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QiuntDDBB,  Mr.  M.,  TFaUoes, 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  g.  266 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

8b.  840 
Deposit  Office,  9. 185 
Financial  Statement,  m.  718 
Qovemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  8b. 

377 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  106 
Income  Exemptions,  q.  896 
Lamsden  Land  for  Settlement,  g.  265 
Nightcaps  Goal  Company's  Railway,  a,  898 
Nightcaps  Railway,  m.  401,  402 
Otantau-Nlghtcaps  Railway,  g.  897 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b. 

152 
Sonth  Riverton  Railway-station,  9.  894 


Gbacb,  Hon.  M.  S.,  C.M.G.,  WeUmgUm^ 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  2b. 

624 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  198 
First  Offenders'  Probation  Bill,  2b.  200 
MunicipcJ  Franchise  Reform  Bill,  2b.  680 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  8b.  247 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  and  Oorporation 

Empowering  Bill,  2b.  247,  250 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Reclamation  and 

Empowering  Bill,  2b.  27 ;  8b.  124 

Gbaham,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Nelson, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 

86 
Oharitable  Aid  Boards  Elections,  q,  141 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  81 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  289 
Nelson  Harbour,  q.  498 
Nelson  Mails  Delivery,  q.  896 
Nelson  Prison,  o.  868 
Richmond-Brie^ twater- Wakefield  Telephone 

Bureaux,  q,  17 
Wellington   Oity  Reclamation    and    Public 

Baths  Bill,  m.  125 
Wellington  Oity  Streets  Bill,  2b.  229 

GunvKESS,  Mr.  A.  R.,  Orey  (Ohalrman  of  Oom- 

mittees), 
Auckland  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  Rep.   Sel. 

Oom.  179 
Financial  Statement :  Want  of  Oonfidence, 

m.  665 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  tn.  170 
Private  Members'  Business,  m.  527 
Railways  Unfinished,  g.  527 
School  Teachers'  Appomtfnents,  m.  888 


Hall-Jonbs,  Mr.  W.,  Timaru  (Minister  for 
Public  Works  and  Minister  of  Marine), 

Asylum  Patients'  Maintenance,  q,  21 

Oharitable  Aid  Boards,  g.  128, 142 

Ooastal  Survey,  q.  492 

"  Elginshire,"  s.s.,  q.  9 

Financial  Statement:  Want  of  Oonfidence, 
m.564 

House  Oommittee,  q,  141 

Invercargill  Hospital,  g.  262 

Eaikoura  Peninsula  Lighthouse,  g.  16 

Loans  raised  since  1870,  m.  400 

Lighthouse-keepers'  Service,  q,  7 

Light  Tramways,  q.  181 

Lunatic  Asylums,  q.  20 

McNamara,  Mary  Caroline,  m.  488 

Nelson  Harbour,  q.  498 

Nelson  School  Committees,  g.  862 

Nightcaps  Railway,  m.  401 

Oysters  and  Other  Shellfish,  g.  602 

Paeroa-Waihi  Railway,  g.  496 

Police  Oommission,  <^  145 ;  m.  166 

Police  Oommission :  Privilege,  m,  691 

Public  Works  Statement,  g.  527 

Railway-construction,  g.  2d0 

Railways  Unfinished,  g.  527 

Rimutaka  Railway,  g.  16 
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Hall-Jonbs,  Mr.  W .—-conUmueL 
Sleepers,  q,  274 
Sunnyside  Asylum,  q,  139 
Tokorahi  School,  q.  181 
Vote  for  School-buildings  in  Newly  Settled 

Districts,  q.  273 
Waipara-Gheviot  Railway,  ^.  394 
Wellington    City  Beolamation   and   Public 

Baths  Bill,  m.  126 
Wellington  High  Levels  Tramway  Bill,  2b. 

245 

Herbies,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Bay  of  Plenty, 
BcJnealogist  for  Rotorua,  a.  861 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m.  50 
Bay  of  Plenty  Cj^own  Lands,  q.  362 
Divorce  Bill,  8b.  163 
Financial  Statement,  m.  612 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  232 
Rotorua  Township,  q.  361 

Hogg,  Mr.  A.  W.,  MoiUrton, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  667 
Hagey  Institute,  q,  184 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  69 
McNamara,  Mary  Caroline,  m.  485 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  466 
McLean  Light  Locarno tives  Bill,  m.  177 
Rabbit-proof  Wire  netting  Fences  Bill,  9.  396 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b.  151 
TeRtator's  Family  Provision  out   of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  422 
Volunteer  Corps,  m.  169 
Wellington  Colonial  Defence  Corps,  q.  24 
Wellington-Napier  Railway,  q.  129 

HoLi^AND,  Mr.  J.  J.,  CUy  of  Auckland, 
Fmanoial  Statement,  m.  784 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  453 

Houston,  Mr.  R.  M.,  Bay  of  Islands, 
Austrians,  a.  145 
Electoral  Rolls,  g.  364 
Money-order  Offices,  q.  261 
Registered-letter  Envelopes,  q.  268 
Tohunga  Treatment  of  Maori  Women,  q,  395 

HuNTEB,  Mr.  G.,  Waipawa, 
Balloting  for  Lands,  q,  10 
Fair  Rent  Bill,  q.  265 
Financial  Statement,  m.  638 
iMakaroro  River  Bridge,  q.  262 
Railway  Employes,  q.  128 
Wellington-Napier  Railway,  q.  263 

HuTCHBSON,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Wellington^ 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

m.  35 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  446 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  m.  169, 175, 

349,  391 
Testator's   Family   Provision   out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  424 
Wellington    City    Reclamation    and  Public 

Baths  Bill,  m.  125 ;  2b.  242 
Wellington  City  Scroets  Bill,  2b.  218,  230 
Wellington   High  Levels  Tramway  Bill,  2b. 

245 


HuTOHisoN,  Mr.  G.,  Patea, 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

f».  33,  282,  284 
District  Oourts  Bill,  2b.  146 
Financial  Statement,  m.  358 
Government  Advances  to  Settleis  Bill,  3b.  369 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.    2),  m.  83,  112; 

Com.  122 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  m.  178 
Municipal  Franchise  Reform  Bill,  8b.  388 
Private  Members*  Business,  m.  526 
Public  Libraries'  Subsidies,  q,  497 
Public  Trustee,  tn.  180,  430,  434 
Baetihi  Justices,  q.  24 
Bimutaka  Railway,  q,  16 
Waitara  Deaths  Registration,  q,  497 

J. 

Jemkinson,  Hon.  J.  C,  Canterbury, 
Animals  Protection  Bill,  Com.  167,  907 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  8b.  247 

jKiraiNas,  Hon.  W.  T.,  Auckland, 
Spooner,  Mr.,  m.  30 ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  53 
Vaccination,  m.  53,  57,  617,  619 

JoNBB,  Hon.  G.,  Otago, 

Animals  Protection  Bill,  Com.  208 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  3b. 

684 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  197 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  m.  29 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  3b.  166,  247  ^ 
Vaccination,  m.  57 

Joyce,  Mr.  J.,  LytteUon, 
Lighthouse-keepers*  Service,  q,  7 
Produce- Markets,  q.  6 
Public  Works  Act,  q.  144 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  m.  280 
Wellington-Manawatu  Railway,  q,  6 


Eaihau,  Mr.  H.,  Western  Maori, 
Landless  Natives  and  Half-castes,  q.  186 
Oysters  and  other  Shell-fish,  q.  501 
Rohe  Potae  Lands,  q.  185.  186 

Kelly,  Mr.  J.,  Invercargill, 
Financial  Statement:  Want  of  Confideno 

m.  561 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estat 

Bill,  2b.  423 
Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  2b.  221 
Workmen's  Wages  Act,  g.  492 

Kelly,  Hon.  T.,  Taranaki^ 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  2b  . 

626 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  m.  28 
Legislative  Council  Reform  Bill,  m.  2 
Stratford  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  2b.  166 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  3b.  166 ;  m.  206 
Vaccination,  m.  59 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Reclamation  and 

Empowering  Bill,  2b.  28 ;  3b.  124 
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KxLLT,  Hon.  W.,  Auckland, 
Fiaheriea  Conserratioxi  Bill,  Oom.  90 

KxBB,  Hod.  J.,  WesUand, 
Di^ioe  Bill,  2r.  195 
Unolaimed  Moneys  Bill,  8r.  347 


L. 

Lamg,  Mr.  F.  W.,  Waikato, 
Aackland-TaranakUMokau  Telegraph,  g.  14 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 

45;  8r.  883 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  111 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  3b.  454 
Noxious  Weeds  BiU,  2b.  510 
Pokura  Blook,  g.  184 
Waikato-Auokland  Fruit-oarriage,  m,  480 

Labkaoh,  Mr.  W.  J.  M.,  G.M.G.,  Tuaptka, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  704 
HoQse  Committee,  $.  140 
Light  Tramways,  g.  181 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  m.  889 

Lawbt,  Mr.  F.,  Pamell, 
Auckland  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  m.  179 
Borongh  of  Onehonga  Water-supply  Bill,  2b. 

843 
Finanoial  Statement,  m.  600 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  419 
Water-supply  Bill,  m.  418 

Lsthbbidob,  Mr.  F.  Y.,  Rangitikei, 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  Oom.  525,  526 

Lxwis,  Mr.  C,  City  of  Christchurch, 
Calf-lymph  Supply,  g.  271 
Divorce  Bill,  8b.  168 
FUianoial  Statement:  Want  of  Confidence, 

m.  562 
Little  Biver    Domain    Board    Empowering 

Bill,  2b.  238 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  467 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b. 

152 
Workers*  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill,  q. 

184 


MaoQbbgob,  Hon.  J.,  Otago, 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  190 

Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  m.  28  ;  Com.  80 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  m,  255 

Maceskzib,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Bank   of  New  Zealand  and   Banking  Bill, 

m.  34 ;  Obs.  201 ;  m.  289 ;  8b.  809 
Finanoial  Statement:  Want  of  Confidence, 

m.  563,  659 
Removal  of   Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b. 

150 
University  of  Otago  Leases  and  Securities 

Bill,  2b.  61 
Vancouver  Mail  Delivery,  q,  183 


Massby,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Franklin, 
Adjournment,  m.  898 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking   Bill, 

m,  45, 189  ;  8b.  831 
Charitable  Aid  Boards,  q.  128 
Codlin-motb-eating  Bird^.  182 
Finanoial   Statement:  Want  of  Confidence, 

m.  561 
Qovernment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  3b. 

372 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  100 
Levin  State  Farm,  m.  169 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  238 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  462 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  m.  172,  388 
McNamara,  Mary  Caroline^  Bep.  Sel.  Com. 

489 
Mounted  Infantry  Companies,  q.  233 
Naval  and  Military  Claims  Commission,  a, 

273 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  511 ;  Com.  526 
Sleepers,  q.  274 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out   of  Estate 

BUI,  2b.  426 
Workmen's  Tickets,  q.  269 

McCuLLouQH,  Hon.  W.,  Auckland, 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  195 
First  Offenders'  Probation  Bill,  2b.  200 
Vaile,  Mr.  Samuel,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  677 

McQowAN,  Mr.  J.,  Thames, 
Financial  Statement:  Want  of  Confidence, 

m.  549,  564 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  m.  178 
Mining  Act,  q.  184 

Municipal  Franchise  Reform  Bill,  3b.  384 
Paeroa-Waihi  Railway,  q,  496 
Removal  of  Women's  DisabiUties  Bill,  2b.  156 

McGuibb,  Mr.  F.,  Hatoera, 
Gold-mining  and  Dairy  Industries,  q.  270 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  q.  263 
Letters  to  Ministers,  q.  268 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  477 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  m.  174 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  q.  125 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b.  157 
Turuturumokai  Reserve,  g.  498 

McKbnzib,  Mr.  J.,  Waihemo  (Minister  of 
Lands,  Minister  for  Agriculture,  and  Com- 
mif>sioner  of  Forests), 

Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  q,  266 

Advances  to  Settlers  Boara,  q.  12 

Amuri  County,  q.  258 

Assets  Realisation  Board,  q.  20,  181,  182 

Audit  Office  and  Treasury,  m.  407 

Baldwin,  Mr.  P.  E.,  q,  393 

Balloting  for  Lands,  q.  10 

Balnealogist  for  Rotorua,  q,  361 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m, 
38 ;  3b.  301 

Bay  of  Plenty  Grown  Lands,  q,  362 

Citrus  Fruit,  q,  10,  16 

Codlin-rooth-eating  Bird,  q.  183 

Country  around  Wanganui  River,  q,  496 
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MoKbnzie,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
Fair  Bent  Bill,  g.  265 
Fair  Bent  Bill  and  Native  Lands,  q,  269 
Financial  Statement,  m.  858,  561 
Flax  and  other  New  Zealeuid  Products,  q, 

264 
Fature  Timber  Besoaroes,  q.  275 
Olenmark  Estate,  q,  129 
Gk>ld-miniDg  and  Dairy  Industries,  q.  270 
Government   Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  3b. 

379 
Grass-seed  supplied  by  Government,  q,  267 
Home  Prices  f  dr  Produce,  g.  136 
Homes  for  Working-men  near  Auckland,  q, 

500 
Horowhenua,  q.  20 
Hukatere  Settlers,  q.  492 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  77 
Lessees  of  Education  Beserves,  g.  272 
Levels  Estate,  q,  276 
Loans  raised  since  1870,  m,  898 
Lumsden  Land  for  Settlement,  g.  265 
Makaroro  Biver  Bridge,  q.  262 
Merton-Oomer  Bush  Boad,  q.  268 
Naval  and  Military  Claims,  q.  9 
Naval  and  Military  Claims  Beport,  q.  259, 

278 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  504,  522 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  g.  11, 125 
Oteramika  Telephone,  g.  268 
Patua  Block,  g.  7 

*<  Prime  Canterbury  Mutton,"  g.  257 
Public  Works  Act,  g.  144 
Babbit-proof  Wire-netting    Fences   Bill,  g. 

896 
Botorua  Township,  g.  861 
School  for  Dairy  Instruction,  g.  502 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  g.  260,  268 
Slaughtering  and  Inspection  Bill,  g.  394 
State  Farms  and  Industrial  Settlements,  m. 

504 
Stock  Beserve,  g.  501 
Testator^s  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  422 
Tokatoka  Swamp,  g.  183 
Turuturumokai  Beserve,  g.  498 
Valuations,  g.  11 
Waiau  Traffic  Bridge,  g.  129 
Waitara  Deaths  Begistration,  g.  497 
Water-supply  Bill,   Cons,    of   Amend.  411; 

Com.  417 
Wellington  Colonial  Defence  Corps,  g.  24 

McKbnzib,  Mr.  B.,  Motneka, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 

35 
Financial  Statement:  Want  of  Confidence, 

m.  565 
Little  Biver  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  285 ;  Com.  246 
McNamara,  Mary  Caroline,  Bep.  Sel.  Com. 

488 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  514  ;  Com.  525,  526 
Bestraint  of  Wagering  Bill,  Com.  628 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  424 
Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  2b.  228 
Wellington  High  Levels  Tramway  Bill,  2b. 

245 


MgLban,  Hon.  G.,  Otago, 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  199 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  m.  29 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  m.  251 ;  3b.  256 
Legislative  Council  Beform  Bill,  m.  251 
Municipal  Franchise  Beform  Bill,  2b.  680 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  3b.  167 ;  m.  207  r 

3b.  247 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  emd  Corporation 

Empowering  Bill,  2b.  250 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Beolamation  and 

Empowering  Bill,  3b.  124 

MoLean,  Mr.  B.  D.  D.,  Napier, 
Gh>vemment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  3b» 

876 
Government  Life  Insurance  Department,  g. 

143 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  m.  170 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  522 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  422 

MoNab,  Mr.  B.,  Mataura, 
Divorce  Bill,  m.  162;  3b.  162,  164 
Electoral  Boll,  g.  8 

Imprest  Supply  BiU  (No.  2),  m.  97, 121 
Inveroargilf  Hospital,  g.  261 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  477,  482 
Nightcaps  Bailway,  m.  401 
Oteramika  Telephone,  g.  268 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 
Bill,  2b.  419,  427 

Mbbbdith,  Mr.  B.,  Ashley, 
Amur!  County,  g.  258 
Financial  Statement,  m.  641 
Glenmark  Estate,  g.  128 
Kaikoura  Peninsula  Lighthouse,  g.  15 
Little  Biver  Domain    Board    Empowering 

BiU,  2b.  241 
Lunatic  Asylums,  g.  132 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  fit.  890 
McNamara,  Mary  Caroline,  Bep.  Sel.  Com. 

488,491 
Native  Teachers,  m.  168 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  517 
Petone  Corporation  Lighting  and  Sanitation 

Loans  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  243 
School  for  Dairy  Instruction,  g.  502 
Stock  Beserve,  g.  501 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  427 
Waiau  Traffic  Bridge,  g.  129 
Waipara-Cheviot  Bailway,  g.  894 
Water-supply  Bill,  Com.  158 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

414 
Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  2b.  222 

MiLLAB,  Mr.  J.  A.,  City  of  Dunedin^ 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 

62  ;  Com.  187, 188 
Citrus  Fruit,  g.  15 
Otago  Hussars,  g.  128 
Seamen's  Discharge-forms,  g.  868 
University  of  Otago  Leases  and  Securities 

Bill,  Com.  218 
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Mills,  Mr.  0.  H.,  Wairau, 
Financial  Statement :  Want  of  Oonfidenee, 

m.  661, 568 
Qovemment  AdTaooes  to  Settlezs  Bill,  3b. 

371 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  238 
MoLean  Light  LocomotlTes  Bill,  m.  172 
Private  Members'  Baeiness,  m.  627 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b. 

164 

MoKK,  Mr.  R.,  Waitemata, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 

46;  Sb.  338 
Foiure  Timber  Resources,  $.  274 
Qovemment  Steamers,  Cost  of,  m.  430 
Horn's  Property,  Whangarei,  m,  169 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  234 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  469 
Moes.  Mr.,  $.  363 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  619 
Pratt's  Benzine,  g.  276 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  420 

Mobtookeby,  Hon.  W.,  CanUrhwry, 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  m.  264  ;  3b.  266 

Mohtoombbt,  Mr.  W.  H.,  EUamere, 
Audit  Office  and  Treasury,  m,  406 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 

37 ;  Ck)m.  188 ;  m.  294 ;  3b.  306 
Financial  Statement,  m.  686 
Honse  Ck>mmit(ee,  q,  140 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  32,  71 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  232,  241 ;  Com.  246 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  609 ;  Oom.  626 
Public  Accounts  Oommutee,  q.  16 
Questions,  q,  142 
Railway  Servants,  q.  139 
Railway  Servants*  Fines,  q.  141 ;  m,  169 
Water-supply  Bill,  Oom.  168 ;  m.  160 ;  Oons. 

of  Amend.  414,  416 
Wellington  Oity  Reclamation  and  Empower- 
ing Bill,  m.  126 
Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  2b.  223 

MooBK,  Mr.  R.,  Kaiapoi, 
Oivll  Service  Royal  Oommission,  q.  143 
Divorce  Bill,  3b.  163 
Financial  Statement:  Want  of  Oonfidenee, 

w,  671 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  232 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  470 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  m.  171 
McLean   Motor-car   Bill,  Oons.  of   Amend. 

850 
Noxious  Weeds  BiU,  2b.  612 ;  Com.  626 
Pott-Offlce  Savings-Bank  Investments,  tn.  168 
Railway-trucks,  q.  21 
Temporary  Olerks,  o.  22 
Water-supply  Bill,  t3ons.  of  Amend.  412 
Adjournment,  tn.  898 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 

42;  m.  189;  3b.  342 


MoBBisoN,  Mr.  A.,  Gcmersham, 
Bank  of   New   Zealand   Assistant  General 

Manager,  q.  396 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Head  Office  Expenses, 

2.396 
Financial  Statement:   Want  of  Gonfideuoe, 

m.  661 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m,  101 
Little   River    Domain    Board   Empowering 

BiU,  2b  233;  Oom.  246 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  440 
McAuliffe,  James,  q.  600 
Mortgages,  m.  430 

Railway  Workshops  Discharged  Hands,  q.  267 
Wellington  Oity  Streets  Bill,  2b.  221 


Olivbb,  Hon.  R.,  Otago, 
Fisheries  OonservaUon  Bill,  m.  29 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  m.  262 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  3b.  167 
Vaccination,  m.  67 

O'Mbaba,  Mr.  J.,  Pahiatua, 
Financial  Statement :  Want  of  OonfidencCr 

m.  669 
Telephone  Service,  q.  127 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  427 

O'Rbgan,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Buller, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  728 
Municipal  Franchise  Reform  Bill,  3b.  384 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  613 
Old  Soldiers'  Olaims,  q.  11 

Obmohd,  Hon.  J.  D.,  Hawks* a  Bay^ 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  2b* 

622 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  8b.  266 

O'Robkb,  Sir  O.  M.,  Kt.,  Manukau  (Speaker), 
Water-supply  Bill,  Oom.  160,  417 


Pabata,  Mr.  T.,  Southern  Mcufri, 
Fair  Rent  Bill  and  Native  Lands,  q,  269 
Landless  Natives,  m.  349 
Merton-Oomer  Bush  Road,  q.  268 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  1b.  6 
Testator's  Familv  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  426 
Waikouaiti  Native  Roads,  q.  361 
Wainono  Lagoon  Vesting  Bill,  2b.  246 

Pbacocx,  Hon.  J.  T.,  Canterbury ^ 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  m.  264 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  8b.  167,  204 

Pinkbbton,  Hon.  D.,  Otagot 
Port  Ohaimers  Mechanics'  Institute  Reserves 

Vesting  Bill,  2b.  190 
State  Farms,  m.  1 
Vaccination,  m.  66 
Vaile,  Mr.  Samuel,  Rep.  Sol.  Oom.  682 


Digitized  by 


Google 


zu 


PIB 


[INDEX.] 


SED 


[1898 


PiBAHi,  Mr.  F.,  PalmenUm, 
Adminittialion  for  the  lAndaof  Nati?«B  Bill, 

ObB.  392 
Audit  Office  and  Treasury,  m.  406 
Baldwin,  Mr.  P.  E.,  q.  S98 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 

88 ;  Com.  187,  204 ;  Gone,  of  Amend.  281 
Bnnnythorpe-Palmeraton  Telephone,  q,  184 
Financial  Statement :  Want  of  Confidence, 

m.  559 
GrasB-seed  Bupplied  by  Government,  g.  266 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  92, 121 
Kettle,  District  Jadge,  g.  494 
Lessees  of  Education  Reserves,  q,  272 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 

Com.  891 
McNamara,  Mary  Caroline,  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

483,  491 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  478 
Palmerston  North  Youths*  Institute  Cadet 

Corps,  q,  262 
Palmerston   Telephone    Exchange    Connec- 
tions, q.  273 
Private  Members'  Business,  m.  527 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  g.  262 
Vote  for  Scbool-buildiugs  in  Newly  Settled 

Districts,  g.  273 
Wanganui  River,  Country  around,  g.  496 


Reynolds,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Otago, 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2r.  123 

Richardson,  Hon.  E.,  C.M.G.,  Wellington^ 
Vaile,  Mr.  Samuel,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  682 

RiGG,  Hon.  J.,  Wellington^ 
Animals  Protection  Bill,  Com.  168,  208 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  m.  29;  Sr.  60 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  m.  254 

ROLLBSTON,  Mr.  W.,  Riccarton^ 
Advances  to  Settlers  Board,  g.  12 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Com.  27;   g.  81,  32;  Com.  51;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  280;  8r.  329 
Divorce  Bill,  3b.  165 
Financial  Statement,  m.  358  ;  Obs.  436 
Financial  Statement :  Want  of  Confidence, 

m.  564 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  8r.  365 
Lessees  of  Education  Reserves,  Obs.  273 
Lunatic  Asylum  StafFs'  Uniforms,  tn.  169 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 

Com.  176,  389 
McNamara,  Mary  Caroline,  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

487 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2r.  511 
Officers  of  the  House,  Obs.  127 
Old-sge  Pensions  Bill,  1b.  4 
Police  Commission,  g.  124 
Public  Trustee,  m.  3 
Shearers'    Accommodation    Bill,   Cons,    of 

Amend.  388 
Sunnyside  Lunatic  Asylum,  g.  136,  139 
Supply— Class  I.,  858 
Valuations,  g.  11 


RussBU.,  Captain  W.  R.  {Sawke'8  Baif), 
Audit  Office  and  Treasury,  m.  411 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Obe.  25;  Com.  26;  g.  31;  m.  46,51;  Com. 

52, 188;  m.  189;  Obs.  256;  3b.  298 
Financial  Statement,  m.  357 ;  Obs.  435,  504 ; 

m.  728 
Financial  Statement:  Want  of  Confidence 

m.  537,  559 
Horowhenua,  g.  20 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  33,  73,  116, 

121 
Loans  raised  since  1870,  tn.  399 
Lunatic  Asylums,  g.  18, 19 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  438 
McLean  Motor-car  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  349, 

890 
Napier-Wellington  Railway,  g.  139,  263 
Nightcaps  Railway,  m.  401 
Officers  of  the  House,  Obs.  126 
Police  Commission  :  Privilege,  m.  692 
Post-cards  and  Letter-cards,  Obs.  185 
Public  Works  Statement,  g.  527 
Railways,  m.  276 
Railway  Stores  Department,  g.  12 
Shearers'    Accommodation     Bill,    Cons,    of 

Amend.  388 
State  Farms  and  Industrial  Settlements,  m. 

504 
Supply— -Class  I.,  357 


s. 

Scotland,  Hon.  H.,  Taranaki, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  2b. 

622 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  193,  199 
Law  Practitionerp  Bill,  m.  253 
Legislative  Council  Reform  Bill,  m.  2 
Stratford  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  2b.  166 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  m.  206 
Vaccination,  m.  619 

SxDDON,  Mr.  R  J.,  P.O.,  Westland  (Premier, 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster- General, 
Electric  Telegraph  Commissioner,  Com- 
missioner of  Trade  and  Customs,  Minister 
of  Labour,  and  Minister  of  Native  Affairs), 

Accident  Insurance  Bill,  g.  276 

Adjournment,  Obs.  398 

Administration  for  the  Lands  of  Natives  Bill, 
Obs.  391 

Auckland  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 
Com.  179 

Auokland-Taranaki-Mokau  Telegraph,  g.  14 

Audit  Office  and  Treasury,  m.  403,  4C6 

Austrians,  g.  146 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  Obs. 
26 ;  Com.  26 ;  Obs.  31  ;  m.  33, 38,  &o. ;  Com. 
188, 189 ;  m.  189  ;  Obs.  201 ;  Com.  201,  202, 
&Q. ;  Obs.  256,  257  ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  280, 
281,  282 ;  3r.  294,  345 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  Assistant  General 
Manager,  g.  895 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  Head  Office  f^xpenses, 
g.  395 

Bell,  The  Late  Sir  F.  D.,  m,  350,  483 

Bunnythorpe-PaJmerston  Telephone,  g.  184 
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SsDDON,  Mr.  R.  J  .—continued, 
GalMymph  Supply*  q.  272 
Central  MeteorologiciBJ  Offioe,  q.  141 
Oivil  Seryioe  Royal  GommissioD,  q.  148 
Godlin -moth -eating  Bird,  g.  183 
Deposit  Office,  q,  185 
Direct  Steam- service,  q.  6 
DiToroe  Bill,  m.  162 ;  Com.  162 ;  8b.  168 ;  Obs. 

164 
Early  History  of  the  Colony,  q.  508 
Electoral  Roll,  q.  8 
Financial  Statement,  Obs.  850,  435.  436, 504; 

ffi.  695, 5%,  &c. 
Financial  Statement:  Want  of  Confidence, 

m.  528, 548,  545,  &o. 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,   8b. 

365 
Government  Life  Insurance  Department,  q, 

144 
Gam  Industry  Bill,  1b.  8 
Hagey  Institute,  g.  185 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  32,  62,  64, 

117;  Obe.  122;  Com.  122 
Income  Exemptions,  q.  896 
Irrigation  Loans,  q.  17 
Kettle,  District  Judge,  q,  494, 495 
Landless  Natives  and  Half-castes,  q.  186 
Letters  to  Ministers,  q.  268 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  240 
Loans  raised  since  1870,  m.  898 
Lnnatic  Asylums,  q.  18,  182 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  486,  479 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,   Cons,  of 

Amend.   172,   178;   Rep.  Sel.  Com.    889, 

890,  &c. 
McLean  Motor-car  Bill,  Cons,   of    Amend. 

350 
McNamara,  Mary  Caroline,  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

469 
Money-order  Offices,  q.  261 
Native,  Religious,  and  Educational  Reserves 

Endowment,  q.  125 
Moss,  Mr.,  q.  868 
Municipal  Franchise  Reform  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  883 ;  3b.  886 
Nelson  Mails  Delivery,  q,  897 
Nightcaps  Railway,  m.  401 
Officen  of  the  House,  Obs.  126,  127 
Ohuta  Block,  q.  261 
'    Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Governor's  Message,  4 
Orr,  Mr.  Allen,  q,  16 
Otago  District  Manchester  Unity  Oddfellows* 

Friendly  Society,  q.  180 
Pacific  Cable,  q.  14 
Pacific  Cable  Service,  m,  187 
Palmerston    Telephone    Exchange   Connec- 
tions, q.  273 
Pokuru  Block,  q,  184 
Police  Commission,  q,  124,  144 ;  m,  165 
Police  Commission  :  Privilege,  Obs.  692 
Post-cards  and  Letter-cards,  q,  185 
Pratt's  Benzine,  q.  276 
Private  Members'  Business,  m,  526,  527 
Produce  Markets,  q,  6 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  q,  16 
Public  Libraries'  Subsidies,  q,  497 
Public  Trustee,  m.  3  ;  Obs.  25 ;  m.  180,  181, 

430,  481rfto.;Ob8.  485 


SsDDON,  Mr.  R.  J. — continued. 
Questions,  q,  143 

Registered- letter  Envelopes,  q.  269 
Restraint  of  Wagering  Bill,  Com.  528 
Richmond  -  Brightwater  -  Wakefield    Tele- 
phone Bureaux,  q,  17 
Robe  Potae  Lands,  q.  185, 186 
San  Francisco  Mails,  q.  140 
Shearers'     Accommodation'  Bill,    Cons,    of 

Amend.  388 
Sunnyside  Lunatic  Asylum,  q,  187 
Supply,  m.  857,  859 
Tariff,  The,  q.  5 
Telephone  Service,  q,  127  . 
Temporary  Clerks,  q.  23 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  419 
Treasury  Bills,  q,  7 
University  of  Otago  Leases  and  Securities 

Bill,  Com.  218 
Vancouver  Mail  Delivery,  q,  133 
Waihou  Native  Lands,  q.  183 
Water-supply  Bill,  Com.  159;  w.  161,  162; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  412 ;  Com.  417 
Wellington  City    Reclamation    and    Public 

Baths  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  125,  126 
Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  2b.  219 
Wellington-Manawatu  Railway,  q,  6 
Wellington  Telephone  Subscribers,  q.  184 
Workers'  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill 

q.  134 
Workmen's  Wages  Act,  q.  492 

Shbihski,  Hon.  S.  E.,  Otago, 
Adjournment,  m.  566 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  2b. 

686 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  m.  206;  8b.  247 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  and  Corporation 
Empowering  Bill,  2b.  249 

SiiiGO,  Mr.  A.,  City  of  Dunedin, 

Canterbury  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  Otago  Hus- 
sars, and  Other  Corps,  q.  139 

McLean  Lii^ht  Locomotives  Bill,  Cons,  of 
Amend.  171 

Master  and  A'pprentice  Bill,  2b.  468 

Mountain  Hut  Race,  q,  23,  24 

Otago  District  Manchester  Unity  Oddfellows* 
Friendly  Society,  q.  180, 131,  &c. 

Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 
Bill,  2b.  426 

Smith,  Mr.  G.  J.,  City  of  Christchurcht 
Accident  Insurance  Bill,  q.  276 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m, 

44 
Early  History  of  the  Colony,  q.  503 
Little  River    Domain    Board    Empowering 

Bill,  2b.  286 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  Rep.*  Sel. 

Com.  891 
McNamara,  Mary  Caroline,  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

488 
Loans  raised  since  1870,  m.  400 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  444 
Native,  Religious,  and  Educational  Hesems 

Endowment,  g.  125 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Governor's  Message,  4 
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Smith,  Mr.  Q.  J. — continued. 
On,  Mr.  Allan,  q.  16 
Shearers*    Aooommodation    Bill,    Ck>n8.    of 

Amend.  888 
St.   AlbanB  Public  Library  Transfer  Bill,  q, 

61 
Supply,  m.  861 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  421 

Smith,  Hon.  W.  C,  Hawke'8  Bay, 

Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  128 ;  m.  251, 352 ; 

8b.  256 
Vaile,  Mr.  Samuel,  m.  688 

Sp£AKSB,  Hon.  tlie  (Hon.  H.  J.  Miller),  Otago, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  2b. 

622 
Legislative  Council  Reform  Bill,  m.  2 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  8b.  167,  205;  m. 

206 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Reclamation  and 

Empowering  Bill,  3b.  124 

Speakbb.  Mr.  (Sir  O.  Maurice  O'Rorke,  Et.), 

Mannkau, 
Administration    for    tiie   Lands  of  Natives 

Bill,  Obs.  892 
Auckland  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 

Com.  179. 180 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Obs.  25,  81,  82 ;  m.  83,  88  &c. ;  Com.  52 ; 

m:  189;   Obs.  257;  Cons,  of  Amend.  281, 

282,  &o. ;  SB.  300,  816 
Bell,  The  Late  Sir  F.  D.,  Obs.  850,  482 
Divorce  Bill,  8b.  168 

Financial  Statement,  Obs.  486 ;  m,  600,  728 
Financial  Statement :  Want  of  Confidence, 

m.  545,  560  &c. 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.    70,    121; 

Obs.  122 
Kettle,  District  Judge,  q.  494 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  284,  285 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,    Cons,    of 

Amend.  172  ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  389,  390 
McLean    Motor-car   Bill,  Cons,   of  Amend. 

850 
Mountain  Hut  Race,  q.  28 
Officers  of  the  House,  Obs.  127 
Police  Commission :  Privilege,  Obs.  691,  692, 

&o. 
Public  Trustee,  m.  434 
Sunnyside  Lunatic  Asylum,  g.  187 
Water-supply  Bill,  m.  161 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

412 
Wellington  High  Levels  Tramway  Bill,  Obs. 

246 

STBVEN8,  Hon.  E.  C.  J.,  Canterbury, 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and  Banking  ^Bill, 

2b.  627 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  m.  28, 

Stevens,  Mr.  J.,  Manatoatu, 
^ome  Prices  of  Produce,  q,  185 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b. 
155 


Stewabd,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Waitaki, 
Auckland  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 

Com.  180 
Divorce  Bill,  Com.  162 
East  Coast  Native  Land  Board  Bill,  2b.  282 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  Ill 
Mountain  Hut  Race,  q.  28 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b. 

156  ,   . 

Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  425 
Tokorahi  School,  q,  181 
Tokorahi-Windsor  Train-service,  q,  864 
Waihou  Native  Lands,  q,  138 
Walmate  Volunteer  Drill-shed,  q.  259,  260 
Wainono  Lagoon  Vesting  Bill,  2b.  244,  245 


Symes,  Mr.  W.,  Eqmont, 
Financial  Statement:  Want  of  Confidence, 

m.  566 
Inglewood    Stipendiary  Magistrate's    Court, 

2.259 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  240 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  m.  521 
Telephone  Service,  q.  127 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of   Estate 

Bill.  2b.  421 
Toko  Post-  and  Telegraph-office,  q.  21 
Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  2b.  229 


Tahneb,  Mr.  W.  W.,  Avon, 
McNamara,  Mary  Caroline,  m.  489 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  519 
Otago  District  Manchester  Unity  Oddfellows' 

Friendly  Society,  q.  130,  131 
Registrars  of  Electors,  m.  169 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b.  150 


Taylob,  Mr.  T.  E.,  City  of  Christchurcht 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Com.  189.  201,  203 
Financial  Statement :  Want  of  Confidence 

m.  562 
Imported  Locomotives,  q.  392 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  109 
Loans  raised  since  1870.  q.  398,  401 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  472 
McDonald,  Donald,  q,  18 
Nightcaps  Railway,  m.  402 
Police  Commission,  q,  144.  145;    m.    165; 

Privilege,  691 
Railway  Casual  Labourers,  q»  393 
Railway  Workshops,  q.  144 
Retiring  and  Compassionate  Allowances,  m. 

169 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b. 

146 
State  Farms  and  Industrial  Settlements,  q, 

504 
Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  2b.  226 
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Thompson,  Mi.  T.,  City  of  Auckland  (Minister 
of  JuBtioe,  Minister  of  Defence,  and  Minis- 
ter of  Gomxneroe  and  Indastries), 

Canterbury  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  q.  139, 

Imnrest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  115^    '    . 

Inglewood  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court, 
9.259 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  q.  263 

McAtilifie,  James,  q.  501 

McDonald,  Donald,  q,  18 

Nelson  Prison,  q.  363 

New  Zealand  Gross,  q.  259 

Otago  Hussars,  q.  12d 

Spooner,  Mr.  G.  F.,  q,  274 

Tohuriffa  Treatment  of  Maori  Women,  q.  395 

Waimate  Volunteer  Drill-shed,  q.  259 

Thompson,  Mr.  B.,  Marsden, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m, 

36 
Citrus  Fruit,  q,  9 
Hukatere  Settlers,  q.  491 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  452 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  2b.  172 
Nightcaps  Railway,  q.  402 
Noxious  Weeds  BiU,  2b.  517 
Testator's  Family  Provision  out  of  Estate 

Bill,  2b.  421 
Tokatoka  Swamp,  q,  183 
Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  2b.  226 

Thomsok,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Cluthat 
Financial  Debate,  m.  674 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  82 

TwoMBT,  Hon.  J.  M.,  Canterbury, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  2b. 


W. 

Walkbb,  Hon.  W.  C,  Canterbury  (Minister  of 
Education,  and  Minister lof  Immigration) 

Adjournment,  m.  566 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking|BiiIy  2b. 
620 

Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  3 

First  Offenders'  Probation  Bill,  2b.  200J 


Walkeb,  Hon.  W.  C— continued. 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  28,  30 
Hannaton  Church  Site  Bill,  g.  124 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  123 ;  Com.  251, 

256 
Municipal  Franchise  Reform  BiU,  2b.  628 
Official  Documents  Evidence  Bill,  2b.  2 
Road  Districts  Validation  Bill,  2b.  3 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  3b.  165;    Recom. 

205 ;  3b.  247 
Vaile,  Mr.  S.,  m.  682 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Reclamation  and 

Empowering  Bill,  2b.  28 

Wabd,  Mr.  J.  6.,  Awarua, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  3b. 

316,327    ' 
"  Elginshire,"  s.s.,  q,  9 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  87 
Loans- raised  since  1870,  q.  399 
Nightcaps  Railway,  m.  402 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  508 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  BiU,  2b. 

149 

Wabon,  Mr.  J.  C,  Selwyn, 
Assets  Realisation  Board,  q.  20 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

m.  39 ;  3b.  323 
Financial  Statement,  m.  606 
Public  Trustee,  q.  24 

W11.LIAMS,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  128 

Wilson,  Mr.  C.,  Suburbs  of  Wellington, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  in. 

35 
Oovernment  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  8b. 

373 
Petone  Corporation  Lighting  and  Sanitation 

Loans  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  243 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b. 

156 
Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  2b.  224 

Wbiqht,  Mr.  E.  G.,  Ashburion, 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  2b.  514 
Water-supply  Bill,  m.  161,  411,  414 
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Accident  Insarance  Bill,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  27G 
Adjoomment,  I.e.,  vi.  (Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  Walker), 

666:  fc.,  m.  (Mr.  xMorrison),  898 
Administration  for  the  Lands  of  Natives  Bill, 

h.,  IB.  206 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddoo),  391 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  Gilfedder), 

266 
Advances  to  Settlers  Board,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Rol- 

leston),  12 
Advances  to  Settlers  Loan,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Ward), 

430 
Akiteo  County  Bill,  h.,  1b.  526 
Amnri  County,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Meredith),  258 
Animals  Protection  Bill,  I.e.,  Com.  167,  207 
Assets  Realisation  Board,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wason), 

20 ;  q.  {Mr.  Dathie),  181,  182 
Asylum    Patients'    Maintenance,    h.,    q.   (Mr. 

Camcross),  20 
Auckland  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  Z.c.,  m.  (Hon. 

Captain  Baillie),  204:    h.y  Hep.  Sel.  Com. 

179 
Auckland-Henderson  Railway,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bol- 
lard), 499 
Auckland-Taranaki-Mokau   Telegraph,   h.,  q. 

(Mr.  Lang),  14 
Audit  Office  and  Treasury,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon), 

403 
Audit  of  Public  Companies'  Accounts  Bill,  I.e., 

2b.  122 
Aastrians,  /».,  q,  (Mr.  Houston),  145 


Baldwin,  Mr.  P.  E..  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  893 
Balloting  for  Lands,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hunter),  10 
Balnealogist  for  Botorua,  h„  q,  (Mr.  Henries), 

861 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  I.e.,  1b. 

666 ;  2b.  620,  684 :    h.,  Obs.  (Captain  Bus- 
sell),  25;  Com.  26  ;  q.  (Captain  Russell),  81 ; 

m.  (Mr.  Seddon),   33;   Com.  61,  187;   Obs. 

(Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  Com.  201 ;  Obs. 

(Mr.   Seddon),  256;  m.  (Mr.   Seddon),  280; 

3b.  294 
Bank    of    New    Zealand    Assistant    General 

Manager,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Morrison),  396 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Head  Office  Expenses, 

h,,  q,  (Mr.  Morrison),  396 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  Ic,  IB.  122 
Bay  of  Plenty  Crown  Lands,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Her- 

ries),  362 
Bell,  The  Late  Sir  P.  D.,  h,,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker), 

860.  482 
Borough  of  Onehunga  Water-supply  Bill,  /»., 

2b.  243 
Bunny thorpe-Palmerston  Telephone,  h.,q.  (Mr. 

Pirani),  184 


c. 

Calf-lymph  Supply,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lewis),  271 
Canterbury  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  Oiago  Hussars, 

and  other  Corps,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Sl'go),  139 
Cemeteries  BUI,  I.e.,  2b.  8;  3b.  128 
Central  Meteorological  Office,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  G. 

Allen),  141 
Central  Prison,  h.,  w.  (Mr.  Brown),  169 
Charitable  Aid  Boards,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Massey).  128 
Charitable  Aid  Boards  Elections,  h.,  g.   (Mr. 

Graham),  141 
Citrus  Fruit,  h.,q.  (Mr.  R.  ThompEon),  9;  q. 

(Mr.  Millar),  15  ^.^^    ^ 

City  of  Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  h., 

IB.  429  ^, 

Civil  Service  Royal  Commission,   h.,  g.  (Mr. 

Moore),  148 
Coal-mines  Bill,  h.,  1b.  566 
Coastal  Survey,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  G.  Allen),  492 
Codlin-moth-eating  Bird,  h.,  q.   (Mr.  Massey), 

182 
Commission  of  the  Peace,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Brov?n), 

264 


Dairy  Industry  Bill,  h.,  2b.  168 

Deposit  Office,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Gilfedder,  for  Mr.  J. 

Hutcheson),  186 
Direct  Steam- service,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Brown),  6 
District  Courts  Bill,  h.,  2b.  146 
Divisions,  Legislative  (Council — 
Animals  Protection  Bill,  Com.  167, 168,  207. 

208 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  200 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  m.  29 ;  Com.  30 ; 

w.  60 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  m.  256 
Spooner,  Mr.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Jones),  30 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  Com.  207 
Vaccination,  m.  60 
Vaile,  Mr.  Samuel,  m.  684 
Divisions,  House  of  Representatives — 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 
Com.  27,  52,  187,  188.  189,  202,  203,  204 ; 
w.  294,  844 ;  8b.  348 
Financial  Statement :  Want  of  Confidence, 

w.  570 
Government  Advances  to   Settlers  Bill,  3b. 

888 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  Ill 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering]BilU 

Com.  246.  247 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  2b.  482 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  Com.  525,  626 
Private  Members'  Business,  m.  627 
Restraint  of  Wagering  Bill,  Com.  528 
Water-supply  Bill,  Com.  416 
Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  2b.  231 
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Divorce  Bill,  I.e.,  1b.  165 ;  2b.  190 :  h„  m.  (Mr. 
MoNab),  Com.,  Sb.  162 


E. 

Early  History  of  the  Colony,  fe.,  q,  (Mr.  6.  J. 

Smith),  503 
East  Coast  Native  Land  Board  Bill,  h.,  2b.  232 
Eketahuna  Coanty  Bill,  h.,  iB.  201 
Electoral  Boll,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  MoNab),  8;  q.  (Mr. 

Houston),  864 
Elginshire,  S.S.,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  Ward),  9 
Exported  Timber,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Duthie),  168 


F. 

Fair  Rent  Bill,  k,,  q.  (Mr.  Hunter),  265 

Fair  Rent  Bill  and  Native  Lands,  h.,  q.  (Mr. 

Parata),  269 
Fencing  Bill,  h.,  iB.  429 
Financial  Statement  (Mr  Seddon),  350;  Obs. 

(Mr.  Seddon),  435,  504 ;  m.   (Mr.   Seddon), 

528,  566,  671,  631,  698 
Firss  Offenders'  Probation  Bill,  {.c,  1b.  165; 

2b.  200  :  h.,  3b.  124 
Fisheries  Contervation  Bill,  I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr. 

W.  C.  Walker),  28 ;  Com.  80 ;  m.  (Hon.  Mr. 

RiggK  60 ;  3b.  60 :  h.,  1b.  60 , 
Flax,  and  other  New  Zealand*  Products,  h.,  q. 

(Mr.  Buchanan),  264 
Fature  Timber  Kesouroes,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Monk), 

274 


GJenmark  Estate,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  128 
Gold-mining  and  Dairy  Industries,  h.,  q.  (Mr. 

McGuire),  270 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  {.c,  1b. 

566 :  h.,  3b.  365 
Government  Life  Insurance  Department,  h.,  q. 

(Mr.  McLean),  143 
Government  Steamers,  Cost   of,  k.,  m.   (Mr. 

Monk),  480 
Grass-seed  supplied  by  Government,  h.,  q.  (Mr. 

Pirani),  266 
Gum  Industry  Bill,  h.,  1b.  8 


H. 

Hagey  Institute,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  184 
Hannaton  Church  Site  Bill,  Z.c,  2b.  124 ;  3b. 
190 
>         Home  Prices  for  Produce,  h.,  q»  (Mr.  Stevens), 
135 
Homes  for  Working-men  near  Auckland,  h.,  q, 

(Mr.  Bollard),  499 
Horn's  Property,  Wbangarei,  h.,  m,  (Mr.  Monk), 
^'»  169 

I      Horowhenua,  h.,  q.  (Captain  Rnssell),  20 
I     Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill,  ^., 
'         IB.  60 

House  Committee,  A.,  q,  (Mr.  Mon^omery), 
'         140 

Hnkatere  Settlers,  ^.,  $.  (Mr.  R.  Thompson), 
491 

ii— 102. 


Impounding  Bill,  h.,  1b.  631 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  l.c,  1b.,  2b.,  Com., 

8b.  123:  h..  Message  32.  61 ;  1b.,  2b.,  Com., 

8b.  122 
Income  Exemptions,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Giifedder),  396 
Inglewood  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court,  ^., 

q.  (Mr.  Symes),  259 
Invercargill  Hospital,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  MoNab),  261 
Irrigation  Loans,  fc.,  q.  (Mr.  Wright),  17 


Johnsonville  School  Reserves  Bill,  h.,  2b.  243 
Justice  of   the   Peace,   h.,  q.   (Mr.  McGuire), 
263 


Kaikoura  Peninsula  Lighthouse,   h.,  q.    (Mr. 

Meredith),  15 
Kettle,  District  Judge,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  494 


Landless  Natives,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Parata),  349 
Landless  Natives  and  Half-castes,  A.,  q.  (Mr. 

Eaihau),  185 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  Z.c,  1b.  1 ;  2b.  123 ;  m, 

250;  3b.  256:  /i.,  1b.  256 
Legislative  Council  Reform  Bill,  I.e.,  m.  (Hon. 

Mr.  Scotland),  I 
Lessees  of  Education  Reserves,    h.,   q.    (Mr. 

Pirani),  272 
Letters  to  Ministers,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  McGuire),  268 
Levels  Estate,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Flatman),  276 
Levin  State  Farm,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Massey),  169 
Lighthouse-keepers'  Service,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce), 

7 
Light  Tramways,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Larnach),  181 
Lime,  h.,q.  (Mr.  Cam  cross),  17 
Little  River  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

;».,  2b.  232;  Com.  246 
Loans  raised  since  1870,   h.,  q.  (Mr.   Taylor), 

398 
Locomotives,  Cost  of,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Duthie),  169 
Locomotives    imported,    h.,   q.    (Mr.   Taylor), 

392 
Lumsden  Land  for  Settlement,  h,,  q.  (Mr.  Gii- 
fedder), 265 
Lunatic  Asylums,  h.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  18; 

q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  132 
Lunatic  Asylum  Staffs*  Uniforms,  7^.,  m.  (Mr. 

Rolleston),  169 
Lyttelton  Casual  Wharf- labourers'  Union,  h,, 

q.  (Mr.  Dnthie),  142 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Land  Bill,  h.,    1b. 

429 


Mairetahi  Loan  Conversion  Bill,  Z.c,  2b.  122 ; 

3b.  190 
Makaroro  River  Bridge,  7t.,  q.  (Mr.  Hunter), 

262 
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MartOD-Waitotara  Railway,  h,y  q.  (Mr.  Carson), 

16 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  h,^  2r.  486 
MoAuli£Fe,  James,  ^.,  q.  (Mr.  Morrison),  500 
McDonald,  Donald,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  18 
McLean  Light  Locomotives  Bill,  h.^  Rep.  Sel. 

Com.  169,  349  ;  Adj.  Deb.  888 
McNamara,  Mary  Caroline,  h..  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

488 
Merton-Corner  Bash  Road,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata), 

268 
Mines  Statement,  h.,  208 
Mining  Bill,  h.,  2r.  8;  q.  (Mr.  McGowan),  184 
Money-order  Offices,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Houston),  261 
Mortgaf^es,  ^.,  m.  (Mr.  Morrison),  480 
Moss.  Mr.,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Monk),  863 
Mountain  Hut  Race,  h.^  q.  (Major  Steward),  23 
Mount  Peel  Opal-fieldB,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Flatman), 

480 
Municipal  Franchise  Reform  Bill,   /(.,  3r.  388  : 

i.e.,  IR.  666;   2r.  628 


N. 

Kative,   Religious,  and  Educational  Reserves 

Endowment,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smiih),  125 
Kative  Teachers,  h  .  m.  (Mr.  Meredith),  168 
Kative  Townships  Bill,  h.,  1b.  526 
Kaval  and  Military  Claims,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  Crow- 

ther),  9,  259  ;  q.  (Mr.  Massey),  278 
Kelson  Harbour,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Graham),  493 
Kelson   Mails  Delivery,  ^.,  q.   (Mr.  Graham), 

396 
Kelson  Prison,  k.,  q.  ^Mr.  Graham),  363 
Kelson  School  Committees,  ^.,  q,  (Mr.  Dnthie), 

862 
Kew  Plymouth  Borough  Reserves  and  Street 

Exchanges  Bill,  h.,  2b.  282 
Kew  Plymouth   Rail  way -station,  h.,    q.    (Mr. 

Brov^n),  21 
Kew  Zealand  Crofis,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Carson),  259 
Kew  Zealand  Institute  of  Surveyors  Bill,  h.y 

IB.  201 
Kew  Zealand  Law  Bureau  Bill,  Z.c,  2b.  122 
Kightcaps  Coal  Companv's  Railway,  h.,  q,  (Mr. 

Gilfedder),  398 ;  7n.  (Mr.  Gilfedder),  401 
Koxious  Weeds  Bill,  h.,  2r.  504  ;  Com.  524 


Officers  of  the  House,  7t.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon), 

126 
Official  Documents  Evidence  Bill,  Z.c,  2r.  2 ; 

8b.  53;  h.,  1r.  60 
Ohuta  Block,  /».,  q.  (Mr.  Camon),  261 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Smith),  4 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  h,  q.  (Mr.  O'Regan),  11 ; 

<T.  (Mr.  McGuire),  125 
Or"r,  Mr.  AUan,  7i.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  16 
Otago  District  Manchester  Unity  Oddfellows 

Friendly  Society,  h..  q.  (Mr.  Sligo).  130 
Otago  Hussars,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Millar),  128 ;  q,  (Mr. 

Sligo).  189 
Otautau-Nightcaps  Uailwav,   /i.,  g.   (Mr.  Gil- 
fedder), 397 


OteramUu  Telephone,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  MoKab),  263 
Oysters  and  other  Shellfish,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Kaihau), 
501 


Pacific  Cable,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Duthie).  18;  m.  (Mr. 
Seddon),  187 

Paeroa-Waihi  Railway,  K^  q,  (Mr.  McGowan), 
496 

Palmerston  Korth  Youths*  Institute  Cadet 
Corps,  ^.,  q,  (Mr.  Pirani),  262 

Palmerdton  Telephone  Exchange  Connections, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pirani).  272 

Patua  Block,  h.y  q.  (Mr.  Brown),  6 

Petone  Corporation  Lighting  and  Sanitation 
Loans  Empowering  Bill,  h.^  2b.  243 

Platelayers*  Half-holiday,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  G. 
Allen),  274 

Pokuru  Block,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lang).  184 

Police  Commission,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Rolleston),  124  ; 
q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  144.  145;  Obs.  (Mr.  Hall- 
Jones),  165;  m.  (Mr.  Taylor),  691 

Port  Chalmers  Mechanics*  Institute  Reserves 
Vesting  Bill,  Z.c,  2b.  190 

Post-cards  aud  Letter-cards,  A.,  q.  (Mr.  Flat- 
man),  138 

Post- Office  Savings- Bank  Investments,  h.y  m. 
(Mr.  Moore),  168 

Pratt*B  Benzine,'  h,,  q.  (Mr.  Monk),  275 

"  Prime  Canterbury  Mutton,*'  h„  q,  (Mr.  Flat- 
man),  257 

Private  Members'  Business,  /i.,  Obs.  (Mr. 
Seddon),  526 

Produce  Markets,  /*.,  g.  (Mr.  Joyce),  6 

Public  Accounts  Committee,  h.y  q.  (Mr.  Mont- 
gomery), 16 

Public  Libraries'  Subsidies,  7i.,  q,  (Mr.  G. 
Hutchison),  497 

Public  Trustee,  h„  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon),  3; 
Obs.  (Mr.  Wason),  24;  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon), 
180  ;  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  480 

Public  Works  Act,  fc.,  g.  (Mr.  Joyce),  144 

Public  Works  Statement,  /i.,  q.  (Captain 
RuFsell),  527 


Questions,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Montgomery),  142 


R. 

Rabbit-proof  Wire-netting  Fences  Bill,  ?;.,  q. 
(Mr.  Hogg),  396 

Raetihi  Justices,  /».,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  24 

Railway  Casual  Hands,  /^.,  q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  22  ; 
q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  144,  398 

Railway  Construction,  /t.,  q.  (Mr.  Crowther), 
260 

Railway  Employes,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  Hunter),  128; 
q,  (Mr.  Montgomery) j  139 

Railway  Departmental  Report,  /i.,  q.  (Mr. 
Duthie),  143 

Railway  Servants*  Fines,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  Mont- 
gomery), 141 ;  m.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  169 
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Railway   Stores  Department,   /i.,  q.  (Gaptain 

BoBsell),  12 
Railways,  h.,  m.  (Gaptain  Russell),  276 
Railways  Unfinished,  /».,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  527 
Railway- trucks,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Moore),  21 
Railway  Workshops  Discharged  Hands,  ^.,  q. 

(Mr.  Morrison),  267 
Rating  BUI,  h.,  1b.  482 

Registered-letter  Envelopes,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  Hous- 
ton), 268 
Registrars  of  Electors,  (Mr.  Tanner),  169 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  ^.,  2b. 

146 
Restraint  of  Wagering  Bill,  h.,  Gom.,  528 
Retiring  and  Gompassionate  Allowances,  h.,  m. 

(Mr.  Taylor),  169 
Richmond  -  Brightwater  -  Wakefield  Telephone 

Bureaux,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Graham),  17 
Rimutaka  Railway,  7i.,  q,  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison), 

16 
Road  Boards  Bill,  h.,  1b.  388 
Road  Districts  Validation  Bill,  2.c.,  2b.,  3;  3b. 

27:  fc.,  lB.60 
Rohe  Potae  Lands,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Kaihau),  185, 

186 
Rotoma  Township,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Herries),  861 


s. 

San  Francieoo  Mails,  /i.,  q,  (Mr.  Duthie),  140 
School  for  Dairv  Instruction,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mere- 
dith), 502 
School-teachers*  Appointments,    ^.,   m.    (Mr. 

Guinness),  388 
Seamen's  Discharge-forms,  /t.,  q,  (Mr.  Millar), 

363 
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S^l^tr)^  SitBBion  of  i\it  Cj^irtetntj^  parliament. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

TuMday,  26th  July,  1898. 


Fint  Beadiog— State  FarmB— LegisUtlvo  Counoil 
Baform  Bill— Official  Documents  Evidence  Bill 
—  Boad  Districts  VaUdation  Bill  —  Cemeteries 
Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Spxakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o*olock  p.in. 

PB4TXB8. 

FIRST  READING. 
Law  Practitioners  Bill. 

STATE  FARMS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  PINKER- 
TON  (for  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt),  it  was  ordered, 
That  the  name  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  T.  Kelly  he 
added  to  the  Committee  on  State  Farms. 

LEGI8LATIVB  COUNOIL  REFORM  BILL. 

UITBRBUFTXD  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  would  like  to  say 
ene  word  on  this  question.  He  thought  there 
had  been  a  misunderstanding  about  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Council.  The  matter  that  he 
thought  had  been  made  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint by  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  L.  Walker 
end  hf  the  Hon.  Mr.  Scotland  was  that  the 
title  of  the  Bill  had  been  kept  dangling  before 
the  Ooonoil  for  such  a  long  time,  and  that  the 
Bill  itself  had  not  been  printed  and  circulated. 
When  an  important  Bill  was  brought  up  it  was 
the  custom  that  the  Bill  should  be  In  the  hands 
of  the  Council  at  once,  and  some  time  before 
-the  second  reading ;  and  when  an  honourable 
gentleman  introducing  a  Bill  went  through  the 
formula  of  bringing  up  a  bit  of  paper,  merely 
with  the  title  of  the  Bill  :on  it,  it  was  always 
imderstood  that  the  Bill  was  prepared,  and,  if 
not  printed,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printers. 
II  that  was  not  the  case,  there  was  no  meaning 
at  ail  in  bringing  up  merely  the  title  of  a  Bill. 
He  did  oonfess  that  he  thought  it  exceedingly 

VOL.  OIL— L 


disrespectful  to  the  Council,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  that  a  Bill  which  purported  to  amend  the 
Constitution — a  Bill  which  had  been  alluded  to 
in  the  Queen's  Speech  as  one  of  the  important 
measures  to  be  considered  during  the  session — 
should  be  introduced  and  read  a  first  time,  aod 
that  a  month  afterwards  the  Council  should 
know  nothing  as  to  what  the  purport  of  this 
Bill  was.  He  did  not  think  his  honourable 
friend  (the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker)  intended 
any  disrespect,  but  he  thought  if  he  considered 
the  position  he  would  see  that  the  attitude 
of  the  Qovemment  towards  the  Legislature 
was  unprecedented.  Everv  one  was  talking 
of  an  important  Bill  introduced  to  amend  the 
constitution  of  the  Council,  while  the  Counoil 
had  been  sitting  here  for  more  than  a  month 
after  the  Bill  had  been  read  a  first  time  with- 
out having  read  or  beard  a  word  of  its  pro- 
visions. That  was  really  the  gravamen  of  the 
complaint  that  had  been  made  in  the  Council. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  L.  WALKER  was  very  glad 
his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Scotland  had  brought 
his  motion  forward,  as  it  might  tend  to  a  eola- 
tion of  this  difficulty.  When  he  (Mr.  Walker) 
asked  his  honourable  friend  opposite  the 
question  as  to  when  this  Bill  would  be  cir- 
culated and  proceeded  with,  he  received  a 
somewhat  brusque  answer;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  expressed  his  regret  for 
that  so  nicely  that  any  annoyance  he  might 
have  felt  at  the  tone  of  the  answer  given  by 
Uie  honourable  gentleman  had  quite  disap- 
peared. At  the  same  time  he  could  not 
follow  the  honourable  gentleman  when  he 
arrogated  to  himself  or  his  colleagues  tiie 
right  to  ]pOBtpone  at  their  own  sweet  will  the 
introduction  of  this  Bill.  Now,  considering  the 
importance  of  the  Bill,  and  considering  thatt 
before  it  could  be  passed  the  Constitution 
Act  of  New  Zealand  must  be  altered  ;  con- 
sidering also  that  if  the  Bill  were  passed  it 
would  entirely  change  the  constitution  of 
this  Council ;  and  considering,  moreover,  that 
Ministerial  utterances  in  all  comers  of  New 
Zealand  of  late  had  been  persistently  in  the 
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direction  of  TilifyinR  this  Council,  he  thoug[ht 
the  Council  had  the  right  to  demand  and  in- 
sist upon  the  immediate  production  of  this 
Bill.  If  the  Government  could  not  proceed 
with  the  Bill,  which  really  seemed  somewhat 
likely,  then  all  he  could  say  was  that  the 
Council  for  the  last  month  had  been  syste- 
matically fooled.  He  did  not  blame  his  honour- 
•able  friend  opposite  for  that ;  he  supposed  he 
was  acting  under  superior  orders.  The  fact 
was,  this  was  a  kind  of  Athanasian  Ministry — 
"  and  yet  there  were  not  seven  MinlBters,  but 
one  Minister  '* — and  everything  was  done  from 
headquarters.  He  thought  they  had  a  right  to 
demand  that  this  Bill  should  be  produced,  and 
he  hoped  his  honourable  friend  opposite  would 
see  his  way  to  let  them  have  it  at  once,  or 
several  days  before  the  second  reading  was 
moved,  as  the  Bill  would  require  careful  con- 
flideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  his  honourable 
friend  the  Minister  of  Education  argued  that 
the  Government  had  the  right  to  bring  the 
Bill  down  when  and  how  they  pleased.'  No- 
body ever  disputed  that  point — that  they  had 
a  right  to  bring  it  down  when  they  pleased — 
but  there  was  something  owing  to  the  Council. 
Supposing  the  Council  took  the  position  that 
in  his  opinion  they  should  do  in  reference  to 
this  Bill,  and  when  it  came  up,  instead  of 
allowing  the  Hon.  the  Minister  to  postpone  it 
from  day  to  day,  moved  that  it  be  discharged 
from  the  Order  Paper.  That  was  the  proper 
thing  to  do.  Well,  he  presumed  his  honour- 
Able  friend  would  complain  bitterly  that  that 
was  showing  disrespect  to  the  Government. 
Well,  the  Council  had  no  wish  to  do  that,  but 
they  must  object  to  the  thing  coming  down 
and  being  dangled  on  the  Order  Paper  day 
filter  day  now  for  over  a  month ;  and  the  ques- 
.  tion  was  what  was  to  be  done  with  it  ?  If  the 
Government  were  not  going  on  with  it  the  Bill 
should  not  be  on  the  Order  Paper.  His  honour- 
able friend  said  he  was  consulting  both  sides 
of  the  Council,  as  he  wished  to  bring  down  a 
measure  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  all.  He 
thought  that  was  a  strange  way  to  bring  down 
a  policy  Bill,  a>nd  he  never  knew  such  a  thing 
to  be  done  before  in  regard  to  an  important 
measure  like  this.  After  being  abused  all  over 
the  colony  the  Council  was  to  be  consulted  in  the 
matter  of  its  own  reform.  He  thought  the  Go- 
vernment should  make  up  their  minds  as  to  what 
was  the  best  course  for  them,  and  it  would  be 
lor  honourable  members  to  say  whether  they 
considered  that  was  the  best  thing  to  do.  He 
wished  to  support  this  motion ;  but  if  this  had 
1^  effect,  when  the  Bill  came  to  be  moved  for 
another  day  the  question  was  what  course 
should  the  Council  adopt  ?  He  was  going  to 
say.  Give  the  Government  another  few  days, 
*and  then  move  that  the  Bill  be  discharged  from 
the  Order  Paper.  Then,  when  it  was  ready  to 
he  brought  down,  the  first  reading  could  be 
moved  e^ain  in  the  ordinary  way.  But  nobody 
wished  to  interfere  in  any  way  as  to  how  and 
when  the  Government  should  then  bring  it 
4own. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY  could  not  under- 
Hon,  Mr.  L,  Walker 


stand  why  there  should  be  such  an  anxious 
desire  on  the  part  of  some  members  of  this 
Council  to  force  on  this  Bill.  He  thought 
the  members  who  ought  to  feel  anxious  were 
those  whose  limit  was  approaching.  Now,  for 
himself  and  those  with  him  who  only  held  a 
seven  years'  tenure  in  the  Council,  they  did 
not  feel  there  was  any  necessity  for  hurrying 
on  the  Bill,  and  therefore  they  could  not  quite 
understand  those  holding  a  life-tenure  feeling 
anxious.  It  was  more  dignified  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  wait  without  saying  anything  about  the 
Bill ;  and,  so  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned, 
he  could  wait  till  the  end  of  the  session  or  after, 
and  would  not  feel  deeply  grieved  if  the  Bill 
never  saw  light  this  session.  Now,  there  were 
many  ways  of  dealing  with  reforms  of  the 
Council.  Some  wished  to  do  away  with  it 
altogether,  some  wished  to  restore  it  to  its 
ancient  prerogative,  and  some  wished  to  modify 
it  by  electing  the  members.  Well,  all  these 
proposals  were  matters  of  opinion.  For  his 
part,  he  was  for  the  present  quite  content  with 
things  as  they  were,  and  if  his  honourable 
friend  should  even  forget  the  Bill  altogether 
he  should  not  mine! ;  so  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  necessity  for  forcing  the  hands  of  the 
Government  in  that  particular,  especially  as 
there  were  questions  of  a  more  practical  and 
urgent  character  to  deal  with. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK  rose  to  a  point 
of  order.  He  would  like  to  point  out  to  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  that  the  Bill  was  to  be 
proceeded  with  forthwith  if  the  motion  were 
carried.  The  Bill  was  not  circulated,  and  it 
could  not  be  proceeded  with  forthwith. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  the 
duty  of  the  Speaker  to  dictate  to  honourable 
members  as  to  what  they  should  put  on  the 
Order  Paper. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  said,  in  moving 
the  motion  he  believed  he  said  everything  he 
wished  to  say ;  but  he  had  only  to  add  that  he 
was  not  a  party  man,  and  in  moving  the  mo- 
tion he  had  not  the  remotest  idea  of  attempting 
to  draw  the  Government,  or  to  force  the  hand 
of  the  Government.  His  motive  was  simply  to 
get  a  sight  of  the  Bill  at  the  very  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. He  was  perfectly  satisfied  now  with 
the  honourable  gentleman's  explanation  that 
the  Bill  would  be  forthcoming  by-and-by,  aad 
that  the  only  motive  the  Government  had  in 
keeping  it  back  was  that  it  should  be  brought 
before  the  Council  in  a  presentable  form.  He 
had  not  the  remotest  idea  what  the  Bill  could 
be.  He  cared  very  little  which  way  it  went,  oz^ly 
he  wished  to  see  the  Bill  and  have  time  to  con- 
sider it  before  he  gave  his  vote  upon  it.  With 
the  leave  of  the  Council  he  would  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Leave  refused,  and  motion  negatived. 

OFFICIAL  DOCUMENTS  EVIDBNOB 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKEB,  in  moviDg  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  Bill 
presented  to  Parliament  as  one  of  a  group 
of  Bills  the  result  of  conferences  between  the 
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Premiera  of  the  different  oolonieB.  It  was 
vetf  dedrable  that  in  certain  direotions  our 
legislation  shoald  go  on  the  same  lines  as  that 
of  other  colonies,  and  in  oonseqaenoe  of  an 
agreement  to  that  effect  the  Premier  of  Vic- 
toria had  forwarded  to  this  colony  the  Bill  of 
which  he  now  moved  the  second  reading.  The 
same  Bill  would  be  moved  in  the  Parliaments 
of  the  several  Australasian  Colonies,  in  order 
that  the  procedure  as  to  proving  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, official  documents,  and  other  papers 
of  the  same  sort  in  Courts  of  law  shoald  be 
one  and  the  same  throughout  the  group  of 
colonies.  They  had  an  Act  on  their  own 
statute-book  already  which  went  nearly  as 
far  as  the  present  Bill  for  their  own  pur- 
poses within  the  colony,  and  it  was  not  pro- 
posed to  repeal  that  statute  at  present,  but 
to  pass  this  one  into  law,  in  order  that  this 
colony  might  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
other  colonies  of  the  group.  It  must  be  mani- 
fest to  every  one  the  desirableness  there  was 
of  being  able  to  prove  these  documents  in  a 
certain  form  in  our  Courts  of  law  aod  in  other 
places,  and  it  must  be  also  recognised  by  the 
Council  that  in  certain  directions  it  was  most 
expedient  that  all  the  colonies  should  work  on 
similar  lines  where  suitable.  He  hoped  the 
Council  would  approve  of  both  the  objects  the 
BiU  served  to  advance. 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 

ROAD  DISTRICTS  VALIDATION  BILL. 

The  Hon,  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a 
Bill  which  proposed  to  set  at  rest  questions 
affecting  the  constitution  of  certain  road  dis- 
tricts. The  validation  of  the  constitution  of 
these  districts  had  been  called  into  question 
by  the  fact  that  they  had  borrowed  moneys 
under  the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Act,  and  it  was  very  expedient  that  any  doubt 
as  to  their  constitution  should  be  set  at  rest. 
The  BiU  was  purely  to  remove  any  informali- 
ties that  might  have  occurred  owing  to  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  Road  Boards  or  County 
Councils  in  this  matter,  but  there  was  no  mala 
fides  imputed  on  either  side.  It  was  desirable 
in  regard  to  every  one  concerned  that  these 
matters  should  be  settled,  and  the  Bill  pro- 
posed to  do  that  and  no  more. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

CEMETERIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  also 
a  short  Bill  rendered  necessary  by  the  fact  that 
at  present  there  was  some  difficulty  and  doubt 
as  to  the  trustees  of  cemeteries  being  required 
to  have  their  accounts  audited,  and  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  right  that  the  matter  should 
be  made  one  of  compulsion  and  duty  on  the 
part  of  these  trustees  to  have  their  accounts 
proferly  audited  everv  year. 

BiU  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half-past  three  p.m. 
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lington -  Manawatu  KaUway  —  Direct  Bteam- 
service  —  Produce  Markets  —  Patoa  Block  — 
liigbthouse-keepers*  Servioe  —  Treasary  Bills  — 
Electoral  B0II-4.S.  ''Elginshire"- Naval  and 
Military  Claims  —  Oitrns  Fruit— Balloting  for 
Land- Old  Soldiers'  Claims— Valnations  — Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Board  —  Railway  Stores 
Department— Seoond-class  Passengers'  Acoom- 
modation  — Pacific  Cable  — Aucklaud-Taranaki- 
Mokau  Telegraph  —  Citrus  Fruit  —  Kaikonra 
Peninsula  Lighthouse— Rimutaka  Railway— Mr. 
Allan  Orr— Public  Accounts'  Committee— Mar- 
ton- Waitotara  Railway— Lime— Irrigation  Lioans 
— lUcbmond-Bri^btwater-  Wakefield  Telephone 
Bureaux— Donald  McDonald— Lunatic  Asylums— 
Horowhenua— Assets  Realisation  Board— Asylum 
Patients'  Maintenance— New  Plymouth  Raifway- 
Btation— Toko  Post-  and  Telegraph-otlloe- Rail- 
way-trucks-Railway  Casual  Hands— Tempo- 
rary Clerks  —  Mountain  Hut  Race  — Raetihi 
Justices— Wellington  Colonial  Defence  Corps- 
Public  Trustee— Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Bank- 
ing Bill.  

Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Praybbs. 

SECOND  READING. 
Mining  BiU. 

PUBLIC  TRUSTEE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  desired  to  lay  on 
the  table  farther  correspondence  from  the 
Public  Trustee,  who  took  exception  to  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  had  said — 
that  there  was  a  most  offensive  memorandum 
among  the  correspondence,  and  that  private 
inquiry  had  been  made.  That  was  denied  hy 
the  Public  Trustee,  who  said  he  had  made 
inquiry  and  could  find  no  such  document. 
The  only  memorandum  was  one  that  was  made 
by  Mr.  MoGowan,  of  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Office.  He  moved,  That  this  paper  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  RODLESTON  asked  why  the  previous 
correspondence  on  the  subject  should  not  also 
be  printed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  charges  against  the 
Public  Trustee  were  put  in  Hansard,  and  it 
was  only  right  that  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion should  be  published.  He  had,  however, 
no  objection  to  moving  that  the  former  corre- 
spondence be  also  printed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  subsequently  moved,  That 
the  former  correspondence  on  the  subject  be 
printed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GUM  INDUSTRY  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  first 
time, 

Mr.  SEDDON  explained  briefly  that  this 
Bill  was  to  declare  reserves  adjoining  the 
settlements  in  the  North  of  Auckland.  There 
would  be  gumfields  areas  proclaimed,  and 
special  licenses  would  be  issued  to  those  who 
held  freeholds  or  leaseholds  of  the  ground,  or 
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to  those  who  were  digging  for  gum  on  private 
lands.  The  fees  for  these  special  licenses  would 
be  merelj  nominal.  There  would  then  be  ordi- 
nary gum-digging  licenses  on  lands  outside  the 
reserves  and  private  lands,  and  all  persons 
holding  those  Meenses  would  require  to  have 
lived  a  year  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  how  the  license-fees  were 
to  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  said  the  fees  would  go  to  the 
local  bodies,  and  the  control  and  management 
of  the  whole  scheme  rested  with  the  local 
bodies. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  recommending  the  House  to  make 
provision  for  an  Old-age  Pensions  Bill. 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  recommended  that  provision  be 
made  in  accordance  with  His  Excellency's 
message. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christohurch).— I  think  the 
House  would  like  to  know  from  the  Premier 
wherein  this  Bill  differs  from  that  of  last  year. 
It  would  be  interesting,  and  at  the  same  time 
it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  people  of  the 
colony,  to  know  the  amended  provisions  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  R0LLE3T0N.— Will  the  Premier  say 
what  amount  this  Bill  involves  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  first  amendment  which 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  members  to  is 
the  interpretetion  clause.  Last  session  we  got 
somewhat,  I  may  say,  in  a  difficulty  in  respect 
to  the  interpretation  of  "  income."  In  this 
Bill— 

"  *  Income'  means  any  moneys  or  profite  de- 
rived or  received  by  any  person  for  his  own  use 
or  benefit  in  any  year  by  any  means  or  from 
any  source;  and  shall  be  deemed  to  include 
personal  earnings,  but  not  any  pension  payable 
uider  this  Act : 

"  *  Income-year '  means  the  year  ending  one 
month  before  the  date  on  which  the  pension- 
claim  is  finally  admitted,  and  at  the  same  time 
in  each  subsequent  year." 

The  districts.  Registrars,  and  Deputy- Regis- 
trars are  the  same  as  last  ^ear.  The  pension 
will  be  the  same  as  provided  in  the  Bill  last 
year — namely  £18  per  annum.  In  the  qualifi- 
cation for  a  pension  we  had  certain  terms  used 
which  were  somewhat  ambiguous,  and  in  other 
oases  rather  harsh.  Those  terms  have  been 
removed  A  person  entitled  to  a  pension  under 
this  Acteshall  fulfil  the  following  conditions :— 

**  (1.)  That  he  is  residing  in  the  colony  on 
the  date  when  he  establishes  his  claim  to  the 
pension ;  and  also 

"(2.)  That  he  has  so  resided  continuously 
for  not  less  than  twenty  vears  immediately 
preceding  such  date :  Provided  that  continuous 
residence  in  the  colonv  shall  not  be  deemed  to 
have  been  interrupted  by  occasional  absence 
therefrom,  unless  the  total  period  of  all  such 
absence  exceeds  eighteen  months ;  and  also 

**  (8.)  That  during  the  period  of  ten  years 
Immediately  preceding  sncn  date  he  has  not 
Ifr  asddoH 


been  imprisoned  for  four  months,  or  on  four 
occasions,  for  any  offence  punishable  by  im- 

Srisonment  for  twelve  months  or  upwards  and 
ishononring  him  in  the  public  estimation." 
That  is  following  the  language  of  the  Danish 
Act. 

**  (4.)  That  during  the  period  of  five  years 
immediately  preceding  sucti  date  the  claimant 
has  not  for  twelve  months  or  upwards,  If  a 
husband,  deserted  his  wife,  or  without  just 
cause  failed  to  provide  her  with  adequate 
means  of  maintenance,  or  neglected  to  main- 
tein  such  of  his  children  as  were  under  the 
age  of  fourteen  years ;  or,  if  a  wife,  deserted 
her  husband  or  such  of  her  children  as  were 
under  that  age.    .    .    ." 

**  (5.)  That  he  is  of  good  moral  character^ 
and  is  leading  a  sober  and  reputable  life  ;  and 
also 

**  (6.)  That  his  yearly  income  does  not 
amount  to  fifty-two  pounds  or  upwards,  com- 
puted as  hereinafter  provided ;  ana  also 

**  (7.)  That  the  net  capital  value  of  his  ao* 
cumulated  property  does  not  amount  to  five 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  or  upwards,  com- 
puted and  assessed  as  hereinafter  provided; 
and  also 

"  (8.)  That  he  has  not  directly  or  indireoUj 
deprived  himself  of  property  or  income  in  order 
to  qualify  for  a  pension." 

Under  the  Act  of  last  year  it  was  alleged  that 
a  person  could  have  nearly  £900  and  still  claim 
a  pension.  By  this  Bill,  if  he  has  accumulated 
property  to  the  value  of  £540,  he  cannot  claim 
a  pension. 

**  9.  The    amount  of  the  pension  shall  b# 
eighteen  pounds  per  year,  diminished  by — 
"  (1.)  One  pound  for  eveir  complete  pound 
of  income  above  tnirty-four  pounds ; 
and  also  by 
*'(2.)  One  pound  for  every  complete  thirtr 
pounds  of  the  net  capital  value  of  all 
accumulated  property,  computed  and 
assessed   as   next   hereinafter    pro- 
vided." 
If  he  has  property  of  a  totel  value  of  £540  he 
cannot  draw  any  pension  at  all.    It  practically 
means  that  a  man  who  has  a  fumiehed  cottage 
that  will  be  free,  and  he  will  be  able  to  draw 
on  a  sliding  scale  according  to  this  provision. 

**10.  The  net  capital  value  of  accumulated 
property  shall  be  computed  and  assessed  in  the 
prescribed  manner,  and  for  that  purpose  the 
following  provisions  shall  apply : — 
**  (1.)  All  real  and  personal  property  owned 
by   any   person    (not    being    a  life- 
insurance  policy)  shall  be  deemed  t» 
be  his  accumulated  property. 
"(2.)  From  the   capital  value  of  such  ac- 
cumulated property  there   shall  be 
deducted    all   charges     or     encum- 
brances lawfully  existing  on  such  pro- 
perty,  and   also    the    sum   of   fifty 
pounds;    and   the  residue  then  re- 
maining shall  be  deemed  to  be  the 
net  capital  value  of  all  bis  aoctunu- 
lated  property." 
We  allow  £50,  whieh  goes  free  for  fnmitore^ 
and  so  forth. 
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The  Tariff. 


*'  13.  The  following  general  rales  shall  apply 
in  iha  oomputation  of  Inoome  for  all  fche  pur- 
poses of  this  Act  :— 

**  (1.)  There  shall  be  deducted  therefrom  all 
inoome  derived  or  received  from  ac- 
cumulated property  as  hereinbefore 
defined. 
**  (2.)  W&ere,  in  addition  to  wages  or  per- 
sonal earnings,  the  person  receiving 
the  same   receives  also   board   and 
lodging,  the  reasonable  cost  of  such 
board    and    lodging,    not   exceeding 
twenty-six  pounds  in  the  year,  shaU 
be  included  iq  the  computation  of  the 
yearly  inoome." 
B]r  the  Bill  of  last   year  a  man  might  be 
ceoeiving  15s.  a  week  and  his  board ;  he  would 
4hen  be  entitled  to  claim  a  pension:   while 
another  man  who  was  only  receiving  Ids.  a 
week  and  no   board    and  lodging  would    be 
placed  in  exactly  the  same  position.    A  case 
of  that  kind  has  been  provided  for.    That  is  a 
consequential  ameodment. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— How  do  you  pro- 
Tide  for  the  money  ? 

Mr.  SBDDON.— The  same  as  last  year— 
from  the  Oonsolidated  Fund. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — A  permanent  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEDDOK.— Yes.  There  is  no  departure 
from  tiie  principle  of  the  Bill  of  last  yeu. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  is  the  same.  It  is 
in  the  machinery  clauses  we  make  the  altera- 
tions I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  PABATA.— May  I  ask   the  Premier  if 
the  Bill  applies  to  the  Natives  7 
Mr.  8EDD0N.— Section  68  provides  :— 
'*  This  Act,  in  so  far  as  it  provides  for  the 
.grant  of  pensioos,  shall  not  apply  to, — 

*'  (1.)  AboriginflJ  natives  of  New  Zealand  to 
whom  pensions  are  paid  out  of  the 
sums  appropriated  for  Native  pur- 
poses by  « The  GivU  LUt  Act,  1868 ' ; 
nor  to 


**  (2.)  Aliens ;  nor  to 
"(3.) 


Naturalised  subjects,  except  such  as 
have  been  naturalised  for  the  period 
of  five  years  next  preceding  the  date 
on  which  they  establish  their  pen- 
sion-claims ;  nor  to 
**(4.)  Ohinese    or   other   Asiatics,    whether 

naturalised  or  not.*' 
Mr.  ROLLESTON.— What  do  yon  estimate 
will  be  the  total  cost  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  estimate  it  will  not  exceed 
ia0O,OOO  a  year. 

Resolution  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  first 
time. 

THE  TARIFF. 
Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington)  asked  the  Colo- 
Dial  Treasurer,  Whether  he  is  aware  that, 
while  the  tariff  (of  1895  was  introduced  pro- 
fessedly to  reduce  taxation  on  the  industrial 
classes  and  to  correct  anomalies,  a  comparison 
between  results  of  1898  and  1897  discloses  a 
contrary  effect — as  instances:  Ootton  piece- 
goods,  while  (he  increase  in  value  imported  of 
^m  was  only  £21,085,  the  extra  duty  collected 


was  £12,646  I83.  7d. ;  hats  and  caps,  with  an 
increase  of  value  of  only  £1,100,  the  extra  duty 
collected  was  £8,400;  millinery,  with  an  ii»> 
crease  of  value  of  £6,416,  the  extra  duty  col- 
lected was  £2,860;  fresh  fruit  (dutiable),  while 
the  value  imported  had  decreased  by  £400,  the 
extra  duty  collected  was  £1,100;  drugs  and 
chemicals,  while  dutiable  imports  increased  by 
40  per  cent.,  the  duty  collected  was  higher  by 
85  per  cent. ;  and,  seeing  that  snoh  results  are 
general  throughout,  whether  he  will  this  ses- 
sion move  to  reduce  the  taxation  of  the  people  ? 
In  preferring  this  question  he  had  chosen  the 
years  1898  and  1897  for  comparison,  being 
equidistant  from  1895,  the  date  of  the  tariff, 
and  because  imports  were  both  of  normal 
amount.  It  was  difficult  to  get  out  reliable 
figures  from  returns  available  by  members. 
Those,  however,  which  he  quoted  were  ascer- 
tainable and  correct,  and,  he  thought,  was  a 
fair  example  of  the  general  effect  of  the  1896 
tariff.  In  this  he  was  further  confirmed  by 
the  fact  that  duties  paid  on  ad  vcUorem  goods 
in  1894  amounted  to  lis.  9^.  per  head  of 
the  population,  and  to  168.  -5fd.  per  head  in 
1897. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  to  answer  this  question 
properly  would  really  require  a  very  lengthy 
return,  as  a  statement  without  explanation 
would  be  absolutely  misleading.  The  honourable 
member  asked  in  this  question,  ^*  Whether  he  is 
aware  that,  while  the  tariff  of  1895  was  intro- 
duced professedly  to  reduce  taxation  on  the 
industrial  classes,"  et  cetera.  He  might  say 
the  new  tariff  had  made  a  reduction  in  favour 
of  the  industrial  classes,  and  the  amount  to 
which  reduction  was  made  was,  he  thought, 
about  £97,000  since  1895.  Then,  in  respect  to 
cotton  piece-goods,  all  under  4d.  per  yard 
remained  at  10  per  cent.  There  had  been  an 
increase  in  ootton  piece-goods,  but  that  was 
upon  the  more  expensive  kinds,  which  were  not 
the  class  of  goods  used  by  the  poorer  of  our 
industrial  classes  at  all.  As  regards  millinery 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  made  a  mistake. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— What  mistake  is  there? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  made  a  mistake.  In  respect  to  fruit,  the 
Government  had  certainly  deliberate]|r  placed 
a  tariff  on  that,  but  that  had  been  done  m  the 
interests  of  the  fruit-growers  of  the  odony. 
As  regM^ds  drugs  and  patent  medicines,  it  was 
thou^t  that  a  number  of  people  were  being 
poisoned  every  year  with  some  of  these  rub- 
bishy mixtures,  and  the  Government  had  in- 
creased the  tariff  on  those  medicines  for  the 
Eurpose  of  prolonging  the  lives  of  tiie  in> 
abitants  of  the  colony.  He  must  admit  that 
there  had  been  an  increased  revenue,  and  the 
difference  between  the  increase  in  the  prinoipal 
items  interfered  with  by  the  tariff  and  the 
remissions  granted  under  the  tariff,  calculated 
on  the  importations  from  the  passing  of  the 
tariff  to  the  81st  December,  1897,  was:  in- 
crease, £155,581 ;  decrease,  from  duties  remit- 
ted, £116,882  ;  leaving  a  balanee  of  £88,749; 
but  on  spirits,  beer,  and  tobacco,  since  the 
change  of  tariff  in  1895,  to  the  81st  December, 
1897,  the  increased  revenue  amounted  to  £89,000* 
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He  was  Bimply  answering  the  question  to  show 
the  honouraole  gentleman  that  on  these  three 
items  there  was  a  large  amount  of  in  creased 
revenue.  It  could  not  be  said  that  if  persons 
consumed  more  spirits  or  beer,  or  smoked  more 
cigarettes  and  tobacco,  it  was  a  fresh  taxation 
by  the  tariff  on  the  industrial  classes.  He 
wished  to  disclaim  being  in  any  way  respon- 
■ible  for  the  increased  consumption  of  beer, 
spirits,  or  tobacco. 

WELLINGTON-MANAWATU  BAILWAY. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Lyttelton)  asked  the  Premier, 
Will  the  Government,  at  an  early  date,  afford 
the  House  an  opportuuity  to  debate  a  motion 
(on  non-party  lines)  for  the  purchase  by  the 
colony  of  the  Wellingtou-Manawatu  Railway  ? 
He  might  say,  in  submitting  this  question,  that 
he  shared  with  most  colonists  the  opinion  that 
the  time  had  arrived  for  the  purchase  by  the 
colony  of  this  railway.  He  had  no  doubt  most 
members  of  the  House  also  thought  the  same. 
There  was  an  opinion  prevalent  that  there  had 
been  considerable  friction  for  some  time  past 
between  those  managing  the  Government  lines 
and  the  management  of  the  Manawatu  Rail- 
way, and  that  must  continue  until  the  line 
was  purchased  by  the  Government.  The  line 
was  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  proper  work- 
ing of  the  network  of  Government  railways, 
and  he  fi^iled  to  see  why  action  in  the  matter 
had  not  been  taken  by  the  Government  before 
now.  If  there  was  any  doubt  about  the  matter, 
he  would  suggeet  that  an  opportunity  should  be 
given  to  the  House  to  consider  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  involved  a  serious 
question  of  finance.  Members  were,  he  knew, 
anxious  to  have  the  Financial  Statement 
down,  but  he  could  not  disclose  piecemeal 
what  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment might  be.  It  had  been  asserted  that 
there  had  been  an  arrangement  for  the  com- 
pany to  unload  this  line  on  to  the  Government. 
He  desired  to  give  that  an  answer  positively 
in  the  negative.  The  Government  had  never 
been  approached  for  the  purchase  of  the  line, 
and  as  the  company  seemed  satisfied,  and  as 
the  Goverpment  were  also  satisfied,  he  did  not 
see  any  pressing  necessity  for  this  matter  being 
brought  oef ore  the  House  simply  to  be  debated 
as  an  abstract  question.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman,  or  any  other  honourable  gentleman, 
had  any  information  or  knew  of  any  circum- 
stances which  rendered  it  necessary,  for  his 
own  part  he  was  always  willing  and  pleased  to 
have  matters^speoially  of  such  importance 
as  this— discussed  by  the  House.  No  doubt  as 
affecting  the  west  coast  of  the  North  Island 
this  was  a  most  important  question.  But  at 
the  same  time,  when  his  colleague  was  dealing 
with  the  Public  Works  Statement  it  would  be 
Been  that  there  were  places  where  there  were  no 
railways  at  all,  and  where  there  were  no  roads 
or  tracks  for  the  settlers.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  North  of  Auckland.  The  settlers  there 
might  object — and  with  reason  — to  saddling 
the  colony  with  three-quarters  of  a  million 
for  what  would  be  a  luxury ;  as  compared  with 
their  not  having  what  was  really  a  necessity. 


That  was  the  position.  There  were  some 
people  who  took  exception  to  the  indebtedness, 
and  .said  that  already  the  colonv  had  largely 
increased  its  indebtedness.  This,  of  course, 
would  mean  taking  over  another  liability,  and 
therefore  it  was  a  matter  of  public  poUoy  in- 
volving the  question  of  finance.  Ha  thanked 
the  honourable  member  for  giving  him  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  his  opinion  on  the 
matter,  and  would  tell  him  that  his  mind  was 
entirely  open  respecting  it. 

DIRECT  STEAM-SERVICE. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki)  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  If  he  will  take  into  consideratiDn 
the  question  of  making  arrangements  with  the- 
steam  shipping  companies  trading  to  this 
colony  to  insure  the  sailing  of  steamers  direct 
to  London  every  fortnight,  timed  to  arrive  in 
London  at  regular  intervals  7  He  would  point 
out  that  it  was  of  great  importance  to  those 
engaged  in  the  dairy  industry  that  there  should 
be  a  line  of  communication  between  this  colony 
and  the  Mother-country  by  steamers  arriving 
in  London  at  regular  fortnightly  intervals. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  that  the  colony 
had  no  control  whatever  respecting  the  direct 
steamers.  As  a  matter  of  course,  it  would  be 
a  great  convenience  if  the  owners  and  agents 
of  these  steamers  would  do  as  indicated  in  the 
question.  He  would  make  representations  to 
them,  but  he  had  really  no  power  in  the  matter. 

PRODUCE  MARKETS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier.  Whether  he 
vdll  take  the  earliest  opportunity,  in  order  to 
obtain  additional  markets  for  the  produce  of 
the  colony,  of  conferring  with  owners  of  carga 
steamers  with  a  view  to  the  sending  of  such 
steamers  at  stated  periods  to  Western  Australia 
and  the  Cape  Colony  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  a  question  which 
he  believed  was  now  before  a  Select  Committee 
of  the  House,  and  he  anticipated  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  collate  evidence  and  bring  down 
a  report  which  would  be  of  advantage  and 
benefit  to  the  colony.  He  would  be  only  too 
pleased  to  confer  with  the  owners  of  cargo 
steamers,  with  a  view  to  the  sending  of 
steamers  to  Western  Australia  and  the  Cape 
Colony ;  but  he  did  not  wish  to  anticipate  the 
report  which  might  be  brought  down  by  the 
Committee.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
any  information  at  his  command  he  would 
thank  him  very  much  if  he  would  give  it  to  the 
Committee,  as  they  were  dealing  with  what  he 
considered  was  one  of  the  most  vital  questions 
affecting  the  welfare  of  the  producers  of  this- 
colony. 

PATUA  BLOCK. 
Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  will  place  a  sum  of  £200  on  the 
estimates  for  opening  up  the  Pitone  and 
Sander's  Roads  through  Native  lands  to  give 
access  to  the  central  and  western  parts  of  the 
Patua  Block  recently  thrown  open  for  selec- 
tion ?  He  would  point  out  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands  that  the  roads  mentioned  ran  through' 
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NfttiTe  land  which  was  oataide  a  road  distriot, 
and  from  which  the  road  district  received  no 
rates,  and  on  which  the  Boad  Board  ooold  not 
legally  expend  funds.  These  roads,  if  opened 
up  through  the  Native  land  in  question,  would 
matezisily  shorten  the  distance  for  settlers  in 
the  part  of  the  Patua  Block  newly  opened  for 
settlement  in  reaching  the  metalled  road — the 
main  road  between  Opunake  and  New  Ply- 
mouth, 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Landu) 
might  say  that  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
had  been  already  voted  for  expenditure  on  the 
roads  in  the  Patua  Block,  and  that  the  sum  of 
£1,686  had  been  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  up  this  block.  If  any  part  of  this 
could  be  spared  for  the  roads  mentioned  it 
could  be  used,  but  if  a  special  sum  of  money 
was  required,  over  and  above  the  sum  set  aside 
for  the  purpose,  they  would  have  to  oonsider 
that  in  oonnection  with  the  Public  Works 
Statement. 

LIGHTHOUSE-KEEPERS'  SERVICE. 

Mr.  JOYOE  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
Whether  he  will  rearrange  the  lighthouse- 
keepers'  service  upon  an  up-to-date  principle 
which  exists  on  the  coast  of  Qreat  Britain,  so 
that  the  men  employed  may  have  practical 
experience  of  hasardous  and  technical  duties 
pertaining  to  ship-  and  boat- work  ?  In  bringing 
this  matter  forward  it  must  be  understood  that 
he  was  not  making  any  reflection  upon  the 
head  of  the  department,  Mr.  Glasgow.  He 
recognised  in  Mr.  Glasgow  a  zealous  and  gene- 
rally an  efficient  officer,  but  he  did  not  think  he 
possessed  the  technical  knowledge  that  should 
be  possessed  in  the  appointment  of  men  to 
the  lighthouse  service.  He  knew  that  many 
of  the  men  who  were  lighthouse-keepers  here 
bad  not  the  same  capacity  and  knowledge  that 
the  men  had  who  were  in  charge  of  the  light- 
booses  on  the  coast  of  England.  At  Home 
old  sailors  were  appointed — men  who  had  had 
experience  in  matters  connected  with  ships 
and  boats.  That  was  not  so  here,  however. 
Then,  agidn,  the  men  were  kept  too  long  at 
the  stations,  being  kept  three,  five,  emd  some- 
times seven  years.  That  was  much  too  long 
for  any  man  to  remain  in  an  isolated  place 
such  as  a  lighthouse.  In  the  Old  Oountry 
they  were  not  kept  longer  than  twelve  months 
at  one  station.  Possibly  as  the  result  of  put- 
ting the  question  information  would  be  elicited 
that  would  lead  to  the  rearrangement  of  the 
service  in  the  colony,  and  he  hoped  that  woald 
be  the  case. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  of  Marine)  said 
it  was  news  to  him  to  near  that  our  method  of 
selecting  lighthouse-keepers  was  defective.  He 
thought  it  was  quite  as  much  up  to  date  as 
that  of  the  Old  Country.  It  was  true  that  in 
the  Old  Country  they  took  on  old  sailors  as 
lighthouse-keepers,  but  here  men  were  taken 
in  the  prime  of  life,  and  preference  was  always 
given  to  those  who  had  led  a  sea-faring  life. 
As  to  the  matter  of  shifting  the  keepers  from 
one  plaoe  to  another,  that  in  New  Zealand  was 
expensive.     It  was  not  expensive  to  shift  a 


lighthouse-keeper  and  his  wife  and  family 
perhaps  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 
other  every  twelve  months.  So  far  as  the  out-, 
lying  lighthouses  were  concerned,  the  changes 
were  made  a  little  more  frequently  than  at  Sie 
more  comfortable  ones ;  they  were  made  about 
every  four  years.  He  knew  that  in  the  Old 
Oountry  they  had  very  few  married  men  re- 
siding at  the  lighthouses,  and  that  might  be 
one  reason  why  the  transfers  were  made  more 
frequently.  Here,  too,  the  lighthouse-keepera 
did  not  like  to  be  changed  about  too  much 
after  they  got  accustomed  to  a  locality  and 
were  settled  in  it,  and  it  was  mainly  on  ac- 
count of  the  necessity  for  making  ehanges  in 
outlying  places  that  chajages  were  made.  Si> 
far  as  age  was  concerned,  we  employed  a  better 
class  of  men  than  were  employed  at  this  work 
in  the  Old  Oountry,  and  preference  was  always 
given  to  sea-faring  men. 

TREASURY  BILLS. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,. 
Whether  he  is  aware  that  the  full  amount  of 
£476,000  Treasury  bills  specially  authorised  in 
1893  to  be  issued  to  redeem  the  Imperial 
guaranteed  debentures  are  still  afloat,  while 
the  Treasury  now  only  holds  £400«000  of  these 
debentures  ?  and  further  asked,  How  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  debentures  sold  are  held,  or  why 
an  equivalent  amount  of  Treasury  bills  has  not 
been  redeemed  ?  This  wss  a  matter  of  some 
importance,  as  it  was  very  desirable  that  our 
returns  should  be  accurate.  The  House  would 
recollect  that  in  1893  authority  was  given  to  ex- 
tend the  amount  of  Treasury  bills  to  £1,476,000, 
this  especially  to  enable  the  guaranteed  de- 
bentures, amounting  to  £476,000,  to  be  re- 
deemed, one  reason  given  being  that  they  were 
to  be  deposited  with  the  Bank  of  England 
against  temporary  advances  in  payment  of 
interest,  and  to  be  held  in  case  of  any  financifld 
emergency.  It  appeared  that  £76,000  of  those 
debentures  had  been  sold  to  the  Post  Office,  and, 
so  far  as  he  knew,  the  House  had  never  been 
informed  of  the  reasons.  It  might  be  said  that 
this  was  not  a  matter  of  very  great  importance, 
as  they  had  been  sold  to  a  Government  depart- 
ment ;  but,  still,  the  provision  afliainst  an 
emergency  was  reduced.  And,  further,  there 
were  Treasury  bills  specially  issued  against 
this  £76,000  debentures  outstanding.  These 
bills  issued  for  a  specific  object  should  have 
been  cancelled.  Beyond  the  irregularity,  the 
efleot  was  that  the  borrowing-power,  not  now 
uaed  as  against  these  debentures,  was  in- 
creased, although  not  at  present  exercised  be- 
yond the  intentions  of  the  House.  Then,  he 
strongly  disapproved  of  the  disposal  of  those 
debentures.  Cfonsidering  the  financial  position 
of  the  colony,  £476,000  was  itself  too  small  an 
amount  to  hold  againt  emergencies,  and  it 
should  never  have  been  reduced. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  quite  correct  that 
£476,000  of  Treasury  bills  had  been  issued  in 
respect  of  a  like  amount  of  guaranteed-  deben- 
tures redeemed,  and  that  only  £400,000  of  such 
debentures  were  now  held  by  the  Treasury ;  but 
inasmuch  as  £811,000  of  Treasury  bills,  inolud- 
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ing  the  £476,000  specially  issued,  were  outstand- 
ing on  the  Slst  March,  1894,  and  only  £780,000 
on  the  81st  March,  1898,  it  showed  that  £81 ,000 
had  heen  paid  o£f,  and  therefore  it  was  difficult 
to  state  definitely  what  amount  was  actually 
outstanding  in  respect  of  the  special  issue  of  the 
£476,000,  and  for  this  reason :  The  authority 
to  issue  Treasury  hills  was  for  £1,476,000  as 
a  whole,  against  which  only  £780,000  of  bills 
A8  a  whole  were  outstanding  at  the  close  of 
last  year.  There  was  no  obligation,  he  might 
say,  by  law  to  redeem  or  reduce  the  Treasury 
bills  upon  the  sale  or  hypothecation  of  the 
guaranteed  debentures;  and,  therefore,  they 
oonsidered  it  convenient  to  retain  the  division 
of  the  balance  outstanding  as  shown  in  the 
Treasury  abstract — namely,  £476,000  in  respect 
of  guaranteed  debentures,  and  £254,000  in 
anticipation  of  revenue.  £76,000  of  guaranteed 
debentures  were  sold  to  one  of  our  own  depart- 
ments, and  the  proceeds  went  into  the  ways 
and  means  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  For  the 
reasons  he  had  already  stated,  it  was  impossible 
to  ear-mark  the  Treasury  bills  in  the  way  the 
honourable  member  seemed  to  indicate  by  his 
question. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  had  followed  the 
explanation  of  the  honourable  gentleman;  but 
the  matter  amounted  to  this :  His  attention 
being  drawn  to  it,  debentures  in  future  ought 
not  to  be  issued  on  that  account.  This  ex- 
press authority,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  altered, 
reducing  authorised  Treasury  bills  by  value 
■old. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  he  was  asked  him- 
self about  this,  and  he  said,  *<  If  you  do  not 
put  down  the  total  amount  the  next  question 
will  be  that  we  have,  probably,  without  the  au- 
thority of  law,  taken  the  £76,000,  and  that  we 
had  not  anything  against  it."  But  if  the  ques- 
tion is  asked  I  will  give  that  reason,  showing, 
as  I  have  said,  by  the  law  under  which  they 
were  issued,  there  was  no  necessity  to  ear- 
mark ;  and  then,  as  I  have  said,  the  question 
will  naturally  arise.  How  much  or  in  what 
proportion  does  the  £780,000  bear  to  the 
£476,000  ?  No  doubt  the  honourable  member 
was  right  as  regarded  the  £400,000  being  there, 
and  £76,000  going  to  meet  loans  hypothecated. 

ELECTORAL  ROLL. 
Mr.  MoNAB  (Mataura)  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,— (1.)  What  instructions  have  been 
given  to  Registrars  of  Electors  regarding  the 
course  to  be  taken  on  the  filing  of  objections  to 
any  name  upon  the  electoral  roll  under  **  The 
Electoral  Act,  1898"?  (2.)  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  some  Registrars  ignore  aJl  such  ob- 
jections, and  take  no  steps  whatever  to  insure 
that  the  electoral  rolls  are  amended  from  time 
to  time  as  required  by  law?  He  had  asked 
this  question  on  account  of  the  great  number 
of  complaints  made  about  the  inability  of 
electors  to  get  the  electoral  rolls  purged. 
Year  after  year  passed,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  electors  left  an  electoral  district 
and  took  up  their  permanent  residence  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony,  and  great  difficulty 
wai  experienced  in  the  attempt  to  get  these 
Mr.Ssddam 


names  removed.  He  would  like  to  know  what 
instructions  were  given  to  Registrars  of  Eleoton 
as  to  the  action  they  should  take  when  com- 
plaints were  made  to  them.  He  had  known 
cases  where  Registrars  took  no  action  whatever, 
and  electors  who  had  gone  to  other  distriou 
came  back,  recorded  their  votes,  and  thetel^ 
retained  their  names  on  the  roll.  He  knew 
that  some  Registrars  were  in  the  habit,  when 
new  rolls  were  to  be  printed,  of  sending  the  old 
electoral  roll  with  only  the  names  of  tiiose 
struck  out  who  did  not  vote,  whilst  numbers 
had  since  died  or  left  the  colony,  and  were  no 
longer  eligible  for  various  other  reasons. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
was  very  fortunate  if  those  who  came  back  to 
vote  were  alive,  because  cases  were  known  where 
those  who  were  dead  voted;  but  the  great 
trouble  arose  from  this  fact :  that  the  Registrars 
of  Electors  in  many  cases  were  public  officers 
holding  other  positions,  and  the  position  was 
thrust  upon  them  and  they  were  really  not 
paid,  and  it  meant  extra  time  which  they  had 
to  devote  to  this  duty,  which,  he  believed,  in 
some  instances  they  did  not  do.  But  he  might 
say  he  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  position 
of  our  rolls  and  with  the  system  on  which  they 
were  made  up.  He  knew  of  cases — and  how 
it  arose  it  was  impossible  to  say — but  there 
were  hundreds  and  thousands  of  cases  in  one 
electorate  where  people  had  actuallv  voted, 
and  had  then  been  struck  ofi  the  roll. 
It  showed  a  laxity  somewhere.  The  Re- 
turning Officer  was  supposed  to  put  a  mark 
against  the  names  of  those  who  voted,  and  he 
had  poll-clerks  with  him  who  did  the  same; 
but  in  cases  of  disputed  elections  it  afterwards 
arose  that  the  wrong  person  was  ticked  of!  at 
voting.  It  was  hard  to  say  how  it  arose ;  but 
there  was  some  one  who  was  seriously  to 
blame.  Complaints  were  so  prevalent  that 
the  Government  decided  to  have  lists  printed 
showing  the  names  of  those  struck  off,  as  a 
guide  to  the  public,  and  people  who  have  seen 
these  lists  were  absolutely  amaMd  to  find  their 
names  marked  as  those  who  had  not  voted.  It 
was  thought  advisable  at  one  time  to  get  new 
rolls  printed.  On  reconsideration,  they  had 
decided  to  leave  the  matter  over.  He  thought, 
himself,  that  the  law  required  alteration,  and 
for  the  fact  to  be  made  plain  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Registrar  to  see  that  all  persona 
duly  entitled  were  placed  on  the  roll.  In  hie 
opinion,  as  it  was  now  done,  it  simply 
meant  that  both  parties  often  deceived  the 
people.  They  took  the  names  of  claimants, 
and  the  unfortunate  claimant  reckoned,  as 
he  had  given  in  his  form  to  the  canvasser,  it 
would  be  all  right  on  election  day.  The  election 
day  came,  and  he  went  to  the  poll.  Somehow 
or  other  his  particular  paper  waa  lost  in  the 
course  of  transit,  and  never  reached  the  Re- 
gistrar at  all.  He  did  not  say  that  one  party 
more  than  another  did  this.  At  the  same  time, 
the  law  should  not  permit  that  state  of  things 
to  exist.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  some  one  to 
see  that  our  rolls  were  properly  made  up  and 
purged ;  and  that  was  the  difficulty.  His  an- 
swer to  the  question  would  be  in  the  negative. 
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The  Begistnn  were  sUbtatoxy  offioera ;  and  he 
had  refrained,  and  woald  refrain,  from  giving 
maj  instmotions  to  officers  who  had  a  respon- 
sibility under  law.  In  the  meantime  it  was 
deniable  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  see  that 
penoois  were  properly  enrolled  upon  our  elec- 
toral rolls. 

S.S.  "ELGINSHIRE." 
Mr.  WARD  (Awarua)  asked  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  If  he  will  take  early  steps  to  have 
that  undesirable  immigrant,  the  wreck  of  the 
B.S.  "  Elginshire,"  blown  up,  and  so  remove  a 
marine  danger  and  disfigurement  from  our 
coast  ?  The  position  of  the  8.s.  '*  Elginshire  " 
would  be  familiar  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  department,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  that,  if  the  Qovemment  had 
not  the  power  to  cause  the  removal  of  such 
Tcaaels,  then  the  owners  of  the  vessels  should 
be  oompelled  to  remove  it.  This  vessel  was 
now  breaking  up,  and  if  an  accident  occurred 
in  foggy  weather  to  another  vessel,  which  was 
quite  possible,  then  a  certain  amount  of  blame 
would  be  oast  on  the  authorities  for  not  having 
removed  the  wreck;  in  addition  to  which  it 
was  an  eyesore,  and  not  very  creditable  to  have 
the  vessel  there  so  long.  He  should  be  glad  to 
hear  if  the  honourable  gentleman  could  see  his 
way  to  have  this  vessel  blown  up,  or  removed 
in  some  way. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  thought  it  would  be  as 
well  if  the  wreck  were  destroyed.  The  vessel 
was  now  breaking  up,  and  portions  of  it  were 
to  l>e  seen  floating  about  at  times.  He  would 
see  if  the  owner  could  be  called  upon  to  destroy 
the  wreck,  and,  if  not,  the  department  might 
have  to  take  it  in  hand. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  OBOWTHER  (Auckland  City)  asked  the 
Government,  When  will  an  opportunity  be 
afforded  to  claimants  for  a  rehearing  under 
"The  Naval  and  Military  Claims  Settlement 
and  Extinguishment  Act,  1896,"  whose  claims 
the  Commission  recommends  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  further  inquiry  and  consideration? 
According  to  the  report  laid  on  the  table 
several  hundreds  of  the  claims  had  been  de- 
ferred, or,  he  might  say,  shunted,  and  in  some 
of  the  oases  it  would  be  hard  to  give  any 
reason  for  such  treatment.  A  number  of  the 
elaims  were  not  favourably  considered  on 
aoeount  of  what  were  called  technical  objec- 
tions, snob  as  bad  character. 

An  Hon.  Mexbeb.  —  Thak  is  a  good  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  OROWTHER  said,  WeU,  if  a  soldier 
bad  fought  through  the  war  and  had  been 
true  to  the  colours  he  ought  to  receive  his 
claim.  For  himself,  if  he  had  been  an  old 
*oldier  and  was  told  he  was  not  entitled  to 
recognition  on  account  of  having  quarrelled 
with  one  of  the  regiment  he  would  think  that 
bftd  very  little  to  do  with  it.  He  trusted  the 
Minister  would  give  him  a  favourable  reply. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  under  **The  Naval  and  Military 
Clauns  Settlement  and  Extinguishment  Act, 


1896,"  was  now  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and 
it  was  the  intention  when  that  Act  was  passed 
that  the  inquiries  made  by  that  Commission 
should  be  final.  There  had  been  three  or  four 
sif tings  of  the  claims  by  various  Commissions, 
and  he  was  really  afraid  there  would  be  no 
finality  to  the  subject  unless  the  House  would 
itself  take  the  matter  up  and  vote  £50,000  for 
the  claimants.  But,  even  if  that  were  done, 
he  thought  some  of  the  claimants  might  come 
back  on  the  colony  for  farther  assistance  after- 
wards. The  question  was  one  that  would  have 
to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Government  and  the 
House.  The  Government  would  endeavour  to 
bring  down  proposals,  and  it  would  be  for  the 
House  to  accept  them  or  amend  them. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  if  the  pro- 
posals would  be  brought  down  this  session. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlB.—Yes. 

CITRUS  FRUIT. 
Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  (Marsden)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture,— (1.)  What  steps  are 
being  taken  to  prohibit  the  importation  and 
landing  of  scale  •  infected  citrus  fruit  in  the 
Porta  of  Wellington,  Lyttelton,  and  Dunedin  7 
(2.)  Is  the  Minister  aware  that  a  case  of  in- 
fected fruit  has  been  exhibited  in  the  lobby  of 
this  House,  which  was  landed  at  Dunediu,  and 
said  to  have  been  condemned  by  the  Customs 
officers?  (3.)  Why  was  this  condemned  fruit 
allowed  to  be  removed  from  Dunedin  to  Wel- 
lington ?  This  was  a  very  serious  matter.  In 
the  northern  part  of  Auckland  the  cultivation 
of  citrus  fruit  was  now  carried  on  to  a  large 
extent,  and,  owing  to  the  stringent  regulations 
that  had  been  brought  into  force  within  the 
last  few  years  in  Australia,  the  Australian  Gk>- 
vernments  would  not  allow  any  scale-infeoted 
fruit  to  be  exposed  for  sale  in  Australia.  The 
result  was  that  all  scale-infected  fruit  in  Aus- 
tralia was  bought  up  by  the  agents  of  New 
Zealand  fruit-importers  at  a  nominal  rate  and 
sent  to  New  Zealand,  so  that  this  colony  was 
now  made  the  dumping-ground  for  the  whole 
of  the  diseased  fruit  of  Australia.  Some  mem- 
bers might  argue  that  the  diseased  fruit  could 
be  imported  into  the  southern  portion  of  the 
colony  without  there  being  any  risk  of  trans- 
mitting the  diseaae  to  the  northern  part  of  the 
colony;  but  that  was  all  nonsense,  because  un- 
less the  fruit  was  destroyed  and  the  cases  burnt 
the  disease  might  be  carried  all  over  the  colony. 
It  was  well  known  that  any  package  that  had 
contained  the  diseased  fruit,  if  again  used  for 
packing,  still  held  the  germs  of  the  disease,  so 
that  it  might  be  spread  from  one  end  of  New 
Zealand  to  the  other.  He  might  say  that  this 
scale  disease  was  one  of  the  worst  diseases 
known  to  attack  the  citrus  fruit.  It  had  now 
become  so  bad  in  California  and  Florida  that  the 
American  Government  had  to  resort  to  the  only 
means  there  was  of  destroying  it— by  putting 
an  airtight  tent  over  the  trees  and  fumigating 
them.  This  process  was  so  expensive,  however, 
that  many  of  the  lemon-and-orange  groves  of 
Florida  and  California  had  had  to  be  destroyed, 
as  the  owners  of  orchards  found  it  was  better 
to  take  that  course  than  to  adopt  this  expen- 
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Bive  method  of  dealing  with  the  disease.  Ha 
would  like  to  add  that  only  a  few  days  ago  he 
noticed  in  the  lobby  a  case  of  frnit,  which,  he 
was  told,  had  been  condemned  in  Dunedin,  but 
which  by  some  mysterious  means  had  found 
its  way  to  Wellington.  The  fruit  was  badly 
covered  with  red  scale,  and,  although  he  was 
aware  the  Government  had  taken  some  action 
in  the  way  of  checking  the  importation  of  this 
class  of  fruit,  he  could  not  understand  how  it 
was  that  fruit  that  had  been  condemned  by  the 
Government  officers  was  then  allowed  to  be 
shifted  from  Dunedin  to  Wellington.  Unless, 
then,  the  most  stringent  regulations  were  en- 
forced as  to  the  importation  and  sale  of  this 
fruit  it  would  be  quite  useless  to  attempt  to 
carry  on  the  cultivation  of  citrus  fruits  in  the 
colony,  because  if  the  disease  spread  through 
the  colony  the  whole  of  the  industry  would  be 
destroyed.  He  might  tell  honourable  members 
that  to  the  north  of  Auckland  there  was  a  large 
area  of  country  that  was  well  adapted  for  the 
cultivation  of  this  fruit,  a  great  deal  of  the 
country  being  fit  for  no  other  class  of  culture ; 
and  for  that  reason,  among  others,  he  trusted 
the  Government  would  see  the  necessity  of,  as 
far  as  they  could,  preventing  the  introduction 
of  this  diseased  fruit.  And  not  only  should  it 
be  prevented  from  being  introduced,  but  no 
diseased  fruit  should  be  allowed  to  be  exposed 
for  sale.  He  had  been  told  that  large  quan- 
tities of  the  fruit  had  been  allowed  to  be 
landed  at  the  southern  ports,  and  that  the 
importers  there  had  been  permitted  to  simply 
wash  the  parasites  oft  and  then  expose  it  for 
sale.  The  washing  of  the  fruit,  however,  was 
no  protection  whatever ,  besides  which  it  was 
possible  that  the  cases  would  be  scattered  all 
over  the  colony,  and  in  that  way  the  disease 
would  be  spread.  He  hoped,  then,  the  Minister 
would  issue  stringent  instructions  to  his  officers 
all  over  the  colony,  and  that  those  instructions 
would  be  carried  out  to  the  letter,  so  that  all 
diseased  fruit  would  be  destroyed  unless  it  was 
sent  back  to  Australia.  And  under  no  condi- 
tions should  fruit  that  wa>s  once  condemned  be 
allowed  to  be  sold  or  used  in  any  way.  The 
scale- infected  lemons  were  perfectly  unfit  for 
human  food.  Lemons  were  largely  used  for 
food — the  peel  as  well  as  the  interior  part — and 
the  peel  was  in  many  cases  covered  with  the 
insect.  With  oranges  it  did  not  matter  so 
much,  as  the  peel  was  generally  thrown  away. 
He  trusted  the  Minister  would.be  able  to  give 
him  a  favourable  reply. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE  said  one  would  imagine 
from  the  explanation  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber in  connection  with  this  matter  that  the 
Government  were  doing  nothing  at  all.  The 
honourable  member  must  know  that  there 
were  stringent  regulations  in  force  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  to  prevent  diseased  fruit  of  any 
sort  being  landed  in  New  Zealand,  and  that 
these  were  being  rigidly  enforced  there  was  no 
doubt.  The  fruit  that  was  landed  at  all  the 
ports  named  was  carefully  inspected.  To  come 
CO  the  cases  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
member  :  the  fruit  in  question  was  condemned 
by  the  Inspector  at  Dunedin,  but  by  some 
Mr.  R.  Thompson 


means  or  other  it  was  afterwards  removed 
from  the  Railway  Wharf  sheds  at  Dunedin. 
The  owners,  he  believed,  repacked  it  and  sent- 
it  to  Wellington.  That,  of  course,  was  not 
known  to  the  department  until  it  was  too- 
late;  but  an  information  had  since  been 
laid  against  the  owners  of  tbis  fruit  for  an 
infringement  of  the  Act,  and  they  would 
accordingly  be  prosecuted  in  Dunedin  for  such 
infringement.  As  to  the  fruit  that  was  ex- 
hibited in  the  lobby  of  the  House,  the  first  he 
knew  of  the  matter  was  seeing  this  question  on 
the  Order  Paper.  He  did  not  see  any  of  the 
fruit  himself,  and  when  it  was  brought  under 
his  notice  he  found  it  was  useless  to  try  and 
trace  it,  for  it  had  been  reported  to  him  that 
the  fruit  had  been  devoured  by  honourable 
members,  and  that  it  had  only  lasted  a  day 
and  a  night.  Thai  was  the  explanation  given 
to  him  of  the  reason  why  they  had  not  been 
able  to  trace  the  fruit  any  further.  He  could 
assure  the  honourable  member  everything  waa 
being  done  by  the  Agricultural  Department  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  diseased  fruit  to 
this  colony.  He  had  no  doubt  the  question  of 
the  honourable  member  would  do  good  in  draw- 
ing the  attention  of  those  who  imported  fruit 
to  the  fact  that  they  were  not  to  be  allowed  to 
disregard  the  regulations  or  infringe  them  in 
any  way. 

BALLOTING  FOR  LANDS. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  If  the  Government  will  amend  **  The 
Land  Act,  1892,"  by  adding  a  clause  providing 
that,  upon  an  application  being  made  to  the 
Oommissioner  of  Grown  Lands  for  the  district 
by  not  less  than  two  persons  who  have  not 
succeeded  in  obtaining  land  in  any  previous 
ballot,  he  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  confine 
the  ballot  for  the  lands  mentioned  in  such  ap- 
plication to  persons  who  have  made  previous 
unsuccessful  applications  for  land?  He  had 
been  induced  to  place  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  in  consequence  of  representationa 
which  had  been  made  to  him  by  a  number  of 
settlers  who  had  hitherto  been  unsuccessful  in 
obtaining  land.  It  was  probably  well  known 
to  the  Minister  of  Lands  tnat  under  the  present 
system  of  ballot  a  man  might  apply  any  num- 
ber of  times  for  land  and  not  be  successful  in 
obtaining  a  single  section.  He  hoped  to  see 
the  land  regulations  so  amended  as  to  provide 
for  those  who  were  desirous  of  obtaining  land, 
and  had  hitherto  been  unsuccessful  in  their 
applications,  having  a  better  opportunity  of 
getting  sections,  and  securing  the  land  for 
those  who  were  likely  to  make  the  most  suc- 
cessful settlers. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  no  amendment  of 
the  Land  Act  was  contemplated  that  session ; 
and  even  if  an  amendment  of  the  Act  was  con- 
templated, it  would  not  be  fair  or  right  to  the 
people  of  the  country  to  pass  such  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Act  as  was  suggested  in  the 
honourable  gentleman's  question.  There  was 
no  doubt  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of 
dissatisfaction,  owing  to  the  fact  that  people 
who  applied  for  sections  were  not  successful 
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peidiapB  on  the  first  two  or  three  oooadons ;  but 
to  do  anything  that  would  prevent  those  who 
were  in  want  of  land  taking  part  in  a  ballot 
would,  he  thought,  be  entirely  out  of  place, 
and  would  not  conduce  to  the  settlement  of 
people  on  the  land.  Men  might  not  be  in  a 
position  to  take  up  land  until  they  arrived  at  a 
certain  stage  of  their  lives,  and  when  they  were 
ready  to  take  it  up  they  should  be  at  liberty  to 
l^>ply  for  any  land  which  might  be  offering  at 
the  time.  To  limit  a  ballot  to  certain  indi- 
vidnals  would  cause  far  more  dissatisfaction 
than  existed  at  the  present  time. 

OLD  SOLDIERS'  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  O'BEGAN  (Buller)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Defence,  Whether  he  proposes  to  enable 
soldiers  whose  cases  could  not  be  dealt  with 
under  the  Act  of  1896  to  have  justice  meted 
out  to  them?  He  did  not  wish  to  make  a 
speech  in  asking  this  question,  but  would 
merely  state  that,  looking  through  the  report 
of  Mr.  J.  C.  McKerrow  under  the  Naval  and 
Military  Claims  Settlement  and  Extinguish- 
ment Act,  he  found  that  a  large  ntunberof 
oases,  many  of  which  were  deserving,  had  been 
rejected  on  the  ground  that  they  did  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  He  hoped  the 
law  would  be  bo  amended  as  to  allow  of  these 
claims  being  dealt  with. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  same  reply  must 
be  given  to  this  question  as  had  been  given  to  that 
of  Ukehonourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Crowther) — that  the  matter  was  entirely  one 
for  the  House  to  deal  with  when  the  report  and 
the  proposals  of  the  Qovemment  in  respect 
thereto  were  being  considered.  He  was  afraid 
it  would  be  a  hopeless  task  to  please  every  one 
in  this  matter  unless  the  House  was  prepared 
to  vote  a  sum  of  £50,000. 

VALUATIONS. 
Mr.  BOLLESTON  (Biccarton)  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, Whether,  in  view  of  the  general  dis- 
satisfaction  which  exists  with  regard  to  the 
recent  valuations  made  under  "  The  Qoyern- 
ment  Valuation  of  Land  Act,  1896,"  and  the 
manner  in  which  those  valuations  were  alleged 
to  have  been  arrived  at,  they  will  refer  the 
subject  of  the  administration  of  the  depart- 
ment to  the  consideration  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  for  report  as  to  what  steps 
should  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evil  complained 
of?  This  was  a  verv  difficult  subject  to  bring 
up  and  discuss  in  the  House,  and  he  had  no 
desire  at  all  to  talk  to  Hansard  on  the  matter, 
but  he  thought  the  Minister  of  Lands  would  be 
consulting  the  interests  of  the  department  and 
the  interests  of  the  public  if  he  would  allow  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
manner  in  which  these  valuations  were  con- 
ducted. He  had  evidence  which  went  to  show 
that  very  considerable  pressure  was  brought  to 
bear  on  the  district  valuers  with  regard  to  their 
valuations :  that  they  were,  in  fact,  instructed 
to  alter  their  valuations,  and  very  considerable 
dissatisfaction  existed  in  consequence.  Again, 
there  was  abundant  evidence  that  valuations 
arrived  at  by  these  district  valuers  were  altered 


at  the  dictation  of  owners  of  land,  and  without 
any  formal  inquiry  at  all  into  the  reasons  for 
reducing  the  valuations  which  had  originally 
been  given  in.  There  was  no  doubt  at  sdl  that 
in  the  district  where  he  lived,  and  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
that.  Outside  the  Court  arrangements  were 
made  entirely  without  any  good  reason  being 
alleged,  or  any  formal  evidence  having  been 
taken.  He  believed  valuations  were  made  in 
a  large  number  of  instances  without  ever  the 
valuers  going  on  the  ground  at  all.  There  was 
no  doubt  the  difficulty  experienced  in  getting 
competent  valuers  had  been  so  great  that 
incompetent  valuers  in  a  number  of  instances 
had  been  employed.  He  hoped  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  would  see  the  expediency  of  referring 
this  question  for  report  to  a  Committee.  It 
would  not  involve  the  production  of  names,  and- 
if  it  was  more  satisfactory  than  had  been  repre- 
sented it  would  relieve  the  public  mind,  and  if 
less  satisfactory  it  would  show  the  necessity 
for  reform  in  the  conduct  of  these  valuations. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  wished  to  say  at  once 
there  was  nothing  whatsoever  to  hide  in  con- 
nection  with  this  subject.  He  must  deny  abso- 
lutely the  statement  of  the  honourable  member 
that  any  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on  the 
valuers  either  by  the  Government  or  the  head 
of  the  department.  The  valuers  had  full  liberty 
to  put  the  values  on  the  properties  that  they 
considered  proper  in  accordance  with  the  oath 
which  they  took  when  appointed,  and  in  no 
instance  had  pressure  been  put  on  them  by 
the  Government  or  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Or  by  the  Inspectors? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Nor  by  the  Inspectors, 
as  far  as  he  knew.  He  must  at  once  take  ex- 
ception to  this  matter  being  referred  to  the 
Committee  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
suggested.  He  thought  these  valuations  should 
not  be  made  a  political  shuttlecock  of  before 
any  Committee  of  that  House — that  the  politi- 
cal element  should  not  be  allowed  to  enter  in 
any  way  into  the  conduct  of  these  valuations. 
.  Q  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
said  there  was  nothing  to  give  proper 
satisfaction  in  connection  with  these  valua- 
tions. But  they  had  set  up  a  Court  under  the 
Act  for  the  purpose  of  settling  all  disputes  that 
might  arise  in  connection  with  them,  and  he 
ventured  to  say,  if .  the  honourable  member 
would  go  carefully  into  the  matter,  he  would 
find  that  there  were  no  more  disputes  in  con- 
nection with  the  valuations  now  than  there 
had  been  in  connection  with  any  previous 
valuations  in  the  colony.  It  was  impossible  to 
absolutely  prevent  some  dissatisfaction  arising 
between  valuers  and  property-owners;  there 
always  had  been  some,  and  he  believed  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter  there  would  be.  Some 
people  would  expect  to  get  their  valuations  re- 
duced when  the  valuer  would  think  it  was  not 
right  to  reduce  them.  Now,  he  again  said  that, 
taking  the  whole  of  the  valuations  into  ac- 
count, there  were  no  more  disputes  in  con- 
nection with  the  valuations  made  last  year  than 
there  had  been  on  previous  occasions.    In  any  - 
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CM6  the  law  piovided  at  the  present  moment  a 
means  of  reoresB  it  people  oonld  show  their 
property  had  been  so  valued  as  to  give  them 
«ause  for  grievanoe.  In  that  case  they  went 
before  the  Oommissioner,  and  the  law  provided 
that  the  Oommissioner  oould  go  into  the  matter 
and  rectify  any  grievanoe  that  the  Oommis- 
sioner might  know  of.  That  was  being  done  at 
the  present  moment.  The  Commissioner  was 
exigaged  in  making  inqairies  with  regard  to 
grievanoes  brought  before  him,  and  the  Com- 
missioner in  this  matter  was  quite  equal  to  all 
that  was  necessary.  So  he  thought,  when  this 
was  being  done  at  the  present  time,  it  would  be 
entirely  wrong  to  submit  this  matter  to  any 
Conmiittee  and  have  private  matters  gone  into 
ftnd  exposed.  It  was  more  desirable  to  have 
a  judicial  inquiry  in  such  matters;  and  he 
thought  every  member  of  the  House  had  confi- 
dence in  Mr.  McGowan,  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment— that  he  would  act  judicially  in 
respect  of  all  grievances  that  came  before 
him. 

ADVANCES  TO  SETTLERS  BOARD. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  refer  the  report  of  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Board  to  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee,  with  the  view  of  obtaining 
from  that  Committee  a  statement  as  to  the 
number  of  cases  in  which  advances  made  to 
settlers  upon  lands  acquired  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act  have  been  applied  in  the 
whole  or  in  part  to  the  payment  of  rents  due 
to  the  Crown  ?  He  had  put  this  question  in 
this  form  because  he  could  not  put  it  in  a  form 
which  would  make  it  such  as  to  involve  the 
produotion  of  a  return.  What  he  would  like 
to  have,  so  that  it  might  be  put  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  was  a  return  involving  no  dis- 
closures of  private  affairs,  but  a  return  from 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Department  whidh 
would  show  in  hpw  many  instances  they  had 
deducted  from  the  advances  rents  which  were 
in  arrears  and  ought  to  have  been  paid  to  the 
Government.  He  was  well  aware  that  the 
department  was  absolutely  bound  to  make 
these  deductions  before  they  could  make  the 
advances;  but  the  fact  of  deductions  being 
made  went  against  the  trustworthiness  of  the 
statements  that  were  made  with  regard  to  pay- 
ments of  rentals  under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  lay  on  the  table  a  statement,  which 
would  be  taken  as  entirely  trustworthy  coming 
from  the  department,  as  to  the  number  of 
instances  in  which  money  had  been  deducted 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  arrears  of  rent  from 
advances  tnat  had  been  made  to  settlers  he 
would  be  quite  satisfied. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  was  very  much  obliged 
indeed  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  givmg 
him  the  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  state- 
ments he  had  referred  to.  He  was  sure  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  misinformed, 
and  had  got  a  wrong  impression  in  his  mind.  He 
was  satisfied  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
not  willingly  make  these  statements  if  he  had 
not  been  misinformed,  and,  if  the  impression 
Mr.  J.  MeKentie 


had  not  beeo  made  on  his  mind  that  such  was 
the  case.  It  gave  him  very  great  pleasure  to 
be  enabled  to  put  the  matter  right,  and  if  the 
honourable  member  still  wanted  such  a  return 
as  he  ^Mr.  McKenzie)  could  give  him,  without 
disolosmg  the  names  of  people  or  of  Individual 
properties,  he  would  be  only  too  glad  to  giv« 
it.  The  number  of  tenants  that  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Department  reported  were  on  the 
books  of  the  department  was  1,081,  and  out 
of  that  number  ^ere  were  only  forty-one  who 
got  advances  that  were  under  the  Land  foe 
Settlements  Act ;  that  was,  there  were  990  who 
got  no  advances,  who  were  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act,  and  there  were  only  forty- 
one  under  that  Act  who  had  got  advances. 
Now,  the  total  amount  that  these  forty-one 
settlers  got  was  only  £2,360,  and  the  securities 
against  that  were  valued  at  £6,155,  and  that 
made  the  average  advance  to  these  forty* one 
settlers  £57  lis.  2}d.  Of  course,  some  had  got 
more  and  some  had  got  less,  but,  at  any  rate, 
this  was  the  average.  Now,  the  securities  held 
against  these  advances  were  ample,  he  was 
told,  and  there  was  only  one  case  out  of  the 
forty-one  where  any  rent  due  had  to  be  de- 
ducted ;  that  was  to  say,  in  the  case  of  forty 
out  of  these  forty-one  settlers  who  received 
advances  there  were  no  arrears  of  rent,  but 
in  one  case  there  were  arrears,  and  these  were 
deducted. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that,  in  the  informa- 
tion he  had,  the  names  of  two  such  settlers 
were  given. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  he  had  given  the 
reply  that  he  had  got  from  the  head  of  the 
department,  and  he  was  prepared  to  put  the 
statement  to  this  effect  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  giving,  on  the  authority  of  an  officer 
who  ought  to  know,  the  information  that  had 
been  taken  from  the  books  of  the  department. 
But  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
not  ask  him  to  mention  the  names  of  indi- 
viduiJs  or  of  properties. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.—No. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  Haid,  then  he  would  be 
only  too  glad  to  furnish  the  honourable  mem- 
ber and  the  House  with  the  information  he 
was  giving  now,  as  that  would  be  a  statement 
with  the  name  of  the  head  of  the  department 
attached  certifying  thac  It  was  correct.  He 
hoped  that  would  satisfy  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, and  he  was  sure  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  be  the  first  to  admit  it  was  just  as  well 
this  question  was  properly  replied  to,  so  that  if 
the  impression  he  had  mentioned  had  gone 
abroad  it  required  to  be  dispelled  from  the 
minds  of  people  who  were  desirous  of  seeing 
the  advances-to-settlers  system  made  success- 
ful in  the  colony. 

RAILWAY  STORES  DEPARTMENT. 
Gaptahi  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  asked 
the  Minister  for  Railways,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  officials  of  the  Railway  Stores 
Department  have  been  compelled  continually 
to  return  to  their  offices  and  work  by  night ; 
and  will  he  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the 
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number  of  hours  the  ofSoiala  have  been  oom- 
polled  daring  the  past  fottr  months  to  work 
after  the  asaal  hours ;  and,  if  he  finds  overtime 
has  been  frequent,  will  he  order  that  the  over- 
time shall  oease  or  he  paid  for?  His  attention 
was  first  drawn  to  this  subjeot  by  a  paragraph 
in  a  newspaper  this  month,  and  from  certain 
inqniries  he  had  been  able  to  make  he  under- 
stood that  the  work  of  the  Bailway  Stores  De- 
partment had  increased  enormously  of  recent 
years,  while  the  strength  of  the  stafiE  had  re- 
mained absolutely  stationary,  or  decreased ;  in 
fact,  that  not  only  was  this  so,  but  that  it  was 
seriously  undermanned  now  as  compared  with 
what  it  was  in  the  past.  He  was  informed 
there  had  been  some  deaths  among  the  more 
experienced  officers  in  the  Stores  Department, 
and  that  they  had  been  replaced  by  persons 
who  were  not  nearly  so  efficient.  He  tnought 
the  railway  officials  should  not  be  asked  to 
return  after  hours  to  work  in  order  to  pull  up 
arrears  caused  by  the  undermanning  of  the 
staff.. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Bailways)  had 
often  wondered  why  the  impression  obtained 
in  this  city  that  the  officers  in  the  Government 
Buildings  were  all  overworked  and  underpaid ; 
yet  that  seemed  to  be  the  cry  in  this  city  from 
one  end  to  the  other.  His  own  impression, 
after  living  here  for  five  or  six  years,  was  that, 
eutside  the  heads  of  the  departments,  the 
offioers  in  the  Government  service  in  Wel- 
lington bad  far  more  privileges  than  the 
offioers  whom  the  (]k)vemment  employed  in 
ether  parts  of  the  colony.  They  only  worked 
seven  hours  a  day  on  five  days  of  the  week, 
and  they  only  worked  four  hours  on  Saturday. 
Therefore,  so  far  as  the  eight-hours  system 
went,  any  honourable  gentleman  would  see 
they  had  little  cause  to  complain. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  what  about  re- 
turning  after  hours. 

Mr.  OADMAN  would  come  to  that  directly. 
Outside  the  customary  half-holiday  the  em- 
ployte  in  that  building  had  every  holiday 
obtainable  in  Wellington,  and  even  special 
holidays  like  Arbor  Dav,  and  the  Buildings 
were  often  closed  for  half  a  day  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  funerals.  These  were  holi- 
days which  members  of  the  Government  staff 
in  other  parts  of  the  colony  did  not  get,  for  the 
only  holidays  they  were  entitled  to  were  the 
three  statutory  ones — namely,  Christmas  Day, 
Queen's  Birthday,  and  Good  Friday.  There- 
fore,  the  offioers  employed  in  the  Government 
Buildings  at  Wellington  got  from  ten  to  twelve 
Bore  holidays  than  the  officers  of  the  service 
in  other  parts  of  the  oolony.  The  work  of 
this  Railway  Stores  Department  had  got  into 
urears  through  the  death  of  two  of  the  senior 
,  elerks.  In  their  place  they  had  employed 
casual  clerks,  and,  if  they  let  the  work  of 
the  department  get  into  arrears,  of  course  they 
had  to  overtake  it.  It  was  intended  shortly  to 
notganize  the  staff;  but,  as  fair  as  he  could 
Me,  the  officers  had  very  little  to  complain  of 
M  to  their  hours  ol  work  in  comparison  witii 
the  officers  employed  in  other  parts  of  the 
idoBy. 


SECOND -GLASS   PASSENGERS' 
ACCOMMODATION. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  Whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  for  the  year  ending  the  Slst  March, 
1898,  there  were  8,882,830  second-class  passen-^ 
gers  as  compared  with  789,444  first-class,  he 
wiU  make  provision  in  this  year's  estimates  for 
improving  the  second-class  passenger  accommo- 
dation in  proportion  to  its  revenue-producing 
powers. 

Mr.  CADMAN  could  only  say,  in  respect  to- 
this  question,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  seem  to  bear  in  mind  that  a  pro- 
portion, if  not  a  very  large  proportion,  of  these 
second-class  passengers  quoted  travelled  in 
wagons  on  holidays  and  excursion  days.  This 
made  the  number  of  second-class  nassengera 
appear  abnormally  large ;  but,  outside  that,  he 
could  only  say  the  department  was  endeavour- 
ing to  convert  all  the  old  carriages  into  bogie 
stock  as  fast  as  funds  would  ]9ennit.  At  the- 
same  time,  it  would  be  impolitic  to  endeavour 
to  supply  sufficient  carriages  to  carry  all  the 
passengers  in  holiday  seasons.  If  what  the* 
honourable  gentleman  desired  was  that  the 
seats  in  the  second  class  should  be  cushioned^ 
all  he  could  say  was  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  entertain  that  idea  just  yet.  He  must 
get  on  with  the  construction  of  the  more  press- 
ing work,  such  as  goods-  and  sheep- wagons ;  and 
perhaps,  after  that  was  done,  the  department 
might  be  able  to  spend  the  £15,000  or  £20,000 
which  he  understood  it  would  cost  to  do  this 
work. 

PACIFIC  CABLE. 
Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  does  not  recognise  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  even  the  British  navy  to  effectually 
protect  a  Pacific  "red-line"  cable  in  time  of 
war ;  and  whether,  in  presence  of  this  fact,  it 
would  not  be  desirable,  while  improving  the 
chances  of  construction,  to  seek  to  include  the 
possessions  of  as  many  other  Powers  as  pos- 
sible, so  securing  by  such  connection  the  more 
probable  neutrality  and  safety  of  the  cable  T 
He  thought  it  would  be  apparent  to  all  that 
this  Pacific  cable  line  had  been  obstructed  by 
pursuing  this  somewhat  foolish  sentiment  of 
an  <*  all- red  "  or  British  line.  It  was,  perhaps, 
desirable  in  the  public  interest  that  such  a 
line  should  be  constructed,  if  economically 
obtainable,  but  it  was  really  no  object  in 
the  case  of  war  that  it  should  simply  touch 
at  British  possessions.  But,  on  the  contrary,, 
it  was  a  matter  of  very  great  value  in  main- 
taining the  neutrality  of  such  a  cable  that 
it  should  touch  at  the  possessions  of  foreign 
Powers,  since  nations  at  war  paused  before 
cutting  any  cable  where  a  neutral  Power  waa 
interested.  He  thought  Hawaii  should  b» 
touched  at,  and  the  American  Continent,  at 
the  nearest  point.  This  itself  would  cheapen 
the  line,  and  would  be  a  guarantee  of  neutrality^ 
Since  placing  the  question  on  the  Order  Paper 
he  saw  that  it  was  proposed,  in  connection  with 
the  annexation  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  by 
America,  to  extend  the  cable  to  Hawaii  by  the* 
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Amerioans.  That  seemed  to  him  to  very  muoh 
flimplify  the  position,  and  he  thought  if  they 
ooufd  inolude  some  of  the  French  poBsessions 
in  the  Pacifio  it  would  still  further  enhance 
the  prospects  of  a  Pacific  cable.  He  thought 
that  Ministers,  by  pursuing  this  "all -red" 
line  idea,  had  very  much  retarded  the  scheme. 
He  also  learned,  from  a  recent  explanation  by 
the  Premier,  that  the  British  Government  and 
the  Canadian  Government  had  both  become 
lukewarm,  but  he  thought  if  the  Government 
approached  the  question  from  a  broader  stand- 
point  the  chances  of  the  cable  would  be  very 
much  improved. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  inclusion  of  other 
Powers  would  be  no  guarantee  against  the 
interruption  of  any  Pacific  telegraph -cable  in 
time  of  war.  Indeed,  the  opinion  strongly  ex- 
pressed by  Canada  and  the  colonies  that  the 
•cable  should  only  touch  at  British  possessions 
was  arrived  at  in  the  belief  that  an  "  all-red  " 
line  would  minimise  interference  in  the  case  of 
war.  The  route  agreed  upon  was  Vancouver, 
Fanning  Island,  Fiji,  and  Norfolk  Island,  thence 
bifurcating  to  convenient  landing-places  in  the 
north  of  New  Zealand  and  Moreton  Bay 
^Queensland).  Of  course,  the  cable  could  be 
landed  at  Honolulu,  and  one  of  the  German 
possessions  in  the  Solomon  Islands,  and  at 
New  Caledonia.  There  was  a  cable  between 
New  Caledonia  and  Bundaberg,  in  Queensland. 
But  Canada  and  the  Australian  Colonies  would 
not  hear  of  any  combination  with  any  foreign 
Power — a  fact  emphasized  by  the  following 
resolution  passed  at  the  Postal  and  Telegraphic 
Conference  held  in  Sydney  in  January,  1896 : 
'*  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference  the 
landing-places  of  such  Pacifio  cable  should 
be  only  upon  territory  belonging  to  or  under 
the  control  of  the  British  Empire."  He 
might  say  that  the  action  recently  taken — 
And  be  took  it  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Com- 
pany were  the  prime  movers — to  get  con- 
nection with  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  as  a 
counterblast  to  the  Pacific  cable,  and  it  had 
the  effect,  no  doubt,  of  setting  aside  for  a  time 
action  in  respect  to  this  Pacifio  cable.  He 
thought  that  if  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada, 
when  in  London  at  the  conference  of  the  Pre- 
miers with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
<3oIonie8,  had  been  more  decided,  and  had 
taken  upon  himself  the  responsibility,  in  which 
be  believed  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
whould  have  been  supported  by  his  Government 
and  by  Canada,  in  all  probability  the  Pacifio 
cable  scheme  would  now  be  an  accomplished 
fact.  Supported  as  he  was  by  the  opinion  of 
this  colony  at  that  time,  he  said  that,  with  the 
other  colonies,  they  would  be  quite  prepared  to 
•defray  their  share  of  the  cost.  Now,  the  other 
day  he  received  a  communication  from  the 
Agent- General  on  the  subject  to  the  follow- 
ing effect:  It  appeared  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  of  Canada  was  in  London  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  and  it  had  been  suggested  that 
there  should  be  an  informal  conference  held, 
each  colony  to  be  represented  by  the  Agents- 
General,  together  with  the  representative  of  the 
British  Government  and  the  Postmaster- Gene^ 
Mr,  Duthie 


ral  of  Canada,  and  that  this  matter  might  be 
considered,  and  oonolusions— which  would  be 
non-oommittal — arrived  at.  The  Agent-Gene- 
eral  asked  for  his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  views  on  the 
subject.  He  might  say  he  authorised  the 
Agent-General  to  attend  and  represent  this 
colony.  A  few  days  a^o  he  received  a  com- 
munication intimating  that  at  least  one  of  the 
Australian  Governments  were  taking  similar 
action,  and  had  no  objection  to  their  Agent- 
General  attending  this  conference.  He  there- 
fore felt  sure  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days 
this  conference  would  take  place.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  given  notice  to-day  to  refer 
this  matter  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 
He  felt  sore  that  when  it  was  discussed  before 
that  Committee,  and  with  the  information  he 
had  to  lay  before  the  Committee,  they  would 
be  able  to  take  definite  steps,  and  demonstrate 
to  Canada  that,  working  in  co-operation  with 
the  other  colonies  in  favour  of  the  scheme,  they 
were  prepared  to  do  their  part ;  and  that  would 
therefore  lay  the  responsibility,  if  it  was  not  an 
accomplished  fact,  upon  Canada  and  the  Im- 
perial authorities.  He  felt  that  some  of  the 
difficulties  that  existed  respecting  America  did 
not  exist  now,  owing  to  the  favourable  con- 
ditions as  between  the  two  nations,  and  that 
would  be  rather  in  favour  of  the  Pacifio 
cable,  because  they  oould  rely  upon  America 
as  a  friendly  power.  He  believed  that  the 
feeling  now  happilv  existing  would  be  con- 
tinuous, and,  that  heing  the  case,  they  could 
with  safety  rely  upon  a  friendly  Power,  and 
therefore  the  fact  of  the  annexation  of  Hawaii 
would  not  materially  interfere  with  this  cable. 
He  might  say  he  held  very  strong  opinions 
upon  this  matter,  and,  knowing  the  importance 
of  the  question  at  the  present  time,  and  how 
they  would  suffer  in  commercial  and  other 
ways  should  trouble  arise  and  they  hsid  to 
depend  alone  on  the  present  cable  connections, 
it  would  be  well  that  they  should  have  this 
connection. 

AUCKLAND  -  TAR  ANAKI  -  MOKAU 
TELEGRAPH. 
Mr.  LANG  (Waikato)  asked  the  Government, 
If  they  can  indicate  when  the  telegraph-line 
connecting  Auckland  and  Taranaki  vid  Mokau 
will  be  completed?  He  said  it  was  generally 
understood  that  the  Government  intended  to 
have  this  telegraph-line  completed  last  summer, 
but  for  some  unaccountable  reason  the  summer 
was  allowed  to  pass  without  the  work  bein^  done. 
He  was  perfectly  well  aware  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  construct  the  line  or  cart  the  poles  for 
this  line  during  midwinter,  when  the  roeids  were 
in  a  bad  state  on  account  of  the  wet  weather. 
But  he  might  point  out  that  a  great  amount  of 
inconvenience  was  caused  on  account  of  the 

E resent  line  on  the  East  Coast  being  frequently  ' 
locked,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  Govern- 
ment would  see  their  way  to  push  this  line 
ahead  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  expected  that  the 
line  from  New  Plymouth  to  Auckland  would 
be  finished  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
work  was  in  progress,  and  was  nearly  oom- 
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pleted  as  far  as  Ureti,  twenty-three  miles  be- 
yond Waitara  from  the  southern  end.  The 
wire  from  the  Auckland  side  had  also  been 
-eraoted  almost  as  far  as  Te  Kami. 

CITRUS  FRUIT. 
Mr.  MILLAR  (Dunedin)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Agricnltare,  If  be  will  take  immediate  steps 
to  relax  the  very  stringent  regulations  in  regard 
to  the  importation  of  citrus  fruit  to  the  South 
Island?  He  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
fltringenoy  of  this  regulation  was  a  very  great 
hardship  to  people  in  the  South  Island.  As 
honourable  members  were  aware,  during  the 
winter  months  the  people  in  the  South  were 
almost  entirely  shut  out  from  any  fruit-supply 
excepting  the  fruit  that  came  from  Sydney.  It 
was  nonsense  to  tcblk  about  the  North  Island 
being  able  to  supply  the  South  Island »  as  the 
North  Island  people  could  not  supply  their 
own  requirements,  and  the  regulations  were  so 
stringent  that  they  practically  prohibited  any 
oranges  coming  in  from  Sydney.  The  red 
scale  had  been  in  existence  for  the  last 
thirty  years,  but  all  the  time  oranges  had 
been  coming  into  this  colony  wholesale  from 
Sydney,  while  the  scale  affected  none  of  the 
fruit  grown  down  South  in  any  shape  or 
form.  While  they  were  stringently  prohibit- 
ing the  inaportatioh  of  oranges  from  Sydney, 
the  Government  were  allowing  cases  of  apples 
to  come  from  Auckland  which  were  greatly 
affected  by  the  oodlin-moth,  and  ruining  the 
southern  orchards.  This  fruit  had  never  been 
fumigated  at  all,  and  it  was  coming  into  Dun- 
edin every  day.  He  would  suggest  to  the  Minis- 
ter that  the  difficulty  could  be  got  over  by 
having  the  oranges  fumigated  in  Sydney  with 
sulphur,  and  then  the  oranges  could  be  ad- 
mitted here  on  the  receipt  of  the  Government 
certificate  that  would  accompany  them  to  the 
effect  that  the  fumigation  had  taken  place.  As 
illoatrating  how  the  regulations  were  operating, 
he  might  mention  that  thirty-three  cases  of 
oranges  that  were  condemned  in  Dunedin  were 
immediately  reshipped  by  the  '*  Monowai "  to 
Melbourne  and  passed  there  as  clean  fruit. 
He  had  exhibited  two  cases  in  the  lobby  that 
bad  been  condemned,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  could  only  find  in  both 
eases  two  lemons  on  which  there  was  no  scale. 
The  Minister  had  stated  that  they  would  last 
a  day  and  a  night ;  they  were  to  remain  in  the 
lobby  one  day,  but  the  whole  of  the  oranges 
disappesbred  within  ten  minutes.  The  regula- 
tions  were  too  stringent  in  regard  to  their  appli- 
cation to  the  South  Island,  and  he  would  ask 
the  Minister  if  he  could  not  see  his  way  to  re- 
Ux  them  by  allowing  the  importation  of  fruit 
properly  fumigated. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  given  himself  away,  as  he  had 
found  out  now  who  had  broken  open  the  cases 
of  fruit.    He  was  afraid  that  the  honourable 

fsntleman  himself  and  the  honourable  mem- 
flt  for  Whangarei  would  have  to  settle  this 
'%«estion ;  but  in  the  meantime  it  was  not  pro- 
poitd  to  relax  the  regulations.    They  found  it 
WM  necessary  to  have  strict  regulations   to 


protect  the  fruit-growers  of  the  colony  from 
diseases  that  might  otherwise  be  brought  here. 
The  honourable  member  knew  as  well  as  he  did 
that  they  had  no  law  to  prevent  apples  grown 
in  Auckland  and  that  were  infected  with  codlin- 
moth  from  being  sent  down  South ;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity later  on  in  the  session  of  supporting  a 
Bill  which  would  keep  the  oodlin-moth  apples 
in  Auckland  instead  of  being  shipped  to  the 
South.  He  had  been  informed  by  experts  that 
the  class  of  fruit  that  was  being  sold  in  New 
Zealand  had  been  improved  by  the  stringent 
regulations  in  force,  and  if  that  were  the  case 
one  point  had  been  gained.  The  fruit  that 
would  be  imported  would  be  of  better  quality, 
free  from  disease,  and  therefore  better  for 
consumption.  There  might  be  a  little  incon- 
venience to  commence  with,  in  connection  with 
the^  rules  being  put  into  foroe — perhaps  not 
so  much  fruit  might  be  obtainable — but  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  matters  would 
be  very  much  improved  if  shippers  saw  that 
the  regulations  were  not  to  be  got  over.  They 
would  send  nothing  but  a  good  article  over  if 
they  found  it  would  be  sent  back  to  them  if  it 
contained  disease. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said  the  Minister  had  not  re- 
plied to  his  question,  Whether  he  would  allow 
fruit  to  come  in  from  Sydney  if  accompanied 
by  a  Government  certificate  to  the  effect  that 
it  had  been  fumigated  with  the  sulphur  process? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  afraid  his  reply 
would  have  to  be  of  an  avisavdum  nature. 
He  would  have  to  wait  and  see  what  the 
certificate  was  like. 

KAIKOURA  PENINSULA  LIGHTHOUSE. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  If  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  erect  a  lighthouse  on  the 
Kaikoura  Peninsula,  as  recommended  by  Gap- 
tain  AUman,  Nautical  Adviser  to  the  Govern- 
ment, in  his  official  report  on  lighthouses  ?  He 
asked  this  question  in  the  interests  of  the 
coastal  marine  of  the  colony.  Captain  All- 
man's  report  of  1896  recommended  Kaikoura 
as  one  site,  amongst  others,  for  a  lighthouse. 
He  might  be  permitted  to  point  out  the  ship- 
ping disasters  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kaikoura.  In  April,  1886, 
the  "Taiaroa,^*  a  large  steamer  belonging  to 
the  Union  Company,  on  a  trip  from  Wellington 
to  Lyttelton,  was  wrecked  on  Waipapa  Point, 
twenty  miles  north  of  Kaikoura,  and  thirty 
lives  were  lost.  This  vessel  became  a  total 
wreck,  and  her  remains  were  lying  on  the 
coast  at  the  present  time.  In  1891  the  *'  Duke 
of  Buckingham,**  an  English  steamer,  was 
stranded  convenient  to  the  proposed  site  of  the 
lighthouse.  This  vessel,  however,  was  got  off 
and  saved,  but  it  was  a  disaster  that  might 
have  had  fatal  consequences.  He  had  been 
told  by  the  captains  of  the  coastal  marine  that 
in  consequence  of  there  being  no  lighthouse 
on  Kaikoura,  instead  of  going  in  a  straight  line 
from  Lyttelton  Heads  to  Wellington,  and  vice 
veradt  they  had  to  take  a  sort  of  circuitous 
route  in  order  to  eaoape  the  dangers  connected 
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ivith  Eaikoura  Peoinsnla.  Dnriog  (he  late 
dull  thick  weather  at  the  commenoement  of 
the  setsion  the  **  Botomahana/'  with  a  doien 
members  of  Parliament  on  board,  was  out  for 
two  days,  and  the  members  had  to  submit  to 
very  great  inconvenience  for  a  period  of  about 
fortv-three  hours.  Had  there  oeen  a  light  on 
EalKoura  Heads  at  the  time  the  probability 
was  that  the  captain  of  that  vessel  would  have 
been  able  to  have  taken  a  course  direct  to 
Wellington,  thereby  preventing  serious  anxiety. 
As  it  happened,  the  '*  Rotomahana  *'  in  time 
reached  her  port  safely.  He  hoped  the  Minis- 
ter, in  the  interests  of  the  shipping  community 
of  the  colony,  would  be  able  to  give  him  a 
favourable  answer. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that  in  1896  the 
Nautical  Adviser,  after  consultation,  he  be- 
lieved, with  the  shipmasters,  put  down  Eai- 
koura as  one  of  the  places  where  a  lighthouse 
should  be  erected,  but  it  was  still  the  fifth  place 
on  the  list. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No,  second. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  tbere  was  Oape  Pal- 
liser,  now  finished ;  the  next  mentioned  were 
the  Eidnappers,  and  the  Snares;  then  Rooks 
Point,  and  Eaikoura.  The  general  feeling 
amongst  shipmasters— and  the  Nautical  Ad- 
viser concurred— was  that  the  next  lighthouse 
should  be  erected  at  the  East  Gape,  and  then 
Rooks  Point,  on  the  West  Coast.  There  was 
also  a  place  called  Flat  Point —  on  the  east 
ooast  of  this  Island— which,  with  Eaikoura, 
had  an  equal  claim  to  a  lighthouse ;  but,  seeing 
that  the  East  Gape  lighthouse  was  in  hand,  in 
all  probability  the  next  one  would  have  to  be 
erected  at  Rocks  Point.  He  was  afraid  the 
Government  could  not  entertain  the  idea  of 
proceeding  with  a  third  one  this  year.  They 
were,  however,  working  on  a  system  which  was 
gradually  providing  lights  at  all  these  stations, 
and,  although  it  would  no  doubt  be  a  good 
thing  to  have  all  these  lights  erected  at  onoe, 
if  they  took  them  one  by  one  they  would 
gradually  have  the  whole  coast-line  properly  lit. 

RIMUTAEA  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  G.    HUTCHISON    (Patea)    asked    the 
Minister  for  Railways,  Wn ether  the  Govern- 
ment will  order  a  survey  to  be  made  of  a  pro- 
e«ed  line  of  railway  to  run  from  the  Lower 
utt  through  the  Wainui-o-mata  Valley,  as  an 
alternative  line  to  that  over  the  Rimutaka  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  there  was  a  survey 
made  of  this  line  in  1870-71,  and  it  was  proved, 
he  thought,  at  that  time  that  there  was  no  ser- 
viceable route.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  look  at  the  Appendices,  D.-6a,  1871,  he 
would  see  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Roohfort,  the  snr- 
veying  engineer,  as  to  the  proposed  route.  His 
opinion  was  that  it  was  not  at  all  a  satisfactory 
route.  He  thought  that  when  onoe  a  route  had 
been  tested  by  an  experienced  man  and  proved 
to  be  impracticable  it  was  a  matter  of  question 
whether  money  should  be  expended  in  making 
.  on  ft  further  survey.  There  was  a  sur- 
*  veyor  at  work  now,  and  when  his  report 
came  in  the  Government  would  see  whether 
there  was  any  necessity  for  further  exploration. 
Mr,  MendUh 


MB.  ALLAN  ORR. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Mr.  Allan  Orr  who  interviewed  the  Premier 
with  a  deputation  referring  to  the  administra- 
tion of  Magistrates'  Courts  is  one  of  the  mes- 
sengers at  the  Government  Life  Insurance 
Department  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  Mr.  Allan  Orr  was  at  the 
present  time  a  messenger  at  the  insurance 
buildings,  and  he  was  a  messenger  at  the  time 
the  deputation  referred  to  waited  on  him  (Mr. 
Seddon).  Mr.  Orr  was  also  president  of  the 
Workers*  Union  in  Wellington,  and  he  had 
come  to  him  in  that  capacity,  as  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  considered  he  was  justly  entitled  to 
do.  In  the  Railways  Department  there  were 
numbers  of  men  who  were  members  of 
the  Railway  Board,  and  who  came  up  an- 
nually to  converse  with  the  Minister  vritb 
regard  to  railway  matters.  For  his  part,  he 
thought  it  bad  come  to  something  in  thia 
country,  if,  because  a  man  was  in  the  Govern- 
ment service,  he  was  to  be  deprived  of  bis 
freedom  as  a  citizen,  or  of  any  position  of 
honour  to  which  his  fellow-citizens  might  like 
to  give  him.  It  was  said  that  there  were 
members  of  the  public  service  with  prohibi- 
tion tendencies,  and  whose  services  had  been 
utilised  by  the  prohibition  party.  There  had 
never  been  a  word  said  about  that,  and  there 
never  would  be.  If  Mr.  Allan  Orr  had  come 
to  him  upon  some  temperance  question  they 
would  never  have  seen  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper.  He  did  not  think  this  was  of 
sufficient  importance  to  warrant  the  matter 
being  brought  before  the  House,  and,  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  he  was  not  going  to  be  one 
to  say  to  any  one  who  came  to  him  oour* 
teously  to  place  before  him  the  views  of  his 
association,  **  There  is  the  door,"  simply  be- 
cause he  happened  to  get  £2  a  week  as  a 
messenger  in  this  oolony.  He  thought  it  waa 
paltry  m  the  extreme  to  bring  the  matter 
oefore  the  House. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (EUesmere)  asked  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Why  the  Public  Acoounta 
Committee  has  not  been  called  together? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reason  was  that  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  had,  up  to  the 
present,  nothing  to  do ;  but  that  day  the  House 
had  agreed  to  refer  a  matter  to  the  Committee,, 
and  he  proposed  to  call  the  Public  Acoounta 
Committee  together  on  the  following  day  for 
the  election  of  a  Chairman. 

MARTON-WAITOTARA    RAILWAY. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  Whether  he  will,  at  an  early  date^ 
take  steps  to  give  effect  to  the  report  by  Mr. 
Leslie  Reynolds,  C.E.,  on  the  subject  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  railway-line,  in  reducing  the 
grades  and  shortening  the  distance  betweeik 
Marton  and  Waitotara  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  this  was  a  matter  in 
which  the  House  would  require  to  have  a  eay. 
It  would  cost  about  a  quarter  of  a  million. 
Looking  at  this  matter  personally,  and  from  i^ 
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working  railways  point  of  view,  he  thonght  it 
would  pay  the  colony  very  well  to  lower  some 
of  the  grades  not  only  in  this  district,  but  in 
other  partn  of  the  colony  also.  There  were 
places  in  Otago  and  others  in  Auckland,  especi- 
ally on  the  Helensville  line,  which  he  thought 
it  would  pay  the  colony  well  if  they  reduced  the 
grades  so  as  to  enable  the  locomotives  to  haul 
far  heavier  loads,  as  the  saving  in  working-ex- 
penses would  be  considerable.  But,  of  course, 
the  queBtion  was  a  big  one,  and  it  was  a  matter 
for  the  House  to  deal  with,  rather  than  for  an 
individual  Minister. 

LIME. 

Mr.CARNCROSS  (Taieri)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Rulways,  Whether,  while  undertaking  to 
give  agricultural  lime  free  carriage  on  the  rail- 
ways for  two  years,  he  has  provided  regulations 
to  prevent  the  farmers  being  imposed  upon  by 
poprietors  of  limekilns  raising  the  price  of 
ume,  as  was  done  on  a  previous  occasion  when 
the  railway  freight  on  lime  was  reduced? 
While  congratulating  the  Minister  on  the  un- 
doubted boon  he  would  confer  on  farmers  by 
the  concession  he  proposed  to  grant  in  carrying 
agricultural  lime  free  of  cost  on  the  railways, 
he  (Mr.  Gam  cross)  had  a  very  lively  recollec- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  the  farmers  had 
been  imposed  upon  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
limekilns  on  a  previous  occasion  when  railway 
freight  had  been  reduced  upon  lime.  On  that 
occasion  when  freight  was  reduced  on  lime  the 
kiln-owners  immediately  raised  the  price  of 
their  lime,  so  the  farmers  derived  no  benefit 
from  the  concessions  made  by  the  Railways 
Department.  Probably  the  Minister  had  made 
lome  provision  in  the  direction  indicated  by 
this  question  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  what 
had  taken  place  m  the  past.  At  all  events,  it 
ought  to  be  made,  and  he  hoped  to  receive  a 
satisfactory  reply  to  his  question. 

Mr.  OADMAN  hoped  the  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  carry  lime  a  distance  of  a  hundred 
miles  for  two  years  free  would  not  be  looked 
upon  as  another  piece  of  their  socialistic  legis- 
lation. If  the  lime-suppliers  or  companies  at- 
tempted— as  they  did  once  before— to  raise  the 
price  of  lime  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
meeting  the  case,  because  all  he  would  have  to 
do  would  be  to  alter  the  regulation  and  say  the 
Government  would  only  carry  lime  for  any  ap- 
proved limekiln ;  ana  he  need  hardly  say  that 
the  kilns  of  any  one  attempting  to  increase 
the  price  would  not  be  approved,  and  the  trade 
would  naturally  drift  to  other  districts. 

IRRIGATION  LOANS. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  (Ashburton)  asked  the  Pre- 
mier, When  he  will  introduce  his  promised 
Bill  to  deal  with  loans  lor  irrigation  purposes  ? 
He  wished  to  impress  upon  the  Premier  not 
only  the  urgency  of  this  matter,  but  also  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  involved,  because 
upon  the  answer  he  may  give  depended  the 
^estion  as  to  whether  upwards  of  two  hundred 
thousand  acres  should  be  brought  under  irriga- 
tioii  or  not  in  the  County  of  Ashburton  during 
the  ensuing  twelve  months.    The  borrowing- 

VOL.OIL-SU 


powers  of  the  Council  were  restricted  by  the 
Counties  Act,  which  absolutely  precluded  tha 
Council  from  entertaining  any  proposals  for 
irrigation  in  any  other  irrigation  districts 
than  the  eighty  thousand  acres  already  con- 
stituted on  the  Rangitata  Plains,  and  for 
which  they  had  already  borrowing  •  powers 
sufficient  to  deal  with  the  matter.  But  even 
there  the  settlers  were  naturally  anxious 
to  get  the  cheaper  money  which  the  Premier 
was  good  enough  to  promise  he  would  arranga 
for  them.  The  Council,  however,  had  no  bor- 
rowing-powers to  meet  the  requirements  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  acres  on  the 
Rakaia  side  of  the  county.  Unless  this  was 
provided  for  with  some  reasonable  promptitude 
the  whole  of  that  large  area  of  two  hundred 
thousand  acres  would  be  kept  back  from  irri- 
gation for  twelve  months. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  put  the  final  touch 
on  the  Bill  referred  to  at  noon  that  day. 

RICHMOND  -  BRIGHTWATER  -  WAKE- 
FIELD TELEPHONE  BUREAUX. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  (Nelson)  asked  the  Post- 
master-General,—  (1)  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  prepared,  on  receipt  of  suffi- 
cient guarantee  of  interest  on  the  outlay,  to 
establish  telephone  bureaux  at  or  near  the 
railway  -  stations  of  Richmond,  Brightwater, 
and  Wakefield,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitati)ig 
the  transaction  of  business  between  these  im- 
portant districts  and  the  City  of  Nelson  ;  and 
(2)  what  would  be  the  rate  and  approximate 
amount  of  such  guarantee,  and  for  what  length 
of  time  would  it  require  to  be  given?  This 
was  a  repetition  of  a  question  which  he  had 
asked  the  Premier  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the 
session,  when  he  had  given  his  reasons  for  ask- 
ing it.  The  Premier  had  then  replied  that  in- 
formation was  being  procured  which  would 
enable  him  to  give  an  answer.  He  hoped  now 
to  receive  a  favourable  reply. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  received  the  fol- 
lowing report : — 

*'  I  beg  to  report  that  Richmond  and  Wake- 
field are  now  telegraph- offices  communicating 
with  Nelson,  and  that  Brightwater  is^a  tele- 
phone-station for  which  Richmond  transmits. 
The  telegraph-wire  is  not  available  for  tele- 
phone purposes,  and  in  order  to  give  what  it  is 
presumed  is  asked — telephone-bureau  commu- 
nication with  the  Nelson  Exchange  from  the 
three  places  mentioned — it  would  be  necessary 
to  erect  seven  miles  of  new  wire  on  existing 
poles,  connecting  Stoke,  Richmond,  Spring 
Grove,  and  Wakefield  on  the  wire.  The  cost 
of  this  is  estimated  at  £70,  and  additions  to 
buildings  would  be  required  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  sound-proof  accommodation  at 
Richmond  and  Wakefield  at  a  cost  of  £40. 
The  total  cost,  therefore,  of  giving  the  tele- 
phone accommodation  required  is  £110,  and 
the  department  does  not  think  that  this  ex- 
penditure would  produce  any  more  revenua 
than  what  is  received  at  the  offices  as  at  pre- 
sent constituted .  To  grant  the  dou bte  service  of 
both  telegraph  and  telephone  to  Richmond  and 
Wakefield  without  any  prospect  of  additional 
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4>u8iDeB8  woald  hardly  be  fair  to  those  pli 

whioh  have  do  telephone  oommnnioation  at 

-  4ill.    The  department,  therefore,  cannot  favour- 

.  «bly   recommend    the    request   nnless    those 

interested  would  contribute  a  subsidy  whioh, 

•  in  this  case,  where  no  extra  revenue  would 

.  result,  would  require  to  be  fixed  at  the  actual 

outlay  of  £110.    Even  with  this  subsidy  the 

department  would  have  to  bear  the  extra  cost 

of  maintenance  of  £7  per  annum." 

Mr.  GBAHAM  said  the  department,  judging 
.  by  the  statement  just  made,  appeared  to  have 
entirely  misunderstood  the  purport  and  object 
of  his  question.  The  service  now  was  partly 
by  telephone  and  partly  by  telegraph.  These 
two  systems  working  in  combination  had  led  to 
80  much  inconvenience  and  annoyance  that 
a  great  many  people  had  ceased  to  make  use 
of  them  altogether,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
good  deal  of  revenue  had  been  lost  to  the 
Government.  It  was  said  that,  if  direct  tele- 
phonic communication  were  established  be- 
tween the  places  referred  to  and  Nelson, 
there  would  be  a  very  large  increase  of  busi- 
^  ness,  and  consequent  increase  of  revenue  to 
the  Government.  They  would  be  willing  for 
the  convenience  thus  afforded  to  guarantee 
interest  on  th^  total  cost  of  the  work,  and  thus 
secure  the  Government  against  loss.  He  oould 
assure  the  Premier  that  what  was  asked  for 
was  a  real  want  in  the  district ;  and,  in  addition 
to  its  proving  a  great  convenience,  he  had  no 
doubt  the  revenue  would  be  materially  in- 
creased if  telephonic  communication  were 
established,  instead  of  a  joint  telephonic  and 
telegraphic  communication  as  at  present. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  make  further 
inquiries,  with  that  information,  and  see 
whether  something  could  be  done. 

DONALD  Mcdonald. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
following  paragraph  in  the  report  of  Royal 
Commissioner  Eyre  Kenny  upon  the  charges 
preferred  by  Messrs.  Cooper  and  HenderBon 
against  Inspector  Emerson :  '*  I  reject  alto- 
gether the  evidence  of  Emerson's  witness, 
Donald  McDonald.  This  person  swore  that 
he  was  one  of  the  four  inmates  of  Cooper*s 
cabin  on  the  night  in  question.  It  is  practi- 
cally demonstrated  that  McDonald's  evidence 
in  this  respect  is  untrue.  Whether  McDonald 
has  wilfuUy  perjured  himself,  or  whether  his 
recollection  has  become  impaired  by  lapse  of 
time,  it  is  difficult  to  say;  but  it  is  somewhat 
surprising  to  find  Inspector  Emerson  swearing 
that  McDonald  was  one  of  the  four  inmates  of 
this  cabin  on  the  night  of  the  2nd  May  " ;  and 
whether  he  will,  in  the  interests  of  justice,  order 
the  prosecution  for  perjury  of  the  said  Donald 
MoDonald  ?  He  might  say  that  the  evidence 
proved  beyond  any  question  that  McDonald 
was  not  on  the  steamer  '^Dingadee"  on  the 
night  on  which  he  swore  he  was  in  the  same 
oabin  as  Inspector  Emerson.  Knowing  that  the 
Ministry  were  very  keen  indeed  that  the  Courts 
of  justice  should  not  be  evaded,  and  that  per- 
jury should  not  be  committed,  he  put  this 
Mr,  Seddon 


question  to  ask  whether,  now  that  a  distinct 
case  of  perjury  had  been  established,  the 
Minister  of  Justice  would  take  steps  to  prose- 
cute McDonald. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Justice) 
said  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
paragraph  in  question — in  the  first  plaoe  by 
Mr.  Haselden,  secretary  of  the  Auckland 
Sunday-school  Union,  and  later  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Judkins,  secretary  of  the  New  Zealand 
Alliance.  That  was  in  January  last.  The 
matter  was  considered  fully  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was  that 
the  circumstances  did  not  warrant  any  pro- 
ceedings in  the  shape  of  a  prosecution  such  as 
that  referred  to.  Hemigbt  add  that  they  were 
supported  in  that  decision  by  the  opinions  of 
the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  Police. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Premier.— 
(1.)  Whether,  in  view  of  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  most  of  the  lunatic  asylums,  as 
described  by  the  report  on  the  lonatio 
asylums  of  the  colony  (Parliamentary  Paper 
H.-7,  1898,  and  that  of  the  preceding  year), 
the  Government  will  immediately  take  active 
measures  to  remedy  such  grave  cause  of 
scandal?  (2.)  Has  the  Premier  caused  any 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  providing  the  necessai^ 
accommodation  to  be  prepared  ?  (3.)  If  so,  is 
there  any  reason  why  the  House  should  not 
be  informed  upon  the  subject  ?  He  need  not 
add  anything  to  the  question;  it  explained 
itself. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  very  glad  at  last 
to  get  an  opportunity  of  answering  this  ques- 
tion. The  question  had  been  on  the  Order 
Paper  for  something  like  a  fortnight. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  was  because 
Ministers  so  rarely  answered  questions. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  on  three  occations 
the  honourable  member  was  absent  from  the 
House— he  was  not  attending  to  the  pnblio 
business — and  had  asked  some  one  to  adjourn 
it  on  his  behalf ;  in  fact,  he  thought  the  first 
adjournment  was  for  a  week.  It  struck  him 
that  the  honourable  member  wanted  this  ques- 
tion to  remain  there,  because,  for  the  time  being, 
it  led  the  public  to  think  there  was  something 
wrong. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— This  is  very  debate- 
able. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  only  referring  to 
the  question  itself.  There  was  a  paragraph  in 
the  question  which  he  thought  he  (Mr.  Seadon) 
should  have  moved  to  have  erased,  because 
it  was  not  supported  by  fact.  It  said,  **  the 
Government  will  immediately  take  active 
measures  to  remedy  such  grave  cause  of 
scandal."  He  thought  that  a  very  strongly 
worded  question  like  that  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  He 
would  simply  say  that  there  was  no  snoh 
thing  existing  as  a  scandal  with  respect  to  oar 
asylums*  The  Inspector  of  Asylums,  in  his 
report  to  the  Minister  of  Education  on  the 
Ist  April,  1892,  said,— 
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"The  new  asylum  at  Poriraa,  now  rapidly 
approAohing  completion,  will  enable  me,  for 
the  first  time  since  I  took  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment, to  provide  sufficient  eobio  space  for 
•every  insane  person  in  the  colony.  The  central 
block,  now  under  contract,  makes  provision 
for  over  two  hundred  patients  of  the  chronic 
class,  and  the  plans  are  so  arranged  that,  at  a 
comparatively  small  cost,  the  accommodation 
can  be  extended  as  population  increases." 

*'  In  addition  to  the  central  block  of  a  new 
asylum  at  Ponrua,  we  have  under  contract  two 
blocks  approaching  completion  at  Sunny  side 
Asylum.  These  will  complete  the  design  of 
this  Asylum,  and  provide  for  the  requirements 
of  the  Canterbury  District  for  several  years  to 
«ome." 

Taking  the  period  from  1884--85  to  1891,  there 
was  spent  on  asylums  £111.012,  and  the  Go- 
vernment had  spent  £115,000  since  that ;  in 
-fact,  the  Government  had  spent  more  money 
on  asylums  and  io  giving  accommodation  to 
the  patients  in  the  asylums  than  any  previous 
Administration,  and  ihey  had  received  from 
the  Inspector  this  most  favourable  report.  If 
honourable  members  would  look  over  the  re- 
turns they  would  see  there  had  been  large  sums 
of  money  expended  in  building  quarters  for  the 
doctors  and  rooms  for  visitors.  He  said  now — 
and  he  said  it  with  a  grave  sense  of  responsi- 
bility— that  if  there  was  any  approach  to  a 
scandal  with  respect  to  the  space  required  for 
patients,  then  the  indoor-exeroise  room  and 
other  rooms  of  that  kind  could  be  used  as 
dormitories — that  was,  even  if  there  was  any- 
thing like  the  condition  of  afiEairs  existing  which 
they  had  been  told.  There  were  rooms  for 
dances  for  the  attendants  and  visitors. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Oh,  no. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  knew  well  they  took 
place.    He  had  been  at  them  himself. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Dances  for  the  patients. 

Mr.  SEDDON  simply  said,  if  some  of   the 

•dootoEs'  quarters,  and,  for  instance,  the  rooms 

at  Sunnyside  for  visitors,  which  were  furnished 

luxuriantly 

Oaptain  BUSSELL.— This  is  very  debate- 
able. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  simply  showing 
that  there  was  no  such  thing  existing  as  the 
scandal  mentioned  in  this  question.  If  there 
was  anything  like  a  scandal  in  respect  to  want 
of  room  for  the  patients,  then  the  rooms  at 
Sunnyside  ought  to  be  kept  as  dormitories, 
instead  of  being  kept  fitted  up  luxuriantly 
for  visitors.  If  anything  like  a  condition  ap- 
proaching a  scandal  existed,  that  reproach 
•could  be  removed  by  use  for  the  time  being  of 
space  which  at  the  present  time  was  available. 
Re  further  desired  to  say  this  in  respect  to  the 
'  asylums :  that  the  whole  matter  was  summed 
up  by  Dr.  MacGregor  in  his  report  where  he 
referred  to  the  committals  to  asylums,  and  the 
number  of  patients  who  never  ought  to  have 
been  committed  and  had  no  right  to  be  there. 
You  might  go  on  building  and  spending  large 
sums  of  money  in  neoessaiy  accommodation, 
snd  as  fast  as  you  made  it  it  was  filled  up 
Qiider  these  cireomstanoes.    The  Govenunent 


had  never  received  any  credit  for  the  fact  that 
they  had  further  accommodation  being  pro- 
vided at  Porirua.  They  could  not  do  more 
than  they  were  doing  in  building  the  new 
wing,  and  there  was  a  contract  let  for  the 
accommodation  of  thirty  more  patients  at  Nel- 
son, making  the  aocommodation  shortly  to  be 
provided  sufficient  for  108  patients.  This  had 
never  been  referred  to  by  Dr.  MacGregor  in  his 
report,  when  that  gentleman  must  Imow  that 
those  works  were  under  way,  and  it  was  unjust. 
He  did  not  see  how  it  could  happen  that  in  a 
report  such  as  this  there  was  not  a  word  about 
the  wing  at  Porirua,  which  was  close  on  com- 
pletion, nor  the  last  contract  whioh  waa  let 
for  Nelson  ;  and  when  this  accommodation 
was  completed  there  would  be  room  for  108 
more  patients.  He  might  tell  the  country  this : 
that  there  was  more  space  at  the  present 
time  per  patient  in  our  asylums  than  there 
had  ever  been  before.  If  there  was  a  scandal 
now,  what  must  it  have  been  before  they  came 
into  office  ? 

Oaptain  BUSSELL  asked  whether  the  Pre- 
mier would  answer  his  question.  He  had  made 
a  long  debating  speech,  but  he  had  not  said  one 
word  in  answer  to  his  question  ;  he  had  not  at- 
tempted to  answer  it ;  he  had  only  gone  into 
ancient  history.  He  would  put  the  question 
again.  He  wanted  to  know  whether,  in  view  of 
the  deplorable  condition  of  most  of  our  asylums, 
the  Government  would  take  any  measures  to 
remedy  it.  And  there  it  was ;  it  was  spoken  of 
by  the  Inspector,  and  by  all  the  doctors  in 
charge  of  all  the  asylums — that  the  position  was 
very  serious  indeed.  There  was  no  doubt  about 
it.  The  honourable  gentleman  commenced  by 
citing  the  position  of  affairs  in  the  days  of 
«the  Atkinson  Gk)vemment,  which  proved  that 
the  accommodation  at  that  time  was  ample. 
Therefore  he  had  no  right  to  reflect  on  his  pre- 
decessors; and,  even  if  he  had,  that  was 
no  answer  to  the  question  as  to  the  present 
overcrowding.  Then,  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Premier  had  caused  any  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  providing  the  necessary  aocommo- 
dation to  be  prepared.  He  could  give  an 
answer  "Yes"  or  "No"  to  that.  Then  he 
wished  to  ask,  if  so,  was  there  any  reason  why 
the  House  should  not  he  informed  on  the 
subject.  The  House  could  get  no  information 
from  Ministers,  and  they  were  therefore  obliged 
to  ask  these  questions.  The  report  showed, 
— and  the  statement  of  the  Premier  proved, — 
that  he  did  not  understand  the  question.  The 
report  showed  that  there  were  278  more  patients 
than  there  was  accommodation  for,  and  aooord- 
ing  to  the  Premier's  own  showing  there  was 
only  provision  for  accommodation  for  half  that 
number.  In  the  actual  words  of  the  report, 
"  When  this  work  is  completed  the  number  of 
patients  in  excess  of  statutory  requirement! 
will  be  158." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  responsible  for 
the  honourable  gentleman  not  understanding 
his  own  question.  If  he  could  not  understana 
his  own  question  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected 
that  be  would  understand  the  reply.  He  bad 
given  a  distinct  reply.    The  honourable  gentle* 
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xoan  asked  what  steps  the  Qovemment  were  go- 
ing to  take.  He  said  that  long  before  the  report 
of  Dr.  MacGregor  they  had  taken  steps  to  in- 
crease the  aooommodation  by  patting  in  hand 
a  new  wing  at  Porirua,  and  steps  had  been 
taken  subseqaently  —  and  a  vote  was  taken 
last  session — for  increased  accommodation  at 
Kelson.  According  to  Dr.  MacGregor,  the 
accommodation  required  was  for  158  patients. 
When  these  two  baildingB  to  which  he  had 
referred  were  completed,  it  would  provide  for 
108  patients,  and  therefore  there  would  be 
only  fifty  short,  according  to  the  report.  He 
denied  in  toto  that  there  was  anything 
approaching  a  scandal  in  regard  to  the 
as}lums.  If  further  sleeping-accommodation 
were  required  it  was  already  in  the  buildings, 
and  ought  to  be  utilised.  He  had  had  himself 
to  force  Dr.  MacGregor  and  the  depart- 
ment to  utilise  a  building  at  Hokitika  which 
was  only  used  about  once  every  two  or  three 
months,  and  also  a  billiard  •  room  which 
was  enjoyed  by  the  attendants,  and  so  on.  In 
reply  to  the  question  whether  any  estimate 
had  been  prepared,  he  replied  that  there  was 
no  necessity  for  any  further  estimate  for  build- 
ings which  were  in  course  of  construction.  As 
regards  the  other  part  of  the  question,  as  to 
the  cost  of  providing  necessary  accommoda- 
tion, a  great  deal  would  depend  on  what  Dr. 
MacGregor  suggested.  He  said  if  they  passed 
the  necessary  law — or  even  under  the  powers  of 
the  present  law— and  took  out  of  our  asylums 
unfortunate  people  with  whom  there  was  no- 
thing wrong  except  old  age,  they  would  neither 
want  an  estimate  of  cost  nor  would  they 
require  to  lay  another  brick  in  order  to  meet 
the  required  aooommodation  for  the  colony. 

Captain  BUSSELL  pointed  out  that  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  MacGregor  there  were  158  beds 
required. 

Mr.  HALIi-JONES  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  take  into  consideration  the 
seventy-eight  beds  provided  at  Porirua,  and  the 
thirty  extra  beds  at  Nelson,  which  were  not 
mentioned  by  Dr.  MacGregor  in  his  report. 

HOROWHENUA. 

Captain  BUSSELL  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,— (1)  Whether  any  arrangement  exists 
with  the  Natives  who  are  now  attacking  the 
title  of  the  late  Major  Kemp  to  Block  No.  14, 
Horowhenua,  whereby  the  Grown  has  agreed  to 
indenmify  them  against  responsibity  for  costs 
in  the  proceedings  ?  (2.)  Whether  counsel  ap- 
pearing for  these  Natives  have  been  guaranteed 
their  costs  by  the  Crown  or  its  officers  ?  and 
(8)  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Crown  to  pay 
counsel  their  costs  in  these  proceedings  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  hoped  to  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  a  very  satisfactory  reply, 
and  he  was  very  glad  the  question  had  been 
put,  because  he  believed  that  an  attempt  was 
being  made  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the 
people  by  making  them  believe  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  parties  to  this  matter.  His 
reply  was  as  plain  as  it  could  be :  (1)  No  such 
Arrangement  existed;  (2)  no  such  guarantee 
existed ;  (8)  there  was  no  arrangement  on  the 
Mr.  Ssddon 


part  of  the  Crown  to  pay  any  law-costs.  The 
Government  had  nothing  to  do  with  these 
matters.  He  was  glad  to  have  the  opportunity^ 
of  saying  this,  because  he  knew  the  minds  of 
some  people  were  prejudiced  on  chls  matter. 
He  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
not  believe  all  the  stories  he  heard  in  connec- 
tion with  Horowhenua.  He  would  always  be 
glad  to  give  any  information  on  the  subject. 

ASSETS  REALISATION  BOABD, 
^Q  Mr.    WASON   (Selwyn)   asked    the- 

Premier,  If  he  will  give  the  House  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  its  opinion  upon  the 
unsatisfactory  position  of  the  Assets  Bealisation 
Board,  with  a  view  to  the  administration  of  the 
estates  by  the  Land  Department.  He  did  not 
want  to  introduce  debatable  matter,  but  desired 
to  inform  the  Government  that  there  was  a 
wide- spread  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with  re- 
gard to  the  management  of  these  estates,  or,, 
rather,  he  should  say  that  the  properties  wera 
not  being  sold  or  realised  as  was  intended. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  might  say  that  thfr 
Government  did  not  admit  that  the  position  in 
connection  with  the  Assets  Bealisation  Board 
was  unsatisfactory.  Honourable  members  had 
the  balance-sheet  of  the  Assets  Bealisation 
Board  placed  on  the  table  of  the  House.  They 
had  also  got  an  excellent  report  showing  what 
had  been  done  during  the  last  year,  and  he  waa 
satisAed  that  if  the  House  desired  it  every  in- 
formation in  connection  with  the  disposal  of 
these  estates  would  be  placed  before  honourabl# 
members.  Any  information  required  would  ba 
forthcoming  from  the  manager  of  the  Board. 
Honourable  members  must  know  that  very 
good  work  had  been  done  so  far,  and  also  he 
thought  it  must  be  known  that  the  Landa 
Department  would  not  be  able  to  manage  these 
estates.  They  might  take  in  hand  the  sale  and 
disposal  of  any  estate  that  could  be  sold,  but  to 
say  that  the  Lands  Department  should  manage 
stations,  and  flocks  of  sheep  and  cattle,  and 
crop  lands,  and  so  forth — that,  he  thought, 
would  not  be  desirable.  So  far  as  they  could 
they  ought  to  assist  the  Bealisation  Board  in 
the  sale  of  its  estates,  and  any  estate  that 
the  Board  had  that  could  be  cut  up  and  could 
be  used  by  the  Government  the  Gk)vemment 
was  prepared  to  buy,  and  to  offer  it  for  settle- 
ment to  the  public  as  soon  as  possible. 

ASYLUM  PATIENTS'  MAINTENANCE. 

Mr.  CABNCBOSS  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  can  account  for  the  fact  that  the  an- 
nusJ  repayments  per  head  for  the  maintenemoa 
of  patients  in  the  Porirua  Asylum  are  only 
£1  8s.  6id.,  whilst  in  the  other  asylums  of  the 
colony  the  repayments  range  from  £8  Is.  8d.  to 
£5  lis.  l^d.  per  head  ?  No  doubt  a  consider* 
able  amount  of  attention  was  being  devoted  to 
matters  in  connection  with  lunatic  asyluma 
owing  to  the  report  which  had  been  laid  before 
them.  In  reading  that  report  he  had  come 
across  figures  that  might  be  capable  of  explana- 
tion, but  which  he  thought  it  was  well  should 
be  explained.  He  found  in  the  colunm  show- 
ing repayments — by  relatives,  he  presumed^- 
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lor  maintenanoe,  that  in  Auckland  the  repay- 
ments amounted  to  £4  58.  8^.  per  head;  in 
Ghrirtohnrch  to  £5  88.  IJd. ;  m  Seaolifi  to  £5 
<)b.  6d. ;  in  Hokitika  to  £8  Is.  8}d. ;  in  Nelson 
to  £4  128.  6d. ;  in  Wellington  to  £5  lis.  8^. ; 
and  in  Porirua  to  only  £1  Ss.  6}d.  There  might 
be  a  very  good  reason  for  such  a  wide  discre- 
pancy in  these  figures,  and,  if  so,  it  was  well 
that  the  Minister  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  giving  the  explanation  to  the  country. 
.  Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  low  amount  of 
repayment  at  Porirua  was  largely  owing  to 
there  being  so  many  old  people  there — obronio 
patients,  some  of  them  more  fit  Bubjects  for  an 
old  men's  home.  They  had  been  sent  to  this 
aiylam,  and  many  of  them  had  no  friends 
in  the  colony.  Too  often  the  local  bodies  in- 
terested relieved  themselves  of  their  liability  by 
getting  them  sent  to  the  asylum,  and  the  fact 
of  there  being  so  many  chronic  cases  in  this 
asylum  accounted  for  the  difference. 

Mr.  GABNCBOSS  asked  why  there  were 
more  of  these  cases  in  this  asylum  than  in  any 
other. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said,  because  they  were 
sent  from  asylums  in  other  parts  of  the  colony 
to  Porirua. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  RAILWAY-STATION. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, If  he  will  place  a  sum  on  the  estimates 
for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  New  Plymouth 
Railway-station  ? 

Mr.  GAD  MAN  said  he  would  like  to  be  able 
to  reply  in  the  affirmative  to  the  question,  but 
80  far  as  he  could  see  he  could  not  place  a  sum 
on  the  estimates.  The  reorganization  of  the 
station  would  cost,  according  to  the  depart- 
mental estimate,  £9,000  or  £10,000,  and  the 
only  money  he  cared  to  ask  for  was  money 
likely  to  earn  interest  on  its  outlay.  Of  the 
£200,000  borrowed  last  year  at  3  per  cent.,  and 
added  to  Capital  Account,  the  railways  had 
earned  3^  per  cent.,  so  the  colony  not  only  got 
the  increased  rolling-stock  but  made  a  profit 
•on  the  transaction.  But  he  should  rather 
hesitate  about  asking  for  a  large  sum  of  money 
for  expenditure  on  what  might  be  termed 
palatial  railway-stations,  which  only  added  to 
capital  cost  without  producing  any  revenue. 

TOKO  POST-  AND  TELEGRAPH-OPPICE. 
Mr.  SYMES  (Egmont)  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  he  will  place  a  sum  on  the  estimates 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  post-  and  telegraph- 
office  at  Toko,  the  present  premises  being  un- 
Buitable  and  inadequate  for  the  present  popula- 
tion, which  is  an  increasing  one  ?  This  was  a 
questioQ  of  great  importance  to  his  district. 
The  post  and  telegraph  arrangements  there 
were  veiy  inadequate  and  unsuitable  for  a  fast- 
growing  population.  The  Postmaster  was  the 
storekeeper,  and  performed  his  duties  satisfac- 
torily considering  the  many  disadvantages  he 
laboured  under.  Notwithstanding  this,  a  new 
office  under  the  control  of  a  permanent  officer 
was  absolutely  necessary.  The  settlers  there 
were  quite  willing  to  give  a  section  of  land  if 
•the  Qovemment  would  build  a  post-  and  tele- 


graph-office and  put  a  responsible  officer  there. 
Seeing  the  importance  of  this  station,  especially 
as  the  telephone-line  now  went  eighteen  or 
twenty  miles  beyond  Toko,  he  trusted  the  Post- 
master-Qeneral  would  be  able  to  give  a  reply 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  office  was  condaoted 
in  a  store,  but,  he  understood,  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  SYMES.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  that  case  he  should 
have  to  see  that  it  was.  He  found  that  in 
many  places  pressure  was  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  Government  to  erect  separate  and 
distinct  offices,  and  that  this  was  really  done 
because  the  persons  who  were  conducting  the 
offices  had,  for  some  reason  or  other,  got  out  of 
touch  with  the  people.  There  was,  of  course, 
always  more  or  less  objection  to  telephone- 
offices  being  conducted  by  storekeepers,  for  it 
always  created  jealousy  with  other  people  in 
business.  If  there  was  a  suitable  private 
house  he  much  preferred  the  telephone-offioe 
being  placed  there,  and  sometimes  such  an 
office  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  school- 
teacher, so  as  to  keep  it  clear  altogether  of 
other  businesses.  The  letters  delivered  at  this 
office  had  nearly  doubled  during  the  past  year, 
but  there  was  no  increase  in  the  number  posted, 
and  only  a  small  increase  in  telephone  busi- 
ness. The  revenue  from  the  office  was  £70. 
He  therefore  thought  there  was  nothing  to 
warrant  the  expense  of  a  separate  post-office 
with  a  salaried  postmistress.  In  the  course  of 
time,  if  business  increased  and  they  got  a 
revenue  from  it,  they  would  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  having  a  separate  office.  In  the  mean- 
time, if  there  was  any  well-founded  complaint 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  office  was  con- 
ducted he  would  inquire  into  it,  and  see  that 
it  was  remedied. 

RAILWAY-TRGGKS. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Kaiapoi),  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  On  what  dates  previous  to  April, 
1898,  were  the  following  railway- trucks  weighed 
and  the  tare  marked  on  the  same  :  K  72  and 
L277?  He  desired  to  say  that  there  was  a 
considerable  amount  of  dissatisfaction  through- 
out Ganterbury,  and,  he  thought  in  other  parts 
of  the  colony,  respecting  the  trucks  weighed 
and  the  tare  marked  on  them.  He  had  brought 
up  the  matter  last  year,  and  when  he  had  last 
had  occasion  to  refer  to  it,  some  time  ago,  his 
statements  were  questioned,  and  so  he  had  put 
the  question  on  the  Order  Paper  so  as  to  give 
the  Minister  an  opportunity  of  consulting  his 
officials,  and  then  stating  to  the  House  whether 
the  facts  ^ere  not  as  he  (Mr.  Moore)  had  stated 
them. 

Mr.  GAD  MAN  said  he  was  informed  it  was  a 
considerable  time  since  these  two  trucks  had 
been  weighed,  and  he  took  the  opportunity  of 
thanking  the  honourable  gentleman  for  giving 
him  the  chance  to  correct  an  erroneous  impres- 
sion which  he  (the  honourable  member  for 
Kaiapoi)  made  by  his  speech  a  few  days  ago. 
He  might  say  the  honourable  gentleman  knew 
the  law  in  respect  of  this  tare  on  tracks. 
He  had  the  pleasure  of  perusing  dating  the 
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laefc  few  days  what  he  thought  a  very  crafty 
letter  written  by  the  honoarable  gentleman  to 
the  District  Manager  in  Ghrietohnroh.  The 
inference  he  drew  from  that  letter  was  that 
he  wanted  the  District  Manager  to  commit 
the  Railway  Department  to  become  respon- 
Bible  for  the  weight  of  produce,  to  base 
sales  upon.  Now,  the  object  of  the  weigh- 
bridges at  the  railway- stations  was  not 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  people  to  weigh 
their  goods,  but  to  decide  what  freights  were 
to  be  paid.  Instructions  were  given  over  twelve 
months  ago  to  see  that  these  trucks  were  re- 
gularly tared  once  in  six  months,  and  the 
explanation  given  to  him  was  that  the  traffic 
for  the  last  eighteen  months  had  made  it  im- 
possible to  tare  all  these  trucks,  because  there 
were  something  like  five  thousand  trucks  to 
tare  in  the  Canterbury  District  alone.  Since 
this  question  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper  he 
had  arranged  to  have  some  of  these  trucks 
weighed  haphazard  at  Kaiapoi,  and  again  re- 
tard at  Lyttelton,  and  the  difference,  on  the 
whole,  seemed  to  him  to  be  very  trifling.  The 
following  were  the  results  of  the  difference  in 
tare  on  two  lots,  numbering  eight  trucks  in 
each,  taken  on  separate  days : — 


13th  July, 

Tracks. 

Kaiapoi. 

Lyttelton. 

1 

140  lb. 

561b. 

2 

1121b. 

Nil. 

2 

281b. 

281b. 

1 

421b. 

Nil. 

1 

141b. 

281b. 

1 

14  lb. 

Nil. 

8 

15th  July, 

Trnoks. 

Kaiapoi. 
84  lb. 

Lyttelton 
281b. 

841b. 

1401b. 

281b. 

281b. 

421b. 

112  lb. 

421b. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

141b. 

281b. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

8 
Now,  when  they  knew  that  a  shower  of  rain 
or  a  very  hot  sun  made  a  difference  in  the  tare 
of  these  trucks,  it  seemed  to  him  rather  grati- 
fying that  the  results  of  these  tares  were  as 
close  as  they  were.  The  department  must  de- 
cline to  take  any  part  in  the  weighing  of  goods 
as  between  buyers  and  sellers  ;  they  would  take 
no  responsibility  for  the  weights  which  were  to 
form  a  basis  for  sales  of  produce.  The  taring 
was  simply  to  enable  the  department  to  charge 
the  correct  railway  freights ;  and  any  little 
difference  between  the  various  weighbridges 
only  affected  the  freight  to  the  extent  of  a  few 
pence. 

RAILWAY  CASUAL  HANDS. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Minister  for  RaU- 

ways.  Whether  a  circular  was  issued  by  the 

Railway  Department   on  or  about  the  14th 

April  last,  signed  by  Mr.  Lowe,  Engineer,  in- 

Jfr.  Cadman 


structing  that  no  casual  hands  were  to  be  em- 
ployed ;  that  their  probable  requirements  were 
CO  be  reported  to  Wellington,  when  the  namea* 
of  those  to  be  employed  would  be  given  ?  He 
asked,  further,  Whether  a  copy  of  this  circular 
will  be  included  in  the  annual  report  as  laid 
upon  the  table  ?  This  question  was  couched 
in  the  terms  furnished  by  a  correspondent. 
He  understood  that  by  the  regulation  under 
the  date  mentioned  the  Minister  now  insisted 
that  all  casual  labour  appointments  had  to* 
pass  through  Wellington,  which  meant  his- 
own  hands.  He  trusted  a  copy  of  the  circular' 
would  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  that< 
members  might  understand  the  exact  positioxk 
now  taken  up  by  Ministers  over  casual  labour 
on  distant  railways  as  well  as  in  Wellington. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  lie  found  that  something 
of  this  sort  happened :  In  the  past,  members  of 
certain  families  and  their  relatives  as  a  whole 
had  in  a  great  measure  a  monopoly  of  employ- 
ment. He  decided  to  make  a  change.  As 
Minister  he  was  responsible  in  the  matter,  and 
he  desired  the  honourable  gentleman  to  clearly 
understand  that  while  he  was  in  that  position 
he  would  exercise  his  responsibility  in  his  own 
way.  He  had  endeavoured  to  distribute  these 
appointments  all  over  the  colony.  He  found 
that  the  towns  largely  predominated,  so  far  as 
appointments  were  made,  and  he  had  endea- 
voured to  so  distribute  them  as  to  have  all  the 
electorates  represented  in  the  appointments 
that  were  conferred.  Getting,  as  he  did  every 
day,  letters  and  applications  from  members 
representing  all  parts  of  the  colony,  he  en- 
deavoured to  allocate  these  appointments  in 
a  manner  suitable  by  spreading  them  over 
the  various  parts  of  the  colony.  With  respect 
to  the  matter  under  review  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  when  a  vacancy  in  the  permanent 
staff  occurred  probably  a  casual  had  been  at 
work  for  three  months,  and  if  the  vacancy  was 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  some  one  else  who 
had  been  recommended  from  the  district,  that 
casual  would  naturally  feel  aggrieved.  Finding 
that  this  had  occurred  in  more  than  one  in- 
Ftance,  he  had  given  instructions  that  in  future 
the  department  should  make  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  most  suitable  casual  hand  employed 
to  fill  any  vacancy  on  the  permanent  staff,  and 
he  (the  Minister)  would  supply  the  names  of 
casuals  required  to  take  the  place  of  those 
placed  on  the  permanent  staff.  This  system 
was  giving  more  satisfaction  than  had  hitherto 
been  the  case,  and  it  enabled  him  to  choose 
men  as  casuals  who  were  residing  adjacent  to 
where  the  vacancy  arose.  The  circular  in  ques- 
tion was  issued  by  his  authority,  and  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  honourable  gentleman  hav- 
ing a  copy  of  it. 

TEMPORARY  CLERKS. 
Mr.  MOORE  asked  the  Premier,  —  (1.) 
Whether  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Government 
to  appoint  temporary  clerks  in  any  department 
of  the  public  service  at  10s.  and  12s.  6d.  per 
day  ?  (2  )  Whether  such  temporary  clerks  are 
under  the  direction  of  men  who  have  passed 
the    Senior    Civil    Service  examination?    (8.) 
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Whether  any  saoh  qualified  permanent  servants 
an,  after  eight  years'  servioe,  in  receipt  of  from 
£100  to  £120  per  annum,  as  against  £160  to 
£180  for  temporary  clerks  ?  (4.)  Whether  such 
permanent  officers  have  to  submit  to  deductions 
nom  their  salaries  of  5  per  cent,  for  insurance 
and  annuities,  whereas  temporary  clerks  re- 
ceive their  salaries  intact?  (5.)  Whether  there 
are  not  cadets  who  have  passed  the  Civil 
Service  examination  who  could  fill  the  positions 
oocupied  by  some  of  the  temporary  clerks  ?  He 
said  the  question  on  the  Order  Paper  ex- 
plained itself. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  well  known  to 
honourable  members  that  there  were  branches 
of  the  public  service  that  periodically  required 
temporary  clerks.  They  had  the  Valuation 
Department,  where  he  supposed  there  were 
thirty  or  forty ;  they  had  the  Taxing  Depart- 
ment; and  they  had  the  Registrar-Generars 
Department.  It  was  necessary  to  have  a  large 
number  of  temporary  clerks  employed.  W^ell, 
the  Government  decided  that  in  respect  to  the 
first-class  temporary  clerks  the  salary  should 
be  not  less  than  lOs.  There  were  some  tem- 
porary clerks  in  branches  of  the  public  service 
who  had  heen  there  a  considerable  time — twenty 
years,  his  colleague  said—and  in  some  of  these 
eases,  and  where  there  was  special  ability,  they 
bad  reoeived  above  the  10s.  a  day.  They  found 
themselves  in  this  difficulty  with  some  of  these 
temporary  clerks  :  that  during  the  time  when 
there  was  a  cry  for  drastic  retrenchment  the 
Government  of  the  day  retired  some  of  the  per- 
manent officers,  struck  them  off  the  estimates, 
and  put  them  back  to  the  very  same  work,  and  in 
some  offices  as  temporary  clerks.  That  was  a 
matter  of  record— a  matter  of  history.  They 
found  there  were  cases  of  this  kind,  and  they 
had  not  interfered  with  them.  With  regard  to 
the  second  part  of  the  question,  he  might  say 
that  since  he  had  been  in  office  they  ha>d — and 
the  estimates  would  prove  it — given  periodical 
increases  to  the  class  mentioned  here,  who,  in 
his  opinion,  were  underpaid.  There  was  no 
mistake  whatever  about  it.  There  were  many, 
in  his  opinion — those  who  were  really  the 
workers,  who  did  the  principal  work,  and  had 
the  ability  to  fill  better  positions — with  salaries 
ranging  irom  £120  to  £150  and  up  to  £175. 
They  would  find  generally  in  the  estimates 
that  the  Government  gave  them  an  annual 
increment.  This  was  made  in  some  depart- 
ments by  classification.  He  felt  that  great 
discontent  existed  in  some  branches  of  the 
public  service  because  under  classification 
those  who  entered  the  service  and  were  there 
for  some  time,  were  receiving  their  annual  in- 
<nements,  whilst  others,  in  branches  which 
were  not  classified,  were  not  receiving  any  in- 
ereaooo  at  all,  unless  granted  by  Ministers 
when  the  estimates  came  under  consideration. 
He  wished,  for  his  own  part,  that  all  were 
classified,  or  that  none  were  classified.  As  to 
whether  permanent  officers  had  |o  submit  to  a 
redaction  of  5  per  cent.,  the  law  was  that  per- 
manent officers  had  to  pay  5  per  cent.,  which 
became  an  insurance  fund.  In  respect  to  the 
tampQEary  officers  they  had  no  power  to  make 


such  a  deduction.  There  were  no  cadets  who 
had  passed  the  examination  who  could  fill  the 
positions  occupied  by,  at  any  rate,  some  of  the 
temporary  clerks,  and  his  answer,  therefore,  to 
the  last  question  would  be  "No,"  and  also 
"Yes." 

MOUNTAIN  HUT  RAOE. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter  of  Mines,  Whether  any  Government  money 
or  assistance  of  any  kind  has  been  given  or 
promised  to  the  promoters  of  a  certain  water- 
race,  known  as  the  Mountain  Hut  Race,  on 
the  Maerewhenua  Goldfield,  situated  within 
the  Electoral  District  of  Waitaki;  and  also 
will  he  state  to  the  House  the  true  histolry  of 
the  circumstanoes  under  which  such  asssist- 
anoe,  if  any,  has  been  given  or  promised?  He 
would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  refer 
shortly  to  a  matter  that  was  personal  to  him- 
self. A  statement  was  made  in  the  House 
some  time  ago  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Sligo) — a  statement  based 
on  information  that  that  honourable  gentleman 
was  admittedly  not  able  to  vouch  for — and  it- 
was  necessary  that  he  (Major  Steward)  should 
say  a  word  or  two  about  it.  In  illustrating 
certain  charges  of  corruption 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's  personal  explanation  should  be  kept 
distinct  from  the  question  he  is  about  to  ask. 

Mr.  SLIGO  (Dunedin)  said  he  would  like  to 
remark,  in  connection  with  the  matter  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki,  thai 
he  had  not  alluded  to  that  honourable  gentle- 
man, but  to  another  member. 

Major  STEWARD  said,  with  regard  to  the 
question  on  the  Paper,  he  might  say  that  he 
happened  to  be  the  member  for  the  district 
at  present.  The  district  in  question,  Maere- 
whenua, was  not  in  his  electorate  in  1891-92-93, 
but  in  the  electorate  of  the  Minister  of  Laudn, 
and  during  that  period,  and  during  the  period 
that  he  (Major  Steward)  had  represented  the 
Maerewhenua  district,  a  company  called  the 
Mountain  Hut  Water-race  Company  had  been 
carrying  on  operations.  A  number  of  men  had 
been  working  on  this  enterprise  for  about- 
seven  years;  they  had  expended  £10,000  on 
the  works,  and  they  had  constructed  eleven 
miles  of  water-race,  but  they  had  not  received 
a  single  shilling  of  public  moneys,  though- 
they  had  made  application  to  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  asking  that  the  Government  should 
assist  them.  His  own  action  in  the  matter 
was  that  of  urging  the  Minister  to  meet  the 
miners  on  the  ground,  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  did.  He  (Major  Steward)  was  not 
present  at  the  interview,  but  he  understood 
that  the  Minister  stipulated  that  they  should 
supply  water  to  the  public  at  £1  15s.  a  head — 
whereas  the  previous  price  was  £8- and  deliver 
a  fixed  quantity,  on  which  conditions  being 
fulfilled  he  would  be  able  to  help  them  to* 
obtain  pipes  for  the  completion  of  the  work. 
He  (Major  Steward)  had  been  accused  of  having, 
sent  a  telegram  to  the  Inspector  of  the  depart- 
ment threatening  to  make  it  hot  for  him  if  he 
did  not  make  a  report,  but  he  wished  to  say 
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that  he  sent  no  telegram  of  the  kind.  He  had 
simply  done  his  duty  in  bringing  his  constituentB 
into  communication  with  the  Minister.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  would  now  be  able  to 
answer  the  question,  as  to  whether  he  had 
advanced  any  money  or  promlBed  any  assist- 
ance, and,  if  so,  under  what  circumstances. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  would  give  a  short 
history  of  this  matter.  In  1891,  he  thought  it 
was,  a  party  of  six  working-men  started  to 
construct  a  water- race,  thirteen  miles  long,  to 
this  district,  and  after  a  time  the  number — 
probably  including  their  backers — had  in- 
creased to  fourteen,  and  so  far  they  had  com- 
pleted about  ten  miles  and  a  half.  In  1894  a 
largely  signed  petition  came  to  the  House 
asking  for  assistance,  and  was  sent  to  one  of 
the  Committees,  which  recommended  that  the 
petition  should  receive  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Government.  Subsequently 
to  that,  as  he  was  going  through  the  Otago  Dis- 
trict, he  decided  to  have  a  look  at  this  water- 
race,  and  when  he  had  made  an  inspection  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  these  people  put 
the  water- race  in  they  would  have  a  monopoly  of 
the  whole  district  to  themselves,  and  everybody 
else  would  be  in  their  hands.  He  then  made  a 
proposal  to  the  men  that  on  certain  conditions 
— one  of  which  was  that  a  certain  amount  of 
water  should  be  allowed  to  the  general  public 
at  a  stipulated  price,  and  another  that  the  title 
to  the  race  should  be  put  in  such  a  position 
that  it  could  not  be  sold  without  the  conseni* 
of  the  Government — he  would  recommend  the 
Government  to  give  them  some  assistance ;  but 
so  far,  very  little  had  been  done.  Several  re- 
ports had  been  received  on  the  matter,  and  he 
had  now  come  to  the  conclusion  that  if  the 
men  carried  out  the  proposal  he  had  made  to 
them  he  would  recommend  the  Oahinet  to  give 
them  assistance  towards  getting  the  pipes  for 
the  race  as  soon  as  possible,  because  a  number 
of  families  were  entirely  dependent  on  this 
race. 

Mr.  SLIGO  wished  to  repeat  that  in  his 
question  the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki 
was  not  alluded  to;  it  was  another  member 
altogether. 

RAETIHI  JUSTICES. 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  If  he  will  arrange  for  the  sitting  of 
a  Court  which  may  deal  with  civil  business 
within  the  limit  of  the  juriRdiction  of  Justices 
at  Baetihi?  In  the  month  of  November  last 
he  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  a  peti- 
tion signed  by  most  of  the  residents  at  Baetihi 
in  favour  of  the  establishment  there  of  a  Court 
such  as  might  be  presided  over  by  Justices  of 
Che  Peace.  The  Minister  at  that  tima  replied 
that  he  could  not  see  his  way  to  grant  the  re- 
quest. Since  then,  however,  the  district  had 
become  increasingly  important,  and,  in  the 
eourse  of  business,  inevitably  claims  arise  for 
adjustment.  The  district  was  rapidly  becom- 
ing populous,  but  it  was  isolated  in  a  peculiar 
way.  Baetihi  was  more  than  a  day's  journey 
from  Wanganui,  to  which  disputants  must 
have  recourse  if  it  was  necessary  to  take  any 
lf<Vor  Steward 


matters  into  Court.  He  trusted  that  tha 
Minister  would  now  be  able  to  state  that  soon, 
if  not  at  once,  the  requirements  of  the  district 
would  be  met  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the 
question. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  recognised  that  this 
district  was  a  considerable  distance  from  any 
Court.  At  the  time  the  petition  was  sent  to 
the  department  inquiries  were  made  as  to  th* 
requirements  of  the  district,  and  it  was  then 
found  that  the  setting-up  of  a  Court  would  not 
be  justified ;  but  from  further  inquiries  that 
had  been  made  since  that  time  he  was  inclined 
to  think  that  the  people  should  be  provided 
with  a  Court,  to  be  presided  over  by  the  local 
Justices  of  the  Peace. 

WELLINGTON  COLONIAL  DEFENCE 
CORPS. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton)  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, If  provision  will  be  made  on  the  esti- 
mates this  session  for  the  payment  of  the 
compensation  recommended  several  years  ago 
to  the  members  of  the  Wellington  Colonial 
Defence  Corps  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  claims  of  the 
members  of  the  Wellington  Colonial  Defence 
Force  were  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner who  was  appointed  .  under  **  The 
Naval  and  Military  Claims  Settlement  and 
Extinguishment  Act,  1896,"  which  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  when  that 
report  was  dealt  with,  the  claims  of  the  men 
in  this  Defence  Corps  would  be  considered. 

PUBLIC  TRUSTEE. 
„«Q  Mr.  WASON.  — I  desire.  Sir,  with 
reference  to  what  fell  from  tha 
Hon.  the  Premier  this  afternoon,  to  bring  be- 
fore your  notice  and  that  of  the  House  the 
papers  which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  by  tha 
courtesy  of  the  House  ordered  to  be  printed. 
I  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to  that  course^ 
as  I  am  thankful  to  say  in  any  financial  trans- 
actions with  which  I  have  ever  been  con- 
nected I  have  never  had  the  slightest  iota 
of  anything  to  conceal.  On  looking  through 
these  papers  I  find  that  a  very  important  por- 
tion of  them  has  not  been  inserted — that  is, 
with  reference  to  the  memorandum,  which, 
according  to  the  letter  of  the  Public  Trustee, 
runs  as  follows :  "  I  find  attached  to  the  papen 
a  memorandum  in  Mr.  MoGowan's  handwriting 
with  a  pencilled  memorandum  on  it,  by  whom 
written  I  do  not  know."  This  is  the  gravamen 
of  my  whole  charge — the  whole  of  the  accusa- 
tion which  I  made  against  the  Public  Trustee. 
When  I  went  into  that  gentleman's  office  in 
Christchurch  some  months  ago,  and  was  shown 
certain  memoranda  with  reference  to  this  trans- 
action about  inquiries  made,  private  or  other- 
wise, I  had  not  the  slightest  idea  what  thesa 
inquiries  were — whether  personal,  financial,  or 
political.  With,  perhaps,  unbecoming  vanity, 
out  yet  probably  not  altogether  justified  in 
view  of  my  thirty  years'  residence  in  that  par- 
ticular district,  I  concluded  inquiries  so  objec- 
tionable could  neither  have  been  personal  nor 
finaneial,  and  I  concluded,  perhaps  rashly,  Sir, 
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that  the  inquiries  made  were  of  a  political 
natauce.  I  withdrew  those  imputations  abso- 
faitely  and  unreservedly  against  the  Public 
Trofliee;  bat,  Sir,  when  I  came  out  of  that 
office  in  Ohristchuroh  I  had  not  the  slightest 
idea  what  those  inquiries  were.  I  repeat, 
nntil  I  saw  the  papers  that  were  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
I  had  not  the  slightest  idea  what  those  in- 
qniries  were— whether  they  were  personal, 
nnanoiaJ,  or  political,  or  what  they  were. 
Now,  the  whole  of  the  papers  are  not  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  If  it  had  been  made 
known  to  me  at  the  office  of  the  Public  Trus- 
tee in  Ghristchurch  what  the  inquiries  were,  I 
•hoald  have  had  nothing  to  complain  about 
with  reference  to  the  matter ;  but  I  must  say, 
in  justice  to  myself  and  those  whom  I  repre- 
sent, that  the  Premier  should  agree  to  have 
that  memorandum  attached  to  the  papers  and 
printed  along  with  them — ^namely,  that  memo- 
randum which  the  Publio  Trustee  alludes  to  : 
**  I  find  attached  to  the  papers  a  memorandum 
in  Mr.  McQowan's  handwriting  with  a  pencilled 
memorandum  on  it,  by  whom  written  I  do  not 
know." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— For  my  part,  1  may  say, 
whatever  other  faults  I  may  have,  no  one  can 
ever  say  I  fight  unfairly,  and  where  it  comes  to 
be,  as  in  this  case,  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance to  the  honourable  gentleman,  acting 
as  he  has  done  in  withdrawing  the  charges 
against  the  Publio  Trustee,  I  deem  it  right  that 
this  matter  should  be  sifted  to  the  bottom.  I 
know  that  also  to  be  the  desire  of  the  Publio 
Tmstee.  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  honourable 
member  should  have  thought  that  the  political 
element  came  into  this  question  at  all.  For 
my  part,  I  might  say — it  may  perhaps  be  of 
interest  to  him  and  to  other  members  of  this 
House — that  since  I  have  been  Oolonial  Trea- 
surer I  have  not  been  to  the  Public  Trust 
Board,  nor  to  the  Insurance  Office,  nor  to  the 
Native  Land  Purchase  Board,  so  that  as  far  as 
those  departments  are  concerned  I  am  deter- 
mined there  shall  not  be  the  slightest  political 
tint.  The  honourable  member,  unfortunately, 
I  think,  came  to  an  erroneous  conclusion,  but 
now,  as  he  has  had  a  distinct  explanation  and 
negation  of  the  allegations  he  made,  I  hope 
it  will  be  a  lesson  to  him  and  to  other  honour- 
able members  not  to  make  charges  against  the 
Oovemment,  or  the  heads  of  departments, 
alleging  either  political  or  Ministerial  inter- 
ference, when  there  is  not  the  least  ground  for 
it.  1  say  the  whole  of  these  departments — and 
partieularly  the  lending  departments — of  the 
State  are  more  free  of  political  interference 
tiian  they  have  ever  been.  I  shall  make  in- 
quiries with  regard  to  the  pencil  memorandum 
the  honourable  member  refers  to.  It  may  be 
something  put  on  by  the  clerk,  or  it  may  be 
Mr.  MeOowan's  memorandum.  At  all  events, 
in  the  letter  sent  to  me  to-day  by  the  Public 
Trustee,  he  says  the  only  one  referred  to  was 
Mr.  MoGowan,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Board.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  shall  do  my 
best  to  obtain  the  information  the  honourable 
gentleman  asks  for,  or  some  explanation  of  IL 


Mr.  WA80N.— And  print  it  with  the  papers. 
Mr.  SEDDON.-^And  print  it  with  the  papers, 
•inly. 


BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  AND  BANKING 
BILL. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL.— I  wish  to  move  a  reso- 
lution in  connection  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land and  Banking  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— It  will  be  out  of  order,  as 
it  is  imperative  on  me  to  leave  the  chair  when 
the  order  of  the  day  is  called  on. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL.— I  think  if  you  will 
allow  me  I  shall  show  you  reasons  why  it  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  will  hear  you  on  the 
point  of  order. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  am  quoting  from  the 
1893  edition  of  May,  page  470,  which  says : — 

**  Sometimes  a  Bill  is  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  to  which  other  Bills  have  been 
committed,  or  to  Committees  appointed  to 
inquire  into  or  consider  other  matters,  or  two 
or  more  Bills  are  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee. When  it  has  not  been  determined 
until  after  the  second  reading  to  commit  a  Bill 
to  a  Select  Committee,  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  Consmittee  of  the  whole  House  is  read  and 
discharged,  notice  not  being  required,  and  the 
Bill  is  committed  to  a  Select  or  Standing  Com- 
mittee, a  motion  which  can  be  made  although 
the  Bill  is  under  consideration  by  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House." 

Now,  Sir,  the  proposition  which  I  would  wish 
to  move  is  this :  That  the  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  and  Banking  Bill 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  cannot  allow  such  a 
motion  to  be  proposed  until  I  give  my  ruling 
on  the  point  of  order. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— If  you  will  allow  me  I 
will  speak  to  the  point  of  order.  The  point  of 
order  is  this  :  that  the  Standing  Order  of  the 
English  House  of  Commons  passed  on  the  5th 
August,  1885,  is  almost,  ipsissima  verha^  the 
same  as  our  own  Standing  Order.  There  are 
one  or  two  slight  alterations,  but  they  are  so 
slight  that  virtually  it  is  the  same  Standing 
Order.  I  find  that  seven  years  subsequent  to  the 
passing  of  that  order,  on  the  4th  and  5th  April, 
1892— and  I  refer  honourable  members  to  the 
Commons  Journal,  page  154,  Volume  147 — ^the 
House,  according  to  order,  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  on  the  Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases 
Bill.  On  that  same  dav  progress  was  reported, 
and  leave  was  granted  to  sit  again.  On  the 
6th  May,  1892— just  a  month  afterwards — again 
I  refer  honourable  members  to  the  Commons 
Journals,  Volume  147,  page  225 — a  motion  waa 
made,  and,  the  question  being  proposed  that 
the  order  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill  be  read 
and  discharged,  and  that  the  Bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law, 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure,  an 
amendment  was  proposed,  which  amendment 
was  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  the  main 
question  was  agreed  to.  You  have,  therefore,  a 
position  almost  exactly  similar  to  the  position 
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we  an  in  now.  A  Bill  had  been  before  the 
House  of  Commons;  progress  was  reported 
on  it.  On  a  subsequent  ocoasion,  though  the 
Speaker  would  have  left  the  chair  without 
debate,  this  resolution  was  moved,  an  amend- 
ment was  moved  on  the  resolution,  and  the 
original  motion  was  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  the  BiU  was  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. I  want  to  test  the  feeling  of  the 
House  as  to  whether  we  should  not  now  refer 
this  Bill  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
instead  of  passing  it  without  all  the  informa- 
tion which  could  possibly  be  acquired  in  the 
event  of  the  Bill  being  referred  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  wish,  Sir 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  rule  on  points  of  order 
when  raised,  without  allowing  any  discussion 
beyond  what  is  urged  by  the  member  raising 
the  point.  If  the  honourable  member  had 
read  fully  the  text- book  which  he  quotes 
he  would  have  seen  that  those  proceedings 
to  which  he  has  referred  are  governed  by 
what  is  laid  down  in  an  earlier  part  of  the 
chapter  he  quotes — namely,  that  the  member 
in  charge  of  a  Bill  may  propose  to  the 
House  to  transfer  a  Bill  from  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  a  Select  Committee,  but  that 
no  other  member  of  the  House  may  propose 
that  without  the  concurrence  of  the  honour- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  I  therefore 
am  bound,  when  the  order  is  called  on — and  I 
shall  direct  it  to  be  called  on  when  I  sit  down 
— to  leave  the  chair  forthwith.  The  honour- 
able member  seems  not  to  have  read  that  por- 
tion of  the  chapter  in  which  the  rule  is  laid 
down  that  such  a  motion  as  he  desires  to 
make  could  not  be  proposed  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  honourable  member  in  charge 
of  the  Bill.  But  even  the  foot-note  to  the  page* 
from  which  he  quoted  should  have  indicated 
that  the  ground  he  was  taking  up  was  not 
quite  sound.  Such  a  motion  would,  in  fact, 
nullify  our  Standing  Order,  which  requires  the 
Speaker  to  leave  the  chair  forthwith  on  the 
order  of  the  day  being  called  on  for  the  further 
consideration  of  a  Bill  in  Committee. 

Captain  KUSSELL.--If  the  honourable 
member  gave  his  consent,  then  the  motion 
would  be  in  order ;  if  he  refused,  of  course  I 
recognise  that  it  would  not  be  in  order.       ' 

Mr.  SEDDON. —The  honourable  member 
only  made  that  discovery  after  you.  Sir, 
pointed  it  out  to  him.  I  was  about  to  show 
that  the  honourable  member  has  not  even 
read  our  own  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Call  on  the  next  order  of 
the  day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  mto  Com- 
mittee for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Bill. 

IK   COmilTTBB. 

Clause  6.—"  Of  the  four  directors  to  be  elected 
by  the  shareholders  of  the  Bank,  two  shall  be 
resident  in  the  North  Inland  and  two  in  the 
Middle  Island,  and  with  respect  to  each  of 
them  the  following  provisions  shall  apply : — 
Captain  Russell 


"  (1.)  He  shall  be  elected  at  the  half-yearly 
general  meeting  of  the  proprietors^ 
to  be  held  at  the  head  office  of  the 
Bank  in  Wellington,  in  the  month  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight. 
**  (2.)  He,  as  also  each  of  his  successors  in 
office,  shall  possess  the  qualifioationa 
prescribed  by  subsection  two  of  sec- 
tion twelve  of  'The  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  Share  Guarantee  Act,  1894,' 
and  in  all  other  respects  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  the  deed  of 
settlement  of  the  Bank. 
**  (8.)  As  often  as  his  seat  becomes  vacant 
the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  in  manner 
provided  by  the  deed  of  settlement  of 
the  Bank." 
Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  prefix  to  the  first 
word  of  the  clauRC  **  As  to  each." 
Words  inserted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  '•four*'" 
from>  the  first  paragraph  of  the  clause,  and* 
insert  **  two  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved,  That  the  Chair- 
man do  leave  the  chair. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  Seddon's  amendment  agreed  to. 
Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  following 
words  be  omitted :  **  two  shall  be  resident  in 
the  North  Island  and  two  in  the  Middle  Island, 
and  with  respect  to  each  of  them." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,     That   the    word 
**  ninety-eight "  in  subsection  one  be  struck  out» 
with  a  view  of  inserting  "  ninety- nine,"  and  also 
adding  the  words  "and  shall  hold  office  as 
hereinafter  provided,  but  shall  be  eligiible  for 
re-election." 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause   6.—**  The   directors  first  appointed 
and  elected  as  aforesaid  shall  take  office  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  thereupon  the 
following  events  shall  forthwith  ensue  : — 
"  (1.)  The  directors  then  previously  in  office 

shall  cease  to  hold  office. 
*<  (2.)  The  office  of  the  President  of  the  Bank 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  abolished,  and 
the  President  shall  cease  to  hold  that 
office: 

'*  Provided  nevertheless  as  follows^ 
that  is  to  say  : — 

'*  (a.)  Within  one  month  after  the 
abolition  of  his  office  the  Board  shall 
offer  him,  without  prejudice,  a  sum 
equal  to  one  year's  salary  in  full 
satisfaction  of  any  right  or  claim  he 
may  have  against  the  colony  or  the 
Bank  for  damages  or  compensation 
for  loss  of  office. 

'*  (6.)  If  he  declines  to  accept  such 
offer  he  may,  within  three  months 
after  the  abolition  of  his  office,  but 
not  later,  institute  proceedings  in 
any  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction 
against  the  Bank  to  recover  damagee 
for  wrongful  removal  from  office. 
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**  (e.)  For  the  porposes  of  sQoh  pro- 
ceedings  he  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
been  appointed  to  his  offioe  by  the 
Bank  instead  of  by  the  Governor  in 
Council,  and  to  bave  been  removed 
from  office  by  the  Bank  instecbd  of  by 
ibis  Act. 

**  {d.)  In  such  proceedings  the  Bank 
shall  be  entitled  to  set  up  any  defence 
that  would  be  available  in  an  action 
for  damages  for  wrongful  dismissal. 

*<  («.)  The  amount  of  damages  and 
costs,  if  any,  awarded  to  him  by  final 
ipdgxnQD^  m  raoh  proceedings  shall 
be  paid  by  the  Bank. 

"  (/.)  Subject  to  and  without  dero- 
gating from  the  foregoing  provisions, 
nothing  hereinbefore  contained  shall 
be  construed  as  an  admission  or  re- 
cognition that  he  has  any  right  .or 
claim  to  compensation  or  damages  as 
against  the  Bank,  and  in  no  case 
shall  he  bave  any  such  right  or  claim 
as  against  Her  Majesty." 
SEDDON  moved,   That    the    words 


ninety  -  eight "    in    the    first    paragraph    be 


struck    out,  and 
lieu  thereof. 


ninety-nine "  inserted   in 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  moved  to  report  progress, 
as  an  expression  of  opinion  that  the  proposals 
should  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee for  consideration  and  report. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Atbs,  31. 


Bollard 

Lethbridge 

Smith 

Brown 

McGuire 

Tanner 

Buchanan 

McLean 

Taylor 

Carson 

MoNab 

Thompson,  B. 

Crowther 

Massey 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Duthie 

Montgomery 

Wason 

Fraser 

Moore 

Wilson. 

Henries 

Pirani 

Hutcheson,  J. 

Rolleston 

TeUeri. 

Hutchison,  G. 

Russell 

Lang 

Kelly 

Sligo 

Nobs,  80. 

Maokeneie,M. 

AUen,  E.  O. 

Eaihau 

Pere 

Gadman 

Lamach 

Seddon 

Gamcrofls 

La  wry 

Stevens 

Duncan 

McGowan 

Steward 

Fisher 

MoEenzie,  J. 

Symes 
Thompson,  T. 

Flatman 

Meredith 

Gilfedder 

MUlar 

Ward. 

Graham 

Mills 

T%lUn, 

Hall-Jones 

0*Meara 

Hogg 

Holland 

O'Began 

Morrison. 

Joyce 

Majority  for,  1. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
PMt  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LBGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  27th  July,  1898. 

First  Beading— Third  Beading— Wellington  Harbour 
Board  Beclamation  and  Empowering  Bill— 
Fisheries  Coneervation  Bill— Mr.  Spooner. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbaksb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayxbs. 

FIBSi^  BEADING. 
Stratford  Electric  Lighting  BUI. 

THIRD  READING. 
Road  Districts  Validation  BilK 

WELLINGTON  HARBOUR  BOARD  RE- 
CLAMATION AND  EMPOWERING  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  eaid  the  object  of  this- 
Bill  was  to  enable  the  Wellington  Harbour 
Board  to  effect  certain  reclamations  which 
were  urgently  needed  in  the  interests  of  their 
trust.  The  proposed  reclamations  extended 
from  the  present  wooden  breastwork  about 
100  ft.  outwards.  When  this  reclamation  was 
efieoted  the  object  sought  to  be  achieved  by  the 
Board  was  the  immediate  erection  of  certain 
wharves  which  were  imperatively  necessary  for 
the  shipping  of  the  port.  It  so  happened  that 
the  present  breastwork,  which  was  supposed  to 
be  constructed  with  irunbark  piles,  turned  out 
to  be  entirely  rotten  and  unserviceable.  The 
Harbour  Board  was  being  constantly  urged  to 
put  this  breastwork  in  order;  but  it  would 
DC  wasted  money  for  them  to  attempt  ta 
do  this,  as  the  growing  interests  of  the  port 
required  that  they  sliould  get  out  into  deeper 
water  for  the  purposes  of  their  wharves.  It 
was  also  required  by  the  Railway  Department 
that  there  should  be  a  greater  amount  of  space 
for  railway  land,  as  it  ran  down  the  country 
towards  the  town,  and  it  was  intended  in  this 
Bill  to  give  further  accommodation  to  the  rail- 
way. Outside  the  portion  of  the  reclamation 
to  be  handed  over  to  the  Railway  Department 
the  Harbour  Board  purposed  to  reserve  for  its 
own  ends  a  space  which  would  probably  jut 
out  50  ft.  beyond  the  railway.  Their  object 
was  to  erect  necessary  shedfl  and  conveniences 
upon  this  breastwork,  which  would  then  be  a 
concrete  breastwork  for  the  purposes  and  con- 
veniences of  the  Board.  A  site  for  the  Custom- 
house was  needed  by  the  Government,  and 
after  a  great  deal  of  negotiation  it  had  been 
arranged  between  the  Government  and  the 
Harbour  Board  that  a  certain  portion  of  this 
land  proposed  to  be  reclaimed  should  be  set 
aside  for  the  purpose  of  a  Customhouse.  That 
portion  was  defined  under  the  Fourth  and 
Fifth  Schedules  to  the  Bill,  and  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  this  cession  of  reclaimed 
land  to  the  Government  were  detailed  in  the- 
Bill.  The  Government  paid  to  the  Harbour 
BoMxl  the  actual  cost  of  the  precise  reclamatioik 
within  a  given  time,  and  when  the  payment 
was  so  made  the  Government  was  to  erect  a- 
Customhouse  upon  the  site.  In  case  that  sita- 
was  not  built  upon  within  nine  years,  then  th» 
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Mserve  reverted  to  the  Harbour  Board,  the 
Harbour  Board,  of  course,  refunding  to  the 
Government  the  amount  of  money  the  Oovem- 
ment  had  paid  for  the  reclamation  of  (hat  land. 
This  Bill  further  provided  the  machinery  and 
the  means  for  carrying  out  these  various  pro- 
jects.   He  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 


lects 

Bm. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER  said  the  Go- 
vemment  was  interested  in  this  Bill,  and  he 
desired  to  say  that  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
had  stated  was  admitted  by  the  Qovemment. 
The  Government  had  been  consulted,  and  the 
public  interests  had  been  complied  with  to  the 
extent  the  Government  thought  necessary.  It 
must  be  a  matter  of  gratification  to  all  of  them, 
from  whatever  part  of  the  colony  they  might 
come,  to  see  the  yearly  advance  the  Port  of 
'Wellington  made,  especially  with  regard  to 
the  shipping  accommodation,  equipment,  ma- 
ohlnery,  and  appliances  for  the  conduct  of 
its  growing  business.  Honourable  members 
were,  he  was  sure,  all  of  one  mind  in  desiring 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  port  as  it 
deserved  to  be  advanced,  and  it  would  be 
admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  conduct  of  the 
port's  affairs  had  been,  on  the  whole,  extremely 
satisfactory.  The  Government  had  no  other 
wish  than  to  see  the  Bill  proceed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY  had  very  much 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.  During  the  last  thirty  years  he  had 
visited  Wellington  almost  annually,  and  he 
had  witnessed  the  gradual  development  of  the 
port.  When  he  first  came  to  Wellington  the 
administration  of  the  harbour  was  under  the 
Corporation,  and  it  was  very  indifferently 
managed.  The  revenues  that  were  derived 
from  the  harbour  proper,  instead  of  being 
wholly  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  the 
harbour,  were  taken  by  the  Corporation  and 
partly  expended  on  purely  outside  works.  It 
was  found  necessary  to  alter  that  state  of 
things,  and  the  Harbour  Board  was  formed. 
Since  the  Harbour  Board  had  been  a  separate 
body,  especially  of  late  years, — to  a  great  ex- 
tent owing  to  the  able  management  of  the 
present  engineer,  Mr.  Ferguson, — great  de- 
velopments had  taken  place,  which  had  been  in 
the  interests  not  only  of  the  port  but  of  the 
whole  colony.  He  had  much  pleasure  in  testi- 
fying to  the  great  improvements  made  and  the 
gpreater  facilities  provided  for  the  landing  and 
shipping  of  cargo,  also  the  better  class  of  ma- 
chinery to  supplement  labour.  This  Bill,  so 
far  as  he  understood  it,  simply  provided  an 
agreement  between  the  two  local  bodies— the 
Municipality  and  the  Harbour  Board— for  the 
exchange  of  endowments  to  enable  the  Har- 
bour Board  to  carry  out  necessary  extensive 
works  on  land  which  at  present  belonged  to 
the  Corporation.  It  only  gave  the  power,  so 
far  as  he  could  see,  of  reclamation  over  an 
additional  area  of  about  one  acre,  to  enable  the 
Board  to  make  the  necessary  improvements. 
He  was  certain  the  Council  would  do  well  to 
pass  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

Hm.  Br.  Grac§ 


PISHBRIBS  CONSERVATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  moved,  ThaS 
this  Bill  be  recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering clauses  4  and  12.  Certain  recommen- 
dations had  been  received  from  a  southern  so- 
ciety which  certainly  should  have  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  or  Government 
before  this,  so  that  the  Conunittee  could  not  be 
blamed  for  not  having  considered  them  when 
they  brought  up  their  report.  He  thought  it 
best  to  recommit  the  Bill,  so  as  to  pass  the  Bill 
as  complete  as  possible. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  asked  that 
clause  11  be  included  in  those  clauses  to  be 
reconsidered  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said,  if  the 
Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  desired  that  clause  11 
should  be  recommitted  he  could  move  an 
amendment  to  that  effect. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  moved.  Thai 
clause  11  he  also  reconsidered  in  Committee, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  asked  if  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  would  state  for  what  purpose. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  said  he  had 
been  puzzling  over  the  clause,  and  did  not 
understand  it.  That  might  be  his  misfortune^ 
but  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  the  introduc- 
tion of  an  entirely  new  principle.  According 
to  English  law  there  was  no  ownership  in  run- 
ning water ;  there  was  only  the  right  of  user. 
By  implication  this  clause  created  an  entirely 
new  right.  This  provision  in  certain  canes 
gave  the  owner  of  the  land  a  right  of  owner- 
ship in  the  water — a  right  which  any  lawyer 
knew  was  not  known  to  the  law.  lb  would  be 
advisable,  he  thought,  that  the  Bill  should  be 
referred  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee, 
because  this  was  a  very  important  clause,  and 
one  which  he  was  convinced  had  not  received 
that  consideration  which  it  deserved. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY  said  the  honour- 
able member  was  not  present  when  the  Bill 
was  discussed  before.  His  impression  was 
.that,  instead  of  conferring  on  persons  the 
right  to  the  water,  it  simply  took  away  the 
rights  that  persons  had  under  the  prefent 
law.  He  thought  the  question  required  con- 
sideration; and  the  best  way  to  deal  with  it 
would  be  to  refer  it  to  the  Statutes  Revision 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY  thought  the 
honourable  member  should  indicate^  what 
amendment  he  proposed  to  make  in  the 
clause.  When  that  clause  was  going  through, 
another  lawyer— the  Hon.  Mr.  Downie  Stewart 
—told  the  Committee  that  it  destroyed  all 
property  in  the  water ;  but  now  the  Hon.  Mr. 
MacGregor  paid  it  created  property  in  the 
water,  so  between  the  lawyers  they  were 
getting  somewhat  mixed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.— Strike  it  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  this  clause 
was  exceedingly  obscure.  If  the  Hon.  Mr. 
MacGregor's  view  was  correct,  the  clause  was 
entirely  superfluous.  He  (Mr.  Stevens)  agreed 
that  it  would  be  very  much  better  that  the 
clause  should  go  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Committee  could  ascertain 
what  the  intention  was,  and  what  the  pro- 
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mofceiB  of  the  olaoBe  had  in  view  when  they 
deviaed  the  scheme  whioh  was  embodied  in  the 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  he  did  not 
know  what  good  would  be  derived  from  refer- 
ring the  clause  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Com- 
mittee. The  clause  had  been  before  another 
Committee,  which  had  taken  more  pains  with  it 
than  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  would 
do.  He  quite  admitted,  however,  that  it  was 
not  quite  as  clear  as  it  should  be.  Probably  it 
would  be  better,  if  the  clause  was  not  dear,  that 
it  should  be  made  clear.  He  did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  objection  to  his  honourable 
friend  drafting  a  clause  in  clearer  language 
if  he  could  do  so.  The  wording  of  the  clause 
was  not  very  clear  to  the  Committee,  but  they 
had  a  legal  adviser  who  said  that  it  was  all 
right.  However,  if  his  honourable  friend  would 
pat  it  into  dearer  language  he  would  not 
•bject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  Bill  being  recommitted  if  there 
was  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  but  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  at  all  a  proper  proceeding 
that  the  work  of  one  Committee  should  be  sub- 
jected to  the  scrutiny  of  another.  The  Select 
Committee  set  up  to  deal  with  this  Bill  had 
done  its  work  as  well  as  it  could,  and  he  did  not 
know  that  any  good  would  be  served  by  sub- 
mitting it  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee. 
There  were  too  many  lawyers  on  that  Com- 
mittee. He  would  much  sooner  submit  the 
•lause  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor,  and  ask  him 
to  put  it  into  shape  if  it  was  thought  to  be  now 
presented  in  doubtful  form.  They  would  get 
the  results  of  a  calm  and  judicial  mind  on  the 
■abject,  whereas  with  so  many  lawyers  on  the 
Statates  Revision  Committee  they  might  get  a 
Tery  uncertain  sound  and  only  be  embarrassed 
by  too  many  counsellors. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES  said  the  question 
seemed  to  be,  What  was  intended  to  be  meant 
by  the  clause— what  purpose  was  it  intended 
to  serve.  According  to  his  idea  it  meant  that  any 
sheet  of  water  that  was  not  part  of  a  running 
atream  of  water  might  belong  to  a  private 
person.  There  were  times  when  the  rivers  in 
the  South  Island  were  simply  a  succession  of 
ponds,  and  in  a  case  of  that  kind,  supposing  such 
a  thing  occurred  for  two  or  three  years  in  suo- 
oeesion,  would  a  clause  like  this  enable  a  man 
to  go  on  to  a  person's  land  and  fish  in  any  of 
those  ponds;  or  would  it,  by  inference,  esta- 
blish a  proprietary  right  over  water  whioh  did 
not  already  exist,  and  whioh  would,  under 
•ertain  circumstances,  preclude  anglers  from 
oaing  streams  which  are  now  open  to  them  ? 

Motion  to  recommit  clauses  4  and  12  agreed 
to. 

On  the  queetion,  That  clause  11  he  recom- 


The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK  said  a  great  deal 
•f  attention  had  been  given  to  this  clause  in  the 
Committee  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
Chairman.  It  merely  expressed  in  statute  law 
what  was  now  common  law.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
MaoGxegor  objected  apparently  to  that.  He 
was  very  lorxy  he  had  not  now  in  his  possession 


a  book  he  had  perused  that  morning,  and  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  in  possession 
of  the  same  book.  He  thought,  siter  the 
amount  of  trouble  the  Committee  had  taken 
over  this  particular  clause,  and  after  the 
amount  of  trouble  the  Council  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  had  taken  over  it  in  Committee, 
while  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  was  absent — 
while  it  was  his  duty  to  be  present — ^it  would  be 
vety  wrong  to  go  back  on  the  matter.  If  they 
passed  the  Bill  it  had  to  go  to  another  place, 
and  would  probably  be  well  discussed.  He 
would  oppose  the  recommittal  of  clause  11. 

The  Bon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY  had  overlooked 
the  fact  that  the  Bill  had  been  before  a  Select 
Committee,  and  therefore  it  would  be  unfair 
to  refer  it  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee. 
He  thought  the  clause  should  be  submitted  ta 
the  draftsman,  with  a  view  of  rendering  it  more 
clear  before  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  was 
proceeded  with. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  did  not  think  there 
was  any  objection  to  referring  the  BiU  to  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee  on  the  ground 
stated— namely,  that  it  was  unusual  to  refer  a 
Bill  to  another  Committee  when  one  Committee 
had  considered  it.  One  had  to  consider  the 
reason  for  the  existence  of  these  Committees. 
The  Bill  had  been  dealt  with  by  the  Fisheries 
Bill  Committee,  appointed  to  consider  it  from 
the  point  of  view  of  those  interested  in  fisheries. 
The  Statutes  Revision  Committee  existed  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  proposed  laws  and 
collating  them  with  the  existing  laws,  and 
arriving  at  a  decision,  from  the  legal  point  of 
view,  as  to  whether  they  effected  what  was 
intended  without  doing  more.  It  did  not 
appear  to  him  that  there  could  be  any  incon- 
sistency in  referring  this  Bill  to  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  said  the  proper  thing 
to  do  with  this  clause  was  to  strike  it  out,  aud 
that  was  what  he  argued  when  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee,  with  a  view  of  inserting  a  clause 
he  had  on  the  Order  Paper,  whioh  gave  a  per- 
son a  right  to  go  on  land  for  fishing  purposes. 
The  clause,  as  it  now  stood,  was  an  attempt  to 
tinker  with  the  question.  There  was  a  feeling 
that  it  was  not  right  that  a  man  should  be  able 
to  say,  "  These  are  my  fish,  and  no  one  can 
touch  them,"  and  therefore  something  was  re- 
quired. His  contention  was  that  the  holder  of 
a  fishing  license  should  be  able  to  go  on  land 
for  the  purpose  of  fishing.  In  angling,  a  man 
was  not  likely  to  cause  damage  to  property; 
but,  if  he  did  so,  the  clause  he  would  propose 
contained  a  provision  to  make  him  liable  for 
it.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  exdsion  of  the 
clause  would  improve  the  measure,  and  make 
it  one  that  wocdd  be  not  only  more  accept- 
able to  anglers,  but  also  more  profitable  to  the 
societies  interested. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  *<  That 
the  words  *  and  section  11  *  be  added  to  the 
motion." 

Atss,  24. 
Arkwright  Bolt  Jones 

BailUe  Bowen  Kelly,  W. 

Bamiooat  Jenkinson         Kerr 
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MaoGregor 

Montgomery 

•Oliver 

Peaeook 

Biohardson 


Bigg 
Soodand 
Smith,  A.  L. 
Smith,  W.  0. 
Stevens 


Swanaon 
Taiaroa 
Walker,  L. 
Walker,  W.  0. 
Williams. 

Pinkerton 
Tomoana 
Twomey. 


Noss,  11 
Feldwick  Johnston 

<3^raoe  Kelly,  T. 

Harris  MoGulloogh 

Jennings  McLean 

Majority  for,  18. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Bill  recommitted. 


IN   COMHITTBX. 

Clause  11. — **  No  person  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  the  owner  of  water,  and  no  water  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  the  property  of  any  private 
person,  in  any  case  where  such  water  shall 
form  part  of  the  waters  of  any  permanent 
stream  or  water  which  is  not  wholly  contained 
throughout  its  entire  length  or  area  within  the 
•lands  of  one  owner;  but  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  extend  to  authorise  any  person  to 
•commit  a  trespass. 

**  *  Owner '  for  the  purposes  of  this  section, 
includes  joint  owners  carrying  on  business 
together  in  copartnership,  and  also  includes  a 
^corporation  or  company." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEQOB  moved,  That 
the  clause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


11. 


Barnicoat 
Feldwick 
Jennings 
McLean 


Arkvrright 

Bolt 

Harris 

Jenkinson 

Jones 

Kelly,  T. 

Kelly,  W. 


Aybs, 
Morris 
Peacock 
Scotland 
Taiaroa 


Noss,  21. 
Kerr 

MacOregor 
McCul  lough 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
Pinkerton 
Bichardson 


Tomoana 
Twomey 
Walker,  L. 


Rigg 

Smith,  A.  L. 
Smith,  W.  0. 
Stevens 
Swanson 
Walker,  W.  0. 
Williams. 


Majority  against,  10. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Section  12.— Application  of  fees,  fines,  and 
penalties. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKBB  moved  to 
add  the  following  new  section  : — 

**  (c.)  All  fees  for  licenses  for  fishing  for 
trout,  perch,  or  other  acclimatised  fish  shall 
be  paid  to  the  society  in  whose  district  such 
licenses  are  issued,  which  society  shall  have 
the  control  of  the  issue  of  such  licenses,  and 
may  refuse  to  issue  a  license  to  any  person  or 
persons  without  assigning  any  reason  for  such 
refusal." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  KELLY  moved,  That 
all  the  words  after  the  words  *'  such  lioenses  " 
be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qaeetion, 
^'  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Atbs,  15. 

Barnicoat  McLean  Bichardson 

Bolt  Montgomery  Stevens 

Bowen  Morris  Walker,  L. 

Feldwick  Oliver  Walker,  W.  C. 

Johnston  Peacock  Williams. 

Noes,  18. 

Arkwright  Kelly,  W.  Smith,  A.  L. 

Harris  Kerr  Smith,  W.  0. 

Jenkinson  MoCuUough  Swanson 

Jennings  Pinkerton  Taiaroa 

Jones  Bigg  Tomoana 

Kelly,  T.  Scotland  Twomey. 

Majority  against,  8. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported. 

MB.  SPOONEB. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Council  do  ad- 
joum. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  drew  attention  to 
an  important  omission  from  the  last  issue  of 
Hansard,  in  regard  to  the  debate  on  tha 
motion  brought  forwskrd  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Jones  in  regard  to  the  Spooner  case.  The 
result  of  the  division  was  not  mentioned.  The 
report  simply  concluded  with  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace ;  and  it  was  not  stated 
whether  the  motion  was  negatived,  nor  was  the 
division  list  given  as  recorded  in  the  Counoira 
proceedings.  He  moved,  That  the  nuUter  be 
referred  to  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee, 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  division-list  referred  to  above  was  as 
follows ; — 

Aybs,  16. 
Baillie  Kerr  Stewart 

Feldwick  McCullough       Swanson 

Jenkinson  Bigg  Tomoana 

Jones  Scotland  Twomey 

Kelly,  T.  Smith,  A.  L.      Walker,  W.  C. 

Kelly,  W. 

Noes,  20. 
Arkwright  Holmes  Pinkerton 

Barnicoat  Jennings  Peacock 

Bolt  Johnston  Beynolds 

Bonar  McLean  Bichardson 

Bowen  Montgomery      Stevens 

Grace  Oliver  Walker,  L. 

Harris  Ormond 

Majority  against,  4. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minatei 
to  five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  27th  July,  1898. 


Third  Beading—Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking 

Bill— Imprest  Supply  Bill  '"'    "     "     '  "' — 

Zealand  and  Banking  Bill. 


Bill— Imprest  Sapply  Bill  (No.  2>— Bank  of  New 
-    •      •       *~    iking r" 


Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'olook. 

Pbatsbs. 
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THIRD  READING. 
Stratfoid  Eleotrio  Lighting  BiU. 

3ANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND  AND  BANK- 
ING BILL. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay).— Sir,  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  if,  in 
^6w  of  the  motion  which  was  carried  last 
night.  That  the  House  report  progress,  with  a 
Tiew  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking 
Bill  being  referred  to  the  Publio  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, he  intends  to  move  a  resolution  to  give 
efiact  to  the  decision  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— The  course  I  in- 
tend to  take  is  to  ask  that  the  Banking  Bill 
•flhoold  be  broaght  up  to-day.  I  propose  to 
place  the  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper  to-day  in 
the  same  position  on  Friday's  Order  Paper,  and 
the  position  of  honourable  members  who  are 
in  charge  of  those  Bills  will  not  be  in  any  way 
prejudiced  by  the  change.  I  hope  honourable 
members  will  grant  the  permission  I  ask,  see- 
ing the  Standing  Orders  bar  the  way  of  any 
other  course.  Their  Bills  will  be  in  no  way 
prejudiced,  and  I  tbink  it  is  time  we  knew  the 
position  respecting  the  banking  legislation.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  there  is  a  majority  of  mem- 
bers in  this  House  who  wish  to  have  legislation 
respecting  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  its 
present  position  passed  this  session.  I  am  of 
that  opinion,  and  I  wish  to  know  whether  that 
is  the  fact  or  not,  and,  with  that  purpose  in 
-view,  I  ask  that  honourable  members  should 
grant  me  what  I  ask— namelv,  to  postpone 
their  Bills  to  enable  the  Banking  Bill  to  be 
brought  on  to-day.  I  do  not  propose  to  answer 
'questions,  nor  to  go  on  with  any  Government 
business,  beyond,  of  course,  the  Imprest  Supply 
Bill,  which  is  a  necessity,  and  need  take  only 
a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Are  you  going  to  press 
that  through  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  must.  As  to  there  being 
a  majority  of  the  House  against  the  Banking 
Bill,  of  course  I  do  not  think  there  is ;  and,  in 
•Tcgard  to  the  motion  that  was  carried  last 
night,  I  have  every  reason  to  know  that  there 
were  circumstances  surrounding  the  matter 
which  affected  the  case.  There  were  members 
present  who  are  believers  in  early  rising,  and 
who  have  spoken  and  voted  consistently  in 
favour  of  reporting  progress  at  a  certain  hour 
■  always.  Of  course,  they  voted  accordingly  last 
night.  At  least,  they  told  me  so  this  morning ; 
and,  that  being  the  case,  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  or  the  honourable  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  thinks  otherwise, 
I  mean  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
testing  the  question.  If  the  course  I  pro- 
pose is  agreed  to,  and  members  extend  to  me 
the  courtesy  which,  under  the  circumstances, 
I  am  entitled  to,  then  an  opportunity  will  be 
fliven  of  going  on  with  the  Bill.  I  propose, 
further,  after  the  Bill  has  passed  through  Oom- 
mittee,  to  defer  the  third  reading  for  a  few  days 
to  enable  any  one  who  feels  aggrieved  by  the 
.patsing  of  that  legislation  to  come  to  the  House. 
And  there  will  be  this  advantage :  that  the  Bill 
I  thiongh  Committee*  the  will  of  the  ma- 


jority of  the  House  will  have  been  decided  so  far. 
Afterwards  the  opportunity  will  be  given  for 
the  Bill  to  be  recommitted,  or  to  go  to  its  third 
reading,  whatever  may  be  the  will  of  the 
House.  That,  I  think,  is  a  reasonable  snd 
proper  course  to  take.  I  may  say,  further,  that 
I  propose  this  course  to  enable  the  business 
of  the  country  to  be  proceeded  with.  I  have 
another  alternative,  which  I  think,  however,  is 
a  very  undesirable  one— namely,  to  ask  the 
House  to  adjourn  until  Friday.'  If  members 
refuse  to  grant  the  courtesy  which  I  ask  and  to 
take  their  Bills  on  Friday,  then  I  shall  have  to 
ask  to  adjourn  the  House  to  Friday,  and  in  the 
meantime  the  business  of  the  country  will  be 
stopped.  I  do  not  think  such  a  course  should 
be  rendered  necessary.  Then,  there  is  still 
another  alternative,  if  what  I  ask  is  irefused, 
and  that  is:  that  as  each  Bill  comes  on,  to 
move  that  it  be  postponed  until  order  of  the 
day  No.  18,  relating  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land and  Banking  BiU,  is  reached.  That  course 
in  regard  to  each  order  will,  however,  take  up 
time.  I  can  move  the  postponement  of  the 
second  reading  of  each  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  After  the  member  in 
charge  of  the  order  of  the  day  has  spoken  to  the 
subject  of  the  order. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— After  the  member  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  has  moved  the  second  reading,  I  can 
then  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  until 
the  following  day,  and  that  course  will  simply 
mean  the  losing  of  a  lot  of  time,  and  it  will 
prejudice  other  Bills  that  are  behind  these  and 
that  have  to  be  moved.  It  will  prejudice  the 
position  of  all  other  Bills,  and  I  think,  there- 
fore, the  course  I  suggest  is  the  most  con- 
venient and  the  best  for  all  concerned.  I  do 
not  intend  to  answer  questions  to-day,  but  I 
must  take  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill,  which 
takes  precedence  on  all  occasions,  and  we  are 
thereby  only  intruding  on  the  time  which 
otherwise  would  be  set  apart  for  questions  this 
afternoon.  This  course,  I  hope,  is  clear  to 
honourable  members.  I  want  to  have  the 
position  of  the  Government  and  members 
of  the  House  respecting  this  banking  legis- 
lation definitely  defined,  and  the  course  I 
propose  will  decide  it  as  early  as  possible.  I 
hope  the  House  will  support  me  in  this  pro- 
ceeding, as  I  believe  it  is  the  best  in  the 
interests  of  all  concerned. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  must  be  decided  by  the 
House  whether  such  a  motion  may  be  put 
without  notice. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL.— Might  I  ask  the  Pre- 
mier if  he  will  answer  my  question?  Last 
night  the  House  decided  to  report  progress, 
with  a  view  to  having  the  Banking  Bill  referred 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Hon.  Mbmbbrs. — No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Yes,  it  was  distinctly 
stated ;  and  I  wish  to  ask  the  Premier  if  he  in- 
tends to  move  a  resolution  to  give  effect  to  the 
decision  of  the  House  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a 
Committee.  The  Hon.  the  Premier  has  not 
yet  answered  this  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  thought  I  made  the  posi- 
tion very  olear.    I  stated  clearly  and  explicitly 
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to  the  Committee  last  night  that  I  was  in 
charge  of  the  Banking  Bill,  and,  it  being  in  my 
charge,  I  should  allow  no  private  member  to 
take  chfiiirge  of  it,  nor  would  I  abide  by  the 
decision  of  the  Committee  on  the  Hon.  Mr. 
BoUeston^B  motion  to  report  progress.  That  is 
what  I  stated  clearly  and  explicitly  ;  and,  as  to 
what  was  said  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton  this  afternoon,  that  the  votes  given 
to  report  progress  were  given  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  Bill  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  if  the  honourable  member  paid 
attention  to  the  chorus  of  Noes  which  imme- 
diately met  his  allusion  be  would  have  koown 
once  for  all,  as  I  remarked  last  night,  that  the 
motion  was  not  carried  with  that  in  view.  The 
House  carried  the  reporting  of  progress  on  the 
clear  and  distinct  understanding  that  the  ques- 
tion should  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee. 
I  stated  so  then,  and  I  say  so  now,  that  the 
votes  given  for  the  reporting  of  progress  were 
not  given  with  the  object  the  honourable  mem- 
ber states.  The  honourable  member  for  Ric- 
carton and  some  members  on  that  side  of  the 
House  voted  for  it  with  that  intention,  but  the 
great  majority  who  voted  for  the  motion  were 
not  in  favour  of  it  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Premier  asks  whether 
the  House  will  consent  to  his  moving,  without 
notice,  to  postpone  the  questions,  notices  of 
motion,  and  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-day 
to  Friday  next,  in  order  to  allow  him  to  pro- 
ceed with  order  of  the  day  No.  13 :  •*  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  and  Banking  Act  Amendment 
Bill  to  be  further  considered  in  Committee." 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riccarton).— I  would 
like  to  know  what  the  position  exactly  is. 
Does  it  require,  Sir,  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  upset  the  whole  order  of  the  pro- 
ceedings as  proposed  by  the  Premier  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —  It  seems  to  me  the 
Premier  wishes  to  know  whether  the  House 
will  exchange  the  business  of  to-day  for  Friday, 
so  that  private  members'  business  if  postponed 
to-day  will  be  on  Friday's  Paper  in  the  same 
position  as  it  stands  on  the  Order  Paper  of 
to-day. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  do  not  know  whether, 
as  the  member  whose  motion  was  carried  last 
night  with  regard  to  the  Banking  Bill,  I  shall 
be  allowed  to  say  that  I  cannot  agree  to  the 
statement  of  facts  as  now  made  by  the  Premier. 
He  most  distinctly  appealed  to  the  Conmiittee 
last  night  to  vote  against  my  motion  because  it 
was  not  a  motion  simply  for  reporting  progress, 
but  it  carried  with  it  an  indication  to  the  Com- 
mittee upon  another  subject.  That  was  most 
distinctly  stated  by  the  Premier.  I  feel  very 
strongly  upon  this.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
feeling  of  the  House  is.  I  know  what  my  own 
feeling  is,  and  as  long  as  I  can  stand  in  this 
House  I  shall  resist  such  a  piece  of  tyranny  as 
is  i»oposed  by  the  Premier,  and  such  a  degra- 
dation to  the  members  of  this  House,  as  that 
they  should  be  asked,  without  previous  notice 
of  motion,  to  reverse  the  whole  course  of  the 
business,  and  to  stultify  themselves  with  re- 
gard to  the  decision  which  thoy  came  to  last 
night. 

Mr.  Seddon 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— Of  course,  if  yon  object  it 
cannot  be  proposed. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  shall  object  to  the  last. 

Mr.  SEDDON.- 1  desire  to  say,  as  a  personal 
explanation,  that  I  distinctly  stated  there  wer» 
a  number  of  members  who  were  not  in  th* 
House,  and  neither  heard  what  was  stated  by 
myself  nor  what  the  honourable  member  said,^ 
and  those  members  certainly  intimated,  when 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  made  a  statement 
just  now,  that  they  did  not  vote  for  reporting 
progress  with  the  object  of  referring  the  Bill 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  ;  and  it  is  a 
strange  thing,  if  the  honourable  member  is  so 
sure  of  the  fact,  that  he  will  not  allow  me  to 
give  him  the  earliest  opportunity  of  testing  tho 
positions.  He  can  make  a  motion  to  report 
progress  the  moment  I  take  the  Bill  into  Com- 
mittee, and,  if  a  majority  of  the  House  decides 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee,  I  must 
bow  to  the  will  of  the  majority ;  but,  as  I  hav« 
said,  I  will  not,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  whil» 
sitting  on  these  benches,  allow  any  private 
member  to  refer  a  Government  Bill  to  any 
Committee  without  my  consent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  there  any  objection  to 
the  Hon.  the  Premier  moving,  without  notice^ 
the  postponement  of  private  members'  busineaa 
for  to-day  till  Friday  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Yes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Very  well,  the  House  will 
go  on  with  the  business  on  the  Order  Paper. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  2). 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  recommending  the  House  to 
make  provision  for  the  payment  of  salaries, 
wages,  and  contingencies  for  the  year  ending 
the  81st  March,  1899. 

The  message  was  referred  to  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  subsequently. 

The  CHAiaMAN  reported  that  the  Committe* 
of  the  Whole  had  passed  a  resolution  recom- 
mending provision  to  be  made  in  accordance 
with  the  message  from  His  Excellency. 

On  the  question.  That  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,— Sir,  in  1889  the  House 
met  on  the  29th  June,  and  the  Public  Works 
Statement  was  delivered  on  the  7th  August. 
Now,  it  is  a  long  way  from  the  7th  August  yet. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — Will  you  give  th* 
Public  Works  Statement  by  that  time  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  said  it  is  impossibls 
for  me  to  say.  I  do  not  know  how  long  th*^ 
debate  will  take  on  the  Financial  Statement. 
It  is  quite  impossible  for  me  at  this  moment  to 
say  when  the  Public  Works  Statement  will  bs 
brought  down.  And  it  must  be  within  the  recol- 
lection of  honourable  members  that  in  the  last 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  of  £300,000  we  proposed 
to  transfer  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  to 
the  Public  Works  Fund  £100,000.  In  this  BiU 
there  is  £125,000.  Honourable  members  will 
see  by  the  quarterly  returns  of  the  aooonnts 
what  the  bsJance  was  for  public  works  on  ths^ 
81st  March.  If  honourable  members  pat  thes« 
two  amounts  together  they  will  see  very  well 
that  until  the  House  has  come  to  a  oonoinsion 
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9»  to  ways  and  xneaQS  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
bring  down  the  Public  Works  Statement.  Sir, 
I  think  honourable  members  might  have  a 
little  time  to  consider  this,  and  I  move.  That 
the  HouKC  adjourn  the  consideration  of  this 
resolution  till  to-morrow;  and  then  I  intend  to 
move  that  the  House  adjourn  until  half-past 
seven. 

Capsain  RUSSELL.— I  am  always  glad  to 
answer  questions  put  by  honourable  members, 
and  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  look  up  the 
facts  in  connection  with  the  Financial  State- 
ment lor  the  year  I  was  in  office.  Parliament 
met  that  year  on  the  19th  of  June,  and  the 
Financial  Statement  was  delivered  six  days 
afterwards,  namely,  the  25th  of  June.  I  think 
that  was  in  marked  contrast  with  the  conduct 
of  the  present  Government.  The  Public  Works 
Statement  was  brought  down  that  day  month, 
tile  25th  of  July,  and  the  House  did  not  rise 
until  two  months  afterwards — to  be  exact,  on 
the  17th  September. 

Mr.  FISHER.— A  month  between  the  two 
Statements. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— They  were  not  simul- 
taneous, but  I  venture  to  say  that  if  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  were  to  bring  down  the 
Financial  Statement  six  days  after  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  and  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment one  month  after  that,  there  would  be  no 
qaefttion  raised  as  to  the  conduct  of  business. 

Motion  adjourning  reference  of  resolution 
to  Committee  of  Supply  to  the  following  day 
■greed  to. 

BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  AND  BANK- 
ING  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move,  That  this  House 
adjourn  until  half-past  seven. 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — Why? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  tell  the  House  why. 
The  very  reasonable  request  made  by  me  to  ad- 
journ private  members'  business  and  bring  up 
the  Banking  Bill  has  been  refused,  and  I  find 
that  the  Standing  Orders  practically  bar  the 
way  of  my  obtcbining  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  House  upon  the  question  decided  last 
night.  I 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — What  queetion  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  question  of  reporting 
progress,  which  was  moved  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton,  and  which  he  says  was 
given  as  a  clear  instruction  that  the  Bill  should 
be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Not  the  Bill,  but  that 


Mr.  SEDDON.— Very  well;  whether  it  was 
the  clause  or  the  Bill,  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  honourable  member  and 
myself  and  other  members  of  the  Hojise.  I  say 
the  decision  to  report  progress  was  not  arrived 
at  on  that  understanding,  and  I  wish  to  test 
the  House  upon  that  question  before  1  go  on 
with  any  f  nrttier  Government  business,  and  the 
only  way  I  can  do  it  is  by  moving  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  now  until  half- past  seven. 
That  is  the  issue  I  put  to  the  House  :  Was  the 
motion  carried  last  night  on  the  understanding 
ihat  this  was  to  go  to  the    Public  Accounts 

yOL.CIL-S. 


Committee,  or  was  it  simply  a  question  of 
reporting  progress?  The  question  I  now  ask 
the  House  to  divide  upon  is,  Is  the  banking 
legislation  to  proceed  ?  Those  who  vote  now 
to  adjourn  are  voting  to  say  that  the  banking 
legislation  shall  proceed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Why  raise  the  question  this 
afternoon  ?    Go  straight  on  with  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  wish  to  know  the  position 
of  the  House  as  to  this  particular  Bill ;  that  is  all 
I  want  to  know.  I  have  said  that  as  regards 
this  particular  Bill  I  intended  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity, after  the  Bill  passed  through  Com- 
mittee, to  the  President  of  the  bank  to  appeal 
to  this  House  and  to  have  an  inquiry,  if  he 
so  desired.  The  only  question  at  the  present 
moment  is  as  to  how  we  stand.  It  is  contended 
that  the  motion  carried  last  night  meant  that 
the  BiU  was  to  stop  where  it  is  now,  and  be 
referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  simply  say  that  was  not 
the  case,  and  I  am  forced  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  to  waste  some  time  this  afternoon  to 
have  the  question  decided.  After  going  through 
the  Standing  Orders,  and  going  over  this  matter 
in  every  shape  and  form,  there  is  only  one  way 
it  can  be  done — by  the  consent  of  every  member 
to  allow  me  to  bring  up  the  Banking  Bill.  That 
has  been  refused.  I  asked  the  House  to  day  to 
allow  me  to  move  a  motion  to  get  over  that 
difficulty,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Rio- 
carton  says,  '*No,  I  will  stop  here  and  object." 
I  am  blocked  in  both  ways.  I  have  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  give  members  who  voted  last  night 
an  opportunity  of  saying  whether  or  not  they 
wish  the  Banking  Bill  to  proceed — whether  it 
shall  be  held  over  after  it  passes  through  Com- 
mittee, to  give  Mr.  Watson  or  any  other  person 
aggrieved  an  opportunity  of  coming  before  this 
House. 

Mr.  TANNER.— He  has  an  opportunity  at 
any  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Some  people  say  he  is  first 
to  know  what  will  be  done  with  him  ;  he  may 
be  satisfied,  and  is  holding  back  pending  the 
decision  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bill.  Now, 
I  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  I  do  not 
care  whether  it  is  to  half-past  five,  half  past 
four,  or  half- past  seven.  I  wish  to  submit  an 
issue  to  the  House,  to  know  from  honourable 
members  whether  they  voted  last  night  as 
asserted  by  the  honourable  member  for  Rio- 
carton.  I  have  been  assured  they  did  not ; 
he  insists  they  did ;  and  until  that  position  is 
defined  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  go  on  with 
business.  I  therefore  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House  until  half-past  seven. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).— Sir,  as  a 
point  of  order,  I  would  ask  whether  Standing 
Order  83  does  not  apply.  Ic  reads  thus  :  '*  No 
motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House  shall 
be  made  until  all  the  questions  on  the  notice- 
paper  have  been  disposed  of.  unless  by  leave  of 
the  House."  Has  not,  therefore,  the  motion 
now  proposed  by  the  Premier  to  be  by  leave  of 
the  House  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  has  been  the  invariable 
custom  in  this  House,  when  a  Ministry  meets 
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with  an  advene  vote,  to  allow  the  leader  of  the 
House  to  move  the  adjournment.  It  is  further- 
more laid  down  in  the  authorities  that  the  Pre- 
mier has  reserved  to  him  a  right,  if  he  thinks 
proper,  to  move  the  adjournment  at  any  time. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (WeUington).— The  Premier 
is  soarcely  putting  the  matter  fairly  to  the 
House.  That  vote  last  night  was  carried  by 
one.  This  is  a  private  members'  day,  and 
members  are  therefore  not  in  so  full  attendance 
as  on  Government  days.  We  are  therefore,  on 
this  side,  short  of  votes,  and  the  Premier  will 
snap  an  advantage  if  he  chooses  to  make  this 
a  test  issue,  to  clear  his  political  honour. 
What  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to  is  that  the 
explanation  last  night  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton,  on  his  motion  **  That  the 
Chairman  do  leave  the  chair,"  was  that  it  was 
to  be  a  question  of  the  position  of  Mr.  Watson, 
whether  it  was  to  be  referred  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee.  It  was  simply  upon  that 
understanding  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton  moved.    Now,  the  Premier 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Let  me  bring  up  tae  Bill. 

Mr.  DUTHIE. >-The  Premier  says  the  Com- 
mittee did  not  understand  it,  and  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  Committee  last  night  was  got  with- 
out knowledge  of  the  position.  It  was  a  fairly 
full  House.  The  Premier  himself  made  an  extra 
speech  to  explain  the  issue  as  I  have  stated  it, 
and  cautioned  members  not  to  be  carried  away 
by  a  desire  to  get  to  their  homes — that  if  they 
passed  some  small  clause,  afterwards  he  would 
adjourn  the  House.  Well,  Sir,  the  House,  which 
I  think  was  as  full  a  House  as  at  the  present 
moment,  heard  the  explanation  of  the  Premier. 
Ten  minutes  before  that  the  Whips  had  been 
sent  round ;  the  whole  party  was  warned,  and 
ro  surprise  was  sprung  upon  the  House,  and 
there  can  be  no  mistake  the  members  had  full 
knowledge  of  the  motion  last  night  when  it 
divided  upon  it.  The  Premier  knows  that  quite 
well.  The  Premier  is  wincing  under  a  small 
defeat,  and  his  pride  carries  him  away,  and  he 
is  trying  by  these  manoeuvres  to  get  that  deci- 
sion cancelled. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  only  want  a  straight  issue 
put  to  the  House. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— The  Premier,  in  the  absence 
of  a  few  of  our  members,  seeks  a  catch- vote. 
All  the  Bame,  the  Committee  passed  that 
motion  in  a  full  knowledge  of  it. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui).  — Nobody  mis- 
understood the  position  last  night.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Riccarton  made  it  perfectly 
clear.  Time  after  time  he  stated  what  the  object 
of  his  motion  was — that  it  was  with  a  view  of 
enabling  the  Bill  to  be  referred  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee :  just  as  honourable  mem- 
bers time  after  time  in  Committee  of  Supply 
move  that  £1  be  taken  off  certain  votes  with 
the  view  of  showing  their  disapproval  thereof. 
And  the  Premier  took  occasion  once  or  twice 
to  state  the  position  to  the  Committee,  and 
appealed  to  them,  and  assured  them  that  if 
they  voted  against  Mr.  Rolleston*s  motion  he 
would  himself  move  to  report  progress  directly, 
80  that  they  would  not  lose  the  chance  of  going 
home  early. 

Mr.  8peak0r 


Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin).— Sir» 
It  is  a  well-known  saying  that  history  repeats 
itself,  but  probably  few  honourable  members 
knew  how  soon  it  would  repeat  itself  on  this 
occasion.  Here  we  are  doing  just  now  precisely 
what  we  did  last  night.  It  is  exactly  the  same 
motion.  Now  it  is  in  the  House  :  last  night  it 
was  in  Committee.  The  Premier  has  just  told 
us  that  those  who  vote  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House  now  vote  for  the  promotion  of  the 
Banking  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Banking  legislation. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— WeU.  banking 
legislation.  It  is  an  odd  thing  we  can  promote 
legislation  by  adjourning  when  we  ought  to  be 
sitting.  But,  setting  that  aside,  the  motion  he 
puts  to-day  is  precisely  the  same  as  last  night. 
If  we  vote  now  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  we  vote  for  promoting  banking  legis- 
lation. Last  night  if  we  voted  for  reporting 
progress  we  voted  for  placing  the  banking 
legislation  before  a  Committee.  I  am  quite 
satisfied  the  Committee  last  night  understood 
that  to  be  the  understanding;  because,  al- 
though a  little  before  that  the  Premier  stated 
he  would  not  consent  to  send  the  Bill  to  a 
Committee,  nevertheless,  towards  the  last,  when 
the  motion  for  reporting  progress  was  put — 
I  was  in  the  House  at  the  time — the  Premier, 
apparently  doubtful  about  the  result  of  the 
pending  division,  got  up,  and,  addressing,  as  I 
thought,  mostly  his  own  followers,  said:  '*! 
wish  it  to  be  understood,  as  some  of  you  may 
be  anxious  to  go  home,  and  may  be  inclined  to 
vote  for  the  motion  on  that  account,  that  if 
you  do  you  will  be  voting  that  this  clause  of 
the  Bill  goes  before  the  Committee." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No.  I  said,  no  matteriwhat 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  was  I  would  not  refer  it  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— It  is  not  foe 
me  to  say  what  the  Premier  meant.  I  dis- 
tinctly heard  him  say  that.  To-day  we  come 
here,  and  the  understanding  is  repudiated. 
Now,  if  we  vote  to  adjourn  the  House  in  order 
that  something  else  may  happen,  we  may 
have  that  understanding  repudiated  also.    I 

n  QQ  do  not  see  what  object  is  to  be  gained 
by  adjourning  the  House  until  half- 
past  seven  in  order  to  decide  what  has  been 
called  a  straight  issue.  Let  me  put  this  to  the 
House:  Supposing  the  Premier  had  won  the 
division  last  night  to  report  progress,  whal 
would  he  have  said  then?  He  would  have 
come  down  to  the  House  to-day  and  said, 
*'  Now,  the  question  of  this  matter  going  be- 
fore a  Committee  has  been  settled  in  the  nega- 
tive by  the  division  last  night."  That  is  what 
he  would  have  said ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  am 
utterly  unable  to  see  why  we  should  adjourn 
the  House  now.  If  he  wants  a  straight  issue 
now,  the  reason  why  he  wants  it  is  obviooa 
enough.  He  says,  **  I  lost  the  vote  last  night 
by  a  snatch-division.  I  am  not  going  to  be 
bound  by  that  division.  Now  I  have  got  a 
majority  present,  and  I  want  to  take  the  vote 
over  again."  There  is  no  finality  in  that, 
and  I  think  we  should  not  allow  the  House 
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io  b«  adjoamed  on  a  flimsy  pretext  of  the 
kind. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Wellington  Suburbs).— Sir,  I 
am  not  sorry  this  question  has  come  up  this 
afternoon.  It  enables  me,  Sir,  to  explain  that 
the  vote  I  gave  last  night  was  given  under  a 
misapprehension.  I  may  say  that  as  early  as 
a  quarter  to  three  this  morning  I  was  not  aware 
that  the  motion  to  report  progress  for  which  I 
voted  carried  with  it  a  direction  that  the  Bank- 
ing Bill  should  be  referred  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee.  The  position  is  this, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned :  I  remained  in  the 
chamber  until  11.15  p.m.  last  night  following 
a  very  wearisome  and,  I  thought,  rather  profit- 
less debate.  I  may  say  I  am  against  the  main 
principles  of  the  Bill,  and  I  would  vote  to  kill 
It  straight  away  if  I  had  my  way.  That, 
unfortunately,  now  appears  to  be  impossible. 
However,  at  11.15  p.m.  I  left  the  chamber,  as  I 
bad  some  important  journalistic  work  to  do. 
I  proceeded  into  the  library  and  shut  myself 
up  there  for  a  couple  of  hours— I  am  not  sure 
that  it  was  a  wrong  thing  to  do,  but  when  I  left 
the  chamber  I  had  no  idea  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bolleston  was  to  move  this  motion.  When  I 
came  in  at  the  very  last  minute — no  doubt  it 
was  veiy  culpable  to  neglect  my  parliamentary 
duties  in  favour  of  private  work,  but  there  is 
liardly  a  member  of  this  House  who  has  his 
living  to  make  but  does  it— and  when  the  motion 
to  report  progress  was  made  from  the  Chair  I 
immediately  imagined  it  was  the  ordinarymotion 
to  report  progress  to  let  us  get  away  home.  I 
was  in  favour  of  getting  away  home  at  that  time, 
and  I  never  thought  there  was  any  reservation 
as  to  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Committee  at  all. 
I  had  no  idea  my  vote  would  be  taken  to  con- 
firm the  theory  set  up  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolles- 
ton  that  he  was  testing  the  opinion  of  the  House 
as  to  whether  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee.  This  is  a  per- 
fectly honest  and  sincere  explanation.  I  may 
say  this :  I  was  not  interviewed  by  the  Premier, 
the  Whips,  or  by  any  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment party  in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  was 
the  first  to  mention  the  affair  to  the  Premier 
this  morning.  How  I  found  out  the  position 
was  in  this  way :  On  my  way  home  I  called 
in  at  the  New  Zealand  Times  office,  and  I 
happened  to  see  a  report  of  the  earlier  part  of 
the  debate,  and  I  then  saw  that  I  had  done 
^hat  I  did  not  wish  to  do— -that  was,  I  had 
given  a  vote  in  favour  of  the  Bill  being  referred 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee ;  whereas  I 
thought  I  was  merely  voting  to  report  progress. 
This  is,  I  think,  a  very  simple  explanation  ;  at 
any  rate,  it  is  a  very  honest  explanation,  and  I 
know  there  is  more  than  one  other  member  in 
the  same  position  as  myself.  My  idea  when  I 
gave  that  vote  was  that  I  was  giving  it  for  the 
simple  purpose  of  letting  us  get  away  home  at 
a  nUher  early  hour  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  J.  flUTOHESON  (Wellington  City).— 
Sir,  as  one  of  the  members  who  voted  for  the 
motion  to  report  progress,  I  would  like  to  lay 
before  the  House  my  understanding  of  the 
poiitton.  I  believe  1  heard  you,  Sir,  agree 
with  the  Hon.  the  Premier  that  he  only  could 


agree  to  submit  the  Bill  to  the  consideration  of 
a  Committee — that  is,  both  yourself  and  the 
Premier  concurred  on  that  point.  Later  on,  I 
heard  the  Premier  say  he  waq  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  and  that  he  would  not  allow  anybody  else 
in  the  House  to  take  charge  of  it  from  him. 
Now,  it  is  quite  true,  as  has  been  said,  that  the 
Premier  did  urge  members  to  vote  with  him  to 
resist  the  motion  to  report  progress.  It  was 
also  true  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton  did  lay  down  certain  premisses,  but 
I  certainly  did  not  recognise  his  right  or  autho- 
rity to  do  so  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  the 
Premier  held  the  position,  and  would  be  in 
the  position  to  say,  practically,  **  You  can  do 
what  you  like,  but  still  I  am  not  bound  by 
any  resolution  of  the  House  **;  and  I  never 
dreamt  for  one  moment  that  I  was  voting 
that  this  Bill  should  be  remitted  to  a  Select 
Committee.  Now,  what  was  it  I  voted  for? 
To  gain  time,  and  consistently  to  bear  out 
the  point  I  advocat<!d  on  clause  6— that,  if 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Watson  was  at  all  to  be 
considered,  it  must,  in  my  opinion,  be  before 
we  dealt  with  clause  6 ;  and  it  was  neither 
in  my  anxiety  to  knock  off  at  an  early  hour  in 
order  to  get  to  bed,  nor  yet  to  assist  in  remit- 
ting this  Bill  to  a  Committee,  nor  yet  to  run 
contrary,  out  of  pure  "  cussedness,"  to  the  Pre- 
mier, but  only  to  carry  out  my  contention  and 
gain  time,  so  that  if  the  House  thought  fit  to 
give  Mr.  Watson  an  opportunity  of  being  heard, 
that  it  must  be  necessarily  before  the  House 
finally  dealt  with  clause  6.  I  may  be  altogether 
wrong,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  that  is  why  I  followed 
the  Hon.  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  into  the 
"  Ayes  "  lobby  to  report  progress.  Now,  I  do  not 
like  these  left-handed  issues  at  all,  and  I  do 
not  like  anybody  to  say,  **  If  you  do  not  be- 
lieve what  I  tell  you  is  true,  I  will  prove  it  by 
something  altogether  foreign  to  the  subject." 
I  do  not  like  the  issue  the  Premier  is  going  to 
give  us,  in  so  far  as  it  may  be  held  to  commit 
me  to  a  certain  line  of  action.  I  want  a  direct 
issue,  and  if  the  Hon.  the  Premier  puts  the 
present  issue  to  the  House  I  shall  have  to  go 
out  of  the  House.  I  shall  not  vote  on  these 
left-handed  issues  any  more. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  (Motueka).— Sir,  I  think 
it  is  almost  useless  to  move  this  motion,  be- 
cause, so  far  as  I  can  judge,  this  matter  will 
adjourn  itself  at  half-past  five  o'clock.  It  will 
be  tsJked  out.  Those  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite  are  doing  exactly  what  they  did  last 
night,  and  what  they  have  done  on  many  occa- 
sions before— they  are  putting  in  time.  In 
reply  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie),  that  the  Government  Whips 
went  round  last  night  in  regard  to  this  motion, 
I  can  assure  him  that  he  is  entirely  mistaken. 
I  was  sitting  in  the  library  when  the  division 
bell  rang,  and,  being  opposed  to  many  clauses  in 
this  Bill,  I  was  quite  indifferent  how  the  divi- 
sion to  report  progress  went,  and  consequently 
I  did  not  come  into  lihe  chamber  to  vote.  No 
Government  Whip  came  there.  If  I  had  en- 
tered the  chamber  the  probability  is  that  I 
would  have  voted  with  the  Government,  and  so 
defeated  the  motion.    Therefore,  that  is  a  oom- 
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pleto  roply  to  the  acoueation  of  the  honourfrble 
member  for  Wellington  City  that  the  Whips 
went  round  and  the  party  was  whipped  up  for 
this  division.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  were 
not ;  because  three  or  four  other  members, 
besides  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton Suburbs  and  myself,  were  writing  there. 
The  honourable  member  for  Waitaki  (Major 
Steward)  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Rangitikei  (Mr.  Stevens)  were  there.  Major 
Steward  and  Mr.  Stevens  came  in  to  vote,  and 
I  stayed  in  the  library.  If  I  had  gone  in  with 
them  no  doubt  there  would  have  been  a  different 
issue. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  (Marsden).— Sir,  I  am 
not  going  to  make  any  apology  for  the  way 
I  voted  last  night.  I  stated,  when  speaking 
in  Committee,  that  I  was  prepared  to  sup- 
port clause  6,  but  that  I  considered  it  was 
only  right  that  Mr.  Watson  should  be  heard 
before  the  Bill  was  passed,  and  that  was  what 
influenced  me  in  voting  to  report  progress. 
Now  that  the  Premier  has  stated  he  would  be 
prepared  to  give  Mr.  Watson  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard  before  a  Committee  of  the 
House 

Hon.  Members. — No,  no. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  understood  him  to 
say  so ;  that  was  my  impression — that  he  was 
prepared  to  give  any  person  an  opportunity  of 
being  beard  before  the  Bill  was  passed.  That 
gets  rid  of  my  objection.  I  may  say  at  once  I 
intend  voting  for  clause  6 ;  I  intend  voting  to 
dippense  with  Mr.  Watson's  services,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  hold  Mr.  Watson  should  be  heard 
before  a  Committee  of  this  House  before  the 
Bill  is  passed. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  (Auckland).— Sir,  I  shall 
vote  in  the  same  direction  as  the  last  two 
speakers,  and  with  all  my  effort  I  shall  oppose 
a  special  Committee  being  set  up  if  an  inquiry 
is  to  be  held.  We  know  the  special  Committee 
on  the  banking  inquiry  on  the  former  occasion 
was  the  greatest  farce  ever  enacted.  The 
honourable  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  in 
his  usual  manner.  Sir,  interrupts  with  that 
very  pleasant  smile  of  his.  But,  Sir,  there  is  no 
man  in  this  House  who  knows  better  than  he 
does  that  it  was  a  perfect  farce — that  it  was 
offensive  to  every  honest- thinking  man  in  this 
House.  It  was  absolutely  offensive  to  have  to 
swallow  that  report. 

An  Hon,  Membbb. — Are  you  referring  to  me  ? 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— So  keen  is  the  sensi- 
bility that  even  the  members  of  the  Committee 
cannot  sit  still  under  the  pinch  of  having  the 
matter  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee. I  would  be  quite  willing  that  Mr. 
Watson  should  be  heard  on  any  terms.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  vottj  for  ihe  6tb  clause  as  it 
stands — that  Mr.  Watson  shall  be  offered  the 
alternative  of  a  year's  salary  or  his  remedy  in 
one  of  our  law-courts.  It  seems  to  me  that  is 
the  right  thing  to  do.  But,  Sir,  I  think  it  is 
the  greatest  farce  that  this  House  could  pos- 
sibly be  asked  to  enact,  to  say  that  we  should 
adjourn  this  afternoon— for  what?  In  order 
that  we  might  sit  here  until  four  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning  to  do  the  business  we  ought 
Mr,  R,  McK§nMie 


to  do  now.  It  was  painful  to  me  to  hear- 
that  the  Premier  was  allowed  to  move  & 
motion  contrary  to  the  Standing  Orders.  *  Sir^ 
it  is  my  opinion  that  there  is  great  danger 
in  such  power  being  placed  in  his  bands,  or 
that  more  power  should  be  placed  in  his  hands 
than  in  the  hands  of  other  members  of  thia 
House,  and  he  has  no  more  right  to  it  than  I 
have.  An  honourable  member  says  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  do  not  apply  to  the  Premier.  Well, 
I  think  it  is  quite  time  that  they  should.  I 
think  he  is  more  under  the  necessity  of  beiog 
regulated  by  the  Standing  Orders  than  most  of 
us.  However,  Sir,  last  night,  when  I  voted,  I 
voted  exactly  on  the  same  lines  as  I  shall  do- 
ne w.  It  seemed  to  me  that  we  had  gone  as 
far  as  we  could  go,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  am  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  matter 
on  the  lines  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  (Nelson).— I  am  a  little  sorry 
that  my  smile  should  have  disconcerted  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
on  that  side  of  the  House.  If  I  did  smile,  I 
assure  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
City  (Mr.  Crowther)  I  had  no  desire  to  hurt  his 
feelings  by  doing  so.  But  I  am  not  quite  sure, 
really,  whether  X  smiled  at  what  he  said  or 
not.  I  desire,  however,  to  point  out  the  extra- 
ordinary inconsistency  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, when  he  got  up  and  said  his  opinions 
were  the  same  as  those  expressed  by  the  twa 
honourable  members  who  had  spoken  immedi- 
ately before  him,  and  he  went  on  to  indorse 
the  statement  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  immediately  preceded  him— the  honour- 
able member  for  Marsden — who  had  said  he 
was  in^favour  of  clause  6  of  the  Bill  before  the 
House,  which  provides  that  the  President  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  should  be  removed 
from  office.  Then,  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  proceeded  to  attack  the 
Banking  Committee,  stigmatizing  it  as  as  an 
absolute  farce.  He  was  not  a  member  of  that 
Committee;  he  was  strongly  opposed  to  the 
Committee,  and  he  was  seldom  present  at  its- 
proceedings,  yet  he  takes  upon  himself  to  cha- 
racterize it  as  having  been  a  farce.  He  strongly 
indorsed  the  statement  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden,  who  said  the  President  should 
be  removed  from  the  bank,  and  yet  he  cha- 
racterizes the  Committee  as  an  absolute  farce 
when  one  of  the  strongest  recommendations  of 
that  Committee,  as  a  result  of  the  inquiry,  was 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  success  of  the 
bank  and  to  inspire  confidence  that  important 
alterations  in  the  management  should  be  made,, 
and  they  recommended  that  the  number  of 
directors  should  be  increased,  a  new  General 
Manager  appointed,  and  the  office  of  President 
abolished.  How,  then,  I  should  like  to  know, 
can  the  honourable  gentleman  reconcile  the 
statement  that  he  is  strongly  in  favour  of  what 
the  Committee  recommended  should  be  carried 
out,  with  his  assertion  that  the  Banking  Com- 
mittee was  an  absolute  farce  ?  Sir,  I  was  also 
grieved  when  I  heard  the  remarks  in  the 
Committee  last  night,  where  I  was  called 
upon  to  defend  myself  against  an  altogether 
unprovoked  attack  made  by  the  honourabU* 
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member  for  Chris toharoh  City  (Mr.  Taylor) 
upon  the  members  who  composed  the  Banking 
<}ommittee.  His  assertions  were  inoorreot, 
painfol,  and  absolutely  unjustifiable.  The 
Lonourable  member  for  Ghristohurch  City 
says  that  he  never  makes  any  statement  in 
this  House  without  due  consideration  and  due 
deliberation ;  yet,  without  the  slightest  con- 
sideration or  provocation,  he  proceeded  to 
attack  me  in  reference  to  my  position  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Banking  Committee.  It  is  an  ob- 
jectionable habit  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  aoquired.  He  was  not  a  member  of  the 
House,  or  of  that  Committee,  nor  did  he  know 
from  personal  knowledge  anything  about  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee,  yet  he  makes 
reckless  statements  before  the  House  which 
are  absolutely  and  entirely  incorrect ;  and  I 
say  bis  attacks  upon  members  of  the  House 
who  were  members  of  that  Committee  is  evi- 
dence, to  say  the  least,  of  exceedingly  bad 
taste  on  his  part.  But,  Sir,  I  rose  chiefly  to 
point  out  the  great  inconsistency  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Crowther) 
when  he  said  that  the  whole  thing  was  a  farce, 
while  he  approves  of  a  leading  principle  of  the 
Bill  which  gives  effect  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Banking  Committee  as  the  result  of  its 
deliberations — namely,  that  Mr.  Watson  should 
be  removed  from  the  position  of  President,  a 
procedure  the  honourable  member  distinctly 
says  he  is  absolutely  and  entirely  in  favour  of. 
Therefore  by  his  words  in  this  House  to-day 
he  contradicts  himself,  because  he  is  in  favour 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  Banking  Com- 
mittee on  that  occasion,  and  -he  has  said  he 
approves  of  the  legislation  which  is  now  intro- 
duced to  give  effect  to  it. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— What  was  the  reason  the 
Committee  recommended  the  dismissal  of  the 
Prf  sidcnt  ? 

Mr.  QRAHAM.— Has  the  honourable  mem- 
ber read  the  Banking  Committee's  report  and 
minutes  of  evidence  ? 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington).— I  think  some 
honourable  members  are  too  young  to  hn  in 
politics.  The  explanations  this  afternoon 
amuse  me  extremely.  Now,  last  night  the 
plain  issue  was  the  question  of  the  strength  of 
parties. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
or  the  •*  fowler  "  in  the  person  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Riecarton,  skilfully  set  his  snare  and 
the  young  birds  came  in.  Take  the  older  birds. 
Take  my  colleague,  Mr.  Duthie — did  he  under- 
stand how  he  was  .voting  ?  Did  I  understand 
how  I  was  voting  ?  Certainly  I  did.  He  voted 
ion  his  party,  and  I  voted  for  mine.  There 
was  no  qaestion  about  it.  It  was  a  straight- 
oat  issue.  And  now  let  me  prove  how  the  fate 
of  a  Ministry  might  be  affected  by  such  a  vote 
as  the  one  taken  last  night.  About  the  year 
1890  Sir  Henry  Parkes  went  out  of  offioe 
on  a  motion  '  carried  against  him  to  report 
progress.  He  went  out  of  office  because 
ne  found  that  he  was  weakening  in  the 
House;  bat  is  it  to  be  said  that,  on  such  a 
'Catoh-vote  at  that  of  last  night,  this  party 


is  weakening  in  this  House  or  the  country? 
Certainly  noc.  It  is  quite  evident  that  many 
members  voted  under  a  misapprehension,  and 
it  was  evident  to  my  mind  when  the  vote  was 
taken — and  I  listened  carefully  to  the  whole 
discussion  right  through — that  it  was  not  a 
vote  to  report  progress  as  an  indication  that 
the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  the  Publio 
Accounts  Committee.  I  say,  as  one  of  the 
members  who  sat  in  this  House  the  whole 
night,  and  listened  to  the  whole  debate,  that 
that  was  not  the  intention  in  carrying  this 
motion  to  report  progress.  I  may  say  there 
were  members — and  this  is  proved  by  the 
explanations  given  this  afternoon — who  voted 
contrary  to  the  way  they  felt.  There  ought  to 
be  a  reconsideration  of  the  whole  question, 
and  the  Qovernment,  therefore,  are  justified  in 
asking  the  House  to  reconsider  the  matter. 
.  Mr.  KELLY  (Invercargill).— Sir,  as  one  who 
voted  early  this  morning  m  favour  of  the 
motion  to  report  progress,  I  did  so  distinctly 
upon  the  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  taken 
as  a  tent — as  to  whether  this  question  was  to  be 
referred  to  the  Public  Aocoants  Committee  or 
not,  and  that  Mr.  Watson,  if  the  motion  was 
carried,  should  have  an  opportunity  of  defend-- 
ing  himself  before  that  Committee.  That  was 
the  explicit  understanding  on  which  I  gave  my 
vote,  and  I  certainly  decline  to  be  a  party  to 
reversing  that  decision  to-day  upon  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Committee.  No  one  can  accuse  me 
of  seeking  to  defend  Mr.  Watson  in  any  way, 
as  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  see  that  gentle- 
man removed  from  his  position.  But,  havin(( 
been  attacked  in  this  House  again  and  again,  I 
say  it  is  only  British  fair-play  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  defending  himself  against  the 
charges  made  on  the  floor  of  this  House  by 
several  members.  I  shall  certainly  give  my 
vote  this  afternoon  the  same  as  I  did  last 
night. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (EUesmere).— I  voted 
last  night  for  the  motion  to  report  progress,  and 
I  did  so  on  these  grounds :  First,  because  it  was 
so  late  at  night ;  and,  secondly,  I  was  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Watson  being  given  an  opportunity  of  be- 
ing heard.  I  did  not  understand  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  refer  Mr.  Watson's  case  to  the  Puhlio 
Accounts  Committee.  I  only  understood  that 
the  motion  was  moved  with  the  view  of  the 
House  expressing  an  opinion  on  the  subject 
whether  Mr.  Watson  should  be  heard  in  his  de- 
fence or  not.  In  fact,  I  thought,  when  speak- 
ing on  the  subject,  that  a  petition  to  the  Publio 
Petitions  Committee  would  be  the  most  advis- 
able course  for  him  to  take.  As  to  this  motion 
moved  to-day,  I  fail  to  understand  why  it  ha^ 
been  moved.  I  am  in  favour  of  accepting  the 
Premier's  proposal  to  go  on  with  the  committal 
of  the  Bill  and  pass  clause  6,  as  we  have  passed 
it  for  two  years  running,  without  a  division, 
and  there  is  nothing  new  since  that.  I  am  in 
favour  of  passing  the  Bill  through  Committee, 
and  then  of  giving  a  separate  opportunity 
between  the  Committee  stage  and  the  third 
reading  for  Mr.  Watson  to  be  heard  in  his 
defence.  I  think  that  is  a  fair  compromise  of 
the  matter ;  but  I  fail  to  see  why  we  should  block 
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the  bosinesa  of  the  House  to-day  by  this  motion 
for  adjoamment.  Like  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutcheson),  I  do  not 
like  these  left-handed  motions  at  all,  by  which 
it  can  be  said,  if  one  'votes  for  the  adjournment 
to-day,  one  votes  to  go  on  with  the  Bill ;  and  if 
one  votes  against  the  adjournment  to-day,  one 
votes  against  hearing  Mr.  Watson.  That  is 
the  sort  of  thing  that  will  be  said.  I,  for  my 
part,  accept  no  reservation  in  this  motion. 
This  is  a  motion  to  adjourn  the  House  simply 
as  it  stands,  and  I  do  not  see  why  we  should 
waste  time  on  private  members*  days  by  dis- 
cussing the  adjournment  of  the  House.  I  am 
Suite  in  favour  of  going  on  with  the  Banking 
;ill.  I  would  like  to  see  the  Banking  Bill 
proceeded  with ;  but  why  we  should  waste  time 
by  adjourning  the  House  this  afternoon  i4  con- 
nection with  this  banking  question  I  fail  to 
see.  I  think  the  prober  time  to  bring  on  a  test 
question  is  not  on  private  members*  days,  but 
on  the  next  opportunity  the  Premier  has  of 
bringing  on  the  Banking  Bill.  I  sheJl  there- 
fore vote  against  the  adjournznent. 

Mr.  SLIQO  (Dunedin).-— I  should  not  have 
risen  at  all  were  it  not  for  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher).  I  may  be  regarded  as  a  very  young 
member  and  a  very  young  politician,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  held  as  being  so  entirelv  green 
as  to  be  saddled  with  the  responsibility  of 
having  cast  a  vote  the  purport  of  which  I  did 
not  understand.  I  understood  it  perfectly.  I 
understood  it  plainly  to  mean  chat  it  was  a 
motion  involving  reference  of  the  President's 
position  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 
It  was  stated  so  in  veiy  plain  language  time 
and  again.  The  Premier  even  made  it  per- 
fectly plain  himself  before  the  division  was 
taken,  by  rising  and  pleading  with  the  members 
that  they  ought  not  to  vote  for  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton  at  all,  but 
to  pass  a  very  little  clause  in  the  Bill  and  he 
would  then  himself  move  to  report  progress. 
I  do  not  quite  see  how  there  could  be  any 
misunderstanding;  and  I  think,  though  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher)  may  have  been  present  all  the  time,  he 
must  have  listened  with  somewhat  deaf  ears. 
I  do  not  understand  why  business  should  be 
delayed  this  afternoon  on  the  motion  proposed 
by  the  Premier,  and  I  think— though  he  pro- 
bably knows  more  about  this  himself  than  I  do, 
I  dare  say — it  is  very  undesirable,  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  gratifying  his  pride,  or  something 
of  that  sort,  that  so  much  time  should  be 
wasted.  At  last  night's  sitting  I  voted  not  so 
much  on  account  of  the  motion  then  before  the 
Conmiittee  as  on  account  of  the  fact  that  I 
have  now  resolved  to  vote  against  this  Bill 
right  through,  having  made  up  my  mind  that 
it  is  almost  entirely  a  political  Bill,  and  not  a 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Bill  at  all. 
.  Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands).--! 
wish  to  say  two  or  three  words  in  order  to 
explain  to  the  honourable  member  who  has 
just  sat  down  why  it  is  necessary  to  take  the 
division  we  want  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
question  is  this :  There  are  a  number  of  members 
Mr.  MofUgomery 


in  the  House  this  afternoon  who  were  present- 
this  morning,  and  who  say  they  misunderstood 
the  vote  they  gave  this  morning.  Now,  there 
is  no  use  in  blinking  the  fact,  the  question  is 
whether  the  honourable  member  for  Biccartou . 
or  the  Premier  is  to  manage  this  House.  If 
the  Premier  cannot  conduct  the  business  of 
this  House,  then  it  is  time  the  Government 
should  know,  and  the  honourable  member 
opposite  can  come  over  here  and  conduct  the 
business.  That  is  the  question  we  have  to 
decide. 

Mr.  PIBANI.-Is  the  Banking  Bill  a  party 
question  ? 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
voice  of  the  honourable  member  for  Palmers- 
ton  once  more  in  the  House.  The  other  side 
of  the  House  are  making  it  a  party  question. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  that. 
They  are  making  a  party  question  of  it ;  and  let 
me  tell  honourable  members  still  further  that  > 
the  gentlemen  opposite  are  against  this  Bill 
altogether.  There  are  a  number  of  gentlemen . 
on  this  side  who  are  in  favour  of  it,  and  the 
Opposition  are  making  use  of  them.  That  is 
the  point.  If  the  Premier  cannot  conduct  th» 
business  of  the  House  and  carry  through  his 
own  Bill  it  is  time  the  House  told  him  so  cmd 
let  the  Government  know  the  position. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston).— The  speech  of 
the  Minister  of  Lands  is  plain  enough  to  those 
who  can  see  beneath  the  surface.  He  is  trying 
to  harden  up  his  party  to  push  this  Banking 
Bill  through.  Nobody  knows  better  than  thfr 
Minister  himself  that  the  Premier  is  not 
sincere,  and  does  not  want  to  pass  the  Banking . 
Bill — that  the  Premier  is  just  as  much  opposed 
to  it 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Sir.  Is  it  not  against  the  Standing  Orders  for 
a  member  to  accuse  another  member  of  want  of 
sincerity  ?  I  simply  say  the  honourable  mem- 
ber must  take  my  statement  that  I  earnestly 
desire  this  Bill  to  be  passed,  and  banking 
legislation  to  be  passed,  by  this  House,  and  •■ 
1  am  glad  the  honourable  member  has  given 
me  the  opportunity  now  of  personally  denying 
the  charge  that  on  several  occasions  has  been 
levelled  against  me. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston  has  transgressed 
any  matter  of  order  or  practice  in  the  remarks 
he  made,  as  honourable  members  are  at  liberty 
to  put  such  interpretation  on  the  speeches 
delivered  in  this  House  as  they  think  such 
speeches  are  open  to.  But,  as  the  Premier 
has  expressed  his  earnest  desjre  to  have  this 
Bill  passed,  the  statement  that  he  is  not  sin- 
cere about  the  measure  cannot  be  repeated. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Sir,  no  one  sooner  than  my- 
self would  accept  the  Premier's  statement 
in  full  that  he  is  always  sincere.  In  fact,  I 
think  anybody  who  would  oast  any  doubt  on 
the  Premier's  sincerity,  or  even  on  his  veracity, 
would  be  straining  parliamentary  etiquette  ta 
a  very  great  extent.  But,  Sir,  it  is  not  the 
Premier  I  was  aiming  at  at  all.  I  was  try- 
ing to  point  out  the  attempt  of  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  draw  the  red -^herring « 
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ol  pttrty  aorosB  the  soent;  and  the  odour 
w«a  Tery  plain,  if  his  words  were  not. 
But  what  was  the  position  last  night  ?  What 
about  those  innocent  young  members  who 
did  not  know  the  object  of  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Bicoarton?  Why, 
the  Premier  got  up,  and,  in  his  most  dulcet 
tones,  informed  the  young  members— not  the 
old  members,  mind  vou — that  they  should  not 
misonderstand  the  object  of  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Riccarton ;  and  he  told 
them  that  if  they  voted  for  Mr.  Rolleston's 
motion  they  were  voting  for  Mr.  Watson  to  be 
heard.  And  he  asked  those  innocent  young 
members — I  suppose  he  must  have  meant  the 
"  left  wing  '*— to  vote  against  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Bicoarton,  and 
then  he  would  pass  just  one  little  subclause — 
at  which  most  of  the  members  of  the  House 
laughed  oonsumedly,  because  that  was  the 
▼exy  clause  in  reference  to  the  President — and 
then  he  would  propose  a  motion  to  report 
progress,  for  which  these  innocent  young 
members  could  vote  without  committing  tbem- 
■elves  to  the  motion  of  the  Opposition.  That 
eizplanation  was  very  plain  and  very  clear,  and 
I  ao  not  think  any  one  would  accuse  the  Pre- 
mier  of  not  expressing  his  meaning  plainly 
any  more  than  they  would  aocose  him  of  want 
of  sincerity ;  and  having  made  bis  meaning  as 
olear  ae  that,  surely  these  young  and  innocent 
members  of  the  House  must  have  been  either 
vary  dull  of  oomprehension  or  very  dull  of  bear- 
ing if  they  went  ihto  the  lobby  and  voted  in 
fakvour  of  the  motion  to  report  progress  when 
all  the  time  they  wanted  the  very  opposite. 
But  it  is  very  plain.  An  interval  has  taken 
place  between  the  time  of  the  motion  being 
carried  and  the  sitting  of  the  House,  and  we 
know — although  I  have  been  a  few  weeks  away 
from  the  House  I  have  not  forgotten  a  few  of  the 
old  dodges — we  know  that  just  before  the  motion 
was  put  the  senior  Whip  was  actively  canvass- 
ing those  members  who  were  supposed  not  to 
be  **  sound  on  the  goose,"  and  the  very  mem- 
bers— or  some  of  them — whose  intentions  have 
been  so  misoonstrued  were  the  ones  who  were 
canvassed  in  that  way  by  the  senior  Govern- 
M  Q  ment  Whip.  And  does  anybody  mean 
to  tell  me  that  the  senior  Qovemment 
Whip  is  not  able  to  put  the  intentions  of  the 
Qovemment  plainly  oefore  the  members  he 
oanvasaes  in  regard  to  their  intentions  ?  Why, 
the  Premier  himself  would  be  the  first  to  repu- 
diate such  an  insinuation;  and  he  knows  just 
as  well  as  I  do  that  it  was  not  the  ideas  of 
members  at  the  time  that  have  been  mis- 
oonstrued, but  it  was  what  has  taken  place 
in  the  intervaL  Now,  the  point  at  issue 
was  a  ^vry  much  greater  one  than  that 
simplv  of  hearing  Mr.  Watson  in  regard  to 
this  Bill.  The  point  at  issue  was  this:  The 
principle  was  laid  down  in  the  Bill  that  a 
man's  private  interests  oould  be  attacked— that 
a  man^s  position  could  be  taken  away  without 
his  being  heard  in  his  own  defence,  and  the 
qneation  that  was  tested  was  whether  that  was 
a  manly  method  of  dealing  with  any  man. 
TbtB  HooM  nndoiibtedly  Toted  on  that  question, 


and  decided,  by  a  bare  majority  truly,  that  it 
was  not  a  manly  method,  and  that  any  man 
who  was  attacked  in  that  way  ought  to  be 
heard  in  his  own  defence.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  pity  that  the  Premier  has  resorted  to  what 
he  used  to  do  in  former  sessions — wasting 
private  members'  days  without  gaining  any> 
thing  by  it — and  I  trust  that  the  House  may^ 
as  they  probably  will,  negative  his  motion  for 
adjournment,  and  proceed  with  the  legitimate- 
business  of  the  day. 

Mr.  WASON  (Selwyn).— I  do  not  know  what 
object  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  can  have 
had  in  getting  up  this  debate  at  this  period  of. 
the  day,  and  on  a  day  when  honourable  mem- 
bers are  naturally  anxious  to  get  on  with  busi- 
ness that  is  probably  most  important  to  them, 
and  which  I  feel  sure  they  should  be  entitled 
to  do.  I  believe,  myself.  Sir,  that  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  has  repented  of  what  he  has 
already  done.  I  think  he  has  repented  because 
he  has  not  given  the  House  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  this  Bill,  as  he  should  have  done,  by 
moving  a  motion  for  its  second  reading,  and 
thereby  allowing  a  fair  and  free  discussion  to- 
take  place  upon  the  Bill,  and  of  all  the  clauses 
in  it ;  in  fact,  such  a  fair  second-reading  debate 
as  we  should  have  had.  All  the  trouble  over 
this  Banking  Bill  has  arisen  through  the  reso- 
lution passed  last  year  carrying  forward  all 
discarded  Bills  from  the  stage  at  which  they 
were  left  last  session.  We  have  had  no  dis- 
cussion, therefore,  upon  this  Bill  this  session,, 
and  the  consequence  has  been  an  enormous 
waste  of  time.  Night  after  night  has  been 
spent  in  Committee  wrangling  over  this  Bill,, 
and  we  have  only  got  through  two  or  three 
clauses.  I  believe  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier 
has  sincerely  repented  now,  and  is  desirous  at 
last  of  giving  honourable  members  as  full  an 
opportunity  as  he  can  of  discussing  this  Bill  in 
all  its  main  features.  I  think  that  is  his  only 
object  in  provoking  this  discussion.  If  there 
is  one  thing  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
stated  last  night,  not  once  but  half  a  dosen 
times  at  least — and  it  struck  me  as  being  worth 
remembering— it  was  this :  that  if  the  resolu- 
tion moved  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton  was  carried  he  would  not  take  the 
slightest  notice  of  it;  that  he  would  not  pay 
any  attention  to  that,  but  that  he  would  go 
into  Committee  on  the  Bill  either  to-morrow  or 
the  next  sitting-day.  It  was  not  stated  onoe 
merely,  but  time  after  time— that  he  would  not 
pay  the  slightest  attention  to  the  motion ;  and 
honourable  members  might  virtually  infer  he 
gave  his  followers  a  free  hand  to  vote  as  they 
felt  inclined  about  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  it  did  not  matter  what 
the  division  was. 

Mr.  WASON.— It  was  at  an  earlier  stage  he, 
time  after  time,  told  us,  '*  Vote  as  you  please ; 
I  shall  not  pay  the  slightest  attention  to  it.  I 
shall  go  into  Committee  with  it  all  the  same." 
But  it  was  at  a  later  stage  that  he  did  as  honour- 
able members  have  pointed  out :  he  did  state 
then  that  honourable  members  might  be  in- 
duoed  to  vote  on  this  question  because  possiUT 
they  thought  it  was  time  to  close.    I  think 
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Ihe  extreme  sensitivenesB  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  on  this  qaestion  is  very  much 
to  be  regretted.  I  ihink  the  speeoh  of  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  is  to  be  regretted,  for  if 
it  means  anything  it  means  that  this  House  is 
not  to  express  an  opinion  upon  any  subject 
without  the  Government  making  it  a  vote  of 
want  of  confideoce.  I  do  think  that  that  stage 
has  arrived  in  our  parliamentary  life  when  the 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  should  not  be 
entitled  and  feel  themselves  called  upon  to 
make  every  question  which  comes  before  us  a 
no-confidence  motion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  I  complained  of  was 
not  that  you  made  the  Bill  a  party  question, 
but  that  you  made  a  party  question  of  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WASON.— Well,  I  want  to  ask  honour- 
able members  what  induced  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  to  change  his  mind  between  this 
morning  at  about  half-past  one  and  the  pre- 
sent time.  There  was  no  feeling  that  there 
was  any  waste  of  discussion  upon  the  Bill  last 
night ;  and  now  iu  debating  the  matter  this  is 
made  a  party  question,  and  members  are  not 
entitled  to  vote  upon  it  as  they  think  fit.  I 
am  sorry  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
is  net  present,  for  I  understood  from  his  re- 
marks that  the  Ki^ht  Hon.  the  Premier  has 
given  a  pledge  that  Mr.  Watson  shflill  be  heard. 

Mr.  MOURIbON.— Certainly  not. 

Mr.  WASON. — I  understood  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden,  at  any  rate,  to  say  that  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  has  given  a  pledge 
that  Mr.  Walson  should  be  heard  before  the  Bill 
was  passed. 

Mr.  MOBBTSON.— If  he  requested  it. 

An  Hon.  Membsb.  —  Give  him  the  oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr.  WASON. — I  am  sorry  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  is  not  in  his  place.  Per- 
haps the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  will  tell  us 
what  really  he  led  the  House  to  infer  from  the 
statement  that  Mr.  Watson  should  be  heard  on 
this  question. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  WASON.— Shall  I  wait  now  for  you  to 

do  BO, 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said,  Sir,  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly, that  the  course  I  intended  to  pursue 
was  to  go  on  with  the  Banking  Bill  as  soon  as 
I  could  get  to  it.  I  tried  to  get  to  it  to-day.  I 
offered  to  proceed  with  private  members'  busi- 
ness on  Friday  in  order  to  have  the  Banking 
Bill  put  through  Committee  now.  I  then  in- 
tended to  postpone  the  third  reading  so  as  to 
give  Mr.  Watson,  or  any  others  who  might  feel 
aggrieved,  the  opportunity,  if  they  thought  fit, 
of  coming  before  this  House. 

An  Hon.  Member. — How  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  could  come  by  way  of 
petition,  or  they  could  come  by  another  way 
if  they  liked.  Whether  they  choose  to  appear 
at  the  bar  or  by  way  of  petition  that  is  their 
prerogative,  and  I  could  not  bar  them  if  I 
wanted  to.  But  in  the  meantime  I  should  hold 
over  the  Bill  so  as  to  give  them  that  oppor- 
tunity.   I  cannot  make  it  plainer  than  that. 

Mr.  WASON.— 1  think  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Afr.  WMon 


Premier  made  it  perfectly  dear  to  me  what  ha 
intends  to  do. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  the  resolution  was  to 
refer  the  Bill  to  a  Committee  it  was  a  matter 
for  the  House  to  decide.  I  thought  I  made 
my  position  very  clear. 

Mr.  WASON. — I  am  sorry  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  is  not  in  his  place,  in 
order  to  hear  the  explanation  of  the  Right 
Hon.. the  Premier — namely,  that  these  clauses 
should  be  passed,  which  really  amounjts  to  the 
whole  of  the  contentious  parts  of  the  Bill,  and 
then,  after  we  have  sat  in  judgment  and  after 
delivering  our  sentence  upon  Mr.  Watson,  he 
then  should  be  heard,  either  by  appearing  at 
the  bar  of  the  House  or  by  way  of  petition.  I 
do  not  think  that  is  a  proper  position  for  the 
House  to  take  up  in  reference  to  this  gentle- 
man. A  good  many  honourable  members  who 
have  spoken  this  afternoon  have  given  their 
reasons  why  they  voted  last  night  as  they 
did  on  the  question.  I  am  also  one  of  those 
members  who  feel  called  upon  to  give  a 
reason  for  the  vote  which  I  gave  last  night. 
Certainly  it  was  not  in  any  sense  of  the  term  a 
party  vote,  but  we  were  placed  in  a  very  awk- 
ward position.  I  mean  those  who  held  the 
view  I  did — namely,  that  this  whole  discussion 
about  the  Banking  Bill  was  doing  the  colony 
and  the  bank  a  great  injury,  and  that  eveiy 
day  that  is  spent  in  diHcussing  this  Bill  was 
injuring  the  bank  to  an  inconceivable  extent. 
T  also  felt  that  if  this  matter  was  referred  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Commfttee,  or  to  any  other 
Committee,  we  should  have  the  whole  of  the 
scandals  of  the  banking  legislation  from  be- 
ginning to  end  raked  up  again,  and  I  consider 
that  is  exceeding  inadvisable.  It  may  be,  at 
was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton,  that  the  right  and  proper  thing  to 
do  is  that  Mr.  Watson  should  be  heard.  That, 
perhape,  in  the  strictly  legal  definition  of  the 
term,  might  be  so ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is 
expedient  that  he  should  be  heard  either  before 
a  Committee  or  heard  as  is  proposed  by  thie 
Bill.  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  a 
motion  carried  in  the  House  either  to  give 
Mr.  Watson  a  fixed  sum  down,  or  else  leave 
the  matter,  as  suggested  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  to  actuaries  to  settle  the  amount 
due  to  him.  I  think  that  would  be  a  fair 
thing  to  do :  to  say  to  Mr.  Watson  that  **  In 
abolishing  you  it  is  through  no  fault  of  your- 
self', we  have  placed  you  in  the  position  of 
President  of  the  bank  for  ten  years,  knowing 
your  credentials,  and  knowing  who  yon  were, 
and  having  the  fullest  confidence  in  your 
ability ;  the  Government  say  that  during  the 
past  two  years  since  you  have  been  President 
you  have  done  nothing  wrong :  we  have  no 
cause  of  complaint  against  you,  but,  owing  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  two  years  ago,  we 
now  feel  it  our  duty  to  give  tardy  reoognition 
to  that  report:  and  when  we  say  that  the 
office  of  President  should  be  alx>lished,  we 
mean  nothing  more  than  to  comply  with  that 
portion  of  the  Committee's  report."  I  think 
if  the  amount  were  settled  by  aotuaries  it 
would  be  found  not  to  be  greatly  in  exceed 
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of  the  sum  I  suggested  last  night— namely, 
two  years'  salary.  I  think  if  that  had  heen 
done  we  would  not  have  h^A  this  unseemly 
freaDgling  round  the  President  of  the  bank 
whioh  we  have  had,  and  the  consequent  injury 
to  the  bank  at  large.  But,  under  all  the  cir- 
eumstanoes,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  sup- 
poning  the  proposal  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee, because,  of  the  two  evils,  one  ought 
always  to  choose  the  lesser.  And  if  clause  6  is 
carried,  honourable  members  will  be  voting  for 
bringing  the  whole  of  the  banking  affairs  of  the 
colony  before  the  Courts.  I  do  not  think  that 
is  a  right  position,  or  a  fair  position,  to  put  the 
President  of  the  bank  in — a  man  who  is,  in 
every  stnse  of  the  term,  so  well  fitted  for  the 
office  which  he  holds.  He  hasenjoyed  theconfi- 
deoce  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite.  I 
do  not  think  now  we  should  compel  him,  because 
after  what  has  transpired  and  after  the  circular 
honourable  members  received,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  Mr.  Watson  should  go  into  the 
Courts.  He  is  in  this  position :  He  has  been 
refused  a  hearing  before  the  Bill  goes  through 
Committee,  and  before  honourable  members 
vote  upon  the  clause.  The  Premier  said  last 
night  that,  so  far  was  his  confidence  intact  in 
Mr.  Watson  that  he  actually  offered  him  a  seat 
on  this  Board — had  actually,  I  believe,  offered 
him  the  chairmanship. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— When? 

Mr.  WASON. — I  understood  the  honourable 
gentlemen  to  say  so  last  night. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— When  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbkbsr.— In  1896. 

Mr.  WASON.— After  he  had  enjoyed  the 
office  of  President  for  two  years.  If  honour- 
able members  will  consider  subsection  (d)  of 
this  clause,  they  will  see  at  once  that  the 
apparent  trust  which  the  Premier  reposed  in 
Mr.  Watson  is  somewhat  modified  by  tnat  sub- 
section, because  it  says,— 

**  {d.)  In  such  proceedings  the  Bank  shall  be 
entitled  to  set  up  any  defence  that  would  be 
available  in  an  action  for  damages  for  wrongful 
dismissal.*' 

If  that  means  anything,  it  means  that  this 
House  is  going  to  set  up  that  as  a  ree^on  for 
dismissing  Mr.  Watson.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers will  only  look  at  the  question  dispas- 
sionately, they  will  see  that  if  that  clause 
means  anything  it  means  that  Mr.  Watson  is 
to  be  dismissed  from  his  office,  and  their  reason 
for  dismissing  him  is  that  he  has  not  acted  as 
lome  think  he  should  have  done  in  his  capacity 
as  President  of  the  bank.  I  think  that  is  a 
very  serious  position  for  us  to  take  up.  There 
has  not  been  one  single  allegation  from  that 
side  of  the  House  that  Mr.  Watson  has  in  any 
way  merited  the  displeasure  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite,  or  done  anything  which 
would  vrarrant  him  ceasing  to  enjoy  the  con- 
fidenoe  of  the  country  as  President  of  the  bank. 
I  do  not  think,  myself,  that  any  evidence  of 
that  sort  has  come  before  us,  and,  as  was  said 
last  night,  we  are  not  entitled  to  tfiJre  the  voice 
of  the  man  in  the  street  with  reference  to  this 
question.  I  do  not  agree  at  all  with  the  pro- 
posal to  refer  the  matter  to  a  Committee ;  but 


it  is  ten  times  better  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee 
than  to  put  this  gentleman  to  the  cost  of  an 
expensive  suit,  as  you  are  doing  under  this 
section.  I  am  sure  it  will  not  codimend  itself 
to  the  country  at  large  that  a  trusted  officer  of 
the  bank  should  be  put  in  this  position.  I  am 
sure  that  every  day  we  spend  over  this  Bill  will 
do  injury  to  the  bank;  and,  after  what  has 
transpired,  I  think  it  might  be  as  well  if  the 
Government  dropped  this  Bill  aliogether.  I  do 
not  believe  for  a  moment,  as  was  suggested  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston,  that 
the  Premier  is  not  sincere  in  his  desire  to  pass 
this  Bill.  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  anxious  to 
pass  some  banking  legislation.  It  is  perfectly 
evident  that  he  is  desirous  of  having  greater 
control  over  the  bank  than  he  has  had  in 
the  past.  And  he  has  got  that  no«v,  by  the 
appointment  of  four  directors,  also  the  right 
to  appoint  the  chairman  out  of  that  nuui- 
ber.  That  simply  puts  the  whole  power  of  the 
bank  into  the  hands  of  the  Government  of  the 
day.  I  think  when  the  countr^  discovers  that 
by  this  means  the  Government  is  virtually 
establishing  a  State  bank  amongst  us,  it  will  be 
agreed  that  no  great  harm  would  be  done  if  we 
were  to  leave  the  further  consideration  of  this 
measure  over  until  another  session.  If  there 
had  been  anything  to  say  against  the  President 
of  the  bank,  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  course 
of  this  debate  it  would  have  been  brought  out. 
If  there  had  been  sufficient  reason  for  the  dis- 
missal of  Mr.  Watson,  I  am  sure  honourable 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  who 
have  studied  the  subject  at  greater  length  than 
I  have  done,  and  who  have  more  technical 
knowledge  of  this  qucRtion,  would  have  shown 
that,  and  we  would  have  been  in  this  position  : 
that  I  am  sure  the  honourable  members  of  the 
House  who  were  on  the  Banking  Committee 
would  have  given  us  some  reason  for  what  is 
proposed,  and  I  do  not  think  that  reason  has 
been  alleged.  If  the  Bill  now  goes  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
so  objectionable  as  to  pass  the  clause  as  it 
stands,  and,  in  consequence,  to  put  a  man  to 
the  enormous  expenditure  of  a  lawsuit.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  fair  to  put  this  man  to  the 
expense  of  going  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
country  virtually  to  rehabilitate  his  character, 
because  that  is  what  it  means.  A  Committee 
of  the  House  sat  for  a  long  time,  and  reported 
that  they  were  desirous  that  the  office  of  presi- 
dent should  be  abolished ;  and  why,  then,  can- 
not we  say  that  the  office  shall  be  abolished, 
and  that  we  shall  give  him  whatever  sum  aji 
actuary  may  calculate  is  due  to  him?  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  very  much.  There  are 
only  six  years  of  his  office  to  run,  and  it  is  only 
a  matter  of  calculation. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Six  years,  at  £2.250 
a  year. 

Mr.  WASON.— I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
member  of  the  House  who  could  calculate  in 
twelve  hours  what  the  President  is  entitled  to. 
Such  a  oalculabion  can  only  be  undertaken  by 
an  actuary  who  is  well  skilled  in  figures.  No 
doubt,  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmera 
pOBsessea  a  greater  capacity  for  figures  thaa 
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many  members  of  the  House.  I  cannot  make 
the  calcalation  myself,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
honourable  member  for  EUesme^e,  or  any  other 
member  of  the  House,  oould  make  it  up  in  a 
week.  In  considering  a  question  of  the  kind 
one  would  have  to  take  a  man's  chances  of  life 
and  death,  and  not  only  that,  but  the  clause  in 
the  Bill  under  which  the  office  of  Preeident 
might  come  to  an  end  if  the  statutory  Board 
was  abolished  would  have  to  be  considered, 
cuid  also  the  question  of  what  a  man  in  the 

Josition  of  Mr.  Watson  would  be  able  to  earn 
uring  the  unexpired  term  of  years.  Those  are 
Questions,  then,  that  only  an  actuary  could 
deal  with  satisfactorily.  Ko  doubt,  an  actuary 
would  ask  for  a  considerable  fee  for  his  work, 
but  it  would  be  better  to  pay  it  than  to  have 
the  matter  fought  out  in  the  Courts  or  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House.  I  think,  Sir,  if  the 
House  could  only  see  this  matter  in  a  proper 
light  they  would  come  to  the  conclusion  at 
which  I  have  arrived  myself :  that  throughout 
the  tedious  disdussion  not  a  single  member  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House — the  Hon.  the 
Premier  or  any  one  elee^-has  given  the  slightest 
reason  why  Mr.  Watson  should  be  dismissed 
from  the  office  he  holds.  Probably,  they  have 
been  exceedingly  wise  and  cautious  in  not 
giving  any  reasons.  They  simply  stick  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee.  If  that  is  the  case, 
why  cannot  the  Premier  go  further  and  give 
this  gentleman,  whom  he  is  virtually  prose- 
cuting, a  fair  amount  of  the  money  that  is  due 
to  him  for  the  unexpired  term  of  years  ?  It 
would  be  a  thousand  times  cheaper  to  the 
colony  in  the  end,  and  would  be  more  satis- 
factory to  Mr.  Watson.  I  do  not  want  to  see 
this  matter  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  House ; 
but  rather  than  have  it  dragged  before  the  law- 
courts  I  should  be  somewhat  reluctantly  com- 
pelled, as  I  was  last  night,  to  vote  that  Mr. 
Watson  should  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
House.  As  was  ably  pointed  out  last  night  by 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J. 
Hutcheson),  this  is  Jedburgh  justice.  That 
was  the  ola  border  plan.  A  man  was  caught 
more  or  less  redhanded,  and,  after  being  oe- 
headed,  he  was  tried  for  the  offence  charged 
against  him.  The  honourable  member  put  that 
very  forcibly  last  night — that  we  were  taking 
away  Mr.  Watson's  character  and  reputation, 
and,  as  it  were,  beheading  him  and  then  trying 
him.  The  honourable  member  put  the  matter 
in  a  nut-shell,  and  honourable  members  would 
do  well  if  they  weighed  that  gentleman's  words 
and  his  reasons  for  voting  with  us,  as  he  did  on 
this  Bill.  I  think  honourable  members  mast 
deplore  the  waste  of  time  that  has  taken  place 
this  afternoon.  I  do,  for  one;  but,  I  would 
ask,  who  has  been  responsible  for  it?  Can 
it  be  said  that  honourable  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  are  responsible  ?  It  is  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  who  is  responsible  for  it. 
His  extreme  sensitiveness  has  caused  all  this 
long  and  somewhat  weary  discussion.  We 
have  been  endeavouring  from  our  side  of  the 
House  to  guide  him  in  the  right  path,  but  if  he 
will  not  be  guided  in  the  right  path  we  cannot 
help  it.  It  is  our  duty,  however,  to  show  to 
Mr,  Waton 


him  the  right  path,  and  the  right  way  to  go  oib 
this  question,  and  we  should  not  be  met  by  the 
statement  that  this  is  a  vote  of  want  of  confi- 
dence. We  do  not  want  to  drive  the  Premier 
into  a  comer  or  a  hole,  but  to  settle  the  matter 
in  a  way  that  would  be  fair  and  honourable,, 
not  only  to  this  House,  but  to  Mr.  Watson  and 
the  bank.  For  myself,  I  am  not  making  the 
question  a  party  one,  nor  are  any  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  taking  up  that  position. 
We  only  ask  that  Mr.  Watson  should  have  fair 
compensation  for  his  services,  and  that  the 
matter  should  be  ended. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Caversham).— Sir,  I  find 
myself  in  a  position  somewhat  similar  to  that 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  used  a 
phrase,  which  I  believe  will  become  historical 
m  this  House,  when  he  said,  **  I  am  sick  of 
carrots."  I  niight  reiterate  the  sentiment  at 
that  phrase  by  saying  "I  am  sick  of  banking, 
legislation."  I  [have  had  the  opportunity  of 
listening  to  a  number  of  banking  discussions 
in  this  House,  and  to  my  surprise  I  find  that 
to-day,  as  weU  as  last  night,  and  on  Friday 
night  also,  the  same  unanimity  prevails  in  a- 
certain  section  of  the  House  which  is  opposed 
to  all  banking  legislation.  I  do  not  know  why 
they  should  take  up  this  attitude ;  because 
these  honourable  gentlemen  are  always  point- 
ing out  to  us  that,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned^ 
they  have  in  the  past  received  no  advantage 
from  this  class  of  legislation,  that  their  hands 
are  entirely  pure,  and  that  all  they  are  fight- 
ing for  is  a  principle.  Verv  well,  I  accept  the 
statements  of  the  honourable  gentlemen,  and 
will  not  follow  up  that  line  of  argument  at 
present.  Now,  Sir,  what  was  the  position  in 
the  House  this  morning,  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  moved  his  motion  f 
What  were  we  dealing  with  at  the  time  ?  It  was- 
with  sub-clause  (2)  of  clause  6,  which  had  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  the  ssJary  of  the  President. 
What  we  were  considering  was  the  question  of 
the  abolition  of  the  office  of  president.  Some 
honourable  gentlemen  argue  that  we  have  no- 
right  to  abolish  that  office,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  argue  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  I  say 
here  that  the  President  has  not  justified  his 
appointment  as  President  of  the  bank.     I  do- 

.  OQ  not  think  he  is  required  at  all,  bat 
'  that  he  is  occupying  something  like 
the  position  of  a  third  wheel  of  a  cart.  He  is 
not  wanted  in  that  position  at  all.  Nearly  all 
the  members  of  the  House  admit  that  the  office 
of  President — that  is,  Mr.  Watson's  office — is 
not  at  all  required  for  the  proper  management 
of  the  bank.  The  only  point  we  differ  on  is 
with  regard  to  the  amount  of  compensation  he 
should  receive  in  case  the  House  passes  this 
clause.  I  think  the  House  will  deal  gene- 
rously with  Mr.  Watson.  Although  one  year's 
salary  is  inserted  here,  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  the  House  is  going  to  affirm  that 
Mr.  Watson  shall  receive  only  one  year's  salary. 
I  am  somewhat  of  the  opinion  of  the  honoor* 
abl e  member  for  Sel wyn  (Mr.  Wason) .  I  should 
be  prepared  to  give  Mr.  Watson  two  years' 
salary  as  compensation  to  get  rid  of  him ;  and^ 
il  he  did  not  like  to  take  (hat,  then  he  has  his 
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nmedy  at  law,  and  oan  recover  ae  much  as  a 
Judge  and  jary  of  the  Supreme  Ooort  are  pre- 
pared to  give  him.  But  I  think  if  he  gets  two 
years'  salary  he  will  do  fairly  well.  That  is  the 
position  we  were  disouesing  this  morning  when 
the  motion  to  report  progress  was  carried.  We 
have  bad  a  large  number  of  explanations  and 
statements  made  witb  regard  to  what  the 
intentions  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bio- 
oarton  were  when  he  moved  that  motion ; 
what  the  House  understood ;  what  various  in- 
dividual members  understood,  and  what  the 
Premier  said,  and  all  that.  Well,  I  will  give 
the  House  my  impression  of  what  took  place, 
and  I  was  paving  strict  attention  to  the  whole 
disoDSsion  of  this  banking  business.  I  may 
•ay  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  scdd  anything 
upon  it,  though  I  have  been  here  from  the  start 
of  the  discussion  on  the  Banking  Bill  to  the 
present  moment,  so  that  I  think  I  may  be 
pardoned  for  saying  a  few  words.  My  opinion 
of  the  matter  is  this :  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riocarton  proposed  that  progress  be 
reported  with  the  intention  that  that  vote 
ahonld  be  taken  as  an  indication  that  Mr. 
Watson  should  be  heard  before  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee,  or  some  other  Select 
Cooomittee.  The  Bight  Hon.  Mr.  Seddon, 
the  Premier,  then  said  that  he  would  stand 
no  dictation;  that  he  was  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  and  that,  as  had  been  already  ruled  by 
Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Watson  could  not  be  heard 
before  a  Committee  unless  he  gave  his  consent. 
He  said  it  did  not  matter  what  the  House  did, 
if  he,  having  charge  of  the  Bill,  refused  his  con- 
sent to  Mr.  Watson  being  heard  before  the 
Committee,  Mr.  Watson  could  not  be  heard. 
The  Premier  was  quite  decided  upon  that  par- 
ticolar  point.  A  very  large  number  of  speeches 
were  made  in  support  of  the  position  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bicoarton  had  taken  up,  and 
some  in  support  of  the  Premier's  contention, 
that  we  should  pass  the  clause,  and  settle  it 
one  way  or  the  other.  The  Premier  warned 
honourable  members  that  the  intention  of 
those  supporting  the  honourable  member  for 
Riooarton's  motion  was  to  delay  the  pass- 
ing of  this  measure.  Now,  all  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  took  part  in  the  di- 
▼ision  were  not  present  during  that  discussion, 
though  we  have  the  assurance  of  my  sar- 
castio  friend  the  honourable  member  for  Pal- 
merston  that  they  were.  I  may  say  it  was 
quite  refreshing  to  hear  that  honourable  gentle- 
man to-day  in  his  best  fighting  form.  There 
was  that  hard  ring  in  every  sentence  he  had 
to  sa^  in  connection  with  the  Bill  that  put  me 
in  nund  of  his  capabilities  a  year  ago,  when 
he  was  in  better  physical  form  than  he  is  at 
the  present  time.  I  was  pleased  to  hear  his 
Toioe  with  that  teal  old  fighting  strain  in  it ; 
Imt  that  is  by  the  way.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston  said  that  all  the  members 
were  in  the  House  and  heard  the  Premier's 
explanation. 

Sir.  PIRANI.— No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.— I  say  positively  that  that 
statement  was  made,  and  is  entirely  incorrect. 
I  maintain  that  a  large  number  of  honour- 


able members  were  outside  the  chamber,  and- 
very  naturally  so.  Why  should  honourable 
members  be  compelled  to  sit  and  listen  to 
ten  hours'  deliberate  stonewall  on  two  clauses  ? 
They  had  to  sit  from  half  past  seven  last  even- 
ing *to  close  upon  two  o'clock  this  morning, 
listening  to  a  continual  repetition  and  reitera- 
tion of  the  same  observations  over  and  over 
again,  though  there  was  really  veir  little  argu- 
ment in  them.  Naturally  honourable  members 
were  tired  out,  and  before  half- past  one  in  the 
morning  some  of  them  had  left  the  chamber,, 
and,  I  think,  quite  right  too,  for  they  were 
naturally  surprised  and  disgusted  at  seeing 
some  of  the  members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
assisting  the  Opposition  in  their  tactics.  When 
the  division  bell  rang,  and  these  honourable 
members  came  into  tiie  chamber,  they  asked 
what  the  division  was  on,  and  were  told  that 
it  was  a  question  of  reporting  progress,  and,  as 
it  was  half-past  one  o'clock  m  the  morning,, 
they  thought  it  was  time  they  were  away 
home.  Two  or  three  gentlemen  wore  misled  in  > 
that  way,  and  the  result  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  defeated  by  one  vote.  The  jubila- 
tion that  was  shown  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
men after  they  found  out  that  by  the  assistance 
of  the  '*  left  wing  " — the  notorious  renegades  of 
the  House — they  had  given  the  Qovemment  & 
slap  in  the  face  by  one  vote 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — That  word,  '*  renegade,*' 
must  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MORRISON.-I  will  withdraw  it,  and 
will  call  them  **the  irreconcilables,"  because 
they  belong  to  neither  the  one  side  nor  the 
other. .  We  had  the  explanation  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  (Mr.  Wil- 
son), who  stated  that  he  was  in  the  library 
doing  some  journalistic  work,  and  that  he  had 
got  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  mode  and 
manner  of  carrying  on  the  discussion.  We 
were  not  discussing  the  Banking  Bill,  but 
members  were  indulging  in  personalities,  and 
none  more  so  than  the  honourable  member 
who  has  just  interrupted  me,  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor). 
Several  honourable  members  went  out  of 
the  chamber  to  attend  to  their  private  busi- 
ness, and  so  were  caught  napping.  When 
they  came  in  they  were  told  that  the  motion  was 
to  report  progress.  Then,  let  me  explain  the 
peculiar  position  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs  occupies  on  this  motion. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  before  the 
House  a  notice  of  motion  to  the  effect  that 
this  House  every  night  should  rise  at  twelve 
o'clock.  Of  course,  that  has  not  yet  come 
up  for  discussion,  but,  naturally,  Mr.  Wilson, 
having  given  notice  of  that,  and  desiring  to 
be  consistent,  thought  he  must  at  that  hour 
support  a  motion  for  reporting  progress.  Of 
course,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been- 
taunted  with  being  known  as  "Mr.  Twelve 
o'clock  Wilson,"  and  yet  always  voting  against 
the  motion  to  report  progress ;  and  he  was 
determined  that  this  charge  should  not  be 
levelled  at  him  again.  That  was  the  posi- 
tion the  honourable  member  occupied  this  • 
morning.      If   be  had  voted,  as  I  maintain  - 
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«Yery  member  of  the  Liberal  party  should  have 
voted,  on  Btrict  party  lines,  he  would  have 
followed  bis  party,  and  I  think  he  should  have 
taken  a  lesson  from  the  appearance  of  those 
hoKfourable  gentlemen  opposite  trooping  into 
the  *'Aye8"  lobby.  If  he  had  followed  the 
Premier,  the  result  would  have  been  to  defeat 
the  motion  moved  by  the  honourable  member 
forRiccarton  (Mr.  BoUeston).  Now  that  honour- 
able member  claims  to  day  that  the  Opposition, 
by  carrying  this  motion  in  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning  and  beating  the  Government  by 
one  vote,  has  virtaally  committed  the  House  to 
the  principle  that  this  Bill  should  be  relegated 
to  a  Committee.  That,  Sir,  is  entirely  wrong. 
My  impression  of  what  occurred  is  the  same 
as  those  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
say  that  only  one  particular  clause  was  to 
be  remitted  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee. I  believe  the  honourable  member 
for  Riccarton  says  that  it  is  the  whole  Bill, 
and  that  Mr.  Watson  should  be  heard.  Well, 
the  Premier  distinctly  refused  to  accede  to 
that  request,  and,  according  to  a  ruling  of 
Mr.  Speaker  two  or  three  days  ago,  you  must 
get  the  consent  of  the  member  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  before  you  can  pass  a  motion  with  a  con- 
dition like  that  attached  to  it.  That  is  my 
impression;  and  I  would  honestly  like  if  the 
House  would  settle  down  and  discuss  this  Bill. 
I  regret  very  much  that  this  discussion  has 
arisen  this  afternoon,  and  that  the  Premier 
has  felt  bound  to  move  the  adjnnrnment  of  the 
House  till  half- past  seven.  I  personally  would 
have  liked  to  have  gone  on  with  the  Bill  at 
ha1f-paf>t  two,  and  get  it  finished  and  out  of 
the  road.  I  see  it  is  an  awkward  Bill  to  get 
through,  and  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  one  or 
two  all-night  sittings  before  we  get  through 
with  it.  Objection  being  taken  to  the  course 
mapped  out  by  the  Premier,  there  was  no 
other  course  but  to  move  the  adjournment 
until  half-past  seven,  and  then  discuss  the 
Banking  Bill.  I  hope  when  the  House  meets  at 
half-past  seven— of  course,  this  will  go  on  till 
half-past  five,  I  am  aware  of  that — that  we  will 
approach  this  Bill  in  a  reasonable  and  working 
frame  of  mind ;  that  members  will  drop  per- 
sonalities-T-the  washing-up  of  the  dirty  stuff 
relating  to  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago,  and 
also  seeing  that  a  large  number  of  the  people 
are  now  dead  who  were  connected  with  these 
matters.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  go  into 
that  phase  of  the  matter,  but  let  us  decide 
whether  the  President  is  to  go  or  not,  or 
whether  he  is  to  get  compensation  or  not,  and 
let  us  get  through  with  the  Bill  and  clear  the 
decks  for  something  more  important.  I  would 
not  have  got  up  but  for  the  charge  that  was 
made  that  we  are  wasting  time  in  connection 
with  this  Bill.  I  am  confident  that  the  charge 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn 
could  not  apply  to  me,  because  this  is  the  first 
speech  I  have  made  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christchurch).--The    honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  made 
a  remark  in  reference  to  a  few  members  of 
this  House  which  he  subsequently  withdrew, 
iand  he  said  he  could  not  understand  what 
.Mr.  Marriaan 


form  of  government  would  satisfy  us.  Well, 
Sir,  I  think  I  can  tell  him.  What  we  want  in 
a  pure  Administration,  and  that  is  what  we  are 
contending  for. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— You  might  give  us  an 
idea  of  what  you  mean  by  that  phrase. 

Mr.  SMITH.— I  am  afraid  that  if  I  stood 
here  till  midnight  explaining  the  honourable 
member  would  not  understand.  Let  me  tell 
him  that  I  would  rather  occupy  the  position  I 
do  than  the  position  he  occupies  of  voting 
directly  on  party  lines  on  every  occasion.  The 
honourable  member  stated  just  now  that  he 
voted  on  party  lines,  and  said  that  every  true 
member  of  the  Liberal  party  should  do  the 
same.  I  congratulate  him  on  the  position  he 
takes  up.  No  one  has  a  right  to  complain 
except  his  constituents.  So  far  as  this  ques- 
tion is  concerned,  I  do  not  agree  with  the  ' 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  that  the 
Oovemment  ought  to  drop  this  Banking  Bill. 
I  think  that,  so  far  aa  Khe  Bill  is  concerned, 
it  would  be  a  calamity  to  the  bank  to  drop 
it  now.  As  to  the  necessity  for  introducing 
the  Bill,  that  is  another  question  altogether ; 
but  we  have  the  Bill  before  the  Committee 
at  the  present  time,  and  the  Premier  and 
the  Minister  of  Lands  have  said  that  the  Bill 
is  necessary,  and  have  said  it  in  such  a  way 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  in  this  colony 
will  read  in  their  expressions  a  great  deal  more 
than  possibly  the  honourable  gentlemen  meant. 
The  Premier  said, "  I  am  extremely  dissatisfied 
with  the  conduct  and  the  management  of  the 
bank  "  ;  and  the  Minister  of  Lands  said, "  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  some  legislation  should  be 
passed  *' ;  and  to  talk  of  dropping-the  Bill  would 
leave  an  uneasy  feeling  that  there  was  some- 
thing  wrong,  and  the  House  was  afraid  to  touch 
it.  In  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  in  the 
interests  of  the  bank,  we  ought  to  put  the  Bill 
through.  If  the  Premier  had  moved  for  the 
postponement  of  private  Bills  this  afternoon  in 
order  to  get  on  with  the  Bill,  I  would  have 
supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— You  are  very  "  fly." 

Mr.  SMITH. — I  am  quite  well  aware  that 
sometimes  the  honourable  gentleman  thinks  he 
is  conversant  with  everything  that  goes  on  in 
the  House.  I  would  not  like  to  say  anything 
hurtful  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  I  can 
assure  him  I  am  as  "  fly  '*  as  any  one  as  to  what 
is  going  on. 

Mr.  MORRISON.-Checketts. 

Mr.  SMITH.— If  the  honourable  gentleman 
made  that  reference  m  an  offensive  way,  we 
can  debate  that  on  another  occasion,  and  I  am 
quite  willing  and  prepared  to  meet  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  I  was  amused  during  the 
progress  of  this  debate  at  the  speech  made  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Banking  Committee.  He 
"  lays  the  flattering  unction  to  his  soul"  that 
this  Bill  is  introduced  in  consequence  of  the 
report  of  the  Banking  Committee.  I  do  not 
wish  to  reflect  on  the  conduct  of  that  honour- 
able gentleman  as  Chairman.  I  consider  he 
was  in  a  most  unfortunate  position,  and  did 
the  best  he  could  under  the  cironmstanceB ; 
but  as  to  flattering  himself  that  this  Bill  is 
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introduced  because  the  Bankiug  Committee 
xecommended  it,  it  is  simply  absurd.  It  is 
introduced  because  the  Fremier  and  the 
Miniiiter  of  Lauds  think  some  change  is  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  OB  AH  AM.— On  the  recommendation  of 
the  Banking  Committee's  report. 

Mr.  SMITH.— No;  the  Premier  did  not 
care  two  straws  for  the  recommendation  of 
the  Banking  Committee.  All  that  the  Premier 
wanted  to  do  at  that  time  was  to  persuade 
the  country  that  due  examination  had  been 
made  into  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  that 
legislation  was  necessary.  I  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City,  that  so 
far  as  the  proceediogs  of  the  Banking  Committee 
are  concerned  they  were  a  farce,  but  in  saying 
that  I  do  not  wish  to  reflect  on  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee.  He  was  in  a  very  awkward 
position.  So  far  as  this  Bill  is  conceroed,.  it  is 
absolutely  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  that  some 
legislation  should  be  passed.  If  the  bank  is 
allowed  to  remain  as  at  the  present  time, 
with  the  remarks  that  have  been  made  by  the 
members  of  the  Ministry,  I  say  it  will  affect  the 
position  of  that  bank  very  materially  in  the 
colony.  We  have  been  told  by  the  Premier 
that  he  is  extremely  dissatisfied  with  the  man- 
agement of  the  bank.  The  Premier  will  not 
say  why  he  is  dissatisfied — that  his  mouth  is 
shut.  He  must  have  some  infoimation.  If  he 
cannot  give  the  information,  the  people  of  this 
colony  will  put  4heir  own  interpretation  upon 
his  words,  and  that  will  not  be  to  the  credit  of 
the  bank.  Now,  so  feur  as  the  President  him- 
self is  concerned,  I  think  the  House  ought  to 
treat  him  fairly.  So  far  as  I  know,  since  he 
became  President  of  the  bank  I  know  of  no 
action  of  his  that  gives  the  House  a  right  to 
break  the  agreement  entered  into.  If  the 
members  of  the  Ministry  know  of  any  such 
action,  then  they  ought  to  dismiss  him,  and 
leave  him  to  his  legal  remedy ;  but,  so  far,  there 
is  no  information  that  it  is  becauBc  of  any  mis- 
conduct on  his  port.  The  President,  having 
practically  a  ten-years  engagement,  is  undoubt- 
edly entitled  to  some  compensation  for  removal 
from  office.  We  are  abolishing  the  office  of 
President,  and,  that  being  so,  he  is  entitled  to 
be  compensated  for  loss  of  office.  Again,  we 
have  no  right  whatever  to  break  the  engagement 
and  do  away  with  the  office  without  giving 
Hr.  Watson  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in 
his  own  defence.  I  agree  with  the  honoarable 
member  for  Marsden  (Mr.  R.  Thompson),  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  (Mr. 
Montgomery)  on  that  point.  The  President  has 
issued  a  circular  referring  to  these  two  honour- 
able members,  and  if  they  find  that  they  have 
done  Mr.  Watson  an  injustice  I  am  sure  they 
will  willingly  withdraw  every  word  they  said. 
To  pass  this  Bill  and  not  give  Mr.  Watson  a 
chance  of  being  heard  would  be  very  unfair. 
I  think  he  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard,  either  at  the  bar  or  before  a 
Committee  of  this  House.  So  far  as  the  pro- 
posal to  adjourn  this  afternoon  Js  concerned,  I 
think  xt  is  one  of  the  miserable  practices  we 
Indulge  in  for  party  purposes,  and  we  do  not 


have  a  straight-out  vote.  An  honourable  mem- 
ber gets  up  and  says,  "  I  move  so-and-so,"  and 
attempts  to  put  his  own  construction  upon  it. 
Well,  we  are  not  bound  by  such  construction. 
So  far  as  the  motion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton  last  night  is  concerned,  I 
will  always  vote  to  report  progress  or  ad- 
journ the  House  at  any  time  after  half- past 
twelve  o'clock.  I  say,  so  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, that  if  we  do  our  duty  faithfully  during 
the  earlier  part  of  the  evening,  it  is  time  for  us 
to  go  home  at  that  hour.  I  agree  that  Mr.  Wat- 
son should  be  heard ;  but  I  did  not  give  my 
vote  as  an  indication  that  the  Bill  should  be 
referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,, 
and  therefore  I  shall  vote  against  the  motion 
to  adjourn  the  House  this  afternoon.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  necessity  for  it.  We  ought 
to  go  on  with  the  business  of  the  country. 
The  Premier,  I  understsmd,  has  given  a  pledge 
that  Mr.  Watson  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  be  heard,  and  with  that  I  am  content.  If 
Mr.  Watson  does  not  feel  aggrieved,  then  no 
one  else  has  any  right  to  interfere  in  the 
matter.  So  far  as  the  Bill  itself  is  concerned, 
I  say  it  is  a  pity  the  whole  afternoon  should  be 
wasted  in  attempting  to  satisfy  the  Premier 
that  the  vote  last  night  was  not  a  slap  in  the 
face.  While  I  shall  vote  against  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  I  would  have  voted  for  the 
postponement  of  the  orders  of  the  day,  in  order 
that  the  Banking  Bill  should  have  been  gone 
on  with. 

Mr.  LANG  (Waikato).— Sir,  this  afternoon 
members  have  taken  up  a  considerable  amount 
of  time  in  explaining  the  votes  given  early  this 
morning.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  and  much  confusion  amongst 
members  as  to  what  was  the  question  before 
the  House,  and  I  think  that  is  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  we  can  bring  in  favour  of 
early  rising,  and  I  hope  that  in  future  members 
will  refuse  to  go  on  with  more  business  after 
twelve  o'clock  at  night.  I  just  want  to  say 
two  or  three  words  so  far  as  my  vote  of  this 
morning  is  concerned.  I  had  two  reasons  for 
voting  as  I  did.  The  first  was  on  account  of 
the  hour.  It  was  twenty  minutes  past  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  I  thought  it  was 
time  to  adjourn  the  House ;  and  the  second, 
and  I  may  sav  the  chief  reason,  was  that  Mr. 
Watson  ^ould  have  a  chance  of  defending 
himself  before  we  condemned  him.  I  hold  it  is 
altogether  unfair  to  condemn  a  man  without 
giving  him  a  chance  to  state  his  ceise.  Now, 
Sir,  I  maintain  that  if  we  pass  clause  6  there 
is  very  little  use  in  hearing  Mr.  Watson, 
because  then  we  would  have  condemned  him 
first  and  asked  him  to  explain  his  position 
afterwards.  I  maintain  that  if  Mr.  W^ateon 
is  innocent  there  is  no  occasion  to  pass  the 
clause  at  all ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  guilty 
he  should  have  no  compensation  whatever; 
and  that  is  a  question  we  cannot  possibly 
decide  without  having  heard  the  particulars  of 
the  case. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin).— Sir,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  follow  the  example  of  some  of  the 
previous  speakers  and  waste  the  time  of  tha^ 
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House  in  discuBsing  the  prinoiples  and  pro- 
Tiaions  of  the  Banking  Bill.  Neither  have  I 
risen  to  apologize  or  explain  away  the  vote  I 
-gave  in  support  of  the  motion  whioh  was  pro- 
posed this  morning  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Riccarton.  When  I  voted  for  that  motion 
I  did  it  with  the  olear  understanding  that  if  it 
was  oarried  it  meant  an  expression  by  this 
House  that  Mr.  Watson,  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  should  be  heard  before 
the  Publio  Aooounts  Committee ;  and,  Sir,  the 
Premier  himself  made  it  quite  clear,  because 
previous  to  the  question  being  put  he  explained 
4hat  the  motion  was  not  an  ordinary  motion  to 
report  progress.  He  said  it  meant  a  great  deal 
more,  and,  further,  he  went  on  to  tell  members 
-that  he  did  not  intend  to  stay  late,  and  that 
in  any  case,  whether  the  motion  was  carried  or 
not,  they  would  be  able  to  go  home  in  a  very 
iew  minutes.  How  members  can  get  up  and  say 
they  did  not  understand  the  motion  I  cannot 
possibly  imagine.  Sir,  several  members  on  the 
>Government  benches  twitted  us  with  obstruct- 
ing this  Bill,  and  wishing  to  delay  the  progress 
••f  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— The  Premier  says,  "  Hear, 
hear."  I  cannot  speak  for  other  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  but,  speaking  for  my- 
self, I  say  at  once  that  I  am  opposed  to  this 
Bill,  and  I  will  tell  the  Premier  why.  I  am 
opposed  to  it  because  if  it  happens  to  be  car- 
ried—  and  I  suppose  it  will  be  carried — it 
^11  place  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  com- 
pletely under  tbe  control  of  the  Government  of 
the  day.  Now,  Sir,  if  there  is  one  institution 
in  the  colony  more  than  another  which  should 
be  kept  separate  and  apart  from  party  or 
political  influence  that  institution  is  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  backed  up  as  it  is  by  over  five 
millions  of  public  money.  Then,  Sir,  I  object 
to  it  because  it  proposes 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— This  is  not  the  time  to 
discuss  the  general  policy  of  the  Banking  Bill. 
So  far  as  explaining  the  vote  of  last  night  is 
concerned  the  honourable  member  is  in  order, 
but  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  discuss  the 
Banking  Bill  now. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— If  I  am  not  in  order.  Sir,  I 
ehall  not  proceed  with  that  particular  point, 
but  will  go  on  to  tbe  next  one,  with  regard  to 
the  motion  which  is  now  before  the  House. 
Just  as  I  understood  the  motion  which  was 
moved  last  night  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Riccarton,  so  do  I  clearly  understand  the 
-motion  before  the  House  this  afternoon.  I 
understand  the  Premier  is  smarting  under  the 
defeat  inflicted  upon  him  this  morning,  and  is 
anxious  to  put  himself  right  in  the  eyes  of  the 
country.  He  has  approached  certain  of  his  sup- 
porters who  voted  against  him  on  the  last  divi- 
sion, and  who  have  found  themselves  in  conse- 
quence in  a  very  uncomfortable  position.  They 
have  explained  that  they  are  willing  and  anxious 
to  return  to  the  fold,  and  the  Premier  is  equally 
4Uixious  that  they  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so. 

Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata).— Sir,  I  should  not 
he  justified  in  giving  a  silent  vote  on  this 
Mr.  Massey 


matter.  Tnis  morning,  when  the  division 
which  is  under  discussion  this  afternoon  took 
place,  I  thoroughly  understood  the  position 
as  this :  The  Premier  distinctly  told  us  that  if 
the  division  was  carried  against  him  it  meant 
that  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
should  be  heard  before  the  Publio  Accounts 
Committee ;  and,  Sir,  feeling  that  the  power 
given  by  previous  motions  carried  in  this 
House,  empowering  the  Premier  to  appoint 
four  out  of  the  six  directors,  has  placed  the 
bank  entirely  under  his  control,  I  felt  that  it 
was  absurd  to  attempt  any  further  control  over 
this  Bill,  but  that  I  would  throw  the  further 
responsibility  entirely  upon  the  Premier ;  and 
in  consequence,  rather  than  vote  against  the 
motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rolleston,  feeling  that 
I  wsiS  not  justified  in  doing  that,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  I  could  not  vote  to  relieve 
the  Premier  of  the  responsibility  which  I 
think  is  resting  upon  him  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  I  walked  out  of  the  chamber  and 
did  not  vote.  Tbere  is  no  question  in  my  mind 
that  all  who  voted  last  night,  if  they  listened 
to  the  discussion  that  took  place  within  the 
half-hour  previous  to  tbe  division,  must  have 
fully  understood  what  were  the  issues.  It  was 
not  to  go  home,  but  whether  Mr.  Watson 
should  be  heard  before  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  or  not.  That  is  all  the  explanation 
I  have  to  make  in  the  matter  in  that  respect, 
and  I  shall  certainly  vote  against  the  motion 
now  before  the  House  if  it  comes  to  a  division, 
because  I  do  believe  in  the  Banking  Bill  going 
on,  considering  the  stage  it  has  now  reached, 
and  that  the  sole  responsibility  in  every  respect 
of  any  action  that  may  take  place  in  regard  to 
the  President  of  the  bank  should  be  upon  the 
Premier.  I  ignore  and  wash  my  hands  com- 
pletely of  any  connection  with  the  matter. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  I  am  in  che  happy 
position  of  not  having  to  explain  my  vote  of 
last  night.  I  had  a  very  distinct  object  in 
view,  and  I  am  extremely  pleased  that  the 
object  was  so  far  successful,  and  I  must  say  I . 
compliment  the  honourable  member  for  Rio- 
carton  on  the  way  he  completely  put  the  Go- 
vernment in  a  dilemma.  It  was  with  very 
great  pleasure  that  I  heard  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  (Mr.  Morrison)  get  up 
and  make  a  speech.  He,  like  myself,  had  no 
apologies  to  make.  He  recognised  it  was  a 
straight-out  question  we  voted  on  as  to  whether 
the  Banking  Bill  was  to  be  remitted  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  or  not ;  and  I  can- 
not help  thinking  every  honourable  member  in 
the  House  was  under  that  impression  last  night 
when  the  division  was  taken.  But,  Sir,  the 
pleasure  which  I  felt  was  not  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Caversham  had  no  explana- 
tion to  make,  but  that  he  relieved  me  of  the 
fear  that  the  whole  of  the  Government  party 
once  more  would  deserve  to  be  classified  as 
**  dumb  dogs,"  and  he  rose  to  prove  that  one, 
at  any  rate,  was  capable  of  uttering  a  bark 
in   defence  of  his  master.     But,  Sir,  taking 

g  Q       these    explanations    as    to   the    sig* 

nificanoe  of  the  votes  as  they  were 

given,  I  think,  analysing  .one  or  two — I  am 
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€iot  going  to  give  them  all— it  may  be  seen 
readily  that  the  intention  of  the  House  was 
■absolutely  clear  last  night,  that  there  was  a 
-distinot  issue  as  to  whether  the  President  of 
the  bank  was  or  was  not  to  be  heard  before  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee.  Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  misapprehends  to 
some  extent  what  was  aimed  at.  He  told  us 
that  he  was  averse  to  referring  the  matter  to 
any  tribunal,  because  he  did  not  wish  the 
whole  scandal  of  past  years  to  be  raked  up 
.  once  more.  No  person  that  I  am  aware  of — 
on  this  side  of  the  House  at  any  rate — has  any 
desire  to  resuscitate  old  quarrels.  All  I  am 
.  anzions  to  inquire  into  is  the  conduct  of  the 
President  during  the  time  he  has  been  in 
office.  There  is  no  desire  on  my  part,  nor  do  I 
-believe  there  is  on  the  part  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  work  with  me,  that  the  President 
of  the  bank  should  be  examined  upon  any  ques- 
tion whatsoever  except  such  things  as  may  have 
transpired  since  he  took  office  as  President; 
.  and  if  he  has  done  anything  during  the  term 
of  his  office  which  proves  that  his  general  con- 
duct  has  been  unworthv,  I  contend  it  is  the 
eight  of  the  House  to  know  that  before  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  be  granted  to  him 
lor  loss  of  office  is  decided,  and,  if  no  misdoing 
is  alleged,  then  the  House  ought  to  know  such 
is  the  case.  Then,  the  honourable  member  for 
Ifarsden  seemed  to  be  altogether  wrong  when 
^e  said  that,  since  the  Premier  had  promised 
to  give  Mr.  Watson  an  opportunity  of  being 
hesurd  by  a  Committee,  the  necessity  for  the 
reference  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
did  not  seem  so  strong  as  it  was  before*  and 
the  position  was  thereby  materially  altered. 
It  has  been  said  by  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier that  the  President  of  the  bank  could 
petition  Parliament  if  he  had  any  grievance 
io  complain  about;  but  he  is  not  yet  in 
the  position  of  having  been  xmjustly  treated. 
The  fact  of  a  Bill  being  introduced  which 
threatens  him  is  not  a  grievance  upon 
which  he  can  petition,  and,  consequently,  it 
will  not  be  possible  for  him  to  petition  until  the 
Bill  has  been  passed,  when  it  will  be  too  late. 
The  Premier  says  he  will  withhold  the  Bill  from 
its  third  reading  for  a  sufficient  number  of  days 
to  allow  the  President,  or  any  other  officer  of 
the  bank  who  may  feel  himself  aggrieved,  to  be 
heard  either  at  the  bar  of  the  House  or  by  a 
•Committee  of  the  House.  But,  Sir,  it  is  not 
likely  that  any  official  of  the  bank  would  care 
to  enter  upon  a  defence  of  his  conduct  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  or  before  a  Committee,  or 
would  petition  Parliament,  until  the  Bill  has 
passed  through  every  stage  in  both  Chambers 
and  become  law ;  but  bear  in  mind  that  we 
shall,  many  days  before  then,  have  agreed  in 
•  Committee  what  is  the  exact  amount  of  com- 
pensation to  which  the  President  is  entitled. 
The  Premier  has  tried  to  convince  the  House 
that  there  was  no  distinct  issue  before  the 
'Committee  last  night.  It  has  been  pointed  out 
by  many  speakers  that  the  Premier  himself 
warned  the  less  experienced  members  of  this 
House  what  the  result  of  the  division  would  be, 
•and  there  oan  be  no  doubt  that  if  they  did  not 


understand  cne  significance  of  the  division  they 
ought  to  have  done  so ;  and  when  he  goes  further 
and  states  that  he  will  not  teJce  "  an  indication,** 
and  that  there  was  merely  a  motion  to  report 
progress,  I  ask,  what  are  we  debating  now  ?  Is 
it  not  a  motion  moved  by  the  Premier  himself 
that  this  House  shall  adjourn  until  half- past  five 
o'clock  as  **  an  indication "  that  the  **  indica* 
tion  '*  of  last  night  is  to  be  set  aside?  It  is  a  mo- 
tion on  similar  lines  to  that  carried  last  night ; 
that  is  what  the  Premier  has  put  before  the 
House.  That  there  must  have  been  a  compre- 
hensible issue  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the 
Premier  is  now  striving,  by  extraordinary 
means,  to  undo  that  issue.  If  it  was  simply 
a  question  of  reporting  progress  on  the  Bill 
the  Premier  would  have  been  absolutely  care- 
less as  to  the  result,  so  soon  as  the  question 
was  voted  on.  He  would  not  care  whether  we 
asserted  there  was  an  indication  or  whether  we 
did  not.  But  he  feels,  in  the  very  bottom  of 
his  heart,  that  there  was  a  strongly  expressed 
opinion  last  night — that  a  majority  of  the  House 
must  be  taken  to  have  given  an  intelligible 
vote  in  favour  of  remitting  the  President's  com- 
pensation to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee* 
There  is  nothing  in  the  argument  put  forward 
by  the  honourable  member  for  W^lington 
Suburbs,  that  he  was  sitting  out  in  the  library 
and  only  came  into  the  chamber  at  the  last 
moment.  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  very  frequently  away  from  his  place  in  this 
House. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  he  only  comes 
in  just  as  the  division-bell  rings.  On  many 
occasions  he  is  away  attending  to  journalistic 
work,  and  he  has  only  come  in  at  the  last 
moment.  We  know  that  when  a  man  has 
made  up  his  mind  upon  any  question  before 
the  House,  and  expressed  his  views  in  speech, 
he  might  just  as  well  go  and  study  in  the 
library  as  remain  uselessly  in  his  seat  in  this 
chamber ;  but  we  must  not  allow  it  to  be  put 
forward  as  an  argument  that  members  who 
come  into  the  House  and  take  part  in  a  division 
do  not  know  what  they  are  doing.  If  they  do 
not  know  what  they  are  doing,  it  is  their  duty 
to  know.  Surely  they  cannot  give  as  a  reason 
why  they  should  change  their  votes  from  last 
night  that  they  did  not  know  what  they  were 
then  doing.  The  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston,  Mr.  Pirani,  was,  I  think,  rather 
unfair  on  the  Premier — of  course,  he  withdrew 
it  afterwards — when  he  said  the  Premier  was 
not  sincere  in  his  desire  to  get  the  Bill  passed. 
I  cannot  blame  the  honourable  gentleman  for 
not  knowing  the  Premier's  attitude.  He  has 
been  the  victim  of  an  accident  which  we  all 
deplore,  and  which  prevented  him  from  taking 
his  place  in  this  House  this  session  until  last 
night.  But  if  he  had  been  able  to  be  here 
he  would  have  known  that  the  Premier  was 
particularly  anxious  to  pass  the  Bill — so 
anxious  indeed  £hat,  virtually,  he  said  he  did 
not  care  in  what  shape  the  Bill  was  passed  so 
long  as  we  gave  him  some  Bill.  Any  degree  of 
compensation,  any  number  of  directors  you 
like,  many  or  few,  elected  by  the  Legislature  or 
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nominated  by  the  Qoveroment ;  he  did  not  care 
a  fig  about  the  balance  of  power,  legislative  or 
administrative,  so  long  as  he  got  something  he 
could  call  a  Banking  Bill.  On  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmers  ton  might  have  had 
some  ground  for  suspicion  as  to  the  Premier's 
sincerity  about  this  particular  Bill ;  but  when 
repeatedly  he  told  us  he  does  not  care  in  what 
shape  the  Bill  goes  through  so  long  as  there  Is 
a  Bill,  even  if  it  contains  only  a  Short  Title,  it 
proves  a  sincere  desire  for  something.  I  hope 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  take  ray  remarks 
in  good  part,  but  that  is  how  the  Premier's 
sincerity  strikes  me.  Sir,  the  Minister  of 
Lands  took  up  an  attitude  which  is  taken  up 
perpetually  -by  Ministers,  and  which  for  my 
own  part  I  think  is  very  wrong.  He  said  the 
question  at  issue  was,  not  the  reference  of  a 
Bill  to  a  Committee,  but  whether  the  Premier 
or  those  gentlemen  opposite  were  to  manage 
this  House ;  and  the  Premier,  as  be  always  does 
nnder  such  circumstances,  loudly  exclaimed, 
"  Hear,  hear."  Parliament  is  drifting  into  an 
entirely  wrong  position.  The  theory  that  the 
Premier  is  to  manage  this  House  is  a  wrong 
theory  altogether. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  said.  "  Government 
business." 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No,  "  this  House."  I 
took  the  words  down  as  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
of  Lands  uttered  them,  and  I  do  not  think  I 
took  them  down  inaccurately.  Now,  there  is  this 
continual  incorrect  assumption  that  it  is  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  who  should  originate 
everything;  and  if  any  honourable  member, 
npon  any  subject  whatsoever,  happens  to  difier 
from  him,  he  is  obstructing  the  business,  he  is 
delaying  the  passage  of  this  Bill,  he  is  guilty  of 
conduct  which  will  bring  about  an  all-night 
sitting,  and  he  is  quite  wrong  in  holding  any 
view  of  his  own  if  it  happens  todififerfrom  that 
of  the  Premier.  I  disaigree  entirely  with  that 
conception  of  the  parliamentary  function.  The 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier  seems  to  me  to  be — as 
I  have  said  very  frequently — assuming  the  atti- 
tude of  a  dictator.  There  are  some  words 
written  by  A.  M.  R.  Gordon  — a  skit  upon 
William,  Emperor  of  Germany.  1  should  like 
to  quote  one  or  two  of  the  verses,  and  if  we 
substitute  the  words  "Premier"  and  **New 
Zealand  "  for  "  Kaiser  "  and  •*  Vaterland,"  we 
shall  arrive  at  a  very  correct  idea  of  the  view 
the  Premier  takes  of  his  own  position.  I  will 
not  read  the  whole  of  the  verses,  because  they 
are  rather  long,  but  I  will  read  the  two  at  the 
beginning  and  three  at  the  end,  and  I  think 
the  House  will  agree  with  me  that  they  are 
very  appropriate ;  and  if  we  read  "  The  Pre- 
mier auf  der  New  Zealand  "  for  "  Der  Kaiser 
auf  der  Vaterland  "  it  will  precisely  represent 
the  Premier's  view  of  his  own  position  : — 

Der  Premier  auf  der  New  Zealand 
Und  Gott  on  high  all  dings  gommaiid : 
Ve  two  I    Ach.  don'd  you  understand  ? 
Meinself— und  Qott ! 

He  reigns  in  heafen,  and  always  Bball, 
Und  mein  own  Embire  don'd  vas  sbmall ; 
Ein  noble  bafr,  I  dinks,  you  call 
MsiKSBiiT— and  Gott  1 
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And  then,  after  despising  his  enemies,  he- 
ooatinues, — 

But  dey  may  try  dot  leetle  game 
Und  make  der  breaks ;  but  all  der  same 
Dey  only  will  increase  der  fame 
Auf  MB— und  Gott  I 

In  dimes  auf  beace,  brebared  for  wars, 
I  bear  der  helm  und  sbear  auf  Mars, 
Und  care  nicht  for  ten  dousand  czars-— 
Meinsei^f— and  Gott ! 

In  short,  I  hamoar  efery  whim, 
Mit  aspect  dark  and  visage  grim ; 
Gott  pulls  mit  Me  and  I  mit  him— 
MEiNSEiiF— und  Gott  I 

Now,  that  is  the  attitude  of  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier.  He  is  for  all  the  world  an  imitator — 
a  poor  imitator  I  am  bound  to  confess — of  the 
Emperor  of  Germany.  He  thinks  himself  abso- 
lutely supreme,  a  controller  of  providence,  a 
regulator  of  earthquakes,  and  the  sole  judge  as 
to  the  appointment  of  charwomen.  I  should 
like  now  to  come  to  the  question  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  The  Premier  told  us  he 
had  made  a  reasonable  request,  which  was  re- 
fused, and  therefore  he  would  move  to  adjourn 
the  House  till  half-past  seven.  Now,  was  it 
a  reasonable  request  ?  And  had  he  any  right 
to  take  the  attitude  he  assumed  towards  the 
House  ?  The  Standing  Orders  provide  that  a 
certain  course  of  business  shall  be  followed  on 
each  sitting- day,  and  Wednesday  is  specially 
dedicated  for  the  consideration  of  Bills  intro- 
duced by  private  members.  Now,  this  being 
Wednesday,  the  Premier  has  no  rights,  and 
the  private  members  have  one  of  the  few  oppor- 
tunities which  come  during  the  session  to  push 
forward  Bills  they  or  their  constituents  are 
specially  interested  in ;  notwithstanding  which, 
the  Premier,  to  soothe  his  ruffled  vanity, 
demands  that  everybody  ebe's  business  shall 
be  put  on  one  side,  and  adds,  '*  If  you  do  not 
grant  my  reasonable  request  I  shall  not  allow 
you  to  do  private  members'  business  at  all.  . 
I  will  move  to  adjourn  the  House,  and  waste 
the  time  in  profitless  discussion."  Was  it  a 
reasonable  request?  I  say  it  was  distinctly 
most  unreasonable.  What  are  our  Stajiding 
Orders  for?  They  are  for  the  protection  of 
Parliament  against  the  domination  of  Ministers 
and  a  majority.  They  are  distinctly  framed 
with  the  specific  object  of  preventing  unex- 
pected motions  being  brought  belore  the 
House.  Under  Standing  Order  No.  74  it  is 
provided, — 

"Private  members'  motions  and  Bills  shall 
take  precedence  of  ail  Government  orders,  and 
orders  in  charge  of  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, on  Wednesdays  throughout  the  session.** 

It  is  all  very  well  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  say,  "  Oh,  I  am  prepared  to  give  you 
another  day,"  but  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man has  given  no  notice  of  it.  Until  I  came 
into  the  House  this  afternoon  at  about  a  quar- 
ter past  two  I  did  not  know  what  scheme  the 
Premier  intended  to  propose.  It  is  true  in  the 
morning  I  heard  vague  rumours  that  there 
were  going  to  be  "ructions"  of  some  kind  or 
other  when  the  House  met,  but  what  they 
were  going  to  be  I  did  not  know.  And  all  we 
oould  be  certain  of  was  that   the    corrected 
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Order  Paper  was  put  in  our  hands  just  as  the 
House  met,  purporting  to  show  that  the  ordi- 
nary oourse  of  business  was  to  be  prooeeded 
with.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  several  members 
of  the  House  had  engagements  that  they  could 
not  throw  over — members  of  the  Education 
Board,  who  were  away  from  their  places  in 
the  House,  not  wasting  time  or  disporting 
themselves,  but  aw^  on  public  business. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  were  paired. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL.— They  may  have  been 
paired  or  not :  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say ; 
but  it  may  be  said,  in  all  probability  with 
perfect  truth,  that  had  they  Known  that  the 
ordinary  business  was  to  be  interfered  with 
they  would  not  have  been  paired.  How  oould 
they,  not  knowing  what  Bills  or  questions 
would  come  on  for  discussion  ?  And  the  grava- 
men of  the  charge  against  the  Premier  is  that 
not  onoe  or  twice  but  constantly  he  is  refusing 
to  answer  questions  ;  he  misuses  the  Standing 
Orders  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  clearly 
ezprsssed  intentions  of  the  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  SEDDON.-— Questions  have  only  been 
postponed  onoe  this  session,  and  that  was  by 
arrangeoaent  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Ricoarton,  who  was  acting  leader  of  the 
Opposition. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Even  on  that  occasion 
1  understand  the  questions  were  postponed 
only  to  admit  of  the  passage  of  one  Bill,  and 
questions  were  then  to  be  brought  on,  but  the 
arrangement  was  not  adhered  to  by  the  Pre- 
mier ;  bat  there  is  no  doubt  of  this :  that  the 
questions  have  not  been  answered  on  half  a 
dozen  days  during  the  session.  1  am  only 
speaking  from  memory,  but  I  think  I  am  right 
In  saying  that  they  have  not  been  answered 
on  half  a  dozen  days  during  the  session.  And 
why  are  they  not  answered?  For  a  very 
good  reason.  The  Ministers  are  always  en- 
deavouring to  prevent  our  getting  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  grievances.  They  allow 
no  resolution  to  be  brought  on ;  no  notice  of 
motion  has  any  chance  of  being  discussed — in 
fact,  I  now  never  take  the  trouble  to  write  one 
out,  knowing  it  to  be  absolutely  futile  to  do 
so.  We  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the 
only  means  which  comes  within  our  grasp  of 
endeavouring  to  formulate  questions  to  elicit 
information  otherwise  denied  us,  but  which 
ought  to  be  freely  given  ;  because  I  venture  to 
say  the  business  of  the  country  is  not  only  that 
which  Ministers  choose  to  bring  before  the 
House,  but  private  members  ought  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  bringing  on  for  discussion  all 
questions  they  deem  useful.  At  any  rate,  we 
are  obliged  to  put  questions  on  the  Order  Paper, 
and  are  desirous  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  privi- 
lege of  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
so  that  if  the  answer  is  not  satisfactory  we 
shall  be  able  to  discuss  the  question,  which  by 
no  other  means  can  we  bring  under  the  con- 
sidecalion  of  the  House.  I  know  that  you.  Sir, 
have  ruled  that  Ministers  have  a  right  to  refuse 
to  answer  questions,  and,  therefore,  that  we 
have  no  right  to  put  them— a  ruling  I  have  my 
doabi  abont  The  result  is  that  until  there 
Me  sixty  or  seventy,  or  sometimes  a  hundred, 
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questions  on  the  Order  Paper  the  QoveromenI 
steadily  postpone  if  they  do  not  refuse  to 
answer  them,  and  when  these  questions  oome 
up  for  answer  and  consequent  discussion  the 
whole  afternoon  has  been  occupied,  with  the 
result  that  we  have  no  opportunity  whatever 
on  any  occasion  to  do  that  which  is  contem- 
plated by  our  Standing  Orders,  and  discuss  them 
if  the  answers  are  unsatisfactory.  I  may  be 
told  in  the  words  of  the  Premier  that  we  have 
refused  to  grant  him  a  reasonable  request.  I 
reply,  it  was  a  perfectly  unreasonable  request ; 
there  can  be  no  oause  shown  why  private  busi* 
ness  should  not  have  been  allowed  to  proceed 
to-day ;  and  that  is  what  ought  to  have  heen 
done.  The  Premier  would  appear  to  be  on  the 
horns  of  a  dilemma.  He  tells  us  that  last  night 
no  decision  was  arrived  at  as  to  sending  the 
Bank  Bill  to  the  Publio  Accounts  Committee. 
I  do  not  know  how  he  can  say  so,  bat  I  took 
his  words  down  as  he  uttered  them.  If  no 
decision  was  arrived  at,  by  what  right  does  he 
assert  that  it  is  a  reasonable  request  that  the 
whole  order  of  business  should  be  changed  to 
allow  him  to  bring  on  a  Bill  low  down  on 
the  Order  Paper,  which  plainly  ought  to  be  set 
down  for  committal  on  Friday  next  ?  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  position  is  so  serious  that 
he  considers,  on  a  vital  matter  of  Minis- 
terial business,  he  suffered  defeat  last  nighc, 
then  the  Government  have  no  right  to  remain 
on  the  Treasury  benches.  Either  they  were  de- 
feated or  not.  If  they  were  defeated  they  have 
no  right  to  remain  in  office,  because  they  must 
have  lacked  the  confidence  of  the  House;  or 
if  they  take  up  the  other  line,  and  say  there 
was  no  question  involving  their  position  at  all, 
by  what  right  do  they  ask  us  to  change  the 
whole  course  of  business  to  rehabilitate  them- 
selves? That  is  a  logical  inquiry.  Either  they 
received  a  defeat  which  was  so  great  that  they 
cannot  tolerate  it,  or  there  was  no  defeat  at  all. 
Why,  then,  interrupt  business?  But  I  claim 
that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  has  taken  up 
neither  position:  his  conduct  is  beyond  all 
bounds  or  precedent,  and  it  is  most  unreason- 
able to  ask  us  to  postpone  the  whole  of  the 
givate  members'  business;  and  I  think  the 
ouse  will  do  very  wrong  unless  it  steadily 
insists,  on  every  occasion,  that  the  Standing 
Orders  shall  be  used  for  the  protection  of 
members  of  Parliament  and  the  regulation  of 
our  procedure,  as  against  the  domination  of 
Ministers.  Instead  of  referring  to  these  Stand- 
ing Orders  on  all  occasions  to  safeguard  the 
methods  by  which  this  House  shall  be  ruled, 
there  is  a  practice  steadily  growing  into  com- 
mon use  of  permitting  the  Premier  to  assert 
that  the  conduct  of  business  in  the  House  rests 
solely  with  himself,  and  to  agree  with  him  wheti 
he  says,  '*I  insist  upon  this,  and  I  demand 
that,  and  I  expect  my  followers  to  vote  with 
me  on  all  occasions."  No  one  more  cordially 
admits  than  myself  how  essential  it  is  that 
there  should  be  party  government,  and  no 
member  more  than  myself  recognises  that  in 
many  instances  it  is  necessary  that  a  party 
vote  should  be  given,  and  private  views  snb- 
ordinated  to  party  discipline;  but  I  say  thai 
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\rhen  once  ihe  House  is  in  Oommittee  on  a 
Bill,  and  the  polioy  of  the  Bill  is  affirmed,  it  is 
necessary  that  party  disoipline  be  somewhat  re- 
lazed  and  individual  views  be  allowed  expres- 
sion. If  not  we  may  become  mere  automata — 
recording  angels,  to  register  what  Ministers  say. 
The  Government  had  no  right  to  make  this  a 
party  question  last  night  unless  they  intended 
to  stand  or  fall  by  the  issue.  And  if  they  chose 
to  make  it  a  party  question,  and  the  issae  went 
against  them,  I  say  it  is  now  too  late  to  recede 
itom  that  position.  Last  night  the  House 
decided  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  a  Gom- 
tiiittee ;  one  and  all  accepted  that  position,  and 
now  to  say  it  was  merely  a  division  in  Commit- 
tee that  we  could  take  no  particular  notice  of, 
is  to  set  aside  the  decision  of  the  House.  The 
House  must  reign,  and  not  Ministers,  if  you 
wish  to  perpetuate  proper  customs.  Well,  the 
House  decided  that  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  and  I  main- 
tain that  the  result  is  of  auoh  a  nature  that 
the  Government  must  take  the  conseq^uences  of 
it.  But  on  this  question  of  the  referring  of  the 
Bill  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  there 
oan  be  no  shadow  of  doubt  as  to  how  members 
voted  last  night ;  however  they  may  vote  to-day 
when  they  have  been  compelled  to  '*  swallow 
the  leek  " — possibly  under  compulsion^they 
may  vote  absolutely  differently  from  the  way 
they  voted  last  night.  All  members  who  know 
as  much  of  this  Bill  as  I  do,  and  sat  here 
from  half-past  two  in  the  afternoon  till  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  cannot  fail  to  be  im- 
pressed with  this  fact :  that  there  is  no  section 
of  the  House,  Ministers  or  private  members, 
who  voted  on  this  Bill  who  tliought  it  was  a 
desirable  one.  Without  referring  to  the  merits 
of  the  question —that  would  not  be  in  order — 
as  bbe  Bill  has  gone  so  far,  it  is  apparently 
essential  that  some  method  of  dealing  wich 
this  '.bank  question  should  be  taken ;  but 
during  the  whole  discussion  I  was  more  and 
more  convinced  tbat  the  Bill  was  unnecessary. 
I  say  its  provisions  are  absolutely  unjust,  inas- 
much as  we  are  asked  to  come  to  a  decision 
regarding  a  gentleman  upon  a  question  vital 
to  himself  without  any  inquiry  at  all  as  to 
the  facts  of  the  case.  It  is  of  no  use  appealing 
to  the  conmion-sense  of  members;  I  fear  it 
is  of  no  use  appealing  to  justice ;  but  I  say  that 
if  we  pass  this  Bill  we  shall  pass  a  clause 
in  it  which  casts  a  stigma  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  bank  without  giving  him  any  oppor- 
tunity of  refuting  the  innuendoes, — which  are 
worse  than  charges, — and  that  is  a  course  I  can- 
not mvself  conscientiously  follow.  I  do  feel 
that  when  you  come  to  a  question  which  affects 
the  personal  honour  of  a  man  a  party  vote 
ought  not  to  be  given ;  but  I  fear  that  in  this 
case  a  party  vote  will  be  given.  My  own  vivid 
impression  last  night  was  that  it  was  wrong  to 
pass  a  particular  clause  in  a  particular  Bill 
affecting  an  individual  when  the  accused  per- 
son had  no  opportunity  of  being  heard  before 
his  judges — we,  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives.  I  also  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment domination  should  no  longer  be  endured, 
And  the  representatives  of  the  people  should 
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have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the  history 
of  the  President,  whether  it  is  a  good  one  or 
a  bad  one,  and  thus  of  knowing  both  sides  of 
the  question.  We  should  not  allow  our  vote  to 
impose  a  penalty  on  a  man  who  has  not  had 
the  opportunity  of  being  heard.  It  is  useless 
to  tell  me  that  the  gentleman  in  question  is 
not  aggrieved.  There  can  be  no  douot  that  he 
does  feel  himself  aggrieved.  As  to  whether  he 
is  deserving  of  the  obloquy  that  has  been  sought 
to  be  cast  upon  him,  or  whether  he  is  deserv- 
ing of  oar  consideration,  I  express  no  opinion. 
I  prefer  to  defer  my  judgment  until  some 
evidence  is  brought  forward.  I  cannot  admit 
that  any  person  can  give  a  definite  vote  as 
to  what  compensation  should  be  given  to  the 
President  of  the  bank  until  such  time  as 
evidence  is  forthcoming  as  to  whether  his  con- 
duct since  he  has  been  President  has  been  good 
or  whether  it  has  been  the  opposite.  There  are 
several  other  matters  I  have  notes  upon,  but 
my  time  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  HERRIES  (Bay  of  Plenty).  — I  would 
like,  Sir,  before  the  division  takes  place,  to 
give  my  reasons  for  voting  against  the  motion 
for  the  adjournment.  The  Premier  has  hardly 
given  us  any  reason  why  the  adjournment 
should  take  place,  but  there  are  a  good 
many  reasons  why  it  'should  not  take  place. 
In  the  first  place,  the  Premier  is  anxious  to  go 
on  with  this  Bill,  and  he  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  from  half -past  two  p.m. 
until  half-past  seven  p.m.  I  think  ttiat  is  a 
curious  way  to  get  along  with  the  Bill,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  the  adjournment  had  not 
been  moved  we  should  have  been  able  to  get 
through  all  the  private  business  before  half- 
past  five  p.m.,  and  have  been  ready  at  half -past 
seven  to  start  the  Banking  Bill.  As  it  is  now, 
at  half- past  seven  p.m.  we  shall  not  be  any 
further  advanced;  we  shall  have  the  private 
business  in  front  of  us,  and  have  to  undertake 
the  Banking  Bill  in  the  small  hours  of  the 
morning,  and  when  every  one  will  be  in  a  bad 
temper  and  half  asleep.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  Suburbs  told  us  that  he 
made  some  mistake  in  voting  for  the  motion 
to  report  progress  this  morning,  and  thereby 
called  down  on  his  head  the  wrath  of  the  Pre- 
mier. But  these  mistakes  must  necessarily 
happen  in  consequence  of  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  moving  to  adjourn  the  House,  and  thus 
putting  off  discusRion  of  important  measures  to 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning.  Referring  to 
the  division  the  other  night,  every  one  seems 
to  have  their  own  ideas  as  to  what  happened. 
My  idea  is  that  we  were  certainly  voting  to 
give  Mr.  Watson  an  opportunity  of  beins 
heard.  I  do  not  know  wnether  it  was  stated 
that  the  matter  was  to  go  before  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee,  or  what  Committee  Mr. 
Watson  was  to  appear  before,  but  the  general 
impression  was  that  before  condemning  Mr. 
Watson  he  should  be  heard.  I  am  in  favour 
of  clause  6,  but  I  think  it  is  un-English  and 
improper  to  condemn  a  man  before  hearing 
what  he  has  to  say  in  his  defence. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived,  Mr. 
Spbaxxb  left  the  chair. 
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The  Honse  resumed  at  hidf-past  seven. 

Hr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  understand  now  that 
the  objections  which  were  raised  this  afternoon 
to  my  taking  the  course  which  I  proposed  in 
respeot  to  Bills  have  heen  waived,  and  in  that 
case  we  can  bring  up  the  Banking  Bill  to-night. 
I  understand  from  the  honourable  member 
<or  Patea  that  if  I  give  Friday  for  private 
members'  Bills  and  notices  of  motion  that  are 
•on  the  Order  Paper  for  to-day,  private  members 
will  waive  their  rights  to-day,  and  let  me  go  on 
with  the  Banking  Bill.  If  that  is  approved, 
then  the  House  will  have  given  me  that 
oourtesy  to  which,  I  think,  I  am  entitled  in 
eoonection  with  the  business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  ( AshburtonWI  may  say  I  am 

Suite  willing,  so  far  as  the  water-supply  Bill 
I  concerned,  to  agree  to  that  course.  I  am 
aozioas  to  get  the  Bill  through,  and  not  to 
have  it  blocked. 

Mr.  SEDDON— When  I  am  treated  with 
cooztesy,  and  am  able  to  give  any  assistance,  I 
am  always  willing  to  afford  it,  and  I  do  think 
that  the  other  matter  is  a  disturbing  element 
at  the  present  time,  and  it  would  be  in  the 
tntersets  of  members  and  the  conduct  of  the 
business  of  the  House  if  it  were  disposed  of  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— It  is  not  my  intention 
io  refuse  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Pre- 
mier. I  felt  it  my  duty  this  afternoon  to 
protest  against  what  I  believed  to  be  a  de- 
parture from  the  principles  of  our  Standing 
Orders,  and  the  Government  failed  to  afford,  as 
I  thought,  sufficient  reason  for  taking  away 
Wedne^ay  from  private  members  and  endea- 
vouring to  bring  on  certain  Government  busi- 
ness. I  am  always  anxious  to  avoid  obstruction 
of  business  or  any  kind  of  factious  opposition. 
I  simply  raised  a  protest  this  afternoon  against 
a  wrongful  innovation,  and  I  shall  not  now 
object  to  allowing  the  Banking  Bill  to  come 
on,  but  it  is  on  the  distinct  understanding  that 
we  create  no  precedent  thereby  for  any  other 
occasion.  If  any  similar  action  is  taken  by 
the  Government  in  the  future  I  shall  then  con- 
sider it  my  duty  to  endeavour  to  prevent  it 
being  carried  out.  Of  course,  I  understand  that 
next  Friday  is  to  be  given  for  private  mem- 
bers' business,  and  that  the  Order  Paper  will  be 
in  exactly  the  same  position  as  it  is  to-day. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  wish  that  to  be  the  case. 
I  must  take  the  responsibility  of  having  this 
afternoon  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
and  thereby  pr^udiced  private  members'  busi- 
ness and  notices  of  motion.  I  therefore  wish  it 
to  be  understood  that  we  shall  do  our  business 
on  Friday,  taking  the  notices  of  motion  and 
orders  of  the  day  just  as  they  would  have  been 
taken  under  ordfnary  ciroumstanoes  to-day.  I 
most  thank  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  for 
having  consented  to  the  course  I  have  now  pro- 
posed, and  I  do  not  think,  myself,  there  need 
be  the  least  fear  that  tbts  will  be  a  precedent, 
because  it  is  one  of  those  things  which  I  do  not 
tbink  will  ever  happen  again. 

Mr.  DUTHIB.— What  is  to  be  done  about 
^tnswering  questions?  Will  they  come  on  on 
Friday? 


Mr.  SEDDON.— They  will  come  on,  I  take 
it,  in  the  ordinary  course. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand,  if  leave  is 
granted  to  postpone  the  orders  of  she  day  from 
No.  1  to  No.  12  inclusively,  the  Order  Paper  for 
Friday  will  have  to-day's  notices  of  motion  first, 
to  be  considered  till  half-past  five,  and  then 
the  House  will  proceed  to  orders  of  the  day  for 
private  members*  Bills  that  will  be  postponed 
from  to-day  till  Friday. 

Orders  of  the  day,  by  leave,  postponed  till 
Friday,  and  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Baaok- 
ing  Bill  ordered  to  be  proceeded  with. 

m  OOlOilTTBB. 

OlauseC. — "The  directors  first  appointed 
and  elected  as  aforesaid  shall  take  office  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  thereupon 
the  following  events  shall  forthwith  ensae : — 
'*  (1.)  The  directors  then  previously  in  office 

shall  cease  to  hold  office. 
"  (2.)  The  office  of  the  President  of  the  Bank 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  abolished,  and 
the  President  shall  cease  to  hold  that 
office :  * 

**  Provided  nevertheless  as  follows, 
that  is  to  say  : — 

<*  (a.)  Within  one  month  after  the 
abolition  of  his  office  the  Board  shall 
dffer  him,  without  prejudice,  a  sum 
equal  to  one  year's  salary  in  full 
satisfaction  of  any  right  or  claim  he 
may  have  against  the  colony  or  the 
Bank  for  damages  or  compensation 
for  loss  of  office. 

*'  (b,)  If  he  declines  to  accept  such 
offer  he  may,  within  three  months 
after  the  abolition  of  his  office,  but 
not  later,  institute  proceedings  in 
any  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction 
against  the  Bank  to  recover  damages 
for  wrongful  removal  from  office. 

**  (e.)  For  the  purposes  of  such  pro- 
ceedings he  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
been  appointed  to  his  office  by  the 
Bank  instead  of  by  the  Governor  in 
Council,  and  to  have  been  removed 
from  office  by  the  Bank  instead  of  by 
this  Act. 

'*  (d.)  In  such  proceedings  the  Bank 
shall  be  entitled  to  set  up  any  defence 
that  would  be  available  in  an  action 
for  damages  for  wrongful  dismissal. 

**  (e.)  The  amount  of  damages  and 
costs,  if  any,  awarded  to  him  by  final 
judgment  in  such  proceedings  shall 
oe  paid  by  the  Bank. 

*'  (f.)  Subject  to  and  without  dero- 
gating from  the  foregoing  provisions, 
nothing  hereinbefore  contained  shall 
be  construed  as  an  admission  or  re- 
cognition that  he  has  anv  right  or 
claim  to  compensation  or  aamages  as 
against  the  Bank,  and  in  no  case 
shall  he  have  any  such  right  or  claim 
as  against  Her  Majesty." 
Mr.  ROLLESTON  moved  to  report  progress. 
The  Committee  divided. 
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Ayes,  21. 

BoUard 

Lewis 

RoUeston 

Buohanan 

McGuire 

BuBsell 

Carson 

Mackenzie,  M 

.  Thomson,  J.  W 

DuUiia 

MoEenzie,  R. 

Wright. 

Hunter 

McLean 

TeUen. 

KeUy 

Moore 

Fraser 

Letbbridge 

Pirani 
Noes,  89. 

Massey. 

Allen,  B.  G. 

Lawry 

Smith 

Oadman 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Camcroes 

McNab 

Steward 

Crowtfaer 

Meredith 

Symes 

DaDoan 

Millar 

Tanner 

Flatman 

Monk 

Taylor 

Gilfedder 

Montgomery 

Thompson,  R. 

Graham 

Morrison 

Thompson,  T. 

HaU-Jones 

O'Meara 

Ward 

Hogg 

O'Began 

Wilson. 

Holland 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Houston 

Fere 

McGU)wan 

Joyoe 

Seddon 

Mills. 

Kaihaa 

Paibs. 

For, 

Against. 

Herries 

Field 

Hutchison,  G.            Fisher 

Sligo 

Lamach 

Wason. 

OarroU. 

Majority  against,  18. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  insert,  in  subsec- 
tion (2),  after  **  office,"  in  second  line :  "  and 
all  references  to  him,  his  office,  or  functions, 
contained  in  'The  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
Share  Guarantee  Act,  1894,'  or  any  amend- 
ment thereof  other  than  this  Act,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  repealed." 

Agreed  to. 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved  to  insert  after 
the  word  **  nevertheless,"  in  subsection  f2),  the 
following  words :  "  he  shall  be  paid  sucn  com- 
pensation for  loss  of  office  as  he  shall  be  found 
entitled  to  by  a  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction 
as  hereinafter  provided." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  be  inserted." 


Atbs,  18. 


Bollard 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Carson 

Henries 

Hutoheson,  J. 

Lang 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Crowther 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Holland 


McGuire 

Russell 

Mackenzie,  M 

Taylor 

McLean 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Massey 

Tsllers, 

Morrison 

Duthie 

RoUeston 

Lethbridge. 

Nobs  89 

Houston 

Millar 

Joyce 

Mills 

Kaihau 

Monk 

Kelly 

Montgomery 

Lawry 

O'Meara 

McGowan 

O'Regan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Parata 

McNab  1 

Pcre 

Meredith 

Pixanl 

Seddon 

Smith 

Stevens 

Steward 

Symes 


Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 


Wilson. 

TsVUts. 
Duncan 
Gilfedder. 


For, 
Hutchison,  G. 
Moore 
Sligo 
Wright. 


Paibs. 


Against, 
Fisher 
Field 
Lamach 
Carroll. 


Majority  against,  21. 

Words  notjnserted. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved.  That  in  paragraph  (a)» 
the  words  "  one  year's  "  be  struck  out,  with  e^ 
view  to  inserting  the  words  **  two  years'." 

Mr.  CARSON  moved,  That  the  whole  of 
paragraph  (a),  and  the  first  line  of  paragraph. 
(b)  down  to  the  word  **  may,"  be  struck  out. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  *  one  year's '  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Ayes,  21. 
Brown  Herries  Taylor 

Cadman  Hogg  Thompson,  B. 

Carson  Holland  Thompson,  T. 

Crowther  'Hutchison,  G.  Thomson,  J.  W* 

Duncan  Lang  Tellers, 

Flatman  McKenzie,  J.    McGowan 

Graham  Symes  Meredith. 

Hall-Jones 


Allen,  E.  G. 

Bollard 

Buchanan 

Carncross 

Fisher 

Fraser 

Gilfedder 

Houston 

Hunter 

Hutcheson,  J. 

Joyce 

Kaihau 


Noes,  35. 
Lawry 
Lethbridge 
Lewis 

Mackenzie,  M. 
McLean 
Massey 
Montgomery 
Moore 
Morrison 
O'Meara 
O'Regan 
Parata 


RoUeston 

Russell 

Smith 

Stevens 

Steward 

Tanner 

Ward 

Wason 

Wilson. 

Tellers, 
MUlar 
Mills. 


Majority  against,  14. 

Words  struck  out. 

The    Committee    divided    on  the  question,, 

That  the  words  *  two  years' '  be  inserted." 

Ayes,  87. 

wry 

bhbridg 

evis 

>ckenzi< 

Nab 

jssey 

liar 

lis 

»ore 

irrison 

^eara 

rata 

Ileston 

Noes,  22 

Brown  Flatman  Herries 

Crowther  Graham  Hogg  i 

Duncan  Hall- Jones  Holland 


Allen.  E.  G. 

Lawry 

Russell 

Bollard 

Lethbridge 

Smith 

Buchanan 

Lewis 

Stevens 

Cadman 

Mackenzie,  M 

Steward 

Carncross 

McNab 

Tanner 

Fisher 

Massey 

Thompeon,  T. 

Fraser 

Millar 

Ward 

Gilfedder 

Mills 

Wason 

Houston 

Moore 

WUson. 

Hunter 

Morrison 

Hutcheson,  J. 

O'Meara 

Tellers, 

Joyce 

Parata 

Montgomery 

Kaihau 

RoUeston 

O'Regan. 
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Thomaon,  J.  W. 


^ADg  Monk 

MoOowan  Seddon 

KoEenzie,  J.  Symes  TelUrs. 

MoLean  Taylor  Oarson 

^exedith  Thompson,  B.    Hatchison,  Q. 

Majority  for,  15. 

Words  inserted,  and  claase  agreed  to  as  far 
as  end  of  paragraph  (a). 

Progress  repotted. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  one 
o'olock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE    COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  28th  July,  1898, 


Third   Beadings— Mr-  Spooner— Vaccination— Fish- 
eries Conservation  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbikibb  took  the  ohair  at 
half-past  two  o'olook. 

Pbatkbs. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Shorthand    Reporters   Bill,    Official    Docu- 
ments Evidence  Bill. 

MR.  SPOONER. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  brought  up  the 
tfollowing  report  from  the  Reporting  Debates 
Committee : — 

**  The  Reporting  Debates  Committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  omission  from  Hansard  of  the 
division-list  on  the  motion  made  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Jones,  on  the  22nd  instant,  relative  to  the 
'«aBe  of  one  Spooner,  of  Auckland,  have  the 
honour  to  report  that,  after  hearing  the  expla- 
nation of  Mr.  Gray,  Chief  of  the  Hansard  Staff, 
and  Mr.  Marks,  Supervis9r  of  Hansard,  they 
are  satisfied  that  the  omission  of  the  division- 
list  was  purely  accidental.  They  recommend 
^lat  the  said  omission  from  Hansard  be  recti- 
fied by  inserting  the  said  division-list  after  the 
remarks  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jennings  ou  the 
^th  instant." 

Report  received,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

VACCINATION. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— Sir,  I  desire  to 
move  the  motion  standing  in  my  name :  *<  That 
4he  Oovemment  he  requested  to  amend  the  Vac- 
■dnaticn  Act  of  1863  in  the  direction  that  its 
protMons  shall  not  be  compulsory;  and  that 
the  activity  manifested  of  late  by  various  re- 
sponsible officers  in  summoning  citisens  of  this 
■colony  he  curtailed,  so  that  the  conscientious  ob- 
.fsction  of  parents  may  be  considered  by  the  pre- 
sent Parliament"  Sir,  I  wish  to  say  at  once 
that  it  is  in  no  light  spirit  I  have  undertaken 
ihe  responsibility  of  interfering  with  a  law  that 
has  been  passed,  presumably,  for  the  protection 
of  oar  race  against  a  loathsome  complaint.  I 
•am  conscious  of  the  fact  that  one  who 
nndert€kke8  to  stand  «p  against  compulsory 
vaooinatton  is  looked  upon  as  a  *'  febddist  ** 
of  a  very  dangerous  type ;  and  I  distinctly 
vemember    the    feeling  of    dismay    amongst 


several  honourable  members  of  the  Council 
when  I  spoke  in  this  Chamber  four  years  ago 
against  compulsory  vaccination  being  enforced 
in  this  colony.  To  me  it  has  always  appeared 
a  monstrous  thing  that  citizens  should  be 
penalised  and  punished  for  daring  to  think  for 
themselves  in  connection  with  this  matter.  I 
do  not  wish  to  set  up  my  opinion  against  that 
of  medical  gentlemen  who  are  better  qualified 
to  speak  in  connection  with  the  subject,  but  it 
is  ouite  possible  they  may  be  mistaken  in 
taking  up  an  attitude  in  favour  of  compulsory 
vaccination  in  this  colony.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  medical  gentlemen  in  this  colony  who 
I  know  are  not  in  favour  of  the  compulsory 
clause.  As  one  who  has  given  more  than  a 
slight  attention  to  the  subject,  I  am  compelled 
to  say  that  misgivings  entered  my  mind  about 
the  efficacy  of  a  single  vaccination  in  infancy 
securing  •lifelong  freedom  from  small-pox  from 
the  knowledge  I  have  gained  that  Continental 
medical  men  are  convinced  that  vaccination,  to 
be  of  any  use  %t  all,  must  be  brought  into  force 
on  human  beings  every  seven  or  ten  years, 
some  even  declaring  in  favour  of  annual  in- 
oculation. The  investigation  of  Continental 
medical  men  has  altogether  shattered  the  be- 
lief and  doctrine  of  Jenner,  the  supposed 
introducer  of  the  system,  who  held  that  one 
vaccination  was  sufficient  to  allow  a  child  im- 
munity from  small- pox  disease  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Sir,  I  am  fully  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  this  subject  is  one  that  does 
really  require  a  good  deal  of  consideration,  and 
it  was  with  no  little  trepidation  that  I  ventured 
to  put  the  notice  on  the  Order  Paper.  How- 
ever, the  more  I  have  read  in  connection 
with  this  subject,  and  the  more  I  have 
looked  into  the  reports  of  the  British  Royal 
Commission  that  are  in  the  library  of  this 
House,  the  more  I  am  sincerely  persuaded 
that  compulsory  vaccination  does  not  pro- 
duce the  results  that  many  of  its  advo- 
cates believe.  One  proof  that  frequently 
medical  men  of  the  highest  qualifications  are 
mistaken  as  to  what  really  is  small-pox  is 
apparent  from  the  fact  that  when  there  was 
a  slight  epidemic  of  small-pox  in  London,  so 
recently  as  1892,  no  less  than  10  per  cent,  of 
the  cases  sent  to  the  small-pox  hospitals  proved, 
on  arrival  there,  not  to  be  small-pox  cases  at 
all.  One  of  the  gravest  objections  I  have  to 
compulsoi7  vaccination  is  this :  that,  though  I 
do  not  wish  to  attribute  the  high  infant  mor- 
tality that  exists  in  this  colony  altogether  to 
vaccination,  one  must  come  to  a  conclusion 
that  to  inflict  an  operation  of  this  kind  on 
infants  at  that  period  of  their  life,  when 
there  are  so  many  causes  operating  against 
them,  and  also  irrespective  of  constitution  or 
other  special  conditions,  must  be  not  only  Iniu- 
dioious  but  highly  dangerous.  It  is  a  terrible 
thing  to  inflict  a  disease— for  that,  logically, 
is  what  vaccination  means— on  infants  whose 
chance  of  life  is  at  best  a  precarious  one.  It 
might  fairly  be  asked  by  honourable  members 
whether  there  is  any  wide  feeling  against  com- 
pulsory vaccination  in  this  colony.  Well,  al- 
though on  searching  most  of  the  papers  I  find 
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this  notice  of  motion  now  before  the  Council 
has  only  appeared  in  a  few  papers,  notwith- 
standing the  want  of  publicity  I  have  letters 
and  telegrams  from  all  parts  of  the  colony 
wishing  me  success  in  my  action.  To  my  mind 
this  fact  is  evidence  that  there  is  a  very  strong 
desire  on  the  part  of  many  people  in  this  colony 
that  the  compulsory  clause  snould  be  eliminated 
from  the  Act  of  1868. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOl^ES.— From  medical  men  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— No.  I  may  say 
there  is  one  from  a  resident  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  district.  The  letters  and  telegrams 
are  from  people  who  hold  the  view  that  com- 

Pulsion  is  not  at  all  necessary  in  this  colony, 
here  are  also  in  various  parts  of  New  Zealand 
anti- vaccination  societies;  and  I  am  quite 
certain  there  are  hundreds  in  this  colony  who 
are  honestly  persuaded  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
risk  to  their  children,  and,  though  they  may  be 
mistaken,  their  fears  of  the  results  of  ibocula- 
tion  are  deserving  of  all  consideration  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  colony.  I  am  well  aware 
that  the  medical  profession  have,  throughout 
the  Boyal  Commission  that  was  investigat- 
ing the  subject  in  England,  been  very  divided 
in  their  opinions.  Some  of  the  most  forward 
and  eminent  medical  men  in  England — Dr. 
Edgar  March  Crookshank,  author  of  "  Manual 
of  Bacteriology,"  &c. ;  Dr.  W.  J.  Collins,  author 
of  "  Specificity  and  Evolution  in  Disease,'*  &c. ; 
Dr.  Charles  Creighton,  author  of  *'  Bovine  Tti- 
berculosis  in  Man,"  &c.— are  the  strongest  op- 
ponents of  vaccination  in  its  present  form. 
There  is  also  going  on  here  in  Wellington  a 
newspaper  controversy  between  medicsl  men 
as  to  the  advisability  of  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion in  this  colony.  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the 
Council  that  in  the  United  States  the  vaccina- 
tion of  infants  has  never  been  compulsory. 
A  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of 
New  York  in  1894  deprived  the  Health  Com- 
missioners of  the  powers  they  claimed  to  en- 
force vaccination  or  revaccinaticn.  In  Switzer- 
land, by  the  referendum  that  was  taken  in  1882 
the  largest  majority  ever  recorded  was  that 
against  the  federal  laws  of  vaccination.  In 
Germany,  which  is  considered  a  State-ridden 
country,  a  very  strong  feeling  has  arisen  against 
compulsory  vaccination — so  much  so  that 
even  the  Emperor  of  Germany  himself  will 
under  no  consideration  allow  his  children  to 
be  vaccinated.  Canada,  Queensland,  and  New 
South  Wales  have  never  had  the  compulsory 
clause  in  their  statutes.  Tasmania,  within 
quite  a  recent  date,  has  repealed  the  com- 
pulsory clause.  Sir,  I  think  one  of  the  greatest 
objections  in  the  minds  of  parents  in  this  colony 
to  compulsory  vaccination  is  owing  to  what  is 
termed  **  arm -to -arm  vaccination";  and  it 
seems  a  reasonable  ground  for  objection.  Many 
medical  men  themselves,  in  the  British  Royal 
Commission  Report  that  has  been  mentioned, 
give  innumerable  instances  of  the  transmission 
of  disease  owing  to  arm- to- arm  vaccination. 
Jtnner  himself  was  alarmed  at  the  severe 
efTects  produced  by  cow-pox  in  cases  that  he 
hsd  inoculated,  in  the  case  of  a  healthy 
child' belonging,  say,  to  Smith  that  has  been 
Hon.  Mr,  J&nfiings 


vaccinated  from  the  lymph  taken  from  the  arm 
of  a  child  belonging  to  Brown,  it  has  been, 
proved  conclusively  that  disease  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  healthy  child.  Dr.  Creighton^ 
in  his  book  on  "Cow-pox  and  Vaccinal 
Syphilis,"  was  forced  to  the  conclusion  that- 
syphilitic  symptoms  are  part  and  parcel 
of  cow-pox  itself,  and  is  bound  to  indicaid 
its  presence  if  it  is  inoculated  in  its  natural 
strength.  That  is  the  fear  that  is  in  the 
minds  of  many  parents  in  this  colony,  and  it 
is  only  in  consequence  of  the  compulsory  clause 
that  they  submit  their  children  to  vaccination ; : 
but  there  are  some  people  in  this  colony  who- 
are  prepared  to  pav  heavy  fines,  and  even  to  go 
to  prison,  sooner  than  that  their  children  shall 
be  subjected  to  such  terrible  risks.  The  Royal 
Commission  that  was  set  up  in  England  in 
1889,  and  which  only  concluded  its  laboura 
within  the  past  six  months,  was  composed  of 
some  of  the  most  forward  men  of  the  medical 
profession  in  England,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  believers  in  vaccination.  They  have  not 
hurriedly  come  to  a  conclusion  in  regard  to- 
this  vexed  question.  They  took  eight  years  in 
patient  investigation  of  the  question  before  they 
submitted  their  report,  which  is  in  the  direc- 
tion that  compulsion  is  not  necessary,  and  that 
prosecutions  ought  to  cease.  The  JBritish  Go- 
vernment has  now,  as  honourable  members 
may  have  noticed  by  a  recent  cablegram,  de- 
cided to  abolish  the  compulsory  clause.  If 
that  conclusion  has  been  arrived  at  in  Britain,. 
Where  the  danger  of  small -pox  is  greater 
than  in  this  colony,  our  Legislature  should 
have  no  hesitation  in  repealing  the  compul- 
sory clause.  We  have  not  got  a  oongosted 
population;  the  crowding-together  of  persons 
in  one  building  is  not  nearly  so  marked 
as  in  the  big  cities  at  Home.  We  have  also 
this  advantage:  that  should  small-pox  break 
out  in  this  colony  there  are  many  places  here 
suitable,  such  as  our  quarantine- stations,  for 
isolation.  I  can  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
I  believe  the  Legislature  of  this  colony  would 
be  doing  that  which  is  right  in  the  minds  of 
many  people  by  repealing  the  compulsory 
clause.  Those  who  believe  in  vaccination,  and 
that  it  will  do  them  good— by  all  means  let 
them  have  it;  but  let  it  not  be  made  com- 
pulsory with  those  who  have  a  conscientious 
or  common -sen  66  objection  to  it.  The  motion 
that  I  have  moved  has  been  very  carefully 
worded.  It  is  that  the  Government  should 
consider  the  question,  and  that  the  activity 
that  has  been  manifested  of  late  in  issuing, 
papers  from  the  various  departments  should  be 
curtailed.  I  do  not  ask  that  the  question  shall 
be  settled  hurriedly.  I  believe  that  an  ex- 
pression from  Parliament  will  do  good,  and 
that  any  discussion  of  the  subject  will  do  good. 
I  would  ask  the  Government  to  carefully  take 
the  latter  part  of  the  motion  into  consideration 
at  once.  There  are  many  now  who  have  **  bits 
of  blue  paper  "  in  their  possession,  and  if  they 
do  not  ccmply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Aot 
they  are  to  he  summoned  forthwith,  and  heavy 
penalties  perhaps  inflicted  on  them.  Sir,  I  beg. 
to  move  the  motion  standing  in  my  name. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKEB.— I  am  sorry 
to  aay  that  I  have  not  yet  come  across  any  one 
who  could  convince  me  that  either  vaccination 
in  iteell  was  not  a  proper  precaution  for  any 
oommnnity  to  adopt  or  that  compulsion  in 
seierence  to  it  was  a  hardship  or  injustice  to 
any  one.  The  common  danger  must  be  the 
eKoofle  for  compelling  individual  caprice,  and  I 
oan  only  explain  to  myself  the  eccentricities, 
as  they  seem  to  me,  of  some  people  on  this 
sabjeot  by  the  fact  that  Dr.  Jenner's  dis- 
ooveiy  virtually  stamped  out  small-pox,  and 
people  have  grown  up  who  cannot  now 
appreciate  the  dangers  from  which  Dr. 
Jenner  has  freed  humanity.  That  really,  I 
believe,  is  the  whole  difference  between  the 
poeition  now  and  what  it  was  in  years  gone 
by.  Who  now  sees  persons  in  the  commun- 
is with  their  faces  marked  and  obliterated 
almost  beyond  recognition  from  small -pox? 
Kobody  does  so  now,  but  I  can  well  remember, 
and  many  members  of  the  Oounoil  must  very 
wall  reeolleot,  that  in  the  days  of  their  youth 
there  were  scores  of  people  to  be  met  every  day 
in  the  streets  whose  faces  were  destroyed  by  the 
savages  of  smalUpox ;  and  yet  those  whose  coun- 
tenances were  in  this  condition  bore  no  propor- 
tioii  to  the  numbers  who  died  in  consequence 
of  the  attacks  of  this  disease.  I  quite  admit 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  says:  that 
there  is  a  scientific  distinction  between  the 
merits  of  vaccination  by  calf-lymph  and  vac- 
oination  from  arm  to  arm.  I  think  it  is  pretty 
well  recognised  that '  the  only  satisfactory 
system  of  vaccination  is  from  calf -lymph, 
Imt  still,  at  the  same  time,  lots  of  us  have  been 
vaooinated  from  the  arm,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  we  are  any  the  worse  for  it ;  and  that  the 
practice  has  produced  an  appreciable  number 
of  results  which  can  be  condemned  oan  hardly 
be  admitted.  But  I  admit  that  scientifically 
there  may  be  danger  of  inoculation  from 
a  bad  strain  and  an  unhealthy  constitution 
in  the  case  of  arm-to- arm  vaccination  ;  but  I 
think,  so  far  as  the  State  vaccination  goes  to- 
day, the  State  cultivates  calf -lymph,  and 
supplies  calf-lymph,  and  therefore  that  griev- 
aaoe,  whatever  its  value,  has  absolutely  dis- 
appeared. I  do  not  know  that  the  question  is 
▼ety  aoute  in  this  community.  Our  vaccina- 
UoDM  are  spasmodic.  Oocasionally  there  is  a 
little  mora  activity  amongst  the  officials  in 
cetting  vaccinations  successfully  performed, 
bat  I,  for  one,  cannot  recognise  that  there  is 
any  hardship  on  the  individual,  or  any  one  else, 
in  having  vaccination  made  as  general  as 
poeaiUe.  Of  oourse,  if  the  Legislature  thinks 
there  is  any  hardship  in  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion it  is  right  to  consider  the  position,  but  I 
am  not  prepared  at  the  present  moment  to 
admit  that  tnere  is  any  danger,  or  any  reason 
why  onr  present  system  should  be  departed 
froon* 

The  Hod.  Mr.  JENNINGS.--May  I  ask  my 
honoorafaie  friend  if  he  speaks  the  mind  of  the 
QoTemment? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKEB.— So  long  as 
I  speak  from  this  bench  I  do. 

3%e  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— Sir,  we  find  opinions 


continually  cropping  up  here  and  there  that  this 
system  of  compulsory  vaccination  is  unfair. 
I  have  given  some  attention  to  this  question, 
and  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  that  there  was 
any  justification  for  the  argument.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  general  sum  of  our  experience 
in  the  past  in  reference  to  this  question  is  in 
favour  of  some  form  of  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion ;  and  if  there  is  to  be  any  system  of  vacci- 
nation at  all,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  effective 
it  must  be  compulsory.  Of  course  we  know 
that  the  high  standard  of  living  now  current 
amongst  the  people,  and  the  greater  attention 
now  paid  to  the  laws '^  of  sanitation,  has  no 
doubt  reduced  this  disease  of  small-pox  far 
below  what  it  was  in  past  times,  independent 
of  any  vaccination ;  but  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied 
that  it  would  be  a  judicious  thing  for  us  to 
do  away  with  compulsory  vcMoination.  At  the 
same  time  I  am  willing  to  admit  we  frequently 
hear  of  men— sometimes  eminent  medical 
authorities  —  stating  it  could  be  done  away 
with.  Well,  I  do  not  think  the  Connotl  should 
pass  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it  should  or 
should  not  be  done  away  with.  It  appears  to 
me  that  we  should  have  the  opinion  of  medical 
authorities  before  we  come  to  any  decision,  and 
with  that  view  I  would  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jennings's  motion,  That 
all  the  words  after  the  words  "  reqiiested  to  '*  be 
struck  out,  and  that  the  following  be  inserted  in 
lieu  thereof:  **  appoint  a  Commissum  of  medical 
experts  to  consider  and  report  on  the  question  of 
compulsory  vaccination  in  its  relation  to  the 
health  of  the  people"  I  think  if  that  were  done 
and  we  had  such  a  report  before  us  we  would 
have  some  grounds  for  coming  to  a  decision  on 
this  point.  In  the  absence  of  such  a  report  I 
think  it  would  be  very  injudicious  for  us  to 
express  an  opinion.    I  move  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PINKEBTON.— Sir,  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  or  two  in  support  of  this  motion,  and 
in  doing  so  I  would  state,  to  begin  with,  that 
the  objection  which  the  Minister  has  expressed 
towards  it — that  is,  that  you  do  not  see  the 
pock-marked  faces  now  that  you  saw  many- 
years  ago— is  perfectly  true;  but  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Minister  will  affirm  that  that 
has  been  brought  about  by  vaccination.  Sir, 
you  may  as  well  say  you  do  not  see  the  cases 
of  cholera,  and  scarlet-fever,  and  all  those 
things  which  we  had  many  years  ago.  And  I 
have  no  doubt  that  what  has  reduced  these  ill- 
nesses he^  also  had  a  very  large  influence  in 
dealing  with  small-pox.  While  vaccination  maj 
have — and  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  that  it 
has— to  some  extent  reduced  the  evil,  has  it 
not,  having  reduced  the  one  evil,  created  a 
great  many  more  evils  we  know  nothing  about  ? 
—at  any  rate,  that  have  not  come  prominency 
under  our  notice,  but  which,  we  have  good 
reason  to  believe,  have  been  the  result  of  vaoci- 
n  ation.  The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Hon . 
Mr.  Bolt,  I  think,  goes  entirely  in  the  wrong  di- 
rection. We  may  as  well  take  a  firm  of  lawyers 
and  ask  them  to  deal  with  laws  whereby  perhaps 
their  own  profits  would  be  affected.  I  think. 
Sir,  it  is  altogether  a  wrong  position  to  say  that 
medioal  men  shall  inquire  into  a  question 
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wbioh  involves  doing  away  with  a  considerable 
portion  of  their  work.  I  am  not  going  to  state 
they  are  worse  than  other  people,  or  that  they 
are  greedier  than  other  people,  but,  still,  they 
are  human — ^they  are  only  mortals  after  all. 
Then,  if  it  be  admitted— and  I  think  it  must  be 
admitted — that  many  diseases  have  been  trans- 
mitted by  vaccination,  and  even  if  the  vaccine 
was  from  the  animal — calf  or  cow  or  whatever 
it  comes  from — is  it  not  possible  that  diseases 
can  be  transmitted  from  a  calf  and  cow  as  well 
as  a  human  being  ?  I  dare  say  there  is  less 
danger  from  that  source  than  from  humanised 
vaccine,  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  danger  is 
there.  I  will  tell  honourable  members  one 
little  incident  that  happened  in  Wellington  on 
Monday  last.  I  am  sorry  that  at  that  time  I 
had  no  idea  this  question  was  coming  forward, 
or  I  would  have  got  the  particulars  more 
fully  than  I  did.  I  met  a  young  married 
woman  and  she  was  in  mourning.  She 
told  me  she  had  lost  two  children,  one  who 
was  a  few  years  old  and  the  other  a  baby.  I 
said,  "  What  was  the  matter  ?  "  She  said, 
"Vaccination  killed  my  baby.*'  I  asked  her 
how  she  arrived  at  that  conclusion,  and  she 
said,  "  On  the  morning  of  the  day  the  child  was 
vaccinated  it  was  to  all  appearances  perfectly 
healthy.  It  had  been  in  the  best  of  health 
from  the  day  of  its  birth.  It  was  vaccinated 
during  the  day  and  it  died  at  night.  Death 
was  supposed  to  be  the  result  of  the  vaccination 
and  blood-poisoning."  I  am  only  sorry  I  did 
not  go  more  fully  into  the  question  and  inquire 
who  the  vaccinator  was,  and  the  date  of  the 
vaccination.  It  was  done  quite  recently,  at  any 
rate.  I  said,  "  Why  did  you  not  take  care  to 
get  pure  calf-lymph?"  She  said,  "I  did  ask 
for  tnat  to  be  done,  and  the  only  reason  I  can 
think  of,  in  fact,  is  that  the  instruments  must 
have  been  dirty."  It  may  be  argued  that  that 
is  not  a  case  against  vaccination ;  it  is  a  case  of 
carelessness,  which  should  not  be  tolerated. 
But  the  persons  whose  children  have  to  be  vac- 
cinated have  got  to  ^un  these  risks.  There  is 
a  case  before  the  Oourt  now  in  regard  to  a  vac- 
cination case,  but  which  way  it  will  go  I  do 
not  know.  But  as  to  this  lady  who  spoke  to 
me  on  Monday,  I  have  known  her  and  her  hus- 
band for  many  years.  They  are  healthy  people 
and  well-to-do  people — and  when  I  say  well-to- 
do  people  I  mean  industrious  people— and  I 
am  quite  sure  that  nothing  in  their  constitu- 
tion, at  any  rate,  caused  the  death  of  that 
child  —  from  perfect  health  that  morning, 
apparently,  to  death  that  day.  Now,  if  we  can 
pomt  to  but  one  case  of  that  kind,  it  surely  is 
enough  to  make  us  pause  before  we  seek  to 
enforce  a  thing. that  will  kill  even  one  child  in 
the  community.  It  has  been  said,  and  it  is 
true,  that  many  persons  will  rather  go  to  prison 
than  have  their  children  vaccinated.  There 
w^  a  case  in  Dunedin  not  long  ago  where  the 
person  was  summoned  the  second  time,  and  he 
has  given  it  straight  out  that  rather  than  have 
his  children  vaccinated  he  is  content  to  go  to 
prison ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are 
many  more  of  the  same  mind.  Why  should  we 
act  in  that  way  ?  Why  should  the  mother  or 
Hon.  Mr,  Pinkerton 


the  father  of  a  child  be  compelled  to  hand 
over  their  child  to  what  may  be  the  means  of 
death,  or  of  contracting  a  loathsome  disease  7 
Sir,  I  shall  support  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Sir,  I  shall  sup- 
port the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt,  and 
for  this  reason :  I  quite  sympathize  with  the 
motives  which  induce  honourable  gentlemen 
from  time  to  time  to  oppose  vaccination  as  it 
is  practised  now  in  many  cases,  because  there 
is  no  doubt  that,  although  the  burden  of  evi- 
dence is  strong  that  vaccination  has  been  the 
saving  of  our  race  from  a  very  terrible  disease, 
at  the  same  time  the  careless  methods  in  prac- 
tice have  led  to  such  miseries  in  families  in 
many  cases,  especially  among  the  poor,  that  I 
do  not  wonder  at  objections  to  compulsory  vac- 
cination being  raised  now  and  then.  I  thinJc 
that  the  amendment  proposed  is  a  reasonable 
one,  and  one  which  would  lead  to  some  inquiry 
as  to  the  method  and  manner  in  which  vac- 
cination is  carried  out,  especially  compulsory 
vaccination.  But  I  must  say  I  do  not  sym- 
pathize with  the  objection  to  vaccination 
being  compulsory,  for  if  it  is  to  be  of  any  use 
in  relieving  the  human  race  from  a  dangerous 
and  loathsome  disease  it  must  be  universally 
enforced.  You  might  as  well  sympathize  with 
the  unfortunate  fanatics  in  IncQa,  who  are 
murdering  our  soldiers  for  doing  their  best, 
under  orders,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
plague  in  that  country.  But,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  who  last  spoke  (the  Hon.  Mr. 
Pinkerton)  suggested  that  medical  men  were 
only  human,  that  their  gains  were  in  danger, 
and  therefore  that  it  would  not  do  to  ask  their 
advice.  Now,  to  put  it  on  the  very  lowest 
ground,  I  would  ask.  What  gains  would  be  im- 
perilled by  proper  inquiry  into  the  facts  ?  As  is 
very  well  known,  vaccination  is  more  trouble 
than  gain  to  doctors.  It  is  one  of  those  duties 
that  brinffs  them  scarcely  any  remuneration, 
but  that  brings  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
If  thev  were  really  in  a  heartless  way  to  con- 
sult their  own  interest  only,  they  would  be 
glad  to  see  vaccination  done  away  with  alto- 
gether, so  that  there  might  be  more  disease  and 
more  business  for  them.  No,  Sir,  I  do  not 
think  that  is  a  reasonable  objection  to  asking 
the  views  of  men  of  character  and  education, 
who  have  most  experience  in  this  matter,  and 
who  can  give  the  best  advice  for  dealing  with 
vaccination  in  a  manner  that  will  make  it  abso- 
lutely safe  for  the  people  generally.  Now,  the 
honourable  gentleman  spoke  of  arm-to-arm  vac- 
cination. There  is  no  doubt  that  that  is  a 
thing  that  requires  very  serious  inquiry.  It  is 
true  that  all  of  us  have  seen  arm-to-arm  vac- 
cination and  know  something  about  it.  The 
fact  is  that  this  arm-to-arm  vaccination  is  a 
very  different  thing  in  the  case  of  people  who 
can  afford  to  have  their  own  medical  adviser, 
who  looks  about  carefully  and  tells  the  family 
when  he  has  found  out  a  fine  healthy  baby 
for  the  purpose.  There  is  a  considerable  dif- 
ference oetween  such  a  case  and  where  large 
numbers  of  poor  people  have  to  bring  their 
children  for  vaccination,  where  the  operation  is 
hurried  through  in  a  perfunctory  way.*    There 
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if  no  picking  out  of  speoial  babies  nnder  these 
-oiroiunstanoee.  I  really  think,  myself,  this 
ann-to-ann  vaooinatioa  ought  to  be  put  a  stop 
to  altogether ;  and,  further,  I  think  that  not 
only  should  resort  be  always  had  to  oalf-lymph, 
but  that  those  calves  should  be  inspected,  and 
there  should  be  very  careful  inquiry  as  to 
whether  tuberculosis  or  any  other  disease 
exists  among  the  cattle  from  which  the  calves 
are  taken.  I  think  the  whole  thing  requires 
thorough  inquiry,  and,  while  I  do  not  sympa- 
thise with  the  outcry  for  doing  away  with  com- 
palsory  vaocination,  I  think  at  the  same  time 
it  is  due  to  parents  throughout  the  country 
that  the  compulsory  clauses  should  not  be 
enforced  without  exceedingly  careful  inquiry 
into  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.— Sir,  the  remarks 
we  have  heard  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  are  eminently 
reasonable.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Pinkerton  said 
we  did  not  know  what  harm  had  resulted 
from  vaocination.  The  answer  to  that  is 
that  the  duration  of  human  life  is  greater 
now  than  ever  it  was,  and  if  dread  diseases 
had  been  caused  by  vaocination  I  do  not  think 
that  would  be  the  case.  It  is  a  very  selfish 
thing,  I  think,  for  people  to  say  that  they  will 
not  have  their  children  vaccinated.  I  do  not 
object  to  people  insisting  upon  having  them 
vaccinated  in  a  cleanly  and  safe  way,  but 
we  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  if  the 
majority  of  the  community  are  vaccinated, 
those  who  are  not  vaccinated  have  practical 
immunity  from  contagion.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Jennings  mentioned  that  in  America  and  in 
Switserland  vaccination  is  not  compulsory.  I 
should  like  the  honourable  gentleman,  when 
he  replies,  to  state  what  is  the  proportion  of 
small-pox  in  those  countries  as  compared  with 
small-pox  in  countries  where  vaccination  is 
compulsory.  That  would  be  some  guide  to 
us  as  to  what  we  should  do  in  this  matter. 
The  question  is  one  for  medical  experts.  It  is 
venr  awkward  for  us,  who  are  only  laymen,  to  be 
called  upon  to  express  an  opinion  upon  ques- 
tions of  this  sort.  That  is  why  I  am  going  to  vote 
for  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt's  amendment.  I  believe 
that  something  ought  to  be  done.  I  believe 
that  vaccination  is  eanied  on  in  a  very  per- 
functory and  unsatisfactory  manner  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  if  the  State  insists  upon  vacci- 
nation it  should  see  that  calf-lymph  of  the 
purest  quality  only  is  available,  and  that  no 
vaocination  from  arm  to  arm  is  carried  out.  It 
goes  without  saying,  I  think,  that  such  a  sys- 
tem of  vaccination  is  highly  dangerous.  I  have 
always  myself  felt,  as  the  father  of  a  family, 
that  when  I  went  with  my  children  to  the 
doctor  to  get  them  vaccinated  I  was  doing 
■emething  which  might  or  might  not  produce 
disease  of  a  very  dangerous  kind,  and  I  always 
made  the  stipulation,  before  calf- lymph  was 
introduced,  that  vaccination  should  be  from 
as  healthy  a  child  as  possible.  I  think,  Sir, 
that  the  principal  reason  why  we  have  not 
small -pox  nowadays  as  we  used  to  have  it 
I  in  olden  times,  before  the  days  of  Jenner,  is 

,  that  we  are  more  cleanly  in  our  habits,  that 


our  sanitary  arrangements  are  more  perfect,  and 
that  we  are  more  careful  how  we  live.  That 
is  the  reason.  It  is  well  known  that  small- 
pox, like  many  other  zymotic  diseases,  is  the 
product  of  filth.  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  motion,  because  I  feel  that  I  should  be 
taking  too  much  responsibility  upon  myself. 
I  would  like,  however,  to  have  this  matter 
thoroughly  investigated  by  a  Commission  of 
experts,  for  I  believe  that  it  is  necessary  that 
something  should  be  done — that  the  attention 
of  the  Government  should  be  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  vaccination  is  often  carried  out  in  such  a 
way  as  to  be  productive  of  danger  to  thpse 
vaccinated.  That  is.  why  I  vote  for  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bolt's  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— The  proposal  that 
this  matter  should  be  inquired  into  by  a  Com- 
mission, and  especially  that  the  proposal  as  to 
the  desirgtbility  of  vaccination  with  calf -lymph 
should  be  inquired  into  by  such  a  Commission, 
would  have  been  more  useful  some  little  time 
ago,  before  the  colony  had  made  arrangements 
which  would  enable  vaccination  in  future  to  be 
carried  out  with  calf-lymph.  We  have  had  the 
assurance  of  the  Minister — which  was  known 
to  us,  in  fact,  before — that  arrangements  have 
been  made  whereby  vaccination  may  be  carried 
out  in  future  by  calf-lymph,  and  no  doubt  some 
inspection  of  the  calves  has  been  arranged  to 
insure  that  the  calves  from  which  the  lymph  is 
drawn  are  themselves  the  progeny  of  healthy 
sires  and  mothers.  I  know  nothing  as  an 
expert,  but,  speaking  as  an  ordinary  member 
of  the  Council,  the  whole  course  of  one's  obser- 
vation and  one's  reading  is  to  this  effect :  that 
whereas  those  Who  have  attained  my  age  knew 
in  their  childhood  small-pox  as  a  great  scourge, 
now  recognise  that  small-pox  no  longer  exists 
as  a  great  scourge  except  in  those  towns  in 
which  the  people  wilfully  disobey  the  law  with 
regard  to  vaccination.  According  to  the  gene- 
ral balance  of  testimony  of  expert  witnesses 
who  write  on  this  subject,  small-pox  is  no 
longer  to  be  dreaded  if  people  will  avail  them- 
selves of  vaocination.  I  myself  submitted  to 
vaccination  not  many  years  ago,  when  I  was 
no  longer  compelled  by  law,  but  I  did  it  be- 
cause I  believed  it  would  insure  my  immunity 
from  this  dangerous  disease.  I  cannot  vote  for 
the  motion,  and'  I  doubt  even  whether  the 
amendment  is  necessary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reply.  If  one  result  has  been 
achieved  by  the  notice  of  motion  I  have  placed 
on  the  Order  Paper  it  is  this :  that  there  is  a 
feeling  amongst  nonourable  gentlemen  of  this 
Council  that  some  alteration  in  the  present 
system  is  imperative.  That  is  very  clear  from 
what  has  fallen  in  the  discussion.  I  hope  mv 
honourable  friend,  the  leader  of  the  Council, 
did  not  misunderstand  me  when  I  asked  him 
if  his  opinion  represented  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  reason  I  asked  my  honourable 
friend  was  that,  five  years  ago,  when  I  raised 
the  question  in  the  Council,  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  very  strong  in  his  opposition  to 
the  proposal  on  that  occasion.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Jones  asked  me  if  I  could  produce  figures  to 
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show  whether  the  abolition  of  oompalsory 
Taocination  in  the  United  States  and  Switzer- 
land had  produced  any  result.  I  think  I  can 
sucoessfully  prove  to  that  honourable  gentle- 
man that  the  results  have  been  in  favour  of  the 
adoption  of  voluntary  vaccination,  and  that 
there  has  been  a  decrease  in  small-pox  where 
compulsion  has  been  abandoned.  According 
to  the  figures  of  Professor  Arthur  Wollaston 
Hutton,  M.A.,  of  Oxford,  in  Switzerland  from 
1876  to  1884,  when  compulsory  vaccination  was 
in  force,  there  were  688  cases  of  small-j^x,  and 
from  1888  to  1893,  when  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion was  abolished,  there  were  only  123  cases. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.— What  is  the  propor- 
tion to  other  countries— that  is  what  I  want  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— Out  of  66,897 
oases  of  small-pox  in  Italy  80  per  cent,  of  the 
oases  were  of  those  who  were  vaccinated.  In 
various  parts  of  Germany  686  cases  were 
brought  to  hospitals  before  one  unvaocinated 
case  was  brought.  If  honourable  members  will 
only  give  a  little  consideration  to  the  question 
they  will  find  that  while  vaccination  in  some 
cases  has  proved  a  benefit  it  has  not  pro- 
duced the  result  that  is  claimed  for  it.  Take 
Leicester  as  another  instance :  this  town  has 
openly  rebelled  against  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion, and  a  very  small  percentage  of  children 
bom  are  vaccinated.  The  epidemic  of  1892 
reached  that  town,  yet  with  a  population  of 
150,000  there  were  only  146  cases,  and  twenty- 
one  deaths.  In  1872,  when  it  was  as  well 
▼accinated  as  any  other  town  in  England, 
there  were  858  deaths  from  small- pox.  The 
diminution  of  small-pox  has  been  brought 
about  by  better  sanitary  arrangements,  by  a 
better  mode  of  living,  a  higher  intelligence 
amongst  the  people,  and  other  things  one  can- 
not readily  enumerate  just  now.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Walker  stated  the  well-known  case  about 
meeting  with  faces  that  had  been  pitted  with 
small- pox.  Well,  there  is  a  very  clear  con- 
clusion arrived  at  in  regard  to  that  particular 
phase  of  the  question  by  Professor  Wollaston 
Hutton.    I  will  give  it  to  the  Council : — 

'*  One  hears  occasionally  of  people  who  say 
they  are  satisfied  that  vaccination  has  been  an 
inestimable  blessing  because  they  see  now- 
adays so  much  fewer  pock-marked  faces  than 
they  or  their  elders  used  to  see  in  years  gone 
by.  It  is  therefore  worth  while  to  consider 
what  force  there  is  in  this  argument.  Granted 
the  facts  (vague  as  they  are,  both  as  to  date 
and  to  numbers,  and  incapable  of  being  stated 
with  accuracy),  what  do  they  prove?  Simply 
that  there  is  less  small-pox  nowadays  than 
there  was  in  years  gone  by.  Who  denies  it  or 
doubts  it  ?  We  all  alike  rejoice  in  it ;  but  the 
connection  between  vaccination  and  this  de- 
cline in  the  ordinary  prevalence  of  small-pox 
remains  to  be  proved.  It  is  at  least  conceiv- 
able that  small-pox  is  dying  out  for  other  rea- 
sons; and  where  then  would  be  the  evidence 
in  favour  of  vaccination  ?  Or,  again,  if  it  be 
said  that  after  the  great  epidemic  of  1871-72, 
when  the  disease  was  as  fatal  and  as  prevalent 
aa  it  had  been  in  the  eighteenth  century,  there 
were  still  very  few  pock-marked^  faces  to  be 
Sen,  Mr.  Jmimmgz 


seen,  and  that  vaooination  must  therefore  hav» 
mitigated  the  disease,  does  the  argument  hold 
good  ?  Surely  not.  The  fact,  if  such  it  were, 
need  only  prove  that,  whereas  in  the  previous 
century  unvaocinated  persons  often  recovered^ 
even  after  a  severe  attack  which  left  them  dis- 
figured for  life,  in  the  latter  epidemic,  whether 
vaccinated  or  not,  they  mostly  suoonmbed  when 
the  attack  was  severe,  and  so  their  faoes  were 
no  more  seen.  Or  better  nursing  might  have 
avoided  the  *  pitting* — which  I  believe  de- 
pends more  on  skin-texture  than  on  the  severity 
of  the  disease— or  better  living  during  the  last 
three-quarters  of  a  century  might  have  resulted 
in  a  better  physique  generally,  so  that  the 
disease  was  more  easily  throvm  ofi.  In  short, 
the  fact,  so  far  as  it  is  a  fact,  is  perfectly  ex- 
plicable without  any  reference  to  vaccination  ; 
and  as  an  argument  it  only  avails  to  confirm 
the  faith  of  tnose  who  believe  in  vaccination 
already.  It  causes  no  perplexity  to  those  who 
do  not  believe." 

Sir,  there  was  another  statement  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  the  leader  of  the 
Council,  that  Jenner's  introduction  of  vac- 
cination has  been  a  great  blessing  and  benefit 
to  the  human  race.  Well,  Sir,  if  figures  are 
to  be  accepted  as  any  criterion  to  base  one's 
argument  upon,  there  is  a  statement  here  that 
will  somewhat  puzzle  one  who  wishes  to  arrive 
at  the  truth  as  to  where  the  blessing  or  benefit 
comes  in.    Mr.  Hutton  says, — 

**  One  must  be  on  one's  guard  against  the 
arbitrary  selection  of  a  few  figures  which  do 
not  bear  out  the  conclusion  indicated  by  the 
whole  series.  Thus,  for  example,  it  has  been 
pointed  out  by  Baron,  Jenner's  enthusiastic 
biographer,  that  in  1798,  the  year  in  which 
Jenner  published  his  paper,  the  deaths  from 
small-pox  in  London  were  as  many  as  2,237, 
whereas  in  1804,  the  year  after  that  in  which 
Parliament  had  voted  him  £10,000,  they  had 
fidlen  to  622.  This  is  perfectly  true ;  but  we 
can  see  how  rash  it  would  be  to  infer  from 
these  figures  any  conclusion  as  to  the  value  of 
vaccination,  when  we  find  that  in  1805  t&ey 
had  again  risen  to  1,685,  whereas  in  1797  they 
had  been  as  low  as  522.*' 

Sir,  the  more  one  goes  into  this  question  of 
vaccination,  and  taking  it  from  a  statistical 
standpoint,  the  more  one  becomes  puzzled  to 
arrive  at  a  conclusion  that  vaccination  has 
been  the  main  cause  of  removing  that  terrible 
disease  of  small-pox.  As  to  the  amendment  of 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Bolt,  that  a  speoial 
Commission  of  medical  experts  should  be  set  up, 
I  would  rather  honourable  gentlemen  would 
vote  against  my  motion  altogether  than  accept 
the  amendment,  for  no  good  will  be  attained 
by  the  amendment.  If  you  take  the  British 
Boyal  Commission,  composed  of  qualified  and 
eminent  medical  men,  who  were  appointed  by 
the  British  Government,  and  who  nave,  after 
seven  years  of  patient  and  calm  research,  come 
to  the  oonolusion  that  compulsory  vaccination 
should  be  abolished,  I  do  not  see  what  could 
be  gained  by  setting  up  a  Commission  of 
medical  experts  in  this  colony.  They  oould 
only  come  to  one  oonolusion :  that  small-pox 
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has  not  been  known  in  this  colony  for  over 
eighteen  or  twenty  years,  and  that  there  was 
not  sufficient  data  to  base  a  report  npon. 
lliere  have  only  been  four  or  five  oases  alto- 
gether, and,  as  a  result  of  good  quarantine 
zegulations,  we  have  in  this  colony  absolutely 
little  to  fear  from  an  epidemic  of  small-pox. 
Well,  if  honourable  gentlemen  are  willing  to 
grasp  these  facts — that  there  is  no  danger  in 
this  colony,  and  that  a  man  like  Professor 
Wollaston  Button,  who  has  gone  minutely  into 
every  detail  of  the  question,  has  proved  that 
▼accination  is  not  the  safeguard  against  small- 
pox that  they  have  been  taught  to  believe 
— they  would  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
bat  to  support  my  motion.  I  would  tell  my 
honourable  friend  who  has  moved  the  amend- 
ment that  there  has  not  been  one  labour 
member — either  John  Burns  or  any  other — in 
the  House  of  Commons  or  in  the  Parliaments 
of  Australasia  that  has  supported  compulsory 
vaccination. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY.—Sir,  I  cannot  vote 
for  this  motion,  because  it  appears  to  me  it  is 
Instructing  the  Grovemment  to  bring  in  an  Act 
to  repeal  the  Vaccination  Act  or  to  seriously 
modify  its  provisions.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  eertain  persons — on  insufficient 
grounds — had  persuaded  themselves  that  to 
Taccinate  their  children  involved  serious  danger, 
and,  because  they  had  conscientious  scruples, 
therefore  they  should  not  be  compelled  to 
vaccinate.  The  ground  on  which  he  advocates 
that  is  that  it  is  not  necessary.  Very  well,  if 
it  is  not  necessary  for  those  with  an  objecting 
oonscience,  it  is  not  necessary  for  those  without 
ench  a  conscience.  The  whole  of  the  honour- 
ahle  gentleman's  argument  goes  to  show  that 
the  Vaccination  Act  is  unnecessary,  and  there- 
lore  should  not  be  enforced.  I  have  heard  no 
▼alid  argument  to  induce  me  to  vote  for  such 
a  motion.  This  is  a  question  entirely  for 
trained  medical  experts  to  deal  with,  and  it  is 
Dot  a  question  that  this  Oounoil  can  properly 
deoide ;  and  I  must  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Bolt,  as  an  alter- 
natiTe,  not  that  I  think  it  is  absolutely^ecessary, 
but  it  may  tend  to  allay  public  anxiety  on  this 
question.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  senti- 
ment tempered  with  ignorance  brought  to  bear 
on  the  question.  The  alleged  evils  have  been 
greatlT  exaggerated,  and  tibe  oases  alluded  to 
may  nave  arisen  from  faultv  operations,  or 
from  hereditary  taint  in  the  child's  system. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  QBACE.— Sir,  I  rise  to  say  that 
of  all  countries  in  the  world  this  is  perhaps  the 
beet-protected  in  relation  to  the  character  of  the 
vaoeme  n^ed.  Pure  calf-lymnh  is  always  pro- 
oiirable  in  this  country,  and  free  of  cost,  by 
applieation  to  an  officer  of  the  Government. 
There  is  a  regular  industry  in  the  production  of 
pure  oalf-Iymph  in  the  Province  of  Hawke's 
Bay,  and  it  is  studiously  regulated  by  scien- 
tific men,  and  open  to  constant  inspection,  and 
tested  by  constant  experience.  There  is  no 
necessity  whatever  for  vaccination  from  arm  to 
arm  in  a  country  like  this,  where  calf-lymph  is  to 
be  obtained  at  any  time.  The  trath  is  this :  It 
is  a  perfectly  well-established  fact  that  vaooina- 


tion  from  arm  to  arm,  the  vaccine  being  taken 
from  perfect  vaccine  vesicles  at  the  proper 
time — such  vaccine,  having  its  home  in  a- 
healthy  child,  is  quite  capable  of  being 
securely  transmitted  to  any  other  child  with- 
out imperilling  the  health  of  either.  Inta 
this  matter  there  enters  what  I  should  term 
an  elective  affinity.  There  are  mothers  who 
insist  upon  having  their  children  vaccinated 
from  the  arms  of  other  children  whom  they 
know.  Do  not  think  that  in  the  face  of 
present  scientific  knowledge  you  would  be 
able  to  deprive  them  of  the  privilege.  If 
there  is  anything  in  the  whole  world  proved 
to  mathematical  demonstration  it  is  that 
vaccination  is  invaluable  either  in  prevent- 
ing small- pox  or  in  checking  its  ravages  and 
modifying  the  character  of  the  attack.  Unpro- 
tected persons  get  what  is  called  confluent 
small -pox— that  is  to  say,  they  grow  such  a  crop 
of  rash  that  the  scabs,  to  use  a  vulgar  term, 
join  each  other  and  become  continuous,  and 
the  resulting  deformitv  is  enormous.  But  that 
is  not  all :  persons  who  get  an  attack  of  con- 
fluent smaU-pox  almost  invariably  have  either 
their  ears  or  eyes  damaged— chiefly  the  eyes — 
and,  in  addition,  their  physical  condition  and 
tone  is  deteriorated  for  all  time.  I  am  in 
the  utmost  sympathy  with  the  people  who  op- 
pose vaccination,  because  I  know  they  do  so- 
from  insufficient  knowledge.  I  am  quite  con- 
vinced that  if  there  was  a  sufficiently  accu- 
rate acquaintanceship  with  the  safety  of  the 
procedure,  and  the  precautions  taken  in  this 
colony,  and  if  the  beneflcial  results  were  as 
widely  spread  as,  according  to  the  intelligence 
of  the  people,  they  ought  to  be,  there  would  be 
no  anxiety  on  this  score.  It  is  true,  of  course, 
that  all  systems,  no  matter  how  perfect  they 
may  be,  are  capable  of  abuse;  but  in  this 
colony  there  is  no  excuse  for  any  person,  at 
any  tmie,  vaccinating  with  anytldng  but  the 
most  perfect  lymph ;  and  even  in  cases  where 
persons  insist  on  having  their  children  vacci- 
nated from  the  children  of  neighbours  any  quali- 
fied man  with  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
character  of  vaccine  vesicles,  and  a  skilled 
acquaintanceship  with  the  constitutional  cha- 
racteristics of  children,  could  foretell  with  ab- 
solute certainty  perfect  immunity  from  danger 
from  the  transmission  of  vaccine  from  the 
arm  of  one  child  to  that  of  another.  Now,  if 
that  be  so— and  I  assure  honourable  members 
that  it  is  so— it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a 
very  unwise  procedure  for  us  to  set  up  a  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  a  matter  which  has 
been  inquired  into  over  a  field  embracing  so 
much  wider  experience  than  ours.  In  relation 
to  the  difficulty  that  one  is  sometimes  met 
with  by  those  who  say,  **Why  vaccinate 
children?  We  have  no  small-pox,"  the 
reasons  seem  to  me  to  be  sufficiently  obvious. 
The  introduction  of  small-pox  is  most  insidi- 
ous, and  its  affinity  to  the  bodies  of  those  not 
protected  by  vaccination  is  incredibly  great. 
You  may  have  small-pox  introduced  at  any 
time,  in  spite  of  every  precaution,  into  a  country 
of  this  kind.  How  it  comes  about  I  do  not 
know — it  is  one  of  the  secrets  of  nature ;  bat  . 
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it  does  oome  about  that  small- pox  seeks  out 
and  finds  unprotected  people,  and  frequently 
punishes  them  by  death. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part." 

Ayes,  6. 
Bonar  Jennings  Pinkerton 

Jenkinson  McGul lough       Smith,  A.  L. 

Nobs,  80. 
Arkwright  Kelly,  W.  Rigg 

Barnicoat  Kerr  Scotland 

Bolt  MaoGregor        Smith*  W.  G. 

Bowen  McLean  Stevens 

Feldwick  Montgomery      Swanson 

Grace'  Morris  Taiaroa 

Harris  Oliver  Twomey 

Johnston  Peacock  Walker,  L. 

Jones  Reynolds  Walker,  W.  G. 

Kelly,  T.  Richardson        Williams. 

Majority  against,  24. 

Words  struck  out. 

The  Gounoil  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  *  appoint  a  Gommission  of  medical  ex- 
perts to  consider  and  report  on  the  question  of 
compulsory  vaccination  in  its  relation  to  the 
health  of  the  people '  be  inserted." 
Aybs,  4. 
Bolt  Jones 

Bowen 

Noes,  82, 

Arkwright  Kerr  Scotland 

Barnicoat  MacGregor         Smith,  A.  L. 

Bonar  McGuUough       Smith,  W.  G. 

Feldwick  McLean  Stevens 

Grace  Montjgomery      Swanson 

Harris  Morris  Taiaroa   . 

Jenkinson  Oliver  Twomey 

Jennings  Pinkerton  Walker,  L. 

Johnston  Peacock  Walker,  W.  C. 

Kelly,  T.  Reynolds  Williams, 

Kelly,  W.  Richardson 

Majority  against,  28. 

Words  not  inserted,  and  motion  negatived. 

FISHERIES  GONSERVATIDN  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  he  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  moved,  That  the  Bill 
be  recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
thefollounna  new  cUmse : — 

<«The  holder  of  a  license  shall  be  entitled 
during  the  season,  as  defined  by  section  three  of 
the  Act,  at  any  time  during  davlight,  to  enter 
on  any  private  or  other  land,  but  not  nearer 
than  two  hundred  yards  from  any  dwelling- 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  for  and  taking 
fish,  and  shall  be  liable  only  for  any  actual 
damage  which  may  be  occasioned  by  such 
entry." 

The  object  of  this  clause  was  to  give  persons 
who  had  contributed  towards  the  cost  of  in- 
troducing and  preserving  fish  the  right  to  fish 
for  and  take  such  fish.  It  also  carried  out  the 
intention  of  the  Joint  Gommittee  to  which  the 
JBill  was  referred.  It  would  be  within  the 
memory  of  honourable  gentlemen  that  a  clause 
Hon,  Dr.  Orace 


was  struck  out  of  the  Bill  the  previous  daT 
which  embodied  the  principle  that  the  fish 
in  the  waters  should  not  be  considered  the 
exclusive  property  of  the  owners  of  the  waters ; 
but  the  clause  was  drafted  in  such  a  way  as  to 
be  unintelligible,  and  it  was  therefore  struck 
out.  If  this  clause  were  adopted,  he  held  it 
would  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  Gom- 
mittee, and  do  it  in  a  proper  and  effective 
manner.  He  called  particular  attention  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  clause,  because  the  area 
which  an  angler  was  prohibited  from  entering 
was  sufficient  in  extent  to  preserve  the  privacy 
of  a  man's  dwelling,  and  so  did  away  with  the 
objection  that  people  might  go  upon  a  lawn,  or 
about  other  grounds  immediately  attached  to  a 
dwellinghouse,  with  results  inconvenient  and 
annoying  to  the  owner.  He  also  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  if  any  person  who  held  a 
license  went  on  land  and  caused  actual  damage 
he  would  be  held  liable  for  it.  He  thought 
those  safegueurds  made  the  clause  one  which 
might  very  well  be  adopted  by  the  Gouncil. 

The  Gouncil  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted — *  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  third  time  *>-stand  part  of  tho 
question." 

Ates,  24. 
Bonar  Kelly,  T.  Richardson 

Bowen  Kelly,  W.  Scotland 

Feldwick  McLean  Stevens 

Grace  Montgomery      Swanson 

Harris  Oliver  Taiaroa 

Jennings  Pinkerton  Walker,  L. 

Johnston  Peacock  Walker,  W.  0. 

Jones  Reynolds  Williams. 

Noes,  ,11. 
Kerr 

MacGregor 
McGullough 
Morris 
Majority  for,  13. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Gouncil  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  five 
o'clock  p.m. 


Arkwright 
Barnicoat 
Bolt 
Jenkinson 


Rigg 

Smith,  A.  L. 
Twomey. 


HOUSE  OP  RBPRBSBNTATIVBB. 

Thursday,  28th  July,  1898. 


First  Beadings— University  of  Otago  Leases  and 
Seourities  BUI  — St.  Albana  Public  Library 
Transfer  Bill— Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2) 


Mr.  Spbikbb  took  tho  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Hospitals  and  Gharitable  Institution^  Bill, 
Wainono  Lagoon  Vesting  Bill,  Road  Districts 
VsJidation  Bill,  Fisheries  Gonservation  Act 
1884  Amendment  Bill,  Official  Documents 
Evidence  Bill,  Shorthand  Reporters  Bill. 
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UNIYERSITY  OP  OTAGO  LEASES  AND 
SECURITIES  BILL. 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin),  in 
moyiDg  the  Becond  reading  of  this  Bill,  said 
that  a  Bill  under  the  same  title  was  introduced 
by  him  in  the  House  last  session.  It  then  con- 
tained a  clause  by  which  the  University  of 
Otago  was  empowered  to  sell  one  or  any  of  its 
endowments,  and  to  invest  the  money  again 
for  the  benefit  of  the  University.  To  that 
clause  some  objections  were  raised  in  the 
House.  It  seemed  to  be  thought  unwise  to 
grant  any  special  power,  other  than  such  as 
the  University  alreadv  possessed,  to  sell  any 
endowment,  and  the  clause  was  dropped  out  of 
the  Bill.  The  present  Bill,  therefore,  became 
little  more  than  a  formality,  and  he  did  not 
propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
in  saying  anything  more,  than  that  nearly 
all  it  proposed  to  do  now  was  to  intro- 
duce for  the  benefit  of  the  tenants  of 
the  Otago  University  a  better  form  of  lease. 
Already  they  had  under  statute  the  power  of 
leasing,  and  all  that  was  desired  now  was,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  University  and  its  tenants,  to 
incorporate  with  that  power  what  was  called 
the  Corporation  leases  of  Dunedin.  That  form 
of  lease  was  set  out  in  the  Second  Schedule, 
and  was  considered  to  be  perhaps  the  best  and 
fairest  form  of  lease  which  had  yet  been  de- 
vised. This  form  of  lease  was  approved  of 
by  the  House  when  it  passed  the  Dempsey 
Trust  Act  of  1892.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary  to  say  anything  more  about  the  Bill 
at  present.  Any  further  information  desired 
could  be  given  as  the  Bill  was  going  through 
Committee.  What  was  mainly  desired  was  to 
give  the  University  the  power  of  establishing  a 
form  of  lease  that  was  already  well  known,  and 
was  generally  approved  of  in  Dunedin.  He 
begged  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ST.  ALBANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  TRANS- 
FER BILL. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christchurch)  said  this  was  a 
small  local  Bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
authorise  the  trustees  of  a  small  public  library 
in  one  of  the  northern  suburbs  of  Christchurch 
to  sell  the  building  and  land  and  apply  the 
proceeds  in  aid  of  another  public  library,  situ- 
ated within  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 
By  an  Act  of  1893  this  property  was  declared  to 
be  held  upon  the  same  trusts  as  the  Knights- 
town  Library.  The  library  is  practically  not 
used,  and  is  falling  into  decay.  The  trustees 
of  the  Knightstown  Library  desire  to  get  the 
authority  of  the  House  to  sell  the  building  and 
the  land  and  apply  the  proceeds  towards  the 
extension  of  the  knightstown  Library,  and  to- 
WBfds  providing  more  literature  for  the  people 
who  used  that  library.  He  might  say  there 
was  no  objection  in  the  district  at  all  to  this 
proposal,  and  it  would  be  a  very  great  conveni- 
ence to  the  members  of  the  Knightstown 
Library,  who  were  working  that  institution  in  a 
meet  estimable  way.  He  begged  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 


IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  2). 

ADJOUBNED   DEBATE. 

Htir  Excellency's  message,  and  'resolutiona 
thereon,  referred  to  Committee  of  Supply. 

On  the  question,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair  in  order  that  the  House  may  go 
into  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington).— Sir,  I  thinks 
before  the  House  agrees  to  go  into  Committee 
of  Supply  upon  this  Imprest  Bill,  we  ought  to 
have  some  information  about  our  financiiJ 
position.  It  seems  to  me.  Sir,  that  this  is  the 
only  wa^r  of  insisting  upon  the  Financial  State- 
ment  being  laid  before  the  House  at  a  reason- 
able date,  and  the  House  otherwise  is  losing  all 
practical  control  over  the  expenditure  of  the 
colony.  We  are  now  at  the  very  end  of  July,, 
this  being  the  28th  of  the  month,  and  yet  we 
have  had  no  Financial  Statement.  Such  de- 
lay was  not  tolerated  in  previous  Parliaments. 
They  were  accustomed  to  have  the  Statement 
laid  before  them  at  a  much  earlier  period  of 
the  year.  For  instance,  in  1887  the  House 
was  called  together  on  the  26th  April,  and 
within  fourteen  days  thereafter  the  Financial 
Statement  was  before  the  House.  In  1888  the 
House  was  called  together  on  the  10th  May,  and 
the  Financial  Statement  was  brought  down  in 
nineteen  days  from  that  date.  In  1889  the  Houso 
was  called  together  on  the  20th  June,  and  the 
Financial  Statement  was  before  it  in  five  days. 
Under  the  regime  of  the  Ballance  Government 
the  House  was  not  called  together  until  the 
last  day  to  which  it  could  possibly  be  delayed 
in  the  month  of  June,  and  at  such  a  date  as 
would  enable  the  House  immediately  after 
getting  through  its  formal  business  to  pass 
the  required  Imprest  Supply  Bill.  However,. 
I  may  say  with  respect  to  Mr.  Ballance  that, 
while  he  so  unfairly  delayed  the  calling  of  the 
House  together  to  the  very  extreme,  yet  he 
brought  forward  his  Financial  Statement  on 
one  occasion  within  five  days  afterwards,  on 
another  occasion  within  seven  days,  and  on 
the  last  occasion  within  twelve  days  after  the 
House  met.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Government  has  not 
only  followed  the  evil  practice  of  his  predeces- 
sor, but  he  has  done  worse,  since  he  has  ex>^ 
tended  the  time  most  unduly  for  bringing  down 
the  Financial  Statement.  Under  the  Seddon 
Government  I  find  on  one  occasion  it  was- 
thirty-three  days  after  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion before  we  got  his  Statement ;  next  year  it 
was  forty-four  days ;  last  year  it  was  thirty- 
three  days ;  and  on  the  present  occasion  thirty- 
six  days  have  passed  away  since  the  opening 
of  the  session,  and  there  is  uncertainty  yet 
as  to  when  we  shall  have  the  position  of  the 
colony's  finances  and  the  Government  policy 
placed  before  us. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  told  you  yesterday  yoa 
would  get  the  Financial  Statement  next  week. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— True,  he  told  us  so,  but  that 
did  not  justify  the  delay  complained  of;  and 
we  are  but  too  accustomed  to  postponements^ 
hence  we  cannot  miss  the  present  opportunity 
of  emphatically  protesting.  The  object  of  the 
Legislature  in  giving  supply  for  three  montha 
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from  the  close  of  the  finanoial  year  wae  that 
there  should  be  ample  time  afforded  to  make 
up  the  accounts  of  the  colony  and  for  oallmg 
the  House  together,  and  that  due  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  financial  position  be- 
fore the  lapse  of  the  three  months.  Sir,  the 
system  that  has  sprung  up  of  delaying  the  call- 
ing of  the  House  together  to  the  very  end  of 
June  is  one  of  those  attempts  to  filch  from  the 
House  its  control  of  the  expenditure  which  the 
representatives  of  the  people  should  strenuously 
resist.  For,  under  this  innovation,  before  the 
Financial  Statement  is  criticized  and  the  esti- 
mates are  fully  gone  through,  one-half  the  year 
covered  by  the  expenditure  over  which  we  are 
supposed  to  have  control  has  passed  away,  and 
the  House  has  had  no  voice  or  control  over  the 
expenditure  for  which  we  are  responsible.  Then 
there  is  another  evil  feature.  We  have  Intro- 
>duced  into  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  a 
feature  that  has  been  in  no  similar  Bill  be- 
fore, and  that  ought  not  to  be  included  in 
an  Imprest  Supply  Bill.  I  mean  the  vote  for 
Jgl25.000  which  it  is  proposed  to  transfer  from 
the  Consolidated  Fund  to  the  Public  Works 
Account.  Such  a  grant  is  a  question  of  policy 
which  ought  to  be  kept  quite  separate  from  an 
Imprest  Supply  Bill,  so  that  it  could  be  dis- 
cussed on  its  merits.  The  Premier  evidently 
recognises  that  it  is  so,  because  yesterday,  in 
moving  for  imprest  supply,  he  told  the  House 
that  this  £125,000  was  part  of  the  £800,000 
authorised  last  year.  But  the  Premier  was 
in  error  in  making  that  statement.  I  find  on 
turning  to  the  Abstract  of  the  Accounts  that 
the  £300,000  voted  last  year  was  transferred  to 
the  Public  Works  Fund  Account  before  the 
31st  of  March  last,  and  therefore  this  £125,000 
is  a  new  vote — a  vote  which  members  of  the 
House  ought  to  consider  before  saying  whether 
they  are  going  in  future  to  tax  the  people  of 
this  colony  to  construct  public  works  out  of 
revenue  ;  and  altogether  it  is  a  matter  of  policy 
which  demands  full  discussion,  in  order  that  we 
may  decide  whether  we  should  not  remit  certain 
taxation  which  is  now  being  enforced  in  the 
colony,  thereby  reducing  the  burdens  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  wrong.  I  did  not 
say  that  part  of  the  £300,000  authorised  last 
year  was  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  very  unfortunate  ih  his  statements.  What 
did  he  say  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  will  tell  you.  I 
said,  referring  to  what  was  said  by  an  honour- 
able member — by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchuroh  Oity— that  when  he 
looked  at  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill  he  would  find 
there  was  over  £100,000  transferred  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund  to  the  Public  Works  Fund. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— You  are  wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  whatever  it  was,  it 
was  transferred  by  the  last  Imprest  Supply 
Bill.  I  then  said  the  £125,000  proposed  now 
would  be  part  of  the  £300,000  which  we  pro- 
posed  to  transfer  to  the  Public  Works  Account 
just  as  we  did  last  year.  I  did  not  say  it  would 
iform  part  of  the  transfer  of  last  year. 
Mr.  DuthU 


Mr.  DUTHIE.— Well,  I  accept  the  honour- 
able  gentleman's  statement ;  but,  while  I  can 
quite  understand  that  that  was  his  intention, 
all  the  same  we  are  asked  improperly  to  vote 
money  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  a  par- 
pose  which  has  not  been  discussed  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  by  the  House,  and  certainly  such 
a  proposal  ought  not  to  be  embodied  in  an 
Imprest  Supply  Bill.  In  connection  with  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  explains  as  a  reason 
for  not  bringing  forward  the  Public  Works 
Statement  that  he  had  not  assured  ways  and 
means.  But,  Sir,  as  Colonial  Treasurer  and  as 
leader  of  the  House  it  is  his  duty  to  estimate 
and  control  his  ways  and  means.  He  should, 
by  right,  put  forward  his  Public  Works  State- 
ment in  ample  time,  so  that  the  House  might 
know  his  proposals  and  what  it  is  called  upon 
to  provide  moneys  for.  The  habit  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  adopted  of  withholding 
all  information  about  public  works  until  the 
closing  days  of  the  session  is  a  most  reprehen- 
sible one.  It  means  that  members  are  reduced 
all  the  session  to  the  position  of  having  to  be- 
moan themselves  and  go  by  the  bcuskstairs  to  be- 
seech and  cajole  Ministers.  He  tells  us  himsell 
that  the  carpets  on  these  stairs  are  quite  worn 
out  by  members  going  to  interview  him  or  his 
colleagues  to  obtain  the  works  their  districts 
require.  That,  Sir,  is  a  most  debasing  state  of 
things,  and  the  honourable  gentleman,  by  this 
system,  is  treating  the  House  most  unfairly  in 
withholding  from  it  until  the  end  of  the  session 
the  full  and  early  knowledge  of  the  intentions 
of  the  Government.  The  system  is  devised 
to  break  down  all  independence  and  pro- 
duce political  corruption.  Then,  if  there  is 
this  surplus  in  the  revenue  which  he  claims, 
then,  I  say,  a  recurring  excess  of  that  volume 
is  clear  evidence  of  bad  finance.  It  is  evidence 
that  the  House  has  been  deluded  into  imposing 
and  continuing  an  undue  taxation  on  the 
people  under  an  impression,  produced  by  under- 
estimating, that  it  was  necessary  for  the  legiti- 
mate requirements  of  the  Government.  Thai 
this  is  distinctly  so,  any  member  who  has  read 
this  year's  Railways  Statement  will  see.  B^ 
that  Statement  it  will  be  seen  how  the  esti- 
mates are  prepared,  regardless  of  the  advice 
of  the  officers  of  the  department.  The  reve- 
nue given  there  is  deliberately  under-estimated, 
and  by  this  means  a  surplus  is  produced. 
Under  such  conditions  it  is  most  necessary 
that  we  should  have  the  Financial  State- 
ment in  our  hands.  As  we  are  without  it, 
and  cannot  get  the  legitimate  returns  moved 
for,  I  believe  the  forms  of  the  House  give  us  no 
other  alternative  but  to  intercept  Imprest  until 
Ministers  recognise  and  concede  to  members 
their  constitutional  rights.  I  have  felt  it  mT 
duty  to  now  do  so,  and  hope  Ministers  wiU 
cease  to  drive  this  side  to  such  an  unusual 
course,  and  I  shall  conclude  my  remarks  by 
presently  moving  an  amendment.  The  Hon, 
the  Premier  tells  us  that  he  relieved  taxation 
to  the  extent  of  £115.000.  Well,  I  for  one 
cannot  trace  anv  such  results  from  the  Pabllo 
Accounts  as  would  lead  any  one  to  accept  such 
a  oonolusion,  and  I  think  that  is  a  matter 
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^whioh  shoald  be  inqaired  into.  I  had  the 
bonour  ihe  other  day  to  ask  a  question  on 
flome  features  connected  with  the  tariff,  and 
•on  that  question  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
told  the  House  that  the  excess  in  revenue 
was  principally  derived  from  increases  upon 
spirits  and  tobacco.  In  comparing  the  ao- 
-ooonts  of  1893  with  1897,  I  chose  those 
years  because  1897  is  the  first  year  after 
the  introduction  of  the  new  tariff  unaffected 
by  special  clearings.  During  the  previous 
year,  1896,  the  revenue  was  much  disturbed 
by  merchants  and  others  making  clearances 
of  goods  in  anticipation  of  increases  of  the 
tariff,  and  trade  had  therefore  not  then 
properly  settled  down.  We  have  now  these 
1897  returns  in  our  hands.  Taking  this 
period  I  find  that,  whilst  it  is  quite  true 
there  is  an  advance  collected  on  spirits  of 
£25,907  as  between  1898  and  1897,  still,  on  the 
basis  of  our  adult  male  population,  including 
Maoris,  the  amount  paid  per  head  for  spirits  in 
1893  was  £1  IGs.  4d.,  and  in  1897  £1  IGs.,  so 
that  the  figures  show  no  increase  but  what  is 
•due  to  increase  of  population.  With  regard  to 
tobacco,  the  duty  on  which  was  increased,  and 
resulted' in  crushing  the  local  manufacture, 
the  increase  collected  was  £39,143.  The  Pre- 
mier, on  my  question,  argued  that  this  is  a 
luxury,  and  that  luxuries  should  be  taxed. 
Now,  I  demur  from  that  altogether.  To  smoke 
a  pipe  may  in  a  sense  be  a  luxury,  but  there  is 
a  large  section  of  the  population  which  this 
increase  specially  affects  who  have  no  other 
luxuiy  in  life,  and  who  wish  to  be  allowed  to 
enjoy  their  pipe. 

Mr.  SBDDON.—Did  you  ever  enjoy  one  ? 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  cannot  say  I  ever  enjoyed 
smoking ;  but  men  seek  enjoyment  in  different 
ways,  and  these  men  find  in  their  pipe  their 
greatest  happiness.  There  are  people  toiling 
from  morning  to  night,  living  a  hard,  hopeless 
life,  whose  main  enjoyment  is  their  pipe,  and 
I  say  this  large  amount  of  money  taken  from 
tobacco  is  robbing  this  section  of  the  working- 
men  of  a  luxury  they  should  be  allowed  to 
enjoy.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  increasing  the  duty,  and 
boasting  of  the  amount  collected  on  tobacco. 
This  insane  desire  to  tax  by  penal  duties  every 
article  for  the  enjoyment  of  life  tends  to  drive 
people  out  of  the  colony  who  have  means,  simply 
because  you  are  making  life  unendurable  here. 
It  is  surely  far  better  to  induce  people  who 
have  means  to  live  amongst  us,  and  in  spend- 
ing their  incomes  afford  other  people  employ- 
ment. Again,  I  say,  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  when  he  boasts  of 
having  increased  the  taxation  on  tobacco. 
Kow,  turning  to  my  question  about  increases 
on  certain  other  necessaries,  such  as  cotton 
goods,  hats,  millinery,  and  medicines :  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  his  reply  quoted 
meaningless  figures,  because  they  were  for  a 
period  of  twenty  months.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  honourable  members  have  endeavoured 
to  unravel  these  Customs  returns.  I  have  given 
some  time  to  it  without  departmental  assist- 
.^anoe,    and  a  more  difficult  task   one   never  '. 


undertook.  A  member  has  to  quote  these  re- 
turns as  he  finds  them,  at  all  times  at  consider- 
able risk  of  falling  into  error,  beoauae  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  take  the  years 
in  conformity  with  the  returns,  but  takes  par- 
ticular and  odd  periods,  we  are  placed,  in 
trying  to  follow  him,  at  an  insurmountable 
disadvantage.  And  why  does  the  honourable 
gentleman  wander  away  to  a  term  of  twenty 
months  ?  It  is  probably  because  of  some  chance 
fluctuation,  perhaps  due  to  some  exceptional 
import,  and  that  certain  months  produce  re- 
sults which  suit  him.  In  so  trying  to  make 
out  a  plausible  defence  he  does  not  treat  the 
finances  or  members  of  this  Honse  fairly.  The 
advantage  he  has  got  of  all  departmental  infor- 
mation is  very  great,  and  his  case  must  be  very 
bad  when  he  is  driven  to  endeavour  to  mix 
and  confuse  matters  so  that  no  one  can  under- 
stand or  criticize  his  statements  on  the  posi- 
tion of  the  country,  or  his  answers  to  questions 
couched  In  lucid  and  distinct  terms.  The 
Q  Q  honourable  gentleman  the  other  day  as- 
serted  that  the  tariff  did  not  increase 
the  duties  on  the  cheaper  class  of  cotton  piece- 
goods,  but  the  increase  was  solely  on  the  better 
class,  and  therefore  that  no  extra  taxation  was 
imposed  on  the  working-classes.  That  is  in- 
accurate. The  low  grade  of  goods  referred  to 
are  scarcely  used  or  imported,  except  for 
the  Island  trade.  Fortunately  for  the  people, 
superior  cotton  goods  have  been  very  much 
reduced  in  price,  and  are  in  general  use. 
Prominently,  flannelettes  are  used  for  shirt- 
ings, blouses,  under-clothing,  et  cetera^  and  they 
are  in  general  consumption  in  every  fsonlly  in 
the  land.  The  extra  taxation  put  upon  these 
goods  is  not  paid  by  any  special  class,  bat  most 
largely  by  the  poorest,  who  use  them  most  freely, 
and  being  the  most  numerous  class.  In  1895, 
on  items  of  this  class,  which  wore  then  free, 
the  duty  was  increased  to  10  per  cent.,  and  on 
some  items  to  20  per  cent.  Other  articles 
which  were  then  taxed  10  per  cent,  had  to  bear 
another  10  per  cent,  making  20  per  cent. 
Then,  as  to  the  item  "  Hats  and  caps,"  to  which 
I  drew  attention,  and  pointed  out  that  an 
increased  duty  of  £3,400  had  been  collected 
on  them,  the  honourable  gentleman  passed 
that  over  without  remark — which  is  very 
significant.  What  I  stated  with  respect  to 
millinery  he  simply  met  with  the  bald  asser- 
tion that  I  was  in  error.  He  had  the  de- 
partmental officers  at  his  back,  and  I  am  sure 
if  he  could  have  shown  where  I  was  in  error  he 
would  have  done  so.  Therefore,  I  think  the 
great  increase  of  duty  under  that  head  has 
been  practically  admitted.  With  regard  to 
patent  medicines,  he  scouted  my  statement, 
and  tried  to  turn  the  matter  into  a  joke  about 
preventing  people  poisoning  themselves.  But  I 
would  pomt  out  that,  so  far  as  the  working- 
men  are  concerned,  there  are  many  of  these 
medicines  which  are  used  generally  as  family 
medicines,  and,  therefore,  increasing  this  duty 
to  40  per  cent,  simply  means  burdening  poor 
people  very  severely.  The  man  who  is  well  off 
can  call  m  his  doctor,  while  the  poorer  man 
cannot  afford  always  to  do  so.    For  commcfti 
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ailments  he  relies  upon  an  URea  several  of 
these  proprietary  medicineB  of  known  merit. 
Therefore,  that  item  of  taxation  harshly  presses 
on  the  poor  people  the  Government  professed 
to  benefit.  The  efieot  of  the  tariff  is  further 
clearly  to  be  seen  in  the  case  of  ad  valorem 
goods.  In  1893  the  amount  of  taxation  derived 
from  ad  valorem  goods  was  £492,286,  whilst  in 
1897  it  rose  to  i:634,043,  an  increase  of  over 
£140,000.  In  1893,  goods  admitted  under 
the  heading  "Weight"  paid  £159,173,  which 
amount  had  increased  in  1897  to  £187,498,  an 
increase  of  £28,000.  The  od  valorem  taxation 
per  head  of  the  population  in  1894  was  thus 
lis.  9id.,  whilst  in  1897  it  had  risen  to  16s. 
5id.  There  can  be  no  dispute  but  that  on  ad 
valorem  goods  there  has  been  a  very  heavy 
increase.  It  is  there  where  the  objectionable 
increased  taxation  has  been  most  largely  im- 
posed. It  is  there  the  people  are  bled.  Under 
the  head  '*Ad  valorem  goods"  are  included  many 
of  the  necessaries  of  life  in  the  way  of  wearing 
apparel  and  housekeeping.  The  class  includes 
drapery,  boots  and  shoes,  hats,  basketware, 
carpets,  matting,  crockery,  glassware,  medi- 
cines, furniture,  ironmongery,  millinery,  and  a 
host  of  other  necessaries  all  essential  to  the 
comfort  of  life.  The  duties  have  been  in- 
creased on  those  articles,  and  the  result  has 
been  to  largely  increase  the  revenue  by,  it 
seems  to  me,   the    hard    grinding  of  money 

Srincipally  out  of  the  earnings  of  the  in- 
ustrious  people.  These  reasons  seem  to  me 
to  amply  justify  my  amendment,  and  for  the 
House  to  assert  itself  by  bringing  the  Govern- 
ment to  account  on  this  Imprest  Supply  Bill. 
I  think  the  Government  should  be  compelled  to 
call  the  House  together  earlier  after  the  close 
of  every  financial  year,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  be  allowed  this  unlimited 
control  which  they  have  gradually  and  uncon- 
stitutionally usurped — a  control  assumed  be- 
caiiFe  members  are  supine,  but  which  ought  pro- 
perly to  be  vested  in  this  House.  I  am  sure 
that  every  well-wisher  of  tbe  colony  will  join 
in  protesting  against  the  position  we  have 
reached,  and  approve  of  every  right  and  every 
form  of  the  House  being  used  to  reassert  its 
authority.  I  move,  That,  before  agreeing  to 
go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  this  House  is  of 
opinion  that  the  operations  of  the  tariff  of 
1895  should  be  fully  inquired  into,  especially 
as  to  its  effect  on  the  taxation  of  the  industrial 
classes,  and  directs  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee to  make  such  an  inquiry,  and  report  to 
the  House  during  the  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  a  per- 
tinent question  to  ask  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. I  presume  this  amendment  has  his  sup- 
pott  and  approval  ? 

Captain  KUSSELL.— Yes. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  being  the  case,  I  have 
no  option 

Hon.  Membebs. — Oh  ! 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— Pile  on  the  agony. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  no  piling  on  of  the 

agony.    I  say  the  responsibility  of  a  motion  of 

this  kind  must  rest  on  those  who  propose  and 

sanction  it.    The  honourable  member,  in  pro- 

Mr,  Duthie 


posing  a  motion  of  this  sort  on  an  Imprest- 
Supply  Bill,  has  taken  a  most  unusual  course. 
I  challenge  the  honourable  member  to  show 
me  that  such  a  course  has  ever  before  been 
taken.  And  he  has  moved  this  in  the  face  of  the 
reply  which  I  gave  yesterday  to  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  and  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Smith),  that  I 
was  going  to  bring  down  the  Financial  State- 
ment next  week.  I  say  the  course  now  taken 
is  unprecedented,  unusual,  and  certainly  can 
lead  to  no  good.  No  possible  good  can 
arise  from  it.  To  force  a  debate  on  this  ques- 
tion now  is  disorganizing  the  business  of  th& 
House,  and  is  stopping  private  members'' 
business  going  on. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  the  honourable  member 
speaking  now  to  the  amendment  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  at  once  say  I  cannot 
accept  the  amendment,  and  must  treat  it  as  a- 
hostile  motion. 

An  Hon.  MEMBEB.-^Vote  against  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  was  giving  reasons  why  the 
honourable  member  was  taking  a  most  unusual' 
course,  and  without  giving  the  slightest  warn- 
ing. Yesterday  I  asked  the  House  to  bring  on 
the  Imprest  Supply  Bill  after  the  local  Bills. 
Now,  I  have  done  all  I  possibly  could  to^ 
facilitate  private  members'  business  and  Bills 
going  on ;  and  I  thought  we  should  have  th» 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  till  half-past  five,  an& 
then  go  on  to  the  orders  of  the  day.  Dis- 
organization must  ensue  as  a  result  of  the 
amendment  now  proposed.  The  responsi-  * 
bility  of  the  delay  does  not  rest  on  my 
shoulders.  I  say  there  are  any  number  of 
opportunities  on  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber could  have  got  these  questions  ventilated. 
When  he  made  a  speech  the  other  day  on  this 
subject  I  gave  him  a  clear  and  emphatic 
denial.  I  told  him  his  contentions  were  en- 
tirely fallacious,  and  could  not  be  home  out 
by  the  facts ;  but,  because  my  reply  to  his 
question  was  not  satisfactory,  now  the  honour- 
able member  tables  what  he  knew — and  I  say 
it  is  done  deliberately — to  be  a  no-confidenc*- 
motion. 

Hon.  Membebs.— Oh  I 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  it  is  not  a  no- confi- 
dence motion  when  they  propose  it — so  they 
say  now ;  but  if  they  carried  it,  then,  Sir^ 
it  would  be,  and  I  should  be  asked  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  **  What  are  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  ?"  This  is  one  of 
those  "  left  wing  " — I  was  going  to  quote  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  J.  Hutcheson)  — I  think  he  said  left- 
handed  motions.  I  cannot,  Sir,  under  such 
circumstances,  have  Imprest  Supply  stopped. 
Did  not  honourable  members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  ask  me  to  bring  down  the  Imprest 
Supply  Bill  and  pass  it  through— to  let  them 
know  when  I  was  going  to  do  it  ?  I  gave  them 
notice  two  days  ago ;  I  informed  them  that  I 
was  going  to  introduce  the  Bill  on  Wednesday ; 
and  I  say,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
treated  me  as  I  have  treated  the  Opposition 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  told  you  a  week  ago. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  never  told  me  yon  wes^ 
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foing  to  interoepfe  Imprest  Supply.  I  had  no 
warning  whatever  that  such  an  amendment 
was  going  to  be  moved.  Then,  what  are  the 
groonds  for  the  honourable  gentleman's  mo- 
tion? The  honourable  member  says,  first  of 
all,  that  this  is  a  protest  against  the  House 
being  called  together  at  the  latest  date  possible 
by  law,  and  that  this  hampers  members,  and 
takes  away  from  them  the  oontrol  of  finance. 
Well,  Sir,  what  has  been  the  practice  when 
those  gentlemen  were  on  these  benches  ?  Did 
they  not  invariably  call  the  House  together 
as  we  have  been  doing  for  years  ?  I  say  the 
OQStom  has  been  to  call  the  House  together 
ju4t  a  week  or  two  at  the  earliest  before  the  end 
of  the  financial  year.  But  what  consideration 
has  been  shown  to  me  because  I  kept  good 
faith  ?  If  I  had  wanted  to  take  advantage  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition — if  I  had  wanted 
to  take  advantage  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  moved  this  amendment — botb  of  whom 
were  *\way  from  the  colony — I  should  have 
oalled  the  House  together  a  month  earlier,  and 
have  gone  on  with  public  business,  leaving  them 
in  tiie  Mother-country.  Now,  because  I  acted 
straightforwardly  and  honourably  I  am  to  be 
accused 

Hon.  Membebs.— Oh,  oh  t 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  honourably,  and  I  am 
going  to  prove  it  in  a  moment.  On  the  day  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  was  leaving  Wellington 
I  went  to  see  him  off,  and  he  asked  me,  **  When 
do  you  think  the  House  wUl  meet?  Will  it 
be  about  the  usual  time  ?  "  My  answer  was 
**  Yes."  And  I  considered  I  was  bound  by 
what  I  had  said  to  him  on  the  eve  of  his  de- 
parture when  he  asked  me  this  question.  If 
1  had  oalled  the  House  together  earlier  I  should 
have  taken  advantage  of  him,  and  should  have 
oonsidered  I  had  been  acting  dishonourably. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Do  you  want  credit  for 
that? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  want  any  credit  for 
it.  But  I  say  it  does  not  lie  with  Mr.  Duthie, 
who  was  one  of  the  absent  ones,  to  turn  round 
and  say  thai  I  postponed  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  by  those  means  deprived  honour- 
able members  of  their  right  of  reviewing  the 
finances  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— The  House  was  pulled  down ; 
yon  oould  not  hold  Parliament  in  tents. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member 
knows  that  if  the  Prime  Minister  has  his  mmd 
made  up  to  do  a  thing  he  does  it.  At  all  events, 
the  difficulties  were  not  insuperable,  if  I  had 
wanted  to  do  so.  But  I  did  not ;  and  I  think, 
myself — the  honourable  member  has  been 
giving  me  a  little  "  gruel,'*  and  he  now  ought 
to  take  some  himself  kindly — had  I  done  so  I 
■honld  have  laid  myself  open  to  adverse  criti- 
oism,  to  the  efiect  that  I  was  taking  an  unfair 
and  unjust  advantage  of  the  Opposition.  Now, 
Sir,  I  never  take  advantages — I  would  not 
think  of  doing  so.  So  much  for  that  charge 
against  the  Government.  Now,  the  next  was 
tiiat  I  made  a  statement  that  the  £125,000 
was  to  come  out  of  last  year's  £800,000. 
I  never  ssdd  anything  of  the  kind,  because 
that  was  impossible.     The  £800,000,  as  can  be 
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seen  by  the  Statement,  w  s  transferred  before 
the  81st  Maroh.  That  being  the  case,  it  was 
impossible  for  me,  as,  Oolonial  Treasurer,  to 
make  such  an  erroneous  statement.  But  the 
acoustic  properties  of  this  House  are  peculiar. 
It  is  wonderful  how  on  that  side  of  the  House 
they  hear  quite  difierently  from  what  we  do  on 
this  side.  The  word  "  not "  miscarries ;  *'  this 
year"  is  transposed  into  **  last  year" — and  I 
can  only  attribute  it  to  the  acoustic  properties 
of  the  chamber.  The  honourable  member  is 
pretty  good  at  hearing. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— No,  I  am  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man admits  that  he  is  rather  hard  of  hearing 
I  shall  never  again  accuse  him  of  wilfully  mis- 
representing me — I  shall  put  it  down  to  his 
being  a  little  deaf.  I  am  sorry  for  him,  but 
I  hope  be  may  soon  be  restored  to  perfect 
hearing.  However,  I  tell  him  this :  it  is  quite 
true  that  of  the  £800,000  which  we  propose  to 
transfer  from  the  consolidated  revenue  to  Public 
Works  Account  we  propose  to  do  the  same  as 
last  year.  I  have  not  kept  that  back  from  the 
House.  I  have  told  the  House  and  the  country 
so  during  the  recess,  and  I  believe,  myself,  it 
is  as  well  we  should  do  so.  Now  we  come 
to  another  phase  of  the  question :  Honourable 
members  know  very  well,  last  year  I  only  got 
assistance  by  aid  to  public  works  to  the  extent 
of  a  quarter  of  a  million.  Members  looking  at 
the  Statement  will  find  that  for  public-works 
purposes,  I  think,  £51,000  odd  was  available. 
They  know  four  months  of  the  year  are  gone. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— It  is  your  fault. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  no  fault  of  mine ;  I 
cannot  stop  time.  And  if  I  had  brought  mem- 
bers here  earlier  I  should  have  been  blamed  ; 
and  this  year  particularly  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  calling  the  House  together  sooner  than 
usual,  because  we  only  prorogued  on  the  2lBt 
December,  and  members  must  have  some  time 
to  look  after  their  private  business — they  must 
be  at  home  some  little  time ;  and  to  say  you 
should  bring  them  here  in  February  or  March, 
when  they  only  left  in  December,  is  a  mon- 
strous proposal,  and  I  should  have  been  very 
much  blamed  had  I  done  so.  Under  ordinary 
oircumstances,  and  by  past  precedents,  whilst 
the  House  prorogued  in  October  it  never  met 
before  May  or  June.  So  that  charge  falls  to 
the  ground.  Then  we  come  to  another  phase 
of  the  question.  Is  this  the  time  that  we 
should  go  into  the  question  of  a  new  tarifi? 
I  do  not  think  so  ;  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man can  give  no  precedent  for  bringing 
forward  a  question  like  this.  The  tarifi  has 
onlv  had  a  couple  of  years'  time  to  work, 
and  unless  there  are  good,  and  substantial,  and 
broad  grounds  we  should  not  be  everlastingly 
tinkering  with  our  tariff,  and  disturbing  die 
commerce  of  the  country.  The  honourable 
member  must  know — and  no  one  knows  it 
better — that  once  you  come  to  a  decision  as 
to  your  tariff  you  should  not  be  altering  it 
every  year.  Even  the  fact  of  tabling  this 
motion  and  the  attitude  of  the  honourable 
member  may  to  some  extent  disturb  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  colony.    Of  course,  to 
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some  people  that  is  nothing.  There  are  some 
people  who  consider  that  it  means  nothing  to 
interfere  year  by  year  with  our  trade  and  oom- 
merce,  and  who  think'  there  is  never  to  be 
anything  of  a  settled  character  in  this  colony. 
If  there  is  one  thing  above  another  that  re- 
quires to  be  settled  I  consider  it  is  our  tariff. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL.— And    the  bank  basi- 
ness. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  will  take  us  some  time 
before  we  settle  that.  I  come  now  to  the 
general  principle  of  raising  moneys  in  and 
without  the  colony.  It  is  quite  true  that 
since  we  have  been  in  office  we  have  taken  from 
the  consolidated  revenue  £1)380,000  and  trans- 
ferred it  to  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  I 
defend  that  step  on  broad  grounds.  I  say  that 
if  you  will  borrow,  and  if  you  continually 
borrow  large  sums  and  borrow  them  out  of  the 
colony,  you  are  year  by  year  impoverishing  the 
colony,  because  you  are  sending  the  interest 
for  the  payment  of  that  loan-money  out  of  the 
colony.  Therefore  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
where  it  is  possible,  without  causing  hardship 
or  inconvenience,  or  without  pressing  too 
harshly  on  any  one  in  the  colony,  it  is  much 
better  to  have  a  surplus  revenue,  and  to 
utilise  that  surplus  revenue  for  necessary 
reproductive  works.  I  am  a  firm  believer 
in  that,  and  if  borrowing  outside  the 
colony  can  be  avoided,  or  borrowing  at  all, 
I  think  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  do  so.  That  is  my  opinion  on  that 
broad  question.  If  we  raise  money  in  the 
colony,  although  we  have  to  pay  jt  ^'  i  P^' 
cent,  more  for  it,  it  is  our  own  money:  it 
comes  from  the  people,  and  it  goes  back  to  the 
people.  It  is  true  it  is  spread  over  a  larger 
number  of  people,  but  it  never  leaves  the 
country;  and  for  transferring  this  £1,330,000 
from  the  consolidated  revenue  to  the  Public 
Works  Fund  I  should  be  given  credit,  instead 
of  which  I  get  blame  for  my  action.  I  say 
that  any  honourable  gentleman  who  carries 
out  that  prudent  policy  ought  to  be  com- 
mended for  so  doing.  If  that  is  a  charge 
against  the  Government,  then  I  say  it  is  base- 
less, and  lacks  solid  foundation.  I  come  now 
to  another  phase  of  the  question.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says  that  the  estimates  for 
public  works  ought  to  be  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted simultaneously  with  the  Financial  State- 
ment— in  other  words,  we  ought  to  know 
now  what  our  ways  and  means  are  for  public 
works.  I  say,  Sir,  if  I  had  last  year  raised 
half  a  million  for  public  works,  as  some  mem- 
bers pressed  me  to  do,  I  would  have  no  neces- 
sity to  make  this  transposition  of  money  from 
the  consolidated  revenue  to  the  Public  Works 
Fund.  But  why  raise  more  than  is  wanted  for 
the  time  being  ?  We  have  already  had  an  ex- 
perience of  that.  We  raised  a  million  and  a 
naif  for  the  purpose  of  advances  to  settlers, 
and  what  did  we  lose  ?  Before  we  could  lend 
that  money  out  we  had  lost  over  £20,000.  We 
could  not  invest  it.  It  has  to  be  remembered 
that  we  borrowed  at  3  per  cent.,  and  that 
out  of  every  £100  we  got  only  £94  68.  8d.,  and 
lor  what  we  invested — pending  being  able  to 
Mr.  Seddon 


advance  it  to  settlers— we  only  received  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  2  percent.,  or  perhaps  lees ; 
consequently,  we  had  a  loss.  There  was  the 
loss,  first  of  all,  of  the  difference  between  the 
£100  and  the  £94  Gs.  8d.,  and  then  the  dif- 
ference in  the  interest  we  received  and  the 
interest  we  paid.  For  those  reasons,,  then,  I 
say  it  is  prudent  finance  to  raise  only  as  muoh 
money  from  time  to  time  as  is  required  to 
carry  on  with. 

Mr.  MoGUIRE.  — You  wanted  to  borrow 
three  millions,  and  the  Opposition  stopped 
you. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Nothing  of  the  kind ;  we  had 
the  power  to  raise  three  millions  under  the  Act. 
The  Opposition  has  its  functions  to  perform, 
and  they  perform  them  badly,  as  they  axe 
doing  at  the  present  moment.  Now,  I  think 
I  have  fully  explained  how  it  is  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  have  my  ways  and  means 
settled  at  present.  When  I  bring  down  my 
Financial  Statement  I  have  to  go  into  the 
question  of  ways  and  means,  and  give  the 
true  position  of  the  Public  Works  funds  to 
honourable  members.  This  intercepting  of  an 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  is  unprecedented  in  the 
face  of  the  fact  that  the  House  will  have 
the  full  financial  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment within  a  week.  I  am  positively  pledged 
to  the  House  to  that  effect,  and  that  pro- 
mise will  be  faithfully  carried  out ;  and  why, 
then,  should  the  honourable  member  move 
this  motion?  I  ask  honourable  members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  if  it  is  fair  to  attack 
the  Government  in  this  way  within  a  week  of 
the  Financial  Statement  coming  down.  If 
this  had  been  a  motion  on  going  into  ordinary 
Committee  of  Supply  I  could  not  have  com- 
plained, and  I  could  not  have  said  I  was  taken 
Dv  surprise,  or  that  a  precedent  of  a  dangerous 
character  was  being  laid  down.  What  is  our 
position?  Intercepting  the  imprest  supply 
means  that  if  we  do  not  pass  this  Bill  to-day,  or 
to-morrow  at  the  latest,  it  is  not  possible  for  me 
to  pay  the  monthly  accounts.  The  honourable 
member  knows  that  is  a  fact. 
Mr.  DUTHIE.— We  have  heard  that  before. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
says  he  has  heard  it  before,  and  therefore  all 
the  more  credit  is  due  to  me  and  to  other  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  for  supplying  only 
what  are  facts  to  members  opposite.  Facts  are 
stubborn  things.  I  think  I  have  now  fully  ex- 
plained the  question  of  ways  and  means.  Then, 
the  honourable  member  has  told  us  something 
about  members  visiting  Ministers ;  and  I  did 
say,  jocularly,  that  they  were  wesfing  out  the 
carpets.  But  honourable  members  have  done 
that  from  time  iomiemorial,  and  they  will  do 
it  to  the  end  of  time,  and  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  they  should  not.  When  my  friends  oppo- 
site were  in  power  the  same  thing  was  done. 
And  some  day  in  the  far  future  my  honourable 
friend  will  no  doubt  be  a  Minister  of  the  Grown, 
and  I  warn  him  to  keep  in  touch  with  honour- 
able members.  If  you  slap  honourable  mem- 
bers in  the  face,  and  tell  them  that  they  are 
wearing  away  the  oarpet,  and  that  the  finances 
of  the  colony  will  not  stand  it,  they  will  i 
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get  a  new  Colonial  Treasurer.  As  far  as  I  am 
eonoemed,  1  tell  honourable  members  opposite 
that,  if  this  ia  one  of  the  crimes  they  allege 
«gainst  me,  I  cordially  invite  them,  and  also 
honourable  members  from  this  side  of  the 
House,  to  come  and  see  me  whenever,  in  the 
interests  of  their  constitaents  or  the  well-being 
of  the  colony,  they  find  it  necessary  to  do  so ; 

OQQ  and  the  more  I  am  in  touch  with 
*  honourable  members,  and  the  oftener 
honourable  members  on  both  sides  approach 
Ministers,  the  better  for  all  concerned.  And  it 
is  our  duty  to  receive  all  honourable  members 
•courteously,  and,  if  we  cannot  give  them  what 
they  want,  it  is  right  to  say  so  as  pleasantly  as 
we  can.  The  question  next  comes  as  to  the 
remission  of  tajuktion.  I  said,  in  answer  to 
the  question  the  other  day — ^and  the  honour- 
able member  makes  this  the  most  serious  of 
charges — that  in  twenty  months,  as  between 
increases  made  by  the  tariff  and  remissions 
granted  under  it,  there  was  only  a  net  increase 
of  £38,000  as  an  effect  of  the  new  tariff. 
Whether  the  honourable  member  accepts  it  or 
not,  it  is  a  positive  fact,  for  the  twenty  months 
ending  81st  December,  1897 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Give  us  the  figures. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member 
8av8,  "  Give  us  the  figures.'*  I  have  given  them. 
I  have  said  there  was  £155,581  of  increases ; 
and  decreases  by  remission,  £116,832 :  net  in- 
orease,  £88,749. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— On  what? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— For  the  twenty  months 
from  the  operation  of  the  tariff  to  the  end 
of  last  December  the  total  increase  of  items 
touched  by  the  tariff  is  £155,581.  The  de- 
crease—that  is,  remissions  granted  under  the 
same  tariff— is  £116,832.  The  net  increase, 
therefore,' is  only  £88,749;  whilst  from  beer 
dnty  alone 

Mr.  DUTHIE.->What  twenty  months  is  it? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — From  the  commencement 
of  the  Act  to  the  81st  of  last  December. 
I  Ko  twenty  months  back  from  the  31st  of 
last  December.  At  all  events,  I  said  there 
wsB  an  increase  on  beer  duty  of  £8,162 ;  spirits, 
£97,576;  cigarettes  and  tobacco,  £3,000:  a 
net  total  increase  of  £89,525,  or  £1,000  more 
from  those  three  items  than  the  net  increase  of 
£88,749.  Then,  in  decreases,  on  the  item  o£ 
tea  alone  we  gave  remissions  which  amounted 
to  £65,838.  Then,  Sir,  )encing-wire,  £22.000; 
and  for  woolpacks,  £9,000.  I  therefore  say 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  there  is 
no  good  reason  to  complain.  I  wish  to 
^oome  to  this  question :  The  honourable  mem- 
ber says,  "  Why  do  you  take  twenty  months  ?  " 
I  take  it  because  for  the  first  year,  as  proved  by 
returns  before  the  honourable  gentleman,  our 
stocks  in  the  colony,  owing  to  the  fact  that  for 
Hhne  years  the  tariff  was  unsettled,  were  in 
sn  abnormally  low  state,  and  it  took  over  the 
tot  year  before  the  stocks  in  the  colony 
MsiiTned  their  normal  condition.  And  the  proof 
of  that  is  given  in  this :  As  regards  the  increase, 
tdking  the  value  of  imports  for  1895-96,  there 
wss  an  increase  for  the  first  year  of  £1,816,000 
in  the  imports.    Now,  last  year,  as  compared 


with  the  previous  year,  there  was  only  an  in- 
crease of  £845,000,  therefore  showing  that  the 
stocks  had  arrived  at  an  abnormally  low  condi- 
tion, to  the  extent  of  one  million  sterling. 
Consequently,  when  goods  were  imported  it  in- 
flated the  tariff  for  the  year ;  and  it  is  absurd 
to  say  that  you  have  taken  more  money  from 
the  people  than  you  have  a  right  to  take.  Yon 
must  take  the  whole  period ;  and  the  tariff  is 
working  fairly,  not  oppressively.  Take  flannel- 
ette, for  instance :  It  is  only  the  higher  class 
that  is  paying  extra «duty.  As  to  the  lower- 
price  goods,  we  remitted  the  duty  altogether 
upon  them.  Then,  as  far  as  smoking  is  con- 
cerned, I  admit  that  the  working-man  enjoys 
his  pipe  just  as  I  do  my  cigar ;  but  the  increase 
is  upon  the  luxuries — cigars  and  cigarettes,  and 
as  to  the  lower-price  tobaccos,  used  by  the  work- 
ing-man, there  is  no  special  increase.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  trust  the  House  will 
come  to  a  division  at  once  on  this  question,  and 
let  us  go  on  with  the  busmess  of  the  country. 
I  am  sorry  I  am  forced  into  the  position  I  am, 
but  the  responsibility  must  be  on  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  opposite. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa).  —The  honour- 
able gentleman  says  he  is  forced  by  the  Opposi- 
tion into  declaring  this  to  be  a  motion  of 
no  confidence. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear.  hear. 

Hon.  Membebs. — ^No,  no. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  I  did.  I  made  the 
statement  I  could  not  accept  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  Hon.  the  Premier 
should  have  said  that  he  feels  his  position  in 
this  House  now  to  be  such  a  precarious  one 
that  he  is  perforce  compelled  to  make  any 
adverse  motion  from  this  side  of  the  House  a 
no*  confidence  motion  in  order  to  put  pressure 
on  his  reluctant  followers. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  would  have  made 
it  so  if  able  to  carry  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  I  would  have  made  it  so  if  able  to 
carry  it.  The  Minister  of  Lands  is  trifling 
with  the  question.  He  cannot  for  a  moment 
contend  that  the  motion  was  proposed  by  the 
honoarable  member  for  Wellington  City  as  a 
motion  of  want  of  confidence. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh,  yes,  and  after  consulta- 
tion with  your  leader. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  motion  was  practi- 
cally proposed  as  an  emphatic  protest  against 
the  refusal  of  information  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  his  colleagues  have  per- 
sistently denied  to  this  House.  As  was  stated 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City, 
instead  of  bringing  down  the  Financial  and 
Public  Works  Statements  in  time  to  admit  of 
their  proper  discussion,  as  has  been  the  practice 
of  Parliament  after  Parliament,  he,  in  the  first 
place,  has  delayed  the  meeting  of  the  House, 
and  in  the  second  place  has  delayed  the  Finan- 
cial and  Public  Works  Statements,  dangling 
the  "  carrots  "  of  the  latter  before  honourable 
members  right  down  to  the  very  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  gave  the  number  of  days  which  elapsed  after 
the  meeting  of  Parliament  until  the  Finan-^ 
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'oial  Statement  was  presented  in  1887,  1888, 
and  1889,  and  I  will  give  a  little  more  in  the 
same  direction.  Taking  the  yeajrs  from  1879 
to  1884  inclusive,  the  Financial  Statement  was 
delivered  on  an  average  twenty  days  after  Parlia- 
ment met ;  from  1884  to  1887  the  average  was 

.eighteen  days ;  from  1887  to  1890— the  period 
of  the  Atkinson  Government— tbe  average  was 
fourteen  days;  from  1890  to  1893— the  period 
during  which  the  late  Mir.  Ballance  was  Pre- 
mier—  the  average  was  six  days;   and  from 

'1898  to  1897  — the  period  during  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  been  at  the 

'head  of  the  Government — the  average  has  been 
twenty-eight  days.  From  1879  to  1884  the 
Public  Works  Statement  was  presented,  on  the 
average,  forty-three  days  before  the  session 
closed;  from  1884  to  1887— when  the  Stout- 
Yogel  Government  was  in  office— the  average 
was  thirty- three  days;  from  1887  to  1890— 
during  the  reign  of* the  Atkinson  Government 

'—the  average  was  twenty-nine  days;  the 
Ballance  Government,  from  1891  to  1893,  shows 
an  average  of  sixteen  days;  but  since  the 
present  Government  came  into  office  the 
average  time  given  to  Parliament  to  discuss 
the  Public  Works  Statement  and  pass  the  esti- 
mates has  been  reduced  to  twelve  days ;  in  fact, 
last  session  the  Public  Works  Statement  was 
brought  down  only  seven  days  before  the  close 
of  the  session.  What  plainer  proof  than  these 
figures  can  be  given  of  the  determination  of 
the  Government  on  these  benches  to  taJke  away 
from  this  House,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  all 
control  over  the  finances  of  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  have  got  a  score  of 
returns  this  session. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  compliment  the  honourable  gentleman  on 
having  taken  a  lesson  from  some  of  his  experi- 
•noes  of  last  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  are  doing  it  in  accord- 
ance with  your  request,  and  then  you  are  blam- 
ing us  for  doing  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.- 1  give  die  honourable 
member  credit  for  what  he  has  done,  but  I  am 
not  precluded  from  censuring  him  for  what  he 
has  refused  to  do.  We  have  been  in  session 
since  the  24th  June— considerably  more  than 
a  month.  Why  does  he  not  bring  down  the 
Financial  Statement,  instead  of  an  Imprest 
Supply  Bill  without  any  information  sucn  as 
ought    to    be    before    the    House  as    to   the 

'financial  condition  of  the  country  ?  I  will 
give  another  set  of  figures  to  the  House  to 
show  what  has  been  done  by  the  present 
Government.  The  Financial  Statement  has 
been  presented  to  the  House  by  various  Go- 
vernments as  I  have  stated,  and  when  the 
TOoposals  therein  have  been  adopted  the  Public 
Works  Statement  has  followed  at  various  in- 
tervals. From  1879  to  1884  the  average  num- 
ber of  days  that  elapsed  between  the  adoption 
of  the  Financial  Statement  by  the  House  and 
the  presentation  of  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment was   twenty-four   days;    from   1884  to 

.1887  it  was  thirtnr-five  days ;  from  1887  to  1891 
it  was  eishteen  days ;  from  1891  to  1893  it  was 

'fifty-six  days ;  and  during  the  four  years  of  the 
Mr.  Buchanan 


present  Government  it  has  been  no  less  than 
sixty  days. 

An  Hon.  Mbubeb.— The  Financial  State- 
ment? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No;  the  Public  Works 
Statement  has  not  been  brought  down  by  the 
present  Government  until  sixty  days,  on  the 
average,  after  the  Financial  Statement  has  been 
passed  by  the  House.  The  evidence  is  therefore 
perfectly  conclusive  of  the  determination  of 
the  present  party  in  power  to  manipulate  the 
finances  with  as  little  interference  by  this 
House  as  possible.  Then,  as  to  the  position  of 
the  Customs  duties.  Figures  were  given  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
that  were  absolutely  gonclusive  that  the 
amendment  of  the  tariff  in  1885,  instead  of 
producing  an  increase  that  was  estimated  at 
£10,000,  has  enormously  increased  the  burdena 
of  the  people.  If  honourable  members  will 
look  at  tne  figures  they  will  find  that,  whereaa 
the  increase  in  the  Customs  duties  for  the  four 
financial  years  ending  the  31st  March,  1895,. 
was  only  £42,000,  the  increase  in  the  three  sub- 
sequent years  ending  the  31st  March  last  was 
no  less  than  £865,000.  Will  the  Hon.  the 
Premier,  in  the  face  of  such  facts,  assert  for  a 
moment  that  that  enormous  increase  has  been 
owing  to  the  increased  eaming-power  of  the 
population  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— For  twenty  months  ending 
on  the  Slst  December,  1897,  the  total  increase 
caused  by  the  passing  of  the  new  tariff  in  1895 
is  only  £155,000. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man  cannot  get  away  from  the  plain  faote  I 
have  stated — namely,  that  the  enormous  in- 
crease which  has  taken  place  in  the  Customs 
taxation  paid  by  the  people  has  immediately 
followed  the  amendment  of  the  tariff  in  1895. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly.  As  far  as  the 
responsibility  of  the  new  tariff  for  an  increase 
is  concerned,  the  new  tariff  is  not  responsible 
for  it.  If  the  people  will  spend  more  money, 
and  give  me  voluntarily  more  revenue,  I  cannot 
help  that,  but  I  take  it  and  look  pleasant. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  the  people  spend  more  money.  Will 
the  honourable  gentleman  tell  us  if  the  work- 
ing people  of  this  colony  are  earning  higher 
wages  than  they  were  three  years  ago  ? 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — Yes ;  and  they  have 
more  work. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  —  Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  tell  us  that  traders*  profits  have 
increased  during  the  same  time?  I  say  he 
cannot  tell  us  anything  of  the  sort.  Do  the 
farmers  generally  secure  increased  prices  for 
their  produce?  No!  The  answer,  unfortu- 
nately, must  be  No.  The  honourable  member 
for  Oamaru  does  not  seem  to  agree  with  what 
I  say,  but  he  has  this  year  to  face  the  faot 
that  the  item  of  export  which  forms  between 
one-third  and  one-half  of  the  total  exports  of 
the  colony — namely,  wool— has  fallen  in  prioe 
something  like  2d.  per  pound. 

An.  Hon.  Membeb. — Is  that  the  (Govern- 
ment's fault  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No,  I  do  not  blame  the 
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Qovenunant  for  that;  but  tht  power  of  the 
colony  to  pay  higher  Customs  taxation  is  less 
when  the  prices  of  produce  are  reduced  in  this 
manner.  I  will  take  a  further  item  in  eonneo- 
tion  with  the  finance  of  the  present  (Government, 
whioh  18  of  great  importance  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances  of  the  colony.  If 
hononrable  members  will  turn  to  the  Public 
Works  Appropriation  Account  for  last  year, 
B.-7A,  pages  8  to  25,  under  the  head  of 
**  Roads,"  they  will  find  that  we  voted  no  less 
than  £424,272  under  922  separate  headings, 
though  the  total  sum  available  was  only 
£253,543.  If  we  take  emy  one  of  these  items 
out  of  the  total  number— say,  one  of  £100 — 
and  if  the  full  amount  is  spent,  clearly  some 
other  vote  must  go  short,  and  we  may  be  sure 
that  it  is  not  one  belonging  to  a  district 
represented  by  an  honourable  member  of  the 
'*  right  colour."  This  method  of  voting  money 
is  quite  a  new  practice  introduced  by  the  pre- 
sent Government.  Honourable  members  will 
eee  if  they  turn  to  the  appropriations  of  any 
previous  Government  that  no  such  practice 
as  this  obtained.  I  therefore  hope,  when  the 
estimases  are  brought  down,  that  the  House 
will  discuss  this  important  matter  fully,  and 
put  these  appropriations  upon  a  sound  footing. 
I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City. 

Mr.  HOGG  (MaBterton).~The  honourable 
member  for  Walrarapa,  as  usual,  has  made 
what  he  reckons  a  very  severe  attack  upon  the 
Government  policy.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man complains  bitterly  that  the  Public  Works 
Statement  is  systematically  suspended,  like  so 
many  carrots,  under  the  eyes  of  the  members  of 
this  House  until  the  end  of  every  session.  But 
there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  he  always 
gets  his  share  of  the  carrots,  and  that  last  ses- 
sion he  got  a  much  larger  share  that  I  did.  At 
All  events,  he  has  been  able  to  accomplish  more 
than  I  have  been  able  to  accomplish.  He  got 
a  grant  of  several  thousands  of  pounds  for 
-dilapidated  bridges  in  his  neighbourhood,  and, 
much  to  the  disgust  of  many  of  his  own  con- 
stituents, about  three  times  the  amount  of 
money  is  being  expended  on  these  bridges  that 
•competent  engineering  authorities  say  is  actu- 
ally required.  I  do  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  deny  that  for  a  moment.  Close 
to  his  own  homestead  at  Tapurupuru,  Glad- 
tone,  a  bridge  is  now  being  raised  a  height  of  6  ft. 
above  its  former  elevation,  till  it  is  on  a  level 
with  the  top  of  the  roof  of  the  adjacent  hotel. 
It  is  now  the  laughing-stock  of  the  district. 
The  repair  of  that  bridge  should  only  have  cost 
£700  or  £800 — and  the  honourable  gentleman 
JmowB  that — and  bad  the  work  been  promptly 
taken  in  hand  the  settlers  would  have  had  the 
-use  of  it  several  months  ago.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  have  been  kept  more  than  twelve 
months  out  of  the  use  of  the  bridge,  and  now 
it  is  being  repaired  and  elevated  at  a  cost  of 
£2,500  when  it  should  only  have  cost  £700.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  monstrous  pieces  of  extrava- 
gance ever  perpetrated  on  the  people  of  the 
4)olony.    And  who  has  been  at  the  bottom  of 


it?  The  honourable  gentleman  himself.  It  is. 
due  to  his  amateur  engineering.  He  led  the 
Engineers  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
astray.  He  told  them  the  flood  had  been  up  to 
the  floor  of  the  bridge,  and  that  it  was  neces- 
sary it  should  be  raised,  when,  according  to  the 
evidence  of  the  oldest  residents,  the  highest 
flood  they  have  ever  had  has  not  been  within 
several  feet  of  the  bridge.  Then,  he  has  been 
arguing  this  afternoon  that  we  have  increased 
materially  the  taxation  of  the  people ;  that  a 
much  Jarger  amount  is  being  received  in  the 
shape  of  revenue  from  the  Customs  than  was 
received  a  few  years  ago.  But  he  has  not  taken, 
this  into  account,  and  that  is  where  I  charge 
him  with  endeavouring  to  throw  dust  in  the 
eyes  of  members  and  in  the  eyes  of  the 
country :  that  the  spending-power  of  the  people 
has  been  very  much  enlarged,  and  that  our 
imports  have  very  materially  increased.  And 
why  have  they  increased?  We  have  been 
introducing  machinery  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  into  New  Zealand  in  a  way  that  has 
never  been  done  before.  The  very  fact  that 
our  imports  have  increased  so  materially 
does  away  at  once  with  the  charge  that  there 
is  no  confidence  in  the  country.  I  say,  on  the 
contrary,  there  never  was  so  much  confidence 
on  the  part  of  manufacturers,  on  the  part  of 
producers,  on  the  part  of  the  farmers,  and  on 
the  part  of  the  working-classes,  as  there  is  at 
the  present  time.  New  Zealand  was  never 
before  in  such  a  highly  prosperous  condition. 
That,  Sir,  is  a  notorious  fact.  Not  merely 
have  our  merchants  benefited;  not  merely 
have  the  large  landholders  benefited  very 
largely — and  I  will  mention  one  gentleman 
that  the  honourable  member  is  acquainted 
with  who  acknowledges  the  country  was  never 
in  such  a  highly  prosperous  condition,  and  that 
he  himself  had  never  fared  so  well  as  under 
this  administration.  The  gentleman  whom 
I  refer  to  is  Mr.  Charles  Pharazyn,  who  has 
quite  recently  made  a  very  profitable  seAe 
of  some  of  his  property.  Would  he  have 
realised  only  a  few  years  ago  anything  like 
the  amount  he  has  lately  obtained  by  the 
sale  of  his  property  at  Feilding?  I  venture 
to  say  that  he  would  not.  He  informs  me 
that  he  has  been  able  to  clear  £10,000  in  hard 
cash  by  the  sale  of  that  property.  Now,  Sir, 
we  will  leave  the  large  landholders  alone,  and 
we  will  come  to  the  case  of  the  small  settler, 
and  in  this  connection  I  should  just  like  to 
read,  for  the  edification  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  a  portion  of  a  letter  that  I  received 
last  night  from  a  constituent  of  Mr.  George 
Hutchison,  the  honourable  member  for  Patea* 
He  lives  at  Te  Kapua,  whioh  I  believe  is  in  the 
honourable  gentleman's  district.  This  settler, 
who  is  a  stranger  to  me,  writes  as  follows  : — 

"I  am  a  Crown  tenant— a  young  man  at 
that->in  this  block.  I  have  been  identified  with 
the  Liberal  cause  this  ten  years  past,  before  the 
party  lines  were  as  clearly  defined  as  they  are 
at  present.  Experience  coupled  with  observa- 
tion convinces  me  I  need,  not  expect  any  Con- 
servative mea9ures  calculated  to  benefit  the 
class  I  form  part  of— namely,  the  labouring 
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oIms.  Then,  I  say,  the  Oonservative  party  would 
neyer  oondesoend  to  recognise  the  claims  of 
ns,  but  as  some  of  them  stigmatized  us  settlers 
here,  *  Oh  t  (Government  pauper  settlers  I  No 
social  status.'  They  voiced  the  sentiments  of 
the  whole  Tory  party  in  thus  summing  us  up. 
Now,  I  will  state  how  we  are  getting  along. 
There  are  some  forty  of  us  in  this  blook.  We  ail 
started  without  capital  some  four  or  five  years 
ago.  It  is  just  beginning  to  get  self-supporting 
now,  thanks  to  the  leniency  of  the  Land  Board 
with  regard  to  time  to  pay  rents,  also  the  action 
of  the  Lands  Department  in  giving  road  con- 
tracts to  settlers  to  assist  them  to  make  a  start." 

That  shows  you  what  the  public  •  works 
policy  is  doing. 

"Without  the  above  we  could  not  have 
done  any  good  whatever.  Some  enthusiastic 
men  did  outline  and  theorise  in  their  minds 
great  results,  but  when  they  had  to  face  the 
stem  realities  of  the  thing  it  did  not  "pan 
out"  as  they  anticipated.  They  cleared  off, 
condemning  the  policy  of  the  Gk)vemment,  the 
autocracy  of  Seddon,  the  need  of  purity  of  Go- 
vernment and  better  administration,  &c.  Now, 
I  maintain  the  Liberal  party  has  had  to  fight 
against  great  odds,  the  treachery  of  the  rank 
and  file— or  rather,  I  should  say,  a  good  per- 
oentage — who  would  sell  themselves  to  the 
money-bags,  and  sacrifice  principle  rather  than 
work  to  gain  the  upper  hand.  The  same  ap- 
pears to  apply  to  labour  candidates." 

I  am  sorry  the  whole  of  the  "  left-wing  '*  are 
not  in  their  seats. 

"They  make  a  great  sensation,  carry  all 
before  them  in  the  early  part  of  their  political 
career,  but  if  they  cannot  have  all  they 
clamour  for  they  mutiny,  revolt,  cease  to  be 
aggressive,  pass  over  to  the  enemy,  or  retire 
into  obscurity." 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Who  vrrites  that, 
may  I  ask  ? 

Mr.  HOGG.— Hen^  J.  Canton. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Recently  appointed 
aJ.P. 

Mr.  HOGG.— And  a  ver^  good  recommenda- 
tion, too,  because  he  wntes  a  most  sensible 
letter,  and  I  think  the  man  will  prove  to  be 

Suite  equal  to  the  position.  But,  Sir,  as  the 
onourable  gentleman  has  asked  this  question, 
I  will  read  another  little  bit  of  this  letter  for 
his  special  edification.  It  is  a  portion  that  I 
did  not  intend  to  read. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Lay  it  on  the  table 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Yes,  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.- As  a  point  of  order, 
Sir,  I  would  like  to  ask,  Is  the  honourable 
member  entitled  to  read  letters  commenting 
on  what  is  going  on  in  Parliament,  and  as  evi- 
dence of  that  to  have  it  laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand  that  the 
writer  only  refers  to  the  progress  of  his  dis- 
trict, and  that  what  has  been  read  was  not 
referring  to  any  debate  in  the  House. 

Mr.  HOGG.— He  goes  on  to  say, "  But  we  hope 
to  get  a  Liberal  in  to  represent  us  here  next 
struggle.    We  gave  Mr.  George  Hutchisoi^  " 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Oh !  I  cannot  allow  any 
Mr,  Hogg 


offensive  reflection  to  be  made  upon  a-  membet 
of  the  House  by  an  outsider's  letter  being  read 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  HOGG.— All  right,  Sir.  WiU  I  not  be 
allowed  to  refer 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  allow  any  im- 
proper reflections  to  be  made  on  members  by 
means  of  fikprivate  letter. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — I  do  not  object  ta 
reflections.  Sir. 

Mr.  HOGG. — I  hope  the  honourable  member 
is  not  averse  to  hearing  the  opinion  of  a  settler 
in  his  district? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Not  at  all;  I  am 
quite  delighted  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  HOGG.— The  passage  is  this  :— 

**  We  gave  Mr.  George  Hutchison  a  lively 
time  when  here  last  election  in  the  way  of 
questions.  He  condemned  the  Seddon  Gh>vem- 
ment,  made  sweeping  assertions  coupled  with 
plausibility ;  but  we  were  able  to  take  hia 
measure.  At  the  balloting  he  got  one  vote — 
his  scrutineer's— Remington,  twenty ;  and  we- 
bad  never  seen  or  heard  Remington,  as  he 
came  out  at  the  eleventh  hour.  We  carefully 
watch  all  the  Land  *Board  meetings,  and  all 
indorse  your  statements  a  while  ago — ^namely^ 
it  is  three  or  four  years  before  any  return  can 
be  expected  from  bush  land." 

Now,  I  will  lay  the  letter  on  the  table  so  that 
honourable  members  may  see  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  it  is  a  private  letter  it 
is  not  compulsory  on  a  member  to  lay  it  on 
the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Well,  sir,  I  have  merely  read 
this  letter  in  order  to  show  that  the  bush 
settlers,  the  men  who  are  represented  to  be 
unable  to  carry  out  their  contracts  with  thfr 
Government,  the  men  who,  as  it  has  been 
stated  here,  are  unable  to  pay  their  way  and 
are  being  driven  from  their  lands,  are  fairly 
satisfled  with  their  prospects.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Wairarapa  knows  thoroughly 
well  that  in  the  country  districts  now  there  ia 
a  demand  for  labour  such  as  there  was  not  a 
few  years  ago.  He  knows  that  the  position  of 
the  labourer  has  been  entirely  changed,  that 
his  wages  have  been  raised,  that  money  is  more 
plentiful,  that  work  is  more  plentiful,  and  I 
maintain  that  the  country  districts  are  far 
more  prosperous  than  they  have  been  for  many 
years  in  this  colony.  When  we  look  back  to 
the  condition  the  colony  was  in  a  few  years- 
ago,  before  this  tariff  was  introduced,  what  do- 
we  find  ?  We  find  that  the  people  were  unable 
to  import  the  necessaries  of  life  or  the  comforts 
of  life  as  they  are  doing  at  the  present  time. 
Now,  not  merely  are  they  able  to  indulge  freely 
in  the  necessaries  of  life,  but  they  also  are  able 
to  indulge  in  the  luxuries  of  life.  It  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  luxuries  are  now  being  imported 
which  could  not  be  imported  a  few  years  ago 
.  Q  that  we  have  such  a  surprising  in- 
crease  in  our  revenue  from  Customs. 
AH  I  hope,  Sir,  is  that  this  increase  will 
continue  ;  and  as  to  imports  flourishing,  which 
is  alleged  by  some  people  to  be  a  bad  sign 
in  a  country,  I  maintain  that  so  long  as  people 
are    spending   their   money    judiciously    and 
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oMftlning  only  what  they  absolutely  require  | 
iBom  abroad  they  cannot  import  too  mnoh.  It 
if  when  we  begin  to  find  that  we  cannot  pay  oar 
way  that  we  shoald  hold  our  hands  and  en- 
deavour to  produce  our  own  neoessaries  and 
import  less.  But  the  fact  that  our  imports  are 
in<3reasingy  our  reyenue  is  increasing,  that  the 
price  of  our  land  is  increasing,  and  that  the 
settlers  have  opportunities  and  facilities  now 
such  as  they  had  nothing  to  compare  with  a 
ittw  years  ago,  what  does  it  point  to  ?  To  a 
condition  of  general  prosperity  on  the  part  of 
the  whole  colony  such  as  it  has  not  en- 
joyed for  many  years.  I  trust,  Sir,  these  alle- 
gations against  the  Government  will  not  be 
repeated  in  the  House,  because  I  am  satisfied 
ibat  if  the  Government  appealed  to  the  country 
to-morrow — and  I  believe  I  am  voicing  the 
sentiments  of  our  own  party  when  I  say  we  are 
not  afraid  to  meet  our  constituents  at  any  time 
—the  verdict  would  be  one  of  emphatic  approval. 
We  are  prepared  to  challenge  the  opmion  of 
the  country  at  any  time,  and  when  the  circum- 
stances are  ripe,  and  we  meet  our  constituents 
face  to  face,  I  venture  to  say  they  will  indorse 
the  polioy  of  the  Government,  and  they  will 
send  OS  baok  to  carry  on  the  good  work  we  have 
Introdaoed. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (Ellesmere).— Sir,  I 
do  not  desire  to  discuss  the  tariff  question  now, 
as  I  do  not  think  the  time  has  come  for  a 
revision  of  the  tariff  ;  and,  judging  from  the 
experience  we  had  on  the  last  occasion,  if  the 
Government  was  induced  to  revise  the  tarifi 
the  Premier  would  come  out  on  top  again,  and 
the  duties  would  be  heavier  than  ever.  I  wish 
now  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
some  correspondence  with  the  Audit  Depart- 
ment which  I  think  should  not  be  overlooked 
nhen  we  are  discussing  the  question  of  Imprest 
Supply.  Sir,  a  very  remarkable  correspond- 
ence took  place  just  at  the  close  ol  the  last 
financial  year  between  the  Audit  Department 
and  the  Treasury.  The  facts  are  these  :  that 
two  days  before  the  close,  of  the  extended 
financial  year  the  Treasurer  presented  a  requi- 
sition for  the  sum  of  £82,444,  which  he  wanted 
to  be  certified  by  the  Audit  Department.  The 
Aodit  Department  wanted  to  know  if  any  of 
this  money  was  to  be  used  after  the  80th  June, 
the  dose  of  the  extended  financial  year,  and 
the  reply  received  was,  "  I  should  say  that  the 
bulk  of  the  money  would  not  be  used  until 
after  the  dOth  June,"  and  so  on.  Whereupon 
the  Auditor-General  writes : — 
**  The  Treasury. 

"  I  am  doubtful  whether  in  that  case  I  can 
the    [Paymaster-Generars]    requisition. 

at  before  I  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the 
matter  I  would  ask  now,  in  view  of  the  large 
agnecate  amount  of  the  imprest  advances  re- 
qmrea  by  the  Treasury  cashier,  and  of  the 
exfrfring  appropriations,  whether  such  use  is 
contemplated  of  the  advances  as  would  make 
the  requisitions  contravene  the  provisions  of 
seoUon  GO  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act. 
"J.  £.  Wabbubton, 
Controller  and  Auditor- General. 

•*a8thJmie,1896." 
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Section  GO  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act  pro- 
vides :  **  Moneys  required  to  be  issued  by  way 
of  imprest  for  the  public  service  shall  be 
charged  in  the  voucher  and  requisition  against 
the  vote  for  the  service  for  which  such  im- 
prest is  required,"  and  it  was  quite  dear  that 
after  the  'dOth  June  there  could  be  no  vote 
against  which  such  moneys  could  be  charged. 
And  acoordinglv  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury writes  back  to  the  Auditor  a  long  memo- 
randum on  this  subject,  which  ends  by  saying 
that  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  dis- 
location of  the  Treasury  accounts  must  rest 
with  the  Audit  Office,  and  that  the  Oolonial 
Treasurer  trusts  this  will,  if  possible,  be 
avoided.  The  Audit  Office  writes  back» 
pointing  out  that  they  have  no  concern  as 
to  how  far  the  Public  Accounts  may  be  dislo-  • 
cated,  but  that  their  business  is  to  see  that 
all  requisitions  are  in  accordance  with  law, 
and  they  object  to  allow  this  requisition 
for  a  number  of  good  reasons.  But,  without 
reading  through  the  whole  of  the  reasons,  I 
may  say  the  method  pursued  by  the  Treasury 
is  an  underhand  way  of  getting  round  the 
provisions  of  bur  law,  which  lays  it  down  that 
our  appropriations  are  for  one  year  and  three 
months  only,  and  which  imposes  the  necessity 
on  the  Government  of  calling  the  Parliament 
together  at  least  once  every  year.  Hitherto 
we  have  always  regarded  as  one  of  the 
greatest  safeguards  of  our  Constitution  the 
fact  that  the  Government  must  call  Parlia- 
ment together  every  year  in  order  to  get  money 
granted.  For  instance.  Parliament  was  not 
called  together  until  the  last  possible  day  this 
year,  or  very  nearly  so.  It  had  to  be  called 
then.  But  I  wish  to  point  out  what  the  con- 
tention of  the  Treasurer  is  leading  to.  He 
asked  for  a  requisition  to  be  certified  for 
£84,444  two  days  before  the  dose  of  the  finan- 
cial year.  The  bulk  of  it  was  to  be  paid  after 
the  SOth  June. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — That  was  principally  for 
payment  of  liabilities  incurred  before  the  SOth 
June. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  dare  say  it  was.  I 
am  only  going  to  read  clause  8  of  the  Public 
Revenues  Act  of  1896,  to  show  that  it  was 
illegal  in  any  case : — 

**  If  during  the  space  of  three  months  after 
the  commencement  of  any  financial  year  or 
period  no  Act  is  passed  granting  and  appro- 
priating money  for  the  service  thereof,  the 
ColonisJ  Treasurer  may,  until  such  Act  is 
passed,  issue  and  pay  moneys  during  such 
three  months,  but  no  longer." 

Now,  the  tliree  months  ended  on  the  80th 
Jane,  but  the  Colonial  Treasurer  can  pay 
money  no  longer,  whether  the  liabilities  have 
been  oontraoted  before  or  after  that  date. 
And  let  me  point  out  what  the  contention 
of  the  Treasurer  may  lead  to.  It  will  come  to 
this :  that  the  Treasury  have  only  to  get  as 
much  money  on  imprest  as  thev  possibly  can 
immediately  before  the  close  of  the  financial 
year  and  not  call  Parliament  together  at  all  so 
long  as  the  money  holds  out.  If  they  can  get 
£84,000,  why  not  several    hundred  thousand 


Digitized  by 


Google 


72 


Imprest  Supply 


[HOUSE.] 


BiU(No.2). 


[July  28 


ponnda?  Why  call  ParliameDfc  together  onoe  a 
year  at  all?  It  is  directly  against  the  spirit  of 
our  Constitution ;  and  I  may  quote  what  the 
Auditor-General  says  of  this  matter.  He  puts 
it  yery  clearly  on  page  7  of  these  notes : — 
**  The  Treasury. 

«  Audit  Office,  80th  June,  1898. 

*'  If  the  votes  and  the  ways  and  means  would 
stand  it,  the  Qovemment  could,  according  to 
the  proposals  of  the  Treasury,  obtain  by  means 
of  imprest  requisitions  before  the  expiration 
of  the  votes  public  money  enough  to  carry  on 
for  months,  through  the  agency  of  imprestees, 
the  public  services  for  which  there  is  no  appro- 
priation. The  question  is  one  of  payment,  as 
well  as  of  issue ;  and  the  Audit  Office  is  not 
satisfied  '  that  the  expenditure  is  charged  upon 
the  voucher  against  the  proper  vote  and  fund 
provided  by  Parliament  for  the  same.*  " 

Well,  that  is  the  position  the  Treasury  are 
at  present  taking  up,  and  I  want  to  call  the 
attention  of  honourable  members  to  the  danger 
we  are  running.  Hitherto  it  has  never  been 
imagined  that  the  Government  had  any  power 
to  pay  a  single  sixpence  after  the  expiration  of 
three  months  beyond  the  end  of  the  financial 
year ;  but  now  we  have  this  new  doctrine  that 
they  may,  by  way  of  imprest,  ask  for  any 
amount  of  money  included  in  the  votes  of  the 
year,  and  spend  it  after  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cial year.  And  I  say,  considering  the  great 
danger  we  are  incurring,  there  is  ursent  neces- 
sity for  some  reform  of  the  law.  That  reform 
of  the  law  is,  indeed,  suggested  by  the  Auditor- 
General.  He  says  it  would  be  a  very  proper 
thing  if  all  money  to  the  credit  balance  of  im- 
prest should  be  repaid  into  the  Public  Account 
on  the  80th  June.  My  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Palmerston  tells  me  that  is  done 
at  Home.  That  would  effectually  correct  what 
may  become  a  power  seriously  open  to  abuse. 
I  am  sorry  to  see.  Sir,  that  the  Treasury  are 
borne  out  in  their  contention  to  a  large  extent 
by  the  Solicitor-General.  He  has  written  an 
opinion  which  I  cannot  understand,  because 
it  seems  wonderful  to  me  to  see  that  he 
succeeds  in  getting  over  what  seem  the  very 
clear  provisions  of  our  law.  And  his  opinion 
is  that  the  Audit  Office  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  of  the  legality  of  spending 
the  money  after  the  80th  June;  if  requisi- 
tions are  presented  before  the  80th  June 
^ven  the  day  before,  and  even  though  it  is 
known  they  are  going  to  be  paid  afterwards — 
the  Audit  Office  has  no  option  but  to  pass 
them.  I  can  only  say  this:  One  of  two  things 
must  be  the  fact— either  the  opinion  of  the 
Solicitor-General  is  entirely  wrong — as  it  seems 
to  me — or  there  is  a  grave  defect  in  our  law  of 
audit.  At  any  rate,  it  appears  clear  that  the 
audit  law  should  be  altered  to  prevent  such  an 
abuse  in  future.  Then,  there  has  been  some 
oorrespondence  with  reference  to  a  certain  re* 
quisition  for  £1,000.  It  is  required  for  the 
"Mines,  Miscellaneous *'  department,  and  the 
Auditor-General  writes  as  follows : — 
**  The  Under-Secretary  for  Mines. 

**  In  view  of  what  payments  by  the  Treasury 
Cashier  on  account  of  expenditure  chargeable 
Afr.  Montgomery 


to  'Mines,  Misoellaneous,'  is  it  propoaed  thai- 
this  advance  of  £1,000  should  be  made ;  and 
are  the  payments  to  be  made  after  the  80th 
June  in  every  case  ? 

"J.  K.  WjlBbubton, 
Controller  and  Auditor-General. 

«  38th  June,  1898." 

The  reply  is,— 
"The  Controller. 

"  The  money  is  required  {o  meet  claims  of  the 
Mines  Department,  some  of  which  are  now 
before  the  Treasury,  and  some  of  which  may  be 
sent  in  after  the  30th  June. 

"  H.  J.  H.  EuoTT. 

"  28th  June,  1898.** 

Then,  the  Controller  asks  for  the  vouchers  in 
conoeotion  with  these  payments,  and  what  does 
he  find  ?  He  finds  that  these  vouchers  have 
nothing  to  do  apparently  with  the  "Mines, 
Miscellaneous  "  department  at  all,  and  he  re- 
plies on  the  29th  June  : — 
"  The  ControUer. 

"  Five  vouchers  herewith,  all  of  which  are 
chargeable  to  the  Public  Works  Fund. 

"  29th  June,  1898."         "  H.  J.  H.  Eliott. 

I  desire  to  point  out  the  necessity  there  is — 
and  I  am  glad  to  see  it  has  been  exercised — for 
the  utmost  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Audit 
Department,  and  also  the  neoessity  there  is  for 
some  provision  in  the  law  which  will  prevent 
the  Government  spending  a  single  penny  after 
the  80th  June  without  further  appropriation, 
as  we  always  understood  was  the  law  up  to  the 
present.  We  have  always  understood  that  the 
control  of  the  public  money  was  in  the  hands 
of  this  House. 

Hon.  Members. — Oh ! 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— That  is  the  theory, 
at  any  rate,  though  Ministers  leave  the  House 
very  little  control  as  a  matter  of  fact;  but 
apparently  that  theory  is  to  be  upset.  Now, 
so  long  as  Ministers  do  not  go  beyond  the 
actual  amount  of  the  annual  votes  they  can 
go  on  for  six  or  nine  months  beyond  the  end  of 
the  financial  year  without  calhng  Parliament 
together.  That  is  a  very  serious  position,  and 
I  offer  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
And,  again,  with  regard  to  these  vouchers  of  the 
Mines  Department :  it  is  surely  a  very  serious 
position  when  the  Treasury  can  say  they  have 
vouchers  for  the  Mines  Department,  and  when 
asked  for  those  vouchers  it  is  found  they  belong 
not  to  the  Mines  Department,  but  are  for 
public  works.  It  is  pointed  out  by  the  Auditor- 
General  that  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  stop  there.    He  says : — 

"  It  would  be  a  very  much  more  serious  irre- 
gularity to  make,  for  the  puipose  of  obtaining 
money  for  payments  chargeable  on  the  Public 
Works  Fund,  a  requisition  which  should  be 
charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  thus 

Surport  to  be  for  payments  out  of  the  Oonsoli- 
ated  Fund." 

And  there  is  no  reason  why  this  should  not 
happen.  This  is  a  point  which  requires  care- 
ful explanation  by  the  Treasurer.  In  his  letter 
of  the  80th  June  the  Auditor-General  says, 
"  An  explanation  is  requested."    But  tiiere  ia 
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DO  ezplanslion  given  in  the  oones^ondenoe. 
FdisiUy  the  Treasarer  may  tell  na  what  the 
«ipluiation  is.  I  woald  also  like,  when  the 
Tnasnrer  zeplies,  if  he  will  teU  ua  whether  the 
qneation  about  the  Minea  Department  requiai- 
tiona  waa  aiao  aubmitted  to  the  SoUoitor-Gene- 
lal,  becanae  he  haa  expreaaed  no  opinion  npon 
khat  aubjeot,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  haa  been  before  the 
Law  Officers,  and  the  position  of  the  Warden  in 
refoaing  to  sign  the  oertificatea  is  upheld  by 
tiie  Law  Officers. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  not  talking 
about  the  Warden  and  hia  diapute  laat  year. 
Have  these  letters  oonneoted  with  this  £1,000 
been  before  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Govem- 
ment? 

Mr.  SKDDON.— The  whole  question  haa 
been. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  do  not  mind  the 
whole  qaestion.    Have  these  letters? 

Mr.  8BDDON.— The  dispute  between  the 
Audit  Department  and  the  Mines  Department 
has  been  referred  to  the  Law  Officers. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Last  vear,  not  this 
year,  there  was  a  dispute  in  which  the  Auditor- 
General  refused  to  certify  a  certain  account  in 
the  Mines  Department.  That  is  now  ancient 
history.  This  year  there  is  a  new  disj^ute  about 
£1,000  in  the  vouchers  —  whether  it  belongs 
to  the  *'  Mines  Department,  Miscellaneous,*' 
or  to  the  Public  Works  Department— a  dis- 
pute between  the  Treasurer  and  the  Auditor- 
General.  Has  that  matter  been  considered  by 
the  Solicitor- General,  and  does  he  uphold  the 
eontention  that  the  (Government  were  right  in 
that  ?  I  do  not  think  the  Premier  will  say  he 
has  done  so.  Then,  how  waa  this  question 
got  over?  It  was  got  over  in  a  very  simple 
manner.  ''The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1891," 
provides  that,  where  there  shall  be  any  dispute 
oetween  the  Auditor-General  and  the  Treaaurer, 
that  the  Governor  may,  by  Order  in  Oouncil, 
certify  to  the  correctneaa  of  the  paymenta. 
The  effect  of  that  is  that,  by  the  Governor  in 
Goonoil,  they  have  become  weir  own  auditors. 
In  any  case  where  the  Auditor  thinks  there  is 
an  irregularity  it  has  only  to  be  approved  by 
the  Governor  in  Oouncil— that  is,  the  Treasurer 
for  the  time  being— and  it  is  all  right.  Well, 
it  is  a  very  unsatiafactory  state  of  the  law; 
and  I  would  suggest  that  the  whole  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Gommittee,  in 
order  that  they  may  report  as  to  what  should 
be  done  to  vut  the  law  on  a  proper  footing. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke*s  Bay).— There 
are  one  or  two  pointa  I  wiah  to  draw  attention 
to  before  thia  queation  ia  put.  The  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  told  ua  that  he  did  not  take  advan- 
tage of  the  abaence  of  myaelf  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
from  the  colony  and  convene  Parliament  during 
our  abaence,  and  in  a  rather  vainglorioua  way 
he  drew  attention  to  hia  conduct  on  that  oc- 
oaaion.  Of  courae,  we  all  know  that  on  this, 
as  on  almost  all  occasions,  there  are  two  sides 
to  the  question.  He  told  the  House  that  he 
was  so  kind  as  to  go  down  and  wish  me  fare- 
well on  board  the  steamer  when  I  was  depart- 


ing for  the  Mother-oountry,  and  that  he  told  me, 
in  reply  to  my  queation,  that  Parliament  was 
likely  to  meet  at  the  uaual  time.  Therefore  I 
do  not  think  he  need  have  boaated  that  he  did 
not  depart  from  hia  promiae— although  really 
no  promiae  waa  made ;  it  waa  merely  an  in* 
formal  statement  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
call  Parliament  together  earlier  than  usual. 
But  within  two  or  three  minutes  of  his  boast- 
ing of  his  consideration  in  not  calling  Parlia- 
ment together  earlier  on  account  of  my  absence 
he  went  on  to  say  how  monstrous  it  would  be  if 
honourable  members,  after  the  recent  late  ses- 
sion, were  not  allowed  a  fair  time  to  attend  to 
their  private  business.  There  was  no  particular 
generosity  in  tellmg  us  that  the  House  was 
not  assembled  until  the  ordinary  time*  for  one 
knows  that  after  so  late  a  session  as  we  had 
last  year  it  was  almost  essential  that  Parlia- 
ment should  not  be  called  together  at  an  early 
period  this  year.  But  I  think  we  should  insist 
that  Parliament  meets  by  the  1st  of  May  every 
year.  There  can  be  no  possible  reason  why 
such  should  not  be  the  case.  And  the  Financial 
Statement  ought  to  be  brought  down  at  the 
very  latest  before  the  15th  of  May  in  each  year ; 
beoause,  unless  we  have  the  Budget  at  an  early 
period  of  the  financial  year,  it  is  almost  an  im- 
possibility for  Parliament  to  have  that  control 
of  the  purse  which  I  maintain  is  absolutely 
essential  in  all  representative  government. 
The  Premier  told  us  also  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  have  revenue  in  excess  of  ordinary  re- 
quirements, wherewith  to  make  remunerative 
public  works.  Supposing  that  to  be  the 
case,  surely  the  argument  that  haa  been  put 
forward  in  this  debate  and  on  other  oooa- 
sions,  that  it  is  right  that  we  should  have  the 
Public  Works  Statement  simultaneously  or 
almost  simultaneously  with  the  Financial 
Statement,  is  borne  out  by  the  very  contention 
of  the  Premier — that  is  to  say,  that  the  public- 
works  policy  and  the  financial  policy  of  the 
colony  are  so  interwoven  that  it  is  necessary  we 
should  know  exactly  what  public  works  are  pro- 
posed or  are  likely  to  be  proposed,  as  the  money 
has  to  some  extent  to  be  provided  for  out  of 
taxation.  Take,  for  inatance,  the  Imprest 
Supply  Bill  which  is  before  us  now,  and  the 
other  Imprest  Supply  Bill  that  we  passed  on  a 
previous  occasion.  In  the  first  Bill  that  we 
pasaed  we  transferred  £100,000  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  to  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and 
in  this  BUI  we  are  asked  to  transfer  £125,000 
more  also  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund.  In  round  numbers,  then, 
we  are  transferring,  or  have  transferred,  a 
quarter  of  a  million  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund  to  the  Public  Works  Fund  within  a  period 
of  four  months.  Now,  four  months  is  one 
third  of  the  year ;  are  we  to  aaaume,  then,  that 
we  are  to  tranafer  three-quartera  of  a  million 
during  the  financial  year  from  one  fund  to  an- 
other? Of  course,  one  does  not  for  an  instant 
imagine  that  it  is  to  be  done,  but  we  have  no 
information  on  the  point.  All  we  know  is  that 
we  are  compelled,  without  any  information  as 
to  the  policy  of  the  Government  as  far  as 
finance  is  oonoemed — without  an  inkling  of 
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what  their  pnblio-works  policy  is  going  to 
to  transfer  at  the  rate  of  three-quarters  of  a 
million  a  year  from  the  Oonsolidated  Fond  to 
the  Public  Works  Fund.  Surely  we  ought  not 
to  be  compelled  to  adopt  such  a  course  without 
Bpeoifio  information.  And  such  specific  infor- 
mation is  persistently  withheld  from  us — we 
have  no  opportunity  of  getting  it.  I  am  ex- 
tremely pleased  that  the  Premier  does  not  in- 
tend to  pursue  what  was  apparently  his  first 
intention,  to  endeaTOur  to  force  the  Hoube  into 
the  position  of  having  a  no-confidence  debate  on 
the  amendment.  But  it  is  absolutely  essential 
that  the  Opposition  should  take  every  oppor- 
tunity of  trying  to  investigate  the  finances  of  the 
colony.  Intentionally — at  any  rate,  so  it  seems 
to  me — there,  is  withheld  from  us  all  informa- 
tion delving  with  the  financial  position,  and  if 
at  the  end  of  the  first  four  months  of  the  finan- 
cial year  we  are  prevented  from  getting  an  in- 
sight  into  the  state  of  the  Treasury  until  too 
late  to  in  any  degree  control  the  expenditure, 
we  should  be  justified  if  we  were  to  debate  this 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  over  the  time  when  it  is 
necessary  for  the  Government  to  have  the 
money — though,  of  course,  we  are  not  likely  to 
do  BO.  Ministers,  and  they  alone,  are  to  blame. 
The  Government  have  no  right  to  come  and 
demand  that  sums  amounting  in  all  to  about 
£800,000  shall  be  voted  by  the  House  without 
any  information  being  given.  If  we  were  to 
adopt  the  extreme  course — which,  as  I  have 
said,  we  are  not  likely  to  adopt — of  blocking 
the  Bill,  and  insisting  on  getting  information 
before  we  pass  it,  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  no  person  but  himself  t(»  blame.  Minis- 
ters have  not  any  right  to  force  Parlia- 
ment into  the  comer  into  which  it  is 
actual) V  being  put,  of  either  blocking  business 
or  of  having  to  vote  large  sums  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice  without  any  information  at  all. 
With  regard  to  this  amendment,  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  be  called  a  no-confidence 
motion.  The  Premier  may  laugh,  but  any 
question  the  Government  does  not  think  is  a 
convenient  question  to  deal  with  the  Premier 
immediately  threatens  to  make  into  a  no-con- 
fidence debate.  But  when  we  come  to  re- 
member that  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Patea  has  on  two  or  three  occasions  during 
the  last  few  years  endeavoured  to  elicit  in- 
formation as  to  the  efiect  of  the  tariff,  and  on 
every  occasion  the  Government  has  deliberately 
blocked  him — not  only  refused  to  give  him  the 
opportunity  to  discuss  a  notice  of  motion,  but 
when  he  endeavoured  to  alter  his  motion  so  as 
to  fall  in  with  a  return  moved  for  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua,  under  which  there 
could  be  a  separate  statement  of  the  amount  of 
the  tarifi  levied  under  articles  that  were  not 
altered,  and  also  a  return  of  the  amoimt  on 
articles  which  had  been  altered,  instead  of 
granting  this  as  an  unopposed  return  the  Oolo- 
nial  Treasurer  refused  to  give  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was   impossible  to  give 
the  return  the  way  it  was  aked  for. 

Captain    RUSSELL.— That  is  always   the 
answer  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman — 
that  it  is  impossible  to  give  it  in  the  way  in 
Captain  Buatll 


which  it  is  asked.  It  is  like  the  story  of  the 
man  triced  up  to  the  triangles — hit  him  high  or 
hit  him  low,  you  could  never  please  the  unfor» 
tunate  man.  And  so  with  regard  to.the  Premier. 
I  verily  believe,  if  the  Premier  drew  up  a  notice 
of  motion  himself  and  saw  it  on  the  Order 
Paper  under  the  name  o(  the  honouiaUft 
member  for  Patea  next  day,  he  would  object 
to  its  being  brought  on. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  should  look  at  it  very 
carefully  for  alterations. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— No  doubt  it  would  bft 
improved  from  the  way  the  honourable  gentle- 
man drafted  it.  Just  one  other  word  before  I 
pass  on.  As  to  the  question  of  members  wear- 
ing out  the  carpets  leading  to  Ministers'  rooms* 
the  Premier  tells  us  it  will  go  on  for  all  time— 
that  honourable  members  will  persecute  Minis- 
ters in  endeavours  to  obtain  grants  of  money 
for  their  constituents;  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  advised  members  on  this  side,  when- 
ever they  get  into  office,  to  keep  themselvea 
continually  in  touch  with  members  by  similar 
means  of  temptation,  or  else  they  would  be 
likely  to  be  ejected  vexy  quickly  from  ofiice. 
I  disagree  with  that  entirely. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  try  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No ;  I  hope  I  shall  not 
try  it.  At  any  rate,  I  recognise  that  in  theory 
it  is  essentially  wrong.  The  theory  is  radically 
wrong.  If  we  are  ever  to  have  pure  adminis- 
tration the  system  of  wearing  out  carpets  must 
cease,  and  climbing  back-stairs  is  a  most  con- 
temptible proceeding. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's contention  is  correct,  and  if  we  are  to 
have  pure  administration,  members  must  keep 
away  from  Ministers.  This  is  a  grave  reflection 
on  members. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— So  long  as  membem 
are  to  be  bought  and  sold  by  grants  of  money 
to  propitiate  their  constituents  it  is  hopeless  to 
think  that  great  abstract  questions  will  be 
fairly  dealt  with.  There  is  one  point  I  specially 
rose  to  talk  about  in  connection  with  thia 
question  of  finance.  I  have  endeavoured  to  get 
some  information  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
as  to  what  he  proposes  to  do  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  lunatic  asylums.  I  under- 
stand the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  and  Colonial 
Treasurer  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  impossible  to 
improve  the  condition  of  our  lunatic  asylums. 
At  any  rate,  he  said  they  were  in  a  very  perfect 
condition. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No ;  I  said  there  was  na 
ground  for  scandal. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  I  am  glad  we 
come  to  one  point  on  which  we  can  agree :  the 
Premier  said  there  was  no  ground  for  scandal. 
I  intend  now  to  quote  certain  extracts  from 
the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Asylums,  and,  if 
they  do  not  justify  the  word  **  scandal,"  I  da 
not  know  whiftt  would. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  all  in  the  PoU  last 
night. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  I  did  not  read  it 
in  the  Poitj  but  I  will  give  the  honourable 

fentleman    the  opportunity  of  reading  it  in 
laniard  at  a  later  date.    One  has  to  consider 
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thai,  anfortnnately,  lonaoy  seems  to  be  rather 
inoieasiog  in  this  colony  than  the  rererse,  and 
that  therefore,  even  if  the  aooommodation  of 
the  lunatic  asylums  were  up  to  the  require- 
ments at  the  present  time — if  there  was  suffi- 
cient dormitory  and  other  aooommodation  for 
wrtrf  patient  now  in  the  asylums— judging  by 
the  increase  in  the  past  years,  before  we  meet 
next  year  again  we  shall  be  in  arrears  with  our 
aooommodation,  and  there  would  be  great  dis- 
oomfort  in  the  lunatio  asylums  consequent 
upon  that  want  of  aooommodation.     The  re- 

Srt  of  the  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums  shows 
ere  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
last  year  oyer  the  previous  year  of  115. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— That  is  an  increase  of  com- 
mittals, but  not  an  increase  of  lunatics. 

Oaptain RUSSELL. —The report  says,  "The 
munber  of  registered  insane  persons  on  the 
Slst  December,  1897,  was  2,430— males,  1,440 ; 
females,  990:  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year  of  115 — males,  50;  females,  65." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  an  increase  of  oom- 
mittals,  but  not  of  lunatics.  He  save  people 
are  committed  who  should  not  be ;  and  I  believe 
he  is  quite  right. 

Captain  BuSSELL.— Well,  at  any  rate,  pro- 
vision has  not  been  made,  as  I  shall  show  later 
on,  for  the  number  of  patients  who  are  already 
in  our  lunatio  asylums.  Although  there  has 
been  this  increase  of  115  additional  lunatics 
during  the  past  year,  the  number  of  patients 
already  in  the  asylums  has  not  been  provided 
for,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  so  far  as  we 
can  get  information  from  the  Government, 
there  has  been  no  attempt  to  overtake  last 
year's  laok  of  space.  The  first  thing  one 
notices  in  reading  the  report  is  that,  conse- 
quent on  the  horrible  overcrowding — and  there 
can  be  no  dispute  that  there  is  overcrowding — 
the  percentage  of  deaths  last  year  was  higher 
than  it  has  ever  been  before.  There  was  an 
increase  of  1  per  cent.  The  death-rate  last 
year  was  6-28,  as  compared  with  5'29  for  the 
previous  year.  The  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier 
may  say  we  should  attach  so  importance  to 
that— that  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  accident,  and 
that,  at  any  rate,  it  is  impossible  to  provide 
against  contingencies  such  as  that.  WeU, 
there  is  a  table  in  this  report  which  is  very 
interesting.  It  shows  that,  although  there  is  in 
one  or  two  asylums  sufficient  separate  accom- 
modation for  the  number  of  pAtients,  in  Ohrist- 
churoh  there  are  78,  in  Seaoliff  141,  in  Hoki- 
tika  7,  and  in  Nelson  52  more  patients  than 
there  is  accommodation  for  in  the  lunatic 
•eylums,  making  a  total  of  278  more  patients 
than  there  is  accommodation  for.  And  we 
must  bear  in  mind  that,  again,  we  have  a  right 
to  look  for  an  increase  of  at  least  a  hundred 
more  patients  during  the  ooming  year,  and  we 
have  no  evidence  before  us  that  further  accom- 
modation is  to  be  provided  for  them.  We  will 
be  told  that  to  some  extent  they  are  provided 
lor,  but  I  here  quote  from  the  report : — 

"  Note. — The  following  sleeping-accommoda- 
tion is  in  course  of  erection:  Seaoliff,  thirty 
beds ;  Hokitika,  twenty  beds ;  Nelson,  twenty- 
six  beds:  total,  seventy-sii^ beds.    When  this 


work  is  completed  the  nhmber  of  patients  in 
excess  of  the  statutory  requirements  will  be 
158." 

Notwithstanding  that,  on  the  showing  of  the 
report  of  the  principal  officer  of  the  Lunacy  De- 
partment, there  is  not  aooommodation  for  the 
number  of  patients  now  in  the  asylums,  we  shall,, 
even  when  the  work  is  completed,  have  158  pa- 
tients for  whom  there  will  be  no  accommoda- 
tion. Then,  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
statutory  accommodation,  I  wish  to  say  that 
the  statutory  accommodation  applies  to  cubic 
measurement,  and  not  to  the  superficial  mea- 
surement of  the  ground-floor.  There  is  an 
allusion  in  some  parts  of  the  report  to  the  fact 
that  the  statutory  aooommodation  will  only  be 
sufficient  in  certain  instances,  on  account  of 
the  extreme  height  of  the  dormitories ;  but  it 
is  a  recognised  fact  that  the  height  above 
12  ft.  cannot  be  taken  into  account — that,  no 
matter  what  the  height  of  the  building  is,  one 
cannot  count  on  a  height  of  more  than  12  ft. 
in  cubic  space  for  health,  as  the  vitiated  atmo- 
sphere hangs  low,  and  is  all  concentrated  within 
a  short  distance  from  the  ground.  Beferring 
once  more  to  the  death-rate,  it  has  risen,  as  I 
pointed  out  previously,  by  1  per  cent,  during 
the  past  year — from  5'29  to  6*28— and  that^ 
apparently,  was  accounted  for  by  the  over- 
crowding, more  particularly  in  one  particular 
asylum.  '*  At  SeacUfl,  during  the  year,  we  have 
had  a  terrifying  experience  of  the  evils  of  over- 
crowding. During  an  epidemic  of  septic  pneu- 
monia ten  persons  died,  and,  in  the  words  of 
Dr.  King,  <  their  deaths  must  be  attributed  to 
the  overcrowded  state  of  the  Asylum.'"  Ap- 
parently the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  does  not 
consider  that  a  scandal ;  but  I  maintain  that 
where  there  has  been  such  overcrowding  that 
septic  pneumonia  can  carry  off  ten  patients  it 
is  a  grave  scandal,  and  the  House  should  at 
once  see  that  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  any 
recurrence. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  medical  officer  is  using 
some  of  the  rooms  himself. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— The  Bight  Hon.  the 
ir'remier  says  the  medical  officer  has  been 
using  some  of  the  rooms  in  which  patients 
might  have  been  placed ;  but  he  must  know 
that  if  we  are  to  have  a  competent  medical 
man  in  charge  of  an  asylum  certain  rooms 
must  be  set  apart  for  his  residence.  I  know 
that  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  does  not 
agree  with  entertainment- halls  and  such  ac- 
cessories, but  all  students  of  the  treatment  of 
lunatics  realise  to  the  full  that  it  is  hopelesa 
to  bring  about  recovery  of  lunatic  patients  un- 
less jFou  treat  them  in  the  most  considerate 
and  humane  way  possible,  and  it  is  only  by 
having  a  system  of  entertainments,  recreations, 
and  the  use  of  good  rooms  where  they  can  go 
and  take  their  exercise,  rational  and  otherwise, 
that  you  may  hope  to  improve  their  condition. 
Therefore  this  assertion  on  the  part  of  the 
Premier  that  the  medical  staff  are  appa- 
rently considering  their  own  comfort  witnout 
due  regard  for  the  patients  is  one  that 
does  not  come  well  from  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.    To  give  the  House  an  idea  of  how 
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diffioult  the  question  of  accommodation  is,  I 
may  say  that  at  Nelson  relief  is  promised  to 
the  extent  of  twenty-six  beds,  by  means  of  a 
new  dormitory  which  has  just  been  contracted 
for ;  but  **  meanwhile  we  lose  the  old  cottage, 
which  contained  seventeen  beds,  and  the  rooms 
formerly  occupied  by  the  Superintendent  gave 
eight  beds,  so  that  we  have  nine  beds  less  than 
before  until  the  new  contract  is  completed.** 

Mr.  SEDDON.-— There  is  not  a  word  about 
the  contract  which  has  been  let  for  a  double- 
story  building,  doubling  the  number  of  beds. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Of  course,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  an  honourable  member,  on  sucn  a 
question  as  this,  and  limited  as  to  time,  to  go 
into  an  official  report  like  this  which  has  been 
placed  in  his  hand,  in  the  manner  he  should 
like  to  do.  The  Premier  has  studiouslv  refused 
to  give  any  information  or  to  admit  that  any- 
thing was  wrong  in  connection  with  the  lunatic 
asylums.  I  say  there  is  something  very  wrong 
indeed.  And,  with  regard  to  the  use  of  rooms 
at  Seaolifl  and  Hokitika,  this  is  what  the  re- 
port says :  "  We  have  been  compelled  to  use 
the  entertainment-halls  for  dormitories,  a  state 
of  things  which  only  the  direst  necessity  can 
excuse,  for  it  cannot  be  justified."  Well,  there  is 
again  another  evidence  of  the  gross  overcrowd- 
ing of  the  establishment ;  and  yet,  notwith- 
standing that  they  are  using  the  entertainment- 
hall  as  a  dormitory,  the  Asylum  still  remains 
overcrowded,  and  in  SeaclifE  we  had  that  terrible 
tragedy  happening  where  ten  patients  lost 
their  lives  from  septic  pneumonia  from  over- 
crowding. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^We  could  put  plenty  more 
in  Hokitika  without  the  slightest  inconvenience. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  cannot  conceive  why 
any  person  should  be  such  a  lunatic  as  to  gq  to 
Hokitika  if  be  could  go  anywhere  else. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  go  to  Hokitika  from 
all  parts  of  the  colony. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Here  is  another  ex- 
tract:— 

''By  far  the  hardest  and  most  unpleasant 
part  of  my  duty  is  to  induce  the  Government 
to  give  the  means  to  meet  the  spasmodic 
demands  of  the  people  for  rational  treatment 
of  those  terrible  nervous  diseases  that  afflict  so 
many  of  our. fellow-creatures.  As  things  now 
are  in  New  Zealand,  the  lack  of  accommoda- 
tion makes  it  impossible  for  me  in  nearly  all 
our  asylums  even  to  pretend  to  a  rational 
classification,  which  is  the  indispensable  con- 
dition to  the  scientific  treatment  of  mental 
disease." 

These  are  some  of  the  words  that  one  reads 
in  the  report  of  last  year.  You  will  finpl  also 
that  this  has  not  come  as  a  new  question  on 
the  Government.  We  have  been  trying  to 
impress  upon  the  Government  that  there  is 
still  want  of  further  accommodation,  and  yet 
the  Government  apparently  refuse  to  find  funds 
for  that  accommodation.  Why,  Sir,  we  know 
there  are  ample  moneys  to  provide  accommo- 
dation for  all  the  lunatics  in  New  Zealand,  if 
necessary.  We  had  it  from  the  Premier  that 
"  money  is  no  object."  He  had  money  enough 
to  build  a  huge  addition  to  the  Parliament 
Captain  Russell 


House  here  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  no  honour- 
able member,  without  exception,  would  have 
objected  if  last  year  the  Premier  had  proposed 
in  the  Public  Works  Statement  a  schema 
under  which  proper  accommodation  would  be 
provided  for  every  lunatic  in  the  colony,  so  as 
to  have  a  fair  chance  of  recovery.  Then,  there 
is  another  {paragraph,  which  I  think  will  con- 
vince the  right  honourable  gentleman  of  the 
scandalous  condition  of  the  accommodation,  or, 
rather,  want  of  it,  in  our  asylums : — 

<*  No  man  can  exaggerate  the  terrible  conse- 
quences to  many  unfortunate  persons  of  the 
natural  horror  of  committing  dearly  loved 
friends  to  institutions  which  are  well  known 
to  be  so  overcrowded  that  their  proper  treat- 
ment cannot  be  hoped  for.  The  early  treat- 
ment of  the  mentally  diseased  in  many  oases 
ofiers  the  only  chance  of  restoring  sanity. 
Many  for  the  want  of  this  become  hopeless 
dements  for  life." 

This  is  a  piece  of  direct  evidence  that  people 
are  afraid  to  commit  their  imbecile  friends  to 
lunatic  asylums  on  Skcoount  of  the  treatment 
they  would  be  likely  to  receive  if  sent  to  one. 
Then,  we  have  this  paragraph  :— 

*'  If  our  Parliament  would  escape  the  charge 
of  inhuman  apathy  in  the  treatment  of  the 
mentally  diseased  they  must  at  once  insist 
on  sufficient  accommodation  in  our  asylums; 
and  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter  they  will 
make  a  separate  provision  for  the  criminal  in- 
sane, and  for  idiots  and  imbeciles." 

Parliament  has  no  power  of  providing  extra 
accommodation  unless  Ministers  propose  a 
vote— with  them  must  rest  the  responsibility. 
The  whole  report  teems  with  paragraphs  like 
that,  and  I  should  not  draw  attention  to  this 
matter  or  urge  that  these  unfortunate  people 
should  be  properly  looked  after  if  I  thought 
they  were  likely  to  have  proper  treatment  from 
the  Government.  But  Ministers  seem  to  think 
everything  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition;  at 
any  rate,  we  were  led  so  to  understand  the 
other  day  by  the  Premier.  Next,  I  will  quote 
an  illustration  of  how  bad  the  arrangements 
are  on  account  of  want  of  accommodation  as  it 
afiects  the  female  patients.  I  am  reading  now 
an  extract  from  the  report  on  the  Auckland 
Asylum : — 

**  On  the  female  side  an  increase  of  at  least 
twenty  single  rooms  is  urgently  required.  Day 
after  day  patients  complain  bitterly  of  being 
unable  to  sleep;  and  when  one  finds  that  a 
whole  dormitory  of  women  is  kept  awake  night 
after  night  by  one  woman  and  another  it  is  very 
distressing  to  know  that  one  must  work  on 
without  .a  remedy  when  a  remedy  can  with 
moderate  ease  be  provided.  The  work  is  very 
urgent,  and  I  trust  will  not  be  delayed." 

Here  is  another  extract,  also .  about  the 
women,  that  I  should  like  to  read.  This  is  in 
regard  to  the  Christohurch  Asylum  :— 

<*  The  sleeping-accommodation  of  the  female 
division  is  now  very  nearly  that  required  by  the 
Act,  but  there  is  no  provision  for  the  gradual 
increase  constantly  going  on,  while  on  the  male 
side  fifty-two  patients  in  excess  of  dormitory 
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eapaoity  are  scattered  all  about  the  bnilding, 
deeping  in  shakedowns  on  the  floor.  The 
piecemeal  makeshift  policy  hitherto  adopted 
of  providing  for  the  natural  increase  of  the 
lunatic  population  of  the  colony,  after  it  has 
become  more  or  less  of  a  scandal,  can  never  be 
expected  to  overtake  the  present  overcrowding 
of  the  asylums." 

Unfortunately  the  bell  has  rung,  and  I  am 
driven  to  hurry  through  a  question  which  is 
really  of  very  vital  importance  ;  but  I  will  just 
read  you  this  extract,  not  from  the  Inspector- 
General,  but  from  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Seaoliff  Asylum : — 

*'  During  the  year  thirty-four  patients  died. 
'  being  nearly  5  per  cent  of  the  number  under 
treatment.  This  unusually  high  death  rate 
must  be  attributed  to  the  overcrowded  state  of 
the  Asylum.  The  want  of  f cusilities  for  classifi- 
cation,  and  the  over-crowding,  are  still  the 
greatest  defects  of  the  institution,  and  the 
presence  of  congenital  idiots  and  imbeciles 
among  the  general  population  of  the  Asylum 
cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned." 

Here  is  one  other  extract  relating  to  the 
Porirua  Asylum : — 

*'  One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  this  Asylum  is 
the  construction  of  the  single  rOoms  for  the 
noisy  and  restless  patients.  At  present  it  is 
not  uncommon  for  a  dormitory  containing 
about  fifty  patients  to  be  disturbed  throughout 
the  night  by  a  noisy  individual  for  whom  there 
is  no  separate  accommodation  available." 

I  have  carefully  perused  the  whole  of  the 
report  on  the  lunatic  asylums,  and  made  notes 
upon  its  margin,  but  time  will  not  allow  me  to 
read  other  extracts.  It  does  appear  to  me  that 
if  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another  about 
which  Parliament  should  be  careful  it  is  pro- 
tecting those  who  are  incapable  of  protecting 
themselves.  We  are  loud  in  our  talk  of  old- 
age  pensions  and  charitable  aid,  but  those  to 
whom  these  pensions  and  charitable  aid  refer 
are  capable  of  making  their  wants  or  grievances 
known  ;  but  in  the  insane  we  have  people  who 
cannot  do  so,  and  who  are  immured  within  the 
walls  of  our  asylums,  and  their  complaints  and 
appeals  for  discharge  are  considered,  probably, 
only  signs  of  their  disease,  and,  unless  Parlia- 
ment looks  after  the  interests  of  these  unfor- 
tunate people,  I  contend  we  are  participating 
In  a  great  scandal.  That  the  things  which  are 
disclosed  in  this  report  are  discreditable  to  the 
colony  is  beyond  question,  and  I  trust  that 
fai  the  public-works  estimates  a  sufScient 
amount  will  be  provided  to  place  the  whole  of 
the  lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony  in  proper 
sanitary  condition,  and  provide  their  inmates 
with  that  improved  accommodation  which  this 
report  clearly  shows  is  absolutely  required  if 
any  hope  of  their  cure  is  to  be  entertained. 

Mr.  J.  McKEKZIE  (Minister  of  Lands).— 
The  honourable  member,  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  who  has  just  sat  down,  complained 
ol  the  want  of  information  to  enable  the  Oppo- 
sition to  consider  and  decide  as  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government.  Sir,  I  think  the 
Tery  fact  of  three  members  of  the  House  this 
afternoon   getting  up  one  after  another  and 


quoting  and  using  the  reports  and  returns, 
which,  of  course,  they  are  perfectly  justified 
in  doing,  shows  that  they  have,  at  any  rate^ 
sufficient  information  to  attack  the  Govern- 
ment. We  do  not  want  to  hide  anything.  We 
are  most  willing  to  give  the  utmost  information 
if  it  is  asked  for  in  a  straightforward  way  and  in 
the  way  in  which  it  can  be  supplied  to  them. 
When  the  honourable  gentleman  was  reading 
that  report  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
must  have  been  reading  the  Wellington  Post, 
Before  I  applied  myself  to  the  reading  of  that 
document  I  noticed  in  the  paper  sensational 
headings,  and  I  seriously  asked  myself  whether  I 
was  a  member  of  a  Government  that  could  be 
guilty  of  what  these  headings  alleged  we  were 
guilty  of.  So  far  as  our  lunatics  are  con- 
cerned, I  do  not  suppose  for  a  moment  they 
are  any  worse  off  than  they  were  in  the  past. 
Sir,  this  report  with  regard  to  lunatic  asylums 
is  a  chronic  thing  now.  If  you  go  back  as  far 
as  1888  you  will  find  that  the  same  gentleman 
reported  to  the  Government  of  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Ba^  was  a 
member  that  the  asylums  were  overcrowded. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  was  not  a  member 
then  of  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  J.  McK^NZIE.— If  you  were  not  then^ 
you  were  shortly  afterwards.  Why  did  not  the 
honourable  gentleman  put  the  lunatic  asyluma 
in  good  order  and  provide  sufficient  accommo- 
dation when  he  was  in  the  Government  ?  Why 
did  not  he  provide  sufficient  funds  to  remedy 
what  the  Inspector  then  complained  of — the 
overcrowded  state  of  the  asylums?  This  is 
what  the  Inspector  said  then : — 

**  At  present  every  asylum  in  the  colony  is 
overcrowded  with  persons  who  are  quite  incur- 
able, and  simplv  require  kindly  treatment  and 
safe  keeping.  The  consequence  is— and  I  desire 
to  state  the  fact  as  emphatically  as  I  can — ^that 
it  is  impossible  to  give  the  recent  and  pre- 
sumably curable  cases  either  the  care  and 
attention  or  the  accommodation  required  for 
their  proper  treatment." 

It  was  a  scandal  in  1888,  and,  no  doubt,  at 
the  present  time  the  asylums  are  overcrowded^ 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  until  the  Inspector 
does  his  duty,  and  turns  out  of  the  asylums 
of  the  colony  those  people  who  have  no  right 
to  be  there,  the  same  state  of  affairs  will  con- 
tinue. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— How  can  you  cum  them 
out  ?    Who  are  t*hey  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  people  are  sent 
there  by  their  friends  to  be  taken  care  of» 
in  order  that  they  may  be  relieved  of  the  re- 
sponsibility. They  get  them  committed  aa 
lunatics,  whereas  they  are  really  not  bad 
enough  for  an  asylum,  and  should  be  taken 
care  of  at  home.  In  some  cases  they  should 
be  tiJcen  care  of  in  benevolent  homes;  and 
until  the  Inspector  of  Asylums  takes  steps  to 
prevent  their  being  committed  to  the  asylums 
the  same  thing  will  go  on  year  after  year. 
Ooming  to  the  question  of  what  the  present 
Government  has  done  with  regard  to  providing 
additional  accommodation  at  the  asylums,  I 
say  we  have  done  considerable  work  towarda 
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putting  them  in  a  better  position  than  they 
were  in  when  we  came  into  office ;  but  I  also 
deplore  that  I  have  to  say  here  that  we  have, 
perhape  acted  wrongly  in  some  cases  in  allowing 
money  to  be  spent  upon  suites  of  apartments  for 
the  officials  and  attendants,  while  proper  atten- 
tion has  not  been  bestowed  upon  the  wants  of 
the  patients.  To, that  extent  I  dare  say  we  are 
to  blame.  If  the  patients  were  in  the  position 
the  Inspector  said  they  were  in  as  regards  want 
of  accommodation ,  it  was  his  dut^  to  devote  some 
of  the  rooms  erected  for  the  officials  and  attend- 
ants to  the  use  of  the  patients.  Take  Seacliff 
at  the  present  time :  we  have  there  too  many 
patients  by  141,  while  in  asylums  in  other  parts 
of  the  colony  we  have  a  number  of  empty  beds. 
At  Hokitika  there  is  plenty  of  accommodation, 
and  room  for  further  patients.  I  say  that  if 
this  matter  were  carefully  gone  into  it  will 
be  found  that  the  present  Government  has 
done  as  much,  in  regard  to  maintaining  the 
asylums  in  a  state  of  efficiency,  and  providing 
suitable  accommodation  as  any  Qovemment 
that  has  previously  held  office  in  New  Zea- 
land. I  might  further  add  that  in  the  asylum 
in  Nelson  there  is  accommodation  for  tnirty 
more  patients  than  the  Inspector's  report 
mentions  as  being  there  now.  In  Porirua 
there  are  seventy- eight  more  provided  for  than 
there  are.  Thus  there  are  108  patients  ac- 
counted for  out  of  the  158  the  Inspector's 
report  refers  to  as  being  no  accoriimodation 
for,  and  the  Premier  si^s  that  twenty  more 
•can  be  provided  for  at  Hokitika.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  question  of  the  asylums  I  wish  to 
say  that  in  one  direction  there  is  far  too  much 
extravagance.  What  necessity  is  there  for 
making  lawn- tennis  courts  at  these  asylums  if 
there  is  not  sufficient  accommodation  for  the 
patients  ?  They  ought  to  be  provided  for  first. 
Why  should  the  gentlemen  who  have  charge  of 
these  institutions  be  allowed  to  spend  the 
<jk>vemment  money  in  that  direction  when  it 
could  be  better  expended  in  providing  more 
.accommodation  for  the  unfortunate  inmates  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— That  work  is  done  with 
the  labour  of  the  inmates. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  have  not  time  to 
take  notice  of  interruptions,  because  there  are 
other  subjects  I  wish  to  refer  to.  Coming 
to  this  motion  that  has  been  moved  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie),  I  desire  to  say  that  all  the  informa- 
tion the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  to  obtain 
bearing  upon  the  administration  of  the  Go- 
vernment m  connection  with  the  Customs  tariff 
could  have  been  obtained  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  by  means  of  an  ordinary  motion.. 
The  discussion  we  have  had  this  afternoon  is  to 
try  and  show  the  people  of  this  country  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  carry  a  motion 
of  no-confidence  in  the  Ministry 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Refer  It  to  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee :  that  is  simple  enough 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  did  not  you  move  it 
on  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE— The  honourable  mem- 
ber could  have  got  all  the  information  he  de- 
.sired  this  afternoon  without  this  motion  at  all. 
Mr,  J,  McKen»ie 


And  take  the  reasons  given  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  why  it  was  neoessaiy  to  table 
this  motion:  he  said  the  House  should  have 
met  on  the  1st  May,  which  would  have  given 
the  Government  one  month  from  the  Slst 
March  in  which  to  prepcure  the  Financial 
Statement.  Now,  the  honourable  member  foe 
Hawke's  Bay  was  a  Minister  himself  once,  and 
he  must  know  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
departments  to  get  the  accounts  ready  to  date 
in  one  month  iSter  the  close  of  the  financial 
year ;  and  no  Premier  can  prepare  his  Finan- 
cial Statement  until  the  accounts  have  been 
certified  as  correct.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  that  perfectly  well,  as  he  has  been 
in  Ministerial  positions,  or  else  he  has  for- 
gotten something.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  may,  perhape, 
be  excused,  as  he  has  not  yet  attainea  a  seat 
on  the  Ministerial  benches,  and  is  not  sup- 
posed to  know  what  the  custom  is.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition  said  the  House  should  meet 
on  tiie  1st  May,  and  the  Financial  State- 
ment should  be  prepared  by  the  15th  May. 
Now,  we  shall  keep  tne  honourable  gentleman 
to  that  arrangement  when  he  takes  office  on 
these  benches ;  we  shall  not  forget  that  he  has 
fixed  the  date  when  he  can  meet  the  House, 
and  have  the  Financial  Statement  ready ;  and 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  turns  the  tap  on 
us  now,  when  we  are  in  his  place  we  shall  be 
very  glad  to  return  the  compliment  and  turn 
the  tap  on  him.  Then  the  honourable  gentle- 
man proceeded  to  say  that  we  proposed  at  the 
present  time  to  expend  three-quarters  of  a 
million  per  annum  on  public  works.  Well, 
there  are  reasons  why  a  larger  sum  than  usual 
is  required  at  the  present  time  for  that  particu- 
lar purpose.  We  have  to  provide  during  the 
current  month  for  a  large  quantity  of  railway 
material  which  has  been  ordered  from  Home. 
This  has  to  be  paid  for,  and  we  must  make  pro- 
vision to  meet  the  liability.  But  that  will  not 
recur  next  month,  or  the  next,  so  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  entirely  wrong  in  the  con- 
clusions he  has  arrived  at  in  that  direction. 
Therefore,  I  repeat  that,  as  regards  obtaining 
information,  this  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  is  not  neoessaiy, 
although  no  doubt  it  will  serve  his  purpose  to 
this  extent :  that  it  will  be  regarded  as  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  in  the  Ministry  if  he  suc- 
ceeds in  carrying  i(,  and  if  he  does  not  succeed 
in  carrying  it  it  will  serve  the  purpose  of  ob- 
structing the  business  of  the  Qovemment.  It 
will  be  on  a  par  with  the  obstruction  that  was 
carried  on  by  the  Opposition  last  session,  and 
which  enabled  them  during  the  recess,  when 
addressing  their  constituents,  to  say  that  they 
were  successful  in  preventing  certain  legis- 
lation being  carried  out.  They  did  not  want 
legislation  carried  on  that  occasion  which 
would  bring  about  an  improvement  in  the 
affairs  of  the  country,  and  consequently  they 
blocked  the  business,  talked  against  time,  ana 
generally  followed  a  policy  of  obstruction.  The 
Government  reckoned  this  session  on  obstruo- 
tion  taking  this  form,  and  we  have  been  experi- 
encing it  now  for  some  time,  and  it  meanf 
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that  it  18  abeolntoly  neoessacy  that  members 
«C  this  House  who  are  supporting  the  Qoyem- 
ment*  and  who  desire  to  see  the  business  of 
the  ooontry  carried  on  rapidly  and  success- 
folly,  should  oooasionally  by  means  of  a 
division  flatten  out  the  honourable  gentle- 
men opposite,  and  show  them  where  their 
true  position  is — where  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  be  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  do  not  doubt  it. 

Mr.  J.  MgKENZIE.^You  have  no  doubt 
about  the  result,  I  am  sure. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— You  take  away  that nooon- 
fidenoe  question,  and  let  the  motion  go  on  its 
merits,  and  you  will  see  what  the  result  will 
be. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  do  not  know  where 
the  merits  of  the  motion  come  in,  or  that  it 
has  any  merits.  What  merit  the  honourable 
gentiemckn  expects  to  gain  by  it  I  do  not  know, 
and  I  venture  to  assert  that  there  is  not  a 
majority  of  this  House  that  sees  any  merit 
in  it ;  bat  I  assure  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  as  lar  as  the  people  in  the  country  are 
oonoemed  they  will  look  upon  it  in  the  light 
I  do — as  obstruction.  Now,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  traversed  the  taxa- 
tion policy  of  the  Government,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr. 
Duthie)  also  did  the  same  thing,  and  by  thus 

K0  bringing  up  the  question  of  the  Ous- 
'  toms  tariff  tbey  have  endeavoured  to 
show  the  unequal  social  taxation  which,  they 
say,  we  have  existing  at  the  present  time. 
However,  I  ask  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa,  will  he  table  a  motion  to  the  effect 
that  the  Customs  duties  should  be  reduced,  and 
that  the  increased  taxation  which  is  taken  off 
should  be  put  on  land  ?  If  he  does  that,  then 
we  should  have  a  clear  issue  before  us.  But  I 
venture  to  say  that  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Duthie 
<the  member  for  Wellington  City)  will  do  that; 
•nd  it  is  no  use  their  talking  and  trying  to  lead 
Deople  to  believe  they  are  in  earnest  about  re- 
audng  the  taxation  of  the  country  until  they 
set  themselves  in  earnest  to  show  where  we  can 
get  necessary  money  to  carry  the  country  on 
without  the  increased  taxation.  Until  they  do 
that,  the  people  of  the  country  will  but  come 
to  the  one  conclusion— that  it  is  necessary  the 
progress  of  the  country  should  not  be  retarded. 
If  we  are  to  continue  a  proper  administration 
and  colonisation  policy  in  the  country  the 
money  for  the  purpose  must  be  found ;  and  if 
those  honourable  gentlemen  are  prepared 
to  say  they  are  going  to  take  £100,000  or 
£150,000  off  the  Customs  taxation,  then  they 
should  be  prepared  to  say  at  the  same 
time,  '*  We  will  raise  the  amount  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  administration  and 
colonisation  of  the  country  from  the  land-tax 
and  inoome-tax,"  and  then  I  have  no  doubt 
they  would  find  many  friends  in  the  country. 
But  while  they  keep  harping  away  on  the  sub- 
ject of  increased  taxation  and  will  not  show 
how  to  relieve  that  taxation  the  people  of  the 
eoontry  will  pay  very  little  attention  to  them. 
Now,  Sir,  I  want  to  point  out  to  honourable 
members  that  the  Opposition,  as  is  seems  to 


me,  do  not  really  know  where  they  are,  and 
they  are  continually  trying  to  make  the  people 
believe  that  by  some  means  the  Government 
are  keeping  baok  from  them  that  information 
which  they  ought  to  have. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  says,  *^  Hear,  hear.*'  Has  he  not 
on  all  occasions  got  all  the  information  he 
could  wish  for  when  he  has  asked  for  it  in  a 
manner  in  which  it  could  be  given.  But  he  is 
constituted  with  such  a  political  twist  that  it 
1b  almost  Impossible  for  him  to  frame  a  motion 
straightforwardly,  for  any  Minister  or  depart- 
ment to  know  what  is  required.  That  is  the 
case.  Sir.  Only  the  other  day  I  received  a 
letter  from  a  friend  of  mine  in  a  far-off  part 
of  the  colony,  and  in  referring  to  the  Oppo- 
sition he  said,  "  The  only  thing  I  can  compare 
the  Opposition  to  is  the  Spanish  fleet,  which 
is  obsolete,  useless,  and  ineffective."  That 
is  what  ray  friend  said  in  regard  to  the  Oppo- 
sition :  that  they  were  only  to  be  compared 
with  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  were  obsolete,  use- 
less, and  ineffective  on  every  occasion  on  which 
they  endeavoured  to  attack  their  opponents. 
As  this  gentleman  says,  they  are  no  better 
than  the  Spanish  fleet  have  been  whenever 
they  came  to  attack  an  American  squadron ; 
they  are  unequal  on  all  occasions  and  not  at 
all  "  up  to  date."  They  have  not  got  even  up-to- 
date  ammunition  to  do  it  with.  I  ask  them  to 
try  some  other  mode  of  getting  the  necessary 
ammunition  if  they  wish  to  attack  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  Bucoessful  manner.  Well,  now,  I 
have  got  another  note  here  with  regard  to  a 
statement  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  in  connection 
with  the  Customs  tariff,  and  the  amount  by 
which  the  present  taxation  system  has  in- 
creased that  tariff  according  to  his  way  of 
looking  at  it.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman 
does  not  show — and  I  notice  that  the  whole  of 
the  Opposition  when  addressing  the  people  in 
various  parts  of  this  colony  do  not  show— the 
extra  spend ing-power  the  people  have  got  at 
the  present  time.  And  yet  any  one  who  will 
sit  down  with  an  unbiassed  mind  and  go  into 
the  Customs  returns  that  have  been  issued  from 
time  to  time  will  see  readily  enough  that  the 
spending-power  of  the  community  has  increased 
to  a  very  large  extent.  We  have  for  last  year 
the  biggest  record— 70,000,000  lb.— as  to  the 
quantity  of  sugar  used  in  the  colony,  that  we 
have  overbad ;  and,  that  being  the  case,  does  it 
not  go  to  show  that  the  people  are  able  to  buy 
more  sugar,  and  are  able  to  use  more  sugar,  and 
consequently  that  the  tariff  shows  the  increased 
spending-power  of  the  people  7  Then,  take  the 
case  of  beer.  Last  year's  record  is  the  largest 
we  have  had,  the  quantity  being  no  less  than 
5,471,200  gallons.  Does  not  that  show  the 
spending-power  of  the  people— that  it  is  not 
going  down,  at  any  rate,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
18  increasing  ?  And  the  revenue  derived  from 
these  sources  is,  to  a  very  large  extent,  due 
to  the  enlarged  spending-power  of  the  people? 
Now  I  shall  say  to  honourable  members  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  that  they  should 
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not  have  brought  down  this  motion  ;  they 
should  have  waited  until  next  week,  when 
the  time  would  have  arrived  that  the  Pre- 
mier stated  he  would  bring  down  the  Finan- 
oial  Statement,  and  by  doing  so  they  would 
have  husbanded  their  resources  for  a  proper 
attack  on  the  Financial  Statement  when  it 
oame  down.  If  they  had  done  that,  they 
might  have  shown  they  would  not  be  in 
the  position  which  my  friend  in  the  country 
said  they  were  in,  when  he  oompares  them 
with  the  Spanish  fleet.  If  the  Spaniards  had 
husbanded  their  resources  for  years  back,  and 
addressed  themselves  to  the  task  of  getting  the 
fleet  into  good  order,  they  would  have  been  able 
to  cope  with  their  enemies  in  a  better  manner 
than  they  have  done.  So,  too,  if  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
expects  to  attack  the  Government  effectively 
he  must  husband  his  resources  in  a  better  way 
and  get  his  soldiers  and  his  armaments  up-to- 
date,  which  he  has  not  got  at  the  present  time. 
We  have  one  member  of  the  Opposition  acting 
as  leader  one  day,  and  then  another  honourable 
gentleman  who  is  sitting  beside  him  acting  as 
leader  on  the  second  day,  and  on  the  third  day 
in  this  running  we  have  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  bringing 
down  a  motion  which  be  expects  by  a  side-wind 
to  oarry,  and  this  a  motion  which  should  be 
made  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  Then,  I 
suppose,  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  must  have  his  show.  He  comes 
in  fourth,  I  think,  in  the  new  Ministry ;  and  if 
the  honourable  meinber  for  Patea  comes  in  at 
all  it  must  be  somewhere  at  the  tail-end.  One 
would  say,  from  the  discussion  that  has  taken 
place  this  afternoon,  that  beyond  all  doubt 
tbe  Government  have  given  them  a  very  large 
amount  of  information.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ellesmere  has  made  use  of  one  return 
that  has  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
and  it  shows,  at  any  rate,  that  he  was  working 
in  that  direction.  Then,  the  honourable  member 
opposite  makes  use  of  another  return,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  makes  use  of 
yet  another,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea,  no  doubt,  has  one  or  two  more  in  store 
and  will  make  use  of  them  as  the  debate  goes  on. 
My  own  opinion,  however,  is  that  this  debate 
is  a  waste  of  time,  and  that  all  the  information 
these  honourable  gentlemen  desire  could  have 
been  obtained  in  tbe  ordinary  way,  by  asking 
the  Treasurer  across  the  table  what  he  wanted 
this  money  for ;  and  when  the  Financial  State- 
ment came  down  any  returns  they  want  which 
are  not  yet  on  the  table  could  be  got,  so  that 
they  may  be  thoroughly  prepared  in  regard  to 
the  Government  and  its  administration  before 
they  commence  to  discuss  the  flnance  and 
the  policy  of  the  Government.  The  Financial 
Statement  of  the  Government  will  be  down  in 
a  few  days,  and  then  honourable  members  will 
know  what  it  is,  and  they  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity also  of  knowing  what  is  the  policy  of 
the  GoTemment  so  far  as  flnance  is  concerned. 
All  that  will  be  known  next  week,  and  then 
they  will  have  an  opportunity  of  going  into  the 
matter  in  a  very  different  manner  from  that 
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which  they  have  at  the  present  time.  Now^ 
Sir,  there  is  another  subject  I  took  note  of, 
and  one  which  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
referred  to.  He  accused  my  honourable  friend 
the  Premier  of  having  made  a  statement  to  the 
effect  that  the  carpets  were  worn  by  members 
going  to  see  Ministers.  Well,  I  wish  members 
on  that  side  of  the  House  would  take  the 
advice  tendered  to  them  by  their  leader,  and 
not  wear  out  the  carpets  leading  to  the 
Ministers'  rooms.  But  ever  sinoe  I  have  been 
in  this  House,  no  matter  what  Government  was 
in  office,  the  same  thing  has  gone  on,  and  I 
venture  to  say  the  same  kind  of  thing  will  con- 
tinue so  long  as  there  is  a  responsible  Ministry 
on  these  benches.  There  will  always  be  griev- 
ances, and  I  think  I  can  safely  say  it  does  not 
matter  whether  a  member  belongs  to  the  Oppo- 
sition or  to  thisside  of  the  House,  I  have  always, 
as  far  as  I  could,  courteously  received  members, 
and  have  given  them  what  I  could  so  long  as  it 
was  in  an  honourable  and  straightforward  man- 
ner. In  the  days  when  I  first  came  into  this 
House,  and  when  I  was  very  innooent  in  many 
things,  I  heard  one  day  an  expression  in  the 
lobby  of  this  House  made  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  just  come  from  the  Ministerial  room  in 
this  building.  He  said,  "  I  have  just  crossed  the 
bridge  of  sighs."  The  honourable  member  will 
find  a  small  passage  opposite  the  lobby  leading 
to  the  Ministers'  room,  and  that  is  what  was 
called  the  '*  bridge  of  sighs."  And  I  venture 
to  say  that,  so  long  as  there  is  a  wrong  in  this 
colony,  and  so  long  as  there  are  roads  and 
bridges  needed  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
so  long  will  that  same  place  be  used.  And  I 
think,  if  there  is  one  member  in  this  House 
more  than  another  capable  of  worrying  the  lives 
out  of  Ministers  it  is  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
he  ever  asked  lor  anything  that  was  wrong; 
but  if  there  is  any  possible  way  of  getting  the 
wants  of  his  district  attended  to  by  wonying 
the  Minister,  then,  I  say,  he  has  done  his  duty 
in  that  direction.  There  are  other  members 
to  whom  I  might  specially  refer,  but  I  shall 
not  do  so;  and  I  should  not  have  referred  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  were  it 
not  for  the  fact  that  he  made  this  matter  a 
plank  in  his  speech  here  to-night,  and  he 
seemed  to  arffue  that  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment should  be  brought  down  so  that  he  would 
know  how  much  money  was  going  to  be  allo- 
cated for  his  district,  and  that  would  leave 
him  sufficient  time  to  worry  Ministers  for 
the  balance  he  required.  That  is  the  only 
construction  I  could  possibly  put  on  the 
attack  made  by  the  honourable  member  thia 
evening.  Now,  honourable  members  must 
know  that,  before  the  Public  Works  Statement 
can  possibly  come  down,  the  Financial  State- 
ment will  have  to  be  discussed  and  the  polioy 
of  the  Government  approved  of.  When  this  la 
done  there  will  be  no  time  lost  in  bringing  down 
the  Public  Works  Statement,  and  in  giving  to 
members  what  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Grovernment  will  admit.  I  venture  to  say  thai 
if  we  brought  down  our  Public  Works  State- 
ment before  the  Financial  Statement  was  In 
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the  hands  of  members,  and  before  it  was  known 
where  the  money  was  to  come  from,  it  would 
mean  dire  disaster  to  my  right  honourable 
friend  tha  Colonial  Treasurer.  If  the  require- 
ments of  members  and  the  different  consti- 
tuencies had  first  to  be  met,  I  am  afraid  the 
Gk>Temment  would  have  to  go  in  for  a  very 
large  loan.  The  Gbveroment  are  prepared,  so 
far  as  their  revenues  permit,  to  deal  out  ample 
justice  to  every  part  of  the  colony,  and  I  think 
that  even  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
when  he  gets  up  to  speak  will  admit  that  we 
have  done  full  justice  to  his  district  as  com- 
pared with  other  parts  of  the  country.  I 
regret  that  the  time  of  this  House  has  been 
wasted  this  afternoon  in  what  I  may  call  a 
useless  discussion  on  a  motion  which  can  only 
end  in  one  way.  All  the  information  that  can 
be  got  by  this  motion  could  just  as  well  have 
been  obtained  by  putting  a  question  or  two  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

Mr.  QRAHAM  (Nelson).— I  do  not  wish,  Sir, 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by  assisting 
the  Opposition  in  their  apparent  intention  to 
block  business,  and  I  coraially  agree  with  one 
remark  just  made  by  the  Minister  of  Lands — 
namely,  that  this  is  an  unfortunate  and  un- 
justifiable waste  of  time.  I  think  it  is  unfor- 
tunate that  the  Opposition  should  have  moved 
such  an  amendment  at  the  present  time,  be- 
cause, while  it  can  do  no  possible  good,  it  is  to 
a  great  extent  anticipating  the  debate  on  the 
Financial  Statement,  when  most  of  the  re- 
marks that  have  any  potency  will  be  repeated ; 
hence  my  reason  for  saying  I  consider  the 
present  discnsston  an  unnecessary  and  useless 
waste  of  time.    My  object  in  rising  wm  for  the 

Eurpose  of  relieving  the  mind  of  my  honourable 
riend  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  from  a  false 
impression.  I  am  sorry  he  is  not  in  the  House 
now ;  but  in  speaking  of  the  accommodation  of 
the  lunatic  asylums  he  referred  to  Nelson, 
and  he  was  very  much  concerned  as  to  the 
aooonmiodation  provided  there.  He  referred 
to  the  printed  report,  and,  of  course,  he 
had  no  other  means  of  knowing  the  facts. 
At  the  time  the  report  was  written  the 
statements  contained  in  it  were  doubtleBS  cor- 
rect. The  Inspector  indicates  that,  after 
making  aUowance  for  the  sleeping-accommoda- 
tion now  in  course  of  erection,  the  number  of 
patients  in  the  whole  colony  in  excess  of 
statutory  requirements,  which  is  600  cubic  feet 
for  each  patient,  will  be  158 ;  and  he  further 
proceeds  to  say  that  "  at  Nelson  relief  is  pro- 
mised to  the  extent  of  twenty-six  beds,  by 
means  of  a  new  dormitory,  which  has  just  been 
oontraoted  for;  but  meanwhile  we  lose  the 
old  oottage,  which  contained  seventeen  beds, 
and  the  rooms  formerly  occupied  by  the  Super- 
intendent gave  eight  beds,  so  that  we  have  nine 
beds  less  than  before  until  the  new  contract  is 
completed."  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  is 
very  znuoh  concerned  because  there  appears  in 
the  whole  colony  158  patients  in  excess  of  the 
statutory  requirements  as  to  dormitory  space  to 
aooommodate  them  ;  and  I  am  very  pleased  to 
be  in  a  position  to  relieve  his  mind  by  mforming 
him  that  he  can  subtract  from  that  number 
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at  least  thirty  so  far  as  Nelson  alone  is  con- 
cerned. As  soon  as  I  was  made  aware  that  the 
Government  had  made  arrangements  by  enter- 
ing into  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing to  provide  for  twenty- six  additional  beds,  I 
made  it  my  business  to  come  to  Wellington  at 
once  at  my  own  expense  to  interview  the  Govern- 
ment about  it,  and  I  pointed  out  the  position 
to  them,  showing  that  the  work  contracted  for 
was  quite  inadequate,  and  that  further  accom- 
modation was  required;  and  I  may  say  that 
when  the  Gk>vemment  had  made  inquiries,  and 
found  my  representations  to  be  correct,  they 
immediately  made  provision  for  more  than 
doubling  the  increased  accommodation  they 
had  arranged  to  provide.  So  that,  instead  of 
twenty-six,  we  shall  now  have  fifty- two  ad-- 
ditional  beds,  besides  five  or  six  single  rooms» 
when,  as  regards  the  male  patients,  there  will 
be  more  than  sufficient  sleeping-accommoda- 
tion for  all  on  a  scale  to  comply  with  statutory 
requirements.  I  point  this  out  to  show  that, 
at  any  rate  as  far  as  Nelson  is  concerned,  the 
Government  are  doing  their  best  to  overtake 
the  requirements  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  It 
is,  however,  only  fair  that  I  should  point  out 
also  that  it  is  no  fault  of  Dr.  MacGregor's  that 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  misunder- 
stood the  position,  because  at  the  time  I  came 
over  to  represent  the  matter  to  Ministers  that 
report  had  been  prepared  and  had  been  actually 
in  print  for  a  fortnight.  When  we  get  the 
extra  accommodation,  now  in  progress,  pro- 
vided at  Nelson  completed  there  will  be,  as  I 
have  said,  more  than  the  statutory  require- 
ments by  way  of  dormitory  accommodation  for 
all  the  men  patients  in  the  asylum ;  and,  with 
some  small  additions  to  the  main  buildings 
which  I  have  the  promise  of  the  Minister  will  h^ 
made,  the  position  will  be  equally  satisfactory 
as  regards  female  patients,  and  there  will  be 
abundant  sleeping  accommodation,  for  at  least 
as  many  as,  if  not  more  than,  the  administrative 
department  of  the  establishment  will  provide 
for. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti).— I  cannot 
understand  what  good  can  result  from  these 
long  discussions  upon  Imprest  Supply  Bills. 
We  have  no  details.  It  is  not  customary  to 
supply  details  in  reference  to  the  supplies  asked 
for ;  and  without  details  how  can  supply  be  dis- 
cussed ?  There  is  a  proper  time  for  discussing 
and  traversing  the  financial  arrangements  of 
the  Gk>vemment.  I  certainly  think  the  time 
this  afternoon  has  been  absolutely  wasted.  My 
reason  for  speaking  is  on  account  of  some 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bav.  I  think  that  honourable  mem- 
ber was  rather  severe  upon  the  Government 
as  to  the  alleged  want  of  attention  to  the 
requirements  of  the  patients  in  some  of  our 
asylums  for  the  treatment  of  mental  diseases. 
There  is  an  asylum  in  the  district  I  represent — 
the  Seaclifi  Asylum.  I  often  visit  that  institu- 
tion, and  I  know  pretty  well  what  is  being  done 
there  with  regard  to  making  provision  for  the 
unfortunate  patients.  I  think  it  is  only  just 
to  the  Government  that  I  should  state  that 
they   have    taken    a   very   great   interest  in 
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thifl  question  of  asylum  Sicoommodation.  I 
Nvas  in  company  with  one  of  the  membecs 
of  the  Government  on  an  inspection  of 
the  quarantine  buildings  at  Port  Chalmers 
with  the  view  of  seeing  whether  they  could  be 
cJtered  and  made  suitable  for  relieving  the 
pressure  on  the  asylum  accommodation.  But 
those  buildings  were  not  found  suitable.  The 
next  thing  that  was  done  was  to  set  to  work 
and  start  large  buildings  at  the  Seaoliff  Asylum » 
and  these  buildings  are  now  being  constructed 
with  the  labour  of  the  patients.  When  they 
are  completed  they  will  accommodate  a  large 
number  of  patients.  In  the  meantime  a  large 
number  of  the  inmates  are  using  the  large 
concert- hall  as  an  dormitory.  Of  course,  that 
is  inconvenient  and  undesirable,  but  it  cannot 
be  said  it  is  unhealthy.  I  presume  there  is 
any  amount  of  ventilation,  and  patients  do  not 
suffer  on  that  account.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber quoted  from  the  hospital  returns  on  the 
Slst  March,  but  since  then  a  great  deal  has 
been  done  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the 
Inspector  of  Asylums.  Dr.  MacGregor  did  his 
duty  in  pointing  out  all  that  is  necessary  to 
increase  the  comfort  of  the  patients,  because 
he  is  to  some  extent  responsible  for  the 
management  of  the  asylums,  and  I  believe 
prompt  attention  should  be  given  to  his  sugges- 
tions. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  (Clutha),— This  is  the 
recognised  time  for  ventilating  grievances,  and 
I  am  pleased  that  various  honourable  members 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  opportunity  that 
has  been  offered  them  to  do  this.  There  is  one 
grievance  chat  we  have  all  felt,  and  that  is  the 
unusual  delay  in  bringina  down  the  Financial 
Statement.  We  are  to  have  it,  we  are  told, 
next  week.  That  is,  so  far,  good.  But  we  ought 
to  have  had  it  before  this.  We  cannot  expect 
to  have  the  Financial  Statement  prior  to  the 
introduction  of  the  first  Imprest  Supply  Bill, 
but  I  think  we  may  fairly  expect  to  have  it 
prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  second  Imprest 
Supply  Bill.  Last  session  the  Financial  State- 
ment was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  some 
days  before  the  second  Imprest  Supply  Bill 
came  down  ;  and  I  think  you  will  find,  if  you 
look  up  the  records,  that  we  have  generally, 
if  not  always,  had  the  Financial  Statement 
prior  to  the  second  Imprest  Supply  Bill.  The 
■um  we  require  to  vote  for  the  services  of 
the  month  is  a  very  large  one  and  an  Increas- 
ing one.  For  the  corresponding  period  the 
rear  before  last  it  was  something  like  £100,000 
ess  than  it  is  this  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^There  is  over  £80,000  in- 
cluded in  this  for  an  order  for  railway  material 
in  London  which  has  fallen  due. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— At  aU  events,  it  is 
always  increasing,  and  I  think,  in  passing  such 
a  large  sum  of  money  as  this  it  would  be  right 
that  we  should  have  before  us  the  financial 
estimates  for  the  year  to  which  this  expendi- 
ture applies.  I  think  that  is  fair.  I  do  not  go 
the  length  of  admitting,  as  some  honourable 
members  have  done,  that  this  afternoon  has 
been  wasted.  Some  very  important  questions 
have  been  brought  up  and  discussed,  such 
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as  the  inadequacy  of  aooommodation  in  cor 
lunatic  asylums.    The  time  of  meeting  hat 
been  referred  to.    In  my  opinion  we  should 
meet  as  soon  as  possible  alter  the  dose  of 
the  financial  year.    If  one  month  is  too  short 
a  time,  two  months  would  surely  be  sufficient. 
This  would  bring  us  to  the  beginning  of  June, 
about  which  time  the  Parliament  should  meet. 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).— Sir, 
the  Minister  of  Lands  cannot  under- 
stand why  there  should  be  any  independence  of 
action  on  this  side  of  the  Hoiise.    That  is,  ap- 
parently, to  be  explained  bv  the  fact  that  he 
and  the  other  members  of   the  Government 
party  have  been  so  long  subject  to  the  dictation 
of  the  Premier  that  when  individual  freedom 
is  manifested  by  members  of  the   Opposition 
their  action  is  felt  to  be  a  reproach  upon  the 
servitude  so  apparent  on  the  Government  side. 
Sir,  it  is  the  boast  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion that  his  party  is  not  a  **  one-man  party." 
It  is  a  party  really  emblematic  of  the  best  form 
of  an  intelligent  democracy.    All  its  members 
are  equal  in  the  sense  of  the  opinions  of  each 
being  considered  on  ckll  matters  that  come  up 
for  discussion.    Within  the  limits  of  certain 
well-understood    principles    of    public    policy 
there  is  the  fullest  liberty  of  action  condstent 
with  mutual  trust  and  the  necessary  recognition 
of  the .  position  of  leadership  in  the  affairs  of 
Parliament.    So  that  in  no  respect  is  it  a  de- 
rogation from  the  position  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  should  propose, 
as  he  has  done,  an  amendment  of  the  import- 
ance   now  before   the  House.      Other   mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  will  probably  at  other 
times    propose    other   resolutions  as  import- 
ant   dealing  with   the   public   affairs  of  the 
colony    under    different  aspects.    It  is    time 
that  that  feeble  little  joke  of   Ministers  was 
put  aside,  as  to   the   honourable  member  for 
Hawke*s  Bay  being  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
one  day,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Bic- 
carton  the  leader  next  day,  and  some  other 
member  on  a  third  day.    Probably  it  would 
not  now  be  at  large  were  it  not  that  the  asyluma 
for  Mmisterial  indiscretions  are  already  over- 
crowded, so  that  this  little  imbecility  is  left  to 
wander  about  in  a  pitiful  state  of  destitution  ; 
but  it  is  harmless — quite  harmless.    On  the 
present  occasion  it  was  taken  in  hand  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  and,  if  he  feels  disposed  to 
trot  it  out  again  on  future  occasions,  that  ia 
his  business.    Sir,  the  responsibility  for  the 
length  of  this  financial  debate  is  entirely  due  to 
the  Premier  withholding  information.   I  think  I 
am  right  in  saying — as  the  honourable  member 
for  Clutha  did  this  afternoon— that  for  some 
years  no  second  Imprest  Supply  Bill  has  been 
put  through  the  House  before  the  Financial 
Statement  has  been  brought  down.    It  is  be- 
cause of  the  magnitude  of  the  sums  we  are 
thus  asked  to  pass  by  way  of  credit,  without 
any  particulars,  that   we  are  now  protesting 
against    the    practice  of    withholding  proper 
and  reasonable    information.     Little    is,    in- 
deed,   ever   vouchsafed    us.-     The   most    we 
can  do  is  to  take  opportunities  such  as  the 
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present  to  emphasise  the  absence  of  de- 
tails regarding  the  finances  of  the  colony. 
The  Minister  of  Lands  says  that  we  get  all 
ceasonable  information,  and  he  referred  to 
▼arions  subjects  discassed  during  this  debate  as 
being  based  upon  returns  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  House  by  Ministers.  Will  he  say  that 
the  report  which  gave  the  text  for  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  speak  on  the  subject  of  the 
lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony  was  vouchsafed 
by  the  GoTemment  of  the  day.  Not  at  all. 
The  quotations  made  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition were  from  the  annual  report  by  the  In- 
spector, which  must  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  every  year.  Was  the  subject  of  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
based  on  any  return  given  by  the  Government  ? 
Not  at  all.  It  was  based  on  a  paper  which  the 
Auditor- General  deemed  it  his  duty  to  forward 
to  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— He  has  got  to  do  it  by  Act. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Allow  me  to  say  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  not. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— He  is  mistaken, 
because  I  am  now  dealing  with  the  argument 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands  when  he  referred  to 
the  material  for  the  discussion  this  afternoon 
as  having  been  provided  by  returns  laid  before 
the  House  by  Mmisters.  The  information  before 
Parliament  on  the  subject  of  the  audit  was  not 
famished  by  Ministers.  That  is  the  point. 
The  correspondence  came  direct  from  the  Au- 
ditor-General to  Mr.  Speaker,  and  was  ordered 
by  the  House  to  be  printed  as  part  of  the  records 
of  the  colony.  If  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier 
bad  had  his  way  we  should  probably  never  have 
beard  of  this  conflict  between  himself  and  the 
Auditor- General.  Again,  were  the  criticisms 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  suggested  by  any  return  given  by 
ibe  Government?  Not  at  all.  The  complaint 
of  the  honourable  member  was  that  he  could 
get  no  proper  information  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  was  forced  to  inferences  from  iso- 
lated facts  and  figures  compiled  from  various 
sources.  And  so  it  has  been  with  every  other 
subj^t  that  has  been  discussed  in  the  House 
this  session.  Our  criticisms  have  not  been  upon 
information  given  in  returns  to  motions  made 
by  members  of  the  House,  because  there  have 
been  no  returns  given  as  to  finance.  Our 
eritiotsms  have  been  for  the  most  part  based 
upon  such  scraps  of  information  as  have 
feaohed  us  in  some  fortuitous  way.  I  will  not 
refer  to  the  fact  that  I  myself  never  get  returns 
— that  has  now  become  notorious ;  and  unless 
some  other  member  will  kindly  ask  for  the 
information  I  desire  in  this  House  the  returns 
suggested  by  me  need  not  be  expected  in  any 
official  form ;  but  sufficient  is  generally  ascer- 
tainable to  make  that  little  all  the  more 
damaging  to  the  Government  for  their  refusal 
of  the  full  disclosures  in  the  regular  way.  This 
persistent  refusal  of  returns  can  only  lead  to 
one  inference — that  the  Government  cannot 
faboe  the  facts.  The  Minister  of  Lands  was 
flood  enough  to  say  that  I  worded  my  motions 
for  letums  in  such  a  way  that  no  clerk  could 


comprehend  them.  This  is  the  first  occasion 
on  which  I  have  been  accused  of  not  making 
myself  sufficiently  understood.  Let  me  refer 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  one  out  of  severiJ 
motions  which  I  have  had  on  the  Order  Paper 
this  session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  it  on  the  Order  Paper 
now  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No ;  it  is  now  off  the 
Order  Paper.  It  was  there  for  a  fortnight,  and 
persistently  opposed,  so  that  at  the  end  of  that 
time  it  dropped  off  in  accordance  with  the 
Standing  Order  dealing  with  motions.  The 
notice  I  gave  read  as  follows : — 

**  Mr.  G.  Hutchison  to  move.  That  there 
be  laid  before  this  House  a  return,— H)  Of  the 
travelling-expenses  and  travelling-allowances 
of  Ministers  for  the  financial  year  1895-96; 
(2)  a  similar  return  for  the  financial  year 
1896-97 ;  and  (8)  a  similar  return  for  the  finan- 
cial year  1897-98." 

Now,  not  only  could  a  temporary  clerk  un- 
derstand that  notice  of  motion,  but  even  a*^ 
Minister  might  be  expected  to  do  so.  Minis- 
ters understand  such  a  jretum  only  too  well. 
It  is  because  they  understand  it,  and  wish  to 
suppress  the  information,  that  I  am  not  allowed 
to  get  it.  Possibly  towards  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion the  Premier  vidll  graciously  concede  to  me 
a  return  somewhat  in  the  terms  I  have  read ; 
but,  although  the  return  may  be  ordered,  it  will 
probably  never  be  given.  Last  session,  after 
endeavouring  repeatedly  to  get  such  a  return 
for  the  previous  financial  year,  it  was,  towards 
the  end,  ordered  by  consent  of  the  Premier ; 
but,  though  the  order  was  duly  made  by  the 
House,  there  was  never  a  return  made :  so  that 
even  in  the  few  cases  where  an  order  for  a 
return  is  obtained  the  order  of  the  House  is  set 
at  nought.  There  are  other  instances  I  might 
mention  of  returns  I  have  asked  for  and  been 
refused  this  session.  I  could  quote  a  number, 
but  will  defer  for  the  present  dealing  with  most 
of  these  opposed  returns.    There  will  be  op- 

rirtunities  later  on  to  refer  to  this  subject, 
shall  put  some  of  them  again  on  the  Order 
Paper,  to  see  if  any  of  them  will  be  assented 
to.  Most  will  probably  run  their  course  of  a 
fortnight  and  again  disappear;  but  Ministers 
may  be  sure  that  on  some  occasion,  sooner  or 
later,  they  must  face  discussion  on  each  one  of 
these  motions  of  mine  for  returns.  I  may  not 
— ^I  almost  certainly  shall  not — have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  moving  for  them  in  the  regular  way. 
Ministers  know  how  to  manipulate  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  so  as  to  prevent  these  motions  com- 
ing on  so  as  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  House ; 
but  on  each  successive  Imprest  Supply  Bill, 
such  as  they  must  ask  for  before  the  end  of  each 
month  of  the  session,  the  opportunity  will  arise 
of  referring  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  returns 
they  refuse.  On  some  occasion,  sooner  or 
later,  every  return  I  ask  for  shall  be  brought 
up  and  debated  on  the  floor  of  the  House — not 
that  I  shall  succeed  in  obtaining  the  return,  or 
succeed  in  having  a  vote  of  the  House  taken 
whether  the  return  shall  be  granted  or  not,  for 
by  the  management  of  the  Ministry  of  the  order 
of  business  no  opportunity  Is  ever  given  foe 
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the  House  to  vote  on  any  retam  whatever. 
The  usual  excuse  is  that  they  want  to  discuss 
the  motion;  but  they  know— and  others  are 
now  coming  to  realise — how  the  opportunity 
for  discussion  can  be  denied.  No  motion  for 
a  return  has  been  discussed  or  been  voted  upon 
this  year,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  such 
motion  will  ever  be  allowed  to  come  up  during 
the  remainder  of  the  session.  A  week  or  two 
ago  I  was  in  the  position  of  having  a  motion  for 
a  return  as  No.  2  on  the  only  day  on  which 
there  was  a  probability  this  session  of  mo- 
tions being  voted  on.  Notice  of  motion  No.  1 
was  in  the  name  of  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Ashburton  (Mr.  Wright).  His 
was  a  motion  to  set  up  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  advisability  of  setting  up  an  improved 
steam-service  between  Wellington  and  Lyttel- 
ton,  and  there  were  about  two  hours  of  the 
afternoon  open  for  the  discussion  of  notices  of 
motion.  There  was  practically  no  opposition 
to  the  motion  of  my  honourable  friend.  But 
what  happened  ?  The  Premier  stonewalled  the 
motion  as  far  as  he  could,  and  other  honourable 
members  on  the  Government  side  of  the  House 
got  up  one  after  another  to  talk  nonsense,  so 
that  the  debate  on  No.  1  was  spun  out  so  as  to 
take  up  the  whole  afternoon — the  motion  being 
uneknimously  assented  to  at  heJf-past  five,  when 
the  House  rose ;  and  on  resuming  at  half-past 
seven  the  orders  of  the  day  for  public  Bills 
were  called  on,  and  motion  No.  2  went  down 
to  the  foot  of  the  Order  Paper,  never  again  to 
be  within  hail.  The  motion  referred  to  will,  of 
course,  not  be  granted.  It  was  for  information 
which  the  Government  dare  not  give.  But, 
although  by  such  tactics  as  I  have  referred 
to  it  will  never  be  ordered,  some  time  or  other 
I  shall  refer  to  it.  Such  is  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  Government  as  to  information  sought 
by  members  on  this  side  of  the  House.  It  is 
the  paucity  of  information  which  makes  the 
Opposition — which  forces  the  Opposition — to 
take  advantage  of  an  opportunity  such  as  this 
to  raise  a  discussion  on  the  financial  and  other 
aspects  of  the  policy  of  the  Government— a 
discussion  which  is,  indeed,  without  much  in 
the  way  of  information  which  should  be  avail- 
able, but  a  discussion  all  the  more  necessary 
for  that  very  reason,  as  showing  the  objection- 
able conduct  of  the  Government.  The  Pre- 
mier has  been  twitted  with  delaying  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  and  he  has  said  that  he 
must  have  first  ways  and  means.  I  am  in- 
clined to  agree  with  him  as  to  the  sufiiciency 
of  his  defence  upon  this  occasion.  He  does 
need  ways  and  means  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Public  Works  Fund.  He  has  already  indicated 
that  he  will  take  £800,000  this  year  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund  —  from  the  revenue  of  the 
country— to  aid  public  works,  as  he  did  last 
year.  He  has  already  had  £100,000  transferred 
under  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill  which  we 
passed  last  month ;  he  now  seeks  £125,000 
more  under  this  Bill :  that  will  be  £225,000 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  public  works, 
leaving  only  some  £75,000  of  the  proposed 
£800,000  to  be  afterwards  transferred ;  but,  as 
pointed  out  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
Mr.  Q,  Hutchison 


there  are  only  four  months  of  the  financial 
year  gone,  and  all  but  £75,000  of  the  £800,000 
may  be  said  to  have  been  already  hypothecated. 
No  doubt  the  Premier  is  in  sore  straits  for 
money  with  which  to  carry  on  public  worlu.. 
He  started  the  year  with  liabilities  which  in 
the  circumstances  must  be  considered  stupen- 
dous—  an  amount  not  known  since  the  old 
borrowing  days— of  £895,000,  with  only  £52,000 
in  the  shape  of  funds  in  hand.  So  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  financial  year  there 
was  a  debit  of  something  like  £840,000  in  th& 
Public  Works  Fund.  Against  that  he  had 
only  a  balance  of  £25,000  to  be  raised  before 
exhausting  the  million  loan  of  the  previous 
year.  Add  that  to  the  two  amounts  which 
may  be  said  to  have  been  transferred  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  and  we  find  that  in  round 
numbers  he  has  £250,000  to  meet  a  debit 
balance  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  of 
£840,000,  leaving  the  credits  as  still  insuf- 
ficient to  meet  the  former  liabilities — a  con- 
tinuing debit,  which  must  now  be  considerably 
increased,  as  works  have  been  going  on  sinoe 
the  81st  March — not  so  actively  as  before,  but 
certainly  representing  a  considerable  amount. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  is  now  devising  means  for 
raising  another  loan — not  a  large  one  sucb 
as  would  give  contradiction  direct  to  the 
many  disclaimers  he  has  made  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  a  loan  for  £500,000  er  more,  to  be 
raised  in  the  colony,  and  afterwards  worked 
gradually  ofi  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  this  after- 
noon said  he  was  not  in  favour  of  bor- 
rowing so  that  intercRt  would  be  payable 
out  of  the  colony.  Why,  what  has  he  been 
constantly  doing  ?  He  has  been  raising  loans 
from  time  to  time  in  the  colony  and  then  in- 
scribing the  stock  with  the  Bank  of  England^ 
and  disposing  of  the  bonds  in  London,  so  that 
the  interest  on  all  the  money  thus  raised  is 
payable  in  London  just  as  certainly  as  if 
the  loans  had  been  floated  there  in  the  first 
instance.  And  the  same  practice  will  no 
doubt  be  followed  with  respect  to  the  money 
he  will  borrow  this  year  for  public  works. 
He  Undoubtedly  will  need  ways  and  means 
beyond  the  £300,000  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund ;  and  in  the  Financial  Statement  which 
he  has  promised  next  week  we  will  have  some 
indication  as  to  how  those  ways  and  means 
are  to  be  provided.  The  whole  finance  of 
the  public  works  will  no  doubt  have  to  be 
disclosed  in  the  Financial  Statement;  but» 
while  I  admit  he  must  have  an  assured 
finance  before  he  brings  down  the  public- 
works  estimates,  there  is  no  reason  whatever 
why  the  right  honourable  gentleman  should 
not  soon  after  the  delivery  of  the  Financial 
Statement  bring  down  the  Bills  necessary  U^ 
give  effect  to  those  proposals  as  to  ways  and 
means  so  as  to  raise  the  moneys  which  he 
must  have,  and  then  bring  down  the  publio> 
works  estimates  within,  say,  two  weeks  of  the 
delivery  of  the  Financial  Statement,  so  that 
the  public-works  estimates  and  the  general 
estimates   may  be  before  the  House  at  the-* 
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same  time.  There  should  be  no  difficulty 
Aboat  such  a  course,  unless  it  be  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  have 
these  proverbial  carrots  to  dangle  in  fron£  of 
honoorable  members  to  excite  their  expecta- 
tions till  close  upon  the  end  of  the  session, 
when  the  lure  may  be  withdrawn,  or  found  to 
be  dust  and  ashes,  amid  the  wailing  and  gnash- 
ing of  teeth.  I  am  obliged  to  my  honourable 
friend  the  Minister  of  Lands  for  saying  that 
the  district  I  represent  gets  a  fair  share  of 
the  good  things  going.  It  does  so  not  through 
4uay  favour  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
but  because  of  the  paramount  claims  of 
that  district  for  expenditure'  in  the  way  of 
zoads  and  bridges;  and  he  will,  I  am  sure, 
admit  that  not  one  penny  expended  in  that 
district  may  not  be  most  profitably  expended. 
There  need  be  no  apology  for  expenditure  in 
the  great  and  growing  district  of  Patea.  Pass- 
ing from  the  public-works  expenditure,  I 
would  now  refer  to  the  subject  which  has  been 
brought  up  by  the  honourable  member  for 
BUesmere,  a  subject  which  deserves  more 
Attention  than  appears  yet  to  have  been  given 
it.  It  is  a  dispute  between  the  Audit  Office 
and  the  Treasury,  which  has  been  brought 
before  this  House  by  communication  direct  to 
you,  Sir,  from  the  Auditor-General.  From  the 
-correspondence  laid  upon  the  table  it  appears 
that  under  the  present  Government  we  are 
practically  to  have  no  audit  whatever ;  we  are 
to  have  no  check  on  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  as  Treasurer  of  the  colony.  Stated 
briefly,  the  facts  are  that  on  the  28th  of 
June,  just  before  the  expiration  of  the  three 
months  following  the  end  of  the  financial 
year,  over  which  period  of  fifteen  months  the 
Appropriations  for  the  twelve  months  are 
allowed  to  extend  for  purposes  of  con- 
▼enience,  the  right  honouraole  gentleman 
requisitioned  close  upon  £100,000  to  be 
passed  for  payment  in  bulk.  The  Auditor- 
General  saw  objection  to  this  course,  and 
desired  to  know  whether  any  of  the  money 
so  requisitioned  was  to  be  used  for  pay- 
ments after  the  30th  June,  beyond  which  date 
•the  Auditor- General  was  of  opinion— as  has 
hitherto  been  the  general  understanding— that 
no  further  moneys  should  be  expended  without 
the  authority  of  Parliament  in  the  shape  of  an 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  such  as  we  are  now  passing. 
He  was  told  by  the  Treasury  that  some  part  of 
the  money  would  not  be  used  until  after  the 
.^Oth  June. 

An  Hon.  Mshber. — The  greater  part. 

Hr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Yes ;  the  greater 
part  was  admitted  as  intended  to  be  spent  after 
the  90th  June.  In  those  circumstances  the 
Auditor- General  put  his  veto  on  the  requisi- 
tion. What  was  done  ?  Merely  this :  that 
the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor-General  was  oh- 
tainea,  and  an  Order  in  Council  issued  which 
had  the  effect  of  extinguishing  the  Auditor- 
General.  If  honourable  members  will  look 
at  this  eorrespondence — and  it  deserves  to  be 
looked  at  carefully — it  will  be  seen  that  the 
.opinion  of  the  Solicitor- General  is  not  given 
4ipoD  the  point  raised  by  the  Audi  tor- General, 


but  on  quite  another  point.  Putting  the  < 
shortly,  the  Auditor- General  referred  to  sec- 
tion 50  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act,  which 
refers  to  imprests  or  general  advances  to  be 
accounted  for  afterwards,  and  desired  to  know 
whether  any  of  the  moneys  were  intended  for 
payments  in  respect  of  services  after  the  30th 
June,  beyond  which  date  he  pointed  out  there 
was  then  no  appropriations.  The  Solicitor- 
General,  in  his  opinion,  argues  upon  seo- 
tions  44,  46,  and  46  of  the  Act,  which  deal  with 
moneys  required  for  specific  appropriations, 
and,  consequently,  with  payments  up  to  the 
30th  June,  and  never  seems  to  have  reached 
the  consideration  of  section  50  at  all.  But, 
whether  the  Solicitor-General  be  right  or 
wrong,  the  position  disclosed  is  one  of  extreme 
gravity.  It  means  that,  although  the  Auditor- 
General  may  put  a  veto  upon  a  requisition 
from  the  Treasury,  if  the  opinion  of  the 
Solicitor-General  is  obtained  to  the  contrary 
effect,  all  that  is  required  is  that  the  Go- 
vernor in  Council,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
Premier,  whose  advice  must  always  be 
accepted,  shall  issue  an  order  which  over- 
rides th^  control  of  the  Audit  Office  altogether. 
It  means,  then,  that  the  right  honourable 
eentleman  constitutes  himself  the  ultimate 
Court  of  decision  between  himself  and  the 
Auditor-General.  If  we  further  consider  that 
two  years  ago  an  amendment  of  the  Public 
Revenues  Act  was  passed  at  the  instance  of 
^ihe  Premier,  and  power  given  to  him  as  Trea- 
surer, during  three  months  beyond  the  finan- 
cial year,  to  continue  expending  moneys  not 
only  under  '*  recurring  "  votes — such  as  salaries 
and  postal  contracts,  as  was  the  case  up  to  the 
passing  of  the  amending  Act  in  1896— but 
under  any  vote  whatever,  then  we  must  realise 
that  we  are  face  to  face  with  a  condition  of 
things  that  must  be  alarming  to  any  one  who 
takes  a  serious  view  of  the  finances  of  the 
colony.  According  to  the  contention  of  the 
Premier,  under  this  amendment  of  the  Public 
Revenues  Act,  taking  as  an  instance  the 
vote  of  £7,000  for  the  Parliamentary  Library, 
if  the  Premier  chose  he  might  spend  the 
whole  of  the  vote  for  public  buildings  in 
which  that  item  of  £7,000  occurs  upon  the 
erection  of  a  library.  The  total  of  the  vote 
was  £22,600.  Thus  he  might  claim  to  spend 
the  whole  of  that  sum  on  the  library,  plus  25 
per  cent,  under  the  extension  of  the  vote  for 
three  months  beyond  the  financial  year,  pltu 
the  whole  of  the  unauthorised  expenditure, 
amountmg  to  £100,000;  so  that,  if  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  contention  be  correct — 
and  for  all  we  know  he  has  got  the  power  to 
insist  that  it  is— then  he  could  have  spent  on 
the  library  building  £128,250  before  Parliament 
met,  which  is  positively  absurd;  or,  if  it  be 
possible,  as  contended  by  him,  it  is  Tezy  serious 
indeed.  And,  furthermore,  if  the  Audit  Office 
were  to  dare  to  question  such  an  expenditure, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  only  to 
get  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor- General  to 
support  his  view,  and,  by  Order  in  Council,  get 
over  the  Auditor- General.  Now,  let  me  say  a 
word  or  two  with  reference  to  the  amendment 
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moved  by  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dathie).  He 
asks  that  there  should  be  information  given 
with  reference  to  the  incidence  of  tax- 
ation under  Customs  duties  since  the  re- 
vision of  the  tariff  in  1895.  We  have  never 
had  the  least  information  that  is  reliable 
vHth  reference  to  the  effect  of  that  re- 
vision of  the  tariff.  The  Premier  has,  on 
public  platforms,  made  statements,  as  he  has 
made  them  here,  without  the  least  corrobora- 
tion or  proof.  He  has  again  and  again  been 
challenged  to  give  the  official  figures.  I  myself, 
in  the  session  of  1896,  kept  renewing  on  the 
Order  Paper,  all  through  the  session,  a  motion 
for  a  return  of  the  duties  collected  under  twenty- 
nine  heads,  including  all  the  chief  articles  of 
the  tariff,  which  would  have  given  the  informa- 
tion required.  This  session  a  motion  was  placed 
on  the  Order  Paper  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Awaruawith  reference  to  the  taiifi  changes; 
but  the  way  in  which  that  motion  was  framed 
did  not  appear  to  me  as  likely  to  give  the  in- 
formation necessary  to  a  proper  conclusion, 
and  I  proposed  certain  additional  words,  which, 
I  think,  would,  if  consented  to,  disclose  the 
true  position.  I  will  read  to  the  House  the 
way  in  which  I  should  have  liked  to  have  seen 
that  motion  carried. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  your  notice  of  motion 
now  on  the  Order  Paper? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No,  Sir,  it  is  not. 
Like  all  other  motions  I  have  had  to  do  with,  it 
remained  on  the  Paper  for  fourteen  days,  and 
then  went  off.  I  intend  to  restore  some  of  these 
lapsed  motions ;  but,  as  I  was  desirous  of  refer- 
ring to  one  or  two  of  them  in  this  debate,  I 
allowed  them  to  remain  off,  so  as  not  to  offend 
against  the  Standing  Order  which  forbids  the 
debating  of  the  subject-matter  of  notices  of  mo- 
tion upon  the  Order  Paper  except  when  they 
are  called  on.  I  will  read  the  motion  for  the 
return  as  to  the  Customs  revenue  in  the  form 
I  desired  it,  and  if  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man can  say  it  is  unfair,  or  that  it  is  one  that 
would  do  other  than  give  proper  information, 
I  ask  him  to  say  so,  and  let  the  public 
judge  :— 

"That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  setting  out, —  (a)  The  articles  upon 
which  no  alteration  in  duty  was  effected  in  the 
tariff  revision  of  1895 ;  (h)  the  amount  of  duty 
coUeeted  upon  the  same  since  the  revision  of 
the  tariff  up  to  the  Slst  December,  1897 ;  (c)  the 
amount  of  duty  collected  upon  the  same  for  the 
same  period  prior  to  the  revision  of  the  tariff ; 
(^  the  same  information,  and  for  the  same 
period,  upon  the  several  articles  the  duties  on 
which  were  altered  under  the  tariff  revision  of 
1895,  vritli  the  changes  in  duty  so  made,  and 
the  rates  on  which  the  altered  duties  were 
collected.*' 

If  that  return  were  ordered,  and  faithfully 
complied  with,  it  would  at  once  settle  the 
question  as  to  the  effect  of  the  incidence  of 
the  tariff  of  1895.  In  face  of  his  refusal  to 
give  the  information  sought,  it  is  no  use  for 
the  Premier  to  declaim  as  to  certain  items. 
We  want  to  know  all  the  particulars,  and  we 
Mr.  G.  HuUhfon 


want  to  know  them  in  the  face  of  this  fact: 
that  the  Customs  revenue  in  1894 — the  year 
prior  to  the  revision  of  the  tariff — amounted  %o 
£1,572,467,  and  that  last  year  it  amounted  to 
£1,915,698,  or  an  increase  of  taxation  within 
the  period  of  three  years  of  no  less  than 
£843,226.  I  have  the  figures  tabulated,  and 
will  go  through  the  form  of  reading  them,  ao 
that  they  may  find  a  place  in  Hansard,  Thoy 
are  as  follows : — 
Year.  Population.      ^^^      pJu'Ld. 

£  £    B.  a, 

1897       ..  768,910      1,915,693      2    9  11 
1894       ..  728,121      1,572,467      2    3    2 


Increases  40,789  £343,226  £0  6  9 
That  is  to  say,  the  taxation  through  the  Cus- 
toms tariff  since  1894  has  increased  at  the 
rate  of  6s.  9d.  on  the  total  population,  including 
every  man,  woman,  and  child,  including  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants  and  all  the  inmates  of 
our  overcrowded  asylums  and  charitable  insti- 
tutions and  of  our  prisons;  but  if  we  were 
reckoning  the  burden  per  head  on  the  producera 
of  the  colony — say  about  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
population — we  would  find  there  would  be  an 
increase  of  considerably  over  £1  per  head  under 
the  operation  of  the  tariff  revision  of  1895. 
There  is  one  other  table  I  would  like  to  quote, 
because  it  is,  to  my  mind,  pregnant  of  the 
most  serious  inferences  touching  the  welfare- 
of  this  colony  that  could  possibly  claim  the 
attention  of  a  thoughtful  people.  It  shows 
that,  while  our  imports  have  of  late  years  in- 
creased considerably,  our  exports  have  not 
kept  pace  at  all  with  our  purchases,  and  that 
at  the  present  time  we  have  only  an  excess  io 
value  of  exports  over  imports  of  the  sum  of  the 
charges  upon  our  national  debt. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  had  the  same  balance 
in  1895,  and  it  was  over  £100,000. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  will  give  the  exact 
figures,  culled  from  the  statistical  records. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  keeping  back  the 
balances. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.>-I  will  keep  back 
nothing.  This  table,  if  examined,  will  be  found 
to  contain  every  figure  necessary  to  give  the 
summary  of  our  position  in  1891,  when  the 
present  party  in  power  took  control,  and  at  the 
end  of  last  year : — 

InUrckange  and  Debt  Charges, 


Popa- 
latlon. 

Ezclasiye  of  Specie. 

Chaigee 

Year. 

Im- 
ports. 

Ex- 

porta. 

EzcesB  of 
Exports 

over 
Imports. 

on 

NaUonal 

Debt. 

1897 
1891 

768,910 
692.426 

d 
7,994,201 
6.431.101 

d 
9.741,223 
9,563.514 

1,747,021 
3,132,418 

£ 
1,741.412 
1,802.909 

Inc. 

76.484 

1.663,100 

177,708 

This  table  proves  that  seven  years  ago  we  had 
an  excess  in  value  of  exports  over  imports  of 
over  three  millions,  or  sufficient  to  pay  the 
charges  on  our  national  debt  and  leave  nearly 
two  millions  over  for  the  payment  of  private^ 
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trade,  while  this  last  year  the  ezoess  has 
diminished  to  within  a  few  pounds  of  the 
ehargespayable  in  London  on  our  national 
debt.  Tnose  are  figures  that  oarry  with  them 
a  lesson  that  ought  to  impress  the  minds  of 
every  thinking  person.  Our  purchases  are  in- 
oreasing,  it  is  true,  but  the  ratio  of  our  pro- 
duotiveoess  is  not  increasing  but  diminishing. 
The  balance  on  our  interchange  with  the  rest 
of  the  world  is  barely  sufficient  to  pay  the 
jwinnal  charges  on  our  national  debt,  while 
the  large  quantities  of  goods  being  brought 
into  the  colony  are  simply  increasing  the 
general  indebtedness.  Let  me  give  two  more 
lines  of  figures,  as  bringing  down  the  com- 
parison to  a  comparison  per  head  of  the  popu- 
lation : — 


Imports. 

Exports. 

£    8.    d. 

4     B.    d. 

1891 

..969 

18     2    0 

1897 

..     10    1     0 

12  11     1 

Look  at  the  rise  of  our  indebtedness  and  the 
fall  of  our  products.  Consider  the  dispropor- 
tion. I  understand  the  Right  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier DOW  gives  a  general  assent  to  tl^e  figures 
I  have  quoted.  He  cannot  with  truth  deny 
them.  They  indicate  :hat  our  productiveness 
is  not  increasing  in  the  ratio  of  our  indebted- 
ness. They  show  that  our  obligations  are  in- 
creasing by  leaps  and  bounds,  and  that  we  are 
in  a  thoroughly  unsound  position,  because  we 
are  not  paying  our  way. 

g  Q  Mr.  WARD  (Awarua).— Sir,  the  de- 

'  bate  which  hfits  taken  place  upon  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie)  appears  to  me  to  cover 
a  very  great  deal  of  ground.  Why,  we  have 
had  introduced  during  the  course  of  this  debate 
roads  and  bridges,  constitutional  government, 
the  Audit  Department,  the  tariff,  parliamentary 
buildings,  and,  further,  we  have  had  lunatic 
asylums,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  discoursing  upon  the  relative  values  of 
the  imports  and  exports,  and  general  matters 
affecting  the  x>opulation  of  this  country. 
Therefore  I  think  that  is  a  very  big  bill-of-fare, 
and  one  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  take  considerably  more  than  half  an 
hour  of  a  man's  time  to  deal  with.  But,  Sir, 
I  shall  make  the  most  of  my  time.  I  shall,  in 
the  first  place,  ask  the  House  what  is  involved 
in  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City?  Sir,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber has  submitted  a  motion  which  carries  on 
tlie  face  of  it  a  great  deiJ.  The  honourable 
member  asks  that  a  review  of  the  whole 
Customs  tariff  of  this  country  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  CoQimittee,  and  that  Committee  is 
to  investigate  the  various  items  of  the  Customs 
tariff  and  bring  down  a  report  to  this  House 
npon  the  tariff.  Now,  Sir,  what  does  he  want  ? 
Does  the  honourable  member  mean,  in  the 
event  of  that  Committee  bringing  down  a 
proposal  to  this  House  to  reduce  the  Cus- 
toms revenne  of  this  country,  which  last  year 
amounted  in  round  numbers  to  £1,900,000,  by, 
say,  10  per  oent.,  which  would  involve  a  reduc- 
tion of  £190,000  a  year,  or  by  20  per  cent., 
which  would  represent  a  reduction  of  £880,000 


a  year— does  the  honourable  member.  Sir,  or 
does  any  honourable  member  in  this  House, 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  that  recom- 
mendation could  be  given  effect  to  unless 
the  Government  of  the  day  believed  it  was  in 
accordance  with  the  interest  of  the  country,  so 
far  as  the  financial  conditions  of  the  Treasury 
are  concerned  ?  Why,  Sir,  it  is  simply  beating 
the  air  and  a  waste  of  time  to  ask  a  Committee 
to  discuss  the  question ;  and,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  think  any  older  member  of  this  House — 
and  any  younger  member  for  that  matter — must 
recognise  that  great  fiscal  alterations  of  this 
kind  can  only  emanate  in  the  first  instance 
from  the  fountain-head — the  Government — 
who  are  responsible  for  carrying  on  the  finances 
of  the  country.  It  means  either  one  or  two 
things,  so  far  as  that  matter  is  concerned  :  If 
the  honourable  member  succeeded  in  getting 
this  question  submitted  to  a  Committee, 
and  that  Committee  reported  in  favour  of  a. 
free- trade  policy,  would  it  not  mean  olearly, 
Sir,  that  the  country  would  require  to  be 
consulted  upon  that  free-trade  policy?  And 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Committee  cejne 
down  with  a  protective  policy,  would  it  not  also 
mean  that  the  country  would  require  to  be  con- 
sulted from  end  to  end  upon  such  a  proposal  as 
that  ?  The  issue  is  a  large  one,  and  would  affect 
every  industry  in  this  country  ;  and  therefore  I 
say  it  could  only  come,  in  the  first  instance, 
from  the  Government  of  the  day.  And  such  & 
policy  would  necessarily  require  to  be  put  before 
the  people.  The  issues  involved  in  the  motion 
of  the  honourable  member  are  very  great,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  there  are  many  members  of 
this  House  who  are  not  prepared,  at  any  rate» 
to  delegate  to  any  Committee  the  high  func- 
tions which,  in  the  first  instance,  belong  to  the 
Executive  Government  of  the  day.  Now,  Sir» 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea,  in  opening 
bis  remarks  this  evening,  informed  the  House 
— and  I  think  it  is  very  gratifying  indeed  to 
know  it— that  they  on  that  side  of  the  House 
were  all  equal,  and  that  they  occupied  equal 
positions.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  hear  that 
statement,  and  I  congratulate  the  members 
on  that  side  of  the  House  on  being  in  that 
^appy  position.  But,  Sir,  while  the  honour- 
able gentleman  took  exception  to  members 
upon  this  side  of  the  House,  and  specially  to 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  who  preceded  him,  in 
referring  to  the  fact  that  various  members 
attempted  to  assume  the  position  usually 
assigned  to  their  leader,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber seemed  to  forget  the  fact  that  they  are 
everlastingly  twitting  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  with  being  the  weak  followers  of 
one  man.  It  is  everlastingly  thrown  out  by 
members  of  that  side  of  the  House  to  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  I  take  it» 
when  the  honourable  gentlemen  get  a  taste  of 
the  same  medicine  they  should  accept  it  in 
the  spirit  in  which  it  is  intended,  in  order 
that  they  may  realise  they  should  do  unto 
others  what  the^  would  have  others  do  unto 
them.  There  is  independent  thought  on  both 
sides,  while  a  proper  regard  is,  or  should  be» 
rightly  extended   to   the  recognised  head   of 
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both  parties.  Now,  upon  the  qaestion  of  lay- 
ing returns  upon  the  table,  the  honourable 
member  has  had  a  good  deal  to  say  about  his 
inability  to  obtain  several  returns  which  he 
has  asked  for.  Sir,  that  cuts  two  ways.  The 
honourable  member  very  often  asks  for  returns 
in  a  way  which  covers  pstrticular  periods 
which  he  wants  only,  but  which  are  not 
in  accordance  with  the  usual  periods  observed 
in  the  various  departments.  The  honourable 
member  very  frequently  has  asked  for  these 
returns  to  be  submitted  in  a  way  that  suits 
himself  only.  He  has  the  right  to  ask  for  a 
return  to  suit  himself,  but  the  whole  machinery 
of  the  department  cannot  be  disturbed  in  order 
to  get  the  dates  in  the  particular  way  the 
honourable  gentleman  desires  them.  But  this 
session  there  have  been  altogether  forty-six 
returns  asked  for  and  agreed  to,  and  already 
twenty  of  these  returns  have  been  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  and  I  presume  the  others 
are  in  course  of  preparation;  and  I  hope  be- 
fore long  to  have  a  return  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  also  desires— at  any  rate,  the 
return  he  wants  is  apparently  the  one  I  want. 
It  is  a  return  in  reference  to  the  alteration  in 
the  Customs  revenue  owi^g  to  the  revision  of 
the  tariff  in  1895.  The  honourable  gentleman 
wants  information  there,  and  so  do  I ;  but  I 
want  that  information  under  the  belief  that  it 
is  going  to  reveal  quite  a  different  state  of 
things  to  what  the  honourable  members  op- 
posite believe.  They  are  under  the  impression 
that  the  alteration  of  the  Customs  tariff  has 
thrown  an  enormous  burden  upon  the  people 
of  the  country.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it 
has  not  had  that  effect.  I  moved  for  the  re- 
turn because  I  feel  it  will  be  shown  that  what 
I  believe  will  be  borne  out  by  the  return— that 
a  great  proportion  of  the  increase  comes  from 
axticles  upon  which  no  alteration  in  duties 
were  effected,  and  that  the  buoyancy  of  general 
trade  has  materially  brought  about  the  result. 
Before  I  deal  with  the  matter  of  the  Customs 
revision,  I  would  just  like  for  a  moment  to 
refer  to  an  apparent  error  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  has  fallen  into,  and  which 
he  has  put  on  record,  in  connection  with 
the  liabilities  of  the  Public  Works  Fund.  He 
referred  to  the  fact  that  there  were  £395,000  of 
liabilities  under  the  Public  Works  Fund. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— On  the  Slst  March. 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes,  on  the  81st  March,  last 
year,  and  he  went  on  to  say  that  such  a  state 
of  things  had  never  existed  before. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.- Not  last  year;  this 
year. 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes,  the  Slst  March,  1898.  I 
«m  referring  to  that.  Why,  Sir,  when  I  tell 
the  House  that  the  liabilities  under  this  head 
have  not  since  the  commencement  of  the 
Public  Works  policy  ever  been  below  £250,000, 
it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  the  honourable 
member  was  painting  the  position  in  the  worst 
possible  way  in  order  to  give  effect  to  his 
wishes.  Now,  Sir,  what  were  the  liabilities  in 
1695?  They  were  £884,592;  in  1896  they 
were  £814,244;  in  1897  they  were  £435,686; 
«nd  in  1898  they  were  £394,427.  Therefore 
Mr.  Ward 


they  are  considerably  less  in  1898  than  they 
were  in  .1897 ;  they  are  £80,000  more  than 
they  were  in  1896;  and  only  £10,000  more 
than  they  were  in  1895.  So  tiiat  the  bogie  of 
the  honourable  member,  so  far  as  the  UabiU- 
ties  of  the  Public  Works  Fund  are  concerned 
in  1898,  has  disappeared.  I  have  pricked  his 
bubble,  because  these  liabilities,  so  far  as  the 
Public  Works  Fund  are  oonoemed,  do  exist, 
and  so  long  as  works  are  carried  on  in  this 
country  they  must  exist  at  the  end  of  every 
year.  It  is  a  very  common  practice  to 
endeavour  to  make  out  that  the  liabilities 
under  the  Public  Works  Fund  are  heavier  on 
one  occasion  than  on  another  occasion,  merelv 
for  the  purpose  of  scoring  political  capital, 
and  it  was  quite  clear  that  that  was  the 
object  of  the  honourable  member  when  he  re- 
ferred to  that  particular  matter.  Now,  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  again  referred  to  the  pro- 
verbial bunch  of  carrots  of  which  we  have  heard 
so  much,  and  he  declaimed  upon  the  paramount 
claims  of  Patea.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  legitimate  claims  of  Patea  should  be  recog- 
nised, and  the  honourable  member  seems  to  be 
satisfied.  In  this  respect  he  has  always  been 
recognised  as  a  magnificent  gormandiser,  and 
he  has  always  had  a  very  large  share  of  pub- 
lic works  expenditure  in  his  district.  Now,  it 
struck  me  when  the  honourable  member  was 
speaking  that  if  the  finances  are  in  the  sore 
Btraits  the  honourable  member  has  referred  to, 
then  as  a  philanthropist,  as  a  member  of  the 
party  who  profess  to  be  so  desirous  of  seeing 
the  finances  of  this  country  saved,  surely 
the  honourable  member,  this  session  at  least, 
should  keep  away  from  the  Treasury  coffers, 
and  allow  other  unfortunate  members  from 
other  parts  of  the  colony,  who  do  not  profess  to 
be  animated  by  philanthropic  considerations, 
to  participate  in  the  public- works  expenditure. 
I  hope  the  honourable  member,  this  session  at 
least,  in  view  of  the  gloomy  opinion  he  holds  in 
regard  to  the  finances  of  this  country,  will 
practice  self-abnegation  and  set  a  worthy 
example,  and  that  he  will  not  be  quite  so  severe 
upon  the  finances  of  the  depckrtment  in  this 
particular  respect. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  wUling  to  shed 
the  last  drop  of  my  brother's  blood. 

Mr.  WABD.— I  ^ uite  believe  the  honourable 
member  is  quite  willing  to  spend  the  last  drop 
of  his  brother's  blood,  and  I  think  other 
honourable  members  are  equally  ready  to 
reciprocate  and,  in  this  particular  respect,  take 
the  last  drop  of  the  honourable  member's 
blood.  Just  for  a  moment,  I  want  to  desi  with 
this  question  of  the  imports  and  exports,  whioh 
has  been  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber. Now,  here  again  the  honourable  member 
is  very  disinffenuous.  He  places  before  the 
House  two  tables  of  the  exports,  and  he  asks  as 
to  take  the  total  value  of  the  exports  for  the 
periods  without  the  values  ruling  of  the  various 
articles  for  each  period.  In  oonsequenoe  of  the 
drop  that  has  taken  place  in  the  values  of  some 
of  the  principal  articles  during  the  last  year  he 
quoted,  he  asks  us  to  place  that  year  side  by 
side  with  the  first  year  he  quoted.    It  is  not 
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adj  diaang/bnaonB :  it  is  palpably  oniair  and 
«Btiml7  fallaoious  to  make  suoh  a  oomparison 
without  taking  the  idling  values  for  both  periods. 
If  the  honourable  member  would  take  the 
trouble  and  sit  down,  and  work  out  the  results 
for  1897  upon  the  same  prioes  that  were  ruling 
in  1890,  so  far  as  the  exports  are  ooncerned, 
he  would  find  that  upon  the  values  of  1890 
tiiere  would  have  been  an  inorease  in  1897  on 
the  value  of  exports  of  not  less  than  £1,800,000. 
Sorely  the  Government,  and  Parliament  itself, 
is  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  these  fluotua- 
ttons  in  the  prioes  ruling  from  year  to  year  of 
oar  produots.  If  values  fall  they  must  afiect 
the  value  of  the  exports ;  if  they  inorease  they 
most  affeot  them  in  the  opposite  direction. 
In  1890  the  values  were  very  high.  In  1897 
they  were,  for  some  of  our  ohief  exports, 
abnormally  low;  at  any  rate,  a  very  great 
reduction  had  taken  place.  There  would,  upon 
the  same  valuations,  be  that  difference  gieatly 
in  favour  of  1897  to  which  I  refer  in  the  two 
respective  years.  Now,  upon  this  question  of 
the  Oustoms  tariff,  the  honourable  member  gave 
us  the  percentage  per  head  of  the  increase  in  the 
Customs  tariff.  I  propose  to  place  before  the 
House  another  comparison,  and  I  commend  it 
to  the  consideration  of  honourable  members 
because  I  believe  it  to  be  an  invaluable  one. 
As  a  matter  of  gauging  what  this  percentage 
is,  you  want  also  to  make  a  proportion  between 
the  value  of  the  total  imports  as  well.  What 
do  we  get  by  dealing  with  the  value  of  the  total 
imports  of  the  colony  ?  We  get  this,  Sir.  In 
1894  the  percentage  of  the  duties  to  the  value 
of  the  imports  was  26-25  per  cent. ;  in  1895, 
i6'48  per  cent. ;  in  1896,  2580  per  cent. ;  and 
in  1897,  28*69  per  cent.  That  was  the  pro- 
portion of  the  percentage  of  the  duties  to  the 
total  value  of  the  imports.  Now,  I  say,  if  you 
are  dealing  with  the  reflex  of  our  large  mer- 
•cantile  operations,  which  we  get  through 
the  Customs,  then  yon  require  to  take  also 
into  consideration  the  inorease  in  the  total 
volume  of  imports.  This,  however,  the  honour- 
able member  entirely  ignores  ;  he  takes  only 
ihe  aspect  that  suits  him  to  make  the  posi- 
tion look  as  bad  as  possible.  I  say  that 
you  want  to  take  the  total  value  of  the  im- 
ports, and  make  a  comparison  on  that  head, 
and  it  is  undeniable  that  the  imports  have  in- 
creased enormously  during  the  period  I  have 
referred  to.  The  honourable  member  dealt 
with  exports  in  a  way  that  I  have  shown  to 
be  disingenuous  and  misleading.  I  will  now 
deal  with  imports.  For  the  year  1895-96  the 
total  value  of  the  imports  was  £6,856,985,  and 
for  1896-97  it  was  £7,678,511,  an  inorease  of 
over  20  per  cent.,  or  an  increased  value  of 
£1,816,526  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year;  and  in  1897-98  the  value  of  the  im- 
ports was  £8,018,990,  an  increase  over  1895-96 
of  over  £1,600,000,  and  that  was  a  further  in- 
-crease  over  the  enormous  increase  of  the  year 
before  of  £345,479,  making  4*5  per  cent,  in- 
crease lor  1897-98  over  1896-97.  We  get  an 
increase  of  24*5  per  cent,  from  1895-96 ;  and, 
•obviously,  the  honourable  member  must  see 
<that  if  you  have  an  increase  in  the  value  of 


the  imports  to  the  extent  of  over  £1,600,000 
in  three  years,  necessarily  you  must  have  an 
enormous  increase  in  the  Customs  duties  col- 
lected during  that  period ;  and  it  shows  that 
the  country  is  progressing — otherwise  this  enor- 
mous increase  would  not  have  taken  plaoe. 
Now,  I  will  give  the  amount  of  the  Customs 
and  Excise  revenue  per  head  of  population. 
In  1879  it  touched  the  lowest  point — ^namely, 
£2  10s.  per  cent. ;  last  year  it  was  £2  10s.  8d. 
per  cent.,  the  lowest  year  but  one  since 
1877.  It  shows  that  with  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, with  the  increase  of  trade,  the  ratio  has 
fallen,  so  far  as  the  rate  per  head  is  concerned, 
of  the  Customs  and  Excise  duties  collected  in 
this  country,  as  follows : — 

£   s.    d. 

1877  ..  ..  ..     2  13    6 

1878  . .  . .  . .     2  17    5 

1879         2  10    0 

1880  ..  ..  ..286 

1881  ..  ..  ..     2  12  11 

1882  . .  . .  . .     2  14    9 

1897  . .  . .  . .     2  10    3 

Last  year  it  was  only  Sd.  above  the  lowest 
year  we  ever  had.  That  is  my  answer  to  the 
honourable  member  when  he  pulls  the  tariff  to 
pieces,  as  he  conceives,  with  the  view  of  show- 
ing there  has  been  a  great  increase  put  upon 
the  people  of  this  country.  He  should  do  it 
fairly,  and  place  the  actual  position  (airly 
before  the  House.  Now,  I  also  want  the  re- 
turn which  the  honourable  member  has  re- 
ferred to  in  order  to  show  whether  or  not  this 
enormous  increase  in  the  burdens  of  the  people 
has  been  brought  about  as  he  says.  No  one 
can  take  the  finger-posts  of  trade  and  industry 
as  their  guides  without  acknowledging  that 
trade  generally  has  enormously  increased,  and 
this  prosperity  necessarily  is  shown  in  the 
respective  State  Departments,  and  in  the 
Customs  branch  we  get  marked  indications  of 
its  effect.  If  you  take  the  figures  placed  before 
us  in  this  House — if  you  take  some  of  the  large 
increases  that  have  taken  place  in  revenue,  and 
the  articles  on  which  these  increases  have 
taken  place — ^it  is  a  clear  sign  of  the  increasing 
spending- power  of  the  people ;  otherwise  this 
enormous  increase  of  revenue  could  not  have 
taken  plaoe.  Take  beer— there  is  an  increase 
of  duty  collected  of  £8,162 ;  spirits,  £27,576 ; 
oigarettes  and  tobacco,  £3,787.  I  deal  with 
these  three  items  because  they  are  leading 
items,  and  may  be  considered  to  be  luxuries ; 
and  I  affirm  that  in  times  of  prosperity  the 
increase,  unfortunately,  in  some  of  these 
articles  is  shown  by  the  amount  of  spirits  and 
beer  consumed,  by  the  increased  amount  of  to- 
bacco smoked,  and  on  personal  luxuries  which 
some  of  these  articles  are  used  for.  That  is  a 
clear  indication  so  far  as  the  increased  pro- 
sperity of  the  country  is  concerned.  In  de- 
pressed times  people  do  without  luxuries;  in 
prosperous  times  they  increase  them  :  and 
the  honourable  member  oan  hardlv  get  away 
from  the  fact  that,  if  these  leading  items 
show  such  a  large  increase,  it  shows  undeniably, 
in  my  opinion,  that  the  country's  business 
is  expanding  in  the    right   direction.    Now, 
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a  word  or  two  aboat  this  audit  matter, 
which  the  honourable  member  has  laid  a  great 
deal  of  stress  upon— and  it  was  referred  to 
earlier  by  the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere.  There  is  no  necessity  to  place  a  false 
issue  before  the  House  or  the  country.  The 
honourable  member  tried  to  make  a  lot  of 
capital  out  oC  the  fact  that  the  communication 
from  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  was 
laid  on  the  table  through  Mr.  Speaker.  The 
honourable  member  for  Patea  referred  to  it 
disparagingly  to-night.  It  is  a  fact ;  but  does 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  suppose 
that  every  member  in  this  House  lb  a  green- 
horn? Does  he  mean  to  say  that  the  Con- 
troller and  Auditor-Qeneral  is  not  a  par- 
liamentary ofEicer,  or  does  he  not  know  that 
the  Controller  and  Auditor- General,  as  a  par- 
liamentary officer  by  law,  lays  all  his  com- 
munications on  the  table  through  Mr.  Speaker  ? 
Mr.  Speaker  is  the  only  channel  through  which 
the  Auditor- General  sends  communications  to 
this  House.  He  has  done  his  duty,  and  has 
carried  out,  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
the  course  he  was  bound  to  carry  out  under 
section  53  of  the  Public  Bevenues  Act.  The 
Act  absolutely  compels  him  to  give  effect  to 
that  which  he  has  done,  and  rightly  done, 
under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  was  suggesting  it 
did  not  come  from  the  Government. 

Mr.  WABD. — No;  the  honourable  member 
knew  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  had, 
as  a  parliamentary  officer,  done  his  duty 
entirely  independent  of  the  Government,  but 
in  his  great  anxiety  to  put  heavy  burdens  on 
the  Government,  and  in  order  to  pick  holes  in 
their  coats,  the  honourable  member  said  what 
he  did  on  this  matter.  It  has  taken  the  honour- 
able member  five  weeks  to  find  out  the  present 
position,  and  he  wants  to  make  political  capi- 
tal out  of  what  should  not  in  any  way  be  a 
party  matter.  The  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General  is  an  able  officer,  and  has  done  what 
he  feels  is  right.  Surely  we  can  discuss  the 
matter  free  from  bias  or  party.  I  propose  to 
deal  with  this  matter  for  a  moment  or  two,  and 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere  to  what  the  position  of  the 
law  was  in  1890.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
looked  to  clause  4  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act  of 
1882.  I  want  to  show  that  this  law  has  been 
altered,  and  evidently  with  the  distinct  inten- 
tion of  doing  what  honourable  members  are 
condemning.  In  1882  there  was  absolute  spe- 
cific legislation  to  prevent  exactly  what  has 
been  done  by  the  Government  on  this  oooc^ion, 
and  that  law  has  been  repealed ;  and  under  the 
Consolidating  Act  of  1891  the  clause  referred 
to  is  not  re-enacted  in  that  Act  at  all.  Here 
is  the  clause  which  was  in  the  Act  of  1882 : — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  to  the  contrary 
contained  or  implied  in  *  The  Public  Be  venues 
Act,  1882,'  or  in  this  Act,  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  or  any  imprestee  in 
the  colony,  to  issue  or  pay  any  moneys  after 
the  expiration  of  the  said  period  of  three 
months,  except  moneys  permanently  appro- 
priated by  any  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  or 
Mr.  Ward 


upon  a  resolution  as  provided  in  snbflection  (()- 
of  section  nine  of  <  The  Public  Bevenaes  Aot* 
1882.' " 

Why  is  that  repealed  ? 

An  Hon.  MzMBBB.--Bead  the  Act  of  1896. 

Mr.  WABD.— It  ie  not  re-enacted  in  the  Aoi 
of  1896.  But  why  was  that  clause  repealed  7 
It  was  repealed  under  the  consolidated  Act  of 
1891,  and  I  assume  it  was  repealed  for  this, 
reason :  because  the  machinery  of  the  Act  of 
1882  rendered  it  difficult  for  the  work  of  the 
various  departments  to  be  carried  on.  And  I 
will  show  the  House  how  it  was  rendered  diffi- 
cult. Any  imprestee  who  receives  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  from  the  Treasurer  of  this  colony 
an  imprest  for,  say,  £1,000  upon  the  25th 
March — the  imprest  is  supposed  to  be  used  at 
or  prior  to  the  30th  June — the  imprestee  who 
received  the  imprest  for  £1,000  may  be  in  th» 
backwoods  of  this  country,  in  some  distant 
place,  and  he  may  have  to  pay  vrages  and 
salaries  in  connection  with  the  carrying-on  of 
the  operations  and  functions  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Well,  before  the  SOth  June  he  is  not 
able  to  close  his  imprest,  and,  say,  on  the  4th 
July  is  desirous  of  using  it  for  the  purposea 
it  was  sent  to  him.  Is  he  not  to  do  so,  or  must 
he  wait,  and  withhold  all  payments,  until  he  ia 
advised  that  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill  is  passed 
through  this  House  ?  How  is  he  to  know  you 
have  not  passed  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill  in  thia 
House  ?  Under  those  circumstances  how  i» 
the  imprestee  to  give  effect  to  the  intentiona 
with  which  the  imprest  was  issued  to  him  in 
the  first  instance?  Is  he  to  return  it  to  the 
Treasury  without  paying  these  amounts,  iz^ 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  de- 
partment, on  the  4th  July  ?  Are  they  not  going: 
to  be  paid  in  the  ordinary  course,  when  due  ? 
So  far  M  this  imprest  is  concerned,  the  money 
may  be  required  for  actual  services  rendered 
before  the  dOth  June,  but  upon  which  those  to 
be  paid  are  not  entitled  to  their  money  before 
the  4th  July. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Not  until  there  has  been 
an  appropriation. 

Mr.  WABD.— Not  until  there  has  been  an 
appropriation.  Very  well ;  in  carrying  out  the 
law,  or  what  the  law  directs  under  certain 
directions— the  ordinary  functions  of  the  State,, 
so  far  as  payments  on  account  of  wages  or 
engagements  in  different  parts  of  the  colony 
are  concerned,  and  on  account  cf  other  items 
of  expenditure — such  payments  are  to  be 
absolutely  stopped  unless  these  people  receive 
advice  of  fresh  appropriations,  or  they  have  an 
opportunity  of  asking  whether  there  has  been 
an  appropriation  passed  through  this  House 
after  that.  That  is  the  position  which  would 
arise,  and,  doubtless,  that  is  why  the  law 
of  1882  was  repealed.  And  I  take  it  that 
while  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  is 
exercising  tiie  functions  of  his  office,  and 
which  he  is  rightly  doing  from  his  point 
of  view,  and  which  he  believes  to  be  in  striot 
accordance  with  the  law,  clause  58  of  the 
Public  Bevenues  Act  is  intended  to  lawfully 
settle  such  a  conflict  as  has  arisen  between  the 
Auditor  and  Controller-General  and  the  Trea- 
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■my.  If  YOU  turn  to  the  sohedole  to  the  Act — 
I  think  the  Fifth  Schedule— you  will  find  the 
xeqaisition— that  it  is  to  he  certified  to  hy  the 
PaymAster-General,  signed  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  and  approved  by  the  Controller 
and  Auditor-General.  In  the  event  of  the 
Auditor-General  believing  that  the  strict  letter 
of  ttie  Act  has  not  been  complied  with,  he  has 
a  right  to  refuse  to  approve  ;  and  that  is  exactly 
what  was  done  under  these  circumstances. 
And  then,  under  section  58  of  the  law  the 
matter  passes  to  the  Governor  in  Council ;  and 
that  is  what  was  done  in  this  case.  I  say  the 
oorreot  course  has  been  followed  throughout: 
the  Auditor  and  Controller  took  one  view  of 
the  law,  the  Solicitor-General  took  another  ; 
and  in  accordance  with  the  Act  the  matter 
was  referred  for  settlement  to  the  Governor 
in  Council,  and  the  correspondence  is,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Act,  placed  by  the  Con- 
troller, through  the  Speaker,  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  Upon  the  further  question  raised 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere, 
who  BCkid  that  this  meant  that  the  Government 
were  going  to  be  their  own  auditor,  does  the 
honourable  gentleman  mean  to  teU  me  that  he 
does  not  know  this :  that  when  the  imprestee 
has  received  this  money,  even  after  it  has  been 
received  in  the  way  in  which  it  has  been  on 
this  occasion — is  every  item  in  the  imprest 
which  has  been  sent  to  the  imprestee  not  sub- 
ject to  the  strictest  audit  of  the  Audit  Depart- 
ment? Certainly  it  is.  Every  penny  is  sub- 
jected to  exactly  the  same  audit  as  it  would  be 
if  the  imprest  went  out  in  the  first  instance 
with  approval  of  and  passed  by  the  Controller 
and  Auditor- General.  The  Government  does 
not  audit  a  single  item  of  the  imprestee's  ex- 

genditure.  There  is  no  such  thing — and  the 
onourable  member  knows  it — as  the  Govern- 
ment coming  into  the  question  at  all ;  and 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  raises  that 
question — that  the  result  of  this  is  that  the 
Govemment  is  going  to  do  its  own  auditing — I 
say  it  is  misleading,  and  is  using  a  form  of 
expression  that  there  is  no  necessity  to  use  at 
all.  The  audit  is  not  gone.  Every  sixpence  is 
audited.  The  real  question  is  whether  or  not 
the  law  allows  an  imprest  to  be  issued  to  an 
imprestee  prior  to  the  SOth  June  to  cover  pay- 
ments that  are  to  be  made  for  services  in- 
curred before  the  SOth  June,  but  which  cannot 
be  paid  until  after  the  SOth  June.  The  Audit 
Department  does  not  lose  any  of  its  functions 
of  auditing  the  imprestee's  expenditure.  There 
is  no  new  power  conferred  upon  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Treasury  Department  different 
from  that  which  exists  within  the  three  months 
between  the  31st  March  and  the  SOth  June ; 
and  under  clause  58  of  the  Act  I  take  it  that 
the  same  power  or  authority  which  exists  for 
the  three  months  applies  to  the  imprest  after- 
wards. If  the  course  suggested  is  followed  it 
would  simply  mean  this :  that  a  fresh  appro- 
priation would  have  to  be  passed  through  this 
House  before  the  imprestee  could  pay  moneys 
in  the  ordinary  way  out  of  his  imprest.  A 
fresh  appropriation  would  have  to  be  taken 
before  any  payments  .could  be  made — ^before 


he  could  use  iUb  imprest — and  I  think  that 
it  would  in  nctice  be  very  awkward  for 
men  situated  i&^pe  backwoods  to  be  placed  in 
such  a  position.  >Mien,  again,  the  honourable 
gentleman  raises  *^g>'*question  of  the  £1,000 
under  the  Mines  WAwtment.  I  think  t^e 
honourable  member  MliTeeognise  that  that 
hardly  comes  into  the  qimtton.  I  understand 
it  was  never  in  the  reqAStion  at  all.  It  is 
quite  true  that  it  comes 'iHo  correspondence 
which  was  read  this  aftemooii.  It  is  referred 
to  in  the  correspondence,  but  it  was  not  in  the 
requisition 

An  Hon.  Mxhbeb. — It  is  on  all-fours. 

Mr.  WARD.— It  is  not  on  all-iours.  The 
matter  of  the  issue  of  the  imprest  such  as  the 
honourable  member  referred  to  covers  the 
whole  ground,  and  the  whole  issue  rests  upon 
that,  and  that  only.  The  £1,000  is  not  in  the 
requisition,  and  under  the  law  the  requisition 
has  to  be  sent  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Audit 
Department  by  the  Treasury,  and  the  matter 
cannot  be  dealt  with  until  the  requisition  is 
approved  by  the  Controller.  That  is  the  law  by 
which  alone  requisitions  can  be  dealt  with. 
And,  now  the  matter  has  been  raised,  if  you  are 
going  to  alter  this  system  of  imprest  supplies 
to  imprestees— particularly  to  those  at  distant 
places — you  will  require  to  be  very  careful  as  to 
what  direction  that  alteration  is  to  tiJce,  be- 
cause you  may  place  restrictions  on  officers  at 
a  distance  who  have  not  the  equal  advantages 
with  men  in  cities  who  receive  money  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  carrying-on  the  work  of  the 
State.  Persons  in  the  latter  position  have  the 
advantage  of  knowing  when  a  fresh  appropria- 
tion is  made,  while  those  situated  in  the  baek 
country  have  no  means,  sometimes  for  days,  of 
getting  this  information ;  and  ate  they  to  be  put 
in  the  position  of  wondering  whether  they  can 
use  their  imprest,  or  to  wait  advices  that  a  fresh 
appropriation  has  been  passed  by  the  House,  or 
are  they  to  take  whatever  action  they  consider 
is  desirable  ?  I  wish  to  refer,  in  the  last  minutes 
of  the  time  I  have  to  spare,  to  one  or  two  of 
the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  when  intro- 
ducing this  matter  to-day.  The  honourable 
gentleman  wanted  to  know  whether  we  were 
going  to  continue  to  tax  the  people  of  the 
country  by  raising  money  through  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  and  passing  it  over  to  the  Public 
Works  Fund.  I  gathered  from  his  remarks^ 
and  from  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea,  that  both  those  gentlemen  are 
going  on  similar  lines  in  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  I  wish  to  place  before  members  the 
alternative.  If  you  are  not  going  to  take  the 
necessary  amount  of  money  out  of  the  Consolid- 
ated Fund  and  transfer  it  to  the  Public  Works 
Fund,  what  is  the  alternative  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— A  land-tax. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  says^ 
**a  land-tax."  Sir,  the  alternative  is  a  bor- 
rowing policy,  and  a  large  borrowing  policy. 
That  is  the  alternative  if  you  are  going  to  com- 
plete and  carry  on  the  public  works  of  this 
country,  and  not  take  the  surplus  revenues 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  which  will  enable 
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yoa  to  carry  on  those  worka,  bat  apply  that 
BarpluB  to  the  reduction  of  taxation  in  the 
manner  the  honourable  member  referred  to.  I 
eay  that  there  is  no  member  in  this  House  who 
ie  going  to  advocate  that  the  country  should 
«top  carrying  its  railways,  roads,  and  bridges 
to  completion ;  and  the  alternative  to  the  pro- 
posals submitted  b^  the  honourable  member 
clearly  is  a  borrowmg  policy,  because  if  you 
are  not  going  to  take  money  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  you  must  get  ik  from  some- 
where. The  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  says,  from  the  land- tax ;  but  does 
he  really  suppose  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  is  going  to  bring  down  a 
graduated  land-tax  in  order  to  get  this  extra 
revenue  ?  I  do  not  think  he  does.  Neither  do 
I  think  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  would  do  so.  Upon  this 
question  of  the  utilisation  of  the  surplus  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City,  who  said  it  was  not  sound 
finance,  I  say  there  is  no  comparison  whatever 
between  now  and  the  years  when  the  assured 
finance  of  the  colony  meant  the  using  of  the 
borrowed  moneys  only.  Then  you  had  assured 
finance  in  the  respect  that  you  had  not  to  wait 
the  results  of  your  revenue.  Then  a  surplus 
was  unnecessary,  and  it  would  not  have  been 
sound  finance.  Now  very  largely  we  look  to 
our  surplus  for  aid  to  the  Public  Works  Fund ; 
and  I  say  that,  if  you  give  away  your  balance  of 
revenue  over  expenditure  by  remitting  taxation, 
the  alternative,  and  the  only  one,  is  to  borrow 
money  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  country ;  and 
it  would  be  impoesible  to  do  otherwise  if  the 
ideas  of  the  honourable  member  were  carried 
out.  The  honourable  gentleman  referred  to 
the  way  in  which  the  surplus  was  used  as  not 
being  in  the  nature  of  sound  finance.  Well,  I 
instance  the  British  Parliament :  what  did  they 
do  with  the  surplus  in  Great  Britain  a  short 
time  ago  ?  A  large  portion  of  it  was  devoted  to 
the  extension  of  the  British  navy 

An  Hon.  Mxhbsb. — To  pay  ofi  their  debts. 

Mr.  WABD.— They  utilised  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  surplus  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing and  extending  the  navy ;  and  rightly  so 
too.  They  did  not  come  down  with  a  proposal 
to  wipe  away  the  whole  surplus,  and  increase 
the  taxation  upon  the  people  of  the  country  by 
borrowing  to  raise  the  money  for  the  navy. 
Neither  can  we  do  away  with  our  surplus  here 
unless  we  borrow;  and  then  I  admit  that  a 
large  reduction  in  taxation  could  be  made,  and, 
with  borrowed  moneys  to  carry  on  our  public 
works,  that  a  large  surplus  from  our  ordinary 
revenue  would  not  be  required.  I  say  that  we 
must,  if  the  conditions  of  our  finances  are 
greatly  altered,  and  the  surplus  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  is  swept  away,  fall  back  on  bor- 
rowing, or  else  have  stagnation  so  far  as  the 
development  of  the  country  is  concerned ;  and 
there  are  few  who  can  desire  that.  In  the 
eighties  the  Treasurer  of  the  day  was  not  de- 
pendent  upon  his  revenues,  but  on  borrowed 
money  entirely;  but  now  the  Treasurer  of 
the  day  has  to  depend  upon  the  ordinary 
revenues  of  the  country  to  obtain  money 
Mr.  Ward 


for  public  works :  and  that  is  the  great  difier- 
enoe    in    the  position    at    the   present  time. 

g  QQ  And  I  say,  under  these  circumstances, 
*  that  the  two  positions  are  entirely  dif- 
ferent. I  have  no  more  time  at  my  disposaJ  far- 
ther than  to  say  that  I  regret  very  much  that  this 
resolution  has  been  proposed,  because  I  recog- 
nise that  it  is  interfering  with  private  members' 
business  to-day,  and  I  do  not  think  that  any 
good  can  come  of  the  resolution  or  the  dis- 
cussion, for  if  the  honourable  gentlemen  oppo- 
site had  restrained  themselves  for  a  few  days 
they  would  have  been  able  to  get  all  they  are 
now  aiming  at  when  the  financial  proposals 
come  down ;  and  to  have  had  the  debate  then 
would  have  been  just  as  good  as  the  present 
one.  I  shall  vote  against  the  honourable 
member's  amendment. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston).— Sir,  I  am  quite 
sure  the  House  must  regret  that  a  gentleman 
who  has  occupied  the  position  of  Colonial  Trea- 
surer for  a  matter  of  four  years  should  en- 
deavour by  such  specious  arguments  as  we  have 
had  from  the  honourable  member  for  Awaraa 
to-night  to  cover  up  what  I  consider  is  one  of 
the  greatest  wrongs  done  by  the  Government 
of  any  country  in  connection  with  the  public 
funds.  Why,  Sir,  where  have  we  heard  so 
much  about  the  principles  of  audit,  the  duty 
of  auditors,  and  the  necessity  of  having  a 
thorough  audit  of  accounts,  even  of  companies, 
as  from  the  Ministerial  benches?  Yet  never 
in  the  history  of  the  colony  has  there  been  such 
a  thing  done  as  has  been  done  by  this  Gk)vern- 
ment  in  connection  with  the  audit  of  the  public 
accounts.  Anybody  hearing  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua  talk  about  the  public  ac- 
counts, the  necessity  for  public  moneys,  the 
necessity  for  imprest  to  pay  wages,  would 
think  that  he  had  just  been  returned  to 
the  House,  and  that  he  knew  nothing  about 
the  public  accounts  or  the  conduct  of  the 
finances,  and  that  therefore  he  was  groping 
in  the  dark.  Nobody  knows  better  than  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  that  the  reason  why 
authority  was  given  by  Parliament  for  three 
months'  additional  appropriations  beyond  the 
financial  year  was  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  to  get  authority  for  fresh 
expenditure  before  the  expiration  of  tho  term 
during  which  the  expenditure  was  autho- 
rised. Nobody  knows  better  than  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua  that  it  is  as  easy 
a  matter  as  any  Government  possibly  can 
have  to  call  Parliament  together  within  two 
months  after  the  expiration  of  the  financiiJ 
year  to  easily  get  appropriations  by  imprest 
supply  before  dOth  June,  and  to  carry  on  their 
business  in  a  legal  manner.  But  the  present 
Government  have  not  chosen  to  follow  that 
course  at  all,  and  it  is  matter  for  astonish- 
ment that  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua 
does  not  refer  to  the  provisions  of  an  Act  he 
introduced  into  this  House  himself,  and  which 
he  passed  through  Parliament  in  1896.  For 
the  information  of  the  present  ColonisJ  Trea- 
surer and  of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  I  will 
read  the  section  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act  of 
1896  referred  to ;  .and  I  am  glad  there  is  such 
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an  opportanity  of  refreshing  the  memories  of 
both  honourable  gentlemen.  Section  8  says, 
**S6eiion  thirty- four  of  the  prinoipal  Aot  is 
bweby  repealed,  and  in  lieu  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing is  substituted:  *If  during  the  space 
of  three  months  after  the  commencement  of 
any  financial  year  or  period  no  Act  is  passed 
granting  and  appropriating  money  for  the  ser- 
▼ices  thereof,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  may, 
until  such  Act  is  passed,  issue  and  pay  moneys 
during  such  three  months,  but  no  longer.' " 
Those  three  months  expired  on  the  SOth  June, 
and  under  that  Act  no  Colonial  Treasurer  can 
issue  and  pay  after  that  date.  What  does 
**  pay  "  in  that  clause  mean  ?  Does  it  meem 
that  if  you  have  got  the  money  in  your  hands 
on  the  30th  June,  although  the  Aot  says  that 
yon  shall  not  "pay"  it  after  the  30th  June, 
that  you  can  pay  it?  Surely  the  honourable 
member  does  not  understand  the  wording  of  a 
measure  introduced  by  himself,  and  it  is  a  pity, 
I  think,  for  the  finances  of  the  colony  that  it 
■hoold  be  so.  Now,  the  great  point  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter  is,  I  think,  of  much  more 
importance  than  the  amendment — important 
though  it  may  be — which  has  been  proposed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City. 
The  point  is  a  great  constitutional  question. 
It  is,  whether  a  Ministry  shall  be  able  to  spend 
money  without  appropriations  or  a  vote  of  Par- 
liament. All  the  constitutional  authorities  are 
very  plain  on  that  point.  I  suppose,  perhaps,  one 
of  the  greatest  authorities  on  constitutional  law 
is  Dicey,  euid  he  clearly  lays  down  that  pay- 
ments can  only  be  charged  against  a  vote  of 
the  year  that  has  actually  come  in  course  of 
payment  within  the  year.  Does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  mean  to  tell  me  that  when  the 
Treasury  officials  tell  the  Auditor-General  that 
the  Inilk  of  these  payments  do  not  come  in  for 
payment  during  the  period  ending  SOth  June, 
that  he  has  any  authority  to  pay  after  the  end 
of  the  year?  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the 
honourable  member  confess  that  he  does  not 
understand  it,  and  I  repeat  what  was  very  well 
■aid  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
this  afternoon  :  that  if  the  Government  can  do 
that  in  respect  of  £82,000,  why  not  do  it  in  respect 
to  the  whole  of  the  expenditure  of  the  year  ? 
All  they  have  to  do  is  to  increase  their  appro- 
priations, and  then,  the  day  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  they  can  get  all  their  officers  to  withdraw 
the  sums  from  the  Public  Account,  and  pay 
these  sums  out  just  as  thev  please  after  the 
tetmination  of  the  year,  ^ut  one  point  has 
been  missed  just  as  much  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua  as  by  the  Solicitor-Grene- 
xal,  and  this  is  the  point:  that  the  Auditor- 
General  not  only  objected  to  the  requisition  by 
tiie  Postmaster- General,  but  he  objected  to  the 
vouchers  of  the  Treasury;  he  withdrew  his 
approval  of  the  vouchers  of  the  Treasury  when 
told  the  bulk  of  the  money  was  to  be  spent 
after  the  dOth  June :  and  therefore  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  Paymaster-General  was  based  upon 
nothing.  Under  these  circumstances,  how  can 
be  possibly  dream  of  professing  that  payment 
by  the  Paymaster-General,  ana  the  action  of 
the  Cabinet  in  making  an  Order  in  Council 


legalising  these  payments,  was  in  accordance 
with  the  law?  The  Premier  interjected  just 
now  that  five  weeks  had  elapsed  before  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  had  taken  any 
notice  of  this  corresj^oodenoe :  the  Premier 
thought  the  whole  session  was  going  to  elapse, 
and  that  these  papers,  like  a  great  many 
which  are  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  woidd 
be  burled  until  the  end  of  the  session,  and  that 
no  more  would  be  heard  of  them. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— They  waited  for  you. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— The  Premier  pays  me  the 
compliment  of  saying  they  waited  for  me. 
Well,  he  has  waited  for  me  in  respect  of  one  or 
two  other  little  things  which  perhaps  he  will  be 
sorry  to  see  stirred  up ;  but  the  present  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  does  not  even  know  how  to 
make  a  simple  calculation.  He  told  us  just 
now  that  these  papers  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  five  weeks  ago.  He  does  not  know  that 
they  were  only  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
on  the  12th  July,  and,  as  this  is  only  the  28th 
July,  I  cannot  see  where  the  five  weeks  come 
in.  But,  then,  that  is  not  the  only  exception 
taken  to  illegal  expenditure  in  the  publio 
accounts  by  the  Auditor  •  General.  If  any 
member  turns  to  the  balance-sheet  of  the 
Post  Office  he  will  see  another  very  signi- 
ficant memorandum  by  the  Audit  OfHoe. 
At  the  foot  of  this  balance-sheet  it  states, 
« Examined  and  found  correct,  except  that 
the  payments  charged  in  the  Miscellaneous 
Expenses  Account  exceeded  by  £39,000  the 
amount  of  the  imprest  advances  which  the 
Post  Office  had  receiyed  for  the  purpose,  and 
out  of  which  alone  the  payments  could  lawfully 
have  been  made,  and  that  consequently  the 
payments  have  been  made  to  that  amount 
out  of  Post  Office  funds  not  applicable  thereto." 
Why,  if  the  Government  did  their  duty,  in  the 
face  of  ignoring  these  queries  on  their  balance- 
sheets,  they  would  bring  down  a  motion  in  this 
House  to  impeach  the  Auditor- General  and  get 
him  removed  from  office  for  daring  to  question 
the  accuracy  of  anything  chey  do  in  the  way  of 
financial  juggling.  And  I  say,  if  they  justly 
supersede  the  Auditor-General  by  Order  in 
Council,  then  it  is  their  duty,  I  consider,  also- 
to  prove  to  this  House  the  necessity  for  a  change 
in  the  office  of  Auditor-General.  If  that  is  not 
so  they  admit  to  all  intents  and  purposes  that 
his  action  in  regard  to  the  publio  accounts  is 
correct,  and  that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
country  that  he  should  remain  in  the  position 
he  occupies. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — He  gave  a  wrong  interpreta* 
tion  of  the  law :  that  is  all  it  amounts  to. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— It  is  more  probable  it 
amounts  to  this:  that  the  Solicitor-General 
gave  a  wrong  interpretation  of  the  law  through 
a  proper  case  not  having  been  submitted  to 
him.  That  he  will  probably  admit  if  a  proper 
interpretation  of  the  case  is  submitted  to  hfm. 
I  am  asked  why  I  know  that.  Tou  can  tell 
it  on  the  face  of  this  correspondence.  I  will 
show  that  very  clearly.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Solicitor-General  he  says  this:  *'I  am  therefore 
of  opinion  that  if  before  the  close  of  the  90th 
June  sections  44  and  45  are  duly  complied 
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with  by  the  Treasniy,  seotion  46  is 
datory/*  Now,  I  will  prove  from  his  own 
words  that  he  does  not  understand  the  case, 
and  that  a  proper  statement  of  the  case  hae 
not  been  submitted  to  him.  He  says,  *'  If  sec- 
tion 44  has  been  duly  complied  with."  Well, 
it  has  not  been  duly  complied  with.  What 
does  subsection  (8)  of  that  section  state  ?  **  That 
the  expenditure  is  charged  upon  the  voucher 
against  the  proper  vote  and  fund  provided  by 
Parliament  lor  the  same."  Now,  what  does 
the  Treasury  say?  The  Treasury  in  their 
•communication  with  the  Auditor-General  state 
that  the  bulk  of  this  £82,000  is  to  be  paid  after 
the  80th  June.  Where  is  the  vote  of  Parlia- 
ment after  the  80th  June?  Where  does  it 
«xist  ?  I  say  that  there  is  no  vote  in  existence 
after  the  80th  June,  and  therefore  the  Solicitor- 
General  must  have  been  told,  from  his  own 
opinion,  what  was  absolutely  wrong— rthat  the 
Treasury  voucher  was  in  accordance  with  the 
vote  of  Parliament.  Bub  we  know^anybody 
who  has  any  experience  of  these  matters  knows 
just  as  well  as  can  be — that  it  is  as  easy  as 
possible  to  get  an  opinion  from  a  lawyer  in 
aocordaooe  with  what  you  desire,  providing 
yon  put  the  case  before  him  as  you  want  the 
opinion.  And  I  feel  confident  that  in  regard 
to  the  Solioitor-Gteneral's  opinion  he  has  been 
misled  by  those  who  have  asked  his  opinion  on 
this  matter.  The  Premier  wants  to  know  how 
I  am  aware  of  this.  Let  the  Government  lay 
on  the  table  of  this  House  the  communication 
they  made  to  the  Solicitor-General  asking  for 
his  opinion  on  this  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— How  do  you  know  we  asked 
In  writing  for  his  opinion  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  do  not  think  the  Premier  is 
so  soft  as  to  ask  for  a  lawyer's  opinion  without 
doing  so  in  writing. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Are  you  sure? 

Mr.  PIBANI. — ^That  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 
I  may  say  that  I  do  not  know  the  Solicitor- 
General.  I  have  not  spoken  to  him  in  my  life, 
and  I  do  not  make  it  a  habit  either  to  get  in- 
formation in  that  way.  At  the  same  time,  I 
think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  House 
and  a  good  thing  for  the  country  if  any  member 
of  Parliament  could  be  sure  that  he  would  get 
proper  information  on  public  matters  by  apply- 
ing to  the  Oivil  Service  of  the  colony.  Unfor- 
tunately, there  is  such  a  state  of  terrorism  in 
the  Civil  Service,  as  you  can  tell  by  the  tone  of 
the  Premier  to-night,  that  a  Civil  servant  is 
afraid  to  speak  to  a  member  of  Parliament  who 
Ig  not  known  to  be  a  persona  grata  with  Minis- 
ters.'. I  say  any  member  of  Parliament,  except 
of  course  the  "  comer  party,"  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham,  who  is  now  interrupt- 
ing me.  No  doubt  he  is  not  i^raid,  because 
anybody  can  tell  by  the  matter  of  his  speeches 
where  he  gets  his  information  from. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  do  not  get  my  informa- 
tion at  key-holes. 

Mr.  PIHANI.— No,  I  do  not  think  you  could 
get  down  to  the  key-holes  without  a  great  deal 
of  difficulty.  But  I  say  that  the  main  question 
in  regard  to  this  matter  is  a  very  important 
one.  It  is  one  of  those  questions  that  ought  to 
Mr.  Pxrani 


be  referred  to  the  PubUo  Accounts  Committee 
to  deal  with;  and,  if  the  law  is  as  laid  down  by 
the  Solicitor-General,  then  I  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  Parliament  to  sb  amend  it  as  to  pre- 
venc  anything  of  the  sort  in  future.  Now,  in 
regard  to  the  facilities  for  legalising  this  thing, 
or  preventing  such  an  occurrence. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  have  not  given  us  a 
word  about  "  Unauthorised." 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  have  only  got  half  an  hour 
to  deal  with  the  subjects,  and  if  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  like  a  few  more  lessons  in 
finance  I  will  give  him  a  private  interview  after 
the  House  has  adjourned. 

Mr.  SEDDON. ^After  you  have  consulted 
your  principal. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  do  not  think  very  much  of 
the  pupil  of  the  Premier,  anyhow.  I  noticed 
that  he  not  only  spent  a  considerable  time 
this  afternoon  in  giving  his  pupil  hints  on 
this  matter,  but  he  also  brought  down  the  Law 
Officer  of  the  Crown  to  consult  with  him;  and 
yet  with  all  these  instructions  the  pupil  has 
not  made  such  a  strong  case  of  it  as  he  ought 
to.  So  I  think  the  Premier  should  talk  a  little 
less  about  the  principal  behind  members  of 
Parliament  than  ne  does.  At  an^  rate,  it  la 
just  as  well  when  discussing  public  questions 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  keep  his 
temper,  because  there  is  nothing  that  does  a 
man  so  much  harm  in  parliamentary  life 
as  when  he  gets  "riled"  and  shows  it. 
Now,  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua,  in 
referring  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  with  regard  to  this  paper 
being  laid  on  the  table,  proved  pretty  clearly 
that  he  must  have  been  absent  at  that  con- 
ference I  referred  to  when  the  Minister  of 
Lands  was  speaking,  because  the  Minister  of 
Lands  took  credit  to  the  Government  for  laying 
the  paper  on  the  table.  The  Premier  was  also 
absent  at  the  conference  at  the  time,  and  so 
did  not  know  the  expression  that  was  used ; 
but  it  is  actually  a  fact  that  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  in  a  very  nice  way,  took  credit  that 
amongst  the  returns  the  Government  had  laid 
on  the  table  was  this  very  return  of  the  corre- 
spondence from  the  Auditor-General. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  -You  are  entirely  wrong. 
I  did  not  do  so. 

Mr.  PIRANI.  —Of  course  I  accept  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  contradiction,  and  I  hope  he 
will  alter  his  Haniard  proof  in  that  direction. 
Now,  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua  also 
said  in  his  speech  that  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  the  Government  superseding  the  Audit  De- 
partment; and  he  told  us  how  the  vouohere 
had  to  go  before  the  Audit  Office,  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing.  Surely  he  has  not  read  the 
correspondence.  Surely  he  has  not  read  the 
Order  In  Council  which  supersedes  the  Auditor- 
General  altogether,  and  declares  that  what  fhe 
Auditor-General  says  is  an  illegal  thing  is  a 
legal  thing.  What  is  that  but  superseding  the 
functions  of  the  Auditor-General?  What  is 
that  but  making  the  Government  of  the  day 
the  auditor  of  their  own  accounts?  Then« 
again,  referring  to  the  question  about  the 
Mines    Department,     the    honourable    mem- 
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hvt  Mdd  that  was  not  in  the  requisition 
fefened  to  in  the  conespondenoe.  Surely, 
again,  he  could  not  have  read  the  corre- 
«pondeno6t  heoaose  the  Auditor-Gheneral  says 
plainly  bhat  the  Mines  Department  sent  him  in 
A  requisition  for  a  thousand  pounds,  and  when 
he  questioned  that  requisition,  as  to  whether  the 
«moimt  was  to  be  used  before  the  dOth  June, 
that  then  the  Mines  Department  referred  him 
to  the  Tonohers  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury. 
The  requisition  was  for  a  thousand  pounds 
under  "  Mines— Miscellaneous  services."  The 
Tooshersupon  being  examined  were  for  votes 
from  the  Public  Works  Fund.  Does  the  honour- 
Able  member  mean  to  say  that  *'  Mines — Miscel- 
laneous services"  and  the  "Public  Works 
Fond  "  are  the  same  thing  ?  Does  the  honour- 
able member  mean  to  say  that  the  Mines  De- 
partment is  justified  in  trying  to  get  money  out 
of  the  Audit  practically  by  false  pretences  ? 
BeoauM  it  is  nothing  else.  And  yet  in  the  face 
of  that  he  endeavours  to  justify  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  regard  to  this  corre- 
spondence. The  honourable  member  says  that 
18  not  the  position.  I  say  he  does  not  know. 
He  has  not  read  the  correspondence,  and  he 
has  simply  taken  at  second-hand  what  he  has 
been  told;  because.it  is  as  plain  as  can  be  in 
the  correspondence.  Now,  as  to  the  tariff,  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua  told  us  that 
the  country  would  require  to  be  consulted  as 
to  the  alterations  in  the  tariff.  Was  the  coun- 
try consulted  when  the  honourable  member 
brought  down  an  alteration  in  the  tariff  ? 

Mr.  WABD. — Yes,  at  the  previous  election. 

Mr.  PIBANI.  — The  only  tariff  question  at 
the  previous  election  was,  whether  the  tax  on 
the  necessaries  of  life  should  be  abolished,  and 
Kr.  Ballanoe  had  laid  that  down  as  one  of  the 
cardinal  principles  of  his  policy ;  and  what  has 
been  done  in  that  direction  ?  Why,  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  reduce  the  Customs  duties 
on  the  necessaries  of  life.  And  I  say,  if  it  was 
not  necessary  in  1895  to  consult  the  country 
with  regard  to  the  amendment  in  the  tariff, 
then  it  is  not  necessary  at  the  present  time. 
The  honourable  member  referred  to  the  anxiety 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  for  public- 
works  expenditure  in  his  district.  Now,  I 
know  something  about  that  district,  and  a  great 
many  of  the  settlers  in  one  part  of  it  hail  from 
near  the  town  where  I  live,  and  I  can  say  that 
the  treatment  of  the  settlers  in  the  Tekapu 
Block,  and  the  Somerville  Block,  by  the  Go- 
▼emment  is  something  scandalous.  There  cer- 
tainly has  been  a  great  deal  of  expenditure  by 
the  Government  in  that  district — but  when  ? 
Just  prior  to  the  general  election,  when  the  co- 
operative workers  were  put  on  in  the  electorate 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea.  No 
doubty  it  enabled  him  to  get  a  larger  measure 
of  support,  but  unfortunately  the  number  of 
votes  recorded  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  in  the  Takapu  Block  was  one,  and  all 
the  rest  of  the  votes  were  given  to  his  opponent. 

Mr.  SYMES.— You  forget  the  time  when  he 
had  forty  and  his  opponent  had  the  one. 

Mr.  PIBANI. — 1  do  not  forget  very  much, 
and  I  feel  sure  the  honourable  member  for 


Egmont  knows  as  well  as  I  do  the  value  of  the 
votes  of  the  co-operative  workers.  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  an  unfair  thing  that  because  a  mem- 
ber for  a  district  is  lucky  enough  to  get  money 
expended  in  his  district  there  should  be  a 
reflection  upon  him  if  the  money  is  improperly 
expended.  It  is  a  reflection  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day,  and  surely  you  cannot  argue 
that  the  persuasive  powers  of  a  member  of  the 
Opposition  are  so  great  that  he  can  get  the 
Government  to  give  beyond  what  is  right  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money.'  But  I  know  this 
quite  well :  that  the  (Government  of  the  day 
expend  publio  money  to  a  very  large  extent 
in  accordance  with  the  political  principles  of  the 
member  representing  the  district ;  and  I  only 
trust  that,  perhaps  although  rather  late, 
repentance  has  come  to  the  Ministry  in  this 
respect,  and  that  for  the  future  we  shall  have 
a  new  policy  in  the  expenditure  of  publio 
money. 

Mr.  FRASER  (Wakatipu).— I  just  want  to 
say  a  word  or  two,  though  not  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  the  Auditor-General,  because  that  has 
been  very  fully  dealt  with  already.  Nor  would 
I  have  spoken  to-night  but  for  the  attempt  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  when  quoting  from  a 
return,  to  show  that  no  material  increase  in 
taxation  had  been  imposed  by  the  new  tuiff. 
Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  make  a  financial 
debate  speech  to-night,  because  this  is  not  the 
time  for  it,  but  I  think  it  is  just  as  well  that  I 
should  place  before  the  House  some  figures, 
and  honourable  members  can  educe  what  they 
please  from  them.  We  are  continuiUly  being 
told  that  the  new  tariff  did  not  materally  in* 
crease  the  taxation  on  the  people.  Well, 
we  know  this  for  certain :  that  foUowing  the 
imposition  of  the  new  tariff  there  was  a 
very  large  increase  of  the  Customs  revenue, 
q  ^  In  1891-92,  the  Customs  revenue  in- 
^•"'  creased  by  £98,000;  in  1892-93,  by 
£17,000.  Well,  we  can  very  easily  understand 
that  those  increases  were  owing  to  the  natural 
increase  of  population.  In  1893-94  it  farther 
increased  by  £13,000,  still  attributable  to  the 
same  cause,  and  under  the  old  tariff.  But  in 
1894-95,  with  the  same  tariff,  lo  and  behold 
there  was  no  increase,  but  there  was  a  large 
decrease  of  £86,000.  Of  course,  the  Govern- 
ment  saw  that  it  was  necessary  to  provide  for 
that  loss.  And  what  happened  that  year  ?  It 
was  because  they  found  oat  that  there  was 
going  to  be  this  diminution  that  that  very  year 
they  seized  the  sinking  funds  of  local  bodies' 
loans,  and  the  amount  they  so  seised  was 
equivalent  to  the  amount  that  the  Customs 
revenue  had  fallen.  That  same  year  they  also 
brought  down  the  new  tariff.  Now,  let  us  see 
what  the  effect  of  the  new  tariff  was.  The  new 
tariff  did  not  take  effect  until  after  six  months 
of  the  year  had  elapsed.  During  the  remaining 
six  months  there  was  an  increase  of  £80,000, 
and  during  the  next  twelve  months  there  was 
a  further  increase  of  £169,000.  Does  any  one 
mean  to  tell  me  that  the  increase  of  £80,000 
in  the  first  six  months  after  the  new  tariff 
was  brought  into  operation,  and  the  increase 
of    £169,000  in  the  following  twelve  months 
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WAS  not  due  to  the  new  tariff?  Of  ooarse 
it  was— a  very  large  portion  of  it,  at  any 
rate,  mast  have  been  due  to  that.  Then, 
again,  for  the  last  twelve  months  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  £116,000,  or  a  total 
of  £865,000  for  two  years  and  a  half,  t  do 
not  see  how  these  figures — which  are  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  honourable  members — 
tally  at  all  with  the  figures  given  to  us  this 
afternoon  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I  think 
he  stated  that  the  increase  under  the  new 
tariff  for  the  last'  twenty  months  was  some- 
thing like  £34,000. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— £38,000. 

Mr.  FBAS£R.--We]l,  £38,000.  If  the  (Colonial 
Treasurer  had  acceded  to  the  expressed  wish 
of  this  side  of  the  House  last  year,  and  again 
this  year,  to  give  a  return  showing  the  various 
heads  under  which  the  revenue  was  derived, 
then  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  our  con- 
tinuing to  ask  for  these  returns. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  offered  them  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  session. 

Mr.  FRASEB.^The  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  give  them  in  the  form  we  wanted. 
He  offered  a  partial  return.  Perhaps  he  was 
justified  in  refusing  the  returns  made  up  to 
the  81st  December.  I  think  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  would  be  perfectly  satisfied 
if  he  could  get  a  return  for  the  financial  year — 
not  the  calendar  year ;  but  we  cannot  get  a  re- 
turn which  will  show  truly  what  the  effect  of  the 
new  tariff  has  been.  So  long  as  that  return  is 
refused  the  honourable  gentleman  cannot  be 
surprised  that  we  insist  that  the  increase  of 
taxation,  —  for  there  has  undoubtedly  been 
an  increase  of  taxation,  —  is  in  consequence 
of  the  imposition  of  the  new  Customs  tariff 
of  1895.  There  is  another  point  also  which 
was  lightly  touched  upon  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua.  He  talked  about  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  about  the  Cus- 
toms revenue  increasing  because  the  spending 
power  of  the  people  has  increased.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  that.  The  large  increase  in  the 
revenue  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  spend- 
ing power  of  the  people  has  been  increased. 
But  is  that  spending  power  an  entirely  legiti- 
mate one  ?  Has  that  spending  power  accrued 
solely  from  the  increased  earnings  of  the  pro- 
ducers of  the  country  ?— Not  at  all.  Turn  for 
a  moment  to  the  Public  Accounts,  and  what 
do  you  find?  There  was,  roughly  speaking, 
a  total  sum  of  about  £800,000  expended  on 
public  works  last  year.  Of  that  sum,  how 
much  was  borrowed  money  ?  And  how  much 
of  it  was  from  revenue  ?  At  least  £500,000  of 
it  was  borrowed.  We  cannot  go  on  borrowing 
lor  ever.  There  is  no  doubt  that  as  long  as  you 
can  expend  amongst  the  people  large  sums  of 
money  arising  from  sources  extraneous  to  the 
ordinary  legitimate  revenue  you  will  have  a 
large  Oustoms  return.  To  know  what  the 
position  of  the  people  recUly  is  you  must  try 
and  ascertain  what  they  would  have  spent  if 
ihey  were  living  really  within  their  legitimate 
means,  and  we  have  not  got  to  that  point  yet. 
I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Awama  that  it  is  impossible  we  can  do  so  now. 

Mr.  Fraaer 


We  have  to  make  railways  and  roads  and  build 
bridges,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to 
effect  that  entirely  out  of  revenue.  But,  at  th» 
same  time,  we  should  not  live  in  a  fool's  paradise. 
We  should  not  talk  of  prosperity  as  iT  it  were  a 
thing  not  depending  upon  these  extraneous  aids. 
It  is  so,  and  we  must  not  shut  our  eyes  to  it.  I 
quite  agree  that  it  is  the  very  leurge  sum  of 
money  we  are  spending  every  year  on  public 
works  amongst  the  people  that  helps  us  to  get 
our  Customs  revenue.  I,  however,  maintain — 
and  I  say  we  are  entitled  to  maintain  until 
such  time  as  we  get  the  returns  asked  for  emd 
these  returns  prove  otherwise  —  that  the  in- 
creased burden  of  taxation  placed  upon  the 
people  is  largely  due  to  the  new  tariff.  We 
were  told  that  the  new  tariff  was  proposed 
purely  for  the  purpose  of  removing  anomalies. 
I  think  I  have  shown  in  the  few  figures  I  have 
given,  that  in  1895,  at  any  rate,  it  was  not  for 
the  purpose  of  the  removal  of  anomalies,  but 
was  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  swelling  the 
revenue.  Can  there  be  any  question  about 
that?  The  Qovemment  at  that  time  ad- 
mitted  that  there  would  be  an  increase  of 
some  £10,000  or  £20,000  annually,  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  it  increased  the  revenue  by  some- 
thing  like  £100,000  annually.  After  all,  what 
does  this  amendment  of  Mr.  Duthie's  mean  ?  He 
asks — though  it  is  a  hopeless  quest — he  simply 
asks  that  the  matter  should  be  remitted  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  to  try  to  get  the 
desired  information  there.  I  recognise  that  his 
effort  is  hopeless.  I  recognise  that  this  amend* 
ment  will  not  be  carried ;  that  the  question 
will  not  go  before  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee :  but,  notwithstanding  all  that,  I  think 
we  are  justified  in  making  this  demand,  andi  n 
continuing  to  make  it,  in  order  that  we  may 
obtain  this  information  by  some  means  or 
other.  I  believe  in  the  end  we  shall  succeed. 
Before  I  sit  down  I  just  want  to  sound  a  note 
of  warning.  I  think,  if  honourable  membera 
have  not  done  so  already,  they  ought  really 
to  sit  down  and  study  the  state  of  the  Publxo 
Works  Account.  We  shalll  have  the  Financial 
Statement  down  next  week,  and  it  will  be 
well  then  to  examine  carefully  into  that> 
account.  On  the  Ist  April,  1897,  the  Publio 
Works  Account  started  with  a  credit  balance 
of  £156,000,  and  it  winds  up  with  a  credit 
balance  of  £51,000,  and  liabilities  amounting  to 
£894,000.  It  is  true  that  every  year  there  have 
been  liabilities,  and  of  necessity  these  liabili- 
ties must  be  carried  forward,  but  in  the  past 
those  liabilities  had  something  behind  them  in 
the  Public  Works  Fund.  The  liabilities  of  thia 
year  amount  to  £894,000,  and  there  is  nothing 
in  the  fund  to  provide  for  payment  of  same. 
Is  that  not  a  serious  distinction  ?  This  £51,000 
credit  balance  does  not  belong->the  whole  of  it 
—to  the  Public  Works  Fund.  Do  honourable 
members  forget  that  by  the  Appropriation  Act 
of  last  year  we  authorised  the  payment  into 
this  fund  of  something  over  £231,000  from 
accounts  which  used  formerly  to  be  kepi 
separately,  and  the  details  of  the  expenditure 
of  which  were  also  kept  separately  in  the  past^ 
namely :    the  liands  Improvement   Account^ 
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£ld6,573,  and  Native  Land  Purohase  Aoooont, 
£95,222.  These  sams  were  paid  in  to  the 
PabUo  Works  Aooount.  In  future  no  sepa- 
rate account  is  to  be  kept  of  the  expenditure 
of  these  sums.  We  shall  not  know  how  the 
money  goes.  Of  the  one  we  do  know  some- 
thing, as  we  are  told  that  £60,000  has  been 
spent  on  Native  land  purchases ;  but  as  regards 
the  other,  it  went  into  the  general  fund,  and 
was  spent  upon  any  purpose  the  Government 
ehoee.  Hence,  of  the  £51,000  credit  balance, 
£35,000  belongs  to  the  Native  Land  Purchase 
▲ooount,  and  the  real  balance  is  only  some 
£16,000.  Bemember,  no  such  sums  will  come  in 
tills  year.  No  more  fictitious  sources  of  revenue 
ace  available  to  pour  into  the  Public  Works 
Fund.  Where  are  you  going  to  get  the  money 
in  future?  We  have  before  us  an  Imprest 
Sopplv  Bill  authorising  the  payment  of  £125,000 
into  the  Public  Works  Fund  out  of  the  Con- 
aolidAted  Fund,  and  only  a  month  ago  we  au- 
thorised the  transfer  of  another  £100,000  in 
%  similar  manner.  Both  of  these  sums  come 
oat  of  the  surplus  of  la^t  year — and  that  before 
the  House  is  assured  that  there  is  any  sur- 
plus. But  is  this  £226,000  to  be  spent  on 
new  works  for  this  year?  Not  at  all;  it  is 
being  used  to  liquidate  the  liabilities  of  last 
year,  and  will  not  suffice  for  that  purpose.  I 
do  hope,  therefore,  that  honourable  members 
will  study  this  matter  carefully,  so  that  when 
we  have  the  Financial  Statement  and  the 
Public  Works  Statement  before  us  we  shall  be 
able  then  to  properly  estimate  the  real  posi- 
tion. The  position  is  a  grave  one,  and  de- 
mands our  serious  attention.  I  trust  the  pro- 
mise thftt  the  Statement  will  be  brought  down 
next  week  will  be  redeemed,  so  that  we  may 
know  soon  what  is  the  financial  position  of  the 
colony,  and  what  are  the  proposals  ef  the 
Qovemment  for  the  future. 

BCc.  McNAB  (Matanra).— Sir,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  detcun  the  House  at  any  great  length, 
but  there  are  one  or  two  matters  which  I  think 
are  worth  while  bringing  before  the  attention 
of  honoarable  members.  But  before  I  do  so 
let  me  mention  in  passing  a  subject  which  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  House  during  the 
last  two  or  three  hours.  I  do  not  intend  to  be 
dragged  into  a  discussion  on  the  merits  of  the 
ease,  but  to  merely  express  my  opinion,  and 
then  pass  on  to  some  other  subiects  I  wish  to 
discoBB.  When  the  honourable  member  for 
Elleamere  first  raised  this  question  I  do  not 
think  be  raised  it  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was 
afterwards  taken  up  by  honourable  members. 
That  honourable  member,  you  will  recollect, 
did  not  go  so  far  as  to  accuse  the  Government 
of  anything  wrong  in  connection  witii  what  had 
been  done.  He  complained  of  the  legislation 
on  the  sabject,  and  urged  on  the  House  the 
necenity  of  amending  the  legislation  if  it 
tomed  out  that  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor- 
Genaral  on  this  case  was  correct.  It  is  quite 
eocvact,  as  was  suggested  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  (Mr.  Pirani),  that 
yon  can  anbmit  almost  any  matters  to 
ooonsel  lor  opinion  in  such  a  way  that  it 
would   be  utterly    impossible   for  counsel  to 
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give  an  opinion  other  than  the  opinion  desired; 
and,  from  reading  the  opinion  given  by  the 
Government  officer  in  this  case,  I  think  the 
statement  of  the  facts  were  submitted  to  him 
in  a  way  in  which  he  either  took  a  certain  lead 
himself,  or  was  forced  into  a  certain  lead,  and 
that  the  real  question  he  answered  when  the  facts 
were  submitted  to  him  was  not  the  question  we 
have  been  discussing  to-night.  The  honourable 
gentlemen  went  on  to  poiut  out  to  the  House 
what  would  follow  if  the  law  was  as  lidd  down 
by  the  Grown  Solicitor,  and  every  person  must 
admit  it  would  be  a  very  undesirable  state  of 
affairs.  We  were  all  of  opinion — the  country 
is  of  opinion  too^that  after  the  time  mentioned 
by  statute  it  is  utterly  inipoasible  for  any 
person  connected  with  the  Treasury  of  this 
colony  to  pay  out  funds  without  the  authority 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament.  That  is  the  opinion 
of  every  person  outside,  and  I  think  of  every 
member  of  this  House.  And  if  that  is  i^ot  the 
state  of  the  law,  he  (the  honourable  member 
for  Ellesmere)  urged — and  I  think  rightly — 
that  the  law  ought  to  be  at  once  amended. 
I  do  not  profess  to  be  able  to  expres8  an 
opinion  on  the  matter  equal  to  that  of  the 
Solicitor-General 

Mr.  SED DON.— That  does  not  include 
*'  Unauthorised";  you  must  have  something  to 
carry  on  with. 

Mr.  McNAB. — ^But  you  cannot  spread  ^*  Un- 
authorised "  over  an  unlimited  time.  The  same 
limitations  apply  to  unauthorised  as  to  author- 
ised, only  that  the  Government  are  not  bound 
down  by  the  same  limitations  as  to  the  subject, 
amount,  and  direction  in  which  they  are  to  go, 
as  they  are  in  regard  to  authorised— that  is 
the  distinction.  But  there  was  an  error  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua  (Mr  Ward) 
fell  into  when  quoting  from  a  certain  statute. 
He  was  mistaken,  when  reading,  in  stating  he 
was  quoting  from  a  statute  of  1882 ;  it  tumt 
out  to  be  1883.  This  is  the  section  he  referred 
to  in  **  The  Public  Revenues  Act  1882  Amend- 
ment Act,  1883  ":— 

"4.  Notwithstanding  anything  to  the  con- 
trary contained  or  implied  in  *The  Publio 
Revenues  Act,  1882,'  or  in  this  Act,  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  or  any 
imprestee  in  the  colony,  to  issue  or  pay  any 
moneys  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  period 
of  three  months,  except  moneys  permanently 
appropriated  by  any  Act  of  tne  General 
Assembly,  or  upon  a  resolution  as  provided  in 
subsection  (h)  of  section  nine  of  *  The  Publio 
Revenues  Act,  1882.' " 

What  brought  this  law  into  existence?  Why 
was  it  that  this  clause  was  required  to  be  put 
into  the  Act,  setting  out  from  the  general  pro- 
hibition of  paying  money  an  exemption  in  the 
case  of  money  permanently  appropriated  by 
any  Act  of  the  Assembly  ?  It  was  the  condi- 
tion of  the  previous  law,  and  if  honourable 
members  will  turn  to  the  Act  which  this  Act 
amends— <*  The  Publio  Revenues  Act,  1882"— 
and  the  section  referred  to,  they  will  find  the 
point  there  set  out : — 

•'  9.  Part  IV.  of  the  said  Act  is  repealed,  and 
the  following  shall  be  read  in  lieu  thereof; 
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'(1.)  Except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  every 
Appropriation  Aot  shall  lapse  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year  or  other  period  to  which  it 
relates,  and  all  outstanding  liahilities  incurred 
under  the  authority  thereof  shall  be  included 
in  the  estimates  of  the  next  financial  year  or 
period." 

And  the  other  sections  all  through  this  Aot 
appear  to  read  in  the  same  manner.  This  sec- 
tion put  into  the  Act  of  1888  is  simply  declara- 
tory of  what  the  law  was  intended  to  be  by  the 
previous  legislation : — 

**  It  shall  not  be  lawful  "^notwithstanding 
the  universal  application  of  the  above  section — 
**  for  the  Oolonial  Treasurer,  or  any  imprestee  in 
the  colony,  to  issue  or  pay  any  moneys  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  period  of  three  months, 
except  moneys  permanently  appropriated  by  an 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  upon  a  resolu- 
tion as  provided  in  subsection  (h)  of  section 
nine  of  •  The  Public  Revenues  Aot,  1882.*  " 

In  the  case  of  money  permanently  appro- 
priated by  any  Act  of  the  Assembly,  it  was 
lawful  for  it  to  be  pud  beyond  the  time, 
but  not  for  auj  other,  notwithstanding  the 
Apparent  prohibition  in  previous  Acts.  That  is 
the  meaning  of  the  section. 

An  Hon.  Member. — They  were  issued  in  this 
case  before  the  end  of  June. 

Mr.  McNAB. — It  is  perfectly  correct  these 
were  issued  before  the  end  of  June ;  but  the 
question  was  asked  by  the  Auditor- General 
in  the  correspondence  whether  it  related  to 
moneys  that  were  to  be  paid  after  the  end  of 
June.  That  is  what  I  take  it  to  be  from  the 
-correspondence,  and  it  was  hung  up  on  that 
-question,  because  it  was  not  satisfactorily 
answered  ;  so  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
flection  in  the  Act  quoted  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua,  to  my  mind,  at  any  rate, 
does  not  appear  to  apply.  And  I  thiuk  we  will 
all  agree — there  is  no  need  for  any  recrimina- 
tion m  connection  with  it — that  it  will  be  a 
very  unsatisfactory  condition  of  matters  indeed 
if  the  law  is  such  as  is  read  by  the  Grown 
Law  Officer,  and  tbat  notwithstanding  what 
our  opinion  is,  authority  can  be  issued  previous 
to  the  80th  of  June  to  make  pajrments  after 
that  date,  and  perhaps  to  an  unlimited  extent, 
under  the  circumstances  which  have  been 
stated.  I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the  House 
any  longer  on  that  question.  There  are  some 
other  things  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
about.  On  a  previous  occasion  I  brought 
before  the  House  the  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing in  connection  with  the  Volunteers  and 
rifle-clubs  of  the  colony,  and  I  have  not  yet 
heard  from  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  de- 
partment if  he  intends  to  take  any  steps.  He 
very  kindly  a  short  time  ago  showed  me  the 
arm  he  was  about  to  arm  the  Volunteers  with, 
and  I  thmk  he  will  have  done  good  service  to 
this  colony  when  he  has  fitted  out  the  Volun* 
tefffs  of  the  country  with  this  weapon.  But 
we  want  more  than  that.  We  want  some 
proper  authoritv  given  for  the  instruction  of 
volunteers  in  the  use  of  the  weapon.  There 
is  no  use  disguising  the  fact  that  the  whole 
of  the  Volunteer  service  of  the  colony  centres 
Mr.  MeNab 


around  the  drill  of  the  men  rather  than  making 
them  efficient  in  the  use  of  the  weapon  that 
is  at  their  disposal,  and  if  yon  get  .men  who 
are  not  properly  trained  in  the  use  of  their 
weapons,  I  do  not  care  how  well  they  may  be 
drilled — how  they  may  be  aMe  to  appear  on 
parade,  or  skirmishing  in  review — if  they  are 
not  able  to  shoot  they  are  not  worth  powder 
and  shot.  There  is  no  use  wasting  any  money 
on  the  defences  of  the  colony  if  tkat  is  going 
to  be  the  condition  of  aflairs,  and  I  hope  (he 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  department  will  see 
that  some  special  effort  is  made  to  have  the  men 
properly  instructed.  I  believe  at  very  little  cost 
the  services  of  men  could  be  secured — not  men 
out  of  the  army,  because  as  a  rule  army  men 
do  not  know  much  about  rifle  shooting,  or  the 
practice  of  it — but  that  the  services  of  men 
could  be  obtained  who  will  give  proper  instroo- 
tion  to  the  Volunteers  in  the  use  of  tne  weapons 
they  have.  I  warn  the  Minister  now  there  is 
little  use  equipping  our  forces  with  that  weapon 
unless  he  employs  persons  to  teach  the  Volun- 
teers how  to  use  it.  We  know  that  military 
men  in  the  Old  Oountrjr,  as  a  rule,  know  as 
little  about  shooting  as  it  is  possible  for  mili- 
tary men  to  know,  and  it  is  notorious  all  over 
the  shootinff  world  that  the  arrangements  at 
Bisley  are  toe  worst  arrangements  in  conneo- 
tion  with  any  rifle  association  on  a  large  scale 
in  the  whole  Empire.  Tear  after  year  efforta 
are  made  to  get  this  state  of  things  altered,  but 
they  cannot,  simply  because  it  is  conducted  on 
military  lines,  and  those  who  have  control  of 
the  association  and  ran  it  are  military  men, 
and  military  men  notoriously  know  nothing 
about  rifle  shooting.  The  skill  which  the  Vic- 
torians  have  brought  before  us  in  connection 
with  rifle  shooting  in  the  Old  Country  show 
what  material  we  have  here  in  New  Zealand ; 
because  we  are  just  as  good  as  the  Vic- 
torians, perhaps  a  little  better.  I  hope  the 
Minister,  when  he  brings  down  the  esti- 
mates, will  make  provision,  not  only  for  the 
arming  of  the  Volunteers  with  good  weapons 
and  giving  them  good  uniforms,  but  will  also 
provide  for  their  instruction  in  the  use  of  the 
weapon  he  is  going  to  put  into  their  hands. 
There  is  another  little  matter  I  want  to  bring 
before  the  House.  I  referred  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  session  to  the  necessity  for  the 
Government  doing  something  in  the  way  of 
opening  up  foreign  markets,  and  one  of  the 

g laces  I  mentioned  on  that  occasion  was  Cape 
olony,  and  the  necessity  for  encouraging  our 
trade  towards  that  colony.  Since  that  I  see 
that  the  yearly  statistics  of  that  colony  have 
come  to  us,  that  they  are  available  in  the 
library,  and  I  would  like  to  direct  the  attention 
of  honourable  members  to  them  when  they  have 
a  few  hours  to  spare.  There  is  ample  food 
there  for  reflection ;  and  I  think,  if  the  subject 
were  closely  studied,  it  would  be  followed  by 
a  strong  eilort  to  urge  upon  the  Government — 
because  action  is  seldom  taken  by  them  unlesi 
strong  pressure  is  brought  to  bear — to  direct 
our  trsde  with  the  Mother-country  past  Cape 
Colony,  and  not  in  the  other  direo&on,  past 
Cape  Horn.     I  went  to  some  trouble  in  ool- 
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leoliDg,  fiom  statiatioB  of  the  imports  of  that 
«oloi^,  those  partioular  olasses  in  which  we 
mif^t  be  expected  to  compete  on  fairly  equal 
iefms  with  the  other  countries  that  export  to 
<3ape  Colony,  and  some  of  the  results  were 
astonishing.  I  found,  as  far  as  food-stuffs  were 
•oonoemed,  that  the  largest  importations  into 
<3ape  Colony  came  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  largest  importations  of  the  class  of  material 
that  we  oould  send  to  Gape  Colony  were  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  they  belong  to  the 


same  class  of  articles  that  we  are  exporting  to 
the  United  Kingdom  at  the  present  time.  The 
United  Kingdom  is  the  largest  exporter  to 
the  Cape  of  material  that  I  honestly  believe 
myself  to  be  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom 
from  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  and  that  a 
great  deal  of  that  material  is  sent  from  New 
Zealand  to  the  United  Kingdom,  transhipped 
there,  and  sent  to  Cape  Colony.  I  have  m- 
fore  me  some  figures,  and  have  compiled  the 
following  table  to  bear  out  my  assertion : — 


Summarif  of  Productions  of  Nmo  Zealand  imporUd  into  Cape  Colony,  and  thsPriees  t^oiiMd, 
with  Information  of  the  Chief  Sources  of  the  Supply, 


Oeseription. 


Beans  and  peas 

Haise 

Oats.. 

Pioar  (wheaten) 
Butter 


Candles 

Cheese 

Heats  (frozen) 
«     (preserved) 

,     (salted  and 
cured) 
Fish    (preserved 

or  pressed) 
Fruit      (bottled 

and  tinned) 
Oatmeal 

VTood  and  tim- 
ber 

Wood  (planed 
and  grooved) 


Quantity.         Value.       Ohlef  Oonntries  whenc*  imported. 


Lbs. 
2,713,047 

57,106,678 

8,772,263 

184,697,357 

14,474,873 

8,041,081 

1,766,136 

4,399,700 

2,187,664 

1,663,449 
3,698,678 

2,666,637 

3,706,920 

696,836 

2,866,622 
Cubic  Ft. 
4,122,967 

2, 26a,  697 


S 

11,894 

97,712 
24,386 

662,649 
67,269 

155,007 

41,752 

59,264 

58,134 

23,100 
103,373 

78,186 

89,439 

10,366 

22,094 

229,299 

169,741 


United  States  (Atlantic) 

Germany 

Argentine 

United  States  (Atlantic) 

•  * 

New  Zealand 
United  States  (Pacific) 
ChUi 

United  States  (Atlantic) 
(Pacific) 
Victoria 

United  Kingdom 
Holland 
United  Kingdom 

United' States  (Atlantic) 

Holland 

United  Kingdom 

United' States  (Atlantic) 
United  Kingdom 

United'  States  (Atlantic) 
United  Kingdom 
United  States  (Atlantic) 

0  if 

United  Kingdom 

United' States  W 

Sweden 

United  States  (Atlantic) 

Norway 

Sweden 


M 

8,203 

1,558 
71,686 
19,880 
10,562 

3,822 
441,835 
187.660 
37,436 
23,624 
48,843 
66,533 
14,599 
21,686 
62,788 

2,862 
44,799 

9,674 
13,678 
55,464 
36,739 
70,766 

5,486 
74,333 

7,904 

3,801 

5,704 
14,943 

7.013 

150,383 

28,151 

74,8a3 

60,712 


Aversffe  Prioes. 


10s.  l|d.  per  bushel. 

6s.  per  bushel. 

6s.  4id.  per  bushel. 

9s.  Sid.  per  bushel. 

3Jd.  per  pound. 

Is.  lid.   fresh,    Is. 
6id.  salt. 

lO^d.  per  pound* 
Is.  6d.  per  pound. 
6}d.  per  pound. 


6^.  per  pound. 


N.B.— From  the  Cape  foodstuffs  are  exported  to  the  Mauritius,  Natal,  German  West 
Africa,  Delagoa  Bay,  Ac.  Shipping  for  New  Zealand:  thirteen  steam  vessels,  with  (sargoes 
of  66,804  tons ;  one  steamer  in  ballast ;  one  sailer,  with  cargo  of  1,160  tons ;  and  five  sailers,  of 


4,802  tons,  in  ballast. 

Altogether  there  is  imported  into  Cape  Colony 
products  which  we  in  New  Zealand  could 
easily  export  to  that  country,  a  total  value  of 
iBl,898,65d.  There  is  a  field  for  the  genius  of 
the  New  Zealand  Parliament,  and  there  is  a 
field  where  any  Ministry  might  well  open  up  a 

g  oQ  great  deal  of  trade  to  this  colony.  I 
*  have  been  making  inquiries,  but  with 
Uttle  suooess,  into  one  of  the  reasons  why  it 
is  that  we  cannot  work  up  a  trade  with  the 
country.  I  find  that  from  the  Cape  there  was 
shipping  to  Haw  Zealand  in  one  year :  thirteen 


steam  vessels  with  cargoes  of  66,804  tons,  chiefly 
through  cargoes,  one  steamer  in  ballast,  one 
sailing  vessel  wich  cargo,  and  five  with  ballast. 
There  is  practically  no  trade  the  other  way. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — The  monsoons  are 
against  us. 

Mr.  McNAB. — It  is  said  the  monsoons  are 
against  us,  and  that  opinion,  I  believe,  is  held 
by  some  shipping  men;  but  there  are  other 
shipping  men  who  say  it  is  the  best  route  to  go 
back  to  the  Old  Country.  They  say  that  when 
you  go  by  Cape  Horn  you  get  into  such  high 
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latitudes  that  if  any  accident  happens  to  (he 
machinery  of  big  ships  vou  are  not  in  the  track 
of  other  vessels ;  but  if  you  go  by  the  Cape  of 
Qood  Hope  you  are  for  a  great  period  of  the 
oourse  in  the  immediate  track  of  vessels  in 
all  directions.  How  is  it,  then,,  that  trade  does 
not  take  place  between  this  country  and  the 
Cape  ?  I  believe  myself,  although  I  have  not 
absolute  authority  for  saying  it,  that  there  is 
at  the  present  moment  an  arrangement  be- 
tween the  various  shipping  companies  that 
they  are  not  to  go  into  the  trade  between  the 
Australasian  Colonies  and  Cape  Colony,  and, 
not  going  into  it,  the  great  bulk  of  them  go 
the  other  way.  If  we  have  ships  going  from 
New  Zealand  to  the  Mother-country  carrying 
produce  the  other  way,  the  result  is  they  call 
at  Soulh  America  on  the  route,  and  they  will 
develop  there  the  same  trade  that  we  have  in 
New  Zealand.  The  result  is  that  the  cargo- 
steamers  going  Home  will  carry  the  same 
products  that  we  have  in  New  Zealand,  and 
our  steamers  will  be  working  up  a  trade  that 
will  one  day  compete  with  ourselves. 

Mr.  WILSON.— That  is  being  done  now. 

Mr.  MaNAB. — One  honourable  member  says 
that  is  being  done  now.  Well,  t  did  not  know 
that,  though  I  saw  that  that  would  be  the  re- 
sult. If  we  were  to  encourage  the  trade  to  go 
back  by  way  of  Cape  Colony  we  would  get  over 
all  the  difficulties  that  face  us  in  that  respect, 
and  also  some  other  difficulties  which  now  lie 
in  the  way  of  the  Cape  Colony  trade.  The 
ships  would  be  able  to  take  all  our  trade  to 
Cape  Colony  on  the  way  Home  with  Home  pro- 
duce, and  on  the  way  out,  with  their  partially- 
filled  cargoes,  they  would  bring  to  New  Zealand 
the  resulting  Cape  trade  that  must  eventuate, 
but  which  must  always  be  made.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  the  Government  should,  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  see  that  pressure  is  brought 
to  bear  on  these  companies  in  order  to  break 
down  this  monopoly.  All  the  companies  want 
is  to  insure  to  them  the  trade  between  New 
Zealand  and  Cape  Colony  or  between  New 
Zealand  and  England  for  a  certain  length  of 
time.  That  is  tiie  only  thing  that  is  wanted 
to  break  down  the  monopoly,  because  that 
in  itself  will  insure  that  other  companies 
cannot  come  into  the  trade  and  compete  with 
them.  If  the  Government  were  to  interest 
themselves  a  little  more  in  the  trade  and  in 
the  various  food  supplies  imported  into  Cape 
Colony  at  present,  and  were  able  to  make 
arrangements  with  some  of  the  shipping  com- 
panies to  take  the  route  back  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  instead  of  by  Cape  Horn,  I  think 
they  would  earn  the  gratitude  not  only  of  the 
members  of  this  House — that  is  a  small  thing 
in  itself — but  they  would  do  a  great  deal  for 
the  colony  in  opening  up  a  market  for  us— a 
market  that  is  a  growing  one,  and  one  that  is 
Hot  growing  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  be  able 
to  supply  itself,  but  one  which  must  for  a  long 
period  rel^  on  the  Australian  Colonies  for  the 
food  that  is  to  be  consumed  by  the  millions  of 
the  population  that  it  will  one  day  support. 

Mr.  MASSET  (Franklin).— Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  who  has  just  sat  down  has  given 
Mr.  2ieNab 


us  a  great  deal  of  useful  information,  which  it- 
will  be  very  interesting  to  read  in  Haruard^  but 
I  fail  to  see  what  it  has  to  do  with  the  motion 
moved  by  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie),  or  with  a  want  of  con- 
fidence motion  when  members  are  expected  to 
review  the  policy  and  doings  of  the  Government. 
I  happened  to  be  out  of  the  House  when  the 
mover  was  speaking  to  the  motion,  but  I  under- 
stand it  means  that  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee should  be  directed  to  inquire  into  th» 
operation  of  the  tarifi  of  1896,  and  especially 
with  regard  to  the  way  it  is  affecting  and  ha8> 
affected  the  industrial  classes  of  the  community. 
I  came  into  the  House,  however,  in  time  to* 
hear  the  Bight  Honourable  the  Premier  say  he 
intended  to  accept  the  motion  as  one  of  no- 
confidence,  and  I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  h» 
took  up  that  position.  What  does  a  want-of- 
confidence  motion  mean?  It  means  that- 
members — certain  members,  at  all  events— will 
not  vote  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  but  will 
vote  to  save  the  Government  from  a  defeat. 
They  know  that  defeat  means  resignation  of 
the  Ministry,  and  possibly  dissolution,  and  an 
appeal  to  the  country,  and  they  think  that  all 
sorts  of  disagreeable  and  dreadful  things  might 
happen.  I  cannot  help  thinking.  Sir,  that  if 
the  majority  of  the  Premier  were  somewhat 
narrower  he  would  not  be  quite  so  ready  to- 
accept  every  motion  of  which  he  did  not  tho- 
roughly approve  as  a  want -of -confidence  mo- 
tion. But,  coming  to  the  subject-matter  of 
the  motion,  I  think  it  is  a  most  important  one. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  this,  especially  on 
the  part  of  those  honourable  members  who 
were  in  the  House  when  the  revision  of  tho 
tariff  took  place  in  1895  :  that  the  Customs- 
duties  were  increased  on  a  great  many  artioles 
of  everyday  use — on  articles  that  might  fairly 
be  consideted  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— No. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— The  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  says  **  No,"  but  let  me  remind 
him  that  the  Customs  duties  have  been  in- 
creased on  hats  and  caps,  on  boots  and  shoes,, 
on  patent  medicines,  on  machinery  (mining 
and  agricultural),  on  traction-engines,  on  cer- 
tain dasses  of  cotton  goods,  and  on  other 
articles  which  I  cannot  think  of  at  this  mo- 
ment. 

Mr.  MONK.- Largely  on  draperies. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— Yes ;  largely  on  draperies^ 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Waitematit 
observes.  The  member  for  Awarua,  who  haa 
just  left  the  chamber,  tried  to  explain  this 
away,  and  made  a  comparison  for  a  number  of 
years  past  of  the  average  amount  of  Customs- 
duties  paid  by  each  individual  of  the  popula- 
tion. I  think  he  went  back  to  1879,  but  I 
noticed  that  he  carefully  omitted  any  allusion 
to  the  year  1894.  Now,  for  the  purposes  of 
comparison  the  year  1894  is  the  best  possible 
year  to  take,  seeing  it  was  the  year  before  the 
revision  of  the  tariff  took  place.  In  that  year 
the  amount  of  Customs  duties  collected  par 
head  was  £2  Ss.  7d.,  and  in  1897  the  amount 
collected  per  head  was  £2  lOs.  Sd. — a  difference 
of  6s.  8d.    Now,  6s.  8d.  ma^  seem  a  small  sum,. 
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Vat  6s.  8d.  pec  head  of  the  popalation  amounts 
IB  round  numbers  to  £244,000,  and  I  say 
ibero  is  no  other  way  of  aooounting  for  that 

enormous  sum  than  by  the  increased  Customs 
•duties.    It  is  all  very  well  to  say  it  is  owing  to 

the  increase  in  the  amount  of  goods  imported, 
bat  the  amoant  of  goods  imported  has  not 
ineressed  with  the  increase  of  population. 
Whatever  may  be  said  to  the  uontraty,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  Customs  duties — the  in- 
diieot  taxation — has  been  increased  by  the 
pusent  Administration,  and  that  the  increased 
Doiden  &Jls  principally  on  the  industrial 
^Iftsaes  of  the  oommunicy.  Several  speakers 
have  made  assertions  with  reference  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  colony.  What  is  the  best  test 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  ?  Is  it  not  the 
trade  of  the  colony,  and  especially  the  amount 
of  goods  exported  therefrom  ?  If  we  turn  to 
the  statistics  of  last  year  we  find  this :  that  in 
1891  we  exported  goods  to  the  amount  of 
£15  38.  lOd.  per  head  of  the  population.  Last 
year  it  had  fallen  to  £18 17s.  8d. ;  or,  taking  the 
trade  as  a  whole,  in  1891  it  was  £25  lOs.  4d.  per 
head,  and  in  1897  it  had  fallen  to  £25  Os.  lid. 
Talk  about  stagnation !  Stagnation  means 
standing  still ;  but  we  are  not  even  standing 
still,  and  not  even  holding  our  own.  In  these 
respects  the  colony  has  gone  back.  Then,  there 
is  another  test  of  the  prosperity  of  the  colony, 
^d  it  is  one  that  I  think  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier,  if  he  was  present,  would  admit.  It 
is  this :  How  do  we  stand  with  regard  to  the 
ani?als  and  departures  in  the  colony?  If 
members  look  up  the  Oa»ettes  for  the  last  five 
months  they  will  find  that  in  February  the 
arrivals  were  1,558  and  the  departures  1,856 ; 
in  March  the  arrivals  were  1,527  and  the  de- 
partures 2,407  ;  in  April  the  arrivals  were  1,176 
and  departures  1,593 ;  in  May  the  arrivals  were 
1.211  and  the  departures  1,614 ;  in  June  the 
arrivals  were  1,043,  departures  1,305  ;  or,  put- 
ting them  altogether,  for  the  last  five  months 
the  arrivals  were  6,515  and  the  departures  8,775, 
a  loss  of  2,261  of  population  during  the  last  five 
months. 

Mr.  M0RBISON.~The  population  is  going 
back. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— Yes,  the  population  is  going 
^k.  The  first  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
in  the  Opera  House  or  City  Hall,  Auckland— r 
do  not  reniember  which  it  was.  He  was  ad- 
dressing a  Very  large  audience— by  the  way,  he 
was  not  the  right  honourable  at  that  time. 
With  tears  in  his  voice,  and  in  those  tremu- 
lous tones  which  he  knows  so  well  how  to 
^ume,  he  drew  a  pathetic  picture  of  sons 
being  separated  from  their  mothers  and  hus- 
bands from  their  wives,  and  all  that  sort  of 
^iog,  and  he  denounced  the  previous  Adminis- 
traiioQ  for  what  was  going  on.  If  his  reasoning 
^fts  good— and  I  do  not  say  it  was  bad — if  the 
previous  Administration  are  to  be  held  respon- 
atie  for  the  exodus  that  took  place  at  that 
time,  then  I  contend  the  present  Administra- 
^n  is  responsible  for  what  is  going  on 
now.  But,  Sir,  however  it  may  be  ex- 
plained  away,  and    whatever    may  be    said 


to  the  contrary,  there  is  no  getting  away 
from  these  facts :  that  during  the  time  of  the 
present  Administration  taxation  has  been  very 
considerably  increased,  that  at  present  the 
people  are  dissatisfied,  and  many  of  the  workers 
are  leaving  the  colony,  and  the  country  is  not 
as  j^rosperous  as  it  ought  to  be.  Coming  back. 
Sir,  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  motion,  I  think 
we  are  all  prepared  to  admit  that  it  is  some- 
what unusual  to  intercept  Supply  in  the  way  it 
has  been  intercepted  this  afternoon;  but  the 
circumstances  are  exceptional.  Members  have 
become  tired  of  waiting  for  the  Financial  State* 
ment.  The  Financial  Statement  should  have 
been  brought  down,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha,  this  afternoon, 
previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  second  Im- 
prest Supply  Bill ;  but  if  the  debate  has  had 
no  other  effect  I  think  it  will  do  this :  In  future 
it  will  hurry  up  Ministers  in  bringing  down  the 
Financial  Statement,  which  realty  means  the 
commencement  of  the  important  business  of 
the  session,  and  thereby  save  the  time  of  the 
House  and  the  country. 

Mr.  MORBrSON  (Gaversham).— Sir,  I  rather 
regret  that  this  deoate  has  arisen  here  this 
afternoon  and  evening,  and  especially  on  the 
motion  of  the  junior  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Dathie).  I  do  not  like  to  attribute 
motives  to  anv  honourable  gentleman,  but  still 
at  the  same  time  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
there  is  something  underlying  the  motion  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  moved  this  after- 
noon. Now,  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  am  cor- 
rect in  the  deduction  I  am  drawing  from  the 
honourable  gentleman's  attitude  to-day  or  not, 
biit  I  am  inclined  to  think,  Sir,  that  this  motion 
has  been  moved  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  to 
kill  the  Wellington  Bills  that  are  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  which  are  in  the  hands  of  his  col- 
league. That  is  how  it  appears  to  me,  seeing 
this  is  private  members'  day,  and  there  are 
Bills  affecting  the  interests  of  Wellington 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— I  have  finished  aU 
my  Bills. 

•  Mr.  MOBRISON.— Not  all  of  them.  And  it 
must  be  with  that  intention  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  moved  that  motion,  or  else 
it  is  for  the  purpose  of  blocking  some  other 
Bill.  I  cannot  see  anything  else  that  is  going 
to  be  gained  by  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.--There  is  no  Wellington  BiU 
down. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.— Yes. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— You  are  a  week  behind. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— So  long  as  I  am  only  a 
week  it  does  not  matter :  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  a  lifetime  behind.  Now,  the 
nonourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  motion 
says  this  tariff  question  should  be  remitted  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  To  do  what  ? 
They  are  to  examine  into  the  tariff  and  report. 
Are  they  in  possession  of  the  necessary  expert 
knowledge  to  go  into  the  question  of  the  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  ?  We  know  perfectly  well  what 
the  revision  of  the  tariff  in  1895,  when  intro- 
duced by  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  (Mr. 
Ward),  meant ;  we  know  the  trouble  we  had  to 
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get  it  through,  and  those  honourable  gentle- 
men who  spent  weeks  in  assisting  to  compile 
that  tariff  are  not  very  anxious  to  have  a  re- 
petition oi  what  occurred  in  this  House  on  that 
occasion.  I  say  no  Oolonial  Treasurer,  either 
in  New  Zealand  or  any  other  country,  could 
produce  a  tariff  that  would  satisfy  all  portions 
of  the  community.  Now,  I  do  not  wish  to  dis- 
cuss this  phase  of  the  question  at  present ;  1 
would  rather  like  to  reply  to  one  or  two  of  the 
points  raised  by  some  of  my  colleagues  here  on 
the  right.  Mr.  MoNab  stated  it  is  possible  to 
state  a  case  to  a  lawyer  which  might  pre- 
judice the  opinion,  or  have  a  tendency  to 
prejudice  the  opinion,  that  was  received  from 
that  lawyer.  Now,  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura  tried  to  make  out  was 
this :  that  the  ease  had  been  stated  unfairly 
on  behalf  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Solicitor- 
General,  and  accordingly  the  Solicitor-Gene- 
ral's opinion  was  a  wrong  interpretation  of 
the  law.  Now,  most  honourable  gentlemen, 
I  suppose,  have  seen  the  correspondence  that 
took  place  between  the  Treasury  and  the  Audit 
Office  in  connection  with  the  attitude  that  the 
Audit  Office  took  up.  This  letter,  No.  5,  was 
written  by  the  Auditor-General  (Mr.  Warbur- 
ton)  to  the  Treasury,  and  is  as  follows : — 

*<  Audit  Office,  29th  June,  1898. 
**  The  Treasury. 

**  The  Audit  Office  is  disposed  to  be  as  con- 
siderate in  the  circumstances  as  the  law  will 
allow.  The  question  is  entirely  one  of  the  law. 
The  Audit  Office  does  not  understand  the  law 
to  provide  for  the  proposals  of  the  Treasury, 
and  is  without  authority  to  exercise  any  dis- 
cretion. 

<«  As  to  *  the  whole  respoDsibility  of  a  dis- 
location of  Treasury  payments '  resting  with 
the  Audit  Office,  it  has  already  been  observed 
to  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General,  and 
with  his  assent,  before  a  parliamentary  inquiry 
respecting  a  similar  case,  that  *  Of  course,  it  is 
no  Dusiness  of  yours  to  take  into  consideration 
public  convenience.  Your  business  is  to  see 
that  the  law  is  observed  and  complied  with; 
and,  as  to  public  convenience,  that  is  a  question 
for  the  Government.' 

"  Before  there  is  appropriation  for  payments 
after  the  80th  June  it  would,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Audit  Office,  not  only  be  unlawful  to 
issue  the  money  required  for  such  payments, 
but  also  unlawful  for  any  imprestee  to  make 
them.  The  amount  of  the  requisition  should 
therefore  be  reduced  by  so  much  as  is  not 
required  for  the  payments  to  be  made  before 
the  close  of  June,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
extended  appropriations  for  the  services  for 
which  the  imprests  are  requested. 

"Money  required  by  way  of  imprest  must 
be  charged  against  the  vote  for  the  service  for 
which  the  imprest  is  required.  The  service  for 
which  the  imprest  is  required  must  be  the 
payment  out  of  the  imprest-money  of  charges 
against  a  vote.  The  payments  after  tbe  80th 
June  are  not  chargeable  to  tbe  extended  appro- 
priations for  the  services  to  that  date;  and 
there  are  no  appropriations  yet  for  the  servioes 
after  that  date. 

JIfr.  Morrison 


"  It  follows  that  the  imprest  requisitions,  in 
respect  to  so  much  of  the  moneys  required  as  it 
is  not  proposed  to  use  before  the  dose  of  June* 
could  not  yet  be  charged  to  any  votes  for  th» 
services  for  which  the  imprests  are  required. 
There  are  no  such  votes  yet;  and,  as  the- 
payments  after  the  SOth  June,  before  there- 
is  appropriation  for  such  payments,  must  be 
accounted  for  as  expenditure  after  that  data 
in  the  Public  Accounts  of  the  colony,  the  ex- 
penditure could  only  be  without  appropriation. 

"  On  the  ground  that  it  would  bis  unlawful,, 
before  there  is  appropriation  for  payments - 
after  the  dOth  June,  to  make  such  payments, 
and  also  unlawful  to  issue  the  money  required 
for  such  payments,  the  Audit  Office  oannot- 
pass  any  requisition  for  the  issue  of  tbe  money 
as  for  an  authorised  expenditure  before  the 
appropriation.  The  Audit  Office  is  not  satis- 
fied, under  section  46  of  the  Public  Revenues 
Act,  that  the  issue  is  within  the  amount  au- 
thorised by  Parliament,  for  the  payments  for 
which  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  issue  is 
required  are  not  authorised  at  all. 

**  It  may  here  be  well  to  point  out  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  is  expressly  prohibited  by 
section  8  of  the  Public  Bevennes  Act  of  1896* 
from  paying  any  claims  after  the  SOth  June 
unless  authorised  by  an  Act  granting  and  ap- 
propriating money  for  the  servioes  of  the 
financial  year,  and  that  this  prohibition  can- 
not but  extend  to  all  imprestees,  and  espe- 
cially to  an  imprestee  who  is  virtually  the 
Treasury  itself.  The  payments  made  by  an- 
imprestee  are  payments  made  by  him  on  be- 
baU  or  as  the  agent  of  the  Treasury.  The* 
powers  of  the  agent  do  not  exceed  those  of  the 
principal ;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  the  Audit 
Office  that  it  can  consistently  be  claimed  that 
payments  which  it  would  be  unlawful  for  the- 
Oolonial  Treasurer  to  make  oould  lawfully  be 
made  by  any  of  his  imprestees. 

"The  Treasury  arrangements  are  doubtless 
sufficient  to  prevent  imprestees  from  making 
any  payments  after  the  80th  June  for  servioes 
>of  the  financial  year  for  which  there  is  no 
appropriation.  A  safe  course  of  prevention 
would  be  to  require  that  the  imprest  balances 
of  the  dOth  June  should,  if  there  be  then  no 
appropriation,  be  repaid  to  the  Public  Account. 
"J.  K.  Wabbubton, 
Controller  and  Auditor-General." 

In  forwarding  this  letter  to  the  Solicitor- 
General,  this  is  what  Mr.  Heywood,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  says, — 
**  The  SoUoitor-General. 

"  I  am  directed  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to- 
ask  your  consideration  of  the  points  raised  by 
the  Audit  Office,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive your  opinion  of  the  same  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

"  James  6.  Heywood,  Secretary. 

"  SOth  June,  1898." 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— You  do  not  know  he 
forwarded  it. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— He  states  he  forwarded, 
it,  as  you  will  see  by  Mr.  Reid's  reply,  which, 
for  tbe  benefit  of  members,  I  may  as  well  read,. 
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tboogh  otttainly  it  is  rather  long.  Well,  this 
is  the  ofi&oial  reply  which  wm  received  from 
the  Grown  Law  Officer,  and  it  shows  that  more 
than  one  letter  was  forwarded  to  him — in  iaot, 
that  the  whole  ol  the  correspondence  was  for- 
warded to  him.  He  says, — 
•«Hon.tiie  Premier. 

*'  I  have  carefully  considered  the  points  aris- 
ing oat  ol  the  papers  submitted  to  me.  The 
qneetion  turns  on  the  true  construction  of 
aeotion  8  of  *The  Public  Revenues  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1896.'  It  appears  to  me 
that  that  section,  which  re-enacts,  and,  as  far 
9m  affeots  the  present  matter,  without  any  al- 
teration, section  39  of  the  Act  of  1691,  should 
be  read  with  sections  44  to  46  of  the  latter 
Aot.  The  purpose  and  effect  of  section  8  are 
merely  to  extend  until  80th  June  the  power 
which,  apart  from  that  section,  tiie  Colonial 
Treasurer  could  not  exercise  after  Slst  March. 
What  are  those  powers?  Among  others,  to 
aothohse,  under  section  45,  a  requisition  to 
be  sent  to  the  Audit  Office  in  the  form  as  set 
out  in  the  Fourth  Schedule.  The  requisition 
is  signed  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  re- 
quires the  specified  sums  to  be  '  issued  and 
paid  out  of  the  Public  Account.'  Section  3 
empowers  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  *  issue 
and  pay  moneys'  during  the  three  months 
— i.0.,  issue  and  pay  out  of  the  Public  Account 
— U4.,  require  the  sum  to  be  issued  and 
paid  out  of  the  Public  Account — 1.6.,  make 
raquisition  to  the  Audit  Office  under  section  45. 
As  soon  as  the  Audit  Office  issues  the 
Older  to  the  bank  under  section  46,  and 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  signs  it,  his  func- 
tions cease.  To  hold  that  section  8  pro- 
hibits an  imprestee  from  paving  after  &th 
June  moneys  which  have  been  issued  to 
him  out  of  the  Public  Account  prior  to  that 
date  would  involve  consequences  that  are 
both  inconvenient  and  absurd.  Thus,  it  would 
prohibit  the  Treasury  Cashier,  or  any  other 
imprestee,  from  delivering  his  cheque  on  the 
1st  July,  although  it  may  have  been  lying  in 
his  oaah-box  for  weeks  before,  merely  waiting 
for  the  payee  to  call  for  it.  The  doctrine  of 
principal  and  agent  does  not,  in  my  opinion, 
apply  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  im- 
prestee. The  latter  is  not  the  servant  or 
■gent  of  the  former.  Both  are  servants  of  the 
Grown,  and,  though  the  imprestee  is  in  certain 
reepeots  under  the  directions  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  yet  the  functions  of  both  in  respect 
ol  pubUo  moneys  are  defined  by  statute  and  the 
regulations  thereunder,  and  the  imprestee  is 
aooountahle  to  the  Audit  Office.  I  am  there- 
fore ol  opinion  that,  if  before  the  close  of 
80th  June  sections  44  and  45  are  duly  complied 
with  by  the  Treasury,  section  46  is  mandatory, 
and  requires  the  Audit  Office  to  forthwith 
iesoe  the  order  on  the  bcmk,  if  satisfied  on  the 
points  mentioned  in  that  section. 

"It  also  appears  to  me  that  in  satisfying 
itself  whether '  the  issue  is  within  the  amount 
aathodaed  by  Parliament '  the  Audit  Office  is 
not  oonoemed  with  anything  except  the  ques- 
tion  ol  figures — vi^.,  whether  the  proposed 
issue  would  exceed  the.  amount  authorised  by 


Parliament.  The  question  whether  the  services 
to  which  the  requisition  relates  are  prior^or 
subsequent  to  the  80th  June  is  immaterial. 
Section  8  of  the  Act  of  1896  contains  no  such 
limitation,  bub  refers  generallv  to  the  servicea 
for  the  year,  and  merely  provides  that  *  no  pay- 
ment shall  be  made  for  any  services  other  wan 
those  for  which  provision  was  made  in  the 
respective  Appropriation  Acts  and  estimates  of 
the  preceding  yeeur  or  in  excess  of  the  scale 
therein  set  forth.'  *'  W.  S.  Bbid. 

**  Crown  Law  Offices,  80th  June,  1898." 

Now,  what  does  section  89  of  "  The  Publio 
Bevenues  Aot,  1891,"  say  ?    It  says,— 

"  If,  during  the  space  of  three  calendar  months 
after  the  commencement  of  any  financial  year 
or  period,  no  Aot  is  passed  granting  and  appro- 
priating moneys  for  the  service  thereof,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  may,  until  any  such  Act  is 
passed,  issue  and  pay  moneys  during  such 
three  months,  but  no  longer,  subject  to  the 
following  conditions : — 

'*  Payments  in  respect  of  any  service  shall 
not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  rate  for  such  service  provided 
in  the  Appropriation  Aot  for  the  year  or 
period  immediately  preceding,  together  with 
an  amount  equal  to  one- fourth  part  of  the 
total  of  all  salaries,  pay,  wages,  allowances^ 
mail  contracts,  rents,  and  other  recurrent 
charges,  and  of  all  ordinary  contingencies  of 
any  office  or  department  provided  for  by  such 
vote  and  set  forth  in  the  estimates  relating 
thereto ;  but  no  payments  shall  be  made  for 
any  services  other  than  those  for  which  pro- 
vision was  made  in  the  said  Appropriation  Act 
and  estimates,  or  in  excess  of  the  scale  therein 
set  forth." 

Well,  there  is  section  44,  and  what  does  it 
say  ?    It  is  this  :— 

«Everv  claim  for  the  payment  of  publio 
money  shall  be  put  into  a  voucher  in  such 
form  as  the  Treasury  directs,  and,  when  cer- 
tified and  authorised  by  the  proper  officers 
whose  duty  it  is  to  certify  and  authorise  the 
same  respectively,  shall  be  sent  to  the  Audit 
Office;  and  the  Audit  Office  shall  pass  such 
voucher  and  send  it  to  the  Treasury,  being 
first  satisfied — 

'*  (1.)  That  the  voucher  is  in  due  form,  and 
that  the  computations  therein  are  correct ; 

"  ^2.)  That  the  payment  is  authorised  by  the 
Minister  for  the  time  being  administering  the 
department  for  which  the  service  is  performed 
or  articles  supplied,  or  by  some  person  di:dy 
appointed  by  him  to  authorise  the  same ; 

**  (8.)  That  the  expenditure  is  charged  upon 
the  voucher  against  the  proper  vote  and  fund 
provided  by  Parliament  for  the  same." 

That  is  section  44.  Well,  the  point  is  this — 
and  we  will  strip  it  of  all  the  legal  interpreta- 
tions which  we  have  heard  so  much  about  this 
evening :  The  Audit  Office  takes  up  the  position 
as  stated.  We  will  take  it  that  I  am  a  con- 
tractor, and  I  have  been  doing  some  work 
for  the  Government,  and  the  Government  haa 
power  to  pay  moneys  to  me  to  the. end  of  June,, 
and  they  have  forwarded  a  cheque  for  work 
which  I  have  already  done.    I  receive  that 
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▼OQoher  and  cheque.  Perhaps,  through  some 
inadvertenoe  or  parelessDess  on  my  part,  I  do 
not  present  that  oheque  at  the  bank  until  after 
the  80th  June.  The  Auditor-General  imme- 
diately turns  round  and  says,  "  That  oheque  is 
dishonoured,  and  you  cannot  receive  payment 
on  account  of  it,  because  you  did  not  present  it 
before  the  80th  June."  It  is  simply  a  quibble, 
I  say,  for  the  work  was  done,  the  voucher 
passed,  and  the  cheque  sent,  but  through  some 
little  oarelessness  I  did  not  present  that  cheque 
until  after  the  end  of  the  month.  The  Go- 
vernment is  bound  to  pay  it,  and  should 
honour  my  cheque  instead  of  dishonouring 
it.  That  is  the  position  the  Auditor- Gene- 
ral takes  up;  and  the  Solicitor-General  sayR, 
*'You  must  meet  that  cheque.  Through  the 
man's  carelessness  it  was  not  presented ;  but 
he  has  no  right  to  be  punished  in  that  way."  I 
leave  it  to  the  common- sense  of  honourable 
members.  That  is  the  view  the  Solicitor-Gene- 
ral takes  up  in  connection  with  this  correspond- 
ence. Now,  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Massey 
says  our  population  is  decreasing,  and  he  read 
us  out  a  wonderful  list  of  figures.    Where  he 

got  them  from  I  do  not  know ;  he  did  not  give 
is  authority.  The  population,  I  say,  is  in- 
oreaRing,  and  has  increased  to  the  extent  of 
from  fourteen  to  fifteen  thousand  per  annum, 
and  any  one  who  chooses  to  go  and  look  up  the 
census  returns  will  find  it  is  so.  The  population 
is  mounting  up  year  by  year  on  that  average. 
The  honourable  member  also  stated  our  im- 
ports were  not  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  revenue 
that  was  collected  from  -the  Customs.  Let  us 
examine  that  phase  of  the  question.  The  im- 
ports received  into  New  Zealand  were  as  fol- 
lows :  1894,  £5,958,264;  1895,  £6,086,017; 
1896,  £6,999,118;  and  during  last  year  the 
imports  into  this  colony  were  £7,948,874:  or, 
speaking  roughly,  an  increase  of  two  millions 
in  our  imports  from  1894  up  to  the  present 
date.  Now,  let  us  see  how  our  Customs  reve- 
nue pans  out  in  the  same  manner.  In  1894 
our  Customs  revenue — I  am  taJdng  financial 
Years— was  £1,566,472 ;  in  1895-96,  £1,647,047; 
m  1896-97,  £1,816,841 ;  in  1897-98,  £1,981,680: 
or  a  gross  increase  of  something  like  £350,000 
between  the  two  years.  Now,  we  have  an  in- 
crease in  the  Customs  revenue  between  1894 
and  1897-98  of  £850,000  and  also  we  have  an 
increase  of  our  imports  during  the  same  period 
of  ovsr  two  millions.  Is  the  argument  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  sound  when  he  says 
our  Customs  revenue  has  increased  very  much 
more  than  our  imports?  We  have  had  two 
millions  increase  of  imports  during  that  period, 
and  only  an  increase  of  Customs  revenue  of 
£850,000.  But  I  shall  prove  my  position  from 
another  point.  We  have  had  the  working-man 
very  much  in  evidence  this  afternoon,  and  espe- 
cially by  the  mover  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Duthie. 
I  know  he  has  a  very  nice  kindly  feeling 
towards  working-men.  He  is  always  trying  to 
advance  their  interests  on  the  floor  of  this 
House  in  every  shape  and  form,  and  when  the 
tariff  was  passing  in  1895  no  man  was  more 
anxious  to  see  justice  done  to  the  working-man. 
He  wanted  to  see  free-trade  pure  and  simple. 
Mr.  Morrison 


He  wanted  this  Colony  of  New  Zealand  to  be 
turned  into  a — what  ?  A  paradise  for  squatters 
and  sheep.  He  did  not  want  men  and  women. 
He  wanted  to  have  unlimited  free-trade.  He 
said  there  was  no  use  trying  to  encourage  local 
industries  because  we  could  not  carry  them  on. 
He  said  it  was  an  agricultural  community,  and 
all  we  could  do  was  to  raise  wheat  and  mutton, 
and  export  it  to  the  large  centres  of  Europe, 
but,  with  regard  to  fostering  local  industries, 
this  was  impracticable.  He  is  very  strong  on 
the  working-man.  He  says  this  tarifi  is  pressing 
unduly  on  him,  and  has  meant  an  increase  of 
taxation.  I  believe  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea  said  it  amounted  to  an  increase  of 
£1  per  head,  which  has  been  grabbed  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  working-man. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Over. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Very  weU,  the  statement 
is  admitted.  Now,  I  am  going  to  let  the  House 
see  how  this  increased  revenue  and  taxation 
has  come  about.  In  the  first  place,  we  shall 
take  apparel — that  is,  London-maide  suits. 
Some  gentlemen  in  this  colony  are  not  satisfied 
with  the  colonial  article,  and  would  like  to 
have  a  suit  made  in  London,  and  we  have  cer- 
tainly put  a  stiff  duty  of  40  per  cent,  on  that 
class  of  goods,  and  quite  right  too.  If  they 
are  going  to  live  amongst  us,  if  they  derive 
their  income  from  amongst  the  workers  in  this 
colony,  they  should  be  satisfied  with  the 
articles  which  the  workers  of  this  colony  can 
produce,  or  if  they  are  going  to  import  them 
from  other  countries  they  have  a  right  to  pay, 
and  they  should  pay  and  look  pleasant.  The 
increased  duty  derived  was  £552  from  apparel 
made  to  order  since  the  tariff  came  into  opera- 
tion. I  shall  run  over  the  items  affecting  the 
working-man.  First  of  all,  the  importation  of 
beer — that  is,  English  beer — 1 4o  not  think  the 
working-man  drinks  a  great  deal  of  that ;  he  is 
always  glad  if  he  gets  colonial— well,  the  in- 
crease on  imported  beer  is  £9,678.  Now,  I 
speak  on  behalf  of  the  working-man,  and  I  give 
you  my  word  I  do  not  think  that  affects  the 
working-man  very  much.  We  come  to  the 
next  imported  article.  He  said  there  was  a 
large  increase  on  drapery.  What  is  all  the 
increase  on  drapery?  An  increased  duty  on 
lace,  et  cetera,  of  £579  for  that  period.  We 
have  received  a  large  duty,  I  admit,  from 
cotton  piece-goods— £27,000  odd.  What  did  the 
1895  tariff  do  ?  Did  it  not  do  this :  that  all 
the  cheapest  class  of  cotton  goods  under  6d. 
per  yard  were  placed  upon  the  free-list  ?  Is 
not  that  an  advantage  to  the  working-man? 
Did  the  working-man  not  receive  a  benefit 
from  that  ?  And  yet  they  talk  about  the  heavy 
taxation  on  the  working-man.  And  then  there 
is  oilcloth :  £4,000  out  of  that.  That  does  not 
affect  the  working-man  any  more  than  any 
other  section  of  the  community,  and  perhaps 
not  so  much.  And  then  we  come  to  hats 
and  caps  :  increased  duty  received,  £6,209. 
Now,  there  was  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  some  honourable  members  to  make  out 
a  case  that  this  increase  of  revenue  re- 
ceived from  hats  and  caps  was  a  great 
wrong   to   the    working-men  of    this   colony. 
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.^  ^    I  think  moftt  of  this  duty  was  oolleoted 

^^*^'  under  the  head  of  "  Hats/'  and  prinoi- 
pally  hats  of  the  very  best  quality ;  and  we  have 
a  nnmber  of  hat-tDanufactarers  in  this  oolony 
most  of  whom  have  spent  considerable  capital 
in  tiying  to  esfcablish  a  very  important  industry 
io  this  oolony.  I  do  not  disguise  the  fact  that 
I  have  always  stood  on  the  floor  of  this  House 
SB  a  man  who  is  prepared  to  encourage  local 
industry.  It  is  a  desirable  thing  if  we  can  en- 
«ouiage  local  industry  without  injuriously  tax- 
ing  the  consumer.  And  what  taxes  do  the 
people  pay  who  support  the  bell-toppers  some 
members  like  to  wear  ?  I  think  they  ought  to 
be  made  to  pay  as  well  as  the  working-man. 
Now  we  come  to  jellies:  £628  there.  We 
do  not  need  to  import  any  jelly  into  this 
colony.  We  can  manufacture  plenty  of  it 
here.  If  people  will  have  the  imported 
article,  by  all  means  let  them  pay  for  it; 
bat  it  is  not  the  working-man  who  pays 
loc  it  as  a  rule.  It  is  the  same  in  regaid  to 
other  items.  Take  patent  medicines.  Some 
honourable  gentleman  to-night  talked  about  the 
patent  medicines,  on  which  there  is  an  increase 
of  duty  to  the  extent  of  £9,756.  I  think  it  is  a 
▼eiy  good  job  to  tax  them  a  little  more,  as  it 
is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  people  that  they 
should  he  allowed  to  swallow  patent  medicines 
when  they  really  do  not  know  the  contents  of 
the  bottles.  Generally  they  have  a  very  bad 
effect  on  the  community,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  item  does  not  seriously  afiect  the 
working-man.  Oo  and  ask  the  druggists  in 
Wellington,  and  they  will  tell  you  where  the 
nicotine-drinkers  come  from,  and  whether  they 
belong  to  the  working-classes  or  not.  Some  of 
these  patent  medicines  are  largely  made  up  of 
nicotine,  and  thus  innocently  sometimes  the 
morphine  habit  is  created.  But  I  maintain 
this  does  not  affect  the  working-man.  Coming 
to  preserved  milk,  there  is  an  increase  in  the 
dnty  of  over  £1,500. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Who  pays  that  ? 

Mr.  MORBISON.— Not  the  working-man. 
He  does  not  buy  preserved  milk  while  he  can 
get  the  pure  milk  which  is  brought  to  his  door. 
In  spirits  there  is  an  increase  of  £81,252.  I 
suppose  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
would  argue  that  this  was  an  injustice  done  to 
the  worlung-man,  and  that  the  Government 
had  no  right  to  take  this  increased  amount  of 
duty  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  poor  hard- 
working man,  whereas  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Taylor  would  argue  the  other  way,  and 
would  say  that  the  Government  was  perfectly 
justified  in  putting  an  increased  duty  on 
spirits.  He  would  want  them  taxed  out  of  the 
oolony. 

Mr.  TATLOB.— I  would  not  put  a  duty  on 
ipuits. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  must  say  you  are  the 
first  Prohibitionist  I  have  heard  who  did  not 
advocate  the  putting  of  a  heavy  duty  on  spirits. 
In  regard  to  tea,  we  have  had  a  reduction  of 
£75,578  since  the  tariff  came  into  operation. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — Who  has  that  benefited  ? 

Mr.  MORRISON. ->I  do  not  think  the  work- 
ing-man  got  any  benefit,  or  very  much,  from 


that  reduction.  Some  grocers  and  middlemen, 
I  believe,  got  the  benefit.  I  am  quite  prepsured 
to  admit  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  try  and  reduce 
the  duty  on  tea  in  1895.  As  far  as  the  work- 
ing-man was  concerned,  he  received  no  ad- 
vantage from  the  reduction  of  2d.  Summing 
up  all  these  particular  items  which  I  have 
mentioned,  and  others  which  I  have  no  time  at 
present  to  deal  with,  the  increased  duty  re- 
ceived since  the  new  tariff  came  into  operation 
is  £179,6i5,  and  the  decrease  has  been  £182,485, 
showing  a  net  increase  of  £47,160.  But  let  us 
take  another  phase  of  the  question.  We  all 
know  perfectly  well  that  from  1892  to  1894  we 
were  going  through  two  or  three  very  lean 
years.  They  were  three  very  bad  years  not 
only  in  New  Zealand,  but  all  through  the  Aus- 
tralasian Colonies.  That  affected  the  purchas- 
ing* power  of  the  community.  And  it  must  also 
have  had  effect  on  the  Customs  revenue.  We 
have  had  since  then  several  very  successful  and 
prosperous  years.  We  find  nearly  every  man 
in  employment,  fairly  good  prices  being  given, 
and  men  earning  good  wages  and  in  regular 
employment.  Of  course,  they  are  spending 
their  money;  they  are  buying  more  of  the 
various  articles  that  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
using  than  formerly ;  and,  if  that  is  so,  is  it 
going  to  have  no  effect  on  the  duty  received 
^om  these  articles  during  what  I  might  term 
the  lean  years  ?  Is  that  fact  going  to  have  no 
effect  on  the  revenue  of  the  oolony?  Then, 
again,  our  population  has  increased  to  the  ex- 
tent of  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  every  year ; 
and,  that  being  so,  must  it  not  affect  the  Cus- 
toms returns?  Yet  from  some  of  the  argu- 
ments we  have  heard  advanced  by  honourable 
members  we  would  be  led  to  think  that  (he 
Customs  revenue  of  this  colony  should  stand 
always  at  nearly  the  same  level.  If  it  in- 
creases, then  it  is  owing  to  the  increased  duty 
you  have  collected  through  Customs,  and  you 
are  putting  insufferable  burdens  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  poor  working-man.  That  is 
what  some  honourable  gentlemen  wish  us  to  un- 
derstand. What  about  the  tariff  of  1898-94? 
Did  not  the  Treasurer,  in  submitting  his  State- 
ment, make  an  allowance  for  a  reduction  in 
revenue  of  some  £86,000  that  he  expected  to 
receive  for  the  incoming  year  ?  but  he  found, 
when  compiling  the  balance-sheet  for  the  31st 
March,  1895,  that  the  reduced  estimate  ori- 
ginally made  in  connection  with  the  Customs 
revenue  was  £34,000,  so  that  instead  of  there 
being  that  drop  in  the  Customs  revenue  fot 
1898-94  we  had  actually  a  drop  of  close  on 
£110,000  in  that  particular  year.  Now,  there 
is,  of  course,  an  increase  in  the  revenue,  and 
honourable  members  opposite  say  that  this 
increase  in  revenue  is  largely  due  to  increased 
taxation;  but  when  those  honourable  gentle- 
men talk  about  the  increase  in  the  Customs 
revenue  and  free-trade  I  ask.  Where  is  the 
money  to  come  from  if  you  abolish  the  Customs 
revenue  ?  Are  those  honourable  members  pre- 
pared to  give  another  turn  of  the  screw  to  the 
extent  of  Id.  or  2d.  in  the  pound  on  the  land- 
tax  ?  Are  you  prepared  to  do  that  ? 
An  Hon.  MsMBBB.~Give  up  the  land 
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Hr.  MOBBISON.— I  do  not  Ounk,  Sir,  tht 
honourable  member  for  Patea  would  be  pre- 
pared to  hand  over  his  little  bit  of  land.  Ab 
regards  this  cry  about  the  inorease  in  the 
Customs  duties,  I  maintain  that  it  is  a  bogey. 
We  know  perfectly  well  that  every  public  de- 
partment has  had  an  inorease  in  its  revenue. 
The  revenue  has  increased  all  round  from 
these  sources,  although  some  of  them  have 
made  reductions  in  the  various  rates  ohaiged 
to  the  public  for  the  services  they  perform.  It 
idl  shows,  to  my  mind,  that  the  increased 
revenue  is  due  to  the  fact  of  the  increased 
agricultural  and  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
colony  during  the  past  two  years.  It  is  to  this 
that  we  owe  the  faot  of  our  finances  being  so 
sound  and  healthy  as  they  are  to-day.  I  have 
notes  on  other  subjects  that  I  would  have  liked 
to  speak  upon,  and  I  regret  that  my  time  is 
up,  hecause  I  shall  not  be  able  to  deal  with 
them  now.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be 
negatived. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEE  (Wallace).— I  regret  that 
the  time  of  this  House  and  country  has  been 
wasted  in  the  manner  it  has,  not  only  to-day, 
but  for  the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  From  a 
return  that  was  laid  on  the  table  a  few  days 
ago  we  find  that  the  cost  of  keeping  the  House 
open  comes  to  about  £185  a  day,  and,  while 
that  is  the  case,  how  can  honourable  members 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  reproach 
the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  with  spending  the 
sum  of  £1.750  in  taking  a  trip  to  the  Mother - 
country  to  attend  on  behalf  of  the  colony  the 
Jubilee  celebrations?  But  let  me  tell  those 
honourable  members  of  the  Opposition  that 
they  have  squandered  £1,750  many  times  over 
in  the  way  they  have  balked  the  business  of  the 
House  and  country  last  session,  and  as  they  are 
doing  this  session  as  well.  One  would  have 
thought,  Sir,  that  after  the  rebuke  those  honour- 
able members  received  on  the  public  plat- 
forms when  they  addressed  meetings  throughout 
the  length  ana  breadth  of  the  country,  they 
would  have  hesitated  before  obstructing  the 
business  of  the  country  this  session  in  the 
manner  they  have  done  hitherto ;  but  it  appears 
they  cannot  get  out  of  their  old  groove.  Election 
time  is  still  in  the  far  distance,  and  I  suppose 
until  the  last  session  of  the  present  Parlia- 
ment arrives  we  shall  find  that  the^  will  do  all 
they  possibly  can  to  retard  the  busmess  of  the 
House.  This  is  much  to  be  deplored,  seeing 
that  the  cost  of  running  the  House  is  £185  a 
day,  when  there  are  roads  wanted  for  opening 
up  the  country,  and  bridges  required  to  assist 
the  advance  of  settlement,  and  while  there  are 
numbers  of  people  in  the  various  cities  of  New 
Zealand  who  are  in  destitute  circumstanoes. 
And  yet  we  see  the  members  of  the  Opposition 
waste  the  public  mone^  in  the  manner  they  are 
doing,  and  with  no  object  that  we  can  perceive, 
unless  merely  to  have  the  satisfaction — and 
what  satisfaction  it  is  I  cannot  understand— of 
obstructing  the  business  of  the  Government,  and 
the  business  of  the  people  of  this  colony.  As 
has  been  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea,  they  are  not  a  one-man  Opposition. 
He  says  it  is  a  kind  of  democratic  Opposition; 


and,  in  faot,  Instead  of  having  one  leader,  w» 
know  they  have  about  half  a  doaen.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says  that  they  have  a. 
monopoly  of  intelligenoe  on  that  side  of 
the  House;  and  yet,  Sir,  in  spite  of  thai- 
monopoly  of  intelligence  on  the  OpposiiioD 
benches,  they  are  altogether  incapable  of 
formulatiuff  a  policy  of  their  own.  On  th» 
platforms  during  the  recess  we  have  had  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  telling  the 
country  that  the  Opposition  could  formulate 
a  policy  if  only  they  got  the  ohanoe ;  while  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Soobie  Mackenzie)  told  the  colony  that  they 
could  not  formulate  a  policy  at  all,  but  thai 
they  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  policy  of 
the  nresent  Government,  and  that  even  if 
the  Opposition  were  returned  to  power  thev 
would  not  repeal  a  single  measure  enacted 
by  the  present  Administration,  and  that  they 
were  simply  waiting  for  the  tum^  of  the 
wheel.  Well,  it  is  consoling  to  the  country, 
although  disoouraging  to  the  Opposition,  to 
see  the  long  vista  of-  political  exclusion  that  ia 
still  opening  itself  to  their  view,  for  it  will  be 
many  years  yet  before  they  will  get  to  the 
Treasury  benches.  Well,  Sir,  we  had  the  trage- 
dian of  the  Opposition  telling  the  country  they 
could  formulate  a  policy,  and  we  had  the  light 
comedian  declaring  they  could  not ;  and  we 
had  the  nominal  leader  of  the  Opposition,  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  main- 
taining a  discreet  silence  on  the  question. 
Now,  with  regard  to  a  few  of  the  remarks  that 
fell  from  the  senior  Opposition  Whip,  Mr. 
Massey:  He,  Sir,  claimed  to  have  established 
the  fact  that  we  were  losing  our  population ; 
that  the  people  were  leaving  our  shores ;  and 
he  quoted  statistics  for  the  last  five  months. 
But  why  did  he  not  go  further  back  ?  Why 
did  he  merely  give  us  the  arrivals  and  de> 
partures  at  the  time  when  the  tourists  were 
leaving  the  colony  ?  Why  did  he  not  go  two 
or  three  months  further  back,  when  the  tourista 
were  flocking  to  New  Zealand  ?  Sir,  when  the 
present  Administration  came  into  office,  {what 
did  we  find  ?  We  found  that  our  population 
were  leaving  New  Zealand  in  search  of  em- 
ployment in  other  lands.  We  found  that 
eighteen  thousand  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of 
New  Zealand  had  departed  for  fresh  fields  and 
pastures  new.  But  what  do  we  find  now? 
When  we  met  last  session  the  population  of 
New  Zealand  was  computed  by  the  Begistrar 
at  714,000,  and  it  is  now  780,000,  an  increase 
of  16,000  within  twelve  months.  Seeing  that 
we  have  an  inorease,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Caversham  pointed  out,  of  from  fourteen 
to  sixteen  thousand  a  year,  will  the  honourable 
gentleman  still  tell  us  that  our  population  is 
leaving  our  shores  ?  Surely  not.  Again,  with 
regard  to  our  exports,  what  do  we  find  ?  Com- 
pured  with  the  previous  year  of  1896-97,  the 
export  of  wool  had  increased  by  £407,000, 
frozen  meat  by  £585,000,  and  dairy  produce 
by  £150,000;  and  yet  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  tell  the  country  that  our  exports 
are  on  the  decrease.  Then,  again,  with  regard 
to  our  imports:  There  is  nothing  that  better 
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proTM  the  inoreued  parohasing-power  of  the 
people  Iban  the  higher  Oofitomsdaty  psid  upon 
Inxoiiee,  not  on  neoessariee  of  life ;  and  if  we 
look  at  our  statiBtioB  with  regard  to  imports, 
what  do  we  find?  We  find  that  during  the 
Te«r  JQflt  ended  we  spent  in  the  parchMe  of 
hieycles  £150,000,  whereas  in  the  previons  year 
the  amount  expended  was  £78,000.  Again,  in 
mnsioal  instrnments  we  imported  sixty -six 
thousand  pounds'  worth,  as  against  forty-six 
thousand  pounds'  worth  for  the  previous  year. 
Fanoy  goods  are  responsible  for  £100,000, 
whereae  in  the  previous  year  the  figures  stood 
at  £87,000.  Tobaooo  and  cigars  £164,800, 
against  £150,000  for  the  previous  year.  Spirits 
lor  the  year  £218,000,  against  £196,000.  StiU 
there  is  scope  for  the  exertions  of  the  prohibi- 
tion party.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  additional 
duties,  we  have  received  on  bioyoles  as  Gustoms 
duties  an  addittooal  £16,000 ;  on  musical 
instruments  and  fanoy  goods  an  additional 
£3,000  each;  on  tobacco  and  cigars,  £9,800; 
and  on  spirits  £21,000,  and  excise  duty  on 
beer  £4,500  ;  whereas  we  remitted,  as  pointed 
out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Oaversham, 
on  tea  alone  £88,000,  and  on  fencing-wire  no 
less  a  sum  than  £18,000.  Now  it  has  been 
suggested  that  we  should  remit  a  great  amount 
of  these  Oustoms  duties.  Well,  if  you  remit 
these  Oustoms  duties,  which  means  reducing 
our  revenue,  what  are  we  to  look  to  for  our 
Public  Works  Fund?  Out  of  what  moneys 
are  we  to  construct  roads  and  bridges, 
unless  it  is  borrowed  money,  or  unless  we 
tax  the  land  more  heavily  ?  But  what  do  we 
find  in  this  connection?  We  find  that  the 
land-tax  is  gradually  decreasing;  that  since 
the  previous  year  the  land-tax  has  decreased 
by  £5,000,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  cutting  up 
of  the  large  estates.  Now,  if  we  are. going  to 
carry  on  a  public-works  policy,  and  if  at  the 
same  time  we  are  going  to  reduce  our  Oustoms 
tariff,  then  there  is  nothing  else  for  it  but 
either  to  place  a  further  impost  on  the  land, 
or  to  resort  to  the  money-market  for  further 
funds  with  which  to  carry  out  these  public 
works.  We  have  the  alternative — a  loan  or 
increased  land-tax.  Reference  was  made  to 
the  Home- country,  where  they  had  a  8ur> 
plus  of  four  millions.  It  has  been  said 
again  and  again  in  the  last  few  years  by 
the  Oonservative  party  in  New  Zealand  that 
a  Oolonial  Treasurer  should  show  no  surplus 
at  all ;  that  he  should  exactly  make  the  two 
ends  meet.  Well,  what  do  we  find  in  the 
Mother-country?  We  find  the  Oonservative 
party  there  pride  themselves  on  the  fact  that 
the  Ohanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  able  to 
show  a  surplus  of  four  millions.  From  that 
it  was  deduced,  because  he  consented  to  remit 
Oustoms  duties  on  a  few  articles,  that  we  should 
do  the  same.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  we  are  here  in  a  young  colony,  and  not  by 
any  means  in  the  same  position  as  the  people 
are  in  the  Old  Oountry.  We  want  roads  and 
bridges  to  open  up  the  oountry;  but  in  old 
established  countries  they  have  alt  these  public 
works  already  there.  What  do  we  notice  with 
regard  to  Viotoria?    We  find  that  during  the 


last  day  or  two  the  Oolonial  Treasurer  of 
Viotoria  proposee  to  borrow  no  less  a  sum 
than  four  millions.  That  looks  like  a  re- 
mission of  Oustoms  duties,  does  it  not  ?  And 
what  has  been  the  position  of  Viotoria  com- 
pared with  New  Zealand  during  the  last  three - 
or  four  years?  We  find  that  her  exports  of 
wool  and  of  dairy  produce  have  decreased. 
The  same  remaric  applies  to  New  South  Wales. 
And  we  do  not  find  any  objection  raised  so  far 
to  the  proposed  borrowing  of  four  millions  to' 
carry  out  this  public-works  policy  in  Victoria. 
Possibly  we  shall  before  long  find  New  South 
Wales  advocating  a  borrowing  ]policy  as  well* 
Now,  we  find  that  the  imports  mto  New  Zea- 
land during  last  year  are  £918,000  more  than 
what  they  were  in  the  previous  year,  and  that 
the  Oustoms  duties  for  the  last  year  are 
£116,000  more  than  they  were  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  although  the  tariff  has  not  been* 
altered.  Increased  imports  yield  increased- 
duties.  We  know  very  well  that  when  the 
purchasing  -  power  of  the  people,  has  in- 
oreased,  when  their  condition  has  improved — 
as  it  certainly  has  improved,  and  is  still 
improving — that  they,  instead  of  purchas- 
ing—as was  pointed  out  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Oaversham — ^the  cheapest 
articles  in  the  market,  will  certainly  spend 
more  money  on  the  luxuries  of  life.  Their 
condition  is  becoming  better,  and  their  social 
surroundings  and  comforts  have  very  much 
improved  wnen  compared  with  what  they  were 
a  few  years  ago.  Sir,  I  am  sorry,  as  I  pointed 
out  at  the  commencement  of  my  remarks,  that 
the  time  of  the  House  and  the  time  of  the 
country  is  being  wasted — ^is  actually  being 
frittered  away  by  the  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, with  no  conceivable  object  in  view  unless 
it  is  sheer  obstmotion  to  the  policy-measures 
of  the  Gk>vemment.  Sooner  or  later  repent- 
ance will  come.  They  will  have  to  answer  for 
their  conduct  before  their  constituents,  and  I 
say  that  their  constituents — the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  this  colony — will  not  tolerate  this 
unwarrantable  obstruction  on  the  part  of  the . 
Opposition  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ohristchuroh).— The  discus- 
sion. Sir,  that  has  arisen  to-night  is  only  one 
of  a  number  that  are  bound  to  arise  during  the 
next  month  or  two  unless  there  is  a  revolution 
in  the  administration  of  this  oountry. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— Oh  t 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— The  very  members  of  the 
House  whom  I  expected  to  laugh  have  laughed. 
Sir.  The  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Oity  (Mr.  Qeorge  Fisher),  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Motueka  (Mr.  Roderick  MoKenzie),  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Oaversham  (Mr. 
Morrison)  are  the  very  trio  I  should  haye 
expected  to  laugh  when  attention  is  called  to 
the  maladministration  going  on  in  the  oountry. 

Mr.  FISHER.— When  you  are  made  Premier 
things  will  be  all  right. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— If  I  were  appomted  Premier  I 
should  at  once  expel  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  Fisher)  from  the  ranks  of 
any  party  I  had  control  of.  The  whole  issue 
is  similar  to  what  was  discussed  in  connection 


Digitized  by 


Google 


108 


Imprest  Sv/pply 


[HOUSE.] 


Bill  (No.  2). 


[July  28 


with  the  defiaooe  of  Parliftmanfc  involTed  in 
the  ereotion  of  these  new  Parliamentary  Bjaild- 
ings,  and  there  is  no  escaping  from  the  con> 
olosion  that  in  hoth  instance!  there  has  heen 
•ft  distinct  defiance  of  parliamentary  authority. 
In  the  matter  we  have  under  review  to-night, 
Sir,  we  find  that  the  rights  of  this  Assembly 
were  usurped  by  surreptitious  means  by  tfaie 
Ministry  of  the  day.  Now,  it  would  be  super- 
fluous to  cover  the  ground  traversed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  North. 
His  arguments  are  unanswerable,  and  they 
have  not  been  answered  as  a  oonsequenoe.  The 
impeachment  of  the  Ministry,  so  far  as  the 
wrongful  use  of  power  in  connection  with 
the  illegal  Imprest  Supply  incident,  was  com- 
plete, and,  although  the  Premier  has  made 
futile  attempts  to  make  a  reply  by  instruct- 
ing the  honourable  member  for  Oaversham, 
and  assisting  the  honourable  member  for 
Awarua,  the  replies  in  both  cases  were  recog- 
nised by  every  member  in  this  House  who  has 
any  capacity  for  understanding  arguments  as 
being  altogether  inadequate. 

Mr.  FISHER.'Not  while  we  have  Ghecketts. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Unfortunately  we  still  have 
Mr.  George  Fisher.  The  arguments  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Gaversham  are  what  I 
propose  to  refer  to  briefly.  He  contended  that 
the  Treasury  were  quite  entitled  to  *pay  a 
cheque  drawn  before  the  30th  June.  Now,  I 
contend  that  the  Treasurer  has  no  right  to  try 
to  pay  a  cheque  drawn  before  the  dOth  June  if 
it  was  presented  after  that  date. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Why? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  will  teU  you  why.  Sup- 
posing  the  honourable  member  for  Gaversham 
went  bankrupt  on  the  dOth  June,  and  he  had 
drawn  a  number  of  cheques  on  the  30th  June, 
on  which  date  he  had  a  credit  balance  of  £50  in 
the  bank.  On  the  following  morning,  the  1st 
July,  the  bank  manager,  if  he  was  aware  that 
the  bankruptcy  had  taken  place,  would  refuse 
to  pay  on  any  more  cheques  drawn  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Gaversham,  although 
he  was  in  credit.  On  the  30th  June  the 
Government  of  this  country  ceases  to  have  any 
authority  over  the  appropriation  of  moneys 
until  the  authority  of  Parliament  has  been 
obtained.  I  do  not  expect  the  honourable 
member  for  Gaversham  to  understand  that. 
Sir,  because  he  is  not  altogether,  I  should 
imagine,  an  authority  on  matters  affecting 
.  constitutional  rights. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Are  you? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  I  do  not  say  I  am,  but 
I  think  I  have  got  a  firm  grip  H)f  this  subject. 
My  next  argument  is,  Sir,  that  the  Treasurer 
and  the  Treasury  are  in  exactly  the  same  posi- 
tion on  the  1st  of  July  of  every  year  as  would 
be  a  manV  backing  account  in  the  event  of 
its  owner  having  died  on  the  dOth  of  June. 
The  bank  could  not  pay  out  on  any  cheque 
drawn  upon  that  account  on  the  dOth  of  June 
if  in  the  interval   the  man  who   had  drawn 
that  cheque  had  died.    The  account  is,  there- 
fore, locked  up ;  and  I  say  the  moneys  of  the 
'  colony,  after  the  80th  of  June,  belong  to  the 
.  Parliament  of  the  colony,  and  have  no  right 
Mr.  Taylor 


to  be  used,  except  with  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
y^  Q    ment.   The  difficulties  connected  with 
'    this    question    of  the    dispute    with 
the  Controller  and  Auditor-General,  I  wish  to 
suggest,    might    be   overcome    by   repealing 
the  bulk  of  clause  52  of  the  Public  Revenues 
Act  of  1891.    That  would  do  away  with  the 
necessity  of  the  Auditor-General  reporting  to 
Parliament  any   difference    that   ma^   have 
arisen  between  himself  and  the  Ministry  of 
the  day,  and  any  of  the  awkward  revelations 
such  as  are  contained  in  the  paper  under  dis- 
cussion to-night  would  become   an    impossi- 
bility.   I  listened  very  closelv  to  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere   and   the  honourable   member  for 
Palmerston,  and  I  have  to  confess  that  there 
has  not  been  a  word  said  by  any  of  the  succeed- 
ing speakers  that  has  successfully  combated  the 
arguments  advanced  by  them.    The  value  of 
the  discussion  to-night,  I  take  it,  is  quite  apart 
from  the  issue  raised  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  Gity.    Personally,  I  do  not 
believe  the  country  at  present   wishes  for  a 
revision  of  the  tariff.    But  the  debate  to-night 
is  one  of  the  very  rare  opportunities  afforded 
nowadays  for  members  to  ventilate  any  griev- 
ances they  may  have  in  connection  with  any 
State  department,  or  to  make  suggestions  as  to 
improvements  in  any  of  those    departments. 
I  want  to  refer  for  a  moment  or  two  to  the 
Railways  Statement.    I  asked  a  question  a  few 
days  ago  in    regard  to  improvement  of  the 
second-class  railway  accommodation,  and   in 
reply  the  Minister  said  that  we  could  have  the 
improvemenls  suggested   at    a  cost    of  from 
£15,000  10  £20,000.    I  pointed  out.  Sir,  and  I 
wish  to  point  out  now,  that  there  were  8,682,820 
second-class  passengers  on   our   railways  last 
year,  and  .only  769,444  first-class  passengers. 
That  is  &^e  second-  to  one  first-class  passenger ; 
and  there  is  not  a  member  in  this  chamber  who 
will  admit  that  the  accommodation  provided 
for  second-class  passengers  is  sach  as  should 
be  given  to  the  people  who  contribute  the  bulk 
of  our  railway  revenue.     It  is  not  so  bad  on 
a  short  journey,  but  if  you  take  the  journey 
from   Ghristchurch   to   Dunedin,  or  Welling-' 
ton  to  Napier,  or  any  section  over  a  dozen 
or  so  miles,  then  the  inconvenience  and  dis- 
comfort of  the  existing  arrangements  forces 
itself  upon  the  attention  of  any  person  who 
uses  the  railway.    We  have  been  assured  that 
the  whole  of  the  second-class  carriages  could 
be  almost  converted  into  first-class — they  could 
be  cushioned  in  the  seat  and  at  the  back — for 
from   £15,000  to  £20,000.    That  is  the  total 
cost ;  so  that,  for  an  annual  charge  of  some 
£500  or  £600,  the  four  million  passengers  who 
utilise  our  second-class  railway  accommoda- 
tion now  can  be  given  the  class  of  accommoda- 
tion they  are  undoubtedly  entitled  to. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — You  would  have  no  first- 
class  passengers. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Undoubtedly  you  would  have 
first-class  passengers ;  but  if  you  want  to  travel 
with  the  select  few  you  must  pay  the  difference 
in  the  fare— you  can  pick  your  company. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — You  can  always  do  that. 
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Mr.  TAYLOR.— And  it  is  vary  neoesMry  that 
pNBople  shoald  pick  th^ix  oompany.  The  dis- 
femofcion  between  the  first  and  seoond  class 
would  be  not  so  much  the  degree  of  comfort,  so 
far  as  the  carriages  are  concerned,  as  the  choice 
of  passengers.  I  am  certain  that  if  the  Minis- 
ter for  Hallways  would  give  the  House  an 
opportunity  of  voting  on  the  proposition  on  a 
direct  issue,  as  to  whether  they  feel  that  the 
country  approved  of  this  annual  charge  to 
make  the  improvement  in  the  second-class 
passenger  acconmiodation,  I  feel  perfectly  cer- 
tain the  House  would  approve  of  it  almost 
unanimously.  There  is  another  matter  I 
want  to  refer  to  for  a  moment,  because 
there  will  be  little  or  no  time  to  lose  when 
the  financial  debate  comes  on.  During  last 
session,  when  the  estimates  were  under  con- 
sideration, there  was  a  lengthy  discussion 
on  the  method  of  keeping  the  accounts  adopted 
by  the  Telephone  Department.  I  return  to  that 
for  a  moment  or  two,  because  this  question  is 
distinctly  connected  with  the  administration 
ci  the  country.  I  am  not  finding  fault  with 
the  Government's  legislation  this  session  or  any 
previous  session.  I  say  that  the  criticism  of 
the  Press  and  the  country  is  not  directed 
against  any  legislation  to  any  great  extent. 
l^e  whole  criticism  of  the  public  and  the  Press 
to-day  is  directed  to  the  question  of  administra- 
tion. If  we  take  this  account  as  any  guide  to 
the  accounts  of  other  public  departments  then 
it  is  apparent  that  the  accounts  require  a 
■erious  overhauling.  We  were  told  the  other 
day  that  there  has  been  an  alteration  effected 
in  the  method  of  keeping  this  account.  We  were 
told  that  instead  of  a  charge  of  10  per  cent,  being 
made  every  year  on  this  account  only  5  per  cent. 
is  now  charged  to  cover  interest  on  the  capital 
cost  of  the  installations.  Up  to  the  Slst 
March,  1897,  the  charge  against  the  revenues 
of  the  department  was  10  per  cent. — 6  per  cent, 
for  interest  and  5  per  cent,  for  wear-and-tear. 
Between  1882  and  1897  there  was  a  total  re- 
serve fund  accumulated  of  £65,130,  and  the 
-capital  cost  of  the  Telephone  Department  from 
1882  to  1897  was  only  £134,000.  If  we  deduct 
the  £65,000  from  that,  we  have  £69,000  as  the 
actual  cost  to  this  colony  of  the  Telephone  De- 
partment up  to  1897,  whereas  we  are  annually 
levying  on  the  users  of  the  telephone  a  reserve 
fund  of  5  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  capital  cost 
of  £134,000.  ^  I  say  that,  before  the  amount  for 
wear-and-tear  is  levied,  the  capital  cost  should 
be  reduced  by  the  amount  of  the  reserve  fund 
accumulated.  That  is  perfectly  fair,  and  this 
account  is  faulty  to  that  extent.  Any  busi- 
ness in  this  country  would  be  conducted 
npon  a  wrong  basis  if  the  capital  was 
not  written  down  by  the  amount  of  the 
reserve  fund  accumulated;  and  yet  we  are 
charging  the  telephone  users  wear-and-tear 
and  interest  upon  the  whole  capital  cost  from 
the  time  of  the  inception  of  this  department. 
I  sav  that  is  wrong,  and  there  is  not  a  member 
in  the  House  who  can  defend  it;  but  it  has  a 
more  important  bearing.  If  we  find  this  doc- 
tored account — and  it  is  nothing  more  and 
nothing  less — ^in  this  department,  the  questipn 


naturally  arises,  How  are  the  aocounts  of  other 
departments  kept  ?  That  is  a  very  natural  query. 
I  nnd  in  this  Telephone  Deparcment,  to  make 
it  appear  that  it  was  a  losing  department,  it 
was  loaded  by  being  charged  with  rent.  So  far 
as  my  examination  of  the  accounts  go,  I  cannot 
find  another  department  in  the  whole  of  the 
service  where  a  charge  for  rent  is  made.  We 
actually  charge  the  Telephone  Deparcment  rent- 
for  the  rooms  they  occupy  in  the  Government 
Buildings.  In  the  larger  cities  the  depart- 
ment occupies  a  portion  of  the  Government 
Buildings,  and  we  charge  them  rent  for  that. 
And  by  this  means  it  is  made  to  appear  that 
the  excessive  charge  for  maintenance  is  justi- 
fied. The  Telephone  Department  up  to  1891 
made  over  10  per  cent,  profit — it  earned  24  per 
cent,  in  1883;  23  per  cent,  in  1884;  16  percent, 
in  1885 ;  13  per  cent,  in  1886 ;  16  per  cent,  in 
1887;  12  per  cent,  in  1888;  11  per  cent.  in. 
1889 ;  11  per  cent,  in  1890 ;  nearly  11  per  cent, 
in  1891 ;  only  5  per  cent,  in  1892 ;  and  then, 
every  year  afterwards,  loss,  loss,  loss.  Now^ 
that  loss  was  arranged,  by  the  deliberate 
manipulation  of  the  accounts,  to  afford  a  justifi- 
cation to  the  department  for  increasing  the  fee^ 
for  the  use  of  the  telephone ;  and  if  that  is  the 
way  in  which  the  increased  charge  has  to  be 
justified,  if  the  public  accounts  have  to  be  tam- 
pered with,  we  have  come  to  a  sad  pass.  I  do 
not  care  whether  they  are  few  people  or  many — 
the  question  is,  Are  they  paying  a  fair  price  for 
the  convenience  that  is  afforded  them?  The 
accounts  of  the  department  show  that  it  re- 
turned a  handsome  profit  till  the  accounts  were 
doctored  in  the  way  I  have  described.  It  is  not 
creditable  co  the  Government  that  it  should 
allow  this  state  of  things.  The  Premier  will 
tell  us  it  is  not  now  going  on — that  last  year 
only  5  per  cent,  was  charged  instead  of  10* 
per  cent. ;  but  the  5  per  cent,  is  still  charged 
on  the  total  cost  of  installation  from  1882, 
whereas  it  only  ought  to  be  charged  on  the- 
total  cost  of  installation  after  it  has  been- 
reduced  by  the  amount  of  the  accumulated 
reserve  fund.  Now,  I  want  to  refer  for  a- 
moment  to  a  matter  that  is  dealt  with  in  this 
evening's  Post.  Last  session  when  the  esti-  « 
mates  were  up  for  discussion  there  was  a- 
lengthy  debate  on  the  friendly  societies'  depart- 
ment. It  was  pointed  out  by  those  who  were 
intimate  with  the  affairs  of  these  societies 
that  the  department  was  in  a  very  bad  way^- 
that  it  was  almopt  impossible  to  get  the  by-laws 
of  the  various  societies  registered,  owing  to- 
legal  quibbles  raised  by  the  Revising  Beurrister. 
The  Premier  promised  members  that  the  whole 
department  should  be  inquired  into  in  the 
recess  ;  and  yet  to-night  we  find  that  Mr.  H.  J. 
Williams,  who  represents  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  declares  he  is  having  a  most- 
irritating  experience  in  connection  with  the  de- 
partment; he  cannot  get  the  by-laws  regis- 
tered. I  understand  the  Supreme  Court  has- 
decided  only  recently  that  the  Registrar  has  no 
right  to  refuse  to  register  any  by-laws  that  are 
not  absurd  in  their  provisions.  Yet  we  find 
lodges  annoyed  and  irritated,  and  pus  to  con- 
siderable expense,  year  after  year  in  tneir  efforts- 
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to  get  their  by-laws  registered.  I  say  these 
matters  of  administration  shoald  attract  the 
attention  of  Ministers,  and  it  is  not  to  the 
credit  of  this  side  of  the  House  that  these  con- 
stant complaints  shoald  have  to  be  made — and 
they  must  be  made^in  the  interests  of  the 
public  against  administration.  I  pass  on  to 
•the  question  of  oharitable  aid.  I  find  by  the 
•account  this  year  that  we  have  spent  in  the 
■colony  for  oharitstble  aid,  up  to  the  vear  ending 
31st  March,  1898,  no  less  a  sum  than  £87,000 
odd.  I  confess  it  is  a  problem  that  cannot  be 
dealt  with  off-hand.  If  you  take  the  last  ten 
years  you  will  find  that  the  amount  will  run 
welHntoa  million  for  charitable  aid.  And  if 
you  compare  figures  you  will  find  that  we  are 
actually  paying  for  charitable  aid  in  this 
'Colony  to-day,  in  proportion  to  our  popula- 
tion, more  than  many  Old-World  centres. 
That  ought  not  to  be  so.  If  the  avenues  of 
employment,  if  the  conditions  of  our  workers 
-were  properly  studied  and  attended  to  here,  it 
ought  not  to  be  said  that  we  are  being  called 
upon  to  pa^  more  per  head  of  population  than 
is  being  paid  in  Old-World  centres  for  the  relief 
of  poverty.  Now,  the  Premier  has  announced 
that  he  proposed  to  take  the  whole  of  the  obli- 
gation for  charitable  aid  from  the  State,  and 
make  relief  of  poverty  a  matter  of  private  bene- 
volence. That  declaration  was  made  in  Ohrist- 
•church  deliberately,  and  I  would  have  chal- 
lenged it  then  if  there  had  been  an  opportunity. 
I  say  it  would  be  a  most  retrograde  step.  That 
vproposeJ  would  mean  a  return  to  the  conditions 
out  of  which  sprung  the  workhouse  in  its  very 
worst  form.  I  believe,  myself,  we  do  require 
to  grapple  with  the  oharitable- aid  problem, 
but  not  in  the  direction  of  making  a  change 
fluch  as  the  Premier  sujggests.  The  fact  is, 
ihat  questions  of  administration  are  being 
neglected  to-day.  Tliere  is  no  use  blinking 
the  fact.  How  many  years  now  have  we 
been  promised  the  Ix>cal  Qovernment  Bill? 
^The  production  of  a  Local  Government  Bill 
•covering  the  necessary  ground  would  have  the 
effect  of  doing  away  with  all  those  conten- 
tions over  the  Public  Works  Fund.  I  say  our 
Public  Works  Fund  should  really  be  split  up, 
and  handed  over  to  the  various  local  governing 
bodies  of  this  colony.  We  are  not  a  board  of 
works  and  should  not  be  a  board  of  works  here. 
I  felt,  at  the  tail-end  of  last  session,  that  it  was  a 
•crying  shame  to  find  this  House  voting  hundreds 
•of  thousands  of  pounds  in  a  few  hours  for  works 
which  scarcely  any  one  of  us  had  any  know- 
ledge of ;  and  the  evil  is— and  I  intend  to  pound 
away  at  this  evil — ^that  under  that  system  there 
are  heaps  of  public  works  constructed  in  this 
colony  that  ought  never  to  be  constructed,  and 
which  would  not  be  constructed  if  the  go- 
vernment of  these  matters  was  decentralised, 
and  the  burden  of  raising  the  necessary  revenue 
was  thrown  on  the  local  authorities.  That  is 
the  exact  position,  and  so  I  say  the  production 
of  the  Local  Government  Bill  is  of  vast  im- 
portance ;  and  it  is  not  printed  yet.  I  venture 
the  opinion  tliat  a  Bill  that  is  not  now 
in  circulation,  except  it  is  a  money  Bill,  has 
Hvery  little  chance  of  getting  through  the 
Mr.  Taylor 


House  this  session.  It  was  promised  last 
session,  and  it  was  printed  last  Parliament, 
but  ife  is  not  now  in  the  possession  of  mem- 
bers. These  are  matters  that  I  think  one  is 
fairly  entitled  to  refer  to  on  an  occasion  such 
as  &iB.  There  are  other  matters:  I  do  not 
wish  my  reference  to  be  taken  in  a  personal 
way,  but  I  ask  in  all  seriousness,  should  not 
the  character  of  our  minor  judicial  tribunals 
be  of  some  importance  to  the  members  of  this 
House?  We  have  an  unpaid  magistracy:  I 
do  not  believe  in  that  system.  I  believe  the 
functions  of  our  Justices  of  the  Peace  should 
be  strictly  confined  to  the  witnessing  of  signa- 
tures, and  so  forth.  Unless  a  man  has  some 
knowledge  of  law  he  has  no  right  to  be  called 
upon  to  dispense  law  or  to  trifle  with  justice. 
The  other  day  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
of  Justice  was  called  to  the  fact  that  a  re- 
centlv  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  had 
been  before  the  Court  in  the  district  in  which 
he  had  been  made  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
on  a  charge  of  drunkenness  only  a  short  time 
before  his  appointment.  I  say  that  should  be 
a  matter  of  some  moment  to  the  Minister,  but 
the  Minister  declared  publicly  that  he  did  not 
want  to  know  the  man's  name — he  did  not 
care  what  the  man's  name  was.  Is  that  a 
right  position  for  the  Minister  of  Justice  to 
ti^e  up?  But,  as  I  shall  deal  with  that 
gentleman  at  a  later  stage  of  the  session,  I  do 
not  propose  to  say  more  on  that  point.  There 
is  another  matter  in  that  same  department 
that  goes  to  show  the  same  contempt  for  the 
character  of  men  who  are  placed  in  autho- 
rity. In  1896,  when  the  licensing  poll  was 
taken,  it  was  noticed  that  in  one  of  the 
West  Coast  electorates  the  return  of  votes 
was  very  remarkable,  and  a  letter  was  sent 
to  the  Betuming  Officer  asking  him  if  he 
could -explain  certain  facts.  In  his  reply  he 
said,  "  I  mugine  the  probable  cause  was  this : 
that  many  of  the  voters  only  struck  out  one 
line — ^perhaps  the  top  or  the  second  line— and 
therefore  reduced  their  votes  to  an  absurdity, 
and  the  Deputy  Returning  Officer  returned 
them  as  informal  on  that  account.**  Well,  wo 
all  know  that  a  lioensing-ballot  paper,  in 
December,  1896,  under  the  existing  law,  was 
viJid  if  the  top  line  only  was  struck  out ;  but 
this  Returning  Officer  did  not  know  it,  and  we 
may  take  it  for  granted  the  deputies  did  not 
know  it  either.  What,  then,  was  his  capacity 
for  the  position  ?  This  man  was  appointed  by 
the  Premier  to  his  present  position.  In  1890 
he  was  dismissed  from  his  position  as  a  Magis- 
trate, he  was  dismissed  from  the  list  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  andf  he  was  dismissed 
from  bis  seat  on  the  Westport  Harbour 
Board.  The  question  naturally  arises  as  to 
whether  a  man  of  no  character  has  not  been 
placed  in  a  position  of  responsibility.  No 
matter  what  question  the  ballot  is  con- 
nected with,  its  count  and  custody  should  be 
regarded  as  a  most  sacred  trust  by  any  Minis- 
try. I  do  not  care  whether  it  is  a  question 
of  loan,  a  question  as  to  the  representatives  of 
this  House,  or  the  licensing  question,  a  man's 
vote,  under  a  democracy,  should  be  safegoaided 
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<«t  every  point.    Wrong   eountiiig  should  be 
onheftrd  of,  and  ttie  oharaotor  of   the  men 
oocapying  positione  enoh  aa  that  of  Returning 
-Of&cere  flhonld  be  closely  sorutiniaed.    If  that 
were  done  fear  of  soandalB  in  oonneotton  with 
H>nz  jnstioe,  and  such  matters  as  I  have  referred 
to,  would  be  utterly  impossible.    Those,  Sir, 
-«re  matters   that    the   Ministry    should    un- 
donbtedly  give  attention  to ;  and,  failing  that, 
they  will  find  that  their  downfall  will  not  oome 
beoause  of  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  public  with 
their  legislation,  but  because  their  administra- 
tion has  been  tried  and  has  been  found  wanting. 
Mr.  LANG  (Waikato).— Sir,  I  want  to  say 
only  a  few  woros  in  reply  to  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace.    He 
-oomplained  of  great  waste  of  time  by  the  Op- 
position ;  bnt  I  think  that  was  very  unfair,  con- 
eidering  that  this  afternoon  three  members  of 
the  Government  party  followed  each  other— 
namely,  the  Minister  of  Lands,  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  Oity,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Waikouaiti.    Then,  in  the  evening 
we  had  the  honourable  member  for  Gaversham, 
who  took  his  full  time,  followed  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  WiUlace.     The  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  said  that  we  will  have  to 
«nswer  to  our  constituents   for  the  waste  of 
time.    But  I  might  remark  that  the  honour- 
able member  is  in  the  same  box  himself.     The 
very  first  question,  I  suppose,  that  his  con- 
stituents will  put  to  him  will  be  whether  the 
time  he  occupied  this  eveliing  in  addressing 
the  House  was  worth  £4  4s.    In  connection 
with  this  matter,  I  would  like  to  say  that 
the  return  laid  before  ihe  House  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  on  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Franklin  (Mr.  Massey),  showing 
the  average  cost  per  day  of  the  sitting  of  Par- 
liament, is  altogether  misleading,  for  it  in- 
«lodes    the    honorarium    and    other   services 
that  go  on  whether  the  Hoose  is  sitting  or  not. 
While  I  am  on  this  point  I  would  briefiy  point 
<rat  to  the  House  tne  inmieilse  increased  ex- 
penditure that  is  incurred  in  running  the  House 
Sbt  present  compared  with  the  amount  shown  in 
«  return  laid  before  the  House  in  1889  on  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki. 
I  will  ask  honourable  members  to  pay  parti- 
cular attention  to  this  fact :  that  in  those  days 
there  were  ninety-five  members,  and  now  there 
sue  seventy-four,  and  therefore  the  expenditure 
ought  to  be  less  than  it  was  formerly. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  that  does  not  follow. 
Mr.    LANG. -< Why    does    it    not   follow? 
These    are  the    particulars:   In   1889,   under 
the  head  of  "Legislative  Council"  the  cost 
per  day  was  £S  98.,  whereas  at  the  present 
time  it  is  £8  Ids.    In  1889  the  average  sitting, 
day   of    the   House   of  Bepresentatives   cost 
the  taxpayers  £16  6s.  6d. ;  now  it  costs  £23 
Ss.  4d.    (me  item,  that  of  extra  messengers, 
has  increased  from  £6  6s.  6d.  to  £11  14s.  8d. 
Under  the  heading  of  **  General  Expenditure  ^' 
the  ooet  has  increased  from  £12  ISs.  5d.  per 
day  to  £18  Os.  4d.    The  printing  of  Hansard  was 
£82  68.  8d.  per  day ;  now  it  is  £40  lis.    Now, 
'Sir,  there  is   one  more   remark   I    wish   to 
before  I   dt  down.     The   honourable 


member  referred  to  the  alteration  in  the 
tariff,  and  among  other  items  mentioned  he 
pointed  out  the  fact  that  the  duty  on  fencing- 
wire  had  been  removed.  But,  Sir,  bad  that 
honourable  gentleman  been  in  the  House  last 
Parliament  he  would  have  known  the  reason 
why  it  was  removed.  It  was  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Franklin  who  moved 
th^  amendment  that  fencixig-wire  should  be 
admitted  free,  and  every  Minister  voted  against 
it  being  free,  so  they  can  scarcely  at  this 
time  take  credit  for  reducing  the  tarifi  in  that 
respect ;  and  that  is  only  one  case  among  many 
instances  where  the  tariff  has  been  reduced  in 
spite  of  the  vote  of  Ministers,  and  simply  by 
ihe  vote  of  the  House. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki).— I  wish  to 
correct  my  honourable  friend  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  f enoing-wire ;  otherwise  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  take  part  in  this  debate.  What  hap- 
pened in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  duty  on 
fenoing-wire  was  this:  It  was  one  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Tariff  Gonmxission, 
flmd  in  the  House  I  myself  moved  that  fencing- 
wire  should  be  struck  out  of  the  list  of  dutiable 
goods.  That  was  carried.  Subsequently  it 
was  discovered  that  that  alone  would  not  carry 
out  the  intention  of  the  House,  but  that  it 
would  also  reouire  to  be  placed  on  the  free-list, 
and  that  was  done  on  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Franklin. 

Mr.  LANG. — Sir,  by  way  of  personal  explana- 
tion, I  may  say  I  have  no  wish  to  take  away  the 
credit  from  my  honourable  friend  the  Chairman 
of  the  Tariff  Commission,  but  I  referred  to  the 
last  motion  which  he  mentioned. 

Major  STEWARD  —As  a  matter  of  personal 
explanation,  I  may  say  my  only  reason  for 
alluding  to  the  matter  was  this:  I  noticed  the 
Hon.  the  Premier,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  was 
betrayed  into  giving  credit  to  the  Opposition 
for  having  been  the  movers  for  removmg  the 
duty  on  fenoing-wire,  whereas  this  does  not 
happen  to  be  the  case. 

Tne  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair." 

Atb8,  37. 
Cadman  McKenzie,  J.     Stevens 

Camcross  McKenzie,  R.    Steward 

Duncan  MoNab  Symes 

Fisher  Meredith  Tanner 

Flatman  Millar  Taylor 

Graham  Mills  Thompson,  R. 

Guinness  Morrison  Thompson,  T. 

Hall-Jones        O'Meara  Ward 

Hutche8on,J.    O'Regan  Wilson. 

Joyce  Parata 

Kaihan  Pere  TeUers, 

Lawry  Seddon  Allen,  E.  G. 

McGowan  Smith  Gilfedder. 


Brown 

Carson 

Herries 

Hunter 

Hutchison,  G. 

Lang 

Lethbridge 


Nobs,  20. 


MoGuire 

Russell 

McLean 

Sligo 

Massey 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Monk 

Wason. 

Moore 

TBllen. 

Pirani 

Duthie 

Rolleston 

Lewis. 
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Paibs. 
For.  Against, 

OanoU  Wright 

Field  Baobanan 

Hogg  Kelly 

Holland  Maokensie,  M. 

Houston  Fraser 

Larnach  Bollard 

Montgomery.  Growtber. 

Majority  for,  17. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

Resolution  agreed  to,  reported  to  tbe  House, 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  the  question,  That  tbe  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  8aid,~A8  tbe  Premier 
systematically  refuses  to  give  the  returns  which 
are  asked  for,  and  so  manages  the  business  of 
tbe  House  as  to  prevent  any  opportunity  for 
motions  for  returns  being  moved,  discussed, 
and  Toted  upon,  I  have  to  take  such  an  oppor- 
tunity as  the  present  to  refer  to  one  at  least  of 
the  motions  for  returns  which  I  have  bad  on 
the  Order  Paper  during  the  last  few  weeks,  but 
which,  among  others,  has  gone  ofiE  by  effluxion 
of  time.  Sir,  the  one  I  desire  to  refer  to  at  tbe 
present  time  is  as  follows : — 

**That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  re- 
turn setting  out— (1)  The  recommendation,  if 
any,  of  tbe  officer  commanding  the  Force  or 
district  in  which  Mr.  Henry  Charles  William 
Wrigg  was  serving  when,  on  the  29th  June, 
1867,  he  performed  the  signal  act  of  valour  or 
devotion  to  duty  for  which  the  decorative  dis- 
tinction known  as  tbe  New  Zealand  Cross, 
under  Order  in  Council  of  the  10th  March, 
1869,  was  this  year  conferred  on  Mr.  Wrigg ; 
12)  the  despatch  or  other  record  of  the  act  re- 
ferred to ;  (3)  tbe  correspondence  leading  up  to 
the  distinction  being  conferred  on  Mr.  Wngg  ; 
and  (4)  tbe  list  of  those  who  have  been  recom- 
mended for  the  Cross  by  officers  commanding 
colonial  forces  or  military  districts,  but  who, 
although  so  recommended,  have  not  received 
Ihe  Cross — with  tbe  reasons,  if  any,  for  with- 
holding the  distinction." 

Sir,  the  0€uutt6  notice  with  reference  to  this 
Cross  award  sets  out : — 

*'  Decorative  Distinction  conferred, 
*' Defence  Office, 
"  Wellington,  26th  February,  1898. 
"His    Excellency  the    Governor  has    been 
pleased  to  award  the  decorative  distinction  in- 
stituted by  Order  in  Council  dated  tbe  10th 
day  of  March,  1869,  to 

"  Habby  Chablss  William  Wkiog,  Esq., 

late  Comet,  Bay  of  Plenty  Cavalry  Volunteers, 
in  consideration  of  his  having,  on  the  29th  June, 
1867,  with  Trooper  McDonald,  voluntarily  car- 
ried despatches  from  Lieut.-Colonel  John  H.  H. 
St.  John,  then  at  Opotiki,  to  Lieut.-Colonel 
Philip  Harrington,  at  Tauranga,  through  coun- 
try infested  by  the  Native  tribes  then  at  war 
with  tbe  British.  **  T.  Thoxpson." 


Sir,  it  will  be  noticed  the  act  of  bravery  is. 
said  to  have  been  performed  in  June,  1867,  and 
that  tbe  institution  of  the  decoration  of  the 
New  Zealand  Cross  was  not  instituted  by 
Order  in  Council  till  March,  1869.  That  Mr, 
Wrigg  was  acting  as  comet  in  tbe  Bav  of 
Plenty  Cavalry  Volunteers  in  tbe  month  of 
June,  1867,  may  be  accepted  as  beyond  any 
doubt.  At  that  time,  of  course,  any  act  of 
bravery,  whether  performed  by  him  or  by  any 
one  else,  could  not  have  formed  the  subject 
of  a  distinction  whicb  was  not  in  existence 
until  two  years  afterwards.  But  it  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  papers  in  tbe  case,  which  Mr. 
Wrigcf  has  placed  at  the  disposal  of  members, 
that  as  soon  as  the  distinction  was  instituted 
Mr.  Wrigg  took  some  steps  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  evidence,  for  it  would  appear  that 
within  a  month  after  the  Order  in  Council  waa 
gazetted  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Gwynneth,  who 
had  been  tbe  captain  commanding  the  corps  in 
1867,  an  extract  from  the  camp  orders,  which 
read  as  follows : — 

•'  Opotiki,  28th  June,  1867. 

**  Comet  Wrigg  and  Trooper  McDonald  wili' 
proceed  to-morrow  to  Tauranga  with  des- 
patches to  Colonel  Harrington,  or  officer  com- 
manding tbe  district,  and  await  his  reply  (if 
any),  report  themselves  to  him,  and  return 
with  all  speed,  taking  two  days'  rations  with* 

them.  **JOHN  GWYNKBTH, 

"  Captain  commanding  B.P.V.C.*' 

"  Trae  extract'.^Jomr  GwnnnETH,  Captain, 
B.P.V.C." 

This  order  will  be  seen  to  be  dated  the  day 
before  the  date  mentioned  in  the  QoMette  notio*- 
as  that  of  the  ride,  but  was  probably  only 
"  extracted  *'  on  the  27th  of  April,  1869— a  few 
weeks  after  the  institution  of  the  Cross.  The 
indorsement  is  given  as  follows : — 

**  Comet  Wrigg  and  Trooper  McDonald  volun- 
teered for  the  above  service  at  a  time  of 
great  danger,  as  tbe  Natives  were  known  to  be 
in  force  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  road  they  had 
to  travel  was  that  upon  which  Bennett  White^ 
and  tbe  mailman  had  been  murdered  the  day 
previouslv,  and  abounded  with  every  facility  for 
ambuscades. 

*<  On  the  evening  immediately  after  their 
retum  from  this  duty  (which  was  performed^ 
with  great  credit  to  themselves),  and  whilst  yet 
in  tbe  saddle,  they  accompanied  and  assisted 
me  in  a  search  for  the  bodies  of  Messrs.  Moore 
and  Beggs,  who  had  been  dragged  from  their 
dwellings  into  the  bush  and  murdered  bv  the 
Natives,  in  whicb  search  we  were  successful  in 
finding  the    bodies  and    bringing  them    int#> 

camp.  •*  JOHlf  GWYNNJBTH, 

*'  Late  Captain  commanding  B.P.V.C. 

"27th  April,  1869." 

I  desire  at  this  point  to  refer  to  the  more 
important  terms  of  the  Order  in  Cooncil  whicb*. 
instituted  the  decoration.  They  are  to  bo 
found  at  page  127  of  the  Oasette  of  the  lltik 
March,  1869:— 

"The  distinction  shall  only  be  oonferreiL 
upon  those  officers  or  men  who,  when  serving 
in  tbe  presence  of  tbe  enemy,  shall  have  per- 
formed some  signal  act  of  valour  or  devotion  to- 
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their  duty,  or  who  shall  haTe  performed  any 
Tery  intrepid  aoiion  in  the  public  service ;  ana 
neither  rtak,  nor  long  service,  nor  wonnds,  nor 
any  other  cironmsianoe  or  condition  whatever, 
save  merit  of  conspicuous  bravery,  shall  be 
held  to  establish  a  sufficient  claim  to  the 
honour. 

**The  distinction  shall  be  awarded  by  the 
Qovemor  only.  It  shall  not  be  claimed  by  any 
individual  on  his  own  account,  but  the  claim 
must  be  made  in  favour  of  the  person  con- 
sideced  to  be  entitled  to  it  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Force  or  district  to  which  such 
pexBon  belonged,  and  the  Qovemor  shall  call 
for  such  description  and  attestation  of  the  act 
as  he  mav  think  requisite." 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  quotations  that  the 
deoofation  in  New  Zealand  was  intended  to  be 
somewhat  of  the  character  of  the  Victoria 
Oross,  which  had  some  years  before  been  insti- 
stuted  for  special  acts  of  valour  by  soldiers  of 
the  ImperuJ  service  and  Volunteers  serving 
with  them,  and  consequently  was  clearly  in- 
tended to  be  such  a  distinction  as  any  man 
miffht  prise  in  the  very  highest  degree.  But 
although,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  Mr.  Wrigg 
appears  to  have  procured  a  copy  of  the  camp 
order  of  June,  1867,  very  soon  after  the  gazetting 
of  the  Order  in  Council  in  March,  1869,  no- 
thing else  would  seem  to  have  been  done  for 
nearly  thirty  years.  It  was  in  July  of  last 
year,  as  would  appear  from  his  own  evidence, 
that  he  took  any  further  steps  in  the  matter. 
These  steps  were  in  the  direction  of  obtaining 
testimonials  from  some  twenty  persons,  for 
the  most  part  retired  officers  of  the  Imperial 
service  who  personally  knew  nothing  what- 
ever of  the  circumstances,  and  whose  recom- 
mendations were  based  entirely  upon  the 
perusal  of  papers  submitted,  and  probably 
nom  a  relation  of  his  services  by  Mr. 
Wrigg  himself.  Among  these  testimonials 
only  three  are  from  persons  who  were  at 
Opotiki  at  the  time.  Two  of  these  are  by  per- 
sons who  may  be  supposed  to  have  some  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  events  occurring  about 
the  time  when  the  conspicuous  act  of  bravery 
by  Mr.  Wrigg  is  said  to  have  occurred.  The 
fust  is  from  Mr.  Simpson,  formerly  captain  in 
the  2nd  Waikato  Regiment.  It  is  peculiar  in 
stating  that,  in  his  opinion,  any  application  by 
Mr.  Wrigg  for  recognition  of  his  services,  as 
having  volunteered  to  carry  despatches  at  oon- 
■iderahle  risk,  deserved  favourable  considera- 
tion by  the  Defence  Minister.  There  is  not  in 
tikis  testimonial  any  reoommendation  that  Mr* 
Wrigg  should  receive  such  an  exceptional  dis- 
tinction as  the  New  Zealand  Oross.  The  re- 
oommendation is  such  as  might  be  made  in 
hundreds  of  cases  occurring  during  time  of  war. 
The  other  is  from  Mr.  Leaning,  who  merely 
states  he  was  a  trooper  when  Mr.  Wrigg  volun- 
teered to  carry  despatches  during  the  disturb- 
ance of  1867-68— a  very  vague  and  inaccurate 
leferenoe,  seeing  that,  beyond  any  doubt  what- 
ever, Mr.  Wrigg  did  not  serve  in  the  Forces  of 
the  colony  except  for  a  few  months  in  1867. 
He  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Foroes 
la  1868,  and  consequentiy  the  testimonial  is  of 
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little  or  no  value.  Then  there  is  a  letter  from 
Mr.  W.  Bower,  who  says  he  was  at  Opotiki  when 
Mr.  Wrigg  performed  the  act  of  bravery  referred 
to.  This  letter  says  that  Mr.  Wrigg  volunteered 
to  carry  despatches  '*  if  a  trooper  aooomi»anied 
him,"  and  proceeds  to  refer  to  the  expedition  as 
**  most  dangerous,  beiog  along  the  beach,  where 
the  Natives'  were  known  to  be  in  force,  and  the 
rivers  in  flood.'*  There  is  no  doubt  this  is  in- 
accurate. The  Natives — presumably  rebel  Na- 
tives— ^were  not  in  foroe  along  the  beach  when 
the  despatches  were  sent  through.  The  Natives 
were  known  to  have  fled  to  the  interior,  and 
the  road  was  comparatively  safe.  Mr.  Bowers 
goes  on  to  say  that  Mr.  Wrigg  and  the  trooper 
reached  Tauranga  and  **  returned  next  day, 
thus  BuocessfuUy  completing  an  arduous  axid 
successful  duty."  It  will  be  seen  from  a  letter 
I  am  about  to  quote  that  Mr.  Wrigg  was,  in 
collecting  these  testimonials,  openly  advocating 
his  own  claims,  clearly  in  contravention  of  the 
Order  in  Oounoil.  This  is  clear  from  a  letter 
of  his  own  in  the  following  terms : — 

'*  Auckland,  14th  August,  1897. 

**  Sib,— After  getting  to  this  stage  I  find  ai 
the  last  moment  that  the  Order  in  Oounoil  pro- 
vides *  that  the  distinction  shall  not  be  claimed 
by  any  individual  on  his  own  account,  but  the 
claim  must  be  made  in  favour  of  the  person 
considered  to  be  entitled  to  it  by  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  Foroe  or  district.'  Colonel  St. 
John  being  deceased,  will  you,  as  late  Adjutant 
of  the  District,  kindly  forward  any  reoommen- 
dation you  may  be  pleased  to  make. — I  have, 
&o.,  "  Harby  Wrigg, 

"  Late  Comet,  B.P.V.C. 

**  Captain  Bower,  Town  Olerk,  Napier." 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Wrigg  was  up  to  this 
time  pushing  his  own  claim— conduct  which 
was  not  only,  as  I  have  said,  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  Order  in  Council,  but  conduct  un- 
worthy of  any  one  who  might  otherwise  be 
deserving  of  such  a  distinction  as  the  Cross. 
On  this  point  I  should  like  to  quote  the  opinion 
of  an  officer  of  the  Imperial  army.    He  says, — 

«*  When  it  is  remembered  that  in  the  Imperial 
army  it  is  estimated  that  only  one  out  of  every 
170  persons  duly  recommended  for  the  V.O.  is 
finally  approved  by  the  Sovereign,  the  extra- 
ordinary and  unpurohasable  value  placed  on 
this  insignificant-looking  little  bronze  cross 
can  be  more  readily  understood.  On  the  Horse, 
Guards  once  deciding  that  the  brave  action 
under  their  notice  was  not  deserving  of  the. 
V.C.,  no  power  has  ever  been,  or  could  be, 
brought  to  bear  to  cause  them  to  reopen  the 
evidence.  Their  decision  is  final  and  for  all 
time.  Presuming,  however,  that  a  British 
officer,  by  means  of  his  high  eocial  status,  did 
bring  forward  his  own  claim  to  this  distinction^, 
and  made  a  personal  application  for  it,  or,  worse 
still,  by  means  of  his  political  influence  endaa* 
voured  to  obtain  a  rehearing  of  his  claims  be- 
fore the  Horse  Guards,  when  the  facts  once 
became  publicly  known,  *  however  good  and  ' 
brave  a  man  he  might  have  been  before,'  hi^  ■ 
fellow  officers  and  men  would  then  shun  an4 
despise  him  as  an  *  unsoldierly  bnggard.'j_0^ 
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preflUmiDg  it  wae  snggested  to  a  British  officer 
bearing  the  Y.O.  that  he  had  personally  applied 
for  it>  or  that  he  had  hrought  political  infla- 
enee  to  bear  in  obtaining  it,  he  would  resent 
the  insult  as  keenly,  and  probably  in  the  same 
manner,  as  he  would  do  if,  while  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment,  he  was  addressed  as  a  coward." 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— What  are  you  quoting 
from? 

Mr,  G.  HUTCHISON— From  the  letter  of 
an  Imperial  officer.  Further  evidence  I  should 
like  to  quote  on  this  point  is  contained  in  the 
following  extract:— 

"  At  a  military  dinner  given  in  London  some 
few  vears  since,  Colonel  Egerton,  C.B.,  who 
was  himself  twice  highly  recommended  for  the 
V.C.,  but  who  did  not  receive  it,  is  reported  to 
have  said  that  *  Political  influence  and  money 
had  procured  every  imaginable  title  and  honour 
conferrable  in  Great  Britain  at  the  present 
time  with  the  one  solitary  exception  of  the 
decoration  of  the  Victoria  Cross,  which,  thank 
God,  was  still  wholly  and  solely  a  military 
distinction,  and  quite  beyond  the  control  of 
politics  or  capital.  If  once  the  service  allowed 
the  decoration  to  be  prostituted  by  anything 
approaching  political  inflaence,  then  the  high- 
est incentive  to  bravery  of  the  British  soldier 
would  cease  to  exist— the  now  much  prized 
Cross  would  become  a  '*  valueless  bauble."  * " 

As  will  be  seen  from  his  own  letter,  Mr. 
Wrige  discovered  in  the  month  of  August  last 
that  he  was  himself  unable  to  maintain  his 
own  application.  What  he  did  then  was  to 
applv  to  Mr.  Bower,  the  Town  Clerk  in 
Napier,  who  had  been  Adjatant  of  the  District 
at  the  time  when  this  event  is  said  to  have 
ooourred.  It  may  be  remarked  in  passing  that, 
although  Colonel  St.  John  was  dead  at  this 
time,  the  officer  next  in  command,  Major 
Mair,  was  alive,  but  was  not  applied  to  or 
asked  to  give  any  testimony,  for  some  reason 
that  probably  was  sufficient  for  Mr.  Wrigg. 
Mr.  Bower  writes  to  the  Minister  of  Defence 
as  foUows : — 

"  Napier,  26th  August,  1897. 

*'  AppUccUum  New  Zealand  Crass  for  Mr. 
Harry  Wrigg, 

"  Sib,— By  an  Order  in  Council  of  the  10th 
March,  1869,  the  distinction  (the  New  Zealand 
Cross)  shall  not  be  claimed  oy  any  individuaJ 
on  his  own  account,  but  the  claim  must  be 
made  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Force  or 
district. 

*'  In  accordance  with  this  order  (Colonel  St. 
John,  then  commanding  the  district  at  Opo- 
tiki,  being  since  deceased)  it  affords  me  great 
pleasure  to  recommend  Mr.  Harry  Wrigg,  late 
comet,  Bay  of  Plenty  Volunteer  Cavalry,  to  be 
a  recipient  of  this  highly  coveted  distinction,  to 
which,  in  my  opinion,  he  is  fully  entitled  for 
biff  act  of  bravery  in  voluntarily  canning 
despatches  from  Opotiki  to  Tauranga  (and 
vetuming)  through  a  oountzy  swarming  with 
hostile  Natives  along  the  route,  when  only  the 
dfvf  before  they  had  murdered  two  old  settlers 
(Mr.  Bennett  White  and  the  mailman,  whose 
name  I  forget),  and  at  a  time  when  the  rivers 
Mr,  G.  HuUhison 


were  in  high  flood  and  ezoeediBgiy  dangeroas 
to  cross. 

*<  Strictly  speaking,  perhaps  I  should  not 
be  now  making  this  application,  as  I  was  not 
*  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Force  or  dis- 
trict,' but  I  was  District  Adjutant  (through 
whom  all  orders  were  issued),  and  I  am  quite 
certain  that  had  the  late  Colonel  St.  John  been 
alive  he  would  have  made  every  effort  to  obtain 
the  decoration  for  Mr.  Wdgg.  It  may  be  said 
also  that  the  claim  should  have  been  made 
before,  but  I  respectfully  submit,  amongst 
others,  as  a  precedent  that  Colonel  McDonnell 
received  his  Cross  in  1886  for  an  aot  of  bravery 
in  1863,  or  twenty-three  years  after. 

"  A  perusal  of  the  accompanying  documents 
will,  I  feel  sure,  enable  you  to  strongly  recom- 
mend Mr.  Wrigg's  claim  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor's  most  favourable  consideration. — I 
have,  Ac,  "  W.  W.  Bowbb, 

<*  Late  District  Adjutant,  Opotiki. 

"  Hon.  T.  Thompson,  Defence  Minister." 

Before  passing  to  the  events  as  they  are 
believed  to  have  really  happened  at  Opotiki,  I 
would  point  out  that  the  case  referred  to  in 
this  letter — that  of  Colonel  McDonnell— as 
supporting  the  claim    of    Mr.    Wrigg  cannot 

SDSsibly  apply,  because  the  recommendation  of 
olonel  McDonnell  was  made  time  and  again 
in  contemporary  despatches. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— And  refused. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— And  refused  for  a 
time ;  but  the  distinction  between  the  two 
cases  is  this:  that  the  recommendation  of 
Colonel  McDonnell  was  made  at  the  time  by 
the  officer  commanding  the  Force  in  the  district, 
while  in  Wrigg's  case  there  was  no  recom- 
mendation by  the  officer  commanding  the  Force 
or  district,  nor  any  application  till  more  than 
thirty  years  after  the  event.  Colonel  St.  John 
— or  Major  St.  John  as  he  was  at  the  time  of 
the  happening  of  these  events — was  alive  for 
ten  years  after — up  to  1877— yet  no  application 
is  known  to  have  been  made  within  that  period 
to  him  for  any  certificate.  Nor  did  he  at 
any  time  make  any  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Wrigg.  In  that  interval  Mr.  Wrigg  got  the 
New  Zealand  medal,  and  I  am  informed — 
I  state  it  only  as  hearsay — that  so  f ar  aa 
Colonel  St.  John's  estimation  of  Mr.  Wrigg's 
service  may  be  of  importance  —  that,  with 
reference  to  the  bestowal  of  even  the  war 
medal,  which  hundreds  got  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Colonel  St.  John  expressed  himself  aa 
astonished  at  Mr.  Wrigg  receiving  it,  and  added 

^o  Q  that  the  only  time  he  ever  saw  Wrigg 
in  action  was  under  conditions  whioh 
would  certainly  not  entitle  him  to  a  medal  of 
any  kind  whatsoever.  As  to  the  true  facts, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  Bennett  White,  an  old 
settler  on  the  East  Coast,  who  had  been  a 
witness  against  the  Ureweras  on  the  FuUoon 
murder  case  some  time  previously,  and  a  half- 
caste  named  Wiremu  Popata,  who  acted  aa 
mail-carrier,  were  both  massacred  within  a  few 
miles  of  Opotiki  on  the  26th  June,  1867.  Some 
Natives  who  were  passing  along  the  beach  latez 
on  in  the  day  saw  the  severed  head  of  Bennett 
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White  staok  on  a  rook,  and  other  evidenoes 
-ol  brutal  murder.  They  reported  this  at  onoe 
at  Opotiki,  where  Major  St.  John  was  in  oharge. 
He  at  once  tent  a  party  to  bring  in  the  remains. 
The  party  which  went  out  and  brought  in  the 
remains  reported  that  tbey  had  traoed  the  Na- 
tives who  had  probably  committed  the  murders 
away  baok  inland.  They  were  believed,  no  dou  bt 
oorreotly,  to  be  a  party  of  Ureweras  who  had  oome 
•down  to  the  beacb  from  the  fastnesses  of  the  in- 
terior and  waylaid  the  two  men  whose  remains 
were  found  as  already  described.  The  party 
reported  that  the  route  along  the  beach  was 
a^dn  clear.  On  that  report  St.  John  proceeded 
to  oiganize  a  foroe  to  proceed  inland  with  a 
▼iew  of  cutting  off  the  retroat  of  the  Uroweras. 
Ai  the  same  time  he  arranged  for  despatches 
being  sent  along  the  beach- road  to  Tauranga,  so 
as  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the  officers  in 
.command  at  other  places  on  the  coast.  Whether 
Wrigg,  who  was  then  acting  as  comet  in  the 
Cavalry  Volunteers,  went  is  a  matter  of  some 
doubt.  It  may  be  as  well  to  assume  he  did  go, 
but  the  person  intrusted  with  the  despatches 
was  undoubtedly  Trooper  McDonald.  Mr. 
J.  F.  Connolly,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
oorps  at  the  same  time,  and  is  still  alive,  says 
that  when  he  read  that  Wrigg  had  got  this 
Cross  for  carrying  the  despatches  it  fairly  stag- 
gered him.    He  adds : — 

'*  I  remember  the  occasion  perfectly.  I  saw 
MoDonald  start  at  7  p.m.  He  got  a  bottle  of 
mm  from  Black's  Hotel — the  Masonic — which 
he  stuck  into  his  jumper,  saying  it  would  keep 
him  warm  Wrigg  was  not  with  him,  and 
none  of  us  new  he  went  at  all.  There  was 
absolutely  no  danger.  It  is  not  usual  for 
«n  officer,  or  acting  officer,  to  accompany  a 
trooper  carrying  despatches.  I  served  in  the 
troop  for  fourteen  years,  and  on  every  expedi- 
tion since  its  formation  till  we  tendered  our 
resignations.  Wrigg  was  never  with  us.  If  he 
ever  merited  any  medal  during  his  short  stay 
in  Opotiki  Major  St.  John  was  just  the  man  to 
recommend  it.  Major  Mair  took  over  the  com- 
mand when  Major  St.  John  left." 

I  have  looked  up  the  contemporary  records  of 
the  time  by  referring  to  the  newspapers  which 
had  oorrespondents  at  Opotiki  and  other  points 
in  the  disturbed  district,  and  in  no  instance  is 
then  any  roferonce  made  to  any  service  by  Mr. 
Wrigg.  With  a  view  of  testing  the  estimate  in 
which  Wrigg  was  held  by  his  comrades  about 
the  time  of  the  alleged  act  of  bravery,  I  have 
been  supplied  with  an  extract  from  the  minutes 
of  the  troop,  dated  the  10th  August,  1867>- 
that  is,  within  a  couple  of  months  of  the  date 
on  which  he  is  said  to  have  distinguished  him- 
self :-> 

<*  Proposed  by  Oorporal  Dette,  seconded  by 
Trooper  Kirwan :  That  the  Oommanding  Officer 
be  requested  to  recommend  the  Government  to 
•cancel  the  oommission  of  Oornet  Wrigg  in  the 
event  of  his  not  sending  in  his  resignation  to 
the  oorpe  within  one  month  of  this  date. — 
•Carried." 

It  is  hardly  conceivable,  if  Mr.  Wrigg  per- 
iormed  an  act  of  conspicuous  bravery  in  June, 
4faat  he  would  within  two  months,  by  the  roso- 


lution  of  his  comrades,  have  been  called  upon 
to  retiro  from  the  troop.  About  ten  moiUhs 
later  Captain  Gwynneth,  who  made  the  re- 
commendation indorsed  on  the  camp  orders 
abready  quoted,  and  which  appear  to  be  the 
testimony  on  which  the  various  certificates  of 
last  year  were  based,  was  himself  asked  to  re* 
tiro.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  incident  nar* 
rated  in  that  indorsement,  of  Mr.  Wrigg  hav- 
ing, "  whilst  yet  in  the  saddle,"  on  his  rotum 
from  the  ride  to  Tauranga,  gone  out  on  the 
expedition  to  search  for  the  bodies  of  the 
other  two  murderod  settlers,  named  Moore 
and  Beggs,  is  corroct.  At  any  rate,  the 
dates  do  not  tally.  Mr.  Wrigg  is  said  by 
Mr.  Bower  to  have  rotumed  from  Tauranga 
the  day  after  he  left  Opotiki,  which  would  be 
the  dOth  June,  while  it  undoubtedly  ap- 
pears from  the  contemporary  rocords  that 
the  expedition  to  search  for  the  bodies  of  the 
other  murdered  settlers  was  on  the  Srd  July. 
But  I  must  hurry  on,  beoause  I  find  my  time  is 
almost  up.  I  will  close  this  painful  subject  by 
reading  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bower,  the  man 
who  made  the  rocommendation  on  which  this 
Gross  was  conferred.  It  roads  as  follows : — 
"Napier,  aOth  April,  1898. 

**  .  .  ,  Re  Wrigg's  Cross :  I  remember  all 
about  it,  and,  what's  mora,  I  am  to  blame  for 
his  getting  it.  He  wrote  asking  me  to  apply 
for  him,  as  St.  John  was  dead,  and  he  (Wngg), 
according  to  the  rogulations,  could  not  apply 
himself.  As  I  was  District  Adjutant  at  Opo- 
tiki at  the  time,  I  remember  the  circumstances. 
I  wrote  to  the  Defence  Office,  just  stating  the 
bare  facts,  and  telling  him  at  the  same  time 
that  he  had  no  more  chance  of  getting  it  than 
I  had.  However,  as  you  know,  he  did  get  it, 
or,  rather,  it  was  awarded  him,  which,  I  sup- 
pose, is  much  the  same  thing.  JPerhaps  he  de- 
served it,  and  perhaps  he  didn't,  any  mora 
than  poor  old  *  Paul-up-atree '  [a  Maori], 
who,  when  he  really  was  in  a  funk,  had  the 
pluck  to  let  every  one  see  it.  Peace  be  to  hia 
ashes  1  You  have  alreadv  got  the  hang  of  the 
thing,  so  I  need  not  dwell  on  this  infernal  sub- 
ject any  more." 

Here,  then.  Sir,  is  what  should  be  a  great 
distinction  conferred  under  a  rocommendation 
which  was  not  within  the  terms  of  the  Order 
in  Oouncil,  and  conferrod  after  an  interval  of 
thirty  years  upon  doubtful  evidence  and  with- 
out due  consideration.  Such  a  thing  was  never 
heard  of  before.  There  is,  fortunately,  no  pre- 
cedent for  it,  and  probably  there  will  be  no 
succession,  for,  after  such  an  abuse  of  honour, 
no  one  will  oare  to  accept  it.  Even  those  who 
have  won  it  will,  if  this  indignity  be  not  ro- 
moved,  feel  inclined  to  cast  their  Grosses  on 
the  scrap-heap. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Auckland).- It  is  true 
that  Mr.  Wrigg  made  application  for  the  New 
Zealand  Cross,  and  the  department  rof  used  to 
grant  it  in  the  first  instance  because  he  had  not 
complied  with  the  order,  but  had  made  the 
application  himself.  Later  on,  as  stated  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  a  letter  came  from  the 
officer  who,  I  believe,  was  next  in  command. 
From  the  correspondence  it  would  appear  that 
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Mi.  Wxlgg  had  not  solioifeed  him  to  make  the 
applioatioiii  but  simply  said  be  had  made  a 
mistake  in  applying  himself,  and  had  asked 
him  if  be  wished  to  say  anything  in  connection 
with  the  matter,  as  he  knew  the  cironmstaDces 
of  the  case.  There  was  a  lot  of  correspondence 
In  connection  with  the  matter,  and  there  were 
▼ery  strong  recommendations — ^much  stronger 
than  those  read  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
against  it.  The  whole  matter  was  fully  con- 
sidered, and  it  was  decided  to  grant  tbe  Cross 
to  Mr.  Wrigg.  I  wish  to  point  out  here  that 
we  have  heard  a  great  deal  from  the  honour- 
able gentleman  about  a  resolution  entered  on 
tiie  regimental  books,  and  afterwards  that  a 
Oaptain  Gwynneth,  I  understood  him  to  say, 
who  was  responsible  for  that  minute,  was  asked 
to  retire  from  the  oorpe  himself,  and  did  so 
retire. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— He  was  not  respon- 
sible for  the  minute,  but  for  the  recommenda- 
tion on  the  back  of  the  order. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— Well,  it  would  be  no 
evidence  against  Mr.  Wrigg's  fitness  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  decoration  that  some  spite- 
ful comrades  should  take  part  in  such  an  action 
as  was  described  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
In  the  papers  in  connection  with  the  matter  the 
recommendations  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wrigg  were 
supported  by  men  who  were  as  competent  to 
form  an  opinion  as  the  writer  of  the  letter  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  alluded  to.  The 
matter  was  fully  examined  into,  and,  taking  all 
the  circumstances  into  consideration,  it  was  de- 
cided to  grant  the  decoration .  Mr.  Wrigg's  own 
explanation  as  to  why  he  was  not  recommended 
for  the  honour  is  this :  He  says  he  was  a  young 
fellow  at  the  time,  and  that  he  did  not  care 
about  tbe  honour;  but  that  now,  when  he  is 
getting  up  in  years,  he  would  like  to  have  the 
Cross  to  hand  down  in  his  family.  He  says, 
too,  that  Colonel  St.  John  offered  to  recom- 
mend him  for  the  honour,  and  that  he  made 
a  mistake  in  afterwards  applying  for  it  him- 
self. The  whole  matter,  as  I  say,  was  fully 
gone  into,  and  I  think  any  unprejudiced  person 
knowing  the  facts  as  they  were  laid  before  the 
Government  would  say  tnat  we  were  warranted 
in  bestowing  the  honour  upon  him.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  admit,  however,  that  probably  the 
time  has  arrived  when  the  issue  of  these 
decorations  should  be  stopped. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— I  think  the  only  part 
of  the  honourable  member's  speech  that  is 
worth  recording  is  the  last  sentence,  in  which 
he  says  that  applications  for  the  distinction  of 
the  New  Zealand  Cross  should  be  no  longer 
received.  The  member  for  Patea  so  judiciously 
stated  tbe  case  that  it  is  impossible,  I  think, 
that  one  can  say  a  single  word  to  enforce  the 
arguments  he  used.  1  have  myself  received 
long  communications  from  various  persons  in 
connection  with  the  bestowal  of  the  Cross  on 
Mr.  Wrigg,  and  without  exception  I  gather 
that  no  person  who  was  in  or  about  Opotiki 
at  the  time  when  the  alleged  services  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  rendered,  and  who  really 
knew  the  circumstances,  believes  the  Cross  was 
earned.  Why  did  not  the  department  go  on 
Mr.  T.  Thompson 


the  common-sense  principle  of  saying  that  if  the 
man  had  not  received  the  Cross  for  &irty  years 
he  could  not  possibly  be  entitled  to  it  ?  Does 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  believe  for  an  instant 
the  story  told  to  him  by  Mr.  Wrigg— that  hia 
commanding  officer  felt  that  he  was  entitled 
to  the  Victoria  Cross,  was  about  to  reconunend 
him,  but  that  because  the  young  man  was  in- 
different to  the  honour  Colonel  St.  John  did 
not  especially  mention  him  as  deserving  the 
distinction  ?  If  he  had  been  deemed  worthy  I 
cannot  believe  that  the  commanding  officer 
would  not  have  recommended  him  for  such  a 
distinction.  These  honours  are  never  conferred 
at  the  solicitation  of  the  possible  recipient. 
They  are  recommended  after  the  most  cajreful 
consideration  and  inquiry  as  to  facts  by  the 
officer  commanding.  The  Order  in  Council^ 
dated  10th  March,  1869,  is  perfectly  clear.  It 
says,— 

*'The  distinction  shall  be  awarded  by  the 
Governor  only.  It  shall  npt  be  claimed  by  any 
individual  on  his  own  account,  but  the  claim 
must  be  made  in  favour  of  the  person  con- 
sidered to  be  entitled  to  it  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Force  or  district  to  which  such 
person  belonged,  and  the  Governor  shall  call  for 
such  description  and  attestation  of  the  act  as 
he  may  think  requisite." 

Here  we  have  the  fact  that  the  most  essential 
part  in  the  bestowing  of  the  Cross  is  that  there 
shall  have  been  no  touting  for  the  distinction ; 
and  yet  it  is  perfectly  certain — in  fact,  it  is  on 
record— that  if  Wrigg  had  not  taken  steps  by 
touting  to  get  the  Cross  bestowed  on  him  the 
question  of  his  deserving  it  would  never  have 
been  raised.  And  how,  then,  did  he  set  to 
work  ?  He  writes  to  a  gentleman  who  thirty 
years  before  was  an  officer  in  the  Force.  I  did 
not  gather  even  that  he  was  second  in  com- 
mand ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  he  was  not  the 
officer  in  command,  and  he  knew  nothing 
officially  of  the  circumstances  unless  by  hear- 
say. It  is  true  that  thirty  years  afterwards, 
at  the  express  solicitation  of  Mr.  Wrigg,  he 
wrote  a  letter  on  which  the  Defence  Office 
chose  to  act;  and  we  have  a  most  extra- 
ordinary circumstance,  which,  really,  if  one 
met  with  it  in  a  three- volume  novel  one  would 
scarcely  believe  possible.  The  very  gentlemaa 
who  recommended  what  in  military  life  is  the 
highest  distinction  a  man  can  gain,  and  who 
wrote  a  letter  bearing  testimony  to  the  act 
of  valour,  a  couple  of  months  after  savs  em- 
phatically the  man  is  not  entitled  to  the  dis- 
tinction at  all.  And  yet  it  was  his  authority 
the  Minister  quoted,  and  it  was  on  his  re- 
commendation the  Cross  was  bestowed  on  Mr. 
Wrigg.  Sir,  I  have  a  volume  of  correspondence 
on  the  subject,  each  extract  going  to  show  that 
this  Mr.  Wrigg  was  in  no  way  entitled  to  special 
distinction.  But  there  are  names  of  persons 
given  to  me  who  could  have  been  called  upon 
to  give  evidence,  but  were  not.  I  suppose,  the 
Cross  having  been  bestowed,  it  is  impossible  to 
withdraw  the  dlstinctiQn,  but  I  have  names,, 
and  one  particularly  distinguished  name — 
Major  Mair— who  should  be  called  upon  to 
give  evidence  as  to  the  actual  facts  of  the  case* 
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Sir,  I  am  afraid  the  Hon.  the  Minister  has 
allowed  his  good  nature  to  run  away  with  his 
jndgmeDt — ^uat  he  has,  in  faot,  upon  the  so- 
licitation and  representations  of  the  applicant 
himself,  presumed  to  jadge  oiroumstances 
which  happened  thirty  years  ago.  I  suppose 
it  is  almost  unexampled,  if  it  is  not  completely 
xmezampled,  in  the  nistory  of  the  bestowal  of 
distinctions,  of  a  man.  upon  his  own  solicita- 
tion, thirty  years  after  the  event,  being  given  so 
distinguished  a  mark  of  military  honour  as  the 
bestowal  of  the  Gross.  But,  Sir,  I  cannot  help 
ihinking  that  the  Minister  would  do  well  now, 
for  the  credit  of  the  department,  and  also  to 
prevent  another  occasion  such  as  this  in  the 
tnture,  if  he  instituted  an  exhaustive  inquiry 
into  the  facts.  I  think,  for  his  own  credit  and 
tiie  credit  of  Mr.  Wrigg,  he  would  do  well  to 
•et  up  some  tribunal  to  which  shall  be  referred 
4he  question  as  to  whether  this  Gross  has  been 
improperly  bestowed.  For  my  own  part,  I 
thmk  it  was  a  misfortune  that  this  branch  of 
a  great  distinction  was  ever  created.  I  think 
the  Victoria  Gross  should  have  been  bestowed 
upon  men  worthy  of  it,  of  the  Golonial  or  Indian 
Services;  and  if  such  had  been  the  case  I 
venture  to  say  we  would  never  have  seen  Mr. 
Wrigg  with  that  distinction  conferred  upon 
him,  for  exhaustive  inquiry  would  have  been 
made.  But  we  have  distinct  evidence  here 
that,  on  account  of  the  solicitation  of  a  parti- 
cular man  for  his  own  decoration,  a  great  dis- 
tinction has  been  very  doubtfuUy  bestowed. 
I  will  not  say  political  influence  has  been 
hroagfat  to  bear,  because  I  do  not  know  that  to 
be  the  case ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  about 
it  that  if  the  case  had  been  remitted  to  a 
proper  military  tribunal  there  would  have 
been  no  bestowal  of  the  Gross.  I  do  urge 
the  Minister  to  consider  the  wisdom,  for  the 
honour  of  other  wearers  of  the  Gross  and  for 
the  credit  of  Mr.  Wrigg,  of  having  careful  and 
exhaustive  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of 
his  having  deserved  the  Gross.  If  it  can  be 
possibly  shown  that  he  did  do  a  single  act  of 
valour,  why,  by  all  means  let  the  Gross  be 
honourably  worn  by  him.  But  I  would  just 
read  a  paragraph  here  which,  at  any  rate,  goes 
to  show  that  tne  service  itself  was  not  one  of 
any  extraordinary  merit : — 

"Some  friendly  Natives  coming  to  Opotiki 
along  the  beach  after  the  occurrence  reported 
having  seen  a  white  man's  head  stuck  up  on 
the  rocks.  Major  St.  John  immediately  sent 
oat  a  party  to  fetch  in  the  bodies  and  try  and 
ascertain  what  direction  the  marauders  had 
gone  in.  This  party  returned  to  Opotiki  with 
the  bodies,  and  reported  the  marauders  had, 
from  their  tracks,  started  inland  as  if  to  get 
back  to  .the  Urewera  country.  Major  St.  John 
then  wrote  a  despatch  to  Major  Mair,  who  was 
at  Tauranga,  to  return  to  Opotiki ;  also  to 
Oolonel  Harrington  and  Mr.  Gommissioner 
"Olark,  reporting  what  had  taken  place,  and 
immediately  started  inland  wich  an  armed 
party  to  try  to  out  oil  the  marauders  before 
they  reaohM  the  Urewera  country,  at  the  same 
tune  despatching  trooper  McDonald  to  Tau- 
iranga  with  the  despatches.    Now ,  if  Wrigg  went 


with  McDonald  he  was  not  sent  by  the  com- 
manding officer,  Major  St.  John.  At  the  time 
Trooper  McDonald  left  Opotiki  for  Tauranga 
the  whole  coast-line  over  which  he  had  to 
travel  was  comparatively  safe,  an  armed  par^ 
having  but  just  brought  in  the  bodies  and 
another  armed  party  having  gone  inland  to  try 
and  cut  off  the  marauders.  Had  not  Major  St. 
John  thought  it  safe  he  would  not  have  sent 
Trooper  McDonald  alone,  but  would  have  sent 
an  escort  of  the  Bay  of  Plenty  Volunteer  Gavalry 
as  far  as  Ohiwa  with  him,  after  which  the  whole 
distance  to  Tauranga  was  quite  safe,  being  in 
the  hands  of  the  Arawa  and  other  friendly 
Natives,  our  allies." 

Well,  Sir,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  accurately 
gauge  the  value  of  this  testimony,  but  it  all 
goes  in  the  same  direction— to  show  that  there 
was  no  signal  act  of  valour  performed,  that 
if  there  had  been  a  signal  act  of  valour  per- 
formed it  was  not  by  Mr.  Wrigg,  and  his  own 
commanding  officer  tnought  there  was  no  par- 
ticular act  of  valour. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— As  with  every  question  that 
comes  before  this  House  from  that  side  of  the 
House,  there  are  two  sides  to  it,  and  we  have 
heard  an  indictment  of  a  man  who  performed 
a  most  meritorious  and  dangerous  act,  and 
risked  his  life,  as  has  been  well  known  to  those 
who  are  best  able  to  judge;  and  here  in  my 
hand  I  hold  communications  from  officers 
commanding.  The  honourable  member  for 
Patea,  we  are  told  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, made  a  calm,  dispassionate,  and  judicial 
speech,  and  only  put  it  before  the  House  in 
such  a  calm  and  judicial  manner  that  it  must 
convey  conviction.  That  was  the  speech  of  a 
Grown  prosecutor.  I  will  not  say  that  his 
evidence  was  concocted,  but  it  was  secured 
and  intended  to  affect,  and  possibly  affects, 
something  within  the  honourable  member's 
knowledge  which  he  kept  from  the  House. 
Not  content  with  that,  but  we  must  have  the 
dead  Golonel  St.  John.  It  is  not  right  that 
words  of  a  dead  man  should  be  brought  in — 
that  we  are  to  have  what  Golonel  St.  John 
said,  or  that  the  inference  shpuld  be  de- 
duced from  them  that  on  some  particu- 
lar occasion  Gornet  Wrigg  had  not  been 
performing  his  duties  as  a  true  soldier.  It 
is  scarcely  fair  to  the  recipient,  to  the  Go- 
vernment, or  to  the  House.  The  honour- 
able member  has  taken  care  to  compile  and 
place  on  record,  and  detract  from  the  distinc- 
tion conferred  on  Gornet  Wrig^,  and  he  has 
taken  this  opportunity  of  doing  it  and  putting 
it  on  record,  no  doubt  with  a  two-fold  object. 
What  did  he  care  so  much  whether  the  Vic- 
toria Gross  goes  on  a  breast  not  entitled  to  wear 
it?  That  is  not  what  he  cares  about.  The 
idea  he  had  when  he  rose  was  to  throw  dis- 
credit on  the  Government — a  party  speech.  Sir, 
not  a  judicial  speech.  But  let  me  call  atten- 
tion to  this  :  The  honourable  member  told 
the  House  clearly  and  distinctly  that  Gornet 
Wrigg  had  never  been  on  this  expedition  at 
all.  He  said  there  was  a  Trooper  McDonald 
who  started  from  some  publicnouse  with  a 
bottle  of  rum  under  his  jacket ;  and  the  honour- 
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Able  member  wished  the  Hoase  to  believe  that 
Comet  Wrigg  never  was  on  this  expedition  at 
all.  That  is  what  he  wished  to  oonvey.  I  say, 
in  respect  to  this  matter,  there  is  always  much 
jealousy  when  one  man  is  selected  for  distinc- 
tion over  others.  I  was  not  Minister  of  De- 
fence so  long  without  seeing,  when  the  different 
claims  came  before  me,  that  as  soon  Cks  one 
man  had  justice  served  out  to  him  some  one 
immediately  commenced  to  assail  him  and 
say  he  was  not  entitled  to  the  award.  I 
could  show  you  letter  after  letter  of  that  kind, 
where  the  officers  commanding  and  others 
have  supported  applications  to  the  Qovemment 
for  the  New  Zealand  Gross  and  other  distinc- 
tions and  medals.  It  is  always  the  case,  whe- 
ther in  politics  or  in  business — the  successful 
man  always  creates  enmity.  But  here,  Sir,  is 
an  extract  from  the  camp  orders  of  the  captain 
commanding : — 

"  Opotiki,  28th  June,  1867. 

"  Comet  Wrigg  and  Trooper  McDonald  will 
proceed  to-morrow  to  Tauranga,  with  de- 
spatches to  Colonel  Harrington  or  officer  com- 
manding the  district,  and  await  his  reply  (if 
any),  report  themselves  to  him,  and  return  with 
all  speed,  taking  two  days'  rations  with  them. 
"John  Gwynnbth, 
"  Captain  commanding  B.P.V.C. 

"True  extract. — John  Gwynnbth,  Capt., 
B.P.V.C." 

Here  is  the  proof  of  the  order— an  indorse- 
ment on  the  back  of  it : — 

"Comet  Wrigg  and  Trooper  McDonald 
volunteered  for  the  within-named  service,  at 
a  time  of  great  danger,  as  the  Natives  were 
known  to  be  in  force  in  the  vicinity ;  and  the 
road  they  had  to  travel  was  that  upon  which 
Bennett  White  and  the  mailman  had  been 
murdered  only  the  day  previously,  and  abound- 
ing with  every  facility  for  ambuscades. 

"On  the  evening  immediately  after  their 
tetum  from  this  duty  (which  was  performed 
with  great  credit  to  themselves),  and  whilst 
yet  in  the  saddle,  they  accompapied  and  as- 
sisted me  in  a  search  for  the  bodies  of  Messrs. 
Moore  and  Beggs,  who  had  been  dragged  from 
their  dwellings  into  the  bush  and  murdered  by 
the  Natives ;  in  which  search  we  were  success- 
ful in  finding  the  bodies  and  bringing  them 
into  camp. 

"John  Gwynnbth, 
"  Late  Captain  commanding  B.P.V.C. 

"  27th  April,  1869." 

There  is  the  fact  that  he  volunteered  to  per- 
form the  duty.  It  is  a  matter  of  record.  Then, 
we  have  here  the  reply  which  was  given  by 
Captain  Bower,  late  District  Adjutant,  Bay 
of  Plenty  District,  and  H.M.  10th  Hnssan 
(now  Town  Clerk  of  Napier) : — 

"Napier,  24th  July,  1897. 

"  Dbab  Sib,—- In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating 
my  recollection  of  what  occurred  at  Opotiki, 
when  you  volunteered  to  ride  with  despatches 
to  Tauranga. 

"  When  Bennett  White  was  found  murdered 
by  the  hostile  Natives,  the  late  Colonel  St. 
Mr.S^ddon 


John,  then  commanding  the  district,  called 
for  volunteers  to  ride  with  despatches  to  Tau- 
ranga, when  Cornet  Wrigg,  of  the  B.P.V. 
Cavalry,  at  once  rode  to  the  front  and  said  he 
would  go  if  a  trooper  would  accompany  him ; 
this  a  trooper  whose  name  I  forget  volun- 
teered to  do.  The  two  were  sent.  Their  ser- 
vice was  most  dangerous,  their  route  being 
along  the  beach,  where  Natives  were  known  to 
be  in  force,  and  the  rivers  in  flood.  They 
reached  Tauranga,  and  returned  from  thence 
to  Opotiki  the  next  day,  thus  successfully 
completing  an  arduous  and  very  dangerous 
duty. — I  am,  Ac, 

"M.  W.  BOWBB, 
"  Late  District  Adjutant,  Opotiki." 

I  look  upon  the  second  letter  as  the  reply  to- 
some  one  whom  he  had  received  a  communi- 
cation from,  probably  blaming  him  for  making, 
the  recommendation— and  he  has  thought,  "I 
must  tone  it  down."  That  is  why  he  hae- 
toned  down  the  second  letter.  I  simply  say 
it  is  disgraceful  to  ask  him  the  question.  As 
to  Bower,  having  given  the  recommendation 
to  the  Government  with  a  due  sense  of  re- 
sponsibilitv,  I  do  not  care  who  he  is, 
or  what  he  may  be,  he  is  not  one  who- 
reflects  much  credit  upon  those  who  put  him 
where  he  is,  and  he  is  no  soldier.  Luckily  for 
the  Government,  we  did  not  depend  upon  hia 
recommendation.  We  have  here  the  following 
letter  from  Captain  Percival,  late  of  H.M.  55th 
Regiment,  and  Colonial  Forces : — 

"Normanby,  Gratton  Street,  Melbourne, 
4th  August,  1897. 

"  SiB,— Having  served  with  the  Expedi- 
tionary Field  Force  on  the  East  Coast  in 
1865-67,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  I  am 
fully  aware  of  the  valuable  services  performed 
by  Comet  Harry  Wrigg  on  many  occasions 
during  that  campaign,  but  more  especially  at 
the  time  when  Bennett  White  and  others 
were  massacred,  his  having  volunteered  to> 
carry  despatches,  a  very  dangerous  feat  indeed, 
considering  that  the  country  between  Opotiki 
and  Tauranga  was  swarming  with  the  enemy,, 
and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  entitled  to  the 
New  Zealand  Cross— in  fact,  this  decoration 
has  been  bestowed  for  less  bravery  than  dis- 
played by  him. — I  have,  (fee, 

"  H.  H.  Pbboiyal, 
Late  H.M.  55th  Regiment,  and  Captain 
in  Colonial  Forces. 
"  The  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
Wellington." 

Then  we  have  the  following  certificate  from 
Captain  Leonard  Simpson,  late  2nd  Waikato 
Regiment  :— 

"  This  is  to  certify  that  I  was  in  Opotiki  at 
the  time  Bennett  White  and  the  mailman  were 
killed  on  the  beach  near  that  place,  and  when 
Comet  Wrigg  volunteered  to  carry  despatches ' 
to  7&aranga. 

*'In  volunteering  for  this  duty  Comet  Wrigg 
ran  very  considerable  risk,  not  only  from  the 
hostile  Natives,  but  also  from  the  flooded  state 
of  the  nvers,  and  I  consider  him  fully  entitled 
to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Hon.  the 
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DetaiM  Minister  in  any  application  he  may 
•make  for  a  recognition  oi  enoh  seryioe. 
**Ijbohd.  Simpson, 
Iiate  Captain  2nd  Waikato  Regiment. 
<«Maketa,  2nd  August,  1897." 
Trooper  Leaning,  B.P.V.G.,  certifies  d&  fol- 
lows :— 

*•  Wellesley  Street  East,  Auckland, 
18th  August,  1897. 
"  I  oertiff  that  I  was  a  trooper  in  the  B.P.V. 
Cavalry  when  Bennet  White  and  mailman 
were  murdered,  and  when  Cornet  Wrigg  stepped 
forward  and  volunteered  to  carry  despatches 
in  the  disturbances  of  1867  and  1868. 

<*  OeOBOX  H.  IiBAKIHa." 

We  have  the  Grown  Prosecutor,  and  he  ob- 
jeots  now  when  he  has  given  evidence  he  can- 
not get  behind.  The  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  put  this  on  record,  and  in  justice  to  Mr. 
Wxigg  I  am  bound  to  do  so.  Then,  we  have 
the  following  letter  addressed  to  the  Defence 
Minister  from  Colonel  Creagh,  late  42nd  Boyal 
Highlanders  (**  The  Black  Watch,'*)  :^ 

"  Auckland,  8rd  August,  1897. 

**  Sib, — I  have  read  and  inquired  into  the 
oiroumstanoes  connected  |with  the  services  in 
the  Waikato  war  of  Mr.  H.  Wrigg,  late  Comet, 
B.P.V.C,  and  especially  with  regard  to  his 
having  volunteered  and  successfully  carried 
despatohes  through  the  enemy's  country  on 
the  29th  June,  1867. 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  was 
an  act  of  bravery  equal  to  many  I  have  known 
for  which  the  distinguished-service  order  for 
officers,  and  the  distinguished -service  medal  for 
N.C.  offioeis  and  privates,  in  the  Imperial  army 
have  been  awarded. 

**  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Wrigg  is  making 
application  for  the  consideration  of  his  claim 
to  the  N.Z.  Cross,  and  I  venture  to  express  a 
hope  that  from  the  hands  of  our  liberal-minded 
Government,  and  especially  at  a  time  when 
men's  past  services  are  being  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,   Mr. 
Wrigg  may  yet  receive,  though  long  deferred,  the 
coveted  *  Cross  of  New  Zealand.' — I  have,  &c., 
**  A.  M.  Cbbagh, 
Lieut.-Col.,  late  42nd  Xtoyal  Highlanders, 
(* The  Black  Watch'). 
"  The  Hon.  T.  Thompson, 

Minister  of  Defence,  Wellington." 

An  Hon.  Mshbbb. — That  was  in  1897— last 
year. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh,  these  judicial  members 
— how  pleased  they  are  now  something  is  to  be 
said  on  the  other  side.  How  calm  and  dispas- 
sionate they  are.  All  they  want  to  do  is  to 
saye  this  Cross,  so  that  the  men  to  whom  it  is 
presented  may  wear  it  with  pride,  and  that, 
by  being  unworthily  presented,  it  should  never 
be  dishonoured.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself  bears  a  cross,  and  he  bears  it 
badly.  Captain  Armstrong,  late  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's 14th  Regiment,  writes  as  follows  :— 

"Devonport,  Auckland,  Ist  August,  1897. 

*'  Dbar  Sm, — Having  carefully  read  over  and 
oonsidered  the  documents  submitted  to  me 
with  refflrenoe  to  your  brave  conduct  in  volun- 


teering to  oarry  des'imtohes  at  the  time  the 
murders  were  committed  by  the  Natives  at 
Opotiki  in  July,  1867,  I  fully  endorse  the 
opinions  expressed  by  officers  of  known  ezperi- 
enoe  that  you  are  entitled  to  the  New  Zealand 
Cross  for  valour. 

**  I  write  as  one  who  knows,  for  I  served  on 
active  service  through  the  Crimean  and  Wai- 
kato campaigns,  and  had  the  honour  of  being 
mentioned  in  General's  despatohes  for  distin- 
guished conduct  under  fire ;  but  I  do  not  look 
upon  it  as  in  any  way  equal  to  your  daring 
ride. 

*(  I  heartily  wish  you  may  be  successful  in 
your  endeavours  to  obtain  your  just  due. — Sin- 
cerely yours,  *'  F.  Abvstbong, 

"  Late  Captain  H.M.  14th  Begiment. 

"  To  Mr.  Harry  Wrigg." 

And  here,  Sir,  we  have  another : — 

*«  Auckland,  1st  August.  1897. 

*'  Dbab  Sib,— You  ask  me  my  opinion  rela- 
tive to  the  camp  orders  dated  Opotiki,  28th 
June,  1867,  and  the  27th  April,  1869.  From 
these  orders  I  gather  that  vou  performed  a 
signal  service  to  the  colony,  by  riding  through 
a  country  infested  with  Natives  for  a  distance 
of  some  ninety  miles  at  imminent  risk  to  life, 
to  carry  out  a  duty  allotted  to  you. 

**The  celebrated  war  correspondent,  Mr. 
Archibald  Forbes,  rode  from  Ulandi  to 
Landsmann's  Drift,  nearly  a  hundred  miles, 
to  carry  the  first  news  of  the  battle  of 
Ulundi,  the  first  part  of  his  route  being  in- 
fested also  with  Native  Zulus.  For  this  per- 
formance he  received  the  highest  praise  and 
thanks  from  the  General  Commanding  in 
Chief ;  yes,  even  from  the  House  of  Conmions. 

"To  my  mind  you  performed  a  fact  (sio) 
similar  feat,  under  equally  trying  circum- 
stances. I  think,  therefore,  that  you  are 
fully  justified  in  applying  for  the  New  Zea- 
land Cross,  and  that  such  daring  conduct  in 
the  field  should  meet  with  its  due  reward. — I 
remain,  &c., 

"  Burton  J.  Daveney, 

Formerly  of  H.M.S.  Service,  Inniskilling 

Dragoons." 

"Harry  Wrigg,  Esq. 

Then  we  have  another  from  Major  Arthur 
Morrow,  and  it  certainly,  I  think,  is  most  oon- 
vinoing.    He  says: — 

"  Auckland,  4th  August,  1897. 

**  Dbab  SiB,-~Having  carefully  perused  tho 
copy  of  an  extract  from  the  camp  order,  dated 
Opotiki,  28th  day  of  June,  1867,  and  also  its 
indorsement  of  27th  day  of  April,  1869, 1  feel 
fully  impressed  with  the  danger  attending  tho 
service  which  you  so  faithfully  performed  at 
the  imminent  risk  of  your  life,  a  service  whioh 
I  entertain  the  opinion  well  merits  a  distine- 
tive  recognition  at  the  hands  of  the  Qovem- 
ment. 

**  Having  myself  served  with  the  Imperial 
Forces  in  the  late  Maori  War,  and  well  know- 
ing the  hasardous  character  of  such  an  under- 
taking, I  consider  tfa«bt  I  am  to  some  extent 
qualified  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject^ 
and  sinoerely  tmst  that  you  may  be  sucoesa- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


120 


Imprest  Supply 


[HOUSE.] 


BM(No,2). 


[JULT  28 


fal  in  obtaining  Ihe  New  Zealand  OrosB, 
which  I  consider  you  have  so  well  deserved  in 
the  service  of  yoar  country. — Faithfully  yours, 

"A.  MOBBOW, 

**  Major,  Honorary  District  Staff. 
**  Harry  Wrigg,  Esq.,  late  Comet,  B.P.V.O." 

Mr.  MONK.— Is  that  Morrow  the  surveyor? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  of  the  Survey  Depart- 
ment. Sir,  I  should  weary  honourable  mem- 
bers were  I  to  read  all  these  letters  here;  we 
liave  them  from  majors,  colonels,  captains, 
lull  privates.  We  have,  as  I  have  said,  cor- 
roborative evidence  that  this  is  the  fact ;  and 
members  vnll  ask  the  question  why  I  have 
read  letters  from  those  who  were  not  present, 
and  were  unacquainted  with  the  facts  except 
from  evidence  submitted  to  them.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  says  the  deed  itself — 
and,  reading  from  an  extract  from  one  of  the 
papers  from  some  military  men,  he  wished  to 
convince  the  House  that  this  was  not  such  a 
deed  of  bravery  as  would  entitle  whoever  did  it 
to  tiie  Gross,  and  that  it  was  only  in  the  case 
the  honourable  member  quoted  and  under  the 
oiroumstances  mentioned  by  him  the  Gross 
should  be  awarded.  I  say  that  here  we  have 
-old  officers  of  the  Imperial  service  who  have  no 
personal  interest  in  tnis  matter,  and  old  soldiers 
'who  have  done  grand  work  for  our  country,  who 
say  that  the  deed  of  bravery  performed  by 
Harry  Wrigg  entitles  him  to  the  Gross  which 
has  been  granted  to  him.  Well,  Sir,  I  will 
not  read  these  opinions ;  I  will  read  some- 
thing more  up-to-date.  The  honourable 
member  has  been  permitted  to  read  lengthy 
letters  from  the  newspapers.  Now,  I  will 
take  a  letter  here  which  appeared  in  the  Even- 
ing Post  of  Saturday,  the  28rd  July,  1898.  Did 
the  honourable  gentleman  read  that  letter  ?  Is 
he  not  aware  that  that  letter  existed?  and,  if 
he  wished  to  act  judicially,  and  to  act  fairly 
and  dispassionately,  why  did  he  not  read  this 
letter  ?  He  knows  it  existed,  and  it  shall  go 
on  record,  Sir,  with  your  permission : — 
"  New  Zealand  Cross. 
**  *  Earori,*  North  Brighton, 

**Near  Melbourue,  11th  July,  1898. 

**  Sm, — I  read  with  considerable  surprise  in 
ihe  Evening  Post  of  the  21st  June  that  a  great 
deal  of  jealousy  was  exhibited  on  the  bestowal 
of  the  New  Zealand  Gross  on  Gomet  Harry 
Wriffg.  As  I  was  paying  the  Golonial  Forces 
«t  tne  time,  and  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  all  the  circumstances,  allow  me  to  say  a 
few  words.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  only 
two  men  living  who  are  entitled  to  the  New 
Zealand  Gross.  I  say  this  on  the  highest  mili- 
tary authorities.  Von  Tempsky,  had  he  lived, 
would  have  had  it,  but  he  died  a  soldier's  death 
«t  Te  Ngutu  -  o  -  te  -  Mana.  I  vnrote  his  **  In 
Memoriam"  in  the  Times  of  that  day,  and 
my  late  revered  wife  wrote  his  requiem  in  a 
few  beautiful  lines  in  Punch.  I  will  tell  you 
how  Lieut.-Golonel  McDonnell  got  the  Gross. 
He  and  Major  Von  Tempsky  went  to  the 
Paparatu  Swamp,  on  the  Waikato,  and  recon- 
noitred the  force  of  the  Maoris,  who  were  all 
coond  them,  hidden  in  a  large  flax-bush.  They 
Mr.Seddon 


got  the  most  valuable  information  for  General 
Oameron,  and  were  publicly  thanked  by  him« 
This  was  the  act  of  bravery  that  got  Lieut.- 
Golonel  McDonnell  the  Gross,  and  proud  am  I, 
old  friend  of  his,  that  he  is  alive  and  able  to 
weay  it.  The  second,  where  Gomet  Hany 
Wrigg  rode  with  despatches  down  the  coast, 
and  on  his  way  found  the  head  of  Bennett 
White,  the  storekeeper,  plastered  by  the  coagu- 
lated blood,  on  the  rooks  where  the  Natives 
had  murdered  him,  as  they  murdered  poor 
Volkner,  the  missionary.  They  also  shot  poor 
James  Falloon  in  hia  sleep.  Gomet  Wrigg, 
having  accomplished  his  mission,  returned 
and  was  warmly  congratulated  by  all  the  offi- 
cers and  men  present." 

The  honourable  member  said  a  head  was 
found,  80  now,  of  course,  we  have  got  the  dis- 
coverer of  the  head.  That  corroborates  what 
was  stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Pa- 
tea,  and,  as  further  corroboration,  the  honour- 
able member  stated  that  it  was  on  the  rocks. 
Now,  here  says  the  writer, — 

*'It  was  plastered  by  the  coagulated  blood 
on  the  rooks  where  the  Natives  had  murdered 
him,  as  they  murdered  poor  Volkner,  the  mis- 
sionary. They  also  shot  poor  James  Falloon  in 
his  sleep.  Gomet  Wrigg,  having  accomplished 
his  mission,  returned,  and  was  warmly  con- 
gratulated by  all  the  officers  and  men  present." 

There,  Sir,  is  the  establishment  of  the  fact 
that  Gornet  Wrigg  was  there  and  that  he 
volunteered  to  perform  the  service.  The  honour- 
able member  wanted  to  make  out  that  he  never 
went  on  this  expedition  at  all ;  but  I  say  that, 
as  he  found  the  head,  what  is  stated  by  this 
writer  bears  out  what  has  been  stated  by 
honourable  members  as  regards  these  circum- 
stanoes.  Now,  the  letter,  which  is  as  follows, 
is,  as  a  whole,  a  reflection  on  Parliament  :— 

**  And  now,  tell  me,  what  has  New  Zealand 
done  for  these  two  heroes  ?  One  would  have 
thought  they  would  at  least  have  got  something 
on  which  to  spend  the  remainder  of  their  days 
in  peace ;  but  no,  nothing,  shame  on  you  all  1 
Your  correspondent  evidently  knows  nothing 
about  military  matters,  or  he  would  have 
known  that  before  he  could  claim  either  medal 
or  Gross  he  must,  if  medal,  state  the  particular 
time  he  was  under  fire ;  if  Gross,  tne  act  of 
bravery  certified  to  by  officers.  GolonelSt. 
John  told  me  himself  that  it  was  a  splendid 
act  of  bravery,  but  even  then  he  was  not  sure 
of  it.  I  applied  for  the  medal,  but  never  got 
it,  althoufln  Brigadier-General  Garey  came  to 
the  St.  John  Redoubt,  and  I  was  requested  by 
Gaptain  Dmry,  who  commanded  the  redoubt, 
to  recount  the  whole  matter;  but  the  Wel- 
lington Board  ignored  it,  although  Mr.  Goring, 
who  is  a  gentleman  living  in  Wellington,  and 
was  an  ensign  at  the  time  in  the  redoubt,  could, 
had  he  thought  of  it,  have  testified  to  the  truth 
of  the  statement  I  have  now  made ;  so  you  see 
you  are  never  sure,  for  when  my  friend  Sir 
Bobert  Stout  made  application  for  my  papers 
he  was  told  '  they  were  mislaid.'  Such  is  life. 
— I  am,  &o., 

<*  BlOHABD  EFVINaHAX  PLDCFTON." 
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I  do  not  think  there  is  the  slighteet  gzonnd 
whatever  for  any  reflection  to  be  oast  upon 
Oomet  Wrigg  or  upon  the  Government  under 
these  circumBtances.  The  Government  did  not 
aot  hastily.  Due  inquiry  was  made,  and  as  a 
nsolt  of  that  inquiry  this  decision  was  come 
to.  The  initial  mistake  made  Was  that  Mr. 
Wrigg  ought  not  to  have  applied  himself.  But 
I  think  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  will  admit 
that  a  man  may  be  a  brave  soldier  and  yet  know 
nothing  of  Orders  in  Council  or  regulations. 
But  the  matter  was  subsequently  brought  for- 
ward through  the  only  channel  available — 
Captain  Bower,  who  was  in  charge.  But  it 
was  not  upon  that  the  Government  came  to  a 
conclusion.  There  was  other  evidence  outside 
of  that  entirely,  and  I  think  that  evidence  fully 
justified  the  course  which  the  Government  took. 
I  think  the  action  of  the  honourable  member  will 
tend  to  lessen  the  value  of  the  distinction  in 
the  eyes  of  those  to  whom  it  has  been  awarded. 
I  hope  we  shall  have  heard  the  last  of  this 
oueetion. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.>-I  would  like  to  ask 
the  Premier  if  he  has  got  any  more  of  these 
CiQSseB  in  stock.  I  have  a  number  of  very 
deeerving  old  soldiers  in  my  district — genuine 
soldiers,  who  have  fought  and  bled  for  their 
oountry.  For  years  they  have  been  endeavour- 
ing to  get  some  compensation  from  the  State. 
I  have  no  doubt  many  of  them  would  be  glad  to 
receive  the  Gross,  and  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber has  any  more  Grosses  I  hope  he  will  not 
forget  the  claims  of  those  men. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Will  the  honourable  mem- 
ber advise  the  soldiers  in  his  district  to  make 
application  to  Lieutenant  Bower  at  Napier.  If 
uey  write  to  Lieutenant  Bower  probably  it 
will  be  all  right. 

Mr.  TATLOR.--IS  it  a  fact  that  this  man 
gets  £300  back-pay? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Is  he  going  to  get  the  pay? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  OARSON.— What  does  the  Cross  carry 
with  it? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Cross  has  carried  with 
it  up  to  the  present  time  the  envy  of  many 
people,  and  the  recipient  has  certainly  not  bad 
the  good  wishes  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea ;  but  there  is,  I  think,  £10  a  year  at- 
tached to  it. 

Mr.'  LEWIS.— I  would  like  to  ask  the  Pre- 
mier  if  he  will  lay  the  documents  from  which 
he  has  quoted  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I   would    reconmiend   the 

honourable  member  to  read  them  in  Hansard, 

Mr.  LEWIS.— The  honourable  member  only 

read  extracts.    It  would  be  interesting  to  read 

the  documental 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  am  sorry  that  this  dis- 
cussion  has  come  on  at  such  a  late  hour  of  the 
night,  and  I  can  quite  understand  that  that  is 
to  a  very  great  extent  the  reason  for  the  buf- 
foonery of  the  Premier— because  I  can  call  it 
nothing  else— on  such  a  serious  question.  I  do 
not  intend  to  prolong  the  debate.  I  feel  sure 
hat  a  great  deal  of  what  the  honourable  mem- 
her  for  Patea  has  said  was  justified.    I  am 


sorry  the  Ministry  have  been  misled  into 
granting  this  decoration,  and  I  am  pretty 
positive  the  members  of  the  Ministry  are  just 
as  sorry  about  the  matter  as  I  am,  but  they  are 
trying  to  make  the  best  of  a  very  bad  case.  I 
rose  simply  to  ask  why  the  opinion  of  the  Hon. 
W.  Kelly,  of  the  Upper  House— a  gentleman 
whose  opinion  would  probably  be  taken  as 
readily  as  anybody's  by  the  members  of  the 
Ministry — ^was  not  obtained.  In  fact,  I  sup- 
pose, the  whole  matter  was  that  every  effort 
was  made  to  get  something  to  justify  a  politi- 
cal supporter  being  rewarded.  He  has  been 
rewarded  at  the  expense  of  the  country  with  an 
honour  which  many  have  coveted  in  the  past, 
but  which  not  many  will  covet  in  the  fjiture, 
and  I  trust  the  result  of  such  a  bestowal  of  the 
honour  will  be  that  it  will  be  the  last  we  shall 
hear  of  a  similar  decoration  being  given  to 
any  one  by  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  may  say  that,  in  respect 
to  decorations,  the  Government  wish  to  keep 
clear  of  politics.  The  honourable  gentleman 
asked  me  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Kelly.  I  know  that  honourable  gentleman  is 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  decoration  being 
granted. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Probably  Mr.  Kelly 
knows  no  more  about  the  subject  than  any  one 
else. 

Mr.  M.  J.  6.  MACKENZIE.— As  a  point  of 
order.  Sir,  ought  not  the  Premier  to  lay  those 
documents  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  House  is  entitled  to 
have  official  documents,  when  quoted,  pre- 
sented to  it.  All  papers  read  by  Ministers  are 
liable  to  be  called  on  to  be  placed  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  intended  to  and  will  com- 
ply with  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McNAB. — ^The  scene  enacted  to-night 
ought  to  be  a  solemn  warning  in  regard  to  any 
future  decorations  the  country  may  deem 
necessary  to  bestow.  The  Government  ought 
to  look  at  them  from  two  different  points  of 
view.  First  of  all,  they  should  see  they  are 
given  immediately  they  are  earned,  because 
there  is  a  tendency,  as  years  go  on,  to  magnify 
what  has  been  done  in  the  past.  Any  one  who 
has  been  on  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
must  know  that  simple  incidents  in  connection 
with  the  Maori  War,  which  is  a  long  time 
past,  have  been,  through  the  number  of  years, 
magnified  till  you  would  think  the  greatest 
feats  ever  done  under  arms  had  been  done 
in  New  Zealand.  We  should,  after  an  inci- 
dent like  the  Maori  War,  a  short  time  after 
it  is  completed,  absolutely  sbut  out  all  hope 
from  any  one  who  up  to  that  time  has  not 
obtained  a  decoration  of  obtaining  any  in  the 
future.  The  second  point  is  to  be  gathered 
from  the  procedure  m  connection  with  the 
Victoria  Cross.  These  decorations  are  granted 
by  the  Imperial  authorities  with  two  condi- 
tions :  first  of  all,  they  must  be  for  some  par- 
ticular act  that  a  man  did  not  do  for  the 
protection  of  his  own  life ;  secondly,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  authorities  should  be  called  to  it 
immediately  after  the  action  took  place.  You 
cannot,  if  you  allow    these   questions  to  be 
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opened  yean  after,  keep  them  clear  of  a  tinge 
of  politios ;  and  I  think  the  Oovemment  would 
have  done  well  if  they  had  pat  their  foot 
down,  and  eaid,  in  oonDection  with  the 
Maori  War,  we  hav^  seen  the  last  of  any 
decoration  such  as  the  New  Zealand  Gross. 
It  is  a  very  different  thing  to  granting  the  New 
Zealand  Medal,  because  every  person,  I  take  it, 
who  was  under  fire  in  connection  with  that  dis- 
turbance earned  that  decoration,  and  justly  so. 
But  the  same  remarks  do  not  apply  when  we 
come  to  deal  with  the  New  Zealand  Gross, 
which  is  the  second  decoration  in  the  Empire. 
First  of  all,  there  is  the  Victoria  Cross,  and 
second  only  to  that  is  the  New  Zealand  Gross. 
I  hope  the  Premier  and  the  Ministry  will  take 
warning  from  to-night's  prooeediogs,  and  de- 
pend upon  it  that  outside  in  the  country  people 
who  do  not  know  anything  about  this  particular 
case  will  say  it  was  too  long  after  the  event  for 
the  Gross  to  be  properly  awarded.  No  doubt 
there  are  many  men  who  justly  earned  that 
reward,  but  seeing  that  it  was  not  attended  to 
at  the  time  their  hope  of  getting  it  now  ought 
to  be  for  ever  gone. 

Motion  to  go  into  Gommittee  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Before  leaving  the  chair  I 
wish  to  state  that  I  understand  that  the  name 
of  one  of  the  members,  Mr.  Lethbridge,  was  not 
recorded  on  the  late  division,  and  that  he  de- « 
sires  that  his  name  should  be  recorded  with 
the  *'  Noes.'*  I  propose,  with  the  consent  of 
the  House,  to  add  his  name  to  the  list,  bring- 
ing the  number  of  the  *'  Noes  "  up  to  twenty. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Was  the  honourable  mem- 
ber present  when  the  division  was  taken  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  present.  Tou  were  pre- 
sent, were  you  not,  Mr.  Lethbridge,  when  the 
division  was  taken  ? 

Mr.  LETHBRIDGE.— Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  name  of  Mr.  Leth- 
bridge will  be  recorded  by  the  Glerk  on  the 
division-list  of  the  *'  Noes." 

The  House  went  into  Gommittee. 

The  House  resumed. 

Resolution  reported  from  Gommittee,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  first  and  a  second  time. 

IN  COMMITTBB. 

Glause  2. — Imprest  grants. 

Mr.  G.  HUTOHISON.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Premier  about  this  clause.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  it  is  divided  into  three  subclauses.  Sub- 
clause (1)  refers  to  the  £866,000  as  set  forth 
in  the  First  Schedule.  Subclause  (2)  refers 
to  the  £9,000  set  forth  in  the  Second  Sche- 
dule. Then  there  is  subclause  (3),  which 
reads :  "  (S.)  Out  of  the  Gonsolidated  Fund, 
for  transfer  to  the  Public  Works  Fund,  any 
sums  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  pounds."  What  I  want  to  know 
ia  whether  the  £126,000  to  be  transferred  from 
the  Gonsolidated  Fund  to  the  Public  Works 
Fund  under  the  subclause  (8|  is  the  same 
amount  as  that  included  in  tne  total  under 
subclause  (1)  7 

Mr.  McNab 


Mr.  8EDD0N.— It  wUl  be  in  the  reooUeo- 
tions  of  honourable  members  that  when  No.  1 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  was  before  the  Hooie^ 
the  transfer  of  £100,000  was  made  in  th» 
Schedule,  and  it  read  and  vras  oonstraedlby 
some  members  to  mean  the  authority  to  apena 
that  amount,  instead  of  which  it  was  simply  *a 
transfer  from  the  consolidated  revenue  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund.  Now,  in  place  of  putting 
it  in  the  Schedule  as  £125,000,  as  was  done 
in  the  Schedule  in  Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.l)» 
I  put  a  clause  in  the  Bill  to  tnmsfer.  That  is 
the  explanation. 

Mr.  G.  HUTGHISON.— Then  it  ought  to  be 
quite  clear,  and  after  the  word  "pounds  "^ 
tnere  should  be  the  words  **  including  the  First 
Schedule." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  G.  HUTGHISON.— Then  there  is  no- 
reference  to  the  £125,000. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— This  clause  empowers  me 
to  act  and  transfer  from  the  Gonsolidated  Fund 
to  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  the  other  one  ia 
authority  to  spend.  It  is  the  same  as  I  had 
in  the  Schedule  of  No.  1  Bill,  but  that  waa 
erroneously  construed  to  be  that  I  was  taking 
authority  to  spend  £461,000. 

Mr.  G.  HUTGHISON.— I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  mistake  about  what  we  both  mean, 
although  we  cannot  quite  concur  in  explaining 
ourselves.  Is  not  the  second  item  of  the 
First  Schedule— namely,  Public  Works  Fund» 
£125,000— to  be  a  transfer  from  the  Gonsoli- 
dated Fund  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  an  amount  equal  to 
the  amount  transferred,  but  you  must  keep  it 
there  so  as  to  be  able  to  spend  it. 

Mr.  G.  HUTGHISON.— The  money  is  to 
come  from  the  Gonsolidated  Fund. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  G.  HUTGHISON.— Very  well ;  so  long 
as  it  is  clearly  understood  that  such  is  the 
procedure  to  be  followed  the  Bill  may  pass. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  eight  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE   COUNCIL. 
Friday,  29th  July,  2898. 


First  Beadings— Second  Readings— Third  Beadinfl— 
State  Farm  Committee  —  Imprest  Supply  Kll 
(No.  B)  —  Law  Practitioners  Bill  —  Hannaton 
Ohnreh  Bite  Bill— Wellington  Harbour  Board 
Reclamation  and  Empowering  Bill. 

The  iHon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half -past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIBST  READINGS. 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  Gemeteries  Bill. 

8EG0ND  READINGS. 
Mairetahi    Loan   Gonversion  Bill,  Audit  of 
Public  Gompanies'  Accounts  Bill,  New  Zealand 
Law  Bureau  Bill. 
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THIRD  READING. 
Gemetories  Bill. 

STATE  FARM  COMMITTEE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT,  it 
waa  ordered.  That  the  State  Farm  Committee 
have  power  to  sit  and  confer  with  any  similar 
Oommittee  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Bepreaentatives,  and  to  bring  up  a  joint  or 
separate  report. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  2). 

This  Bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— Sir,  I  move 
the  seoond  reading  of  this  Bill.  The  only  point 
I  desire  to  draw  attention  to  is  that  the  Public 
Works  Fund  is  £25,000  more  than  last  month, 
tba  reason  being  that  moneys  have  to  be  sent  to 
the  Agent-General  at  Home  in  order  to  pay  for 
certain  material  the  Railway  Department  have 
ordered. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  I  do 
not  intend  to  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  but  I  wish  to  express  my  opinion 
that  the  public  have  good  reason  to  complain 
that  a  third  of  the  year  is  past  before  any  in- 
formation is  given  to  them  as  to  what  it  is  pro- 
posed to  expend  for  the  remaining  eight  months 
of  the  current  year.  I  think  the  public-works 
appropriation,  as  well  as  the  appropriation  for 
seneral  purposes,  ought  to  have  been  submitted 
bv  the  Government  long  before  this.  My  only 
object  in  speaking,  Sir,  is  to  express  my  dis- 
approval of  these  Imprest  Supply  Bills  oomiqg 
down  in  the  manner  they  do. 

Bill  read  the  second  time,  committed,  re- 
ported to  the  Council,  and  read  the  third  time. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  BILL.' 
The  Hod.  Mr.  W.  G.  WALKER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  it  was  an 
old  frieud,  and  he  could  hardly  even  say  it  had 
a  new  face.  It  was  very  much  the  same  Bill 
as  they  had  before  them  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion, only  the  term  proposed  to  qualify  a  soli- 
citor for  passing  as  a  barrister  was  five  years. 
They  had  had  the  question  before  them  on  pre- 
vious occasions,  and  he  never  could  see  the 
xeason  for  the  distinction  there  was  in  this 
colony  between  barristers  and  solicitors,  com- 
paring our  conditions  with  the  old-fashioned 
nard-and-fast  lines  that  existed  in  other  coun* 
tcies—notably  the  Old  Country,  where  the  work 
done  by  barristers  and  solioitors  was  perfectly 
distinct.  He  ventured  to  say  that  hardly  any 
lawyer  in  this  country  did  not  do  as  much 
solicitor's  work  as  barrister's  work,  though 
he  was  a  barrister,  and  vice  verad.  If  the 
ease  was  one  of  importance,  and  where 
either  a  barrister  or  a  solicitor  oould  not 
rely  on  himself,  or  where  his  client  thought 
h'e  ought  to  employ  additional  assistance,  the 
lawyer  got  it  for  his  client  elsewhere,  either 
in  the  matter  of  legal  opinion  or  of  addi- 
tional pleading -power.  In  the  work  done 
in  our  lawyers*  offices  he  could  not  see  any  dis- 
tinction, or  that  there  was  any  specific  division 
of  work  as  between  barristers  and  solicitors. 
Therefore  the  distinction  that  higher  profes- 


sional and  educational  attainments  were  neces- 
sary in  a  barrister  than  were  in  a  solicitor  was 
purely  a  matter  of  tradition  and  superstitioUi 
and  might  very  well  be  dispensed  with  in  this 
country.  However,  they  were  not  going  so  far 
as  to  abolish  absolutely  the  professional  dis- 
tinction between  barristers  and  solicitors,  but 
they  said  that  a  solicitor  of  five  years'  practice 
had  every  right  to  be  considered  qualified  by 
his  experience  to  practise  as  a  barrister.  Very 
often  gentlemen  in  the  law  found  it  more 
profitable  to  take  a  salary  from  a  firm  than  to 
practise  on  their  own  account ;  but  that  was 
no  reason  why  they  were  not  to  be  recognised 
as  qualified  members  of  the  legal  profession. 
He  remembered  it  being  pointed  out  when  a 
similar  Bill  was  before  the  Council  that 
one  of  the  qualifications  for  a  judgeship 
of  the  Supreme  Court  was  that  he  must 
have  been  a  practising  solicitor  for  seven 
years,  and  surely  if  seven  years'  practice  was 
sufficient  to  qualify  a  man  for  a  judgeship  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  five  years  ought  to  qualify 
any  man  to  be  a  barrister  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  profession  did  not  proceed  on  the 
same  lines  here  as  in  other  countries,  where 
the  barrister's  profession  and  the  solicitor's 
were  most  keenly  marked  out  and  divided, 
whereas,  in  point  of  fact,  in  this  country  our 
lavTyers'  offices  were  neither  one  thing  nor  the 
other,  or  both,  and  that  was  a  very  good  reason 
why  it  was  hi^  time  that  the  arbitrary  dis- 
tinction shouloT  be  done  away  with.  It  was  in 
the  direction  of  opening  up  the  profession  of  a 
barrister  to  many  men  of  great  capacity  for 
business,  but  who,  perhaps,  might  not  be  able 
to  spare  the  time  to  qualify  themselves  to  pass 
certain  examinations,  that  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced ;  and  he  hoped  to  see  it  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  SMITH  hoped  the 
Council  would  pass  this  Bill,  as  it  assimilated 
the  law  of  this  colony  to  that  of  the  other 
colonies.  In  New  South  Wales,  a  solicitor, 
under  the  Act  of  1892,  who  had  practised  for 
five  years  became  a  barrister,  and  in  Victoria 
solicitors  had  all  been  qualified  as  barristers 
under  the  Act  of  1891.  Looking  at  it  from  a 
public  point  of  view,  it  would  be  an  immense 
advantage  to  have  solicitors  enabled  to  practise 
in  the  Supreme  Court  as  well  as  in  the  lower 
Court.  At  present,  in  the  country  districts,  i^ 
was  often  very  awkward.  A  person  put  his 
case  into  the  hands  of  a  solicitor,  and  was  very 
well  satisfied  with  the  way  he  conducted  the 
case  in  the  lower  Court,  but  when  it  came 
before  the  higher  Court  that  solicitor  was  un- 
able to  take  it  on,  and  he  had  to  employ  a  bar- 
rister at  the  expense  of  the  unfortunate  client. 
That  was  a  reason  why  the  present  state  of 
things  in  that  respect  should  be  done  away 
with.  There  was  no  doubt  that  in  the  case  of 
solicitors  the  public  soon  found  out  the  able 
men,  and  the  more  barristers  there  were,  as 
well  as  solicitors,  the  more  pick  there  would  be 
for  the  public.  That  was  another  reason  why 
the  chiuige  should  be  made.  He  understood 
that  solicitors  who  attempted  to  pass  in  this 
country,  and  who  had  not  been  able,  had  gone 
to  the  Old  Country  and  had  there  passed  their 
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examinations.  These  examinations  were  not 
higher  than  a  solioitor's  examination  in  this 
•country,  and  after  eating  a  few  dinners  at  the 
Temple  they  came  oat  again  to  the  oolony 
and  practised  here  as  harristers.  Bat,  to  his 
mind,  men  who  had  practised  in  the  Oourts 
here  day  after  day  for  five  years,  with  con- 
stant experience  of  the  Ooarts  except  the 
Supreme  Oourt— and  they  practised  in  that 
Court  in  bankruptcy  —  were  better  able  to 
conduct  business  in  the  Courts  than  a  man 
who  went  Home  and  ate  so  many  dinners.  He 
understood  that  was  the  way  the  case  stood 
with  reference  to  the  Old  Country.  With 
reference  to  the  Australian  Colonies,  this  pro- 
posed law  would  make  the  position  in  New 
Zealand  the  same  as  it  was  in  Australia. 
Under  the  law  as  it  stood  now,  a  solicitor 
passed,  say,  in  Victoria,  and,  coming  to  New 
Zealand,  he  could,  by  simply  passing  an 
•examination  in  New  Zealand  law  —  a  very 
flmall  thing— take  his  position  as  a  barrister  in 
this  colony  ;  while  solicitors  who  had  practised 
here  for  many  years  were  not  able  to  take  that 
position  except  they  passed  a  farther  examina- 
tion. He  hoped  that,  as  a  matter  of  justice, 
that  would  result  in  advantage  to  the  New  Zea- 
land public,  the  Council  would  this  time  pass 
the  Bill. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

HANNATON  CHURCH  SITE  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICE  moved  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  The  object  of  the  measure 
was  to  permit  a  settler  under  the  village-settle- 
ment scheme,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  place 
called  Nukuroa,  in  the  Canterbury  Province,  to 
convey,  for  the  purposes  of  a  Wesley  an  church 
site,  a  section  of  land  to  the  church  trustees. 
The  settler  had  no  objection  himself,  and,  as 
the  Minister  of  Lands  had  stated  in  another 
place,  the  Government  had  no  objection.  The 
effect  of  the  measure  would  be  to  remove  a 
email  legal  difficulty  that  stood  in  the  way. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  that 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  stated  was 
true.  The  Qovernment  had  no  objection  to 
removing  the  difficulty  that  stood  in  the  way 
of  jthe  section  being  handed  over  as  a  church- 
site. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

WELLINGTON  HARBOUR  BOARD  RE- 
CLAMATION  AND  EMPOWERING  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee,  and 
reported  without  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  moved,  That  ths  BUI 
b€  read  the  third  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  Bill  passing,  but  he  would  sug- 
gest to  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
it  the  desirability  of  postponing  the  third  read- 
ing until  next  sitting-day.  The  Bill  involved 
the  question  of  borrowing  to  the  extent  of 
iB150,000,  and  it  might  happen  that  there  might 
be  still  some  provision  in  it  requiring  correction, 
which  by  a  snort  delay  would  be  ascertained. 
The  schedules  might  require  alteration,  and,  as 
a  matter  of  principle,  dealing  with  a  Bill  of 
Hon,  Mr,  W,  C,  Smith 


such  importance,  it  was  prudent  the  third 
reading  snould  he  postponed. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  he  would  be  quite 
willing  to  defer  the  third  reading  if  any 
honourable  member  desired  it,  but  the  sche- 
dules had  all  been  fought  out  between  the 
Harbour  Board,  the  Marine  Department,  and 
the  Wellington  City  Corporation,  and  had  been 
agreed  to.  If  there  were  any  objections  to  the 
third  reading  being  taken,  he  would  be  quite 
willing,  with  the  consent  of  the  Oouncil,  to 
withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  the  Bill  had 
been  carefully  examined  by  the  Local  Bills 
Committee,  and  there  could  be  no  harm  in 
taking  the  third  reading  at  once. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  asked  if  he  could 
withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  would  put 
the  motion  That  the  Bill  be  read  the  third 
time. 

Bill  read  the  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP   REPRB8BNTATTVBB. 

Friday,  29th  July,  2898. 

First  Beading— Third  Beading— Police  Oommisaion 
—Native,  Beligious,  and  Educational  Reserves 
Endowment— Old  BoldierB'  Claims— Wellington 
City  Reclamation  andPablic  Baths  Bill— OfBcen 
of  the  House— Telephone  Service— Railway  Em- 
ployes—Charitable Aid  Boards— Otago  Hussars 

.  — Olenmark  Estate— Waiaa  Traffic-bridge— Wel> 
llngton-Napier  Railway  —  Otago  District  lian- 
chester  Unity  Oddfellows'  Friendly  Society— 
Lunatic  Asylums— Vancouver  BCail  Delivery— 
Waihou  Native  Lands— Wellington  Telephone 
Subscribers— Workers'  Compensation  for  Acci- 
dents Bill— Post-cards  and  Letter-cards— Deposit 
Office  — Home  Prices  of  Produce  —  Sunnyaide 
Lunatic  Asylum— Rail  way  Servantd— Canterbury 
Yeomanry  Cavalry— Ots^o  Hussars  and  other 
Corps— Snnnyside  Asylum— Napier- Wellington 
Railway- House  Committee— Railway  Servants* 
Fines  — Central  Meteorological  Office  — Charit- 
able Aid  Boards— Klections-Lyttelton  Oaaoal 
Wharf  Labourers'  Union— Questiona— Civil  Ser- 
vice Royal  Commission— Railways  Departmental 
Report— Government  Life  Insurance  Depart- 
ment—Police Commission— Railway  Workshops 
Casual  Hands— Public  Works  Act— Police  Com- 
mission — Austrians — District  Courts  Bill — Re- 
moval of  Women's  Disabilitiea  Bill— Water-sop- 
ply  Bill— Divorce  Bill— Police  Commiaaion. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 
Pbatxbs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Wellington  High  Levels  Tramway  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
First  Offenders'  Probation  Bill. 

POLICE  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riccarton)  asked  if  the 
Report  of  the  Police  Commission  had  been 
received,  and  when  the  House  might  expect 
to  see  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  the  report  was 
received  the  previous  night.    He  had  not  yet 
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gone  through  it  himself,  nor  had  it  heen  sent  to 
HiB  Hzcellenoy.  The  printing  of  the  eyidence 
would  take  some  little  time  yet,  but  the  Print- 
ing Offioe  were  doing  their  beet  to  get  it  com- 
pleted in  good  time. 

NATIVE,  BBLiaiOUS,  AND  BDUOA- 
TIONAL  RESERVES  ENDOWMENT. 
Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  (Christohuroh)  asked  whe- 
ther it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
have  this  report  printed  for  the  information  of 
members? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  giyen  instmotions 
■ome  little  time  ago  that  the  Oommi^ioners' 
Report  of  1879,  together  with  the  evidence, 
ahoald  be  printed  and  circulated.  It  would  be 
very  inconvenient  for  members  to  have  to  go  to 
the  Appendices  to  see  the  report,  and,  to  enable 
members  to  deal  with  the  Question  properly,  he 
intended  to  have  the  whole  of  the  report  and 
evidence  printed. 

OLD  SOLDIERS*  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  MoGUIRE  (Hawera)  asked  the  Minister 
oi  Lands,  Whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  take  advantage  of  the  technical 
objections  referred  to  in  the  report  on  the  old 
eoldiers'  claims  as  a  bar  to  the  satisfaction  of 
thoee  claims,  or  would  they  deal  with  them  on 
the  lines  of  equity  and  justice  7 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
the  matter  had  not  yet  been  considered  by  the 
Government,  and  until  it  came  before  a  Cabinet 
meeting  he  could  not  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  a  definite  answer. 

^yBLLINGTON  CITY  RECLAMATION  AND 
PUBLIC  BATHS  BILL. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  (Nelson)  brought  up  the  fol- 
lowing  report  from  the  Local  Bills  Committee 
on  this  Bill  :— 

•«  The  Local  Bills  Committee,  to  whom  was, 
referred  this  Bill,  have  the  honour  to  report  that' 
it  is  a  local  Bill,  and  that  the  Standing  Orders, 
except  No.  889,  have  been  complied  with,  but 
that  section  148  of  <  The  Harbours  Act,  1878,' 
requiring  plans  to  be  deposited  at  the  office 
of  the  Marine  Department  three  months  be- 
fore the  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  has 
not  been  complied  with.  The  Committee,  how- 
ever, recommend  that,  notwithstanding  such 
omissions,  the  Bill  be  allowed  to  proceed,^ 
together  with  the  amendments  as  shown  on' 
the  attached  copy  of  the  Bill." 

He  might  remark  in  connection  with  this 
Bill  that  a  merely  technical  breach  of  the 
Standing  Orders,  if,  indeed,  any  breach  at  all, 
had  been  committed,  as  it  was  very  doubtful 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  come  in  any 
way  within  the  scope  of  harbour- works.  A  copy 
of  the  plan  however,  and  the  Bill,  with  amend- 
ments, was  submitted  to  the  Marine  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Committee  received  a  reply  from 
the  head  of  the  department  in  which  he  pointed 
oat  the  technical  breach  of  Standing  Orders 
referred  to  in  the  Committee's  report ;  and  he 
also  stated  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  depart- 
ment, it  was  necessary  that  the  Bill  should 
fcoride,  before  the  worki  authorised  were  com- 


menced, that  the  provisions  of  section  158  of 
"  The  Harbours  Act,  1878,"  should  be  complied 
with,  making  it  necessary  that  plans  of  the 
proposed  work  should  first  be  approved  by  the 
Governor  in  Council.  This  condition  was  folly 
provided  for  in  the  Bill.  The  last  clause  also 
provided  that  the  Bill  should  be  deemed  i^ 
special  Act  witiiin  the  meaning  of  **  The  Har- 
bours Act,  1878."  The  only  objection  raised  by 
the  department  having  already  been  provided 
for,  and  the  breach  being  of  such  a  narrow  and 
technical  character,  the  Committee  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  recommend  that  the  Bill 
should  not  be  allowed  to  nroceed.  He  begged 
to  move,  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  this  was  » 
breach  that  the  House  should  look  over.  Of 
course,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  conserve  the  public  interests,  and  he  might 
say  that  the  Government  and  the  promotera 
of  the  Bill  were  not  agreed,  and  there  were 
matters  of  material  difference  between  them. 
And  if  they  were  going  to  have  the  Standing 
Orders — which  were  evidently  intended  to  safe- 
guard the  colony's  interests  by  having  these 
plans  deposited  before  the  Bill  was  dealt  with — 
set  aside,  there  would  be  no  safeguard  for  the 
colony  at  all.  He  thought  they  should  defer 
the  consideration  of  the  report  until  he  had 
got  the  details  from  the  department.  He 
moved,  That  the  debate  be  adjourned  till  next 
sitting-day. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (Wellington)  said 
the  breach  of  the  Standing  Orders  was  sa 
slight  that  he  did  not  think  the  gravity  of  the 
situation  was  such  as  the  Premier  seemed  to 
attach  to  it.  The  whole  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  were  dependent  on  the  concurrence  of 
the  Governor  in  Council.  The  Governor  In 
Council  could  step  in  and  stop  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings,  unless  a  satisfactory  agreement 
was  come  to  with  the  Marine  Department. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  in  the  case  of  a  large 
work  of  this  kind,  and  where  the  railway  was 
running  side  by  side  with  the  proposed  re- 
clamation, he  must  of  course  see  what  the 
objections  of  the  department  were.  If  the  de- 
partment objected,  it  was  his  duty  to  support 
the  department,  and  see  how  far  matters  could 
be  arranged. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  desired  to  make  one 
word  of  explanation.  The  Bill  dealt  with  the 
widening  of  Clyde  Quay,  and  was  in  no  way 
contiguous  to  railway-works.  He  thought  the 
Premier  was  mistaking  this  Bill  for  another 
Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  understood  there  was  an  idea 
some  dav  of  taking  the  railway  round  to  Island 
Bay,  and  whether  it  would  go  round  past  this 
proposed  reclamation  or  not  was  a  matter 
which  would  have  to  be  considered  in  the 
future.  The  Marine  Department  must  have 
had  some  reason  for  their  objection. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  was  surprised  to  hear  this 
entirely  unexpected  objection  raised  by  the 
Premier.  The  Committee  took  evidence,  and 
visited  the  locality  in  question,  and  investigated 
the  whole  matter  in  the  most  careful  manner. 
There  was  no  railway  there  now,  and  there  waa 
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not  likely  to  be  for  the  next  generation,  end 
probably  never.  The  Premier  was  evidently 
wroD||  in  reference  to  locality,  and  was  surely 
thinking  of  another  Harbour  Board  Bill  re- 
ported upon  earlier  in  the  Bession.  This  was 
not  a  harbour- work  in  the  ordinary  sense  at  all. 
It  was  simply  an  expressed  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  Corporation  to  widen  the  road  round  Orien- 
tal Bay.  It  was  a  very  desirable  and  necessaiy 
work,  and  the  Committee  did  not  think  it 
necessary  or  right  to  report  against  this  Bill 
merely  on  account  of  so  very  technical  a 
breach  of  the  by-law.  As  had  been  pointed  out 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellmgton  City 
{Mr.  J.  Hutcheson)  the  Bill  was  absolutely  per- 
missive, and,  even  if  it  passed,  no  work  could 
be  done  without  the  consent  of  the  Governor  in 
Council  being  first  obtained.  He  did  not  see 
that  anything  was  gained  by  delaying  the  Bill 
at  its  present  stage,  and  he  could  not  under- 
stand the  object  of  the  Premier  in  obstructhig 
the  report.  The  Harbour  Board  authorities, 
also,  made  no  objection  to  the  Bill,  and  had 
approved  of  the  plans. 

Us.  HALL-JOINES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  desired  to  poini  out  that  there  were 
two  important  questions  involved.  Notwith- 
standing what  had  been  said  by  the  previous 
speakers,  it  was  a  harbour -work,  and  the 
reclamation  extended  to  land  belonging  to 
the  Crown.  It  was  laid  down  in  the  Harbours 
Act  that  plans  should  be  deposited  with  the 
Marine  Department  three  months  before  the 
3ill  was  brought  before  the  House.  It  was  a 
dangerous  precedent  for  the  House  to  forego 
what  was  laid  down  in  the  Act ;  it  left  it  open 
for  important  matters  to  be  brought  forward 
and  pass  through  without  due  inquiry.  Then 
the  Standing  Orders  provided  that  certain  in- 
formation should  be  supplied  with  the  Bill  to 
the  Local  Bills  Committee.  That  had  not 
been  done.  He  did  not  desire  to  block  the 
Bill,  but  he  thought  the  matter  might  well  be 
left  over  till  Tuesday. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (Ellesmere)  said,  as  far 
as  the  Local  Bills  Committee  was  concerned, 
they  had  no  jurisdiction  in  connection  with  the 
Harbours  Act ;  they  had  not  got  to  see  that  the 
Bill  complied  with  the  Harbours  Act.  There 
had  been  a  breach  of  the  Standing  Orders,  inas- 
much as  the  financial  position  of  the  promoters, 
the  cost  of  construction,  and  the  amount  of 
revenue  had  not  been  supplied.  That  was  the 
only  breach  of  the  Standing  Orders.  They 
knew  the  financial  position  of  the  promoters. 

QQ  They  did  not  know  the  cost  of  oon- 
struction,  but  that  was  a  matter  solely 
lor  the  Harbour  Board ;  and  as  for  revenue,  there 
was  no  revenue.  He  was  informed  that  the  only 
reason  why  plans  were  not  deposited  with  the 
Marine  Department  was  that  this  Bill  was  de- 
pendent on  an  agreement  which  could  not  be  en- 
tered into  until  the  other  Bills  had  been  before 
the  Committee  and  had  been  agreed  upon .  That 
was  the  reason  there  was  not  time  to  deposit 
plans.  He  wished  to  point  out  this  fact :  the 
Government  could  not  be  injured  in  any  way 
at  all,  because  it  was  a  permissive  power  on  the 
pai;t  of  the  Government  to  grant  certain  rights 
ifn  Oraham 


of  reclamation,  and  they  could  say  to  the 
Harbour  Board :  '*  We  will  not  grant  thoae 
rights  until  plans  have  been  deposited  three 
months,"  or  six  months,  or  three  years,  for 
that  matter.  The  Government  had  the  whole 
power  in  their  hands  of  making  oonditions 
with  the  Harbour  Board.  This  did  not  compel 
the  Government  to  do  anything  at  all,  and  if 
they  were  not  content  with  the  plans  they  had 
only  to  say:  **We  will  not  give  our  consent 
until  cerledn  formalities  under  the  Harbours 
Act  or  the  Standing  Orders  are  complied  with.*' 
No  harm  would  be  done  by  allowing  this  BUI 
to  proceed.  It  did  not  prejudice  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  in  any  way  at  all.  He  was  quite 
certain  the  Harbour  Board  did  not  want  to  pat 
the  (Government  in  an  unfair  position.  The 
reason  why  the  Bill  was  brought  forward  in 
this  incomplete  way  wcks  that  otherwise  It 
would  have  to  be  put  off  for  another  year. 
There  was  no  use  in  putting  it  off  for  another 
year,  for  no  good  could  be  gained  by  that 
course,  and  under  the  proposal  &e  Government 
had  the  full  power  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  want  to  raise 
what  would  be  a  fatal  objection  to  the  Bill* 
If  he  wanted  to  stop  the  Bill  he  could  stop  it 
in  one  word. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Tuesday. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  desired  to  announce 
to  the  House  that,  after  carefully  considering 
the  position  and  recognising  the  services  of  the 
present  officers,  the  Government  had  come  to 
the  decision  to  appoint  Mr.  Otterson  to  the 
position  held  by  the  late  Blr.  Friend,  to  pro- 
mote  Mr.  Rutherfurd  to  the  position  held  by 
Mr.  Otterson,  to  promote  Mr.  Lowe  to  the 
position  held  by  Mr.  Rutherfurd,  to  appoint 
Mr.  Kane  Bill-Reader,  and  to  place  Mr.  Bald- 
win in  charge  of  the  Bill-room  in  place  of 
Mr.  Kane. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke*s  Bay)  said  he 
was  sure  it  would  be  with  feelings  of  gratifl* 
cation  they  had  heard  of  the  promotion  of  the 
deserving  officers  to  whom  the  Premier  had 
alluded.  There  was  one  discordant  note  which 
he  must  unfortunately  sound,  and  that  was. 
the  appointments  ought  to  have  been  announced 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  should  not  have  been 
announced  by  the  Premier.  There  was  no 
•doubt  about  it  that  for  the  convenience  of 
members,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  tme 
independence  of  Parliament,  all  its  officeza 
ought  to  be  appointed  by  the  chief  officer  of 
Parliament,  and  that  was  Mr.  Speaker.  He 
had  always  held,  and  he  still  held  a  very  strong 
feeling,  that  it  was  wrong  that  the  appointment 
of  Parliamentary  officers  should  under  any 
possible  circumstances  whatever  be  held  to  be 
a  piece  of  political  patronage.  The  appoint- 
ment of  its  officers  ought  to  come  from  the 
House  itself,  and  the  appointment  ought  to  be 
announced  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Speaker  as  the 
chief  officer.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
that  was  right,  and  he  regretted  the  Premier 
had  taken  it  upon  himself  to  announce  these 
appointments. 
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Mr.  SBDDON  lud  ihAb  in  this  matter  ihe 
Oorenuneni  were  bound  by  the  Conetitation. 
The  appointments  muet  be  made  by  those  who 
were  reeponaible.  Formerly  there  had  been  a 
written  reeommendation  by  Mr.  Speaker,  but 
•even  then  the  Government  need  not  make  the 
appointment  recommended.  In  reoommenda- 
ttone  going  to  Hie  Excellency,  the  responsi- 
bility most  rest  with  his  Advisers,  and  must  go 
through  his  responsible  Advisers,  and  there 
would  be  no  law  passed  that  would  alter  that. 
That  was  the  constitutional  position. 

Mr.  BOIiLESTON  said  he  thought  this  was 
ceally  a  very  important  question.  When  the 
Premier  talked  about  constitutional  practice  it 
always  raised  amusement  in  one's  mind,  for 
tiie  Premier's  idea  of  what  wm  constitutional 
was  just  what  best  suited  his  purpose.  With 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  he  was  very  glad 
of  the  appointments  which  had  been  made  to 
these  poeitions.  No  doubt  the  Grown  was  tbe 
fountain  of  the  honour,  and  the  appointments 
ultimately  were  made  by  the  Grown;  but 
the  qaeetion  was,  With  whom  should  the 
initiative  of  these  appointments  rest?  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  the  head  of  the  Legislative  De- 
partment of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
always  had  been  looked  to  in  the  past  as 
the  one  who  should  take  the  initiative  in 
making  tbe  recommendations  to  the  Grown; 
but,  8o  f ar  as  the  announcement  they  had 
heard  from  the  Premier  was  concerned,  there 
had  been  no  reference  disclosed  to  Mr.  Speaker. 
He  thought  an  afiEront  was  put  upon  the  House 
by  the  Premier  in  the  course  he  had  taken, 
llie  Premier  had  most  distinctly  promised  the 
ifonee  last  session  that  the  question  of  the 
appointment  of  officers  should  be  brought  be- 
iore  the  House,  and  there  had  been  a  distinct 
indication  on  the  part  of  members  on  both 
eides  of  the  House — because  this  was  not  a 
party  question — that  they  did*  not  wish  to 
relinquish  their  position. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  nothing  before 
the  House.  Was  the  honourable  member  to 
■faise  a  discussion  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  already  allowed 
two  members  to  address  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  would  allow  the  honourable  member 
to  conclude  his  remarks,  but,  as  there  was 
nothing  before  the  House,  a  general  debate  on 
«  Ministerial  statement  was  not  allowable. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  would  raise  debatable 


Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
I  at  liberty  to  conclude  what  he  had  to  say, 
bat  must  not  travel  too  far. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  be  felt  that  he  was 
on  delicate  ground,  and  should  be  sorry  to  say 
tnyihing  that  would  promote  acrimonious  de- 
bate ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  had  been  a  good 
manv  years  in  the  House,  and  would  not  like 
1o  allow  to  pass  unchallenged  the  position  which 
had  been  UUcen  up  by  the  Premier,  because  it 
was  comparatively  a  new  one,  and  had  cer- 
tainly been  assumed  only  within  the  last  few 
TMtfB.  He  hoped  he  had  said  nothing  that  would 
Isad  to  anythmg  disagreeable  for  Mr.  Speaker  to 

r,  lor,  of  oonrse,  Mr.  Speaker's  mouth  was 


shut  in  the  chair  ;  but  he  thought  the  Hooae 
should  assert  its  privileges  and  the  position  of 
the  Speaker  in  representing  that  Ghamber. 

Mr.  SEDDON  desired  to  put  matters  right. 
The  honourable  member  had  no  right  to  say 
that  Mr.  Speaker  had  not  been  consulted. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  they  had  had  no  in- 
dication  that  Mr.  Speaker  had  been  consulted. 

Mr.  GARSON  (Wanganui)  wished  to  ask 
whether  the  Premier  had  not  distinctly  pro- 
mised the  House  more  than  once  last  session 
that  they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering this  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  already  answered 
that  on  two  or  three  occasions.  After  the 
announcement  he  had  made,  if  members 
wanted  to  debate  the  matter  and  to  waste 
another  afternoon  he  could  only  repet  it,  but 
he  was  not  going  to  have  assertions  made 
against  him  or  questions  put  which  would  put 
him  in  a  false  position.  He  had  made  an 
announcement  to  the  House,  and  had  done  only 
what  was  necessary  under  existing  conditions, 
and  before  doing  this  they  had  gone  to  Mr. 
Speaker.  He  might  say  he  had  not  spoken  to 
any  one  about  this,  and  that  all  who  had  heard 
of  the  arrangement  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  the  right  and  proper  thing  to  do ; 
and,  after  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
received  by  the  House,  it  was  not  fair  to  raise 
an  acrimonious  debate,  or  to  make  statements, 
knowing  there  was  no  question  before  the 
House. 

TELEPHONE  SERVICE. 

Mr.  SYMBS  (Egmont),  (for  Mr.  O'Meara), 
asked  the  Postmaster-General,  Whether  he 
will  give  young  ladies  in  country  districts, 
who  have  passed  the  Sixth  Standard  of  educa- 
tion in  our  primary  schools,  equal  opportunity 
of  entering  the  telephone  service  of  the  colony 
with  that  of  ladies  in  tbe  large  centres,  the 
department  being  a  colonial  and  not  a  local 
one  ?  He  would  like  to  say  that  it  was  under- 
stood by  the  department,  at  any  rate,  that 
young  ladies  in  country  diatriotB,  where  the 
telephonic  system  was  non-existent,  were  de- 
barred from  entering  this  branch  of  the  service. 
If  that  were  the  case,  he  would  ask  that  Uie 
Postmaster-General  should  take  steps  to  have 
the  matter  rectified,  and  to  put  young  ladies  in 
the  country  districts  on  the  same  footing  ae 
their  more  fortunate  city  sisters. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  one  of  the 
positions  in  which  he  wished  it  was  possible  for 
Mr.  Speaker  to  help  the  Government.  There 
were  more  aspirants  for  positions  in  the  Tele- 
phone Department  than  there  were  for  seals  on 
the  Treasury  benches.  He  might  say  that  ae 
a  general  rule  he  gave  these  positions  to  girla 
who  were  orphans,  or  who  were  assisting  to  sup- 
port their  widowed  mothers,  and  who  by  this 
means  helped  to  maintain  their  relatives. 
Unless  in  ve^  special  cases  only  such  girls  were 
appointed.  He  might  say  there  was  a  difference 
in  the  cost  to  the  colony  as  between  girls  from 
the  city  and  girls  from  the  country,  which 
affected  the  question  whether  girls  should  be 
brought  from  the  country  districts.     He  did 
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not  put  girls  from  the  town  into  country  tele- 
phone-offices, but  some  girls  were  brought  from 
the  country  to  the  town  telephones.  It  meant, 
however,  that  if  they  brougnt  a  girl  from  the 
country  to  the  town  they  must  pay  a  lodging- 
allowance  of  £20  the  first  year,  £10  the  second, 
and  £5  the  third  year,  and  they  had  to  take  that 
into  consideration.  He  might  say  that  at  the 
present  time  applications  for  appointments  to 
the  telephone  exchange  were  simply  legion. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter for  Railways,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  make  better  provision  for 
the  accommodation  of  railway  employes  who 
are  provided  by  the  department  with  sleeping- 
accommodation  in  trucks?  His  object  in 
placing  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper  was 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister  to  the 
necessity  for  providing  some  better  accommo- 
dation for  these  railway  employes.  He  thought 
when  the  Minister  considered  the  fact  that 
private  employers  were  required  by  law,  even 
for  temporary  employes,  to  provide  240  cubic 
feet  of  sleepmg-space  for  each  man,  he  would 
agree  that  the  railway  servants  who  occupied 
these  trucks  all  the  year  round  should  have 
some  better  provision  made  for  them.  In 
these  trucks  they  had  only  197  cubic  feet  of 
sleeping-aooommodatlon.  He  hoped  the  Minis- 
ter would  increase  the  accommodation  for  the 
men  by  reducing  the  number  who  slept  in  the 
trucks. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
the  building  of  new  huts  and  renovating  sleep- 
ing-vans was  being  done  on  improved  lines.  So 
far  as  he  could  see  personally,  these  people  were 
not  inconvenienced  very  seriously,  and  the  in- 
convenience was  not  continuous.  Those  of  us 
who  had  been  reared  in  the  colony  had  had  to 
put  up  with  ten  times  the  inconvenience  these 
men  suffered,  and  there  were  many  people  in 
the  country  now  who  had  far  worse  quarters. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  men  had  very  serious 
cause  for  complaint. 

CHARITABLE  AID  BOARDS. 
Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  asked  the  Govern- 
ment.  Whether  tney  will  amend  the  Hospital 
and  Charitable  Institutions  Act  by  providing 
that,  in  counties  where  the  Counties  Act  is  not 
in  operation,  the  representatives  of  such  dis- 
tricts on  the  Charitable  Aid  Boards  shall  be 
elected  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  by  which 
School  Committees  elect  representatives  to  the 
Boards  of  Education  ?  He  asked  the  question 
because  he  had  been  requested  by  several  local 
bodies  in  the  district  he  represented,  where  the 
Counties  Act  was  suspended,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  the  fact  that  the 
present  arrangements  in  connection  with  the 
election  of  representatives  to  the  Charitable 
Aid  Board  were  unsatisfactory.  For  instance, 
it  was  not  always  convenient  for  the  Chairmen 
of  Road  Boards  to  travel  long  distances  and 
attend  meetings  convened  for  the  purpose.  In 
such  cases  proxies  were  accepted  and  some- 
times abused.  The  suggestion  had  been  made, 
Mr.Seddon 


and  he  thought  it  wm  a  very  good  one,  that 
voting-papers  should  be  sent  to  the  local  bodies 
concerned,  and  that  the  choice  should  rest  with 
the  local  body  as  a  whole,  and  that  all  respon- 
sibility should  not  be  placed  upon  the  Chair- 
man. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  Government 
would  have  the  Local  Bodies  Reform  Bill  down 
shortly,  and  he  hoped,  if  members  of  the  House 
would  settle  down  to  work,  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  pass  it  this  session.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  advisable  the  question  should 
be  dealt  with  piecemeal  in  a  separate  Bill,  but 
when  the  principal  Bill  came  down  the  ques- 
tion could  then  be  considered. 

OTAGO  HUSSARS. 

Mr.  MILLAR  (Dunedin)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Defence,  Whether  it  is  his  intention 
to  allow  the  Canterbury  Yeomanry  to  remain 
as  a  cavalry  corps;  and,  if  so,  will  he  take 
steps  to  place  the  Otago  Hussars  on  the  same 
footing?  He  would  like  to  say  there  was  a^ 
strong  feeling  in  the  district  in  connection 
with  the  alteration  of  the  Otago  Hussars  from 
a  cavalry  corps  to  be  mounted  rifles.  A  depu- 
tation had  been  formed  and  when  interviewing 
the  Minister  they  had  been  distinctly  given  ta 
understand  that  the  corps  would  be  put  on 
exactly  the  same  footing  as  the  Canterbury 
Yeomanry.  They  had  since  been  led  to  believe 
that  the  Canterbury  Yeomanry  were  to  be 
allowed  to  retain  their  carbines,  and  that  they 
were  to  be  treated  as  an  exception.  The  Ota^po 
Hussars  were  practically  a  mounted  infantry 
corps  now,  as  they  had  handed  in  their  oar- 
bines  and  were  now  doing  mounted  rifle  work. 
It  was  unfair  and  a  heA  policy  to  burst  up  the 
best  cavalry  coips  in  the  colony  and  permit 
another  to  remam.  He  wanted  to  know  from 
the  Minister  of  Defence  whether  what  appeared 
in  the  ChristchVirch  Press  was  correct,  and,  if 
so,  if  he  would  at  once  take  steps  to  put  the 
Otago  Hussars  on  the  same  footing  as  the  Cem- 
terbury  Yeomanry  corps. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Defence) 
said  the  statement  in  the  Christohuroh  Prsss 
WM  not  correct.  Both  corps  had  agreed  to  be 
drilled  and  armed  as  mounted  infantry,  and 
what  would  be  done  with  regard  to  one  oorpe 
would  be  done  with  regard  to  the  other. 

GLENMARE  ESTATE. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Board  to  proceed  to  take 
Glenmark  under  the  compulsory  clauses  of  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Acts,  seeing  that  the  ques- 
tion of  appeal  against  the  Government  valuation 
of  Glenmark  has  been  settled  by  the  deoision  of 
Mr.  Bishop,  S.M.  ?  In  reference  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  this  estate  by  the  Land  Purchase  Board» 
he  might  be  permitted  to  remind  the  Minister 
that  in  June  of  last  year  he  forwarded  to  him 
a  largely  signed  requisition  by  persons  desiring 
to  obtain  land  to  settle  upon.  Up  to  date  he 
was  not  aware  that  anything  had  been  done  in 
the  way  of  the  Board  making  overtures  to  the 
owner  of  that  estate  with  a  view  of  obtaining  it 
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for  Battlement.  One  of  the  diffioalties  had  been 
zemoved — that  of  valuation.  Since  he  pre- 
sented the  petition  the  land  valuers  had  been 
ab  work ;  the  owner  disapproved  of  the  value 
put  upon  Glenmark;  an  appeal  was  nxade, 
and  the  question  oame  before  Mr.  Bishop,  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate.  The  evidence  of  ex- 
perts was  taken,  and,  after  careful  consideration, 
Mr.  Bishop  decided  the  value  should  be  increased 
by  the  sum  of  about  £9,000.  The  owner  of  the 
•state  appealed  to  have  it  raised  to  £25,000. 
The  question  of  valuation  being  practically 
settled,  that  difficulty  had  been  removed,  and 
he  now  hoped  the  Minister  of  Lands  would  be 
able  to  give  him  some  assurance  for  his  con- 
slitaents  and  others  to  expect  that  something 
would  be  done  with  a  view  of  acquiring  this 
magnificent  estate  for  settlement.  He  was 
aware  that  about  ten  thousand  acres  had  been 
disposed  of,  but  there  were  still  some  sixty  thou- 
sand acres  of  the  estate  left;  and  he  could 
assure  the  Minister  of  Lands  that  there  was  a 
large  demand  for  land  for  agricultural  and  pas- 
toral purposes.  He  did  not  ask  for  anything 
outside  the  law.  What  he  asked  was  that  the 
law  of  the  land  should  be  put  into  operation, 
with  a  view  of  acquiring  this  estate  in  an 
honourable  and  straightforward  manner  by 
paving  full. valuation. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  stated  was  quite 
true — about  a  petition  being  sent  to  him  last 
year  wi  th  regard  to  land  for  settlement—and  that 
petition  had  been  forwarded  by  him  to  the  Land 
l^irchase  Board  for  consideration.  There  had 
been  some  negotiations  with  regard  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Glenmark  Estate,  but  the  owner 
refused  the  offer  of  the  Land  Purchase  Board, 
and  the  Board  was  not  prepared  to  recommend 
that  the  estate  should  be  taken  compulsoriiy, 
and  it  was  not  prepared  to  make  that  recom- 
mendation even  now.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  valuation  being  settled,  as  the  honour- 
able member  thought,  the  valuation  had  been 
completed  so  far  as  the  land-tax  was  concerned  ; 
but  if  the  Government  wanted  to  purchase 
that  estate  compulsoriiy  it  would  have  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Court  for  the  purpose,  and 
the  valoation  would  have  to  be  gone  over  again 
on  behalf  of  the  Court  before  coming  to  a  de- 
cision as  to  what  price  should  be  paid  for  it. 
The  Government  at  any  time  would  be  quite 
willing  to  purchase,  but  the  gentleman  who 
held  the  estate  was  not  desirous  to  sell.  The 
next  question  was  whether  it  should  be  taken 
compulsoriiy,  and  the  Board  was  not  prepared 
to  recommend  that. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH  said  there  was  only  a 
small  margin  between  the  valuation  of  the 
Board  and  the  valuation  of  the  owner  of  the 


WAIAU  TRAFFICBRIDGE. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Will  the  Government,  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  place  a  substantial  sum  on  the 
estimates  as  a  subsidy  to  assist  the  Cheviot 
Coonty  Council  to  erect  a  traffic- bridge  over 
the  Waiaa  River  in  a  line  with  the  new  road 
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now  under  con*struction  between  the  Conway 
and  Kaikoura,  so  as  to  bring  the  Kaikoura, 
Marlborough,  and  I^elson  Districts  into  direct 
communication  by  road  with  Cheviot?  He 
would  like  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  that  the 
Waiau  River  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  Nelson  Provincial  Dis- 
trict. It  always  contained  a  large  volume  of 
water  and  was  very  dangerous  to  cross,  and 
many  lives  hsid  been  lost  of  persons  who  at- 
tempted to  cross  the  river.  The  question  of 
putting  a  bridge  over  the  river  was  beyond  the 
means  of  any  local  body.  All  he  asked  was 
that  that  that  the  Cheviot  County  Council 
should  have  a  substantial  subsidy  provided  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  colony,  on  the  same  scale  as 
the  Government  subsidies  given  by  Govern- 
ment to  other  local  bodies  for  the  erection  of 
bridges. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  thought  the  honourable 
member  was  quite  justified  in  bringing  forward 
this  matter,  as  the  bridging  of  the  Waiau  at 
the  place  referred  to  was  no  doubt  a  question 
that  would  have  to  be  settled  sooner  or  later, 
and  at  no  very  distant  date.  He  knew  the 
place  referred  to  by  the  honourable  nramber^ 
and  he  believed  it  was  the  proper  site  to  bridge 
the  river  to  connect  Cheviot  with  the  northern 
part  of  that  district ;  but  the  Amuri  County, 
as  well  as  the  Cheviot  County,  was  concerned. 
There  was  no  doubt  the  Kaikoura  Road 
would  be  eventually  the  main  road  through 
to  Christchurch ;  but  so  far,  roadmaking  was 
not  sufficiently  advanced  southwards  to  justify 
steps  being  immediately  taken  to  bridge  this 
river.  Up  to  the  present  time  they  bad  got 
no  estimate  of  what  the  cost  would  be.  To 
erect  that  bridge  would  post  a  considerable 
sum  of  money,  and  before  he  could  promise 
to  place  a  sum  on  the  estimates  he  thought  it 
necessary  he  should  have  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  bridging  the  river  at  this  place;  in 
fact,  the  whole  scheme  in  connection  with  the 
road  right  tl^rough  from  Cheviot  to  Kaikoura 
would  have  to  be  considered  before  he  could 
ask  the  House  to  pass  a  vote  for  this  bridge. 
The  honourable  member  was  quite  justified  in 
bringing  the  matter  up.  It  was  certainly  a 
colonial  work  that  would  have  to  be  attended 
to  before  long. 

WELLINGTON-NAPIER  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  HOGG  (Master ton)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  Whether,  pending  the  introduc- 
tion of  gas  for  lighting  the  passenger-carriages 
on  the  Government  line  between  Wellington 
and  Napier,  he  will  take  steps  to  supply  the 
electric  light,  so  that  the  line  may  be  placed 
on  a  similar  footing  to  the  Wellington-Mana- 
watu  line  ?  He  thought  it  was  highly  desirable 
the  rail  way -carriages  should  be  lighted  in  a 
very  different  way  from  what  they  were.  The 
department  insisted  on  the  use  of  a  kind  of 
will-o'-the-wisps,  in  broad- bottomed  pickle- 
jars —  he  could  compare  them  to  nothing 
else.  They  were  instruments  of  torture;  emd 
even  this  kind  of  lamp— -he  did  not  know  that 
they  deserved  the  name — were  suddenly  suffo- 
cated in  the  tunnels.    The  passengers  were  left 
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in  darkness,  and  the  conversation  that  went  on 
was  anything  hut  pleasant,  mixed  as  it  was 
with  blessings  on  the  department  and  a  little 
profanity.  He  understood  they  had  been  cook- 
ing some  species  of  gas  for  nearly  two  years, 
and  a  promise  was  given  that  the  carriages 
would  be  lighted  up  with  this  gas,  hut  it  seemed 
to  him  the  gas  was  as  far  off  as  the  millennium 
or  prohibition.  That  being  the  case,  he  hoped 
the  Minister  would  give  a  reply  that  the  electric 
light  would  be  introduced.  For  his  part,  he 
almost  despaired  of  this  gas  being  introduced. 
.  QQ  Mr.  0 ADMAN  said  he  quite  agreed 
*  '  with  the  honourable  gentleman  as  to 
the  importance  of  lights  in  the  railway  car- 
riages, and  one  of  the  first  things  he  did  when 
he  became  Minister  for  Railways  was  to  start 
and  make  a  change  in  this  respect.  It  had 
taken  time  to  import  plant  and  other  necessary 
materiel,  and  already  in  some  parts  of  the 
colony  there  bad  been  a  marked  improvement. 
At  present  there  was  no  intention  to  light  the 
railway  carrie^es  up  with  electricity.  After 
careful  consideration  of  the  matter,  they  decided 
to  adopt  the  Pintsch  gas  system,  whidh  was  ex- 
tensively used  both  in  America  and  England. 
And,  so  far  as  Wellington  was  concerned,  the 
honourable  gentleman  evidently  did  not  know 
what  was  going  on  about  here.  He  might  say 
that  in  about  a  month's  time  they  hoped  to 
start  lighting  the  Wellington-Napier  line  with 
the  new  system.  At  present  they  were  erecting 
the  necessary  building  for  the  gas  plant,  and 
attaching  the  requisite  appliances  to  the  car- 
riages ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  in  working 
order  in  about  a  month's  time. 

OTAGO  DISTRICT  MANCHESTER  UNITY 
ODDFELLOWS'  FRIENDLY  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  SLI60  (Dunedin)  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  place  a  sum  on  the  estimates 
sufficient  to  reimburse  the  Otago  District  Man- 
chester Unity  Oddfellows'  Friendly  Society  for 
the  expense  the  society  has  b«en  put  to  in 
obtaining  registration  of  its  rules,  after  long 
delay  and  expensive  legal  proceedings  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  owing  to  the  Registrar  of 
Friendly  Societies  having  refused  to  register 
rules  which  had  previously  been  approved  and 
registered  under  the  same  Act  which  he  re- 
cently claimed  to  have  sanctioned  his  refusal  ? 
He  would  like  to  say,  in  asking  the  question, 
that  the  friendly  societies  would  on  all  occa- 
sions be  very  pleased  to  get  from  the  Registrar 
of  the  department  or  the  Revising  Barrister 
hints  for  the  improvement  of  their  rules;  but 
when  it  came  to  the  Registrar  or  the  Re- 
vising Barrister  dictating  what  the  principles 
of  the  rules  should  be  —  whether  they  were 
so  justified  by  the  law,  or  by  the  Friendly 
Societies  Act  or  not  was  a  different  matter 
entirely.  In  this  case,  the  case  weis  tried 
in  Dunedin,  and  the  Judge  decided  that  the 
Registrar  and  the  Revising  Barrister  had  gone 
beyond  their  functions  and  insisted  upon 
amendments  in  the  rules  which  were  submitted 
for  registration  which  the  law  did  not  justify 
them  in  asking  for,  and  which  the  Friendly 
Society  Societies  Act  in  no  way  countenanced. 
Mr,  Hogg 


It  so  happened  that  the  alterations  on  which 
the  rules  were  stuck  up — If  he  might  use  the 
phrase — were  rules  which  had  been  formerly 
registered  under  the  same  Friendly  Societies 
Act,  and  there  was  not  any  difference,  so  far  as 
he  knew,  in  the  laws  generally  affecting  these 
societies. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  was  invariably  the 
case. 

Mr.  SLIGO  said,  lust  so ;  but  it  did  not 
certainly  improve  the  matter.  Then  this 
society-— the  first  in  the  colony  to  do  so — 
determined  that  they  would  have  to  take  a 
stand  in  the  matter,  and  in  order  to  get,  not 
only  their  rules  registered,  but  in  order  also  to 
give  other  societies  an  opportunity  to  get  their 
rules  registered,  they  decided  to  take  the  cane 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  and,  as  he  had  said, 
the  Judge  decided  entirely  in  favour  of  the 
society.  But  he  thought  the  House,  and  also 
Ministers,  would  recognise  that  it  was  very 
hard  that  friendly  societies  should  be  obliged 
to  spend  their  funds  in  legal  actions  of  this 
kind.  The  society  was  justified  in  claiming 
and  expecting  that  these  rules  would  be  regis- 
tered from  the  fact  that  the  rules  had  been 
formerly  registered — he  must  again  refer  to 
that  point  —  under  the  same  Act  as  was  at 
present  in  force,  and,  certainly,  that  fact 
might  have  made  the  Registrar  and  the  Revis- 
ing Barrister  pause  and  consider  whether  they 
were  justified  in  carrying  the  thing  to  the 
extent  they  did.  He  thought,  in  putting 
this  question  on  the  Order  Paper,  that  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  this  society  had  had  to  go  into 
Court, — and  had  had  to  pay  legal  expenses  to 
obtain  justice,  and  to  clear  the  way  for  other 
societies,  —  it  would  be  fair  and  reasonable 
that  they  should  be  recompensed  for  the  costs 
to  which  they  had  been  put  In  contesting  this 
matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  although  the  recent 
decision  of  His  Honor  Mr.  Jusdoe  Pennefather 
must  be  taken  as  over-ruling  the  decision  of 
the  Registrar  in  refusing  to  register  a  certain 
rule  of  the  Manchester  Unity,  I.O.O.F.,  Otago 
District,  touching  the  secession  of  branches, 
the  reasons  reported  to  be  given  by  His  Honor 
in  support  of  his  judgment  were  open  to  com- 
ment, more  especially  as  there  was  no  appeal. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Of  course  it  was  open  to 
comment.  He  did  not  wish  it  for  a  moment  to 
be  said  that  the  Registrar  or  Revising  Barrister 
had  no  grounds  for  supporting  his  contention. 
The  refusal  to  register  was  based  on  three 
grounds :  (1)  That  the  provision  as  to  uncon- 
ditional consent  was  arbitrary  and  unreason- 
able; (2)  that  such  provision  would  not,  in 
accordance  with  the  English  practice,  be  re- 
gistered in  England  ;  (8)  that  the  general  rules 
of  the  Order  contained  no  such  provision  as  to 
consent  by  a  district  or  the  parent  society. 
The  judgment,  so  far  as  he  could  gather,  ran 
as  follows : — 

"It  must  be  observed  of  these  groands  of 
objection  the  first  and  third  deal  with  seoenion 
only,  the  second  may  possibly  deal  with  that, 
or  with  dissolution,  or  both;    also  that  the 
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objections  are  not  to  amendments  of  the  rule 
hvLt  to  the  retention  of  (?  in)  the  amended  rales 
of  provisions  now  contained  in  the  existinfc 
rules." 

Now,  the  second  objection  above  referred  to 
relates  solely  to  the  English  practice  re 
secession,  and  this  was  set  forth  in  the 
Begistrar's  Year-book.  This  book  was  made 
a  part  of  the  special  case,  and  the  statement 
of  the  law  as  to  secession  of  branches  in  such 
Year-book  was  as  follows : — 

**  71.  The  conditions  for  the  secession  of 
branches  are  also  left  to  the  discretion  of 
societies.  Bat  they  mast  be  substantial  ones, 
€.^.,  a  rale  woald  not  be  registered  which  made 
secession  dependent  on  the  consent  of  the 
society,  or  of  its  central  body,  nor  one  which 
made  secession  more  difficult  than  dissolution." 

Now,  adverting  to  his  Honour's  judgment, 
how  it  could  be  said  of  the  above  passage  **  that 
it  may  possibly  deal  with  secession  *'  only,  was 
difficult  to  understand,  as  the  paragraph  dealt 
entirely  with  *'  the  conditions  for  the  secession 
of  branches."  Later  on,  in  dealing  with  this 
second  ground  of  objection,  and  with  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Englinh  office,  his  Honour  says  :— 

**  No  doubt,  if  the  Registrar  was  of  opinion 
that  a  rule  like  the  present  one  would  not 
scarry  into  effect  the  object  of  the  persons  de- 
siring to  form  a  society  he  might  advise  with 
the  secretary  on  the  subject ;  but  no  case  has 
been  cited  or  evidence  produced  to  show  that 
the  Registrar  has  ever  refused  to  sanction  such 
an  alteration  of  a  rule." 

But,  adverting  to  section  71  of  the  Registrar's 
Year-book,  as  quoted  above,  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  English  Registrar  distinctly  stated  that 
such  a  rule  as  the  one  under  notice  "  would 
not  be  registered."  It  was  surely,  therefore, 
superfluous  to  require  evidence  of  specific  acts 
of  refusal  to  register  after  such  a  distinct 
official  pronouncement.  So  far  as  he  could 
ascertain,  the  practice  in  England  was  for 
an  Assistant  Registrar  or  subordinate  officer  to 
peruse  the  rules  before  submitting  them  to  the 
Registrar,  or  for  the  parties  to  consult  with  the 
Hegistrar  or  secretary  before  formally  sub- 
•mitting  the  rules.  In  either  case,  therefore, 
it  was  most  unlikely  that  such  a  rule  as  this 
vFould — in  the  face  of  the  Registrar's  statement 
in  seotion  71— ever  reach  the  stage  of  being 
le fused  for  the  purposes  of  registration.  It 
was  most  improbable  that  any  society  would 
formally  submit  such  a  rule.  The  effect  of  his 
Honour's  judgment,  therefore,  seemed  to  be 
this :  that,  with  regsjxl  to  secession  of  branches, 
a  form  of  rule  might  be  registered  in  this  colony 
which  would  not  be  sanctioned  or  registered  by 
the  Registrar  in  England  under  a  statute  similar 
in  all  material  points  to  the  Friendly  Societies 
Act  in  force  in  New  Zealand.  As  he  said, 
he  met  the  societies,  and  he  thought  he  was 
practically  responsible  for  this  being  solved  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  heA  been  solved.  Now, 
it  was  a  fair  understanding  between  the  parties. 

Mr.  BLIGO  said  there  was  no  understand- 
ing in  that  statement. 

Hr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  give  it  to  the 
iioiioQzabls  gentleman. 


Mr.  TANNER  said  the  answer  was  worthy 
of  the  department— it  evaded  the  whole  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Very  well ;  he  simply 
said  that  when  this  dispute  arose  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  getting  the  thing  solved,  so  as  to 
effectually  set  at  rest  the  dispute  once  and  for 
all.  They  had,  of  course,  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Oourt ;  but,  as  he  said,  at  the  same 
time  he  found  the  Registrar  had  some  grounds 
from  the  reading  of  the  English  law,  to  warrant 
him  doing  what  he  had  done.  Now  he  came, 
of  course,  to  the  question  submitted  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  as  to  the 
payment  of  costs.  Well,  he  might  say  that 
the  question  of  the  registration  of  the  rules  of 
the  above-mentioned  society  came  before  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Dunedin,  at  the  request  of 
the  society,  as  a  special  case,  and  that  the  fol- 
lowing was  an  extract  from  a  letter,  dated 
the  26th  February,  1898,  from  the  society's 
solicitor  to  the  Registrar  :— 

"  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  15th,  and  have  to  thank  you  for 
your  courtesy,  and  the  facilities  you  have 
afforded  my  clients  to  have  the  matter  in 
dispute  adjudicated  upon  expeditiously  and 
economically.  I  agree  to  your  proposal  that 
each  side  should  bear  its  own  costs." 

That  being  the  case,  it  was  unreasonable  to 
ask  the  colony  to  bear  them,  and  his  answer 
would  therefore  be  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Premier  whether 
the  Registrar  decided  these  things  by  himself, 
or  did  he  get  the  ewlvice  of  the  Revising  Bar- 
rister. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  most  decidedly,  he 
acted  on  the  eidvice  of  the  Revising  Barrister. 

Mr.  SLIGO  said  there  was  no  doubt  the 
Registrar  did  act  on  the  advice  of  the  Revising 
Barrister,  but  since  this  trouble  had  begun  the 
societies  had  assured  themselves  that  there 
was  interference  not  countenanced  by  the 
Revising  Barrister.  They  did  not  know  whence 
It  came,  but  it  was  ascertained  to  be  so.  In 
connection,  at  all  events,  with  one  set  of  rules 
that  he  knew  of,  the  Revising  Barrister  dis- 
claimed interference  in  several  important  par- 
ticulars in  which  the  Registrar  had  made 
alterations,  and  the  Registrar  had  to  give  up 
the  position  he  assumed.  He  did  not  know 
whence  the  interference  came,  but  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  societies  had  certainly 
been  interfered  with  most  unjustifiably  and  in 
a  very  irritating  way. 

Mr.  SEDDON. said,  at  all  events  there  had 
been  no  Ministerial  interference. 

Mr.  SLIGO  did  not  think  there  was. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  as  far  as  getting  the 
Department  and  the  Registrar  and  the  Barrister 
to  work  in  harmony  with  the  friendly  societies, 
he  had  done  his  level-best  to  promote  it,  and  hs 
might  say,  as  far  as  the  Revising  Barrister  was 
concerned,  he  heA  had  a  great  deal  of  blame 
cast  upon  him  that  was  quite  undeserved.  At 
any  rate,  they  had  altered  the  rules  now,  and 
had  given  the  societies  free  access  to  the  Re- 
vising Barrister,  and  he  believed  himself,  if  the 
thing  were  probed  to  the  bottom,there  weze  thoas 
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irho  belonged  to  tlie  societies  who  had  inter- 
fered in  the  direction  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  mentioned.  But  the  utmost  care  must 
be  taken  to  safeguard  those  who  went  into  these 
friendly  societies;  otherwise  it  might  happen 
thatf  believing  certain  societies  were  financially 
sound,  people  would  contribute  to  them  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  then  when  the  husband 
died  the  wife  might  find  that  no  provision  was 
forthcoming,  or  if  the  contributor  himself  fell 
sick  there  might  be  found  to  be  no  provision 
made,  and  that  the  societies  were  practically 
bad  financially.  That  wm  the  difficulty,  and 
the  State  must  endeavour  to  meet  it.  The 
onus  was  cast  upon  them,  and  they  must 
endeavour  to  protect  the  general  public.  He 
said  they  must  see  that  the  law  was  complied 
with.  The  very  anxiety  to  have  the  law  ob- 
served heA  probably  led  the  office  to  go  too  far 
in  the  other  direction.  However,  he  was  sure 
that  whatever  happened — d>nd  a  case  had  gone 
against  the  Begistrar— he  must  submit,  and 
they  knew  now  the  law,  at  all  events,  from  the 
Bench. 

Mr.  SLIGO  would  say  there  had  been  a  con- 
siderable improvement,  he  believed,  in  the 
relations  between  the  Registrar's  Office  and  the 
societies  since  these  matters  began  to  be  in- 
quired into. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  ssked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  attention  of  the  Government  has  been 
directed  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Levinge,  Medical 
Superintendent,  Ghristohurch  Lunatic  Asylum, 
contained  in  the  Annual  Report,  1898,  on  the 
Lunatic  Asylums  of  the  colony,  and  strongly 
supported  by  Dr.  MacGregor,  on  the  subject  of 
lunatics,  idiots,  and  imbeciles  ?  He  had  been 
induced  to  place  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  in  consequence  of  information  he  had 
obtained  when  visiting  the  Ghristohurch, 
Wellington,  and  Porirua  Asylums,  and  also  in 
consequence  of  the  information  now  available 
to  members  of  the  House  in  the  annual 
reports  of  the  hospitals  and  charitable  insti- 
tutions of  the  colony,  and  likewise  the  reports 
on  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony  by  the 
Medical  Superintendent,  Dr.  MacGregor.  As 
the  question  stood  on  the  Order  Paper  it 
might  appear  somewhat  ambiguous  to  honour- 
able members.  He  might  be  permitted,  how- 
ever, to  point  out  that  the  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  did  not  stand  exactly  in  the 
form  in  which  he  gave  notice  of  it  to  the 
House.  Mr.  Speaker  had  exercised  his  right 
of  censorship,  and  had  deleted  one  or  two 
lines  from  the  question.  As  it  appeared,  his 
question  might  be  considered  to  be  in  the 
direction  of  asking  that  some  provision  should 
be  made  for  imbecilAP,  idiots,  and  aged  persons 
suffering  from  senile  decay ;  but  as  that  aspect 
of  the  question  had  been  dealt  with  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  last  night  it  was  not 
necessary  to  refer  to  it  now.  He  would  like  to 
refer  to  another  aspect  of  the  question,  which, 
he  thought,  must  be  within  the  knowledge  of 
every  member  of  the  House.  This  aspect  of 
the  question  had  been  considered  by  medical 
Mr.  Seddon 


men  and  experts,  and  all  practical  men  would 
realise  that  no  feeling  of  false  delicacy  should 
deter  them  from  bringing  forward  the  questioxk 
and  exercising  the  public  mind  thereon.  The 
Government  were,  he  had  no  doubt,  aware  that 
the  matter  that  he  now  referred  to  in  his 
question  was  one  that  was  being  taken  up  in 
England,  in  America,  and  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  and  waa  also  being  taken  up  here  by 
the  medical  men  of  the  colony.  The  number 
of  lunatics  and  others  that  were  in  our  asylums 
suffering  from  maladies  produced  by  preventible 
causes  within  the  control  of  the  people  of  this 
colony,  he  thought,  was  assuming  very  alarm- 
ing proportions,  and  therefore  he  asked  the- 
Government  if  they  had  seriously  entertained 
this  aspect  of  the  question ;  and,  inasmuch  as- 
honourable  members  had  read  the  reports  of 
Dr.  MacGregor  both  on  the  charitable  institu- 
tions and  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony,  in 
which  the  question  was  very  fully  dealt  with^ 
it  was  quite  unnecessary  for  him  to  read  ex- 
tracts from  these  reports.  At  the  same  time, 
he  could  not  help  pointing  out  chat  those  lawa 
which  were  strictly  attended  to  in  the  selection 
of  animals  for  propagation  were  absolutely 
ignored  when  applied  to  a  certain  class  of  the 
human  family,  and  he  thought  they  ought  to 
be  attended  to,  and  given  effect  to,  in  solving^ 
this  most  important  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
queution  of  our  asylums,  and  the  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  imbeciles  and  the  idiots,  were 
bound  to  engage  the  attention  of  this  Parlia- 
ment to  a  very  great  extent.  They  had  had 
them  from  the  very  start,  and  would  have  them, 
he  supposed,  to  the  finish.  The  honourable 
member  had  put  his  question  very  moderately,, 
and  had  brought  a  phase  of  the  matter  up  to- 
day which  had  not  yet  been  the  subject-matter 
of  debate.  In  fact,  it  was  a  new  phase  of  the 
question.  He  might  say,  first  of  all,  as  re- 
garded the  lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony,  that 
he  absolutely  denied  there  was  anything  in  the 
way  of  scandal  attached  to  them.  Only  this 
morning  he  had  been  discussing  this  matter 
with  one  of  the  Official  Visitors,  who  told  him 
that  neither  the  Wellington  nor  the  Porinia 
Asylum  was  overcrowded.  This  Visitor  said 
that  at  one  time  they  had  to  provide  shake- 
downs, as  he  called  them,  but,  as  he  said,  '*  I 
have  had  to  do  as  much  in  my  own  house.*'  If 
they  made  use  of  a  sitting-room  by  putting 
into  it  a  couple  of  beds  for  lunatics,'  one  had 
sometimes  to  do  the  same  thing  in  one's  own 
house  for  visitors ;  but,  as  regarded  exercise, 
accommodation,  and  good  food,  he  said  the  in- 
mates  of  the  asylums  were  much  better  off 
and  much  better  attended  to  than  the  working- 
classes  of  this  colony.  He  might  say  this  :  that 
the  Government  were  dealing  with  this  matter 
in  such  a  way  as,  he  was  sure,  would  commend 
itself  to  the  people  of  this  colony  ultimately. 
It  was  not  escaping  their  attention.  They 
were  not  at  all  disregarding  their  responsibility 
in  respect  of  this  matter.  But  what  ne  did  say 
was  this  :  where  they  bad  got,  as  they  had  got 
now,  an  application  to  spend  £1,000  to  build  a 
residence  for  the  doctor  at  Porirua,  and  at  tb» 
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«ftme  time  they  wanted  dormitorieB  and  sleep- 
ing-aoooQimodation  for  patients,  and  they  got 
a  recommendation  to  spend  money  for  this 
porpose,  they  most  give  their  earliest  at- 
tention to  the  more  pressing  wants.  There 
was  a  portion  of  the  building  at  dunnyside 
used  for  oases  that  should  be  set  apart  for 
separate  treatment  and  for  inspection  by  the 
medical  man,  as  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  his  question,  and  if  honourable 
members  made  up  their  minds  to  have  an  im- 
provement in  this  respect  the  aooommodation 
was  already  there.  So  far  as  the  Government 
were  concerned,  they  would  like  to  see  an  im- 
•piovement.  He  quite  agreed  there  were  a 
number  of  persons  placed  in  our  asylums  who 
were  not  really  lunatics,  and  who  would  not 
have  been  for  a  moment  committed  in  Eng- 
land. Representations  had  been  also  made  to 
the  Gorvemment  with  regard  to  dealing  with 
imbeciles,  and  to  make  the  change  the  honour- 
able member  contemplated  meant  a  very  large 
-sum  of  money.  If  the  Government  put  all  the 
tdiotfl  in  the  colony  under  treatment  it  would 
mean  a  very  large  sum  of  money.  The  ques- 
tion was  a  serious  one,  and  when  later  on  the 
Statement  came  down  this  matter  would  be 
^ealt  with.  The  Government  had  not  definitely 
arrived  at  a  decision,  but  he  thought  if  they 
had  an  Assistant- Inspector  it  would  lead  to  an 
improvement.  There  might  be  other  means ; 
'but  he  thought  with  the  asylums  they  had,  and 
the  time  it  took  to  do  the  work,  the  duty  was 
too  much  for  any  one  man.  That  was  the 
•conclusion  they  were  fast  arriving  at. 

VANCOUVER  MAIL  DELIVERY. 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin)  asked 
the  Postmaster-General,  Whetiier  he  is  aware 
of  any  complaints  msbde  as  to  the  delay  in 
delivery  of  the  Vancouver  mail  between  Wel- 
lington and  Dunedin,  and,  if  he  find  such  com- 
plaints well-founded,  will  he  take  steps  to 
cemedy  the  grievance  ?  He  asked  this  ques- 
tion because  the  people  of  Dunedin  had  com- 
plained— not  for  the  first  time — of  what  ap- 
peared to  them  and  to  him  (Mr.  Mackenzie) 
io  be  a  most  unwarrantable  delay  In  the  de- 
livery of  the  English  mails  between  Wellington 
and  Dunedin.  In  the  present  instance  the 
Vancouver  mail  arrived  in  Wellington  at  8 
A.m.  on  Saturday,  23rd  July,  and  it  left  at 
midnight  for  the  South.  He  did  not  himself 
know  on  what  grounds  the  English  mails  should 
be  detained  in  Wellington  for  sixteen  hours, 
but  even  after  that  delay  the  mails  should 
have  arrived  in  Lyttelton  at  2  p.m.  on  Sunday, 
and  should  have  been,  according  to  even  de- 
partmental expectations,  in  Dunedin  at  6  a.m. 
on  Monday,  the  25th.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
mails  were  not  generally  distributed  in  Dun- 
edin until  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  the  26th— 
that  was  to  say,  a  delay  of  seventy- five  hours 
took  place  between  the  arrival  of  the  mails  in 
Wellington  and  delivery  in  Dunedin.  In  other 
wotds,  the  time  of  transmission  between  Wel- 
lington and  Dunedin  was  as  great  as  it  ought 
to  be  between  Auckland  and  Dunedin.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  would  be  able  to  explain 


the  delay,  and  take  steps  to  prevent  it  occur- 
ring again. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  question  was  under- 
stood to  refer  to  the  Dunedin  portion  of  the 
last  Vancouver  mail,  which  arrived  at  Welling- 
ton on  Saturday  last.  The  southern  mails 
were  despatched  by  the  "  Penguin  "  on  Satur- 
day night,  and  should  in  ordinary  course  have 
reached  Dunedin  at  two  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning,  which  would  have  enabled  the  corre* 
spend ence  to  be  sorted  into  the  private  boxes 
before  business  hours,  and  delivered  through- 
out Dunedin  and  suburbs  by  the  carriers 
leaving  the  ofiSce  at  eight  a.m.  Unfortunately, 
the  *'  Penguin  "  encountered  very  bad  weather 
on  the  trip  from  Wellington  to  Lyttelton,  and, 
instead  of  reaching  there  at  two  p.m.,  she  did 
not  arrive  until  about  nine  hours  later.  The 
mails  left  for  Dunedin  by  special  train  without 
delay,  but  the  Railway  Department  found  it 
impossible,  owing  to  other  trains  on  the  line, 
to  run  the  special  further  than  Oamaru,  where 
the  mails  were  transferred  to  the  half-past 
seven  a.m.  ordinary  train,  and  did  not  arrive 
at  Dunedin  until  after  one  p.m.  All  letters 
were  sorted  into  private  boxes  by  two  p.m.i  and 
town  letters  were  sent  out  by  the  letter-carriers 
for  delivery  shortly  after  that  hour,  but  the 
letters  for  those  suburbs  which  were  delivered 
over  by  letter-carrier  only  once  a  day  were  not 
sent  out  until  the  following  morning.  The 
delay  appeared  to  have  been  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  the  department.  As  a  general  rule, 
mails  forwarded  by  the  steamer  leaving  Wel- 
lington on  Saturday  night  should  reach  Dun- 
edin in  good  time  to  enable  all  correspondence 
to  be  sent  out  for  delivery  before  business 
hours  on  Monday  morning.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  thought  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment could  not  be  blamed,  as  they  were  not 
responsible  for  the  bad  weather  the  **  Penguin  ** 
encountered,  and  it  seemed  to  him  there  was  a 
delay  of  only  a  few  hours  in  the  delivery  of  the 
letters  in  Dunedin. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  they  were 
not  delivered  before  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  suburbs,  he  thought, 
did  not  get  their  letters  until  next  morning. 

WAIHOU  NATIVE  LANDS. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, When  the  return  ordered  on  the 
12th  instant,  being  No.  8  on  Order  Paper  of 
that  date,  page  120,  relating  to  allocation  of 
Native  lands  in  Reserve  891,  Waihou,  will  be 
laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  send  down  to  the 
Native  Office  and  ask  the  cause  of  the  delay. 
He  presumed  it  was  in  course  of  preparation. 

WELLINGTON  TELEPHONE  SUB- 
SCRIBERS. 
Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington)  asked  the  Post- 
master-General,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  in- 
justice to  telephone  subscribers  in  Wellington 
residing  south  of  the  Basin  Reserve,  on  account 
of  the  fact  that  mileage  is  charged  for  from  tlie 
Exchange,  which,  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
the  Government,  is  situated  at  the  horthezn  end 
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of  the  city,  he  will  order  that  mileage  be 
reckoned  in  future  from  some  central  point ;  also 
whether  the  department  has  ever  enforced  the 
penalty  against  persons  who  have  guaranteed 
that  a  subscriber  outside  a  certain  limit  will 
keep  up  his  subscription  for  at  least  five  years ; 
and  whether,  if  this  has  not  been  done,  he  will 
order  the  discontinuance  of  the  demand  for 
guarantors  ?  This  question  would,  he  thought, 
commend  itself  to  the  sympathy  of  the 
Government.  The  Telephone  Exchange  had 
been  moved  to  a  comer  of  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  the  Government  Buildings  after  the 
fire  that  occurred  at  the  Post  Office.  The 
efiect  of  this  was  that  a  large  number  of 
residents  in  the  city  were  thrown  beyond 
the  two-miles  radius,  and  had  consequently  to 
pay  for  the  extra  wire.  As  a  matter  of  justice 
to  the  citizens  it  was  unfair  that  the  telephone 
exchange  should  be  placed  at  one  end  of  a 
city  because  the  Government  had  a  section  of 
their  own,  and  could  so  save  expense  by  escap- 
ing the  coat  of  buying  a  site  in  the  centre,  and 
that  consequently  the  subscribers  at  the  other 
end  of  the  tovm  should  ever  be  called  upon  to 

Eay  an  excess  rate  through  the  Government 
aving  thus  been  able  to  escape  the  cost  of  a 
central  site.  He  thought  the  exchange  should 
be  located  in  some  part  of  Cuba  Street,  which 
was  about  the  geographical  centre  of  the  city. 
Then,  as  to  the  bond  required  to  be  signed, 
it  was  a  very  irritating  matter  for  a  person  to 
have  to  seek  some  one  to  sign  a  bond  for  £10 
that  he  would  use  the  telephone  for  five  years, 
and  it  heA  caused  a  good  deal  of  vexation 
amongst  the  citizens.  The  regulation  was 
petty:  it  was  a  fair  departmental  risk.  He 
might  say  he  did  not  Imow  of  any  occasion 
when  these  penalties  had  been  enforced,  and 
he  did  not  think  any  good  purpose  could  be 
served  by  maintaining  the  practice. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Wellington  Exchange, 
when  first  opened,  was  in  the  Post  Office  Build- 
ing, which  was  burned  down  in  1887.  It  then 
became  necessary  to  provide  new  accommoda- 
tion, and  this  was  done  by  erecting  a  special 
building  for  the  exchange  away  from  the  post- 
office,  the  site  selected  being  near  to  the 
Government  Buildings,  and  on  Government 
ground.  The  charges  for  all  connections  made 
since  that  time  have  been  for  the  distances 
from  that  point.  It  wm  obvious  that  only 
such  a  system  of  charging  could  be  enforced, 
ae,  if  any  other  were  adopted,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  charge  subscribers  at  the  north  end 
of  the  city,  or  those  at  Wadestown,  Khan- 
dallah,  Ngahauranga,  and  other  places,  for 
more  than  the  actual  length  of  their  wire; 
while  in  the  case  of  subscribers  in  the  south 
end  of  the  city,  the  department  could  not 
afford  to  erect  and  maintain  a  certain  length 
of  wire  for  which  nothing  would  be  paid. 
With  regard  to  enforcing  the  penc^ty  against 
persons  who  had  guaranteed  that  a  subscriber 
outside  a  certain  limit  would  keep  up  his  sub- 
scription for  at  least  five  years,  these  sub- 
acribers  had  generally  fulfilled  the  conditions 
of  the  agreement  made,  and  no  special  enforce- 
xnent  had  been  found  neoesaary.  The  present 
Ur.DtUhie 


regulations,  however,  which  had  been  in  force- 
since  1st  April,  1697,  only  stipulated  that  m- 
subscriber  requiring  a  wire  to  be  erected  over- 
a  mile  in  lengtJ^  should  rent  it  for  a  minimum 
period  of  three  years,  and  he  would  not  need 
to  find  any  bondsmen. 

.  ^         Mr.  DUTHIE.— When  was  that  al- 

*-^-     tered? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Since  the  1st  April,  1897. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  had  been  spoken  to 
about  a  bond  within  the  last  two  or  three 
weeks. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  regulations  had  been  - 
in  force  since  the  Ist  April,  1897. 

WORKERS*    COMPENSATION    FOR 
ACCIDENTS  BILL. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Christchurch)  asked  the  Pre- 
mier,— (1)  Whether  the  members  of  the  Indus- 
trial Corporation  were  supplied  with  copies  of 
the  Workers'  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill  • 
as  read  a  first  time  in  the  House;  and  (2)» 
whether  the  delegates  from  the  Industrial  Cor- 
poration were  supplied  with  copies  of  the  aaid 
Bill  before  being  invited  to  give  evidence  on 
the  Bill  before  the  Labour  Bills  Committee  f 
The  Industrial  Corporation  consisted  of  dele- 
gates from  the  various  industrial  associa- 
tions of  the  colony.  That  corporation  met 
early  on  in  the  session  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  matters  of  interest  to  those  en- 
gaged in  industrial  pursuits.  Axuongst  other 
measures  which  they  took  into  consideration, 
were  the  labour  Bills,  and  amongst  them  the 
Workers'  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill. 
They  were  supplied  with  a  printed  copy  of  the 
Bill,  and  after  they  had  been  before  the  Labour 
Bills  Committee  and  concluded  their  labours 
it  was  discovered  that  the  copy  which  they  had 
differed  in  an  essential  point  from  the  copy 
of  the  Bill  introduced  in  the  House.  Clause 
17  of  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  was  not 
in  the  copy  of  the  Bill  supplied  to  the  Indua- 
trial  Corporation.  Clause  17  was  the  clause 
which  made  compensation  a  first  charge.  This 
was  not  the  first  nor  the  second  time  that  that 
sort  of  thing  had  occurred.  It  would  appear 
that  information  to  which  employers  were 
entitled  had  been  withheld  from  them — ^whe- 
ther intentionally  or  through  sheer  careless- 
ness did  not  very  much  matter.  He  supposed 
he  would  get  one  of  the  usual  replies  from  the 
Premier,  but  he  had  brought  the  question  for- 
ward in  the  hope  that  such  a  thing  would  not 
occur  again. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  the  honourable 
member  was  quite  right;  he  would  get  the 
usual  reply  from  the  Premier,  and  the  reply 
would  be  in  accordance  with  the  facts  of  the 
case.  He  was  never  more  surprised  in  his  life 
than  he  was  to  see  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper,  because  on  the  application  of  the  body 
in  question  he  immediately  had  copies  of  the 
Bills  forwarded  to  them.  His  permanent  in- 
structions were  that  whatever  was  given  to  the 
labour  unions  must  be  given  to  the  employers 
and  to  the  industrial  associations.  The  depart- 
ment informed  him  that  that  had  been  done- 
The  answer  from  the  department  was :  **  In  re» 
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fkj  to  the  flni  qaestloD,  Yes ;  and  to  the  aeoond 
faeetion,  Yee.'*  Therefore,  he  could  not  under- 
■tttod  the  situfttion.  The  same  Bill  that  was 
lent  to  the  Industrial  Assooiation  was  sent  to 
the  Trades  and  Labour  Oonferenoe.  Some 
weeks  before  the  session,  these  associations 
aslMd  for  copies  of  those  Bills  which  it  was 
intended  to  submit  to  Parliament;  but,  e^en 
during  the  session,  facts  might  come  before 
Mini&rs  or  the  departments  which  required  an 
alteration  in  a  Bill.  These  were  draft  Bills  : 
thej  gave  the  general  principles,  but  amend- 
ments might  subsequently  be  msbde  in  details. 
Owing  to  the  decision  in  the  Brunner  case  a 
eroriaion  had  to  be  introduced  as  to  making  a 
first  charge.  After  the  decision  in  the  Brunner 
ease  as  regards  the  debenture-holders — that 
they  should  come  first  and  stop  these  men 
getting  their  money — surely  he  would  be  doing 
wrong  if  he  did  not  make  a  provision  to  provide 
•gainst  a  contingency  suon  as  that.  Some- 
timee  he  had  to  get  a  seventh  or  eighth  revise 
of  a  Bill.  If  he  was  to  be  tied  down  to  any 
draft  Bill  which  he  sent  to  these  associations, 
it  would  perhaps  result  in  his  not  sending  any 
at  sJl.  In  this  case  there  was  no  reason  to 
oomplain.  He  was  quite  prepared  to  go  on  and 
deal  with  these  associations  as  he  did  with  the 
workers  with  reference  to  matters  in  which 
they  were  both  interested,  and  in  which  the 
colony  was  interested.  He  desired  to  give  both 
sides  an  opportunity  of  placing  their  relative 
positions  before  Parliament,  so  that  they  might 
deal  justly  with  both. 

POST-CARDS  AND  LETTER-CARDS. 
lir.  FLATMAN  (Qeraldine)  asked  the  Post- 
master- General,  Whether  he  vrill  recommend 
that  the  present  post-cards  be  abolished,  and 
that  the  price  of  letter-cards  be  reduced  to  Id. 
to  take  their  place?  He  considered  it  was 
time  the  people  of  the  colony  had  a  better 
system  of  penny-postage.  The  present  post- 
oard  was  not  an  equivalent  for  the  value  given. 
The  letter-cards  were  also  of  very  poor  quality 
—  they  were  practically  an  abortion.  He 
thought  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the 
ehange  indicated  in  his  question  should  be 
made.  He  noticed  in  the  report  of  the  Postal 
Department  that  there  was  an  increase  last 
year  of  no  less  than  2,865,651  letters  posted, 
and  he  thought  that  increase  alone  warranted 
the  Postmaster- General  in  agreeing  to  the  con- 
oeesion  asked  for  by  him  in  the  interests  of  the 

Mr.  'SEDDON  said  he  did  not  think  it  would 
be  advisable  at  present  to  abolish  the  penny 
poet-oard,  or  to  reduce  the  letter-card  postage 
mn  1^.  to  Id.  Post-cards  were  uDiversally 
oeed,  and  to  abolish  them  would  be  a  retro- 
grade step.  They  were  a  conyenient  and  cheap 
open  letter — used  for  a  variety  of  purposes,  on 
private  as  well  as  business  matters.  1,325,872 
poet-eaids  were  posted  in  the  oolonv  last  year. 
The  letter-oacds  were  really  closed  letters,  and 
eonld  be  aent  to  any  part  of  the  colony  and  to 
Anrtralift  for  l^d.  each — hd.  higher  than  our 
town  rate,  but  ^.  less  that  the  country  two- 
penny rate.    The  letter-oatds  were  prinoipaUy 


used  between  places  where  the  twopenny  rate 
was  in  force,  and  to  reduce  the  postage  to  ld« 
would  further  diminish  the  postage  receipts 
from  country  letters.  So  long  as  the  country 
twopenny  rate  was  in  force  the  letter-cara 
postage  should  not  be  disturbed.  757,172  let* 
ter-cards  were  posted  last  year.  It  might  be, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  said,  that  there 
was  room  for  improvement  in  the  quality  and 
appearance  of  the  card,  and  he  would  look  to 
that.  In  other  places  they  were  more  artistic 
and  more  conveniently  made. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— They  are  better  than 
the  English  ones. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  were  better  than  the 
English  ones,  but  not  so  good  as  the  foreign 
ones. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — And  they  are  cheaper. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes,  he  thought  they 
were  cheaper.  At  all  events,  they  were  found 
to  be  a  very  great  convenience,  and',  as  to  making 
them  more  artistic,  he  would  look  into  that 
matter. 

DEPOSIT  OFFICE. 

Mr.  QILPEDDER  (Wallace),  (for  Mr.  J. 
Hutcheson),  asked  the  Premier,  Whether^ 
during  the  recess,  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  establishlDg  a  safe  deposit  office  In 
connection  with  some  one  of  the  Government 
departments?  If  he  was  rightly  informed,, 
there  existed  in  the  large  centres  of  population 
in  the  Home-country,  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  and  also  in  the  large  commercial 
centres  of  America,  safe  deposit  offices  as 
receptacles  for  the  valuable  documents  and 
property  of  the  travelling  public  and  mer- 
chants. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  a  matter  that 
held  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Government ; 
in  fact,  about  two  years  ago  it  had  been  brought 
under  his  notice.  It  was  a  common  practice 
in  America,  and  it  was  a  great  convenience ; 
more  particularly  would  it  be  so  here,  where 
we  had  wooden  buildings.  He  thought  it 
would  be  well  if  this  could  be  carried  out,  and 
he  thought  the  Public  Trust  Department  would 
be  the  best  to  take  the  matter  in  charge.  It 
was  only  a  question  of  cost  of  erecting  a  build- 
ing and  procuring  safes  and  attendance.  It 
would  be  a  great  convenience,  and  was  a  matter 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  attention  would 
be  given  to  it. 

HOME  PRICES  OP  PRODUCE. 
Mr.  STEVENS  (Manawatu)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture,  Whether  he  will 
obtaiii,  through  the  Agent-Gcnerars  Office 
in  London,  a  detailed  fortnightly  report 
of  the  Home  prices  of  wool,  hides,  skins^ 
tallow,  frozen  meat,  grain,  grass-seed,  flax» 
and  fruit,  and  have  the  same  published 
through  the  Press  of  the  colony  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  to  producers  in  New  Zealand 
lull  and  reliable  information  respecting  the 
market  yalue  of  their  products?  He  had 
been  induced  to  ask  this  question  because 
it  had  been  brought  to  his  notice  that  the 
settlers   throughout    the    colony,  as   a  mle» 
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received  little  or  no  ftcourate  information  as  to 
the  market  value  of  their  products  in  Home 
markets.  They  had  various  publications  In 
New  Zealand,  such  as  the  Labour  Journal^  the 
Geological  Beport,  the  Forestry  Report,  and 
a  ponderous  publication  called  the  New 
Zealand  Oaeette,  In  none  of  these  was 
the  slightest  information  given  with  respect 
to  the  Home  value  of  that  on  which  the 
colony  largely  depended  for  its  prosperity — 
namely,  those  products  such  as  he  had  named 
in  his  question.  He  trusted  that  through 
ihe  instrumentality  of  the  Agent-General's 
Office  in  London  the  settlers  would  be  pro- 
vided with  information  periodically  as  to  the 
value  which  their  produce  was  bringing  at 
Home.  He  would  give  an  example  of  the  kind 
of  information  that  the  settlers  had  to  depend 
on  for  their  guidance  in  the  disposal  of  their 
produce.  The  following  report  appeared  in  one 
of  the  leading  papers  of  the  colony,  under  the 
hecMling  of  ''  Commercial  and  Financial  "  : — 

"  The  Wool  Sales, 

"The  fourth  series  of  London  wool-sales, 
which  have  just  closed,  were  a  marked  im- 
provement upon  the  May  sales.  From  the 
opening  to  the  close  the^  market  has  main- 
tained a  firmness,  witli  the  result  that  prices 
generally  were  good.  The  Home  manufac- 
turers were  the  mainstay  of  the  market,  ab- 
sorbing more  than  half  of  the  total  offering. 
The  Americans  took  500  bales  only,  but  this  is 
a  considerable  improvement  on  the  May  sales, 
when  the  Americans  were  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  New  Zealand  wool  wcbs  largely  re- 
presented at  the  sales,  and  the  account-sales 
ought  therefore  to  give  general  satisfaction." 

What  information  as  to  the  vc^ue  of  pro- 
ducts in  foreign  markets,  he  asked,  was 
afforded  in  that  paragraph,  which  had  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  leading  newspapers  of  the 
colony  ?  If  the  prices  of  the  various  products 
named  in  his  question  were  supplied  in  detail 
regularly  from  the  Agent- General's  Office  at 
Home  it  would  give  very  general  satisfaction  to 
Chose  upon  whom  the  colony  was  dependent 
very  largely  for  its  prosperity.  We  had  in  New 
Zealand  an  institution  called  the  New  Zealand 
Press  Association,  the  object  of  which  was  de- 
scribed by  the  chairman  of  the  company  as 
follows :  "  The  Association  is  a  company  formed 
upon  purely  cooperative  principles  for  the  sole 

furpose  of  procuring  and  distributing  news.'' 
n  no  Press  Association  telegram  had  he  ever 
Been  any  detailed  statement  of  the  prices  of 
New  Zealand  products  in  foreign  markets; 
and,  that  being  the  case,  he  had  been  induced 
to  ask  the  question,  so  that  the  Agricultural 
Department  and  the  Press  Association  com- 
bined might  by  some  means  or  other  devise  a 
better  system  of  giving  information  to  the 
farmers.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  give 
this  question  serious  consideration,  and  not 
treat  it  merely  as  a  local  matter,  but  as  a 
matter  of  great  colonial  importance  which 
affected  the  colony  very  largely  indeed. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  there  would  be  a 
▼•ry  considerable  amount  of  difficulty  to  give 
Mr.  Stevens 


effect  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
wanted.  In  the  first  place,  the  cost  would  be 
very  considerable  of  getting  information  from 
Home  and  distributing  it  throughout  the 
colony.  They  would  also  require  an  expert  at 
Home,*  who  would  be  in  touch  with  the  com- 
mercial world  every  day,  and  be  able  to  giTe 
reliable  information  as  to  the  prices  of  the 
various  products  referred  to.  He  was  afraid 
the  Agent- General,  while  he  had  been  every- 
thing that  was  good  and  efficient  as  an  Agent- 
General,  heid  not  sufficient  commercial  know- 
ledge, and  even  would  not  have  the  time,  to 
undertake  this  work  of  cabling  prices  to  the 
colony  every  day.  Then,  again,  after  distribut- 
ing the  information  out>  here,  if  it  was  found 
that  a  settler  had  sold  his  produce  locally  on 
the  prices  so  telegraphed,  eind  then  the  prices 
went  up  or  down,  as  the  case  might  be,  the 
Government  would  be  immediately  accused  of 
misleskding  the  settlers.  As  he  had  said,  there 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  difficulty  about 
itt  and  it  would  require  very  serious  considera- 
tion. He  thought  they  would  have  to  rely  to 
a  very  large  extent  on  the  information  they 
received  through  the  commercial  channels  that 
were  available  .to  the  Press  of  the  colony  to  get 
information  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  STEVENS  would  like  to  intimate  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House  on  this  question,  as  the  reply  was 
completely  and  positively  unsatisfactory  to  him. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  was  very  sorry 
his  reply  should  be  considered  unsatisfactory, 
but  he  had  to  consider  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  and  also  the  interests  of  the  settlers. 
The  honourable  gentleman  might  feel  strongly 
on  the  question,  but  at  the  same  time  he  had 
his  duty  to  perform,  and  had  to  consider  the 
responsibilities  of  tiie  position  he  occupied. 

8UNNYSIDE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 
Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Government,— 
(1.)  Whether  it  is  intended  to  give  effect  to  the 
proposals  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunny  side  Lunatic  Asylum, 
dated  the  2nd  April,  1897,  for  the  employment 
of  female  patients  in  light  gardening  opera- 
tions ;  and  whether,  with  that  object,  they  will, 
M  suggested  in  his  report  of  the  aOth  April, 
1898,  endeavour  to  obtain  the  services  of  a 
trained  female  attendant  from  the  HortiooltunJ 
College  at  Swanley,  Kent?  (2.)  Does  the 
Government  intend  to  make  provision  for,— ^) 
the  better  classification  of  patients  in  tne 
asylums ;  (6)  the  establishment  of  intermediate 
receiving- houses,  mental  wards,  or  infirmaries 
for  the  reception  of  patients  who  cannot 
properly  be  classed  as  lunatic;  (c)  the  pre- 
vention of  the  present  mode  of  committal 
through  the  medium  of  the  police  (as  suggested 
by  Dr.  Collins  in  his  paper  on  the  reform  of  the 
lunacy-law) ;  {d)  the  more  frequent  exchange 
of  patients  between  the  asylums  of  the  colony 
by  way  of  change  for  curative  purposes  ?  He 
had  put  this  question  upon  the  Order  Paper 
because  the  position  of  our  lunatic  asylums, 
as  reported  upoii  by  the  chief  officer  of  the 
department  (Dr.  MacGregor),  was  at  present 
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m  Yovy  unfortunftte  one.  We  had,  on  (he  one 
iiand,  a  statement  by  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment of  a  very  strong  character :  he  said  last 
year,  **  We  shall  be  fortunate  indeed  if  some 
oalamity  does  not  occur  which  horrifies  the 
ip?hole  colony.'*  On  the  other  hand,  the  Minis- 
ters  seemed  to  difier  from  the  view  taken  by  Dr. 
HaoQregor  and  as  to  the  course  which  ought  to 
be  taken.  His  question  referred  to  the  prin- 
•oipal  points  of  the  recommendations  made  by 
the  omcers  of  the  department,  and  to  remedies 
which  those  officers  considered  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  if  the  asylums  were  to  be  put  into 
proper  condition,  and  if  they  were  to  escape 
what  the  head  of  the  department  called  some 
terrible  "calamity  which  would  horrify  the 
public."  It  seemed  to  him  the  House  ought  to 
know  what  was  going  to  be  done  or  not  done. 
Either  the  reports  were  of  no  value — in  which 
•case  it  was  quite  clear  that  some  change  ought 
to  be  made  with  respect  to  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment who  reported  in  this  strong  way — or 
the  reports  were  valuable,  and  some  steps  ought 
io  be  taken  at  once  in  respect  to  the  matters 
which  he  had  put  on  the  Order  Paper  in  this 
•question.  In  the  meantime  it  seemed  to  him, 
in  view  of  the  divergence  of  opinions,  as  this 
was  an  expert's  department,  though  he  had 
very  little  faith  in  Oommissions  generally, 
that  a  Commission  ought  to  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  asylums.  It  was  impossible,  it 
seemed  to  him,  that  the  House  should  leave 
the  question  where  it  was,  with  the  Ministers 
«jid  the  officers  of  a  very  important  depart- 
ment of  this  kind  at  variance.  There  was  an 
old  saying,  **  Quicquid  ddvrant  reges^  plectuntur 
Aehivi."  Boughly  translated,  it  was,  **It  is 
the  unhappy  lunatics  who  sufier,  whatever 
act  of  madness  Ministers  commit."  That  no 
doubt  must  be  the  case. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  translation  might  be 
right  enough,  but  he  thought  the  honourable 
member's  remarks  were  entirely  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  was  not  bad 
language  he  was  using  to  the  Premier.  The 
questions  he  heA  put  were  of  large  importance. 
The  first  one  was  perhaps  not  of  such  great 
importance  as  the  second.  It  was  whether 
the  Government  would  give  efiect  to  the 
suggestion  that  had  been  made  for  the 
appointment  of  a  female  attendant  to  in- 
struct the  female  patients  in  light  gardening 
work.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  any  steps  upon  that  recom- 
mendation, and  thought  it  might  be  possible 
that  some  female  attendant  might  be  got  in 
the  colony  who  was  capable  of  doing  the  work 
and  who  had  had  some  experience  in  horti- 
culture. Then,  the  second  part  of  the  ques- 
tion referred  to  what  it  seemed  to  him  was  the 
gist  of  all  these  reports  that  had  been  before 
them.  The  reports  pointed  very  distinctly,  first 
of  all,  to  the  necessity  for  classification ; .  and 
they  said  that  classification  was  impossible 
with  the  present  limited  accommodation. 
That  was  what  appeared  in  these  reports, 
and  the  suggestions  made  were  dealt  with 
onder    that    heading.     He    had    put   down 


the  establishment  of  intermediate  receiving, 
houses  for  the  reception  of  patients  who  might 
recover  and  who  would  probably  be  made  worse 
by  being  put  amongst  confirmed  lunatics.  The 
same  suggestion  ran  through  most  of  the  re- 
ports, and  was  very  deeurly  put.  There  was 
another  matter  which  seemed  a  small  thing, 
but  which  might  be  given  efieot  to  immediately 
without  any  great  expense,  and  that  was  the ' 
prevention  of  lunatic  patients  being  committed 
to  the  gaols  before  they  were  taken  to  the 
asylums.  It  was  a  shocking  thing  that  a 
person  who  was  not  a  confirmed  lunatic 
should  have  a  prison  door  shut  upon  him 
even  before  he  was  brought  before  the  medical 
men  and  sent  to  an  asylum. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  entirely  outside 
the  question,  and  certainly  debatable. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  did  not  think  the 
honourable  member  was  exceeding  the  due 
bounds  of  debate. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  was  a  question  of 
how  accommodation  was  to  be  increased  to 
prevent  crowding.  He  had  pointed  out  the 
ways  that  had  been  suggested,  and  asked 
whether  they  were  going  to  adopt  these  par- 
ticular ways.  The  present  position  was  this  : 
they  heA  got  what  had  not  been  inaptly  called 
monster  institutions.  The  asylum  buildings, 
as  well  as  orphanages,  now  all  over  the  country, 
were  crowded  together  in  a  way  that  was  dan- 
gerous as  a  matter  of  sanitation  in  the  case 
of  infection,  and  also  in  case  of  fire,  and 
certainly  failed  in  respect  of  the  classification 
that  was  suggested.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  proposals  in  the  report  would  be 
adopted,  which  seemed  to  him  to  run  in  the 
direction  of  making  lunatic  asylums  rather  on 
the  plan  that  had  been  adopted  on  the  Conti- 
nent, especially  in  Belgium,  of  having  lunatic 
asylums  consisting  of  separate  and  detached 
buildings,  developing  a  kind  of  cottage  system, 
more  like  homes  in  which  some  patients  could 
be  kept  separate  from  the  more  dangerous 
lunatics.  He  hoped  Ministers  would  give  some 
satisfactory  reply  to  the  questions,  because  the 
House  ought  not  to  leave  it  where  it  was. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  most  sceptical 
must  admit  that  the  lunatic  asylums  in  our 
colony  were  receiving  a  considerable  amount 
of  attention,  but  whether  the^  would  or  would 
not  be  able  to  deal  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
with  all  the  idiots  was  another  question.  They 
had  had  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  one  day, 
his  first  lieutenant  another  day,  his  second 
lieutenant  another,  .and  his  third  lieutenant 
another,  each  in  turn  bringing  up  this  matter 
before  the  Government,  and  making  it  a  vehicle 
of  attack  upon  the  Government ;  and  he  thought 
this  brought  the  Inspector  of  Asylums  into  such 
close  connection  with  the  Opposition  as  would 
probably  ultimately  lead  him  to  exclaim,  **  Save 
me  from  my  friends."  He  said  this  was  a  sub- 
ject upon  which  there  should  be  no  party  or 
party  feeling  at  all  introduced.  It  was  a  subject 
entirely  beyond  party ;  but  as  to  these  reports, 
he  might  say  that,  from  the  start  to  the  present 
time,  with  the  exception  of  the  1892  report, 
wheu  ha  praised  the  present  Government  in 
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hl8  report,  and  told  the  colony  that  when 
the  provision  then  being  made  was  completed 
the  position  of  our  asylums  would  be  su- 
perior   to    anything  that  had   been   before — 

4  SO  ^^  ^^^^  solitary  ezoeption,  the  In- 
specter's  reports  on  this  subject  were 
simply  chronic.  And  in  the  face  of  such  re- 
^ commendation,  when  they  received  requests 
*for  the  beautification  of  asylums,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings  for  doctors,  for  social  halls — 
when  they  heard  of  cycle  tracks  being  made 
and  billifuxl-rooms  erected— these  matters  de- 
tracted from  the  weight  that  would  otherwise 
attach  to  the  recommendations  if  they  went  in 
the  direction  of  concentrating  efforts  on  pro- 
viding more  accommodation  lor  the  patients. 
The  patients  ought  to  be  their  first  care,  and 
other  things  should  be  subordinated  to  that 
question.  In  reference  to  tbe  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member,  and  the  question  itself,  he 
must  say  that  the  previous  statements  and  the 
course  he  had  taken  bordered  on  insanity  on 
the  part  of  the  Opposition. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  was  very  deba- 
table, he  was  sure. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  in  order,  at  all 
events.  It  was,  however,  only  a  matter  to  him 
of  £  8.  d.  if  they  were  to  have  what  was  con- 
sidered the  best  system—that  was,  the  cottage 
system.  If  they  were  to  have  the  subdivision 
system — known  as  the  block  system — intro- 
duced into  New  Zealand  it  meant  an  immense 
sum  of  money  had  to  bo  provided,  and  he  did 
not  think  they  should  tetke  that  course.  The 
first  course  to  be  taken  in  this  colony  to  put 
the  asylums  on  a  satisfactory  footing  was  to 
take  out  of  the  asylums  those  who  should  not 
be  there. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Where  are  you  going  to 
put  them  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  their  friends  should  look 
after  them.  It  was  quite  a  common  thing 
when  an  old  man  began  to  give  trouble— he 
might  have  delusions— for  his  friends  to  put  him 
under  medical  examination,  and  think  he  would 
be  better  oared  for  in  the  asylum.  They  say, 
**  He  will  have  good  food,  and  the  best  nurses  to 
attend  him ;  and  he  is  safer  there,  and  will  not 
be  able  to  do  any  harm  to  himself."    He  was 

auietly  shunted  into  the  lunatic  asylum.  He 
iiought  he  was  the  first  to  draw  attention  to 
this  matter,  and  to  say  it  ought  to  be  stopped, 
and  to  tell  the  medical  men  who  were  respon- 
sible for  it;  but  the  one  attempt  that  was 
made  to  prevent  such  cases  being  sent  to  the 
asylums  failed  absolutely.  The  most  modem 
svstem  of  housing  and  treating  lunatics  was 
the  AlUSclwrhitB,  The  main  features  of  this 
system  were  that  the  patients  were  housed 
in  blocks — what  was  known  as  the  pa- 
vilions system — allowing  careful  classifica- 
tion. If  Parliament  was  prepared  to  find  the 
funds  for  fchis  system  they  ought  to  have, 
in  the  first  place,  in  the  colony  some  one 
who  could  help  them  in  that  direction.  They 
were  considering  the  question  of  the  employ- 
ment of  an  Assistant  Inspector— one  who  was 
up  to  date  in  the  working  of  the  various  sys- 
tems in  Europe ;  and  he  believed,  himself,  that 


ihe  money  wonld  be  well  spent,  if  they  decided 
to  adopt  one  of  the  systems  he  had  mentioned,, 
to  bring  out  from  Europe  a  properly  qniJified. 
expert.  They  went  Home  for  other  experts,  and 
he  failed  to  see  why  they  should  not  also  do  it 
in  this  case.  First  of  all,  they  had  to  deoid* 
whether  they  would  spend  the  money;  they 
must  make  up  their  minds  on  that  point  first, 
and  then  obtain  an  expert  emd  give  the  system 
a  trial.  If  they  could  restore  the  mental  facul- 
ties of  some  of  these  poor  people  monev  should 
not  be  considered ;  every  effort  should  be  mado- 
to  improve  their  condition.  It  pained  him  vexy 
much,  as  the  head  of  the  Government,  to  hear 
charges  hurled  against  his  colleagues  that  they 
were  so  hard*  hear  ted  as  to  allow  these  poor 
creatures  to  suffer  without  any  attempt  being 
made  to  alleviate  their  sufferings,  or  to  hear  it 
said  that  the  Qovemment  were  not  prepared 
to  deal  justly  with  them.  It  was  monstrous 
to  hear  such  accuHations  hurled  against  the- 
Govemment  time  after  time,  and  there  was  no 
foundation  for  them ;  but  if  they  were  prepared 
to  adopt  a  new  system,  and  bring  our  asylnma 
up  to  date  with  the  Continental  ones,  they 
must  face  a  large  expenditure.  As  far  as  the 
institutions  for  the  treatment  of  the  insane  in 
this  colony  were  concerned,  he  believed  they 
would  compare  favourably*  with  the  asyluma 
in  England.  And  if  they  went  on  the  Conti- 
nent they  would  find  a  greater  improve- 
ment, and  the  best  solution  of  the  difficulty 
would  be  to  obtain  the  services  of  an  expeit 
—  that  was,  if  they  decided  to  adopt  the 
block  system.  But  it  would  cost  half  a  millioi^ 
of  money,  and  that  sum  was  so  large  that  if  he 
put  the  proposal  before  the  House  it  would 
probably  object  to  grant  it.  As  to  the  first  part- 
of  the  question  submitted  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Biccarton,  the  suggestion  theretai 
contained  was  going  on  his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  lines : 
they  would  have  to  go  Home  and  obtain  a 
trained  attendant  from  the  Horticultural  Col- 
lege at  Swanley.  But  was  it  necessary  to  send 
home  for  such  an  expert  ?  He  might  say  that 
an  earnest  attempt  had  been  made  at  Nelson 
to  encourage  the  employment  of  female  patients 
in  light  gardening  operations ;  but  no  trained 
woman  could  be  obtained,  the  department  said^ 
who  had  the  requisite  knowledge.  He  rather 
thought  that  was  a  refiection  upon  the  women  of 
the  colony.  The  position  was  that  the  depart- 
ment was  trying  to  secure  a  suitable  person  for 
the  work ;  but  in  the  case  of  a  person  imported 
from  the  Horticultural  College  at  Swanley,  she 
would  have  to  be  trained  here  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  the  insane,  and  he  thought  it  was 
better  to  instruct  some  woman  who  already 
knew  something  of  the  treatment  of  the  insane 
in  the  subject  of  horticulture,  so  that  she 
might  be  able  to  assist  with  the  patients. 
There  was  no  necessity  to  send  Home  for  such 
a  person.  As  to  the  second  part  of  the  ques- 
tion, **  (2)  Did  the  Government  intend  to  make 
provision  for  (a)  the  better  classification  of 
patients  in  the  asylums;  (6)  the  establishment 
of  intennediate  receiving  •  houses,  mental 
wards,  or  infirmaries  for  the  reception  of 
patients  who  cannot  properly  be  classed  aa 
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humtioB  ?  *'  the  aoBwer  was,  that  suitable  dor- 
mitory aooommodation  was  more  Tital  even 
tisan  intermediate  receiving  -  houses,  how- 
ever necessary.  And  as  regards  question  {e), 
*'the  prevention  of  the  present  mode  of 
oommittal  through  the  medium  of  the  police 
(as  suggested  by  Dr.  Collins  in  his  paper  on 
^e  reform  of  the  lunacy  law)/'  the  answer  was 
that  an  alteration  in  the  law  was  required  to 
give  effect  to  this.  As  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
ne  thought  there  ought  to  be  an  alteration  in 
the  law.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  system  in 
vogue  at  present.  Instead  of  being  a  preventa- 
tive,  it  tended,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  direction 
he  had  often  indicated — namely,  to  the  com- 
mitment of  those  suffering  simply  from  senile 
decay  to  the  lunatic  asylums.  As  regards  ((2), 
he  might  say  that  that  would  be  done  as  soon 
as  possible.  Where  there  were  overcrowded 
asylums  in  one  part  of  the  colony,  and  other 
asylums  where,  as  shown  by  the  report,  there 
were  beds  to  spare,  he  thought  that  as  the 
Government  had  their  own  steamers,  and  as  a 
^ort  trip  and  a  change  would  cost  nothing 
bat  the  cost  of  food,  it  would  be  a  very 
good  thing,  and  he  was  quite  in  favour  of  the 
change. 

BAILWAY  SERVANTS. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Minister  for 
Bailways,  Whether  servants  of  the  Railway  De- 
partment, employed  at  rate  per  day,  can  claim 
retiring-  or  compassionate-allowance  ? 

Mr.  GADMAN  said,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  members  who  occupied  the  position  of 
foremen  at  the  time  of  the  coming  into  force 
of  "The  Government  Railways  Act,  1877," 
servants  of  the  Railway  Department  paid  at  a 
daily  rate  were  not  entitled  to  retiring-allow- 
anee. 

CANTERBURY  YEOMANRY  CAVALRY, 
OTAGO  HUSSARS,  AND  OTHER  CORPS. 

Mr.  SLIGO  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
Whether  it  be  true,  m  stated  in  the  Canterbury 
WsBkly  Press  of  the  20th  instant,  that  the 
Canterbury  Yeomanry  Cavalry  are  to  be  per- 
mitted to  retain  the  carbine  which  they  have 
need  heretofore ;  and,  if  true,  will  a  like  per- 
mission be  extended  to  the  Otago  Hussars  and 
other  corps,  if  any,  desiring  it  ? 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  that  the  men  were 
to  be  armed  with  rifles.  The  only  concession 
asked  for  was  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
retain  the  old  names  of  the  corps,  but  it  seemed 
to  be  somewhat  of  an  absurdity  that  they 
should  be  called  cavalry  when  they  were  armed 
as  mounted  infantiy. 

Mr.  SLIGO  asked  whether  the  carbines  had 
been  called  in. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  he  was  not  aware 
whether  that  had  been  done,  but  it  had  been 
decided  that  they  should  be  armed  with  rifles 
as  soon  as  possible. 

SUNNYSIDE  ASYLUM. 
Mr.  ROLLBSTON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will,  during  the  current  financial 
year,  provide  for  the  introduction  of  elsotris 


lighting  into  the  Sunnyside  Asylum,  as  recom- 
mended in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  20th  April  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that  he  was  not 
aware  that  the  matter  had  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Government  by  the  Inspec- 
tor, and,  seeing  that  they  had  been  and  were 
making  provision  for  extra  aooommodation  for 
a  large  number  of  patients,  it  was  a  question 
whether  they  shoidd  also  incur  the  great 
expense  of  altering  the  present  system  of  light- 
ing. The  cost  of  the  buildings  alone,  without 
any  furniture,  ran  into  very  large  sums — for 
instance,  at  Seacliff  the  cost  was  £215  for  each 
patient.  He  was  informed  that  there  wer» 
several  inmates  of  these  institutions  who- 
should  be  in  Old  Men's  Homes.  Seeing  the 
cost  for  the  building  and  furnishing  and  annual 
maintenance,  a  four-roomed  cottage  (furnished)- 
and  a  pension  of  from  £20  to  £80  a  year  could 
be  provided  for  each  one  of  these  old  men,  and. 
they  would  be  more  comfortable  and  no  greater 
cost  to  the  State.  The  present  s;^stem  of  hous- 
ing lunatics  in  huge  buildings  did  not  permit 
of  proper  classification.  The  pavilion  system, 
where  separate  buildings  were  used  for  the 
different  classes  of  inmates,  had  been  referred 
to  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier,  and  also 
by  the  honourable  gentleman.  That  was  the 
modern  system,  and  he  was  surprised  to  see  no 
reference  to  it  in  the  Inspector's  reports.  Re- 
turning to  the  question  of  the  nonourable 
gentleman,  he  agreed  that  the  electric  light 
was  the  best  for  an  asylum,  and  sooner  or  later 
it  would  be  introduced;  but,  as  they  were 
spending  large  sums  on  new  buildings,  he 
thought  it  would  be  as  well  to  allow  the  matter 
to  stand  over  for  the  present. 

NAPIER-WELLINGTON  RAILWAY. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether  he  will  cause  a  better  class 
of  engine  to  be  used  on  the  Napier-Wellington 
Railway,  so  as  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  over- 
crowding the  carriages,  as  is  at  present  the 
case?  He  was  induced  to  put  this  question 
on  the  Order  Paper  because  a  fortnight  ago  he 
had  travelled  from  Wellington  to  Napier,  on 
which  occasion  the  overcrowding  of  the  car- 
riages was  very  great  and  excessively  incon- 
venient. He  must  say  it  was  a  Saturday,  when 
they  knew  there  was  liable  to  be  a  crowd,  but 
after  they  got  over  the  Rimutaka  Range  the 
crowding  became  more  intensified  ;  and  in  the 
carriage  in  which  he  had  a  seat — ^he  oould  not 
say  he  was  sitting  —  there  were  four  or  five 
persons  standing  who  could  not  get  seats  at 
all ;  some  of  them  were  ladies.  Possibly  they 
could  have  got  seats  had  they  chosen  to  go 
second-class,  or  in  a  smoking-carriage.  Ha 
had  made  inquiries  as  to  why  the  carriages 
were  so  overcrowded,  and  received  for  answer 
that  the  engine  was  unfit  to  pull  an  extn^ 
ourriage,  and  it  was  Impossible  to  put  one  on. 
He  thought  sufficient  accommodaUon  should 
be  afforded. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  this  question  should 
prove  an  object-lesson  to  those  who  advocated 
narrow  gauge  and  light  lines.    At  present  they 
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had  in  New  Zealand  both  narrow  gauge  and 
light  lines,  and  if  they  had  any  lighter  lines 
this  question  showed  what  would  happen.  The 
position  on  this  line  was  this :  as  the  honour- 
.-able  gentleman  said,  the  locomotives  could  only 
carry  a  certain  load  up  a  certain  grade  ;  where 
.steep  grades  had  to  be  encountered  the  loads 
had  to  be  light. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— But  this  was  on  a  level 
line. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said,  Yes;  but  parts  of  the 
line  that  had  to  be  travelled  over  between  the 
points  mentioned  were  steep.  They  had  at 
present  only  a  certain  number  of  locomotives 
at  their  command,  but  a  number  were  being 
-constructed,  while  others  were  being  imported. 
As  soon  as  possible  it  was  intended  to  re-or- 
ganise not  only  bhe  Napier  but  the  New  Ply- 
mouth line ;  but  before  much  heavier  engines 
-could  run  on  these  lines  many  of  the  bridges 
would  have  to  be  strengthened. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MAILS. 
Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
Whether,  since  his  department  pleads  its 
inability,  in  conjunction  with  the  railway,  to 
-expedite  the  transfer  of  the  inward  San  Fran- 
cisco mails  from  Auckland  to  Onehunga,  he 
will  invite  tenders  for  its  conveyance  from 
steamer  to  steamer  by  road,  in,  say,  one  hour 
and  a  half  or  one  hour  and  three-quarters  ?  He 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  answer  he  had 
received  over  this  matter  in  the  previous  week. 
His  object  was  to  assist  this  San  Francisco 
service,  but  the  circumstances  were  that  Manu- 
kau  an'd  New  Plymouth  were  tidal  harbours, 
and  the  recent  delay  was  caused  by  the  coastal 
steamer  being  late  on  the  tide  at  New 
Plymouth— not  by  bad  weather,  as  the  Premier 
haid  said— and  she  was  thrown  late  by  this 
unwarranted,  although  he  feared  usual,  delay 
in  transit  between  the  steamers  in  Auckland 
and  Onehunga.  The  time  taken  to  transfer  the 
mails  in  fine  weather  on  this  occasion  was 
three  hours  and  a  quarter.  You,  Sir,  as  an 
old  resident  of  Onehunga,  will  remember  that 
thirty  years  ago  the  journey  across  could 
be  made  in  a  lumbering  old  'bus  in  an  hour, 
or  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes;  and  now  to 
■find,  in  this  go-ahead  year  of  grace  and  rail- 
ways, that  it  takes  three  hours  and  a  quarter 
to  transfer  the  mails  between  the  two  ports,  and 
that  the  Postmaster- General  indorsed  such  re- 
trogression, declaring  that  nothing  better  could 
now  be  done,  was  surely  folly.  Evidently  the 
•  department  was  hide- bound.  If  they  even  hired, 
■as  he  suggested,  a  few  vans  at  Auckland,  it 
need  take  but  twenty  minutes  to  load  the  mails 
at  the  ship's  side,  and  the  journey  across  to 
•Onehunga  could  be  accomplished  under  an 
hour  and  a  half,  so  that  the  work  of  transfer 
could  be  done  without  difficulty  in  about  two 
hours  at  the  most.  On  the  particular  occasion 
to  which  he  referred  the  captain  of  the 
**  Moana  "  drove  his  vessel  at  extra  speed  all 
night  to  save  this  tide  on  the  West  Coast.  He 
^ame  in  with  the  mails  sorted  on  deck,  and  all 
hands  ready  to  pass  them  on  shore,  yet,  after 
,all  that  trouble,  to  find  three  hours  and  a 
Mr,  Cctdman 


quarter  frittered  away  over  the  transfer  was 
really  a  matter  the  department  should  not  da- 
fend,  and  the  delay  brought  the  San  Francisco 
service  into  discredit.  He  hoped  the  Postmaster- 
General  would  not  regard  the  question  as  in 
any  way  antagonistic  to  the  department,  but 
rather  as  one  deserving  his  sympathetic  atten- 
tion in  rousing  the  local  officials  from  their  dis* 
tinct  lethargy.  Evidently  they  were  affected 
by  the  genial  but  enervating  climate  of  thai 
fair  city. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  department  in  no 
way  pleaded  liability  in  this  matter.  He 
thought  he  gave  the  honourable  gentleman  a 
complete  answer  when  he  last  brought  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  On  the  occasion  referred 
to  every  expedition  was  used,  and,  seeing  the 
large  mail  there  was  to  transfer,  no  time  was 
wasted  in  doing  the  work,  and  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  do  the  work  in  less  time  than  was 
occupied.  Of  course,  the  department  was  not 
responsible  for  the  delay  that  took  place  at 
Onehunga  or  at  New  Plymouth.  As  for  the 
question  of  taking  the  mails  by  van  to  One- 
hunga, he  thought  the  train  would  take  the 
mails  much  quicker  than  the  coach.  It 
was  unfortunate  that  on  this  occasion  any- 
thing like  delay  should  have  taken  place,  and 
he  attributed  it  to  the  fact  that  the  honourable 
member  was  in  evidence.  If  he  had  only  sent 
a  cable  from  San  Francisco  saying  that  he  was 
coming  there  would  have  been  vans  at  the 
ship's  side,  and  every  haste  would  have  been 
made  to  transfer  the  mails.  He  (Mr.  Seddon) 
would  rather  have  done  that  than  have  on  the 
Order  Paper  the  questions  the  honourable 
member  had  asked  on  the  matter. 

HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  (EUesmere)  asked  Mr. 
Lamach,  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee, 
Whether  the  present  furniture  in  the  tea-room 
has  been  approved  of  by  the  House  Committee, 
and  whether  they  have  been  consulted  in  the 
matter?  He  had  been  invited  by  the  Chait- 
man  of  the  House  Committee  to  visit  the  tea- 
room, and  with  a  number  of  other  members 
he  had  visited  the  tea-room  and  had  found  it 
a  very  poor  one.  There  was  no  carpet  on  the 
floor,  and  the  furniture  had  apparently  come 
out  of  Noah's  ark — at  any  rate,  it  was  of  a  very 
second-rate  kind,  that  might  have  been  bought 
cheap  somewhere.  Perhaps,  however,  the  room 
W3b8  intended  for  a  lumber-room,  which  it  looked 
like;  but  he  had  been  told  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  House  Committee  that  the  room  was  for  the 
use  oi  members.  He  would  like  to  know  if  the 
House  Committee  were  responsible  for  the 
furnishing  of  this  room,  for  if  they  were  it 
reflected  little  credit  on  them. 

Mr.  LARNACH  (Tuapeka)  said,  in  reply  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  House  Com- 
mittee had  passed  a  resolution  that  the  room 
known  as  the  *'  tea-room  "  should  be  furnished 
and  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  honourable  mem- 
bers, and  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works  was  asked  to  take  necessary  steps  to 
furnish  it.  He  (Mr.  Lamach)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter to  attend  to  the  matter,  and  later  on  his 
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attention  was  called  to  the  state  of  the  room, 
^vhich  was  then  said  to  have  been  famished. 
After  seeing  the  room  and  its  furnishings,  he 
oould  not  help  agreeing  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Eilesmere  that' the  furniture jwas 
not  what  it  should  be.  He  would  not  have  ob- 
jected, perhaps,  to  the  furniture  so  much  if  it 
bad  been  clean;  but,  as  he  saw  it,  he  consi- 
dered it  was  not  only  what  they  could  not 
call  decent  furniture  but  it  was  unclean,  and 
worse  than  second-hand — broken  down  and  un- 
fitted for  a  decent  room.  In  fact,  he  could 
hardly  allow  himself  to  think  that  the  room 
had  been  furnished  yet,  and  he  had  therefore 
made  a  further  request  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Public  Works 
Department,  and  he  was  in  hopes  that  some- 
thing better  would  be  done  to  furnish  the  room 
xfiore  in  aooord  with  some  refined  pretensions 
as  to  what  would  conduce  to  the  comfort  gene- 
rally of  members. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  this  was  a  matter 
that,  to  some  extent,  concerned  him,  and  from 
his  point  of  view  the  position  was  this :  In  the 
first  place,  there  was  the  important  point  that 
he  bad  no  money  voted  by  the  House  for 
spending  on  the  room,  and  yet  the  honourable 
member  for  Eilesmere  and  other  members 
wanted  the  Government  to  violate  the  consti- 
tutional procedure  and  spend  money  without 
the  authority  of  Parliament.  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  do  that.  Then  there  was  this  to  con- 
aider  :  With  the  completion  of  the  new  library 
by  next  session  the  whole  of  the  old  library 
would  be  available  for  division  into  other 
rooms  and  reallocation,  and  it  would  be  unwise 
to  spend  £100  in  the  furnishing  of  this  room  as 
proposed  when  it  would  perhaps  be  reouired  for 
•ome  other  purpose  next  session.  What  he 
proposed  to  do  was  to  make  temporary  accom- 
modation for  this  session,  and  next  year  to  see 
what  alterations  were  to  be  made  in  connection 
with  this  and  the  old  library  rooms.  In 
accordance  with  this,  surplus  furniture  had 
been  collected  from  other  rooms.  This  furni- 
ture would  be  repaired  and  the  room  completed 
during  next  week,  when  he  thought  honour- 
able members  would  be  satisfied  with  the 
arrangements  made. 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS'  FINES. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  What  is  done  with  the  fines  imposed 
on  railway  servants  ? 

Mr.  CADMAK  said  the  fines  went  into  the 
control  of  the  Public  Trustee. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked,  What  was  done 
with  them?  Were  they  put  to  any  fund,  or 
were  they  treated  like  the  sinking  funds  ? 

Mr.  C  A  DM  AN  said  that  was  another  ques- 
tion. Since  the  abolition  of  the  provinces  these 
fines  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Trustee,  and  bore  a  certain  rate  of 
interest.  At  present  the  amount  of  the  fund 
stood  at  £2,589. 


CENTRAL    METEOROLOGICAL    OFFICE. 
Mr.    E.    G.    ALLEN  (Waikouaiti) 
asked  the  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs, 


5.0. 


If  he  will  give  Mr.  Pauline,  of  Dunedin,  the  use  of 
the  telegraph-wires,  free  of  cost,  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  from  the  Central  Meteorological 
Office  information  that  would  enable  him  to- 
publish  more  comprehensive  weather  forecasts 
for  the  benefit  of  the  shipping  and  the  public  of 
Otago  ?  Mr.  Pauline  had  for  many  years  given* 
the  public  the  benefit  of  his  scientific  know- 
ledge with  regard  to  forecasts  of  the  weather. 
These  forecasts  were  published  in  the  daily 
papers,  and,  useful  as  they  were,  they  would  be 
still  more  so  if  he  could  procure  by  telegraph 
information  as  to  the  atmospheric  conditions 
in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  If  no  serious 
departmental  objection  came  in  the  way,  he 
hoped  the  Minister  would  give  the  free  use  of 
the  wires  for  the  purposes  mentioned. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  oould  not  recommend 
the  free  use  of  the  telegraph-wires  being, 
granted  Mr.  Pauline.  His  forecasts  had  only 
a  local  significance,  but  he  desired  that  they 
should  have  a  wider  range,  which,  if  en- 
couraged, would  result  in  their  traversing  the 
forecasts  of  the  Government  Meteorologist. 
The  department  performed  an  enormous  quan- 
tity of  work  in  the  free  transmission  of  tele- 
grams in  connection  with  weather  reports  and 
forecasts,  and  he  submitted  this  should  not  be 
increased.  To  assist  Mr.  Pauline  with  his 
local  forecasts  he  had  a  free  connection  to  the 
Dunedin  Telephone  Exchange. 

CHARITABLE  AID  BOARDS  ELECTIONS. 
Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Premier,  Whether, 
in  the  proposed  and  urgently  required  reform 
of  the  charitable- aid  system  of  the  colony,  the 
Government  will  make  provision  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Charitable  Aid  Boards  on  a  more  popular 
basis,  by  those  who  contribute  the  required 
funds,  instead  of  the  present  system  of  nomina- 
tion by  local  bodien ;  and  whether  provision 
will  also  be  made  to  render  women  eligible  for 
election  as  members  of  such  Boards?  The 
question  was  one  of  very  great  interest  and 
importance  to  the  people*  of  the  colony,  refer- 
ring as  it  did  to  the  subject  of  the  large  and 
ever  increasing  cost  of  charitable  aid.  He  had 
asked  the  question  of  the  Premier,  because  the 
Minister  who  had  charge  of  the  department 
was  not  a  member  of  this  Chamber.  As  honour- 
able members  were  aware,  the  funds  required 
for  the  administration  of  charity  were  now  pro- 
vided, one-half  by  local  taxation  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  various  districts,  and  the  other 
half  came  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  which 
was  contributed  to  by  every  taxpayer  in  the 
colony.  Yet  those  who  provided  the  funds 
hcMl  no  direct  control  or  check  upon  those  who- 
administered  them.  This  was  reversing  the 
axiom  that  there  should  be  no  taxation  with- 
out representation.  At  present,  members  of 
Charitable  Aid  Boards  were  nominated  by  the 
local  bodies  instead  of  being  elected  by  those 
who  found  the  money  for  them  to  expend. 
With  regard  to  the  last  part  of  his  question,. 
in  reference  to  women  being  eligible  for  elec- 
tion to  the  Boards,  he  might  be  told  that 
the  law  allowed  that  to  be  done  now.  He 
believed  that  was  the  case;    but  under  pro- 
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«6nt  conditions  they  had  little  or  no  chance 
of  being  nominated.  But  if  the  election  of 
women  apon  Charitable  Aid  Boards  was  de- 
•oided  by  those  who  paid  the  taxes,  they  would 
very  soon  become  administrators  of  charitable 
4bid,  with  advantage  to  both  the  funds  and  the 
recipients  of  them.  He  thought  it  was  most 
important  women  should  be  upon  such  Boards. 
They  would  be  very  much  more  sympathetic 
than  men  in  deserving  oases,  and  much  keener 
to  detect  and  expose  imposition  where  such  a 
thing  was  attempted — which,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  was  now  only  too  often  successfully  done. 
He  hoped  the  Premier  would  be  able  tb  an- 
nounce that  in  the  very  near  future  provision 
would  be  made  for  the  election  of  members  of 
•Charitable  Aid  Boards  by  the  people  who  pro- 
Tided  the  funds  they  had  to  administer. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  Government 
•did  not  consider  the  present  law  with  regard  to 
the  election  of  members  of  these  Boards  was 
satisfactory,  and  the  Government  were  con- 
sidering  proposals  for  placing  them  on  a  more 
catisfactory  basis.  There  was  provision  under 
the  existing  law  for  women  sitting  on  the 
Boards,  and  the  proposals  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  in  hand  would  probably  make  further 
provision  in  that  respect. 

LYTTELTON  CASUAL  WHARF-LABGUR- 
ERS'  UNION. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, Whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Lyttelton 
Casual  Wharf -labourers'  Union,  to  which  the 
bulk  of  the  casual  work  of  the  BiaUway  Depart- 
ment at  that  port  is  confined,  appears  to  be  a 
close  corporation ;  and  whether  be  will  see  that 
competent  men  who  are  refused  admission  to 
this  union  get  a  fair  share  of  the  work  ?  The 
other  day  the  honourable  gentleman  told  the 
House  that  he  had  taken  the  control  of  all  rail- 
way casual  labour,  so  that  electors  all  over  the 
•colony  seeking  employment  should  have  an 
equal  share.  Yet  here  they  found  that  men 
outside  this  union  applying  for  work  were 
refused,  and  that  employment  was  restricted 
to  the  members  of  this  union.  Capable 
men  had  asked  and  been  refused  admission 
to  it,  and  had  made  application  to  the  Minis- 
ter, and  received  the  same  answer.  He 
would  ask  the  Minister  to  explain  why  that 
official  reply  was  sent  to  men  who  were  re- 
fused employment  because  they  did  not  belong 
to  the  union.  Personally,  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  unions,  but  it  was  freely  said  in  Lyttelton 
that  its  membership  was  the  rump  of  the 
election  committee  of  the  honourable  member 
ior  Lyttelton,  and  it  was  not  well  that  any 
oolour  should  be  given  to  such  a  suspicion. 

Mr.  CADM AN  said  it  was  evident  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  know  so  much  as  he 
thought  about  railway  matters ;  he  had  a  lot 
to  learn  yet.  What  he  referred  to  the  other 
day  was  the  circular  which  went  out  from 
Mr.  Lowe,  and  which  referred  to  men  working 
on  the  railway-line.  The  question  now  put  by 
the  honourable  member  referred  to  the  wharf- 
labourers,  who  were  dealt  with  by  an  entirely 
•different  department* 
Mr,  Qraham 


Mr.  DUTHIE.— The  principle  is  the  same. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  was  not  aware  that 
the  union  in  (question  was  a  close  corporation, 
but,  in  his  opmion,  it  would  be  far  better  for 
all  the  unions  of  the  colony  if  they  were  more 
select  in  their  ohoice  of  members.  The  Go- 
«vemment  had  no  intention  of  encouraging 
more  labourers  and  their  families  to  go  to 
Lyttelton,  as  there  had  always  been  a  surplus 
of  labour  there.  Recently,  an  arrangement 
had  been  made  whereby  this  union  agreed  to 
supply  all  the  casual  labour  required  on  the 
Lyttelton  wharves  by  the  Railway  Department, 
and  there  would  now  be  no  necessity  for  the 
department  to  introduce  outside  labour.  It 
was  only  occasionally  that  all  the  casual  hands 
in  Lyttelton  were  fully  employed,  and,  when 
that  was  the  csise,  outsiders  were  taken  on  if 
more  were  required.  He  was  assured  that 
I  there  were  only  three  or  four  men  in  Lyttelton 
who  did  not  belong  to  either  of  the  unions,  and 
he  could  only  repeat  that  the  Government  did 
not  intend  to  encourage  more  labour  to  gravi- 
tate to  Lyttelton  than  there  was  available  at 
present.  The  arrangement  which  the  depart- 
ment had  made  worked  very  satisfactorily  so  far. 

•Mr.  DUTHIE  said  his  question  referred  to 
men  who  had  worked  there  for  years  and  who 
had  been  refused  employment.  That  was  what 
he  was  calling  the  attention  of  the  Minister  to 
more  especially. 

QUESTIONS. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether,  with  a  view  of  saving  the  time  of 
the  House,  he  will  introduce  amendments  of 
the  Standing  Orders,  providing  that  questions 
shall  be  notified  and  answered  in  writing? 
This  question  was  certainly  an  important  one, 
and  it  was  with  a  view  of  saving  time  that  he 
suggested  this  alteration.  They  had  sat  there 
practically  the  whole  afternoon,  and  it  had 
been  wasted  asking  and  answering  questions. 
These  questions  might  have  been  answered  in 
writing.  Many  afternoons  were  wasted  in  this 
way.  If  questions  were  answered  in  writing, 
there  would  be  no  room  for  explanations  de- 
generating into  speeches.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton  spoke  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  in- putting  a  question,  and  the  Premier 
took  the  same  time  in  reply.  The  same  thing 
had.  been  going  on  by  members  on  all  sides  of 
the  House.  This  was  not  a  new  matter.  It 
wat  proposed  in  1884  by  Major  Steward,  and  in 
1888  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  proposed  a  similar 
resolution.  Nothing  appeared  to  have  been 
done  ;  but  he  would  ask  the  Premier  whether, 
in  view  of  the  great  waste  of  time  that  went  on 
through  members  putting  questions  on  the 
Order  Paper  simply  as  advertisements,  and  to 
afford  them  opportunities  to  make  Speeches, 
he  would  try  and  abolish  this  abuse  of  par- 
liamentary procedure. 

An  Hon.  Mbicbbb. — You  do  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  had  put  three 
questions,  -two  of  which  he  had  got  up  and 
asked  without  saying  a  word  about  them.  He 
asked  that  this  should  be  done  to  save  a  great 
deal  of  valuable  time  of  the  Hoase. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.] 


BaUways 


[HOUSE.]  Departmental  Report,         14B 


Mr.   8EDD0N  said  they  had  bad  several 

•ohaDges  in  reapeot  to  the  Standing  Orders,  and 
be  was  free  to  .confess  that  he  saw  no  improve- 
ment now  from  what  existed  at  the  time  he 

-entered  Parliament.  If  memhers,  when  they 
pot  questions  on  the  Order  Paper,  would  confine 
themselves  simply  to  asking  the  question,  the 

-Oovemment  would  be  quite  prepared  to  answer 
the  questions  as  they  found  them.  But  when 
honourable  members  came  to  ask  the  question 
they  either  elaborated  the  question  or  took  the 
•opportunity  of  referring  to  other  questions, 
bringing  in  extraneous  matter,  and  that  forced 
the  Government  to  reply  to  them.  That  is 
what  occurred,  but  he  thought  there  was  no 
harm  in  it.  He  believed  that  free  and  fair 
interchange  of  thought  as  between  members 
wad  the  Government  was  all  for  good,  and  it  gave 
the  country  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  at  all 
events,  how  these  matters  were  being  de^t  with. 
So  far  as  the  Government  was  concerned,  he 
did  not  mind  it  at  all ;  and  he  did  think  it 
would  be  inconvenient  for  honourable  members 
— for  some  honourable  members,  at  all  events 
— to  have  to  do  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
wished.  Some  members  would  have  to  pay  a 
clerk  to  write  out  the  questions  for  them,  and 

•  of  course  they  would  have  to  go  into  particulars, 
and  give  reasons  for  asking  the  questions ;  and 
if  they  did  that,  honourable  members  would 
never  be  able  to  do  any  work  on  Committees 
— all  their  time  would  be  taken  up  between 
eorrespondence  and  writing  out  the  questions. 

'So  far  as  he  was  concerned — and  he  would 
probably  be  called  conservative — he  did  not 
think  there  was  a  necessity,  at  all  events  as 
yet,  for  the  change  indicated  in  this  question. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  ROYAL  COMMISSION. 
Mr.  MOORE  (Kaiapoi)  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  he  will  cause  a  Royal  Commission  to 
be  set  up  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the 

•Civil  Service  of  the  colony,  giving  power  to  call 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  examine  on  oath 
any  officer  or  servant,  temporary  or  permanent, 
in  any  department,  without  prejudice  to  such 
-officers  or  servants  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  until  they  had  the  re- 
ports of  the  present  outstanding  Commiaaions 
before  Parliament  he  did  not  think  it  ad- 
visable to  set  up  any  more.  His  answer,  there- 
fore, to  this  question  would  be  to  hold  the 
matter  over.  He  did  not  think  that  the  Com- 
mission would  do  any  good.    There  had  been  a 

•Commission  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
Jiod  soon  after  the  Government  got  its  report, 
and  instructions  had  been  given  in  respect 
thereto,  a  change  of  Government  *  occurred. 
So  far  as  the  colony  was  concerned,  they  got 
nothing  whatever  in  return  for  the  expense  of 
that  Commission.  He  thought  the  heads  of 
the  departments  and  the  Government  ought  to 
be  able  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

RAILWAYS  DEPARTMENTAL  REPORT. 
Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, Whether,  to  enable  the  condition  of  the 
.railways  to  be  better  understood,  he  will  in- 
•elnde  in  Ihe  annnai  departmental  report  the 


reports  from  the  local  Railway  Managers  sent 
in  at  the  end  of  the  last  or  beginning  of  the 
present  year,  setting  forth  the  requirements  of 
each  section  for  the  coming  year  ?  This  ques- 
tion had  been  so  often  on  the  Order  Paper  that 
it  required  a  little  alteration.  The  Railways 
Statement  had  since  been  laid  on  the  table,  but 
he  wished  to  ask  now  if  the  Minister  would 
place  these  different  reports  from  the  District 
Managers  on  the  table.  His  opinion  was  that 
these  district  reports  would  give  a  great  deal  of 
guidance  as  to  the  true  condition  of  the  per- 
manent-way of  the  railways  in  the  various  dis- 
tricts. There  were  reports  received  annually 
from  these  local  officers  as  to  the  condition  of 
their  lines  and  their  requirements,  and  they 
would  really  get  to  know  more  of  the  condition 
of  the  railways  if  they  were  laid  before  the 
Hou^.  The  district  traffic  reports  threw  some 
light  on  that  aspect,  but  he  sought  more  in- 
formation as  to  the  real  condition  of  the  per- 
manent-way and  rolling-stock.  He  hoped  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  would  see  his  way  to  com- 
ply with  the  request. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  did  not  understand 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  meant. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  Minister  had  amongst 
his  papers  full  detail  reports  from  the  several 
District  Managers  about  the  condition  of  the 
section  of  railways  under  their  control.  There 
was  one — the  Nelson  report— which  he  more 
particularly  wished  to  see.  He  referred  to  the 
reports  sent  in  by  these  District  Managers  at 
the  end  of  the  year  as  a  matter  of  routine,  and 
which  the  Minister  had  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  thought  all  the  re- 
ports the  honourable  gentleman  asked  for  were 
in  the  Railways  Statement  which  he  had  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House.  There  was  a  report 
from  the  General  Manager,  the  Chief  Engineer 
for  Working  Railways,  the  Locomotive  Superin- 
tendent, Stores  Manager,  and  District  Traffic 
Managers  in  Auckland,  Wanganui,  Wellington, 
Christohurch,  Dunedin,  and  Invercargill.  If 
there  was  any  other  particular  report  in  this 
direction  he  would  like  to  meet  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  but  these  were  the  reports  the 
honourable  gentleman  wanted. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  Minister  simply  pat 
the  reports  of  the  District  Traffic  Managers  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  names  he  had  read 
out  included  the  Traffic  Managers.  The 
Traffic  Manager  was  the  head  officer  of  his 
district. 

GOVERNMENT  LIFE  INSURANCE 
DEPARTMENT. 
Mr.  McLEAN  (Napier)  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  Whether  the  Government  Life  In- 
surance Department  lends  money  on  Crown 
lands  leased  in  perpetuity ;  and,  if  not,  why, 
seeing  that  money  is  lent  on  such  securities 
under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act?  His 
reason  for  asking  this  question  was  that  a 
settler  informed  him  that  he  applied  to  the 
Government  Life  Insurance  Office  for  a  loan, 
and  he  was  informed  that  the  Government  Life 
Insurance  Department  did  not  lend  money  on 
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secaritieR  such  as  tbe  tenure  of  lease  in  per- 
petuity, which  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Office 
did.  It  struck  him  ba  rather  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  one  Government  department  should 
refuse  to  lend  money  on  security  that  another 
Goveroment  department  lent  money  upon,  and 
he  wished  to  ask  the  Premier  what  was  the 
reason  why  one  department  would  not  lend 
money  on  what  another  did. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  '«The  Trustees  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1894,"  appeared  to  imply  the 
intention  to  grant  power  to  the  department  to 
lend  money  on  the  securities  named,  but  the 
almost  simultaneous  passing  of  **  The  Govern- 
ment Life  Insurance  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1894,"  rendered  it  doubtful  whether  such  power 
really  existed.  No  investments  of  the  kind 
natned  had  been  made.  The  powers  of  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Office  to  lend  on  this  class 
of  security  appeared  sufficient  to  meet  any  de- 
mand which  might  exist  for  loans  of  this 
character.  He  thought  this  was  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  position,  and  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office  had  advantages  in  this  respect ; 
and  he  might  say  that,  so  far  as  the  money 
they  had  was  available,  with  the  other  securi- 
ties offering,  they  had  no  intention  of  running 
the  Insurance  Department  into  competition 
with  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Office  or  other 
lending  departments.  The  main  obstacle  at 
the  present  time  was  the  law. 

POLICE  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch)  asked  the  Pre- 
mier, Whether  he  had,  previous  to  appearing 
before  the  Police  Commission  on  Monday  last, 
interviewed  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission 
and  arranged  that  he  was  to  be  excused  from 
answering  any  interrogations  as  to  his  actions 
whilst  Defence  Minister? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  answer  to  the  question 
was  No. 

RAILWAY  WORKSHOPS  CASUAL 
HANDS 
Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, Whether  instructions  have  been  given 
to  gradually  substitute  casual  hands  for  those 
formerly  known  as  permanent  hands  in  the 
railway  workshops  ;  and,  if  not,  why  there  are 
270  casual  hands  now  employed  at  Hillside  and 
Addington  as  against  406  permanent?  His 
object  in  putting  this  on  the  Order  Paper  was 
to  find  out  whether  the  Minister  for  Railways 
intended  to  gradually  supersede  all  the  per- 
manent hands  in  the  railway  workshops  by 
casual  hands.  There  was  a  growing  feeling 
down  there  that  the  number  of  permanent 
hands  were  on  the  decrease  and  the  number 
of  casual  hands  on  the  increase.  These  men 
regarded  the  matter  as  somewhat  important, 
because  there  were  certain  privileges  attaching 
to  permanent  hands  in  the  railway  workshops, 
such  as  a  reduction  in  railway  fares,  and  there 
were  one  or  two  other  concessions  that  they 
regarded  as  being  of  considerable  value.  They 
wished  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  to  be  the 
definite  object  of  the  Government  to  supersede 
the  permanent  hands  by  casual  hands. 
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Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  permanent  staff  in 
the  workshops  were  required  to  do  necessary 
repairs  and  renewing,  which  was  continuous  ail 
the  year  round.  When  there  was  extra  work,, 
such  as  building  new  rolling-stock  and  excessive 
repairs,  casual  hands  were  taken  on.  At  thfr- 
present  moment  there  must  be  over  four  hun- 
dred casual  hands  in  all  the  workshops  in  the 
colony  or  in  connection  therewith. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  there  were  270  casual 
hands  employed  at  Hillside  and  Addington. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  there  were  more  railway 
workshops  than  those  at  Hillside  and  Adding- 
ton, and  he  could  say,  speaking  roughly,  there 
were  over  four  hundred  of  these  men  employed. 
He  did  not  anticipate  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  on  these  casual  hands  continu- 
ously, and  therefore  it  would  be  unwise  to  pui- 
them  on  the  permanent  staff.  Unless  the 
traffic  of  the  railways  kept  increasing  abnor- 
mally, as  it  had  done  during  the  past  two  years,, 
this  year  would  probably  complete  sufficient 
rolling-stock  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the- 
colony,  and  they  would  not  require  all  these 
hands;  and  he  thought  it  was  better  they 
should  not  be  put  on  the  permanent  staff  if 
those  the  department  had  were  able  to  keep 
pace  with  the  ordinary  repairs  and  overhauling.. 
If  these  men  were  placed  on  the  permanent 
staff,  and  then  had  to  be  dispensed  with,  they 
would  naturally  have  a  grievance. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  ACT. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Lytteltou)  asked  tbe  Minister  of 
Lands,  Will  the  Government  amend  *'  The  Pub- 
lic Works  Act,  1894,"  by  amending  section  135 
so  as  to  provide  that  the  owners  of  land  adjoin-  . 
ing  public  roads  may  become  liable  only  for 
their  own  acts  of  commission  and  omisRion? 
In  asking  this  question  he  might  remind  the 
Minister  that  previous  to  the  Act  of  1894  being 
passed  into  law  the  owners  of  property  adjoin- 
ing public  roads  were  only  liable  for  their  own 
acts,  and  for  any  neglect  on  their  part.  But 
the  Act  of  1894  compelled  the  owners  of  pro- 
perty adjoining  public  roads  to  obey  mandates 
of  public  bodies  for  tlie  removal  of  gorse,  etcetera^ 
from  these  roads.  In  a  case  heard  in  Canter- 
bury three  or  four  months  ago  tbe  oppressive 
character  of  the  existing  law— akin  to  this 
question — was  heard.  The  equities  of  the  case 
were  in  favour  of  the  defendant,  but  the  Magis- 
trate had  to  inflict  a  nominal  penalty.  There 
had  been  another  case  of  the  kind  at  Wanganui^. 
and  he  thought  the  Minister  should  look  into  the 
law  and  amend  it,  so  that  justice  might  be  done 
to  people  whose  only  offence  under  the  present 
law  would  be  living  on  land  adjoining  public 
roads.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  be  able 
to  give  a  favourable  reply  to  his  representation. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE  could  not  exactly  com- 
prebend  what  the  honourable  member  wished, 
to  know  with  regard  to  this  matter.  He  muet 
know  as  well  as  he  (Mr.  McKenzie)  could  possibly 
tell  him  it  was  the  law  at  the  present  time 
that  a  property-owner  could  be  made  to  keep* 
clear  one- half  the  road  in  front  of  his  pro- 
perty. 

Mr.  JOYCE  said  it  was  a  bad  law. 
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Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  said  it  might  be  a  bad 
law,  but  it  was  the  law  at  the  present  time, 
and  if  the  intention  of  the  honourable  member 
was  to  repeal  that  law  and  to  force  the  looal 
bodies  to  do  that  work  for  themselves,  then,  of 
course,  that  was  a  dear  question  to  put.  His 
own  opinion  was  that  they  oould  do  nothing 
at  present.  The  local  body  oould,  of  course, 
enforce  the  law.  They  could  ask  any  owner  of 
property  adjoining  a  pubHo  road  to  keep  the 
road-lines  dear  to  one-half  the  width  of  the 
road.  He  knew  that  was  done  in  the  district 
in  which  he  resided  himself,  and  the  only 
sinners  he  knew  of  in  this  respect  in  that 
district  were  the  Councillors  themselves.  They 
generally  ordered  everybody  else  to  do  it,  but 
forgot  to  do  it  themselves.  However,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  wished  to  have  this  law 
amended,  that  was  a  different  subject.  At  the 
present  time  he  did  not  see  that  he  could  do 
anything  in  the  matter  in  disturbing  the  cases 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to. 
It  might  be  considered  by  one  individual  as  a 
hardship  ;  still  it  was  a  large  subject. 

POLICE  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  in- 
structions have  been  given  to  the  Qovemment 
Printer  to  delay  the  printing  of  the  evidence  in 
connection  with  the  Police  Commission;  and 
whether  such  a  course  will  not  probably  deprive 
members  of  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
Commissioners'  report  this  session  ?  He  might 
say  he  had  heard  this  alleged  amongst  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  he  wished,  therefore,  to 
ascertain  whether  they  were  going  to  have  the 
evidence  connected  with  the  Police  Commission 
printed  promptly,  or  whether  instructions  had 
been  given  that  other  printing  at  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office  was  to  take  precedence 
of  it. 

Mr.  BALL-JONES  said,  as  he  was  the  Minis- 
ter in  charge  of  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  he  would  be  very  much  obliged  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  if  be  would  state  what 
foundation  he  had  for  asking  this  question — for 
insinuating  that  the  Government  were  purposely 
keeping  back  the  printing  of  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Police  Commission.  He  had  made 
this  insinuation  without  giving  them  one  word 
of  explanation  to  show  why  he  did  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  the  insinuation  was  well 
founded. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said,  WeU,  he  invited  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  tell  the  House  plainly 
what  was  the  foundation  he  had  for  saying  that. 
What  were  the  facts  ?  He  had  instructed  the 
Government  Printer  to  use  all  expedition  in 
printing  the  report  of  the  Commission  and  the 
accompanying  evidence.  He  wanted  the  public 
of  the  colony  to  be  placed  in  possession  of 
the  facts  elicited  by  this  Commission  at  the 
earliest  possible  date,  so  that  they  might  see 
what  they  had  got  for  the  very  large 
cost  of  that  Commission.  The  fact  was,  the 
work  at  the  Printing  Office  had  been  partially 
stopped  on  several  occasions  for  want  of 
••  copy,"  and  he  believed  that  at  the  present 
day  the  Printer  had  not  received  the  wnole  of 
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the  **copy.'*  Yet  the  honourable  gentleman 
put  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper  embodying 
an  insinuation  that  was  without  the  slightest 
foundation.  He  challenged  the  honourable 
member  to  state  any  foundation  he  had  for 
asking  this  question.  If  he  would  not  do  so 
he  must  stand  charged  with  patting  such  a 
question  without  any  foundation. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  wished  to  be  allowed  to  re- 
mark that,  as  a  matter  of  actual  fact,  the  last 
of  the  "  copy"  was  in  the  Printing  Office  days 
ago,  so  that  the  Minister  knew  nothing  about 
the  matter. 

Mr.  HALL  JONES  had  asked  the  honour- 
able gentleman  for  the  foundation  for  his  state- 
ment, and  he  could  not  reply. 

AUSTRIANS. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  (Bay  of  Islands)  asked  tha 
Premier,  Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  paragraph  in  the  New  Zealand  Herald  of 
the  9th  July,  as  follows :  **  It  will  be  remem- . 
bered  that  the  other  day  the  8.b.  'Waihora' 
brought  fifty  Austrians  to  Auckland,  who  at 
once  proceeded  to  the  northern  gumfields* 
From  letters  which  have  been  received  from 
Austria  by  the  last  mail,  it  is  said  there  are 
five  hundred  more  Austrians  waiting  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  away  to  New  Zealand.  Of  course^ 
such  a  number  could  not  leave  at  once;  but  it 
is  probable  they  will  arrive  here  in  the  course 
of  time  in  batches  of  from  sixty  to  eighty,  as 
they  have  hitherto  done.  It  is  also  stated  that 
a  number  have  been  detained  by  the  Austrian 
Government,  some  of  these  only  having  reached 
as  far  as  Bagusa,  in  Dalmatia,  when  their 
progress  was  stopped.  The  Austrian  Govern- 
ment are  no  doubt  looking  at  these  departures 
from  a  military  point  of  view.  By  the  s.s. 
*  Mararoa,'  it  is  stated  that  twelve  Austrians 
returned  home,  taking  with  them  somewhere 
about  £2,800  of  their  savings  made  on  the 
gumfields "  ?  The  matter  was  of  so  much 
importance  to  his  district  that  he  had  been 
induced  to  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper.  The  Government  had  promised  to 
bring  down  a  Bill  to  cope  with  this  difficulty ; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  evil  of  which  the  settlers 
complained  was  going  on  now,  and  would  con- 
tinue to  go  on,  day  after  day,  until  this  Bill 
became  law,  if  it  did  become  law,  as  he  hoped 
would  be  the  case.  However,  this  great  evil, 
which  had  existed  now  for  several  years,  was 
still  going  on,  and  the  large  influx  of  these 
foreigners  to  the  colony  meant  ruin  to  the 
small  settlers,  and  also  meant  ruin  to  the  legiti- 
mate gum-digger.  Not  only  that,  but  these 
foreigners,  who  were  mere  *'  birds  of  passage," 
were  taking  away  from  his  district  a  source  of 
wealth  that  would  never  be  replaced.  They 
were  not  only  depriving  the  district  of  its  de- 
posits of  kauri-gum,  but  all  the  money  that  was 
earned  by  these  men  was  being  sent  out  of 
the  country.  The  latter  part  of  the  question 
showed  what  an  enormous  sum  had  gone  out 
of  the  district  in  a  very  short  time,  and  the 
longer  it  went  on  the  greater  the  evil  would  be. 
He  felt  very  strongly  on  this  question.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  no  other  district  in  the  colon 


Digitized  by 


Google 


146 


Austrians. 


[HOUBB.]      District  OaurU  BiU.      [July  29 


that  had  suftered  so  much  injury  as  his  district 
had  owiog  to  the  influx  of  these  foreigners; 
and  he  earnestly  urged  on  the  Minister,  for  the 
welfare  of  his  district,  the  necessity  of  pushing 
on  with  the  promised  Bill  this  session,  so  that 
it  migh(  become  law  as  soon  as  possible,  and  so 
that  his  district  would  not  be  deprived  of  that 
source  of  wealth  which  had  relieved  the  labour- 
market  of  the  colony  for  so  many  years. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  said  this  question  had  given 
the  Government  a  good  deal  of  anxiety,  because 
they  felt  that  whoever  came  to  them  from  the 
European  nations,  and  where  they  were— as  in 
the  case  of  these  Austrians — hard-working  men, 
it  would  be  invidious  to  put  up  any  barriers 
against  their  entrance.  But  it  was  evident 
that  when  these  men  came  amongst  us  they 
only  meant  to  stay  for  a  time,  depleting  our 
land  of  that  which  was  of  gieat  viUue,  remit- 
ting moneys  to  meet  the  wants  of  those  they 
had  left  at  home,  and,  ultimately,  after  they 
had  amassed  sufficient  means,  going  back  home 
themselves.  They  had  certainly  legislated  in 
other  directions  to  deal  with  cases  that  were 
almost  analogous  to  that  kind  of  thing.  In  his 
opinion,  the  best  thing  to  do  was  to  lay  off  gum 
reserves,  and  specify  those  who  should  dig 
there.  He  said  preference  ought  to  be  given  to 
our  own  settlers  and  our  own  freeholders.  After 
that  was  done,  sections  of  Grown  land  should  be 
ffiven  to  those  who  would  take  out  ordinary  gum- 
digging  licenses.  With  the  assistance  of  his 
friend  the  Minister  of.  Lands  the  matter  mic^t 
be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  in  this  way.  He 
felt  sure,  from  what  he  knew  of  the  Austrians 
or  Dalmatians  whom  we  had  had  on  our  dig- 
gings—and some  of  our  best  colonists  there 
were  Dalmatians — that  they  were  good  sterlins 
men.  The  country  they  came  from  was  noted 
for  good  agriculturists,  and  they  would  miJie, 
he  thought,  excellent  settlers.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion whether  they  should  not  lay  off  lands  for 
them  to  settle  upon. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  they  never  came  here 
to  settle. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  not  done  so, 
but,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  their  own 
country  and  the  advantages  they  got  here,  if 
these  advantages  were  only  brought  under  their 
notice  we  might  possibly  get  a  section  of  them 
to  remain  and  become  permanent  colonists. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  that  in  their  own 
country  £800  or  £400  made  a  man  independ- 
ent for  life. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  experience  of 
some  Dalmatians  on  the  diggings,  who,  after 
making  some  money  there,  went  home,  but 
were  very  glad  to  come  back  to  the  colony. 
The  restrictions  they  were  under  at  home,  and 
the  hard  conditions  of  life  there,  were  such  that 
after  the  freedom  they  had  here  they  were 
never  content  to  remain  at  home.  That  had 
been  his  experience,  and  he  certainly  was  deter- 
mined that  this  influx,  which  was  depleting 
the  colonv  of  its  mineral  wealth,  should  not  be 
permitted  to  go  on  any  longer.  He  hoped  the 
legislation  which  he  intended  to  introduce 
would  not  interfere  with  any  international 
obligations.  It  was  simply  a  question  of  deal- 
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ing  with  a  difficulty  standing  in  the  way  of 
the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  he  hoped 
s^ch  legislation  would  not  at  all  be  detri- 
mental to  those  settlers  who  were  in  the  oolouy 
now. 

DISTRICT  COURTS  BILL. 
-  on  Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  moved, 
''^'  That  this  BiU  be  read  a  second  time 
pro  formA,  with  a  view  to  its  being  sent  to  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee,  it  being  a  con- 
solidating measure.  He  might  be  permitted 
to  say  he  had  been  informed  by  the  Minister 
of  Justice  that  the  Government  reoogpnised 
this  to  be  a  measure  of  considerable  import- 
ance, and  a  matter  which  should  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Gk)verDment  when  the  proper  time 
arrived.  He  quite  agreed  to  that,  but  he 
thought  the  Bill  would  be  all  the  better  for 
revision  by  the  Committee  which  had  been 
set  up  for  the  purpose  of  dealiog  with  such 
measures. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

REMOVAL  OF  WOMEN'S  DISABILITIES 
BILL. 
Mr.  TAYLOR.— Sir,  I  intend  to  speak  very 
briefly  on  this  Bill,  because  I  recognise  that  one 
of  the  measures  coming  later  on — particularly 
the  Water-supply  Act  Amendment  Bill — ^is  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  Canterbury  Dis- 
trict. In  abridging  my  remarks  I  hope  I  shall 
set  a  good  example  to  other  honouraole  mem- 
bers. First  of  all  I  want  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  this  Bill  only  pro- 
poses that  women  shall  be  eligible  for  the  posi- 
tions to  which  men  may  now  be  nominated 
or  elected.  I  want  to  draw  the  attention  of 
honourable  members  to  the  fact  that  the  popu- 
lation of  the  colony  is  almost  equally  divided. 
There  are  876,969  males  and  837,175  females. 
But,  when  you  come  to  analyse  the  sexes  so  faur 
as  their  relations  to  the  State  are  concerned, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  women  have  a 
superior  claim  in  connection  with  any  puUio 
position.  Let  us  take  the  prison  statistics  of 
the  colony.  In  the  year  1895— and  the  same 
proportion  holds  good  for  every  year — 1,647 
male  prisoners  were  received  into*  our  gaols, 
and  only  288  female  prisoners,  a  majority  of 
1,864  to  the  discredit  of  the  male  portion  of 
the  population.  If  you  examine  the  statis- 
tics for  lunacy  you  will  find  that  there  are  in 
proportion  to  the  population  37*70  male  luna- 
tics, and  only  26*02  female  lunatics.  That 
should  weigh  very  heavily  with  honourahle 
members.  We  hear  it  said — and  we  shaJl 
probably  hear  it  said  again  to-night — that  the 
fair  sex  are  too  emotional  to  be  allowed  to 
enter  this  House.  I  undertake  to  say  that 
there  are  as  many  men  in  the  colony  mentally 
incapable  of  occupying  positions  in  this  House 
as  women.  If  you  test  the  morality  of  the 
sexes  you  will  find  that  on  that  score,  as  on 
nearly  every  other  point,  the  men  come  out 
second  best.  Honourable  members  know  per- 
fectly well  that  in  connection  with  drinkmg, 
and  gambling,  and  the  social  evil  the  percent- 
age of  women  who  are  guilty  of  folly  or  vice  is 
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•Itogeiher  oul  of  proportion  to  that  of  men, 
and  is  in  favour  of  the  fair  sex.  How  are  you 
to  judge  of  their  capability  to  oome  into  this 
House  ?  I  believe  there  would  not  be  twelve 
women  in  New  Zealand  who  would  ofier  them- 
selves for  nomination  during  the  next  five 
years  ;  but  surely  no  one  in  the  House  will 
4env  that  amongst  the  women  of  New  Zea- 
land there  are  some  who  would  do  great 
credit  to  this  or  to  any  other  assembly. 
The  probabilities  that  women  would  offer 
themselves  in  large  numbers  for  nomina- 
tion to  this  House  are  very  remote.  Honour- 
able members  will  remember  the  agitation  in 
favour  of  the  women's  franchise.  There  was 
never  an  agitation  in  this  colony  on  any  ques- 
tion that  was  conducted  with  more  dignity, 
more  persistently,  or  with  greater  success,  and 
from  start  to  finish  it  was  controlled  by  a  lady 
resident  in  Ohristchuroh,  who>has  earned— and 
deservedly  earned — the  respect  of  every  one 
who  has  had  the  honour  of  her  acquaintance. 
I  refer  to  Mrs.  Sheppard,  whose  name  has  often 
been  heard  of  in  this  chamber  in  connection 
with  the  enfranchisement  of  women.  Then, 
in  the  colony  there  are  a  number  of  exception- 
ally able  women,  who  possess  wide  knowledge 
of  public  affairs,  and  whose  aid  in  legislation 
would  be  invaluable.  I  do  not  say  there  are 
▼ery  many,  because  it  requires  a  special  train- 
ing to  undertake  the  responsibilities  of  Govern- 
ment, and  men  have  for  centuries  reserved  to 
themselves  exclusively  the  right  of  exercising 
the  ruling  power.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  up  to  the  present  time  men  may  have 
been  more  fitted  for  the  discharge  of  that 
function.  But  if  you  grant  to  women  the 
right  of  occupying  positions  on  our  various 
local  governing  bodies— on  the  Charitable  Aid 
Boards,  and  in  connection  with  luries — you 
will  speedily  have  a  number  of  able  women 
who,  by  virtue  of  their  experience,  will  ulti- 
mately render  the  State  good  service.  I  do 
not  propose  to  enter  into  any  lengthy  argu- 
ment to  show  that  women  are  the  equals  of 
men.  Will  any  one  question  the  heroism  of 
women?  Will  any  one  question  their  en- 
durance ?  Will  any  one  question  their 
average  morality,  or  their  industry,  or  the 
share  they  play  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
home-life  of  the  people?  There  is  not  a 
tingle  department  of  the  world's  work  to-day 
where  women  are  not  gradually  finding  their 
way.  Into  the  profession  of  medicine,  into  the 
profession  of  the  law,  into  the  arts,  into  litera- 
ture and  the  sciences.  I  could  give  name  after 
name  in  each  of  these  spheres  of  work  where 
women  have  excelled.  Where  in  the  world  of 
fiction  have  we  the  name  of  a  man  that  out- 
chines  that  of  George  Eliot?  I  do  not  know 
cf  one.  In  the  art  world  there  are  women  like 
filizabeth  Butler,  Bosa  Bonheur,  and  others 
•gainst  whom  men  pit  themselves  in  vain. 
They  cannot  compete  with  them.  I  do  not 
think  we  have  ever  had  a  military  artist  who 
has  had  more  talent  and  genius  &an  Elizabeth 
Butler  has  displayed.  And  in  the  other  branches 
of  work  that  men  have  kept  as  a  close  preserve 
lor  themselves  for  so  many  centuries  women 


are  now  successfully  competing  with  their  mals 
friends.  This  Bill  does  not  propose  to  plaos 
any  responsibility  on  women  in  connection 
with  naval  and  military  service. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— Why  not  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOB.  —  An  honourable  member 
smiles.  I  submit  this  Is  not  a  matter  for 
jocularity.  They  render  their  full  contribu- 
tion to  the  military  and  naval  service.  Women 
have  their  responsibilities  in  connection  with 
the  up-bringing  of  all  generations  of  men  as 
they  come  iJong ;  and  they  touch  the  life  of 
the  people  at  so  many  points — ^at  more  points 
than  do  the  men  of  the  community.  Theirs  is 
the  responsibility  for  the  whole  control  of  ths 
children  for  years  and  years,  whilst  the  fathers 
see  little  or  nothing  of  them ;  and  if  the  matter 
is  viewed  from  that  standpoint  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  women's  contribution  to  the 
work  of  the  world  is  invariably  of  more  vital 
importance  than  that  performed  by  men. 
But,  the  important  question  is,  Should  she 
be  allowed  to  enter  this  Chamber  ?  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  very  few  members  will  ob- 
ject to  women  occupying  positions  in  out 
minor  p;overning  bodies.  For  instance,  in 
connection  with  hospitals  there  are  wards 
exclusively  peopled  by  women.  It  is  a  crying 
evil  to  find  all  these  institutions  entirely  under 
the  control  of  a  committee  of  men.  There 
ought  to  be  women  members  of  our  Hospital 
Boards.  They  should  see  to  the  inspection  of 
the  wards  in  which  there  are  women  and 
children.  Our  lunatic  asylums  are  bound  to 
come  under  the  control  of  popularly  elected 
Boards,  and  on  those  Boards  there  should  be  a 
percentage  of  women,  so  that  they  may  have 
control  of  those  portions  of  the  asylums  in 
which  women  are  incarcerated.  In  connection 
with  charitable  aid  it  is  a  scandal  that  soma 
women  who  have  been  well  cared  for  and 
tenderly  brought  up  have  to  go  and  expose  all 
their  want  and  all  their  shame  to  a  conmiittee 
of  men.  I  say  that  ought  not  to  be ;  and  in 
connection  with  juries  no  one  will  contend  that 
where  a  woman  is  on  her  trial,  or  where  the 
wants  of  children  are  being  inquired  into 
bv  a  judicial  tribunal,  women  would  not 
discharge  the  functions  better  than  men  could 
possibly  do.  And  if  she  is  qualified-^and  I 
think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  she  is— to 
occupy  positions  on  those  minor  Boards,  what 
reason  can  you  find  for  denying  the  right  to 
women  of  entering  this  Assembly  ?  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  women  have  not  got  ths 
powers  of  endurance  to  occupy  seats  in  this 
Assembly.  They  are  the  nurses  of  the  world, 
and  their  powers  of  endurance  are  beyond 
dispute.  If  women  came  into  this  Assembly 
Uieir  presence  would  be  just  as  beneficial  in 
this  chamber  and  on  the  legislation  of  the 
country  as  their  entrance  into  the  political 
arena  as  voters  has  been.  Before  the  franchise 
was  extended  to  women  the  same  cries  were 
made  against  the  extension  of  the  franchise  as 
are  mewae  against  this  proposed  extension  of 
women's  power.  We  were  told  that  if  we  gave 
women  the  parliamentary  franchise  they  would 
neglect  their  homes,  that  they  would  be  insulted 
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by  men  at  the  poUing-boothe,  that  the  male 
population's  tea  would  not  be  ready  for  them 
when  they  oame  from  their  day's  work,  that  the 
children  would  be  neglected,  and  generally  that 
women  would  suddenly  emerge  into  a  condition 
of  insanity  because  of  receiving  this  political 
right.  Now,  what  has  been  the  result  ?  There 
has  not  been  a  single  one  of  these  dismal 
prophecies  fulfilled  in  actual  experience — not 
one  ;  and  I  claim,  further,  that  the  presence  of 
women  at  our  parliamentary  elections  has  had 
a  most  purifying  effect  on  the  elections.  It 
has  done  away  entirely  in  all  the  large  centres 
of  population  with  rowdyism.  It  has  created  a 
spirit  of  chivalry  at  the  polling-booths,  and  I 
have  not  seen  one  woman  in  the  City  of  Christ- 
church  at  the  three  elections  that  have  taken 
place  since  the  franchise  was  given  to  women 
molested  at  the  polling-booths.  I  have  not 
heard  a  single  complaint  that  a  home  has  been 
neglected  as  the  result  of  women  having  the  par- 
liamentarv  franchise.  I  want  to  say  this  in  con- 
clusion :  if  this  House  refuses  to  remove  this  dis- 
ability from  the  women  of  the  colony  it  will  be 
doing  for  statecraft  exactly  what  the  univer- 
sities did  in  their  sphere  for  generations — tried 
to  prevent  women  from  competing  on  fair 
terms,  so  far  as  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  is 
concerned,  with  men.  But  to-day  the  univer- 
sities are  recognising  that  they  were  doing  a 
wrong  thing,  and  that  women  have  no  right  to 
be  denied  admission  into  the  circles  of  learning. 
Then,  for  generations,  look  how  closely  pre- 
served the  medical  profession  was ;  and  now,  to 
the  distinct  benefit  of  the  whole  of  the  women 
and  children  of  Christendom,  women  are  forcing 
their  way  into  the  medical  profession.  In  law 
they  must  take  their  chance.  I  believe  there  are 
plenty  of  women  who  are  fully  qualified  to  prac- 
tise law  successfully,  and  as  time  goes  on  they 
will  demonstrate  their  power.  As  far  as  this 
Assembly  is  concerned,  I  Know  of  my  own  know- 
ledge about  a  dozen  women  in  the  colony  who, 
by  virtue  of  their  leisure,  their  education,  their 
sound  common  •  sense  and  high  character, 
would  be  immediately  qualified  for  entering 
this  Chamber;  and  there  are  hundreds  of 
women  who,  if  they  were  to  study  political 
problems  that  are  interesting  this  country  and 
other  countries,  are  keen  enough  in  intelligence 
and  are  strong  enough  in  character  to  grace 
this  or  any  other  assembly  in  the  Empire.  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill.  I  hope  it  will  pass  this  House, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Parliament  and  to  the 
intense  satisfaction  of  many  thoughtful  women. 
Mr.  WABD  (Awarua).— I  have  listened  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  in  in- 
troducing this  Bill  with  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest. The  honourable  gentleman  has  said, 
in  his  advocacy  of  the  measure,  that  which  I 
think  every  member  of  the  House  can  say  on 
behalf  of  women.  I  am  a  thorough  believer  in 
women's  rights.  Their  ability  and  capacity 
from  an  intellectual  point  to  discharge  many 
of  the  duties  or  callings  now  largely  filled  by 
men  is,  in  my  opinion,  beyond  question,  and 
many  of  the  avocations  now  open  to  men  only 
should  be  thrown  open  to  women,  where,  by 
iff]  Taylor 


their  industry  and  capacity,  they  would  in 
many  oases  successfully  engage  in  the  battle 
of  life.  They  are  fully  entitled  to  have  the 
opportunity.  I  do  not,  however,  go  with  the 
honourable  member  irr  the  conclusion  at  which 
he  has  arrived — that  because  women  are  cap- 
able, as  they  undeniably  are,  of  taking  seats 
on  local  governing  bodies,  of  being  able  iD, 
almost  every  department  of  life  to  take  their 
part  side  by  side  with  men,  and  do  many  of 
the  Works  that  men  at  present  perform,  not 
only  equally  as  well,  but  in  many  cases  better 
than  men— I  do  not,  in  coneeqtlence,  hold  the 
view  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  women 
should  have  the  right  to  stand  as  parliament- 
ary candidates.  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  place 
of  a  woman  to  be  engaged  in  the  hurly-burly 
of  political  elections  in  this  country.  As  a 
rule,  at  all  events,  at  parliamentary  elections 
feeling  runs  high,'  strife  and  fierce  battles  are 
fought,  hard  things  are  said ;  and  I  say  that 
the  women  of  the  country  should  not  be 
brought  into  the  cauldron  of  political  war- 
fare to  which  those  who  stood  would  be  at 
once  exposed.  I  always  supported  the  exten- 
sion of  the  parliamentary  franchise  to  women 
before  I  entered  political  life.  I  supported  it 
unhesitatingly,  because  I  felt  that  women  who- 
were  subject  to  and  controlled  by  the  laws  of 
the  land  should  have  a  voice  in  selecting  those 
who  made  the  laws ;  but  I  cannot  at  present  se» 
my  way  to  go  to  the  full  extent  of  giving  women 
seats  in  the  House,  though  I  know  quite  well  it 
will  be  argued  that  it  is  the  logical  result  of  the 
franchise  being  extended  to  them.  I  do  not- 
think  the  women  of  this  country  are  desirous 
o!  having  this  privilege  conferred  on  them.  I 
know  many  sensible  women  in  different  parts 
of  the  colony  who  have  discussed  this  proposal 
verv  freely  and  fully,  and  have  discussed  i 
with  a  laudable  desire  to  try  and  arrive  at  wha 
they  believe  to  be  a  mature  conclusion  upon 
this  matter,  and  whether  it  would  be  best  in 
their  own  interests  to  have  the  right  to  sit  in 
Parliament ;  and  I  have  very  little  hesitation  in 
saying  that,  while  there  is  a  small  section  o 
women  in  this  country  who  are  agitating  for 
this  reform,— and  they  have  a  perfect  right  to- 
do  so,— still  the  bulk  of  the  women  of  the 
colony  do  not,  in  my  opinion,  desire  it.  Women 
are  the  most  earnest  workers  in  the  carrying-out 
of  social  reforms,  and  the  large  majority  of  them 
are  on  the  side  of  improving  the  conditions  of 
the  people  as  to  habits  of  drinking,  gambling, 
and  immorality;  but  they  do  not  require  to  sit 
in  Parliament  to  effect  such  legislation  as  ifr 
necessary  to  improve  the  present  conditions. 
They  have  now  a  great  power  in  their  hands.  I 
believe  the  majoritv  of  the  women  of  this 
country  are  satisfied  with  the  power  already 
conferred  upon  them.  It  enables  them  to  sup- 
port men  of  their  choice,  and  their  power  is 
such  that  they  can  decide  the  result  of  moat 
elections ;  and  I  therefore  say  that  their  ideas, 
if  parliamentary  legislation  is  required,  can  b» 
given  as  full  enect  to  through  tneir  represen* 
tatives  as  if  they  sat  in  Parliament  themselves. 
I  recognise,  with  the  honourable  member,  that 
women  should  be  allowed  to  hold  seats   on 
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Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid  Boards,  Muni- 
cipal Corporations,  and  other  local  institutions 
of  that  sort,  and  those  of  them  who  stand  for 
deotion  to  local  pablio  bodies  have  not  the 
flame  conditions  that  would  apply  to  political 
contests,  and  they  could  contest  such  elections 
without  being  brought  into  the  fierce  political 
conflicts  which  from  time  to  time  arise  during 
the  political  excitement.  It  will.  I  think,  be 
admitted  that  they  would  be  able  to  get  seats 
on  those  Boards  without  subjecting  themselves 
to  the  fierce  criticism  and  the  wrangling  which 
on  the  political  battle-ground  goes  on  from  time 
to  time  in  this  and  other  countries.  In  point 
of  endurance,  in  point  of  heroism,  they  com- 
pare favourably  with  men,  and  their  fitness 
tor  taking  part  in  art  and  science  and  pro- 
fessions, I  think,  is  beyond  all  question.  Those 
women  who  by  study,  industry,  and  ability 
devote  themselves  to  any  of  the  branches 
I  have  named  are  able  to  carry  them  out 
quite  as  well  as  men  are,  and  some  of  them 
are  able  to  do  them  even  better.  They  also 
stand  on  a  much  higher  level  than  men  so 
&r  as  morals  are  concerned.  I  recognise  and 
Appreciate  their  qualities  of  grace,  refinement, 
«nd  their  many  good  qualities,  but  I  do  not 
think,  while  we  are  anxious  to  pay  that  just 
tribute  to  women  which  is  their  due,  that 
we  ought  at  the  same  time  to  condemn  the  men 
by  making  such  an  invidious  comparison  as 
the  honourable  member  has  done.  There  are 
food  and  bad  women,  and  there  are  also  good 
and  bad  men.  The  women  of  this  country 
have  a  large  say — about  equal  to  that  of  men — 
In  returning  their  choice  of  representatives  to 
Parliament.  At  the  present  time,  perhaps, 
they  have  not  had,  as  the  result  of  the  few 
years'  exercise  of  the  franchise,  the  same 
opportunities  of  gauging  men's  capacities,  of 
gauging  their  abilities,  of  gauging  their  charac- 
ters, but  in  due  course  of  time,  as  the  result  of 
the  franchise  being  conferred  upon  them,  that 
will  come.  The  younger  women  of  the  rising 
generation  are  in  the  midst  of  daily  political 
education,  and  their  seniors  are  not  lacking  in 
educating  them,  more  especially  upon  matters 
directly  concemiug  their  position  and  welfare  ; 
and  I  venture  to  say  the  women  of  this  country 
will  do  a  great  deal  more  good  by  throwing 
their  great  influence  into  the  political  arena, 
hy  returning  suitable  men  to  represent  them 
here — they  will  do  a  great  deal  more  good  in 
the  meantime  by  advocating  and  agitating 
for  reforms,  and  by  trying  to  have  those  re- 
forms efiected  by  the  men  they  send  to  this 
House,  than  if  a  few  of  them  were  to  come 
into  this  House  themselves,  as  suggested  by  the 
honourable  member.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man stated  further,  if  these  disabilities  on 
women  were  removed,  that  during  the  next 
flye  years  not  more  than  a  dozen  of  them, 
perhaps,  would  stand  for  Parliament.  I 
think  that  is  a  very  strong  argument  in  the 
direction  of  what  I  have  already  stated— that 
the  women  as  a  whole  do  not  desire  that  this 
change  should  take  place ;  otherwise,  if  they 
did  desire  it,  in  almost  every  constituency  in 
•tiie  country  we  would  have  the  women  showing 


their  sincerity  or  dqsire  to  have  this  legislation 
introduced  by  urging  it  upon  their  fellow-^leo- 
tors,  and  also  asking  the  several  candidates  to 
support  such  a  reform.  I  sav  that  I  know  of  no 
such  general  agitation,  and  therefore,  by  the  in- 
action or  want  of  general  action  on  the  part  of 
the  women,  I  feel  that  they,  as  a  body,  are  not 
favourable  to,  or  rather  not  ready  for  it.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman's 
argument  about  the  proportion  of  lunatics  aa 
between  men  and  women.  If  the  proportion 
of  female  lunatics,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said,  is  only  26'2,  it  shows  very  dearly  to 
my  mind — if  the  argument  is  a  sound  one, 
which  I  do  not  think  it  is— that  if  they  were 
engaged  in  all  the  walks  of  life  that  men  arc 
now  engaged  in,  then  the  proportion  of  women 
lunatics  should  increase ;  because  if  the  men 
and  women  in  this  country  are  about  equal, 
and  the  proportion  of  lunatics  amongst  men  is 
greater,  that  does  appear  to  me  to  show — and  I 
think  it  is  logical  to  assume — that  if  a  greater 
proportion  of  men  are  employed  than  women, 
and  if  there  are  more  lunatics  among  them 
than  women,  it  is  the  employments  of  the  men 
which  must  have  brought  about  the  increased 
lunacy  amongst  them. 

g  ^         An  Hon.  Member. — They  make  men 
•     mad. 

Mr.  WARD.— On  the  contrary,  Sir,  I  think 
they  have  a  soothing  influence  upon  men,  and 
very  often  bring  mad  men  back  to  a  proper 
state  of  their  senses.  I  do  not,  on  the  other 
hand,  for  a  moment  believe  that  good  women 
ever  made  men  mad,  though  occasionally 
amongst  both  men  and  women  you  drop 
across  one  who  is  what  is  commonly  called  a 
"  tartckr,"  and  if  we  do  come  across  them  we 
know  there  is  trouble.  And,  among  those  sort, 
men  drive  women  mad  quite  as  much  as  women 
do  men ;  but  they  are  the  exceptions,  and  ccbn- 
not  be  accepted  as  examples.  But  I  am  sure, 
so  far  as  I  am  a  judge  of  character,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ohristohurch  Oity  (Mr.  Lewis) 
has  never  been  troubled  in  that  way,  but 
has  been  under  the  benign  influences  of  some 
kindly  hand  that  is  so  favourable  to  a  man. 
I  regret  that  I  cannot  see  my  way  to  support 
the  whole  of  the  proposal  contained  in  this 
Bill.  I  recognise  the  earnestness  of  the  honour- 
able member  who  has  introduced  it,  but  I  op- 
pose the  admission  of  women  to  Parliament 
from  just  as  sincere  motives  and  convictions 
as  those  which  induce  that  honourable  gentle- 
man to  support  it.  I  favour  the  removing  of 
the  general  disabilities  under  which  women 
labour,  and  am  prepared  to  go  as  far  as  most 
men  in  opening  the  avenues  of  life  to  them. 
I  have  already  given  practical  demonstration 
of  my  belief  that  Women  should  occupy  posi- 
tions in  our  Oivil  Service.  It  is  because  I  be- 
lieve that  the  time  is  not  ripe  for  women  to  sit 
in  Parliament  that  I  am  of  opinion  it  would  do 
no  good,  but  rather  harm,  and  because  I  be- 
lieve the  women  do  not  want  it.  While  I  have 
ever  been  a  strong  supporter  of  the  women's 
franchise,  and  the  lifting  of  women  on  to  an 
equal  scale  in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life  with 
men,  I  regret  to  say  I  cannot  see  my  way  to 
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support  the  adyanoed  political  reform  con- 
tamed  in  this  Bill.  u.j2 

Mr.  TANNEB  (Avon).— I  will  not  detain  the 
honourable  member  more  than  a  moment,  be- 
oauoe  it  is  not  my  intention  to  make  a  speech, 
as  I  have  gone  into  the  question  in  previous 
sessions.  Whatever  may  oe  said  by  any  one 
to-night  on  this  subject  has  been  said  fifty 
times  previously,  and  any  new  speech  is  not 
new  with  respect  to  the  material,  it  is  only  a 
new  speech  in  so  far  as  it  is  a  rearrangement 
of  words  and  phrases  in  repeating  the  same 
sentiments.  I  have  only  risen  to  add  one  tiny 
fragment  of  evidence  to  the  evidence  brought 
forward  in  support  of  the  measure  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  introduced  it. 
It  is  this,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  have  some 
little  influence,  at  least,  on  this  side  of  the 
House :  Two  years  ago  the  Government  of  the 
day  laid  before  this  House  a  Bill  proposing 
a  certain  principle,  which  was  embodied  in 
what  was  called  the  Constitution  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,  1896.  That  Constitution  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  never  seriously  discussed  by  the 
House ;  it  found  its  way  among  the  lost  Bills 
at  the  end  of  the  session.  The  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  these  lost  Bills  is  sometimes 
very  useful,  and  I  have  a  copy  of  this  one 
here  before  me,  which  proposed  the  recon- 
stitution  of  the  Upper  House.  It  was  pro- 
posed as  a  Qovernment  measure,  and  it  has  at 
the  head  of  it  the  name  of  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Premier  (Mr.  Seddon).  Clause  7  reads,  "  Wo- 
men shall  be  eligible  for  appointment  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council."  Sir,  the 
Gk>vemment  have  given  themselves  away  on 
this  question  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  was  intended  to  be  a 
preparatory  stage. 

Mr.  TANNEB.— It  may  have  been  a  pro- 
posed training-ground;  any  plausible  excuse 
may  be  urged.  I  am  not  saying  there  may  not 
be  some  validity  in  the  excuse  now  given,  but 
what  I  stated  a  moment  ago  I  repeat  —  :he 
Government  have  shown  their  hand;  and 
tiiere  is  not  the  least  doubt  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  brought  the  Bill  to  its  second  read- 
ing two  years  ago,  they  would  have  looked  for 
support  from  honourable  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House ;  they  would  have  expected 
that  support,  and  in  all  probability  they  would 
have  received  it.  In  any  case,  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  reintroduced  the  Bill  will 
receive  my  support  to-night  on  the  second  read- 
ing as  rsMily  as  it  was  given  four  years  ago. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  shall  not  de- 
tain the  House  on  this  Bill.  It  seems  to  me 
one  can  easily  subscribe  to  the  Bill  itself  with- 
out subscribing  to  the  opinions  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  it.  I  do  not 
agree  for  an  instant  that  women  are  capable  of 
engaging  in  all  the  emplovments  that  men  are, 
^uite  apart  from  impossible  and  absurd  posi- 
tions in  the  army  and  navy,  and  so  forth.  It 
seems  to  me  that  temperamental  and  physio- 
logical differences  are  so  radical,  so  organic, 
that  it  is  a  perfectly  vain  contention.  I  agree 
with  all  the  honourable  gentleman  has  said  as  to 
the  heroism  of  women,  so  long  as  he  confines 
Mr.  Ward 


himself  to  what  for  want  of  a  better  phrase  we 
may  call  moral  heroism.  But  the  question  is 
not  one  of  the  capacity  for  self-sacrifice,  self- 
denial,  self- repression,  and  so  forth,  which  is. 
rightly  imputed  to  women.  These  are  noble 
qualities,  but  they  are  not  such  as  would  be 
called  into  requisition  in  filling  a  position  in 
this  House  for  instance.  Now,  there  are  other 
forms  of  heroism  that  it  is  no  discredit  to 
women  that  they  do  not  possess  to  any  extent. 
The  experience  of  others  may  be  different  from- 
mine,  but  I  have  never  in  the  oourse  of  my  life 
known  a  woman  who  did  not  jump  upon  a 
table  or  a  chair  when  a  mouse  appeared  upon 
the  scene.  Honourable  members  may  laugh, 
but  it  is  true.  I  never  could  understand  it.  A 
mouse  is  a  perfectly  harmless  and  rather  en- 
gaging little  animal,  and  that  fact,  trifling  as  it 
is,  seems  to  indicate  the  essential  difference 
between  men  and  women. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— What  about  rats  ? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— The  rats  are 
all  on  that  side  of  the  House,  Sir.  Although  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  doctrines  laid  down  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  not  a  solitary  argument  to  be  used 
against  the  Bill  itself,  which  only  proposes  to 
make  women  eligible  for  such  employments 
as  men  now  engage  in.  For  instance,  they 
would  be  eligible  for  election  to  this  House. 
I  cannot  enact  that  they  are  to  be  elected ; 
but  I  do  not  see  why  the  people  of  the  colony, 
who  are  free  agents,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
elect  women  to  this  House  if  they  choose  to  do 
so.  As  far  as  other  employments  are  concerned, 
women  are  now  eligible  for  election  to  Educa- 
tion Boards,  Borough  Councils — as  we  know 
from  past  experience — Charitable  Aid  Boards, 
and  so  forth.  As  a  rule,  they  are  not  elected  to 
such  positions.  That  is  because  the  persons 
who  have  the  privilege  of  electing  them  do  not 
choose  at  the  present  stage  of  our  existence 
to  place  them  there ;  but  why  they  should  be 
debarred  from  electing  them  to  any  position 
they  soberly  desire  to  see  them  in  is  quite 
another  question.  I  presume  that  this  Bill  is 
really  meant  to  make  women  eligible  for  seats 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOB. — It  covers  the  whole  ground. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — I  have  no 
doubt  that  most  people  who  are  in  favour  of  it 
have  that  privilege  in  view.  Now,  there  is 
really  no  reason  why  that  battle  should  be 
fought  now ;  it  was  really  fought  some  years 
ago  when  women  were  enfranchised.  That  was- 
the  crucial  period.  I  was  a  strong  and  con- 
sistent opponent  of  the  women's  franchise,  and 
although  I  have  been  largely  converted  by  the 
recent  election,  nevertheless  I  hold  the  opinion 
still  that  to  engage  as  we  do  here  in  this 
House,  and  in  various  other  employments 
usually  considered  the  department  of  man,  is 
not  the  proper  sphere  for  woman,  which  is  a 
very  much  nigher  and  nobler  one.  But  the 
battle  was  then  fought,  and  I  pointed  out  when 
I  objected  to  the  enfranchisement  of  women 
that  there  was  only  one  logicaj  outcome  of 
it  —  namely,  that,  after  being  enfranchised* 
they  should  themselves  be  eligible  for  seats  in. 
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this  House.  From  9jaj  logical  atandpoini  the 
question  does  not  admit  of  conflict  against  it» 
as  the  logical  outcome  of  what  we  did  then. 
As  for  the  argument  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Awarua,  that  the  women  do  not  want 
it»  it  it  not  for  him  to  say  whether  they  do 
or  not.  The  same  argument  was  used  against 
the  enfranchisement  of  women,  and  yet  they 
have  been  enfranchised.  It  is  only  for  us  to 
make  them  eligible,  and  to  leave  the  electors 
of  the  country  to  say  whether  they  ought  to 
be  elected  to  the  position  we  now  occupy.  I 
think  we  can  safely  leave  the  decision  in  their 
hands. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  con- 
gratulate the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Gity. (Mr.  Mackenzie),  and  also  the  honourable 
member  for  Ohristcnuroh  City  (Mr.  Taylor),  on 
the  exceedingly  manly  way  in  which  they  have 
endeavoured  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  woman. 
I  do  not  know  whether  thev  have  always  been 
consistent  with  regard  to  this  question,  but  I 
may  say,  speaking  for  myself,  that  I  have 
always  maintained  that  women  had  a  perfect 
right  to  exercise  the  franchise,  and  that  they 
should  enjoy  the  same  full  political  liberty  in 
that  respect  as  the  male  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion. But,  Sir,  I  do  not  think,  after  his  speech 
to-night  on  this  question,  that  the  women  will 
thank  the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch 
Gity  upon  the  way  in  which  he  endeavoured — 
so  it  appeared  to  me — to  depreciate  the  men, 
to  elevate  the  women  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
men,  and  at  their  expense.  .  Surely,  Sir,  if  the 
women  are  equal  to  the  men  there  is  no  need 
for  placing  them  in  this  position.  I  am  satisfied 
that  no  true  woman  in  New  Zealand  would 
wish  to  rise  to  a  position  of  eminence  at  the 
expense  of  her  husband,  or  on  her  husband's 
shoulders;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is 
no  true  statesman,  and  no  true  politician  of 
the  male  sex  in  New  Zealand,  who  would 
care  to  be  elevated  at  the  expense  of  the 
women.  Sir,  some  members  of  this  House 
have,  I  think,  tried  that  rash  experiment.  They 
have  tried  to  pass  through  this  House  Bills  to 
extend  women's  rights  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Gbristchurch  Gity  is  doing  this  evening, 
and  we  all  know  the  mournful  consequences. 
There  were  two  members  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment who  tried  to  do  that.  One  of  them 
aspired  to  be  Golonial  Treasurer,  and  all  but 
propelled  himself  into  the  Treasury  benches, 
and  his  hopes  were  summarily  extinguished 
ehiefly  because  he  endeavoured  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  of  this  kind.  Then  there  was  another 
member — one  of  the  most  voluble  men  in  this 
House — a  man  who  was  progressive  in  the 
extreme,  one  of  the  greatest  democrats  in  the 
country.  He  brought  in  a  proposal — I  believe 
it  was  the  same  Bill  as  the  one  we  are  con- 
sidering now.  What  did  the  women  do  to 
Uiese  reformers  at  the  last  general  election  ?  I 
refer  to  I>r.  Newman  and  Mr.  Biccarton  Bus- 
sell.  What  did  the  women  do  for  these  dis- 
tinguished ohanipions  ?  Why,  Sir,  they  extin- 
guished them.  'Diey  killed  them  off.  Now,  the 
honourable  member  said  the  women  were  fitted 
for  every  occupation  a  man  is  fitted  for.    I  take 


leave  to  join  issue  with  him  there,  and  I  thin 
the  ladies  of  the  colony  will  join  issue  with  him 
also.  Would  it  look  well  to  see  a  lady  dressed 
in  male  military  clothes,  with  a  rifle  on  her 
shoulder  and  marching  up  and  down  in  front 
of  the  Governor's  residence  ?  How  would  they 
look  there  ?  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  well  to 
have  our  vessels  manned  by  women.  One 
would  not  care  to  see  women  working  in  our 
mines,  or  working  as  navvies  in  our  tunnels 
or  on  co-operative  works,  or  breaking  stones  in 
the  streets.  Neither  would  it  look  well  to  see 
women  on  our  racecourses  as  jockeys.  No^ 
Sir,  the  true  women  of  New  Zealand  do  not 
want  yet  to  be  unsexed.  They  have  valuable 
political  rights;  they  are  now  serving  their 
political  apprenticeship,  and  when  the  time 
comes  that  they  ought  to  occupy  a  posi- 
tion in  this  House  I  have  no  doubt  the 
men  of  New  Zealand  will  have  sufficient  gal- 
lantry to  let  them  assume  their  proper  position. 
In  the  meantime,  I  a^ree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua.  Notwithstanding  anyw 
thing  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
has  said,  I  contend  that  they  have  not  demanded 
this  innovation.  Before  the  women  received  the 
franchise  at  the  hands  of  this  House  did  we  not 
have  the  largest  petitions  ever  presented  to 
Parliament,  or  ever  signed  in  this  country,  sent 
to  us  ?  But  have  we  had  any  petition  of  that  kind 
in  favour  of  what  is  proposed  in  this  Bill— in 
favour  of  their  being  given  a  seat  in  this  House — 
because  that  is  the  principle  of  this  Bill  ?  I  say 
we  have  not.  Why  put  the  cart  before  the  horse  f 
If  the  honourable  member  wishes  to  get  the 
Bill  passed  into  law,  the  best  thing  he  can  do  ia 
to  help  us  to  pass  the  Referendum  and  refer 
the  question  to  the  men  and  women  of  tha 
country.  If  the  women  give  a  solid  vote — I 
believe  they  are  in  the  majority  in  the  electo- 
rates— no  doubt  the  proposition  will  be  carried ; 
but,  in  the  meantime,  I  do  not  think  they 
want  this  privilege.  I  have  come  in  contact 
with  a  good  many  sensible  women  both  in  my 
own  electorate  and  elsewhere,  and  I  have  not 
heard  them  say  that  they  wanted  the  larger 
privilege  of  a  seat  in  this  House.  That  is  the 
almost  uniform  opinion  I  have  heard  from 
women  whose  opinions  I  greatly  respect.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  have  had  letters  from  tha 
secretaries  of  women's  societies  asking  me  to 
support  a  measure  of  this  kind,  but  I  seriously 
doubt  whether  they  possess  the  authority  of 
the  women  of  the  colony.  Up  to  the  present 
the  women  of  New  Zealand,  I  believe,  have  not 
generally  demandisd  seats  in  the  Legislature. 
Now,  Sir,  I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  that  women  are  fit  to  occupy  a  great 
many  of  these  positions,  both  social  and  poli> 
tical.  They  make  very  good  representatives  on 
School  Boards,  Charitable  Aid  Boards,  and 
Hospital  Boards.  In  such  positions,  I  believe,, 
their  services  are  eminently  useful  and  I  do 
not  deny  for  a  moment  that  in  many  profes- 
sional capacities  women  are  quite  as  useful  as 
men.  In  the  realms  of  fiction  particularly  they 
have  proved  themselves  very  capable.  I  was  very 
glad  to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  refer  to 
George  Eliot.   In  the  realms  of  fiction  they  excel 
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Mr.  TAKNEB.— Not  in  miBtepzesentation. 

Mr.  HOGG.— I  think  they  oould  hold  their 
own  with  some  members  of  this  House  even  in 
that  respect,  but  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  the 
women  excel  in  that  particular  capacity.  I 
am  not  endeavouring  to  insinuate  that  women 
are  more  than  equal  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Avon.  I  maintain  that  there  is  no  need  for 
drawing  these  invidious  distinctions,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  in  the  meantime  women  are  quite 
content  to  be  represented  as  thev  are  in  the 
Parliament  of  the  country.  I  do  not  know 
how  the  honourable  member  would  like  to  see 
one  or  two  ladies  on  the  Treasury  benches,  and 
another  on  the  Opposition  benohes,  and  find 
perhaps  the  most  susceptible  members — espe- 
cially the  young  members  of  this  House — fol- 
lowing continually  into  the  same  lobby  some 
political  Joan  of  Arc.  Do  you  think  that  would 
be  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  colony  ? 
We  all  know  how  strong  are  the  attractive 
powers  of  women — how  they  can  drag  men 
after  them ;  and  can  yon  doubt  for  a  moment 
what  would  be  the  consequences  if  you 
wished  to  get  a  Bill  passed,  and  some  en- 
gaging young  lad^  got  up  in  opposition  and 
demanded  a  division,  and  called  upon  her  fol- 
lowers to  escort  her  to  the  lobby  against  that 
Bill  ?  What  would  become  of  the  prohibition 
movement  if  this  Bill  came  into  force,  and  a 
charming  young  lady  took  up  the  cudgels  in 
this  House  on  behalf  of  the  Licensing  Bill,- 
and  dragged  the  members  after  her  ?  I  con- 
graiulate  the  honourable  member  on  looking 
on  the  bright  side  of  things  ;  he  has  never  yet 
had  his  hair  combed  with  a  three-legged  stool. 
Some  day,  if  he  lives  long  enough  and  comes 
across  a  good  masculine  woman  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  stone  who  can  handle  a  moderate-sized 
man,  he  may  live  to  repent  his  temerity.  I  do 
not  think  we  are  yet  ripe  for  this  measure.  We 
have  been  doing  very  well  for  the  last  few 
years,  and  we  might  keep  on  the  present  lines  a 
little  longer.  When  the  women  of  New  Zea- 
land signify  their  wish  to  obtain  a  position  in 
the  House,  then  I  would  say  with  all  my  heart 
let  them  have  it. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB.— This  is  evidently  an 
evening  out  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Masterton.  I  may  say  I  quite  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  who  introduced  this 
Bill  that  the  time  has  come  when  we  should 
xemove  the  disabilities  under  which  women 
labour;  but,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the 
honourable- member  for  Masterton,  I  am  not 
altogether  at  one  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Ohristchurch  Oity  in  the  reasons  he  gave 
for  removing  these  disabilities.  There  is  a 
story  of  an  old  Judge  who,  on  hearing  the 
summing-up  and  decision  of  a  young  inex- 
perienced luminary,  remarked  that  the  young 
man  had  given  a  good  legal  decision,  but  his 
reasons  for  it  were  at  fault.  The  same  applies 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Ohristohurch 
City.  If  we  remove  these  disabilities  it  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  we  shall  have  women  in 
the  Parliament  of  the  colony.  I  say  it  is  a 
political  right  of  woman,  as  it  is  a  logical  oon- 
cequenoe  or  oorollacy  of  the  enfranefaiiement 


of  woman,  that  she  should  be  eligible  for  a  seat  in 
the  Legislature.  If  women  will  take  their  stand 
on  the  political  platform,  if  they  are  nominated 
for  seats  in  the  House,  and  if  the  people  in  the 
exercise  of  their  votes  return  them  to  Parlia- 
ment, then  why  should  they  not  be  eligible  to 
take  seats  as  representatives  of  such  electors? 
It  was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  that  women  are  vety  timid — 
that  they  jump  on  tables  and  chairs  at  the 
sight  of  a  mouse  ;  but  I  have  seen  men  jump 
higher  than  any  table  at  the  sight  of  not  a  recJ 
mouse,  but  a  sham  one.  As  pointed  out  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghnstchurch  Oity, 
the  number  of  women  approximates  to  that  of 
the  male  population,  for  there  are  eighty-nine 
women  to  every  hundred  men  all  over  the 
colony ;  but  in  the  country  constituencies  the 
male  portion  of  the  community  predominates, 
and  in  the  large  centres  the  women  are  in  the 
majority.  Seeing  that  we  have  extended  the 
franchise  to  women,  as  a  natural  sequence  the  . 
time  has  arrived  for  removing  their  disabilities, 
and  rendering  them  eligible  for  seats  not  only 
on  local  bodies,  but  in  the  Legislature  of  the 
country.  It  has  been  pointed  out  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Gnristchurch  01^  (Mr. 
Taylor)  and  the  honourable  member  for  Master- 
ton  that  we  have  had  women  in  the  realms  of 
literature  who  have  distinguished  themselves, 
and  we  have  had  also  women  as  the  greatest 
sovereigns,  not  only  in  England,  but  in  con- 
tinental countries,  who  have  ruled  with  con- 
summate tact  and  distinction,  not  only  in 
times  of  peace,  but  in  troublesome  times.  I 
shall  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — I  do  not  wholly  agree  with  my 
colleague  who  introduced  this  Bill,  but  I  am 
bound  to  say  if  anything  would  make  me  vote 
in  its  favour  it  would  be  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton.  I  hold 
decided  opinions  on  this  question,  and  I  am 
going  to  express  them,  but  I  hope  I  shall  be 
able  to  do  so  without  any  of  the  disrespect  of 
womsku  which  characterized  that  honourable 
member's  speech  from  end  to  end.  The  main, 
or  at  least  the  ultimate,  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
afford  women  opportunities  to  come  into  the 
House,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  support  that ; 
but,  so  far  as  the  other  objects  the  honourable 
member  for  Ohristchurch  Oity  indicated,  I  am, 
to  a  certain  extent,  with  him.  It  would  be 
well  if  women  submitted  themselves  more 
often  for  seats  on  looal  bodies.  I  think  it  is 
time  the  system  of  nominating  members  was 
done  away  with,  and  they  were  elected  directly 
by  popular  vote.  But  I  say,  unless  women  show 
that  tney  are  willing  to  undertake  the  drudgery 
appertaining  to  these  less  responsible  positions, 
and  show  that  they  are  oapaole  of  performing 
it,  it  would  be  premature  for  us  on  this  ground 
alone  to  pass  this  Bill.  We  are  asked  to  look 
at  the  question  from  the  standpoint  of  common- 
sense  and  logic. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAOKENZIE.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — The  senior  member  for  Dun^ 
edin  Oity  says  **  Hear,  hear.'*  The  honourable 
member,  however,  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  fact  that  in  her  dealings  with  him  woman 
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has  been  swayed  entirely  by  sentiment,  and 
most  certainly  not  by  common-sense.  That  is 
the  last  thing  man  or  woman  ever  thinks  of  in 
their  mataal  relations,  and  it  is  well  that  it  has 
been  so.  But  sappoee  women  came  into  the 
House :  To  what  end,  in  whose  interest,  would 
they  come  ?  Would  they  come  for  our  good  ? 
If  up  to  the  present  time  we  have  not  been 
able  to  look  after  ourselves,  and  are  not  able  to 
do  so  in  the  future,  that  is  our  look-out,  and  we 
have  to  take  the  consequences.  It  cannot  be 
said  they  will  oome  in  our  interests.  Are  they 
coming  in  their  own?  I  maintain  that,  al- 
though this  might  be  the  aim  of  the  Bill,  once 
they  come  to  the  House  the  result  would  not  be 
to  their  benefit.  Once  you  admit  women  to 
Parliament  you  establish  that  principle  of 
equality  between  men  and  women  which  was 
the  dominant  note  of  the  honourable  member's 
speech.  I  am  not  going  to  deny  their  equality.  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  woman  is  man's 
superior ;  but  the  day  on  which  we  affirm  that 
men  and  women  are  equal  politically,  with  no 
advantage  on  the  side  of  woman,  will  be  the 
darkest  day  that  ever  dawned  for  woman  in 
this  or  any  other  country.  What  has  been  the 
history  of  the  past  ?  In  the  past  we  have  not 
recognised  woman  as  man's  political  equal, 
and  how  have  we  treated  her  ?  Have  we  taken 
advantage  of  her  position  to  mete  out  to  her 
injustice  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.^ Yes ;  in  divorce  and  all  other 
points. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — I  will  touch  on  o^e  aspect  of 
the  divorce  question  presently.  But  the  fact 
that  woman  has  not  entered  the  Legislature 
has  operated  in  the  direction  fit  compelling  us 
to  extend  to  her  advantages  which  men  do  not 
possess.  In  discussing  this  question  we  are 
brought  into  contact  with  the  relations  of  man 
and  wife — these  are  the  principal  relations 
which  exist  between  man  and  woman;  and 
what  is  the  nature  of  all  marriage-laws,  with 
one  exception?  The  advantage  on  the  side 
cf  the  woman  is  enormous,  and  very  properly 
so.  But  if  she  came  here  as  our  equal,  the 
first  thing  would  be  to  put  her  on  that  equal 
footing  we  hear  so  mucn  about,  which  would 

g  g^  entail  the  removal  of  all  the  advantages 
she  at  present  enjoys.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  do  that ;  but  we  are  now  talking 
about  the  logic  and  the  calm  Common-sense 
which  we  are  invited  to  bring  to  bear  on  the 
question.  Hitherto  we  have  been  swayed  by 
sentiment,  but  if  woman  comes  here  as  our 
equal  we  shall  not  be  swayed  by  sentiment, 
but  by  so-called  logic,  and  cold,  calm,  cal- 
culating common- sense,  which,  I  think,  would 
not  be  desirable  as  far  as  woman  is  concerned. 
Kow,  let  us  take  some  of  the  provisions  of  the 
laws  thaf  my  honourable  friend  tells  us  operate 
harshly  on  women,  as  compared  with  men. 
Let  us  take  the  divorce  laws.  Under  them  the 
husband  is  liable  to  maintain  his  wife  whether 
she  lives  with  him  or  whether  she  does  not, 
but  no  such  responsibility  is  imposed  on  the 
wife.  Of  course,  if  a  woman  leaves  her  hus- 
band, he  may  institute  a  suit  for  the  restitution 
of  conjugal  rights,  and  he  may  even  get  judg- 


ment, as  in  the  famous  Jackson  case,  but  there 
is  no  power  in  the  land  to  enforce  it.  If  such 
a  judgment  is.  entered  up  against  the  man, 
however,  and  if  he  does  not  comply  with  it, 
he  is  subject  to  be  fined,  and  pay  alimony  even 
if  it  entails  the  loss  of  his  property  to  a  large 
extent.  The  Married  Women's  Property  Act 
surely  confers  on  women  advantages  that  no 
man  possesses,  and  that  no  man  asks  for.  A 
husband  is  liable  for  his  wife's  debts,  but  a 
wife  is  not  liable  for  the  debts  of  her  husband. 
A  wife  is  not  even  liable  for  her  own  debts.  I 
had  a  case  of  the  kind  brought  before  me  the 
other  day — and  I  consider  it  is  a  case  of  hard- 
ship—in connection  with  the  Medical  Practi- 
tioners Act.  A  man  settled  all  his  property  on 
his  wife.  The  wife  was  taken  ill,  and  sent  for 
a  doctor  to  attend  to  her.  The  doctor  did  so, 
and  afterwards  sent  in  his  bill.  The  husband 
replied  that  he  had  no  money,  that  all  the  pro- 
perty belonged  to  his  wife,  and  the  doctor  could 
not  recover,  because  he  had  failed,  on  entering 
the  house,  to  obtain  from  the  wife  a  written 
statement  that  she  was  responsible  for  the 
costs.  That  doctor  had  rendered  services 
which  had  probably  saved  the  woman's  life, 
but  he  could  not  get  his  money,  because  of  the 
protection  afforded  the  wife.  Again,  you  will 
often  find  thi^t  in  baukruptcy  cases  a  wife  lent 
her  husband  money  to  keep  him  going  in  busi- 
ness, and  it  has  to  be  repaid ;  but  you  never 
hear  of  a  man  lending  his  wife  money :  it  is  al- 
ways a  gift.  Then,  in  the  case  of  divorce,  a  wife 
may  institute  an  action  against  her  husband. 
It  may  be  a  i>urely  spiteful  action,  based  on 
totally  insufficient  grounds;  but  at  any  rate 
the  husband  has  to  find  provision  for  the 
woman's  costs,  and  to  maintain  her  while  the 
action  is  pending.  Of  coarse,  if  the  man  insti- 
tutes proceedings  against  his  wife,  he  has  to 
find  provision  for  his  wife's  costs  and  mainten- 
ance pending  the  result  of  the  action.  Then 
the  honourable  member  referred  to  an  aspect 
of  the  divorce  laws  which  places  women  on 
a  different  footing  from  men.  Now,  while  I 
have  voted  to  remove  that  inequality,  I  may 
point  out  that  it  is  a  law  that  has  been  in  force 
for  a  long  time,  and  that  it  is  a  reflex  of 
an  unwritten  law  of  society  that  women  were 
largely  instrumental  in  framing.  These  are 
matters  of  law,  but  in  matters  of  ordinary 
practice  vou  will  find  that  when  a  woman 
takes  action  against  a  man,  or  vice  versd^  she 
generally  gets  the  best  of  it.  Did  you  ever 
hear  of  a  man  suing  a  woman  for  breach  of 

E remise  and  getting  damages  ?    On   the  other 
and,  a  woman  gets  damages  from  a  man  time 
after  time. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.~There  have  been  isolated 
cases  of  men  getting  damages. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  am  pleased  to  hear  it,  and 
am  sure  they  were  isolated ;  but  perhaps  my 
honourable  friend  can  tell  me  whether  they  got 
the  money.  There  is  another  case:  Let  a 
woman  libel  a  person,  and  you  may  proceed 
against  her  civilly  and  get  damages,  but  the 
husband  has  to  pay.  We  had  a  case  of  that 
kind  in  Christchurch,  as  my  friend  mav  re- 
member, in  which  a  man  who  was  wholly 
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innocent,  and  who  actually  resented  his  wife's 
action,  was  cast  in  heavy  damages  because  of 
it.  These  are  instances,  then,  in  which  we  have 
extended  to  women  privileges  and  advantages 
which  men  have  not  been  able  to  enjoy,  and 
we  have  done  this  because  women  have  not 
been  able  to  come  here  and  legislate  for  them- 
selves. We  have  always  recognised  that  the 
strength  of  woman  has  lain  in  her  weakness, 
and  so  have  been  actuated  not  by  logic  and  cold 
hard  common- sense  ;  but  if  she  is  to  come  here 
on  a  footing  of  equality  with  men  thi  first  step 
to  take  is  to  place  her  on  a  footing  of  equality 
in  all  respects,  and  then  let  her  fight  for  what 
she  can  get ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  an  unfor- 
tunate day  for  man  and  also  for  woman  when 
that  was  done,  and  I  would  not  be  one  to 
hasten  its  advent. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau).— Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  nas  just  sat  down — the  member 
for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis) — accused 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  of 
making  a  speech  that  was  full  of  disrespect  to 
women,  but  I  think  it  was  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  honourable  member  was  a  little  jocular,  as 
we  all  are  at  times,  but,  so  far  as  disrespect  to 
women  is  concerned,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  intended,  and 
that  cannot  be  said  of  his  remarks  at  all.  He 
is  going  to  vote  against  the  Bill,  but  he  is  going 
to  do  so  not  out  of  any  disrespect,  but  for  the 
protection  of  women,  and  I  think  if  the  women 
of  the  country  have  to  depend  on  champions 
like  the  member  for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr. 
Lewis)  then  they  should  say,  "  Save  me  from 
my  friends."  All  through  the  speech  of  that 
honourable  gentleman  he  has  been  trying  to 
■how  cases  in  which  men  have  actually  suffered 
injury  from  women.  It  was  a  most  illogical 
speech,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  if  the  honour- 
able member  comes  before  the  women  of  the 
colony  and  expresses  those  opinions 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  have  done  it  repeatedly. 

Mr.  MILLS.— I  am  glad  to  hear  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  remark,  and  I  hope  when  he 
does  so  a^ain  he  will  only  get  the  support  from 
them  which  he  deserves.  I  think,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  does  not  alter  his  views  before 
the  next  election,  he  will  notice  a  distinct 
difference  in  the  number  of  votes  polled  for 
him  then  and  the  number  polled  for  him  on 
the  last  occasion.  Sir,  what  has  been  the  effect 
of  women's  franchise  ?  To  my  mind  it  has  been 
a  distinct  gain  to  the  country.  I  have  con- 
sistently voted  for  it.  I  thoroughly  believe  in 
the  women  of  this  country  having  equal  rights, 
so  far  as  voting  and  exercising  their  liberty  of 
franchise  is  concerned,  with  men ;  but  to  my 
mind  there  is  a  great  deal  of  claptrap  talked 
in  this  House  and  outside  it  with  regard  to 
there  being  no  distinction  between  men  and 
women  in  their  modes  of  life,  their  ways  of 
earning  a  livelihood  with  credit  to  themselves, 
and  with  respect  to  the  position  they  occupy. 
Physically  and  socially  we  must  all  admit 
there  is  a  great  distinction  between  the  sexes, 
and  Nature  evidently  intended  them  to  work 
in  different  spheres.  There  can  be  no  two 
opinions  in  regard  to  that  matter.  Now,  I  am 
Mr.  Lewis 


not  aware  that  the  women  of  this  country 
had  passed  any  resolutions  or  sent  in  any 
petitions  asking  the  House  to  grant  the  ex- 
tension of  the  franchise  to  the  extent  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr> 
Taylor)  asks  in  this  BUI.  Still,  I  think  that 
those  occupying  positions  in  this  House  should 
express  very  plainly  whether  in  their  opinion 
it  would  be  advisable  or  desirable  to  go  a  step 
further  than  we  have  already  gone  in  granting 
them  the  franchise,  and  say  that  women  shall 
be  eligible  to  become  representatives  in  this 
House.  I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  in 
the  belief  that  most  men  hold  the  women  of 
this  colony  in  the  very  highest  respect ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  it  does  not  follow,  nor  have  I 
heard  any  sound  reason  why  women  should  b» 
encouraged  to  go  through  the  hurly-burly  and 
excitement  of  elections  or  to  oome  into  thia 
Chamber.  We  must  bear  in  mind  the  strain 
that  would  be  imposed  upon  them  if  they  had 
to  pass  four  or  five  months  of  the  year  in 
this  place.  Why,  Sir,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
strain  which  their  legislative  duties  imposea 
on  the  members  very  often  breaks  down  strong 
men  ?  and  what  would  the  result  be  in  the  case 
of  women?  For  this  and  other  reasons  ta 
which  I  need  not  allude,  I  hope  the  day  is  far 
distant  before  we  shall  pass  a  measure  of  this 
kind.  Then,  again,  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  number  of  women  who  would  present 
themselves  for  election  would  be  oomparativelj 
limited.  Mind,  I  do  not  think  for  one  moment 
that  there  are  not  many  women  who  are 
physically  and  mentally  as  strong  as  some 
men,  but  for  a  variety  of  reasons  which  I  need 
not  specify  there  would  only  be  a  few  women 
who  would  come  forward  and  offer  themselves 
as  candidates.  Therefore,  we  must  have  some 
stronger  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  tfaia 
question  from  the  women  of  this  colony  before 
we  proceed  to  legislate  in  this  direction.  Be- 
sides, there  is  another  grave  consideration.  I 
do  not  think  any  honourable  member  would 
suggest  for  one  moment  that  men  are  equallr 
capable  of  taking  women's  positions  in  regard 
to  the  performance  of  home  duties.  It  is  im- 
possible for  men  to  fulfil  them  as  women  do  even 
if  men  did  their  very  best  to  discharge  those 
duties.  I  think  one  and  all  will  agree  that 
no  person  in  the  world  could  take  a  mother's 
place  in  regard  to  her  own  children,  and  the  in- 
fluence for  good  which  she  continually  exercises 
over  them.  There  is  no  necessity  to  bring  up- 
statistics  to  show  that  women  are  now  nearly 
equal  in  number  to  men,  and  therefore  require 
special  rights  to  themselves.  There  is  one 
direction,  however,  in  which  I  think  the  elec- 
toral rights  ought  to  be  extended.  I  think  all 
married  women  in  the  colony  should  have  the 
electoral  right  extended  to  them,  in  the  same 
way  that  it  is  conferred  upon  commercial  men, 
shearers,  and  others.  I  believe  they  are  many 
times  disfranchised  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  when  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  go  to  the 
polling-booth ;  and  we  ought,  therefore,  to  ex- 
I  tend  the  electoral  rights  to  all  married  womeixr 
I  who  care  to  ask  for  them.   There  are  many- 
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Mses  in  which  women  ihonld  be  allowed  to 
daim  that  privilege,  and  ezeroise  it  or  not  as 
they  think  proper.  I  shall  not  oppoee  the 
leeond  reading  of  the  Bill,  althoagh  I  believe 
the  measnre  is  not  required. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— This  a  aaestion  which  has 
been  treated  with  a  oonsiaerable  amount  of 
jocularity  by  previous  speakers.  Now,  Sir,  it 
18  my  opinion  that  we  have  no  right,  although 
we  are  representatives  of  the  people  and  not 
their  delegates,  to  arrogate  to  ourselves  the 
position  of  saying  whether  the  electors  of  this 
oonntry  shall  have  a  man  or  a  woman  as  their 
representative.  My  opinion  is  that  every  per- 
son whose  name  appears  on  the  electoral  roll 
of  the  colony  has  a  right,  whether  male  or 
female,  to  come  forward  as  a  candidate  for 
parliamentaiy  honours.  For  that  reason  it  is 
my  intention  to  support  the  Bill  introduced  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  City. 
I  do  it  on  the  broad  principle  of  believlDg  in 
the  liberty  of  the  subject — the  liberty  of  the 
people.  With  previous  speakers,  I  do  not  for 
a  moment  believe  that  a  dozen  women  or  two 
dozen  women  are  anxious  or  willing  to  come 
forward  as  parliamentary  representatives ;  but, 
Sir,  I  hold  that  it  is  the  privilege  of  every  per- 
son whose  name  appears  on  the  electoral  roll 
of  the  colony  to  come  forward  as  a  parlia- 
mentary candidate  if  they  like,  and  it  is  lor  the 
constituency  to  say  whether  they  will  have'  a 
man  representative  or  a  woman  representative. 
But,  Sir,  it  is  my  intention,  from  a  broad 
principle,  to  give  my  support  to  the  measure 
which  is  now  before  the  House.  Now,  Sir,  it  is 
a  question  as  to  whether  we  as  men  should 
dictate  that  which  we  believe  to  be  best  in  the 
interests  of  women.  No,  Sir;  it  strikes  me, 
from  a  verse  of  poetrv  which  a  friend  of  mine 
once  composed,  that  the  difierenoes  between  the 
ideas  of  men  and  the  ideas  of  women  as  to  that 
which  is  best  for  women  are  very  wide  indeed. 
We  have  no  right  to  arrogate  to  ourselves  the 
position  of  saying  and  dictating  as  to  what  is 
best  for  women.  My  friend's  poetry  ran  thus : — 

*'  Wbere  shall  we  spend  our  honeymoon  ?  " 

Thas  Cupid  epake  to  Peyche: 
**  The  nicest  place  I  know,  my  loye," 

Said  she,  "is  Basgitaeke." 

Sir,  there  is  no  place  in  the  world  more  un- 
suitable for  the  purpose  of  nuptial  bliss  than 
Bangitaeke.  Therefore  we  ought  not  to  dic- 
tate. Woman  has  a  perfect  right,  while  her 
name  appears  on  the  roll  as  a  citizen  of  this 
colony,  to  offer  herself  as  a  candidate  for  a  seat 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  I  intend 
to  support  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  CABSON.— Sir,  I  have  very  great  plea- 
gure  in  supporting  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  I  remember  I  was  asked  about  it  at  the 
elections,  and  I  said  I  thought  a  woman  ought 
to  have  the  right,  if  she  wished,  to  offer  herself 
for  election  to  Parliament,  and  that  I  ought  to 
have  the  right  to  vote  against  her,  and  that 
probably  I  would.  The  question  we  have  to  con- 
sider is  not  the  appointment  of  women  to  seats 
in  Parliament,  but  rather  the  right  of  women  to 
offer  themselves  for  election  if  they  so  wish,  and 
the  right  of  the  men  and  women  of  this  colony 


to  vote  for  a  woman  if  they  so  wish.  The 
present  position  is  that  we  have  a  prohibitory 
law  in  force  by  which  the  women  of  this  colony 
—aye,  and  the  men  of  this  colony  also — are 
absolutely  prohibited  from  voting  for  a  wo- 
man, however  distinguished,  however  able  and 
capable  she  may  be.  Now,  why  should  there 
be  a  limitation  in  the  choice  of  representativea 
to  this  House?  We  have  heard  to-night,  par- 
ticularly from  the  honourable  member  for 
Awarua,  that  women  are  capable  of  being,  or 
should  be  allowed  to  be,  elected  to  any  position 
in  the  colony  short  of  this  House — he  mstanced 
Charitable  Aid  Boards,  Borough  Councils,  and 
other  bodies  to  which  they  should  be  allowed 
to  be  elected.  Sir,  I  wonder  what  particular 
sanctity  there  is  about  this  Chamber  that 
women  who  are  able  to  take  their  place 
in  all  other  bodies  should  be  excluded  from 
this.  I  do  not  understand  the  logic  of  it  at 
all.  The  honourable  member  referred  to  the 
fact  that  women  when  they  offered  themselves 
for  local  bodies  were  rarely  elected.  The  reason 
is  this:  that  the  electors  do  not  know  the 
women,  and  have  had  no  opportunity  of  judging 
of  their  capacity  or  fitness.  So  far  as  we  our- 
selves are  concerned  in  this  Chamber,  we  have 
most  of  us  graduated  through  long  years  in 
local  bodies.  The  electors  in  the  various  local- 
ities had  to  become  acauainted  with  us,  and  to 
form  their  opinions  of  us  in  our  positions  as 
members  of  the  local  bodies,  before  they  elected 
us  to  this  Chamber.  Now,  in  years  to  come, 
if  women  show  capacity  in  the  smaller  local 
bodies  in  which  they  may  find  seats,  then  the 
time  will  come  when  they  will  be  elected  to 
this  body.  However,  the  point  is  not  that  any 
particular  women  should  be  sent  here,  but  that 
if  a  woman  should  be  found  who  has  a  capacity 
beyond  other  people  in  this  Chamber,  or  equu 
to  the  majonty  of  the  people  here,  she  should 
be  capable  of  being  elected  if  the  people  want 
her.  Now,  Sir,  I  was  surprised  at  the  argu- 
ments put  forward  by  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis) 
about  the  advantages  that  women  have  under 
the  laws  that  have  been  framed  l^  men 
out  of  consideration  for  women.  He  told 
us  that  a  man  may  take  an  action  against 
a  woman,  but  that  he  cannot  recover  any 
money  from  her.  And  why?  Because  the 
woman  does  not  hold  the  purse.  Now,  my 
opinion  is  this:  that  when  a  man  and  his 
wife,  working  together  in  harness  for  a  number 
of  years — the  man  working  outside  and  the 
woman  controlling  the  home,  doing  her 
duty  there  and  bringing  up  the  family — the 
woman  has  a  right  to  an  equal  share  in  the 
earnings  of  that  man.  But,  because  he  has 
possesion  of  the  purse,  and  controls  it,  she 
cannot  command  a  shilling  of  his  earnings.  I 
do  not  think  that  is  studying  the  rights  of 
women.  Sir,  I  hold  we  ought  to  pass  this  Bill, 
and  then  leave  it  to  the  electors — to  the  people 
who  sent  us  here— to  freely  exercise  their 
choice,  and  against  us  and  in  favour  of  a 
woman  if  they  so  please.  We  have  made  the 
law  and  made  it  in  our  own  favour,  and  we 
have  taken  very  great  care  to  prevent  a  woman. 
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however  difltingoished  she  may  be,  from  offer- 
ing herself  to  the  electors  as  a  candidate  for 
this  House.  That  is  not  "  a  fair  field  and  no 
iayoor,"  and  therefore  I  shall  have  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  this  Bill. 

Mr.  WILSOK  (WelUngton  Suburbs).— I  think 
Sir,  on  an  occasion  like  this,  when  there  are 
two  or  three  other  important  Bills  before  us, 
brevity  should  be  studied;  and  I  myself  will 
study  brevity.  I  have  heard  the  speech  just 
delivered  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wa- 
Dganui,  and  he  said  all  I  wish  to  say,  and  a 
little  more.  In  fact,  I  only  wish  now  to  state 
that  I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting 
this  Bill.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  justice  ; 
that  is  all.  If  we  are  going  to  exclude  women 
from  the  right  to  enter  this  Chamber,  after  we 
have  given  them  the  power  to  elect  represen- 
tatives to  it,  it  seems  to  me  we  are  taking  up  a 
most  illogical,  and,  more  than  that,  a  most 
unjust  stand.  I  think  women  ought  to  have 
the  right — I  do  not  think  many  women  will 
exercise  that  right — to  ofier  themselves  for  elec- 
tion ;  and  it  will  be  a  matter  then  for  the  elec- 
tors of  the  colony  to  decide.  We  have  no  right 
to  come  here  and  make  laws  for  the  exclusion 
of  the  other  sex,  when  both  sexes  are  equal  in 
the  eyes  of  the  law. 

Major  STEWARD.— The  question  of  our  in- 
dividual opinions  as  to  the  expediency  of  ladies 
taking  their  seats  in  this  House  is  one  thing, 
but  the  question  of  our  right  to  absolutely 
exclude  from  the  possibility  of  being  elected 
as  members  of  this  Legislature  one-half  of  the 
•electors  of  the  colony  is  another  thing  alto- 
gether. And,  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  once 
we  have  conceded  the  principle  that  women 
equally  with  men  may  be  electors  of  the  colony 
we  have  necessarily  logically  conceded  the 
point  that  they  should  be  eligible  to  be  elected 
to  this  Chamber  if  the  people  so  think  fit.  I 
have  always  been  a  Liberal,  Sir,  and  I  can- 
not conceive  how  any  honourable  gentleman 
holding  liberal  views  can  vote  against  the 
measure  that  is  before  us  to-night.  For 
the  fundamental  doctrine  of  Liberalism  is  that 
we  should  trust  the  people.  All  our  powers  as 
representatives  are  derived  from  the  people, 
and  we  should  in  no  way  attempt  to  encroach 
upon  the  rights  or  privileges  of  the  people; 
and,  if  the  people  have  the  right  and  privilege 
•of  choosing  as  between  male  candidates,  why 
should  we  refuse  them  the  privilege  of  exerois- 
ing  by  their  votes  the  same  right  in  respect  to 
female  candidates  ?  It  is  for  the  people,  and  the 
people  only,  to  say  who  shall  represent  them 
here.  That,  I  conceive,  is  the  true  Liberal 
doctrine,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  certainly 
follow  my  honourable  friend  into  the  lobby 
should  he  call  for  a  division  on  this  BilL 

Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thames).— Sir,  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  in  this  debate.  I  must  compliment 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
on  the  manner  in  which  he  introduced  this 
Bill.  He  deserves  every  credit,  and  I  think  be 
has  used  all  the  arguments  that  can  be  used  in 
its  favour,  and  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
•oondusion  he  arrived  at  is  a  logical  one.  But 
I  wish  this  House  to  consider  this  point: 
Mr.  Canon 


Human  }ife  is  not  logic,  and  the  laws  we  pass 
should  be  considered  in  relation  to  life,  to  the 
surroundings  and  effect  they  would  have  upon 
our  social  life.  While  I  admit,  and  I  not  only 
admit,  but  I  am  prepared  to  go  further  than 
some  honourable  members  who  have  spoken  on 
this  Bill  with  reference  to  the  qualities  that 
women  possess,  I  maintain  in  the  qualities 
of  the  heart  they  are  infinitely  and  far 
away  beyond  men;  but  at  the  same  time, 
while  they  possess  these  qualities,  and  ha^e 
education,  endurance,  morality,  and  so  on, 
still,  we  must  look  at  the  position  such  legis- 
lation would  land  us  in ;  and  if  we  take  up 
the  position  of  putting  women  on  an  equality 
with  men,  then  m  the  course  of  time  it  most 
necessarily  follow  that  man,  as  one  of  the 
parties,  will  assert  his  power.    In  case  of  war, 

g  Q  for  instance,  women  would  be  in  the 
position  of  being  called  out  as  soldiers. 
I  am  not  speaking  now  of  the  instances  in 
which  they  might  volunteer,  but  they  would 
actuallv  be  in  the  nosition  of  being  called  out, 
while  the  men,  perhaps,  were  left  on  one  side. 
Now,  I  think  that  is  not  a  right  position,  and  I 
do  maintain  that  while  we  should  be  anxious 
to  see  the  life  of  the  individual  and  the  life  of 
the  conmiunity  improved,  we  are  not  taking 
the  right  way  to  improve  that  life  if  we  bring 
the  women  of  the  colony  into  many  of  the 
positions  that  are  now  occupied  by  men.  I  am 
not  speaking  at  all  of  the  logioal  position.  To 
be  quite  logical  we  should  assume  that  there 
are  many  positions  in  life  occupied  by  men 
which  would  be  equally  well  filled  by  women. 
I  maintain  that  the  life  of  mankind  is  not  a 
question  of  logic,  but  by  the  love  of  the  woman 
and  the  man,  and  of  the  completeness  of  life 
in  both.  Sir,  these  things  are  of  more  import- 
ance than  the  mere  logic  of  the  matter.  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  any  advantage,  or  that 
it  would  in  any  way  grace  even  our  institutions 
and  our  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  so  on,  to 
introduce  women  into  the  arena  in  these  direc- 
tions. In  some  instances  woman  has  made  a 
figure  in  our  local  bodies,  and  I  see  nothing  to 
object  to  in  that,  but  at  the  same  time  I  main- 
tain, if  we  are  going  to  legislate  in  this  direo- 
tion,  looking  at  it  as  severe  logic  and  not  to  the 
surroundings  of  the  question,  we  shall  be  doing 
an  injury  to  the  life  of  the  community,  and  an 
injury  to  woman  herself,  by  her  introduction 
into  the  arena  of  public  life. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (QeraJdine).— Sir,  I  am  not 
going  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this  importsnt 
Bill,  and  I  have  very  much  pleasure  m  con- 
gratulating the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  upon  having  intro- 
duced  it.  I  tnink,  Sir,  some  of  the  arguments 
which  have  been  adduced  here  to-night  have 
been  very  illogical.  Surely,  if  the  women  of 
New  Zealand  have  proved  themselves  suitable 
to  become  members  of  various  local  bodies,  it 
is  only  logical  to  assume  they  should  also  be 
eligible  to  become  members  of  this  House,  if 
the  electors  choose  to  place  them  in  that  posi- 
tion. I  think.  Sir,  we  may  say  that  when  we 
unite  in  wedlock  it  improves  our  position  in 
society,  and  I  think  the  more  we  can  mix  up 
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with  the  ladies  the  better  it  is  for  us.  We 
cftnnot  expect  a  true  exposition  of  the  faots 
on  this  sabjeot  from  the  bachelors  of  this 
Honse,  because  we  know  that  they  have  not 
khe  standing  in  society  that  the  married  men 
have.  Therefore  we  do  not  look  upon  them 
as  exponents  of  the  truth  in  this  case.  Then, 
Sir,  it  has  been  put  forth  by  some  that 
the  women  are  not  physically  strong  enough 
to  do  the  work  of  the  House.  I  maintain 
that  in  many  oases  the  women  are  not  only 
physically  strong,  but  that  some  women  are 
mentally  stronger  than  many  men  who  aspire 
to  become  members  of  this  House.  I  know 
for  a  positive  fact  of  a  gentleman  who  con- 
tested an  electorate,  of  whdtaa  his  good  lady 
said  she  did  hope  he  would  be  returned ;  and 
on  some  one  asking  her  **  Why  ?  "  she  replied, 
"Because  he  is  such  a  nuisance  at  home.*' 
That  was  one  good  reason  why  she  wanted  the 
people  of  the  electorate  to  vote  for  him— 
because  he  was  such  a  nuisance  at  home. 
Are  we  to  expect  worse  results  from  the  women 
than  that  ?  Now,  I  think.  Sir,  by  this  Bill, 
we  are  not  going  to  drive  the  women  into 
Parliament.  They  will  have  to  fight  elec- 
tions in  the  same  manner  as  we  have  done, 
and  I  do  not  think  there  are  many  ladies  who 
would  care*  to  fight  an  election.  But  it 
seems  to  me  the  disability  should  be  re- 
moved from  women,  and  they  should  be  as 
free  as  we  are.  Now,  Sir,  some  honourable 
gentleman  has  said  here  to-night  that  in 
the  case  of  a  libel  suit  against  a  woman  the 
woman  never  pays  if  the  case  goes  against 
her,  and  that  it  is  her  husband  who  pays  the 
damages;  but  I  contend  that  if  an  old  maiden 
lady  libelled  me  I  would  very  likely  make  her 
prove  what  she  said,  and  I  think  she  would 
have  to  pay  the  costs  then.  It  is  all  nonsense 
for  honourable  members  to  talk  like  that. 
Then,  we  will  take  another  case  in  point.  There 
are  a  number  of  debating  societies  which  are 
now  very  popular  all  over  New  Zealand,  and 
we  find  both  sexes  mixed  up  in  them,  and  very 
often  the  women  get  the  best  of  the  argu- 
ment. Sir,  some  people  would  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  you  could  not  keep  the  women's 
tongues  still  if  they  got  into  Parliament.  But, 
Sir,  if  a  woman  was  elected  to  this  House  she 
certainly  would  have  to  obey  the  Standins 
Orders  just  the  same  as  we  do.  We  would  find 
that  the  Standing  Orders  would  be  as  reli- 
giously obeyed  by  the  women  of  New  Zealand 
as  by  the  men.  I  know  there  is  other  im- 
portant business  to  come  before  the  House 
to-night,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  make  a  long 
speech  on  this  matter,  because  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  right  now  extended  to  the  men 
of  this  colony  should  also  be  extended  to  the 
Women. 

Mr.  McGUIBE.— I  should  just  like  to  say  a 
few  words  before  this  Bill  passes  its  second 
reading.  In  the  first  place,  I  may  say  that  I 
am  thoroughly  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  I  have 
always  voted  in  favour  of  a  similar  measure 
which  had  for  its  object  the  removal  of  the 
disabilities  which  women  at  present  are  sub- 
ject to,  and  to  place  them  in  a  similar  position 


to  their  husband,  brother,  or  father.  The 
ladies  of  this  country  have  the  right  at  present 
to  exercise  their  vote  in  electing  membdta  to 
this  House,  and,  that  being  so,  they  should  also- 
have  the  right  of  offering  themselves  to  the 
electors  as  candidates  for  election  to  this  House. 
And,  Sir,  I  am  really  very  much  astonished 
and  surprised  to  think  that  honourable  mem- 
bers who  call  themselves  Liberals,  and  who  are 
very  glad  to  get  the  ladies  to  assist  them  in 
their  contests,  should  continue  to  refuse  them 
the  opportunity  of  offering  themselves  aa 
oandidates.  I  consider  such  conduct  exceed- 
ingly selfish.  I  trust  honourable  members  will 
rise  to  the  occasion  and  vot^or  the  Bill  before 
the  House.  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  this  measure,  as 
I  always  have  been  on  previous  occasions. 
But,  Sir,  I  recognise  that  there  are  several  Bills 
to  be  gone  through  to-night,  and  in  the  interest 
of  other  members  who  have  Bills  to  bring 
forward  I  shall  say  nothing  further  on  this 
subject.  I,  however,  must  congratulate  th» 
honourable  member  who  introduced  this  Bill, 
and  I  shall  have  very  great  pleasure  in  voting 
for  it,  and  in  doing  all  in  my  power  to  have  it 
placed  9n  the  statute-book. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  shall  not  occupy  the  time 
of  the  House  more  than  two  or  three  minutes. 
The  honourable  member  for  Masterton  made  u» 
a  very  Rood-natured  but  senseless  speech.  I 
submit  that  his  remarks  did  not  indicate  thai 
he  has  studied  the  question  of  citizenship  very 
closely.  The  arguments  that  have  been  ad- 
vanced by  various  speakers  are  unanswerable 
when  they  contend  that  the  conferring  of  the 
parliamentary  franchise  necessitates  the  admis- 
sion of  this  further  right.  The  very  excellent 
speech  of  my  colleague,  Mr.  Lewis,  calls  for 
notice,  but  if  it  is  carefully  analysed  we  shall 
find  that  all  the  reasons  which  he  adduced  for 
not  voting  for  the  measure  should  really  be 
reasons  for  voting  for  it  because  any  legal 
exception  that  the  women  are  subjected  to 
under  the  law  now,  if  it  be  in  their  favour, 
is  an  exception  that  should  be  removed. 
There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  women  daim  that  they 
should  be  treated  as  though  they  were  child- 
ren, or  as  though  they  were  not  equal  in  all 
respects  with  men.  The  point  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui  is  a  per- 
fectly sound  one.  The  women  would  meet 
many  of  the  monetary  obligations  that  are  now 
discharged  for  them  by  their  husbands  if  their 
economic  rights  were  conceded.  If  justice 
were  done  the  disability  referred  to  by  some 
speakers  would  not  exist.  On  the  point  of  the 
divorce  laws  it  is  very  significant  tnat  for  cen* 
turies  the  divorce  laws  of  the  Empire  have 
always  been  in  the  direction  of  protecting  the 
man  and  leaving  the  women  open  to  disabilities. 
I  should  like  to  point  out,  in  conclusion,  that 
we  have  two  brilliant  examples  in  connection 
with  English  history  that  should  warrant 
us  in  extending  to  women  of  exceptional 
endowments,  whom  the  electors  may  desire 
as  their  representatives,  the  right  to  enter 
this  Assembly.    We  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 
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that  the  very  foundation  of  the  British  Empire 
was  laid  when  a  woman  was  on  the  throne  of 
England.  I  refer  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  And  the 
marvellous  progress  during  the  past  sixty  years 
has  been  registered  whilst  Queen  Victoria  has 
ocoupied  the  throne.  So  that  from  a  consti- 
tutional standpoint  there  can  be  no  objection 
to  it.  I  would  point  out  to  honourable  mem- 
bers that  this  Bill  covers  the  whole  ground  of 
women's  politio'al  disabilities ;  and»  supposing 
they  object  to  the  extension  of  the  franchise 
so  far  as  admission  to  this  chamber  is  con- 
cerned, if  the  Bill  is  read  a  second  time,  and 
allowed  to  go  into  Committee,  the  Committee 
might  amend  the  Sill  and  still  make  it  an  ex- 
ce^ingly  valuable  measure,  because  it  would 
•confer  upon  the  Government  the  power  to  ap- 
point women  as  Visitors  of  asylums  and  Official 
Visitors  of  gaols.  It  would  also  give  power  to 
women  to  act  upon  minor  Boards. 

An  Hon.  Mskbbb.— They  have  that  power 
now. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Pardon  me,  they  have  not 
that  power  now.  There  is  no  power  to  place 
them  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  even. 
This  Bill  would  give  that  power,  and  the  BQl 
might  be  made  to  serve  a  great  many  useful 
purposes,  even  if  after  reaching  Committee  a 
majority  of  the  House  were  not  prepared  to 
concede  the  full  rights  I  seek  to  obtain.  I 
would  therefore  urge  upon  honourable  members 
that  they  should  let  the  Bill  go  into  Committee, 
upon  the  understanding  that  they  exercise  their 
froe  vote  on  the  larger  issue  wnen  it  reaches 
that  stage.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WATER-SUPPLY  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEB. 

Clause  6.— Owner  or  occupier  may  appeal 
against  inclusion  of  his  land  within  any  water- 
race  district  or  subdivision. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  amend  clause  6 
by  omitting  all  the  words  after  "  subdivision," 
in  line  12,  to  the  end  of  the  clause,  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  following  words : 
**  object  to  his  land  being  included  therein  ;  and 
with  respect  to  every  such  objection  the  follow- 
ing provisions  shall  apply  :— 

**  (1.)  The  objection  shall  be  in  writing  under 
the  hand  of  such  owner  or  occupier, 
or  of  his  authorised  agent,  and  shall 
specify  with  reasonable  particularity 
the  grounds  upon  which  it  is  based, 
and  shall,  within  the  aforesaid  period 
of  ten  days,  be  lodged  at  the  principal 
office  of  the  County  Council  or  Water- 
sapply  Board  by  which  such  special 
order  was  made. 
^*  (2.)  Unless  within  the  period  of  fourteen 
days  after  the  objection  is  lodged  as 
aforesaid  the  matters  in  difference 
are  settled  by  agreement  between  the 
objector  and  the  County  Council  or 
Water-supply  Board  for  the  inclusion 
or  exclusion  of  his  land  in  whole  or  in 
part,  they  shall  be  referred  to  arbitra- 
tion UDder  'The  Arbitration  Act, 
Mr.  Taylor 


1890 ' ;  and  in  such  case  the  objec- 
tion shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  sub- 
mission under  that  Act  by  the  ob- 
jector and  the  County  Council  oc 
Water-supply  Board,  and  the  refer- 
ence shall  be  deemed  to  be  to  two 
arbitrators. 
<'  (3.)  The  award  made  under  the  arbitration 
may  amend  the  description  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  water-race  district 
or  subdivision  of  a  district  set  forth 
in  the  special  order,  and  such  special 
order  shall  thenceforth  be  read  as  if 
the  amended  description  had  origi- 
nally been  inserted  therein* 
"  (4.)  If  the  n^atters  in  difference  are  settled 
by  agreement  between  the  parties  as 
aforesaid,  the  County  Council  or 
Water-supply  Board  shall  amend 
the  aforesaid  special  order  in  so  far 
as  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  effect  to  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  words  to  clause  9 : — 

**  Provided  always  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  deemed  to  affect  or  lessen  the 
powers  conferred  upon  any  County  Council  or 
Water-supply  Board  by  the  seventh  section  of 
*  The  Water-supply  Act  Amendment  Act,  1894/ 
or  by  any  other  Act,  with  respect  to  any  river 
or  stream  within  or  bounding  the  district  of 
such  County  Council  or  Water-supply  Board." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  the  following 
addition  to  clause  12 : — 

**Any  person  owning  or  occupying  land, 
whether  within  the  boundaries  of  a  water- 
supply  district  or  not,  which  he  has  reason  to 
believe  will  be  injuriously  affected  by  the  con- 
struction of  any  water-race,  may  apply  to  the 
District  Court,  if  there  shall  be  such  a  Court 
exercising  jurisdiction  in  the  district,  or,  if  not, 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  for  an  injunction  to 
prevent  such  water-race  being  proceeded  with 
unless  adequate  provision  is  made  to  prevent 
such  land  being  flooded,  waterlogged,  or  other- 
wise injuriously  affected ;  and  the  Court  mav 
thereupon  grant  such  injunction  or  make  such 
order  as  shall  best  meet  the  circumstances  of 
the  case." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  Section    six   of   *  The   Water-supply    Act 
Amendment  Act,  1897,*  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  *  and  five  *  in  the  first 
line." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

**  12a.  The  special  loan  which  under  section 
two  of  *  The  Water-supply  Act  Amendment  Act, 
1894,'  may  be  raised  in  order  to  defray  all  pre- 
liminary expenses  or  liabilities  as  therein  men- 
tioned, shall  be  secured  by  a  special  rate  which 
the  County  Council  or  Water-supply  Board 
may  impose  and  levy  on  all  lands  in  the  die- 
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ttiot  or  Bub-distriot  under  the  proYisionB  of 
Mction  thirty-one  of  the  prinoipal  Aot  relating 
to  speoiftl  loans, .  all  whioh  provisions  shall, 
mutaiU  mutandis^  apply : 

"  Provided  that  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers 
of  the  district  or  sub- district  shall  not  be  neces- 
sary in  any  case  where  such  preliminary  ex- 
penses or  liabQities  have  been  incurred  pursuant 
to  a  petition  signed  by  not  less  than  tv^o-thirds 
of  such  ratepayers ;  and  a  certificate  under  the 
eeal  of  the  dounty  Council  or  Water-supply 
Board  that  such  petition  has  been  duly  made 
and  signed  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
lact." 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  the  following  new 
dause : —  , 

**  12b.  The  aforesaid,  section  two  of  *  The 
Water-supply  Act  Amendment  Aot,  1894,'  is 
hereby  amended  by  inserting,  next  after  the 
nordfl  *  in  the  proposal  for  which  such  consent 
was  or  may  be  given,'  the  words  '  or  that  such 
consent  is  not  given  to  such  proposal.' " 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  the  following  new 
clause: — 

"  12c.  (1.)  A  County  Council  or  Water-supply 
Board  may  by  special  order  delegate  to  a  com- 
mittee of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  seven 
ratepayers  the  management  of  any  water-race 
vested  in  ^e  Corporation  of  such  Council  or 
Board,  and  for  that  purpose  may  confer  upon 
such  committee  all  or  any  of  the  powers 
of  management  possessed  by  the  Council  or 
Board. 

"  (2.)  A  notification  in  the  Oaaette^  signed  by 
the  uhairman  of  the  Council  or  Board,  shall 
be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  appointment  of 
such  oommittee,  and  of  the  powers  conferred 
open  it. 

"(8.)  Any  such  special  order  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  varied  or  rescinded  by  special 
order." 

Mr.  8EDD0N  moved,  That  the  clause  be 
amended  to  read  as  follows : — 

"12g.  (1.)  A  County  Council  or  Water- 
eupply  Board  may  by  special  order  appoint 
aot  less  than  five  nor  more  than  seven  rate- 
pavers  who  shall  have  the  management  on 
bebalf  of  the  Council  or  Board  of  any  water- 
zace  vested  in  the  Corporation  of  such  Council 
or  Board,  and  for  that  purpose  may  confer 
upon  such  managing  ratepayers  all  or  any  of 
the  powers  of  management  possessed  by  the 
Council  or  Board. 

"  (2.)  A  notification  in  the  Qa»etU,  signed  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Council  or  Board,  shall 
be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  appointment  of 
such  managing  ratepayers,  and  of  the  powers 
eonferred  upon  them. 

"  (3.)  Any  such  special  order  may,  from  time 
to  time,  be  varied  or  resoinded  by  special 
order: 

'*  Provided  that  no  suoh  special  order  for  the 
management  by  managing  ratepayers  of  any 
water-raoe  as  herein  defined  shall  be  nmde  un- 
less a  requisition  signed  by  a  majority  of  the 
tttepayers  supplied  by  suoh  water-raoe  shall 
have  been  reoeived  by  such  Council  or  Board, 


requesting  that  the  management  be  given  to 
such  managing  ratepayers.*' 
New  clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  the  follovnng  new 
clause : — 

'*  12d.  Subsection  two  of  section  thirteen  of 
the  prinoipal  Act  is  hereby  amended  by  substi- 
tuting   the   word  *  fourteen '  in    lieu    of    the 
word  *  thirty.' " 
New  clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  the  following  new 
clause :— 

*<12e.  The  Council  of  a  borough  shall 
have  all  the  powers,  duties,  and  authorities 
conferred  upon  a  County  Council  by  the 
principal  Act  or  any  amendment  thereof ;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  this  section  the  following 
provisions  shall  apply  :— 

*'  (1.)  All  references  in  the  principal  Aot  or 
any  amendment  thereof  to  a  County 
Council,  or  the  Corporation,  Chair- 
man, or  district  of  a  county,  or  to 
any  of  the  provisions  of '  The  Counties 
Act,  1886,'  shall  be  construed  to  apply 
to  the  Council,  Corporation,  Mayor, 
or  district  of  a  borough,  or  to  the 
corresponding  provisions  of  *The 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1886,' 
as  the  case  may  require. 
*'  (2.)  The  powers  and  authorities  by  this 
section  conferred  upon  the  Council 
of  a  borough  shall  be  exercisable  in 
addition  to  and  irrespective  of  any 
powers  or  authorities  conferred  upon 
such  Council  by  'The  Muniomal 
Corporations  Act,  1886,'  or  any  other 
general,  local,  or  speciaJ  Act. 
**  (8.)  Nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall 
operate  or  be  construed  to  entpowei 
the  Council  of  a  borough  to  divert 
water  from  any  river  or  stream  with- 
in a  county  except  with  the  consent 
of  the  County  Council  and  upon  suoh 
terms  and  conditions  as  are  agreed 
upon  between  the  respective  Councils 
of  the  borough  and  the  county." 
New  clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  12a.   In  any  case  where  a  natural  water- 
channel  exists  within  the  district  of  a  County 
Council  or  Water-supply  Board,  the  following 
provisions  shall  apply,  anything  in  this  Aot  or 
any  other  Act  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing:— 
**  (1.)  On  the  written  application  of  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds  of  the  occupiers, 
or,  in  the  case  of  unoccupied  land, 
of  the  owners,  of  suoh  of  the  land 
through    which,  the  water  -  channel 
runs  as  is  within  the  district,  the 
County    Council    or    Water-supply 
Board  may  by  Rpecial  order  dedare 
the    water- channel    to  be  a  water* 
raoe. 
**  (2.)  So  long  as  such  special  order  r  ontinues 
in  operation,  every  owner  or  occupier 
of  land  through  whioh  suoh  water- 
raoe  runs  shall  be  entitled  to  use  the 
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water  in  bo  muoh  of  the  water-raoe 
as  is  within  the  boundaries  of  his 
land  for  domestic  purposes,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  watering  stock,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  not  involving  the 
diversion  of  the  water,  but  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  divert  the  water  except  at 
such  times,  to  such  extent,  and  subjeot 
to  such  conditions  as  are  prescribed  by 
by-laws  which  the  Oouncfl  or  Board 
is  hereby  empowered  to  make. 
**  (8.)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  person  who 
for  the  time  being  is  the  owner  or  occu- 
pier of  such  land  to  at  all  times,  and 
at  his- own  cost  in  all  things,  main- 
tain in  good  order  and  keep  clear  of 
weeds  and  other  obstructions  so  much 
of  the  water-race  as  is  within  the 
boundaries  of  his  land ;  and  if  he  fails 
or  neglects  so  to  do  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Council  or  Board,  the  Council 
or  Board,  by  its  servants,  workmen, 
or  contractors,  mav  enter  on  the  land 
and  cause  the  work  to  be  done  at  his 
expense  in  all  things,  and  may  recover 
the  same  as  a  debt  in  any  Court  of 
competent  jurisdiction : 

"  Provided  that,  as  between  the 
owner  and  occupier  of  the  same  land, 
the  duty  imposed  by  this  subsection 
shall  rest  on  the  occupier,  and  if  the 
owner  perform  it  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  be  indemnified  by  the  occupier 
against  all  expense  thereby  incurred. 
**  (4.)  The  water-race  shall  be  under  tbe  con- 
trol of  the  Council  or  Board,  who 
may  from  time  to  time  increase, 
^  diminish,  or  stop  the  supply  of  water 
therein  as  it  thinks  fit. 
"  (5.)  Such  special  order  may  be  rescinded  by 
special  order  as  and  when  the  Council 
or  Board  thinks  fit,  and  thereupon, 
and  until  the  water-race  is  again  con- 
stituted under  the  provisions  herein- 
before contained,  it  shall  cease  to  be 
a  water- race,  and  the  foregoing  pro- 
visions of  this  section  shall  cease  to 
apply." 
New  clause  agreed  to. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  moved  the  fol- 
lowing  new  clause  : — 

**  A  Water-supply  Board  shall  have  power  to 
extend  the  boundaries  of  the  water-supply  dis- 
trict under  its  control  so  as  to  take  in  the 
whole  or  a  portion  of  any  road  district  adjoining 
such  water-supply  district,  upon  and  subject  to 
the  conditions  following  :— 

«  Upon  a  resolution  favouring  the  taking  of  a 
poll,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  being  passed  by 
the  Water-supply  Board  and  by  the  Road  Board 
of  the  district  wherein  the  area  of  such  pro- 
posed extension  is  situated,  a  poll  of  the  rate- 
payers within  the  area  of  such  proposed  exten- 
sion shall  be. taken  as  provided  under  the  '  Re- 
gulation of  Local  Elections  Act,  1876.' 

"  Such  poll  shall  be  taken  upon  the  proposals 
following : — 
**  (a.)  Agreeing  or  otherwise  to  such  proposed 
extension ; 
Mr.  Wright 


**  (6.)  Agreeing  or  otherwise  to  a  loan  of  such 
specified  amount  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  ooq- 
struoting  water-races  within  the  are& 
of  such  proposed  extension  ; 
*'  (c.)  Agreeing  or  otherwise  to  the  levying  of 
a  special  rate  on  the  rateable  valae 
of  tne  land  within  the  area  of  such 
proposed  extension  equal  to  any  spe- 
cial  rate  or  special  rates  levied  by  ihe 
Water-supply  Board  of  the  water-sup- 
ply district  whose  boundaries  aie  pro- 
posed to  be  extended  as  aforesaid : 

**  Provided  that  the  provisions  of 
'  The  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Act,  1896/ 
shall,  so  far  as  applicable,  apply  in  re- 
spect of  tbe  voting  upon  the  proposals 
for  such  loan  and  special  rate,  and 
generally  in  respect  of  the  raising  of 
such  loan  and  the  making  and  levying 
of  such  special  rate,  and  otherwise  aa 
by  such  Act  provided ;  and  the  Water- 
supply  Board  whose  boundaries  ar& 
proposed  to  be  extended  shall  in  re- 
spect of  the  area  of  such  proposed  ex- 
tension be  deemed  to  be  the  local 
authority  thereof  within  the  meaning 
and  for  the  purposes  of  *  The  Loosa 
Bodies*  Loans  Act,  1886*': 

'*  Provided,  further,  that  the  said 
proposals  shall  be  deemed  to  be  car- 
ried if  a  majority  in  number  of  the 
valid    votes  recorded  at  such  poll, 
representing  not  less  than  three-fif  tha 
of  the  rateable  value  of  the  rateable 
property  (situated  within  the  area  of 
such  proposed  extension)  of  all  the 
ratepayers  whose  votes    are    so  re- 
corded, shall  vote  for  tbe  proposals. 
"If  such  proposals  shall  be  carried,  upon 
receipt  of  such  resolutions  as  aforesaid,  and 
upon  proof  by  affidavit  of  ^  the  Chairman  of 
the    Water-supply  Board    of   such    proposaJs 
having   been   carried,  the  Governor  bv  Pro- 
clamation gazetted   shall  declare  the  bound- 
aries of  the  water-supply  district  to  be  extended 
so  as  to  include  the  area  of  such  proposed 
extension,    and    thereafter   the   water-supply 
district  and  the  area   of  such  proposed  ex- 
tension shall  form  one  water-supply  district; 
and  the  Water-supply  Board  may  raise  upon 
the  security  of  such  rate  or  otherwise  any 
amount  not  exceeding  the  sum  sanctioned  by 
any  such  proposals  as  aforesaid  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  water-races  in  the  area, 
of   such  extension,  and  such  sum  so  raised 
shall    become   portion    of   the   funds   of  the 
Water-supply  Board,  and    the   Water-supply 
Board  shall  have  full  power  to  levy  and  col- 
lect the  said  special  rate  in  respect  of  such 
extended  area." 
New  clause  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported. 

On  the  question,  That  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  made  in  this  Bill  be  made  an 
order  of  the  day  for  next  Wednesday, 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  would  like  te 
have  the  consideration  put  off  for  a  fortnight* 
80  that  honourable  members  could  send  theae 
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ameodments  down  to  their  distriots  to  be  oon- 
gidered  by  the  various  local  bodies.  The 
amendmentB  were  very  far-reaohing  and  very 
oonslderable,  and,  so  far  as  he  knew,  had  never 
eome  before  the  local  bodies  at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would,  juRt  for  a 
moment,  like  to  call  special  attention  to 
the  last  amendment  moved  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton,  so  that  it  would  be 
understood  by  those  interested.  He  did  not 
wish  to  raise  any  debate  which  might  jeopard- 
ise the  Bill,  but  he  wished  to  mention  what 
his  conviction  was  as  to  the  scope  of  this 
amendment  as  proposed  in  clause  12a.  The 
clause  said  that  a  Water-supply  Board,  **  On  the 
written  application  of  a  majority  of  two-thirds 
of  the  occupiers,  or,  in  the  case  of  unoccupied 
land,  of  the  owners,  of  such  of  the  land  through 
which  the  water-channel  runs  as  is  within  the 
district,  the  County  Council  or  Water-supply 
Board  may,  by  special  order,  declare  the  water- 
ohannel  to  be  a  water-race."  Then,  they  could 
do  this :  They  allowed  him  to  take  water  for 
watering  his  stock,  er  for  domestic  purposes, 
bat  he  was  not  to  divert  for  any  purpose 
any  water  from  that  stream;  whereas  the 
stream  as  it  stood  before  was  going  through 
his  own  property,  and  he  could  take  the  water 
for  his  individual  use,  and  the  water  for 
working  water  -  wheels  and  turbines  to  drive 
machinery ;  but  the  moment  this  was  declared 
to  be  a  water-race  by  this  special  order  he  could 
not  do  this  any  longer.  Then,  a  worse  phase  of 
the  question  was  that,  after  they  had  taken  his 
property  from  him  and  made  it  into  a  water- 
lace,  he  had  to  keep  up  the  race  and  maintain 
it.  Then,  the  last  and  most  dangerous  thing 
was  that  the  Council  or  Board  might  from  time 
to  time  increase  or  diminish  or  stop  the  supply 
of  water  if  they  thought  fit.  Now,  of  course, 
the  water  there  belonged  to  the  man,  and  he 
had  his  riparian  rights,  and  while  as  things 
were  this  might  be  a  nice  small  stream  just 
soitable  for  him,  the  Council  or  Board  might 
raise  it  up  and  put  a  body  of  water  there, 
which  might  be  a  serious  injury  to  him. 
As  regarded  the  water-race,  he  had  got  to  look 
after  it,  maintain  it,  and  see  that  it  was  not 
damaged.  But,  in  the  meantime,  this  was 
about  one  of  the  most  dangeroas  pieces  of  legis- 
lation he  had  ever  known  to  pass  through  a 
Committee  of  this  House.  Just  for  the  sake 
of  a  few  pounds  to  save  the  cost  of  cutting  a 
water-race  they  were  to  have  the  right  of 
declaring  this  stream  to  be  a  water- race.  He 
would  say  that  such  a  thing  would  not  be 
tolerated  for  a  moment  on  the  goldfields.  He 
thought  the  owner  of  the  property  ought  to 
be  consulted.  He  simply  called  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  this  matter.  He  was 
absent  from  the  House  for  a  few  minutes 
when  the  bell  rang  at  eleven  o'clock,  and 
he  could  not  get  back  in  time  to  protest 
against  it.  He  thought  material  safeguards 
were  necessary.  He  would  not  say  anything 
further  now.  Having  directed  honourable 
members*  attention  to  the  objection  he  had 
indicated,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  having 
fixed  a  time  for  the  third  reading,  they  might 
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deal  with  it  later  on.  He  thought  private 
interests  were  being  interfered  with  in  a  way 
that  ought  not  to  be  allowed.  If  the  honour- 
able member  would  make  the  third  reading 
a  fortnight  hence— next  Wednesday  was  rather 
a  short  time— it  might  be  acceptable  to  the 
House.  Of  course,  he  did  not  want  to  prejudice 
the  honourable  member's  Bill  by  asking  him  to 
put  it  off  too  long,  and  he  would  therefore 
say  Wednesday  week,  or  Wednesday  fortnight. 

An  Hon.  Mshbsb.— What  about  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  although  the  Statement 
would  be  brought  down  next  week,  he  assumed 
a  sufficient  time  would  elapse  before  the  debate 
upon  it  began  to  admit  of  the  honourable 
member  proceeding  with  his  Bill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  (Ashburton)  just  wished  to 
explain  with  reference  to  the  points  of  objec- 
tion which  had  been  raised.  The  object  of  the 
clause  on  Order  Paper  No.  21  was  to  meet  tha 
case  of  certain  down  lands  that  had  natural 
watercourses  that  ran  dry  in  summer  time. 
The  owners  wanted  a  permanent  supply  of 
water  through  these  lands;  but,  to  avoid  the 
objectionable  feature  of  double  water- races 
through  undulating  ground— that  was  to  say, 
the  natural  watercourse  at  one  level  and  an 
artificial  watercourse  at  another  level — con- 
touring round  the  downs  and  thereby  cutting  up 
their  paddocks,  they  were  quite  willing  to  meet 
all  the  charges  incidental  to  the  natural  creeks 
being  utilised  for  a  summer  supply  instead 
of  making  special  races.  And  these  natural 
creeks  would,  of  course,  only  be  supplied  by 
water  from  the  artificial  sources  when  they 
ran  dry,  and  when  these  creeks  were  in  fiood 
those  waters  that  had  been  turned  into 
them  artificially  could  be  out  off,  so  that  there 
would  be  no  injury.  Ic  would  be  a  boon  to  tha 
owners  of  those  properties,  and  it  would  be 
only  by  petition  of  two- thirds  of  the  owners  or 
occupiers  that  the  clauses  upon  Order  Paper 
No.  21  could  be  brought  into  operation. 

Mr.  McNAB  wished  to  know  if  the  honour- 
able member  was  in  order  in  discussing  the 
Bill  at  this  stage. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  this  was  not  the  time 
for  discussing  the  amendments;  the  question 
was  the  fixing  of  the  time  for  the  consideration 
of  those  amendments. 

Mr.  FLAT  MAN  said  he  wished  to  give 
reasons  why  there  should  be  time  for  con- 
sideration, so  that  amendments  that  had  been- 
proposed  could  be  referred  to  the  districts  in- 
terested; and  also  that  members  had  never 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  amend- 
ments. He  might  say  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  were  to  be  consulted  upon  the  Water- 
supply  Bill.  Although  he  was  consulted  with 
regard  to  the  Bill,  these  amendments  had  been 
brought  forward  since  that  consultation  had 
taken  place,  and  he  had  not  received  any  in- 
timation from  the  honourable  member  in 
charge  relative  to  some  of  the  suggested 
amendments.  He  thought,  himself,  that  the 
amendments  were  nearly  as  important  as 
the  Bill,  and  that  those  members  who  had 
conferred  upon  the  Bill  should  certainly  have 
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hftd  an  opportunity  of  confeiriog  upon  the 
amendments,  when  they  were  of  such  magni- 
tude. He  therefore  hoped  the  honourable 
member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  agree  to 
the  suggestion  made  by  the  Premier.  •(»- ^04^0? 

Mr.  GBOWTHER  (Auckland)  thought  the 
|>romoter8  of  the  Bill  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  suggestion  made.  He  (Mr.  Orowther) 
had  only  one  suggestion  himself  to  pukkB,  and 
that  was  that  they  should  have  a  strict 
reservation  that  these  waters  should  not  be 
contaminated  by  manufactories  such  as  were 
suggested  by  the  Premier.  He  had  a  case  in 
iiis  own  mind  where  an  extensive  lawsuit  was 
started  in  consequence  of  this  kind  of  con- 
tamination, and  it  absolutely  led  to  the 
'ruin  of  cue  man,  and  his  industry  was  com- 
pletely shut  up.  He  did  not  know  what  could 
'be  done  by  the  Bill  to  meet  such  cases,  but  he 
thought  it  was  cue  of  the  requirements  the 
House  should  look  to  when  considering  a 
measure  of  this  sort,  and  they  should  see  that 
ample  provision  was  made. 

Mi.  SEDDON  understood  the  honourable 
member  accepted  his  suggestion  to  make  it 
Wednesday  week.  2B7C^   '^ '- ** 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— Yes,  Wednesday,  the  10th 
August. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

DIVORCE  BILL. 

Mr.  McNAB.— I  move,  That  the  amend- 
ments made  in  Oonmiittee  in  this  Bill  be  agreed 
•to. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move.  That  the  Bill  be 
recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
«lause  8.  It  is  an  unwritten  law  now,  but  we 
have  decided  by  the  law  at  present  existing 
tliat  a  prosecution  for  bigamy  shall  not  lie  if 
the  persons  have  been  separated  seven  years. 
I  have  myself  fought  this  Bill,  because  I 
consider  the  fixing  of  a  short  period  is  most 
dangerous.  Experience  now  has  taught  those 
in  other  colonies  and  countries  where  they  have 
agreed  to  these  short  separations  being  a  cause 
for  divorce — the  experience  has  been  of  such  a 
character  that  they  are  really  now,  I  think, 
prepared  to  go  back  upon  what  they  have  done. 
The  condition  of  affairs  in  Australia,  where 
they  have  this  law,  is  such  now  that  there 
are  a  very  large  number  of  cases  each  month. 
I  do  not  think  we  want  to  have  that  state  of 
things  in  New  Zealand,  and  we  see  by  the  ex- 
perience of  the  working  of  the  laws  there  that 
this  state  of  things  has  come  to  pass,  almost 
undermining  the  social  structure,  and  I  think 
we  should  therefore  be  careful  before  we  pass 
a  law  on  a  similar  basis.  I  have  in  the  past 
opposed  this  Bill,  and  I  am  not  in  favour  of  it 
now,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  we  ought  to  be 
very  careful  with  respect  to  legislation  dealing 
with  such  an  important  matter.  But  at  the 
same  time  I  have  always  concurred  with  the 
difficulties  under  which  women  labour  at  the 
present  time,  and  with  respect  to  the  law  under 
which  adultery,  as  to  her,  is  a  crime  and  the 
ground  of  divorce,  but,  as  to  the  husband,  it 
can  go  on  with  impunity  so  long  as  there  is  no 
cruelty.  I  think  both  should  be  put  on  the 
Mr,  FUUman 


same  footing.  I  do  not  object  to  that  para- 
graph, but  I  do  think  the  time  fixed  by  this  Bill 
respecting  separation  being  a  ground  of  divorce 
is  too  short.  I  understand  the  honourable  mem- 
ber in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  not  object  to  my 
proposals  to  make  the  separation  seven  years. 
With  that  amendment  I  shall  not  offer  any 
further  objections  to  the  Bill.  At  the  same 
time  I  think  we  should  jealously  guard  the  law 
relating  to  marriage,  upon  which,  I  say,  the 
whole  social  structure  is  built.  I  say  that 
should  be  jealously  safeguarded,  and  1  hold 
strong  views  upon  the  subject;  still,  I  know 
that  public  opinion  is  to  some  extent  against 
me.  I  know  that  a  large  majority  want  oor 
divorce  laws  amended  somewhat  in  the  direc- 
tion of  this  Bill.  I  think  public  opinion  is  that 
wives  ought  to  be  protected,  as  against  bad  or 
immoral  conduct  sometimes  on  the  part  of  tlie 
husband.  I  move  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  clause  3,  and 
when  in  Committee,  I  will  move  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  four  years,"  with  a  view  of  insert- 
ing "  seven  years.'* 

Motion  negatived,  and  amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted. 

IN  comriTTBB. 

Clause  3 — Divorce,  in  what  cases. 

Subsection  (2).—  *' On  the  ground  that  the 
respondent  has  without  just  cause  wilfully 
deserted  the  petitioner,  and  without  any  such 
cause  left  him,  or  her,  continuously  so  deserted 
during  four  years  or  upwards." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  the  word 
"  four  "  was  struck  out,  and  the  word  *'  seven  " 
inserted. 

On  the  motion  of  Major  STEWARD,  the 
following  new  subclause  was  added : 

"  On  the  ground  that  the  respondent  has 
been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
or  penal  servitude  for  seven  years  or  upwards 
for  attempting  to  take  the  life  of  the  peti- 
tioner." 

Bill  reported. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  McNAB  said,  this  Bill  enlarges  the 
power  to  grant  divorce  to  the  following  cases  : — 

*'  (1.)  On  the  ground  that  the  respondent 
has,  since  the  celebration  of  the  marriage,  and 
after  the  coming  into  operation  of  tlui  Act, 
been  guilty  of  adultery. 

**  (2.)  On  the  ground  that  the  respondent  has 
without  just  cause  wilfully  deserted  the  peti- 
tioner, and  without  any  such  cause  left  him, 
or  her,  continuously  so  deserted  during  seven 
years  or  upwards. 

"  (3.)  On  the  ground  that  the  respondent  has 
during  four  years  and  upwards  been  an  habitual 
drunkard,  and  has  either  habitually  left  his 
wife  without  means  of  support  or  habitually 
been  guilty  of  cruelty  towards  her;  or,  being 
the  petitioner's  wife,  has  for  a  like  period  been 
an  habitual  drunkard,  and  has  habitually 
neglected  her  domestic  duties  and  rendered 
herself  unfit  to  discbarge  them. 

**  (i.)  On  the  ground  that  the  respondent  has 
been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
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•or  penal  servitude  for  seven  years  or  upwards 
-for  attempting  to  take  the  life  of  the  peti- 
tioner." 

Mr.  MOORE.— Sir,  is  it  advisable  that  we 
-ehoold  take  the  third  reading  of  this  important 
Bill  to-night?  We  have  had  considerable  alte- 
ration made  while  the  Bill  was  going  through 
Committee,  after  beiug  recommitted,  and,  I 
think,  probably  it  would  be  as  well  to  treat 
this  Bill  on  its  third  reading  in  the  same  way 
•  as  we  have  previous  Bills — let  it  stand  over 
for  a  few  days,  so  that  honourable  members 
may  make  themselves  acquainted  with  tiie 
amendments  made  in  the  Bill  in  Committee. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  just  read  out  a 
•clause  to  the  House,  but  he  realjy  gave  no  ex- 
planation at  all  about  it.  I  do  not  know  really 
what  he  read  it  out  for.  I  was  listening  very 
43arefully  to  him,  expecting  to  get  some  ex- 
planation, but  the  honourable  gentleman  sat 
down,  and  gave  no  explanation  whatever.  I 
would  like  to  hear  something  more  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  reference  to  the 
•amendments  that  have  been  passed  in  Commit- 
tee. The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  leads 
the  House  iuduced  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
have  the  Bill  recommitted  in  order  that  sub- 
jection (2)  of  section  3  might  be  amended  by 
extending  the  time  from  four  to  seven  years 
for  desertion.  I  do  not  say  that  it  was  not 
right  to  make  this  alteration ;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  thmk  the  alteration  was  made  without 
having  any  explanation  from  the  houourable 
gentlema.n  who  brought  about  the  recommittal 
■of  the  Bill,  or  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  measure,  and  I  think  we  have 
a  right  to  expect  that  we  should  have,  at  any 
rate,  some  reasonable  explanation  before  we 
are  called  upon  to  pass  the  third  reading  of 
this  Bill,  which,  of  course,  will  mean  that  we 
are  done  with  it  so  far  as  this  House  is  con- 
cerned— that  it  will  go  to  another  place,  and 
in  all  probability  be  passed  there. 

An  Hon.  MsafBEa. — It  came  down  from  the 
other  place. 

Mr.  MOORE.— Then,  all  the  more  reason, 
Sir,  why  we  should  be  particularly  careful  to 
•supervise  the  work  here,  and  see  that  we  are 
placing  a  measure  on  the  statute-book  that  we 
•flball  not  have  cause  to  regret,  or  that  we  shall 
lOot  have  to  amend  next  session.  I  think.  Sir, 
we  ought  not  to  be  too  hasty  in  passing  the 
•third  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  would  suggest 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  agree  to 
the  debate  being  adjourned,  and  take  the  final 
discussion  on  the  third  reading  on  some  future 
day.  I  do  not  wish  to  suggest  this  to  the 
hononrable  gentleman  with  the  object  at  some 
tfntore  time  of  killing  the  Bill,  because  I  am 
.anxious  with  him  that  the  Bill  should  become 
law ;  but  at  the  same  time,  when  we  are  deal- 
ing with  so  important  a  subject  a»  this  Bill 
deals  with,  I  really  think  we  ought  to  have 
sufficient  time  to  consider  the  alterations  made, 
so  that  when  we  have  passed  the  Bill  finally 
we  shall  have  no  cause  to  regret  it.  I  think  at 
this  late  stage  of  the  night,  after  members  have 
been  working  hard  all  day,  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
«sk  members  to  pass  tl^e  piU,  when  it  is  just 


possible  we  may  want  to  recommit  it  again  for 
further  consideration  and  alteration. 

Mr.  HERRIES  (Bay  of  Plenty).— I  should 
like  to  ask.  Sir,  whether  you  would  receive  a 
petition  against  the  Bill  which  has  just  been 
received  by  the  mail  to-day. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  object  to  the 
petition  against  the  Bill  being  presented  now. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— It  is  a  petition  from  Arch- 
deacon Willis  and  thirty-five  other  residents 
of  the  Waikato  and  Waipa  Counties. 

Mr.  MOORE.— May  I  suggest  that  it  should 
be  read. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
may  state  the  purport  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— The  petition  prays  that 
this  honourable  House  should  not  pass  this  Bill, 
on  the  ground  that  your  petitioners  are  opposed 
to  such  an  extension  of  the  law  of  divorce,  and 
also  that  the  petitioners  are  in  favour  of  a 
portion  of  the  Bill,  putting  women  on  the  same 
footing  as  men  with  regard  to  adultery,  but  not 
of  the  extension  of  granting  divorce  for  deser- 
tion and  habitual  drunkenness,  as  proposed  by 
the  Bill,  nor  of  the  clauses  which  have  been 
proposed  by  Major  Steward,  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaki.  This  petition  I  have 
only  just  received  by  the  mail,  and  if  I  am 
allowed  to  present  it  I  will  do  so  at  once. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Read  the  names. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  allow  you  to  read 
the  names,  as  it  would  appear  to  be  suggested 
merely  to  waste  time. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — I  am  not  going  to  detain  the 
House  for  more  than  a  couple  of  minutes,  but 
I  do  not  often  have  the  opportunity  of  con- 
gratulating the  Premier,  and  when  I  have  I 
gladly  avail  myself  of  it.  When  the  honour- 
able gentleman  moved  to  recommit  the  Bill  I 
thought  he  was  going  to  take  exception  to  sub- 
section (1).  That  opinion  was  founded  upon  a 
knowledge  of  the  Premier's  action  in  the  past 
in  respect  of  the  provision  contained  in  that 
subsection.  In  1896  we  had  a  Bill  which  con- 
tained that  subsection  and  nothing  else,  and 
on  that  occasion  the  Premier  voted  against  it, 
but  he  has  altered  his  opinion  since,  and  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  he  did  not  again  do  so.  I  can- 
not resist  the  opportunity  of  congratulating 
him  upon  having  altered  his  views. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  may  say  that  I  have  never 
altered  my  views  on  this  matter,  and  that  as 
long  as  I  am  iin  the  House  I  shall  adhere  to 
them.  I  am  not  now  further  opposing  the  BiU, 
but  I  opposed  it  as  it  previously  came  before  us. 
If  it  had  remained  as  it  was  I  should  to  the 
last  gasp  have  opposed  it,  because  I  am  one  of 
those  men  who  hold  very  strong  opinions  upon 

.oQ  this  marriage  question.  There  are 
some,  of  course,  who  look  upon  it  as 
simply  an  ordinary  contract.  You  can  get 
married  and  disagree,  and  then  you  can  part. 
If  you  go  to  countries  where  the  laws  are 
of  such  a  nature  as  the  one  attempted  to 
be  brought  in  here  you  will  see  the  danger — 
which  many  men  have  not  considered.  It  maj 
be  that  there  are  a  few  couples  unhappy  and 
suffering.  There  are  very  bad  cases,  but  that 
is  not  a  reason  why  the   whole  social  fabrio 
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should  be  undeimined.  Better  a  few  ehould 
■affer,  than  give  facilities  for  men  or  women 
going  to  Oourt  on  the  slightest  pretext.  Kot 
onlj  that,  but  where  you  have  a  mixture  of 
blood  —  half-brothers  and  half-sisters  —  with 
what  you  are  doing  the  law  would  not  prevent 
marriage,  for  legally  they  would  not  have  the 
relationship  that  would  prevent  marriage.  By 
law  they  are  not  brothers  and  sisters  though 
they  are  so  in  blood,  and  you  would  have  inter- 
marriages going  on,  and  we  know  what  the 
result  would  be.  That  is  one  of  the  dangers 
you  have  to  avoid,  and  in  some  cases,  as  I  have 
said,  under  the  alteration  of  the  law  this  un- 
fortunate state  of  things  would  be  brought 
about.  If  there  is  one  thing  that  we  ought  to 
agree  about  it  is  this:  I  ha?e  always  said  that, 
as  far  as  I  am  oonoerned,  if  there  are  grounds 
for  it,  the  man  ought  to  be  treated  in  the  same 
way  as  the  woman.  That  is  why  I  opposed  the 
Bill  that  the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to. 
As  far  as  the  Bill  was  concerned,  the  honour- 
able member,  so  far  as  I  remember,  was  not  in 
the  House  then. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— 1  was. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — You  remember  the  amend- 
ments proposed.  You  remember  the  fight  we 
had  the  session  before  that.  I  fought  this 
question  for  years,  and  I  would  fight  this  Bill 
too  had  it  not  been  altered  to  bring  it  into 
conformity  with  our  law,  which  says  that  it 
■hall  be  a  ground  for  divorce  if  there  has  been 
seven  years'  desertion — that  shall  be  a  ground 
of  defence  for  bigamy ;  and  that  being  the  case, 
and  as  the  people  are  cohabiting  under  the 
circumstances,  for  it  is  cohabitation — they  are 
living  in  adultery— it  is  better  to  bring  the  law 
into  conformity  with  it. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— As  a  matter  of  personal  ex- 

ganation,  I  wish  to  say  I  was  referring  to  the 
ill  introduced  by  Mr.  Collins  in  1896,  which 
was  a  Bill  of  one  clause,  and  in  respect  of 
which  there  were  no  amendments.  It  simply 
put  the  husband  and  wife  on  the  same  footing 
in  regard  to  adultery ;  and  no  amendment  was 
moved,  and  the  Premier  both  spoke  and  voted 
Against  the  third  reading,  and  now  he  has  voted 
in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— Two  or  three  days  ago  it 
became  my  duty  to  present  a  petition  against 
this  Bill.  That  petition  has  not  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  rele- 
gated. The  position  is  very  much  the  same  in 
connection  with  this  measure  to-night  as  it  was 
in  connection  with  the  Water-supply  Bill.  That 
measure  was  put  off  for  some  days  in  order  that 
those  most  immediately  affected  might  have 
time  to  consider  the  amendments  and  say 
whether  or  not  they  approved  of  them.  I  sup- 
pose it  is  no  use  my  asking  the  House  to  treat 
ibis  Bill  in  the  same  way,  in  consequence  of  the 
authority  I  received  from  the  Anglican  Synod 
of  Auckland.  They  are  a  large  body ;  and  upon 
this  third  reading  it  is  my  duty  to  record  in  Han- 
$ard  the  fact  that  I  presented  the  petition.  That 
is  all  I  can  do  under  the  circumstances.  It  is  a 
great  misfortune  in  connection  with  our  busi- 
ness in  this  House  that  we  have  to  deal  with 
a  Bill  in  connection  with  which  the  amend- 
Mr.Seddon 


ments  suggested  are  sometimes  bigger  than  the 
Bill  itself.  How  can  we  deal  with  Bills  in  this 
way  ?  We  ought  to  have  them  before  us  in  their 
first  stage  in  the  shape  in  which  they  are  to 
appear,  so  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
have  a  handful  of  Supplementary  Order  Papers 
to  enable  us  to  deal  with  them.  In  this  con- 
nection, I  might  point  out  the  Cycling  Bill, 
which  contains  more  amendments  m  the  Sup- 
plementary Order  Paper  than  was  contained 
m  the  BUI  itself.  This  Bill,  if  it  had  been  in- 
troduced in  the  shape  in  which  it  is  now  passed^ 
would  not  have  been  greatly  objected  to  per- 
haps. I  do  not  know  that  that  would  have 
been  the  case ;  but  we  are  always  delving  into 
some  kind  of  mystery,  and  then  when  we  do 
finish  a  Bill,  and  see  it  as  it  is  passed,  we  are 
generally  disappointed  with  it. 

Mr.  McNAB. — I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
long,  but  I  want  to  say  one  word  in  connection 
with  what  fell  from  the  last  speaker.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  amendments  made  in  the  Bill^ 
and  led  the  House  and  the  country  to  imagine 
that  very  extensive  amendments  had  been  put 
in  it,  and  that  the  House  had  not  had  the  op- 
portunity of  having  the  Bill  postponed  after 
having  the  amendments  put  in,  as  is  usual. 
Now,  the  amendments  made  in  this  Bill  were 
made  some  considerable  time  ago,  and  the  Bill 
as  amended  has  been  before  the  House  for 'its 
consideration  for,  at  any  rate,  over  a  week,  and 
the  last  amendment  made  in  it  wan  made  bT 
recommitting  the  Bill.  And  this  is  the  amend- 
ment: Another  ground  for  divorce  has  been 
inserted— namely,  '*  On  the  ground  that  the 
respondent  has  been  convicted  and  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  or  penal  servitude  for  seven 
years  or  upwards  for  attempting  to  take  the 
life  of  the  petitioner."  The  only  other  amend- 
ment was  in  the  direction  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  own  wish,  making  divorce  more 
difiicult  to  obtain  by  increasing  the  length 
of  time  of  desertion  from  four  to  seven  years. 
So  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  quite  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  no  facilities  were  given 
for  considering  the  amendments ;  and  the  dif- 
ference from  the  Water-supply  Bill  the  honour- 
able gentleman  referred  to  was  that  this 
amendment  was  made  after  recommittal  of  the 
Bill.  In  regard  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Kaiapoi,  who  attempted  to  throw  ridicule  on 
the  shortness  of  my  remarks  in  moving  the 
third  reading,  my  reason  was  that  we  have  » 
rule  that  no  new  business  can  be  taken  after 
twelve  o'clock,  and  when  I  rose  ic  was  within  ten 
minutes  of  that  hour.  When  the  honourable 
gentleman  got  up,  on  the  contrary,  with  no- 
thing to  talk  about,  but  with  a  desire  to  take 
good  care  that  no  new  business  would  come  on, 
he  succeeded  in  talking  about  nothing  and  say- 
ing nothing  for  a  sufficiently  long  time  to  make 
it  impossible  for  new  business  to  come  on. 
Otherwise  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not 
the  slightest  intention  of  doing  anything  else 
than  he  succeeded  in  doing — namely,  of  con- 
tributing not  one  single  iota  to  the  literature 
on  the  subject. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.   SEDDON.— As   a  matter  of  peraonaL 
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•explanation,  I  made  a  statement  to  the  efieot 
that  this  Bill  oame  down  from  the  Council. 
I  find  on  looking  into  the  matter  that  the  Bill 
that  came  from  the  Coonoil  was  the  Hon.  Mr. 
MaoGregor*8  Bill,  passed  in  a  previous  session, 
and  that  this  is  Sir  Robert  Stout's  Bill  of  last 
aesaion,  so  that  it  has  not  gone  to  the  Council 

^*Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Was  this  Bill  read  a 
second  time  last  session  ? 
Mr.  SEDDON.~Yes. 

POLICE  COMMISSION. 

Idr.  HALL-JONES  moved  the  adjournment 
'of  the  House,  and  asked  the  indulgence  of 
members  to  refer  to  a  matter  that  was  of 
interest  to  them  all.  That  afternoon,  in  reply 
to  a  question  put  by  the  honourable  member 
-lor  Christohuroh  City  (Mr.  Taylor),  he  stated 
•  that  at  present  the  Government  Printer  had 
not  received  the  whole  of  the  copy  of  the  evi- 
*dence  in  connection  with  the  Police  Commis- 
sion .  The  honou rable  member  inter j ec ted  that, 
«  as  a  matter  of  actual  fact,  the  last  copy  bad 
gone  to  the  office  some  davs  ago,  so  that  the 
Minister  knew  nothing  about  the  matter." 
The  Printing  Office  at  that  time  was  closed. 
IVhen  he  bad  an  opportunity  he  sent  the 
following  note  to  the  Qovemment  Printer : — 

**Mb.  Mackat,— Mr.  Taylor  stated  in  the 
House  to- day  that  you  had  received  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  of  the  Police  Commission. 
Xindly  let  me  know  if  this  is  so? 

"W.  Hall-Jonbs. 

"  29th  July,  1898." 

The  reply  was  as  follows : — 

•*  Hon.  Mb.  W.  Hall-Jonbs, — No  portion  of 
the  Auckland  evidence  has  yet  been  sent  in 
to  this  office.  In  consequence  of  the  delay  in 
this  coming  to  hand,  I  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  put  off  a  number  of  hands. 

»*  J.  Mackat. 

"  29th  July,  1898." 

He  hoped  that,  after  this  explanation,  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  see  fit  to  with- 
draw the  remarks  he  had  made. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  he  would  first  of  all  con- 
gratulate the  Minister  for  Public  Works  on  the 
(improved  tone  he  assumed  that  night  in  com- 
parison with  his  extraordinary  manner  of  the 
afternoon  when  replying  to  the  question  deal- 
ing with  this  matter.  Next  he  wished  to  re- 
mark that  when  he  made  the  statement  he  was 
•peaking  on  the  authority  of  one  of  the  officials 
•connected  with  the  Police  Commission,  who 
told  him  five  days  ago  that  the  last  sheet  of 
evidence  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Qovemment 
Printer.  The  fact  appeared  to  be  that  the  last 
evidence  taken  was  in  the  Printer's  hands, 
bat  the  intermediate  sheets  were  not.  That 
was  his  position,  and  he  had  nothing  to  with- 
draw. As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  what  he  had 
been  told  regarding  the  evidence  was  not 
meohanioally  correct,  he  had  been  misinformed, 
and  he  regretted  it,  but  he  had  considered  his 
aathority  absolutely  gpod.  When  chatting  to 
this  official  he  was  going  to  follow  up  his  con- 
veieation  by  saying,  ^*  I  suppose  a  fortnight  will 


see  it  through  " ;  but  the  official  passed  on« 
and  the  matter  was  not  further  discussed. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— You  stated  it  as  an 
actual  fact. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said.  Exactly,  because  he  con- 
sidered he  was  well  informed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City  was  very  unfortimate  in 
some  way  or  other.  He  did  not  see  why  people 
should  mislead  him  more  than  other  people^ 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  received  infor- 
mation and  used  it,  and  very  often  the  infor- 
mation proved,  as  in  this  case,  to  be  incorrect. 
In  the  particular  case  referred  to,  if  Mr.  Taylor 
received  his  information  from  an  official  in  con- 
nection with  the  Commission  he  was,  of  course, 
warranted  in  saying  that  he  had  received  in- 
formation which  he  deemed  to  be  reliable,  but 
if  *a  man  made  a  statement  as  being  a  fact  it 
was  another  question.  At  any  rate,  it  was  one 
of  those  things  that  happened  in  every-day  life, 
and  if  care  was  exercised  he  did  not  tbink 
any  one  had  a  right  to  complain.  It  might 
be  that,  if  the  honourable  member  went  to 
the  officer,  he  would  be  told  that  the  last 
of  the  evidence  had  gone  in  ;  yet  it  might 
be  tbat  the  reporter— for  it  was  a  Hansard 
reporter  in  this  case — had  not  yet  been  able  to 
fully  transcribe  his  notes,  so  that  the  officer 
was  right  when  he  said  that  the  last  of  the 
evidence  had  gone  in.  At  the  same  time  he 
could  not,  and  perhaps  did  not,  say  that  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  had  gone  in;  so  that 
all  parties  might,  of  course,  be  open  to  correc- 
tion. At  the  same  time  it  would  perhaps  be 
a  lesson  to  the  official,  whoever  he  was,  not 
to  give  information  to  members.  Tbat  was 
another  phase  of  the  question.  The  honour- 
able member  was  not  entitled  to  the  informa- 
tion. The  honourable  member  asked  him 
about  it,  and  it  was  said  the  Government  was 
keeping  things  back.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  gave 
the  House  the  assurance  that  the  thing  had 
not  gone  in,  and  the  honourable  member  looked 
at  him  as  much  as  to  say,  **  I  know  better." 

Motion  for  adjournment  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  seventeen  minutes 
past  twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday^  2nd  August,  1898. 


First  BeadingB— Stratford  Electric  Lighting  Bill— 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill  —  Animals  Proteotion 
BUI.  

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock  p.m. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Divorce  Bill,  First  Offenders'  Probation  BilL 
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Stratford  Electric 


[COUNCIL.] 


Lighting  Bill. 


[Aua.  2: 


STRATFORD   ELECTRIC   LIGHTING 

BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  it  was  in 
a  peculiar  position,  as  there  was  no  general 
Bill  dealing  with  the  supply  of  electric  energy 
in  this  colony.  Of  course,  in  the  United 
Kingdom  it  had  been  properly  safeguarded 
in  1882  by  a  general  empowering  Act,  and  a 
further  one  in  1888;  and,  as  a  further  pro- 
tection, special  Bills  were  brought  in  under 
those  Acts  for  the  supply  of  electricity  for 
local  purposes,  and  placed  under  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  see  that  the  provisions 
were  properly  carried  out  by  means  of  Inspec- 
tors and  otherwise.  There  was  no  general  law 
in  New  Zealand,  and,  of  course,  each  locality 
had  to  bring  in  its  own  measure.  This  Bill 
was  a  very  brief  one,  and  explained  itself  tho- 
roughly. Stratford  was  a  town  of  about  fif- 
teen hundred  inhabitants,  and  the  centre  of  a 
large  dairying  district.  The  motive-power  which 
would  generate  the  electricity  was  a  river  that 
ran  through  the  town.  It  would  be  dammed 
higher  up,  and  used  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding electrical  motive-power.  He  might 
Bay  that  the  price  at  which  it  would  be  sold  in 
Stratford  would  be  very  low  indeed  ;  in  fact,  as 
low  as  the  price  at  which  it  was  being  supplied 
in  England — on  a  scale  equal  to  about  7d. 
per  Board  of  Trade  unit,  and  a  sixteen- candle- 
power  light  would  be  provided  at  the  rate  of 
about  £2  per  annum.  He  had  looked  carefully 
over  the  Bill,  and  he  saw  that  every  precau- 
tion had  been  taken  to  safeguard  the  interests 
of  the  public  except  in  one  particular,  and  as 
to  that  he  would  consult  with  the  Minister. 
The  Bill  provided  that  all  by-laws  duly 
passed  should  have  the  force  of  law.  As 
there  was  no  general  law  in  this  colony,  he 
thought  it  was  advisable  that  these  by-laws 
should  be  controlled  by  the  Governor  in 
Council,  or  by  the  Postmaster- General.  The 
Postmaster-General  would  be  the  better  autho- 
rity perhaps,  as  he  was  at  the  head  of  the 
electrical  department  of  the  colony,  and  had 
'experts  who  would  advise  him  with  regard  to 
these  by-laws,  as  to  whether  they  should  be 
assented  to  or  not.  It  was  necessary  there 
should  be  some  controlling  power,  because, 
of  course,  the  local  bodies  who  gave  these 
concessions  had  no  officers  to  guide  them — 
they  had  no  electrical  experts — and  it  was 
very  desirable  the  public  should  be  protected. 
In  England  all  the  lines  were  underground; 
they  did  not  have  overhead  lines;  but  here 
in  this  colony  overhead  lines  were  the 
practice,  because  they  were  much  cheaper, 
and  they  carried  a  large  amount  of  electric 
energy.  In  England  the  electric  lines  could 
not  be  taken  into  a  dwelling  at  above  two 
hundred  volts,  and  it  appeared  to  him  some 
provision  ought  to  be  made  in  these  Electric 
Lighting  Bills  whereby  the  public  should 
be  protected  in  the  same  way  as  the  public 
of  England  were.  He  would,  therefore,  at 
a  proper  time,  and  after  consulting  with  his 
honourable  friend  the  leader  of  the  Council, 
put  in   an  amendment    to    that   effect.    He 


thought,  as  there  was  no  monopoly  granted  ii^ 
this  Bill,  emd  as  it  was  open  to  the  local  body 
to  grant  the  concession  to  any  persons  besidea 
the  company  referred  to  in  the  Bill,  there 
would  be  no  objection  taken  to  it,  as  it  would 
be  a  great  advantage  to  the  district.  He  there- 
fore moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  said,  although 
he  had  not  visited  Stratford  for  many  years,  as 
an  old  Taranakian  he  had  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  motion.  He  only  wished  to  ask 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  one  question,  and  that  was  ;. 
Had  there  been  any  petition  presented  against 
the  Bill? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  said,  in  that, 
case  he  would  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

UNCLAIMED  MONEYS  BILL 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  moved  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  said  he  would 
ask  his  honourable  friend  (Hon.  Mr.  Peacock),, 
who  had  an  amendment  on  the  Order  Paper,, 
to  refrain  from  raising  a  debate  at  this  stage. 
The  question  was  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government,  as  to  whether  the  inclusion 
of  these  public  offices  was  desirable  or  not;. 
but  the  Government  would  prefer  that  the  Bill 
should  go  through  as  it  was  now,  and  the- 
matter  would  be  carefully  considered  at  a  later 
stage.  The  matter  would  be  the  subject  of  9k- 
Conference,  and  he  thought  it  could  then  be 
fairly  debated  between  the  two  Houses  as  to 
whether  these  two  public  offices  should  be  in- 
cluded or  excluded. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY  said  he  did  not 
know  whether  his  honourable  friend  had  con- 
sulted the  Crown  Law  Officers  in  regard  to- 
the  Bill,  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  clause  2, . 
with  the  amendments  that  had  been  added, 
read  very  strangely.  He  did  not  think  it  ought 
to  pass  the  Council  without  further  considera- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES  said  that  sub-clause  (3) 
appeared  to  him  to  be  strangely,  and,  in  face, 
improperly,  constructed,  and  this  was  conse- 
quent upon  the  soling  and  heeling  which  took 
place  in  the  Committee.  To  his  mind,  if  the- 
Government  institutions  were  to  be  included 
at  all  they  should  be  mentioned  after  '*  the 
liquidator  of  any  company,"  because  they 
certainly  could  not  be  included  amongst  those 
institutions  which  were  "not  registered  or  in- 
corporated." The  sub-clause  would  then  read 
in  this  way  : — 

*'  Every  bank  and  life  assurance  office,  howso- 
ever or  wheresoever  registered  or  incorporated, . 
carrying  on  business  within  the  said  colony, 
the  liquidator  of  any  company,  the  Govern- 
ment Liife  Insurance  Department,  and  the 
Public  Trust  Office." 

That  was  the  way  it  would  read,  and  that 
would  make  it  effective  and  grammatically 
correct.  But  he  understood  that  if  these  public 
institutions  were  included  in  this  sub-clause, 
then,  after  a  certain  time  mentioned  in  this. 
Bill,   any  moneys  which  might    be  in  their* 
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poaaession  belonging  to  other  persons  ooald 
M  taken  posseesion  of,  and  it  wonld  then  be 
necessary,  under  another  clause  in  the  Bill,  for 
the  claimant  to  make  his  claim  in  order  to 
get  the  money.  As  the  sub-clause  stood,  if  any- 
body left  any  money  in  the  Post-Offioe  Savings- 
Bank,  after  a  certain  time  that  money  could 
be  ta^ken  possession  of  by  the  Public  Trust 
Office,  and  he  would  get  no  interest  on  it —the 
interest  would  cease  to  accrue. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  he  thought 
this  2nd  clause  was  not  in  such  perfect  form 
that  it  ought  to  be  passed  by  the  Oounoil. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  it  wanted  re-planning 
altogether,  especially  subsection  (c).  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  GoYemment  would  do  far 
better  to  consider  this  subsection,  and  have  it 
pat  in  proper  form,  and  recommit  the  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  change, 
than  send  this  Bill  through  its  third  reading  as 
though  it  was  a  perfect  piece  of  work,  which 
they  certainly  could  by  no  means  consider  it. 
He  would  suggest  that  the  third  reading  should 
be  postponed,  and  the  Bill  be  recommitted  for 
ihe  purpose  of  putting  it  in  proper  form.  He 
moved,  That  the  debate  he  adjourned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER  must  say 
that  he  thought  honourable  gentlemen  were 
hTperoritical.  He  could  not  say  that  the 
eiause  was  as  well  drafted  as  it  might  be,  but 
be  did  not  think  it  read  illogically.  He  thought 
that  its  sequences  were  tolerably  well  observed. 
Of  course,  if  the  Council  wished  the  matter 
farther  considered  in  Committee  he  was  en> 
tirely  in  the  hands  of  honourable  members ; 
bnt,  so  far  as  the  wording  of  subsection  (8) 
was  concerned,  he  did  not  think  there  was 
▼ery  much  fault  to  be  found  with  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  there  was  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  patching  which  had 
taken  place  in  this  Bill  in  Committee  necessi- 
tated it  being  overlooked,  and  it  was  certainly 
not  in  the  condition  In  which  it  should  leave 
this  Council.  He  would  say  that  his  honourable 
friend  should  not  possibly  think  of  the  Bill 
leaving  the  Council  in  its  present  state ;  it  was 
not  as  perfect  as  they  could  make  it,  and  they 
bad  not  such  a  shortage  of  time  but  that  they 
ooald  take  a  little  time  to  reconsider  some  of 
these  clauses;  and  he  suggested  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  Bill  to  enable  his  honourable 
friend  to  reconstruct  these  clauses,  and  let 
them  put  the  Bill  through  the  Council  in  a 
way  that  would  do  credit  to  them.  He  thought, 
BO  far  as  the  inclusion  of  these  public  institu- 
tions in  the  Bill  was  concerned,  that  the 
Goonoil  bad  pretty  well  made  up  their  minds 
tiiey  were  to  go  in. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  said,  if  the  ad- 
joaznment  took  place,  what  then  became  of 
bis  amendment? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAELER  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  yet  moved  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  said  he  had  not 
yet  had  that  opportunity.  He  had  been  wait- 
ingfor  the  chance. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,  if  the  adjourn- 
ment were  carried  the  honourable  gentleman 
woold  be  in  tiie  same  position  as  he  was  now. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  said,  if  the  adjoom- 
ment  were  carried,  he  supposed,  of  course,  the 
third  reading  would  be  postponed,  and  in  that 
case  he  bad  better  give  notice  of  his  amend- 
ment. His  question  difEored  from  questions 
raised  by  other  honourable  gentlemen. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY  thought  it  was 
desirable  the  debate  should  be  adjourned.  Sub- 
clause (c)  of  clause  2  must  be  read  with  the 
first  part,  which  governed  this  subsection,  and 
gave  a  definite  meaning  to  the  word  **  com- 
pany."   It  said,  **  Company"  shall  mean — 

"  (c.)  Every  bank  and  life  assurance  office* 
including  the  Government  Post-Offioe  Savings- 
Bauk  and  Government  Life  Insurance  Depart- 
ment, and  Public  Trust  Office,  howsoever  or 
wheresoever  registered  or  incorporated,  carry- 
ing on  business  within  the  said  colony,  and 
shall  include  the  liquidator  of  any  company." 

That  did  not  read  correctly.  He  thought 
some  change'  was  necessary  to  reconcile  the 
amendments  to  the  clause,  and  he  would  there- 
fore support  the  adjournment,  so  that  the  Law 
Officers  could  be  consulted. 

Debate  adjourned. 

ANIMALS  PROTECTION  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEB. 

Clause  6. — "  No  game  shall  be  poisoned  on 
any  pretence  whatever." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  moved.  That 
the  clause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  clause  stand  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


0. 


Aybs,  18. 

Barnicoat 

Kenny 

Swanson 

Bolt 

Kerr 

Tomoana 

Bonar 

MacGregor 

Twomey 

Feldwiok 

McLean 

Walker,  L. 

Harris 

Pinkerton 

Walker,  W 

Jennings 

Richardson 
Nobs,  15. 

Williams. 

Arkwright 

Kelly,  T. 

Peacock 

Grace 

McCul  lough 

Reynolds 

Jenkinson 

Montgomery 

Rigg 

Johnston 

Oliver 

Scotland 

Jones 

Ormond 

Taiaroa. 

Majority  for,  3. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  7. — No  game  to  be  trapped. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ARKWRIGHT  moved.  That 
the  clause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  stand  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  20. 

Bolt 

MacGregor 

Swanson 

Feldwick 

McLean 

Tomoana 

Grace 

Morris 

Twomey 

Jennings 

Ormond 

Walker,  L. 

Johnston 

Pinkerton 

Walker.  W.  G, 

Kelly,  W.    . 

'  Peacock 

Williams. 

Kenny 

Richardson 
NOKS,  11. 

Arkwright 

Bonar 

Jenkinson 

Barnicoat 

Harris 

Jones 
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Kelly,  T.  Montgomery      Talaroa. 

MoOullough       Rigg 

Majority  for,  9. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  10. — **  Such  lioense  shall  only  be  issued 
upon  payment  of  the  duty  payable  for  the  same, 
being  such  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  shillings  as 
may  be  fixed  by  notification." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK  moved  to  strike 
out  *•  fifty,"  with  a  view  to  inserting  "  forty  " 
in  lieu  thereof. 

Word  struck  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK  moved  to  insert 
•♦  forty." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Aybs.  16. 

Peldwiok 

McLean 

Pinkerton 

Grace 

Montgomery 

Peacock 

Johnston 

Morris 

Tomoana 

Kelly.  T. 

Oliver 

Walker,  W, 

Kenny 

Ormond 

Williams. 

MacGregor 

Noes,  16. 

Arkwright 

Jennings 

Rigg 

Bamicoat 

Jones 

Swanson 

Bolt 

Kelly,  W. 

Taiaroa 

Bonar 

McCullough 

Tworfey 

Harris 

Richardson 

Walker,  L. 

Jenkinson 

The  Chairman  gave  his  casting-vote  with  the 
"Ayes." 

Word  "  forty  "  inserted,  and  clause  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

Clause  19. — Native  game  not  to  be  taken  or 
killed  without  license,  nor  sold  without  license. 
'  The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  movedjThat  this  Clause 
be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  th  question, 
"  That  the  clause  stand  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  18. 


Bamicoat 

McLean 

Richardson 

Bolt 

Morris 

Scotland 

Feldwick 

Oliver 

Swanson 

Johnston 

Ormond 

Walker,  L. 

Kelly.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Walker,  W. 

MacGregor 

Peacock 
Noes,  15. 

Williams. 

Arkwright 

Jones 

Rigg 

Bonar 

Kelly,  T. 

Shrimski 

Harris 

Kerr 

Taiaroa 

Montgomery 

Tomoana 

Jennings 

Reynolds 

Twomey. 

Majority  for. 

3. 

Clause  retained. 

The  Hon 

Mr.  FELDWICK    moved,  T 

progress  be 

reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  18. 

Arkwright 

Kelly,  T. 

Swanson 

Bonar 

Kerr 

Tomoana 

Jenkinson 

McCullough 

Twomey 

Jennings 

Rigg 

Walker,  L. 

That 


Nobs,  16. 

Bamicoat 

Montgomery 

Peaoook 

Bolt 

Morris 

Scotland 

Feldwick 

Oliver 

Taiaroa 

Harris 

Ormond 

Walker.  W.  0. 

Kelly.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Williams. 

McLean 

Jones 


Majority  against,  3. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

Subsequently,  on  the  motion  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER,  progress  was  reported. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half -past  four 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  2nd  August,  1898. 


Second  Beading— Post-Office  Savings-Bank  Invest- 
ments—Native Teachers— Exported  Timber — 
Cost  of  Locomotives— Registrars  of  Electors — 
Railway  Servants'  Fines— Lunatic  Asylum  Staffs* 
Uniforms— Silver-pine  Sleepers  — Retiring  aad 
Compassionate  Allowances  — Central  Prison  — 
Volunteer  Corps— Horn's  Property,  Whangarei 
— Waimea-Kumara  Water-race,  and  Kamara 
Sludge-channels— Levin  State  Farm— McLean 
Light  Locomotives  Bill  —  Auckland  Electrio 
Lighting  Bill -Public  Trustee— Tokorahi  School 
—Light  Tramways— Assets  Realisation  Board-~ 
Assets  Realisation  Board  —  Codlin-moth-eating 
Bird  —  Tokatoka  Swamp  —  Bunny thorpe  -  Pai- 
merston  Telephone— Mining  Act— Pokuru  Block 
— Hagey  Institute— Bohe  Potae  Lands— Landless 
Natives  and  Half-castes  —  Rohe  Potae  Native 
Lands— Pacific  Cable  Service— Wellington  City 
Reclamation  and  Public  Baths  Bill— Bank  of 
New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill. 


Mr.  Spbaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaybrs. 

SECOND  READING. 
Dairy  Industry  Bill. 

POST-OFFICE  SAVINGS-BANK  INVEST- 
MENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE  (Raiapoi),  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  the  amount  of  the 
annual  losses,  if  any,  in  connection  wi(h  th* 
Post-Office  Saviags-Bank  investments  since  the 
establishment  of  the  department. 

NATIVE  TEACHERS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley), 
it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  ihim 
House  a  return  showing  the  number  of  persons 
of  both  sexes  of  the  Native  race  employed  in 
the  public  schools,  both  Native  and  European, — 
(1)  As  pupil  -  teachers  in  training ;  (2)  as 
assistant  teachers  ;  and  (8)  as  teachers  in  sole 
charge  of  public  schools.  This  return  to  be  for 
the  year  ending  the  81st  December,  1897. 

EXPORTED  TIMBER. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUTHIB  (Wellington 
City),  it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  b&re 
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ihi£  House  a  retam  showing  separately  all  pay- 
ments daring  the  last  five  years  on  aooount 
•of  exported  timber,  whether  for  oost,  transit, 
storage,  sale-expenses,  or  otherwise,  and  the 
total  loss  resulting  thereby  on  eaoh  shipment. 


COST  OP  LOCOMOTIVES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington 
<3ity),  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  return  showing  the  ascertained  er 
•estimated  cost  of  the  locomotives  now  being 
-constructed  of  Class  U  and  of  Class  Wa. 


REGISTRARS  OF  ELECTORS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TANNER  (Avon),  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  giving  a  list  of  all  the  Registrars 
of  Electors  in  this  colony,  with  the  names  of 
the  dittricts  in  which  they  officiate,  the  other 
public  positions  held  by  them  (if  any),  and  the 
salary  or  other 'payment  made  to  each  in  con- 
nection with  his  duties  as  Registrar. 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS'  FINES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MONTGOMERY 
/Ellesmere),  it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid- 
before  this  House  a  return  showing, ~(1)  The 
amount  of  fines  imposed  on  railway  servants 
from  the  time  the  Government  assumed  control 
of  the  railways  to  the  Slat  March  last;  and 
(2)  the  amount  for  an  equal  period  under  the 
•Commissioners'  control. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUM  STAFFS*  UNIFORMS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  R0LLE3T0N  (Riooar- 
ton),  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  return  showing  to  what  extent 
the  vote  for  uniforms  for  the  staffs  in  the  several 
lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony  has  been  given 
effect  to. 

SILVER-PINB  SLEEPERS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington 
City),  it  was  ordered.  That  [there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  return  showing  the  cost,  includ- 
ing, but  setting  forth  separately,  the  items  of 
transit  expenses,  of  the  77,889  silver -pine 
sleepers  used  last  year  on  the  Hurunui~Blu£E 
Section  of  railway ;  and,  similarly,  what  would 
have  been  the  relative  cost  if  matai  or  totara 
had  been  used,  euid  bought  at  prevailing  con- 
tract rates  in  Otago  or  Southland,  or  if  puriri 
«leeperB  had  been  procured  from  the  Auckland 
District. 

RETIRING  AND  COMPASSIONATE 
ALLOWANCES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christ- 
•church  Oity),  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  return  showing, — (1)  The 
amounts  paid  each  year  as  compassionate 
and  retiring  allowances  in  all  the  departments 
of  the  State  service  from  the  1st  April,  1871, 
to  the  31st  March,  1898 ;  (2)  the  amounts  ap- 
plied for  or  recommended  by  Committees  of 
the  House  ;  and  (3)  the  total  number  of  appli- 
oattone  received  during  that  period. 


CENTRAL  PRISON. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki), 
it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  copies  of  all  correspondence  during  the 
years  1875-76  relating  to  the  erection  of  a 
central  prison  near  New  Plymouth  ;  also  plans 
of  proposed  prison  and  estimate  of  cost  of  erec- 
tion of  the  same. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOGG  (Maaterton),  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  of  the  Volunteer  corps  whose 
services  have  been  accepted  during  the  last 
three  months,  giving  the  localities  furnishing 
the  corps,  their  respective  strength,  the  dates 
of  application  aud  acceptance;  also,  similar 
particulars  respecting  the  proposed  corps  whose 
services  have  been  rejected,  the  return  giving 
in  each  instance  the  reason  for  rejection. 

HORN'S  PROPERTY,  WHANGAREI. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata), 
it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  what  was  the  cost  to 
the  Government  of  eradicating  the  vines  on 
Hom*s  property  at  Whangarei ;  what  area  of 
ground  was  treated ;  how  many  men  were  em- 
ployed, and  how  long  was  the  Inspector  occu- 
pied in  this  work;  had  the  Inspector  who 
superintended  this  work  ever  had  any  previous 
experience  of  the  phylloxera,  its  occurrence  and 
treatment ;  how  many  districts  are  now  affected 
with  phylloxera ;  and  does  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  destroy  the  infected  vineyards. 

WAIMBA-KUMARA  WATER-RACE,  AND 
KUMARA  SLUDGE-CHANNELS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington 
City),  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  return  showing  all  expenditure 
in  each  year  for  construction,  extension,  main- 
tenance, or  otherwise  on  the  Waimea-Kumara 
Water-race  and  on  the  several  Kumara  sludge- 
channels  ;  also  all  interest  charged  against 
these  works,  the  amount  provided  for  deprecia- 
tion, and  the  revenue  received,  and  paid  into 
the  Public  Account, 

LEVIN  STATE  FARM. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin), 
it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  the  income  and  ex- 
penditure on  or  in  connection  with  the  State 
Farm  at  Levin  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
March,  1898. 

McLEAN  LIGHT  LOCOMOTIVES  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (Wellington  City)  said 
this  Bill  had  been  before  the  Private  Bills  Com- 
mittee and  he  understood  that  the  report  was 
favourable.  Four  minor  amendments  had 
been  made,  and  a  new  clause  added.  The 
new  clause  which  had  been  added  went  in  the 
direction  of  removing  any  suspicion  of  mono- 
poly that  might  be  urged  against  the  Bill. 
The  Bill  was  simple  in  its  effects,  and  had 
been  brought  into  accord  with  the  wishes  of 
the  municipal  authorities,  and,  as  far  as  he 
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knew,  there  was  no  reason  now  why  the  Bill 
should  not  he  proceeded  with.  He  begged  to 
move,  That  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Oommittee  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MEHEDITH  (Ashley),  said,  before  the 
House  agreed  to  the  amendments  recommended 
by  the  Local  Bills  Committee  he  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
would  only  be  doing  justice  to  members  of  the 
House  if  he  explained  the  alterations  and 
amendments  which  had  taken  place  when  the 
Bill  was  in  Committee.  He  was  ignorant  of 
those  amendments,  and  thought  the  House 
was  entitled  to  a  full  explanation.  He  was 
utterly  opposed  to  any  monopoly,  and  he  did 
not  think,  in  the  public  interest,  a  monopoly 
should  be  given  to  a  gentleman  who  had 
imported  on  his  own  account  motor-cars  for 
the  City  of  Wellington,  purely  as  a  matter  of 
business  speculation  ;  and  the  responsibility 
rested  with  the  importer..  Mr.  McLean  in  this 
Bill  practically  asked  the  House  to  give  him 
a  monopoly  of  the  use  of  motor-cars  in  the 
colony,  with  power  to  tax  the  community. 
He  did  not  think  members  of  the  House 
would  be  consulting  the  public  interest 
if  the  request  were  granted.  Whether  the 
person  in  whose  interest  the  Bill  was  pro- 
moted had  introduced  American  or  English 
oars  did  not  signify  one  iota  to  him  (Mr.  Mere- 
dith). He  rose  merely  in  the  public  interest 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
position.  He,  therefore,  would  ask  the  honour- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  in  order 
to  satisfy  himself,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
House,  to  explain  the  alterations  and  amend- 
ments which  had  been  made  by  the  Committee. 
As  he  was  opposed  to  monopoly  in  every  form, 
he  would  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City)  did  not 
think  the  House  ought  to  consent  to  this  Bill 
proceeding  in  its  present  shape.  He  had  no 
objection  whatever  to  Mr.  McLean  getting  any 
reasonable  concession  and  the  right  to  run  his 
motor-cars.  Motor-cars  were  generally  in  use 
elsewhere.  Mr.  McLean  had  imported  the  cars, 
but  that  afford^  him  no  ground  for  creating  a 
monopoly.  He  did  not  think  suoh  a  monop^y 
as  was  sought  to  be  created  under  this  Bill 
ought  to  be  given.  As  an  illustration,  the  law 
at  the  present  time  prevented  perambulators 
being  used  on  the  footpaths,  but  they  were 
continually  being  wheeled  there  all  the  same, 
and  some  individual,  with  equal  justification, 
might  come  to  the  House  and  ask  that  he 
or  his  wife  should  be  allowed  to  wheel  their 
perambulator  on  the  footpaths,  and  also  that 
other  persons  should  pay  them  a  license-fee. 
There  was  no  justification  for  setting  up  suoh 
rights.  The  proposal  in  the  Bill  was  a  class 
of  monopoly  that  ought  not  to  be  intro- 
duced into  our  legislation.  He  begged  to 
move,  That  the  Bill  be  referred  back  to  the 
Private  Bills  Committee  for  reconsideration, 
with  the  view  of  restricting  the  operations  to 
the  City  of  Wellington,  and  subject  to  the  con- 
trol and  by-laws  of  the  Corporation.  Another 
objectionable  feature  was  that  the  Governor  in 
Council  seemed  to  have  an  overriding  control 
lir.  J.  Huteheson 


in  the  use  of  these  cars.  In  connection  with 
purelv  local  government,  he  thought  the  less 
interference  there  was  by  the  Governor  in. 
Council  the  better.  The  Corporation  ought  to 
have  the  power  to  make  by-laws,  and  to  control 
the  traffic  of  these  motor-cars.  Then,  he  noticed 
that  power  was  taken  to  use  motor-oars  weigh- 
ing four  tons  with  the  load.  He  should  say 
that  was  too  hearf  a  car  for  the  metal  of 
the  streets  of  Wellington.  Mr.  McLean  had 
only  imported  two  cars,  and  he  could  not  for 
that  claim  a  right  over  the  whole  colony,  and 
he  thought  his  rights  ought  to  be  restricted  in 
the  direction  suggested  in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey),  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  which  aealt  with  the  Bill,  would 
take  the  opportunity  of  fully  explaining  the 
amendments  which  had  been  made  in  the  Bill. 
He  did  so  in  order  to  meet  the  objection  raised 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley,  and  also 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  persuade  honourable 
members  not  to  vote  for  the  anmndment  pro- 
posed by  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie).  The  Bill  was  almost 
exactly  in  the  words  of  the  Imperial  statute 
passed  some  two  or  three  years  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  authorising  the  running  of  these 
motor-cars  which  had  recently  come  into  exist- 
ence. These  cars  were  used  not  only  in 
London,  but  also  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
Elingdom.  Therefore  the  objection  as  to 
the  weight  of  the  locomotive  would  not  have 
much  force  with  honourable  members  when 
he  told  the  House  that  the  weight  was  the 
same  as  was  limited  in  the  Imperial  Bill. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City. 
(Mr.  Duthie)  told  them  that  this  was  a  Bill  con- 
ferring a  monopoly  on  Mr.  McLean.  He  thought 
he  should  be  able  to  show  that  any  such  inference 
as  might  have  been  drawn  from  the  Bill  in  ita 
original  shape  when  presented  before  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  taken  away  from  it.  The  Bill 
as  it  now  stood,  under  section  18,  provided  that 
Mr.  McLean  had  not  an  exclusive  right  to  thia 
privilege,  but  that  any  person  who  wished  to 
introduce  motor-oars  into  the  colony  could 
apply,  and  Mr.  McLean  was  obliged  to  grant  to 
that  person,  on  his  applying  to  him,  a  license 
under  this  Act  to  run  his  motor-car  in  any 
part  of  the  colony  he  pleased  on  paying  the 
nominal  fee  of  £8  for  that  license. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Is  that  not  a  monopoly  ? 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said,  No ;  he  would  show 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  Govern- 
ment  had  declined  to  bring  in  a  public  Bill. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Why  did  they  not  do  that  ? 

Mr.  GUINNESS  could  not  tell  why  the  Go- 
vemment  had  not  done  so.  Mr.  McLean  had 
to  go  to  the  expense  of  initiating  a  private  Bill 
to  enable  him  to  run  the  motor-cars  he  had 
imported  and  others  which  he  had  ordered. 
This  was  necessary,  as  under  the  present  law 
no  motor-cars  could  be  run  on  the  streets  or 
roads.  To  pass  a  private  Bill,  honourable 
members  must  know  that  it  cost  the  pro- 
moter between  £100  and  £200  in  fees ;  he  had 
to  deposit  £25  in  the  House,  {)ay  fees  for  adver- 
tising, the  printing  of  the  Bill,  and  also  legal 
charges  attendant  thereto.    It  was,  therefore. 
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though fe  it  woald  not  be  fair  to  oompel  Mr. 
MoLean  to  go  to  this  expense  to  get  a  Bill 
ftnthorising  him  or  any  other  person  be  was 
eompelled  to  license  to  mn  motor-oars,  nnless 
tbey  paid  some  small  fee  to  help  to  repay  Mr. 
McLean  for  the  cost  of  getting  this  Bill 
passed.  Therefore  the  fee  was  fixed  at  £8 
only.  Hononrable  members  woald  see  that,  to 
the  few  persons  who  would  pay  this  £3  to* 
wards  the  £100  or  £200  whioh  Mr.  McLean 
might  be  put  to  it  was  a  nominal  charge  com- 
pared with  what  he  had  to  pay.  Therefore 
this  Bill  was  no  monopoly  at  all,  but  gave  the 
right  to  him  and  to  any  others  who  might  wish 
to  have  the  right  to  the  same  priyileges  upon 
paying  the  nominal  fee  of  £8,  not  for  a  year, 
bat  for  as  long  as  they  wished  to  have  that 
pri^lege.  Another  important  clause  put  into 
the  Bill  was  this :  that  when  the  Parliament 
thought  fit  to  introduce  a  general  measure 
giving  the  necessary  privilege  to  run  motor- 
cars, then  this  Bill  became  void,  and  Mr. 
McLean's  rights  under  it  would  cease  without 
any  claim  for  compensation. 

Mr.  SMITH.^When  wUl  the  public  BUI  be 
introduoed  ? 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  that  was  for  any 
honourable  member  to  consider.  It  was  when 
the  House  liked  to  pass  it.  Private  members 
had  very  little  chance  of  getting  a  public  Bill 
passed  unless  the  Government  took  it  up. 
The  Government  did  not  see  their  way  to  bring 
in  a  publio  Bill  during  this  session,  as  far  as  he 
onderstood.  When  the  Government  were  deal- 
ing with  the  consolidation  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  no  doubt  a  clause  would  be 
introduced  giving  the  same  power  to  Corpora- 
tions to  license  motor-cars  as  was  sought  now 
by  Mr.  McLean  to  use  these  cars  until  that 
general  measure  became  law.  There  had  been 
no  objection  offered  to  the  Bill  by  the  City 
Cooncil  of  Wellington.  The  only  persons 
who  had  any  objection  were  a  few  engi- 
neers who  said  they  were  going  to  manufac- 
ture, or  that  they  had  expended  money  in 
establishing  a  company  to  manufacture,  motor- 
cars, and  the  Oonmiittee  provided  that  tbey 
could  get  the  same  privileges  as  Mr.  McLean 
l>y  getting  a  license,  or  paying  £3  for  a  license, 
which  Mr.  McLean  was  bound  to  grant.  The 
only  alteration  was  in  regard  to  the  rate  of 
miles  per  hour  that  the  motor-cars  should  be 
allowed  to  travel.  The  highest  rate  of  speed  in 
the  English  Act  was  fourteen  miles  within  a 
town,  but  the  Committee  had  limited  it  to 
twelve  miles.  Of  course,  the  Governor  in  Coun- 
cil had  power  to  make  further  regulations  to 
limit  and  regulate  the  running  of  these  motor- 
cars in  regard  to  different  towns  and  cities,  and 
no  doubt  the  regulations  would  provide  the  rate 
of  speed  these  cars  should  travel  at  in  thickly 
populated  cities ;  but  in  the  country  twelve 
miles  an  hour  would  not  be  an  excessive  rate. 
He  hoped  he  had  explained  the  amendments  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashley,  and  that  the  honourable  member  would 
see  his  way  to  support  the  adoption  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Kaiapoi)  said  that,  notwith- 


standing  the  honourable  gentleman's  explana- 
tion, it  wflbs  monstrous  to  ask  the  Hoase  to 
pass  this  Bill.  What  the  Bill  proposed  to  do 
was  to  give  a  private  resident  of  Wellington  a 
monopoly,  so  nur  as  motor-cars  were  ooncemedr 
for  the  whole  of  New  Zealand. 
Mr.  GUINNESS.— You  can  get  it  just  the 


Mr.  MOORE  said  he  was  not  likely  to  apply 
for  it. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked,  Where  was  tha 
monopoly  ? 

Mr.  MOORE  said.  Because  any  person  would 
have  to  nay  Mr.  McLean  a  license-fee  of  £d» 
He  would  have  to  apply  to  a  private  individual 
and  pay  this  fee  before  he  could  make  use  of 
the  roads  of  the  colony.  So  far  as  the  details- 
of  the  measure  went,  that  was  a  matter  he 
would  not  deal  with,  but  it  was  the  question 
of  monopoly  he  certainly  had  an  objection  to.. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Grey  said 
that  this  Bill  before  the  House  was  on  all-fours- 
with  the  Imperial  statute.  It  might  be  so  as 
regarded  the  weight  of  engines,  and  so  forth, 
but  not  so  far  as  giving  a  monopoly  to  a  private 
individual;  and  be  thought  the  honourable 
member  altogether  misled  the  House  when  he 
asked  the  House  to  believe  it  would  not  do  so. 
The  House  would  be  doing  a  great  injustice  if 
it  allowed  this  Bill  to  pass.  The  Government 
had  neglected  so  far  to  bring  down  a  Bill  to 
deal  with  the  working  of  these  motor-cars,  and 
because  they  had  not  done  so  the  honourable 
gentleman  proposed  to  give  a  certain  individual 
a  monopoly.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  down  a  Bill  to  apply  to  the  whole 
colony,  and  the  House  ought  to  set  its  face 
against  passing  a  measure  of  this  sort.  The 
request  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  (Mr.  Duthie)  was  only  reasonable, 
in  order  that  some  alteration  might  be  made, 
or,  rather,  that  a  recommendation  be  made  to 
the  Government  to  bring  in  a  general  Bill.  It 
was  monstrous  to  ask  the  House  to  pass  a  Bill 
to  give  a  monopoly  to  a  private  individual  for 
the  whole  of  New  Zealand,  and  he  should 
therefore  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SLIGO  (Dunedin  City)  said  he  was  going 
to  support  the  original  motion.  He  thought 
it  somewhat  extraordinary  to  hear  honourable 
gentlemen  talking  of  creating  a  monopoly, 
which  monopoly  could  be  extinguished  by  the 
payment  of  £3.  It  had  been  asked,  Why  did  it 
apply  to  other  parts  of  the  colony  ?  For  this 
reason :  He  supposed  no  man  importing  such  a 
car  as  this  would  be  allowed  to  run  it  any  more 
than  he  would  in  Wellington,  without  some 
such  measure.  Really  he  thought  it  was  only 
fair  to  Mr.  McLean  that,  having  been  obliged 
to  go  to  the  expense  of  getting  this  Bil)  to 
enable  him  to  use  the  cars,  he  should  have 
some  chance'  of  recouping  himself  to  some  ex- 
tent for  enabling  others  to  participate  in  the 
same  privilege.  That  he  would  fully  recoup 
himself  he  did  not  suppose  it  likely.  He  did 
not  suppose  there  would  be  sufficient  motor- 
cars introduced  to  repay  him  the  expense 
he  has  been  put  to  in  introducing  this  Bill. 
The  fees  of  £8  which  he  was  likely  to  receive  - 
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'Would  oertainly  leave  bim  oat  of  pocket.  So 
iar  as  he  knew,  no  motor-car  could  be  run 
witbout  Bome  auch  BiU  as  this  being  passed. 
He  tbongbt  tbe  license- fee  asked  for  was  a 
yery  moderate  one  indeed.  Mr.  McLean  him- 
self put  down  tbe  fee  at  less  than  £3,  and  it 
was  tbe  members  of  tbe  Committee  who  sug- 
gested that  motor-cars  would  never  be  intro 
-duoed  in  sufficient  numbers  to  give  bim  even  a 
reasODable  percentage  of  his  money  back,  and 
'therefore  they  raised  the  sum  to  £3.  Of  course, 
.at  any  time  any  individual  who  chose  could 
submit  a  Bill  to  Parliament,  and  if  it  passed 
be  could  run  cars  anywhere  be  liked  without 
paying  any  fee  to  Mr.  McLean.  If  there  was 
any  individual  who  thought  that  would  be 
cheaper  than  the  method  proposed  under  this 
Bill,  he  could  approach  the  House  at  any  time 
with  that  view. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  wished  to  ask  Mr. 
.Speaker  a  question.  Was  it  competent  to 
•strike  out  all  tbe  words  after  **  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  "  in  the  amendment? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  first  question  he 
•would  put  to  the  House  would  be,  That  the 
words  '  the  amendments  made  by  tbe  Com- 
mittee be  agreed  to  "  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion." If  that  were  negatived  the  next  question 
•he  would  put  would  be,  That  the  words  of  the 
amendment  (Mr.  Dutbie's)  be  added  instead  "  ; 
to  which  amendments  might  be  proposed  by 
way  of  inserting,  omitting,  or  adding  other 
words. 

Mr.  CABSON  (Wanganui)  thought  the  object 
of  the  amendment  was  to  prevent  any  person 
running  motor-cars  in  any  part  of  the  colony 
except  Wellingt  >n.  He  did  not  know  why  the 
Government  had  not  fathered  this  Bill.  If  it 
was  a  proper  thing  that  motorcars  should  be 
run  in  cities  in  the  Old  World,  surely  we  in 
New  Zealand  were  as  far  advanced,  and  should 
also  have  the  same  advantage.  Mr.  McLean 
bad  found  that  he  y^as  prohibited  from  running 
his  locomotives,  and  to  get  over  the  difficulty 
had  actually  gone  to  the  expense  of  having  a 
Bill  introduced.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed, 
then,  that  be  would  desire  the  whole  colony  to 
have  the  benefit  of  any  legislation  that  might 
be  passed  on  his  initiative  unless  he  was  to  be 
recouped  to  some  extent  for  the  outlay  he  had 
-been  put  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  said  the  posi- 
•tion  was  a  most  extraordinary  one.  These 
motor-cars  had  been  in  Wellington  for  some 
time  to  the  loss  of  the  enterprising  owner,  and 
he  had  no  objection  to  putting  that  gentleman 
or  any  other  progressive  colonist  on  a  fair  and 
just  footing ;  but  what  he  did  not  understand 
was  why  the  Qovernment  had  not  taken  up  the 
•  question  of  amending  the  law,  so  that  not  only 
Mr.  McLean  but  any  other  person  in  New 
Zealand  could  import  these  cars  and  use  them ; 
in  short,  to  put  local  bodies  in  the  same  posi- 
tion with  respect  to  these  oars  as. to  traction- 
engines,  or  any  other  vehicles  moved  by  either 
steam-  or  horse-power.  He  was  willing  to  do 
every  justice  to  Mr.  McLean,  but  at  tbe  same 
time  he  was  of  opinion  that  this  Bill  was  one 
.'that  should  not  have  been  brought  before  the 
Mr.  Sligo 


House  at  all.  The  Goyemment  of  the  day 
should  have  dealt  with  Mr.  McLean's  difficulty 
by  introducing  a  Bill  to  deal  generally  with  the 
whole  question,  and  be  hoped  the  Premiev 
would  yet  tell  the  House  that  that  would  ba 
done.  It  was  not  creditable  to  the  Government 
of  tbe  dsy  that  Mr.  McLean  should  have  been 
put  to  the  expense  he  bad  been  put  to  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau)  said  that  any  one  could 
import  these  motor-cars,  but  no  one  had  the 
right  to  run  tbem,  and  tbe  local  authority  could 
not  grant  a  license  when  they  were  here. 
Mr.  McLean  had  imported  one,  but  found  he 
could  not  use  it,  and,  having  gone  to  some 
expense  in  trying  to  get  over  that  difficulty,  it 
was  only  right  that  lie  should  be  recouped  to 
some  extent  for  the  outlay  he  was  compelled 
to  make  in  putting  this  private  Bill  through 
the  House.  If  Mr.  McLean's  venture  proved  a 
success,  others  would  follow  with  other  cars, 
so  that  Mr.  McLean,  if  allowed  to  make  a 
charge,  would  very  soon  be  recouped.  It  might 
meet  the  case  if  he  was  limited  to  charge  only 
a  certain  number,  and  that  when  the  expenses 
were  refunded,  his  right  to  collect  any  fees 
should  cease. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  said  the  Bill  bad 
been  placed  in  his  hands  only  within  the 
previous  few  minutes,  so  that  he  had  had  no 
time  to  consider  it.  He  gathered,  however, 
from  the  explanation  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Grey,  that  the  Bill  provided  that 
a  gentleman  named  McLean,  resident  in  the 
City  of  Wellington,  and  who  had  promoted 
this  Bill,  should  have  the  right  to  compel  any- 
one in  the  colony  who  might  import  or  use  a 
motor-car  to  pay  to  bim  a  sum  of  £3  for  the 
right  so  to  do.  Why  should  Mr.  McLean  have 
that  right  ?  It  had  been  said  he  should  have 
the  right  so  that  he  might  be  recouped  to 
some  extent  for  the  expense  be  had  been  pat 
to  in  getting  this  Bill  through  Parliament.  In 
answer  to  that,  he  would  say  that  Mr.  McLean 
had  introduced  this  measure  in  his  own 
interests,  and  tbe  proper  thing  for  bim  to  do 
was  to  recoup  himself  out  of  the  profits  of  his 
cars,  and  not  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  general 
public.  He  (Mr.  Massey)  objected  to  mono- 
polies in  any  form,  and  he  considered  that  this 
was  the  most  extraordinary  Bill  that  had  been 
introduced  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
House.  He  would  vote  fpr  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Duthie. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey)  wished  to  deny,  as 
stated  by  tbe  member  for  Franklin,  that  he 
had  said  that  any  person  would  have  to  pay 
£d  to  Mr.  McLean.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
Bill  to  compel  any  person  to  pay  that  amount 
to  Mr.  McLean,  unless  they  wanted  tbe  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  (Marsden)  was  surprised 
at  the  Chairman  of  Committees  trying  to  mis- 
lead the  House.  He  did  not  wish  to  stop  Mr. 
McLean  from  running  mo  tor- oars  in  Welling- 
ton ;  but  why  should  he  have  a  monopoly,  and 
be  able  to  say  that  motor-cars  should  not  be 
run  in  Auckland,  Wellington,  Christcburch,  or 
Donedin  without  his  permission?    It  migh^ 
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be  that  Mr.  McLean  would  make  a  condition 
that  eyery  person  who  wished  to  possess  a 
motor-oar  would  have  to  buy  througn  him  or 
his  agents.  He  certainly  regarded  the  Bill  as 
one  that  would  create  a  monopolv,  and  under 
it,  apparently,  Mr.  McLean  coula  do  what  he 
liked  so  long  as  no  public  Bill  was  brought  in. 
What  claim  had  Mr.  McLean  on  the  colony  for 
such  a  monopoly?  He  had  no  right  at  all. 
The  House  should  allow  Mr.  McLean  to  run 
these  oars  in  Wellington  if  he  chose,  but  beyond 
that  they  should  give  him  no  right.  To  extend 
to  him  the  monopoly  proposed  under  this  Bill 
would  be  monstrous,  and  he  was  surprised  that 
the  Government  allowed  such  a  Bill  to  come 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  was  rather  amused  at 
the  turn  the  debate  had  taken.  There  was  no 
necessity  for  it.  To  put  the  issue  fairly  before 
the  House,  he  would  state  the  position.  As 
the  Bill  was  originally  introduced  it  applied  to 
Wellington ;  and,  seeing  that  every  other  part 
of  the  colony  was  in  the  same  position,  the 
Bill  had  been  made  of  general  application. 
They  recognised  the  rights  of  the  parties  who 
introduced  the  Bill,  and,  under  these  circum- 
stances, Mr.  McLean  by  so  doing,  if  what  was 
contended  was  correct,  became  a  public  bene- 
factor  

OQ         An  Hon.  Mbmbbr. — For  which  we 
are  going  to  pay  him  handsomely.    It 
is  another  taxing  Bill. 

Mr.  BEDDON  said  honourable  members 
might  laugh,  but  they  could  not  get  over  the 
fact  that  the  result  was  as  he  had  already 
stated.  Now,  they  had  been  told  that  in  the 
Bill  as  originally  introduced  this  fee  was  simply 
a  nominal  one. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— There  was  no  fee  at 
all. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  making  the  Bill  have 
a  general  application,  the  right  was  also  in- 
serted by  the  Committee  of  allowing  Mr. 
McLean  to  collect  the  sum  of  £8  from  all 
persons  obtaining  the  license.  That  was  done, 
and  they  had  no  right  to  prejudice  Mr.  McLean 
in  the  matter,  because  it  was  desired  to  make 
the  Bill  of  general  application.  The  next 
phase  of  the  question  was  this :  Why  did  not 
the  Government  bring  in  a  Bill?  Well,  the 
moment  the  Government  brought  in  such  a 
Bill  as  this  there  would  be  a  general  onslaught. 
They  knew  that  the  Government  could  not, 
under  existing  conditions,  pass  one  Bill  in  a 
night ;  sometimes  it  took  five  or  six  nights 
to  pass  a  Bill.  If  the  Government  attempted 
to  bring  in  this  Bill  there  would  be  a  general 
onslaught'  upon  it  no  doubt,  and  it  would 
be  said  that  the  Government  were  bringing 
in  a  measure  to  give  power  to  introduce  motor- 
ears,  to  the  detriment  of  the  farmers.  There 
would  be  arguments  of  an  insurmountable 
eharacter  urged  against  such  a  measure  if  the 
Government  introduced  it,  and  the  Govern- 
ment therefore  did  not  see  its  way  to  intro- 
duce it.    But  he  was  quite  prepared 

An  Hon.  Mevbeb. — ^To  take  up  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Not  to  take  up  the  Bill. 
He  was  not  going  to  take  up  the  Bill,  as  he 


did  not  think  there  would  be  the  least  chance 
of  getting  it  through  this  session.  Properly 
speaking,  such  a  measure  should  take  the  form 
of  an  amendment  to  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act.  There  was  this  also :  Members  seemed  to 
forget  that  if  they  gave  the  power  to  the  local 
bodies  to  make  the  necessary  regulations,  the 
representatives  on  those  local  bodies  would  not 
grant  the  licenses,  and  would  make  such  regu- 
lations that  the  motor-cars  could  not  be  used. 

An  Hon.  Mjbmbbb.— Why  not  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  did  it  at  Home,  and 
if  they  gave  the  ^wer  to  the  local  bodies  they 
would  not  exercise  it,  and  an  Act  had  to  be 
brought  into  the  Imperial  Parliament  because 
the  local  bodies  would  not  exercise  the  power  of 
granting  the  licenses.  It  was  no  use  blinking, 
the  fact  of  what  the  result  would  be.  While 
they  might  issue  regulations  giving  the  local 
bodies  power  to  issue  licenses  they  would  not 
avail  themselves  of  that  power,  and  then  where 
would  those  persons  who  had  bought  the  motor- 
oars  be  ?  He  would  be  no  party  to  passing  a 
Bill  that  would  give  the  right  to  a  local  body  to 
prevent  the  public  of  New  Zealand  having  the 
benefit  of  these  cars,  or  any  other  people  who 
might  come  here. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Refuse  to  give  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  would  mean  "  While 
the  grass  was  growing  the  horse  was  starving."^ 

An  Hon.  Member. — Trust  the  people. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  reckon  that 
those  representatives  who  were  on  the  County 
Councils  in  some  districts  represented  the 
people.  They  were  simply  the  representativea 
of  a  certain  class  of  people — a  small  minority 
of  the  people — and  they  were  very  selfish  too. 

An  Hon.  MEMBEB.^Some. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes,  not  all.  In  regard 
to  representatives  for  that  House,  they  found 
that  the  wider  the  franchise  the  more  capable 
the  representatives  were,  and  they  represented 
larger  communities.  Coming  back  to  the  Bill, 
he  would  like  to  see  it  passed ;  but  the  ques- 
tion was,  how  could  they  pass  it  so  that  justice 
might  be  done  to  Mr.  McLean,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  public  might  be  given  the  op- 
portunity of  having  this  privilege?  It  might 
oe  done  by  converting  it  into  a  public  Bill  and 
providing  for  Mr.  McLean  being  reimbursed 
some  of  his  expenses.  It  would  not  do  to 
provide  that  those  expenses  should  be  borne 
by  every  person  using  the  privilege.  It  would 
be  better  for  the  House  to  pay  to  Mr.  McLean,, 
say,  a  portion  of  his  costs.  If  it  had  cost  him 
£100,  let  the  House  pay  £50 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Why  should  the  House 
do  thai  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  because  they  were  giving 
the  people  the  benefit  of  the  legislation  he  had 
promoted.  Instead  of  making  the  license  of 
£8  payable  by  whoever  used  the  cars,  simply 
say  there  should  be  no  special  power  given 
to  anybody,  but,  in  order  to  give  all  the  benefit 
of  the  system,  reimburse  Mr.  McLean  a  portion 
of  his  expenses.  The  Bill  had  been  brought  in 
in  the  public  interest,  and,  if  it  were  conceded 
that  it  was  in  the  public  interest,  and  that  it 
should  have  general  application,  the  pubtia 
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ought  to  pay  something  towards  the  expenses 
to  whioh  the  promoters  had  been  pat.  He 
hoped,  then,  that  woald  be  agreed  to,  becaase 
that  was  what  had  really  actuated  the  Select 
Committee  in  putting  the  claase  into  the  Bill. 
If  this  concession  were  conceded  there  could 
be  no  complaint,  and  they  would  get  over  the 
-diffioalty  that  had  been  raised  as  to  the  Bill 
conferring  a  monopoly  on  one  person.  He  had 
asked  the.  question  whether  the  Bill  could  be 
recommitted  with  the  view  of  eliminating  the 
.jgd  license-fee,  and  on  the  understanding  that 
the  costs  of  Mr.  McLean  up  to  a  certain 
amount  should  be  refunded  to  him. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Would  not  that  establish 
^  most  vicious  principle  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Certainly  not.  It  would 
cost  more  money  if  the  Government  introduced 
•a  Bill  to  pass  it  through  the  House  than  to  pay 
iialf  the  expense  Mr.  McLean  had  incurred  in 
getting  this  Bill  through.  There  was  no  need 
on  the  part  of  honourable  members  to  ask  the 
question,  as  it  would  cost  more  money  for  the 
Government  to  introduce  and  pass  a  Bill 
through  all  its  stages  than  to  pay  half  of  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  promoters  of  this 
'legislation. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— You  are  costing  the 
'Oountry  money  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON  regretted  to  say  he  was  not 
the  only  one  who  had  taken  up  the  time 
of  the  House  on  this  matter.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  object  to  that  portion  of  the 
amendment  which  stated  that  the  Bill  should 
only  apply  to  Wellington.  Why  should  other 
parts  of  the  colony  not  have  the  benefit 
of  motor-cars  under  any  law  that  might  be 
passed?  He  objected  to  give  a  right  to  the 
local  bodies  to  make  ^regulations,  because  they 
would  make  regulations  that  would  prove  to  be 
unworkable,  (vnd  confiict  would  be  brought 
about  as  between  the  local  bodies,  not  only  in 
Wellington,  but  throughout  the  colony.  As  far 
as  he  could  gather,  the  mind  of  the  House  was 
against  the  privilege  being  given  if  it  were 
to  apply  to  Wellington  alone,  and,  that  being 
the  case,  instead  of  jeopardising  the  Bill, 
he  would  have  liked  to  move  that  the  Bill 
be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  to  deal 
with  that  phase  of  the  question.  Making  it 
applicable  only  to  Wellington,  or  the  system 
operative  only  under  regulations  made  by 
local  bodies,  would  be  of  no  use  whatever,  and 
it  would  be  of  no  use  to  pass  the  Bill  at  all. 
He  had  been  advised  that  he  could  not  get 
it  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  rather 
than  have  the  Bill  jeopardised  by  insisting  on 
the  £3  license-fee,  it  would  be  better'  to  agree 
to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
a  direction  to  eliminate  that  clause.  If  this 
were  done  he  would  give  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  whether  Mr.  McLean  was 
to  be  reimbursed,  and  the  Bill  made  general. 
That  was,  he  thought,  the  best  solution  of  the 
matter.  He  thought  he  had  made  the  matter 
clear,  and  in  that  case  he  would  vote  against 
the  amendment,  and  if  the  amendment  were 
carried  he  would  propose  to  limit  it  entirely 
'to  the  license. 

Mr.Stddon 


Mr.  FRASEB  (Wakatipu)  said  he  could  not 
follow  the  Premier  in  his  aigument  about  local 
bodies.  They  were  constantly  being  told  in 
the  House  that  they  ought  to  extend  the 
powers  of  local  bodies,  that  they  ought  to  diveat 
the  House  of  many  of  its  powers  and  vest  them 
in  local  bodies.  Tet  they  were  told  in  the 
same  breath  that  local  bodies  cannot  be  trusted 
to  know  what  was  best  for  themselves  in  regard 
to  whether  or  not  these  motor-cars  should  be 
allowed  to  run.  That  was  his  chief  objection 
to  the  Bill.  He  had  looked  through  its  clauses 
carefully,  and  he  failed  to  see  one  word  whioh 
gave  a  local  body  a  voice  in  the  matter.  In 
fact  they  were  told  that  the  chief  merit  of  the 
Bill  was  that  local  bodies  were  not  to  have  any 
voice  in  the  matter.  He  would  raise  his 
voice  against  such  a  principle,  if  he  were  the 
only  one  in  the  House  to  do  so.  Was  it  not 
easy  to  conceive  that  in  some  of  the  large  towns 
there  might  be  very  good  reasons  indeed  for 
objecting  to  allow  motor-cars  to  run  ?  Yet  if 
this  Bill  became  law,  any  person,  by  paying 
£8  to  Mr.  McLean,  could  run  a  motor-car  in 
any  town  or  borough  in  the  colony. 

An  Hon.  Mumbbb.— How  and  where  he  likes. 

Mr.  FRASEB  said,  Well,  not  quite  that;  he 
presumed  they  would  have  certain  powers  of 
regulation,  though  there  was  nothing  in  the 
Bill  to  show  it,  and  that  was  his  chief  objection 
to  the  Bill.  It  was  said  that  no  one  was  ever 
convinced  by  argument  in  this  House,  but  he 
must  confess  that  when  he  first  read  the  Bill 
he  thought  there  was  a  huge  monopoly  being 
conferred  on  Mr.  McLean,  but  he  did  not  think 
so  now.  He  could  see  very  well  that  in  some 
parts  of  the  colony,  where  the  people  wanted  to 
have  motor-cars,  any  person  would  be  enabled 
to  run  them  at  a  much  less  cost  than  if  he  had 
to  bring  in  a  private  Bill  to  enable  him  to  do 
so.  Under  this  Bill  he  would  simply  have  to 
pay  a  fee  of  £3 ;  he  did  not  base  his  objection 
to  this  Bill  on  that  ground  at  all,  but  on  the 
question  that  the  local  bodies  were  not  to  be 
consulted  as  to  whether  cars  should  run  within 
their  boundaries  or  not. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellin^n  City)  said  he  had 
conferred  with  the  Premier,  and  now  proposed, 
with  the  leave  of  the  House,  to  withdraw  the 
latter  part  of  his  amendment,  leaving  it  a 
matter  of  referring  it  back  to  the  Committee, 
which  would  be  guided  by  the  views  expressed, 
and  recast  the  Bill  as  a  general  measure  for 
the  whole  colony. 

Leave  granted,  and  amendment  altered  to 
read,  **That  the  Bill  be  referred  back  to  the 
Comjnittee  for  reconsideration.'* 

Mr.  McGUIBE  (Hawera)  said  he  was  very 
much  surprised  at  the  attit^de  of  the  Premier 
on  the  occasion,  m  assisting  Mr.  William 
McLean  to  have  a  Bill  passed  that  the  City 
Council  of  Wellington  was  opposed  to.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  was  to 
allow  Mr.  McLean  to  have  a  monopoly  of  light 
locomotives  not  only  in  the  City  of  Wellington, 
but  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  New 
Zealand ;  and  Mr.  McLean  and  his  assigns 
would  be  allowed  under  the  Bill  to  issue 
licenses,  and  zeoeive  the  sum  of  £8  for  every 
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license  issaed.  It  woald  be  within  the  re- 
collection of  honourable  members  that  last 
session,  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Pan^ll  introduced  the  Hawera  Gas  Bill,  the 
Premier  was  opposed  to  it.  Honourable  mem- 
bers were  well  aware  why  the  Premier  was 
supporting  this  Bill,  and  also  why  he  opposed 
the  Bill  introduced  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Parnell.  The  Borough  Council  of  Hawera 
bad  made  an  agreement  with  the  Hawera 
<}as  Company,  but,  notwithstanding  that 
agreement,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  went 
out  of  his  way  to  attack  that  Bill.  Now,  the 
Premier  was  under  the  impression  that  the 
present  Bill  would  go  through  without  opposi- 
tion, and  he  was  determined  to  sit  tight;  and 
be  would  have  done  so  had  not  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
moved  his  amendment.  The  Premier  haa 
refrained  from  taking  a  part  until  honourable 
members  in  different  parts  of  the  House  had 
«poken.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  action  taken 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
he  would  have  let  this  Bill  pass  as  it  was ;  and 
if  it  had  passed  in  this  House,  and  had  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  through  in  another  place,  it 
would  have  been  giving  Mr.  McLean  and  his 
■assigns  a  huge  monopoly  which  no  private 
individual  had  the  right  to  enjoy.  He  was 
surprised  and  pained  that  the  Premier  did 
not  act  straightforwardly  to  all  classes  of  the 
•community,  and  not  in  favour  of  one  indi- 
vidual. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  acted  straight  against  your 
Bill,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  McGUIKE  said  the  position  taken  up  by 
the  Premier  this  session  was  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  the  position  taken  up  by  him  last 
session,  so  the  Premier  was  not  guided  by 
any  principle  of  honour  and  political  honesty. 
He  had  last  year  taken  every  opportunity  to 
attend  the  Committee  and  upset,  as  far  as  he 
was  able,  a  private  Bill,  and  to  attack  it ;  but 
be  had  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag,  and  showed 
that  he  was  not  working  in  the  interest  of  the 
people,  but  in  the  interest  of  a  few  individuals. 
The  part  acted  by  the  Premier  on  that  occa- 
sion was  unworthy  of  the  political  position  of 
the  Premier.  An  arrangement  that  had  been  en- 
tered into  by  the  two  parties — the  local  body 
on  the  one  hand  and  a  company  on  the  other, 
and  which  was  in  the  interest  of  both  parties- 
had  not  been  faithfully  carried  out  on  account 
of  the  extraordinary  action  of  the  Premier. 
On  the  present  occasion  he  had  taken  every 
opportunity  to  let  this  Bill  slip  through  ;  and 
every  honourable  member  knew  if  passed  in 
the  way  it  was  brought  down  it  would  create  a 
huge  monopoly,  and  one  that  should  not  be 
tolerated.  Indeed,  if  the  Government  did 
their  duty  they  would  step  in  and  introduce  a 
measure  themselves  ;  and  ne  trusted  the  House 
would  see  that  was  done,  and  he  hoped  for  the 
future  the  Premier  would  act  straightfor- 
wardly. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (Wellington  City)  said 
he  was  rather  amused  to  hear  the  apparently 
honest  indignation  of  some  honourable  mem- 
bozB  at  this  allegedly  horrible  job.    He  believed 


that  the  principal  objections  that  had  as  yet 
been  raised  against  the  Bill  were  due  to  insuf- 
ficient information  on  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  which  was  probably  owing  to  members 
not  having  made  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Committee.  It 
was  impossible  for  him  to  anticipate  all  the 
objections  of  honourable  members  when  intro- 
ducing the  Bill,  and  for  that  reason  he  gave  as 
little  ground  as  possible  for  objections;  but  now 
that  he  had  heard  the  principal  objections  he 
thought  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  him  to 
remove  some  of  the  false  impressions  from  the 
minds  of  honourable  members.  What  were  the 
facts  of  the  case  ?  It  had  been  proposed  by 
several  honourable  members  that  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  should  be  restricted  to  the  City  of 
Wellington,  and  it  had  been  stated  that  the 
Bill  conferred  a  huge  monopoly  on  one  indi- 
vidusJ.  If  effect  were  given  to  that  proposal 
it  would  establish  a  monopoly,  inasmuch  as 
every  other  person  outside  Wellington  would 
be  precluded  from  getting  these  motor-cars.  To 
come  shortly  to  business,  the  burden  of  the  ob- 
jections seems  to  lie  in  the  fact  that  this  Bill 
would  give  a  monopoly  the  cash  value  of  which 
would  be  £3  per  machine.  Now,  the  gentleman 
who  was  promoting  the  Bill  himself  reduced 
the  liceose-fee  to  the  proposed  amount  of  £3 
after  the  Private  Bills  Committee  had  fixed 
the  sum  at  £5.  He  said,  rather  than  that 
there  should  be  the  slightest  belief  that  he 
wanted  to  blackmail  the  general  public  and 
obtain  a  monopoly,  he  would  remove  all  colour 
of  impost  from  the  matter;  and  now,  sooner 
than  his  honesty  of  purpose  should  be  im- 
pugned, he  was  willing  to  make  the  fee  Is. 
That  would  not,  however,  be  fair  or  honest. 
He  did  not  presume  to  say  that  there  was 
any  philanthropic  motive  on  the  part  of 
the  promoter  of  the  Bill.  He  was  a  busi- 
ness man  doing  a  business  transaction.  He 
found  that  he  was  tied  up  by  a  conflict  of 
legal  opinions,  and  that  it  was  safer  to  come 
to  Parliament  to  make  his  operations  secure. 
He  might  have  tried  the  law  and  have  run  his 
cars,  because  he  had  been  furnished  with  a 
legal  opinion  telling  him  that  he  was  entitled 
to  run  the  cars  under  the  present  city  by-laws  ; 
but  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  doing  so  he  had 
come  to  Parliament  and  asked  for  legislation. 
Now,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Wellington 
there  were  six  or  seven  boroughs,  which  were 
entered  immediately  you  got  outside  the  Wel- 
lington boundaries,  and  unless  they  could  go 
outside  the  city  boundaries  the  cars  would  be 
useless.  What  on  earth  use  would  they  be  if 
they  were  to  be  run  only  within  the  City  of 
Wellington  ?  They  might  as  well  tell  him  to 
throw  them  over  the  end  of  the  Queen's  Wharf. 
The  cars  the  promoter  at  present  had  in  the 
colony  were  not  worth  a  single  cent  for 
revenue-producing  purposes.  He  questioned 
whether  they  would  earn  enough  for  mainten- 
ance and  wear -and- tear  ;  and  before  the 
promoter  of  the  Bill  could  introduce  into  the 
colony  omnibus-cars  he  was  solemnly  etssured 
twelve  months  must  elapse,  and  if  the  power 
now  sought  proved    in  the  meantime  detri- 
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mental  to  the  general  public  an  opportanitj 
would  be  given,  in  consonance  with  the  con- 
cluding clause,  which  had  also  been  suggested 
by  the  promoter  at  his  instigation  to  safeguard 
the  colony  against  any  absolute  monopoly, 
and  a  general  measure  could  be  introduced 
which  would,  in  terms  of  the  amendment, 
repeal  the  present  Bill  and  wipe  out  all  the 
claims  the  promoter  might  have  against  the 
country  or  any  individual.  That  being  so, 
where  could  be  the  objection,  and  where  was 
the  ground  to  base  the  assertion  of  monopoly 
apon?  It  was  only  a  question  of  degree.  If 
the  £8  license  was  held  to  constitute  a  mono- 
poly, by  all  means  take  it  down  to  what  would 
make  it  not  a  monopoly.  They  could  bring  it 
down  to  Is.  He  was  assured  bv  the  promoter, 
and  without  claiming  philantnropic  motives, 
that  this  legislation  would  cost  him  £200 
or  more.  No  one  had  asked  him  to  bring  in 
this  legislation  to  enable  them  to  run  cars ;  but, 
having  done  so  on  his  own  behalf,  and  from 
quite  selfish  motives,  why  was  he  not  to  take 
advantage  of  it  ?  Seeing  that  others  were  going 
to  have  all  the  privileges  the  legislation  gave  to 
the  promoter,  should  they  not  pay  something  ? 
'*  What  for  no  ?  "  Was  not  this  gentleman  the 
first  to  avail  himself  of  the  cars  ?  Had  he  not 
shown  enterprise  that  entitled  him  to  con- 
sideration ?  He  (Mr.  Hutoheson)  was  no  advo- 
cate of  private  enterprise,  as  honourable  gentle- 
men knew,  especially  when  it  meant  monopoly, 
but  this  was  a  case  in  which  he  was  satisfied 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  did  not  give  any 
monopoly,  and  that  was  why  he  supported  it. 
He  had  stipulated  before  he  touched  it  for  the 
proviso  whereby  the  promoter  had  legislated 
himself  out  of  the  monopoly.  That  was  drafted 
before  be  touched  the  Bill,  for  he  had  said, 
**  Draft  a  clause  that  will  satisfy  me  that  you 
have  no  desire  for  monopoly,  or  to  exclude  any 
other  colonist  from  going  into  the  same  thing, 
for  I  will  not  consent  to  take  the  Bill  until  you 
do  that.'*  The  amendment  that  the  Bill  be 
referred  back  to  the  Private  Bills  Committee 
was,  if  he  understood  it  aright,  in  order  that 
consideration  might  be  shown  to  the  promoter 
of  the  Bill  to  the  extent  of  bearing  with  him  a 
moiety  of  the  cost  of  the  legislation,  and  that 
an  amendment  making  the  fee  a  nominal  one 
of  a  few  shillings  might  be  introduced.  He  had 
no  objection  to  that ;  it  seemed  to  him  fair  and 
reasonable;  but  this  measure  was  necessary, 
seeing  that  a  general  one  had  not  been  intro- 
duced. <*  Heaven  helped  those  who  helped 
themselves,"  and  it  was  in  that  spirit 
the  promoter  had  brought  up  this  private  Bill. 
He  was  satisfied  there  was  no  contravention  of 
the  city  by-laws  in  the  Bill.  An  honourable 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  Governor  in 
Council  would  practically  supersede  the  local 
governing  body.  But  if  honourable  gentlemen 
would  carefully  read  the  amendment  that  had 
been  submitted  by  the  Wellington  City  Council 
they  would  surely  see  that  that  was  not  the 
case.  In  clause  9  there  were  these  words : 
"All  regulations  under  this  Act  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  regulations  or  by-laws  made 
by  any  local  authority  affecting  vehicles  gene- 
Mr,  J.  Hutcheson 


rally  shall  have  full  effect."  That  quite  altered 
the  tenor  of  the  whole  clause ;  it  brought  alti 
under  and  subject  to  the  administration  of 
the  local  body,  and  did  that  which  honour- 
able members  complained  had  not  been  done. 
Again,  in  clause  12  there  was  an  amendment 
inserted  at  the  instigation  of  the  local  govern- 
ing body,  "  the  local  authority  issuing  tb»- 
license  in  respect  thereof."  That  was  that 
the  license-fee  should  be  paid  not  to  the 
promoter  of  the  Bill,  as  it  might  have  been* 
but  to  the  local  governing  authority ;  and». 
inasmuch  as  that  body  received  the  license-fee,, 
it  could  dictate  conditions  and  terms  as  affect- 
ing vehicles  generally.  That  part  of  the  Bill 
which  gave  the  Governor  in  Council  power 
was  contained  in  clause  8,  where  the  Go- 
vernor in  Council  might  make  special  regu- 
lations' for  the  storage  of  petroleum  or 
other  highly  infiammable  oils.  That  was 
done  by  the  Governor  in  Council  now.  The 
local  bodies  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  storage 
of  explosives  now,  so  that  there  was  no  new 
power  given.  The  Governor  in  Council  made- 
these  regulations,  and  the  Corporations  enforced 
them.  That,  he  understood,  was  the  law.  He- 
was,  at  all  events,  advised  there  was  no  new 
power  here.  He  was  very  suspicious  of  the  Go- 
vernor in  Council— that  was  a  fellow  he  did 
not  care  very  much  about — and  he  had  looked 
round  the  Bill  carefully  to  see  that  he  was 
not  getting  any  more  power  than  he  hsbd 
already  got.  Whatever  might  be  in  the 
minds  of  honourable  members,  he  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  Bill  was  quite- 
straightforward  and  genuine,  and  that  it  con- 
tained nothing  ulterior  or  hidden  to  enable  any 
rascally  piratical  filibuster  to  exploit  the  whole- 
colony.  He  was  quite  satisfied  of  that,  and  he 
felt  sure  that  the  House  would  agree  with  him 
that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  back  to  the 
Private  Bills  Committee,  in  order  that  it  might 
advise  or  suggest  that  the  House  should  bear  a 
portion  of  the  cost — a  moiety  of  the  cost  of  the 
legislation,  and  that  as  a  concession  in  lieu 
thereof  the  fee  of  £3  should  be  reduced  to  a 
few  shillings.  With  that  he  would  be  perfectly 
satisfied. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  (Biccarton)  said  he  under- 
stood  this  Bill  was  to  go  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  that  it  would  go  back  with  full 
power  to  the  Committee  to  consider  the  whole 
question.  He  hoped  the  Committee  would 
consider  the  matter  in  all  its  details,  and  that 
justice  would  be  done  at  once  to  Mr.  McLean* 
and  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  Bill.  He  had 
no  desire  to  see  any  wrong  done  to  the  pro- 
moter of  the  Bill,  who,  he  thought,  had  shown< 
enterprise  deserving  the  consideration  of  the 
House ;  but  when  a  Bill  came  before  the  House 
they  had  to  deal  with  it  from  a  very  much 
wider  point  of  view  than  merely  personal  and 
individual  interests.  The  points  which  seemed 
to  him  to  require  special  consideration  from 
the  Committee  were,  first  of  all,  that  the  Bill 
was  assuming  a  totally  different  character 
from  that  which  it  had  when  introduced — it< 
had  become  a  public  Bill  instead  of  a  private 
Bill.     It   seemed    to   him    an   objectionable- 
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precedent  that  a  private  Bill  should  have 
a  pablio  Bill  engraited  upon  it,  and  by  the 
amendments  which  had  been  brought  in 
Mr.  McLean  was  constituted  a  tax-gatherer 
from  the  public.  He  hoped  that  phase  of 
the  question  would  not  be  overlooked.  In  fact, 
he  was  doubtful  whether  they  had  the  power, 
without  a  message  from  the  Governor,  of 
introducing  a  taxing  Bill  of  this  kind.    That 

3  30  P^*"^  seemed  to  him  objectionable  in 
'  a  private  Bill.  He  thought  from  what 
the  Oovemment  had  said  they  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  a  Bill  on  this  subject  was 
necessary.  There  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  a  public  Bill  of  this  kind  through— such 
a  Bill  as  would  at  once  meet  the  enterprise  of 
Mr.  McLean  or  any  one  else,  and  at  the  saoie 
time  preserve  the  public  interests.  As  to 
clause  10,  he  was  sure  the  House  would  raise 
objections  to  that.  As  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wakatipu  had  well  put  it,  our  local 
government  was  being  entirely  superseded  by 
the  Governor  in  Council.  The  House  had  to 
watch  that  point  very  closely.  The  Gbvemor 
in  Gonnoil  was  coming  into  every  small  matter, 
and  power  was  being  centralised  in  a  most 
mischievous  manner. 

Mx.  S£DOON.->We  have  had  the  Governor 
in  Council  handed  down  from  time  immemoriaJ. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said.  Yes,  but  not  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  power  was  now  used. 
He  did  not  think  it  right  that  a  public  Bill 
should  be  grafted  on  to  a  private  Bill,  and 
a  Bill  involving  taxation.  He  thought  Mr. 
McLean  deserved  consideration,  for  it  ap- 
peared that  his  private  Bill  had  forced  on 
the  Gk>vemment  its  duties  with  respect  to  a 
novel  situation,  and  he  had  incurred  expense  in 
■o  doing. 

Mr.  CBOWTHER  (Auckland  City),  as  a 
member  of  more  than  one  local  body,  strongly 
objected  to  government  by  the  Governor  in 
Council.  The  Premier  never  got  on  his  feet 
bat  he  had  something  to  say  against  our  local 
bodies.  He  said  that  afternoon  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  trust  the  local  bodies. 

Mr.  8EODON.— As  at  present  elected,  I  said. 

Mr.  CBOWTHER  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  objected  to  any  local  body  that  was 
not  under  the  thumb  of  the  Premier.  It  must 
be  subject  to  his  dictation,  or  he  said  it  was  not 
well  constituted.  Who  were  the  members  of 
that  House  ?  Did  not  every  one  of  them  belong 
to  one  local  body  or  another  7  Yet  the  Premier 
asserted  they  could  do  nothing  except  through 
him.  How  long  were  they  going  to  grin  and 
bear  it  ?  From  whence  did  the  Premier  spring  ? 
The  Hon.  the  Premier  was  one  of  those  small 
individuals  who  began  as  a  member  of  a  local 
body.  Let  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  treat 
other  people  the  same  as  they  had  treated 
him — respectfully — ^and  say  thac  he  had  every 
confidence  in  our  local  bodies.  The  local 
bodies  were  working  hard,  —  honestly,  and 
faithfully,  and  without  payment,  —  to  do 
the  best  they  could  in  the  interests  of  the 
local  bodies  and  the  people  there.  He  had 
no  patience  with  the  statement  which  had  been 
Even  the  farmers  had  come  in  for  a 
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castigation.  What  for?  Because  there  were 
two  motor-oars  in  Wellington — one  carried  one 
passenger  and  the  other  carried  two.  It  was 
said  they  were  going  to  kill  the  farmers.  The  Pre- 
mier wanted  to  guide  members  with  respect  to 
the  smallest  and  up  to  the  largest  question.  He 
trusted  the  Premier  would  become  more  con- 
siderate. He  did  not  know  what  members 
generally  felt  when  the  Premier  made  these 
statements,  but  as  a  member  of  a  local  body, 
he  thought  the  statements  must  be  made  not 
to  create  sympathy  or  increase  their  success, 
but  were  made  to  advertise  the  fact  that  with- 
out the  Premier's  assistance  the  local  bodies 
were  quite  incompetent.  He  (Mr.  Growther) 
was  not  prepared  to  put  up  with  that.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  Government  de- 
sired to  smother  the  local  bodies  first,  and 
then  recreate  them  according  to  their  own 
views  afterwards.  That  meant  being  governed 
by  the  Governor  in  Council.  As  a  member  of  a 
local  body  he  would  enter  his  protcHt,  and  at 
any  time  and  every  time  he  would  do  his  very 
best  against  that  proposition. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton)  was  sorry  to  see  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Growther)  kicking  over  the  traces.  He  threat- 
ened to  rebel  against  the  Governor  in  Oounoil. 

Mr.  GROWTHER.— Aye,  and  he  means  it 
too. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  he  had  always  put  a  higher 
estimate  on  the  honourable  member's  patriotism 
and  loyalty.  The  honourable  member  had  no 
doubt  had  a  long  acquaintance  with  local 
bodies,  and  wished  their  rights  protected. 

Mr.  GROWTHER.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HOGG  really  did  not  see  what  great 

Erivileges  this  Bill  was  likely  to  invade.  The 
onourable  member  for  Hawera  complained 
that  the  Bill  was  going  to  establish  a  huge 
monopoly.  He  was  afraid  in  this  case  the 
mountain  had  been  in  labour  and  had  brought 
forth  a  very  little  mouse.  As  far  as  he  could 
see,  the  monopoly,  after  all,  was  a  very  paltry 
one.  He  thought  most  members  of  the  House 
acquainted  with  Mr.  McLean  would  acknow- 
ledge at  once  that,  of  all  men  in  New  Zealand, 
Mr.  McLean  was  one  who  despised  monopolies, 
and  he  would  be  the  last  man  to  endeavour  to 
introduce  them.  It  seemed  a  very  unfortunate 
thing  for  the  colony  if  it  could  not  take  advan- 
tage of  the  discoveries  of  science.  He  believed 
the  Government  were  somewhat  afraid  to  in- 
troduce a  general  Bill,  giving  the  people  the 
right  to  use  these  locomotives  or  traction-cars 
on  the  public  streets. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Why  ? 
Mr.  HOGG  said,  "  Why  ?  "  Well,  simply  be- 
cause they  knew  very  well  that  a  great  storm 
would  be  raised  on  the  part  of  people  who 
owned  vehicles  of  a  different  character;  the 
whole  of  the  cabmen,  ezpreHsmen,  carriers, 
and  others  would  be  up  in  arms  with  huge 
petitions,  button-holing  honourable  members - 
and  interviewing  Ministers,  and  there  would 
be  a  great  agitation.  He  did  not  see  anything 
particularly  to  be  afraid  of  in  regard  to  this 
Bill.  Supposing  they  did  away  with  the  con- 
sumption of  oats  for  horse- feed,  they  would 


Digitized  by 


Google 


178 


McLean  Light 


[HODSE.]         Locomotives  BUI  [Aug.  2 


have  all  the  more  left  for  Scotofamen  and  the 
lovers  of  porridge.  He  believed  oatmeal  was 
one  of  the  most  wholesome  eurtioles  of  diet 
they  could  find.  Farmers  were  hardly  likely 
to  objeot  to  this,  or  a  general  Bill,  for  one 
moment.  He  could  say  for  his  own  dis- 
trict that  since  the  introduction  of  bicycles 
they  had  been  in  general  demand,  and  had 
come  into  use  by  the  very  men  who  were 
rearing  horses.  Instead  of  objecting  to  them 
they  were  among  the  first  to  make  good  use  of 
them.  Farmers  were  also  in  the  habit  of  using 
traction-engines,  which  had  done  away  with 
the  use  of  horees  to  a  great  extent.  He  should 
like  to  see  the  Government  tackle  the  question 
and  bring  in  a  general  Bill— that  would  be  a 
proper  course  to  pursue ;  but  in  the  meantime, 
if  the  Government  would  not  agree  to  such  a 
•ourse,  it  would  be  a  pity  if,  Mr.  McLean  having 
introduced  these  vehicles,  they  should  have 
to  remain  idle.  He  had  sympathy  with  Mr. 
McLean  ;  and  be  thought  in  the  meantime  they 
oaght  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  description.  There 
was  one  clause  which  gave  him  the  privilege  of 
iasuing  a  license  and  imposing  a  fee  of  £3,  and 
he  thought  that  might  be  excised  from  the 
Bill.  The  Bill  should  be  allowed  to  pass  as  a 
temporary  measure. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thames)  said  the  passing 
•f  this  Bill  made  a  general  Bill  unnecessary, 
because  all  the  cases  would  be  met  by  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  and  without  a  general 
Bill  there  must  be  monopoly.  There  was  some- 
thing which  could  be  sold  ;  and  he  would  ask 
the  House  to  look  at  clauses  3  and  4.  Not  only 
motor-cars,  but  light  engines  of  all  descriptions, 
whether  steam  or  oil,  were  included.  There 
was  something  that  Mr.  McLean  could  sell 
under  this  Bill,  and  he  did  not  think  the  House 
should  take  up  legislation  that  would  enable  a 
private  individual  to  get  such  a  monopoly  as 
that  he  could  sell  for  his  own  benefit  at  the 
expense  of  the  public  generally.  He  admitted 
at  once  that  Mr.  McLean  was  entitled  to 
every  consideration.  As  a  citizen  he  was 
attempting  to  be  in  the  march  of  progress, 
and  had  introduced  machines  that,  no  doubt, 
would  become  commoner  as  time  went  on. 
But  he  did  not  think  this  was  the  right  way  to 
meet  the  position.  He  sympathized  with  the 
latter  suggestion  of  the  Premier,  that  some 
consideration  should  be  shown  to  Mr.  McLean 
for  introducing  a  Bill  that  ought  really  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Government.  There  could 
be  no  question  it  should  be  deeJt  with  by  the 
Government  instead  of  by  a  private  individual. 
If  he  obtained  this  concession,  what  was  the 
position?  That  if  any  individual  in  any  of 
the  other  cities  introduced  these  cars,  or  light 
engines  of  any  class,  these  people  must  pay 
tribute  under  this  Bill,  even  after  obtaining 
the  authority  under  the  local  by-laws;  and 
they  had  no  right  to  inflict  expense  upon  them 
without  the  Bill  being  properly  advertised  in 
every  district  that  might  be  affected  by  it,  the 
same  as  a  local  Bill.  Making  a  local  Bill  a 
general  Bill  was  not  a  wise  principle  to  go  on. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin  City) 
did  not  know  whether  any  one  had  asked  M^. 
Mr.  Hogg 


Speaker's  opinion  on  the  qnestion,  but  be 
would  point  out  that,  to  the  best  of  his  judg- 
ment, this  Bill,  even  as  originally  introduced, 
and  without  the  additions  in  Committee,  was 
a  public  Bill,  and  ought  not  to  come  before  the 
House  as  a  private  Bill.  A  private  Bill  is  a 
Bill  which  deals  with  the  private  property  ctf 
individuals  or  corporations ;  but,  if  they  looked 
at  the  4th  clause,  it  said, — 

*'  4.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  promoters  to 
use  light  locomotives  in  any  county,  borough, 
or  roa4  district,  subject  only  to  the  by-laws  or 
regulations  generally  affecting  vehicles ;  and  it 
is  declared  that  the  provisions  of  *  The  Police 
Offences  Act,  1884,'  and  *  The  Police  Offences 
Act;  Amendment  Act,  1890,'  or  any  other  enact- 
ments relating  to  traction-engines,  shall  not 
apply  to  light  locomotives  used  or  hired  by 
the  promoters.'* 

Well,  that  sufficiently  showed  that  the  Bill 
was  to  enable  looomotives  to  be  used  all  ovqr 
the  colony  on  the  public  roads ;  and,  although 
the  promoter  incidentally  got  a  benefit  from  it, 
the  direct  and  immediate  objeot  of  the  Bill 
was  to  provide  looomotives  for  the  use  of  the 
public  on  the  public  roads.  He  thought  it 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  public  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  said  the  offen- 
siveness  of  the  right  to  claim  a  license-fee  wa« 
more,  he  believed,  in  appearance  than  reality, 
because  the  license-fee  that  might  be  levied 
was  in  respect  to  a  license  under  this  Act  and 
the  regulations  to  be  issued  thereunder.  Un- 
less he  was  very  much  mistaken  there  was  no 
necessity  for  an  Act  of  this  kind.  He  believod 
Mr.  McLean  had  not  been  well  advised  in  in- 
curring the  expense  of  a  private  Bill.  The 
powers  of  local  bodies,  especially  of  munici- 
palities, were  ample  enough  to  make  regula- 
tions in  the  matter. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.  — The  City  Solicitor  has 
advised  otherwise. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  City  Solicitor 
would  probably  not  claim  to  be  infallible. 
What  Mr.  McLean  probably  feared  under 
present  conditions  was  chat  there  would  be 
difierent  by-laws  in  the  various  local  districts. 
It  was  no  doubt  desirable  that  there  should 
be  legislation  such  as  was  recently  passed 
in  England  with  reference  to  motor-oars.  Ha 
believed  Mr.  McLean  will  have  done  a  publio 
service  by  having  brought  before  the  public  the 
necessity  for  legislation,  insuring  uniformity 
throughout  the  colony.  The  Government,  how- 
ever, had  declared  they  would  not  bring  in  a 
Bill,  so  that  Mr.  McLean  probably  con- 
sidered it  expedient  to  take  this  step.  He  (Mr. 
Hutchison)  believed  there  would  be  no  revenue 
whatever  under  this  Bill.  It  was  a  matter  of 
notoriety  that  scores  of  light  locomotives  were 
running,  and  that  the  by-laws  of  local  bodies 
fully  met  the  case.  As  the  Bill  was  going 
back  to  the  Committee  for  revision,  he  (Mr. 
Hutchison)  would  suggest  the  advisability  of 
considering  the  interpretation  clause  defining 
*4ight  looomotives."  He  believed  that  the  in- 
terpretation was  at  present  too  latge,  and  that 
unless  made  more  precise  it  may  lead  to  con- 
fusion, if  not  worse.    The  definition  of  **  light 
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locomotive*'  might  include  traction-dngines. 
li  appeared  to  him  that  the  promoter  of  the 
Bin  wished  to  have  the  right  to  run  motor  cars 
■and  no  more,  and  for  that  reason  he  (Mr. 
Hutchison)  thought  the  Bill  should  he  a 
^*  Motor-car  Bill "  and  not  a  "  Light  Locomo- 
tives Bill." 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  did  not  think 
the  Bill  would  include  traction-engines,  be- 
•cause  it  was  set  out  in  the  Bill  that  there 
should  be  **  no  smoke  or  visible  vapour,"  and 
•as  traction-engines  emitted  smoke  and  vapour 
they  would  not  come  under  the  measure.  He 
thought  the  interpretation  clause  was  rather 
peculiar  in  its  provision  that  a  light  locomotive 
«hould  weigh  three  tons  while  the  weight  it 
was  to  draw  was  only  one  ton.  He  did  not 
think  an  engine  working  under  those  condi- 
tions could  be  made  to  pay  the  ownef .  Then, 
it  was  a  great  mistake  that  the  local  bodies 
had  not  been  considered.  They  should  cer- 
tainly have  had  some  say  as  to  whether  motor- 
•cars  should  run  on  their  roads  or  not. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.—They  have  the  power 
under  clause  10. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said,  in  any  case  the  local 
bodies  should  have  had  more  consideration 
than  had  been  bestowed  upon  them.  He  did 
not  think  any  monopoly  should  be  created, 
and  this  Bill  favoured  a  monopoly  being 
•created.  He  considered  it  should  have  been  a 
general  measure,  and  have  been  introduced  by 
the  Gk>vemment.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Bill  should  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee, 
■and  he  trusted,  if  that  was  the  case,  it  would 
return  to  the  House  in  a  better  form  than  at 
present. 

Motion  negatived,  and  amendment  agreed  to. 

AUCKLAND  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey)  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Standing  Orders 
on  Private  Bills  in  the  matter  of  the  Auckland 
Electric  Lighting  Bill,  as  follows : — 

**  In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  the  Mayor 
of  Auckland  and  William  Gentry  Bingham, 
praying  for  the  suspension  of  Standing  Order 
x7o.  61,  relative  to  private  Bills,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  heard  before  the  Committee  on 
the  Auckland  Electric  Lighting  Bill :  Your 
Committee  have  the  honour  to  recommend  that 
the  said  Standing  Order  be  suspended ;  that 
the  Bill  be  treated  as  an  opposed  Bill;  and 
that  the  petitioners  be  heard  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill.'* 

He  moved.  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved.  That,  with  the  leave 
of  the  House,  the  report  be  adopted.  The 
mover  of  the  Bill  was  agreeable  to  that  course. 

Mr.  TANNER  (Avon)  was  not  opposed  to  the 
course  now  suggested.  He  found  that  in  Auck- 
land public  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  'and  that,  to  his  mind, 
was  a  good  reason  why  they  should  suspend  the 
Standing  Orders.  They  should  hold  the  matter 
over,  and  give  the  public  an  opportunity  of 
jmderstanding  the  matter  in  all  its  bearings. 


Mr.  LAWRT  (Parnell)  thought  the  proceed- 
ings  were  somewhat  unusual  and  somewhat 
irregular,  though  he  believed  it  was*  justifiable 
on  the  parts  of  the  opponents  of  the  Bill. 
Honourable  members  would  recollect  that  the 
Bill  passed  its  second  reading  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority.  He  had  previously  said  he  would 
give  the. opponents  of  the  Bill  every  facility 
to  bring  objections  against  the  measure  before 
the  Select  Committee.  At  that  time  the  Bill 
was  unopposed.  Since  then  the  Bill  had  been 
petitioned  against.  It  was  quite  competent, 
he  thought,  to  move  that  the  Standing  Order 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  sent  to  a . 
new  Committee,  but  where  the  injustice  of  the 
matter,  to  his  mind,  came  in  was  in  this :  that 
he,  as  the  member  who  introduced  the  Bill, 
should  have  no  status  on  the  new  Committee. 
He  was  willing,  however,  to  accept  what  had 
been  done  by  the  Joint  Committee  and  refer 
the  whole  matter  back.  The  precedent,  how- 
ever, was  a  dangerous  one,  as  it  appeared  to 
justify  the  blocking  of  a  private  Bill  at  any 
stage. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  the  House  was 
practically  asked  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Order  in  reference  to  admitting  objectors.. 
That  Standing  Order,  No.  61,  read  as  follows : 

*'  No  Bill  will  be  considered  as  an  opposed 
Bill  unless  previously  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  a  petition  has  been  presented  against 
it,  in  which  the  petitioners  pray  to  be  heard,  by 
themselves,  their  counsel,  agents,  and  witnesses, 
or  unless  the  Chairman  of  Committees  reports 
to  the  House  that  any  Bill  ought  to  be  so 
treated." 

The  Standing  Orders  provided  that  there 
must  be  a  day's  notice  given,  or  that  forty 
members  of  the  House  must  be  present  before 
a  Standing  Order  could  be  suspended. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  if  the  latter 
part  of  the  Standing  Order  did  not  apply — 
**  or  unless  the  Chairman  of  Committees  reports 
to  the  House  that  any  Bill  ought  to  be  so 
treated." 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  did  not,  as  the  Chair- 
man had  in  no  way  interposed.  The  report 
now  before  the  House  came  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  relating  to 
Private  Bills. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  continuing,  said  they  were 
asked  in  this  report  to  suspend  a  Standing 
Order.  Now,  it  was  provided  that  private  Bills 
must  be  introduced  at  a  certain  period,  and 
persons  promoting  private  Bills  could  not  pos- 
sibly proceed  with  them  if  they  failed  to  comply 
with  the  Standing  Orders.  This  Bill  had  gone 
past  its  second-reading  stage,  due  notice  having 
been  given  to  the  parties  interested,  and,  that 
being  so,  this  Standing  Order  could  not  be 
suspended,  and  the  parties  could  not  appear. 
What  was  proposed  was  a  departure  from  their 
Standing  Orders.  As  the  honourable  member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  assented  to  that 
course  it  was  not  for  him  (Mr.  Seddon)  to 
object,  excepting  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
laying  down  a  dangerous  precedent  in  suspend- 
ing Standing  Orders  under  such  conditions. 
The  matter  was  so  very  serious  that  he  should 
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have  liked  to  have  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  until  they  had  considered  that 
aspect  of  the  matter,  but  the  honourable  mem- 
ber in  charge  of  the  Bill  having  agreed  to  this 
eourpe,  he  should  not,  on  general  grounds, 
•ppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  LAWRY  (Pamell),  as  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal explanation,  desired  to  say  that  he  had 
accepted  the  resolution  as  inevitable.  He 
opposed  it  most  strenuously  on  the  Ck>mmittee, 
but  the  Committee  decided  against  his  objec- 
tion that  morning,  and  he  thought  it  best,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Bill,  to  accept  the  situa- 
tion. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitakl)  wished  to  sub- 
mit that  the  position  in  respect  to  the  objection 
stated  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier  was  not  quite 
the  correct  one.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
referred  to  this  motion  as  a  suspension  of 
Standing  Orders,  and  he  had  mentioned  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  488,  which  related  to  the  sus- 
pension of  Standing  Orders ;  but  the  Standing 
Orders  therein  referred  to  were  those  relating 
to  the  procedure  in  the  House,  and  not 
the  Standing  Orders  relating  to  private  Bills, 
which  appeared  under  a  separate  heading  after 
Standing  Order  No.  488.  The  course  proposed 
in  this  resolution  was  simply  the  suspension 
of  Standing  Order  61,  relating  to  the  pro- 
cedure in  the  case  of  private  Bills. 

Mr.  SEDDON.--Y0U  must  first  suspend  the 
Standing  Order. 

Major  STEWARD  said  Quite  so,  but  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  look  at  May  he 
would  see  that  this  was  precisely  the  course 
that  had  to  be  taken  in  any  case  where  opposi- 
tion to  a  Bill  was  brought  fon^'ard  after  it  had 
been  remitted  to  a  Committee.  That  was  to 
say,  that,  when  the  proper  time  for  making 
opposition  had  expired,  the  course  prescribed 
was  that  if  the  Committee  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Standing  Orders  should  be  waived  it 
reported  to  that  effect  to  the  House,  and  if  the 
House  was  of  opinion  that  the  opponents  ought 
to  be  heard  it  waived  the  Standing  Order,  and 
thereupon  the  Bill  would  be  referred  to  another 
Committee,  which  would  consider  any  evidence 
that  might  be  brought  under  its  notice. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — You  might  do  it  without 
coming  to  the  House. 

Major  STEWARD  said  that  was  not  so,  they 
had  to  come  to  the  House.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  on  Private 
Bills,  which  had  heard  representations  that 
morning,  and  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  was 
in  the  public  interest  generally  that  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  for  the  grounds  of 
opposition  to  be  stated,  and  the  Committee 
had  so  reported.  If  the  House  agreed,  as  he 
thought  jt  had  agreed,  to  the  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders,  he  would  simply  point  out 
that  it  was  not  departing  from  precedent,  but 
simply  following  the  precedent  laid  down  in 
such  cases. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  wished  to  ask.  If 
the  motion  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  were  carried,  would  they  be  sus- 
pending Standing  Orders  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  Yes,  as  regarded  No.  61 
Mr.  Seddon 


of  the  Private  Bill  Standing  Orders.  The  Joint 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  relating  to 
Private  Bills  had  recommended  that  Standing 
Order  No.  61  be  suspended.  If  the  House- 
agreed  to  that,  the  effect  would  be  to  enable 
both  parties,  the  promoters  and  opponents,  to> 
be  heard  before  a  new  Committee,  and  that 
without  any  unnecessary  delay. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  TRUSTEE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  he  desired  to 
lay  on  the  table  the  pencil  memorandum  which 
had  been  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn,  and  which  the  honourable  member 
took  great  umbrage  at.  He  had  written  to  the 
Public  Trustee  as  follows  : — 

"26th  July,  1898. 

*•  Sib, — In  the  House  this  evening  Mr.  Wason 
stated,  in  reference  to  the  charges  made  against 
you,  that  to  complete  the  papers  the  memo- 
randum, with  the  pencilled  memorandum  re- 
ferred to  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the  14th  in- 
stant, should  also  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  and  be  printed.  In  this  I  concurred. 
If  existent,  I  should  therefore  be  glad  to  hava 
it  supplied. — I  have,  &c., 

"R.  J.  Seddoh, 

"  The  Public  Trustee,  Wellington." 

The  Public  Trustee  had  replied  as  follows : — 
"  Public  Trust  Office,  Wellington, 
"  27th  July,  1898. 

"  Sib,— Referring  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,, 
which  has  just  reached  me,  I  have  the  honour 
to  forward  herewith  the  original  pencilled 
memorandum  which  you  refer  to,  a  copy  of 
which  was  forwarded  to  you  with  my  letter  of 
the  14th  instant. — I  have,  &c., 

"  J.  C.  Mabtin,  Public  Trustee." 

"  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier,  Wellington. 

The  memoranda  were  as  follows : — 

"  Land  and  Income  Tax  Department,. 
Wellington,  189  . 

♦*  Mr.  Johnston, — Did  your  department  buy 
J.  C.  Wason *8  Corwar  Estate  near  Highbank  T 
Could  you  let  me  see  the  papers  for  a  few 
minutes?— J.  McG." 

(Pencilled  memorandum.) 

''Marawiti  Estate,  2,026  a.  2r.  83  p.,  pur- 
chased from  Mr.  Wason  for  £14,200  18s.  lOd. 
(£7  per  acre)." 

He  moved,  That  the  papers  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WASON  (Selwyn)  said  he  would  like  to 
state  that  that  was  not  the  offensive  memoran- 
dum he  had  referred  to  at  all. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  said  these  two 
memoranda  which  the  Premier  had  read  were 
already  on  the  papers  ordered  to  be  printed 
some  days  ago.  The  pencilled  memorandum 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  re- 
ferred to  was  not  in  the  papers  the  Premier  had. 
read. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— How  do  you  know? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — Because  in  the- 
Public  Trustee's  letter  already  on  the  table  h* 
referred  to  the  pencilled  memorandum  as  some- 
thing very  different  from  either  of  those  two 
memoranda  read  by  the  Premier     The  offen* 
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••ive  remark,  or  what  appeared  to  the  honour- 
able member  to  be  an  offensive  remark,  did  not 
appear  in  the  printed  correspondence,  although 
referred  to  in  it. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  the  Public  Trustee  said 
this  was  the  pencil  memorandum,  and,  as  far 
as  he  knew,  the  Public  Trustee  was  not  a 
.  gentleman  who  would  play  with  the  House  or 
inislead  himself.  The  Public  Trustee  said  this 
was  the  memorandum,  and  that  was  all  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  knew  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON  might  be  permitted  to 
■state  that  in  a  certain  paragraph  of  the  Public 
Trustee's  letter,  which  was  among  the  papers 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  but 
-now  away  at  the  printing-office,  he  referred 
to  another  memorandum  on  the  papers.  He 
believed  he  was  correct  in  saying  so. 

Mr.  WASON.-Yes. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  no  doubt  that 
was  the  case.  If  the  Premier  would  look  over 
the  original  paper,  he  would  see  there  was  an 
omission. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  could  take  this  reply 
only,  coming  as  it  did  from  a  Government  offi- 
cer, and  one  whom  he  believed  to  be  a  strictly 
honourable  man. 

Papers  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

TOKORAHI  SCHOOL. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the  Go- 
vernment,—  (1)  If  they  were  aware  that  the 
Otago  Education  Board  has  refused  the  appli- 
cation of  the  settlers  at  Tokorahi  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  school  in  that  settlement, 
although  there  is  a  site  available  and  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  children  of  school-age  to  justify 
and  require  the  provision  asked  for ;  (2)  if  they 
are  able  to  state  the  reasons  for  such  refusal ; 
and  (3)  what  redress,  if  any,  is  open  to  the 
settlers  interested? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  he  understood  that  this  was  a  ques- 
tion which  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Otago 
Education  Board.  The  Government  had  no 
power  to  interfere  and  direct  an  Education 
Board  to  meet  such  requirements.  The  Go- 
vernment were  always  willing  to  assist,  as  far 
.as  lay  in  their  power,  with  reference  to  these 
matters,  but  they  had  no  right  to  give  itaan- 
datory  instructions  that  such  things  should  be 
•done. 

LIGHT  TRAMWAYS. 

Mr.  LARNACH  (Tuapeka)  asked  the  Minis- 
'  ter  for  Public  Worlcs,  Whether  the  Government 
have  any  objection  to  communicate  with  the 
Tasmanian  Government  with  the  view  of  ob- 
taining the  services  for  a  few  weeks  of  Mr. 
Back,  the  General  Manager  of  Tasmanian  Rail- 
ways, that  this  colony  may  acquire  the  benefit 
of  valuable  practical  mformation  in  respect  to 
the  cost  of  construction  and  the  working  of  the 
'2  ft.  gauge  light  tramways  that  are  being  ad- 
vantaigeously  and  cheaply  constructed  through 
^ffioalt  country  of  high  altitude  in  Tas- 
mania ?  As  the  question  of  these  light  trams 
was  creating  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  the 
interior  parts  of  this  colony,  and  as  settlers 
■were  very  anxious  to  get  some  information 


respecting  them,  he  had  put  the  question 
on  the  Order  Paper.  He  desired  to  know  if 
the  Government  could  see  their  way  to  en- 
courage the  Tasmanian  Government  to  allow 
Mr.  Back,  their  General  Manager  of  Railways, 
to  come  over  here,  as  that  gentleman  was  so 
well  conversant  with  the  working  of  these 
tramways,  and  could  then  give  useful  informa- 
tion respecting  them  and  their  construction, 
and  also  as  to  the  cost  of  working  them.  It 
was  generally  believed  that  these  light  trams 
could  be  constructed  in  different  parts  of  the 
colony  much  more  cheaply  than  even  main 
roads,  and  while  it  was  not  suggested  that  they 
should  take  the  place  of  this  colony's  light 
railroads,  it  was  believed  that,  at  any  rate,  a 
policy  might  be  adopted  to  enable  local  bodies 
to  construct  them  if  the  general  Government 
would  not,  and  that  such  a  policy  would  be 
very  useful,  and  favourably  received  in  the 
interior  of  this  country. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  this  question  had  been  gone  into 
somewhat  exhaustively  during  the  past  two 
years.  They  had  obtained  from  nearly  every 
quarter  information  concerning  light  railways. 
They  had  got  information  on  this  subject  from 
India,  Germany,  and,  in  fact,  from  wherever 
they  had  heard  of  these  railways  having  been 
constructed.  Some  important  information  had 
been  got  from  Victoria.  The  Victorian  Parlia- 
mentary Railways  Committee  had  paid  a  visit 
to  Tasmania  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
narrow-gauge  railways  which  had  been  con- 
structed there.  The  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  spent  some  days  in  Tasmania, 
and  had  gone  into  every  detail  of  the  con- 
struction and  working  of  these  railways,  and 
the  result  of  their  inquiry  was  embodied  in  a 
paper  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Victorian 
Assembly.  A  copy  of  that  report  had  been 
received,  and  had  been  looked  into  by  the  Public 
Works  Department.  He  was  doubtful  whether 
any  further  information  could  be  obtained 
from  Mr  Back,  and  that,  even  if  he  came  here, 
more  information  could  be  obtained  from  him 
except  with  regard  to  the  working  of  the  railways, 
— that  would  be  the  only  point  upon  which  he 
could  speak,  as  manager  of  the  railways,  be- 
cause he  was  not  an  engineer.  He  thought 
that  perhaps  a  better  way  of  dealing  with  the 
question  would  be  that  during  the  recess  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  and,  say,  the 
honourable  gentleman,  should  visit  Australia 
and  see  the  lines  in  operation. 

Mr.  LARNACH.~No;  you  pay  too  badly. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  he  was  not  sure  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  ought  not  to  be  called 
to  order  for  that  remark,  but  he  thought  that 
would  be  cheaper  than  to  invite  Mr.  Back  to 
come  to  this  colony.  However,  as  he  had  said, 
the  whole  question  had  been  gone  into  so 
exhaustively  that  he  did  not  think  much  would 
be  gained  by  following  the  course  suggested. 

ASSETS  REALISATION  BOARD. 
Mr.  DUTHIE   (Wellington  City)  asked  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Whether  he  has  observed 
that  the  loss  on  the  book-cost  by  the  sales  of  tha 
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Assets  BeaUsation  Board  to  the  Slst  March 
last  is  shown  to  be  £140,656,  as  against 
£809,907  realised,  and  that  a  comparison,  in  as 
far  as  is  possible  on  the  defective  information 
snpplied,  of  this  year's  sales  with  those  reported 
on  the  dlst  March,  1896,  ai>pears  to  show  a 
marked  increase  in  the  ratio  of  loss;  and 
whether  he  will  refer  the  question  of  the  posi- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  realisation  of  these 
properties  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
to  elucidate  and  fully  inform  the  House.  He 
would  point  out  that  the  information  placed 
before  the  House  was  defective.  In  the  first 
year's  returns  they  had  the  value  set  forth 
of  each  individual  property ;  but,  for  the  suc- 
ceeding year,  first  the  manager's  report  was 
amissing :  this,  however,  had  oeen  put  on  the 
table  since  he  gave  notice  of  this  question  ;  but 
in  respect  of  that  it  did  not  give  the  book- value, 
or  sufficiently  describe,  so  that. members  were 
unable,  as  in  1896,  to  trace  the  properties  and 
ascertain  the  loss  arising  upon  them  sepa- 
rately. The  gross  amount  was  given,  and  the 
loss  upon  the  properties'  book- value  in  1896  was 
4*6,  but  for  the  last  two  years  it  was  88*7, 
which  was  a  very  marked  increase.  And  further, 
as  probably  the  best  properties  were  sold  first, 
the  loss  upon  the  unsold  properties  would,  he 
feared,  be  still  greater.  The  matter  was  one 
of  such  importance  that  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be  investigated  by  a  Gonunittee  of  the 
House,  and  he  therefore  asked  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  send  it  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  for  inquiry  as  to  the 
slow  realisations  so  far,  the  loss  that  had 
arisen,  and  prospects  of  future  sale.  The  value 
involved,  £2,731,000,  warranted  this. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
there  was  no  necessity  that  this  matter  should 
be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 
He  was  informed  the  reason  why  the  loss 
appeared  so  great  in  this  year's  report  was  that 
portions  of  the  pronerties  had  been  sold,  and 
that  those  portions  had  been  debited  with  the 
loss  on  the  whole.  That  was  the  case  with 
more  than  one  property,  but  he  might  point 
out  one — the  Surrey  Hills  property,  near  Auck- 
land. The  estimate  of  the  loss  on  that  was 
taken  upon  the  whole  property,  and  only  a 
portion  of  the  property  nad  been  sold.  Con- 
sequently there  appeared  a  larger  proportion  of 
loss  than  there  would  have  been  if  the  whole 
had  been  sold.  That  was  the  explanation 
given  to  him  by  the  Manager  of  the  BeaUsa- 
tion Board ;  and  there  were  cases  where  the 
book -values  of  these  properties  was  a  very  high 
veJue,  and  where  they  had  been  recently  sold 
at  one -half  of  the  book-value.  The  whole 
would  have  come  out  all  right — that  is,  they 
would  come  out  fairly  approximate  to  the 
value  put  upon  them  by  the  Manager  of  the 
BeaUsation  Board. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said,  perhaps  there  might  be 
such  cases  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
mentioned  in  which  parts  of  properties  had 
been  sold,  but  it  was  impossible  from  the 
returns  to  identify  the  properties  and  to  dis- 
tinguish one  from  another.  The  return  was 
-very  indistinctly  got  up,  and  he  thought  the 
Mr.  DuthU 


matter  was  one  that  should  be  looked  into.  He- 
hoped  that  succeeding  returns  would  identif^^ 
the  properties,  as  had  been  done  in  1896. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  would  afiaiiir 
communicate  with  the  Manager  of  the  Bealis^ 
tion  Board,  and  if  he  could  make  a  clearer 
statement  than  had  been  made  at  the  present 
time  he  would  communicate  with  the  honour- 
able  gentleman. 

ASSETS  BEALISATION  BOABD. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (WeUington  City)  asked  the- 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Whether  he  will  correct  or 
explain  the  apparent  error  in  the  manager'^ 
report  of  the  Assets  BeaUsation  Board,  B.-16B, 
as  laid  before  this  House,  where,  on  first  page,, 
the  book-cost  of  properties  sold  is  shown  as- 
£468,996,  the  sales  as  £809,907,  and  the  de- 
ficiency as  £140,656  instead  of  £159,069,  the 
difference  between  these  sums  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
the  paper  was  here  in  the  hands  of  the  Pre- 
mier. What  the  honourable  member  had  re- 
ferred to  was  simply  a  clerical  error,  as  had 
been  pointed  out.  He  had  wished  to*withdraw 
the  paper,  in  order  that  the  correction  might 
be  made  before  the  report  was  laid  on  the 
table,  but  was  opposed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea,  who  was  so  anxious  to  get  the 
information,  and  yet  when  it  was  offered  would 
not  accept  it. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  was  surprised 
at  the  statement  of  the  Minister.  He  had 
made  no  objection,  at  any  time,  to  the  report 
being  laid  on  the  table.  What  he  objected  to 
was  that  a  report  eJready  laid  on  the  table^. 
and  ordered  by  the  House  to  be  printed,  should 
be  now  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  Minister  had  given 
no  reason  why  the  corrected  paper  should  not 
be  laid  on  the  table.  He  was  very  sorry  there 
should  be  an  admitted  error  in  a  public  report 
as  put  into  their  hands.  The  correction  should 
now  be  made,  and  a  corrected  copy  included  in 
the  public  records. 

CODLIN-MOTH-EATING  BIBD. 
Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture,  Whether  he  will  direct  his 
department  to  make  inquiries  with  regard  to 
the  kohlmeise,  or  codlin-moth-eating  bird,  with 
a  view  to  its  introduction  to  the  colonies  ?  He 
had  been  induced  to  ask  this  question  because 
he  had  noticed  some  correspondence  in  the 
Auckland  papers  on  this  most  important  sub- 
ject.  One  writer  said  that  in  Wurtemberg, 
where  he  came  from,  "  Without  the  birds  fruit- 
growing would  be  impossible.  The  kohlmeise 
destroys  all  sorts  of  moths  and  insects,  as  it 
finds  their  eggs  and  larvsB  even  under  the  bark 
of  the  trees,  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  il 
once  settled  in  New  Zealand  it  would  keep  the 
orchards  clear  of  moths  and  many  other  peste." 
Then  Mr.  Pfluger,  a  well-known  authority, 
said  that  the  kohlmeise  was  one  of  the  most 
strictly  insectivorous  birds  ever  known.  It 
was  extremely  prolific.  There  were  from  two 
to  three  broods  a  year,  and  from  ten  to  twelve 
birds  in  a  brood« 
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ICr.  SEDDON  asked,  Of  what  oonntry  was 
this  bird  a  native  7 

Mr.  MASSEY  said,  Germaoy.  These  birds 
had  been  saooessfully  aoclimatised  in  Amerioa, 
where  they  were  said  to  be  very  useful.  At  all 
events,  if  the  fact  was  established  as  it  was 
rapreeented  to  be,  the  sooner  these  birds  were 
introduced  into  this  colony  the  better ;  and 
he  thought  the  matter  should  be  inquired  into 
by  the  Agricultural  Department. 

ICr.  J.  Mckenzie  (Minister  for  Agrioul- 
tore)  said  he  would  be  only  too  happy  if  the 
honourable  member  could  give  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  any  information  he  might 
have  on  this  subject.  The  department  had 
already  made  inquiries,  and,  so  far,  the  infor- 
mation they  had  received  was  not  very  en- 
couraging. However,  a  letter  had  been  sent 
to  a  celebrated  ornithologist  in  Germany.  No 
reply  as  yet  had  been  received  to  that  com- 
munication, and  they  were  now  waiting  a  reply 
before  taking  any  further  action.  Continental 
experts,  however,  were  now  recommending  the 
use  of  a  spray-pump,  even  in  Germany,  where 
these  oodlin- moth -eating  birds  were  sup- 
posed to  exist.  Very  good  service  was  heing 
done  with  this  article,  and  any  one  could 
ihid  oat  now  that  the  Germans  themselves 
were  manufacturiog  a  very  large  number  of 
these  spray-pumps  for  the  purpose  of  spray- 
ing the  trees,  thus  showing,  at  any  rate,  that 
the  bird  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member 
had  not  proved  to  be  successful  even  in  Ger- 
many, as  some  people  imagined.  However, 
when  the  department  had  got  the  information 
they  had  sent  for,  they  would  then  take  action, 
if  it  was  necessary,  to  introduce  these  birds. 
But  they  must  fiirst  get  some  definite  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  them ;  otherwise  they 
might  perhaps  be  introducing  another  pest 
into- the  colony.  In  getting  rid  of  one  pest 
they  might  be  introducing  another,  and,  that 
being  the  case,  they  must  act  with  caution  in 
view  of  the  lessons  they  had  got  in  the  past  in 
Mew  Zealand  in  introducing  birds. 

TOKATOKA  SWAMP. 
Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  (Marsden)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  make  provision  in  this 
year's  estimates  to  continue  the  drainage  of 
the  Tokatoka  Swamp?  The  Minister  was 
aware  that  the  drainage  of  this  swamp  was  a 
very  important  work,  and  so  far  as  it  had  gone 
was  a  successful  work.  The  whole  of  the 
seotions  that  had  been  drained  had  been  let 
at  a  very  handsome  value,  but  the  selectors 
who  had  taken  up  these  sections  complained 
that  the  drainage  -  scheme  as  represented  to 
them  had  not  been  carried  out — that  was,  it 
had  not  been  kept  on  continuously,  and  now 
the  settlers  were  unable,  owing  to  the  tem- 
ponzy  stoppage  of  the  drainage- works,  to  drain 
their  seotions  completely.  He  might  say  that 
during  the  whole  of  last  year  no  drainage- 
works  vrere  carried  on,  and  one  of  the  dryest 
sommera  they  had  had  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years  in  the  Province  of  Auckland  was  there- 
lore  allowed   to  pass  without  any  drainage- 


works  being  carried  on  at  this  place,  and  unless 
the  drainage-works  were  carried  on  continu- 
ously the  whole  scheme  would  very  probably 
bresJc  down.  He  did  not  think  it  required  » 
very  large  expenditure  to  do  so.  However,  he 
might  tell  the  Minister  that  for  every  pound 
spent  on  the  drainage  of  the  swamp  the  Govern- 
ment would  get  £2  back  in  the  enhanced  value 
of  the  seotions.  He  trusted  the  Minister  would 
see  his  way  to  put  a  reasonable  sum  on  the 
estimates  so  as  to  carry  on  these  drainage- 
works  continuously.  Unless  that  was  done» 
this  drainage  was  going  to  cost  a  great  deal 
more  money  than  it  ought  to  cost.  It  would 
be  much  better  to  carry  on  the  drainage  scheme 
in  a  moderate  way  continuously,  so  that  the 
men  would  get  accustomed  to  the  draining  and 
keep  at  work  steadily,  for  by  stopping  occasion- 
ally, and  allowing  these  men  to  go  away,  the 
work  cost  more  money  and  would  not  be  so  well 
carried  out,  while  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  would 
be  created  in  the  minds  of  the  selectors  who 
had  gone  on  the  sections.  He  might  also  point 
out  that  about  two  years  ago  the  department 
commenced  boring  an  artesian  well  so  as  to  get 
a  water-supply  for  the  settlement,  and  that 
when  the  bore  was  down  about  150  ft.  some- 
thing went  wrong  with  the  rods,  whereupon 
the  boring  operations  were  stopped,  and  so 
nothing  more  had  been  done  for  the  last 
two  years.  The  rods  were  lying  rusting  on  the 
ground,  nothing  being  done,  and  the  settlers 
had  continuously  been  'complaining  that  they 
feared  the  whole  scheme,  as  it  had  been  repre- 
sented to  them  when  they  were  taking  up  their 
sections,  was  not  likely  to  be  carried  out.  He 
trusted  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be 
able  to  tell  him  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  carry  on  the  drainage  of  the 
swamp  and  make  a  success  of  it.  It  was  one 
of  the  best  undertakings  the  Government  had 
embarked  in. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
there  was  no  intention  to  abandon  the  scheme 
which  had  been  initiated.  It  wm  intended 
that  the  drainage  should  be  completed,  but  it 
was  entirely  a  question  of  money.  If  they  had 
an  unlimited  supply  of  that  necessary  money, 
they  would  be  able  to  carry  on  this  work  con- 
tinuously, and  the  whole  thing  would  be  com- 
pleted. But  the  honourable  member  must  be 
aware  of  the  difficulty  the  Government  had  to 
cope  with  in  dividing  the  money  they  had  at 
their  disposal  over  the  whole  colony,  for  the 
necessities  in  each  district  were  so  large  that 
it  was  very  difficult  sometimes  even  to  meet 
the  demands  in  a  proportionate  way.  However^ 
the  honourable  memoer,  in  putting  this  ques- 
tion, simply  wanted  him  to  forestall  the  Publie 
Works  Statement,  and  he  did  not  know  how  far 
he  (Mr.  J.  McKenzie)  would  be  justified  in 
committing  his  colleagues  by  replying  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  place  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  on  the  esti- 
mates for  this  purpose.  But  he  could  say  the 
matter  had  not  been  forgotten,  and  it  would  be 
considered  when  Ministers  were  dealing  with 
the  estimates,  and  no  doubt  the  hononrable 
gentleman  would  find  it  was  attended  to. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


184 


Mining  Act. 


[H0D8B.] 


Pokuru  Block. 


[Aug.  2 


BUNNYTHORPE-PALMERSTON  TELE- 
PHONE. 

Mr.  PIBANI  (PftlmexBton)  asked  the  Post- 
maBter-General,  Whether  he  will  arrange  for 
the  establishment  ef  a  telephone  bureaa  at 
Bnnnythorpe,  to  connect  with  the  Palmerston 
Telephone  Exchange?  At  the  present  time 
the  telephone  office  at  Bunnythorpe  was  con- 
nected with  Feilding,  but  not  with  Palmerston, 
although  he  understood  there  was  a  telegraph 
line,  which  would  be  available  in  the  event  of 
.  the  department  complying  with  this  request. 
He  hoped  the  answer  of  the  Minister  would  be 
favourable. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Postmaster -General)  said 
Bunnythorpe  had  already  a  bureau  as  well  as 
an  ordinary  telephone  -  station,  and  spoken 
communication  couid  be  made  with  Feilding 
Bureau,  which  was  Bunnythorpe's  centreJ 
station.  There  was  no  wire  available  for 
Bunnythorpe  to  connect  direct  with  Palmers- 
ton  North  Exchange.  In  fixing  these  centres 
the  officers  in  charge  were  very  careful,  and 
they  selected  that  which  they  believed  to  be 
the  best.  This  would  be  really  a  luxury,  as 
compared  with  other  places  that  had  really  no 

g  Q  connections  at  all.  This  was  practi- 
cally  giving  a  dual  connection  between 
Bunnythorpe  and  Palmerston  North  in  lieu  of 
the  connection  with  Feilding.  As  he  had  said, 
the  demands  on  the  department  were  so  great 
in  respect  to  places  not  as  yet  connected  that 
this  matter  must  stand  over  until  the  Govern- 
ment were  in  a  better  position  to  grapple  with 
it. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — Does  that  apply  to  question 
No.  16? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  deal  with  ques- 
tion No.  16  when  he  came  to  it. 

MINING  ACT. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thames)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Mines,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  clause  814 
of  the  Mining  Act  is  being  evaded  in  many 
parts  of  the  colony;  and  will  he  issue  the 
necessary  instructions  to  have  the  law  carried 
out? 

Mr.  GADMAN  (Minister  of  Mines)  said,  as  far 
as  the  department  was  concerned,  there  had 
been  no  evasion  of  section  814  of  the  Mining 
Act  brought  under  their  notice.  Since  the 
question  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper  the 
Mining  Inspectors  had  been  communicated 
with,  and  they  had  replied  that  they  had  no 
knowledge  of  such  an  evasion.  Under  the 
Mining  Act  the  managers  of  certain  mines 
must  either  have  a  first-class  certificate  or  a 
provisional  warrant.  And  a  large  number 
of  these  provisional  warrants  had  been  issued. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  knew  of  any 
particular  case  where  the  law  was  being 
evaded,  and  would  let  him  know,  he  would 
look  into  it. 

POKURU  BLOCK. 
Mr.  LANG  (Waikato)  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendation of   the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
on  the  petition  of  Wharemaihihi  Hota  (No. 


185,  of  1897),  praying  for  a  rehearing  in  con- 
nection with  the  Pokuru  Block  ?  On  two  oc- 
casions the  Native  Affairs  Committee  had  re- 
ported in  favour  of  a  rehearing  of  this  bioek. 
On  the  first  occasion,  in  1896,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  brooght  the  fol- 
lowing report : — 

•*  I  am  directed  to  report  that,  as  the  de- 
cision of  the  Native  Land  Court  affects  th« 
kaingas  and  burial-grounds  of  the  dead  rela- 
tives of  the  petitioners,  the  Committee  recom- 
mends that  this  petition  should  be  referred  to 
the  Government  for  favourable  consideration, 
and  if  after  inquiry  it  is  found  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  good  grounds  for  their  complaint 
it  is  recommended  that  legislation  be  intro- 
duced to  give  them  relief. 

•*  R.  M.  Houston,  Chairman." 

A  similar  petition  was  presented  in  1897,  and 
the  Committee  on  that  occasion  called  atten- 
tion to  their  former  report  of  1896,  and  added 
that  the  Committee  recommended  it  be  given 
effect  to.  In  the  face  of  these  two  very  strong; 
reports  of  the  Committee  he  would  ask  the 
Government  if  they  would  give  effect  to  their 
recommendation . 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Minister  for  Native  Affairs) 
said  that  a  similar  question  was  asked  in  1896, 
and  the  reply  would  be  found  in  Hansard,  vol. 
94,  page  587.  The  Native  Affairs  Committee  re- 
ported in  1896  as  follows  : — 

'*  I  am  directed  to  report  that  as  the  decision 
of  the  Native  Land  Court  affects  the  kaingas 
and  burial-grounds  of  the  dead  relatives  of  the 
petitioners,  the  Committee  recommends  that 
this  petition  should  be  referred  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  favourable  consideration  ;  and  if  after 
inquiry  it  is  found  that  the  petitioners  have 
good  grounds  for  their  complaint,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  legJBlation  should  be  introduced 
to  give  them  relief." 

He  might  say  that  no  action  was  taken  by 
the  Government.  Now  the  position  was  this  : 
On  the  understanding  that  there  would  be  no 
further  hearing  the  Government  had  purchased 
and  claimed  as  Crown  lands  a  portion  of  this 
block.  There  must  be  something  like  finality, 
and  if  they  were  going  to  reopen  this  question 
on  the  petition  referrad  to,  he  did  not  knovr 
where  the  thing  would  stop.  That  was  the 
reason  why  the  Government  had  not  taken 
any  action  on  the  report  of  the  Committee,  nor 
did  tiiey  intend  to  do  so. 

HAGEY  INSTITUTE. 
Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton)  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, Whether  they  wili  make  inquiry  into 
the  claims  of  the  promoters  of  the  ohloride-of- 
gold  treatment  for  drunkenness,  as  carried  oat 
at  the  Hagey  Institute ;  and,  if  found  desirable, 
favour  its  adoption  under  the  auspices  of  the 
State  in  extreme  cases?  The  cost  to  the 
colony  of  dealing  with  confirmed  inebriates 
most  be  very  considerable.  The  cases  espeoi- 
ally  of  unfortunate  women  whose  degradation 
was  chiefiy  due  to  drink,  who  had  lost  all  re- 
sent, and  who  ofaoillated  between  the  stceete 
and  the  gaols  of  the  countrv,  were  truly  de- 
plorable.    The  treatment  of  alooholiam,    a« 
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pnotised  in  this  institution,  had  been  strongly 
leoommended  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
Judges,  clergymen,  and  orators  of  the  day.  He 
understood  that  in  America,  where  it  had 
been  io  operation  for  fifteen  years,  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  had  passed  through  the 
institution,  and  an  average  of  from  70  to  90 
per  cent,  had,  it  was  stated,  been  cured.  He 
knew  of  oases  in  this  district  which  had  been 
sent  to  Wanganui,  where  there  was  an  insti- 
tution, and,  as  far  as  he  could  ascertain,  the 
oures  had  been  complete.  That  being  the  case, 
he  desired  to  ask  the  Gk>yemment  whether, 
instead  of  issuing  prohibition  orders  and  perio- 
dically sending  certain  persons  to  our  gaols, 
it  would  not  be  much  better  from  a  moral, 
«ocial,  and  political  standpoint  to  give  those 
parties  when  they  6ame  before  the  Court— 
especially  bad  cases — ^the  option  either  of  im- 
prisonment for  a  considerable  time  or  to  under- 
go treatment  in  one  of  these  institutions. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  there  were 
eases  which  had  come  under  his  own  notice 
where  great  good  had  been  done  by  this  treat- 
ment,  but  he  thought  it  was  more  self-control 
than  the  effect  of  taking  chloride  of  gold.  At 
«ll  events,  there  were  cases  where  it  had  done 
good.  There  were  also  cases  where,  after  a 
«hort  time,  it  had  failed.  He  understood  there 
was  one  case  where  one  of  those  closely  con- 
nected with  the  management  of  one  of  these 
institutions  had  himself  suffered  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  had  to  be  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  a  Government  institution.  If  that  was 
the  case,  he  did  not  think  the  curative  pro- 
perties could  be  such  as  described  by  the 
honourable  gentleman ;  if  so,  it  did  not  apply 
%o  the  officers  of  these  private  institutions 
themselves.  Again,  in  Australia  the  posi- 
tion was  such  as,  to  his  mind,  not  to 
commend  itself  to  the  Gk>vemment  to  take 
the  action  suggested  in  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's question.  It  seemed  to  him  as  being 
more  likely  to  show  that  there  was  very  little 
in  the  suggestion.  If  it  had  not  been  for  some 
oases  which  had  come  to  his  own  knowledge,  he 
would  be  more  apt  to  scout  getting  information 
about  it.  But  there  were  cases,  to  his  own 
knowledge,  which  impressed  him  with  the 
belief  that  it  was  a  matter  worth  considering ; 
bot  he  thought  it  would  be  better,  as  thev  had 
passed  the  Inebriates'  Homes  Bill,  and  wiw  the 
powers  there  granted,  that  they  should  arrange 
ior  a  supply  of  this  medicine,  and  treat  patients 
in  their  own  institutions,  in  preference  to 
eending  them  to  the  institution  connected  with 
this  institute.  He  would  get  a  report  on  the 
matter,  and  see  whether  there  was  really  any- 
thing in  it  or  not. 

BOHE  POTAE  LANDS. 
Mr.  KAIHAU  jWestern  Maori)  asked  the 
Native  Minister,  Whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  remove  restrictions  from 
the  lands  in  the  Bohe  Potae  district,  which 
formed  the  subject-matter  of  Petition  No.  217 
of  last  session,  which  was  recommended  by 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  to  the  favour- 
Jhble  eonslderation  of  the  Government  ?    He 


thought  the  Native  residents  of  the  Bohe 
Potae  district  were  justified  in  asking  that  the 
restrictions  at  present  obtaining  over  their 
land  should  be  removed.  He  thought  these 
restrictions  ought  to  be  removed,  and  that  the 
Native  owners  should  be  allowed  to  dispose  of 
their  land  in  whatsoever  manner  they  might 
deem  best,  because  the  land  in  this  district  was 
not  within  the  boundary  of  the  lands  confis- 
cated by  the  (Government  at  the  time  of  the 
Maori  war.  This  was  ancestral  land  of  theirs, 
which  had  been  rightly  held  by  them  under 
the  Treaty  of  Wsitangi  up  to  the  war,  and 
from  then  up  to  the  present,  and  he  failed  to 
see,  himself,  why  the  people  owning  that  land 
should  be  bound,  as  it  were,  hand  and  foot,  and 
unable  to  deal  with  it  as  they  pleased.  He 
would  ask  the  Government  to  give  this  matter 
their  favourable  consideration,  and  remove 
these  restrictions  if  possible. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Minister  for  Native  Affairs) 
said  this  question  opened  up  one  of  the  most 
difficult  matters  which  the  colony  was  called 
upon  to  deal  with.  It  was  quite  true  that  the 
land  which  the  honourable  member  referred  to 
was  held  for  years  prior  and  through  the  dis- 
turbance, and  had  been  held  since  the  disturb- 
ance, as  Native  lands  under  tribal  rights ;  but 
it  had  all  now  gone  through  the  Court,  and  the 
titles  had  been  ascertained.  By  the  Act  of 
1894  the  Legislature  decided  that  the  restric- 
tions placed  upon  these  lands  could  only  ba 
removed  by  legislation.  That  was  the  position. 
The  next  question  opened  up  was  whether  oc 
not  it  was  advisable  to  have  free  trade  in 
Native  lands  so  far  as  land  within  the  Rohe 
Potae  was  concerned.  It  was  well  known  that 
there  were  a  very  large  number  of  Natives  in 
the  Waikato  who  were  landless,  and  he  feared 
if  there  was  free  trade  in  respect  to  the  land 
mentioned  in  this  question  they  would  not  be 
very  long  before  the  laodleBS  Natives  of  the  Wai- 
kato would  have  an  addition  to  their  numbers 
from  amongst  the  Ngatimaniapoto.  He  thought 
the  greatest  care  should  be  exercised  before 
they  gave  the  Natives  an  opportunity  of  divest- 
ing themselves  of  land  which  they  possessed, 
and,  as  this  matter  was  now  engaging  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament,  there  would  only  be  a  short 
time,  he  hoped,  before  he  should  be  able  to 
grapple  with  the  question ;  and,  as  to  any 
radical  change  such  as  that  proposed  by  this 
question,  and  as  suggested  by  the  honourable 
member,  would  it  not  be  wise  to  wait  until  they 
saw  what  the  result  of  the  decision  of  Parlia- 
ment was  upon  matters  which  were  now  under 
consideration  ?  He  might  say  legislation  that 
they  had  now  before  Parliament,  and  which 
had  been  before  the  Natives,  would  practically 
dispose  of  the  difficulty.  He  quite  sympathised 
with  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  he  must 
agree  with  him  (Mr.  Seddon)  that  there  were 
difficulties  respecting  these  lands  which  they 
must  face  sooner  or  later. 

LANDLESS  NATIVES  AND  HALF-CASTES. 

Mr.  KAIHAU .  (Western  Maori)  asked   the 

Native  Minister,  Whether  the  Government  will 

this  session    introduce  legislation    to  provide 
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land  for  landless  Natives  and  haU-castes  of  the 
]^orth  Island,  especially  in  districts  wherein 
Native  lands  were  confiscated  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  Maori  war?  In  asking  this 
question  he  would  like  to  explain  that  a  num- 
her  of  Native  tribes  sufTerea  injustice  at  the 
lime  the  lands  were  confiscated  as  the  result 
of  the  Maori  war;  that  there  were  certain 
persons  whose  claims  for  consideration  had 
never  been  recognised  by  the  Government  of 
that  day,  nor  up  to  the  present.  He  thought 
the  Government  should  now  interest  itself  in 
the  matter.  The  majority  of  the  persons  on 
whose    behalf   he    asked    this  question    were 

Sersons  who  remained  loyaJ  to  the  Queen 
uring  troublous  times,  and  those  persons  were 
now  Bufiering  injustice.  Therefore,  he  asked, 
when  would  legislation  be  introduced  to  confer 
relief  upon  these  people  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Minister  for  Native  Affairs) 
said  that  until  Parliament,  by  an  alteration  of 
the  existing  laws,  revoked  its  instructions  to 
the  Government  to  purchase  Native  lands  in 
the  Bohe  Potae,  the  Government  was  unable 
to  see  its  way 

An  Hon.  Membfb. — You  are  on  the  wrong 
question.    It  is  question  No.  18. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  Eaid  this  had  a  bearing  upon 
the  question,  because  if  the  Government  bought 
from  the  Natives  under  the  existing  laws  they 
might  then  take  a  portion  for  the  landless 
Natives ;  so  that  there  was  nothing  to  laugh 
at  at  all.  At  the  present  time  the  law  really 
commanded  the  Government  to  buy  land.  As 
to  the  disposal  of  the  land  when  acquired, — 
whether  it  should  be  set  aside  for  settlement 
hy  Europeans,  or  whether  they  should  make 
provision  for  landless  Natives  with  it, — that 
was  a  matter  that  must  be  ordered  by  Parlia- 
ment. If  Parliament  authoriFed  the  Govern- 
ment to  provide  for  landless  Natives,  as  asked 
for  by  the  honourable  member,  they  would 
be  very  pleased  to  do  it.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  did  not  scruple  to  say  that  as  regards 
the  Waikatos,  who  were  the  principal  landless 
Natives  in  the  North  Island  now,  they  were 
gradually  decreasing.  \^hen  they  fought  to- 
gether with  the  Ngatimaniapotos,  each  chief 
fought  for  the  land,  and  these  lands  as  a 
whole  were  afterwards  known  as  the  Bohe 
Potae ;  but  when  the  trouble  ceased  the  Wai- 
katos, owing  to  a  serious  mistake  on  the 
part  of  their  king,  refused  to  recognise  the 
Native  Land  Courts  of  the  colony — they  re- 
fused to  recognise  the  right  of  the  Crown  to 
give  them  a  title  to  land  that  they  contended 
belonged  to  them  from  the  time  of  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi — and  their  refusal  resulted  in 
other  Natives  getting  lands  that  ought  to 
have  gone  to  them,  so  that  they  were  now, 
to  a  great  extent,  landless.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  if  the  king  had  gone  to  the  Court 
and  asserted  his  rights  by  the  mana  of  his 
tribe,  his  people  would  have  been  admitted  into 
the  titles  of  their  lands;  but,  not  doing  so, 
they  had  lost  their  rights,  and  the  result  was 
that  a  large  number  of  them  were  now  abso- 
lutely without  land.  The  question  was  a 
Berious  one.  These  Maoris  were  in  almost  the 
Mr.  Kaihau 


same  poeition  as  those  Natives  in  the  South* 
Island,  who,  in  the  early  days,  gave  their  lauda- 
to the  oolony  for  a  mere  pottage,  and  whom 
the  colony  had  since  provided  with  land  to  the- 
extent  of  65,000  acres.  As  far  as  the  Waikato 
Natives  were  concerned,  their  principal  trouble 
was  that  they  had  no  land.  He  would  prefer 
to  go  into  the  matter  very  carefully,  and,  after 
inquiry,  if  there  was  an  opportunity  of  remov- 
ing the  difficulty,  he  thought,  in  the  interests 
of  the  Native  race,  and  the  Waikato  Natives  in 
particular,  something  might  be  done. 

ROHE  POTAE  NATIVE  LANDS. 

Mr.  KAIHAU  (Western  Maori)  asked  the 
Native  Minister,  Whether  the  Government  will- 
cease  purchasing  Native  land  in  the  Bohe  Potae 
district,  as  prayed  by  Petition  No.  217  of  last 
session,  which  was  recommended  by  the  Native- 
Affairs  Committee  to  the  favourable  considera- 
tion of  the  Government?  He  said  he  would 
like  to  point  out  to  the  House  that  this  was 
the  principal  grievance  of  the  people  of  the- 
North  Island — that  they  could  not  keep  out  the 
Government  land-purchasers  from  among  them.. 
If  it  was  necessary  that  restrictions  should  be 
placed  on  the  land  prohibiting  its  sale  by  the 
Native  owners  to  private  purchasers,  why 
should  not  that  prohibition  extend  equally  to 
the  Government  ?  The  prices  that  were  paid 
by  the  Government  for  this  land  were  altogether 
below  the  value  of  the  land  purchased.  Leuad 
had  been  purchased  within  that  district  for  so 
low  a  price  as  Is.  6d.  an  acre,  and  he  thought 
he  was  right  in  saying  that  never  had  more 
than  7s.  6d.  per  acre  been  given  for  any  of 
the  land,  even  though,  as  he  knew  of  his  own 
knowledge,  the  land  was  value  at  the  least  for 
from  £1  to  £2  an  acre.  This  was  a  large  extent 
of  country,  containing  about  two  million  aorea 
of  land,  or  perhaps  more  ;  at  any  rate,  it  con- 
tained this  area  originally,  but  about  one 
million  acres  had  now  been  purchased  by  the 
Crown.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  look 
into  the  matter.  They  should  bring  themselves 
to  realise  that  if  they  purchased  all  the  land 
there  would  be  none  left  for  the  Maoris ;  and 
he  trusted,  therefore,  they  would  put  a  stop  to- 
these  purchases  by  the  Crown.  He  would  like 
to  see  the  instructions  given  without  delay  U> 
the  Government  land-purchase  officer  stationed 
in  the  district,  directing  him  to  cease  pur^ 
chasing  the  land.  If  some  such  step  was  not 
taken,  these  people  would  suffer  grievous  in* 
jury. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Minister  for  Native  Affairsy 
said,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  were  few  new 
purchases  that  had  been  entered  upon.  Since 
last  session  the  operations  had  been  confined 
to  dosing  up  contracts  previously  entered  into* 
with  Natives  for  the  purchase  of  their  land, 
which  contracts  were  morally  binding  on  the 
Natives.  Aa  far  as  the  Government  were  con- 
cerned, they  preferred  to  have  the  land  settled 
under  the  proposals  which  would  shortly  be 
submitted  to  Parliament,  and  which  the 
Natives  themselves  had  been  consulted  upon. 
If  the  purchasing  continued,  the  result  must 
inevitably  be  that  there   would  be   a   laige- 
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number  of  landless  Natives  who  wonld  tdti- 
mately  be  a  burden  to  the  colony,  and  there 
would  follow  the  extermination  of  a  noble 
imoe.  If  settlement  was  to  be  allowed  to 
proceed,  however,  the  qaestion  was  one  that 
should  be  very  seriously  considered  by  the' 
House.  The  country  was  a  growing  one,  and 
it  could  not  be  supposed  that  the  Government 
would  allow  large  tracts  of  country  to  lie  un- 
occupied if  the  Maoris  could  not  themselves 
cultivate  it,  and  if  the  white  people  wanted  to 
go  upon  it.  That  was  a  state  of  things  that 
could  not  be  allowed  to  continue.  For  him- 
self, he  believed  the  purchase  of  land  should 
stop,  but  that  the  settlement  of  land  should 
piooeed. 

PAOIPIO    CABLE    SERVICE. 
„^         Mr.    SEDDON  (Premier)  moved, 
f.9U.    f^^^^  ^^^  question  of  establishing   a 
Pacific  cable  service  be  referred  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee.    He  asked  the  House  to 
pass  this  motion  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  as  he 
nad  received  a  cable  bearin«  on  this  question, 
which  he  wished  to  refer  to     e  Committee. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

WELLINGTON    CITY    RECLAMATION 
AND  PUBLiC  BATHS  BILL. 

Adjourned  debate  on  the  question,  **  That  the 
report  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee  on  this 
BUI  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BANK  OF  NEW   ZEALAND   AND  BANK- 
ING BILL. 

nV  COMHITTEX. 

Clause  6.—**  The  directors  first  appointed  and 
elected  as  aforesaid  shall  take  office  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  thereupon  the 
lollowing  events  shall  forthwith  ensue : — 
**  (1.)  The  directors  then  previously  in  office 

shall  cease  to  hold  office. 
^  (2.)  The  office  of  the  President  of  the  Bank 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  abolished,  and 
the  President  shall  cease  to  hold  that 
office,  and  all  references  to  him,  his 
office,  or  functions  contained  in  *  The 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Share  Gua- 
rantee Act,  1894,'  or  any  amendment 
thereof  other  than  this  Act,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  repealed : 

"Provided  nevertheless  as  follows, 
that  is  to  say : — 

**  (a.)  Within  one  month  after  the 
abolition  of  his  office  the  Board  shall 
offer  him,  without  prejudice,  a  sum 
equal  to  two  years'  salary  in  full  satis- 
faction of  any  right  or  claim  he  mav 
have  against  the  colony  or  the  Bank 
for  damages  or  compensation  for  loss 
of  office. 

**  (&.)  If  he  decline  to  accept  such 
offer  he  may,  within  three  months 
after  the  abolition  of  his  office,  but 
not  later,  institute  proceedinas  in 
any  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction 


against  the  Bank  to  recover  damage* 
for  vrrongful  removal  from  office. 

'*  (c.)  For  the  purposes  of  such  pro- 
ceedings he  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
been  appointed  to  his  office  by  the 
Bank  instead  of  by  the  Governor  in 
Council,  and  to  have  been  removed 
from  office  by  the  Bank  instead  of  by 
this  Act. 

**  (d,)  In  such  proceedings  the  Bank 
shall  be  entitled  to  set  up  anjr  de- 
fence that  would  be  available  m  an 
action  for  damages  for  wrongful  dis- 
missal. 

**  (a.)  The  amount  of  damages  and 
costs,  if  an^,  awarded  to  him  by  final 
judgment  in  such  proceedings  shall 
be  paid  by  the  Bank. 

"(/.)  Subject  to   and  without  de- 
rogating from    the    foregoing  provi- 
sions, nothing  hereinbefore  contained 
shall  be  construed  as  an  admission  or 
recognition  that  he  has  any  right  or 
claim  to  compensation  or  damages  bm 
against  the  Bank,  and  in  no  case 
shall  he  have  any  such  right  or  claim 
as  against  Her  Majesty." 
Mr.  PIRANI  moved  to  add,  after  the  words 
**  but  not  later  "  in  subdection  (6),  the  words- 
**  give  notice  of  his  intention  to." 

Motion  negatived,  and  paragraph  (&)  [agreed 
to. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved  to  insert,  in  subsec- 
tion (c),  the  word  "  duly "  before   the   word 
"  appointed." 
The  Committee  divided. 

Aybs,  16. 

Bollard  Mackenzie,  M.  Wason 

Fraser  Massey  Wilson. 

Hutcheson,  J.  Moore 

Joyce  Pirani  TaUsrSr 

Lawry  Rolleston  Lewis 

Lethbridge  Russell  MUlar. 

Noes,  45. 

Allen,  B.  G.       Hunter  0*Meara 

Brown  Hutchison,  G.  Parata 

Cadman  Kaihau  Seddon 

Carnoross  Kelly  Smith 

Carroll  Lang  Stevens 

Carson  Lamach  Steward 

Crowther  McGowan  Symes 

Duncan  McGuire  Tanner 

Duthie  McKenzie,  J.  Taylor. 

Flatman  McLean  Thompson,  T. 

Gilfedder  McNab  Thomson,  J.  W* 

Graham  Meredith  Ward. 

HallJones        Mills  TeUen. 

Henries  Monk  Montgomery 

Holland  Morrison  Thompson,  It. 

Houston 

Paibs. 

For,  A^ifuL 
Buchanan                 Field 
Wriest.                     O'Regan. 

Majority  against,  29. 
Amendment  negatived. 
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Mr.  MILLAR  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
words  after  **Coanoil,"  with  the  view  of  in- 
serting *'upon  the  terms  mentioned  in    the 

•  Oovemor's  warrant  of  appointment,  and  at  the 
i  annual  salary  of  two  thousand  two  hundred 

and  fifty  pounds." 
Motion  negatived. 

Paragraphs  (cK  (d),  (e),  (/)  agreed  to,  and 
'  clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7. — "  Every  written  contract  or  agree- 
.  ment  as  to  salary,  tenure  of  office,  or  otherwise 
howsoever,  made  between  the  Bank  or  the 
Board  on  the  one  part,  and  the  President,  the 
Auditor,  or  any  Inspector  of  the  Bank  on  the 
other  part,  at  any  time  subsequent  to  the 
coming  into  operation  of  'The  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  Share  Guarantee  Act,  1894,*  is  here- 
'  by  declared  to  be  void  for  all  purposes  ;  and  no 

EBkrty  to  any  such  contract  or  agreement  shall 
ave  any  claim  to  compensation  or  otherwise 

•  by  reason  of  the  voiding  thereof : 

**  Provided  that,  in  the  event  of  the  present 
Auditor  oeaeing  to  hold  that  office,  and  not 
going  into  the  Bank's  service  within  one  year 
after  tbe  coming  into  operation  of  this  Aot, 
then,  for  the  purposes  of  determining  his  claim 
on  the  Pension  Fund  of  the  Bank,  he  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  been  in  the  service  of  the 
Bank  during  tbe  whole  period  of  his  service  as 
Auditor." 

Mr.  8EDD0N  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
**  the  Auditor  or  any  Inspector.* 

Words  struck  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso. 

Agreed  to. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
''That  the  clause,  as  amended,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 


Atbs,  3 

7. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Houston 

Parata 

•  Oadman 

Kaihau 

Seddon 

Carncross 

Kelly 

Stevens 

Carroll 

Lang 

Steward 

Carson 

Lawry 

Symes 

^  Crowther 

McGowan 

Tanner 

Duncan 

Mackenzie, 

M.  Taylor 

Flatman 

MoKenzie,  J.      Thompson,  I 

Gilfedder 

MoNab 

Thompson,  1 

Graham 

Meredith 

Hall  Jones 

Mills 

Telleri, 

Herries 

Monk 

Morrison 

Holland 

Moore 

O'Meara. 

Noes,  17. 

Bollard. 

MoLean 

Smith 

Brown 

Massey 

Wason 

.  Fraser 

Millar 

Wilson. 

Hunter 

Pirant 

TelUr$, 

Hutoheson,  J. 

Rolleston 

Lewis 

. Joyce 

Bussell 

PlIBS. 

Montgomery. 

,                                           For. 

Against. 

Field 

Buchanan 

Lamaoh 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

O'Regan 

Wright 

Pere. 

MoGuire. 

Majority  foi 

.  ao. 

•Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  6.—*'  With  respect  to  the  Board  mm 
hereinbefore  oonstituted  under  this  Aot,  and 
the  members  thereof,  the  following  provtsiona 
shall  apply : — 

"  (1.)  The  provisions  of  *  The  Disqualifioation 
Aot,  1878,*  relating  to  Civil  servants 
shall  apply  to  the  directors. 
"  (2.)  Out  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the 
Governor  in  Council  he  shall  appoint 
one    to    be    the    Chairman    of  the 
Board. 
"  (3.)  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  shall  re- 
side   in    the  Wellington  Provinoial 
District, 
"(i.)  An   ordinary  meeting   of    the   Board 
shall  be  held  at  least  onoe  a  month, 
and  at  regular  periodical  intervals. 
*'  (5.)  At  all  meetings  of  the  Board  (whether 
ordinary  or  special)  the  quorum  shall 
be  an  absolute  majority  of   all  the 
directors  who  for  the  time  being  are 
in  office. 
"  (6.)  If  any  director  fail  to  attend  three 
consecutive  ordinary  meetings  of  the 
Board    his  offioe  shall  thereby  be- 
come vacant,  unless  such  non-attend- 
ance has   been  previously  consented 
to  by  the  Board,  or  (in  the  case  of 
the  Chairman)  is  sanctioned  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer.** 
Captain  KUSSELL  moved  to  strike  out  sub- 
section (1)  with  the  view  of  inserting  :— 

'*  No  person  shall  be  eligible  for  appointment 
as  a  director  appointed  by  the  Governor  in 
Council  who  is  a  member  of  the  Legislative 
Council  or  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  nor 
shall  any  person  be  eligible  for  suoh  an  ap- 
pointment within  a  period  of  twelve  months 
after  such  person  shall  have  ceased  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council  or  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Any  person  ap- 
pointed In  contravention  of  this  enactment 
shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  fifty  pounds 
for  every  day  such  person  shall  act  as  a 
director.** 

Subsection  (1)  struck  out,  and  Captain  Ras- 
seirs  amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  to  add  the 
following  new  subsection : — 

"  lA.  No  Civil  servant  within  the  meaning 
of  *The  Disqualification  Aot,  1878,*  shall  be 
eligible  for  appointment  as  a  director  of  the 
Bank,  and  no  Civil  servant  shall  be  so  eligible 
until  he  has  left  the  Civil  Service  for  at  least 
twelve  months.** 
New  subsection  agreed  to. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  to  strike  out 
subsection  (2),  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following :    "  The  directors  shall  at  their  first 
meeting  elect  one  of  their  number  to  be  Chair- 
man  of  the  Board.*' 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Subsection  struck  out,  and  words  inserted. 
Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  oat  subeeo- 
tion  (8). 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  subsection  (3)  struck 
out. 
Subsections  (4)  and  (5)  agreed  te. 
Snbeeetion  (6). 
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Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  oat  all  the 
words  after  **  consented  to  by  the  Board." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  stmok  oat . 

Clause  8,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  claases  9, 
10, 11,  and  13. 

Agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Committee  sit 
•gain  at  half-past  two  o'clock  this  day  (Wed- 
nesday), 

Captain  BUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said  he 
objected  to  that.  He  did  not  think  it  right 
that  they  should  allow  this  continual  sub- 
Tersion  of  the  Standing  Orders.  The  Standing 
Orders  were  framed  for  the  protection  of  the 
House  against  the  domination  of  Ministers. 
The  Standing  Orders  were  not  made  to  be  set 
aside  continually  without  rhyme  or  reason. 
There  was  no  possible  reason  why  private  mem- 
bers should  every  week  have  the  days  set  apart 
for  their  business  taken  away.  He  objected  to 
it  altogether  as  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
minority. 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  said  it  could 
not  be  done  if  there  were  any  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  House  could  fix  any 
time  it  thought  proper  for  resuming  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill  in  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  he  had  pro- 
mised  to  give  private  members  another  day. 
He  proposed  to  bring  down  the  Financial 
Statement,  and  therefore  he  was  not  asking  too 
maoh  that  this  Bill  should  be  got  rid  of,  and 
that  the  House  should  get  on  with  the  work  of 
the  country.  There  were  only  four  questions 
to  be  answered  next  day. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  said  the  Premier 
had  stated  that  there  were  only  four  questions 
on  the  Order  Paper.  It  was  quite  true  that 
there  were  only  four  questions  left  over,  but 
about  thirty  new  questions  had  been  given 
notice  of  that  day.  He  thought  the  way  in 
which  questions  had  been  answered  this  session 
was  peiiectly  scandalous.  He  himself  had  had 
one  question  on  the  Order  Paper  for  three 
weeks,  and  it  had  not  been  reached  yet.  He 
thought  that  the  questions  ought  to  be  answered 
that  afternoon,  and  then  the  several  private 
members'  Bills  set  down  should  be  dealt  with, 
and  the  Banking  BiU  taken  after  that. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  if  he  understood  it  aright, 
that  the  proposition  was  that  private  members' 
day  should  be  taken  again  for  Government 
business. 

Hon.  MxMBEBS. — Yes. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  thought  that  was  a  very  bad 
precedent.  The  Liquor  Bill  was  on  the  top  of 
the  Order  Paper  for  the  24th  August,  when  it 
was  seventh  on  the  list  for  last  Thursday.  He 
bad  no  desire  to  stop  that  Bill  being  dis- 
cnssed,  but  it  was  a  marvellous  thing  that  it 
should  find  its  way  to  the  top  of  the  Order 
Paper  again  for  the  day  on  which  it  had  been 
set  down.  He  did  not  see  any  occasion  for 
uigenoy  in  the  case  of  the  Banking  Bill.  Let 
that  Bill  take  its  course.  He  thought  they 
were  having  private  members'  days  trenched 
«■  unduly. 


Mr.  MORRISON  was  surprised  at  the  course 
which  some  honourable  members  were  taking . 
with  regard  to  the  reasonable  suggestion  which 
had  fallen  from  the  Premier.  He  (Mr.  Mor- 
rison) had  sat  there  all  night,  and  haid  not  said 
a  single  word  while  the  Bill  was  in  Committee. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  a  determined  set  had 
been  made  against  this  Bill  in  Committee  by 
certain  honourable  members  who  were  always 
telling  the  House  that  they  wished  to  see  the 
Bill  passed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
could  not  refer  to  what  took  place  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  until  the  Committee  had 
gone  through  the  Bill  and  reported  it  to  the  - 
House. 

Mr.  MORRISON  thought  it  advisable  that 
the  Bill  should  be  pushed  through  and  sent  to 
the  Upper  House.  It  seemed  to  him  that  if 
the  Bill  was  not  gone  on  with  now  it  would- 
not  come  on  again  this  session.  Seeing  that 
the  financial  debate  would  be  on  shortly,  he 
thought  honourable  members  should  be  reason- 
able in  their  demands.  This  was  the  fourth 
or  fifth  discussion  which  had  taken  place  in 
Committee  on  this  Bill.  He  thought  the  BiU 
should  be  put  through  Committee,  and  placed 
on  the  statute-book. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  put  a  stronger 
ground  than  that.  In  Committee  he  suggested 
taking  to-morrow  afternoon,  and  that  then  he 
would  agree  to  an  adjournment  at  two  o'clock. 
He  said  there  was  a  general  chorus  of  approval 
at  that.  The  honourable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui,  he  thought,  simply  put  him  on  his  guard. 
He  said  that,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
business  of  the  country,  they  should  never  get 
the  third  reading  through  if  they  did  not  push 
on  with  the  Bill.  They  did  not  know  but  chat 
there  might  be  a  protracted  debate  on  the 
Financial  Statement,  and  if  this  Bill  was  de- 
layed it  would  give  the  Legislative  Council 
another  excuse  to  throw  it  out,  as  they  threw 
it  out  once  before. 

The  House  divided. 


Atbs.  33. 

Allen,  E.  Q. 

Lawry 

Stevens 

Cad  man 
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Carncross 

McKenzie,  J. 

Symes 
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Tanner 
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Thompson,  R. 
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Thompson,  T. 
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Houston 

Parata 
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Morrison. 
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Noss,  21. 

Bollard 

Kelly 

Russell 

Brown 

Lang 

Smith 

Carson 

Lethbridge 

Taylor 

Fraser 

Lewis 

Wason. 

Herries 

McLean 

TelUn. 

Hunter 

Moore 

Mackenzie,  M.- 

Hutcheson,  J. 

RoUeston 

Massey. 

Htttohison,  G. 
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PiJBS. 

For,  Affomst, 

Field  Baohanan 

Hogg  Dathte 

Larnaoh  Thomson,  J.  W. 

O'Regan  Wrigbi 

Pere.  McGaite. 

Majority  for,  12. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  two 
«'olock  a.m. 


LBGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday^  3rd  August,  1898, 


First  Beading— Third  Readings— Wanflanni  Hospital 
Board  Empowering  Bill  — Port  Chalmers  Me- 
chanics' Institate  Reserves  Vesting  Bill— Divorce 
Bill— First  OlTenderB'  Probation  BOl. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbaksr  took  the  ohair  at 
half-past  two  o'olook. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Separate  Institutions  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Mairetahi  Loan  Conversion  Bill,  Hannaton 
Church  Site  BiU. 

WANGANUI  HOSPITAL  BOARD  EM- 
POWERING BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  ARKWRIGHT,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  ex- 
plain the  reasons  for  passing  this  Bill,  as  they 
were  fully  set  forth  m  the  preamble,  and  he 
hoped  there  would  he  no  opposition  to  it. 
Briefly,  the  facts  were  these.  In  1890  a  gentle- 
man named  Reid  died,  leaving  a  sum  of 
£5,000  to  the  Wanganui  Hospital  Board,  sub- 
ject to  his  wife's  life -interest  in  it.  At  that 
time  it  was  very  necessary  to  build  a  new  hos- 
pital at  Wanganui,  and  the  Board  was  anxious 
to  obtain  this  money  at  once.  In  1893  they 
got  an  Act  passed  to  enable  them  to  borrow 
the  sum  of  £5,000  on  the  security  of  this  legacy 
and  a  certain  number  of  endowments  they 
possessed.  The  money  was  advanced  by  the 
trustees  of  Mrs.  Reid,  the  widow,  and  now 
the  time  for  which  the  money  was  bor- 
rowed had  nearly  expired.  It  would  expire  in 
two  years,  and  the  Board  were  very  anxious 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  from  6} 
per  cent.     Mrs.  Reid  and  her  trustees  were 

•  quite  willing  to  advance  the  monev  at  5  per 
cent.,  but  were  advised  by  their  solicitor  that 
they  could  not  do  so  under  the  Act  of  1898. 
He  did  not  profess  to  say  whether  that  opinion 
was  correct  or  not,  but,  as  it  was  borne  out  by 
the  solicitor  to  the  Hospital  Board,  he  thought 
they  might  take  it  as  such.  This  Bill  gave 
power  to  the  Board  to  borrow  the  money  from 
Mrs.  Reid  for  a  further  term  of  ten  yean  at 

•  5  per  cent.,  and  thus  enable  them  to  save  £75 


a  year  for  two  years.  It  was  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Board  to  borrow  the  money  from  Mn. 
Reid,  because  if  she  died  before  the  expiration 
of  the  term  the  loan  would  simply  be  wiped 
out,  and  would  cease  to  bear  interest. 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 

PORT  CHALMERS  MECHANICS*  INSTI- 
TUTB  RESERVES  VESTING  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PINKERTON,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  did  not 
think  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  make  a  long 
speech  or  to  say  much  on  the  question,  as  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill  explained  the  position. 
The  land  had  been  in  possession  of  this  body 
for  a  long  number  of  years— about  thirty  or 
more.  It  was  vested,  in  the  provincial  days, 
in  the  Superintendent,  and  afterwards  in  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  now  held,  and  it  was  now  asked  to 
be  vested  in  the  ordinary  way  in  the  Me- 
chanics' Institute  itself.  The  Port  Chalmers 
people  were  fully  alive  to  what  was  going  on, 
and  not  only  had  no  objection  to  offer,  but 
were  very  much  in  favour  of  the  course  whioh 
was  now  being  taken. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

DIVORCE  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.  ^  Sir,  this 
Bill  is  so  well-known  to  honourable  members 
that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  dilate  at  any 
length  upon  its  nature  or  the  reasons  for  ite 
introduction.  This  is,  I  think,  the  fourth  time 
this  Bill  has  appeared  before  the  Council.  On 
the  first  occasion  on  which  it  was  introduced 
it  passed  its  second  reading,  in  1894 ;  and  on 
the  second  occasion,  in  1895,  it  passed  thron^^ 
all  its  stages,  and  passed  its  second  reading 
and  most  of  it  passed  through  Committee  of 
the  othet  House ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  met  its 
fate  amongst  the  *'  innocents."  On  this  oooa- 
sion  there  is  this  difference:  that  the  Bill 
originated  in  the  other  House,  having  passed 
through  all  its  stages  in  the  other  House.  I 
may,  then,  assume  that,  at  all  events,  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  has  been  on  several  occasions 
affirmed  by  the  Council.  The  Bill  in  all  essen- 
tial particulars  is  the  same  as  the  Bill  that 
has  been  on  former  occasions  before  the 
Council.  The  most  important  part  of  it — 
in  fact,  its  essence— is  contained  in  clause 
8,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  add  certain 
additional  grounds  and  reasons  for  granting 
dissolution  of  marriage.  At  present,  as  mem- 
bers are  aware,  the  only  ground  is  infidelity ; 
and  there  is  this  remarkable  anomaly  in  our 
laws :  that  the  wife  is  on  a  different  footing 
from  her  husband.  In  the  case  of  a  wife  seek- 
ing dissolution  of  marriage  it  is  necessary  to 
prove,  in  addition  to  infidelity,  certain  other 
aggravating  oiroumstances— cruelty,  desertioik, 
and  certain  other  concomitants  which  I  need 
not  mention.  We  all  know  the  old  argument 
against  placing  both  spouses  on  the  same  foot- 
ing, and  I  am  aware  that  certain  members  still 
entertain  that  opinion.  But  I  do  not  intend 
to  attempt  to  controvert  it,  because  I  am  ocm* 
vinoed  a  large  number  of  the  Counoil  are  < 
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Tinoed  thai  Ihere  is  no  good  reason  for  maintain- 
'ing  a  different  moral  standard  for  men  and 
women.  The  first  subsection  of  clause  3  pro- 
poses to  place  both  spouses  on  the  same  footing 
418  regards  marriage.  The  second  is  something 
entirely  new  to  our  law — that  is,  making  deser- 
tion for  a  period  of  years  a  ground  for  dissolution 
of  marriage.  Although  this  is  new  to  English 
law,  most — nearly  all — other  countries  which 
allow  divorce  on  any  ground  recognise  deser- 
tion as  one  of  those  grounds,  and  it  is  only 
England,  and,  I  think,  a  few  of  her  colonies 
— very  few  now — which  refuses  to  recognise 
desertion  as  a  ground  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
marriage-tie.  I  regret  to  say  there  is  an  im- 
;portant  difference  between  this  Bill  and  former 
Bills,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  the  period  of 
desertion.  Honourable  members  will  notice 
the  period  required  by  subsection  (2)  of  clause  3 
is  seven  years.  As  the  Bill  was  introduced  the 
period  was  four  years,  and  I  regret  it  has  been 
•altered  to  seven,  because  I  think  it  must  be 
admitted,  if  desertion  is  to  be  recognised  at  all 
4u  a  ground  for  divorce,  that  four  years  is  ample 
time  to  secure  that  the  desertion  has  not  taken 
place  in  a  mere  fit  of  temper;  and  it  seems  to 
me  to  extend  the  period  from  four  years  to  seven 
is  a  refinement  of  cruelty.  It  is  expecting  men 
and  women  who  are  in  this  unfortunate  posi- 
tion to  live  in  such  circumstances  as  we  know, 
•80  long  as  human  nature  is  constituted  as  it  is, 
is  extremely  difficult  for  some  to  maintain.  I 
think  we  may  look  upon  desertion  as  sufficient 
ground  for  divorce,  because  here  we  have  the 
sure  ground  of  eiperience  to  proceed  upon; 
because  we  know  that  for  three  hundred  years 
desertion  has  been  a  ground  for  dissolution  of' 
marriage  in  Scotland,  and  no  one  ever  hears  of 
any  one  proposing  in  Scotland  that  this  law 
should  be  altered.  We  are  accustomed  to  hear 
arguments  addressed  to  us  as  to  the  serious 
effects  of  relaxing  the  marriage  bond,  and  of 
the  danger  of  enlarging  and  extending  the 
grounds  for  divorce.  We  have  arguments  ad- 
dressed to  us  as  to  the  fearful  calamity  that 
will  overtake  a  country  if  any  change  of  this 
-sort  is  made.  But  it  is  surely  sufficient  to 
meet  these  arguments  to  point  to  the  case  of 
^Scotland,  and  other  countries,  in  which  the 
law  has*  been  in  operation  for  so  many 
years.  I  know  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kerr,  for 
instance,  year  after  year,  has  steadily  opposed 
the  Bill  on  this  ground,  and  warns  us  of 
the  serious  oonsequenoes  that  muse  ensue, 
end  yet  he  is  a  Scotchman;  and  does  it  not 
strike  him  that  his  arguments  amount  almost 
to  a  libel  on  his  native  country,  when  he 
tells  us  of  the  fearful  risk,  the  awful  danger, 
to  the  morality  of  the  community  of  extending 
the  law  in  this  direction  ?  On  tiiat  point,  Sir, 
it  would  be  sufficient,  I  think,  to  refer  to  one 
authority,  than  whom  it  would  be  impossible  to 
name  an  authority  whose  word  is  entitled  to 
greater  weight— the  late  Lord  President  of  the 
Divorce  Oourt  in  England,  Lord  President 
Hannan.     He  says,— 

*'  The  sentence  of  judicial  separation  is  open 
to  seriona  objection,  and  it  would  be  better  tnat 
whatever  shall  justify  a  Court  in  authorising 


married  persons  to  live  separate  should  lead  to 
a  dissolution  of  marriage  if  required.  I  have 
no  apprehension  that  this  extension  of  the  law 
of  divorce  would  cause  greater  immorality. 
That  depends  on  the  habits  and  character  of 
the  nation.  There  is  no  greater  immorality  in 
Scotland  amongst  married  people  than  in  Eng- 
land, though  the  grounds  of  dissolution  of  mar- 
riage have  always  been  more  extensive  in  the 
first- named  country.*' 

To  me  that  is  the  opinion  of  a  man  who 
is  l>etter  qualified  to  express  the  results  of 
experience  on  this  subject  than  probably  any 
other  man  who  has  ever  lived,  apd  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me,  I  think,  to  dwell  any  further 
upon  this  ground  of  desertion.  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  next :  The  proposal  deals  with 
habitual  drunkenness,  and  I  ask  honourable 
members  {to  notice  that  it  is  not  habitual 
drunkenness  alone  that  it  is  proposed  to 
make  a  ground,  but  that  coupled  with 
habitual  drunkenness  there  must  be  neglect 
to  'provide  means  of  support  for  wife  and 
family.  It  is  not  proposed  to  make  drunken- 
ness alone  a  sufficient  ground;  it  must  be 
coupled  with  cruelty,  or  neglect  to  provide 
maintenance.  As  to  the  fourth  ground,  it 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  anything, 
because  we  know  of  several  cases  in  which 
it  is  simply  a  scandal  that  the*  wife  should 
not  be  able  to  obtain  a  divorce  —  that  she 
should  be  tied  to  a  man  who  has  been  sen- 
tenced, perhaps  for  life,  or  to  penal  servitude 
for  many  years,  for  an  attempt  upon  her  life. 
Now,  I  am  not  going  to  trouble  the  Council 
at  any  length  with  my  own  opinions,  but  I 
will  just  refer  members  of  the  Council  to 
the  opinions  lof  the  historian  Leoky — opinions 
expressed  in  his  recent  book  **  Democracy  and 
Liberty,"  in  which  he  discusses  the  subject 
pretty  fully,  and  meets  most  of  the  argu- 
ments that  are  usually  raised  to  the  extension 
of  the  grounds  of  divorce.    He  says, — 

"  Apart  from  the  difference  between  the  rights 
of  the  two  sexes  which  was  established  in  the 
Divorce  Act,  the  Act  is  a  manifestly  imperfect 
one."  (That  is  the  English  Act  of  1867,  which 
is  identical  with  ours.)  **  If  divorce  is  admitted 
at  all,  on  utilitarian  grounds,  there  are  reasons 
quite  as  strong  as  adultery  for  granting  it.  It 
is  a  scandal  to  English  legislation  that  it  should 
not  be  granted  when  one  of  the  partners  has 
been  condemned  for  some  grave  criminal  of- 
fence involving  a  long  period  of  imprisonment 
or  penal  servitude,  or  for  wilful  and  prolonged 
desertion,  or  for  cruelty,  however  atrocious,  if 
it  is  not  coupled  with  adultery." 

Now,  these  are  precisely  the  grounds  proposed 
in  this  Bill:— 

**  In  all  continental  legislations  which  admit 
divorce  a  catalogue  of  grave  causes  is  admitted 
which  justify  it.  In  my  own  opinion,  gross, 
habitual,  and  long- continued  drunkenness 
should  be  among  them." 

That  goes  even  farther  than  the  Bill  proposes 
to  go,  because  drunkenness  alone  is  not  pro- 
posed to  be  sufficient : — 

'*  Much  is  said  of  the  injury  which  the  per* 
mission  of  divorce  would  inflict  upon  women. 
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and  upon  children ;  but  in  moat  of  the  oases  I 
have  last  specified  women  suffer  far  more  fre- 
quently than  men  from  its  denial,  and  few 
greater  curses  can  be  inflicted  upon  children 
than  that  they  should  be  brought  np  by 
drunken  or  criminal  parents.  Divoioe-laws 
drawn  substantially  on  the  lines  I  have  in- 
dicated were  enacted  in  Victoria  in  1889,  and 
in  New  South  Wales  in  1891.  The  general 
tendency  of  continental  legislatious  seems  to 
be  to  make  all  cases  in  which  judicial  sepekra> 
tion  can  be  granted  causes  for  divorce.  It  is 
obvious  that,  when  such  separations  have  taken 
place,  the  pyrpoees  of  marriage  are  defeated. 
It  is  a  more  difficult  and  intricate  question 
whether  divorce  should  be  suffered  to  super- 
sede separation,  as  is  the  case  in  many  con- 
tinental countries,  or  whether  the  latter  should 
not  still  continue  for  those  whose  principles 
prevent  them  from  availing  themselves  of  the 
former. 

"  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  real  reason 
to  think  that  the  standard  of  domestic  morals 
in  England  has  been  impaired  by  the  strictly 
limited  right  of  divorce  which  was  granted  by 
the  Act  of  1857.  The  scenes  of  shame  and  vice 
and  domestic  wretchedness  that  are  often  dis- 
closed in  the  Divorce  Court  are  certainly  not 
produced  by  it,  though  much  misery  and  wicked- 
ness which  would  otherwise  have  festered  in 
lifelong  secrecy  are  brought  by  its  action  into 
the  light  of  day.  It  is,  however,  true  that  the 
exposure  of  the  inmost  secrets  and  of  the  worat 
sides  of  domestic  life  through  the  reports  of  the 
Divorce  Court  in  a  source  of  real  demoralisa- 
tion. The  respectable  portion  of  the  Press 
fully  recognises  it,  and  does  its  best  by  very 
abridged  reports  to  minimise  it ;  but  there  is  a 
certain  section  which  finds  in  these  reports  a 
kind  of  literature  which  is,  unhappily,  as  popu- 
lar as  it  is  degrckding.  It  is  absurd,  however,  to 
contend  that  this  abuse  is  unavoidable,  for  the 

f>ublicity  of  divorce  proceedings  is  almost  pecu- 
iar  to  England.  It  is,  I  believe,  a  nearly  un- 
mixed evil.  Ample  guarantees  for  the  ob- 
servance of  justice  could  be  obtained  without 
it ;  and,  in  addition  to  its  effect  in  fomenting 
and  gratifying  an  appetite  for  impure  scandal, 
it  seriously  obstructs  the  course  of  justice,  by 
soaring  witnesses  from  the  witness-box." 

It  then  goes  on  to  deal  with  the  subject  of 
perjury.  I  may  explain  here  that  one  clause 
of  the  Bill — a  clause  which  has  been  in  the  Bill 
from  the  beginning— proposes  to  give  the  Judge 
power  to  forbid  the  publication  of  the  reports  of 
evidence,  and  provides  for  the  oases,  if  the  Judge 
thinks  proper,  being  heard  in  camera. 

An  Hon.  Member.— What  clause  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.— It  is  one 
towards  the  end— section  22.  Lecky  goes  on 
to  say : — 

"  Some  good  Judges  are  of  opinion  that  the 
standard  of  domestic  morals,  in  a  considerable 
section  of  the  upper  classes  in  England,  has  in 
the  present  generation  been  lowered,  and  that 
principle  and  practice  have  alike  grown  more 
lax.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  arrive  at  any 
aocurate  judgment  on  such  a  subject,  but  it 
may,  I  think,  be  confidently  asserted  that,  if 
Hon.  Mu  MaeOregar 


such  a  change  has  taken  place,  it  has  been  due 
to  quite  other  influences  than  the  divorce  law* 
Sudden  and  enormous  increase  of  wealth  brings 
with  it  luxury,  idleness,  and  self-indulgenoe. 
Cosmopolitan  habits  of  life  break  down  old 
customs  and  introduce  new  manners.  The  de- 
cay of  ancient  beliefs  loosens  many  ties,  and  a. 
few  bad  social  influences  in  high  places  will 
affect  the  tone  of  large  sections  of  society.  On 
the  whole,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  signs  of  in- 
creasing moral  laxity  in  England  are  mora* 
apparent  in  other  directions:  in  increased 
worldliness  and  hardness,  and  craving  for 
wealth  and  pleasure,  among  the  young;  in 
the  increased  social  influence  of  dishonestly 
acquired  money ;  in  the  frequency,  the  cynic- 
ism, and  the  success  of  gross  instances  of 
political  profligacy. 

"The  multiplication  of  divorces  is  often  the- 
symptom,  but  it  is  rarely,  I  think,  the  canse^ 
of  a  monJ  decadence.  Few  things  are  mora 
difficult  than  a  comparison  of  the  social 
morality  of  different  countries.  The  clear 
and  decisive  evidence  which  statistics  can 
throw  on  comparative  criminality  is  here 
wanting;  the  sphere  of  observation  of  th» 
best  observer  must  be  very  limited,  and  manj 
influences  are  calculated  to  mislead.  No> 
grosser  injustice,  for  example,  could  be  dona 
to  ordinary  French  life  than  to  judge  it  by  th» 
writings  of  French  novelists  or  French  play- 
writers  ;  and  some  Catholic  theologians  on  the 
Continent  are  accustomed  to  draw  pictures  of 
domestic  life  in  England  and  America  which  are 
at  least  equally  misleading.  On  the  whole,  it 
seems  clear  that  domestic  morals  in  the  pasi 
have  seldom  sunk  lower  than  in  some  countriea 
and  periods  when  divorce  was  absolutely  impos- 
sible ;  and,  in  the  present  day,  I  do  not  think 
that  those  who  will  compare  the  domestio 
morality  of  countries  where  divorce  is  denied 
with  those  in  which  it  is  admitted  will  find  any 
real  superiority  in  the  former.  A  comparison 
from  this  point  of  view  of  Italy,  Spain,  and 
Portugal,  with  the  Scandinavian  countries^ 
Germany,  and  Switzerland ;  of  Berlin  with 
Vienna  ;  of  Belgium  and  Holland  with  France 
as  it  existed  before  1884 ;  of  the  Catholic  with 
the  Protestant  populations  of  the  Austrian  Em- 
pire, will,  I  think,  support  this  statement." 

That  is  the  opinion  of  Lecky  on  this  subject, 
and  it  is  an  opinion  which,  I  submit  to  membera 
of  the  Council,  is  entitled  to  very  great  weight, 
and  I  am  prepared  to  rely  on  the  opinions  of 
a  man  like  Lecky  rather  than  inflict  on  the 
Council  my  views  on  the  subject.  Now,  one 
of  the  most  common  arguments  used  against  a 
proposal  of  this  sort  is  that  such  a  change  in 
the  law  would  have  the  effect  of  greatly  increas- 
ing the  number  of  divorces.  If  one  would  just 
think  of  it,  the  argument  is  simply  an  absurdity. 
The  question  is  not  whether  the  alteration  of 
the  law  increases  the  number  of  divorces,  bui 
whether  it  increases  the  cases  in  which  there 
should  be  a  divorce — whether  it  increases  the  evil 
of  which  divorce  is  intended  as  a  remedy.  Thai 
is  the  real  question — ^not  the  question  of  in- 
creasing the  number  of  divorces.  But  I  could 
show  by  statistics,  if  necessary,  that  changes  in. 
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Itbe  law,  as  a  matter  of  fact;  really  have  very 
little  influenoe  upon  the  number  of  diyorces — 
very  much  less  than  many  people  imagine  ; 
bat  I  do  not  propose  to  inflict  that  npon  the 
Goonoil.  It  is  soffiolent,  I  think,  to  point  oat 
that  the  increased  number  of  divorces  is  no 
argument  against  the  proposal  at  all.  The 
question  is— and  it  is  the  question  which  is 
answered  by  Lecky — the  question  is  whether 
the  changes  in  law  produce  the  evils  which 
lead  to  divorce.  Statistics  show  that  the 
number  of  divorces  really  does  not  depend 
upon  the  law  except  to  a  very  small  extent. 
It  is  found,  for  example,  that  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  where  adultery  is  the  only  ground, 
and  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where,  I 
think,  there  are  four  grounds  of  divorce— adul- 
tery, desertion,  cruelty,  and  imprisonment — 
that  in  proportion  to  the  population  the  num- 
ber of  divorces  is  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
same.  Now,  how  that  comes  about  is  ex- 
tremely simple.  It  is  this,  apparently :  that 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  people  are 
determined  to  obtain  a  divorce,  they  easily 
afford  to  the  other  party  the  sole  ground  on 
which  divorce  can  be  obtained — that  is,  adul- 
tery. That  is  a  conclusive  answer,  I  think, 
to  those  who  protest  against  desertion,  for 
example,  being  made  a  ground  for  diesolu- 
tion  of  marriage,  because,  if  desertion  is  refused 
aa  a  ground,  it  is  so  easy  if  the  parties  are 
determined  to  get  a  dissolution  of  marriage — 
it  is  easy  for  them  to  afford  another  ground. 
That  meets  the  argument  that  making  deser- 
tion a  ground  of  dissolution  of  marriage  would 
open  the  door  to  collusion,  because  it  seems  to 
ma  that  to  describe  as  collusive  the  case  of  a 
man  leaving  his  wife  and  family  unprovided  for 
lor  lour  years— without  communicating  with 
them  or  sending  them  any  money— to  call  that 
oollosion  is  simply  an  abuse  of  terms.  To  say 
that  that  would  open  the  door  to  abuse  I  think 
ie  an  exceedingly  far-fetched  argument,  when 
it  would  be  so  much  easier  for  people  in  such 
drcumstanoes  to  afford  the  ground  which  the 
law  at  present  recognises  as  a  ground  for 
dlaeolntion  of  marriage.  It  if  unnecessary  for 
me  to  say  any  more  as  to  clause  3.  The 
other  provisions  of  the  Bill — although  they 
are  very  important  and  very  necessary — 
ftre  merely  modifloations  of  the  present  law, 
and  if  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee  it  will 
then  be,  I  think,  time  enough  for  me  to  ex- 
plain the  clauses  as  they  proceed.  I  may  say 
this,  however:  that  there  is  one  important 
ohange  which  the  Bill  proposes,  and  that  is  to 
zednoe  the  expense  of  legal  proceedings ;  and 
here  I  may  admit  at  onoe  that  experience 
•hows  that  the  only  effective  method  of  re- 
doeing  the  number  of  divorces  is  to  make  it 
•zpflDsive.  I  do  not  think  that'  any  one  would 
nriouBly  propose  that  we  should  revert  to  the 
old  Engluh  method  whioh  was  satirised  by 
Mr.  JoBtice  Maule  in  the  well-known  case 
where  he  advised  an  unfortunate  man  who 
WM  brought  before  him  for  bigamy  as  to  the 
method  he  must  pursue.  He  must  first  of 
all  take  proceedings  aj^alnst  the  delinquent 
m  erim,  eon,  and  obtain  demages;  then,  he 
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must  epply  to  the  ecclesiastical  Oourt  for  a 
decree  of  judicial  separation ;  and  then  he 
would  have  the  right  to  apply  to  Parliament 
to  get  a  special  Act  passed.  Then  Mr.  Justice 
Maule  sarcastically  went  on  to  say  that  in 
England  there  is  the  same  law  for  the  rich  as 
for  the  poor.  Practicallv  the  only  way  of  re 
ducing  the  number  of  divorces  is  to  make  the 
proceedings  expensive.  I  do  not  think  any  one 
at  this  time  of  day  would  suggest  that  we 
should  adopt  that  course.  That  is  one  of  the 
important  changes  which  it  is  proposed  to 
make  by  this  Bill — to  reduce  very  much  the 
legal  expenses.  Under  our  Civil  Code,  the 
expenses  of  litigation  are  lower  in  New  Zea- 
land than  in  almost  any  other  country,  but 
that  code  does  not  apply  to  divorce  proceedings ; 
and  Jience  it  is  that  in  divorce  proceedings — at 
all  events,  in  opposed  cases — the  expenses  are 
often  very  heavy,  and  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
will  do  away  with  what  I  think  is  a  scandal 
to  our  law,  and  perhaps  to  the  profession.  I 
move,  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  the  second  time. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— As  I  have  very 
little  to  say  upon  this  Bill,  I  suppose  I  may  as 
well  say  it  at  once.  The  present  law  is  one- 
sided which  makes  a  women  prove  cruelty  as, 
well  as  adultery.  By  this  Bill  I  see  oruel^  is 
made  a  separate  ground  for  divorce.  That  a 
woman  should  have  to  prove  cruelty  as  well 
as  adultery  is  just  a  relic  of  barbarism,  dating 
from  the  time  when  men  in  the  Legislature 
were  not  only  supreme,  but  considered  them- 
selves the  lords  of  creation.  With  regard  to 
desertion:  certainly,  if  a  husband  goes  away 
from  his  wife  for  seven  years  that  is  a  cold- 
blooded offence  against  her  —  a  deliberate 
offence.  Therefore  I  have  nothing  to  say 
against  that  ground  of  divorce.  But  I  object 
altogether  to  this  being  made  a  ground  of 
divorce ;  that  during  four  years  a  husband  has 
been  an  habitual  drunkard.  Now,  I  should 
very  much  like  to  know  what,  in  some  oases, 
drives  men  to  drinking  and  becoming  habitual 
drunkards?  Is  it  not  very  often  owing  to 
the  fact  that  they  have  found  that  they  have 
been  mistaken  in  marriage—that  they  have 
married  a  she  •  devil  instead  of  a  woman. 
Why,  numerous  oases  of  the  kind  must  be  in 
the  experience  of  honourable  members,  and 
therefore  I  certainly  object  to  that  being  made 
a  ground  of  divorce.  It  is  right  there  should 
be  left  a  locus  pcmitentia  to  both  husband  and 
wife,  even  in  a  case  of  drunkenness.  How  many 
men  have  been  drunkards  for  years,  and  then 
have  reformed  quite  suddenly?  A  light  has 
broken  in  upon  them.  The^  have  made  a  dis- 
covery that  they  are  making  fools  of  them* 
selves,  and  injuring  both  themselves  and  their 
families,  and  they  have  turned  out,  after  all, 
shining  characters,  and  been  brought  into 
society  again.  As  regards  cruelty,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  say  how  much  cruelty  ought  to  be 
necessary  to  allow  a  wife  to  get  a  divorce  from 
her  husband.  We  know  we  are  a  masterful 
race ;  we  know  the  men  of  our  race  are  master- 
ful ;  and  we  know  very  well — and  I  think  I  am 
justified  in  saving  it— that  the  first  thought' 
of   many  of  the  women  of   our   race   when 
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they  marry  is  to  govern  their  husbands. 
Many  of  them  do  not  go  to  work  openly, 
or  niake  a  boast  of  their  intention ;  they  try 
the  auaviter  in  modo  first,  and  if  that  does 
not  answer  they  proceed  to  the  fortiter  in  re. 
Many  women  oommenoe  a  oonrse  of  what  is 
kno^n  as  nagging  against  the  men.  They 
have  no  control  over  their  tongues,  and,  from 
using  the  tongue,  they -very  often  proceed  to 
using  the  claws  or  the  poker  themselves,  or 
Reiving  their  husbands  to  use  it.  Many  a  kind- 
hearted  man  with  a  little  temper,  wnen  irri- 
tated in  that  manner  from  day  to  day,  in  an 
«yil  unguarded  moment  takes  up  a  stick  or 
poker  and  strikes  his  wife.  Now,  if  a  woman 
did  that,  and  the  husband  sought  to  get  a 
<livoroe  from  her  on  that  ground,  what  would 
e  the  result  ?  He  takes  the  case  into  Court, 
and  is  laughed  out  of  Court,  or  next  door  to  it. 
What  is  the  result  if  a  woman  takes  her  hus- 
band into  Court  and  seeks  a  divorce  for  the 
same  thing  ?  Clever  counsel  paints  the  case  in 
the  most  hideous  of  colours,  representing  the 
husband  as  a  monster  in  human  form,  and  a 
pumpkin-headed  Judge  and  an  imbecile  and 
perhaps  hen-pecked  jury  will  find  him  guilty, 
and  the  woman  will  forthwith  get  a  divorce. 
Therefore,  I  will  not  vote  for  that  as  a  ground 
for  divorce.  Now,  as  regards  a  man  being 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  or  penal  servitude 
for  seven  years  and  upwards,  there,  again,  I 
should  like  to  know  what  in  some  cases  leads 
a  man  to  do  that  which  entails  upon  him 
the  punishment  of  seven  years'  imprisonment  ? 
How  many  men,  to  support  the  extravagance 
of  a  thoughtless,  recldess  wife,  who  is  con- 
tinually drawing  on  him  for  money  to  please 
her  ridiculous  fancies,  has,  in  an  uiuuoky 
moment,  been  driven  to  commit  a  crime  which 
has  brought  him  within  the  meshes  of  the 
law,  and  entailed  upon  him  seven  years*  im- 
prisonment? I  will  not  admit  that  as  a 
proper  ground  of  divorce.  Sir,  this  is  a  one- 
sided measure ;  it  is  too  much  on  the  side  of 
the  woman.  Now,  here  in  the  9th  clause  we 
are  told  that  the  Court  is  to  have  power 
to  order  monthly  or  weekly  payments  to  a 
wife  from  her  husband  on  the  dissolution 
of  marriage.  Well,  now,  suppose  the  poor,  hus- 
band has  got  nothing— is  absolutely  penniless : 
what  is  the  use  of  ordering  even  the  smallest 
payment  from  him?  The  thing  is  ridiculous. 
Now,  what  is  to  be  done  in  the  case  of  a  rich 
wife? — say,  a  woman  has  a  thousand  a  year 
and  the  husband  has  not  got  a  penny.  In  the 
event  of  her  husband  getting  a  divorce  from 
her,  is  .she  not  to  be  called  upon  to  support 
him  in  a  proper  manner  ?  I  know,  as  the  law 
stands  at  present,  if  a  husband  has  got  nothing 
the  wife  is  bound  to  support  him,  in  order  that 
he  may  not  become  a  burden  upon  public 
charity ;  but  surely  she  ought  to  be  bound  to 
support  him  according  to  what  she  can  afford. 
He  ought  to  have  a  fair  proportion  of  what  she 
is  worth  ;  but  there  is  no  provision  for  that  in 
this  Bill.  There  is  one  part  of  this  Bill  which 
I  like,  and  the  rest  I  dislike,  and  I  hope  in 
Committee  the  Bill  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass 
as  it  stands  at  present. 
Hon,  Mr.  Scotland 


The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— Sir,  the  acgomentg 
which  I  have  just  listened  to  are  the  most  ex- 
traordinary I  have  ever  heard  in  this  Council 
on  this  question.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  objects  to  this  BiU  because 
a  man  may  have  a  drunken  wife,  and  she  may 
so  far  irritate  him  that  he  commits  a  crime  by 
half  killing  her,  and  ultimately  becomes  in- 
temperate and  dissolute  in  his  habits.  Surely 
in  such  a  case  that  would  be  a  cause  for  divorce. 
Surely,  if  a  man  is  tied  to  a  woman  of  that  sort 
— one  who  so  degrades  him  that  in  his  temper 
and  conduct  towards  her  he  ultimately  sinks  to 
such  a  level  as  that,  and  uses  her  in  the  way 
stated — they  should  be  divorced  long  before 
that  stage  is  reached.  And  in  the  same  way 
with  regard  to  a  woman  who  is  expensive  in 
her  habits  and  is  continually  making  demands 
on  her  husband's  purse;  and  he,  driven  to 
desperation,  ultimately  strikes  her.  Surely 
that  is  a  reason  for  divorce  t£^ing  place  long 
before  they  get  to  that  condition  or  relation- 
ship. The  whole  argument  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  goes  to  show  that  divorce  should  be 
broadened  instead  of  limited,  as  he  wishes  to 
make  out.  I  only  regret  that  in  this  Bill  there 
is  no  provision  to  meet  the  case  where  one 
of  the  married  parties  is  insane.  I  do  not 
wish  to  burden  the  Bill  by  introducing  this 
subject,  because  possibly  it  might  jeopardize 
the  measure,  but  I  certainly  feel  very  strongly 
on  that  point ;  and  I  think  honourable  gentle- 
men will  remember  that  I  spoke  on  this  ques- 
tion some  two  years  ago,  and  submitted  corre- 
spondence to  the  Council  which  I  had  received 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  which  pointed 
to  the  necessity  of  relief  in  regard  to  cases  of 
insanity.  I  can  only  regret  the  Council  did 
not  seem  to  sympathize  with  me  in  that  view ; 
but  I  can  assure  the  Council  there  is  urgent 
necessity  that  sane  persons  married  to  insane 
persons  should  get  relief  under  the  divorce 
laws.  There  is  another  point  in  this  Bill 
which  I  think  is  defective,  and  that  is  in  sub- 
clause (4)  of  clause  8,  which  reads  thus : — 

*'  On  the  ground  that  the  respondent  haa 
been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment or  penal  servitude  for  seven  years  or 
upwards  for  attempting  to  take  the  life  of  the 
petitioner." 

Now,  why  should  not  divorce  be  claimed  and 
got  if  he  committed  a  crime  on  any  one,  or  if 
a  woman  committed  a  crime  upon  a  man  ?  I 
maintain  that  if  a  man  commits  a  crime  that 
involves  a  sentence  by  the  Supreme-  Court  of 
seven  years'  imprisonment,  that  should  be  a 
cause  for  divorce,  irrespective  of  whom  the 
crime  was  committed  on.  I  think  the  Bill  is 
defective  in  not  making  provision  to  that  effect. 
Of  course,  these  things  may  be  altered  in  Com- 
mittee—where I  trust  that  part,  at  any  rate» 
will  be  fully  considered.  With  regard  to  the 
ground  of  desertion  for  seven  years,  I  can  only 
express  the  hope  that  that  will  be  reduoed  to 
five.  I  can  only  say,  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
MaoGregor,  that  such  a  provision  is  a  positiya 
cruelty  to  the  parties  affected.  Surely,  if  they 
are  separated  tor  a  period  of  five  years,  they  are 
not  likely  to  change  their  opinions  after  that. 
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Fire  yeus*  desertion,  I  think,  should  he  ample 
ground  for  a  diyoroe  to  he  ohtained  under  this 
BiU.  In  my  opinion,  the  Bill  only  goes  a 
moderate  way  towards  meeting  the  necessities 
of  the  people  at  the  present  time  ;  but  perhaps 
it  goes  far  enough  considering  the  present  atfci- 
tnde  of  the  Parliament.  I  shall  my  give  iiearty 
support  to  the  Bill  as  far  as  it  goes,  in  the 
hope  that  some  of  the  things  which  are 
defectiTe  in  it  will  be  altered  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERR.^Sir,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  weary  the  Council  by  going  into 
the  pros  and  cons  on  the  subject  of  this  Bill. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MaoOregor  says  this  is  the  fourth 
time  that  he  has  brought  it  before  the  Council. 
Well,  Sir,  from  the  mere  fact  of  seeing  a 
DiToroe  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  I  would  have 
known  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  the 
Council,  even  if  I  had  not  known  of  it  before. 
He  surely  must  be  sincere  in  bringing  this  Bill 
time  after  time  before  the  Council  with  a  view 
of  getting  it  passed,  and  I  think  he  must  also 
have  inherited  some  of  the  dogged  stubbornness 
and  determination  of  his  race,  and  that  he  will 
not  take  **  No "  for  an  answer  when  it  is 
constantly  given  to  him.  Now,  Sir,  has  there 
been  any  demand  from  the  country  for  a  Bill 
like  this  ?  It  has  never  been  talked  of  in  any 
Assembly  or  on  any  platform  that  I  can 
remember  or  have  heard  of,  and,  until  some 
movement  in  this  direction  is  made  on  the 
part  of  the  men  and  women  who  are  closely 
associated  together  I  do  not  think  this  Council 
o«ight  to  bring  Bills  in  to  loosen,  or  make 
welaker,  the  bonds  of  marriage.  I  consider  we 
have  got  on  very  well  in  this  country  in  relation 
lo  the  marriage-laws — much  better,  indeed, 
than  they  have  got  on  in  other  countries,  and 
more  particularly  in  Scotland,  which  my 
honourable  friena  tried  to  make  a  point  of. 
Since  the  divorce- laws  in  Scotland  have  been 
amended  and  expanded  there  have  been  ten 
times  the  number  of  divorces  that  there  were 

Ereviously.  The  effect  is  to  give  liberty  and 
cense,  whenerer  a  married  couple  quarrel,  for 
one  or  other  of  them  to  run  to  the  lawyer  and 
iet  the  Divorce  Courts  in  motion ;  whereas,  if 
no  such  facilities  were  gi^n,  these  men  and 
women — who  no  doubt  love  and  cherish  each 
other— would  not,  when  upset  by  some  petty 
flquabble,  go  and  take  action  to  get  a  divorce, 
And  then  regret  it  all  their  Htcs.  As  I  have 
«ud,  I  am  not  going  into  the  Bill;  but  imagine 
«  num  and  women  bringing  up  children,  who 
em  tJ^emseWes  respectable  and  an  honour 
to  the  community  in  which  they  live  coming 
»t  last  to  be  divorced,  thereby  allowing  a 
fitigma  to  rest  on  their  progeny.  I  think  it 
is  a  shame  that  Parliament  should  open  the 
door  to  give  men  and  women  who  have  sworn 
to  oheririi  and  support  each  other  until  death 
the  opportunity ,of  going  to  the  Court  for  some 
trivial  matter  of  desertion,  or  a  slight,  or  what 
some  people  might  call  oruelty,  and  by  those 
meant  get  through  the  Court,  and  become 
separated  legally  for  life.  Some  of  the  argu- 
ments that  have  been  adduced  to-day  in 
lapport  of  this  Bill  are  the  same  arguments 
liat  have  been  adduced  evetj  time  this  Bill 


has  come  up  during  the  last  three  or  four 
years,  and  what  is  the  use  of  myself  and 
others  replying  to  them?  I  only  trust  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  voted  against 
this  Bill  before  will  sit  stiff  to-day,  and  record 
their  votes  in  a  manner  similar  to  what  they 
have  done  on  previous  occasions.  I  beg  to 
move.  Sir,  That  the  BUI  be  rtctd  the  second  time 
this  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— Sir,  I  hope 
the  motion  which  has  just  been  moved  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Kerr  will  not  be  carried.  I  have 
pleasure  in  supporting  this  Bill,  and  I  think  it 
will,  upon  consideration,  commend  itself  to  the 
Council.  It  will  be  in  the  recolleotion  of  honour- 
able members  that  a  Bill  on  the  subject  of 
divorce  was  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mao- 
Oregor several  years  ago,  and  went  very  much 
further  in  its  provisions  than  this  Bill  does.  In 
the  former  measure  there  were  some  reasons 
given  as  causes  for  divorce  that  are  not  in  this 
Bill,  such,  for  instance,  as  insanity,  referred  to 
to- day  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt,  a  clause  that  I 
could  not  very  well  support  on  that  occasion. 
But  I  think  that  the  am  which  is  now  before 
the  Council  is  a  fair  compromise  on  this  vety 
difficult  question,  and  in  my  opinion  it  should 
be  accepted  by  the  Council.  I  have  compared 
the  principal  clauses  of  this  Bill  with  the  Aot 
passed  in  New  South  Wales,  and  I  find  Uiat 
thev  are  almost  identical.  The  New  South 
Wales  measure  took  quite  a  number  of  years 
to  pass  through  the  Parliament  of  that  colony. 
It  was  first  introduced  by  the  late  Sir  Alfred 
Stephen  in  1886,  and  he  subsequently  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  measure  no  less  than 
five  times.  But  he  succeeded  in  carrying  it 
eventually.  It  was  unfortunate  in  its  pas- 
sage through  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  New  South  Wales,  in  that  it  was 
*' counted  out"  on  one  or  two  ocoasions  In 
the  Legislative  Assembly — not  rejected  on  its 
merits,  oecause  there  seemed  to  be  a  consensus 
of  opinion  that  some  alteration  of  the  existing 
law  dealing  with  divorce  was  necessary.  It 
was  passed  in  1892.  The  facts  I  have  just 
stated  will  show  that  the  measure  received  due 
consideration.  It  was  sent  to  England  in  1887, 
the  year  which  it  first  passed  through  Parlia- 
ment, to  receive  the  Queen's  assent.  That 
assent,  however,  was  not  granted.  It  was  left 
in  abeyance  for  two  years,  and  it  therefore 
lapsed.  The  Bill  was  reintroduced,  and  again 
passed  through  Parliament.  When  it  was  sent 
Home  in  1892  it  received  the  Royal  assent,  and 
now  it  is  the  law  in  that  colony.  In  Victoria 
the  same  measure,  or,  at  any  rate,  one  thatwai 
almost  an  exact  copy  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Act,  passed  through  Parliament.  I  mention 
these  facts  to  show  the  action  which  has  been 
taken  in  other  piurts  of  the  world.  When  a 
reform  of  the  law  on  this  difficult  subject  has 
been  dealt  with  by  a  great  and  learned  man 
like  the  late  Sir  Alfred  Stephen,  who  was  Chief 
Justice  of  New  South  Wales  for  many  years, 
an  argument  is  furnished  in  support  of  this 
measure  which  should  have  more  weight  with 
the  Council  than  any  arguments  I  could  addnoe 
myself.    Sir  Alfred  Stephen,  in  moving  th^ 
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aeoond  reading  of  the  measorei  on  one  ocoaaion 
Baid,—- 

"  I  do  it  with  a  perfect  conviction,  after  a 
long  experience  of  my  own — an  experience 
perhaps  greater  than  that  of  any  around  me — 
that  the  measure  is  one  which,  if  passed,  will 
be  calculated  to  promote  domestic  purity  as 
well  as  happiness  in  the  married  state,  and  so 
benefit  the  community  now  and  for  all  time." 

Language  such  as  this  coming  from  an  ex- 
perienced man  like  the  Chief  Justice  of  New 
South  Wales  must,  I  think,  carry  weight  and 
conviction  to  the  minds  of  all  who  hear  it.  He 
used  the  words  I  have  just  quoted  when  he 
introduced  the  measure  on  the  first  occasion. 
In  1891,  when  he  introduced  ^e  measure  for 
the  last  time,  he  added  these  very  significant 
words  as  he  closed  his  speech  on  the  motion 
for  the  second  reading :  "  I  hope  I  am  not  ir- 
reverent in  saying  that  I  trust  in  the  name  of 
the  God  of  Mercy  and  Justice  that  the  Bill  will 
become  law."  I  fail  to  find  from  any  speaker 
in  the  debate  on  the  occasion  any  more  im- 
pressive words  than  the  words  I  have  just  read, 
and  coming  from  such  an  authority  they  are 
most  forcible.  Another  writer  has  said— argu- 
ing for  the  continuance  of  the  marriage- tie, 
the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  state:  *' The 
best  preservative  of  that  union,  so  long 
M  it  could  be  secured,  was  so  manifestly 
essential  to  the  best  interests  of  society."  If 
we  apply  that  test  to  the  clauses  of  this  Bill 
I  think  we  may  get  probably  a  better  under- 
standing of  the  measure.  We  will  apply  it  to 
the  second  clause :  "  On  the  ground  that  the 
respondent  has  without  just  cause  wilfully  de- 
serted the  petitioner,  and  without  any  such 
oause  left  him  or  her  continuously  so  deserted 
during  seven  years  or  upwards."  I  think  it 
will  be  admitted  by  all  fair  -  thinking  and 
teasonable  men  that  if  a  man  deserts  his 
wife,  or  a  wife  deserts  her  husband,  for  a 
•period  of  seven  years,  the  family  is  not  in  a 
state  that  is  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
best  interests  of  society.  It  must  be  manifest 
that  society  is  not  benefited  if  a  wife  is  left 
unprotected,  and  with  a  number  of  children  to 
support  by  her  own  labour.  The  fact  that  she 
is  tied  to  a  man  who  may  be  in  another  part 
of  the  world  is  certainly  not  calculated  to 
further  the  best  interests  of  society.  Were 
that  woman  free  to  find  inother  husband  she 
would  be  reinstated  in  a  respectable  position 
in  society.  Her  position  as  a  deserted  woman 
is  a  very  questionable  one.  She  suffers  in  many 
ways — in  reputation,  and  the  opinion  of  her 
neighbours  and  acquaintances,  many  of  whom, 
of  course,  would  assert  that  probably  she  was 
to  blame  for  the  position  sue  was  in.  But 
were  she  allowed  to  change  her  position  and 
enabled  to  be  reinstated  in  society,  and  to  dis- 
chflirge  her  duties,  it  would  be  the  better  for 
society.  If  we  were  to  apply  the  same  test  to 
the  next  clause,  "  On  the  ground  that  the  re- 
spondent has  during  four  years  and  upwards 
been  an  habitual  drunkard,  and  has  either 
habitually  left  his  wife  without  means  of 
support,  or  habitually  been  guilty  of  cruelty 
towards  her  "—I  say  no  one  would  think  it  was 
Han.  Mr.  McCtUlough 


for  the  best  interests  of  society  that  a  woman 
should  be  tied  to  a  man  who  was  a  habitual 
drunkard  or  who  was  habitually  cruel  to  her. 
Sir,  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  the  man  that 
such  a  marriage  should  be  dissolved,  putting 
aside  altogether  the  claims  of  the  woman  to  be 
severed  from  such  an  objectionable  husband. 
Applying  the  same  test  as  that  applied  to  sub- 
section (2),  I  think  a  moment's  consideration 
will  show  that  such  a  state  of  affairs  could 
not  possibly  be  held  to  benefit  the  woman» 
or  to  be  in  the  best  interests  of  society.  And 
the  same  may  be  said  of  the  fourth  ground — 
"  that  the  respondent  has  been  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  or  penal 
servitude  for  seven  years  or  upwards  for  at- 
tempting to  take  the  life  of  the  petitioner." 
Why,  Sir,  it  does  not  want  any  consideration. 
It  must  appeal  to  every  one's  sense  of  fair-play 
that  a  man  who  is  so  cruel  as  to  attempt  the 
life  of  his  wife  is  not  a  fit  protector  for  that 
woman.  Neither  is  it  calculated  to  further 
the  best  interests  of  society.  A  great  deal  has 
been  said  or  will  be  said  upon  the  views  held 
by  various  religious  bodies  on  this  question. 
It  is  very  well  known  how  strong  an  influence 
they  have  on  the  minds  of  people,  and,  I 
think,  very  justly  and  properly  so ;  but,  Sir, 
the  day  is  past  now  when  it  is  necessary  for  us 
to  be  guided  altogether  by  ecclesiastical  laws» 
which,  without  doubt,  in  the  past  served  their 
purpose.  Women  are  now  in  a  very  different 
position  from  what  they  were,  say,  even  ten 
years  ago,  and  certainly  in  this  colony  they 
are  in  a  very  different  position  from  that 
in  most  countries.  Women  are  looked  upon 
now  as  units  in  the  State.  They  are  allowed 
to  hold  property  in  their  own  right ;  we  have 
given  them  the  franchise  also;  we  have  put 
them  on  an  equality  with  men  in  many  of  the 
concerns  of  life;  and  why  in  regard  to  thi^ 
matter  should  they  not  be  treated  in  a  similac 
manner  ?  I  fail  to  see  any  reasons  against  it. 
In  New  South  Wales  the  religious  aspect  of  the 
question  was,  of  course,  tsiken  up  by  some 
speakers  in  Parliament.  Sir  Alfred  Stephen 
presented  a  petition  from  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland;  the  petitioners 
stated  they  considered  it  lawful  to  establish 
divorce,  and  asked  that  a  Bill  should  be  passed 
dealing,  at  all  events,  with  the  question  of 
desertion,  ^ir  Alfred  Stephen,  speaking  on  the 
matter,  said,— 

*>  I  agree  with  those  members  who  think  t)ie 
granting  of  divorce  perfectly  consistent  with 
Christianity  and  highly  desirable.  The  measure 
is  one  calculated  to  secure  purity  in  the 
married  state,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
society." 

He  uses  language  similar  to  the  writer  I 
quoted— that  the  best  interests  of  society  would 
be  secured ;  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  it  is 
the  opinion  of  a  man  who  was'competent  from 
experience  to  deal  with  the  question.  If  such 
men  are  found  writing  and  speaking  so  strongly 
upon  this  measure  I  think  it  should  carry 
some  weight  to  the  minds  of  honourable  mem- 
bers. Sir  Alfred  Stephen  also  presented  a  peti* 
tion,  signed  by  4,800  persons,  many  of  nigb 
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social  poBition,  of  edacatdon,  and  of  high  moral 
oharaoter.  No  person  had  been  solicited  to 
gign.    The  petition  said  : — 

"The  undersigned,  believing  that  the  Di- 
yoroe  Bill  is  calculated  to  promote  the  highest 
interests  of  the  community,  by  its  tendency  to 
restrain  bmtality  and  crime,  to  uphold  the 
sanctity  of  marriage,  and  to  relieve  a  large 
amount  of  suffering  otherwise  hopeless  of  re- 
dress." 

"  To  uphold  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage 
state,  and  to  relieve  a  large  amount  of 
suffering  otherwise  hopeless  of  redress."  If 
so,  it  is  certainly  very  desirable  to  grant 
facilities  for  divorce  to  people  who  are  so 
circumstanced  that  they  cannot  preserve 
their  purity  of  life  or  further  the  best .  in- 
terests of  the  community,  their  lives  being  a 
scandal,  and  their  children  ill-used,  because  of 
disturbances  in  the  family.  Certainly  it  is  in 
the  best  interests  of  society  to  secure  the  purity 
of  the  marriage  life,  and  unfortunate  people 
should  have  the  opportunity  afforded  them  to 
set  themselves  right  in  the  public  view,  to 
better  their  circumstances,  and  lead  purer 
lives.  If  you  do  not  give  them  this  oppor- 
tunity, there  is  no  use  blinking  your  eyes  to  the 
effect  of  your  refusal.  Men  who  are  observant, 
who  have  a  knowledge  of  the  world,  see  the 
effect  of  uncongenial  homes  on  both  wife  and 
husband.  If  ill* assorted  men  and  women  were 
severed,  and  each  allowed  to  find  a  different 
set  of  circumstances— no  doubt,  having  made 
a  mistake  in  the  first  instance — it  was  very 
unlikely  they  would  make  another  error 
In  a  second  selection  of  a  mate.  I  think  for 
these  reasons  facilities  ought  to  be  allowed  for 
persons  in  the  unfortunate  positions  as  set 
forth  in  the  Bill  to  change  their  circumstances. 
I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the  Council  at  any 
length  on  the  matter,  as  on  previous  occasions 
it  was  very  well  debated;  and,  now  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  taken  the  initia- 
tive and  passed  this  Bill  by  a  large  majority,  I 
think  the  Council  will  do  well  in  giving  it  an 
opportunity  of  being  fairly  dealt  with  in  Com- 
mittee ;  and  if  after  amendment  in  Committee 
it  is  not  approved  of  by  the  majority  of  the 
Council  it  may  be  rejected  on  its  third  read- 
ing. But  to  reject  a  Bill  of  this  sort  on  its 
second  reading  before  it  has  been  fairly  de- 
bated, and  before  it  has  been  fully  dealt  with, 
would  be  a  wrong  course  to  take,  and  not  in 
accordance  with  the  dignity  of  the  Council  or 
with  the  claim  honourable  gentlemen  are  so 
fond  of  making,  that  of  dealing  honestly  and 
fairly  with  every  measure  that  comes  before  the 
Council.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  second  reading 
will  be  carried,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Kerr  will  not  be  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.— I  should  just  like 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  Bill.  I  should  say 
more  were  it  not  that  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  do  so,  as  I  believe  the  measure  is 
going  to  pas.1.  There  appears  to  be  no  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill  worth  calling  opposition.  It  is 
true  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kerr  has  said  some  few 
words  in  objection  to  it,  and,  indeed,  he  appears 
to  be  its  chief  executioner.    He  said  that  he 


cannot  understand  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor*s 
action  in  coming  before  the  Council  time  after 
time  with  this  measure — that  that  honourable 
gentleman  will  hardly  take  **  No  **  for  an 
answer,  and  that  as  the  measure  has  been 
rejected  so  frequently  he  ought  to  be  satisfied, 
and  let  it  go  bv  the  board.  I  believe  I  am 
right  in  saying  that  the  same  thing  has  occurred 
in  regard  to  every  great  reform  that  has  been 
passed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  world.  And 
what  about  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's 
sister?  Does  the  honourable  gentleman  not 
know  that  for  ages  attempts  were  made  to  pass 
that  Bill,  and  that  it  has  been  passed  at  last 
by  the  House  of  Lords?  The  honourable 
gentleman  says  this  Bill  would  encourage  di- 
vorce on  the  ground  of  petty  squabbles  or  after 
a  trivial  mbtter  of  desertion.  Let  the  honour- 
able gentleman  read  the  Bill,  and  he  will  see 
that  the  petty  squabbles  he  talks  about  are 
really  very  grave  offences  against  the  person : 
they  mean  actual  and  persistent  brutality  and 
desertion  and  the  cold-blooded  act  of  a  man 
who  goes  away  from  his  wife  and  family  and 
leaves  them  to  take  pot-luck  for  a  period  of 
seven  years.  Is  that  a  trivial  form  of  deser- 
tion? Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman's  voice 
quivered  with  suppressed  emotion,  but  the 
emotion  was  all  on  the  wrong  side.  I  could 
have  understood  it  if  he  had  been  championing 
the  cause  of  deserted,  wretched  women.  I 
then  could  have  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman  adopting  such  an  attitude.  Then, 
again,  he  said  there  was  no  demand  for  the  Bill. 
Has  he  forgotten— does  he  not  know — that  (he 
Bill  has  been  passed  time  after  time  by  the 
House  of  Representatives — that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  demand  this  measure  by 
their  action  in  again  passing  it?  And  the 
strange  part  of  this  question  is  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  more  than  any  other  in  this 
chamber,  asserts  the  right  of  the  representa- 
tive Chamber  to  have  its  own  way,  and  would, 
more  than  any  other  honourable  member  in 
this  chamber,  or  quite  as  much,  object  if  the 
Council  were  to  throw  out  almost  any  other 
measure  that  has  been  passed  by  the  populsir 
Chamber.  Apart  from  the  question  that  the 
Bill  has  been  passed  time  after  time  by  the 
representative  House,  the  other  argument  that 
the  Bill  would  increase  divorce  is  self-destruc- 
tive. The  Bill  will  allow  increased  facilities  for 
divorce.  No  one  doubts  that  for  a  moment; 
that  is  why  it  is  introduced.  It  is  being  intro- 
duced because  it  is  wanted  to  facilitate  divorce 
in  cases  where  it  is  deemed  to  be  necessary, 
under  certain  grave  circumstances  fnentioned 
in  the  Bill.  I  cannot  understand  how  any 
honourable  gentleman  who  professes  to  be 
humane  in  disposition  could  contend  that  a 
woman  should  be  compelled  to  live,  against 
her  will,  with  a  man  who  brutally  ill-treats 
her.  And  can  any  one  tell  me  why  a  husband 
should  be  entitled  to  divorce  because  of  his 
wife's  adultery,  whilst  his  wife  cannot  get  a 
divorce  because  of  her  husband's  adultery? 
The  thing  is  shocking  to  my  mind.  It  is  a 
question  that  one  does  not  like  to  deal  with 
fully  in  this  chamber,  or  anywhere  else,  but  it 
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is  one  that  we,  as  legislators  for  the  oountry, 
ought  to  take  np  and  set  at  rest  onoe  and  for 
all.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  vote  for'  the  Bill, 
and  I  shall  vote  for  it  with  the  greatest  of 
plesiBure,  because  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  do 

BO. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS.— I  do  not  like 
to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this  question,  and  I 
shall,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  give  my 
reason  for  objecting  to  this  measure.  I  always 
listen  with  pleasure  and  reverence  to  that 
prayer  used  hy  you,  Sir,  on  the  occasion  of 
opening  our  deliberations,  in  which  are  the 
following  words:  '*  That  Thou  wouldest  be 
pleased  to  direct  and  prosper  all  our  delibera- 
tions, to  the  advancement  of  Thy  glory,  the 
good  of  Thy  Church,"  et  cetera. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— "  And  the 
welfare,"  et  cetera. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS.— Yes,  but  I  can- 
not quote  the  whole  prayer.  The  question, 
then,  is :  Is  this  meeusure  for  the  advancement 
of  the  glory  of  God  and  for  the  good  of  His 
Church?  In  reply  to  this  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  petitions  I 
presented  to-day  against  the  passing  of  this 
Bill.  But  I  will  quote  also  from  an  authority 
much  higher  than  that  of  a  dignitary  of  the 
Church.  I  find  written  in  that  book  which  we 
recognise  as  the  guide  of  our  faith,  the  follow- 
ing words : — 

"  Whosoever  shall  put  away  his  wife,  saving 
for  the  cause  of  fornication,  cause th  her  to 
commit  adultery,  and  whosoever  shall  marry 
her  that  is  divorced  oommitteth  adultery." 

Therefore,  on  the  authority  of  the  Church, 
and,  on  the  authority  of  the  word  of  God,  I  am 
justified  in  saying  that  this  measure  will  be 
neither  for  the  advancement  of  the  glory  of 
Gk>d  nor  for  the  good  of  His  Church.  For 
these  reasons  I  shaJl  vote  against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— Sir,  I  am  not  very 
anxious  to  make  myself  heard  on  this  measure, 
but  there  are  a  few  things  that  have  been  said 
in  advocacy  of  the  measure  which  I  think  it 
reasonable  to  answer.  My  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Jones  has  just  now  stated  that  it  is  simply 
inhuman  to  refuse  a  woman  divorce  when  she 
is  exposed  to  the  cruelty  of  her  husband.  The 
truth  is,  the  woman  has  nothing  to  do  but 
apply  to  the  Court  and  receive  protection 
against  her  husband,  and  secure  part  of  his 
earnings  to  maintain  her  and  her  children. 
That  is  the  answer  to  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Jones.  Then,  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
McCuUough  was  extremelv  anxious  to  im- 
press upon  us  the  great  importcuaoe  of  the 
opinion  of  Sir  Alfred  Stephen  in  relation  to 
this  Divorce  Bill,  and  he  said  that  Sir  Alfred 
Stephen  advocates  the  Divorce  Bill  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  morality  of  the  people  and 
the  purity  of  married  life.  I  ask  my  honour- 
able friend,  What  is  the  condition  of  the  mo- 
rality of  the  people  in  New  South  Wales  now, 
and  what  is  the  condition  of  the  purity  of  their 
married  life  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.  —  All  the 
tnore  reason  for  introducing  a  measure  to 
better  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  Jonee 


The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— Well,  Sir,  that  ia 
an  answer  which  may  be  satisfactory  to  my 
honourable  friend.  The  real  answer  is  this: 
Every  time  you  strike  a  blow  at  the  marriage 
law  you  deteriorate  the  moral  force  of  the 
people  in  general.  It  is  impossible  to  have 
human  contracts  made  which  are  not  subieot 
to  human  abuses.  That  is  unquestionable. 
The  matter  that  interests  my  mind  is  as  to 
whether  the  extension  of  the  divorce  law  is 
likely  to  increase  the  general  measure  of  happi- 
ness  of  woman  in  particular,  or  likely  to  deteri- 
orate that  general  nappiness.  In  this  matter  I 
am  chiefly  concerned  with  the  women.  Every 
law  of  that  kind  is  mischievous  and  injurious 
to  a  woman.  Sir,  what  is  an  habitual  drunkard 
under  this  proposed  law  ?  An  individual  who 
is  an  habitual  drunkard  for  four  years  is  subject 
to  be  divorced. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^No. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.—That  is  what  it 
practically  amounts  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— That  and 
something  else. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— <<  That  the  respond- 
ent has,  during  four  years  and  upwards,  been 
an  habitual  drunkard,  and  has  either  habitu- 
ally left  his  wife  without  means  of  support,  or 
habitually  been  guilty  of  cruelty  towards  her.*' 
I  want  to  get  on  in  a  way  that  is  clear  to  me. 
What  is  an  habitual  drunkard  ?  That  is  my 
first  difi&culty.  As  soon  as  you  dispose  of  thai 
I  will  ask  you.  What  is  cruelty  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  law  lays  down  what- 
is  cruelty. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— There  is  nothing 
more  difficult  in  the  world  than  to  decide  what 
is  cruelty  between  husband  and  wife.  This 
Bill,  to  me,  legislates  for  people  brought  up  in 
lavender.  I  wish  to  submit  for  the  oonsidera- 
tion  of  my  honourabe  friends  the  difficulties 
that  present  themselves.  This  law  is  not 
going  to  touch  the  virtuous  people  with  whom 
I  am  chiefly  associated,  but  it  is  going  to  touch 
a  class  with  whom  I  have  very  great  sympathy. 
It  is  going  to  be  destructive  to  great  numbers 
of  married  women — rickety,  feeble,  worn-out 
women  who  have  got  into  the  habit  of  dram- 
drinking,  and  are  **  cussed  "  and  cantankerous. 
They  will  be  accused  of  being  habitual  drunk- 
ards, and  there  will  be  no  great  difficulty  for 
their  husbands,  with  the  assistance  of  these 
women's  female  friends,  to  prove  habitual 
drunkenness.  They  will  be  accused  of  cruelty 
to  their  children,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
their  bad-tempered  hostile  neighbours,  there 
will  be  very  little  difficulty  in  proving  it 
against  them.  These  women  will  be  divorced 
— ^pitched  out  into  the  street,  and  lost  to  aU 
happiness.  .  I  am  not  without  great  sympathy 
for  the  husband  who  has  the  misfortune  to  bie- 
married  to  such  a  woman.  His  position  is 
most  embarrassing,  and  if  he  gets  quit  of  the 
contract  he  has  entered  into  humanly  speak- 
ing,  he  is  a  fortunate  man.  But  how  did  thai 
woman  come  to  be  a  rickety,  broken-down« 
dram-drinking  old  thing  ?  The  process  is  qait» 
simple.  She  worked  too  hard  from  mom  to 
night,  and  bore  too  many  children.    She 
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a  stimulant  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  her  to 
stand  at  the  wash-tub,  and  to  get  her  husband's 
dinner  ready,  and  her  reward  is  a  divorce  under 
this  Bill.  Let  us  now  take  the  case  of  the 
man.  What  man  is  an  habitual  drunkard? 
I  know,  in  Her  Majesty's  serrioe,  some  of  the 
most  decent  men  we  had  in  the  regiments  were 
habitual  drunkards.  Why  ?  Because  when 
they  took  a  dram  they  were  noisy.  Some  of  the 
most  drunken  fellows  we  had  wore  the  good- 
conduct  medal,  because  they  could  cany 
their  liquor  quietly.  In  point  of  fact,  it 
is  a  question  of  temperament.  The  decision 
goes  by  noisiness  or  silence  under  the  in- 
fluence of  liquor.  It  is  the  same  old  story : 
the  Bill  is  brought  in  in  the  interest  of  Scotch- 
men, who  the  more  they  diink  the  more  silent 
tiiey  become.  My  honourable  friends  seem  to 
have  very  delicate  stomachs  over  the  first 
occasion  for  divorce  in  this  Bill.  There  are 
such  things  as  conspiracies  to  get  rid  of  hus- 
bands. ^ 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— There  is 
provision  for  that  in  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE. —To  prevent  con- 
spiracy ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— To  prevent 
that  being  a  cause  for  divorce. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— "On  the  ground 
that  the  respondent  has,  since  the  celebration 
of  the  marriage,  and  after  the  coming  into  opera- 
tion of  this  Act,  been  guilty  of  adultery."  Where 
is  the  provision  ?  There  are  cases  of  conspiracy, 
and  plenty  of  them.  A  woman  has  made  up 
her  mind  that  she  would  like  another  fellow 
better  than  her  husband.  A  friend  of  hers  takes 
him  oat  and  gives  him  a  glass  or  two,  and  puts 
him  in  the  way  of  temptation,  and  the  temp- 
tress, if  spumed,  spits  in  his  face  and  says, 
"  You  are  no  man  at  all."  You  give  that  man's 
wife  a  divorce.  I  compliment  you  on  the  ex- 
perience of  human  nature  and  good-sense.  The 
whole  truth  of  the  matter  is  it  is  very  difficult 
to  make  a  law  that  deals  out  justice  between  a 
husband  and  wife,  and  a  clause  of  that  kind 
does  nothiog  of  the  sort;  and  the  more  you 
meddle,  the  worse  the  result.  If  you  like  to  put 
into  the  Bill  a  clause  providing  that  a  man 
living  in  habitual   adultery  shall  be  divorced 

nare  welcome  to  it.  If  you  leave  it  as 
s  now,  in  my  simple  judgment  you  offer 
unequivocal  proof  of  your  want  of  good-sense. 
Nobody  can  object  to  a  woman  being  divorced 
when  her  husband  has  been  convicted  of  at- 
tempting to  take  her  life.  I  am  not  seeking  to 
proteot  the  husband  from  the  woman,  I  am 
seeking  to  protect  the  woman  from  the  hus- 
band. All  these  Bills,  Sir,  are  traps  for  catch- 
ing clients.  They  are  traps  for  creating  litiga- 
tion, for  destroying  domestic  happiness.  A 
woman  g^es  into  a  devil  of  a  temper  about  some 
small  thing  or  other,  and  hits  her  husband  a 
slap  on  the  nose,  which  is  veiy  likely  a  good 
thing  for  him,  and  he  or  she — ^the  circumstances 
have  been  reversed— runs  off  to  some  contemp- 
tible, pettifogging,  sneaking  lawyer,  who  imme- 
diately oonmiences  proceedmgs,  grabs  her  legally 
S'  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  holds  her  nose  to 
e  hot-iron  of  the  law.    Have  I  not  seen  it  ? 


Do  I  not  know  ?  Thank  God,  I  have  rescued 
many  a  woman  out  of  the  hands  of  the  lawyers. 
These  Bills  may  be  what  you  call  sound  philo- 
sophy; I  call  them  uncommonly  bad  proof  of 
the  practical  wisdom  of  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  look  upon  this 
Bill  as  a  very  important  measure.  Certainly 
we  know  that,  from  religious  scruples,  many 
men  object  to  divorce  altogether,  and  with 
those  scruples  we  must  sympathize,  because 
they  are  conscientious  scruples.  Then,  we 
have  others  who,  from  personal  convictions,  are 
against  it.  But,  Sir,  I  ask  any  one  to  take  the 
question  fairly,  and  say  if  these  causes  men- 
tioned in  the  Bill  are  not  fair  matters  for 
separating  a  man  and  his  wife.  In  addition  to 
these  three  things  laid  down  in  the  Bill,  you 
have  given  the  power  to  the  Judge,  for  the  Bill 
says,  "If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  the 
petitioner's  own  habits  or  conduct  induced  or 
contributed  to  the  wrong  complained  of,  such 
petition  may  be  dismissed."  Well,. Sir,  after 
all  this  has  been  gone  through,  the  Judge  has 
power  to  refuse  a  divorce,  and  I  may  say  the 
experience  of  every  one  in  New  Zealand  snows 
what  care  the  Judges  take  before  they  dissolve 
a  marriage— how  carefully  they  look  into  all 
the  circumstances,  and  how  careful  they  aro 
to  see  that  there  is  no  collusion  between  the 
parties ;  and  with  the  care  that  they  ezercisa 
m  many  cases  the  divorce  is  refused  now,  and 
the  same  thing  would  be  d^ne  under  this  Bill. 
Kow,  my  honourable  friend  opposite  has  been 
very  bitter  against  this  Bill,  and  he  always 
has  been  bitter  against  it.  He  says  that  it 
has  been  brought  forward  time  after  time,  but 
he  did  not  say  that  it  has  never  come  forward 
when  this  Council  has  not  passed  it.  It  baa 
been  passed  by  this  Council  every  time,  though 
it  has  been  killed  in  the  other  House,  either 
through  want  of  time  or  press  of  business 
there.  Now  it  has  got  through  the  other 
House,  and  has  come  up  here  ;  and,  after 
passing  it  here  so  many  times,  surely  we 
are  not  going  to  reject  it  now.  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that  the  facilities  for  divorce  such 
as  are  given  here  will  not  increase  the  number 
of  divorces,  except  amongst  those  who  really 
should  be  separated.  We  know  of  circum- 
stances— those  who  have  gone  amongst  the 
people  know  of  circumstances — that  moke  it  a 
crying  shame  that  people  should  be  bound 
together  in  the  conditions  in  which  some  of 
them  live,  and  I  say  the  sooner  those  |>eopla 
are  separated  the  better ;  and,  while  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Judges  to  stop  any  divorce  being 
given  under  this  Bill,  I  say  we  may  safely 
leave  the  matter  in  their  hands.  I  am  not 
going  into  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
divorce;  one  could  hold  forth  for  a  consider- 
able time  on  that  question;  but  I  think  wa 
have  heard  enough,  and  the  Council  has  pio- 
bably  heard  enough,  on  this  Bill,  because  I  do 
not  believe  whatever  is  said  now  will  alter  a 
single  vote.  I  therefore.  Sir,  shall  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— Sk,  speaking  to 
the  amendment,  I  have  merely  to  say  that  I 
shall  not  vote  against  the  second  reading  on 
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aooonnt  of  that  olause  which  I  approve  of— the 
clause  xnaldng  adultery  withoat  cruelty  suf- 
ficient ground  of  divorce.  I  hope,  as  I  said 
before,  all  will  be  made  right  in  Committee, 
and  that  the  Bill  will  be  saved  merely  for  the 
sake  of  that  provision  in  it. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted — *  That  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time  '—stand  part 
of  the  question." 
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PIRST  OFFENDERS'  PROBATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH  said  he  did 
not  propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council 
at  any  length  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill.  The  Bill  proposed  to  amend  ''The 
First  Offenders'  Probation  Act,  1886,"  an  Act 
which  was  an  admirable  addition  to  our  statute- 
bookf  but  in  its  working  one  or  two  clauses  had 
been  found  not  to  be  very  satisfactory.  The 
present  course  was  for  the  Court  to  admit  the 
first  offender  to  probation  upon  a  satisfactory 
report  being  obtained  from  the  Probation 
Officer.  The  Probation  Officer  was  usually  a 
policeman  or  the  Gaoler — as  was  the  case  in 
Auckland.  But  the  Probation  Officer  was  not 
asked  to  give  any  reason  why  he  refused  to 
recommend ;  and,  in  fact,  the  act  of  clemency, 
instead  of  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Court, 
was  practically  at  the  sweet  will  of  the  police- 
officer.  This  Bill  was  to  remedv  that  state  of 
affairs  and  called  upon  the  Pronation  Officer, 
when  he  reported  unfavourably  of  a  prisoner, 
4o  give  his  reasons  in  writing  to  the  Magistrate 
or  Judge.  If  the  Judge  thought  fit,  he  might 
state  to  the  accused  person  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  recommenaation  was  refused,  and 
might  also  take  evidence.  That  brought  the 
position,  he  believed,  into  line  with  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  when  the  Act  was 
passed  in  1866— that  was,  that  the  Judge, 
having  received  a  report  from  the  Probation 
Officer,  should  use  his  discretion  as  to  whether 
the  first  offender  should  be  admitted  to  proba- 
.  tion  or  not.    As  it  was  now,  it  was  not  so,  the 

S dice-officer  being,  in  fact,  the  arbiter  of  the 
te  of  the  accused.    This  Bill  was  intended  to 
.  make  good  a  fault  that  had  been  found  in  the 
original  Act.'   He  moved,  That  the  BiU  be  read 
,  4he  eecond  time, 

Hon,  Mr,  Scotland 


The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  this  was 
a  Bill  which  was,  no  doubt,  intended  to  be  an 
improvement  on  the  present  law.  He  did  not 
desire  to  oppose  the  Bill  at  the  present  stage, 
but  he  hoped  the  honourable  member  would 
agree  to  the  Bill  going  to  the  Statutes  Reviaicxi 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— Certainly. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  the  real  trouble 
about  this  Bill  was  that  very  often  it  was  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  the  Probation  Officer  to 
give  in  writing  the  exact  reasons  which,  ac- 
cumulated and  taken  together,  made  it  undesir- 
able that  the  accused  should  be  recommended 
for  probation.  In  all  well-governed  countries 
all  these  measures  were  proceeded  with  on  the 
supposition  that  the  officials  were  trustworthy, 
and  on  the  further  assumption  that  if  the 
official  proved  not  to  be  trustworthy  he  was 
removed  from  his  appointment.  The  fact  was 
that,  unless  the  Probation  Officer  found  that 
he  was  able  to  give  a  reasonable  ground  to 
the  ^udge  for  his  refusal  to  recommend  a  first 
offender  for  the  benefit  of  that  clause,  he  ex- 
posed himself  to  a  great  deal  of  opprobrium. 
He  (Dr.  Grace}  knew  very  well  what  it  was 
where  an  official  was  performing  an  official 
duty.  Under  this  proposal  the  Probation  Officer 
was  to  put  down  in  black  and  white  precisely 
and  absolutely  why  it  was  undesirable  that  this 
person  should  not  have  the  privilege  under  the 
Act.  That  was  very  largely  similar  to  a  case 
of  this  kind:  A  medical  man  sat  down  and 
certified  that  X.Y.  was  insane.  He  might 
know  absolutely  well  that  X.Y.  was  insane, 
and  he  might  be  able  to  demonstrate  that 
verbally  upon  sufficient  opportunity  to  many 
persons ;  but  to  define  in  writing  why  X.y. 
was  insane  was  something  which,  for  his  own 
part,  he  was  never  fool  enough  to  attempt. 
Therefore  he  was  not  so  sure  that  the  policy  of 
this  measure  was  not  assailable.  He  thought- 
it  was.  However,  he  left  that  matter  for  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee  to  consider.  What 
he  really  desired  to  see  was  that  we  should 
get  out  of  this  frightful  habit  which  we  were 
drifting  into  of  trying  to  regulate  everything 
by  law,  and  trusting  no  official  to  do  anything 
honestly  and  honourably.  The  net  result  <S 
that  would  be  that  we  would  not  have  officials 
who  were  honest  and  honourable.  No  business 
could  proceed  except  on  the  supposition  that 
men  were  conscientious,  and  were  prepared 
honestly  to  perform  their  duties. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY  only  wished  to  say 
a  word  in  reference  to  something  that  had 
fallen  from  the  honourable  genUeman  who  had 
just  sat  down.  The  honourable  gentleman 
complained  that  we  had  fallen  into  the  habit 
of  trying  to  do  everything  by  law,  and  trusted 
nothing  to  officials,  whose  characters  we  were 
in  the  habit  of  impugning  so  frequently.  This 
was  a  habit  that  had  risen  up  of  late  ^^ears.  It 
was  the  fashion  now  to  attribute  motives  and 
corruption  and  all  kind  of  iniquity  to  not  only 
public  officers,  but  to  Ministers  of  the  Crown. 
This  was  done  for  certain  reasons ;  and,  pec- 
haps,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would  take 
this  into  consideration  he  would  not  be  so^- 
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prisad  tbafc  ihe  sort  of  thing  he  depreoated  had  > 
gained  ground.  There  was  a  disposition  on  the 
pact  of  certain  people  to  trv  to  foist  on  the 
xepreseptatives  of  a  certain  class  responsibiiity 
for  being  natnrally  oormpt.  What  the  honoor- 
iJile  gentleman  had  pointed  oat  he  thought 
oonld  be  traced  to  this,  bat  it  was  aU  wrong 
from  beginning  to  end.  The  oormption  might 
easily  be  proved  to  exist  in  other  quarters. 

BiU  read  the  second  time. 

The    Council    adjourned    at   twenty  -  eight 
minutes  to  five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOOSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  3rd  August,  1898. 


First  BeadlngB— Bank  of  Mew  Zealand  and  Banking 
BUI. 


Mr.  Spxaiodb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaxbbs. 

FIRST  JREADINGS. 
Settlement  and  Administration   of   Native 
Lands  Bill,  Eketahuna  County  Bill,  Kew  Zea- 
land Institute  of  Surveyors  BiU. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND  AND  BANKING 
BILL. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin  City). 
— Sir,  before  proceeding  with  the  ordinary 
boniness  of  the  House,  might  I  be  allowed  to 
make  a  personal  explanation?  I  was  rather 
•oxprised  to  read  in  tne  report  of  the  Premier's 
speech  in  this  morning's  paper  the  following 
•entence:— 

**  If  Mr.  Watson  wished  to  give  evidence  he 
oould  have  done  so,  and  they  had  the  assur- 
ance of  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  that  even  if 
Hz.  Watson  did  give  evidence  it  would  only 
be  with  regard  to  the  accounts  he  refused  to 
ffive  evidence  upon  before  the  Banking  Com- 
mittee." 

Might  I  now  ask  the  Premier  if  he  made  use 
of  that  expression — "  they  had  the  assurance 
of  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  "? 

Mr.  SEDDON  tPiemier).— Sir,  I  stated  dis- 
tinctly  that  Mr.  Mackenzie  had  said  to  the 
Honae  that  if  Mr.  Watson  was  called  upon  to 
five  evidence  those  persons  who  were  expecting 
revelations  would  be  disa^ppointed,  and  that 
Mr.  Watson  would  onl^  give  evidence  owing 
to  the  changed  position  of  the  accounts. 
I  did  not  for  a  moment  infer  that  Mr.  Mac- 
Jcemde  was  speaking  as  she  mouthpiece  of  Mr. 
Wateon,  or  that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Watson  at 
all.  I  only  repeated  the  statement  as  it  came 
from  Mr.  Mackenzie,  who  had  said  that  we 
would  be  disappointed  if  we  expected  any 
startling  revelations. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.—So  far.  that  is 
satisfactorr ;  but  it  is  necessary  that  I  should 
state  clearly  what  took  place.  What  I  did  was 
to  quote  a  sentence  from  Mr.  Watson's  printed 
eizonlar  to  members,  as  follows  :— 


"  Had  I  then  so  far  forgot  myself  as  to  make 
my  own  position  clear,  which  I  could  easily 
have  done  by  producing  documentary  evidence 
at  my  disposisJ,  I  shoul4  have  been  justly 
execrated  by  the  banking  community." 

I  drew  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
words  "make  my  own  position  clear," and  said 
that  if  I  was  any  judge  of  language  that  meant 
that  Mr.  Watson  was  going  to  confine  himself 
in  his  evidence  strictly  to  his  own  business,  and 
that,  in  my  opinion,  no  revelations  would  be  got 
out  of  him.  That  is  what  I  said ;  but  the  ex- 
pression "the  assurance  of  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie "  implies  that  the  person  who  gives  that 
assurance  knows  the  facts,  and  is  speaking  with 
authority.  Of  course,  I  have  no  more  notion 
of  what  Mr.  Watson  can  tell  than  the  man  in 
the  moon. 

IN  OOlOniTKlB. 

Clause  18. — *'  The  remuneration  of  the  direc- 
tors whilst  they  hold  office  shall  be  at  the  rates 
following,  that  is  to  say, — 

**  (1.)  The  Chairman,  such  sum  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  pounds  per  annum 
as  is  fixed  by  the  Board : 
**  (2.)  Each  of  the  other  directors,  such  sum 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fifty 

Sounds  per  annum  as  is  fixed  by  the 
card  : 
"  (8.)  In  addition  to  his  foregoing  remunera- 
tion as  a  director,  each  member  of 
the  Committee  (other  than  the  Chair- 
man) shall,  whilst  holding  office  as 
such  member,  receive  further  remu- 
neration at  such  rate  not  exceeding 
one   hundred    and  fifty  pounds  per 
annum  as  is  fixed  by  the  Board." 
Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  excision  of  all  the 
words  of  the  clause  after  the  words  "  The  re- 
muneration of  the  directors  whilst  they  hold 
office  shall  be  at  the,"  with  the  view  of  insert- 
ing the  following  words  :  **  rate  of  three  thou- 
sand pounds  per  year,  to  be  divided  amongst 
them  m  such  shares  as  are  fixed  by  the  Board." 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  to  strike  out    "one 
thousand,"  with  the  view  of  Inserthag  "  seven 
hundred  and  fifty." 
Amendment  negatived. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  subclause 
(3)  was  excised,  and  clause  18,  as  amended, 
was  agreed  to. 

Clause  14. — *'  Irrespective  of  such  remunera- 
tion, the  Chairman  and  each  member  attending 
any  meeting  of  the  Board  or  the  Committee 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  respect  of  such 
attendance,  his  actual  travelling-expenses  ao^ 
cording  to  a  scale  to  be' fixed  by  regulations  Co 
be  made  by  the  Board  with  the  approval  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  the  words, 
'*  or  the  Committee,"  in  line  2,  were  struck  out, 
and  the  words  "  or  when  travelling  On.  buslr 
ness  connected  with  the  Bank  "  were  inserted 
in  lieu  thereof ;  and,  in  line  3,  the  words  "  of 
such  attendance  "  were  omitted,  and  the  word 
"  thereof  "  inserted. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Glause  21.— Governor  in  Ooancil  may  pre- 
sorlbe  forms  of  retams  to  be  made  by  banks. 

On  tiie  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  this  claose 
was  struck  oat. 

Clause  22.— Every  bank  to  keep  assets  in 
ook)ny  equal  to  liabilities. 

This  clause  was  amended ;  and  then,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  struck  out. 

Clause  28. — Provision  for  disposal  of  trading 
oonoerns  and  lands  taken  possession  of  by  any 
bank  as  mortgagee,  &o. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  this  clause 
was  struck  out. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  moved  the  following  new 
clause,  to  follow  clause  4  : — 

"  4a.  The  ordinary  term  of  office  of  the  four 
members  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  in 
Council  shall  be^two  years,  subject,  however,  to 
the  following  special  provisions : — 
"  (1.)  Of  the  four  members  first  appointed, 
two  shall  retire  from  office  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  one,  and  the 
members  to  so  retire  shall,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  Monday  in  February  in 
that  year,  be  decided  by  lot  amongst 
the  four. 
<*  (2.)  On  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  two,  and 
on  the  same  day  in  each  subsequent 
vear,  the  two  members  who  have  then 
been  longest  in  office  shall  retire. 
**  (8.)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  t6 
notify  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  not 
later  than  the  first  Wednesday  in 
February,  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  one,  the  names  of  the  two  mem- 
bers who  are  to  retire  in  that  year 
pursuant  to  lot,  and  if   the  Board 
fails  or  neglects  so  to  do,  or  if  the 
members  to  retire  have  not  been  duly 
decided  by  lot,  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
shall  determine  by  lot  the  members 
who  shall  retire,  and  they  shall  retire 
accordingly. 
**  (4.)  The  successor  to  each  member  who 
retires  pursuant  to  the  i)rov]sionB  of 
this  section  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor  in  Council  not  later  than 
the  first  Wednesday  in  March  in  the 
year  in  which  the  retirement  occurs, 
and  shall  take  office  on  the  thirty-first 
day  of  that  month. 
**  (5.)  Subsection  four  of  section  four  hereof 
shall  be  construed  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section." 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  **two   years,"   and   to   insert  in  lieu 
thereof  **  three  years." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  *  two  years '  be  retained." 

Ayes,  88. 

Allen,  E.  G.  Flatman  Joyce 

Oadman  Gilfedder  Eaihau 

Oamcross  Graham  Kelly 

OarroU  Hall-Jones  Lamach 

Duncan  Holland  Lawry 

Field  Houston  McGowan 


MoGuire 

O'Meara 

MoKenrie,  J. 

Parata 

McNab 

Pirani 

Meredith 

Seddon 

Millar 

Smith 

Montgomery 

Stevens 

Morrison 

Steward 

Nobs,  18 

Bollard 

Lethbridge 

Brown 

McLean 

Buchanan 

Monk 

Carson 

Moore 

Crowther 

Bolleston 

Herries 

BuBsell 

Tanner 
Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Wilson. 

TeUen, 
Mills 
Symes. 

Sligo 

Thompson,  B. 
Thomson,  J.  W» 

TeUers. 
Eraser 
Massey. 
Lang 

Paibs. 
For,  AgaimU 

Fisher  Heke 

Hutcheson,  J.  Lewis 

O'Began  Wright 

Pere  Hutchison,  G. 

Ward.  Mackenzie,  M. 

Majority  for,  20. 
Words  retained,  and  clause  added  to  the  Bill. 
Mr.    SEDDON  moved    the    following   new 
clause,  to  follow  clause  5 : — 

'*  5a.  The  ordinary  term  of  office  of  the  two 

members  to  be  elected  by  the  shareholders  of 

the  Bank  sball  be  two  years,  subject,  however^ 

to  the  following  special  provisions : — 

**  (1.)  Of  the  members  first  elected,  one  shall 

retire  from  office  on  the  thirty-first 

day  of  March,  one   thousand    nine 

hundred  and  one,  and  the  member 

to  so  retire  shall,  on  or  before  the 

first   Monday   in  February  in   that 

year,  be  decided  by  lot  amongst  the 

two: 

"  Provided  that,  if  for  any  reason  the 
two  do  not  cast  lots,  the  Board  shall 
determine  by  lot,  or,  if  the  Board 
fails  or  neglects  so  to  do  before  the 
first  Wednesday  in  February,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  shall  determine 
by  lot  which  of  the  two  shall  retire, 
and  he  shall  retire  accordingly. 
"  (2.)  On  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  two,  and 
at  the  same  day  in  each  subsequent 
year,  the  member  who  has  then  been 
longest  in  office  shall  retire. 
"  (8.)  The  successor  to  each  member  who 
retires  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  be  elected  at  the 
half-yearly  general  meeting  of  share- 
holders  to  be  held  in  Wellington  in 
the  month  of  February  next  pre- 
ceding the  date  on  which  the  retire- 
ment occurs,  and  shall  take  office  on 
Buoh  date. 
**  (4.)  Subsection  three  of  section  five  hereof 
shall  be  construed  subject  to  tiie 
provisions  of  this  section." 
New  clause  added. 

Mr.  SEDDON   moved    the    following  new 
clause,  to  follow  clause  16:— 

"  16a.  From  and  after  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  President,  no  transfer  of  shares  of  the 
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Bank  ahall  be  valid  until  authorised  in  writing 
by  the  Ohi^  Auditor,  or  by  Bome  person  ap- 
pointed by  him  with  the  approval  in  writing 
ol  the  Ck)lonial  Treasurer ;  and  section  four  of 
■  The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  Share  Guarantee 
Act,  1894,'  shall  be  construed  accordingly." 
New  clause  added. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  following  new 
olanse,  to  follow  clause  17 : — 

"  17a.  Notwithstanding  anything  to  the  con- 
tcary  contained  in  *  The  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land and  Banking  Act,  1895,'  the  Bank  may 
from  time  to  time,  as  and  when  it  thinks  fit, 
out  of  its  profits,  make  such  provision  as  it 
deems  desirable  for  ascertained  losses  or  esti- 
mated deficiencies  in  respect  of  such  of  its 
assets  as  consist  of  trading  concerns,  pro- 
perties, and  other  assets  taken  over  or  acquired 
from  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  Estates  Com- 
pany (Limited),  buildings  acquired  from  the 
Colonial  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  good-will  paid 
to  the  Colonial  Ban](  of  New  Zealand,  and 
expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  con- 
version or  payment  of  debentures." 
New  clause  added. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  new  clause,  to  follow  clause  18 : — 

*'  18a.  Whereas  the  Bank  is  beneficially  en- 
titled to  all  the  assets  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  Estates  Company  (Limited),  and  it  is 
expedient  to  facilitate  the  winding-up  of  that 
oompany  and  the  transfer  of  its  assets  to  the 
Bank :    Be  it  therefore  enacted  as  follows : — 
"  (1.)  All  the  assets  of  the  said  company  are 
hereby,  without  the  necessity  of  any 
instrument  of  assurance,  transferred 
to  and  vested  in  the  Bank,  subject 
nevertheless   to    all    encumbrances, 
liens,    and    interests   affecting    the 
same. 
"(2.)  A  certificate  in  writing  purporting  to 
be  under  the  hands  of  two  directors  of 
the  said  company  and  two  directors 
of  the  Bank,  certifying  that  the  par- 
ticular asset  or   assets   therein  de- 
scribed are  transferred  to  and  vested 
in  the  Bank  pursuant  to  this  section, 
shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
fact.  And  every  such  certificate  shall 
be  re|(ist6rable  as  a  deed  within  the 
meanmg  of  *  The  Deeds  Registration 
Act,  1868,'  and    as   an   instrument 
within  the  meaning  of  *The  Land 
Transfer  Act,  1885,'   and   shall   be 
exempt  from  stamp  duty." 
New  olanse  added. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  new  clause,  to  follow  clause  18a  : — 

'«18b.  Section  fifty-three  of  the  last-men- 
tioned  Act  is  hereby  repealed,  and  in  lien 
thereof  it  Is  hereby  enacted  that  the  balanoe- 
theet  and  statement  of  accounts  of  the  Bank 
shall  be  made  up  annually  to  the  thirty-first 
day  of  March  in  each  year,  and  a  copy  thereof 
oertified  as  correct  under  the  hand  of  the 
Auditor  shall,  as  soon  as  the  same  is  available, 
be  laid  before  Parliament  if  in  session,  or,  if 
Bot,  then  within  ten  days  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next-ensuing  session  thereof." 


New  clause  added. 

Mr.  FBASER  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  new  clause,  to  follow  clause  19 : — 

**19a.  Whereas  amongst  the  assets  which, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  *The  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  and  Banking  Act,  1895,'  were 
sold  by  the  Estates  Company  to  and  vested  in 
the  Assets  Board  was  included  a  property 
described  in  the  Schedule  to  that  Act  as  *  Lots 
12  to  16,  Section  8,  Fort  Street,  Shortland 
Street,  Emily  Place,  Auckland,  with  cottage 
and  fish-house ' :  And  whereas  such  description 
is  inaccurate,  inasmuch  as  portion  of  that  pro- 
perty consists  of  a  fiour-mill  and  the  lana 
appurtenant  thereto,  which  should  have  re- 
mained in  the  Estates  Company,  and  have 
been  afterwards  transferred  bv  it  to  the  Bank : 
And  whereas  the  value  of  such  portion  was  rot 
included  in  the  consideration  passing  from  the 
Assets  Board  to  the  Estates  Company  on  the 
aforesaid  sale  :  Now,  therefore,  for  the  purpose 
of  rectifying  the  error  that  has  been  made,  the 
Assets  Board  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed 
to  have  the  land  appurtenant  to  the  said  flour- 
mill  surveyed,  and  the  boundaries  thereof  fixed 
to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  the  Assets  Reali- 
sation Board  and  the  Bank,  and,  when  such 
boundaries  are  so  fixed  as  aforesaid,  to  transfer 
and  assure  to  the  Bank  the  said  last-mentioned 
land,  with  the  flour-mill  and  all  other  build- 
ings erected  thereon,  without  requiring  any 
payment  for  the  same.  The  memorandum  of 
transfer  for  effectuating  the  purpose  aforesaid 
shall  be  exempt  from  stamp  duty." 

New  clause  added. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing new  clause : — 

"The  directors  appointed  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Act  shall  forthwith  after  their 
appointment  take  such  steps  as  they  may  con- 
sider advisable  to  offer  the  business  of  the 
Bank,  with  its  good-will  and  assets,  for  sale^ 
either  in  the  colony  or  in  London,  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  the  said  directors  may 
consider  best^  subject  to  the  rights  of  the  colony 
under  its  guarantees." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
•'That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  14. 

Brown 

Kelly 

Thompson,  R. 

Carson 

Lang 
Monk 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Crowther 

Tellers. 

Herries 

Montgomery 

Smith 

Joyce 

Pirani 

Noes,  41. 

Taylor. 

Bollard 

HaU-Jones 

McNab 

Buchanan 

Houston 

Massey 

Cadman 

Hunter 

Meredith 

Camcross 

Lawry 

MUls 

Carroll 

Lethbridge 

Moore 

Duncan 

McGowan 

Morrison 

Duchie 

MoGuire 

Parata 

Field 

Mackenzie,  M 

.  Rolleston 

Fraser 

McEenzie,  J. 

Seddon 

Gilfedder 

McKenzie,  R. 

Sligo 

Graham 

McLean 

Stevens 
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Steward  Thompson,  T.  Tellen. 

ByxnoB  Ward  Flatman 

Tanner  Wilson.  O'Meara. 

Majority  against,  27. 

Olanse  not  added. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing  new  olanse,  to  follow  clause  8 : — 

**  8a.  The  Ohairman  of  the  Board  shall  hold 
his  office  as  Ohairman  for  one  year,  or  nntU 
the  ejection  of  his  snooessor,  but  shall  be  eli- 
gible for  re-election;  and  tiie  office  shall  be 
filled  by  election  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Board  held  in  the  month  of  January  in  eaoh 
year." 

New  clanse  added. 

Mr.  PIBANI  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing new  clause : — 

"The  members  of  the  Assets  Bealisation 
Board  constituted  under  *The  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  and  Banking  Act,  1895,*  shall,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  present 
members,  be  deemed  to  be  Civil  servants  within 
the  meaning  of  *  The  Disqualification  Act, 
1878.' " 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
<*  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Atbs,  20. 


Bollard 

Lang 

Bolieston 

Brown 

Lewis 

Sligo 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie 

M.  Smith 

Carson 

Massey 

Taylor. 

Crowther 

Monk 

Tellers. 

Henries 

Moore 

Montgomery 

Hunter 

Pirani 

Tanner. 

Noes.  26. 

Cadman 

Lawry 

Parata 

Camcross 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McKenzie, 

J.     Stevens 

Duncan 

McEenzie, 

B.    Symes 

Flatman 

McNab 

Thompson,  T 

Gilfedder 

Millar 

Ward 

Graham 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Houston 

Eaihau 

O'Meara 
Paibs 

Meredith. 

For 

Against. 

Dnthie 

Holland 

Heke 

Fisher 

Hutchison,  G. 

Pere 

KeUy 

Lamaoh 

Lethbridge 

Steward 

McGuire 

Field 

McLean 

I 

AUen,  E.  G. 

Russell 

Wilson 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Joyce 

Wason 

Hogg 

Wright. 

O'Began. 

Majority  against,  6. 

Motion  negatived. 

Preamble  amended. 

Title  amended. 

Bill  reported 

I. 

The  House  adjonmed  at 

one  o'clock  a.m. 

LEGISLATIVE    COUNCIL. 

Thursdayt  4th  August^  1898. 


Auckland  Electrio  Iiightdng  Bill— Unclaimed  Moneys 
Bill— Animals  ftoteotlon  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  «! 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaysbs. 

AUCKLAND  BLBOTRIC  LIGHTING  BELL, 
The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  moved,-'(l)That 
Standing  Order  No.  61,  relative  to  private  BUU^ 
he  suspended;  (2)  that  the  Auckland  Electric 
Lighting  Bill  he  treated  as  an  opposed  BiU^ 
and  (3)  that  the  petitioners,  the  Mayor  of  Auck- 
land and  W.  Gentry  Bingham,  he  heard  before 
the  Committee  on  the  BiU.  The  Bill  referred 
to  was  now  in  another  place,  and  would  be  sent 
to  the  Council  in  the  ordinary  course.  Three 
petitions  had  been  presented  against  the  Bill — 
one  by  the  Mayor  of  Auckland,  who  wished  to 
be  heard,  and  petitions  had  also  been  presented 
by  two  other  parties.  The  Committee,  after 
patiently  hearing  three  legal  gentlemen  for 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  came  to  the  resolu- 
tion embodied  in  the  motion,  and  that,  in  order 
that  the  other  parties  might  be  heard,  the  Bill 
must  be  considered  as  an  opposed  Bill.  That 
would  necessitate  the  suspension  of  Standing 
Order  No.  61,  relative  to  private  Bills. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

UNCLAIMED  MONEYS  BILL. 

ADJOUBNBD  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  moved,  That  the 
Bill  he  recommitted  for  the  reconsideration  of 
clause  2,  for  the  excision  of  the  words  "  Public 
Trust  Office."  He  might  state  that  the  Public 
Trustee  —  or  office  —  was  a  corporation  with 
perpetual  succession,  and  might  be  appointed 
as  executor.  He  therefore  thought  the  Public 
Trust  Office  was  responsible  for  all  time  to 
the  heirs  or  devisee,  exactly  as  any  other 
executor  was,  and  that  unclaimed  bequests 
should  be  kept  intact.  He  thought  the  Public 
Trust  Office  should  not  be  included  in  this 
Bill.  It  was  different  in  every  respect  from 
the  other  offices  named.  It  administered 
estates  and  wills.  Now,  suppose  that  money 
was  left  by  will  to  any  one  who  was  not 
aware  of  it.  Such  money  should  remain  in 
the  office  until  it  was  applied  for,  and  not  be 
handed  over  to  the  Treasury  as  public  revenue. 
He  thought  it  would  be  very  awkward  for  him 
if  this  money  were  removed  into  the  Treasury, 
where  he  would  not  know  anything  about  it, 
and,  even  if  it  were  in  the  Treasury,  he  did  not 
think  a  person  should  be  called  upon  to  go  to 
large  expense  in  making  theneeessary  inquiriea 
at  the  Treasury,  and  go  through  some  costly 
formula  to  get  his  money  back.  Another  thing 
was  that  he  would  be  at  a  very  great  disad- 
vantage if  the  Trust  Office  discontinued  at  the 
end  of  six  years  to  insert  the  annual  advertise- 
ment which  was  proposed  by  the  Bill.  That 
person  would  be  excluded  from  knowing  by 
any  possible  chance  that  money  was  retained 
in  the  Public  Trust  Office  for  him,  and  the 
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diaoontinuanoe  of  the  advertisement  would 
pievenl  that  penon  from  enjoying  his  righto. 
At  the  present  time  the  Publio  Trnst  Offioe  was 
not  popular,  and  he  thought  they  should  do 
nothing  at  all  in  the  Council  to  make  it  more 
unpopular  than  it  was.  There  were  a  great 
many  uses  to  which  it  oould  be  applied ;  but  if 
it  got  into  the  minds  of  the  people  that  it  was 
not  doing,  and  could  not  do,  the  duties  which 
the  people  expected  it  should,  then  it  would 
be  more  unpopular  still,  and  he  thought  they 
might,  instead  of  calling  it  the  Publio  Trust 
Office,  which  seemed  to  give  confidence  to  the 
people,  change  the  name  and  call  it  the  Public 
bistrust  Office;  and  he  was  sure  no  member 
would  like  that  to  happen.  He  thought,  for  the 
lake  of  the  people,  who  were  now  led  to  believe 
that  the  Public  Trust  Office  was  an  office  in 
which  they  could  place  their  affairs,  that  it 
should  be  carried  on  exactly  on  the  methods 
piovided  for  in  the  Public  Trust  Office  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER  said  he  did  not 
know  how  far  he  was  in  order,  but  apoflurently 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  Council*,  when  tney  last 
oonaidered  this  third  reading,  that  clause  2 
should  be  redrafted,  in  order  to  put  it  into  what 
the  Council  possibly  considered  better  shape. 
He  had  circulated  an  Order  Paper  in  which  he 
had  endeavoured  to  give  effect  to  the  new  shape 
that  clause  2  should  take,  and  he  would  like  to 
know  if  he  was  in  order,  and  if  he  oould  with- 
draw his  motion  for  the  third  reading  and 
move  instead.  That  the  Bill  be  recommitted 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  clauses  2  and  6 
and  the  Schedule. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  quite  in  order  in  moving 
that  addition  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Peacock's 
amendment. 

Motion  for  third  reading,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  would  move, 
then.  That  the  Bill  be  reeommitted  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  clatues  9  and  6  and  the 
Schedule.  In  moving  this  he  wished  to  say 
just  a  few  words  further.  He  had  endeavoured 
to  point  out  how  inconvenient  and  unnecessary 
it  was  to  include  Government  offices  in  the 
BiU.  He  would  like  to  add  that,  although  he 
had.  in  loyalty  to  the  Council,  redrafted  the 
Snd  clause,  which  included  these  Government 
offioes,  still  he  wished  to  point  out  how  un- 
neoessary  and  inexpedient  it  was  that  they 
•honld  be  included  in  the  Bill.  Therefore  he 
wished  to  move  in  Committee,  if  the  Bill  was 
xeoommitted,  that  these  offices  be  struck  out. 
That  would  give  the  Hon.  Mr.  Peacock  a 
ohanoe  of  moving  his  amendment,  or  sup- 
porting him,  when  he  moved  to  strike  out 
the  Public  Trust  Office.  He  wished  to 
point  out,  in  the  first  place,  that  none  of 
those  offices  were  offices  for  the  purpose  of 
fun.  They  were  perfectly  distinct  from  the 
original  objects  of  the  Bill.  The  original  inten- 
tion of  the  Bill  was  to  require  the  disclosure 
•f  unolaimed  moneys  in  the  interest  of  the 
puhlio  by  companies  and  persons  and  firms  who 
eazried  on  business  for  the  purpose  of  gain. 
Now,  none  of  these  offioes— neither  the  Post- 


Offioe  Savings-Bank  nor  the  Government  Life 
Lisuranoe  Department,  nor  the  Public  Trust 
Office— oould  be  properly  described  or  con- 
sidered to  be  offices  for  the  purposes  of  gain. 
They  had  all  got  a  publio  oojeot  underlying 
them.  Perhaps  the  Government  Life  In- 
surance Department  was  the  nearest  ap- 
proach to  an  office  which  had  gain  for  its 
partial  object,  because  undoubtedly  the  in- 
surers—the policy-holders  in  that  office — ^had 
a  share  in  the  gains  by  way  of  bonuses  ;  but  he 
was  informed  by  the  Government  Life  Insur- 
ance Department  that,  so  far  as  its  business 
was  concerned,  it  did  not  matter  to  them  one 
straw  whether  they  were  included  in  this  Bill 
or  not — it  was  virtually  inoperative.  But,  so 
far  as  regards  the  Post- Office  Savings-Bank, 
he  would  point  out  that  the  Government 
Post -Office  Savings-Bank  never  confiscated 
money  in  the  sense  that  other  banks  did. 
They  kept  accounts  alive  as  long  as  people 
wished  them  to  be  kept  alive.  The  object  of 
the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  was  a  medium  by 
which  the  thrift  of  the  people  might  be  en- 
couraged, and  facilities  might  be  given  for  the 
operation  of  such  thrift,  and  it  would  no  doubt 
be  within  the  knowledge  of  many  members  in 
this  Council  that  there  were  special  facilities 
for  this  in  more  than  one  direction.  He  men- 
tioned, however,  the  special  facilities  by  which 
parents  on  the  birth  of  a  child  could  lodge 
money  in  the  savings-bank  on  the  condition 
that  it  was  not  to  mature  until  the  child  was 
of  age.  Well,  if  the  Post-Offioe  Savings-Bank 
was  brought  into  this  Bill  it  would  mean  that 
at  the  end  of  six  years  this  money  would  have 
to  be  declared,  and  might  be  forfeited  to  the 
State. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — No;  that  is  not  un- 
claimed money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  the 
money  might  be  taken  into  the  coffers  of  the 
State,  and  the  finance  of  the  endowment  policy 
would  be  destroyed.  Now,  he  did  not  for  one 
minute  wish  to  argue  that  the  State  institu- 
tions should  not  be  as  openly  administered,  so 
far  as  the  public  were  ooneerned,  as  what  wae 
demanded  from  private  institutions;  but  ha 
did  not  think  that,  so  far  as  the  Post-Offioe 
Savings-Bank  was  concerned,  the  public  would 
derive  any  benefit  from  including  it  in  this 
Bill.  Nay,  more,  probably  detriment  would 
acorue  to  the  public  interests,  which  were  in- 
volved in  the  proper  administration  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  privileges  which  accrued  from 
the  present  administration  of  the  Government 
Post-Office  Savings-Bank.  He  therefore  hoped 
the  Council  would  reconsider  this  matter, 
and  agree  to  strike  the  Government  Post- 
Offioe  Savings-Bank  out  of  this  Bill.  Then, 
again,  passing  over  the  Government  Life  In- 
surance Department,  next  came  the  Public 
Trust  Office.  Now,  the  Public  Trust  Offioe 
operated  under  an  Act  of  its  own,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  found  that  that  Act  was 
more  stringent  even  than  what  was  now  pro- 
posed in  the  BiU  under  consideration.  One 
section  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act  of  1891 
said:— 
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•«  Every  depoBife  unclaimed  for  a  period  of 
one  year  after  having  become  pavable  to  the 
depositor  shall  be  paid  into  and  form  part 
of  the  Gonsolidated  Fund,  but  the  Treasury 
ma^  issue  and  pay  the  same  to  any  legally 
entitled  claimant  thereof  at  any  time  within 
ton  years  thereafter." 

So  the  provision  in  the  Bill  would  not  operate 
as  strictly  as  regarded  these  unclaimed  moneys 
as  this  provision  in  the  Act  would  do.  He  did 
not  think  the  Public  Trustee  ever  refused  to 
disclose  any  knowledge  he  had  of  properties 
or  estates  under  his  control,  but  he  (Mr.  W.  C. 
Walker)  contended  that,  as  regards  these  Go- 
vernment institutions,  any  alteration  that  was 
required  in  their  administration  should  not  be 
dealt  with  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  but  the  pro- 
vision should  be  proposed  and  brought  down  in 
a  Bill  amending  the  Acts  which  constituted 
these  public  institutions  and  under  which  they 
were  administered.  It  was  a  confusion  of 
terms  and  a  confusion  of  objecte,  and  would 
not  lead  to  any  good.  At  the  same  time 
he  asked  the  Council  to  believe  that  he, 
for  one,  did  not  wish  these  Government 
institutions  to  be  treated  in  any  exceptional 
way.  But  he  contended  that,  so  long  as 
they  had  perfect  control  over  them,  ParUa- 
ment  could  order  anything  necessary  or  ex- 
pedient as  regarded  their  administration  in  a 
way  they  had  not  had  previously,  and  never 
oould  have,  over  private  corporations  and  in- 
stitutions which  dealt  for  the  purposes  of  gain 
dmply.  He  trusted  therefore  that,  as  regarded 
clause  2,  the  Council  would  see  fit  to  expuuge 
any  reference  to  these  Government  institu- 
tions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEIMSEI  asked.  Were  they 
to  understand  that  in  the  Public  Trust  Office, 
if  money  lay  unclaimed  for  six  years,  the  owner 
would  have  no  legal  claim  upon  it  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKEB  said  he  did 
not  think  the  Government  ever  disavowed  lia- 
bility where  there  was  a  good  claim.  If  a 
claim  was  made  good  the  money  was  always 
refunded.  But,  as  a  matter  of  finance,  moneys 
miiclaimed  after  six  years  went  into  the  Con- 
flolidated  Fund. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY  thought,  after  the 
intimation  given  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man representing  the  Government,  the  Council 
ought  to  reconsider  the  propriety  of  placing  the 
Government  departmento  under  the  operation 
of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  as  it  came  before  them 
was  a  measure  that  undoubtedly  was  of  some 
service,  because  it  dealt  with  institutions  and 
companies  that  Parliament  had  no  right  to 
inquire  into ;  but  when  they  put  amendments 
in,  and  included  institutions  which  were  in- 
cluded under  the  control  of  Parliament,  and 
which  held  money  in  trust — such  as  the  Post- 
office  Savings-Bank  and  Public  Trust  Office, 
and  made  them  subject  to  provisions  intended 
to  apply  to  private  institutions,  it  altered  the 
whole  complexion  of  the  Bill.  With  regard  to 
the  moneys  in  the  Post- Office  Savings-Bank, 
for  instance,  a  person  might  deposit  a  sum 
of  money,  and  then  simply,  without  dealing 
Eon.  Mr.  W*  0.  Walker 


with  the  account  at  all,  let  it  stay  there  foe 
yean  and  accumulate  interest,  aud,  under 
this  Bill,  that  money  would  be  confiscated 
and  go  into  the  Public  Account.  What  right 
had  they  to  confiscate  private  property  in 
that  way?  The  same  thing  also  appUad  to 
the  Public  Trust  Office.  Moneys  were  lodged 
there  in  a  like  manner,  and  yet,  under  the 
amendments  made,  would  be  paid  into  the 
Public  Account  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to  be  utilised  for  the  public  generally. 
And  the  same  thing  applied  also  with  regard  to 
the  Government  Life  Insurance  Office.  What 
was  its  object  ?  It  was  for  the 'benefit  of  those 
who  insured  with  it.  If  any  surplus  funds 
accrued,  they  surely  ought  to  go  to  those  who 
had  insured  in  that  office.  They  had  the  best 
right  to  them ;  and  these  moneys  should  not 
go  into  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  generally.  Therefore,  in  these 
three  cases  the  deposito  belonged  to  the  de- 
positors, and  the  general  public  had  no  right 
whatever  to  them,  and  therefore  he  hoped  the 
Council  would  reconsider  the  matter  and  strike 
out  the  public  departments.  If  not,  the  Bill 
would  hardly  pass  th*s  session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  said,  what  the 
Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker  had  told  them  about 
the  Government  departmental  offices  was  per- 
fectly  true,  no  doubt,  and  he  was  quite  sure 
no  one  would  for  a  moment  insinuate  that  any 
Government  office  would  wish  to  lay  ite  hands 
on  money  to  which  it  was  not  fairly  entitled  ; 
but  what  he  thought  was  needed  was  this: 
there  ought  to  be  something  like  publicity  in 
these  matters.  What  was  intended  by  the 
Bill,  as  amended,  he  believed,  was  that  banks 
and  private  monetary  institutions  of  all  kinds 
were  to  be  compelled  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavour  to  find  out  the  representatives 
of  any  person  who  had  deposited  money  that 
lay  unclaimed  in  their  hands.  He  thought 
this  was  a  very  proper  thing ;  and  whv  should 
not  the  Government  offices  be  compelled  to  do 
the  same  thing?  How  was  a  man  to  know 
if  there  was  money  lying  in  a  Government 
office — he  would  not  say  standing  in  his  name, 
but  money  to  which  he  had  a  legal  right  ?  How 
was  he  to  know  it  was  there,  and  make  appli- 
cation to  receive  it  ?  Unless  a  certain  amount 
of  publicity  was  made  compulsory  on  the  pari 
of  the  office  nothing  would  be  done ;  they  would 
not  take  the  trouble  to  find  out  who  were  the 
legal  representatives  of  Mr.  So-and-so,  whose 
moneys  lay  unclaimed  with  them.  He  thought 
publicity  should  be  insisted  upon  for  the 
security  of  the  public. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAEEB  said  the  ouestion 
before  the  Council  was  whether  the  Bill  should 
be  recommitted.  He  presumed  that  honour- 
able gentlemen  would  fight  out  in  Committee 
the  matter  now  under  discussion,  and  there- 
fore he  did  not  know  whether  they  wished 
to  have  all  the  argumente  gone  over  now  and 
then  gone  over  again  in  Committee.  As  ft 
matter  of  fact,  the  real  question  was  whether 
the  Bill  should  be  reoommitted.  There  might 
be  arguments  used  to  show  why  it  should  not 
be  recommitted. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  McLBAN  said,  if  argnmento 
directed  to  one  side  of  the  question  only  were 
•offered,  then,  if  they  went  to  a  division,  these 
Arguments  might  influence  honourable  mem- 
bers, and  therefore  something  should  also  be 
said  on  the  other  side.  When  this  Savings- 
Bank  proposal  was  brought  forward,  and  he 
supported  it,  it  was  for  good  reasons  that  he 
did  so.  The  reasons  which  had  been  given  by 
the  Minister  of  Bduoation  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
'T.  Kelly  did  not  touch  the  matter  at  all.  On 
the  contrary,  they  were  quite  beside  the  ques- 
tion. Take,  for  instance,  the  argument  of  the 
Minister  of  Education  about  moneys  being 
deposited  to  mature  at  a  certain  time  for  the 
benefit  of  a  child.  They  could  not  by  any 
means  come  into  this  Bill.  He  knew  of  his 
own  knowledge  of  a  case  that  showed  the 
necessity  for  bringing  the  Savings- Bank  under 
the  operation  of  this  Bill.  A  couple  of  young 
men  got  drowned,  and,  after  their  friends 
had  been  searching  at  the  Savings- Bank  for 
some  money  they  had  left,  they  came  to 
him  (Hon.  Mr.  McLean)  to  ask  if  he  would  get 
it  for  them.  He  said,  therefore,  there  was  no 
more  necessary  thing  than  that  the  Savings- 
Bank  should  be  brought  into  this  Bill.  It  was 
not  necessarily  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
moneys  away ;  they  might  not  be  taken  put, 
but  the  object  was  to  compel  the  Government 
Savings- Bank  to  send  out  notice,  so  that  the 
zepresentatives  of  the  deceased  depositor  might 
be  apprised  of  the  deposit,  and  inight  be  able 
to  get  the  money  that  happened  to  be  there ; 
and  in  many  cases  such  moneys  would  never 
be  got  out  of  the  bank  unless  something  of  this 
kind  were  done.  It  was  his  own  experience  of 
this  matter  in  connection  with  those  two  young 
men  who  got  drowned  that  had  induced  him 
to  so  heartily  support  this  proposal  when  it  was 
bfooght  forwaid.  He  did  not  bring  it  forward 
himself,  but  he  saw  the  necessity  of  putting  it 
in  the  Bill.  So  far  as  the  Public  Trust  Office  was 
'ooncemed,  it  was  immaterial  whether  it  was 
pat  in  or  not.  His  honourable  friend  would 
probably  find  it  was  better  to  have  it  in.  Now 
if  moneys  lay  unclaimed  for  six  years  they 
were  handed  over  to  the  Treasury,  and  no 
notice  was  given  of  it.  He  would  advise  them 
to  amend  the  Bill,  so  that  before  money  was 
appropriated  and  put  in  the  Treasury,  where  it 
would  be  hidden,  notice  should  be  given  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  wherever  they 
were.  As  for  the  Insurance  Department,  it 
did  not  matter  whether  that  was  put  in  or  not ; 
bat  in  connection  with  the  Savings- Bank  it  was 
most  important  that  the  notices  should  be 
fasned  to  representatives,  and  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  Savings-Bank 
being  put  in  the  Bill,  the  same  as  any  other 
institution. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  recommitted. 

IN  COmCITTBS. 

Clause  2. — Interpretation  of  **  company."    • 
The   Committee  divided   on    the  question, 
-"  That  the  words  *  the  Government  Post-Office 
^vingi-Bank  *  be  inserted  in  the  clause." 


Atxs,  16. 

Bonar 

McLean 

Richardson 

Grace 

Oliver 

Scotland 

Jenkinson 

Ormond 

Smith,  W.  C 

Jennings 

Pinkerton 

Taiaroa 

Johnston 
Jones 

Beynolds 
Nobs,  17. 

Twomey. 

Arkwrtght 

Kenny 

Rigg 

Barnicoat 

Kerr 

Shrimski 

Bolt 

MacGregor 

Swanson 

Feldwick 

McCullough 

Tomoana  • 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Walker,  W-  C 

Kelly,  T. 

Peacock 

Majority  against,  1. 

Words  not  inserted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  *  Government  Life  Insurance 
Department '  be  inserted  in  the  clause." 


Grace 
Jennings 
Johnston 
McLean 


Arkwright 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Bonar 

Feldwick 

Harris 

Jenkinson 

Jones 


Ayes,  11. 
Oliver 
Ormond 
Peacock 
Beynolds 

NoKS,  22. 
Kelly,  T. 
Kenny 
Kerr 

MacGregor 
McCullough 
Montgomery 
Pinkerton 


Scotland 
Smith,  W.  C. 
Taiaroa. 


Bichardson 

R'gg 

Shrimski 

Swanson 

Tomoana 

Twomey 

Walker,  W.  C. 


Majority  against,  11. 
Words  not  inserted. 
Bill  reported. 

ANIMALS  PROTECTION  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTSB. 

Clause  31.—**  (1.)  No  person  shall  sell  oi 
offer  for  sale,  or  buy  or  offer  to  buy,  any  game 
or  native  game  except  within  the  district  where 
the  same  has  been  killed,  and  except  during 
the  periods  within  which  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
sell  such  game  or  native  game,  as  the  ease 
may  be ;  nor  shall  any  game  or  native  game  be 
held  in  possession  for  a  greater  period  than 
seven  days  after  the  close  of  the  game  season 
fixed  under  this  Act :  Provided  that  this  shall 
not  be  deemed  to  prevent  the  possession  ot 
game  or  native  game  killed  In  the  game  season 
and  kept  in  any  freezing  or  refrigerating 
chamber." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  **  game  or  "  in  the  second  line. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Feldwick 
Johnston 
Montgomery 


Atbs,  9. 
Ormond 
Peacock 
Taiaroa 


Tomoana 
Walker,  W.  C. 
Williams. 
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Nobs,  21. 


Arkwright 

Jones 

Pinkerton 

Barnicoat 

Kelly,  T. 

Reynolds 

Bolt 

Kenny 

Richardson 

Bonar 

Kerr 

Rigg 

Harris 

McOullongh 

Shrimski 

Jenkinson 

McLean 

Swanson 

Jennings 

Oliver 

Twoxney. 

Majority  against 

12. 

Ates,  11. 

Feldwiok 

Ormond 

Kelly,  T. 

Peacock 

Kenny 

Taiaroa 

Montgomery 

Tomoana 

Noes,  19. 

Arkwright 

Jones 

Barnicoat 

Kerr 

Bolt 

MacGregor 

Bonar 

McGulloagh 

Harris 

McLean 

Jenkinson 

Oliver 

Jennings 

Words  struck  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES  moved,  That  the  words 
"  native  game  "  in  the  second  line  be  struck 
out.   • 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*  That  the  words  stand  part  of  the  clause.'* 


Twomey 
Walker,  W.  0. 
Williams. 


Pinkerton 

Reynolds 

Richardson 

Scotland 
Swanson. 


Majority  against,  8. 

Words  struck  out. 

Clause  89.— "Any  person  found  trespassing 
on  private  land  with  gun,  or  dog  and  gun,  shall 
pnmd  facie  be  deemed  to  be  in  pursuit  of  game, 
or  native  game,  as  the  oase  may  be,  and  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  this  Act." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  moved.  That  the  clause 
be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
••  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Reynolds 

Richardson 

Swanson 

Taiaroa 

Tomoana 

Walker,  W.O. 


Bigg 
Scotland. 


Majority  for,  11. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Progress  reported. 
The  Oounoil  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 


Ayes,  18. 

Arkwright 

Bonar 

Feldwiok 

Jennings 

Kelly,  T. 

Kenny 

McLean 

Montgomery 

Oliver 

Ormond 

Pinkerton 

Peacock 

Nobs,  7. 

Barnicoat 

Harris 

Jenkinson 

Jones 
MoCuUough 

HOUSE  OF  RBPRBSBNTATIVB8. 

Thuradayt  4th  Augu$t,  1898, 

First  Beading— Third  Beading— Mines  Statement- 
University  of  Otago  LeaAes  and  Seoorities  Bill 
—Wellington  City  Streets  Bill-New  Plymoath 
Borough  Beservea  and  Street  Ezohanges  Bill 
—East  Ck>a8t  Native  Land  Board  Bill— Little 
Biver  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill— Welling- 
ton aty  Beclamation  and  Pablic  Baths  Bill— 
Johnsonvllle  School  Beserve  Bill— Borough  of 
Onehunga  Water-supply  Bill— Petone  Corpora- 
tion Lignting  and  Sanitation  Loans  Empowering 
Bill-Wainono  Lagoon  Vesting  Bill— Wellington 
High  Levels  Tramway  Bill— Little  Kiver  Domain 
Board  Empowering  Bill. 


Mr.  Spbakieb  took  the  ob  air  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

PRAYBBS. 

FIRST  READING. 
Administration   for  the  Lands    of   Natives 
Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
St.  Albans  Public  Library  Transfer  Bill. 

MINES  STATEMENT. 

{For  tahUa  referred  to  in  the  Statsmmtt,  ms 
Appendix  C,-2.) 

Mr.  Cadman  (Ohinemuri,  Minister  of  Mines) 
laid  the  Mines  Statement  on  the  table,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Mr.  Speaker, — It  is  again  my  duty  to  place 
before  you  the  statement  showing  the  dbn^tion 
of  the  mining  industry. 

The  impetus  given  to  the  industry  through 
the  investment  of  foreign  capital  has  directed 
increased  attention  to  mining  pursuits.  The 
large  number  of  companies  formed  to  prosecute 
gold-mining  ventures,  although  now  greatly 
reduced,  owing  chiefly  to  insufficient  oapitu 
being  subscribed,  are  in  many  instances  carry- 
ing on  works  that  must  ultimately  prove  repro- 
ductive, and  the  mines  which  should  become 
profitable  concerns  thereby  increased. 

In  the  Auckland  District  of  the  North  Island 
prospecting  work  entailing  the  employment  of 
numerous  parties  of  men  is  now  very  muoh 
curtailed,  and  areas  of  mining  land  over  whioh 
an  option  of  purchase  had  been  nominally 
secured  on  behalf  of  British  investors  are  now 
thrown  bewsk  on  the  hands  of  the  original 
owners ;  in  most  oases,  however,  this  has  taken 
place  in  conneotion  with  land  in  whioh  a  fair 
and  reasonable  prospect  of  saooessfal  dis- 
coveries did  not  exist. 

In  the  Middle  Island,  throughout  the  Wesi 
Coast,  Collingwood,  Otago,  and  Southland 
Districts,  many  of  the  mining  companies  an 
eanying  on  extensive  works  in  quarts  as  well 
as  in  afluvial  mining,  and,  in  the  latter,  more 
especially  in  dredging  and  the  buildybag  of 
dredges. 

I  have  endeavoured  as  far  as  possible  to  fui- 
nish  the  latest  information  procurable  as  to  (lie 
position  of  the  mining  industry,  but  it  will  be 
found  that  the  results  set  forth  in  the  retnms 
are  in  some  instances  snnplemented  by  morsr 
recent  information  in  the  Statement  Itself. 
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MiNBBAL  PBODUCTION. 

The  Qoantifcy  of  gold,  silver,  ooal,  and  other 
mineralfl,  iDclading  kauri -gum,  produced  for 
the  year  ending  the  Slat  December  laat  will  be 
found  in  Table  No.  1,  annexed.  The  total  pro- 
duction of  gold  and  silver  was  435,587  oz., 
representing  a  value  of  £1,001,076,  compared 
with  a  value  of  £1,052,017  for  the  preceding 
year.    This  shows  a  decrease  of  £50,941. 

Of  other  minerals,  including  coal,  849,106 
tons  were  produced,  representing  a  value  of 
£856,517,  as  against  800,205  tons,  of  a  value  of 
£862,224,  for  the  previous  year— the  decrease  in 
the  value  for  this  year  being  in  a  great  measure 
due  to  the  less  value  of  the  mixed  minerals  as 
declared  to  the  Customs.  The  production  of 
kauri-gum  was  6,641  tons,  valued  at  £898,010, 
as  compared  with  7,126  tons,  valued  at  £431,823, 
for  1896. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  chief  mineral 

Koduotions  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  Deoem- 
r  last  were  as  follow : — 


Prodnct. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Gold 

251,645  oz. 

980,204 

Silver 

183,892    , 

20,872 

Antimony-ore 

10  tons 

157 

Oopper-ore 

2 

Manganese- ore 

180  tons 

541 

Mixed  minerals    .. 

1,561    , 

5,892 

Colonial    coal    ex- 

ported, including 

that      used     by 

Home  steamers 

76,073    . 

69,595 

Ooke  exported 

, , 

, , 

Colonial  ooal  con- 

sumed   in    New 

Zealand 

764,640  tons 

382,820 

Kauri-gum 

6,641    . 

398,010 

Total  value  of  pro- 

duction for  1897 

. . 

1,857,593 

Total  value  of  pro- 
duetion  for  1896 

•• 

1,914,241 

Total  decrease 

£56,648 

The  total  value  of  the  gold,  silver,  ooal, 
and  other  minerals,  including  kaud-gum,  ex- 
ported up  to  the  end  of  1897  was  £68,617,177. 

GoLD-Mnmfa. 

The  works  oonneoted  with  the  production  of 
gold,  on  which  large  sums  of  money  have  been 
expended  by  companies,  are,  in  many  instances, 
nnfiniehed,  or  only  so  lately  completed  that 
returns  from  the  mines  have  not  yet  made 
say  material  addition  to  the  yields  from  the 
quarts-mines  in  both  Islands. 

The  onflnished  state  of  some  of  the  works  in 
eonneotion  with  hydraulic  sluicing,  and  the 
searoity  of  water  consequent  on  the  excep- 
tionaUy  dry  season  in  Otago,  will,  in  a  great 
meatore,  account  for  the  shrinkage  in  the  yield 
fcom  this  source. 

VOL.  011^14 


As  a  result  of  the  plants  already  in  operation 
the  vield  from  many  of  the  mines  and  claimi 
has  been  augmented ;  and  with  the  additional 
appliances  contemplated  the  returns  of  gold 
and  silver  will  in  future,  it  may  reasonably  be 
anticipated,  be  not  only  maintained,  but  con- 
sideraoly  increased. 

Many  of  the  claims  which  have  been  taken 
up,  especially  for  quartz-mining,  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  public  with  glowing  reports  from 
so-called  mining  experts,  with  the  result  that 
the  mining  industry  has  been  blamed  for  the 
misdirection  and  loss  of  capital.  The  chief 
cause  of  the  disappointment,  however,  lies  in 
the  fact  that  too  much  credence  was  placed  in 
the  reports  of  inexperienced  and  unscrupulous 
persons. 

Due  regard  for  the  security  of  tenure  has  been 
shown  in  affording  protection  and  concessions 
to  claim-holders  and  companies  who  have 
given  proof  of  their  intention  to  carry  on 
systematic  operations;  but  the  owners  who 
have  failed  to  do  so  have  only  themselves  to 
blame  if  the  land  is  thrown  back  into  the  gold- 
field  for  others  to  occupy. 

The  quantity  of  gold  entered  for  exportation 
through  the  Customs  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March  last,  as  shown  in  Table  No.  2  annexed, 
was  251,492  OB.,  representing  a  value  of 
£976,198;  while  the  quantity  exported  for 
the  same  period  of  the  preceding  year  was 
256,913  oz.,  valued  at  £1,015,742.  This  shows 
a  decrease  of  5,421  oz.,  which  has  arisen  in 
the  mining  districts  of  the  Middle  Island,  the 
returns  for  the  Auckland  District  showing  an 
increase.  Of  the  quantity  exported,  Auckland 
contributed  108,490  oz.,  Marlborough  619  oz., 
Nelson  and  West  Coast  66,879  02.,  and  Otago 
75,504  oz. 

QuABTz  WoBKnras. 

The  yield  of  gold  from  this  source  compares 
favourably  with  last  year's  returns,  although 
there  has  been  in  the  North  a  falling-ofi  from 
the  mines  at  Coromandel  and  the  Thames, 
made  up,  however,  by  a  large  increase  from 
the  Ohinemuri  district. 

The  Reefton  returns  are  only  slightly  less, 
whilst  the  returns  from  the  Morning  Star  at 
Preservation  Inlet,  and  from  the  Glenrock,  show 
a  decided  increase  in  the  yield  for  the  Otago 
Mining  District. 

The  adaptation  of  cyanide  on  improved  prin- 
ciples will,  in  a  marked  degree,  reduce  the  cost 
of  extraction,  and  permit  of  an  increase  in  the 

aaantities  of  ore  treated  and  an  ultimate  addi- 
on  to  the  yield  of  gold.  The  returns  from  our 
quartz-mines  will  probably,  after  the  new  plants 
are  completed  and  kept  steadily  at  work,  reach, 
if  they  do  not  exceed,  the  yields  maintained  in 
former  years.  During  last  year  189,644  tons  of 
quartz  and  tailings  were  treated  in  the  Auck- 
land District,  yielding  321,664  oz.  bullion, 
representing  an  estimated  value  of  £405,745, 
as  against  bullion  to  the  value  of  £854,256  for 
the  former  year,  being  an  increase  of  £51,489 
In  the  Nelson  and  West  Coast  Districts 
19,742   tons   of   quartz   were  crushed,  for  a 
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return  of   7,412  oz.  of  gold,  valued  approxi- 
mately at  £27,081. 

Coromandel  County, 

The  operations  in  the  Hauraki  Mine  are  still 
produotive,  although  there  is  a  considerable 
falling-ofi  in  the  yield  of  gold.  The  Boyal  Oak 
Mine  is  again  yielding  very  profitable  returns, 
and  steady  yields  continue  &om  several  other 
mines,  notably  the  Tokatea  Associated  Reefs ; 
and,  with  inoreased  means  of  development, 
other  older  mines  may  again  be  expected  to 
produce  yields  similar  to  past  records.  Many 
of  the  newer  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Kauri 
Block  have  yet  to  do  a  large  amount  of  dead- 
work  before  they  can  become  steady  pro- 
dncen. 

The  Eapanga  Mine,  in  which  exploring 
operations  at  the  deep  levels  are  still  being 
carried  on,  is  being  partly  worked  on  tribute, 
and  at  least  two  of  the  parties  so  working  have 
obtained  handsome  returns.  In  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  county  operations  in  the  mines  are 
chiefly  confined  to  preliminary  work,  and  the 
returns  show  a  falling-ofi,  especially  in  the 
Euaotunu  district,  where  future  success  is  de- 
pendent on  the  result  of  working  at  deeper 
levels.  The  Kauri  Freehold  Gold  Estates  Com- 
panv  is  vigorously  prosecuting  prospecting 
works,  and  nine  gold-bearing  reefs  are  being 
developed.  The  total  area  held  by  this  com- 
pany is  86,000  acres,  comprising  twenty  blocks 
of  land,  most  of  which  are  within  the  Coro- 
mandel County.  The  chief  works  are  in  the 
Opitonui  Block,  where  two  main  shafts  are 
it  progress,  equipped  with  steam  winding  and 
pumping  plants.  A  new  40-atamp  mill,  pro- 
vided with  the  latest  appliances,  and  suitable 
for  both  amalgamation  and  cyanide  processes, 
has  been  contracted  for.  A  series  of  2  ft.  gauge 
tram-lines,  nine  miles  in  length,  connect  the 
mines  with  the  battery  and  with  the  Whanffa- 
poua  Wharf.  As  an  indication  of  the  extensive 
character  of  the  various  works  which  are  being 
carried  out,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  company  from  April,  1897,  to  June, 
1898,  in  wages  alone,  not  including  supplies 
and  machinery,  was  £28,630  188.  lOd. 

In  this  county  13,665  tons  of  quartz  and 
tailings  were  treated  during  the  year,  yielding 
27,427  oz.,  representing  a  value  of  £73,837. 
The  number  of  miners  who  were  employed  in 
connection  with  the  gold-producing  xnines  was 
741. 

Thames  County. 

The  progressive  works  which  have  been  car- 
ried  on  in  this  portion  of  the  district  have  not 
yet  reached  the  stage  of  development  to  admit 
of  the  chief  mines  again  becoming  producers  to 
the  extent  of  materially  adding  to  the  gold  re- 
turns. 

The  low-level  workings  in  the  New  Albumia, 
Moanataiari,  and  Kuranui-Caledonian  Mines 
have  not  been  productive  to  the  extent  antici- 
pated by  the  owners ;  and  the  valuable  blocks 
of  g^und  in  the  May  Queen  Mine  must  await 
drainage  by  the  pumps  at  the  Queen  of  Beauty 


shaft,  as  they  cannot  be  operated  on  until  the 
water  has  been  lowered. 

A  further  period  must  yet  elapse  before  very 
large  returns  from  any  of  the  mines  in  this 
quarter  can  be  expected. 

During  the  past  year  20,850  tons  of  quarts 
were  crushed  and  tailings  treated,  yielding 
13,482  oz.  of  gold,  representing  an  estimated 
value  of  £32,177.  The  number  of  miners  in 
this  district  employed  in  gold-producing  mines 
was  528. 

Ohinemuri  County, 

The  mines  in  this  district  have  again  given 
continuous  returns  of  a  most  satisfactory 
character. 

The  Crown,  New  Zealand  Talisman,  and 
Woodstock  Mines,  at  Karangahake,  are  now 
well  opened  up,  and  improvements  in  treat- 
ment and  extraction  have  shown  a  marked  .in- 
crease in  the.  yield  of  gold.  The  Waitekaurl 
Company's  mine  and  the  Komata  Reefs  Mine 
have  both  largely  added  to  the  year's  return. 
At  Waihi,  the  Waihi  Company  continue  to 
furnish  excellent  returns,  and,  now  that  tiieir 
new  mill  of  one  hundred  stamps  is  working, 
future  returns  will  largely  exceed  those  of  the 
past.  The  Waihi  -  Silverton  Mine  also  con- 
tinues to  yield  payable  returns.  The  future 
prospects  of  this  part  of  the  mining  district 
are  of  a  most  favourable  nature. 

During  the  past  year  105,126  tons  of  quarts 
and  tailings  yielded  280,708  oz.  of  bullion, 
representing  a  value  of  £300,107.  1,480  men 
were  employed  in  the  gold-producing  mines. 

Piako  County, 
The  mines  in  this  district  have  not  yet  ar- 
rived at  the  gold-producing  stage.  The  low- 
level  tunnel  at  Waiorongomai  and  the  other 
workings  by  the  Aroha  Company  have  not 
furnished  any  quartz  for  treatment,  and  the 
thermo-hyperphorio  process  introduced  by  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Campbell  has  not  yet  been  so 
perfected  as  to  be  in  a  condition  to  deal  with 
the  quantities  of  refractory  ores  for  which  it 
is  specially  intended. 

Tauranga  County. 
The  quartz  reefs  in  the  Te  Puke  distriet  are 
not  yet  developed,  and  gold-saving  machinery 
has  not  yet  been  introduced  for  treatment  of 
the  ore. 

West  Coast  District. 

Reefton,  the  chief  quartz-mining  centre  on 
the  West  Coast,  has  not  produced  any  very 
rich  yields.  The  Consolidated  Goldfields  of 
New  Zealand  (Limited)  have,  during  the  year, 
completed  their  new  battery  of  forty  stamps, 
and  thoroughly  developed  their  mines.  A 
commencement  has  been  made  to  orush 
quartz,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  returns 
for  next  year  will  show  a  very  large  increase 
from  this  source. 

The  other  mines  are  receiving  attention,  and 
at  Paparoa  Range  the  Crossus  Company  have 
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<«ieoted  a  small  battery  to  crash  the  quartz  for 
their  mine. 

The  developments  at  Viotoria  Range  have 
not  yet  demonstrated  a  valae  in  the  reefs 
«qual  to  the  discovery  of  stone  on  the  surface 
made  in  that  district  last  year. 

The  quantity  of  quartz  crushed  during  the 
year  was  19,742  tons,  for  a  yield  of  7,412  oz.  of 
gold,  of  the  value  of  £27,031. 

Otago  and  SotUMand. 

The  mines  in  which  operations  have  been 
most  sncoessfuUy  carried  on  are  the  Premier 
Mine  at  Maoetown,  the  Achilles  at  Skipper's, 
the  Oromwell  at  New  Bendigo,  and  those  mines 
situated  at  Garrick  Banges,  Old  Man  Range, 
and  MoRae*s  Flat,  in  the  northern  and  central 
parts  of  Otago. 

Prospecting  is  carried  on,  and  mines  are 
again  being  opened,  at  Barewood,  Waipori, 
4bnd  Table  Hill,  in  the  central  and  southern 
part  of  Otago.  There  is  every  reason  to  expect 
«nccess  will  attend  future  developments.  The 
Morning  Star  Mine,  at  Preservation  Inlet,  in 
the  extreme  south-west  of  the  Island,  has  again 
yielded  rich  returns,  and,  as  a  considerable 
number  of  claims  have  been  taken  up,  pro- 
specting operations  may  reveal  fresh  discoveries 
in  the  Southland  District. 

The  quantity  of  quartz  crushed  during  the 
year  was  19,820  tons,  for  a  yield  of  17,302  oz.  of 
gold,  and  a  parcel  of  288  tons  of  tailings  treated, 
lor  a  yield  valued  at  £1,610:  making  a  total 
Talue  of  £69,510. 

Gensral. 

In  evidence  of  the  continuance  of  rich  yields 
•of  gold  from  quartz-mines,  the  returns  from 
sixteen  mines  in  the  North  Island  show  that 
S6,468  tons  of  quartz  and  742  tons  of  tailings 
yielded  92,665  oz.  of  gold  and  bullion,  of  the 
value  of  £103,317 ;  and  seven  quartz-mines  in 
the  Middle  Island  crushed  8,189  tons  of  quarts, 
for  a  yield  of  3,910  oz.  of  gold,  valued  at 
iSl  4,728,  during  the  months  of  April  and  May 
last ;  while  the  returns  received  from  twelve 
of  the  dredges  at  work  in  Otago  show  that 
1,514  oz.  of  gold  was  obtained,  valued  at  £5,900, 
during  the  same  period. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  state  that  about 
three-fourths  of  the  total  value  of  the  gold 
yield  in  the  North  Island  for  the  year  ending 
the  31st  March  last  has  resulted  from  the  use 
of  the  cyanide  process,  and  for  the  months  of 
April  and  May  last  87  per  oent.  of  the  value 
was  from  this  process. 

AliLUVIAL  MiNIHO. 

The  Middle  Island  is  the  chief  seat  of  this 
branoh  of  the  industry,  although  there  are  also 
svidences  of  auriferous  drifts  and  sands  in 
Stewart  Island,  but  these  up  to  the  present 
time  have  not  proved  of  much  importance. 

In  the  North  Island  the  gravel  drifts  have,  so 
far  as  is  known,  proved  barren  of  any  precious 
metal;  while  in  the  Auckland  quartz-mining 


district  the  free  gold  found  in  some  of  the 
creeks,  being  shed  from  the  hill  directly  into 
the  lower  ground,  differs  from  typical  alluvial 
deposits. 

Marlborough, 
The  chief  gold-producing  localities  are  at 
Wakamarina,  Mahakipawa,  and  the  range  ly- 
ing to  the  northward  of  the  Wairau  River.  At 
each  place  a  limited  number  of  miners  earn  a 
livelihood  by  sluicing  and  washing  the  terraces. 

NsUon. 
At  OoUingwood  the  Parapara  Hydraulic 
Sluicing  Oompany  has,  under  new  manage- 
ment, secured  good  returns,  and  its  prospeots 
appear  to  be  favourable.  The  Collingwood 
Goldfields  (Limited)  is  actively  engaged  in  pre- 
paratory operations,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  company  will  be  amongst  the  gold-pro- 
ducers in  the  near  future.  The  Anatoki  and 
Bubu  districts,  at  Takaka,  and  the  Wangapeka 
and  Baton  Rivers,  in  the  Waimea  County,  still 
afford  profitable  employment  for  a  number  of 
parties  of  miners. 

West  Coast. 

The  great  extent  of  country  bounded  on  the 
west  by  the  Tasman  Sea,  on  the  east  by  the 
Southern  Alps,  and  extending  from  north  of 
the  BuUer  River  to  Jackson*s  Bay,  constitutes 
the  famous  West  Coast  Goldfields,  in  which 
are  worked  the  beds  of  the  principal  rivers 
and  their  tributaries,  as  also  those  vast  deposits 
of  gravel-drifts  found  in  situations  varying  from 
below  sea-level  to  altitudes  of  4,000  ft. 

The  coast  terraces  to  the  north,  and  also  to 
the  south  of  the  Buller  River,  have  yielded 
rich  returns  in  the  past ;  all  the  branches  and 
tributaries  of  this  river  to  the  source  of  the 
Owen  River  have  also  been  more  or  less  au- 
riferous. 

Operations  are  being  successfully  carried  on 
at  Waimangaroa,  Addison's,  Charleston,  near 
the  sea-coast,  and  at  Fern  Flat,  Lyell. 

Qrey  VaUsy. 
The  terraces  in  this  district  still  continue  to 
afford  remunerative  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  miners,  and,  where  the  water-supply 
is  plentiful,  slulcing-claims  are  to  be  worked  on 
a  large  scale. 

Kimiara  and  Wairnsa, 

The  water-supply  which  is  provided  by  the 
Government  raoes  has  been  augmented  by  in- 
creased provision  for  storage,  and  other  souroes 
of  supply  are  in  contemplation. 

Although  several  of  the  older  claims  are 
worked  out,  the  water-races  are  now  managed 
so  that  large  quantities  of  water  are  supplied, 
thus  enabling  the  miners  to  deal  profitably 
with  the  gravel-wash  that  previously  did  not 
prove  payable. 

Bimu  and  Kamieri. 
A  considerable  number  of  miners  are  still 
employed  in  this  district,  both  in  sluicing  and 
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driving  for  the  wash-dirt  overlain  by  the  gravel 
of  the  terraces. 

The  water-raoe  from  Eanieri  Lake  to  Seddon 
Terraoe  and  Back  Greek  has  not  yet  been  oom- 
nenced.  This  work,  if  constructed,  will  entail 
the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  money.  The 
success  of  this  undertaking  depends  on  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  disohaige  level  will 
prove  sufficient  to  enable  the  higher  terraces  to 
be  worked. 

Boaa, 
The  company  which  has  for  some  years  held 
the  claims  on  Boss  Flat  bavins,  so  far,  been 
unable  to  raise  funds  for  working  the  deep 
levels,  the  titles  to  some  800  acres  of  land 
which  had  been  held  unwcrked  for  a  number 
of  years  have  been  cancelled.  It  is  now  pro- 
nosed  to  allow  any  new  company  that  may  be 
formed  to  select  an  area  of  100  acres  from  this 
land,  on  condition  that  a  working  capital  of 
not  less  than  £20,000  is  provided ;  in  SMidition 
to  which  the  Government  will  contribute 
£10,000,  in  compliance  with  regulations   for 

f ranting   assistance    towards   prospecting    at 
eep  levels,  for  the   purpose   of  working  the 
deep  leads  of  gold  on  this  flat. 

Otago, 

The  principal  goldflelds  of  Otago  are  at  Tua- 
neka,  Clutha  Valley,  Manuherikia  Valley, 
Mount  Ida,  and  the  Lake  Districts.  Gold  to 
the  value  of  £20,954,891  has  been  obtained  from 
the  alluvial  workings. 

TttapeJea. 
The  Blue  Spur  Gold-mining  Company  is 
the  chief  gold- producer  in  this  district,  and, 
with  their  extensive  hydraulicing  plant,  still 
continues  to  work  the  deposit  of  cemented 
gravel  which  furnished  employment  to  the 
miners  since  the  early  days  of  the  rush  to 
Otago.  Other  sluicing-claims  are  also  being 
worked,  and  several  dredges  are  employed  on 
the  Tnapeka,  Waitahuna,  and  Waipori  Bivers. 

CUUha  Valley. 
This  valley,  which  extends  from  Beaumont 
to  Cromwell,  and  contains  the  most  extensive 
and  richest  deposits  of  auriferous  gravels  yet 
known  in  New  Zealand,  continues  to  be  worked 
by  hydraulic  sluicing  and  dredging.  In  the 
Manuherikia  tributary  of  the  Clutha  Biver 
dredging  is  carried  on,  and  the  chief  lesser 
streams  and  terraces  within  the  Manuherikia 
basin  are  worked  by  hydraulic  sluicing. 

LakeDUMcU 
A  number  of  dredges  are  at  work  in  the  Ea- 
warau  and  Shotover  Bivers,  and  sluicing  is 
oarried  on  in  the  Shotover  and  Arrow  Bivers 
mnd  their  terraces. 

Mount  Ida. 
The  Mount  Ida  Water- race  affords  a  means 
of  profitable  employment  to  a  laige  number  of 
miners  in  the  vicinity  of  Naseby,  and  dredging 
operations  are  also  carried  on. 


Dbbdoino. 

This  method  of  working  the  gravels  of  the- 
beds  of  rivers  has  been  adapted  so  as  to  deal 
with  like  deposits  in  those  valleys  that  were  no 
doubt  ancient  river-beds;  the  success  attendani- 
on  the  operations  of  dredges  in  districts  where 
very  little  surface  water  is  to  be  found  haa 
already  demonstrated  the  fact  that  moderately 
deep  and  wet  ground  can  be  profitably  worked 
in  places  that  hitherto  were  untried,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  a  plentiful  water-supply.  There 
is,  therefore,  very  little  doubt  that  extensive 
areas  of  land  of  the  above  description,  and 
which  contain  a  modicum  of  gold  in  the  gravely 
will  ultimately  be  dealt  with. 

The  excellent  yields  obtained  from  dredging, 
operations  in  the  Cromwell,  Clyde,  Alexandra* 
Boxburgh,  Miller's  Flat,  and  Island  Block  dia- 
tricts  along  the  Clutha  or  Molyneux  Biver,  as. 
well  as  in  the  Waipori,  Waikaka,  Tuapeka,  and 
Milton  districts,  has  led  to  the  construction  of 
many  new  dredges  throughout  Otago.  Up- 
wards of  seventy  dredges  are  at  work,  and,  aa 
at  least  seven  is  the  average  number  of  men 
employed  on  each,  work  will  be  provided  for 
an  increased  number  of  men  when  the  new 
dredges  commence  work.  The  number  of  claims 
taken  up  for  dredging  is  about  a  hundred  and 
thirty ;  and,  although  this  industry  promises  to- 
be  attended  with  success,  it  will  be  wise  on  the 
part  of  those  who  intend  to  embark  in  it  to 
ascertain  first  what  certain  prospect  of  success 
exists  in  particular  localities  before  incurring 
the  cost  of  building  dredges.  It  is  frequently 
the  case  in  the  initiative  of  quartz-mining  that 
expensive  machinery  is  erected  for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  products  before  sufficient  work  has 
been  done  to  ascertain  what  the  probable  value 
of  the  material  to  be  operated  on  may  be.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  similar  errors  will  not  be 
made  in  the  dredging  industry. 


Accidents  on  Dredges, 
The  high  percentage  of  fatalities  amongsi 
the  men  employed  on  dredges  (1  per  cent.) 
during  the  past  year  has  rendered  it  necessary 
that  provision  should  be  made  to  insure  thai 
all  requisite  precautions  should  be  taken  for 
the  safeguard  of  the  lives  of  the  employes,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  introduce  legislation  dealing 
with  this  matter  during  the  session. 


Accidents  in  Oold-mines, 
In  the  Auckland  District  three  fatal  accidents 
occurred;  in  tbe  West  Coast  district  four;  and 
in  the  southern  district  two,  exclusive  of 
accidents  on  dredges.  The  total  number  of 
fatalities  was  fourteen,  and  the  number  of 
miners  engaged  14,198,  which  gives  a  propor* 
tion  of  about  one  per  thousand. 


DiyiDKNDS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  dividends  paid 
by  New  Zealand  Mining  Companies  during 
1897  and  1898  :— 
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It 

Amount 

of 
Capital 

Capital. 

Dividends. 

Name  of  Company. 

1^ 

actually 

No.  of 

Amount 

Paid  up 

Paid. 

Shares 

of 

Snare. 

1807. 

1806. 

OD 

issued. 

Share. 

AuekUmd, 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Hauxaki  (Tilmiied)     . . 

New     Zealand    Orown    Mines 

(limited) 
Itoyal  Oak  of  Hauraki  (Limited) 

•  • 

•• 

8o,*6oo 

.. 

.. 

8.000 
10,000 

•• 

.. 

.. 

, , 

•  • 

, , 

12,600 

Waihi  fl^mited)*       

•Waiotahi  (Limited)    . . 

160,000 

106,667 

160.000 

20/ 

20/ 

64,000 

82.000 

18,000 

15,000 

6.000 

20/ 

30/ 

750 

300 

Waitekaori 

148,000 

100,000 

148.000 

20/ 

20/ 

14.300 

•  • 

NeUon  and  Westland, 

"Keep-It-Dark  Quartz 

20,000 

6,208 

20,000 

20/ 

16/2J 

2.000 

. , 

^mnara  Long  Tunnel  Sluicing 

8,000 

7,433 

16.000 

10/ 

9/3i 

1,298 

•  • 

Mont  d*Or  Mining  and  Water- 

12,000 

10,800 

12.000 

20/ 

18/ 

2.400 

., 

raoe  Sluicing  (Limited) 

. 

Otago. 

Molyneux  Hydiaulio 

.. 

.. 

A6.690 
B 4,810 

■    .. 

.. 

.. 

466/10/0 

'Clyde  Dredge  (Limited) 
Enterprise  Gold  Dredge 
Ettriok     Gold     Steam -dredge 
(Limited) 

8,860 

8,840 

80 

1.000/ 

1,000/ 

5.800 

400 

2,000 

2,000 

2,000 

20/ 

20/ 

858 

600 

I    2,600 

1,987 

f2.500t 
12,000} 

20/ 
20/ 

15/6 
20/ 

I  1.013 

.. 

Golden  Gate  Dredge  (Limited) 
<}olden  Bun  Dredge  (Ljimited) 
-Golden  Treasure  Dredge  (Ltd.) 

2,500 

2,600 

2,500 

20/ 

20/ 

2.000 

•  • 

4,000 

4,795 

6,000 

20/ 

20/ 

6.194 

•  • 

1,600 

1,884 

3.000 

B 

20/ 

3.739 

143/16/0 

Jutland  Fiat  Waipori  (Limited) 

16,000 

4,000 

J  5,000} 

tio.ooot 

20/ 
20/ 

15/ 
8/ 

}  1,600 

•  • 

Otago  Gold-dredging  (Limited) 

4,600 

2.000 

4.000 

20| 

20/ 

1,300 

1.000 

Sandhills  Dredging    .. 

• . 

. . 

125 

•  • 

Blue  Spur  and  Gabriel's  Gully 
Consolidated  Sluicing  (Ltd.) 

1  89,066 

30,000 

f  3,500§ 
182,29811 

20/ 
20/ 

20/ 
20/ 

1  4,078 

•  • 

Moonlight  Sluicing    . . 

2,000 

1,362 

2.000 

20/ 

17/6 

400 

•  • 

Phoenix  Water-race  Sluicing  . . 

1,500 

1,500 

1,000 

80/ 

30/ 

225 

•  • 

Roxburgh  Amalgamated  Mining 
and  Sluicing  (Limited) 

I  29,162 

12.737 

f  15,000} 
1l4,152t 

20/ 
20/ 

18/ 
20/ 

1      841 

750 

Upper  Waipori  Alluvial  Dredging 

12,000 

6.950 

(10,000} 

14.000t 

(A12,000 

10/ 
10/ 
20/ 

10/ 
8/6 
20/ 

600 

•• 

Morning  Star  Quarts 

24,000 

2.675 

JB  6,000 
[C  5,518 

20/ 
20/ 

4/9 
8/10 

8,241 

•  • 

Sew  Hoy  Big  Beach  (in  liquida- 

., 

, , 

, , 

•  • 

,  . 

, , 

1.926 

tion) 

*  Total  amonnt  of  dividends  paid  by  Waihi  Company  to  date  is  4276,600. 
t  Vendors.        i  Preference.       H  Ordinary. 


f  Contributors. 


COAIi-MlNmo. 
This  industry  continues  to  expand  in  pro- 

•  portion  to  local  and  foreign  demands.  The 
foither  development  of  gold-mining  will  also 

'increase  the  demand  for  the  supply  of  ooal. 

The  total  output  from  the  mines  last  year 
was  840,718  tons,  as  against  792,861  tons  for 

■  the  former  year,  showing  the  increased  output 
last  year  to  be  47,862  tons.  The  ooal  im- 
ported from  other  countries  last  year  was 
110,907  tons,  while  for  the  former  year  there 
were  101,756  tons,  showing  an  increase  in  the 
importation  last  year  of  9,151  tons.  The  im- 
ports were  1.600  tons  from  the  United  King- 
dom, 109.403  tons  fromp^ew  South  Wales,  and 

-4  tons   from  Victoria.    The  total  export  of 


coal  was  82,396  tons,  of  which  76,078  tons 
was  colonial  produoe,  and  6.323  tons  imported 
coai  from  other  countries.  Of  the  quantity  of 
coal  exported.  65,757  tons  was  for  coaling 
direct  steamers  trading  between  the  colony 
and  the  United  Kingdom,  and  will  therefore 
be  treated  as  in  former  Statements  as  coal 
consumed  within  the  colony,  as  these  steamers 
are  wholly  employed  in  trade  between  New 
Zealand  and  Great  Britain.  Taking,  therefore, 
the  output  from  our  mines  and  the  ooal  im- 
ported, we  have  a  total  of  961.620  tons,  of 
which  26,639  tons  was  exported,  leaving  the 
consumption  within  the  colony  last  year  to  be 
921.097  tons,  as  against  866,638  tons  for  the- 
previous  year,  being  an  increased  oonsumptioa 
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last  yeac  of  54,464  tons.  Taking  the  output  of 
the  difierent  classea  of  ooal  from  the  mines  in 
the  colony,  there  were  604,764  tons  of  bitu- 
minous ooal,  84,969  tons  of  pitoh-ooal,  268,020 
tons  of  brown  coal,  and  32,960  tons  of  lignite; 
which  shows  an  increased  production  last  year 
of  81,127  tons  of  bituminous  coal,  and  a  de- 
crease  of  75,578  tons  of  pitch-coal,  88,276  tons 
of  btown  coal,  and  4,087  tons  from  the  lignite- 
pits. 

The  mines  in  the  Kawakawa  and  Hikurangi 
districts  show  a  decrease  last  year  of  8,958 
tons,  but  the  Waikato  and  Mokau  mines  show 
an  increase  of  5,481  tons :  giving  a  net  increase 
on  the  total  output  for  the  I^orth  Island  of 
1,473  tons. 

The  Westport  district  mines  show  an  in- 
oreasQ  of  85,855  tons;  also  the  Nelson  mines 
an  increase  of  404  tons ;  but  there  was  a 
falling  ofi  in  the  districts  of  Reefton  and 
Greymouth  of  10,144  tons:  making  the  net 
totiJ  increase  for  the  West  Coast  district  of 
26,115  tons. 

The  mines  in  the  Canterbury  District  show 
an  increase  of  1,898  tons. 

There  were  also  large  increases  from  the 
mines  in  the  Otago  District:  North  Otago 
showing  an  increase  of  2,176  tons;  South 
Otago  district,  10,769  tons;  and  the  Central 
Otago  district,  5,588  tons:  making  a  total 
net  increase  for  the  Otago  District  of  18,478 
tons. 

The  Southland  District  shows  a  decrease  last 
year  of  97  tons. 

The  mines  in  which  there  has  been  the 
largest  output  are  :  The  Coalbrookdale,  184,876 
tons;  Kaitangata,  92,914  tons;  Brunner, 
85,592  tons ;  Millerton,  Granity  Creek,  59,240 
tons;  Westport-Cardifif,  54,280  tons;  Black- 
ball, 48,084  tons;  Taupiri  Extended,  83,913 
tons;  Hikurangi,  80,668  tons;  Shag  Point, 
23,884  tons ;  Nightcaps,  22,762  tons :  Taupiri 
Reserve,  18,870  tons;  Kiripaka,  16,248  tons: 
Waikato,  18,817  tons ;  Allandale,  11,685  tons ; 
Walton  Park,  11,564  tons;  New  Bay  of 
Islands,  11,184  tons:  the  output  from  any  of 
the  o^er  mines  being  under  10,000  tons. 

Accidents  in  Coal-minea, 
Four  fatal  accidents  occurred  in  the  coal- 
mines during  the  year  1897,  one  in  the  Auck- 
land District  and  three  in  the  Otago  District. 
The  usual  inquiries  revealed  that  no  blame 
could  be  attributed  to  any  one.  The  total 
number  of  coal-miners  employed  throughout 
the  colony  was  1,912  ;  therefore  the  percentage 
of  fatal  accidents  is  0*209,  or  2*09  per  thou- 
sand. 

Metalldtebous  Miubs. 
Attention  is  again  being  directed  to  search 
for  lodes  containing  copper,  antimony,  and 
other  metals ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  small 
shipments  of  manganese  and  sulphur  from  the 
North  Island,  chiefly  to  Australia,  the  quanti- 
ties produced  have  not  been  of  very  great  im- 
portance. A  small  shipment  of  ten  tons  of 
antimony-ore,  the  result  of  previous  operations 
at  Bndeavour  Inlet,  was  also  exported.^ 


OPAXf-MUnNO. 

A  limited  amount  of  work  was  done  in 
Mount  Peel  district  on  the  land  taken  up  by 
the  Record  Reign  Company,  but  no  stones  of 
any  value  were  found. 

In  order  to  enable  mining  for  opals  to  be 
carried  on  in  the  Tairua  district,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  declare  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Mining  Acts  shall  apply  to  mining  for  that 
precious  stone  in  the  Hauraki  district. 

Pbtboleuh. 

The  bore-hole  at  Moturoa,  near  the  Sugar 
Loaves,  at  New  Plymouth,  was  continued  to  a. 
depth  of  2,050  ft.,  and,  although  indications  of 
the  presence  of  petroleum  were  found,  it  was 
determined  to  cease  operations  in  this  imme- 
diate locality  and  commence  in  a  fresh  place* 
four  miles  and  a  half  away,  and  at  a  distance 
of  three  miles  from  the  sea. 

Samples  of  petroleum  of  excellent  auality 
were  received  from  the  Cheviot  district,  but  no 
development  work  has  yet  been  undertaken. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  explore  for 
petroleum  on  the  mineral  lease  taken  up  in 
the  Rotorua  district. 

Kaubi-oum. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  quantity  of  kauri- 
gum  exported  every  year,  there  was  very  little 
diminution  in  the  amount  exported  last  year, 
the  quantity  being  6,641  tons,  as  against  7,126- 
tons  for  the  previous  year.  There  was  485  tons 
less  exported  this  year,  the  value  being  less 
than  that  of  the  former  year's  produce  by 
£38,318,  the  value  of  last  year's  produce  being 
£481,323,  which  gives  an  average  value  of  about 
JB60  lOs.  6d.  per  ton,  whereas  for  the  present 
year  the  average  value  was  £60  per  ton. 

This  industry  affords  a  livelihood  to  a  large 
number  of  both  Europeans  and  Natives,  but 
the  average  earnings  of  persons  employed  in 
digging  gum  cannot  be  ascertained.  No  doubt 
the  time  is  approaching  when  the  gum  will 
be  exhausted,  but  a  considerable  period  will 
yet  elapse  before  this  takes  place.  The  total 
quantity  of  kauri-gum  exported  since  1858  is 
190,570  tons,  havmg  a  value  of  £8,512,852. 
For  further  information  in  respect  to  the 
industry,  I  would  refer  honourable  members  to 
the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the 
subject  which  has  been  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment (H.-12, 1898). 

Roads  and  Tracks. 
The  expenditure  on  roads  and  tracks  has 
greatly  increased.  The  activity  in  gold-mining 
demanded  greater  facilities  to  enable  oonmiuni- 
cations  with  new  districts,  which,  on  account 
of  the  discovery  of  payable  reefs,  required  to 
be  made  more  readily  accessible  for  prospectora 
and  miners  working  their  claims.  It  was 
therefore  determined  to  ask  the  House  last 
session  for  an  increased  vote  under  these  head- 
ings. Some  of  the  works  have  been  carried  out 
on  the  co-operatire  system,  but  the  majority 
have  been  constructed  under  the  supervision 
of  the  County  Councils  and  other  local  bodies 
in  whose  districts  they  are  situated. 
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The  total  expenditure  by  the  depiurtment 
during  the  last  biz  years  on  roads  and  tracks 
for  the  development  of  the  mining  industry 
•mounts  to  £242,968  198.  8d.  in  direct  grants, 
and  £88,075  Os.  Id.  in  subsidies  to  looal  bodies  ; 
out  of  which  £87,410  14b.  3d.  and  £12,158  Gs.  7d. 
Mspeotively  was  expended  during  the  year. 

Watbb  Gonsbbyation  and  Wateb-racbs. 

In  oontinuatipn  of  last  year's  work,  the  site 
for  the  dam  at  West  Ewebum  having  been 
teeted  by  boring,  &o.,  a  re-examination  was 
made,  the  site  finally  approved,  and  prelimi- 
nary works  in  preparing  foundations  oom- 
menced.  An  examination  of  the'  proposed 
Thames  Low-level  Water-raoe  has  been  made, 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  its  adaptability  for 
■upplying  water  for  increased  motive-power; 
also  at  Te  Aroha,  where  the  water  is  proposed 
to  be  first  used  as  motive-power  for  lignting 
the  Sanatorium  in  the  Domain  with  electri- 
eity.  With  a  view  to  providing  a  scheme  for 
a  supply  of  water  for  domestic  and  fire- extinc- 
tion purposes  at  the  mining  townships  of  Goro- 
mandel,  Karangahake,  Waihi,  and  Waitekauri, 
axhaustive  examinations  have  been  made  and 
designs  formulated  ;  and  reports  on  the  above 
subjeots  are  now  in  course  of  preparation,  and 
will  in  due  course  be  laid  before  you.  With 
reference  to  this  matter  the  mining  townships 
are  in  a  very  difficult  position,  owing  to  their 
being  situated  on  Grown  land,  and  therefore 
unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Act  to  borrow  money  for  providing 
water-supplies.  This  question  is  of  such  im- 
portance that  it  must  very  shortly  be  dealt 
with. 

The  water-races  constructed  by  the  Qovern- 
ment,  and  worked  directly  under  the  control 
of  the  Mines  Department,  are  the  Wcyimea- 
Kumara  and  Mount  Ida  Water- races.  The  gross 
value  of  the  sales  of  water  from  the  Waimea- 
Kumara  Water- race  last  year  amounted  to 
£8,849,  while  the  expenditure  on  mainten- 
ance was  £2,643;  leaving  a  net  profit  on 
the  workings  of  £206.  The  value  of  the  sales 
of  water  from  the  Mount  Ida,  including  the 
Blaokstone  Hill  Bace,  amounted  to  £1,523, 
while  the  expenditure  on  maintenance  was 
£1,416.  This  leaves  a  direct  profit  of  £107  on 
the  working  of  these  races  during  the  last 
year. 

PBOSFBCnNa. 

In  the  prosecution  of  prospecting  for  gold 
and  minerals  assiBtanoe  was  during  the  year 
extended  to  the  miners,  chiefly  through  the 
medium  of  the  Gonnty  Gouncils  and  of  the 
miners*  associations.  The  following  amounts 
were  paid  as  subsidies  towards  prospecting 
in  the  different  counties,  namely :  Manukau, 
£56  3b.  8d. ;  Bay  of  Islands,  £212  7s. ;  Goro- 
mandel,  £515  68.  lid.,  including  £503  68.  lid. 
paid  to  the  Kapanga  Gk>ld-mining  Gompany 
towards  ooet  of  sinking  its  shaft  to  1,000  ft., 
and  continuing  to  bore  to  a  further  depth; 
Tanxanga,  £10;  Piako,  £5  128.  6d.;  Marl- 
boiongh,  £84  6fl.  6d. ;  Grey,  £7  10s. :  Inanga- 
kua,  £11    lit.;   Westland,   £1,240  8b.   2d.; 


Vincent,  £42  98. 9d. ;  Wallace,  £79  4s. ;  South, 
land,  £13  8s. ;  Tuapeka,  £118  148. ;  Selwyn« 
£2  58. ;  Lake,  £10. 

The  subsidy  of  £25,000  for  sinking  a  shaft 
and  erecting  pumping  machinery  at  the  Queen 
of  Beauty  Mme,  at  the  Thames,  to  drain  the 
deep  levels  to  the  seaward  of  the  Moanataiarl 
Slide,  referred  to  in  previous  Statements,  haa 
now  been  all  paid ;  but,  owing  to  the  unforeseen 
delays  in  receiving  the  requisite  machinery^ 
which  had  to  be  obtained  from  the  manufac- 
turers in  £jngland,  it  is  not  expected  that  pump- 
ing will  be  commenced  for  some  time.  So  far 
as  practicable,  however,  all  the  machinery 
which  has  been  received  has  been  placed  in 
position,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  shaft  haa 
been  completed  to  a  depth  of  453  ft. 

To  further  aid  the  prospector,  and  afford 
facilities  for  crushing  and  testing  parcels  of 
quartz  in  new  districts,  the  Government  has 
decided  on  the  erection  of  small  plants  for  that 
purpose,  and  regulations  have  been  made  for 
their  use  by  prospecting  associations. 

Geo£X)oical  Exflobations. 

During  December  last  Mr.  McKay,  the  Go- 
vernment Geologist,  visited  and  reported  on 
the  western  slopes  of  the  Victoria  Mountains^ 
in  the  Beefton  district.  The  report  indicates 
the  probable  source  of  the  rich  auriferous 
boulders  covering  the  slopes  of  Kirwan's  Hill 
as  being  in  that  vicinity,  a  matter  of  some 
moment  to  those  engaged  in  the  development 
of  that  field.  During  the  month  of  February 
the  same  officer  visited  the  copper  lodes  in 
the  Pukipuki  Valley,  Whangaroa,  and  reported 
thereon,  and  at  the  same  time  examined  cer- 
tain prospecting  works  in  connection  with  the 
development  of  the  Kawakawa  coalfield.  The 
remainder  of  the  season  was  devoted  to  the 
further  elucidation  of  the  geology  of  Gape  Gol- 
ville  Peninsula.  This  work  principally  con- 
sisted in  a  careful  examination  of  a  part  of 
the  southern  goldfields  within  the  Ohinemuri 
Gounty  and  the  Thames  Goldfield.  This  work 
has  been  of  an  important  character,  and  de- 
monstrates the  existence  of  gold  in  rocks  that 
have  hitherto  been  regarded  as  barren  of  the 
precious  metal ;  also,  a  close  connection  be- 
tween hydro-thermal  action,  and  deposita 
thereby,  at  and  near  the  surface,  with  the 
deeper-seated  veins  of  the  southern  goldfields. 

In  the  Thames  district  Mr.  McKay's  work 
principally  consisted  in  an  examination  of  the 
rocks  of  that  field,  and  of  the  various  faults  by 
which  the  reefs  have  been  displaced. 

During  the  progress  of  his  examinations  a 
large  number  of  rock  specimens  were  collected, 
which  will  be  available  for  the  forthcoming 
exhibition  of  the  mineral  and  industrial  pro- 
ducts of  New  Zealand,  to  be  held  in  Auckland 
towards  the  dose  of  the  present  year. 

Mining  Maohinxbt. 
As  in  former  years,  Information  has  been 
obtained  in  regard  to  any  new  process  for  the 
treatment  of  auriferous  and  argentiferous  ores, 
and  also  in  regard  to  new  machinery  and  aj^ 
pliances  in  connection  with  mining.  |By  giving 
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the  fnlleat  publicity  to  this  sabjeot,  oppor- 
toniij  is  afforded  those  persons  who  are  en- 
gaged in  mining  pursuits  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion as  to  the  different  patents  that  have  been 
granted ;  and,  although  the  maohinery  or  ap- 
pliance may  not  in  every  case  come  up  to  the 
Ktentee*s  expectation,  the  ideas  evolved  may 
the  means  of  Improvements  being  made  by 
some  one  else  who  can  detect  defects  in  the 
patents.  Plans  and  specifications  of  different 
machines  and  appliances  in  connection  with 
mining  will  be  foimd  in  the  report  of  the  In- 
specting Engineer. 

Schools  of  Minxs. 

The  Schools  of  Mines  where  classes  are  regu- 
larly carried  on  are  those  at  Thames,  Beefton, 
Otago  University,  Kelson,  Waihi,  Goromandel, 
Euaotunu,  and  Westport,  the  instructors  in 
the  first  two  being  officers  of  the  department. 
The  Otago  University  receives  substantial  as- 
sistance towards  the  cost  of  a  School  of  Mines, 
and  subsidy  is  given  towards  the  salary  of  the 
Director  at  the  Waibi  and  Goromaildel  Schools ; 
while  the  Nelson  classes  are  carried  on  by  Mr. 
Worley,  aid  being  granted  towards  the  cost  of 
plant,  chemicals,  and  apparatus.  The  instruc- 
tion given  at  these  schools  is  becoming  year  by 
year  of  increasing  importance,  and  the  number 
of  ex- students  from  the  colonial  Schools  of 
Mines  who  are  occupying  important  positions 
in  the  scientific  branches  of  the  mining  in- 
dustry conclusively  demonstrates  alike  the 
value  of  the  instruction  imparted  and  the 
ability  of  the  students  who  have  availed  them- 
selves of  it.  Valuable  technical  education  is 
afforded  at  the  Thames  School,  where  students 
have  opportunities  of  studying  the  practical 
methods  of  working  mines,  and  of  assisting  in 
the  treatment  of  ores  for  the  recovery  of  gold 
and  silver.  A  new  qucbrtz- crushing  plant,  with 
all  the  latest  improvements  in  reducing,  and 
suitable  for  the  use  of  the  various  scientific 
processes  for  the  extraction  of  bullion  from 
ores  of  various  kinds,  has  been  recently  com- 
pleted at  this  school,  aided  by  a  grant  from  the 
Qovemment.  The  recently  discovered  perman- 
ganate gold- recovery  process  for  the  treatment 
of  ores  has  also  been  introduced  into  this  school 
by  Professor  Black,  who  donated  to  the  institu- 
tion the  requisite  apparatus  for  oarnring  out 
the  work.  In  the  Otago  School,  also,  the  use  of 
the  new  plant  for  the  testing  and  treatment  of 
ores  has  afforded  students  improved  opportuni- 
ties for  obtaining  the  fullest  information  of  a 
practical  character. 

At  Miller's  Flat,  and  also  at  Waipori,  build- 
ings have  been  erected,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  classes  for  practical  instruction  will 
shortly  be  carried  on  in  each  of  these  localities. 
A  site  for  the  Westport  School  has  been  pro- 
vided, and  a  grant  made  towards  the  cost  of 
chemicals  and  apparatus. 

Daring  the  year  842  students  attended  the 
various  Schools  of  Mines — ^namely,  189  at  the 
Thames,  68  at  Goromandel,  60  at  Waihi,  50  at 
Dunedin,  and  80  at  Beefton ;  and,  notwith- 
standing that  the  average  attendance  since 
scholarships  were    established  in    December, 


1894,  is  56,  it  is  somewhat  disappointing  to 
find  that  only  two  candidates  have  succeeded 
in  qualifying  themselves  for  scholarships — 
namely,  Mr.  W.  H.  Baker,  of  the  Thames,  who 
is  attending  the  classes  at  the  Auckland  Uni- 
versity, and  ^r.  MaoLaren,  who  has  passed  the 
university  course,  having  held  a  scholarship 
for  the  specified  period  of  three  years. 

The  expenditure  on  Schools  of  Mines  during 
the  year  was  £1,780  17s.  8d.,  exclusive  of 
teachers'  salaries. 

SUMMABY  of  EXPBMDITtTBB  ON  WOBEB. 

The  total  expenditure  on  works  authorised 
by  the  department  for  the  development  of  the 
mining  industry  for  the  year  ending  the  81st 
March  last  amounts  to  £84,467.  These  works 
consist  of  roads  and  tracks  constructed  by 
direct  grants,  £87,411 ;  roads  and  tracks  con- 
structed by  subsidies  to  local  bodies,  £12,158  ; 
water-races,  £2,272;  drainage-channels,  £1,212; 
prospecting- works,  £2,358;  Schools  of  Mines, 
exclusive  of  salaries  of  teachers,  £1,780 17s.  Sd. ; 
water  conservation,  £507;  telephone  -  lines, 
£50;  compensation  on  proclamation  of  rivers, 
£5,197 ;  and  prospecting  deep  levels,  £21,520  ISs. 
The  liabilities  on  the  works  in  progress  at 
the  end  of  March  last  amounted  to  £50,721. 
A  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditure  on 
these  works  will  be  found  in  the  tables  annexed 
to  the  Inspecting  Engineer's  report. 

Mining  Legislation. 

The  Mining  Bill,  to  consolidate  the  existing 
Act  and  its  several  amendments,  which  was 
introduced  last  session,  will  be  again  brought 
forward.  The  Bill  having  been  widely  circu- 
lated throughout  the  colony,  amongst  all  classes 
of  persons  interested  in  the  mining  industry, 
has  generally  met  with  approval,  k  very  large 
nuniber  of  suggested  amendments  have  been 
received,  some  of  which  are  forwarded  by  those 
who,  from  experience,  are  qualified  to  judge  of 
the  varied  requirements  of  the  mining  com- 
munity. These  suggestions  will  be  submitted 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Goldfields  and 
Mines  Committee  when  the  measure  is  before 
it.  The  special  conditions  under  which  the 
dredging  industry,  a  form  of  mining  of  recent 
introduction,  is  now  carried  on  have  rendered 
it  necessary  that  power  should  be  taken  to 
frame  regulations  to  provide  for  the  more  eflS- 
cient  management  of  dredges,  and  the  safety 
of  the  workmen  employed. 

The  Sunday  Labour  in  Mines  Prevention 
Act,  brought  into  force  last  year,  has  enabled 
the  Inspectors  of  Mines  to  enforce  complianoe 
with  its  provisions,  and  all  Sunday  labour  in 
mines  and  babteries,  except  in  those  cases  in 
which  permission  has  been  granted,  has  now 
ceased.  Permits  have  only  been  granted  in 
cases  in  which  the  special  conditions  under 
which  operations  were  being  carried  on  de- 
manded their  use. 

The  provisions  of  the  Mining  Oompanies  Act 
Amendment  Act  of  last  year,  maJdng  the 
directors  of  no-liability  compemies  by  whose 
authority  debts  are  incurred  resnonsible  for  tho 
payment  thereof,  has  given  a  feeling  of  security 
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The  pnrohase  under  the  Oy^nide  ProoesB 
^]d-e]rtraoiion  Act  of  the  patent  rights  in  New 
Zealand  of  the  prooeaees  known  as  **  the 
HaoArthnr- Forrest  processes. '*  has  proved  of 
ondoahted  benefit  to  the  mining  industry. 

Licenaes  to  use  the  process  to  the  number  of 
twelve  have  been  issued,  and  royalty  to  the 
amount  of  £676  17s.  Id.  has  been  collected  for 
the  period  from  the  dOth  August,  1897,  to  the 
^Ut  March  last. 

It  has  become  apparent  that  the  liability  of 
mine-owners  under  the  provisions  of  section  888 
of  "The  Hining  Act,  1891,"  and  section  62  of 
**The  Ooal-mines  Act,  1891,"  in  oases  where 
serious  accidents  occur  to  any  of  their  emplov6s, 
is  proving  a  grave  obstruction  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mining  industry.  The  Government 
intend  to  frame  measures  defining  the  mutual 
liabiliiies  of  employers  and  those  who  are  em- 
ployed both  in  coal-  and  gold- mining. 

Bepreeentatives  of  English  capital  invested 
in  the  Auckland  goldfields  have  drawn  atten- 
tion to  the  taxes  and  disabilities  under  which 
it  is  alleged  tbey  suffer,  and  wbich  grievances 
ihey  state  call  for  reidress.  Amongst  their 
grounds  for  complaint  are  the  tax  of  1  per  cent, 
per  annnm  on  the  amount  of  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  companies,  the  tenure  of  mining 
properties,  excessive  ground- rent,  export  duty 
on  gold,  and  import  duty  on  machinery.  It  is 
proposed  by  legislation  to  exempt  mining  com- 
panies from  the  tax  of  1  per  cent.,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  a  term  of  license  for  mining  properties 
of  forty-two  years  with  right  of  renewal ;  but 
the  import  and  export  duties  in  force  will  not 
at  present  be  altered.  The  question  of  reducing 
cents  on  claims  held  for  gold- mining  is  one 
which  requires  very  careful  consideration,  as 
the  rents  form  part  of  the  revenue  of  local 
governing  bodies  in  mining  districts,  which 
have  to  incur  large  expenditure  in  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  roads,  Ac,  which 
are  of  direct  benefit  to  the  companies  engaged 
in  mining.  It  might  be  inferred  from  some  of 
the  statements  made  that  the  legislation  in 
question  was  specially  brought  into  operation 
since  the  introduction  of  capital  from  outside 
the  colony  for  the  development  of  mining. 
This,  however,  has  not  been  the  case,  as  the 
measures  have  been  in  existence  for  years  past ; 
and  the  land  was  occupied  and  companies  were 
formed  vrith  full  knowledge  of  the  then  existing 
laws  and  regulations,  and  of  the  obligations 
incumbent  upon  them.  At  the  same  time,  due 
consideration  has  evidently  not  been  given  by 
investors  to  the  general  interest  displayed  by 
the  Legislature  in  promoting  the  industry  by 
large  annual  contributions  from  the  Public 
Works  Fund  towards  the  construction  of  roads, 
bridges,  and  tracks,  assistance  towards  pro- 
specting, the  development  of  deep  levels,  and 
•Uier  works. 

DSFABTlCEirrAIi. 

The  publication  of  "  The  New  Zealand 
Mines  Beoord,"  which    was   commenced   by 


the  Hining  Bureau  in  Au^st,  1897,  has  been 
continued  monthly.  Judgmg  by  the  inquiries 
reoeived  from  Australia,  Great  Britain,  the 
United  States,  and  South  Africa,  the  **  Mines 
Beoord  '*  is  scanned  for  information  by  those 
who  have  already  invested,  and  by  many  per- 
sons who  may  have  an  idea  of  putting  a  portion 
of  their  spare  capital  into  mining  investments 
in  New  Zealand;  while  articles  on  improved 
gold-saving  and  millins  appliances  enable 
mining  men  in  this  colony  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  times.  The  monthly  publication  of 
battery  returns  and  statistics,  initiated  by  the 
Bureau,  has  been  followed  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia, and  is  in  contemplation  by  the  Govern- 
ments of  other  colonies.  Geological  reports 
and  special  articles  have  been  reprinted  from 
the  **  Becord,"  and  copies  forwarded  to  the 
Agent-General ;  others  have  been  put  into 
pamphlet  form  for  circulation  amongst  the 
miners. 

OONOIiUSIOV. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  point  out  that  the 
state  of  the  mining  Industry  is  now  on  a  more 
stable  basis  tiian  was  the  case  last  year.  A 
large  number  of  claims  that  were  taken  up  for 

Surely  speculative  purposes  have  been  aban- 
oned,  and  it  may  now  be  assumed  that  the 
areas  held  will  be  developed  by  steady  pro- 
specting and  intelligent  conduct  of  operations, 
which,  with  careful  and  economical  manage- 
ment, should,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  prove 
remunerative.  The  prosperity  of  the  industry 
has,  no  doubt,  reoeived  a  check  from  the  undue 
speculation  which  prevailed  during  the  recent 
«boom*'  in  the  North,  but  the  amount  of 
capital  already  invested,  and  still  being  in- 
vested, in  the  development  of  the  more  pro- 
minent mines  will,  it  is  anticipated,  secure  fair 
returns. 

I  cannot,  however,  too  strongly  impress  upon 
all  persons  who  may  be  interested  in  gold- 
mining  the  advisableness  of  opening  up  and 
developing  their  mines  before  proceeding  with 
the  erection  of  expensive  machinery  and  ap- 
pliances for  treatment  of  the  ores. 

In  the  southern  districts  capital  is  being 
freely  invested  in  the,  dredging  industry,  and,  if 
ordinary  precautions  are  taken  to  avoid  the 
errors  fallen  into  elsewhere,  there  is  little  doubt 
that  an  increased  yield  of  gold  will  result  in 
the  employment  of  a  large  number  of  men. 
Benewed  attention  is  being  paid  to  hydraulic 
sluicing  in  the  West  Ooast,  Otago,  and  South- 
land Districts,  where  prospects  appear  favour- 
able. 

The  construction  of  roads  and  tracks  for 
opening  up  new  fields,  and  also  for  improving 
the  means  of  communication  in  the  older  dis- 
tricts, is  still  of  urgent  necessity,  and  ample 
provision  must  again  be  made  for  the  vigorous 
continuance  of  necessary  works.  In  order  to 
aid  the  further  development  of  the  industry, 
substantial  grants  will  also  be  required  for 
prospecting,  water-conservation,  and  deep-level 
mining. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S18 


WelJmgUm  City 


[HOU8B.] 


SPrteii  BiU. 


[Aug.  4 


UNIVERSITY  OF  OTAGO  LEASES   AND 
SECURITIES  BILL. 

IN  COmCITTSB. 

Olanse  5. — '*  The  rents  and  revenues  of  the 
University,  derivahle  as  well  from  its  endow- 
ments and  lands  held  for  special  purposes  or 
upon  special  trusts  as  from  lands  not  so  de- 
scribed or  held,  may  form  the  security  for  any 
loan  which  it  may  hereafter,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Governor  in  Council,  raise,  and  such 
rents  and  revenues  shall  form  the  security  for 
any  loan  heretofore  raised  with  such  consent ; 
and  to  the  extent  to  which  the  University  has 
purported  to  charge  the  same  with  the  repay- 
ment of  any  such  loan,  or  with  the  payment 
of  interest  thereon,  such  rents  and  revenues 
shall  be  and  be  deemed  to  have  been  validly 
charged." 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  proviso : — 

"  Provided  that  in  no  case  shall  the  fee- 
simple  of  the  lands  from  which  the  rents  and 
revenues  are  derived  be  mortgaged  as  security 
therefor :  Provided  further  that,  in  the  event 
of  the  Governor  in  Council  granting  the  sanc- 
tion to  such  loan,  as  hereinbefore  provided, 
there  shall  be  no  liability  on  the  part  of  the 
colony  in  respect  to  such  loan. 

Proviso  added. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing new  clause : — 

"Nothing  contained  in  this  Act  shall  be 
deemed  to  in  any  way  prejudicially  afieot  or 
alter  any  rights  which  now  are  or  hitherto 
have  been  vested  in  the  trustees  of  the  Dun- 
edin  Athenaeum  and  Mechanics*  Institute  by 
any  Act  or  Acts  dealing  with  the  revenues  of 
such  University." 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

WELLINGTON  CITY  STREETS  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON  (Wellington  City),  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he 
felt  he  was  labouring  under  the  disadvantage  of 
the  adverse  report  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee, 
but,  nevertheless,  he  believed  he  would  be  able 
to  show  sufficient  reason  to  the  House  why 
they  should  allow  the  Bill  to  proceed.  There 
were  two  propositions  in  the  Bill,  in  clauses 
2  and  8  respectively.  In  clause  2  power  was 
asked,  to  enable  the  City  Corporation  to  take 
over  existing  private  streets,  or  rights-of-way, 
so  that  they  might  be  declared  public  streets. 
The  facts  of  the  existing  position  were  these : 
There  were  a  number  of  streets  in  the  city 
less  than  66  ft.  in  width,  and  these,  by  '*  The 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1886,"  were 
debarred  from  being  taken  over  by  the  Cor- 
poration. The  ownership  of  these  and  other 
streets  which  had  never  been  dedicated  to  the 
public  was  lost  in  the  misty  past,  and  the  fact 
remained  that  in  all  parts  of  the  city  streets 
existed  narrower  than  the  regulation  width, 
which,  therefore,  could  not  legally  be  taken 
over  by  the  Corporation.  The  residents  of  the 
properties  abutting  on  these  streets  were  rated 
to  the  full  amount  of  the  city  rates,  but  the  Cor- 
poration was  unable  to  expend  a  single  penny 


of  the  rates  in  repairing  or  maintaining;  those 
streets.  That,  on  the  face  of  it,  appeared  par^ 
tioularly  hard,  the  more  especially  as  it  was 
neither  the  fault  of  the  owners  of  property 
abutting  on  the  streets  nor  yet  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. It  was  simply  a  disability  that  the  Cor* 
poration  asked  the  House  to  remove ;  and  if  it 
were  urged  that,  in  allowing  the  Corporation  to> 
take  over  and  maintain  as  public  streets  exist- 
ing private  streets  which  were  not  of  the  regula- 
tion width,  a  public  wrong  were  being  done — ^tf 
it  were  urged  that  that  was  admittwg  a  bad 
principle — he  had  in  reply  to  point  out  to  the- 
House  that  under  the  control  of  the  Corpora- 
tion they  would  be  very  much  nearer  being 
made  the  regulation  width  than  while  ithey  re^ 
mained  in  the  possession  of  private  people. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  that  Wellington  did 
not  believe  in  wide  streets. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  said  that  Wellington 
was  somewhat  peculiarly  situated  in  this  re- 
spect. It  very  much  resembled  what  the 
captain  of  a  Clyde  steamer  told  the  American 
tourist  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  Scotch 
and  American  rivers.  The  Clyde  people  made 
their  own  river,  while  the  Americans  had 
theirs  straight  from  the  hands  of  God.  Honour- 
able members  from  the  cities  of  the  plains  and 
elsewhere  had  the  land  for  their  streets  directly 
from  the  hand  of  God.  Wellington,  on  the 
other  hand,  like  the  people  alluded  to  by  the 
captain  of  the  Clyde  steamer,  had  to  make  the 
site  for  its  own  streets.  Was  there  any  fault 
to  be  found  with  the  streets  in  that  part  of 
Wellington  where  they  had  made  the  landf 
On  whom  were  they  going  to  reflect?  They 
were  debarred  at  the  instance  of  the  Preinier 
in  the  Bill  of  last  year  from  even  continuing  a 
street  less  than  66  ft.  wide  if  the  extension  was 
only  6  ft.  in  length.  The  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill 
did  not  raise  tike  question  as  to  the  width  of 
the  extension  of  streets.  It  only  applied  to  the 
question  pure  and  simple,  Should  the  Corpora- 
tion maintain  and  keep  in  a  sanitary  condition 
and  good  order  the  private  streets,  which  were 
now  kept  in  any  kind  of  condition  whateyer  so 
long  as  they  did  not  come  under  the  power  or 
control  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances?  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  very  many  citizens  were  paying 
through  the  nose  their  full  quota  of  taxation, 
and  were  not  getting  one  single  penny  spent  on 
their  streets,  because  they  happened  to  be  less 
than  66  ft.  wide.  They  had  been  laid  down  by 
the  old  city  fathers  in  the  dim  and  distant  past» 
and  in  many  cases  were  never  dedicated  to  the 
public,  and  the  Corporation  were,  in  consequence^ 
debarred  from  spending  one  penny  at  the  doors 
of  the  contributory  ratepayers.  If  the  House 
refused  to  pass  this  Bill  on  the  score  that  the 
streets  should  be  made  66  ft.  wide,  and  as  an  in- 
dication of  their  intention  that  they  should  be 
made  of  such  a  width,  how  much  further  were 
they  putting  the  matter  towards  consummation 
of  their  wish  in  leaving  them  in  private  owners* 
hands  ?  If  any  one  was  likely  to  deal  with  the 
matter  and  widen  the  streets,  who  was  it  bat 
the  Corporation  ?  And,  so  long  as  the  Corpora- 
tion was  preyented  from  taking  possession  of 
them,  how  could  they  be  made  the  regulation 
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width  ?  He  kneW  very  well  there  were  a  nam- 
ber  of  members  in  the  House  whose  lines  had 
^Uen  in  pleasant  plaoes  as  regards  oitiaenshin. 
They  had  a  vast  expanse  of  plain,  and  no  trouble 
to  lay  out  their  towns  and  oities  in  reotangular 
hloeks,  and  in  having  a  grand  vista  of  broad 
and  open  street  disappearing  into  a  perspective 
vanishing-point.  The  citizens  of  Wellmgton, 
on  the  contrary,  had  to  perch  on  a  hillside, 
and  the  only  level  land  they  had  to  construct  or 
lay  off  streets  on  was  that  portion  they  had  made, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  the  House  would  admit  that 
they  had  done  well,  so  far  as  the  modern  work 
was  concerned.  Until  such  time  as  the  Corpo- 
ration was  enabled  to  take  over  these  streets — 
mtU-dU'tac  in  many  instances— within  a  short 
distance  of  intersecting  a  block — they  were  not 
allowed  to  complete  the  remaining  distance  un- 
less they  made  a  great  bare-looking  vacant 
space  66  ft.  wide  to  comply  with  the  regula- 
tiona.  He  thought  such  amendments  as  the 
House  wished  to  make  might  be  made  in  Com- 
mittee. He  considered  that  clause  2  was  a 
matter  of  very  considerable  importance,  and  it 
was  a  matter  of  urgency  to  the  city  that  it 
should  be  agreed  to.  As  to  clause  8,  he  was 
willing  to  admit  there  were  grounds  for  doubt — 
he  was  willing  that  some  modification  should 
be  made,  and  he  would  not  be  seriously 
ffrieved  if  the  clause  were  not  agreed  to; 
but  he  thought  it  was  of  essential  importance 
to  the  City  of  Wellington  that  at  least  clause 
S  should  be  passed  into  law,  to  enable  the 
Corporation  to  put  into  ordinary  sanitary  con- 
dition those  private  streets  on  which  they  had 
at  present  no  power  to  expend  a  single  shilling 
of  the  rates,  which  rates  were  contributed  to 
by  those  whose  premises  were  in  those  streets. 
Of  course,  there  might  be  objections  raised  to 
the  BiU,  but  he  would  endeavour  to  show  that 
there  was  good  and  sufficient  reason  why  the 
power  sought  for  should  be  intrusted  to  the 
City  Corporation.  There  need  be  no  fear  that 
ttie  City  Corporation  would  allow  narrow  streets 
to  be  made,  so  bringing  about  the  slums  that 
were  to  be  found  in  the  Old  Country,  for  that 
body  was  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  widen- 
ing streets  and  letting  air  into  all  streets  and 
places  of  habitation. 

Mr  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  this  BUI  was 
an  old  friend,  and  he  was  afraid  the  child  was 
no  stronger  now  than  he  was  two  or  three  years 
ago.  The  Bill  had  been  before  the  Local  Bills 
Committee,  and  that  Committee  had  sent  in  the 
following  report : — 

**  The  Local  Bills  Committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Wellington  City  Streets  Bill,  have 
the  honour  to  report  that  it  is  a  local  Bill,  and 
that  the  Standing  Orders  have  been  complied 
with,  but  they  cannot  recommend  that  it 
be  allowed  to  proceed,  as  it  is  not  desirable 
that  any  facilities  be  given  to  any  Corporation 
to  take  over  narrow  streets,  or  to  construct 
goch  streets  in  the  future.*' 

The  honourable  member  had  made  out  a 
good  but  rather  specious  case  for  the  passing 
of  the  measure ;  but  he  would  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  if  the  warning  was  not  given 
two  years  ago  when  Mr.  Duthie  had  charge  of 


the  Bill.  Did  not  Parliament  then  say 
they  would  not  allow  narrow  streets  to  be 
made  in  Wellington?  And  what  had  hap- 
pened since?  Private  property- owuers  in  the 
City  of  Wellington  hs^  continued  to  make 
narrow  streets,  notwithstanding  the  law.  Now, 
if  the  Borough  Council  had  wanted  to  keep 
faith  with  Parliament  they  should  have  told 
these  property-owners  when  they  applied  for 

germission  to  make  these  streets  and  to  build 
ouses,  that  they  must  make  the  streets  66  ft. 
wide.  Instead  of  doing  that,  however,  they 
now  came  to  Parliament  and  asked  that  their 
action  should  be  validated.  If  Parliament  were 
to  do  such  a  thing  it  would  be  an  injustice  t& 
those  property  -  owners  who  had  made  the 
streets  on  their  property  66  ft.  wide,  thus- 
complying  with  the  law.  These  property- 
owners  were,  of  course,  injured  to  some  extent 
by  making  the  streets  that  width,  but  at  the 
same 'time  they  were  complying  with  the  law, 
and  if  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  was 
passed  both  parties  would  be  put  in  the  same 
position — those  who  carried  out  the  law  and 
those  who  did  not.  That  would  not  be  fair  to- 
those  who  had  complied  with  the  law.  The 
Borough  Council  might  have  refused  to  allow 
the  buildings  to  be  erected  unless  the  streets 
were  made  66  ft.  wide.  He  knew  cases  where » 
that  might  have  been  insisted  on  without  any 
detriment  whatever,  yet  it  had  not  been  done. 
As  to  taking  over  the  streets,  if  they  did  take- 
them  over  it  was  an  evil  that  would  be  con- 
tinued, and  there  were  one  of  tWo  things  in 
that  connection  to  be  decided:  Was  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  to  be  a  dead  -  letter,  or 
was  the  law  to  be  complied  with?  The  law 
was  clear  enough. 

An  Hon.  Membib  asked  how  it  was  to  be 
enforced. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  knew  what  he  would 
do.  He  would  make  the  private  owners  and 
the  Borough  Council  responsible,  and  put  them 
under  penalties ;  and  he  thought  if  that  were 
done  tnere  woiild  be  no  more  laying-off  of 
narrow  streets.  The  Borough  Council  should 
take  a  stand  and  say  that  the  law  must  be 
complied  with.  He  could  understand  a  speciflJ 
case,  where  a  man's  land  was  situate  on  the 
hillside,  in  which  case  special  permission  might 
be  given.  In  Thomdon  the  law  had  not  been 
carried  out.  Had  narrow  streets  not  been 
made  in  that  quarter  of  the  town  ?  It  was  a 
thing  the  Borough  Council  should  not  have 
countenanced  ;  but,  having  allowed  it  to  pass. 
Parliament  should  not  now  be  asked  to  vali- 
date what  had  been  done,  especiallv  as  it  was  a 
matter  that  was  to  the  detriment  of  the  citizens. 
To  some  extent  the  wide  streets  were  the 
lungs  of  a  city,  and  narrow  streets,  as  they 
might  have  them  in  Wellington  some  day,  with 
high  houses  on  either  side,  could  never  be 
healthy  resorts  for  the  people.  It  was  very 
necessary  then  that  the  streets  should  be  made 
the  legal  width.  Then,  he  was  not  so  sure 
that  the  law  of  the  honourable  member  was 
right — that  if  a  street  was  not  the  proper 
width  Corporation  money  could  not  be  spent 
on  it.    If  that  was  so,  a  great  deal  of  money 
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•liad  been  spent  on  streets  of  that  kind,  not 
only  in  Wellington,  but  in  other  cities  as  well. 
He  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  strike  out 
-clause  2  of  the  Bill,  and  also  clause  8.  He 
might  have  understood  clause  2  if  it  had  aimed 
at  validating  the  streets  that  were  laid  off  be- 
fore the  House  rejected  Mr.  Duthie's  Bill,  as 
.people  might  have  said  that  they  did  not  ihink 
the  Legislature  would  adhere  so  strictly  to  the 
existing  law ;  but  to  validate  streets  that  had 
been  deliberately  laid  off  af(er  the  law  regu- 
lating the  width  had  been  passed  would  be  an 
outrage,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
4igree  to  it. 

An  Hon.  Mshbsb  asked  if  the  City  Oounoil 
had  agreed  to  the  laying-off  of  these  narrow 
streets. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  understood  that  the 
matter  proceeded  in  this  way :  A  private  land- 
owner cut  up  his  land,  laid  off  streets,  and 
notified  them.  The  Council  were  not  consent- 
ing parties  in  the  first  instance.  Then  the 
owner  of  the  land  was  allowed  to  build  houses, 
and,  by  regulation,  in  large  cities  all  houses 
must  be  of  a  certain  class.  If  the  City  Council 
would  simply  pass  an  order  that  no  house  should 
4)6  erected  unless  there  was  66  ft.  between  it  and 
the  house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
there  would  be  none  of  these  narrow  streets 
ajiall. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— There  are  a  lot  of  houses 
already  built  in  Wellington. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  knew  a  place  where, 
within  the  last  two  years,  there  were  no  houses 
at  all. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— With  streets  less  than  a 
•chain  wide  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes;  he  would  in- 
stance Hobson  Street.  They  would  there  find 
there  were  places  where  they  had  laid  streets 
off  in  deliberate  defiance  of  what  the  House 
had  decided.  For  his  part,  he  had  already 
told  the  House  that  he  would  oppose  the  Bill. 
If  there  had  been  any  special  features,  or  if 
it  were  a  case  of  streets  that  had  been  laid  off 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1886,  and 
they  came  and  asked  him  for  validation  of 
those  streets,  he  would  simply  say,  "  Very 
well,  I  will  validate  that  street " ;  but  to 
validate  these  narrow  streets,  some  of  which 
were  newly  laid  off,  would,  he  said,  be  an 
injustice  to  those  who  had  made  their  streets 
a  proper  width,  and  they  would  be  validating 
streets  which  were  laia  off  in  open  defiance 
of  the  expressed  decision  of  that  House.  He 
would  therefore  vote  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City)  hoped  mem- 
bers would  not  approach  this  Bill  with  their 
minds  adversely  made  up,  but  would  look  into 
its  merits  and  the  needs  of  this  city.  There 
was  much  to  be  Raid  for  and  against  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill.  He  svmpathized  with  the 
views  of  the  Premier  that  unduly  narrow 
streets  were  most  undesirable,  and  that  the 
construction  of  the  like  should  be  put  a  stop  to 
by  the  introduction  of  penal  clauses,  restricting 
both  the  owners  of  properties  and  the  Corpora- 
tion from  allowing  anything  of  this  sort  to 
occur  in  the  future ;  but  in  this  city  there  had 
Mr.Seddon 


been  peoaliar  oironmstances,  and  it  was  neoea* 
sary,  In  the  interests  of  the  public  health,  thai 
these  streets  should  be  taken  over.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  consider  the  question  from 
that  point  of  view,  and  concede  that  it  was 
a  matter  that  ouglit  now  to  be  dealt  with.  It 
ought  to  be  recollected  that  the  origin  of  this 
difficulty  was  in  the  very  bad  original  survev 
of  this  city.  In  place  of  being  planned  with 
streets  of  the  full  width  now  recognised  as  de- 
sirable, it  was  laid  off  in  conformity  with  the 
views  of  these  early  times,  and  the  residential 
land  was  laid  off  in  acre  sections,  with  the  re- 
sult that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  waste  ground, 
since  these  acres  had  their  narrow  frontaga 
to  the  streets.  From  economic  considerationa 
there  was  altogether  an  unnecessary  waste  of 
the  limited  area  of  available  ground,  and  when 
land  for  building  became  of  urgent  need,  to 
find  room  for  houses  for  the  people,  it  was 
only  natural  that  this  land,  which  was  being 
wasted,  should  be  sought  for  building  purpoeea. 
Thus  it  was,  in  cutting  up  these  acres,  that 
these  narrow  streets  had  sprung  into  existenoe, 
and  but  for  them  the  area  of  this  city  could 
not,  to  a  large  extent,  have  been  occupied.  As 
to  the  remark  of  the  Premier  about  the  streets 
being  lung-spaces,  it  was  quite  true  that  wide 
streets  were  desirable  for  the  sake  of  fresh  air, 
but  they  would  all  admit  that  in  Wellington 
the  people  did  not  suffer  from  a  want  of  £cesh 
air.  The  winds  in  the  City  of  Wellington  were, 
unfortunately,  proverbial,  but  the  people  had 
that  healthy  advantage,  and  in  that  respeot 
lived  under  healthy  conditions. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbbb. — What  about  the  typhoid 
that  has  visited  Wellington  ? 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  typhoid  was  more  at- 
tributable to  want  of  drainage,  and  it  should 
be  recollected  that  the  people  of  Wellington 
had  made  a  noble  effort  to  make  it  a  most 
healthy  place.  They  had  just  spent  £165,000 
in  constructing  a  drainage  system,  which  he 
thought  was  a  great  suocess.  The  whole  of  the 
sewerage  was  now  discharged  into  Cook  Strait 
in  place  of  into  the  harbour,  and  the  people 
of  Wellington  deserved  commendation  for  the 
work  they  had  carried  out  in  that  direction. 
But  these  private  bv-streets  were  still  a  source 
of  danger  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  fact  was,  various  police  street  offences  did 
not  apply  to  them,  and  the  Corporation  was 
unable  to  insist  on  due  performance  of  street 
by-laws,  and  various  difficulties  arose  both 
over  maintenance  and  sanitary  matters  which 
the  Corporation  was  unable  at  present  to 
attend  to.  He  did  not  know  that  the  Pre- 
mier was  altogether  accurate  in  his  assertion 
that  money  was  being  spent  on  these  streets. 
The  fact  was,  that  these  streets  were  in  a  dis- 
gracefully neglected  state,  and  he  understood 
the  law  was  as  his  colleague  had  stated — 
namely,  that  it  was  illegal  to  spend  money  on 
these  private  streets.  That,  he  believed,  was 
the  position.  However,  the  fact  remained  that 
these  streets  had  been  formed  and  houses  built 
upon  them  and  occupied,  and,  as  matters  at 
present  stood,  thev  were  a  source  of  danger  to 
health  and  a  public  inoonvenienoe.    He  did 
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not  think  the  ofienoe  had  been  committed  to 
the  extent  that  the  Premier  zepresented  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  the  praotiee 
was  Btill  being  oontinaed.  Believing  the  Pre- 
mier was  in  error,  he  (Mr.  Duthie)  challenged 
the  Btatoment,  but  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  able  to  point  to  Hobeon  Street  as  a  case 
in  point.  He  regretted  that  the  Council  had 
permitted  an  acre  to  be  there  out  up,  and 
would  welcome  a  olauee  to  prevent  a  possible 
recurrence.  He  knew  that  on  Te  Arc  flat, 
when  new  streets  had  recently  been  laid  off, 
the  Corporation  had  insisted  on  the  streets 
being  of  the  full  chain  width;  and  again  at 
Newtown  the  Corporation  had  been  very  strict. 
What  existed  could  not  be  undone,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  concede  the  authority 
asked,  relieving  the  city  from  a  most  awkward 
entanglement  grievously  affecting  the  comfort, 
health,  and  well-being  of  a  large  section  of  Its 
inhabitants;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
accompany  it  with  such  a  clause  as  would  pre- 
vent anything  of  the  sort  occurring  again.  The 
topographical  conditions  here  were  somewhat 
different  from  those  of  other  places,  as  also  in 
regard  to  the  original  survey,  and  over  sanita- 
tion. He  trusted  the  House  would  recognise 
how  important  this  Bill  was  to  the  city,  and 
would  pass  the  second  reading,  and  so  render  it 
possible  to  end  this  most  unsatisfactory  state 
of  affairs. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Inveroargill)  said  he  thought 
members  of  the  House  generally  sympathized 
with  remarks  made  by  the  Premier  to  a  very 
great  extent ;  but,  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  had  just  said,  there  were 
ezoeptional  circumstances  in  this  case.  In 
Wellington  many  years  ago  private  streets  were 
laid  off  at  a  width  altogether  too  narrow  for  the 
health  of  the  oitisens,  and  unfortunate  people 
now  living  in  those  particular  streets  were 
placed  in  the  extraordinary  position  of  being 
nnable  to  get  any  money  whatever  spent  upon 
their  streeto  for  sanitary  or  other  purposes. 
It  was  true  that  the  Corporation  coulcl  not 
spend  money  on  those  streets  under  the  present 
law,  and  these  places,  he  submitted,  were  a 
■ouroe  of  danger  to  the  whole  city,  owing  to 
huMifficient  dnunage.  He  held  that,  under  the 
mecial  circumstances,  the  House  ought  to  pass 
uiis  Bill  so  far  as  the  2nd  clause  was  con- 
oemed.  He  thought  it  was  also  very  neces- 
sary that  a  stringent  condition  should  be  in- 
serted in  the  Bill,  as  suggested  bv  the  honour- 
able member,  Mr.  Duthie,  to  absolutely  prevent 
any  individual  in  the  city  repeating  those 
things  that  were  now  complained  of.  As  re- 
garded clause  8  of  the  Bill,  he  thought  there 
was  a  unanimous  feeling  in  the  House  that 
this  clause  should  be  struck  out,  and  he  under- 
stood the  honourable  member  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  was  not  altogether  opposed  to  that  course. 
He  oertainly  would  support  the  Bill  under  (he 
<Kceptional  circumstances  mentioned.  The 
Premier  laughed ;  but  he  was  quite  as  much 
hi  favour  of  wide  streete  as  the  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier. At  the  same  time  he  said  that,  on  the 
9»nnd  of  health,  clause  2  ought  to  be  sano- 
tionad,  so  as  to  give  the  Corporation  of  the 


City  of  Wellington  power  to  thoroughly  drain 
thoee  places  to  prevent  them  becoming  a  source 
of  danger  to  the  city  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  MOBBISOK  (Caversham)  hoped  the  House 
would  not  pass  this  Bill.  It  was  an  old  friend. 
They  had  had  it  on  previous  occasions  before 
them,  and  he  thought,  himself,  it  was  what 
might  be  termed  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the- 
honourable  member  to  try  and  get  behind  the 
wish  of  the  House  as  expressed  in  the  measure 
which  Mr.  Duthie  introduced  some  three  years 
ago.  Now,  most  of  them  knew  the  class  of 
streets  they  had  in  Wellington.  Why,  there- 
was  not  a  first-class  decent  street  in  the  whole- 
of  Wellington.  Of  course,  it  was  only  natural 
that  the  mover  of  this  Bill,  in  introducing  it^ 
would  try  to  make  the  House  believe  that 
Wellington  had  a  number  of  geographical  diffi- 
culties to  contend  with,  and  that  the  other 
large  cities  of  the  colony  were  built  on  plains,, 
and  had  not  the  same  difficulties.  Whjr,  Dun- 
edin  had  to  obtain  the  necessary  authority  and 
purchase  property  to  widen  Princes  Street. 
Why  did  not  Wellington  buy  up  some  of 
the  properties  and  widen  their  streets  ?  But, 
no;  they  would  not  attempt  to  widen  or 
improve  the  present  streete,  but  they  came  and 
asked  the  House  to  legalise  and  give  the 
necessary  authority  to  perpetuate  the  evil 
which  every  member  saw  every  day  he  took  a> 
stroll  through  the  streete  of  Wellington.  What 
were  they  to  be  guided  by  in  this  question  of  wide 
streeto?  What  had  London  to  do  with  the 
narrow  strepte  that  were  formed  years  ago? 
They  had  to  pass  what  was  known  as  the 
Strand  City  Improvement  Act,  and  that  was 
attended  with  great  advantage  to  the  City  of 
London.  Land  was  purchased,  old  houses 
were  pulled  down,  and  the  streets  were  widened 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  city  as  regards 
the  congested  traffic,  and  the  health  of  the 
community  was  very  much  improved.  The 
same  thing  had  happened  in  Qlasgow  within 
the  last  twenty  years.  The  same  thing  had 
also  to  be  done  in  Sydnev ;  and  if  these  things 
were  found  necessary  to  be  done  in  these  three 
large  cities,  in  the  name  of  Goodness  why  did 
not  Wellington  put  ito  house  in  order  instead  of 
trying  to  get  authority  for  every  filthy  right-of- 
way  or  lane  to  be  proclaimed  a  public  street  ? 
He  was  surprised  at  the  honourable  member 
for  Inveroargill,  who  represented  a  constituency 
where  the  streeto  were  two  chains  wide,  and 
where  it  was  difficult  on  a  dark  night  to  pick 
one's  way  across  them,  saying  he  thought  it 
would  be  advisable  to  support  Wellington  in 
getting  at  least  clause  2  of  this  Bill  passed. 
Why?  Because  there  had  been  some  log- 
rolling in  connection  with  this  Bill.  It  was. 
not  the  principle  of  this  measure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  fighting  for,  but  he  was 
allowing  private  matters  to  interfere  with  his 
public  duty.  He  heard  the  honourable  gentle- 
man expressing  strong  opinions  in  the  past 
with  regard  to  the  necessity  of  all  Municipali- 
ties being  compelled  to  have  their  streeto  at 
least  66  ft.  wide.    Why  this  change  of  front  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.-— I  have  no  change  of  front. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said,  What  I    No  change  oi 
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front?  And  yet  the  honourable  gentleman 
«aid  that  he  thought,  under  the  exceptional 
circumstances — he  believed  that  was  the  phrase 
he  used — it  would  be  advisable  to  give  the  City 
Oounoil  of  Wellington  the  authority  to  take 
'Over  these  streets  and  make  them  public  streets. 
He  said,  if  they  had  been  taken  over  before  the 
1886  Municipal  Act  was  passed  the  House 
would  never  have  refused  for  a  moment.  But 
these  streets  had  beei^  formed  and  made  by 
private  owners  within  the  last  four  or  five 
years,  and  now  they  tried  to  get  outside  the 
•expressed  opinion  of  the  Hou^e,  as  it  had  been 
•expressed  on  more  than  one  occasion.  If  these 
etreets  had  been  formed  before  1886,  the  House 
would  never  for  a  moment  dream  of  refusing 
to  legalise  them,  because  they  would  have  been 
formed  before  the  Municipal  Act  came  into 
operation ;  but  these  private  people  had  formed 
these  streets  within  the  past  two  or  three  years 
flimply  out  of  pure  greed  to  get  the  last  shilling 
out  of  the  particular  bit  of  land  they  were 
catting  up. 

Mr.  KELLY. — The  unfortunate  residents  are 
suffering. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  the  unfortunate  people 
renting  places  in  private  streets  were  certainly 
sufieting  some  disadvantages,  but  they  went 
there  with  their  eyes  open.  They  knew  the 
•difficulties  with  regard  to  sanitation,  cleanli- 
ness, and  width  of  street  that  they  had  to  put 
ap  with,  and  they  would  say,  '*  I  am  not  going 
there  if  I  can  get  into  a  decent  place  in  Wel- 
lington at  the  same  rent."  This  thing  would 
>eure  itself.  If  they  legalised  these  streete, 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  it  ?  Why,  instead 
of  working  any  improvement  so  far  as. private 
streets  were  concerned,  they  were  going  to  per- 
petuate the  evil ;  and  if  they  passed  clause  2 
they  would  come  up  with  clause  8  next  year 
and  quote  clause  2  as  a  proof  that  they  should 
certainly  give  the  Municipal  Council  power  to 
take  over  streets  less  than  66  ft.  wide,  owing 
to  the  difficulties  they  had  to  contend  with. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  do  the  same  as  they 
'did  with  Mr.  Duthie's  Bill  three  years  ago,  and 
throw  the  whole  thing  out.  He  should  oppose 
the  Bill  at  every  stage. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  said  it  appeared 
that  this  Bill  had  been  before  the  Local  Bills 
Committee,  and  that  Committee  had  reported 
against  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  It  was  an  ex- 
ceptional course  for  the  House  to  treat  the 
Committee's  report  in  the  manner  it  had  done. 
What  was  the  use  of  setting  up  a  Local  Bills 
Committee  if  their  report  was  not  to  be  con- 
sidered in  determining  the  passing  of  the  Bill  ? 
What  was  the  use  of  taking  evidence  and  con- 
sidering the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  the  far-reaching  effects  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  if  the  House  treated  the  report  of  that 
Committee  with  contempt?  He  had  great 
respect  for  the  gentleman  m  charge  of  the  Bill, 
and  if  he  were  to  allow  his  private  feelings 
in  respect  to  that  honourable  gentleman  to 
.sway  his  opinions  on  the  present  occasion 
he  should  sit  still  and  say  nothing.  But  he 
^ad  a  duty  to  discharge  to  the  residents  of 
lihe  City  of  Wellington,  and  to  the  population 
Mt,  Morrison 


of  every  other  city  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  New  Zealand,  because  if  the 
House  were  to  allow  this  Bill  to  pass  on  to  the 
statute-book  they  would  at  onoe  establish  a 
precedent,  and  every  other  borough  and  centre 
of  population  where  the  greed  of  private  owners 
was  manifest  in  the  narrow  streets,  lanes,  and 
alleys  would  do  the  same  thing;  Bills  would 
be  introduced  with  a  view  of  taking  over  these 
narrow  lanes  and  alleys,  and  legalising  them 
as  proper  streets,  however  narrow  they  might 
be.  It  appeared  to  him  that  this  Bill  proposed 
doing  an  injustice  to  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  this  city.  He  did  not  know  of  any  oity 
in  the  oolonv  where  there  was  such  a  want  of 
squares,  parks,  and  vacant  sections  as  lungs 
or  breathing-spaces  as  in  Wellington,  and 
here  it  was  proposed  actually  to  take  over 
these  narrow  lanes  and  alleys  with  a  view 
of  making  them  into  public  streets.  If  the 
Bill  proposed  taking  them  over  with  a  view  of 
widening  them  and  making  them  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act,  a  full  chain  wide,  then  the  House  might 
agree,  but  no  such  proposal  was  contained 
in  this  Bill.  Or  if  a  Bill  were  introduced  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  owners  of 
private  property  henceforth  from  this  date 
should  be  called  upon  to  lay  off  streets  not  less 
than  a  chain  wide,  that  would  be  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  of  this  large  city.  This  BiU 
^^  was  headed  ''An  Act  to  enable  the 
^'^'  Council  of  the  City  of  Wellington  to 
take  over  certain  existing  Private  Streets  and 
Rights  -  of  -  way  and  extend  certain  Public 
Streets.*'  He  did  not  think  that  was  the 
proper  heading  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  should 
have  been  headed  **An  Act  to  sacrifice  the 
HesJth  and  Happiness  of  the  People  of  the 
City  of  Wellington  on  the  Altar  of  the  Greed 
of  the  Owners  of  Private  Property."  That,  in 
his  opinion,  was  how  the  Bill  should  be  headed. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity 
(Mr.  Duthie),  in  a  very  feeble  way — ^no  doubt 
the  honourable  gentleman  realised  the  awk- 
wardness of  the  position,  and  he  endeavoured 
to  do  the  best  he  could  with  a  bad  case — ^ths 
honourable  member,  I  say,  last  session  had  in- 
troduced  a  Bill  containing  similar  provisions  to 
the  one  now  before  the  House,  and  that  BiU 
was  rejected  on  the  second  reading ;  and  every 
one  could  see  how  laboured  were  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  when  he  said  he  spoks 
in  support  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knew  in  his  heart  of 
hearts  that  he  did  not  believe  a  little  bit  in  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill;  and  he  believed  the 
generosity  of  that  honourable  gentleman  most 
lie  in  the  direction  that  he  would  compel  the 
owners  of  private  property,  when  subdividing, 
henceforth  to  lay  out  streets  a  full  chain  wide» 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this  oity.  The 
citisens  of  Wellington  were  to  be  commended 
in  contracting  heavy  liabilities  to  provide  a  good 
water-supply  and  a  drainage  system.  In  his  opin- 
ion the  nealth  and  happiness  of  the  neople  of 
Wellington  were  as  much  involved  in  wide  streets 
as  in  a  good  water-supply  and  a  good  drainage 
system,  and  he  woula  never  be  a  party  to  in- 
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fliotiog  upon  postezHy  the  injury  which  this 
Bill  proposed  to  inflict  by  taking  over  these 
narrow  streets  and  slums,  which  might  in  the 
future  be  a  hotbed  for  generating  disease  and 
pestilence  of  all  descriptions.  It  was  all  very 
well  for  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
•  City  to  say  that  Wellington  was  well  ventilated, 
and  that  there  was  plenty  of  fresh  air  in  con- 
sequence of  the  currents  of  wind  continually 
passing  through  the  city;  that  might  be  so, 
out  that  was  no  reason  for  passing  the  Bill.  If 
this  Bill  were  passed  it  would  establish  a  pre- 
cedent of  a  vicious  nature,  and  which  other 
centres  of  population  would  take  advantage  of, 
and  the  result  would  be  that  in  the  various 
centres  they  would  inflict  upon  posterity  an  in- 
jury to  which  they  ought  not  to  be  called  upon 
to  submit.  He  begged  to  move,  That  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Mz.  MONTGOMERY  (EUesmere)  said  that 
last  session  the  House  passed  the  Borough 
•of  Lytielton  Corporation  Enabling  Act,  em- 
powering the  borough  to  take  over  streets  less 
than  66  ft.  wide.  He  objected  to  the  Bill  at 
the  time  in  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  but 
there  were  in  that  case  very  special  circum- 
stances. These  streets  had  been  laid  out  by 
the  Qovemment  somewhere  about  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  the  flrst  four  ships.  They  were 
very  steep,  and  the  houses  had  been  built  very 
many  years  ago,  and  therefore  there  were  some 
extenuating  circumstances  in  the  case  of 
Lyttelton.  But  he  just  thought,  when  that 
Bill  went  through,  that  they  would  probably 
have  a  new  crop  of  these  Bills  this  session. 
Apparently  it  had  not  started  yet,  and  instead 
of  It  they  had  this  Bill  dealing  with  the  City 
of  Wellington.  If  the  House  ever  did  pass  a 
Bill  of  the  sort,  referring  to  Wellington  or  else- 
where, giving  general  power  for  taking  over  all 
streets  formed  to  date,  they  would  have  the 
Local  Bills  Committee  occupied  half  the  ses- 
sion  in  considering  similar  Bills.  Once  it  be- 
came a  recognised  principle  that  Parliament 
was  going  to  allow  streets  to  be  taken  over  as 
proposed  in  this  Bill,  every  cit^  and  borough 
m  the  colony  would  want  to  do  it.  Now,  in 
the  case  of  Wellington  one  must  admit  that 
there  were  considerable  inconveniences  which 
had  to  be  put  up  with — he  entirely  recognised 
that.  But  there  were  inconveniences  in  other 
places.  For  instance,  in  Sydenham  and  Christ- 
ehuroh,  when  they  had  narrow  streets,  though 
they  were  on  the  flat,  the  House  would  not 
allow  the  Council  to  take  them  over,  and  the 
Council  had  to  buy  the  property  and  make 
wide  streets ;  and  this  had  been  done  in  other 
cities  in  the  colon  v.  But  there  was  in  Mr. 
Joyce's  Lyttelton  Bill  a  clause  providins  that 
it  did  not  apply  to  any  streets  formed  after 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1886.  Now, 
there  might  be  some  excuse  for  streets  formed 
before  that  Act,  and  he  would  not  ofler  any 
opposition  to  the  Bill  if  it  were  amended 
in  that  form;  but  if  tl^e  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act  distinctly  laid  it  down  that 
no  pablio  or  private  street  was  to  be  made 
lees  than  66  ft.  wide,  if  any  Corporation  allowed 
.  such  to  be  made  or  took  them  over  after  the 


House  had  limited  the  width  of  the  streets  in 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and  if  the 
House  passed  an  enabling  Act  afterwards^ 
why,  the  owners  of  property  would  make  new 
narrow  streets  everywhere,  and  reckon  on  the 
House  taking  them  over  sooner  or  later.  The 
owner  for  the  time  being  would  say  that  he 
would  not  be  called  upon  to  do  anything  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  probably  by  that  time 
the  property  would  be  sold,  and  afterwards  he 
would  trust  to  the  Council  taking  the  streets 
over.  The  member  in  charge  of  this  Bill  in- 
formed members  on  the  Local  Bills  Committee 
that  there  were  streets  now  being  laid  off  in 
Wellington  40  ft.  wide,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  said  he  was  not 
present  at  the  Local  Bills  Committee  at  all. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said,  perhaps  he  ouffht 
not  to  have  attributed  the  remark  to  Mi* 
Hutcheson,  but  it  was  said,  at  any  rate ;  and 
he  remembered  it  particularly  well,  because  it 
was  stated  that,  although  the  streets  were 
allowed  to  be  constructed,  the  Council  insisted 
upon  the  houses  being  put  back,  so  that  they 
could,  if  necessary,  afterwards  construct  the 
street  to  the  full  width.  It  must  be  perfectly 
obvious  to  honourable  members  that  thevs 
were  streets  pow  being  constructed  which  were 
not  the  full  width.  For  instance,  take  the 
block  referred  to  by  the  Premier  in  Hobson 
Street,  where  new  houses  were  going  up,  and 
where  the  street  was  not,  he  was  tolerably  cer- 
tain, a  full  chain  wide.  He  did  not  know  how 
it  was  being  allowed  to  be  done.  He  thought 
the  Bill  which  should  be  introduced  was  this : 
A  Bill  to  compel  private  streets  to  be  main- 
tained by  the  people  living  in  them,  or  by  the 
owners  of  the  land,  who  cut  up  the  land  in 
the  first  instance.  It  was  they  who  were 
bound  to  maintain  these  streets  if  too  nar- 
row, and  they  should  pass  a  very  stringent 
measure  making  such  people  keep  these  streets 
up  to  the  same  mark  that  the  Corporation  did. 
Then  they  would  not  have  complaints  from  the 
people  living  in  these  streets  that  they  were 
badly  kept,  and  they  would  not,  at  any  rate, 
have  people  making  these  narrow  streets  in 
the  hope  that  some  time  in  the  future  an 
opportunity  would  arise  to  have  the  streets 
taken  over  without  any  expense  to  themselves. 
And  honourable  members  would  notice  that 
they  were  simply,  by  making  new  streets* 
giving  additional  value  to  the  property  on 
either  side.  There  was  no  doubt  about  that. 
The  owner  out  up  the  land  very  advantageously, 
making  a  half- chain  street,  and  now  the  House 
was  asked  to  give  all  the  privileges  to  a  half- 
chain  street  that  belonged  to  a  full  chain  street, 
and  they  would  add  a  distinct  value  to  the 
houses  on  either  side.  He  did  not  want  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  but  he  would 
vote  for  the  amendment  moved  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashley,  unless  he  had  a 
distinct  assurance  that  the  Act  would  be  made 
to  apply  only  to  streets  made  before  1886. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB  (Auckland  City)  said  he 
was  extremely  sorry  the  honourable  member 
for  Ashley  (Mr.  Meredith)  had  thought  it  adr 
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▼bable  to  move  his  amendment  with  regard  to 
this  Bill.  If  it  had  a  limitation  to  it,  saying 
that,  in  terms  even  of  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  Premier,  all  streets  existing  prior  to 
the  1886  Act  might  be  taken  over,  it  would,  at 
any  rate,  have  given  the  honourable  member 
in  charge  of  this  Bill  an  opportunity  to  ap- 
proach the  House  again  under  a  new  set  of 
oiroumstanoes.  They  knew  very  well  that, 
at  any  rate,  nine-tenths  of  the  streets  that 
were  less  than  40  ft.  wide  were  streets  that 
existed  at  that  time,  but  which  the  Welling- 
ton City  Council  could  not  take  over  in 
terms  of  the  Act.  He  was  extremely  sorry  to 
hear  that  streets  were  being  laid  off  in  the 
City  of  Wellington  less  than  66  ft.  wide  within, 
say,  the  last  year.  He  thought  the  honour- 
able member  who  moved  the  amendment 
was  quite  right  when  he  said  the  honour- 
able member  (Mr.  Duthie)  had  no  sympathy 
with  streets  less  than  66  ft.  wide.  He  was 
quite  at  one  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
on  that  point,  but  that  was  no  justification  for 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
They  must,  whether  they  liked  it  or  not,  deal 
with  circumstances  that  they  could  not  control 
altogether.  Just  look  at  the  circumstances  in 
Wellington  at  the  junction  of  Lambton  Quay 
and  Willis  Street.  There  was  a  street  there 
running  down  towards  the  wharf ;  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  66  ft.  wide,  and  yet  within  the  last 
two  years  a  building  had  been  put  up  at  the 
corner  which  must  have  cost  at  least  £10,000. 
Let  them  go  on  right  up  to  Manners  Street, 
and  along  that  route  they  had  these  narrow 
streets  continuously.  He  was  quite  sure  that 
all  these  existed  prior  to  1886,  and  they  had 
all  more  or  less  valuable  buildings  fronting 
them.  What  could  be  done  if  the  Corpora- 
tion were  not  to  be  allowed  to  deal  with 
the  situation  of  these  streets  as  they  now 
existed,  and  as  they  did  exist  prior  to  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  Municipal  Corpo- 
rations Act  of  1886  ?  It  seemed  to  him  that 
there  was  an  absolute  necessity ;  but  he  was 
not  there  to  pave  the  Corporations  in  their 
wrong- doings.  If  very  recently  there  had  been 
streets  cut  up  in  Wellington  of  a  less  width 
than  66  ft.,  tney  knew  that  the  Corporation 
could  not  hinder  a  man  from  cutting  up  his 
land.  They  could  not  hinder  men  from  selling 
their  allotments ;  but  when  they  cut  up  their 
land  and  sold  an  allotment,  and  the  buyer  of 
that  allotment  went  to  the  Corporation  for  a 
permit  to  build  on  it,  and  the  plan  showed 
a  street  less,  than  66  ft.  wide,  the  Corporation 
oould  refuse  the  permit.  That  would  very 
soon  bring  the  owner  of  the  land  to  his  bear- 
ings, and  he  would  have  to  compromise  with 
those  to  whom  he  had  already  sold  allotments 
for  building  purposes.  The  Corporations  had 
the  right  to  do  that,  and  that,  it  seemed  to 
him,  was  the  very  best  way  to  put  a  stop  to 
this  growth  of  narrow  streets.  He  hoped  the 
honourable  member  would  see  his  way  to 
withdraw  his  motion. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — No. 

Mr.  CBOWTHER  said  there  was  a  necessity, 
*t  any  rate,  that  he  should  withdraw  it,  even 
Mr  Crawther 


if  it  was  only  to  deal  with  those  streets  that- 
were  in  existence  prior  to  the  incoming  of  the- 
Municipal  Corporations  Act.  That  was  a^ 
necessity  beyond  all  doubt,  and,  if  they  had  to 
do  it,  the  sooner  the  better.  It  seemed  to  hin» 
they  must  do  it.  Every  one  of  our  cities,  fromt 
one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other,  was  simi- 
larly situated,  hut  perhaps  not  to  so  consider- 
able an  extent.  In  Auckland  very  recently 
they  had  had  a  great  fight  on  this  business  be- 
tween the  City  Council  and  the  Harbour  Board 
in  reference  to  a  new  street  90  ft.  wide.  But 
the  City  Council  refused  to  take  it  over  from* 
the  Harbour  Board  until  the  Board  had  drained 
it,  kerbed,  channelled,  and  metalled  it;  and 
every  other  Corporation  had  got  the  same  power. 
But  in  the  case  under  notice  the  streets  wera- 
existing  before  the  existence  of  the  Municipair 
Corporations  Act;  they  were  metalled  cuid 
kerbed  and  channelled,-  and  the  Corporation^ 
had  no  such  power  after  that.  They  had  got- 
to  take  them  as  they  were,  or  else  refuse  to  take 
them.  All  money  spent  on  them  was  illegal. 
It  was  a  very  insecure  position  for  a  Corporatioxk' 
to  occupy.  It  was  one  of  the  existing  circum- 
stances that  they  ought  to  create  a  remedy  for^ 
He  considered  that  was  what  they  were  thera 
for;  and  to  move  that  the  matter  should  be 
shelved  at  once  without  making  any  effort  at 
all  to  meet  requirements  as  they  existed,  he 
thought,  was  a  very  hasty  motion,  and  again 
he  sincerely  hoped  the  honourable  member- 
would  allow  himself  to  be  persuaded  that,  at 
any  rate,  he  ought  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  fairly 
discussed  on  its  merits,  so  that  he  might  better 
acquaint  himself  with  the  necessities  which 
existed,  and  that  could  not  be  cured  in  any- 
other  way.  That  was  the  trouble :  they  could 
not  be  cured  in  any  other  way.  Would  it  be 
possible  for  the  Corporation  of  Wellington  to* 
buy  20  ft.  of  frontage  in  Willis  Street  with  an 
existing  rate  of  between  8s.  or  4s.  in  the  pound  ?" 
What  did  it  mean  ? 

Mr.  MOBRISON  said  they  would  have  to  da 
it  some  day. 

Mr.  CBOWTHER  said.  Well,  let  them  hope- 
that  it  would  be  done  some  day,  and  let  then» 
hope  that  when  it  was  done  the  Corporationi 
would  do  it  without  killing  poor  property- 
owners,  who  now  were  half  killed  througb 
paying  the  rates  and  taxes  that  were  leviedi 
m  Wellington. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Wellington  Suburbs)  tho- 
roughly sympathized  with  the  speech  Just 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  (Mr.  Crowther).  He  trusted  that 
the  recommendation  which  the  honourable^ 
member  had  just  given  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashley  would  be  taken  up  and 
acted  upon  by  that  honourable  gentleman. 
He  (Mr.  Wilson)  had  found  it  very  amusing  to 
listen  to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Ashley.  When  they  considered  for  one^ 
moment  the  totally  different  oircumstanoea 
that  prevailed  in  Christohurch,  as  compared 
with  those  that  obtained  in  a  City  like  Wel> 
lington,  they  mast  admit  that  a  gentleman  with 
his  common-sense  should  have  recognised  theae- 
differences.    In  a  city  like  Ohristohnroh,  where- 
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there  was  praottoally  unlimited  spaoe,  they 
oonld  make  very  good  streets  of  very  great 
width.  Bat  here  in  Wellington  they  had  to 
make  their  streets  according  to  the  necessities 
of  natnre.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley  had  been  in 
Wellington  eighteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  but 
when  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  came  to  Wellington 
some  twenty  years  ago  he  could  remember 
that  the  sea  came  right  up  to  the  back  of 
the  Empire  Hotel.  Of  course,  all  that  area 
then  covered  by  the  sea  was  now  solid  ground, 
upon  which  rows  of  fine  brick  warehouses  had 
been  built.  But  in  the  days  to  which  he  re- 
ferred the  large  number  of  small  streets  they 
had  were  maide  absolutely  necessary,  for  the 
oitisena  could  not  help  themselves.  The  area 
of  ground  available  for  them  to  build  upon  was 
very  limited.  No  doubt  within  the  last  few 
years,  even  when  there  was  more  land  available, 
other  narrow  streets  had  been  laid  off ;  but,  as  he 
had  said,  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Municipal 
Oorporations  Act  there  was  an  absolute  necessity 
in  Wellington  for  such  streets.  It  could  not  be 
helped.  They  found  now  that  the  city  was  grow- 
ing rapidly,  and  they  wi<3hed  to  be  thoroughly 
np  to  date  in  municipal  affairs,  and  they  had  got, 
therefore,  to  face  the  circumstances.  There  was 
no  excuse  for  the  Corporation  allowing  narrow 
streets  to  be  made  in  Wellington  at  the  present 
time,  and  in  that  respect  he  hoped  the  honour- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  accept 
some  amendment  which  would  permit  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  to  apply  only  to  those  streets 
which  were  made  in  the  very  early  days,  prior 
to  the  passing  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act.  But  to  ask  the  House  to  affirm  that  the 
Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months  was,  he  thought,  an  altogether  cruel 
way  of  dealing  with  a  question  that  was  of 
very  great  interest  to  the  people  of  Wellington. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  seme  of  the  honourable 
members  who  came  from  other  parts  of  the 
colony  than  Wellington  had  a  dead  set  against 
everything  that  was  done  in  the  interests  of 
Wellington.  Ke  did  not  know  why,  but  it 
was  so. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  they  could  say  that  as 
maoh  as  they  liked  ;  his  opinion  on  that  point 
remained  the  same.  They  might  say  "  No  *'  to 
the  end  of  the  chapter,  but  all  the  same  they 
had  got  to  face  the  problem  that  there  was 
only  a  limited  area  of  ground  between  the  hills 
and  the  sea,  and  no  amount  of  talking  about 
roles  and  regulations  would  alter  the  fact  that 
in  Wellington  there  was  but  a  very  limited 
spaoe  for  the  streets  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  harbour.  In  the  early  days,  before  the 
reclamation  was  undertaken,  they  had  neces- 
sarily to  make  the  streets  much  narrower  than 
they  had  to  do  in  places  like  Christchurch, 
Auckland,  and  Dunedin,  where  they  had  more 
spaoe  at  their  disposal.  At  the  present  time, 
however,  there  was  no  excuse  for  the  City 
Council  of  Wellington  authorising  the  making 
of  narrow  streets  in  parts  of  the  city  that  were 
not  crowded,  such  as  Newtown  and  other 
auburbs,  and  he  would  welcome  any  legislation 

voii.on.-iA. 


which  would  prevent  the  City  Council  allowing 
the  making  of  any  streets  under  66  ft.  wide  in 
Newtown.  He  felt  that  in  doing  that  they 
would  be  acting  in  the  best  interests  of  his 
constituency.  But  to  say  they  would  draw  a 
hard-and-fast  rule  which  would  prevent  the 
City  Corporation  from  making  the  best  of  a 
bad  job  in  the  way  of  taking  over  and  con- 
trolling these  narrow  streets,  which  were  made 
prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act,  was,  in  his  opinion,  going  altogether 
too  far.  If  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
knew  a  little  more  about  Wellington,  and  the 
local  circumstances  of  Wellington,  he  did  not 
think  he  would  have  moved  that  motion.  The 
honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  Mr. 
J.  Hutcbeson,  was  about  as  shrewd  and  smart 
a  man  as  any  who  stood  in  the  House,  and 
with  local  and  civic  matters  he  was  as  well 
acquainted  as  any  one  in  Wellington.  He  had 
perfect  confidence  in  him,  and  was  satisfied 
that  he  would  do  nothing  contrary  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  city  in  the  future.  No  man  in 
the  House  had  a  keener  sense  of  what  was 
due  to  municipal  responsibility  than  had  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City,  and  he  was 
quite  content  to  leave  the  matter  in  his  hands. 
Though  he  believed  the  City  Council  of  Wel- 
lington, as  at  present  constituted,  did  not  well 
represent  the  city,  that  was  an  evil  that  would 
be  remedied,  he  hoped,  by  the  extended  muni- 
cipal franchise ;  at  the  same  time  he  must  say 
he  objected  to  people  coming  from  all  parts  of 
the  colony  and  telling  them  how  they  were  to 
manage  their  own  busicess. 

Hon.  Membebs.— Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  WILSON.— Yes,  they  did.  They  might 
"  Oh  oh,"  but  those  who  posed  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  as  favourable  to  local  government 
and  to  democracy  should  act  consistently.  AH 
thoy  wanted  for  Wellington  was  simply  to  be 
left  alone  to  manage  their  own  affairs  in  their 
own  way,  so  long  as  their  own  way  of  man- 
aging their  own  affairs  did  not  militate  against 
the  general  well-being  of  the  community  So 
long  as  they  made  the  Bill  apply  only  to  those 
streets  that  were  in  existence  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  that 
could  do  no  evil ;  it  could  not  possibly  be 
setting  up  a  bad  precedent,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  that  was  the  proper  thing  to  do.  Apart 
from  that,  he  would  not  support  the  general 
provision  for  the  future ;  but  so  far  as  the  Bill 
would  enable  them  to  make  the  best  of  a  bad 
job,  and  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the  past,  he 
thought  the  House  ought  to  support  the 
honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  He 
would  add  his  plea  to  that  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Crowther)^ 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley  would 
withdraw  this  crude,  and  he  must  say  almost 
brutal,  method  of  disposing  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch  City)  said  he 
would  like  to  remind  the  House  that  this  was 
another  argument  in  favour  of  the  brioging- 
down  of  the  Government's  Local  Government 
Bill.  The  Bill  for  the  extension  of  the  muni- 
cipal franchise,  this  measure,  and  others  that 
were  before  the  House — such  as  the  Auckland 
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Bleotrio  Lighting  Bill— were  all  evidenoee  of 
the  neoessity  for  bringing  down  a  compre- 
hensive measare  for  the  local  government  of 
this  colony.  There  were  one  or  two  matters 
bearing  upon  the  question  now  under  oon- 
iBideration  he  would  like  to  refer  to.  Last 
session  they  had  had  before  them  the 
Borough  of  Lyttelton  Corporation  Enabling 
Bill,  and  that  Bill  provided  for  the  taking- 
over  by  the  Borough  of  Lyttelton  of  all  streets 
of  less  than  66  ft.  in  width  that  had  been  con- 
struoted  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act.  On  that  occasion  he  noticed 
the  Premier  introduced  the  Bill,  spoke  in  its 
favour,  and,  in  replying  to  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced against  it,  said,  **  The  Bill  was  simply 
to  put  things  back  to  the  position  they  were  in 
when  the  Muuioipal  Corporations  Act  was 
passed,  and  that  was  a  proper  thing  to  do." 
xTow,  that  was  Lyttelton.  Then,  in  the  year 
1887  there  wqa  an  amendment  to  the  Munici- 
pal Corporations  Act,  and  clause  4  provided, — 
"Whereas  the  configuration  of  Scinde 
Island,  in  the  Borough  of  Napier,  and  other 
circumstances  in  connection  with  the  said 
borough,  require  special  provision  to  be  made : 
It  is  hereby  enacted  that  the  Borough  Council 
of  Napier  may  take  over  and  declare  any  road 
or  street  within  the  borough  to  be  a  public 
street,  notwithstanding  the  same  may  be  of  less 
than  the  prescribed  width." 

That  was  passed.  The  honourable  member 
for  Ellesmere  made  some  reference  to  the 
action  of  the  Sydenham  Borough  Council.  He 
(Mr.  Taylor)  had  been  on  that  Council  for 
seven  or  eight  years,  and  he  had  a  very  vivid 
recollection  of  an  incident  that  had  altered  his 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  taking 
over  these  narrow  streets.  He  would  tell  the 
House  what  it  was.  They  had  been  troubled 
with  typhoid  fever  there,  and  the  Sanitary 
'  Committee,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  in- 
vestigated one  reported  case  of  typhoid 
•fever,  and  found  it  located  in  a  right-of-way 
— a  private  street  that  was  about  14  ft.  in 
^dth.  That  incident  added  weight  to  the 
contention  that  there  was  not  a  more  im- 
portant proposal  at  the  present  time  in 
embryo  in  the  country  than  the  Local  Gk>vem- 
ment  Bill,  which  they  could  not  get  down. 
The  sections  in  the  right-of-way  he  referred  to 
were  not  more  that  5Qft.  in  depth,  the  front- 
ages to  the  street- line  were  closely  built  upon, 
and  they  discovered  that  the  owners  had  not 
been  employing  the  scavenger — the  night-soil 
had  been  deposited  in  the  most  primitive  and 
barbarous  fashion,  so  that  these  small  sections 
were  really  a  centre  of  disease.  That  incident 
strengthened  an  agitation  that  had  gone  on 
for  some  time.  For  two  or  three  years  he 
and  other  Councillors  had  hammered  away  at 
the  authorities  until  they  made  the  employ- 
ment of  scavengers  compulsory  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  borough.  That  was  one  outcome 
of  it;  the  other  was  that  they  took  over  the 
street.  They  recognised  that  it  was  no  use, 
simply  because  an  evil  thing  had  been  done 
many  years  ago  by  the  owners  of  property,  to 
perpetuate  that  evil  by  refusing  to  care  for  the 
Mr*  Taylor 


sanitary  conditions  of  the  place.  -  It  waa  not 
logical  or  reasonable  that,  because  a  wrong  had 
been  done,  the  authorities  should  abandon  their 
duties.  The  local  authorities  should  see  that 
the  conditions  were  sanitai^,  and  the  only  way 
to  enforce  sanitary  conditions  was  to  put  the 
streets  under  the  control  of  the  local  autho* 
ritiea.  He  was  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Ashley  so  far  as  concerned  the  motive  that 
was  prompting  him,  and  the  general  principle 
involved  In  his  argument ;  but  there  were 
special  circumstances  in  conneotion  with  Wel- 
lington which  ought  to  be  taken  into  aooount. 
Cbristchurch  was  not  surrounded  by  the  same 
circumstances.  The  lungs  of  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington were  the  harbour  on  one  side  and  the 
sea  on  the  other.  Wellington  was  undoubtedly 
burdened  with  a  large  number  of  streets  thait 
were  a  disgrace  to  it ;  but  it  was  not  so  muoh 
the  narrowness  of  the  streets  that  threatened 
the  city  as  the  insanitary  character  of  some  of 
the  habitations  and  the  lack  of  drainage.  As 
to  drainage,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  had  very  well  observed,  the 
city  was  attacking  that,  and  attacking  it  in  a 
very  thorough  manner.  When  the  question  of 
sanitation  was  settled  so  far  as  drainage  was 
concerned,  the  evils  connected  with  narrow 
streets  would  be  muoh  reduced.  He  would 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  tho 
Bill  whether  he  would  be  prepared  to  amend 
the  Bill  in  Committee  by  limiting  its  applioa- 
tion  to  the  streets  that  were  in  use  and  formed 
before  the  Corporations  Act  came  into  exist- 
ence? 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  said  he  waa  satisfied 
that,  with  the  view  the  House  at  present  took 
of  the  question,  there  was  little  chance  of  hia 
getting  the  Bill  carried,  and  so  he  would  say 
Yes. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  prepared  to  allow  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
to  be  limited  to  streets  formed  before  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  came  in.  He  thought 
the  concern  of  the  House  should  be  more  in 
the  direction  of  getting  extended  powers  for 
looal  authorities,  that  would  enable  them  to 
determine  not  only  the  width  of  a  street,  but 
the  area  of  land  that  should  be  attached  to 
each  dwelling-house  and  the  nature  of  the 
structure.  And  even  more  necessary  than  that 
was  the  power  for  looal  bodies  to  demolish  in- 
sanitary buildings. 

Mr.  MOPvRISON.— Insert  it  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  they  could  not  insert  a 
provision  like  that  in  a  local  Bill,  and  with  hia 
long  experience  in  Parliament  he  thought  the 
honourable  member  for  Caversham  should  have 
known  that.  The  question  had  been  raiaedf 
How  were  they  to  stop  the  making  of  these  un- 
satisfactory streets  ?  It  was  no  new  question ; 
it  had  been  threshed  out  by  every  looal  govern- 
ing body  in  the  colony  for  a  long  time,  and  he 
had  a  conviction  that  the  only  way  to  stop  their 
formation  was  to  amend  the  law  referring  to  the 

4  SO     '^Sis^'&^'OQ  ^^  titles,  so  as  to  make  it 

*    impossible  for  the  authorities  to  iaaae 

a  certificate  of  title  for  any  section  of  land  that 

abutted  on  a  street  less  uian  66  ft.  wide,  pso- 
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^ded  the  street  had  been  formed  sinoe  the  paas- 
mg  of  the  Munioipal  Gorporationa  Act.  Stop 
the  ifleue  of  titles  tor  these  seotions,  and  then 
the  landowners  wonld  recognise  that  they  oould 
not  dodge  the  provisions  of  the  Munioipal  Cor- 
porations Act,  because  they  would  be  unable  to 
get  a  title  for  the  land.  He  would  not  allow 
« title  to  be  granted  unless  certain  conditions 
were  oomplied  with.  Such  a  provision  might 
-easily  be  made.  As  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  Gity  had  declared  his  willing- 
ness that  this  BiU  should  practically  take  the 
same  form  as  the  Napier  Bill  and  the  Lyttelton 
Bill,  he  would  not  oppose  the  second  reading. 
He  had  always  been  opposed  to  narrow  streets. 
In  Sydenham  he  had  for  two  years  protested 
^igainst  the  outting-up  of  a  large  property  there 
because  of  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the 
proposed  streets.  In  this  particular  case  he 
recognised  that  there  were  streets — such  as 
those  running  through  from  Manners  Street, 
4md  other  streets ^which  this  Bill  sought  to  get 
hold  of.  These  narrow  streets  were  very  largely 
used  both  by  foot-passengers  and  wheel  tra&o, 
and  they  were  not  properly  kept.  They  ought 
to  be  under  the  control  of  the  local  authorities ; 
«nd  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  not  so  much 
to  penalise  the  property-owners  as  to  remedy 
the  existing  unsatisfactory  saniteury  conditions, 
4aid  effectively  bar  the  greed  of  property -owners 
from  perpetuating  the  evils  complained  of. 
He  hoped  the  Bill  in  its  amended  form  would 
be  allowed  to  pass  into  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  (Marsden)  was  rather 
surprised  to  hear  from  the  remarks  of  the  last 
speaker  how  easy  it  was  to  be  pleased.  Because 
-the  honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
told  (hem  he  was  prepared  to  accept  certain 
amendments  the  honourable  gentleman  evi- 
dently sat  down  with  the  intention  of  support- 
ing his  Bill.  He  (Mr.  Thompson)  did  not  wish 
to  say  one  word  with  a  view  of  interfering  with 
the  wishes  and  desires  of  the  people  of  Wel- 
lington so  far  as  improving  their  city  was 
concerned,  but  this  was  not  the  first  time  be 
had  had  to  denounce  the  conduct  of  the  Wel- 
lington City  Council  in  reference  to  the  laying- 
off  of  narrow  streets.  H  this  Bill  was  intended 
only  to  repeal  the  mistakes  that  had  occurred 
previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act  he  would  not  object  to  it. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Make  it  so. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  said  the  evil  they  com- 
plahaed  of  was  going  on  now.  If  ever  a  Bill 
was  introduced  in  that  House  that  could  fairly 
be  designated  as  a  *'  fat  man's  Bill "  this  was 
the  one.  What  was  the  position  with  regard 
to  the  City  of  Wellington  ?  In  going  over  the 
City  of  Wellington  they  found  that  speculators, 
or  "  fat  men  "  if  they  liked  to  call  them  so,  were 
'buying  np  town  sections  all  over  the  city,  and 
were  ontting  them  up  into  the  smallest  sections 
possible,  and  laying  off  the  narrowest  streets 
they  possibly  oould.  And  what  did  they  do 
then?  They  brought  influence  to  bear  upon 
the  Gity  Council,  and  they  actually  got  per- 
)miation  to  do  this.  So  long  as  they  were  able 
to  make  money  out  of  the  purchase  of  these 
idooks  of  land,  after  cutting  them  np  into  the 


smallest  possible  sections,  with  narrow  lanes 
to  them,  they  did  not  care  one  straw  what 
happened  to  Wellington;  and  he  was  sorry 
to  say  the  Wellington  City  Corporation  was 
doing  all  it  could  to  allow  the  ** fat  man" 
to  do  so.  They  laid  off  nothing  but  slums 
and  back  lanes  from  the  earliest  period  in 
Wellington  up  to  within  the  last  twelve 
months.  Only  eighteen  months  or  two  yean 
ago  he  called  attention  to  what  was  taking 
place  in  Hobson  Street,  where  not  only  were 
the  streets  very  narrow,  but  small  sections 
were  laid  off.  There  they  saw  the  evil  going 
on  now,  and  under  this  Bill  they  proposed  to 
give  power  to  the  City  Council— the  very  men 
who  were  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  **  fat 
man  "—to  declare  the  whole  of  these  lanes 
public  streets.  What  would  be  the  result  if 
they  passed  this  Bill  ?  The^  would  be  helping 
these  men  to  sell  their  sections  at  the  present 
time.  They  were  not  public  streets  now,  aud 
the  City  Council  were  not  bound  to  take  them 
over,  therefore  they  did  not  care  whether  they 
got  fancy  prices  for  the  sections  fronting  those 
private  streets  or  not;  but  so  soon  as  the 
House  passed  this  Bill  making  these  nar- 
row lanes  public  streets  they  played  into 
the  hands  of  the  "  fat  man,"  and  enabled  him 
to  make  larger  profits.  Unless  some  prompt 
aotion  was  taken  by  the  House  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  kind  of  thing,  in  another  twenty 
years  Wellington  would  be  one  of  the  most 
miserable  towns  in  existence,  for  when  the 
population  increased  it  would  become  a  hot- 
bed of  filth  and  disease.  The  evil  would  only 
be  perpetuated  by  passing  Bills  such  as  this ; 
and  if  this  were  to  be  done  in  Wellington  it 
would  be  done  in  other  places.  He  must  sav, 
however,  he  did  not  know  of  another  city  m 
the  colony  where  this  state  of  things  existed. 
There  appeared  to  be  in  Wellington  a  ring  of 
persons — he  did  not  know  them  individually, 
nor  did  he  know  anything  about  them,  and  he 
was  loath  to  say  anything  personal  against 
any  one— but  there  was  a  ring  of  speculators, 
whoever  they  were,  in  this  town  who  had 
sufficient  influence  to  get  the  City  Council  to 
do  anything  they  wanted.  Some  two  years 
ago  he  had  made  inquiries  privately  through 
citizens  and  found  out  how  this  state  of  things 
came  about. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb.— lAre  you  thinking  of 
shifting  down  here  ? 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  said  he  was  generally 
in  Wellington  longer  than  he  cared  to  be.  The 
statement  made  to  him  was  this:  that  there 
was  a  certain  ring  of  land- speculators  in  this 
town  who  worked  together,  and  they  were 
mixed  up  with  certain  flrms  of  auctioneers, 
who  worked  with  them,  and  this  ring  could 
positively  get  the  City  Council  to  do  anything 
they  wanted.  If  any  one  except  these  two 
rings  of  land  agents  and  owners  attempted  to 
cut  up  a  block  of  land  they  were  pounced  upon 
at  once.  That  was  what  he  was  informed 
existed  in  Wellington ;  and  he  was  sure  the 
honourable  member  would  not  knowinc^y  assist 
that.  But  he  oould  assure  the  honourable 
member  that  this  Bill  would  have  that  reanlt. 
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It  would  be  playing  into  the  hands  of  that  venr 
class  of  men  who  ought  not  to  be  enoonragea, 
because  such  a  state  of  things  as  was  going 
on  in  Wellington  was  a  disgrace  to  any  city. 

Mr.  CABSON  (Wanganui)  said  the  object  of 
this  Bill  was  to  enable  all  tne  private  streets  in 
Wellington  which  had  been  laid  out  during  the 
last  twelve  years  to  be  declared  public  streets. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Twelve  years  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  Act. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  there  was  a  provision  in 
the  Aot  of  1886  to  enable  the  Council  to  declare 
private  streets  public  streets. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  is  the  necessity 
for  this  Bill? 

Mr.  CABSON  said  he  hardly  knew ;  but  there 
was  the  power  he  had  mentioned  in  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  of  1886.  Clause  266  of 
that  Act  read  as  follows : — 

**  The  Council  may,  by  special  order,  with  the 
consent  of  the  owner,  by  deed,  declare  any 
private  street  laid  out  within  a  borough  prior  to 
the  coming  into  operation  of  *  The  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  Amendment  Act,  187b,'  to 
be  a  public  street,  notwithstanding  that  such 
private  street  is  of  any  less  width  than  forty 
feet,"  €t  ceUra. 

As  to  sanitary  powers  in  respect  of  private 
streets,  clause  293  of  the  same  Act  provided 
that  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  might  **  direct 
the  owner  of  any  private  street  or  right-of- 
way,  or  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  land  or 
building,  within  the  borough  .  .  .  effec- 
tually to  clean  and  purify  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  any  premises  attached  thereto, 
or  to  abate  any  nuisance  thereon."  Then, 
there  was  a  provision  with 'regard  to  drain- 
age in  clause  264,  which  said,  in  respect  of 
owners  of  land  or  buildings  abutting  on  pri- 
vate streets,  **  Every  such  owner  shall  be  liable 
for  the  construction,  repair,  and  drainage  of  so 
'  muoh  of  such  private  street  as  lies  between  his 
laud  and  the  middle  line  of  such  street." 
The  one  thing  a  Council  could  not  do,  and 
which  it  nearly  always  did,  was  to  make  these 
streets  and  keep  them  in  repair.  The  owners 
were  supposed  to  do  that.  The  difficulty  now 
was  that  if  they  passed  this  Bill  it  would  be 
an  encouragement  to  future  owners  to  make 
streets  too  narrow  and  trust  to  this  House  to 
legalise  them.  If  the  difficulty  could  be  settled 
once  and  for  all  the  Bill  might  be  allowed  to 
pass.  As  it  was,  he  did  not  know  that  he 
would  oppose  the  second  reading.  Possibly 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  it 
would,  in  Committee,  introduce  a  clause  that 
would  safeguard  the  position ;  but  unless  that 
were  done  he  would  oppose  it  altogether. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIB  (Motueka)  said  he  was 
surprised  at  the  attitude  of  some  honourable 
members  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  The  Bill  had 
been  twice  before  the  House:  once  in  1895, 
when  it  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Duthie,  and  on 
that  occasion  a  motion  had  been  moved  when 
the  Bill  was  in  Conmiittee,  **  That  the  Chair- 
man leave  the  chair."  He  did  not  believe  in 
killing  any  member's  local  Bill  by  a  motion  of 
that  kind,  consequently  he  voted  against  it. 
At  the  same  time  he  had  no  sympathy  with 
Mr,  B.  Thompton 


the  Bill  then,  and  he  had  still  less  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  He  would  read  the  diviaion-liaK  of 
those  in  the  last  Parliament  who  had  voted 
for  that  motion,  and  it  would  be  seen  thai- 
a  considerable  number  of  those  who  voted 
for  that  motion  were  now  supporting  the 
Bill.  The  names  of  those  who  voted  for  the 
motion,  **  That  the  Chairman  leave  the  chair,'*' 
were  as  follow :  Messrs.  Carrqll,  Crowther,. 
Duncan,  Graham,  Hall-Jones,  Hogg,  Houston, 
Joyce,  W.  Kelly,  Larnach,  Lawxy,  McGowan, 
J.  McKensie,  McNab,  Meredith,  Morrison^. 
Millar,  Parata,  Pirani,  Seddon,  G.  J.  Sknith, 
Steward,  Tanner,  R.  Thompson,  T.  Thompson, 
Ward,  Mills,  Montgomery.  Those  were  th» 
names  of  the  honourable  members  in  the  last 
Parliament  who  voted  that  the  Bill  should 
be  killed.  It  will  be  interesting  to  note  how- 
they  will  vote  to-night.  Those  who  then  voted 
on  the  other  side  were  Messrs.  Duthie,  Heke». 
Lang,  Massey,  McGuire,  R.  McKensie,  and 
W.  R.  Russell.  Now,  he  was  going  to  say  a> 
few  words  in  reply  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  Suburbs,  who  said  thai 
honourable  members  seemed  to  take  a  special . 
delight  in  opposing  anything  that  concerned 
Wellington.  He  (Mr.  MoKenzie)  had  sup- 
ported every  measure  that  the  honourable- 
members  for  Wellington  City  had  brought 
before  the  House,  when  such  measures  were 
calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  (he 
citizens ;  at  the  same  time,  he  could  not  sup- 
port a  measure  of  this  kind.  As  had  been 
already  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wanganui,  there  was  legal  authority  to* 
allow  all  the  streets  in  existence  prior  to  the 
Act  of  1886  to  be  maintained  by  the  Corpora- 
tion. They  were  told,  however,  under  this 
measure  that  there  was  no  such  authority.  If 
they  were  to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind  to  apply  to> 
one  city,  would  they  not  be  wanted  to  make 
the  same  thing  apply  to  every  other  city  and. 
municipality  in  the  colony  ?  The  position  in 
Wellington  was  that  it  was  entirely  surrounded 
by  private  property,  and  this  Bill  proposed  to 
legalise  the  extension  of  the  present  lanes  and 
alley-ways  at  their  present  widths  on  to  such 
private  property  when  cut  up  for  building  pur- 
poses. He  thought  this  proposal  monstroae, 
unreasonable,  and  exceedingly  dangerous. 
Since  this  Bill  had  been  before  the  House  on 
a  previous  occasion  there  had  been  streeta 
made  in  Wellington  88  ft.  in  width.  That  was 
a  position  this  House  should  not  encourage 
or  even  allow.  The  tendency  of  legislation,  not 
only  here  but  in  every  other  country,  should  be 
to  widen  the  streets,  more  particularly  in  new 
countries  where  the  population  was  increasing* 
The  population  of  Wellington  was  now  only  a. 
small  percentage  of  what  ic  would  be  in  some 
years'  time,  and  if  they  wished  to  benefit  the 
community  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  see 
streets  were  made  66  ft.  wide  or  more.  In  fact*, 
if  the  House  had  done  its  duty  they  would  have 
insisted  that  every  building  that  was  pulled 
down  would  be  re-erected  so  far  back  that  in  a 
few  years'  time,  say  twenty  or  twenty-five  yeac8» 
the  streets  would  be  of  the  legal  regulation  width. 
They  had  been  told  that  they  hnA  UO  ifttei^. 
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in  Welluigtoo  at  all.  He  might  point  out  that 
•eyeiy  resident  and  taxpayer  in  the  colony  had 
a  great  interest  m  the  sanitary  condition  of 
Wellington.    Wellington  was  the  centre  of  the 

•  colony — the  capital— and  any  person  travelling 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  was 
almost  certain  to  pass  through  it.    As  a  rule, 

•  people  had  to  stay  here,  and  it  was  a  constant 
source  of  danger  to  the  health  of  any  person 
who  had  to  stay  here,  for  a  more  insanitary 
place  there  was  not  in  New  Zealand.  And 
they  were  now  asked  under  this  Bill  to  per- 
petuate that  state  of  insanitation.  If  this  were 
to  be  allowed,  in  the  way  the  city  was  situated 
now,   it  would  become  a  hotbed    of   disease 

^and  crime,  which  would  spread  to  the  rest  of 
the  colony.  He  hoped  the  honourable  mem- 
ber in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  recognise  that 
the  House  would  not  be  doing  its  duty  in 
•passing  this  Bill.  It  was  the  duty  of  every 
honourable  member  to  take  the  general  health 
of  the  community  into  consideration,  and  say 
that  the  BiU  should  go  no  further.  He  would 
support  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashley,  which  he  contended  was  a 
better  method  of  opposing  the  Bill  than  that 
adopted  in  1895,  when  it  was  allowed  to  pass 
its  second  reading  unopposed,  and  after  a  day 
had  'been  spent  on  it  in  Committee  it  was 
•Jcilied  on  a  motion  **  That  the  Chairman  leave 
the  chair." 

Mr.  SYMES  (Egmont)  wished  to  enter  a  pro- 
test against  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  and  to  say 
a  word  in  support  of  the  amendment.  If  they 
passed  this  measure  they  were  establishing  a 
very  dangerous  precedent.  In  his  opinion  any 
street  less  than  66  ft.  in  width  should  not  be 
allowed  in  any  city ;  anything  under  that 
width  was  filling  the  pockets  of  the  "  fat  man." 
As  far  as  one  could  see  of  Wellington,  it  went 
very  muoh  in  that  direction.  They  had  had, 
time  and  again,  the  senior  member  for  the  city 
denouncing  anything  in  the  shape  of  filling  the 
pockets  of  the  **  fat  man  " ;  they  had  also  had 
him,  time  and  again,  declaiming  about  that 
bogie — the  Governor  in  Council ;  yet  here  they 
had  him  attempting  to  pilot  a  Bill  through  the 
House  with  the  Governor  in  Council  running 
through  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON.— You  are  speaking 
on  the  wrong  Bill. 

l£r.  SYMES  said  they  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  water-supply  and  drainage  system  of 
Wellington.  In  his  opinion  the  question  of  the 
width  of  the  streets  was  just  as  important,  if 
not  more  so,  than  either  of  those  matters.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
said  other  members  spoke  against  everything 
that  was  proposed  in  the  interests  of  Wel- 
lington— that  other  members  had  no  interest 
in  Wellington.  He  (Mr.  Symes)  thought  the 
very  fact  of  their  being  in  Wellington  showed 
that  chey  had  an  interest  in  it,  and  they  had 
about  as  much  interest  in  the  sanitarv  condi- 
tion of  the  city  as  the  residents  of  Wellington. 
It  had  been  pointed  out  that  Wellington  was  a 
hot  bed  for  infectious  diseases,  which  spread  to 
•other  parts  of  the  colony.  It  had  been  said 
fthat  this  was  a  most  important  measure.  Why, 


every  measure  that  had  ever  been  introduced 
in  connection  with  Wellington  was  said  to  be 
a  most  important  measure.  In  fact,  some 
honourable  members  were  beginning  to  look 
upon  Wellington  as  the  whole  colony.  So  long 
as  he  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  that  House 
he  would  -oppose  the  introduction  of  such  a 
Bill  as  this.  He  would  support  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldlne)  rose  to  support 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashley.  The  Premier  said  there  might  be 
some  excuse  if  a  street  led  up  a  hill.  He  did 
not  think  that  was  any  excuse  for  making  a 
street  narrower  than  the  usual  width.  Mr. 
Duthie,  in  speaking  on  the  Bill,  said  that 
houses  had  been  built  on  land  abutting  on 
these  streets,  and  it  was  impossible  now  to 
remedy  the  evil.  It  was  said  that  since  that 
honourable  member  introduced  his  Bill  in  1895 
the  Corporation  had  been  continually  trans- 
gressing in  the  matter  of  narrow  streets.  He 
thought  that  all  private  owners  who  laid 
ou,t  townships  should  be  compelled  to  make 
over  roads  of  the  proper  dimensions  before  they 
were  allowed  to  sell  an  inch  of  land  abutting 
on  these  streets.  It  was  the  duty  of  every 
local  body  to  see  that  that  was  done.  There 
was  no  doubt  that,  in  this  instance,  Welling- 
ton had  transgressed.  It  had  also  been  said 
that,  because  the  House  had  previously  passed 
Bills  in  favour  of  Napier  and  Lytteltoa,  they 
should  continue  to  pass  such  measures.  If  the 
exception  was  made  in  the  case  of  Wellington, 
they  would  have  to  continue  making  exceptions 
with  respect  to  other  towns.  And  because  they 
had  made  a  mistake  in  one  or  two  instances, 
that  was  no  reason  why  they  should  continue 
to  make  mistakes.  He  was  astonished  at  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
that  afternoon.  He  seemed  like  a  petted  child. 
The  honourable  member  said,  *'  Let  us  alone : 
what  business  have  you  to  come  up  here  and 
interfere  with  our  doings  in  Wellington?'* 
The  honourable  member  very  often  put  his 
foot  down  on  matters  which  did  not  apply  to 
the  City  of  Wellington,  and  he  (Mr.  Flatman) 
considered  honourable  members  had  just  as 
much  right  to  put  their  foot  down  on  mat- 
ters concerning  Wellington.  He  thought  the 
honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  when 
he  got  the  hint  from  the  Local  Bills  Committee, 
should  have  amended  the  Bill  in  the  manner 
he  now  proposed  to  do. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  (Nelson  City)  said,  this  was 
one  of  a  class  of  Bills  which  frequently  came 
before  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  and  which 
were  uniformly  dealt  with  as  this  one  had  been. 
If  it  were  allowed  to  become  law,  the  House 
would  immediately  have  a  plethora  of  the 
same  kind  of  Bills  from  all  parts  of  the  colony. 
There  were  other  parts  of  the  colony  which  had 
just  as  large  a  claim  as  Wellington  to  have 
existing  narrow  streets  dealt  with  in  this  way. 
A  somewhat  similar  proposal  by  the  Lyttelton 
Corporation  had  been  rejected  last  year.  He 
thought  the  continuation  and  construction  of 
these  narrow  streets  should  not  be  encouraged. 
One  honourable  member  had  said  that  the 
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Hnnioipal  Oorporfttions  Aot,  olauBe  265,  already 
allowed  prWate  streets  to  be  taken  over.  The 
bononrable  member  evidently  meant  to  infer 
that  these  streets  could  be  taken  over  no 
matter  what  their  width  was,  or  when  they 
were  constrtioted.  It  was  true  that  the 
clause  mentioned  provided  that  by  a  special 
order  the  Corporation  might  declare  any  pri- 
vate street  to  be  a  public  street;  but  the 
following  clause  of  the  Act— No.  266— clearly 
indicated  that  such  power  only  applied  in 
reference  to  private  streets  laid  out  within  a 
borough  prior  to  the  coming  into  operation  of 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  Ainendment 
Aot  of  1878,  and  no  such  power  was  given  by 
the  consolidating  Aot  of  1886.  What  was  the 
definition  of  a  '*  private  street,"  as  defined  by 
*'  The  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1886  '*  ?  A 
private  street  meant  any  highway  which  might 
be  made  through  private  property  but  which 
was  intended  for  the  use  of  the  general  public, 
and  the  width  of  a  private  street  was  defined  as 
being  not  less  than  66  ft.  The  present  Bill 
would  enable  the  Corporation  of  Wellington  to 
take  over  streets  possibly  half  that  width,  or 
any  width,  however  narrow  it  might  be.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  great  evil  if  such  so-called 
streets  were  allowed  to  be  taken  over  by  cor> 
porations  and  perpetuated  as  a  public  nuisance ; 
and  it  would  be  still  worse  if  power  were  given 
to  continue  their  construction  in  the  future,  as 
was  asked  for  in  the  Bill.  He  would  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashley,  so  as  to  prevent  that  being  done. 

gQ  Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON  (Wellington 
City)  said  it  was  necessary  first  of  all 
that  he  should  put  himself  right  with  the 
^jocal  Bills  Committee.  Certain  members  had 
charged  him  with  showing  discourtesy,  if  not 
contumacy,  to  that  Committee. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— No. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  said  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  denied  that,  but  probably  he  did 
not  hear  the  utterances  of  all  the  members 
who  had  spoken.  One  member  had  told  him 
he  had  deliberately  insulted  the  Committee; 
that  was  the  language  used  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversbam.  Unfortunately,  he 
was  not  present  when  the  Bill  was  before 
the  Local  Bills  Committee,  owing  to  more 
urgent  duties  on  other  Committees,  but  he 
beBeved  that  had  he  attended  before  that 
Committee  the  report  might  not  have  been 
80  adverse.  In  protest  against  the  report 
of  the  Committee  he  would  say  nothing  more 
than  that  he  believed  he  could  show  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  House  some  extra  reasons  why 
the  Bill  should  be  allowed  to  proceed,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  reasons  that  were  urged  before  the 
Local  Bills  Committee.  The  Premier  had  told 
the  House  that  recently,  and  even  at  the 
present  moment,  permission  had  been  given 
oy  the  City  Corporation  to  open  up  private 
streets  which  were  less  than  66  ft.  in  width. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— He  said  they  were  tacitly 
allowing  it. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  said,  Well,  he  would 
inform  the  honourable  member  for  Caversham 
that  no  land  could  be  subdivided  in  Wellington 
Mr.  Oraham 


withont  the  pennlssion  of  the  local  body,  «>• 
that  there  was  no  tacit  or  surreptitious  arrange- 
ment whatever— it  was  all  open  and  public- 
It  was  not  the  fact  that  since  1886  the  Cor- 
poration had  given  permission  to  any  individual 
10  open  up  any  street  that  they  would  be  en* 
abled  under  this  Bill  to  take  over.    There  were 
things  which  appeared  incomprehensible  until^ 
they  had  the  key,  and  he  admitted  that  righta- 
of-way  had  been  allowed  by  the  City  CounciV 
that  could  not  come  within  the  interpretation 
of  this  or  any  other  Act,  and  therefore  they 
could  not  be  taken  over  as  streets  by  the  Cor- 
poration even  if  this  Bill  were  allowed  to  become- 
law.    In  every  case  the  arrangement  was  that^ 
the  line  of  building  abutting  on  the  right-of-way- 
must  be  38  ft.  distant  from  the  centre  of  the 
right-of-way  ;  but  the  burden  of  the  complainta 
they  had  heard  that  afternoon  had  been  that^ 
not  only  had  the  forefathers  of  Wellington  done 
wrong,  but  that  the  present  day  and  generatioiv 
were  perpetuating  the  evil,  and  that  they  were 
actually  trading  on  the  possibility  of  getting 
legislation    through    the   House    that    would 
enable  the  Council  to  take  over  any  narrow 
streets.     But  such  was  not  the  case.    Only  in 
a  few  cases  had  permission  been  given  to  make^ 
streets  less  than  66  ft.  wide,  and  those  excep- 
tional   streets   were    on    the    hillside,   where- 
vehicular  traffic    could    not   possibly  go.    In 
every  case,  he  repeated,  the  rule  was  that  the 
building  abutting  on  the  right-of-way  should 
be  at  least  38  ft.  from  the  central  line  of  the 
right-of-way.      He    was  no  apologist  for  the 
construction  of  slums,  and  he  did  not  want 
to  see  them  perpetuated.    He  wanted  to  see 
those  now  in  existence  wiped  out  altogether. 
Was  there  anything  in  the  Bill  proposing  to 
perpetuate  that  slum  system  ?    Was  there  any 
proposal  in  the  Bill  (hat  would  create  new 
slums  ?    Did  the  Bill  not  tend  to  the  ultimate 
abolition  of  the  existing  evU?     If  there  wa» 
any  proposal  that  did  not  tend  in  that  direc- 
tion ne  was  perfectly  willing  to  eliminate  it^ 
from  the  Bill.    He  did  not  think  it  was  neces- 
sary' to  reply  to  all  the  insinuations  and  in- 
nuendoes that  had  been  thrown  at  him.    He- 
could  afford  to  disregard  them.    Those  who 
knew  him  were  aware  that  he  could  so  treats 
what  had  been  said,  and  those  who  did  not 
know  him  he  did  not  care  a  rap  for.    There 
had  been  a  lot  of  false  sentiment  thrown  round 
the  House  to  the  effect  that  the  Wellington. 
Corporation  could  be  worked  by  building  specu- 
lators, and  that  all  sorts  of  jobbery  were  aided  - 
and  abetted  by  that  body.     No  doubt,  the 
Corporation  had  many  weaknesses  and  faults, . 
but  to  those  who  said  that  they  lent  them- 
selves to  the  perpetration  of  corruption  and 
jobbery  he  hurled  back  the  statement  in  their  - 
teeth.    One  member  of  the  House  had  worked 
himself  into  a  state  of  passion  over  the  evils  he 
said  were  being  done  to  the  community ;  but  it  - 
appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Hutcheson)  that  the 
honourable  member's  only  regret  was  that  ha 
was  not  in  with  the  ''fat  man"  and  the  specu- 
lators.   The  House  should  really  give  the  Bill ' 
the  consideration  it  deserved.    As  to  clause  2» . 
he   would   say  that  its  op^ation   might  bft> 
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feskrioted  to  Buoh  rights-of-way  and  private 
itreets  ae  were  made  prior  to  1886.  That  was 
a  priidlege  that  had  already  been  granted  to 
other  parts  of  the  colony,  and  the  same  privi- 
lege should  be  granted  to  Wellington.  Then  he 
woold  offer  no  objection  to  the  elimination  of 
the  olaose  asking  power  to  extend  existing 
rights-of-way  at  present  less  than  66  ft.  wide. 
That  woold  leave  in  the  Bill  only  one  power — 
namely,  chat  enabling  the  Corporation  to  take 
over  BQoh  rights-of-way  and  private  streets  as 
were  made  prior  to  1886.  By  giving  the  (Corpo- 
ration this  power,  the  House  would  be  enabling 
them  at  the  same  time  to  give  the  people 
sanitary  conditions,  and  to  remove  that  "  slum- 
dom  "  that  honourable  members  had  been  so 
eloquent  in  inveighing  against.  At  present 
these  slums  oould  not  be  said  to  be  in  a  sani- 
tary oondition,  but  if  the  civic  authorities  were 
iUiowed  to  take  possession  of  them  a  much 
better  state  of  affairs  would  be  brought  about, 
to  the  great  benefit  of  the  people.  If  the 
House  refused,  however,  to  allow  the  civic 
authorities  to  take  over  the  administration 
of  those  streets,  the  result  would  be  that 
existing  evils  would  not  be  minimised,  and 
the  oonditions  surrounding  the  people  would 
not  be  made  more  sanitary.  Was  the  House 
going  to  hold  the  Bill  back,  to  allow  terms 
to  be  made  with  the  Corporation?  Were 
they  going  to  say  to  the  Corporation  that  they 
would  not  be  allowed  to  take  the  streets  over 
till  they  agreed  to  make  them  all  66  ft.  wide  ? 
II  eo,  in  the  meantime  the  sore  was  going  on, 
and  the  evil  effects  were  being  felt  by  those 
who  passed  along  the  streets,  sniffing  the 
effluvia  from  the  drains  and  so  forth.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ashley  was  practically  burking  the  Bill, 
because  the  matter  was  one  that  if  put  off 
now  would  be  certain  to  come  again ;  but  if 
the  measure  was  restricted  to  roads  made 
before  1886  there  could  be  no  reason,  senti- 
mental or  otherwise,  urged  agunst  it.  If 
honourable  members  would  silow  the  Bill 
to  go  into  Committee  they  could  put  such  re- 
striotions  in  it  as  would  preclude  the  pos- 
sibility of  any  street  less  than  66  ft.  wide 
being  foisted  on  the  Corporation  in  the  future, 
90  lonfl  as  it  was  fixed  that  such  a  pro- 
vision aid  not  apply  to  streets  made  prior  to 
1886.  And,  he  said,  in  common  justice,  in 
even -handedness,  in  consonance  with  ore  ce- 
dent already  on  the  statute-book,  the  City  of 
Wellington  ought,  at  least,  to  have  equal 
authority  to  that  extended  to  Napier  and  to 
Lyttelton.  The  House  surely  could  not  refuse 
that  meed  of  justice,  and  if  other  things  were 
eliminated  from  this  Bill,  he  asked  at  the 
bands  of  the  House  no  more  privileges  than 
had  been  given  already  in  other  parte  of  the 
oolony.  He  was  not  making  an  unreasonable 
request.  He  had  been  told  that  there  was 
iJready  authority  for  a  corporation  to  take 
over  private  streets  which  were  made  prior  to 
1886.  Aoeording  to  clause  232  of  the  Huni- 
cipal  Corporations  Act  of  1886,  it  was  laid  down 
that  *'  Every  street,  or  private  street,  laid  out 
in  any  borou^^  shall  not  be  less  than  66  ft. 


wide,  measured  at  right  angles  to  the  course 
thereof."  His  law  on  the  matter  had  been 
questioned.  He  had  the  written  opinion  of 
one  who  had  a  very  responsible  duty  in  ad- 
vising the  Corporation,  the  City  Solicitor,  who 
said  that  **The  Council  cannot  legally  take 
over  any  private  street  laid  out  between  1878 
and  1887  unless  it  is  40  ft.  wide,  nor  any 
private  street  laid  out  since  1887  unless  it  is 
€6  ft.  wide.'*  He  had  heard  it  said  that  after- 
noon  that  they  did  not  need  this  Bill  at  all  if 
they  only  asked  for  such  powers  as  he  was  now 
asking  for.  He  said  they  did  need  it,  and  he 
was  asking  it  now  because  it  had  been  given  to 
other  parts  of  the  oolony  under  exactly  similar 
conditions  to  those  under  which  he  was  asking 
for  it.  He  was  williog  to  eliminate  altogether 
clause  8  of  the  Bill,  dealing  with  the  necessity 
for  continuing  the  extension  of  streets  at  their 
original  width  though  the  streets  were  less  than 
66  ft.  He  was  willing  that  that  clause  should 
be  struck  out  altogether,  and  he  was  willing 
also  to  restrict  the  taking  over  of  streets  of  lesa 
width  than  66  ft.  to  those  made  prior  to  1886. 
He  submitted  that,  in  the  face  of  that  an- 
nouncement, the  House  ought  in  all  fairness  ta 
allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  the  Committee  stage, 
and  to  give  it  the  consideration  he  asked  for 
was  a  simple  act  of  fair-play.  There  surely 
oould  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  that.  Thera 
had  been  a  great  deal  of  waste  sentiment  that 
afternoon — a  lot  of  namby-pamby,  mawky  senti- 
mentalism  about  the  intentions  of  the  **fat 
man  '*  and  his  agent,  and  what  Wellington  waa 
intending  to  do,  and  insanitation,  and  per- 
petuation of  evils  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 
There  might  have  been  Bills  that  that  sort  of 
argument  would  have  been  applicable  to,  but 
on  this  paltry  one-clause  Bill  now,  that  asked 
the  House  to  allow  the  Corporation  to  put  in 
decent  order  streets  that  through  force  of  cir- 
cumstances  could  in  no  other  way  be  dealt 
with,  there  had  been  a  lot  of  irrelevant  **  gush  "^ 
let  loose  about  slums,  insanitation,  jobberv,. 
"  fat  man,"  and  that  sort  of  thing.  He  could 
not  help  thinking  that  members  were  having 
an  afternoon  out,  and  were  letting  themselvea 
loose  on  an  innocent  Bill,  brought  in  by  one  of 
the  humble  members  for  Wellington  City.  Ha 
hoped  that  the  House  would  agree  at  least  to 
allow  the  Bill  to  go  into  Committee,  and  ffiva 
him  that  small  shred  remaining  of  it  as  had 
been  given  to  other  parts  of  the  oolony. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 
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Amendment 

negatived,  and  Bill    read    the 

second  time. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  BOROUGH  RESERVES 
AND  STREET  EXCHANGES  BILL. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki)  said  this  was  a  Bill 
to  exchange  reserves,  which  were  situate  in 
the  Borough  of  New  Plymouth,  and  which 
were  held  by  the  Mayor,  Counoiilors,  and  Bur- 
gesses. The  object  of  the  Bill  was  really  to 
widen  a  street.  It  was  necessary,  in  order  to 
widen  a  certain  street,  to  make  certain  ex- 
changes of  land  held  by  the  Mayor  and  Coun- 
cillors in  trust  for  two  separate  purposes,  and 
in  order  to  widen  this  street  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  authorise  the  exchange  of  land  held  for 
one  purpose  for  land  of  equal  value  reserved 
for  another  purpose.  As  a  great  portion  of  this 
Bill  was  in  the  schedule,  he  would  refer 
honourable  members  to  the  schedule,  by  which 
they  would  see  for  what  purpose  each  piece  of 
land  was  reserved,  and  for  what  other  purpose 
it  was  proposed  to  be  taken.  He  begged  to 
move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

EAST    COAST    NATIVE    LAND    BOARD 
BILL. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki),  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  had  the 
honour  to  present  petitions  in  favour  of  this 
Bill  signed  by  1,802  residents  of  Poverty  Bay 
and  the  East  Coast;  also  from  the  County 
Council  of  the  County  of  Cook ;  also  from  the 
Borough  Council  of  Gisbome;  and  also  from 
the  Gisbome  Harbour  Board.  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  Bill  on  the 
present  occasion,  because  he  thought  it  was  a 
Bill  which  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee.  He  therefore  moved  the 
second  reading  pro  format  intending  to  follow 
it  up  by  moving  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  asked  whether,  as 
this  Bill  was  one  affecting  the  Natives,  it  had 
been  printed  in  Maori. 

Major  STEWARD  believed  it  had  been.  In- 
structions were  given  to  that  effect. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee. 

LITTLE    RIVER    DOMAIN    BOARD    EM- 
POWERING  BILL. 
Hr.   MONTGOMERY  (EUesmere)  said  he 
would  not  speak  at  any  length  in  moving  the 


second  reading  of  this  Bill.  It  was  simply  » 
local  Bill  authorising  the  Little  River  Domain 
Board  to  sell  or  exchange  certain  reserves  they 
held,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  more  suitable 
land  for  recreation  purposes.  The  area  of  one 
piece  of  land  was  60  acres  2  roods,  and  the  other 
lot  consisted  of  200  acres,  more  or  less.  These 
lots  were  held  for  recreation  purposes,  and 
they  wanted  to  dispose  of  these  lots  and  obtain 
more  suitable  land  for  the  purpose.  One  piece 
was  a  shingly  flat,  and  the  other  was  hilly  land 
too  far  away  to  be  of  any  use. 

Mr.  HERRIES  (Bay  of  Plenty)  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  have  given  the 
House  a  fuller  explanation.  This  was  a  ques- 
tion of  selling  some  land  and  buying  more  land. 
The  House  had  no  information  whether  the 
land  was  for  recreation  purposes  or  for  racing 
purposes. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  said  "recreation 
purposeB." 

Mr.  HERRIES  said  Ihey  were  not  told  who 
reserved  them,  or  when  they  were  reserved. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  they  were  managed 
by  the  Board  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
reserves.  There  was  no  alteration  of  the  irusl 
at  all. 

Mr.  HERRIES  asked  if  the  Board  had  been 
appointed. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said.  Yes  ;  and  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  himself. 

Mr.  HERRIES  asked  if  the  local  bodies 
agreed. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  the  local  bodies 
were  not  interested. 

Mr.  HERRIES  said  it  was  a  question  whether 
they  should  allow  a  Bill  with  such  limited  in- 
formation as  they  had  to  go  through.  These 
little  Bills  were  let  through,  and  then  they 
found  out  they  bad  made  a  great  mistake. 
Petitions  came  up  from  people  who  had  not 
been  consulted  and  knew  nothing  about  it,  and 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  was  slipped  through.  Of 
course,  it  might  be  said  that  it  had  been 
advertised  ;  but  sometimes  papers  did  not  cir- 
culate amongst  all  the  people  interested.  li 
might  be  found  that  a  cemetery  was  wanted, 
and  there  was  no  land  available,  and  ng  land  at 
disposal  suitable  for  an  education  grant.  Re- 
creation -  grounds  were  sometimes  used  for 
racecourses,  and  probably  it  would  be  found 
the  only  proper  place  at  Little  River  for  a  race- 
course had  been  taken.  The  House  had  no 
information  as  to  where  thif*  land  was  situated. 

Mr.  SMITH.— On  the  hillside. 

Mr.  HERRIES  said.  Yes,  they  heard  so  now, 
but  they  had  not  been  told  anything  about  it 
before. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Kaiapoi)  said,  although 
he  thought,  under  ordinary  ciroum- 
stances,  perhaps  they  should  not  object  to  a 
Domain  Board  disposii^g  of  a  property  for  good 
reasons— such,  for  instance,  as  the  property 
being  unsuitable  for  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  reserved— still  they  ought  to  be  particularly 
careful  when  giving  that  permission  that  the 
money  was  invested  in  some  other  properties  for 
a  similar  purpose.  Tiie  Bill  before  the  House 
did  not  go  in  that  direction.    The  money  to  be 
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raised  by  the  aaXe  of  these  properties  might, 
-under  the .  provisions  of  clause  i,  be  spent  in 
building  a  pablic  hall,  laying  down  tennis- 
-ooorts  and  oricket-pitohes,  and  for  improving 
the  property  for  recreative  purposes.  Still,  it 
appeared  to  him  thlit  if  they  were  going  to 
allow  a  reserve  to  be  set  aside  for  public  pur- 
poses, and  these  Boards  got  control  of  them 
and  sold  them,  and  used  the  money  in  this 
direction,  they  were  simply  subsidising  these 
different  local  bodies  and  giving  them  public 
money  for  really  local  purposes.  He  con- 
tended that  if  money  was  required  for  the 
improvement  of  these  properties  it  should  be 
laised  locally.  Once  the  colony  had  made  re- 
-serves  for  recreation  purposes  and  placed  them 
uoder  the  control  of  Domain  Boards  there  should 
be  no  difficulty  in  raising  sufficient  money 
locally  to  improve  these  properties,  and  he 
thought  they  ought  to  be  particularly  careful 
when  empowering  these  Boards  to  part  with 
these  properties  to  see  that  the  money  was 
used  in  purchasing  other  properties  that  might 
be  suitable.  The  honourable  gentleman  in 
•charge  of  the  Bill  had  told  them  that  the 
property  was  unsuitable  for  the  purposes  for 
which  the  reserve  was  made  in  the  first  place. 
So  far  as  that  was  concerned,  if  the  Board 
wished  to  dispose  of  it  and  spend  the  money 
in  purchasing  a  more  suitable  property  he  had 
no  objection,  but  certainly  he  did  object  to  the 
money  being  spent  in  the  way  indicated  in  this 
Bill,  and  he  thought  the  House  should  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  understand  that, 
while  they  were  willing  to  assist  the  passing  of 
the  Bill,  the  money  should  be  spent  only  in 
the  direotion  of  getting  a  suitable  reserve  in 
perhaps  a  more  accessible  position  in  the 
nonourable  gentleman's  district.  He  did  not 
feel  disposed  to  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  but  when  the  Bill  was  passing  through 
Committee  he  should  certainly  oppose  as  far 
as  possible  the  clause  in  the  Bill  which  gave 
power  to  the  Board  to  spend  money  in  laying 
down  tennis-courts  and  cricket-pitches. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Christchuroh  City)  said  this  Bill, 
while  harmless  in  itself,  and  no  doubt  neces- 
sary,'pointed  to  a  most  extraordinary  state  of 
things  existing  in  the  past.  The  Township  of 
Little  River  was  situate  in  a  valley,  and  the 
people  there,  wishing  a  recreation  reserve, 
applied  to  the  Government  in  the  usual  course, 
and  the  Government,  in  its  wisdom,  was  pleased 
to  make  two  reserves.  One  of  them  would 
appear  to  be  situate  on  the  top  of  some  ap- 
parently rough  and  rugged  hills  about  five  or 
six  miles  away  from  the  township,  and  the 
other  recreation  reserve  was  Rituated  no  less 
than  twenty-five  miles  away  from  the  town- 
ship, down  by  Taumutu. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said.  No ;  it  was  down 
by  Lake  Forsyth,  on  the  Spit. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said.  Well,  he  would  call  it  seven 
miles.  It  did  not  matter  whether  it  was  seven 
miles  or  seven  hundred  miles,  it  was  equally 
ioaccessible  for  the  purposes  of  a  recreation 
reserve  lor  the  people  of  Little  River.  Now, 
he  quite  reoognised  the  wisdom  of  the  honour- 
able member  in  wishing  to  sell  these  two  blocks 


of  scenery,  and  to  acquire,  if  possible,  a  pieoe 
of  land  which  would  be  situate  somewhere  near 
the  township,  and,  so  far  as  that  portion  of 
the  Bill  was  concerned,  he  would  support  it. 
But  it  appeared,  by  clause  4  of  the  BUI,  that 
after  the  Board  had  sold  this  country — and 
they  would  not  get  much  for  it — they  might, 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  money,  ereot 
on  the  laod  that  they  buy  with  it  **  a  publio 
hall  with  suitable  appliances," — he  was  sure 
be  did  not  know  what  suitable  appliances 
were,  —  **and  may  lay  down  tennis-courts, 
cricket-pi tohes,  and  such  other  appliances  for 
recreation  purposes  as  they  may  deem  desir- 
able." So  far  as  tennis-courts  and  crioket- 
pitohes  went,  of  course  these  were  such  appli- 
ances, as  he  supposed  they  must  call  them,  as 
they  would  expect  to  find  on  a  recreation  re- 
serve; but  a  public  hall,  he  thought,  was  an 
undertaking  altogether  foreign  to  the  purposes 
of  the  original  Act.  Of  course,  they  all  knew 
what  a  publio  hall  was  wanted  for.  It  was 
wanted  for  dancing,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself  no  doubt  wanted  a  building  in 
which  he  could  address  his  constituents.  He 
believed  there  was  no  such  convenience  at 
present  in  Little  River.  At  present  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  to  stand  on  a  stump — 
sometimes  in  the  rain  —  and  be  naturally 
wanted  a  hall,  so  that  when  speaking  he 
could  say,  **  Even  here  is  evidence  of  my 
assiduous  attention  on  behalf  of  the  district." 
But  he  (Mr.  Lewis)  contended  seriously  that 
the  erection  of  a  public  ball  was  not  contem- 
plated bv  ''The  Public  Reseives  Act,  1881," 
under  which  the  Domain  Board  wm  consti- 
tuted. They  all  knew  that  in  country  districts 
there  was  always  a  demand  for  a  ball  for  the 
purpose  of  dancing,  because  he  was  sorry  to  say 
some  School  Committees  took  such  a  narrow 
view  of  their  responsibilities  that  tbey  would 
not  always  grant  the  use  of  the  school,  and 
some  of  them  had  gone  so  far  as  to  build 
schools  with  graded  floors.  If  the  honourable 
member  got  this  hall  he  would  be  out  of  his 
difficulty,  and  so  would  not  be  anxious  to 
assist  others  bringing  in  Bills  aiming  in  the 
same  direction;  therefore  he  contended  the 
proper  course  for  the  honourable  member  to 
take  would  be  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  th* 
Public  Reserves  Act,  and  grant  all  Domain 
Boards — not  only  the  Little  River,  because  that 
Board  should  not  be  a  monopolist — power  to 
ereot  public  halls  if  they  thought  fit.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  see  his  way  to  frame  a  clause  which 
would  make  this  power  to  erect  halls  have  full 
application.  If  so,  he  would  be  happy  to  co- 
operate with  the  honourable  gentleman;  if 
not,  he  would  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose  the 
erection  of  this  public  hall. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Caversham)  would  have 
liked  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere, 
in  introducing  this  BiU,  to  have  explained  'its 
provisions  more  fully ;  but  the  honourable 
gentleman,  in  the  three  or  four  minutes  he  had 
before  the  half- past  five  adjournment,  led  the 
House  to  believe  that  it  was  a  simple  little  Bill 
with  nothing  in  it.    It  was  a  mere  matter  of 
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'form,  and  he  did  not  enter  into  any  arguments 
or  advance  any  reasons  for  introducing  the 
Bill,  and  he  misled  the  House  accordingly. 
He  (Mr.  Morrison)  had  been  indebted  to  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Plenty  for 
raising  objection  to  the  method  in  which  the 
honourable  member  had  introduced  the  Bill, 
and  when  he  heard  those  objections  he  had 
looked  at  the  Bill  very  carefully ;  and,  if  the 
House  also  examined  it,  he  did  not  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  had  much 
hope  of  getting  the  Bill  through  that  session. 
Wnat  did  the  Bill  propose  to  do  ?  It  proposed 
to  deal  with  certain  reserves  which  had  been 
handed  over  by  the  Governor  in  Oouncil  to  the 
Little  River  Domain  Board,  and  which  that 
Board  found  now  that  it  could  not  utilise 
in  the  manner  it  was  intended  they  should 
be  used  when  the  reserves  were  set  apart. 
Those  reserves  were  for  recreation  purposes. 
They  stated  now  they  were  unsuitable  for  re- 
creation purposes,  and  it  was  proposed  by  this 
simple  measure  to  get  the  necessary  authority 
to  sell  these  lands,  which  had  been  made  an  ab- 
solutely free  gift  to  them  by  the  colony — and  for 
what  ?  He  thought  if  they  looked  at  clause  4 
they  would  see  the  real  intention  of  the  Little 
Biver  Domain  Board,  and  what  the  honourable 
member  who  introduced  it  wished  to  get  by  it. 
He  wished  to  erect  a  public  hall,  with  suitable 
appliances;  and  the  nonourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis)  wanted  to  know 
what  the  words  '*  suitable  appliances  "  meant. 
Now,  he  supposed  that  in  connection  with  a 
public  hall  it  would  require  to  be  properly 
equipped,  and  he  presumed  it  would  sometimes 
be  required  for  dancing  purposes.  If  that  was 
BO,  then  they  would  require  a  piano,  which 
might  be  termed  one  of  the  appliances.  He 
asked  if  it  was  advisable  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  colony  that  the  Government  should  pro- 
vide reserves  for  recreation  purposes,  and  for 
the  body  in  whom  these  reserves  were  vested 
to  come  to  that  House  afterwards  and  ask  for 
permission  to  sell  them  to  invest  the  pro- 
oeeds  in  pianos.  He  did  not  think  the  House 
ever  intended  that  such  a  power  should  be 
granted.  Not  only  that,  but  this  Board  were 
going  to  lay  down  tennis-courts  and  cricket- 
pitches,  and  they  would  also  have  to  erect  a 
pavilion  in  which  the  ladies  could  be  enter- 
tained at  afternoon  tea  when  they  went  to 
admire  the  Little  River  cricketers.  But  if  it 
were  found  that,  after  erecting  a  public  hall, 
and  tennis* courts,  and  cricket-pitches,  suffi- 
cient means  of  recreation  had  not  been  pro- 
vided for  the  few  inhabitants  who  lived  in  that 
isolated  portion  of  Canterbury,  the  Little  Biver 
Domain  Board  were  still  prepared  to  ask  for 
authority  to  provide  other  games.  Might  he 
suggest  to  the  honourable  member  that  he 
should  provide  for  the  laying -down  of  a 
bowling-green,  in  order  that  they  might  have 
another  way  of  passing  a  pleasant  afternoon ; 
while  as  a  further  suggestion,  as  bicycles  were 
the  rage  of  the  colony  now,  the  Board  might 
lorm  a  oicyole-track.  The  honourable  member 
for  Awarua  would,  no  doubt,  support  him  in 
regard  to  that  suggestion.  Then,  again,  they 
Mr  MorrUon 


knew  that  in  that  portion  of  the  counter  the> 
frosts  were  very  keen,  and  why  should  the^ 
honourable  member  not  go  in  for  that  grand 
old  game  of  curling  ?  Why  should  the  Bill 
be  confined  to  cricket  -  pitches  and  tennis- 
courts  ?  In  these  modern  times  the  ladies  of 
the  land  had  got  the  parliamentary  franchise,, 
and  it  was  proposed  to  give  them  a  vote  in 
municipal  matters,  and  they  should  be  catered 
for  as  well  as  the  men,  and  the  advantages 
sought  to  be  conferred  by  the  Little  River 
Domain  Board  should  not  be  confined  to  the 
male  portion  of  the  community.  He  waa 
afraid,  however,  the  honourable  member  had 
not  given  the  ladies  that  attention  he  ought  to- 
have  done.  These  were  a  few  points  that  had 
struck  him  in  glancing  through  the  Bill,  and 
he  thought  the  honourable  member  should 
have  explained  the  measure  more  fully  when 
he  brought  it  before  the  House.  They  knew 
perfectly  well  that  the  area  of  the  land  that  the 
Domain  Board  wished  to  sell  and  convert  waa 
some  262  acres ;  and  was  that  House  going  to- 
give  a  Board  of  that  description  power  to  sell 
262  acres  of  land  that  had  been  vested  in  them 
by  the  Crown  for  a  specific  purpose  in  order 
that  the  proceeds  might  be  devoted  to  the  pur- 
chase of  pianos  and  such  other  appliances  aa- 
might  be  deemed  necessary?  He  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  give  the  House 
more  information  in  his  reply.  He  would  not 
say  he  was  going  to  oppose  the  Bill,  but  if  the 
honourable  gentleman's  reply  was  not  of  a- 
satisfactory  character  he  should  feel  bound,  in 
the  public  interest,  to  oppose  the  passing  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata)  thought  they  must 
feel  great  admiration  for  the  audacity  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  in  introduc- 
ing with  such  brevity,  indifference,  and  with  suoh 
nonchalance,  the  measure  that  had  been  forced 
upon  them  that  afternoon.  He  was  sure  that 
if  a  less  important  Bill  than  this  had  been  in- 
troduced by  any  other  honourable  member  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  have  been  making 
strict  inquiries  and  asking  all  kinds  of  ques- 
tions; he  would  have  been  anxious  to  know 
the  "  why  "  and  "  wherefore,"  and  justly  so» 
too.  The  difficulty  the  honourable  gentleman 
found  himself  involved  in  in  regard  to  this 
measure  was  the  natural  punishment  for  his 
impudence  and  audacity  in  trying  to  intrude 
a  measure  with  such  coolness  into  that 
House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
must  withdraw  that  expression.  You  cannot 
be  allowed  to  impute  impudence  to  a  member 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  MONK  would  withdraw  it  and  apply 
milder  language.  How  he  came  to  apply  chat 
term  was  in  this  way:  He  had  known  some 
saucy  girls  to  use  that  expression  in  a  playful 
sense,  and  he  did  not  consider  it  objectionable. 
The  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  was  a 
bachelor,  and  he  thought  perhaps  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  understand  the  expres- 
sion. But  he  did  not  use  the  expression  with 
any  intention  of  transgressing  the  rules  of  that 
honourable  House.    Knowing,  as  he  did,  how 
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ponotilioas  the  honourable  member  was  in 
matters  of  etiquette,  and  especially  in  exacting, 
ae  be  had  experienced,  very  ample  explanation 
of  all  measures  that  came  before  that  House, 
he  would  ask  htm  to  remember  a  passage  of 
Shakespeare,  where  Ophelia  reminded  her 
brother  in  language  such  as  this : — 
Bnt,  good  my  brother, 

Do  not,  as  borne  ungraoioua  pastors  do, 

Bhow  me  the  steep  and  thorny  way  to  Heaven ; 

Whilst,  like  a  puffd  and  reckless  libertine, 

Himself  the  primrose  path  of  dalliaBoe  treads. 

And  reeks  not  his  own  rede. 
The  phraseology  of  this  Bill  was  replete  with 
doubt.  There  was  no  limit  to  its  application ; 
there  was  no  precision  in  the  measure ;  but  a 
most  objectionable  ambiguity  in  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  language  in  regard  to  the  last 
clause :  he  affirmed  to  himself  to  provide  cricket- 
pitohes,  halls,  beautiful  walks,  and  all  suitable 
appliances  for  recreation.  That  included  foun- 
tains, with  ice-creams,  fancy  fixings,  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing— deMcacies,  in  fact ;  but  there  was 
something  else  underlying  the  proposition  of 
this  measure,  and  he  desired  to  warn  the  House 
against  entertaining  it  for  a  moment.  And 
while  he  might  feel  disposed,  out  of  his  native 
generosity,  to  do  his  utmost  to  help  the  honour- 
able member  to  carry  through  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  suspecting  that  its  purposes  were  in  the 
matrimonial  interests  of  the  Little  River  com- 
munity, yet  at  the  same  time  he  felt  the  House 
would  not  be  justified  in  passing  the  measure 
as  it  stood,  nor  could  he  give  that  assistauce 
which  he  desired  to  do  unless  the  honourable 
gentleman  gave  them  more  information  than 
ihey  bad  yet  received  from  him.  In  fact,  he 
(Mr.  Monk)  believed  that  this  Bill  was  but  the 
reflection  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  lotus- 
eating  bachelors  of  EUesmere  to  lead  the  Little 
Biver  belles,  in  the  language  of  the  poet,  slightly 
altered,  **  to  a  palace  lifting  to  eternal  summer 
its  marble  walls,  from  out  a  glossy  bower  of 
coolest  foliage,  musical  with  birds  whose  songs 
shonld  syllable  their  names.  At  noon  they'd 
ait  beneath  the  arching  vines  and  wonder  why 
earth  could  be  unhappy  while  Heaven  still  left 
them  youth  and  love.  They'd  have  no  friends 
that  were  not  lovers,  no  ambition  but  to  excel 
them  all  in  love.  They'd  read  no  books  that 
were  not  tales  of  love,  that  they  might  smile  to 
tiiink  how  poorly  eloquence  of  words  translated 
the  poetry  of  hearts  like  theirs.  When  night 
eame,  amidst  the  breathless  heavens,  they'd  sit 
and  choose  what  star  should  be  their  home 
when  love  became  immortal,  while  the  per- 
fumed light  would  steal  through  mists  of  ala- 
baster lamps,  and  every  air  be  laden  with  the 
sighs  of  orange  groves  and  music  from  sweet 
hitea  and  murmurs  of  low  fountains  that  gushed 
forth  i'  the  midst  of  roses." 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
must  sit  down  when  the  Speaker  rises.  If  he 
was  to  oontinue  to  speak  he  must  address  him- 
self to  the  Bill.  At  present  he  regretted  to  say 
that  he  appeared  to  be  making  a  burlesque  of 
their  proceedings. 

Mr.  MONK  merely  wished  to  show  the  ample 
powers  given  in  this  Bill  to  spend  money  in  any 
way  for  leoreataon  pocposes  the  Little  River 


Domain  Board  might  desire,  and  he  had  onir 
been  describing  the  magnificent  balk  which 
under  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  it  was  quite  pos- 
sible for  them  to  erect;  and  be  hoped  that 
Mr.  Speaker  would  not  oonsider,  although  he- 
had  indulged  in  a  rather  exaggerated  an^ 
hyperbolical  description  of  the  Bill,  that  he- 
was  lending  himself  to  anvthing  in  the  nature 
of  burlesque,  but  would  allow  him  the  license- 
of  an  imaginative  method  in  bringing  home 
the  clauses  of  the  Bill  to  the  consciousness  and 
the  susceptible  mind  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber. He  begged  Mr.  Speaker  to  extend  some" 
indulgence  towards  him  while  he  impressed 
upon  the  House  the  liabilities  imposed  upon 
them  if  they.  i>ermitted  the  waste  of  publio- 
money  which  might  take  place  if  they  allowed 
this  Bill  to  pass  through  with  the  scant  and' 
indefinite  language  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  introduced  into  its  clauses. 

Mr.  B.  MoKENZIE  (Motueka)  was  quite 
sure  honourable  members  had  listened  with* 
great  interest  and  considerable  amusement  to  • 
the  comical,  poetical,  and  verbal  entertain- 
ment they  had  just  listened  to  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitemata.  It  was  difficult 
to  distinguish  whether  his  chivalrous  poetical 
quotations  and  gallant  sentiments  should  be 
expected  from  a  Don  Quixote  or  a  Don  Juan. 
He  would,  however,  assure  honourable  gentle- 
men that  there  was  room  for  the  exercise  of 
great  care  in  dealing  with  the  clauses  of  this 
Bill.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  not  a 
matter  to  be  burlesqued  or  treated  with  levity. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  matter  of  consider- 
able importance  to  the  people  of  this  colony. 
They  all  knew  how  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere  was  noted  for  verbosity  and  versa- 
tility, and  yet  on  this  occasion  he  evidently 
wanted  to  force  this  Bill  through  the  House 
without  giving  members  the  slightest  informa- 
tion about  it.  This  was  a  matter  in  which  all 
the  people  of  the  colony  were  interested.  Pub- 
lic domains  were  not  made  for  one  par- 
ticular locality.  They  were  not  made  solelv 
for  a  particular  select  set  in  the  borough 
or  district  in  which  they  were  situated,  but 
were  for  the  benefit  and  general  use  of  the 
whole  community.  For  instance,  if  he  went 
to  this  particular  place,  and  the  honourable 
member  gave  an  assembly  there,  he  expected 
to  have  the  right  and  privilege  of  entering  any 
public  domain  there  without  let  or  hindrance. 
Under  the  Public  Domains  Act  of  1881  there 
was  no  provision  made  to  build  a  spacious 
public  ball  in  a  public  domain,  or  to  lay  down 
cricket- pitches  and  tennis-courts,  and  make  a 
charge  to  the  public  for  admission,  and  exercise 
the  privilege  of  saying  who  should  be  allowed 
to  go  to  these  particular  reserves.  That  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  at  all ;  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  this  Parliament,  nor, 
probably,  was  it  the  intention  of  the  Provincial 
Oouncil,  which  first  of  all  established  these  re- 
serves. He  would  like  the  honourable  member 
for  Biccarton  to  give  them  bis  opinion  about 
these  262  acres  of  public  reserves  at  Little 
River.  An  Order  in  Oouncil  was  made  in  1891, 
and  another  Order  in  Oouncil  in  1892,  dealing , 
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^ith  fchis  particular  piece  of  land.  He  believed 
the  honourable  member  for  Biooarton  was  at 
that  particular  time  the  member  for  EUesmere, 
.And  he  would  like  that  honourable  gentleman, 
therefore,  to  enlighten  the  House  so  far  as 
these  262  acres  were  concerned.  As  far  as  he 
•could  gather  from  listening  to  the  very  brief 
.remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
mere,  that  honourable  gentleman  had  told 
them  nothing.  He  thought  he  had  sufficient 
tpower  in  the  House  to  enable  the  Bill  to  be 
slipped  through  by  telling  them  nothing  in 
particular.  But  he  (Mr.  McRenzie)  was  not 
prepared  to  accept  anything  of  the  kind.  In 
-fact,  be  was  prepared  to  object  to  the  Bill 
going  through  until  he  had  got  sufficient  in- 
formation and  explanation  to  assure  himself 
that  it  would  be  in  the  public  interest.  He 
was  there  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  it  was  his  duty  to 
protect  their  interests — not  merely  the  interests 
of  one  particular  borough  or  village,  but  the 
interests  of  the  whole  oommuni^.'  Every 
public  domain  belonged  to  the  whole  com- 
munity, and  not  to  any  particular  portion 
of  the  community.  But  to  go  and  bur- 
lesque the  matter,  as  had  been  done  by  an 
honourable  member  opposite,  was  most  im- 
proper; it  was  not  a  matter  for  burlesque  or 
levity.  It  was  a  matter  for  the  House  to  take 
into  serious  consideration,  whether  they  were 
going  to  allow  262  acres  of  land  which  had 
been  reserved  for  the  people  of  the  colony  to  be 
sold  or  transferred.  And  the  people  who  wanted 
to  get  it  into  their  control  must  have  some 
capital  in  hand  already,  for  they  intended 
building  a  public  hall  with  suitable  appli- 
ances. If  there  was  a  necessity  for  such  a 
thing,  why  did  not  the  honourable  member 
assist  from  his  own  pocket  in  building  a  hall  ? 
Other  honourable  members  had  to  do  that. 
For  instance,  during  the  last  twelve  months  he 
(Mr.  B.  McKenzie)  had  assisted  in  building  a 
number  of  public  halls  in  various  parts  of 
his  district.  Why,  therefore,  should  not  the 
honourable  member  for  EUesmere  put  his 
hands  in  his  pocket  and  give  substantial 
assistance  towards  the  building  of  this  hall 
if  it  was  so  much  needed?  He  would  like  to 
meet  the  honourable  gentleman  in  that  public 
hall  if  he  was  going  to  have  an  assembly  or 
a  social  there,  and  he  was  sure  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  glad  to  entertain  any 
members  of  the  House  who  might  go  there,  but 
at  the  same  time  it  must  not  be  done  at  the 
expense  of  the  rest  of  the  colony.  This  was 
not  a  local  matter,  but  a  colonial  matter,  and 
they  should  not  therefore  allow  the  reserve  to 
he  transferred  without  any  reason  whatever, 
except  what  they  might  see  in  the  Bill,  which 
was  as  clouded  as  it  could  possibly  be  drafted. 
The  House  had  been  furnished  with  no  reason 
why  this  should  be  done.  There  were  other 
phases  of  this  question  that  he  would  like  to 
get  information  upon.  For  instance,  they  had 
not  been  told  whether  the  Standing  Orders  of 
the  House  had  been  complied  with,  and  they 
had  not  been  told  whether  the  Bill  had  been 
advertised  for  three  consecutive  weeks  in 
Mr,  R.  McKemie 


the  local  newspaper.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber ought  also  to  have  plans  of  all  the  sections 
proposed  to  be  dealt  with,  so  that  honourable 
members  might  examine  them.  But  they  had 
no  information  whatever.  In  fact,  if  there  was 
any  member  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee 
present  in  the  chamber  now  it  was  his 
duty  to  say  whether  they  had  reported  to  the 
House  that  the  Bill  should  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed. In  his  opinion,  it  should  not  be  allowed 
to  proceed  further  without  better  information 
beiog  afforded  them  than  they  had  got  at  the 
present  time.  As  far  as  he  knew,  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  this  Bill  were  not  part  of  the 
duties  of  Domain  Boards.  Their  special  func- 
tion was  to  look  after  the  public  reserves  under 
their  supervision.  No  doubt  Little  River  in  the 
course  of  time  would  become  a  large  city,  and 
it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  have  these  262  acres 
taken  away  from  the  public  for  the  special  pur- 
pose of  making  tennis-grounds  and  cricket- 
pitches,  and  erecting  halls  for  the  special  en- 
tertainment and  enjoyment  of  the  select  few 
at  Little  River  to  the  exclusion  of  the  whole 
community ;  because  they  must  remember 
under  the  clauses  of  this  Bill  they  would 
be  charged  whatever  the  select  few  chose  to 
ask  for  admission  to  this  privileged  place. 
It  was  a  very  wrong  thing  to  do,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  never  agree  to  do  it 
without  some  special  and  satisfactory  reason 
being  given.  If  there  was  some  special  reason, 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  quoted  as  a  precedent 
for  taking  away  the  rights  of  the  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony.  It  was  like  a  Bill  that 
they  had  already  had  before  them  that  day, 
which  proposed  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
the  people.  He  could  not  call  it  anything  else 
than  taking  away  the  rights  of  the  masses  for 
the  special  benefit  of  the  select  few.     Tiiat 

Q  Q  was  a  position  he  did  not  think  the 
House  would  assent  to.  He  hoped  the 
honourable  member,  in  reply,  if  he  had  good 
grounds  for  doing  so,  would  make  out  a  case  why 
his  Bill  should  pass,  and  would  give  them  hie 
reasons,  otherwise  he  should  vote  against  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christchurch  City)  thought  that 
honourable  members,  in  dealing  with  the  BiU, 
had  neglected  to  read  its  provisions,  and  asked 
that  he  might  be  allowed  a  minute'  or  two  to 
draw  attention  to  what  were  really  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill.  First,  the  recital  stated  the 
reserves  at  present  held  by  the  Board  had  been 
vested  for  recreation  purposes,  and  that  before 
these  reserves  could  be  disposed  of  the  Board 
had  to  get  the  consent  of  the  Gk>vemor  in 
Council.  He  was  amazed  that  honourable 
gentlemen  who  generally  supported  the  Gover- 
nor in  Council  appearing  in  Bills  should  not 
think  this  was  quite  the  correct  thing.  As 
they  had  been  told,  the  Ok>vemor  in  Council 
was  the  Premier,  and  he  was  amazed  at  those 
honourable  members  having  any  objection  to 
the  Oovernor  in  Council  exercising  tbe  powers 
under  this  Bill.  The  Bill  provided  that  the 
present  reserves  should  be  sold  or  exchanged 
for  others  more  suitable.  As  the  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere  explained  in  moving  the 
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teocmd  reading,  one  of  these  reserves  was  a  sixty- 
aore  block  on  a  hillside  that  oould  not  possibly 
be  used  for  reoreation  purposes,  for  he  under- 
stood the  land  was  so  steep  that  it  would  be 
difficult  for  some  of  them  who  were  not  aoous- 
tomed  to  hill-riding  to  ride  a  horse  over  it. 
Members  ought  to  reoognise,  at  all  events,  that, 
so  far  as  reoreation  purposes  were  conoemed, 
that  blook  was  absolutely  useless.  Then,  as  to 
the  two  hundred  acres,  it  was  a  shingle-spit  at 
Lake  EUesmere.  Did  the  honourable  member 
for  Gaversham  for  a  moment  suggest  that  the 
noble  Scotch  game  of  ourling  could  be  played 
on  a  sand-and- shingle  spit  ?  Any  honourable 
member  who  had  heard  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere  introduce  the  3111  must  re- 
cognise that  it  would  not  be  in  the  interests  of 
the  people  to  do  as  suggested  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka,  but  that  the  Bill  was 
really  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Little 
Biver.  He  was  himself  somewhat  interested 
in  that  district,  because  it  was  one  of  the  few 
localities  near  the  Oity  of  Ohristchurch  where 
there  was  some  natural  bush,  and  at  present 
there  was  practically  no  plaoe  at  Little  Biver 
where  the  people  in  the  City  of  Chris tohuroh 
could  go  without  getting  the  consent  of  private 
owners.  Looking  at  it  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Gaversham  even, 
it  woald  be  seen  that  oity  members  were  in- 
terested in  getting  suitable  reserves  at  Little 
Biver.  He  thought  this  should  also  command 
the  support  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Motueka;  for  if  that  honourable  gentleman 
went  down  to  Little  Biver  he  would  not  be 
able  to  enjoy  himself  on  the  recreation  re- 
serve there,  for  he  would  have  to  climb  a 
steep  hill  before  he  could  see  anything  or 
enjoy  himself  at  all.  When  the  reserves  were 
sold  or  exchanged  the  properties  acquired  were 
to  be  vested  in  the  same  trust  for  the  same 
purposes. 

An  Hon.  Mxmbsb. — What  about  clause  4  ? 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  surely,  as  they  had  money 
in  hand,  they  were  entitled  to  employ  it  in 
erecting  a  hall  for  the  locality.  It  was  all 
very  well  for  members  representing  city  and 
sobniban  constituencies  to  speak  in  con- 
temptuous terms  of  the  proposal  to  erect  a 
hall,  but  he  ventured  to  say  the  proposal  in 
the  Bill  would  commend  itself  to  members 
who  represented  country  constituencies  ;  and 
the  electors  of  EUesmere  were,  he  was  sure,  as 
wiUing  to  do  their  pare  towards  the  erection  of 
a  public  haU  as  were  any  people  in  the  colony. 
He  understood  that,  so  far  as  the  BiU  was 
conoemed,  its  mover  was  meeting  with  the 
usual  fate  of  those  who  introduced  local  Bills. 
He  had  himself  been  fortunate  with  his  BiU 
to-day,  and  he  sympathized  deeply  with  his 
friend  in  having  a  rather  stormy  time :  but 
he  reoognised  that  honourable  members  were 
going  to  let  the  BUI  through  in  the  end,  and 
that  in  the  eourse  of  perhaps  half  an  hour 
th^  would  see  the  reasonableness  of  the  Bill, 
and  let  it  go  to  a  second  reading.  If  members 
would  simply  read  the  BiU  through  and 
realise  what  it  meant  he  was  sure  the  second 
reading   would   be   granted,  and  hcmonrable 


members  oould  make  any  alteration  or  amende 
ment  in  it  they  thought  necessary  when  it- 
was  in  Committee.  He  should  certainly  sup- 
port the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB  (Auckland  City)  said  the 
last  speaker  had  said  very  much  what  he  had 
intended  to  say.  He  was  going  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  reserves  were  for  the 
purpose  of  reoreation,  and  that  it  was  desirable 
authority  should  be  given,  by  which  the  Board 
could  sell  or  exchange  them,  in  order  to  acquire- 
lands  more  suitable  for  recreation  purposes. 
He  oould  not  see  that  there  was  anything, 
wrong  in  that. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb.  —Bead  the  4th  clause. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB  said  he  had  read  the  4th  > 
clause : — 

**  The  Board  may,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the^ 
sale  of  the  reserves,  or  out  of  any  moneys  in 
their  possession  " — he  presumed  that  had  not 
come  out  of  the  reserves — ^*  erect  on  the  land 
so  vested  in  them  a  public  hall  with  suitable 
appliances,  and  may  lay  down  tennis-courts, 
crioket-pitches,  and  suoh  other  applianoes  for' 
recreation  purposes  as  they  may  think  de- 
sirable, and  they  may  make  such  regulations - 
for  the  fees  to  be  charged  for  such  hall,  and 
for  the  management  thereof,  and  of  such  ap- 
pliances-as  they  may  think  fit." 

That  was  exactly  what  was  done  in  every 
town.  They  had  a  oricket-ground  in  Auck- 
land, and  they  had  the  right  for  twenty  days 
of  every  year  to  charge  Is.  to  every  one  who 
went  on  it. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — You  cannot  sell  it. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB  said  they  did  not  want  to 
sell  it ;  and  the  desire  in  this  case  to  sell  the 
reserves  was  only  in  order  to  obtain  more  suit- 
able ones  of,  he  presumed,  the  same  value,  or 
of  greater  value  if  they  oould  possibly  manage 
it.  He  was  there  to  help  every  man  who  came 
up  with  a  local  Bill,  and  would  assume  he  was 
justified  in  bringing  it  into  the  House ;  for  the 
member  must  know  the  local  requirements, 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  was  his  duty  to 
help  him. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Bight  or  wrong  ? 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB  had  not  said  '*  right  or 
wrong."     If  the  honourable  member  was  pre- 

Eared  to  travel  right  or  wrong  on  those  lines 
e  (Mr.  Crowther)  was  not,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  often  found  travelling  in  a 
certain  manner  "  right  or  wrong."  Then,  if  it  - 
had  become  necessary  for  these  people  to  have 
a  haU,  why  should  they  not  have  it  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Out  of  the  proceeds  of ' 
the  land? 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB  said  he  had  not  said  **  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  land."  The  honourable 
member  was  trying  to  pick  him  up  before  he 
had  fallen ;  and  if  he  did  fall  that  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  a  pretty  hard  job- 
to  pick  him  up.  The  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  had  oome  in  for  <*half  an  hour," 
and  he  knew  what  was  up,  for  he  had  seen  him 
in  the  lobby  with  this  BiU  in  his  hand,  and 
realised  that  there  was  going  to  be  a  **  picnic." 
He  did  not  know  what  there  was  at  the  back 
of  this ;  bat  when  an  honourable  member  oam»> 
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with  a  pnvate  Bill  which  concerned  his  own 
district  only,  that  in  no  sense  affected  him- 
self or  those  whom  he  represented,  why  should 
he  oppose  it  ? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— It  affects  the  colony. 

Mr.  GROWTHEB  said  it  did  not  affect 
'Oaversham  one  bit.  The  Little  Biyer  people 
had  their  rights,  and  it  would  be  seen  m  the 
preamble  to  the  Bill  how  the  reserve  was 
acquired,  and  it  was  not  suitable,  evidently, 
ior  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  acquired. 

Mr.  K.  McKENZIE  aeked  why  it  was  re- 
served if  it  was  not  suitable. 

Mr.  GROWTHEB  said  it  was  very  Ukely  the 
only  piece  of  land  available  at  the  time ;  and, 
df  they  found  they  could  acquire  this  other 
piece  in  exchange,  was  there  anything  wrong 
in  that?  Why  should  they  be  so  envious  of 
■one  another?  He  was  bound  to  assume  the 
^honourable  gentleman  would  not  have  intro- 
duced this  Bill  if  'there  had  not  been  ample 
justification  for  it,  and  if  his  constituents  had 
not  requested  him  to  do  so.  If  an  honourable 
member  did  his  duty  honestly,  and  if  he  (Mr. 
Crowther)  could  see  nothing  wrong,  he  was 
prepared  to  help  him. 

Mr.  E.  O.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti)  was  not  pre- 
sent when  the  honourable  member  introduced 
the  Bill,  and  therefore  was  not  able  to  criticize 
what  he  said  in  explaining  its  provisions,  but 
from  the  remarks  of  other  members  it  appeared 
that  the  land  in  question  was  not  suitable  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  had  been  reserved,  and 
he  therefore  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  perfectly  justified  in  endeavouring  to  get 
authority  to  make  an  exchange  for  land  that 
would  be  suitable.  He  held  it  to  be  the  duty 
•of  the  House  to  give  facilities  to  local  bodies  to 
provide  a  recreation-ground  in  every  borough 
and  city  in  the  colony,  and  in  many  cases  it 
had  been  done.  If  his'memory  served  him,  the 
State  had  assisted  the  Borough  of  Sydenham  to 
obtain  a  valuable  recreation-ground,  and  he 
thought  it  was  a  very  justifiable  action.  He 
-was  of  opinion  that  the  Public  Domains  Act 
should  be  amended.  These  Domain  Boards 
should  be  elected  instead  of  being  nominated, 
as  they  were  at  the  present  time.  He  would 
support  tbe  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and 
when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  if  it  were 
found  that  the  land  asked  for  in  exchange  was 
.accessible  and  suitable  for  the  purposes  of 
recreation,  he  felt  sure  the  House  would  not 
withhold  its  consent  to  the  measure  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  in  that  part  of  the 
.<}olony. 

Mr.  GABSON  (Wanganui)  was  not  quite 
satisfied  with  clause  4.  Unfortunately,  he 
was  not  present  when  the  honourable  mem- 
ber moved  the  second  reading  of  his  Bill,  and 
therefore  did  not  hear  his  explanation.  How- 
ever, he  believed  the  objects  sought  to  be  ob- 
tained were  highly  desirable.  For  instance,  he 
thought  it  very  desirable  that  towns  should 
have  recreation  reserves,  that  they  should  have 
their  town  halls,  their  cricket-pitches,  their 
tennis-courts,  and  so  on,  but  he  did  not  know 
.that  it  was  desirable  that  they  should  sell  their 
.^reserves  in  order  to  obtain  money  for  these 
Mr.  Crowther 


purposes,  for  that  was  what  seemed  to  bo 
proposed  here.  If  this  was  done  they  would 
have  local  bodies  from  all  over  the  colony 
coming  here  next  session  and  asking  to  be 
allowed  to  sell  their  reserves  in  order  to 
obtain  money  to  build  public  halls,  and  to 
form  cricket-pitches,  cennis-courts,  and  such 
like.  He  thought  they  should  allow  the 
Bill  to  pass,  if  in  Oommittee  the  honourable 
member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  agree  to 
the  striking-out  of  the  words  **  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  reserves."  This  would 
enable  **  the  moneys  in  their  possession  "  and 
future  revenues  to  be  used  for  the  purposes 
mentioned,  but  would  not  allow  the  proceeils  of 
the  sale  of  the  land  to  be  so  used. 

Mr.  MA8SEY  (Franklin)  said  an  honourable 
member  a  few  minutes  ago  was  anxious  to 
know  whether  the  Standing  Orders  had  been 
complied  with.  He  thought  that  honourable 
member  had  not  read  the  Bill,  because  if  he  had 
done  so  he  would  have  seen  that  the  Local 
Bills  Oommittee  had  considered  this  measure 
and  had  reported  upon  it,  recommending  that 
it  be  allowed  to  proceed.  When  the  Local 
Bills  Oommittee  decided  that  the  Standing 
Orders  had  been  complied  with  their  duty 
ended.  It  remained,  then,  for  the  House  to 
deal  with  the  Bill.  This  Bill  at  first  sight 
appeared  to  be  a  modest  little  Bill ;  however, 
it  was  not  so  modest  and  simple  as  it  looked. 
It  was  really  an  important  Bill  dealing  with 
reserves  vested  in  the  Grown,  and  he  would 
like  to  know  whether  the  honourable  member, 
before  introducing  it,  had  consulted  the  Gk>- 
vernment  and  had  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  Grown  to  its  introduction.  He  hoped  the 
Premier  or  some  member  of  the  Government 
would  have  something  to  sav  on  the  subject. 
It  appeared  that  the  Little  Biver  people 
had  now  more  land  in  the  way  of  reserves 
than  they  knew  what  to  do  with,  and  they 
proposed  to  sell  this  particular  piece  of  land 
and  spend  the  money,  not  on  other  land, 
but  on  a  public  hall,  and  on  '*  tennis-courts, 
cricket-pitches,  and  such  other  appliances  for 
recreation  purposes  as  might  be  desirable." 
This  term  **  other  appliances  *'  was  very  good. 
What  did  it  mean  ?  It  might  mean  cricketing 
appliances,  or  football,  or  bowls,  or  perhaps 
they  intended  to  have  a  billiard-room  in  the 
public  hall,  with  a  billiard-table  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing.  Well,  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  people  of  Little  Biver  were  a 
very  enterprising  people,  and  that  they  were 
represented  by  a  very  enterprising  member. 
Of  course,  he  did  not  for  one  moment  object  to 
the  people  of  Little  Biver  being  supplied  with 
all  these  luxuries  so  long  as  the  people  he  (Mr. 
Massev)  represented  were  supplied  m  the  same 
way ;  but  until  the  Government  were  prepaied 
to  treat  them  all  alike  he  was  afraid  he  could 
not  support  this  BiU. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau)  said  the  discussion  on 
this  Bill  has  opened  an  important  subjeot,  and 
with  regard  to  the  first  clause  or  two  he  had 
no  fault  to  find  with  the  honourable  member 
for  EUesmere  for  having  introduoed  the  Bill* 
What  he  thought  was  wanted,  however,. was  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]        Little  Biver  Domadn        [HOUSE.]       Board  Empowering  BiU. 


Bill  to  be  broaght  in  by  the  Ooveniment  itoelf , 
^vine  extended  powers  to  all  our  Domain 
BoaroB  to  manage  these  reserves  throughout 
Uie  oolong  to  the  best  advantage.  At  the 
present  time  there  were  a  number  of  tihese 
recreation  reserves  whioh  were  only  recreation 
reserves  in  name.  He  could  mention  one  in  a 
similar  position  in  the  electorate  he  repre- 
sented. That  reserve  was  most  unsuitable  for 
the  purpose  required,  being  some  distance 
4kway  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  there- 
fore it  could  not  be  used  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  w^  granted,  and  it  had  been  let  for  a 
few  years  at  the  best  rental  that  could  be  ob- 
tained. !Now,  he  thought  tbat  a  short  amend- 
ment to  the  Public  Domains  Act  would  be  far 
better  than  any  private  measure,  as  it  would 
-  *PP^y  beneficially  to  a  large  number  of  places 
throughout  the  colony.  He  had  noticed  in 
the  GoMette  recently  a  large  number  of  sec- 
tions vested  in  various  Domain  Boards — some 

•  of  them  old  Boards  and  some  newly  constituted 
— ^hat,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  the  same  objection 
■applied  all  round — they  could  not  use  those 
reserves  to  the  best  advantage  and  in  the 
interest  of  those  people  they  were  set  apart 
for.  He  would  like  to  see  the  Government 
bring  in  a  measure  which  would  give  enabling 
powers  to  these  Boards,  and  let  them  carry  out 
Iheir  proper  functions  in  the  way  they  should 
be  able  to  do  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  He 
<did  not  agree  with  carrying  this  measure  so  far 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  had 
indicated ;  in  fact,  he  thought  in  Committee 
that  clause  3,  instead  of  providing  for  the  con* 

.  sent  of  the  Governor,  should  be  made  to  read 
"  the  Governor  in  Council,"  because  the  Go- 
vernment could  then  look  carefully  into 
the  matter,  and  might  be  able  to  see  that 
in  certain  oases  it  would  be  advisable  and 
necessary  to  make  the  exchange  in  cases  where 
the  land  was  unsuitable  for  the  purposes  indi- 
cated. And  clause  4  would  have  to  be  amended. 
The  reserve  he  specially  alluded  to  was  some 
four  miles  from  Blenheim,  and  a  petition  had 
been  sent  in  to  Ministers  some  months  ago  point- 
ing oat  how  unsuitable  it  was  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  set  apart,  and  tbe  Minister  of 
Lands  had  promised  to  bring  in  an  amending 
Act  this  session.  No  one  would  object  to  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  going  through  so  long  as  it  was 
kept  within  reaiionable  bounds,  and  did  not 
allow  the  money  received  from  the  sale  of  the 
land  to  be  spent  on  building  purposes  or  in  the 
various  wavs  that  had  been  pointed  out.  They 
should  build  and  improve  out  of  their  income. 
He  therefore  intended  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  as  it  could  be  improved  in 
Committee,  although  he  would  prefer,  himself, 
that  the  Govemmect  should  bring  in  a  Bill 
amending  the  Act  of  1881. 

Mr.  FliATMAN  (Geraldine)  did  not  know 
why  there  had  been  so  much  opposition  to  this 
Bill ;  it  seemed  to  be  a  very  smiple  one,  with 
the  exception  of  clause  4.  But  that  was  simply 
aCommHtee  objection.  The  honourable  gen&e- 
man  who  last  spoke  objected  to  the  Bill  be- 

•  cause  the  power  was  not  given  to  the  Governor 
in  Coonoil.    Bat  if  the  honourable  gentleman 


would  turn  to  the  Domains  Act  he  would  find 
that  power  was  vested  in  the  Governor,  and  the 
Domain  Board  could  not  legally  lease  any  por- 
tion of  their  reserves  unless  the  lease  was 
signed  by  the  Governor.  He  was  astonished 
to  hear  the  Premier  say  "  Hear,  hear  '*  when 
his  honourable  friend  on  his  right  spoke. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  never  opened  his 
lips  at  all. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said,  perhaps  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  spoken  in  his  sleep. 
But  he  would  relate  what  happened.  The 
honourable  gentleman  on  his  right  said  that 
all  Domain  Boards  should  be  elective,  and  the 
Premier,  he  understood,  said  "  Hear,  hear."  If 
members  would  turn  up,  Hansard  they  would 
find  that  he  (Mr.  Flatman)  had  been  trying  to 
get  the  Government  to  bring  in  a  measure  in 
this  direction  ever  since  he  had  been  in  the 
House. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Why  have  you  not  done 
it  yourself? 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  he  did  not  consider  it 
within  the  province  of  a  private  member;  it 
was  the  business  of  the  Government  to  do  it. 
The  only  fault  he  found  with  clause  4  was 
that  there  were  regulations  for  a  charge  to  be 
made.  If  the  Bill  was  passed  in  this  form  he 
thought  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
would  agree  with  him  that  the  Domain  Board 
would  be  able  to  charge  every  time  people 
entered  the  hall — it  would  be  in  no  way  free  to 
the  public.  That  was  not  the  spirit  of  the 
Domains  Act.  But  as  to  erecting  tennis-courts, 
cricket-pitches,  or  any  such  thing,  if  the  Do- 
main Board  chose  to  erect  them  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  they  were  at  liberty  to  do  so,  as 
the  present  Act  allowed  it  to  be  done.  Their 
accounts  were  audited  annually,  and  the  auditor 
would  not  pass  the  accounts  unless  the  money 
was  spent  in  a  legitimate  manner.  Clause  4 
could  be  amended  when  in  Committee,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  reuonable  in  other  ways. 
The  honourable  gentleman  pledged  his  word 
that  the  ground  they  now  bad  was  useless,  on 
account  of  being  on  a  hillside  or  out  of  the 
way. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — He  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said,  Well,  he  intended  to 
support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  if 
there  was  anything  wrong  in  section  4  it  could 
be  amended  in  Committee. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  (Nelson  City)  said  he  did  not 
see  any  objection  at  all  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  and  he  therefore  proposed  to  support 
it.  He  was  surprised  at  the  amount  of  oppo- 
sition that  had  been  recorded  against  it  at  this 
stage.  The  honourable  member  for  Motueka 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  Bill  had  een 
reported  on  by  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  and 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  in 
reference  to  its  being  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  B.  MoKENZIE  said  he  had  not  asked 
anything  of  the  kind.  He  wanted  to  know  if 
the  members  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee 
would  express  an  opinion  on  the  BiU  to  th* 
House. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  he  certainlv  understood 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  he  wanted  to 
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know  whether  the'  Committee  had  reported  on 
the  Bill,  and  what  their  recommendation  was 
regarding  it.  It  was  true  the  honourable 
member  had  been  absent  for  several  days,  bat 
the  heading  of  the  Bill  now  before  him  set 
forth  the  particulars  asked  for.  With  reference 
to  the  duties  of  the  Committee,  they  had  not 
the  power  to  stop  a  Bill  from  proceeding,  but 
it  was  their  duty  to  report  whether  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  had  been  complied  with.  They 
might,  also  suggest  amendments,  and  report 
upon  the  merits  of  any  BUI  if  they  thought  fit, 
bat  they  had  no  power  to  stop  the  Bill.  The 
object  of  this  Bill  was  a  comparatively  small 
one,  but  still  of  considerable  importance  to  the 
district  to  which  it  referred.  It  dealt  with  two 
reserves  now  vested  in  the  Town  Board  of  the 
Little  {liver  district  for  public  recreation  pur- 
poses. The  honourable  member  who  had 
charge  of  the  Bill  explained  to  the  Committee 
that  neither  of  these  reserves  was  in  such  a 
position  that  it  could  be  used  for  the  purpose 
for  which  both  of  them  had  been  granted,  and 
it  was  desired,  therefore,  that  the  loceJ  body 
should  have  power  to  sell  the  present  reserves 
and  apply  the  money  to  other  purposes.     As 

OQQ  far  as  the  Bill  provided  for  giving 
*  '  power  to  dispose  of  these  reserves  he 
quite  agreed  with  it,  but  as  regarded  clause  4, 
which  set  out  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
proposed  to  apply  the  money,  he  certainly  did 
not  agree  with  that.  But  that  was  a  detail 
which,  if  the  House  thought  fit,  could  be 
altered  when  the  Bill  went  into  Committee. 
His  own  opinion  was  that  authority  should  be 
given  to  the  Board  to  dispose  of  the  present  un- 
suitable reserves ;  but  the  entire  proceeds  should 
be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  land  in  a  suitable 
locality  for  exactly  the  same  purpose  as  the 
original  reserves.  He  thought  the  proceeds 
should  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  reserve 
for  general  recreation  purposes.  If  that  were 
agreed  to  he  would  support  the  Bill.  It  could 
not  be  maintained  that  the  application  of  the 
money  to  the  building  of  a  hall,  or  the  con- 
struction of  a  tennis-ground  or  cricket-pitch, 
would  be  carrying  out  the  object  for  which  the 
reserves  were  granted,  which  was  to  provide 
places  for  public  recreation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said,  as  regarded 
the  general  principle  of  interchanging  reserves 
of  land  suitable  for  recreation  purposes,  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  that.  It  might  be  that 
the  lands  were  entirely  unsuitable  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  set  apart,  and  so 
long  as  it  was  an  exchange  of  land  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  it,  because  there  was  no 
departure  of  principle.  But,  even  in  that  case, 
it  should  not  he  done  if  you  were  taking  the 
land  from  one  part  of  the  district  where  the 
inhabitants  could  enjoy  it,  and  the  land  you 
were  taking  in  exchange  was  in  another  part, 
away  altogether  from  the  original  reserve.  If 
the  people  could  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
reserve,  or  if  the  land  was  unsuitable  for  re- 
creation purposes,  that  would  be  a  good  ground 
for  exchange.  In  exchanging  land  you  wanted 
to  be  careful,  because  if  you  were  buying  land 
at  a  high  price  and  getting  one  acre  in  place 
Mr.  Qraham 


of  five  or  ten  acres,  you  would  be  limiting 
the  area  by  bnnging  it  probably  nearer  to 
the  centre  of  population.  He  did  not  object 
to  that;  but  there  were  oases  in  which  core 
should  be  exercised.  So  far  as  this  Bill  wa» 
concerned,  he  thought  the  honourable  member 
had  elaborated  too  much.  There  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  him  to  say  that  the  proceeds  were 
going  to  be  need  for  a  lawn -tennis  court  or  a 
cricket-pitch,  but  that  showed  he  did  not  wish 
to  deceive  honourable  members. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  that,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  they  did  not  contemplate  using  any  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  land  for  that  • 
purpose. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  to  some  extent  he 
might  be  possibly  responsible  for  this  Bill. 
Some  time  ago  he  received  an  invitation  to 
speak  at  Little  River,  and  they  told  him  they 
had  not  a  suitable  hall.  He  took  it  that  this 
Bill  had  been  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  hall,  so  that  when  he  went  there 
there  would  be  a  suitable  hall.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  might  be  taken 
for  granted  he  would  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SYMES  (Egmont)  felt  that  on  this 
occasion  he  was  groping  in  the  dark.  The 
honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
never  gave  the  House  any  information  about 
these  reserves — whether  they  were  one  mile 
or  one  hundred  miles  from  the  Township  of ' 
Little  River.  The  settlers  down  south  were 
much  more  fortunate  than  the  settlers  in  the 
North  Island.  A  short  time  ago  a  reserve 
not  far  from  his  district  was  in  a  somewhat  - 
similar  position  to  these  reserves,  but  Instead 
of  allowing  the  settlers  to  exchange  or  sell 
it  and  purchase  another  the  Government  con- 
fiscated  it.  He  believed  they  also  took  the 
accumulated  revenue  derived  from  that  re- 
serve. If,  under  this  Bill,  they  were  going  to 
make  tennis-lawns  and  cricket-pitches,  and 
build  a  hall,  he  thought  they  might  also  ask 
for  power  to  build  a  grand- stand  for  a  race- 
course, because  that  was  <^uite  as  necessary 
in  the  way  of  sport,  especially  in  a  country 
district.  He  spoke  feelingly  on  this  subject 
because  he  bred  horses.  As  to  the  other  sports 
referred  to,'he  knew  very  little  about  them.  He 
would  like  the  honourable  member  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  to  say  whether  it  was  necessary 
that  this  exchange  should  take  place.  In  the 
meantime  he  (Mr.  Symes)  was  groping  in  the 
dark,  as  the  House  was  not  in  possession  of 
the  information  honourable  members  were 
entitled  to,  and  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber introducing  the  Bill  should  have  supplied. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Wellington  Suburbs)  said 
that  during  the  last  half-hour  he  had  been 
watching  the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere,  and  he  sympathised  deeply  with  the 
honourable  member,  but  he  sympathized  with 
himself  (Mr.  Wilson)  a  great  deal  more,  be- 
cause he  also  had  a  little  Bill.  It  was  hall- 
past  eight  now,  and  there  were  three  more 
Bills  before  his.  He  also  sympathized  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  J.  Hutoheson),  who,  too,  had  a  Bill  lower 
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down  oil  the  Order  Paper.  There  seemed  to 
be  some  malign  inflaence  in  the  House  that 
evening  to  prevent  their  Bills  ooming  on. 
They  had  had  a  little  hnmoar  from  one  side 
of  the  House,  and  he  proposed  to  quote  to 
the  House  a  few  lines  written  by  an  ex-mem- 
ber of  the  House — the  present  Agent-General 
— on  the  question  of  **  The  Man  with  a  Bill," 
and  those  lines  seemed  to  fit  the  present  posi- 
tion :— 

As  hoands  that  rush  in  at  a  kill 
To  worry  their  fox  with  a  will, 

A  murderoas  rout. 

With  a  whoop  and  a  shout, 
Pounce,  sweep,  and  descend  on  the  Bill. 

They  prove  it  a  measure  malign, 
A  job  of  atrocious  design. 

He  furtively  peers 

With  a  buss  in  his  ears 
At  the  rival's  who's  springing  his  mine. 

He  watches  the  clock  on  the  wall— 
The  seoonds  and  minutes  that  crawl- 
He  watches  the  clock, 
While  voices  that  mock 
Bise,  echo,  and  murmur,  and  fall 

Like  martyr  of  old  on  the  grill 

By  wicked  inouisitor's  will, 
In  anguisn  perspiring. 
Bed-hot,  half  expiring. 

They  torture  the  man  with  the  Bill. 
They  had  been  torturing  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ellesmere  for  the  last  hour.  He  would 
now  simply  say  he  would  vote  for  the  seoond 
reading  of  the  Bill.  He  did  not  see  anything 
particularly  objectionable  about  it.  Clause  4, 
no  doubt,  was  open  to  explanation.  The  general 
principle  of  the  Bill,  he  took  it,  was  to  allow 
the  people  of  Liittle  Kiver  to  exchange  an  un- 
suitable  piece  of  land  for  another  piece  better 
suited  for  the  purposes  of  a  reserve  and  re- 
creation-ground. That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
common-sense  proposal.  He  might  say  that 
a  portion  of  bis  constituents — the  Borough  of 
Petone — had  ne  reserve  at  all.  They  had 
either  to  purchase  a  reserve  or  rent  one.  There 
was  a  talk  some  time  ago  about  the  Govern- 
ment providing  one,  but  when  the  people  found 
that  it  was  on  the  top  of  a  hill  their  satis- 
faction was  somewhat  modified.  He  would  be 
glad  to  see  the  whole  question  of  the  reserves 
gone  into  by  the  Government,  and  townships 
that  had  no  reserves  provided  with  one  for  the 
benefit  of  its  people.  As  to  clause  4  of  this 
Bill,  be  thought  there  was  nothing  particularly 
objectionable  about  it,  although  it  was  open 
to  some  difference  of  opinion. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH  (Ashley)  said  that  if  the 
Bill  passed  in  ite  present  form  it  would  not  be 
Aooeptable  to  all  parts  of  the  colony.  He  could 
see  no  objection  to  the  first  three  clauses  of  the 
Bill,  as  it  was  clear  from  what  had  been  said 
that  the  reserves  were  not  suitable  for  recrea- 
tion purposes ;  besides,  they  were  at  a  distance 
from  the  centre  of  the  district.  There  could  be, 
he  thought,  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be 
■old,  so  long  as  the  money  was  spent  in  the 
pnrohase  of  other  land  that  would  be  con- 
Tttiient  to  the  people.  The  real  objection  to 
the  measure  was  found  in  clause  4,  and  he 
thought  the  honourable  member  in  charge 
would  do  well  if  he  would  agree  to  strike  out 
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that  clause.  It  was  not  likely  the  House  would 
consent  to  allow  the  Little  River  Domain  Board 
to  sell  the  reserve  and  use  the  money  in  erect- 
ing a  town  hall.  Such  a  proceeding  would  be  a 
wrong  use  of  the  reserves  made  to  the  district- 
by  the  Government,  and  if  it  were  to  be  allowed 
in  reference  to  these  reserves  there  would  be 
shoals  of  Bills  each  -  session  from  members  on 
behalf  of  other  local  bodies  who  desired  to 
dispose  of  their  reserves,  and,  perhaps,  to  wipe 
off  local  debts.  He  thought  the  Government 
should  take  seriously  into  their  consideration 
the  desirability  of  intVoduoing  a  Bill  to  deal 
with  the  whole  question  of  Domain  Boards.  At 
the  present  time  there  were  in  some  district* 
Domain  Boards  the  majority  of  the  members 
of  which  had  been  upon  them  for  eighteen  or 
twenty  years,  and,  instead  of  being  a  help  to 
the  district,  they  were  simply  an  incubus. 
Tbey  had  been  so  long  on  the  Boards  that  they 
imagined  they  were  all-powerful,  while,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  were  acting  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  so  that  there  was  a 
feeling  in  many  districts  that  these  Boards^, 
like  other  local  bodies,  should  be  elective. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (Ellesmere)  said,  if 
these  reserves  had  not  provided  recreation  for 
any  one  else  hitherto,  they  had  provided  a 

food  deal  of  recreation  for  members  of  the 
louse  for  the  past  two  hours.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  reason  he  did  not  speak  at 
length  when  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  was  that  he  wished  the  Bill  to  go  through 
quiokly,  in  order  that  other  members'  Bills 
might  come  on,  as  this  was  the  last  day  for 
local  Bills,  and  particularly  because  everything 
connected  with  the  reserves  was  explained  in 
the  Bill.  It  was  said  the  locality  was  unsuit- 
able :  that  would  be  found  in  the  preamble.  It 
was  said  that  other  lands  were  to  be  bought : 
that  was  in  clause  2.  Then,  details  were  given 
in  clause  4  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  the 
money.  The  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham  had  said  he  (Mr.  Montgomery)  had 
not  described  the  reserves,  but  from  his 
proof,  which  he  had  before  him,  he  saw  that  he 
had  described  them.  The  one  was  hilly  and 
the  other  was  a  shingly  bank.  He  had  himself 
been  a  member  of  the  Domain  Board  since 
1891,  and  their  position  was  that,  although 
they  had  possession  of  these  two  valuable  re- 
serves, they  had  not  been  able  to  provide  a 
recreation-ground  for  the  people  of  Little  River. 
Both  reserves  were  miles  away  from  the  centre 
— one  three  miles  and  the  other  ten.  The  re- 
serves had  been  let,  and  the  rentals  received 
from  them  had  reached  a  sum  of  about  £300, 
which  was  now  in  the  bank.  The  money,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  used  on  the  reserves,  as 
there  was  no  useful  way  of  spending  it  on 
them.  Here  was  a  Domain  Board,  then,  with 
two  reserves,  with  £800  in  the  bank,  and  yei 
the  people  of  Little  River  had  no  public  place 
of  their  own  on  which  to  play  a  game  of  cricket. 
For  that  reason  the  Bill  had  l^en  introduced. 
Clause  4  appeared  to  be  the  clause  that  was  ob- 
jected to,  but  it  was  put  in,  he  might  say,  on  his 
own  suggestion,  for  this  reason  :  The  Board  had 
now  £300  in  the  bank,  and  with  this  he  thought 
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they  might  build  a  hall,  lay  down  a  orioket-pitoh, 
and  80  on.      As  far  as  the  cricket-pi toh  wae 
concerned,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  them 
from  carrying  out  the  idea.     With  regard  to  the 
public  hall,  if  the  people  had  for  years  been 
without  a  recreation-ground,  and  if  they  had 
the  necessary    money  now,  why  should  they 
not   spend   it  on  a  hall?    He  was  perfectly 
willing,  however,  to  take  out  of  the  Bill  all 
reference  to  any  money  that  was  obtained  from 
the  sale  of  the  lands  being  spent  on  the  erec- 
tion of  a  public  hall.    It  was  a  point  of  no  im- 
portance, and  he  would  undertake  to  say  that 
the  money  so  obtained  should  be  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  other  lands,  and  in  nothing 
else.     The  honourable  member  for  Gaversham 
was  pleasant  and  facetious  in  his  remarks  as  to 
the  ways  in  which  the  money  might  be  spent, 
and  he  said  they  might  build  a  cricket  pavi- 
lion.    Perhaps  it  would  surprise  the  honour- 
able member  to  read  in  the  Public  Reserves 
Act  Amendment  Act  that  one  thing  the  trus- 
tees of   a  Domain   Board  could  do  was  "to 
erect  a  cricket  pavilion,"  among  other  things. 
He   thought  it  was  their  business  to  provide 
recreation  for  the  inhabitants  of  Little  River, 
and  he  did  not  see  how  they  could  do  it  better 
than  by  giving  them  a  public  hall,  tennis- 
grounds,  cricket-grounds  and  other  appliances 
for  recreation.    He  might   remark,   as  allu- 
sion had  been  made  to  it  by  some  honour- 
able member,   that  nothing    could  be  done 
without  the  consent  of  the  Governor.    They 
had  to  get  the  consent  of  the  Gbvemor  for 
the    sale   of    these    lands  —  his   approval  of 
the  leases,  and  so  on.    He  might  add  that 
this   was   not   for  the  inhabitants  of  Little 
River   alone.    Little   River  was  only  thirty- 
six   miles  from  Ghristchurch ;   it  was  a  very 
pretty    place,   and  it   was  a  favourite  resort 
for  picnics.     Tens    of  thousands    of   people 
oame  down  there  every   year.    He   did  not 
suppose  a  week  passed  without  an  excursion 
to    Little    River.      Since    the    Gk>vernment 
had,    very  properly,    introduced    the    system 
of    excursion-trains  for  children,   there  Cflume 
down  there  children  from  the  schools  all  over 
Canterbury,  and  there  was,  besides,  the  Isling- 
ton  picnic,  the  friendly   societies'  picnic^ln 
fact,  as  he  had  said,  tens  of  thousands  of  people 
came  down  there  every  year,  and  they  had  no 
public  recreation  -  ground  whatever  available. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  a  piece  of  ground 
leased  from  the  Maoris,  but  the  Domain  Board 
could  not  expend  any  money  on  that.    They 
wanted  to  have  a  proper  recreation-ground  of 
large  extent,  to  lay  it  out  and  plant  it  with 
trees  like  a  park.    It  would  be  not  only  for  the 
use  and  recreation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Little 
River,  but  of  Ghristchurch  residents  who  came 
down  to  have  a  day  out  in  the  country.    It  had 
just  been  shown  to  him  that  there  was  an  Act 
pMsed  in  1890  in  connection  with  another  lo- 
cality authorising  the  Board  not  only  to  spend 
money  on  halls  or  tennis-courts,  but' to  devote 
one-third  of  their  income  to  providing  books 
for  the  library,  which  was  a  most  perishable 
way  of  spending  the  money.    With  regard  to 
the  question  of  general  power,  which  had  been 
Mr.'^iiontQomery 


raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
and  others,  he  quite  agreed  it  was  perfeotly 
absurd  that  every  time  some  small  recreation 
reserve  was  to  be  exchanged  for  another  an 
honourable  member  should  have  to  bring  in  a 
Bill,  and  take  up  hours  of  the  time  of  the 
House.  Why  should  not  such  a  power  be 
vested  in  the  Governor  in  Gouncil  ?  It  seemed 
almost  absurd  that  they  could  lease  and  do 
everything  else  in  connection  with  reserves,  but 
they  could  not  exchange  one  bit  of  land  for 
another  without  a  special  Act  passing  through 
the  Legislature.  He  thought  the  time  was 
not  far  off  when  they  would  have  a  much  more 
liberal  Domains  Act,  when  many  of  those 
domains  which  were  now  almost  useless — 
which  could  not  be  exchanged,  which  could  not 
be  utilised—would  be  made  practically  useful 
for  the  people  of  the  country.  He  had  no  wish 
to  block  other  Bills.  He  tnought  he  had  ex- 
plained all  the  points  raised.  When  the  Bill 
got  into  Gommittee  he  would  be  prepared  to 
accept  reasonable  amendments  in  clause  4,  but 
they  had  put  the  clause  in  such  a  form  as  to 
show  clearly  what  they  intended  to  do,  and  he 
thought  every  one  would  admit  who  had  heard 
what  he  said  just  now  that  they  intended  to 
do  nothing  except  what  would  be  directly  for 
the  purposes  of  recreation  for  the  inhabitants 
of  Little  River  and  the  inhabitants  of  Christ- 
church. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WELLINGTON  CITY  RECLAMATION  AND 
PUBLIC  BATHS  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (WeUington  City),  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said 
he  found  himself  in  a  somewhat  better  position 
than  was  the  case  earlier  in  the  day.  Not 
only  had  he  not  done  any  indignity  to  the 
Local  Bills  Committee  in  this  case,  but  he 
understood  that  the  report— although  some 
slight  technicality  had  not  been  oomplied  wftii 
— ^was  entirely  favourable.  Not  only  was  that 
so,  but  he  believed  all* the  departments  of  the 
(Government  concerned  in  this  Bill  were  also 
agreeable  and  satisfied.  In  order  that  he  might 
not  take  up  any  more  of  the  time  of  the  House 
than  was  necessary,  he  would  shortly  detail 
to  the  House  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
The  purpose  of  the  Bill  was  to  enable  the 
City  Corporation  to  widen  the  street  known 
as  Clyde  Quay,  from  its  present  irregolas 
width,  to  a  uniform  width  from  its  be- 
ginning at  the  Cambridge  Avenue  end  to  the 
city  boundary  at  a  point  along  Oriental  Bay. 
There  were  three  interests  involved — the  inte- 
rests of  the  City  Corporation,  the  interests  of 
the  Harbour  Board,  and  the  interests  of  the 
Crown.  The  foreshore  of  the  land  where  the 
road  was  sought  to  be  widened  was  vested  in 
the  Wellington  Harbour  Board ;  the  bottom  of 
the  harbour  lying  under  the  high-watermark 
was  vested  in  the  Crown ;  and  this  Bill  asked 
authority,  first,  to  allow  the  Harbour  Board  to 
divest  itoelf  of  its  foreshore  interests,  and, 
secondly,  to  allow  the  Government  to  grant  sack 

gortion  of  the  Harbour  of  Wellington  under 
igh-water  mark  as  was  necessary.    The  resi- 
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dents  along  the  line  of  the  load  were  not  only 
friendly  disposed,  but  were  anxiously  desirous 
that  this  Bill  should  become  law.  In  addition  to 
the  power  sought  to  widen  the  road  there  was 
also  sought  for  power  to  oonstruot  saltr-water 
baths.  By  the  Wellington  Corporation  £m- 
powering  Bill  of  last  year  power  was  given  to 
the  Oity  Corporation  to  release  certain  moneys, 
and  in  the  schedule  to  the  Bill  there  were  sums 
Appropriated  to  both  of  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  this  Bill— namely,  £2,000  to  the  widening  of 
the  road,  and  £2,000  to  the  oonstmction  of  the 
baths — and  that  sum,  together  with  another 
•um  of  £1,000  of  moneys  available,  was  now 
lying  at  the  disposal  of  the  City  Corporation 
for  expenditure  on  the  works  for  which  power 
was  sought  in  this  Bill.  There  were  certain 
licensees  holding  boat-house  licenses  on  the 
foreshore  under  the  control  of  the  Har- 
bour Board,  and  their  interests  were  to  be 
conserved  by  the  erection  of  an  artificial  basin 
between  the  eastern  wall  of  the  Te  Aro  Becia- 
mation  and  the  southern  wall  of  the  proposed 
eity  baths.  All  interests  had  been  safe- 
guarded, all  interests  had  been  considered— 
fthe  oitisens,  the  foreshore-right  holders,  the 
pleasure-boat  owners,  and  the  owners  of  pro- 
per^ along  the  line  of  the  ^uay.  If  there 
was  any  objection  from  a  public  point  of  view 
io  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  he  was 
unable  to  imagine  it.  He  could  only  submit 
the  Bill  to  the  consideration  of  honourable 
members,  and  if  they  desired  for  further  infor- 
mation he  would  supply  it  to  them  in  his  reply. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 


9.0. 


JOHNSGNYILLB  SCHOOL  RESERVES 
BILL. 
Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City)  said 
the  House  was  aware  that  the  member 
for  the  district,  from  the  state  of  his  heiJth, 
did  not  feel  competent  to  undertake  the  charge 
of  this  Bill,  and  he  (Mr.  Duthie)  had  done  so 
«k  the  request  of  some  of  the  residents  of  John- 
•onville.  The  Bill  related  to  half  an  acre  of 
land  vested  some  years  ago  in  trustees  for  the 
parposes  of  a  common  school.  The  Education 
Aot  since  introduced  superseded  the  existing 
eohools,  and  this  half-aore  of  land  had  been 
lield  by  trustees.  They  had  put  a  house  on  the 
reserve,  which  was  let,  and  the  rentals  arising 
had  freed  the  property  of  the  debt  incurred; 
«nd,  as  these  trustees  were  desirous  of  being 
lelieved  from  the  trust,  it  was  now  proposed 
to  transfer  this  half-acre  of  land  to  the 
Bocough  Council  of  Johnsonville.  It  had  been 
aonsidered  that  the  land  should  be  vested  in 
the  School  Committee,  but  as  the  School  Com- 
mittee was  elected  annually  it  had  not  the 
same  permanency  as  the  corporate  body. 
The  conditions  of  trust  were  continued  by 
this  Bill,  and  the  proceeds  would  be  applied 
to  local  school  purposes.  Every  interest  was 
safeguarded.  The  Local  Bills  Committee  made 
certain  amendments  to  make  ..it  clear  that  the 
proceeds  could  not  be  diverted  from  the  origi- 
nal purpose ;  and  it  was  better  it  should  be 
nested  -in  the  local  authority  than  in  private 
trustees  who  were  responsible  to  no  one,  bat 


wished  to  render  an  account  to  a  responsible 
body,  and  were  desirous  of  being  relieved  of 
the  trust.  He  begged  to  move  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  BUI. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  whether  there  was  a 
public  school  in  the  township. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said.  Yes,  there  was  a  public 
school.  There  was  a  dwellingbouse  and  police- 
station  on  this  reserve,  and  the  balance  in  hand 
and  rentals  arising  would  be  a  small  fund  for 
the  assistance  of  the  local  school  in  such  a  way 
as  the  local  body  thought  best.  Perhaps  the 
rentals  might  be  applied  to  prizes  or  a  scholar- 
ship, or  in  any  way  considered  best  under  the 
conditions  of  the  trust. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Otaki)  said  he  had  to  thank  the 
honourable  member  for  relieving  him  of  the 
obligation  of  taking  charge  of  this  Bill.  He 
knew  it  was  the  desire  of  the  people  of  Johnson- 
ville that  this  Bill  should  pass,  and  there  wa« 
nothing  objectionable  in  it.  He  thanked  the 
honourable  member  for  the  interest  he  had 
taken  in  the  matter,  and  he  could  verify  what 
the  honourable  member  had  said  on  the  sub- 
ject. There  was  nothing  whatever  in  the  Bill 
to  take  exception  to.  It  might  be  argued  that 
this  reserve  should  be  vested  in  the  Education 
Board  of  the  district ;  but  he  thought,  seeing  it 
was  set  aside  in  the  first  instance  for  a  particular 
purpose,  it  should  be  vested  in  the  local  body 
having  control  of  the  township. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

BOROUGH  OP  ONEHUNGA  WATER- 
SUPPLY  BILL. 

Mr.  LAWRY  (Parnell)  thought  it  was  abso- 
lutely unnecessary  for  him  to  say  anything  at 
all  in  support  of  this  Bill  beyond  stating  the 
fact  that  all  local  bodies  concerned  had  deter- 
mined by  resolution  and  by  vote  that  this  Bill 
should  obtain  the  force  of  law.  Of  course, 
honourable  members  would  realise  it  was  Mr. 
Speaker's  Bill,  and  Mr.  Speaker  would,  if  de- 
sired, state  what  the  proposals  of  the  Bill  were 
in  Committee.  Therefore,  if  honourable  mem- 
bers required  any  information  on  the  subject 
it  would  be  afforded  to  them  by  Mr.  Speaker 
when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PETONE  CORPORATION  LIGHTING  AND 
SANITATION  LOANS  EMPOWERING 
BILL. 
Mr.  WILSON  (WeUington  Suburbs)  would 
not  make  a  long  speech  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  It  was  a  Bill  to  allow  the 
Corporation  of  Petone  to  undertake  the  raising 
of  a  loan  for  the  erection  and  carrying  on 
of  gasworks  in  that  borough.  As  honourable 
members  were  aware,  Petone  was  the  only 
great  industrial  auburb  of  Wellington,  and  it 
had  shown  a  great  deal  of  municipal  enter- 
prise. A  well- devised  drainage  scheme  had 
been  carried  out  at  considerable  Cost,  and  now 
the  Municipality  desired  to  take  upon  itself  the 
lighting  of  the  borough.  A  novel  feature  in  the 
Bill  was  that  authorising  the  Council  to  supply 
the  inhabitants  of  the  adjoining  borough  of 
Lower  Hutt.    The  Bill  was  promoted  by  the 
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two     MunioipsJities.     Honourable     members 
would  notice  that  on  the  first  page  of  this  Bill 

EroYlsion  was  made  for  a  poll,  the  decision  to 
e  taken  on  a  bare  majority ;  but  opposition 
was  taken  on  the  Local  Bills  Oommittee  to  this, 
and  the  Mayor  of  Petone,  who  attended,  waived 
that  right,  and  the  majority  was  now  three- 
fifths.  Another  provision  was  that  a  polling, 
place  was  provided  for  in  the  City  of  Welling- 
ton. This  additional  polling-place  was  needed 
simply  because  a  large  number  of  the  people 
living  in  Petone  were  employed  in  Welling- 
ton City,  and  being  working-men  they  could 
not  always  go  out  to  vote  on  any  question  of 
local  importance.  Every  care  had  been  taken 
to  protect  private  rights.  What  little  opposi- 
tion there  bad  been  had  been  obviated  by  the 
addition  of  a  clause  at  the  end  of  the  Bill, 
which  satisfied  and  had  been  assented  to  by 
the  Wellington  GeA  Company.  The  chairman 
of  the  Gas  Company  attended  before  the 
Oommittee,  and  an  arrangement  was  made 
with  him  by  the  Mayor  of  Petone  which 
obviated  any  difficulty.  He  thought  the  House 
would  agree  with  him  that  the  people  of 
Petone  should  do  this  work  for  themselves. 
He  had  nothing  more  to  say,  as  he  could  not 
see  that  any  objection  would  be  raised  to  the 
Bill,  and  he  wished  to  waste  no  time,  so  that 
this  and  the  other  local  Bills  might  get  into 
Committee  that  evening. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  would  like  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  inform  the  House 
what  additional  liabilities  the  Borough  of 
Petone  had  already  undertaken.  During  the 
time  Dr.  Newman  represented  the  suburban 
district  he  introduced  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
drainage  question,  and  powers  were  given  to 
the  Petone  Borough  to  raise  a  loan.  This  Bill 
provided  for  the  raising  of  an  additional  loan  of 
£9,200.  Now,  this  was  a  very  important  ques- 
tion for  members,  considering  that  they  had 
impecunious  local  bodies  paraded  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  continually,  desiring  that  their 
local  debts  should  be  nationalised  and  become 
colonial  obligations.  He  would  like  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  explain  the  extent  of  the 
liabilities  already  contracted  by  the  Borough  of 
Petone  in  addition  to  the  amount  which  it 
was  proposed  to  raise  by  this  Bill.  He  would 
with  the  question  of  taking  a  poll.  He  was  at  a 
also  like  to  ask  infonpation  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  regard  to  clause  4,  which  dealt 
disadvantage,  as  he  had  the  Bill  before  him  as 
it  went  to  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  and  be 
did  not  know,  therefore,  what  amendments  had 
been  made  by  the  Committee  in  the  Bill.  He 
would  like  to  know  if  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
had  agreed  to  an  alteration  in  clause  4,  which 
read  that  a  bare  majority  of  the  votes  would  be 
sufficient  to  enable  the  Borough  Council  to 
raise  the  loan. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that  it  had  been  altered 
to  a  three-fifths  majority. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  if  the  honourable 
member  meant  three-fifths  of  the  totsJ  number 
of  votes  recorded  or  three- fifths  of  the  rateable 
value  of  the  property  within  the  borough.  He 
had  no  desire  to  oppose  the  Bill.  He  thought 
Mr,  Wihon 


it  very  laudable  on  the  part  of  the  Borough 
Council  to  proceed  to  raise  a  loan  for  this  pur- 
pose. If  there  was  any  profit  arising  out  of  thtf 
lighting  of  the  borough,  it  was  only  right  that 
the  ratepayers  in  the  district  should  have  the 
benefit  of  it. 

Mr.  WILSON  did  not  think  there  was  muoh 
to  say  in  reply  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashley.  He  regretted  he  was  not  answerable 
for  his  brother's  sins,  and  he  could  not  tell  the 
House  what  was  the  exact  amount  of  the 
drainage  loan  raised  by  the  Bill  introduced  by 
Dr.  Newman.  It  seemed  to  him  these  were 
matters  for  the  people  concerned — the  people 
of  Petone— to  decide  on  a  poll ;  they  were  not 
committed  any  further.  Petone  was  by  no 
means  a  rich  borough,  because  it  consisted  al- 
most entirely  of  working-men's  houses.  They 
had  carried  the  drainage  system  through  in  a 
very  economical  and  satisfactory  manner,  and,, 
in  bis  opinion,  they  deserved  every  credit  for  it, 
and  they  deserved  every  credit  also  for  tackling 
the  question  of  municipal  lighting.  As  re- 
gards  the  majority  ac  the  poll,  it  provided 
that  there  should  be  a  three-fifths  majority 
of  the  votes  recorded,  not  of  the  votes  on  the 
roll.  As  honourable  members  were  well  aware» 
the  absentees'  and  the  dead  men's  votes  often 
made  it  impossible  to  get  a  proposal  carried  in 
which  the  great  majority  of  the  ratepayers 
were  interested ;  and  he  did  not  think  tide 
honourable  member,  who  was  a  democrat, 
would  object  to  the  principle  that  residente 
and  not  absentees  should  rule.  He  had  given 
way  on  the  bare- majority  point,  and  the  Bill 
now  provided  for  a  three-fifths  majority.  He 
did  not  think  the  House  would  object  to  that. 
When  they  were  in  Committee  he  would  be 
very  glad  to  answer  any  objection  that  might 
be  raised. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WAINONO  LAGOON  VESTING  BILL. 
'  Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki),  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  intro- 
duced at  the  instance  of  the  Wainono  Drainage 
Board.  The  farmers  in  that  district,  findinig 
that  their  lands  were  flooded,  took  advantage 
of  the  Drainage  Act  eaad  formed  a  Board.  In 
carrying  out  their  works  they  found  it  neces- 
sary that  they  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
drain  into  this  lagoon,  and,  therefore,  required 
the  control  of  it.  They  represented  this  matter 
to  the  Government,  and  the  Government  con- 
sented, and  last  year  certain  clauses  were  sent 
down  exactly  in  the  form  in  which  they  now 
appeared  in  this  Bill,  and  were  intended  to  be 
part  of  the  Reserves  Exchange,  Sale,  Disposal, 
and  Enabling  Bill.  But  that  Bill  never  went 
through  the  House,  and  he  (Major  StewftfdV 
recommended  the  parties  interested  to  prooeea 
by  way  of  a  local  Bill.  This  was  done,  and 
the  proposals  of  the  BlU.were  duly  advertised, 
so  that  everybody  knew  the  ciroumstanoes* 
There  was  no  objection  to  the  Bill  on  the  part 
of  any  one — either  on  the  part  of  the  Crown, 
on  the  part  of  the  public,  or  on  the  part  of  ti^e 
local  governing  bodies.  He  begged  to  move 
the  seoond  reading. 
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Mr.  PABATA  (Southern  Maori)  said  he  did 
not  rise  to  oppose  the  seoond  reading  of  this 
Bill,  but  he  wanted  to  know  from  the  honour- 
able  member  in  charge  whether  it  would  afiEect 
the  Natives  of  the  looality.  The  Maoris  and 
half-oastes  in  that  settlement  got  their  liveli- 
hood out  of  this  lagoon,  and  if  the  honourable 
member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  assure  the 
House  it  would  not  affect  the  rights  of  the 
Natives  in  fishing  and  getting  their  livelihood 
out  of  that  lagoon  he  would  not  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Major  STEWABD  migbt  say,  in  answer  to 
the  honourable  member,  that  it  would  not  in- 
terfere with  the  privileges  of  the  Natives.  If 
anything,  it  would  increase  them  by  taking  a 
little  more  water  into  the  lagoon. 

Bill  read  a  seoond  time. 

WELLINGTON  HIGH  LEVELS  TRAM- 
WAY  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON  (Wellington  City),  in 
moving  the  seoond  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it 
was  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Mayor  and  Councillors 
of  the  City  of  Wellington  to  acquire  power  to 
oonstruct  a  tramway  above  and  below  ground, 
and  under  and  over  public  reserves,  in  the 
Oity  of  Wellington.  In  short,  the  purport  of 
the  promoters  was  to  construct  a  tramway  from 
a  point  in  Wellington,  in  Lambton  Quay,  some- 
where between  Grey  Street  and  Panama  Street, 
towards  the  Upland  Farm.  The  line  of  route 
intersected  the  various  spurs  of  the  Karori 
HiU.  A  portion  of  the  tramway  would  be 
underground ;  other  portions,  again,  would  be 
on  trestle-work  across  the  valleys  lying  be- 
tween the  spurs;  but  the  peculiarity  of  the 
Bill  was  contained  in  clause  6,  where  a  certain 
power  was  sought. 

Mr.  MOBBISON.— Clause  5  is  important, 
too. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON  said  they  would  find 
that  the  Local  Bills  Committee  had  erased  that 
particular  portion  of  the  clause  which  dealt 
-with  the  poll  of  the  ratepayers,  and  practically 
made  it  compulsory  upon  the  Corporation  that 
A  poll  of  ratepayers  sbould  be  taken.  Again, 
the  deletion  of  other  lines  in  clause  5  by  the 
Local  Bills  Committee  compelled  the  Corpo- 
ration to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  citizens, 
and  they  had  the  power  to  acquire  the  tramway 
whenever  they  thought  fit  (although  delegating 
the  power  of  constructing  it  to  some  corporate 
body  or  syndicate)  at  each  septennial  period ; 
so  that,  this  Bill  being  mainly  an  empowering 
Bill  enabling  the  Corporation  to  allow  a  com- 
pany or  syndicate  to  construct  the  tram, 
the  Interests  of  the  citizens  were  sufficiently 
safeguarded  in  the  fact  that  a  poll  had  to  be 
first  taken  before  the  power  could  be  delegated, 
while  the  Corporation  retained  power  to  resume 
possession  of  the  works  at  tbe  end  of  a  seven, 
fourteen,  or  twenty-one  years'  period.  Tbe 
particular  power  that  was  asked  in  the  Bill 
was  contained  in  clause  6.  It  asked  there  for  the 
right  to  tunnel  under  private  properties  with- 
out any  obligation  to  purchase  the  whole  of  the 
soperinoumoent  lands.  This  tramway  passed 
•over  a  very  small  area  of  Crown  lands— namely, 


the  reserve  in  the  Botanical  (hardens  known 
as  the  Botanical  Garden  Fort.  He  understood 
there  was  no  serious  objection  from  any 
of  the  departments  of  the  State  to  this  pro- 
vision. He  would  like  to  point  out  to  honour- 
able members  that,  in  addition  to  providing 
a  very  much  needed  outlet  for  the  citisens  of 
Wellington,  it  would  also  provide  facilities 
for  the  Defence  Department  in  regard  to  the 
expeditious  carriage  of  stores  and  men  to  the 
Botanical  Gardens  Fort.  There  were  not  any 
other  provisions  in  the  Bill  that  were  unusual 
ones,  or  that  could  not  be  explained  and  dealt 
with  in  Committee;  and  while  speaking  on 
the  second  reading  he  would  like  to  ask  the 
House  to  accord  him  the  same  privilege  as  was 
accorded  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
taki,  in  allowing  the  Bill  to  go  into  Conmiittee 
forthwith. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  was  sure  they  were  all  pleased  to  see 
the  citizens  of  Wellington  taking  up  the  very 
important  question  of  providing  means  of  access 
to  the  higher  lands  of  the  city,  but  there  was 
one  point  connected  with  this  Bill  that  ho 
wished  to  mention.  The  line  of  the  proposed 
tramway  passed  through  the  Battery  Beserve 
in  the  Botanical  Gardens,  and  it  was  there- 
fore necessary  that  the  consent  of  the  Crown 
should  be  given  before  the  Bill  could  proceed. 
The  Government  were  prepared  to  reoonmiend 
that  consent  be  given,  provided  a  proviso 
was  put  in  the  Bill  that  the  Volunteer  officers, 
the  battery  stafi,  postmen,  policemen,  and  all 
Government  officers  should  be  allowed  the 
free  use  of  the  tram.  If  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  agree  to  that  provision,  then  the 
consent  of  the  Crown  would  be  given. 

Mr.  R.  McEENZIE  (Motueka)  said  it  seemed 
to  him  that  this  Bill  should  have  been  intro- 
duced as  a  private  Bill.  It  was  to  permit  a 
syndicate  to  make  tramways  in  the  Oity  of 
Welliogton,  and  it  was  brought  in  as  a  local 
Bill,  in  order  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
Crown.  He  was  not  opposing  the  second  read- 
ing, but  he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
asked  too  much  when  he  asked  that  the  Bill 
should  be  allowed  to  go  into  Committee  forth- 
with.   He  should  opnose  that  proposal. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON  (Wellington  City) 
thought  there  was  really  nothing  to  reply 
to.  With  regard  to  the  objection  raised  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Motueka,  that  the 
Bill  should  have  been  introduced  as  a  private 
Bill,  there  was  no  ground  for  the  assertion  that 
it  was  intended  to  benefit  a  private  syndicate. 
No  such  thing  was  intended,  as  the  Corporation 
were  to  work  the  tramway,  and  the  citizens  of 
Wellington  would  be  benefited  by  it,  and  he 
questioned  very  much  whether  any  private  in- 
dividual would  receive  any  benefit  from  it  even 
incidentally.  In  fact,  if  his  opinion  were  asked, 
as  far  as  the  revenues  arising  from  the  tram- 
way were  concerned,  he  thought  the  profits 
would  be  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ledger. 
In  indirect  ways  they  might  be  benefited, 
in  connection  with  the  improvement  in  the 
value  of  the  land,  and  in  the  expeditious  open- 
ing-np  and  sale  of  the  land  through  the  con- 
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stmotion  of  the  tramway.  Surely  that  was 
their  right ;  and,  so  far  as  the  pnhlio  service  for 
the  oitizens  of  Wellington  went,  there  could  he 
no  question  that  their  interests  alone  would  he 
served  by  this  tram-servioe.  He  trusted  the 
honourable  member  for  Motueka  would  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  committed  forthwith,  and,  by  way 
of  meeting  his  objection,  he  would  agree  to  pro- 
mise to  report  progress  on  the  Bill  if  it  were 
found  that  it  could  not  be  put  through  before 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  This  was  the  last 
day  on  which  local  Bills  could  be  considered,  and 
he  should  like  to  take  the  committal  at  once. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  agreed  to  the  condition  he  men- 
tioned being  put  in'the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON  said.  Yes,  he  agreed 
to  it. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON  moved,  That  the  Bill 
be  committed  forthwith. 

Mr.  B.  McEENZIE  said  he  objected. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB  said  the  question  for  com- 
mittal, being  objected  to,  could  not  therefore 
be  put. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  committed  that  day  week. 

LITTLE    RIVER    DOMAIN    BOARD    EM- 
POWERING BILL. 

IK  COlOfflTTEB. 

OJause  2.—'*  The  Board  may,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Governor,  sell  any  part  of  or  the 
whole  of  the  reserves,  and  may  invest  the 
moneys  obtained  by  such  sale,  and  any  moneys 
which  they  now  possess,  in  the  purchase  of 
other  lands  at  Little  River  more  suitable  for 
recreation  purposes,  or  may  exchange  any  part 
of  or  the  whole  of  the  reserves  for  other  lands 
at  Little  River  more  suitable  for  recreation  pur- 
poses." 

Mr.  MORRISON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  **  may "  before  **  invest,*'  and  insert 
"  shall "  in  lieu  thereof. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  to  strike  out 
**  and  any  moneys  which  they  now  possess." 

Words  struck  out,  and  olause,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

Olause  4. — **  The  Board  may,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  reserves,  or  out  of  any 
moneys  in  their  possession,  erect  on  the  land 
so  vested  in  them  a  public  hall  with  suitable 
appliances,  and  may  lay  down  tennis-courts, 
oricket-pitches,  and  such  other  appliances  for 
•  recreation  purposes  as  they  may  deem  desir- 
able, and  may  make  such  regulations  for  the 
fees  to  be  charged  for  such  hall  and  for  the 
management  thereof  and  of  such  appliances  as 
they  may  think  fit." 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  moved  to  insert,  after 
'  The  Board  may,"  the  words  **  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Governor  in  Oouncil." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  '*  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  reserves,  or,"  and  insert,  after  "posses- 
sion," *'  or  out  of  the  income  derived  from  such 
reserves  or  the  land  acquired  as  aforesaid." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Mr.  J.  Hutehe9(m 


Mr.  MORRISON  moved  to  strike  out  "  ereot 
on  the  land  so  vested  in  them  a  public  hail 
with  suitable  appliances." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  moved  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  public"  the  words  "  library  and." 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  moved  to  strike  out  the 
following  words:  "and  may  lay. down  tennis- 
courts,  cricket-pitches,  and  such  other  appli- 
ances.for  recreation  purposes  as  they  may  deem 
desirable." 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  olause." 


Atss,  85. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Hutcheson,  J. 

Montgomery 

Bollard 

Joyce 

Moore 

Brown 

Kelly 

Russell 

Buchanan 

Lang 
LetlS)ridge 

Sligo 

Oadman 

Steward 

Oamcross 

Lewis 

Tanner 

Garson 

McLean 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Growther 

MoNab 

Wason 

Duncan 

Massey 

Wilson. 

Henries 

Meredith 

Takn. 

Holland 

Mills 

Pirani 

Hunter 

Monk 

NOBB,  10. 

Smith. 

Flatman 

McGowan 

TOUrs. 

Gilfedder 

MoKensie,  R. 

Morrison 

Hall-Jones 

Parata 

O'Meara. 

La  wry 

Symes. 

Majority  for,  25. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  MORRISON  moved,  That  progress  be 
reported. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  MORRISON  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
words  after  the  word  "  desirable." 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Allen,  E.  G. 

Bollard 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Gamcross 

Garson 

Growther 

Hall-Jones 

Herries 

Hunter 

Hutcheson,  J. 


Aybb,  30. 
Lang 

Lethbridge 
Lewis 

Mackenzie,  M. 
McLean 
Massey 
Meremth 
Mills 
Monk 
Montgomery 


Pirani 

Russell 

Sligo 

Smith 

Steward 

Tanner 

Wason. 

Tellers. 
Kelly 
McNab. 


NoxB,  10. 

Dunoan  McKenzie,  R.  Tellers. 

Flatman  Morrison  McGowan 

Gilfedder  O'Meara  Symes. 

Lawry  Parata. 

Majority  for,  20. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  moved  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing proviso : — 

"  Provided  that  the  fees  to  be  charged  for  the 
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vae  of  Buoh  pnUio  hall  Bhall  not  ozoeed  ihe 
flom  of  ten  BoillingB  per  diem ;  and  that  the 
pablio  library  herein  referred  to  ehall  be  open 
to  the  pnblio  free  of  charge." 
The  Oommittee  divided. 


Gilfedder 

Ayes,  7. 
O'Meara 

Tellers. 

Lawry 

Symes. 

McKenzie,  R. 

McOowan 

NoKS,  33. 

Morrison. 

Allen,  £.  G. 

Kelly 

Pirani 

Bollard 

Lang 

BusseU 

Lethbridge 

Sligo 

Bnohanan 

Lewis 

Smith 

Oadman 

Maokensie,  M. 

Steward 

GamoroBs 

MoNab 

Tanner 

Garaon 

MasBoy 

Wason 

Flatmaa 

Mills 

Wilson. 

HaU-Jones 

Monk 

Tellers. 

Herriee 

Montgomery 

Hutoheson,  J. 

Holland 

Moore 

Meredith. 

Honter 

Majority  against 

,36. 

ProriBo  negatived. 

Bill  reported. 

The  Honsc 

i  adjonmed  at  twenty-five  minutes 

past  one  o'olook  a.m. 

LEGISLATIVE   COUNCIL. 

Friday,  5th  August,  1898. 


nmfnoaillnni  Third  ."BoiifUng  TTnnlsimtfl  Moneys 
Bill— WeUington  Harbour  Board  and  Corpora- 
tion Empowering  Bill— Law  Practitionen  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeaeeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayxbb. 

FIBST  BEADIKGS. 
University  of  Otago  Leases  and  Seonrities 
Bill,  St.  Albans  Pnblio  Library  Transfer  Bill. 

THIBD  BEADING. 
Wanganni  Hospital  Board  Empowering  Bill. 

UKOLAIMED  MONEYS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALEEB  moved.  That 
this  BiU  be  read  ihe  third  dime. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES  thought  it  his  dafy  to 
point  out  that,  by  olause  5,  the  only  penalty 
whioh  was  imposed  npon  those  holding  money 
belonging  to  persons  for  not  posting  a  notioe  to 
that  ellect  to  those  persons  was  a  penalty  not 
«zoeeding£l. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKEB.~No,  £2. 
Bead  the  first  part  of  the  clause. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.—**  Any  company  fail- 
ing to  keep  snoh  register,  or  to  publish  such 
oopy,  or  refusing  Inspection  thereof,  shall  be 
liaUe  to  a  pensltynot  exceeding  two  pounds 
for  every  day  during  which  such  default  or  re- 
fusal oontmues."  That  only  referred  to  the 
paialfy  for  failure  to  keep  a  register,  and  so  on. 
What  he  (Mr.  Jones)  referred  to  was  this: 


<*and  every  company  failing  or  neglecting  to 
duly  poet  such  notice  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  one  pound.'*  Under 
these  circumstances  it  might  pay  the  custodian 
of  money  to  neglect  to  post  such  notice  and 
pay  the  &1  or  less  that  might  be  imposed.  He 
looked  upon  the  penalty  olause  as  the  very 
sheet-anchor  of  this  measure,  and  he  was  sure 
that  so  small  a  penalty  would  not  have  been 
allowed  to  pass  the  Council  if  they  had  only 
known  what  they  were  doing.  This  had  been 
done  by  the  Council  in  a  hurried  manner,  as 
usual.  Now  that  the  defect  had  been  dis- 
covered it  should  be  rectified.  The  Bill  would 
be  practically  useless  unless  this  penaltv  were 
increased.  He  moved,  therefore.  That  the  BUI 
be  recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering 
clause  5. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKEB  said  the 
penalty  might  certainly  have  been  higher,  but 
he  did  not  think  it  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
recommitting  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  it  would  not 
take  five  minutes  to  recommit  this  Bill  and 
make  the  penalty  higher.  He  agreed  with  his 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Jones  that  it  was  a  farce 
to  make  it  as  low  as  £1. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  OBACE  did  not  think,  himself, 
the  precise  amount  of  the  penalty  was  of  so  very 
great  importance.  The  fact  was  that  when  the 
principle  was  laid  down  and  the  exaction  legally 
made  upon  the  banks,  he  thought  it  was  pretty 
certain  the  business  would  go  right.  It  might 
be  that  the  penalty  was  too  small,  but  he  looked 
upon  it  as  of  very  small  moment.  He  believed 
when  this  became  law  the  results  expected  of  it 
would  follow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN  suggested  to  his 
honourable  friend  that  it  would  be  better  to 
let  the  Bill  go  as  it  had  passed  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  EEBB  thought  if  it  was 
found  that  the  smallness  of  the  penalty  led 
to  neglect,  and  time  showed  that  the  institu- 
tions were  taking  advantage  of  it,  they  could 
amend  the  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  considered  that  if  the 
olause  wanted  amendment  it  should  be  effected 
at  once.  He  thought  the  penalty  was  rather 
small,  and  it  certMuly  would  not  take  long  to 
recommit  the  Bill  and  to  deal  with  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  thought  the 
fact  that  they  had  fixed  the  penalty  at  so 
small  a  sum  as  £1  annulled  the  good  that 
would  otherwise  have  followed  from  the  Act. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  the  third 
time. 

WELLINGTON  HABBOUB  BOABD  AND 
COBPOBATION  EMPOWEBING  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  GBACE,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  said  that  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  legal  effect  to  an  agreement 
entered  into  between  the  Wellington  Harbour 
Board  and  the  City  Coiporation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  Wellington  Harbour  Board 
to  effect  certain  reclamations  which  were  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  the  improvement  of 
the  harbour.    The  way  in  which  the  necessity 
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for  the  Aot  had  arisen  was  this :  Originally  the 
harbour  foreshore  was  given  to  the  Wellington 
City  Corporation,  the  Grown  grant  being  issaed 
to  the  Corporation.  Subsequently,  under  the 
presHure  of  the  Marine  Department,  and  under 
the  advice  of  the  Harbour  Board,  it  was  proved 
that  the  area  involved  in  the  Crown  grant  ex- 
tended too  far  into  deep  water.  The  result 
was  that  the  power  to  reclaim  a  certain 
TOrtion  of  the  land  was  withdrawn  from  the 
City  Corporation.  Nevertheless,  the  City  Cor- 
poration did  nothing  whatever  to  effect  the  re- 
clamation, did  nothing  to  bring  into  beneficial 
use  this  property  with  which  they  were  clothed 
by  the  Crown  grant.  The  result,  following  natu- 
rally, was  that  the  Harbour  Board,  pressing  for 
the  necessary  improvements,  was  anxious  to 
induce  the  Corporation  to  make  its  reclama- 
tion ;  and  the  Corporation,  in  no  hurry  to  do 
anything,  determined  not  to  move.  A  dead- 
lock occurred,  and  practically  nothing  was 
done,  because  the  Harbour  Board  could  get  no 
accefiA  to  the  deep  water  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  wharves  and  suitable  sheds.  The 
Corporation  persevered  in  its  course  of  in- 
activity. The  needs  of  the  port  and  the 
calls  on  the  Harbour  Board  for  further  ac- 
commodation increased  from  year  to  year, 
and  it  became  absolutely  evident  to  the  Har- 
bour Board  that  they  must  do  something  to 
make  it  possible  for  them  to  carry  out  the 
works  that  were  so  much  needed.  The  result 
was  that  after  much  negotiation,  extending 
probably  over  two  years,  a  compromise  was 
effected  between  the  Harbour  Board  and  the 
Wellington  City  Corporation,  by  which  the 
City  Corporation  consented  to  hand  over  its 
claim  to  the  land  unreclaimed  in  the  sea  to  the 
Harbour  Board  on  condition  that  the  Harbour 
Board  gave  them  a  substantial  equivalent 
ashore.  After  much  difficulty  it  was  agreed 
by  the  Harbour  Board  to  give  to  the  Citv 
Corporation  their  Hunter  Street  reserve,  which 
was  now  yielding  a  rental  of  £1,250  per  annum 
— which  rental  would  be  increased  after  the 
expiry  of  the  present  leases  —  provided  the 
City  Corporation  transferred  the  Crown  grant 
of  the  land  under  the  water,  and  made 
certain  other  exchanges  which  were  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  the  Harbour  Board. 
The  agreement  was  finally  ratified  between 
them.  In  his  view,  the  Corporation,  by  its 
masterly  inactivity,  bad  succeeded  in  forcing 
the  hand  of  the  Harbour  Board  and  secured  a 
very  substantial  equivalent  indeed  for  its  un- 
used property,  in  the  shape  of  a  block  of  land 
now  profitably  occupied  by  tenants.  It  was 
the  block  of  land  on  which  Messrs.  Sar- 
good.  Son,  and  Bwen's,  and  other  large  ware- 
houses, were  now  constructed.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  this  agreement  made  between 
these  two  bodies  should  have  the  force  of 
law  to  make  it  absolutely  binding,  because 
a  great  deal  of  expense  must  necessarily  be 
entailed  on  the  Harbour  Board  in  effecting 
the  proposed  reclamations.  Further,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  portion  of  the  Te  Arc  unre- 
claimed laiid  which  the  Corporation  had  dis- 
posed of  to  the  Harbour  Boaia,  it  wm  proposed 
JBbfi.  Dr.  Grau 


that  another  small  piece — ^relatively  small — 
extending  up  towards  Clyde  Quay,  should  be 
vested  in  the  Harbour  Board,  and  it  was  found 
that  as  the  water  there  was  shallow  no  dis- 
advantage could  result  to  the  harbour  itself. 
This  was  a  part  of  the  land  which  was  pre- 
viouslv  the  property  of  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tion, but  now  proposed  to  be  vested  in  the 
Harbour  Board.  The  only  new  feature  in  re- 
lation to  this  portion  of  the  subject  which  it 
was  imperative  he  should  make  quite  clear  to 
the  Council  was  that  in  the  exchange  of  these 
properties  the  account  brought  the  Wellington 
City  Corporation  to  the  extent  of  about  £16,000 
in  the  debt  of  the  Harbour  Board.  This  money 
was  not  payable  until  1907.  It  had  been  felt  by 
all  the  parties  concerned  that  as  a  substantial 
interest-bearing  property  was  to  be  transferred 
to  the  Wellington  City  Corporation,  and  as  that 
property  yielded  a  far  larger  revenue  than  the 
interest  necessitated  by  the  borrowing  of 
£16,000  would  entail,  it  was  therefore  not 
necessary  in  this  instance  to  take  k  vote  of 
the  ratepayers  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing 
this  £16,000.  It  was  felt  that  this  was  a  case 
of  exchange  of  wealth,  and  not  the  creation  of 
a  new  debt  by  the  Corporation.  In  fact,  any 
one  who  would  take  the  interest  of  £16,000  and 
set  against  it  the  present  revenue  of  the  land  in 
question  would  see  that  as  a  matter  of  finance 
tne  Corporation  was  materially  strengthened. 
On  that  account,  therefore,  it  was  sought  by  the 
City  Corporation  that  they  should  not  be  forced 
to  take  the  sanction  of  the  ratepayers  for  the 
borrowing  of  that  specific  sum  of  money. 
There  was  a  principle  in  this  Bill  which  waa 
entirely  new,  and  to  which  he  wished  to 
direct  the  attention  of  honourable  members. 
In  carrying  out  this  redam^ation,  amongst 
other  material  objects  to  be  subserved,  it  waa 
sought  that  the  present  railway-line  should  be 
moved  in  shorewards — should  be  moved  further 
inland — and  that  the  present  road  should  be 
moved  further  inland.  That  was  to  say,  that 
as  the  reclamation  took  place — when  the  new 
land  was  constructed  by  the  reclamation — ^in 
order  to  give  additional^  space  for  a  particular 
purpose,  which  he  would  presently  explain.  It 
was  desirable  to  move  both  the  railway  and 
the  road  further  towards  Courtenay  Place. 
Notwithstanding  this,  there  would  not  even 
then  be  left  a  sufficient  depth  of  land  to 
enable  the  Harbour  Board  to  construct  in  the 
chosen  site  a  suitable  dock.  The  depth  of  a 
modem  dock  was  now  very  great.  The  Har- 
bour Board  could  not  push  its  reclamation  into 
the  deep  water  without  damaging  the  harbour, 
more  especially  because  it  was  imperatively 
necessary  that  considerable  room  should  be 
given  to  steamers  to  turn  and  manoeuvre  be- 
tween the  main  Queen*s  Wharf  and  the  lesser 
wharves.  The  result  was  that  no  further  in- 
trusion upon  deep  water  could  be  made.  Now, 
the  construction  of  a  dock  was  an  imperatiTe 
neoessitv  in  Wellington  Harbour.  In  order  to 
enable  the  Harbour  Board  to  construct  a  dook 
they  required  more  space  than  this  reclama- 
tion gave  them,  and  it  was  therefore  propoeed 
under  this  Bill  that  the  Harbour  Board  should 
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liaye  the  power  of  taking  under  the  PabUo 
Works  Act  a  block  of  land  lying  between  Vic- 
toria Street  and  Oourtenay  Place.  This  was 
necessitated,  as  he  had  Btated,  by  the  fact  that 
sufficient  length  could  not  otherwise  be  secured 
ior  the  dock  without  intrusion  upon  private  pro- 
perty. It  so  happened  that  many  of  the  sections 
that  lay  between  Victoria  Street  and  Oourtenav 
Place  were  continuous  in  their  whole  length 
from  one  street  to  the  other.  The  result  would 
be  that  if  the  Harbour  Board  was  allowed  to 
purchase  only  such  portion  of  this  land  as  was 
indispensable  and  necessary  for  the  dock,  and 
for  the  dock  only,  they  would  be  left  with  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  land  so  cut  into  as  to  be  to 
them  perfectly  valueless.  This  was  going  to  be 
«  very  expensive  procedure  for  the  Harbour 
Board,  and  in  order  to  enable  the  Board  to 
«arry  out  this  work  it  was  proposed  that  a  new 
departure  in  this  particular  instance  should  be 
made,  and  that  the  Legislature  should  be  asked 
to  give  power  to  the  Harbour  Board  to  take 
the  whole  block  under  the  Public  Works  Act, 
paying  the  necessary  price.  When  this  Bill  was 
before  the  Local  Bills  Committee  this  new  fea- 
ture in  the  proposals  attracted  a  great  deal  of 
attention.  The  members  of  the  Local  Bills 
Committee  of  each  House  carefully  inspected 
the  site,  and  the  Local  Bills  Committee  of  the 
Legislative  Council  bad  decided  to  recommend 
in  this  instance,  in  the  interests  of  the  Harbour 
Board,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  dock,  that  a  new  departure  should  be 
made  and  the  Board  should  have  this  power. 
Firstly,  because  they  could  not  do  without  the 
land ;  secondly,  because  the  balance  of  land  if 
broken  up  into  irregular  pieces  would  be  a  use- 
less asset  to  the  Harbour  Board ;  and,  thirdly, 
because  it  seemed  reasonable  and  advisable, 
if  a  fair  price  was  paid,  that  the  Harbour 
Board  should  have  the  full  advantage  of  the 
improvements  effected  on  the  land.  Now,  this 
particular  portion  of  the  land  happened  to  be  a 
place  which  was  a  disfigurement  to  the  city. 
He  wished  to  speak  gently  about  it,  but  this 
portion  of  the  land  was  below  the  level  of  the 
ordinary  reclamation,  and  was  liable  to  surface 
floods.  A  considerable  portion  of  it  was  built 
over  with  very  small  cabins — small  wooden 
houses — as  many  as  four  on  a  single  section 
in  some  instances,  and  it  was  proposed  that 
the  Harbour  Board  should  do  away  entirely 
with  these  slums ;  shut  up  a  private  street — 
that  was  to  say,  a  blind  street  called  Grainger 
Street — and  to  make  a  new  wide  open  street,  to 
be  called  Allen  Street,  66  ft.  broad,  right  up  the 
centre  of  these  slums,  and  generally  to  reform 
and  alter  the  whole  character  of  that  portion  of 
the  city.  This  had  been  a  contemplated  im- 
provement for  many  years,  but  the  Corporation 
had  never  attempted  it.  Now,  the  Local  Bills 
Committee  of  that  Chamber  had  decided  to  re- 
commend that  this  power  should  be  granted  to 
the  Harbour  Board  under  these  very  exceptional 
eiroumstances,  but  that  a  definite  time  should 
be  stated  in  the  measure  within  which  the 
street  ocJled  Grainger  Street  should  be  dosed 
up  and  the  street  called  Allen  Street,  66  ft.  in 
width,  Bhonld  be  constructed.    The  Wellington 


City  Oortooration  was  so  anxious  that  this  work 
should  be  carried  out — although  it  had  not 
itself  attempted  it— that  it  had  agreed  with 
the  Harbour  Board  that  while  the  land  that 
was  to  be  dealt  with  under  this  Act  remained 
unused — that  was  to  say,  while  it  was  not  a 
profit-bearing  property — it  should  be  free  from 
all  rates  to  the  City  Corporation,  and  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  attended  on  the  Local  Bills 
Committee  to  urge  this  portion  of  the  Bill 
upon  the  Council,  and  to  state  that  the  Cor- 
poration desired  that  this  special  exemption,  on 
account  of  the  magnitude  and  importance  of 
the  special  services,  should  be  afforded  to  the 
Harbour  Board  to  strengthen  its  finances  for 
the  furtherance  of  this  object.  Further,  it  was 
provided  by  Local  Bills  Committee  B  that 
within  a  limited  time  the  Harbour  Board  must 
proceed  to  avail  itself  of  its  rights  under  this 
new  clause ;  there  must  be  no  hanging  in  the 
wind ;  it  must  be  a  business  transaction,  vali- 
dated and  carried  out  in  the  interest  of  all  con- 
cerned. It  was  further  provided,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  that  notice  should 
be  given  within  six  months  under  the  Public 
Works  Act  for  the  purpose  of  taking  this  land, 
and  when  the  land  came  to  be  taken  under  the 
Public  Works  Act  the  value  of  the  property 
should  be  the  value  of  the  property  as  it  was, 
not  the  value  of  the  property  as  it  might  be 
were  the  improvements  made  by  the  Harbour 
Board  allowed  for  in  the  estimate.  If  there  were 
any  further  explanation  honourable  members 
would  like  to  have  he  should  be  most  happy  to 
afEord  it,  and  he  moved  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said,  no  doubt  the 
honourable  gentleman  deserved  great  credit 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  brought  the 
Bill  before  the  Council.  He  had  been  very 
explicit  in  regard  to  the  requirements  of  this 
city,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not 
given  them  any  idea  as  to  the  probable  cost 
of  the  proposea  alterations.  He  thought  that 
Wellington,  like  many  other  places,  was  rather 
overstepping  the  mark  in  regard  to  borrowing. 
No  douDt  Wellington  was  destined  to  become  a 
great  city ;  it  must  become  a  great  and  import- 
ant place ;  but  at  the  same  time  the  redaento 
of  this  city  must  feel  the  heavy  taxation  that 
pressed  upon  them.  It  must  weigh  heavily 
upon  the  individual.  He  had  no  reason  to  ob- 
ject to  the  Bill,  but  simply  wished  to  express 
the  opinion  that  one  undertaking  referred  to 
was  a  very  heavy  one.  He  referred  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  dock.  ^  far  as  Auckland  was 
concerned,  he  did  not  think  the  Harbour  Board 
received  any  greater  returns  by  reason  of  having 
the  dock  attached  to  the  port,  and  he  presumed 
it  was  the  same  with  regard  to  the  Lyttelton. 
Dock.  In  the  case  of  Wellington,  &e  con- 
struction of  a  public  work  like  this  must 
necessitate  an  increase  of  taxation  materially. 
No  doubt  the  portion  of  the  city  referred  to 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  was  unsightly, 
but  at  the  same  time  people  had  bought  their 
land  there,  and  had  built  on  that  land,  and  why 
should  they  be  compelled  to  vacate  it  for  the 
purpoee  of  constructing  a  dock,  without  just 
compensation.    He  presumed  that  when  those 
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people  setbled  in  that  locality  it  was  oon- 
sidered  a  very  oatside  portion  of  the  town, 
but  it  had  sinoe  increased  in  value,  and  might 
still  further  increase,  and,  by  taking  the  land 
under  the  Public  Works  Act  the  people  would 
probably  never  receive  the  returns  from  it  that 
they  might  have  expected  to  receive,  because 
the  Harbour  Board  stepped  in  and  prevented 
them  from  receiving  a  fair  value  for  tbeir  out- 
lay. He  had  no  objection  to  the  Harbour 
Board  going  in  if  they  considered  it  necessary. 
It  did  not  affect  him  personally,  but  he  thought 
the  building  of  a  dock  would  be  a  very  costly 
affair,  and  the  citizens  of  Wellington  would  in 
the  end  be  heavily  taxed  for  it. 

Tbe  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  he  had  so 
severely  criticized  Wellington  Oorporation  Bills 
in  the  past  that  it  might  be  thought  he  had 
some  object  in  favouring  this  BiU.  This  Bill 
really  belonged  to  the  Harbour  Board,  and  the 
affairs  of  the  Wellington  Harbour  Board,  in  his 
opinion,  were  managed  better  than  those  of  any 
other  Harbour  Board  in  the  colony.  Qn  tbat 
ground  alone  he  would  be  inclined  to  favour 
this  measure.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  had  very 
fairly  explained  the  Bill.  He  had  noted  the 
objections  raised  before  the  Local  Bills  Oom- 
mittee  with  regard  to  this  departure  in  the  way 
of  taking  this  land.  Tbe  Committee  had  taken 
a  considerable  amount  of  trouble:  they  had 
visited  the  locality,  and  had  gone  into  the 
whole  matter  most  thoroughly.  With  regard  to 
his  honourable  friend's  question  as  to  what  the 
cost  was  going  to  be,  he  might  say  there  was  a 
large  amount  of  property  in  Oourtenay  Place 
that  would  not  be  taken  at  all,  and  which 
there  was  no  intention  to  take.  But  there 
were  certain  slums  which  would  be  taken 
under  the  Public  Works  Act,  and  pulled  down. 
So  far,  then,  as  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Committee  went,  and  from  the  information 
he  had  gathered  himself,  the  people  in  the 
locality  were  not  going  to  be  very  much  dis- 
turbed. As  to  building  a  dock,  he  thought 
honourable  members  might  make  up  their  minds 
tbat  it  would  be  a  long  time  before  that  was 
done.  The  experience  of  the  very  large  docks 
in  Lyttelton  and  Auckland  would  make  them 
pause  before  the  construction  of  another.  At 
all  events,  there  would  have  to  be  a  Loan  Bill 
before  that  was  done,  and  that  would  be  the 
time  to  say  whether  they  were  going  to  build  or 
not.  It  was  difficult  to  say  what  the  cost  would 
be,  but  the  Harbour  Board  expected  to  do  the 
work  without  any  loan.  They  had  at  credit 
some  £d4,000,  out  of  which  tney  proposed  to 
work  the  matter  without  further  funds  until 
they  realised  somethincf  by  the  sale  of  the  land. 
He  thought  the  Council  were  justified  in  letting 
the  Bill  go  through,  because  it  was  saf  eguuded 
in  every  way.  This  was  not  a  Boaord  that 
managed  tbeir  affairs  badly,  and  the  Council 
might  safely  trust  them  to  carry  out  this  to  the 
best  advantage  to  themselves. 

Tbe  Hon.  Dr.  ORACE  said  his  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Shrimski  would  not  find  him  advo- 
cating any  Bill  in  the  Council  that  he  thought 
was  going  to  increase  the  expenses  of  the 
people  living  in  the  city.  He  held  tbat  in  a 
Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski 


new  country  towns  ought  to  be  inexpensive  and 
comfortable  to  live  in,  and  above  all  things  he 
abhorred  and  detested  wasteful  expenditure  for 
profitless  objects.  Before  he  undertook  to  in- 
troduce this  measure  he  had  very  carefully 
considered  the  whole  subject,  and,  if  he  must 
be  candid  with  the  Council,  he  said  to  himself 
that  all  experience  showed  that  the  secretary 
of  the  Harbour  Board  was  a  man  of  genius — 
absolutely  and  unquestionably  a  man  of  geninSt 
with  a  marvellously  practical  talent,  with  an 
infinite  power  of  mastering  intricate  details, 
and  with  the  highest  capacity  for  conceiving 
projects,  and,  further,  endowed— a  strange  addi- 
tion to  those  characteristics — with  the  moat 
conscientious  nature.  When  he  (Dr.  Grace) 
saw  a  first-rate  man  he  was  ready  to  baok 
him,  and  small  credit  to  him  if  he  did ;  and 
if  the  secretary  of  the  Harbour  Board  was 
not  in  charge  of  these  works  he  (Dr.  Grace) 
would  not  be  in  charge  of  this  Bill.  Now,  what 
guarantee  had  they  that  the  finance  of  this 
Harbour  Board  was  sound  ?  Hitherto  the 
Harbour  Board  had  habitually  created  a  sink- 
ing fund  of  5  per  cent,  of  its  profits  for  de- 
preciation. A  further  portion  of  its  profits  had 
been  invested  in  reproductive  works,  and,  not- 
withstanding that,  it  had  accumulated  a  sum 
of  £84,000,  with  a  view  of  carrying  out  these 
projects.  Under  these  circumstances  he  did 
not  doubt  the  result.  When  the  question  of 
the  construction  of  a  dry-dock  came  before  that 
Council,  and  if  it  happened  to  be  advocated  by 
the  secretarvof  the  Harbour  Board,  they  would 
find  he  would  not  be  such  an  enthusiastic  ad- 
vocate of  that  as  he  was  of  this  measure.  The  v 
must  make  the  construction  of  a  dry-dock 
possible,  because  they  did  not  know  what  were 
going  to  be  the  needs  of  our  mercantile  in- 
terests in  case  science  and  economy  and  the 
nature  of  our  position  made  it  imperative.  To 
neglect  to  make  it  would  be  a  very  foolish 
piece  of  business  on  their  part.  He  oould  only 
say  that,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  very  novel 
principle  was  introduced  in  this  Bill,  when 
they  took  into  consideration  the  character  of 
the  property  which  would  be  chiefiy  affected 
by  it,  i^d  recalled  that — as  far  as  his  experienoe 
went,  at  any  rate — most  owners  were  anxious 
to  sell  that  kind  of  property,  and  nobody  was 
anxious  to  buy  it,  he  could  only  say  that  the 
owners,  if  they  effected  a  sale  on  this  occasion^ 
could  not  be  considered  unfortunate  men. 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  BILL. 
On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  bs  commUtsd^ 
The  Hon.  Obtain  BAILLIS  said,  before  the 
question  was  put  he  desired  to  say  that,  unfortu- 
nately, he  was  not  present  when  the  BiU  was 
read  the  second  time.  There  had  been  a  vezy 
short  debate  upon  the  subject,  only  one  other 
member  speaking  in  addition  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill.  His 
honourable  friend  on  his  right  f  Mr.  W.  C.  Smith) 
had  made  a  statement  which,  ne  thought,  must 
have  been  made  in  error,  for  he  had  seen  from 
the  newspaper  report  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  stated  that  barristers  at  Home 
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had  only  to  eat  so  many  dinnen  in  ozder  to 
qualify  for  the  profefision. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  SMITH.~No,  I  did  not 
■»y  that. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILUE  said  the  news- 
paper  had  made  an  error  then.  At  the  present 
lizoe  bairiBterB  at  Home  had  to  pass  a  yery 
Borere  examination,  one  almost  as  severe  as  any 
one  oould  be  required  to  undergo.  They  were 
examined  in  jurispmdenoe,  Roman  law,  inter- 
national law,  and  in  other  subjects,  before 
they  oould  obtain  their  qualifioation  as  bar- 
visters ;  and  this  was  a  very  desirable  thing  ii 
they  were  to  have  the  law  administered  pro- 
perly. They  should  remember  that  very  large 
•takes  depended  upon  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  the  law,  and  that  in  oriminal  oases 
human  lives  depended  upon  the  due  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  He  thought  it  very  advis- 
able they  should  pause  before  they  passed  a  law 
that  would  open  the  door  to  maladimmistration ; 
and  that  might  happen,  since  the  law  at  the 
present  time  only  required  solioitors  to  pass  a 
minor  examination,  and  the  purport  of  the  Bill 
was  to  admit  solioitors  after  so  many  years 
practice  as  barristers,  so  that  these  men  might 
actually  oooupy  seats  on  the  Bench.  He  would 
ask  his  honourable  friend  whether  it  would 
not  be  advisable,  if  the  law  was  to  be  altered, 
that  the  Bill  should  go  before  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee. 

Hon.  Mbmbsbs. — ^No. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILUE  said,  some 
honourable  members,  in  their  wisdom,  said 
*'No,"  but  all  were  not  of  that  opinion,  and 
he  would  move  as  an  amendment.  That  the  BUI 
be  referred  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  would  second  the 
amendment.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  this  Bill  ought  not  to  be 
lightly  passed.  He  had  been  present  when  the 
Bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  had  heard 
the  explanation  made  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  moved  it.  The  only  other  speech  then 
made  was  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Smith.  He 
had  not  himself  then  looked  up  the  question  to 
see  what  was  done  elsewhere.  His  honourable 
Mend  had  stated  that  in  Sydney  solicitors 
were  allowed  to  practise  as  barristers.  Now, 
in  Sydney  both  solicitors  and  barristers  had  to 
undergo  very  severe  examinations,  and  there 
— and  also  in  Melbourne — ^when  they  were 
adopting  a  new  law  they  allowed  those  who 
had  been  in  practice  for  a  certain  time  to  be- 
come barristers ;  but,  after  that,  an  examina- 
tion was  imposed,  which,  as  has  been  pointed 
out,  was  of  a  very  severe  character.  In  Sydney, 
if*  a  solicitor  wished  to  become  a  barrister  he 
must  give  up  his  solioitorship,  and  if  a  bar- 
rister wished  to  become  a  solicitor  he  must 
eeaae  to  practise  as  a  barrister.  There 
the  positions  were  separated.  Then,  taking 
Melboome.  The  examination  there  for  a  bar- 
rister was  very  severe ;  but  they  had  allowed 
those  who  had  been  in  practice  for  a  certain 
period  to  be  barristers,  so  that  they  would  re- 
oeive  no  injury  from  the  change  that  had  been 
made  in  the  law ;  but  those  who  now  became 
barristers  had  to  undergo  severe  examinations. 


In  New  Zealand  we  had  done  much  the  same 
thing.  At  one  time,  before  the  Act  was  brought 
into  force  which  necessitated  a  considerable 
examination,  all  solicitors  here  were  admitted 
as  barristers,  so  that  no  injustice  might  be  done 
to  them;  but  after  that  the  examination  of 
barristers  was  very  severe,  while  that  of  solici- 
tors was  not  severe.  Seeing  this  was  so,  he  did 
not  think  the  Bill  should  be  walked  through 
the  House  in  the  way  they  seemed  disposed 
to  let  it  go,  without  a  single  word  being  said 
against  its  second  reading*  and  without  much 
being  said  on  its  committal.  It  would  surelv 
be  well  to  htibve  this  matter  further  investi- 
gated, and  it  could  do  no  harm  to  let  the 
Bill  go  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,, 
where  it  could  be  reviewed,  and  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  it  looked  into, 
so  that  it  might  be  seen  whether  or  not  it  was 
a  wise  and  prudent  proposal.  Would  not  the 
Bill  open  the  door  too  widely?  If,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  said,  those  so  ad- 
mitted could  be  called  upon  to  administer  the 
law  it  should  not  be  treated  lightly ;  and  when 
they  looked  at  the  difEerence  between  the 
examinations  of  barristers  and  solioitors  he 
thought  it  would  be  seen  that  they  should  not,, 
with  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  wipe  out  all  necessary 
examinations  as  to  qualification.  From  the- 
Uttle  he  had  been  able  to  look  into  the  ques^ 
tion  he  could  see  that  it  was  very  desirable,  in 
the  interests  of  all,  and  for  the  honour  of  the 
colony,  that  they  should  not  lower  the  status 
of  barristers  so  much  that  New  Zealand  bar- 
risters could  not  be  admitted  as  barristers  in 
another  colony.  It  would  be  well  if  in  all  the 
colonies  the  status  of  the  profession  was  main- 
tained at  a  high  level,  and  that  the  examina- 
tions should  be  as  far  as  possible  equal.  He 
would  not,  of  course,  object  to  the  admission 
of  bctfristers  in  this  colony  so  long  as  they  had 
been  properly  trained  in  any  other  colony,  but 
he  would  not  open  the  door  too  wide. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  was  as- 
tonished  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
appeared  to  take  a  great  interest  in  the 
question,  had  not  shown  a  better  grasp  of  it. 
He  appeared  to  be  strangely  ignorant  of  the 
provisions  relating  to  barristers  and  solicitors 
in  this  colony  and  the  other  colonies,  and  he 
apparently  thought  that  if  this  Bill  passed  it 
would  prevent  the  New  Zealand  barristers  and 
solicitors  being  admitted  in  the  other  colonies. 
Well,  at  present  the  New  Zealand  barristers 
and  solicitors  were  not  admitted  in  the  other 
colonies — and  had  not  been  for  years^-simply 
because  in  New  Zealand  no  difierenoe  was 
made  between  barrister  and  solicitor;  and  so 
long  as  we  did  not  take  up  the  Old  Countiv 
idea  Uiat  there  should  be  a  professional  dif- 
ference between  a  barrister  and  a  solioitor  so 
long  would  our  barristers  and  solicitors  not  be 
eligible  to  enter  on  equal  terms  with  the  pro- 
fession in  the  other  colonies.  The  Bill  had  no 
more  to  do  with  the  mutual  relations  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  different  colonies  than  it  had  to 
do  with  the  Wellington  Harbour  Board.  Why 
should  his  honourable  friend  opposite  be  so 
strong  against  the  Bill  ?    They  were  not  open- 
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Ing  the  door  wider  than  it  was  already  opened. 
The  honourable  gentleman  mast  know  that  at 
present  there  were  plenty  of  Bolioitors  who  were 
trostedwith  important  business,  and  that  some 
of  the  most  confidential  work  in  evei^  country 
in  the  world  was  conducted  by  solicitors  who, 
although  they  had  not  passed  a  high  literary  ex- 
amination, were  still  good  lawyers  and  were 
able  to  give  adyioe,  and  who  were  competent  to 
select  a  good  advocate  when  a  client  required 
to  be  represented  in  Court.  If  this  Bill  pro- 
posed to  lower  the  status  of  solicitors,  and  so 
bring  down  the  status  of  the  legal  profession, 
he  could  understand  some  of  the  objections 
that  had  been  urged  against  it ;  but  that  was 
not  the  object  of  the  Bill  at  all.  What  was 
sought  for  was  to  enact  that  gentlemen  who 
had  been  of  good  standing  for  five  years  as 
solicitors  should,  ipso  factOf  be  admitted  as 
bsfhsters,  for  the  reason  that  their  experi- 
ence entitled  them  to  be  so  advanced.  They 
were  not  to  be  advanced,  so  to  speak,  to  a 
profession  of  a  higher  grade,  as  were  the  bar- 
risters in  other  countries,  but  they  were  to  be 
sJlowed  to  practise  law  in  the  higher  Courts 
side  by  side  with  their  fellows  in  the  profession. 
He  would  be  one  of  the  last  to  degrade  the  law 
or  to  open  it  on  such  terms  that  it  would  fall 
into  the  hands  of  a  class  who  would  be  danger- 
ous, because  of  their  ignorance,  but  he  did  not 
think  this  proposal  in  any  shape  or  form  ren- 
dered such  a  contingency  likely.  As  to  sending 
the  Bill  to  the  Statutes  Be  vision  Committee, 
he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  it.  It  was  not 
a  Bill  that  required  to  be  discussed  as  a  change 
of  the  machinery  of  the  law :  it  was  purely  a 
matter  of  principle :  Was  it  advisable  to  open 
the  door  to  these  solicitors  or  not  ?  What  did 
it  matter  to  the  Council  what  that  Commit- 
tee thought  on  the  matter  ?  It  was  purely  a 
matter  of  opinion.  He  believed  the  matter 
had  been  before  the  Statutes  Revision  Com- 
mittee previously,  but,  at  any  rate,  the  opinion 
of  that  Committee  would  not  change  a  single 
vote  in  the  Council,  and  he  trusted,  therefore, 
the  Council  would  not  send  the  BUI  to  a  Com- 
mittee which  did  not  need  to  consider  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  SMITH  said  his  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  McLean  had  challenged  the 
statement  he  j(Mr.  Smith)  made  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  as  to  the  position  of  the  law 
in  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria.  He  had 
obtained  copies  of  the  Acts,  and  he  would  read 
from  them  to  show  that  he  was  correct. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN  explained  that  what 
he  had  said  was  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  stated  all  the  law  to  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  SMITH  said,  Well,  he 
would  read  it  all  to  the  Council.  In  the  Vic- 
torian statutes  of  1891,  clause  4  of  the  Legal 
Professions  Act  read  as  follows : — 

'*  Every  person  who  has  been  admitted  as  a 
solicitor  shall,  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  be  euid 
is  hereby  admitted  as  a  barrister  as  from  the 
date  of  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  practise  as  a  barrister  and  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  a  barrister." 
— showing  they  were  admitted  at  once  without 
any  further  examination. 

Hon,  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker 


The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  asked  his  honour- 
able friend  to  read  what  followed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  SMITH  said  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  what  followed.  It  was 
clear  that  all  the  solicitors  then  in  practice 
were  admitted  as  barristers  without  examma- 
tion  of  any  kind.  He  had  spoken  to  several 
persons  on  the  matter,  among  them  a  barrister, 
so  that  he  was  not  mistaken  in  what  he  said. 
Then,  in  Victoria,  in  1892,  a  law  was  passed 
that  every  solicitor  and  attorney  who  bed 
practised 'five  years  became  a  barrister  without 
any  further  examination ;  and  that  was  all  the 
Act  now  before  the  House  asked— that  those 
who  had  been  practising  in  Courts  for  five  years 
should,  if  the  Judge  gave  a  certificate,  be  made 
barristers.  That  would  put  the  New  Zealand 
solicitors  on  exactly  the  same  footing  as  in  New 
South  Wales.  The  hardship  of  the  case  was 
this :  that  those  solicitors  who  had  been  made 
barristers  in  New  South  Wales  without  exam- 
ination came  to  New  Zealiuid  and  practised  as 
barristers ;  whereas  the  solicitors  in  New  Zea- 
land who  had  served  five  years  and  upward 
in  the  Courts,  and  had  had  large  experience, 
could  not  practise  as  barristers.  Therefore 
this  Bill  brought  them  on  all-fours  with  the 
profession  in  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria. 
With  reference  to  the  Bill,  three  of  the  legal 
associations  of  the  colony — Auckland,  Christ- 
church,  and  Southland — had  agreed  that  the 
measure  should  be  allowed  to  pass.  These 
associations  consisted  of  barristers,  and  surely 
they  knew  their  own  business.  Two  associa- 
tions opposed  the  Bill,  but  it  had  to  be  remem- 
bered that  the  majority  of  the  associations  were 
in  favour  of  it.  The  objection  to  the  Bill  going 
to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  was  this : 
the  measure  had  been  before  that  Committee 
before,  and  that  Committee,  composed  mostly, 
of  course,  of  barristers,  were  to  some  extent 
naturally  interested  in  preventing  the  Bill  from 
passing,  as  they  did  not  want  too  many  in  their 
ranks.  For  himself,  however,  he  thought  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  would  result  in  a  great 
advantage  to  the  public,  as  it  would  give  wem 
a  wider  field  from  whom  to  employ  barristers 
for  the  Supreme  Court.  As  he  had  pointed  out 
before,  it  was  a  very  great  hardship,  especially 
in  country  places,  where  solicitors  with  the 
requisite  knowledge  took  up  cases  and  piloted 
them  successfully  through  the  lower  Court — be- 
cause they  were  not  barristers  they  were  unable 
to  appear  in  the  same  oases  in  the  higher  Court 
when  they  went  to  that  stage.  Barristers  had 
to  be  employed;  whereas  the  solicitors  were 
quite  capable  of  taking  the  oases  themselves. 
He  hoped  the  Council  would  not  send  the  Bill 
to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  as  that 
would  simply  mean  delay,  and  there  was  no 
reason  for  it,  as  had  been  pointed  out  by  the 
Minister  of  Education. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  that  when  the 
Minister  spoke  on  this  subject  he  spoke  as  if 
the  examination  for  a  call  to  the  bar  as  a  bar- 
rister was  simply  a  literary  one. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  he  was 
aware  that  there  was  a  literary  examination 
and  a  legal  examination,  and  he  simply  spoke 
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of  the  one  side  of  the  qneBtion— the  literary 
side. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVEBsaid,  Yes ;  the  Minie- 
ter  Bpoke  as  if  the  examination  was  simply  a 
hterary  one,  when  it  was  by  no  means  so.  It  was 
an  examination  in  the  higher  departments  of 
uirisprudence,  and  many  departments  of  law. 
The  Minister  had  spoken  as  if  the  object  of  the 
Bill  were  to  raise  the  status  of  solicitors.  It 
was  by  no  means  so.  The  object  of  the  Bill 
seamed  to  be  to  lower  the  status  of  bar- 
risters. In  this  colony  universities  had  been 
eetablished  at  great  cost  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  standard  of  education,  and  now 
they  were  invited  to  pass  an  Act  to  enable  one 
of  the  learned  professions  to  do  without  uni- 
▼ersity  training.  The  thing  was  quite  incon- 
sistent and  contradictory  with  everything  they 
had  hitherto  seemed  to  desire  with  regard  to 
the  higher  education.  The  Minister  also  said 
that  in  New  Zealand  there  was  no  distinction 
between  solicitor  and  barrister.  Then,  why  did 
it  become  necessary  to  pass  this  Bill?  The 
fact  was  that  there  was  a  distinction  between 
solicitor  and  barrister  here.  It  was  open, 
certainly,  to  a  solicitor  to  become  a  barrister 
on  passing  certain  examinations,  but  in  some 
eoontries  which  had  been  alluded  tq  by  his 
honourable  friend  opposite,  it  was  not  open  to 
a  solicitor  to  become  a  barrister  luid  to  remain 
a  solicitor.  He  must  either  be  a  solicitor  or 
a  barrister.  He  had  the  power  of  selecting 
which  he  would  be,  if  he  had  the  required  know- 
ledge, but  this  proposal  allowed  every  solicitor 
to  become  a  barrister  without  examination 
simply  because  he  had  been  practising  as  a 
solicitor  for  a  certain  time.  The  qualification 
of  experience  obtained  in  his  practice  was  ex- 
tremely valuable  to  a  solicitor,  and  he  was  able 
to  do  his  duty  just  in  proportion  to  his  know- 
ledge and  experience;  but  he  was  qualified 
not  as  a  barrister,  but  as  a  solicitor.  If  he 
wanted  to  practise  as  a  barrister  then  it  was 
open  to  him  to  become  a  barrister  on  passing 
the  requisite  examinations  in  those  subjects 
which  Delonged  more  especially  to  barristers. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  this  Bill  was  by  no 
means  a  desirable  one,  and  that  they  ought 
in  rogard  to  these  matters  to  raise  the  status 
of  the  learned  professions,  especially  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  on  which  the  security  of 
their  persons  and  property  so  much  depended. 
There  were  other  considerations.  His  honour- 
able friend  opposite  had  argued  as  if  it 
were  necessary  to  extend  the  area  of  selection 
offered  to  the  public.  He  said  that  if  this  Bill 
were  pennitted  lo  pass  it  would  permit  every 
lolioitor  with  a  certain  amount  of  practice  to 
beoome  a  barrister,  and  that  the  area  of  selec- 
tion open  to  would-be  clients  would  be  enlarged. 
Well,  it  was  within  the  knowledge  of  all  of 
them  that  the  area  of  selection  was  at  present 
anlv  too  wide.  The  professions  were  crowded, 
and  even  in  the  city  in  which  they  were  at 
nssent  the  area  of  selection  was  so  laige  that 
oe  fancied  a  good  many  of  the  bairisters  were 
not  even  maldng  a  living.  The  area  of  selection 
was  quite  wide  enough  already.  He  hoped  that 
lUfl  sill  would  not  pass. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  SOOTIjAND  thought  what 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  said  was  true,  and  per- 
haps on  the  ground  of  humanity  it  would  be 
better  if  this  Bill  were  not  to  pass,  because,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  stated,  the  profes^ 
sion  was  so  overcrowded.  If  they  took  the 
legal  profession  in  New  Zealand— taking  the 
whole  body  of  them — he  did  not  suppose  the 
individual  members  were  making  £200  a  year 
each.  He  was  quite  certain,  indeed,  that  they 
were  not  making  that.  He  thought  they  had 
heard  enough— putting  the  humanitarian  view 
of  the  question  on  one  side — to  convince  them 
that  the  Bill  ought  to  pass,  as  it  seemed  to 
him  it  was  time  that  this  imaginary  line — this 
distinction  without  a  difference — should  be  put 
a  stop  to,  as  the  barrister  and  solicitor  were 
taken  from  the  same  class  of  society.  He  be* 
lieved,  also,  he  was  right  in  saving  that  they 
enjoyed  an  equal  amount  of  educational  ad- 
vantages. In  England,  of  course,  there  was  a 
well-drawn  line  between  the  two  branches  of 
the  profession,  but  a  mem  was  not  thought 
the  less  of  for  having  made  his  way  to  the 
Bar  through  an  attorney's  office.  He  need 
only  instance  the  late  Lord  Thurlow,  who  was 
Lord  Ohanoellor  in  the  reign  of  Qeorge  the 
Third,  and  had  gone  through  an  attorney's  office 
on  his  way  to  the  Woolsack.  He  made  a  very 
distinguished  Judge,  and  there  were  many  men 
in  England  who  could  show  the  same  r^oord. 
He  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Scotland)  was  called  to  the 
Bar  in  1849.  He  certsioly  had  more  to  do  with 
barristers  than  solicitors,  although  he  had  a 
brother  in  the  latter  branch  of  the  profession. 
He  many  times  heard  the  opinion  expressed 
and  the  advice  given,  that  the  best  thing  for  a 
young  man  to  do  was  to  go  into  an  attorney's 
office,  if  only  for  twelve  months,  before  going 
to  the  Bar.  With  reference  to  what  the  Hon. 
Captain  Baillie  had  told  them,  he  had  read 
the  article  mentioned,  and,  though  it  did 
not  bear  strictly  on  this  question,  it  seemed 
to  him,  from  the  tone  of  that  article,  that 
the  writer  wished  to  insinuate  that  all  that 
was  necessary  in  England  to  become  a  bar- 
rister was  to  keep  a  certain  number  of 
terms,  and  eat  a  certain  number  of  dinners. 
When  he  was  in  England  he  kept  terms  at  the 
Middle  Temple.  Two  or  three  terms  before  he 
was  called  to  the  Bar  the  excellent  innovation 
was  introduced  of  giving  lectures  in  the  hall  to 
the  students,  and  he  remembered  that  Professor 
Long,  a  most  distinguished  scholar,  delivered 
some  interesting  lectures  on  Boman  law,  and 
he  was  only  sorry  that  the  custom  had  not 
been  introduced  in  the  Middle  Temple  in  the 
earlier  days  of  his  studentship,  as  he  should 
then  have  had  the  benefit  of  listening  to  one  of 
the  profoundest  scholars  of  the  day.  The 
examination  for  admission  to  the  Bar  was  now 
sufficiently  strict  thdre  and  at  the  other  Inns 
of  Ck>urt  in  London.  He  had  no  more  to  say, 
but  he  should  certainly  support  the  Bill,  be- 
oanse  he  could  not  see  any  reason  against 
the  change.  There  were  many  respectable 
solicitors  in  this  colony  who  would  compare 
favourably  with,  and  even  put  to  shame, 
many  of  those  noisy,  blathering  Old  Ballqr 
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praotitianers  who  were  a  perfect  clisgtaoe  to 
the  profeesion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  PEAOOOE  thought  this 
Bill  ought  to  be  called  a  private  Bill.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  somebody  had  failed  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Bar,  and  this  BiU  would  favour  some 
individual  or  individuals.  The  second  clause 
read  that  **  Every  solicitor  of  the  Supreme  Oourt 
not  admitted  as  a  barrister  shall  be  entitled  to 
be  admitted  and  enrolled  and  to  practise  as  a 
barrister."  Therefore,  if  he  had  been  plucked 
in  his  examination,  this  would  give  him  an  op- 
portunity of  coming  forward  again — if  he  were 
a  man  of  good  character.  Well,  it  was  not 
altogether  good  character  that  enabled  a  man 
to  become  a  successful  barrister  or  solicitor. 
He  ought  to  be  an  able  man,  but  the  clause  did 
not  say  anything  about  his  ability.  It  said, 
•<of  good  character."  Taking  into  considera- 
tion the  fact  that  this  Bill  was  really  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  and  was  only  taken  up  by  the 
Government,  he  thought  it  ought  to  l>e  referred 
to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  for  con- 
sideration, to  see  whether  some  more  suitable 
words  could  not  be  put  in. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  would  also 
like  to  see  the  Bill  referred  to  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee.  The  first  part  of  clause  2 
read  as  follows : — 

«« Every  solicitor  of  the  Supreme  Court  not 
admitted  as  a  barrister  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
admitted  and  enrolled  and  to  practise  as  a 
barrister  of  that  Couit  on  application  in  that 
behalf  to  a  Judge  if  the  Judge  is  satisfied  that 
the  anplicant  is  of  good  character,  and  for  at 
least  five  years  has  been  in  active  practice  as  a 
solicitor  of  that  Court." 

Now,  what  is  meant  by  "  active  practice  as 
a  solicitor  "  ?  His  honourable  friend  had  said 
he  should  be  a  solicitor  of  good  standing.  But 
he  knew  of  solicitors  who  were  very  worthy 
persons,  no  doubt,  and  who  had  passed  their 
examinations  fairly  and  had  been  admitted 
as  solicitors,  but  they  were  mere  clerks  at 
the  present  time  in  the  office  of  some  so- 
licitor. Occasionally  they  might  be  sent  by 
their  employer  to  tbe  Court  to  move  some 
motions  on  some  unimportant  matter.  Did 
bis  honourable  friend  mean  to  say  that  was  a 
solicitor  of  good  standing,  or  did  he  mean  ^at  a 
solicitor  must  have  an  office  of  his  own  for  five 
vears,  or  be  known  as  a  solicitor  practising  on 
his  own  account?    He  thought  it  most  im- 

eirtant  that  this  point  should  be  cleared  up. 
e  did  not  object  so  much,  as  some  honourable 
members  who  had  spoken,  to  a  man  who  had 
made  a  name  for  himself  before  the  Courts  of 
<the  colony  being  allowed  to  become  a  barrister 
after  a  period  of  five  years' practice,  but  it  should 
be  practice  on  his  own  acoount,  and  not  a  mere 
•elerk  for  somebody  else.  With  regard  to  what 
his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Smith  had  said  on 
^he  second  reading  of  the  Bill — namely,  that  a 
iinan  did  not  require  to  have  much  knowledge 
tin  law  to  be  called  to  the  Bar  in  England — well, 
«he  had  written  to  a  barrister  who  had  passed 
•some  few  years  ago  asking  what  the  facts  were 
•on  the  subject,  and  the  reply  was  that  to 
enable  a  man  to  become  a  barrister  he  had  to 
Bon.  Mr.  Scotland 


a  stiff  examination.  And  he  (Mr.  Mont- 
gomery) felt  sure  that  was  the  c<bse.  He  was 
sure  the  mere  eating  of  dinners  nowadays  was 
not  sufficient  to  enable  a  man  to  pass.  Ha 
hoped  the  Bill  would  be  sent  to  the  Statutes 
Revision  Conmiittee,  so  as  to  obtain  their 
opinion  upon  it.  That  Committee  should  also 
define  what  "  active  practice  "  really  meant. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  said  the  reason  that 
there  had  been  very  little  discussion  upon 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  might  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  measnn 
had  been  before  them  on  previous  oooasiooB, 
and  had  been  exhaustively  discussed.  Ha 
thought,  therefore,  very  few  honourable  mem- 
bers expected  there  would  be  fmy  lengthy 
debate  on  the  second  reading,  and  certainly 
not  on  this  occasion.  He  looked  upon  the 
proposal  to  send  the  Bill  to  the  Statutea 
Revision  Committee  as  simply  a  means  of 
delaying  its  passing  into  law.  He  could  not 
see  that  the  Statutes  Revision  Conmiittaa 
could  assist  them  in  any  way  at  this  stage. 
The  point  raised  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery 
was  one  that  he  himself  could  very  well  deu 
with  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  so  there 
was  no  necessity  to  refer  it  on  that  ground. 
Then,  something  was  made  of  the  statement 
that,  if  this  measure  passed,  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  in  the  future  might  suffer.  By 
that  it  seemed  to  be  presumed  that  the  future 
administration  of  justice  would  be  solely  in  the 
hands  of  the  barristers.  He  did  not  know  how 
such  a  wrong  impression  could  have  arisen, 
because  they  knew  that  any  solicitor  of  seven 
years'  standing  could  at  the  present  time  bo 
appointed  a  Supreme  Court  Judge,  and  he  held 
that  if  a  man  were  capable  after  seven  years' 
practice  as  a  solicitor  to  sit  on  the  Suprema 
Court  Bench  and  to  administer  the  laws  he 
was  fit  to  act  aa  a  barrister ;  and  while  that 
was  the  law  of  the  land,  the  future  adminis- 
tration of  justice  could  in  no  way  be  affected 
by  the  pcwsing  of  this  measure.  Now,  they 
had  in  this  colony  over  six  hundred  lawyers, 
and,  out  of  those,  how  many  ci^[»able  pleaders 
were  there  ?  One  could  almost  count  them 
on  one's  fingers.  Then,  if  they  took  into 
consideration  who  were  the  most  oapaUe 
pleaders  in  the  colony,  they  would  find  that 
some  of  them  were  men  who  had  never 
passed  the  higher  examinations  tliat  were 
required  of  barristers.  They  were  admitted 
at  the  time  the  service  of  articles  was 
abolished,  as  a  sort  of  compensation.  Then, 
he  had  heard  of  a  case  where  an  English 
solicitor  went  to  a  neighbouring  colony — ^Ta»- 
mania->where  he  was  admitted  as  a  barrister, 
and  then  came  to  this  colony  and  so  got  in  as  it 
were  by  the  back-door,  and  became  a  barrister 
of  New  Zealand.  But  while  that  might  be 
done,  an  English  or  a  Scotch  solicitor,  no 
matter  how  capable  he  might  be,  if  he  cams 
direct  to  this  colony,  could  not  practise  as  a 
barrister.  It  seemed  to  him  that  while  these 
loopholes  existed  some  amendment  of  the  law 
was  neceBsary;  but,  if  the  higher  education 
were  absolutelv  necessary  in  onler  to  keep  np 
the  status  of  the  profession,  one  would  sxpeot 
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to  find  Ihat  this  higher  eduoaiion  would  make 
the  gentleman  in  question  so  much  more 
able,  and  therefore  one  would  look  for  an 
increased  number  of  persons  who  were  capable 
of  pleading  ably  before  the  higher  Courts. 
But  what  must  they  argae  from  the  fact  that 
the  majority  did  pass  ttie  higher  examination, 
and  yet  so  few  were  capable  of  pleading  suc- 
cessfully in  our  superior  Courts  ?  They  could 
only  come  to  one  conclusion,  he  contended,  and 
that  was  that  the  additional  amount  of  cram- 
ming they  had  to  undergo  dulled  their  percep- 
tion and  reflection,  and  made  them  less  capable 
faiatead  of  more  capable.  It  had  been  said 
there  would  be  no  distinction  between  bar- 
risters and  solicitors  if  this  Bill  passed,  but 
there  must,  at  any  rate  for  a  period  of  five  years, 
be  a  distinction  between  them,  and  he  thought 
the  distinction  should  be  made  more  marked. 
He  thought  it  was  a  very  good  law  which  re- 
quired a  barrister  to  practise  as  a  barrister, 
and  a  solicitor  to  practise  as  a  solicitor.  He 
knew  of  nothing  more  contemptible  than  to 
see  a  highly  educated  man,  in  some  in- 
stances with  a  title  attached  to  his  name, 
hunting  for  shillings  in  a  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate's Court.  In  these  cases  there  was  not 
much  difference  between  a  barrister  and  a 
solicitor,  when  looked  at  from  a  barrister's 
point  of  view,  because  the  greater  included  the 
less,  and  he  not  only  took  the  large  fees  which 
he  could  get  in  the  higher  Court,  but  scrambled 
lor  shillings  with  the  less  fortunate  or  less 
fitted  members  of  the  legal  profe'saion,  and  so 
depriyed  them  of  the  opportunity  of  earning  a 
crust.  Was  it  to  be  wondered  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  there  were  many  mem- 
bers of  the  legal  profession  in  this  country  who 
were  in  an  impecunious  condition  ?  The  ten- 
dency of  the  present  age  was  in  the  direction  of 
opening  up  every  avenue  of  employment  to  as 
large  a  number  of  persons  as  possible.  He  was 
not  saying  that  the  tendency  was  a  good  one 
in  all  cases,  but  he  thought  the  legal  profession 
was  one  ^hat  should  lend  itself  to  drawing  its 
recruits  from  the  very  widest  limits.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  best  way  to  improve  the  pro- 
fession was  to  give  the  greatest  facilities  for 
persons  who  possessed  brains  and  a  sufficient 
amount  of  education,  even  if  they  lacked  the 
higher  education,  to  enter  the  profession  and  to 
practise  in  the  Courts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAGGBEGOR  said  he  had 
not,  for  obvious  reasons,  intended  to  speak 
upon  this  Bill,  but  as  there  seemed  to  be  a 
good  deal  of  misconception  on  the  subject  he 
would  endeavour  very  shortly  to  explain  to  the 
Council  the  position  of  the  law  as  to  barristers 
and  solicitors.  Prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Law 
Practitioners  Act  of  1882  there  was  soarcelpr 
any  difference  between  barristers  and  solici- 
tors; but  the  Act  of  1882  did  make  an  im- 
portant difference,  inasmuch  as  a  barrister  was 
BOW  required  to  pass  a  much  more  difficult 
examination  than  was  required  or  expected  of 
a  solicitor.  The  regulations  made  under  that 
Act  showed  that  the  object  was  to  raise  the 
•tatos  of  the  legal  profession,  because  under 
ihe  regulations  a  barrister  was  required  to 


the  examination  of  candidates  for  the 

hiversity ;  that  was  what  was  required  be- 
fore they  were  entitled  to  admission  in  New 
Zealand  as  barristers.  There  was  a  very  im- 
portant difference  in  the  case  of  solicitors. 
This  was  what  the  regulation  said : — 

'*  The  examination  in  law  for  candidates  for 
admission  as  solicitors  shall  be  the  law  sub- 
jects prescribed  for  the  LL.B.  degree  of  the  New 
Zealand  University,  omitting  jurisprudence, 
constitutional  history,  Roman  law,  interna- 
tional law,  and  conflict  of  laws." 

Honourable  members  would  see  that  there 
was  a  very  important  difference.  The  differ- 
ence in  the  examination  in  general  knowledge 
would  be  seen  to  be  also  important.  In  the 
case  of  barristers  it  was  described  in  this 
way: — 

**  The  examination  in  general  knowledge  for 
candidates  for  admission  as  barristers,  and  for 
candidates  for  admission  as  solicitors  who 
are  by  law  required  to  pass  the  barristers* 
examination,  shall  be  the  Junior  Scholarship 
Examination  required  by  the  New  Zealand 
University,  and  a  candidate  must  pass  with 
credit  such  examination,  or  he  must  pass  the 
first  examination  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  In  each  of  these  examinations  Latin 
shall  be  a  compulsory  subject.*' 

That  was  the  examination  required  of  a 
barrister.  The  examination  of  a  solicitor  was 
thus  described :  — 

**  The  examination  in  general  knowledge  for 
candidates  for  admission  as  solicitors  shall 
be  the  matriculation  examination  of  the  New 
Zealand  University  ;  Latin  being  a  compulsory 
subject." 

The  examination,  they  knew,  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly easy  one ;  in  fact,  some  considered 
it  a  contemptibly  easy  examination.  Now,  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  tendency  of  the  Act  of 
1882,  and  especially  of  the  regulations  made 
imder  that  Act  in  1889,  had  been  to  raise  the 
standard  of  examination  that  was  required  both 
of  barristers  and  solicitors,  but  especially  of 
barristers,  and  the  reason  was  obvious.  The 
colony  was  maintaining  universities  and  spend- 
ing a  great  deal  of  money  on  secondary  educa- 
tion, and  it  seemed  a  curious  thing,  in  the  faoe 
of  so  large  an  expenditure  of  money  on  educa- 
tion, that  the  whole  tendency  of  the  law  should 
be  in  the  direction  of  dispensing  with  the 
necessity  of  passing  university  examinations. 
Now,  he  was  not  going  to  argue  on  the  ques- 
tion for  a  moment ;  he  merely  made  the  state- 
ment for  the  information  of  the  Council,  and 
was  not  tiUdng  up  any  position  on  the  sub- 
ject at  all.  With  regard  to  what  had  been  said 
of  New  South  Wales,  there  was  absolutely  no 
analogy  between  the  position  of  New  South 
Wales  and  New  Zealand,  because  at  the  pre- 
sent time  in  New  South  Wales  the  distinction 
between  barristers  and  solicitors  was  strictly 
mfiuntained,  and  it  would  be  impossible  there 
for  a  man  to  be  both  a  barrister  and  a  solicitor. 
A  solicitor  might  become  a  barrister,  or  a  bar* 
rister  might  become  a .  solicitor,  but  no  one 
could  be  both  a  barrister  and  a  solicitor.  If  a 
solicitor  became  a  burrister  he  must  get  his 
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name  remoyed  from  the  solicitor's  roll,  and 
vice  versdf  so  that  there  was  abolutely  no 
analogy  between  the  positions  at  all.  With 
regard  to  the  argimient  that  had  been  used, 
that  a  solicitor  of  seven  years'  standing  might 
be  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
that  was  perfectly  true,  and  he  understood 
there  were  special  reasons  for  that  being  passed, 
though  he  did  not  know  what  they  were ;  but 
that  really  had  no  bearing,  he  thought,  upon 
the  present  question.  There  was  really  this 
justification  of  that  originally :  that,  as  he  had 
said,  in  1882  there  was  practically  no  difference 
between  barristers  and  solicitors,  and  it  would 
then  appear  probably  unjust  if  solicitors  had 
been  debarrea  from  being  capable  of  being 
raised  to  the  Supreme  Oourt  Bench.  That,  in 
itself,  would  be  a  sufficient  reason,  but  whether 
or  not  it  would  have  any  practical  effect  he 
did  not  know ;  but  that  was  the  position  of  the 
law  on  the  point,  and  further  than  explaining 
the  position  of  the  law  be  did  not  in  tend  to  take 
any  part  in  the  discussion. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  '<  That 
the  words  <  That  the  Bill  be  now  committed '  be 
retained.** 


Arkwright 
Bamicoat 
Bolt 
Feldwick 


Baillie 
McLean 


Ayes,  12. 
Jenkinson 
Jones 
Piukerton 
Rigg 

NOEB,  6. 

Montgomery 
Peacock 


Smith,  W.  0. 
Swanson 
Tomoana 
Walker,  W.  C. 


Shrimski 
Williams. 


For. 
Harris 
Jennings. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Bichardson 
Oliver. 


Majority  for,  6. 

Amendment  negatived.  Bill  committed,  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  and  reported  without 
amendment. 

On  the  question,  That  the  BUI  be  read  the 
third  timet 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  he  thought 
the  honourable  gentlemen  should  not  press  the 
third  reading  that  day,  as  a  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  were  absent.  It  was  hardly 
wise  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  nature  without 
giving  absent  members  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing their  opinion  on  the  third  reading  if 
they  wished  to  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  did  not 
think  he  was  asking  anything  unreasonable, 
seeing  that  the  Bill  had  not  been  altered  in 
Committee,  and  it  was  the  usual  custom  when 
no  alterations  were  made  in  Committee  to  put 
a  Bill  through  its  final  stages. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTQOMEBY  thought  that, 
as  a  number  of  members  had  gone  away,  the 
Minister  should  postpone  the  third  reading, 
and  give  the  Council  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing an  opinion  on  the  measure  on  the 
third  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  wished  to 
point  out  that  the  Bill  had  not  been  passed  by 
Hon,  Mr.  MacOregor 


a  narrow  majority.  On  its  second  reading  it 
passed  unopposed,  and  on  the  voices. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  that  at  (hia^ 
period  of  the  session,  if  a  Bill  were  an  opposed 
Bill,  it  was  very  seldom  read  the  third  time. 
There  was  plenty  of  time  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  very  few  members  bad  voted  in 
the  division  taken  that  afternoon.  He  thought 
it  should  not  be  read  the  third  time  just  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C:  SMITH  said  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  had  been  carried  unani- 
mously and  without  objection.  There  were 
only  two  speeches  on  the  second  reading,  when 
the  Council  was  quite  full,  and  yet  it  waa- 
allowed  to  pass  its  second  reading.  He  did 
not  see,  therefore,  how  it  could  be  called  an. 
opposed  Bill,  or  why  the  third  reading  should 
be  postponed. 

Bill  read  the  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty -five- 
minutes  past  four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   RBPRBSBNTATIVB8. 
Friday,  6th  Augtist,  1898. 


First  Beading— Bank  of  New  Zealand  apd  Bank- 
ing Bill— '*  Prime  Canterbury  Mutton  "—Aoiori 
Coanty  —  Inglewood  Stipendiary  Masistrate^B 
Court— Naval  and  Military  GlainiB  Report — 
The  New  Zealand  Cross- Walmate  Volunteer 
Drill-Bhed— BlanghterhouseB  Bill— BallWay.-  con- 
Btractlon— Ohuta  Block— Money-order  Offices— 
Invercargill  HoBpital— Makaroro  Biver  Bridge— 
Palmerston  Nortib  Touths*  Institute  Cadet  Corps 
— BlaughterbouBCB  BUl-Wellington-Napier  Bail- 
way  —  Oteramika  Telephone— JuBtioe  of  the 
Peace— Flax  and  other  New  Zealand  Prodncte— 
CommlBBion.of  the  Peace— Fair  Bent  Bill— Luma- 
den  Land  for  Settlement— Advances  to  Settlers 
Act— GrasB-Beed  supplied  by  Government— Bail- 
way  Workshops  DiBobarged  Hands— Letters  to 
MiniBters — Merton-Comer  Bush  >  Boad — Begia- 
tered-letter  Envelopes— Fair  Bent  Bill  and  Na- 
tive Lands— Workmen's  Tickets— Gold-mining 
and  Dairy  Industries— Calf  -  lymph  Supply— 
Lessees  of  Education  Beserves— Vote  for  Sohool- 
buildings  in  Newly-settled  DiBtriots—Palmerstoii. 
Telephone  Exchange  Connections— Naval  and 
Military  Claims  Commission— Platelayers*  Half- 
holiday— Mr.  Charles  F.  Sp<>onex^-Sleep6rs— 
Future  Timber  Besouroes— Pratt's  Bensine— 
Levels  Estate— Accident  Insurance  Bill— Bail- 
ways— Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill— Bank  of  New^ 
Zealand  and  Banking  BUI. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 

PB4YEB8. 

FIRST  READING. 
Law  Praccitioners  Bill. 

BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  AND  BANK- 
ING BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— Sir,  I  ask  to  be 
excused  from  answering  questions  this  after* 
noon,  and  should  like  the  House  to  proceed 
with  the  Banking  Bill.  I  am  ready  to  brina 
down  the  Financial  Statement  to-night,  and 
if  this  BiU  is  out  of  the  way  we  may  proceed 
with  it. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay).— I  da 
not  think  there  is  any  possibility  of  getting 
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ihrongh  the  Banking  Bill  this  afternoon.  But 
I  dlBappiove  entirely  of  the  principle  of  the  con- 
tinual evasion  of  the  questions.  I  do  hope  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  will  answer  the 
questions  this  afternoon.  And  I  would  point 
out  this :  that  when  we  were  in  Committee  on 
the  Bankiog  Bill  the  Premier  led  the  House 
to  understand  that  after  it  had  gone  through 
Ck>mmittee  he  would  allow  three  or  four  days 
to  elapse  before  bringing  on  the  third  reading 
in  order  to  give  the  President  an  opportunity 
of  petitioning  the  House  should  he  think  fit. 
The  three  or  four  days  whioh  the  Premier 
said  should  be  given  have  not  yet  elapsed.  The 
truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the  reprinted 
Bill  has  only  been  placed  in  our  hands  since 
noon  to-day,  and  it  is  therefore  reasonable 
to  suppose 'that  the  President  has  not  had 
time  to  read  it.  The  Hon.  the  Premier  said  he 
would  delay  the  passage  of  the  Bill  for  three  or 
four  days  to  give  the  President  the  opportunity 
of  petitioning.  We  know  that  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  has — possibly  from  want  of 
business,  but  at  any  rate  from  some  cause,' 
whatever  it  may  be — decided  to  adjourn  till 
Tuesday  week,  and  the  consequence  is  there 
can  be  no  special  urgency  in  connection  with 
the  Banking  Bill.  For  my  own  part — though  I 
do  not  presume  to  dictate  to  the  Premier  as  to 
how  the  business  of  the  House  should  be  con- 
ducted— it  would  be  far  better  to  answer  ques- 
tions to-day,  bring  down  the  Financial  State- 
ment this  evening,  and  set  down  the  Bank  Bill 
for  consideration  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— The  time  I  said 
I  would  give  has  elapsed  since  the  particular 
olause  to  which  I  alluded  to  affecting  the 
President  of  the  bank  was  under  consideration, 
and  I  know  that  the  President  is  not  going 
to  petition  the  House  in  respect  to  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  DUTHIB.— You  know  that? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  know  that.  Therefore  I 
eannot  be  accused  of  having  broken  faith  with 
the  House  in  the  slightest  degree  in  respect  to 
this  particular  phase  of  the  question.  There 
has  been  any  amount  of  time.  The  President's 
eiroolar  was  circulated,  I  think,  on  the  11th 
JuIt,  and  I  do  not  think  we  are  reduced  to 
suon  straits  yet  that  we  should  subordinate  the 
prooeedings  of  the  House  to  the  President  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Nor  do  I  think  it 
is  in  accordance  with  good  taste  that  members 
of  this  House  should  be  charged  with  being 
touts  of  other  banks. 

An  Hon.  Mxmbbb. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— At  all  events,  it  has  been 
said  outside  this  House,  and  there  has  not 
been  much  of  that  consideration  shown  to 
honourable  members  that  honourable  members 
have  shown  to  these  bankers.  Now,  as  to  the 
other  question  regarding  our  business,  I  may 
say  this :  that  the  Bill  will  be  circulated,  and 
if  it  were  sent  on  to  the  Legislative  Council 
they  certainly  would  require  some  little  time 
before  they  dealt  with  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— They  are  ad- 
Joomlng  for  a  week. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say,  supposing  they  were 

TOL.  OIL-17. 


to  sit  they  would  not  hurriedly  proceed  with 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  and  consequently 
their  adjournment  does  not  affect  at  all  tt» 
business  we  have  here  to  consider.  When  I 
spoke  respecting  bringing  down  the  Financial 
Statement  I  distinctly  told  the  House,  as  I  had 
every  reason  to  anticipate  that  the  Banking 
Bill  would  be  out  of  the  way,  that  I  thought 
probably  I  might  be  able  to  give  members  of 
the  House— at  an  early  date  I  said — a  day  for 
their  private  Bills,  which  were  put  out  of  their 
position  on  Wednesday  last.  I  have  been 
told  that  I  said  Friday;  but  I  did  not  say 
Friday,  and  if  the  Banking  Bill  had  been  out 
of  the  way  I  had  intended  simply  to  deliver 
the  Financial  Statement,  and  then  let  private 
members'  Bills  proceed.  All  that  was  abased 
on  the  assumption  that  this  Bill,  which  is 
the  disturbing  element,  should  first  be  dealt 
with.  To-day,  under  the  circumstances,  I  am 
going  on  with  the  questions.  I  had  thought, 
myself,  however,  that  what  was  really  most 
important  after  the  Banking  Bill  was  to  have 
brought  down  the  Financial  Statement.  I  say 
I  am  prepared  with  it,  and  was  prepared  to 
give  it  at  half-past  seven  to-night. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  might  suggest  that 
the  Premier  might  lay  it  on  the  table,  as  he  did 
last  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  am  prepared,  if  we  pass 
the  Banking  Bill  at  eleven,  or  even  at  twelve 
o'clock,  to  put  the  Statement  on  the  table. 
At  all  events  I  will  not  persist.  I  thought 
probably  some  time  would  be  wasted  this  after- 
noon if  we  answered  questions,  but  I  do  not 
want  to  irritate  honourable  members.  On  the 
contrary,  I  want  them  to  approach  the  subject 
in  as  calm,  judicial,  and  impartial  a  spirit  as 
they  possibly  can. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  Premier  intends  now  to  proceed  with 
answering  the  questions  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

"  PRIME  CANTERBURY  MUTTON." 
Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  it  is  true  that  the 
Government  are  encouraging  the  transport  of 
fat  sheep  from  Southland  to  Canterbury  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  them  to  be  exported  as 
**  prime  Canterbury  mutton  " ;  and,  if  so,  will 
the  Minister  make  provision  in  the  Slaughter- 
ing and  Inspection  Bill  for  all  carcases  to  bear 
a  distinct  mark  showing  the  provincial  district 
in  which  such  sheep  were  fattened  ?  He  might 
say  there  was  no  great  objection  to  fat  sheep 
coming  to  Canterbuty  to  be  frozen ;  but  the  oh- 
jection  was  to  them  being  branded  as  "  prime 
Canterbury  mutton,"  thus  allowing  sheep 
brought  from  outside  the  province  to  trade 
on  the  good  name  of  Canterbury.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  the  Minister  would  protecllthe  Can- 
terbury farmers  in  the  manner  indicated  in 
this  question. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  had 
to  sav,  in  reply  to  the  honourable  member's 
question,  that  the  Qovemmont  did  not  in  any 
way  encourage  the  transport  of  fat  sheep  from 
Southland  to  Canterbury  for  the  purpose  ex- 
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plained  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  was 
true  that  the  railway  rates  had  been  reduced 
for  the  transport  of  sheep  not  only  going  from 
Otago  and  Southland  to  Canterbury,  but  a1  so- 
on sheep  going  from  Canterbury  to  Otago  and 
Southland,  and  the  Canterbury  people  had  re- 
ceived very  large  benefits  by  getting  facilities 
for  sending  their  sheep  down  to  Southland 
and  having  them  fed  tnere  when  they  had  no 
feed  for  them  in  Canterbury,  and  it  showed 
that  the  Canterbury  dealers  and  merchants 
knew  where  they  oould  raise  their  good  mutton. 
He  would  advise  the  honourable  member  to 
counsel  his  friends  among  the  f Eurmers  of  Can- 
terbury to  produce  their  own  mutton  and  keep 
their  ^eep  at  home. 

AMUBI  COUNTY. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter  of  Lands,  What  action  has  the  Government 
taken  to  give  effect  to  the  promise  he  made  on 
the  80th  July,  1895,  in  answer  to  the  following 
question :  "  If  the  Minister  will,  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  give  effect  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Public  Petitions  M  to  Z  Committee  on 
the  petition  of  Frederick  Hubert  Wilson  and 
forty-three  others,  praying  that  the  Amuri 
County  be  merged  into  the  Lands  and  Deeds 
Begistration  District  of  Canterbury,  with  the 
view  of  facilitating  public  convenience  "  ?  He 
had  been  induced  to  place  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  in  consequence  of  having  received 
communications  and  representations  from  his 
constituents;  indeed,  it  was  a  burning  ques- 
tion in  the  Amuri.  He  brought  this  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  Mioiater  of  Lands  in 
the  session  of  1895,  and  also  during  the  two 
subsequent  sessions,  There  was  a  strong  feel- 
ing in  the  district  that  something  should  be 
done  to  meet  the  public  convenience  in  the 
way  of  lands  and  deeds  registration.  He  might 
remind  the  Minister  of  Lands  that  Cheviot, 
although  in  the  Nelson  Provincial  District,  was 
merged  into  the  Lands  and  Deeds  Begistration 
District  of  Canterbury.  What  he  sisked  now 
was  that  the  Amuri  County  might  be  merged 
in  the  Canterbury  District,  so  that  the  people 
living  there  might  be  afforded  facilities  to  con- 
duct their  business  with  the  least  expense  and 
trouble.  At  the  present  time  a  person  could 
reach  Christchurch  from  the  remotest  portion 
of  the  Amuri  County  in  one  day  at  small  ex- 
pense, while  to  go  to  Nelson  involved  an  absence 
from  home  of  several  days,  and  entailed  con- 
siderable expense.  He  bad  received  a  letter  a 
day  or  two  ago  bearing  on  this  question  from 
an  old  and  esteemed  ex-member  of  this  House, 
and  were  it  not  that  the  Premier  was  anxious 
to  go  on  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and 
Banking  Bill  he  would  ask  liberty  from  the 
House  to  read  some  extracts  from  this  letter; 
hut,  und^r  the  circumstances,  he  would  avail 
himself  of  a  subsequent  opportunity  of  placing 
it  before  the  Minister  of  Lands.  In  the  mean- 
time he  hoped  the  Minister  would  see  the  ne- 
cessity for  prompt  action  in  the  way  of  copy- 
ing the  lands  and  registration  books  relating 
to  the  district  in  question  from  the  Nelson 
records,  with  the  view  of  carrying  out  the 
Mr,  J,  McKtUMte 


wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Amuri  County, 
and  thereby  facilitating  the  public  oonveni- 
ence. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
he  had  not  forgotten  the  question  put  last 
session  to  him  by  the  honourable  member  on 
this  subject,  and  the  reply  he  (Mr.  McKenzie) 
then  gave.  But  the  question  of  altering  the 
boundaries  of  the  Land  Districts  of  Canterbury 
and  Nelson  had  been  delayed  owing  to  the  faot 
that  they  required  to  adjust  the  boundaries  of 
certain  leases  in  that  part  of  the  Amuri  County. 
The  adjustment  of  the  boundaries  was  now 
being  done  in  such  a  way  that  they  could 
proceed  to  take  a  portion  of  the  Nelson  Land 
District  off  Nelson  and  add  it  to  Canterbury. 
But  the  honourable  member,  and  also  other 
honourable  members,  must  know  it  would 
require  a  considerable  amount  of  work  to  be 
done  before  this  could  be  accomplished,  as 
this  work  entailed  the  copying  of  all  deeds, 
transactions,  and  registrations  in  the  Nelson 
District  so  that  they  could  be  taken  to 
Canterbury.  It  was  impossible  to  deal  with 
t^is  question  unless  complete  copies  were  made 
of  every  transaction  made  during,  he  sup- 
posed, the  last  forty  years  in  connection  with 
the  land  in  that  district,  and  it  would  entail 
considerable  time  and  expense  to  do  it.  How- 
ever, the  work  was  now  being  carried  on,  and 
the  boundaries  would  be  altered  so  that  this 
district  might  be  made  a  portion  of  the  Can- 
terbury Land  District.  Every  one  who  Imew 
the  situation  and  the  geographical  position  of 
the  country  must  know  that  the  Amuri  district 
really  belonged  to  the  Canterbury  District,  and 
that  it  was  much  more  convenient  to  the 
settlers  of  the  district  if  they  were  able  to  have 
all  their  transactions  in  connection  with  land 
registered  in  Christchurch,  instead  of  having  to 
go  to  Nelson  for  the  purpose.  Now  was  the 
time  to  do  it,  before  any  further  extension  of 
settlement  took  place,  because  every  day  they 
pu(  it  off  meant  more  expense.  He  had  given 
instructions  for  the  work  to  be  put  in  hand  at 
once. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH  asked.  When  was  it  Ukely 
to  be  completed  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  in  about  twelve 
months  from  now. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH  said  they  might  all  be 
dead  and  gone  in  that  time. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  must  know  that  there  had  been  a 
very  large  number  of  transactions  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter  within  the  last  forty 
years,  and  all  these  had  to  be  copied,  and  tiiat 
could  not  be  done  bv  any  ordinary  person.  It 
must  be  undertaken  oy  a  man  who  knew  some- 
thing about  the  transactions.  He  must  make 
copies  of  them  from  the  Nelson  books,  and  post 
them  up  in  a  new  book  to  go  to  the  Canterbury 
office,  and  it  was  no  use  doing  these  things 
unless  they  were  made  complete.  It  would 
take  twelve  months  to  do  it,  in  order  that  the 
alteration  might  be  made ;  it  might  be  sooner, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  safe  to  pro- 
mise that. 
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INGLSWOOD  STIPENDIARY  MAQIS- 
TRATE'S  COURT. 

3  0  Mr.   SYMES    (Egmont)   asked  the 

MmiBter  of  Justice,  Whetoer  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  department  to  comply  with 
the  numerously  signed  petition  of  the  residents 
in  and  around  Inglewood  to  hold  periodical 
'^ttings  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Oourt 
in  that  town?  He  asked  this  question  at  the 
irequest  of  a  very  large  number  of  settlers  living 
in  and  around  Inglewood.  He  thought  some- 
thing like  three  thousand  five  hundred  settlers 
would  be  served  by  the  granting  of  this  request. 
The  nearest  Oourt  they  had  was  at  New  Ply- 
mouth, seventeen  miles  awav.  Settlers  living 
•some  seventeen  miles  at  the  back  of  Inglewood 
also  had  to  travel  to  New  Plymouth  for  the 
most  trivial  oases — even  truant  cases.  Solioi- 
-tors  at  the  same  time  visited  Inglewood  weekly, 
yet  people  had  to  go  to  town  to  get  their  cases 
heard.  The  cost  would  be  very  small  indeed. 
As  the  Inglewood  hall  was  at  the  disposal  of 
the  department  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a 
KjovlH  there,  he  trusted  the  Minister  of  Justice 
would  be  able  to  assure  him  that  the  request 
would  be  granted. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Justice) 
tnight  say  that  the  question  of  establishing  a 
Mi^^strate's  Court  at  Inglewood  had  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  department 
on  several  occasions.  Hitherto  it  had  not 
been  considered  necessary  to  hold  a  Court 
there.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  department 
to  grant  every  convenience  to  the  public  gene- 
rally, but  he  might  paint  out  that  the  demands 
for  Courts  all  over  the  colony  were  numerous, 
and  the  Government  could  not  grant  every  re- 
quest. He  might  mention  that  some  two  years 
ago  a  similar  request  was  made ;  the  local  Road 
Board  passed  and  forwarded  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  following  resolution :  *'  That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  the  establishment  of  a 
3£agistrate's  Court  at  Inglewood  is  against  the 
Interests  of  the  settlers  of  the  district.''  The 
petition  referred  to  in  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's question  had  not  yet  come  to  hand. 
When  it  was  received  the  matter  would  be  again 
gone  into,  and  probably  the  department  would 
be  able  to  make  arrangements  that  would  be 
fl&tisfaotory  to  all  parties  concerned. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  CLAIMS 
REPORT. 
Mr.  CROWTHER  (Auckland  City)  asked 
the  Government,  Whether  they  will  exhibit  for 
public  inspection  on  the  counters  in  the  several 
post  offices  in  the  North  Island,  and  such  other 
places  as  may  be  considered  necessary,  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  on  naval  and  mili- 
tary claims,  in  order  to  enable  claimants  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  technicalities 
therein?  This  was  a  very  old  question,  and 
he  believed  the  members  of  the  House  had 
been  requested  by  some  of  the  claimants  to 
furnish  them  witJi  copies  of  the  report.  He 
had  made  application  more  than  once  and  he 
-oonld  not  get  any.  It  seemed  to  him  that  this 
vras  the  right  course  to  adopt  to  meet  the  re- 
quixoments  of  the  claimants  whose  claims  had 


been  objected  to  on  technical  grounds.  There 
were  between  eighteen  hundr^  and  nineteen 
hundred  claimants,  and  seventeen  hundred  odd 
had  been  rejected  on  technical  grounds.  These 
seventeen  hundred  people  thought  that,  at  any 
rate,  it  should  be  made  known  to  them  what 
the  technicalities  were.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
his  suggestion  would  be  a  cheap  way  of  meeting 
their  requirements— to  place  copies  of  the  re- 
port on  the  counters  of  the  various  post-offices, 
and,  he  supposed,  make  that  fact  known  by  ad- 
vertisement. Any  one  interested  could  then  go 
and  see  the  report. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB  (Minister  of  Lands)  did 
not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in 
doing  this  in  the  various  districts  which  the 
Commissioner  has  visited,  and  in  which  he  had 
examined  claimants.  He  did  not  suppose  it 
would  be  necessary  to  place  copies  of  the  re- 
port in  post-offices  in  districts  where  the  Com- 
missioner had  not  visited  and  examined  claim- 
ants. But  in  districts  in  which  claimants  had 
been  examined,  he  thought  it  advisable  that 
the  honourable  member's  suggestion  should  be 
carried  out,  and  he  would  have  that  done. 

THE  NEW  ZEALAND  CROSS. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Defence,  Whether  he  has  received  any  corre- 
spondence adverse  to  the  bestowal  of  the  New 
Zealand  Cross  upon  Mr.  Harry  Wrigg;  and, 
if  80,  whether  he  has  any  objection  to  such 
correspondence  being  made  the  subject  of  a 
motion  to  have  it  laid  on  the  table  of  this 
House? 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Defence) 
said  Yes,  there  had  been  some  correspondence 
from  persons  adverse  to  cbe  bestowal  of  the 
New  Zealand  Cross  to  Mr.  Harry  Wrigff,  and  if 
this  was  moved  for  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  placing  it  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

WAIMATB  VOLUNTEER  DRILL-SHED. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Defence,  Whether  provision  will 
be  made  on  the  estimates  for  a  grant  in  aid  of 
the  cost  of  re-erecting  the  Volunteer  DrUl-shed 
at  Waimate,  the  said  drill- shed  having  been 
accidentally  destroyed  by  fire  ?  The  drill-shed 
of  the  Waimate  Volunteers  was  destroyed  by 
fire  on  the  2nd  July,  and  on  the  28th  July  the 
officer  commanding  the  district,  who  was  the 
principal  trustee  of  the  shed,  wrote  an  official 
letter  to  the  Minister  informing  him  that  the 
shed  had  been  destroyed ;  that  the  trustees  had 
in  hand  a  sum  of  £2(X),  which  it  was  proposed 
to  devote  towards  the  re- erection  of  the  shed, 
but  that  that  amount  would  not  suffice  for 
the  requirements,  and  asking  the  Minister  to 
provide  a  subsidy  of  pound  for  pound  to  enable 
a  proper  shed  to  be  built,  and  adding  that  if 
the  request  were  granted  the  trustees  would 
forward  plans  for  the  new  building  for  approval. 
Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Defence) 
said  the  matter  had  not  yet  been  considered. 
The  officer  commanding  the  district  had  been 
asked  to  report  on  the  subject.  The  matter 
would  be  considered  when  that  report  was  to 
hand. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


*260         SlaughUrhouses  Bill.  [HOUSE.]     Sailway-canstructum.      [Aua.  5 


Major  STEWARD  thoaght  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  hear  what  he  had  said  in 
aaking  the  question.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
report  of  the  officer  commanding  the  district, 
4ated  28th  July. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  that  might  be  so, 
but  he  had  sent  for  a  further  report  on  the 
subject,  and  that  had  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  BILL. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui)  asked  the^Mini?- 
ter  of  Lands,  How  it  came  about  that  the 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  or  a  prScis  of  the  measure, 
was  supplied  to  the  New  Zealand  Times  news- 
paper for  publication  on  Saturday  morning 
last,  while  copies  of  the  Bill  were  not  obtain- 
able in  the  Bill-room  by  members  of  the  House 
until  Monday  afternoon  ?  He  had  no  desire  to 
oast  any  reflection  on  the  journalist  who  had 
obtained  the  prScis  referred  to,  but  he  thought 
there  had  been  a  neglect  of  duty  somewhere. 
It  was  the  business  of  a  journalist  to  get  infor- 
mation as  quickly  as  possible,  but  he  thought 
members  of  the  House  should  be  considered 
before  newspapers.  The  district  he  represented 
was  very  much  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy 
of  this  measure,  because  the  Bill  affected  them 
very  materially.  He  applied  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands  on  Friday  last,  and  he  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  told  him  that  the  Bill 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer.  Yet  a  pride 
of  the  Bill  appeared  in  the  paper  on  Saturday 
morning.  On  that  day  and  on  Monday  morn- 
ing he  applied  again  for  a  copy  of  the  Bill  but 
could  not  obtain  one.  These  remarks  applied 
also  to  other  oases.  For  instance,  the  Mining 
Bill  and  the  Railways  Sta^ment  managed  to 
get  into  the  newspapers  before  copies  were 
supplied  to  members. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
he  would  tell  the  honourable  member  straight- 
forwardly all  about  it.  He  gave  this  Bill  to 
the  reporter  himself.  When  he  did  so  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  Bill  had  been 
circulated  to  members  of  the  House.  On 
Friday  afternoon,  shortly  after  the  honourable 
member  spoke  to  him,  he  gave  instructions  in 
the  House  to  have  this  Bill  circulated.  He 
knew  the  Bill  was  ready,  and  he  fully  thought 
it  was  circulated  on  Friday  afternoon.  Fif^ 
copies  of  the  Bill  were  supplied  to  the  Stock 
Department,  to  be  circulated  amongst  those 
interested  in  the  measure  in  various  parts  of 
the  colony.  He  had  one  of  these  copies  in  his 
possession  when  the  reporter  asked  him  for  a 
oopy,  and  he  gave  the  reporter  one,  fully  be- 
lieving that  the  Bill  had  been  circulated  in  the 
building.  He  could  assure  the  honourable 
member  that  there  was  no  desire  to  let  the 
reporter  have  an  advantage  over  the  honour- 
able member,  for  be  fully  thought  the  Bill  had 
been  circulated  in  the  House.  He  thought 
the  honourable  member  would  accept  that 
statement. 

Mr.  CARSON.— Quite  so.  He  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  give  directions  in  the 
Bill  Office  for  the  prompt  circulation  of  BiUs 
•ftnd  papers. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  some  mistake  had 


occurred  in  the  order  reaching  the  Printinep 
Office.  He  did  not  wish  to  blame  any  officer  of 
the  department  for  what  he  was  not  guilty  of. 
He  would  see  that  in  future  the  Bills  wer& 
promptly  distributed. 

RAILWAYCONSTRUCTION. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  (Auckland  City)  asked  the- 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  Whether  the  time- 
has  arrived  when  the  Government  should  tell 
the  members  of  this  House  and  the  oountry, 
with  a  view  of  discouraging  other  applications 
for  railway- construction,  or  with  a  view  of 
letting  this  House  and  the  oountry  know  their 
intentions  in  the  near  future  on  this  important 
question,  if  they  can  see  their  way  as  to 
finances  in  connection  with  the  numerous  ap- 
plications already  sent  in  during  this  session  T 
In  his  province  they  were  in  trouble  about 
this  busmess.  From  the  previous  Friday  night 
until  last  night  they  had  got  no  mail  at  all 
from  Auckland  to  Wellington.  They  were 
beginning  to  feel  the  absolute  necessity  of  a 
through  railway.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  seemed  to  feel  it  too.  There 
had  been  a  little  difference  between  Wellington 
and  Auckland  members,  but  he  did  not  think 
that  should  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
answer  to  his  question.  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  they 
ought  to  have  a  railway  through  to  Auckland ;. 
and,  so  far  as  local  opinion  was  concerned,  al 
any  rate,  they  were  to-day  more  united  on  this 
question  than  they  had  ever  been  before.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  applicar 
tions  made  to  Ministers  this  session  for  the 
construction  of  railways  that  he  had  put  thia 
question  on  the  Order  Paper,  intimating  very 
strongly  that  this  was  the  first,  the  most 
just,  and  the  most  urgent  claim  for  vigorous 
and  immediate  attention. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  he  scarcely  understood  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  question.  For  what  purpose 
was  the  Government  to  disclose  what  thej  in- 
tended to  do  in  connection  with  applications 
for  railways  ?  The  question  stated  it  was 
**with  the  view  of  discouraging  other  appli- 
cations for  railway-construction."  Why  should 
they  discourage  applications  where  railway- 
making  was,  perhaps,  just  as  urgently  re- 
quired as  those  which  had  already  been  ac- 
ceded to?  He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  deal  with  all  these  applications 
as  they  came  along,  whether  in  relation  to  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  or  other  lines.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  left  out  the  moat 
important  factor  in  connection  with  his  ques- 
tion.   He  did  not  say  how  it  was  to  be  financed. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — That  is  your  business. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  not  only  asked  the  Government  to 
complete  the  main  trunk  line,  but  to  discourage 
all  other  applications.  That  was  a  most  unfair 
position.  If  he  had  put  a  question  in  connec- 
tion with  the  line  Wellington  to  Auckland,  he 
could  h ave  understood  him .  What  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  do  would  be  disclosed  when 
the  Public  Works  Statement  came  down,  and 
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this  line,  with  others  in  the  ooloDy,  would  re- 
ceive that  due  and  fair  consideration  they  were 
entitled  to  reoeive. 

OHUTA  BLOCK. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui)  asked  the  Native 
Minister,  Whether,  seeing  tnat  the  majority  of 
the  owners  are  favourable  to  such  a  course,  he 
proposes  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Ohuta 
Block,  on  the  Wanganui  River,  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Public  Trustee  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Minister  for  Native  Affairs) 
might  say,  in  respect  to  this  block  of  land,  it 
was  quite  true  that  the  Public  Trustee  visited 
ihe  district,  and  he  understood  that  he  saw  a 
large  number  of  the  Native  owners  at  their 
kainga.  There  was,  he  thought,  a  majority  of 
the  owners  who  were  in  favour  of  a  special 
Bill  being  introduced,  giving,  in  effect,  to 
the  Public  Trustee  the  same  powers  as  he 
had  under  the  West  Coast  Settlements  Act, 
and,  he  thought,  somewhat  further  extending 
the  powers  in  the  direction  of  the  general  Bill 
which  had  been  introduced  by  the  Government. 
It  was  bis  intention  to  see  how  that  Bill  was 
received,  and  to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  mem- 
hers  of  the  House  upon  the  subject,  and  in  the 
meantime  to  hold  over  this  other  Bill.  Of 
course,  if  the  general  Bill  was  adopted,  there 
was  practically  not  much  necessity  for  this 
separate  Bill  dealing  with  this  block ;  but  if  he 
saw  there  was  a  danger,  rather  than  that  the 
wishes  of  these  people  should  not  be  given 
effect  to,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  district,  he 
should  be  prepared  to  proceed  with  the  Public 
Trustee's  Bill. 

MONEY-ORDER  OFFICES. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  (Bay  of  Islands)  asked  the 
Postmaster-General,  Whether  he  will  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  open  money-order  offices  in 
those  districts  where  there  is  a  large  working 
population,  and  where  such  population  is  far 
removed  from  existing  money-order  offices? 
At  the  request  of  a  very  large  number  of  per- 
sons in  his  electorate  he  had  been  induced  to 
put  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper.  The 
population  he  referred  to  was  a  gum- digging 
population,  very  far  removed  from  any  place 
where  there  was  a  money- order  office.  The 
consequence  was  that  they  had  to  travel 
long  distances  to  reach  a  money-order  office, 
often  sixty  or  seventy  miles.  Now,  unfor- 
tunately for  some  of  them,  they  bad  to 
pass  certain  publichouses,  which  they  stayed 
at  instead  of  going  back  to  work,  and  they 
oame  away  poorer  men.  Several  of  these 
people  had  asked  him  whether  it  was  not 
possible  to  establish  money-order  offices  in 
places  where  there  was  a  large  population. 
In  some  places  there  were  ^ye  or  six  hundred 
men  at  work,  and  the  men  felt  great  difficulty 
in  leaving  their  work  in  order  to  go  miles  away 
to  deposit  their  earnings  in  the  savings-bank. 
If  these  money< order  offices  were  established 
in  largely  populated  places  it  would  encourage 
thrift  amongst  those  people.  It  was  at  their 
request  that  he  had  promised  to  bring  the 


matter  before  the  House,  so  as  to  give  the 
Mmister  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  could 
be  done.  This  was  a  question  of  great  im- 
portance amongst  these  gum-diggers. 
^  Mr.  SEDDON  (Postmaster-General)  said  it 
would  not  be  desirable  to  adopt  a  rule  of  gene- 
ral application,  as  each  locality  should  be 
treated  on  its  merits.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
department  from  time  to  time  established 
money-order  offices  and  Post-Office  Savlngs- 
Banks  at  districts  with  a  large  working  popu- 
lation, whenever  there  was  a  prospect  of  a 
fair  business  being  done,  and,  in  cases  where 
the  opening  of  such  offices  did  not  appear  to 
be  warranted,  postal-note  offices  were,  granted. 
Such  a  decision  was  come  to  last  month  in 
respect  to  Awanui  North.  He  might  at  once 
say  that  wherever  there  was  a  prospect  of  en- 
couraging thrift  of  the  workers,  and  where 
there  could  be  business  done,  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  Government,  and  the 
Postal  Department  in  particular,  to  establish 
money-order  offices.  In  this  case  he  would 
have  special  inquiries  made,  and  a  special 
report  obtained  on  the  subject.  Even  though 
there  probably  was  at  present  only  a  small 
amount  of  business  to  be  done,  he  would 
rather  go  in  the  direction  of  opening  money- 
order  offices  than  refrain  from  giving  oppor- 
tunities which  he  saw  were  most  desirable.  If 
the  honourable  member,  or  any  other  honour- 
able members,  had  localities  in  their  several 
districts  where  they  considered  money-order 
offices  should  be  established,  and  where  these 
offices  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  encourage  thrift  amongst  these  in- 
habitants, with  suitable  safeguards,  he  should 
be  most  anxious  and  willing  to  establish  these 
money-order  offices. 

INVERCARGILL  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Education,  Whether,  having  had  his  atten- 
tion called  by  the  Inspector  of  Hospitals  to 
the  state  of  turmoil  which  existed  in  the 
hospital  at  Invercargill  at  the  date  of  his 
visit,  and  having  been  informed  that  the 
centre  of  disturbance  is  in  the  institution, 
he  will  take  steps  to  operate  upon  it  with  a 
view  to  its  removal?  This  question  was  put 
on  the  Order  Paper  on  account  of  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  which  appeared  in  the 
report  of  the  Inspector  of  Hospitals  in  this 
year's  report  on  the  hospitals  and  charitable 
institutions  of  the  colony.  Speaking  of  the 
Invercargill  Hospital,  the  Inspector  said, — 

**  I  found  the  nursing  stafi  in  a  state  of 
turmoil,  but  after  reconnoitring  the  position 
I  thought  it  best  to  reserve  tbe  matter  for 
Mrs.  Neill's  consideration.  The  matters  at 
issue  were  such  as  to  require  a  woman 'a 
touch  to  insure  a  correct  diagnosis.  Mrs. 
Neill  made  a  special  visit,  and  has  written  a 
special  report  for  the  Board,  containing  sug- 
gestions which  seemed  to  me  likely  to  meet 
the  difficulty.  I  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  there  is  a  centre  of  disturbanoe  in 
this  institution,  and  I  recommend  the  BoKrd 
to  watch  it  narrowly ;  and,  having  once  asoer- 
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tained  the  laota  precisely,  they  should  act  with 
Tigour." 

He  could  quite  understand  the  position  in 
which  the  Inspector  was  placed  in  regard  to  his 
limited  powers,  even  when  that  officer  might' 
find,  as  he  called  it,  '*  the  centre  of  disturb- 
ance ";  but  he  thought  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  the  department  should  be  able  to  give  the 
House  some  assurance  that  the  same  limita- 
tions which  were  placed  upon  the  Inspector  did 
not  apply  with  him  :  that  he  would  be  able  to 
give  them  the  assurance  that  the  attention  of 
the  Board  would  be  called  to  this,  perhaps  more 
emphatically  than  had  been  done  by  the  In- 
spector, that  they  might  know  that  the  unsatis- 
factory state  of  affairs  hinted  at  in  the  report 
would  not  be  allowed  to  continue.  Every  person 
in  the  district  where  he  came  from  knew  where 
the  fault  lay,  except,  perhaps,  the  one  set  of 
persons  who  had  charge  of  the  Hospital,  and 
they  presumed  those  people  did  not  know  it 
because  they  did  not  alter  things.  Some  steps 
ought  to  be  taken  to  see  that  this  matter  was 
attended  to. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  this  was  actually  a  matter  for  the 
Board  to  deal  with.  He  did  not  know  that  the 
Government  would  be  justified  in  interfering 
with  the  management  of  the  Invercargill  Hos- 
pital. The  attention  of  the  Minister  had  been 
called  to  this  matter,  but  it  was  purely  a  local 
question,  cmd  one  which  (he  Board  had 
full  power  to  deal  with.  The  department  was 
always  willing  to  assist  the  District  Board  by 
giving  them  any  assistance  and  advice  when 
required.  He  was  sure  the  Minister  or  the 
Inspector  as  well  would  be  only  too  pleased 
to  give  them  the  benefit  of  their  experience, 
but  under  the  existing  law  he  did  not  think 
the  department  would  be  justified  in  inter- 
fering. 

MAKARORO  RIVER  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  place  a  sum 
of  £250  on  the  estimates  as  a  subsidy  towards 
the  erection  of  a  much-needed  bridge  over  the 
Makaroro  River,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimated 
at  £600,  the  local  bodies  interested  finding  the 
balance  of  the  amount  required  ?  He  wished 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Lands 
to  the  urgent  necessity  there  was  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  the  Makaroro  River. 
Settlers  in  the  Whakarara  district  had  either 
to  cross  the  Makaroro  Stream  or  the  Waipawa 
River  to  reach  Waipawa  or  Hampden,  and  as 
recently  as  last  Tuesday  a  valuable  life  was  lost 
in  the  Waipawa  River— a  settler  attempting  to 
cross  that  river  while  in  flood.  He  hoped  that 
the  Minister  would  give  him  a  favourable 
answer,  and  that  he  would  place  a  sum  of 
£250  on  the  estimates  as  a  subsidy  towards 
the  erection  of  this  very  much  needed  bridge. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
he  could  only  reply  to  this  question  in  the  same 
way  as  he  replied  to  all  questions  of  this  sort — 
namely,  that  the  matter  would  be  considered 
when  the  Government  were  framing  the  public- 
works  estimates ;  and,  that  being  the  case,  he 
Mr.  MeNab 


could  not  possibly  at  present  say,  not  knowing 
«the  amount  the  Government  would  have  avail- 
able, whether  this  sum  could  be  given  or  not. 
He  could  assure  the  honourable  gentleman  the 
matter  would  be  considered  when  the  public- 
works  estimates  were  being  prepared. 

PALMERSTON  NORTH  YOUTHS'  INSTI- 
TUTB  CADET  CORPS. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Defence,  Why  permission  has  not  been' 
given  to  form  a  cadet  corps  in  connection  with 
the  Palmerston  North  Youths'  Institute  ?  He- 
might  explain  that  last  year  something  like- 
fifty  lads,  between  fifteen  and  seventeen  yeara 
of  age,  were  enrolled  at  Palmerston  North  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  cadet  corps  in  con*- 
nection  with  the  Youths'  Institute.  Applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  department  iMt  year,, 
and  the  matter  was  put  oil  from  time  to  time» 
until  just  at  the  end  of  the  session  the  Minister 
of  Defence,  in  reply  to  a  question  put  to  him 
on  the  estimates,  stated  it  was  most  probable 
the  application  would  be  agreed  to.  He  under- 
stood there  was  some  objection  to  the  forma- 
tion of  cadet  corps  not  connected  with  schools,, 
but  he  would  like  to  point  out  that  most 
lads  left  the  public  schools  at  about  thirteen- 
years  of  age,  and  it  was  just  above  that  age,, 
when  they  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen,  that  they  were  more  fit  to  be  trained 
in  anticipation  of  joining  the  Volunteer  corpa 
of  the  colony.  Therefore,  it  seemed  to  him,  if 
that  was  the  policy,  it  was  rather  short-sighted 
on  the  part  of  the  department,  and  debarred 
Volunteer  corps  getting  the  recruits  they  were 
entitled  to. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Defence) 
said  he  was  informed  that  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces  could  not  see  his  way  to  make  the 
recommendation  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  desired,  simply  because  it  was  not  in  con- 
formity with  the  Volunteer  Regulations.  He 
might  say  that  the  Volunteer  Regulations  were 
now  under  consideration,  and  probably  some 
amendment  would  be  made  which  would  cover 
the  point  raised  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
but  he  could  not  say  definitely  at  the  present  • 
moment. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  would  like  to  ask  the 
Minister  in  what  direction  the  application  was 
not  in  conformity  with  the  regulations,  because 
it  was  exactly  on  all-fours  vnth  an  application 
granted  to  the  Wellington  Boys'  Institute. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  it  was  not  in  con- 
formity with  paragraph  264  of  the  Volunteer 
Regulations. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— What  is  it? 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  see  that  by  turning  up  the 
regulations. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  BILL. 
Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  Whether  he  will  introduce  a  provision 
in  the  Slaughtering  Bill  compelling  those  who 
slaughter  sheep  to  leave  the  ears  on  the  skins, 
so  as  to  aot  as  a  check  on  sheep-stealing  ?    H» 
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had  been  asked  to  put  the  qnestion  by  residents 
in  the  Palmerston  district. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  was 
gjlad  to  say  that  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  honourable  gentleman's  distriot  had  been 
antioipated  by  provision  being  made  for  it  in 
tibe  Bill  now  before  the  House. 

WELLINGTON-NAPIER  RAILWAY. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  Whether  he  will  order 
that  there  shall  be  suificient  carriage- aooom- 
modation  on  the  Wellington-Napier  line  to 
insure  every  passenger  having  a  seat  ?  He  said 
that,  unfortunately,  he  had  had  to  put  a  some- 
what similar  question  to  the  Hon.  the  Minis- 
ter a  fortnight  ago,  and  again  he  had  been 
subjected  to  great  discomfort  while  travelling 
on  that  line.  Last  Saturday,  in  going  through 
the  Wairarapa,  when  there  was  a  biting  wind, 
there  was  such  a  lack  of  accommodation  that 
eight  passengers  were  standing  in  the  bird-cage, 
unable  to  get  seats  in  the  carriage.  If  this 
condition  of  things  had  existed  in  the  days  of 
the  Commissioners  those  officers  would  have 
been  dismissed  forthwith.  Now,  he  knew  what 
an  estimable  gentleman  the  Minister  for  Rail-. 
ways  was,  but  surely  he  ought  not  to  permit 
Buoh  a  condition  of  things  to  exist  when  his 
attention  had  been  called  to  it,  this  being  the 
second  time. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
he  was  informed  there  was  ample  acoommoda- 
tion  in  the  train,  but  three  passengers  preferred 
to  stand  rather  than  go  into  the  smoking- 
carriage,  where  there  was  room  available.  He 
was  aware  that  some  psople  preferred  not  to 
travel  in  the  smoking-carriage,  and  he  did  not 
think  they  should  be  compelled  so  to  do.  He 
would  just  read  a  memorandum  from  the 
General  Manager,  who  said, — 

"  It  would  appear  that  the  Stationmaater  at 
Featherston  should  have  provided  seats  for  the 
three  passengers  who  baa  to  stand  or  go  into 
the  smoking-car,  by  putting  on  an  extra  coach 
a«  between  Featherston  and  Maaterton,  and  he 
has  been  told  to  be  more  alert  to  provide  seat- 
ing-accommodation in  future  when  suoh  was  at 
his  disposal.'* 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa)  said  that,  as  a 
{MUMenger  by  the  train  referred  to  last  Saturday 
week,  he  could  indorse  all  that  was  said  in  refer- 
•ooe  to  the  want  of  accommodation  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  travelled  with 
GMtain  Russell  from  Wellington  to  Wai- 
poKoran  that  day,  and  he  could  say  without 
fear  of  contradiction  that  the  accommoda- 
tion then  provided  was  quite  inadequate  for 
the  number  of  people  who  travelled  that 
day. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  could  only  repeat  the 
explanation  forwarded  to  him — namely,  that 
there  was  accommodation  in  the  smoking-car- 
riage. He  did  not  say  that  people  travelling 
should  be  forced  to  travel  in  smoking-cars,  cmd, 
the  attention  of  the  Stationmaster  having  been 
called  to  the  matter,  he  hoped  further  oause  of 
oomplamt  would  not  arise. 


OTERAMIKA  TELEPHONE. 

oQA  Mr.  MoNAB  (Mataura)  asked  this 
*  '  Gbvemment,  Whether,  in  view  of  the 
large  addition  to  the  population  of  the  district 
of  Oteramika,  and  the  establishment  of  a  num- 
ber of  sawmills  there  during  the  last  few  years, 
they  will  favourably  consider  the  claims  of  that 
distriot  for  the  construction  of  a  telephone, 
with  an  office  at  Kapuka,  the  most  suitable 
centre  to  accommodate  the  adjoining  districts 
at  Oteramika,  Waituna,  and  Oteramika  Gorge  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
inquiries  were  being  made  at  the  present  time 
as  to  what  the  prospects  were  of  constructing 
this  telephone,  and  later  on,  when  those  in- 
quiries were  complete  and  the  report  came  up, 
the  Government  would  be  able  to  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  what  had  been  done  in 
the  matter. 

JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  (Hawera)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Justice,  Whether  it  is  true  that  a  recently 
appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  has  been  sen- 
tenced to  one  month's  imprisonment  in  the 
Nelson  Gaol  for  not  contributing  •  to  the  sup- 
port of  his  mother  ?  He  was  induced  to  put 
this  question  on  the  Order  Paper  in  conse- 
quence of  a  paragraph  that  had  appeared  in 
the  Canterbury  Press,  as  follows  :— 

**  Samuel  Manson  Neville,  of  Blenheim,  was 
charged  with  neglecting  to  pay  arrears  of  £1S 
due  to  his  mother.  The  Clerk  of  the  Court 
stated  that  £10  had  since  been  paid.  It  was 
in  respect  of  an  order  to  pay  10s.  weekly  to 
the  support  of  Mrs.  Neville,  sen.  Applicant,  in 
reply  to  the  Court,  said  the  defendant  was  a 
station-owner  and  a  recently  appointed  J.P. 
The  Magistrate :  *  In  any  case,  as  he  does  not 
make  these  payments  till  they  have  to  be  sued 
for,  he  is  sentenced  for  the  non-payment  of 
the  £8  to  a  month's  imprisonment  in  Nelson 
Gaol.' " 

If  this  was  true,  it  was  very  extraordinary 
indeed  to  think  that  a  man  in  the  position  of  a 
Magistrate,  especially  a  newly  appointed  Magis- 
trate, should  act  in  such  an  inhuman  manner. 
If  the  man  had  acted  in  this  way  towards  his 
mother-in-law  there  might  have  been  some 
excuse  for  him,  but  to  treat  his  own  mother 
in  such  a  heartless  manner  was  most  con- 
temptible, and  he  thought  that  such  a  man 
should  not  remain  on  the  roll  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace — although  he  must  admit,  in  the  in- 
terest of  truth,  that  a  percentage  of  the  late 
appointments  made  were  not  creditable  to  the 
Government — in  fact,  should  never  have  been 
appointed. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Justice) 
said  the  honourable  gentleman  had  asked  him 
if  this  was  true.  He  might  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  once  that  he  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  matter  beyond  what  had  been 
supplied  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the 
paragraph  which  he  had  just  read.  As  soon 
as  the  question  was  placed  on  the  Order 
Paper  he  had  asked  the  Under-Secretary  to 
request  the  Magistrate  to  furnish  a  report  on 
the  case. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


264 


Flax,  and  other 


[HOUSE.]     New  Zealand  ProducU.    [Auo.  5 


Mr.  GBAHAM  asked  if  the  Minister  ooald 
say  where  the  case  was  tried. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  had  already  said  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  oase  heyond  the  paragraph 
which  had  just  been  read  by  the  honourable 
member. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  could  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  case  was  not  tried  in  Nelson 
at  all. 

FLAX,    AND  OTHER  NEW    ZEALAND 
PRODUCTS. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  received  any  reports  or  corre- 
spondence on  flax,  or  any  other  class  of  New 
Zealand  produce,  from  Mr.  Holmes,  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  mission  to  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  for  that  purpose  ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  Government  will  refer  such  reports  and 
correspondence  to  the  Extension  of  Commerce 
Committee?  The  importance  of  the  matter 
involved  in  this  question  was  obvious.  They 
had  frequently  a  number  of  unemployed  in  the 
country  who  would  be  able  to  find  employ- 
ment in  the  flax  industry ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, our  difficulty  was  to  compete  with 
other  fibres  of  a  similar  character.  Various 
manufacturers  had  been  trying  their  best 
to  make  some  improvement  which  would 
admit  of  successful  competition  with  these 
other  fibres — in  fact,  some  of  them  had  ex- 
pended as  much  as  £1,500  in  this  direction. 
He  knew  the  Minister  would  be  glad  to  assist 
this  industry  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power, 
although  he  had  on  several  occasions  found 
himself  at  variance  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wh^n  he  refused  to  increase  the  amount 
of  bonus  that  had  hitherto  been  offered  for 
improved  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of 
flax  of  a  better  quality  and  at  a  smaller 
cost.  It  was  now  so  late  in  the  session  that 
he  was  afraid  the  Hon.  the  Premier  would  not 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  a  special  Com- 
mittee to  take  evidence  and  consider  the  ques- 
tion, and  he  therefore  asked  the  Minister  if  he 
would  submit  it  to  the  Extension  of  Commerce 
Committee.  He  hoped  to  get  a  favourable 
answer. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  for  Agriculture) 
said  it  was  not  late  in  the  session  at  all.  It 
was  very  early  in  the  session,  seeing  that  they 
were  not  going  home  till  Christmas.  His  reply 
to  the  question  was  that  so  far  he  had  got  no 
official  communication  from  Mr.  Holmes.  Mr. 
Holmes  had  never  been  recognised  as  an  official 
of  the  department  or  a  Government  official  in 
any  way.  The  honourable  member  must  know 
that  at  the  time  Mr.  Holmes  went  Home  a 
number  of  people  in  the  colony  subscribed  the 
necessary  money  to  send  him  Home,  and  the 
Government  was  asked  to  contribute  a  subsidy 
towards  it.  The  Government  did  so ;  but,  hav- 
ing given  the  subsidy,  they  did  not  recognise 
Mr.  Holmes  as  a  Government  official,  and  Mr. 
Holmes  had  sent  no  official  communication 
of  any  description.  By  the  Home  mail  which 
had  arrived  that  morning  he  bad  had  a  paper 
sent  to  him — and  he  had  no  doubt  it  had  been 


sent  by  Mr.  Holmes,  being  specially  marked 
—called  the  WalsaU  Advertiier,  and  in  thafc 
paper  were  three  and  a  half  colnmns  given 
by  a  gentleman  named  John  Holmes,  who 
was  styled  the  "  New  Zealand  Government 
ambassador  in  England."  He  was  quite 
willing  to  hand  this  paper  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  see  if  he  oould  get  any 
information  of  value  from  it.  He  (Mr.  Mo- 
Ken  zie)  had  failed  to  get  any.  The  principal 
feature  of  this  interview  that  this  gentleman 
had  with  the  enterprising  reporter  of  the  news- 
paper was  that  he  blew  his  own  trumpet.  The 
fact  was,  however,  that  they  had  had  no  offi- 
cial communication  from  Mr.  Holmes  ;  indeed, 
the  Government  did  not  know  where  to  com- 
municate with  him.  He  had  no  doubt,  when 
Mr.  Holmes  came  back,  or  before  he  came 
back,  be  would  give  the  Government  a  report ; 
and  they  would  see  what  was  the  value  of  it 
when  they  got  it.  There  would  be  no  harm  in 
bringing  this  matter  before  the  Agricultural 
and  Stock  Committee.  He  thought  it  was  a 
subject  that  Committee  could  inquire  into  very 
well ;  and  later  on— some  time  before  Christ- 
mas, when  the  Committee  had  finished  the 
work  they  had  before  them  now — he  would  be 
prepared  to  put  a  motion  on  the  Order  Paper 
referring  this  question  to  that  Committee. 

COMMISSION  OP  THE  PEACE. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Justice,  Whether,  before  making  appoint- 
ments to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  he  will 
take  steps  to  ascertain  whether  the  appointees 
can  read  and  write  ?  Since  he  had  placed  this 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  he  had  been  asked 
whether  he  had  placed  it  there  as  a  joke.  He 
might  say  at  once  he  had  not  done  so.  It  had 
been  brought  to  his  notice  that  a  recently  ap- 
pointed Justice  of  the  Peace  could  not  sign  his 
name,  or  never  did  sign  his  name  to  documents 
placed  before  him.  He  believed  that  since  his 
appointment  the  Justice  had  practised  the  art 
of  writing.  In  these  times  the  business  that 
came  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  coun- 
try districts  made  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  he  should  be  able  to  read  and  write ;  and 
he  considered  he  would  be  wanting  in  his  duty 
if  he  did  not  bring  this  matter  under  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Minister  of  Justice.  In  legislation 
that  had  been  proposed  it  was  provided  that 
before  a  lad  shoula  be  allowed  to  become  ap- 
prenticed to  a  trade  he  must  have  passed  the 
Fourth  Standard ;  and,  if  it  was  necessary  in 
such  a  case  as  that,  it  was  equally  necessary 
that  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  should  at  least  hav« 
acquired  the  art  of  reading  and  writing.  The 
honourable  member  for  Ashley  had  on  more 
than  one  occasion  informed  the  House  that 
the  schoolmaster  was  now  abroad,  and  if  such 
was  the  oase  he  (the  schoolmaster)  would  cer- 
tainly take  note  of  such  a  matter.  He  thought 
it  was  only  right  that  the  Minister  should 
make  some  inquirv  with  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Justice) 
said  he  would  have  been  glad  if  the  honourable 
member  oould  have  told  the  House  that  he 
knew  of  this  matter  of  his  own  knowledge. 
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But  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  done 
«o ;  it  was  a  matter  of  hearsay  again.  He  was 
oiot  at  all  aware  there  was  necessity  for  taking 
the  action  suggested  in  the  question,  and  he 
thought  it  would  not  be  complimentary  to 
menibers  of  the  House  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  recommending  gentlemen  to  the  Commission 
H>f  the  Peace.  He  thought,  however,  it  was 
highly  desirabfe  that  honourable  gentlemen, 
before  making  recommendations,  should  take 
every  precaution  in  the  direction  of  seeing  that 
•they  recommended  suitable  persons,  and  gentle- 
men worthy  of  respect. 

Mr.  BBOWN  agreed  with  the  Minister  that 
•due  inquiry  should  be  made  by  honourable  mem- 
bers and  others  before  making  these  recom- 
mendations. He  simply  wished  to  mention 
this  fact:  that  out  of  six  or  eight  Justices  of 
the  Peace  who  were  appointed  in  the  last 
batch  he  had  only  recommended  one.  He  did 
•not  know  who  recommended  the  others. 

An  Hon.  Mevbsb. — Gould  he  read  and  write  ? 

Mr.  BROWN  said.  Yes,  he  could  read  and 

Mr.  OABSON  (Wanganui)  would  like  the 
Minister  to  say  whether  he  accepted  recom- 
mendations from  members  of  the  House  for 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  or  whether  he 
consulted  members :  he  was  not  aware  of  it. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  honourable 
member  must  know  that  members  had  always 
been  in  the  habit  of  making  recommendations. 

Mr.  CARSON.— Do  I  understand  that  ap- 
pointments are  not  made  without  members  of 
the  House  being  consulted  ? 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  not  said 
that. 

PAIR  RENT  BILL. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Ocvemment  to  introduce  this  session  a  Fair 
Rent  Bill  in  the  terms  of  the  Bill  of  1896? 
The  Minister  had  introduced  a  Fair  Rent  Bill 
on  two  occasions— in  1895  and  in  1896  —which 
led  him  to  suppose  that  he  was  in  favour  of 
such  a  measure.  He  would  be  glad  to  receive 
«n  assurance  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  he  did  not  propose  to  introduce  one  this 
year.  The  introduction  of  such  a  measure 
tended  to  create  a  feeling  of  unrest  in  the 
minds  of  lessees  and  lessors. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands) 
oould  assure  the  honourable  member  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  a  Fair  Rent  Bill,  but  the  kind 
of  Bill  he  was  in  favour  of  he  was  afraid  the 
honourable  member  and  many  others  would 
oppoAe.  The  kind  of  Fair  Rent  Bill  he  believed 
in  was  one  that  would  be  fair  to  all  settlers  in 
the  colony,  whether  they  were  Crown  tenants  or 
private  tenants.  When  he  had  brought  down 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  on  a  previous  occasion  he 
had  been  met  with  a  chorus  of  those  who  said 
he  was  interfering  with  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject in  introducing  the  principle  into  private 
property  ;  and  what  he  found  was  that  a  large 
number  of  members  wanted  a  Revaluation 
Bill  for  Government  tenants.  That  would  be 
very  unfair  to  a  large  number  of  people  who  had 


endeavoured  to  get  Crown  lands  and  had  been 
unable  to  do  so,  but  had  to  fall  back  upon 
private  individuals:  it  would  be  very  unfair 
that  they  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  taxes 
to  enable  others  to  escape.  The  Fair  Rent 
Bill  he  would  be  in  favour  of  would  be  one  that 
would  apply  to  the  whole  colony  ;  and  if  there 
was  time  to  put  such  a  Bill  through  he  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  do  so.  He  was,  however, 
afraid  that  until  the  people  of  the  colony  con- 
sidered the  matter  further,  and  were  prepared 
to  send  representatives  to  the  House  who  would 
support  such  a  Bill,  it  would  be  merely  wasting 
the  time  of  the  House  to  introduce  it. 

LUMSDEN  LAND   FOR  SETTLEMENT. 

Mr.  OILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  (a)  Whether  the  Qovern- 
ment  will,  in  view  of  the  increasing  demand 
for  land  for  the  purposes  of  settlement  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lumsden,  Southland,  favourably 
consider  a  proposal  to  acquire  property  in  that 
locality;  and  (6)  whether  negotiations  have 
been  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  blocks 
of  land  in  the  Waimea  Plains?  He  might 
point  out  that  the  Township  of  Lumsden  was 
essentially  an  agricultural  one.  It  was  favour- 
ably situated  on  the  Invercargill-Eingston  line, 
and  was  the  junction  of  the  Waimea  and  Moss- 
burn  Railways,  but  it  had  this  drawback :  that 
its  progress  was  very  much  retarded  by  the 
presence  of  two  large  estates  in  its  immediate 
vicinity,  the  Castle  Rock  Estate  on  the  one 
side  and  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Com- 
pany's estates  on  the  other.  The  time  had 
arrived  when,  in  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity, and  to  supply  the  existing  demand  for 
land  in  that  district,  the  Government  should, 
under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  acquire  a 
portion  of  one  of  those  estates  and  throw  it  open 
for  selection  by  the  people.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, to  receive  a  favourable  reply  on  this  point. 
The  second  part  of  the  question  was  in  regard 
Co  a  few  blocks  of  land  belonging  to  the  Agri- 
cultural Company  near  Riversdale,  on  the 
Waimea  Plains.  He  understood  that  some 
time  ago  negotiations  were  commenced  for  the 
purchase  of  one  or  more  of  those  blocks,  and 
be  would  like  to  know  whether  these  negotia- 
tions were  being  carried  on,  or  had  the  matter 
been  allowed  to  fall  through. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said, 
in  regard  to  this  question,  that  some  time  ago 
an  ofifer  had  been  made  with  regard  to  some 
land  in  the  Waimea  district  to  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Board.  Negotiations  had  been  entered 
into  at  the  time,  but  they  had  fallen  through 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  was  some  difficulty 
with  regard  to  the  time  it  would  take  the  Board 
to  obtain  a  reply  from  England.  He  believed 
the  property  the  honourable  gentleman  referred 
to  on  the  Waimea  Plains  was  now  in  Chancery, 
and  it  was  sometimes  twelve  months  before  any 
reply  could  be  got  from  the  Judges  in  charge  of 
that  Court  at  Home.  The  long  delay,  there- 
fore, was  the  cause  of  the  matter  having  fallen 
through  at  that  time.  However,  he  had  visited 
that  locality  himself  before  the  session,  and  it 
appeared  to  him,  from  the  inquiries  and  the 
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representations  that  had  been  made  to  him 
by  a  number  of  people  whom  he  looked 
upon  as  being  good  band  fide  settlers,  that 
there  was  a  demand  for  land.  So  far  as 
Lumsden  was  concerned,  he  was  not  so  well 
acquainted  with  that  district,  but  he  was  quite 
satisfied  that  on  the  Waimea  Plains,  if  a  suit- 
able block  could  be  bought,  general  settlement 
would  take  place  there ;  and,  as  there  was  a  rail- 
way running  through  the  country  now,  and  there 
was  a  large  area  sparsely  populated,  it  was  ad- 
visable that  the  Land  Purchase  Board  should 
endeavour  to  purchase  a  property  there.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  of  course,  knew  that 
he  (Mr.  McKoDzie)  could  not  .interfere  with 
the  Board  further  than  by  drawing  their  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  demand 
for  land  in  a  certain  locality.  But  he  would 
bring  this  matter  before  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  with  a  view  that  he  should,  the  first  time 
he  was  in  that  part  of  the  colony,  make  in- 
quiries ai^d  see  what  the  demand  for  land  is ; 
and  when  he  saw  and  heard  that  for  himself  he 
would,  doubtless,  take  some  steps  to  make  in- 
quiries as  to  what  properties  could  be  acquired. 
From  his  own  knowledge  he  believed  that  if 
land  was  acquired  in  that  locality  it  would 
meet  with  demand,  and  would  result  in  settle- 
ment that  would  benefit  the  whole  colony. 

ADVANCES  TO  SETTLERS  ACT. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  it  is  his  intention 
to  extend  the  scope  of  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act  in  the  direction  of  enabling  the  Board  to 
make  advances  on  land  held  on  occupation  lease 
within  mining  districts  under  "  The  Mining 
Districts  Land  Occupation  Act,  1894"?  He 
might  state  that  under  the  Act  of  1894  a 
number  of  settlers  of  Orepuki  who  had  taken 
up  sections  found  that  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  of  1894  they 
oould  not  get  these  advances-.  The  class  of 
land  to  which  advances  were  allowed  to  be 
made  was  specified  in  that  Act.  One  of  the 
sections  of  that  Act  stipulated  that  advances 
might  be  made  on  Crown  land  which  was 
held  under  occupation  lease  under  the  Mining 
Act  of  1891.  Now,  according  to  section  226  of 
that  Act  the  Government  might  grant  these 
leases  for  terms  not  exceeding  seven  years,  and 
the  aiea  not  to  exceed  820  acres.  These 
settlers  were  able  to  get  these  advances  under 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  whereas  under 
the  Mining  Districts  Land  Occupation  Act  of 
1894  there  vf^  no  provision  for  making  ad- 
vances to  settlers,  although  the  land  was  being 
held  for  twenty-one  years,  as  against  seven 
years  in  the  Mining  Act  of  1891.  Clause  6 
stipulated  that  the  area  should  in  no  case 
exceed  100  acres,  and  it  also  contamed  express 
provision  that  the  lessee  should  reside  on  the 
area.  This  was  found  to  be  a  hardship,  and 
he  would  like  to  see  an  amending  clause  intro- 
duced to  enable  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Board 
to  make  advances  to  the  class  of  settlers  he 
had  referred  to. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
he  was  afraid  he  could  not  advocate  the  excen- 
Mr,  J,  McKenaie 


sion  of  the  Aot  on  this  class  of  security ;  and 
he  was  supported  in  chat  view  by  the  report- 
given  to  nim  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Office.  He  would  read  the 
report  or  memorandum,  which  would  show  what 
were  the  objections  the  Superintendent  had  with 
regard  to  extending  the  advances  to  settlers  to- 
oconpation  leases : — 

*'  Sections  7  and  8  of  *  The  Mining  Districts 
Land  Occupation  Act,  1894,'  appear  to  me  ta 
be  a  bar  to  the  advisability  of  advanoing 
money  on  the  security  of  such  holdings.  The* 
former  of  these  sections  precludes  a  freeholder 
or  leaseholder  from  becoming  the  holder  of  a. 
lease  under  this  Act  of  an  area  which  would 
increase  his  aggregate  holdings  to  more  than 
a  hundred  acres.  Small  holdings  of  this 
class,  held  under  several  titles,  and  in  all 
probability  not  contiguous,  are  a  most  un- 
desirable class  of  security  if  they  come  to  be 
realised.  Under  the  provisions  of  section  S* 
permanent  improvemeuts  are  liable  to  be 
destroyed  by  the  incursion  of  miners,  and  the 
compensation  provided  for  by  the  Aot  for  the 
area  taken  might  not  equal  the  amount  of  the 
loan,  and  the  department  might  be  left  with 
a  very  small  and  unsaleable  piece  of  land. 
Besides  this,  in  the  event  of  its  becoming 
necessary  to  exercise  the  power  of  sale  under 
the  mortgage  by  reason  of  default  on  the  part 
of  the  mortgagor,  the  market  for  the  disposal 
of  such  securities  would  be  very  limited,  being 
confined  to  the  mining  community  and  to 
those  who  hold  less  than  a  hundred  acres,  aa 
provided  by  section  7.  For  the  reasons  above 
stated  I  am  opposed  to  any  extension  of  the 
operation  of  the  Government  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act  which  would  have  for  its  object 
the  inclusion  of  these  securities." 

The  honourable  member  would  see  from  that 
that  the  officer  went  very  carefully  into  the 
matter,  and  he  was  sure  the  honourable  mem-' 
her  would  not  desire  to  extend  the  operations  of 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Office  to  securities 
that  would  not  be  desirable,  because  they  did 
not  want  to  do  anything  to  injure  that  depart- 
ment, or  to  injure  the  fair  fame  it  had  at  the 
present  time,  by  obliging  it  to  take  securities 
that  might  be  bad. 

GRASS-SEED  SUPPLIED  BY  GOVERN- 
MENT. 
Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  What  steps  were  taken  to  prove 
the  bona  fides  of  the  applicants  who  received 
grass-seed  from  the  Government  in  thePahiatua 
district?  In  explanation  of  this  question  he 
might  say  that  he  fully  admitted  the  wisdom  of 
the  steps  which  the  Government  took  in  reliev- 
ing the  settlers  who  had  suffered  so  much  in 
that  district  from  the  fires  that  occurred  last 
autumn,  but  he  had  been  told  that  in  several 
cases  men  who  were  in  a  good  financial  posi- 
tion, and  who  had  had  newly  felled  bush  burnt,, 
received  this  assistance  from  the  Government. 
He  understood  that  even  before  the  fires  took 
place  some  of  these  men  had  actually  plaoed 
their  orders  for  grass-seed,  so  that  at  any  rate 
it  hardly  seemed  likely  they  were  in  a  poeition 
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antiUing  them  to  receive  this  help  from  the 
Government.  He  understood  also  that  there 
had  been  an  officer  of  the  Qovemment  there 
investigating  the  special  cases,  and  he  woald  like 
tp  hear  from  the  Minister  of  Lands  if  any  par- 
ticular pains  were  taken  to  prevent  the  (Go- 
vernment being  imposed  upon  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Mr.  J.  MoRENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands) 
would  regret  it  very  much  if  such  things  as 
the  honourable  member  had  stated  had  oc- 
oorred.  Full  inquiries  had  been  made  by  the 
Lands  Department,  and  a  special  officer  was 
told  off  for  the  purpose  of  making  inquiries 
into  special  oases  that  could  not  be  so  fully 
gone  into  by  the  officer  at  the  place.  All  the 
applications  for  grass-seed  were  submitted  to 
this  officer,  who  made  a  special  report,  which 
the  Government  carried  out,  believing  that 
that  report  was  a  correct  one,  and  believing 
there  was  no  person  who  had  made  incorrect 
representations  in  order  to  get  the  assistance 
of  the  Government.  He  regretted  vezymuch 
if  any  one  in  that  district  had  made  representa- 
tions that  were  not  correct  to  the  officers  of  the 
department  generally,  and  if  they  had  been 
able  by  making  these*  representations  to  get 
grass^ieed  from  the  Government.  However, 
be  was  not  aware  of  any  such  cases  himself, 
and  if  there  were  such  he  said  ic  was  a  very  de- 
plorable thing  that  a  calamity  such  as  had  be- 
fallen the  bush  settlers  by  fire  last  year  should 
be  taken  advantage  of  by  people  who  did  not 
require  assistance ;  and,  if  he  knew  of  any  cases 
where  representations  of  that  sort  were  made, 
he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  mark  his  sense  of 
the  conduct  of  these  people  in  a  manner  that 
would  not  be  desired  bv  them. 

Mr.  PIBANI  would  like  to  ask  the  Minister 
if  any  special  declarations  were  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  applications  for  the  grass-seed. 

Mr.  J.  MgKENZIE  said  he  could  not  at  the 
present  moment  state  whether  formal  declara- 
tions were  made,  but  he  would  make  full  in- 
quiries. Hie  instructions  were  very  explicit, 
and  full  inquiry  was  made,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  evezy  man  gone  into,  and  he  directed 
that  no  grass- seed  should  be  given  to  people 
who  were  able  to  act  for  themselves. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  he  would  give  the  Minister 
the  names  of  the  individuals  he  referred  to. 

BAILWAY  W0BKSH0P8  DISOHABGED 
HANDS. 
Mr.  MOBBISON  (Gaversham)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Bailways, — (1.)  Wny  so  many 
hands  have  been  lately  discharged  from  the 
railws^  workshops  at  a  time  when  the  increase 
of  traffic,  the  demand  for  extra  wagons,  and  the 
proper  equipment  of  our  lines  urgently  necessi- 
tate additional  rolUng-stock  ?  (2.)  Is  the  Mi- 
nister  aware  that  at  the  present  time  a  large 
number  of  producers  and  business  people  are 
subjected  to  much  inconvenience  owing  to  the 
insufficiency  of  rolling-stock  and  other  appli- 
ances? (S.)  Seeing  that  this  state  of  affairs 
exists,  and  that  the  labour-market  in  midwinter 
is  always  depressed,  will  the  Minister  give  im- 
mediate  instructions  that  the  recently   dis- 


charged hands  will  be  re-employed  ?  This  was 
a  very  important  question,  affecting  as  it  did 
a  very  large  number  of  the  railway  employes 
of  this  colony,  and,  that  being  so,  he  had 
been  induced  to  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper ;  and  he  wanted  to  know  from  the  Minis- 
ter for  Bailways  the  reason  why  so  many  hands 
had  been  lately  discharged  from  the  railway 
workshops,  more  especially  seeing  that  these 
men  had  been  discharged  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  thus  entailing  a  considerable  amount 
of  hardship  on  them  and  their  families.  He 
recognised  it  would  be  folly  on  his  part  to 
insist  on  the  Minister  for  Bailways  or  any  other 
Minister  employing  men  if  he  could  not  em- 
ploy them  on  profitable  work,  but,  seeing  the 
scarcity  of  rolling-stock  all  over  the  colony,  and 
knowing  the  difficulties  that  business- men  and 
producers  had  to  contend  with  on  this  account, 
and  knowing  also  that  these  men  who  had  been 
discharged  were  skilled  artisans  who  had  been 
in  the  employment  of  the  Bailway  Department 
for  some  time,  and  seeing  that  the  Minister 
recognised  the  fact  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  on  the  part  of  the  department  to 

Crovide  additional  rolling-stock  to  meet  the 
loreased  demands  made  upon  them  by  the 
increased  traffic,  he  thought  the  Minister  had 
committed  an  error  of  judgment  in  discharging 
these  men  at  this  particular  time.  It  also 
entailed  additional  expense  on  the  depart- 
ment. He  might  say  that  from  commuDioa- 
tions  he  had  received  from  the  South  from 
coal-mine  proprietors  and  sawmillers  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  using  trucks,  these  people  found 
when  these  trucks  arrived  at  the  terminal 
station  that  the  railway  foreman  brought  down 
a  gang  of  casual  hands  to  discharge  the  trucks 
at  the  sidings,  so  as  to  get  them  away  again, 
and  the  employment  of  these  men  was  an 
additional  expense  on  the  pare  of  the  depart- 
ment, for  the  department  had  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  these  casual  hands.  He  hoped  the 
Minisiier,  recognising  all  this,  and  knowing  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  this  additional 
rolling-stock  should  be  provided,  would  see  his 
way  to  give  him  a  satisfactory  reply,  and  give 
immediate  instructions  that  the  discharged 
men  would  be  re- employed  if  they  were  found 
suitable  for  the  work. 

Mr.  OADMAN  (Minister  for  Bailways)  was 
aware  that  in  some  parts  of  the  colony — in 
fact,  nearly  all  over  the  colony— during  the 
last  busy  season  business-men  had  been  incon- 
venienced by  the  insufficiency  of  the  rolling- 
stock.  At  the  end  of  this  month  he  hoped 
they  would  have  all  the  wagons  completed 
which  were  provided  for  in  last  year's  pro- 
gramme, and,  as  the  winter  and  spring  were 
the  less  busy  seasons,  he  thought  they  would 
not  have  many  complaints  of  a  want  of  rolling- 
stock  during  the  next  few  months.  Of  course, 
it  was  necessary  to  make  provision  for  the 
coming  busy  season  next  summer,  and  it  alto- 
gether depended  on  the  House  and  the  amount 
it  allocated  for  railway  purposes  what  number 
of  hands  could  be  taken  on  for  this  work.  He 
could  only  say,  further,  that  he  hoped 
the  Financial  Statement,  which  would 
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«hortlj  oome  down,  would  be  reoeWed  with 
abtisfaction,  as  that  would  show  the  further 
provision  which  he  intended  to  maJce  for  the 
■continuation  of  the  manufacture  of  rolling- 
stock. 

Mr.  MORRISON  asked  if  the  Minister  would 
kindly  say  when  he  would  be  in  a  position  to 
re-employ  these  men.  He  knew  that  numbers 
were  suffering  great  hardship,  and  it  had  been 
-a  very  rough  winter  down  South. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said,  of  course  the  House  had 
.got  a  say  on  that  question.  He  presumed  that 
after  the  financial  debate  the  Government 
would  be  in  a  position  to  know  if  the  amount 
.asked  for  was  likely  to  be  granted,  and  would 
act  accordingly. 

LETTERS  TO  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  (Hawera)  asked  the  Premier, 
'Whether  he  will  undertake  that  letters  ad- 
dressed to  him  and  other  members  of  the 
Ministry  of  a  public  nature  by  members  of  this 
House  be  acknowledged  within  a  reasonable 
time?  He  was  induced  to  put  this  question 
on  the  Order  Paper  because  members  of  this 
House  received  numbers  of  letters  from  their 
constituents,  which  in  most  cases  had  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Government,  and  people  in 
the  country  were  naturally  anxious  to  get 
replies.  There  were  sometimes  unreasonable 
•delays  in  answering  these  letters.  It  was  im- 
possible for  a  member  to  send  a  reply  to  his 
•constituents  until  he  got  a  reply  from  the 
Minister.  He  trusted  the  Premier  would  see 
that  letters  were  answered,  if  not  with  des- 
patch, within  a  reasonable  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  thought  this  would 
liave  been  the  very  last  charge  laid  against  the 
present  Administration,  because  if  there  was 
one  thing  above  all  others  which  the  Govern- 
ment prided  themselves  upon  it  was  in  treating 
the  correspondence  of  members  courteously 
And  expeditiously. 

Mr.  TANNER.— I  have  a  telegram  un- 
answered this  two  years— a  telegram  addressed 
to  a  Minister. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
her  might  have  inquired  if  that  telegram  was 
ever  delivered. 

Mr.  TANNER.  —  It  was  delivered  right 
enough.    He  acknowledged  that  afterwards. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  that  might  have  been 
taken  as  a  reply  to  it,  and  that  there  was  no 
necessity  to  send  a  written  reply.  Honourable 
members  should  consider  this :  When  a  com- 
munication was  sent  to  a  Minister,  the  Minis- 
ter sometimes  had  to  send  it  on  to  the  depart- 
ment, and  the  department  sometimes  had  to 
send  it  to  the  district,  inquiries  had  to  be  made, 
and  then  it  came  back  to  the  department,  and 
from  the  department  it  had  to  come  before 
the  Minister  before  a  reply  could  be  sent  to 
the  member.  The  Government  had  adopted 
a  system  which  tbey  conceived  to  be  superior 
to  that  which  previously  obtained.  As  far  as 
members  were  concerned,  replies  were  sent 
direct  by  Ministers  to  them.  In  times  gone 
by  there  were  considerable  complaints  be- 
-cause  the  departments  sometimes  answered 
Mr.  Cadman 


members  Bomethiog  in  this  style:  **Y<nir 
memorandum  of  a  given  date  has  been  dnly 
received.  Inquiries  will  be  made,  and  later  on 
you  will  be  apprised  of  the  result."  Well,  the 
**  later  on  "  never  came.  He  had  experienced 
that  himself  when  he  was  a  private  member  of 
the  House,  and  if  the  Government  were  to  give 
replies  now  such  as  were  given  in  those  davs 
he  believed  every  member  would  be  impeaon- 
ing  the  Government.  If  those  honourable 
members  opposite  came  back  to  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  benches  and  tried  to  go  back  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  good  old  days— when  ooxrespond- 
ence  was  often  flouted,  and  when  many  letters 
were  thrown  into  the  waste-paper  basket,  or 
put  aside  in  the  archives  of  the  departments  and 
never  again  saw  the  light — they  would  find  that 
coald  not  be  done  now.  He  and  his  colleagues 
desired  to  be  as  expeditious  as  possible  m  &eir 
replies  to  letters.  If  there  were  any  special 
cases,  honourable  members  might  bring  them 
under  the  notice  of  the  Government,  and  he 
was  sure  they  would  be  glad  to  remedy  any 
remissness.  He  was  sure  the  members  of  the 
Government  did  not  desire  to  refrain  from 
replying  to  any  correspondence.  He  could  only 
say  this,  speaking  for  himself :  that,  as  to  ordi- 
nary communications  on  public  business,  he 
saw  to  that  personally,  and  to  communications 
from  members  direct  which  required  his  own 
attention,  and  were  not  departmental.  He 
did  not  think  such  a  letter  was  ever  sent  to 
him  which  was  not  replied  to  within  a  week. 
As  regarded  telegrams  received  from  day  to 
day,  every  morning  his  table  was  cleared,  and 
replies  were  sent.  It  might  be  that,  as  to 
some  particular  matter,  the  letter  had  been 
referred  to  the  department,  or  it  had  got  mis- 
laid, or  was  not  considered  of  an  urgent  cha- 
racter. At  all  events,  speaking  for  the  Ministry, 
he  could  give  members  the  assurance  that  it 
was  their  desire  to  be  as  expeditious  as  possible 
in  replying  to  correspondence. 

MERTON-CORNER  BUSH  ROAD. 

Mr.  PARATA  (Southern  Maori)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  he  will  put  the 
sum  of  £100  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose 
of  making  the  Merton-Gomer  Bush  Road,  the 
said  sum  having  been  promised  by  the  Minister 
of  Lands  last  session  for  the  purpose  referred 
to  ?  He  had  had  communications  from  the 
settlers  in  the  district  asking  him  what  was 
going  to  be  done  with  respect  to  this  road. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
this  was  a  question  similar  to  several  other 
questions  which  he  had  answered  this  session. 
This  and  other  works  would  be  dealt  with  when 
the  Public  Works  Statement  was  under  con- 
sideration. The  requests  of  honourable  mem- 
bers to  place  sums  on  the  estimates  for  worka 
in  their  various  districts  would  receive  due 
consideration  when  the  proper  time  came. 

REGISTERED-LETTER  ENVELOPES. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  (Bay  of  Islands)  asked  the 
Postmaster- General,  Whether  he  will  cause  » 
supply  of  registered-letter  envelopes  to  be  fur- 
nished to  country  post-ofi&oes  for  sale  to  th« 
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general  pnblio  ?  If  this  were  done  it  would  be 
a  boon  to  the  district  he  represented.  There 
being  no  branch  bank  there,  all  remittances 
had  to  be  sent  through  the  post-offioe.  There 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  danger  in  send- 
ing these  remittances  in  ordinary  envelopes. 
In  the  extreme  north  the  mails  were  sometimes 
earned  considerable  distances  on  horseback, 
and  the  result  sometimes  was  that  the  en- 
velopes got  destroyed,  and  the  enclosed  remib- 
tanoes  fell  out  loose  into  the  mail -bag.  That 
state  of  things  should  not  exist.  It  would  be 
a  benefit  to  the  people  if  they  could  obtain 
registered-letter  envelopes.  He  considered 
that  under  the  present  arrangement  there  was 
a  loes  to  the  department,  because,  instead  of 
sending  these  letters  in  ordinary  envelopes 
through  the  post,  the  remittances  were  for- 
warded in  other  ways.  Oonsequently  the 
Government  lost  the  registration  and  postal 
fees.  These  envelopes  would  provide  the 
settlers  in  the  out-districts  a  safe  way  of  re- 
mitting. He  hoped  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  comply  with  his  request. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Postmaster- General)  said 
registered-letter  envelopes  of  a  new  pattern 
had  recently  been  issued  to  every  money-order 
office  in  the  colony,  but  the  sales  were  at 
present  limited — even  at  large  offices  it  was  not 
considered  desirable  that  a  stock  should  be  kept 
at  places  which  were  not  money-order  offices. 
The  department  would,  however,  be  glad  to 
supply  any  country  Postmaster  making  appli- 
cation for  them.  Every  effort  was  being  made 
to  popularise  the  registered-letter  envelopes, 
which  were  at  present  being  sold  under  cost- 
price  with  a  view  of  their  being  more  generally 
used.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  assured 
the  Postmaster  in  his  district  that  there  was  a 
demand  for  these  envelopes,  the  department 
would  supply  them  to  order ;  but  it  was  no  use 
sending  them  to  offices  where  they  would 
simply  lie  as  dead  stock,  while  in  other  places 
they  were  not  able  to  get  them.  Their  reason 
for  this  course  was  the  limited  supply  in 
stock.  This  was  a  new  departure,  which  was 
found  to  be  very  convenient,  and  was  ap- 
preciated; and  he  should  be  happy  to  meet 
the  honourable  gentleman  or  any  other  mem- 
ber if  they  would  indicate  where  there  was 
a  demand  for  these  envelopes,  and  they  would 
supply  them.  They  were  much  better  than 
the  former  method  of  just  stamping  the  en- 
velope on  taking  the  registration-fee.  It  was 
a  system  which  had  been  adopted  elsewhere, 
and,  on  the  whole,  was  working  very  satisfac- 
torily. If  the  honourable  member  would  indi- 
cate what  demand  there  was  in  his  district  for 
these  envelopes,  the  department  would  be  most 
happy  to  supply  them  as  far  as  it  could,  con- 
sistent with  the  stock  at  their  command. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man admitted  that  the  stock  was  short. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  only  sent  them 
where  they  were  applied  for;  they  did  not 
■end  them  to  all  offices,  but  where  they  were 
applied  for  the  orders  would  be  met.  They  had 
not  been  sent  to  thoee  Fostmasters  who  had  not 


asked  for  them,  but  they  certainly  would  be  if 
applied  for. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  he  had  applied  for  them 
over  and  over  again. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  see  that  wa» 
rectified. 

PAIB  RENT  BILL  AND  NATIVE  LANDS. 

Mr.  PARATA  (Southern  Maori)  asked  ch& 
Native  Minister,  Will  the  Government  bring  in 
a  Fair  Rent  Bill  to  include  lands  owned  by 
Natives?  He  had  been  informed  by  sevenU' 
Maoris  in  this  Island  that  the  land  wm  being 
leased  in  many  oases  for  half  the  price.  He 
knew  a  block  of  land  which  was  leased  for  £30, 
and  if  publicly  leased  it  would  fetoh  at  least 
£900.  That  was  why  he  placed  the  question  on 
the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
the  honourable  gentleman's  statement  bore  out 
the  reply  he  gave  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Waipawa— that  a  Fair  Rent  Bill,  to  be  fair, 
would  have  to  deal  with  all  sorts  of  property  in 
the  colony ;  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  land  referred  to  in  the  question  was  a 
matter  which  a  Fair  Rent  Bill  should  deal 
with.  He  was  afraid  they  would  not  be  able 
to  pass  such  a  Bill  this  session.  He  was  still 
favourable  to  a  Fair  Rent  Bill  as  introduced  by 
himself  some  time  ago.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  a  Fair  Bent  Bill  would  have  to  be  dealt 
with.  Some  people  looked  at  this  question 
from  one  point  of  view,  and  this  they  would 
find  out  when  they  came  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject. 

WORKMEN'S  TICKETS. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  Whether  he  will  arrange  for  the 
issue  of  workmen's  tickets  between  Auckland 
and  Otahuhu  and  on  the  Auckland-Onehunga^ 
line  at  the  same  rates  which  are  at  present 
charged  from  Wellington  and  Te  Aro  to  Lower 
Hutt  and  Petone — ^namely,  2s.  6d.  for  twelve- 
trip  tickets  ?  He  thought  it  unfair  that  privi- 
leges should  be  conferred  on  people  living  in 
one  part  of  the  colony  and  not  given  to  othera 
living  in  another  part  of  New  Zealand.  If 
these  tickets  were  issued  to  workmen  allowing 
them  to  travel  at  a  specially  low  rate  between 
Wellington,  Petone,  and  the  Lower  Hutt,  then 
workmen  travelling  between  Auckland,  One- 
himga,  and  Otahuhu  should  be  placed  in  the 
same  position,  seeing  the  distance  was  about 
the  same. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  quite 
agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  that  all 
should  be  on  one  footing,  but  it  was  evident 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  read  the 
regulations  very  carefully,  or  he  would  have 
seen  that  workmen's  tickets  were  not  issued  to- 
workmen  to  travel  from  Wellington  to  Petone 
and  the  Lower  Hutt,  but  vice  versd.  The- 
object  was  to  encourage  people  to  live  in  the 
country  and  go  into  the  town  to  work.  They 
started  the  experiment  with  Petone  and  the- 
Lower  Hutt  to  see  how  it  would  work.  So  far 
it  had  not  been  very  successful,  although  there 
had  been  a  slight  increase.  If  other  parts  of 
the  oolony  could  show  that  it   would  be  a^ 
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«acoeB8  to  iDtroduoe  this  Bystem,  the  Govern- 
ment ivould  be  prepared  to  give  it  their  con- 
^sideration.  But  the  honourable  member  must 
not  run  away  with  the  impreseion  that  it  was 
to  encourage  trayelling  from  the  city  to  the 
•country. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  that  all  he  asked  was  that 
persons  living  in  Onehunga  and  Otahuhu  should 
be  placed  in  the  same  position  as  those  living 
4fct  Petone  and  the  Lower  Hntt. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man read  his  question  he  would  find  it  was  the 
•opposite  he  asked  for. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  that  was  nonsense. 

Mr.  C  ADMAN. — Read  your  question  again. 

GOLDMINING  AND  DAIRY  IN- 
DUSTRIES. 
Mr.  McGUIRE  (Hawera)  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, Why  they  refused  the  following 
ireburn — namely,  **  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  return  showing  the  expenditure 
•during  the  last  four  financial  years  of  public 
moneys  for  the  development  of  (a)  the  gold- 
mining  industry,  and  (b)  the  dairy  industry  *'  ? 
He  would  like  to  know  the  reason  why  the 
Government  had  refused  the  return.  It  was 
no  idle  curiosity  on  his  part  that  induced  him 
to  ask  for  the  return.  He  asked  the  question 
in  the  interest  of  two  great  industries,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  a  comparison.  He  hoped  that 
•the  Government  had  had  ample  time  to  con- 
sider the  motion  and  also  the  question — that 
they  would  hesitate  no  longer,  but  give  the 
iretum  asked  for.  Many  people  in  the  Pro- 
Tincial  District  of  TaranaJci,  who  had  their  all 
embarked  in  the  dairy  industry,  were  most 
Anxious  to  know  the  assistance  rendered  by 
the  State  to  the  gold-mining  industry  and  the 
•dairy  industry.  They  were  under  the  impres- 
sion—and, he  thought,  rightly  so— that  the 
^old-mining  industry  received  more  encourage- 
ment and  assistance  than  the  people  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  butter,  cheese,  and  the  by 
products — namely,  pigs,  bacon,  et  cetera.  He 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  do 
All  in  its  power  to  assist  the  farmer,  because 
if  the  farmer  was  prosperous  all  trades  and 
industries  flourished,  it  was  well  known 
that  no  other  trade  or  industry  employed 
more  hands  than  the  dairy  industry.  This 
was  a  factor  that  the  Government  should 
take  into,  their  serious  consideration,  because 
it  was  well  to  have  all  our  people  profitably 
•employed.  Again,  it  must  be  in  the  interest  of 
the  Executive  to  increase  the  volume  and  value 
of  our  exports.  Legitimate  assistance  should 
not  be  withheld  from  an  industry  which  gave 
such  a  large  amount  of  employment,  and 
which  tended  to  increase  the  prosperity  of  all 
classes.  He  felt  satisfied  that  the  people 
generally  engaged  in  this  great  industry,  and 
particularly  the  people  of  the  Hawera  elec- 
torate, would  be  very  disappointed,  to  say  the 
least,  if  the  return  asked  for  was  not  granted. 
The  people  interested  in  the  dairy  industry 
believed  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the 
colony,  and  they  were  satisfied  it  would  be  to 
Jheir  interest,  if  the  Government,  in  tiie  in- 
Mr.  Cadman 


terest  of  dairy  and  other  produce,  subsidised  a 
steam-service  that  would  contract  to  leave  the 
colony  at  fixed  dates  and  arrive  at  London  at  a 
fixed  date,  as  near  as  possible,  in  order  to 
insure  regularity  and  punctuality,  and  avoid 
above  all  things  a  glut  of  produce  in  the 
British  markets.  He  was  very  desirous  that 
the  return  asked  for  should  be  given. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  for  Agrioultoie) 
said  the  reason  why  tnis  return  had  not  been 
supplied,  and  why  the  Government  said  they 
could  not  supply  it,  was  one  which,  he  had  no 
doubt,  to  a  great  number  of  honourable  mem- 
bers would  be  quite  plain.  There  was  no  such 
thing  as  comparing  these  two  industries  in  any 
way  he  knew.  What  had  been  given  to  one  of 
the  industries  could  not  be  given  to  the  other. 
It  was  very  difficult  to  say  where  the  assistance 
to  gold-mining  commenced  and  where  it  ended. 
There  were  no  records  which  would  enable  the 
Government  to  get  a  truthful  return.  Take, 
for  instance,  a  gold-mining  district.  There  was 
the  construction  of  a  road  towards  that  gold- 
mining  district,  which  was  an  assistance  to  the 
people  in  the  outlying  districts  to  get  supplies, 
and  their  produce  taken  away.  Surely  the 
honourable  member  would  not  say  it  was  direct 
assistance  to  gold-mining  to  provide  a  road  for 
all  generations.  Then  there  were  tracks  made 
to  open  up  localities  where  miners  required 
supplies,  and  others  were  benefited :  would 
the  honourable  member  say  that  was  assisting 
the  gold-mining  industry?  Where  the  line 
could  be  drawn  it  was  impossible  to  tell, 
because  all  these  tracks  were  for  the  benefit 
of  other  people  as  well  as  miners,  although 
the  amount  was  usually  charged  to  the  gold- 
mining  vote.  Now,  the  same  thing  might  be 
said  with  regard  to  other  phases  of  the  gold- 
mining  industry.  For  instance,  the  Govern- 
ment last  year  bought  the  rights  of  the  cyanide 
process,  for  which  £10,000  was  paid  by  the 
colony,  and  that,  he  supposed,  might  be  called 
assistance  to  gold-mining  in  the  colony.  Still, 
so  far  as  they  knew,  and  from  what  they  knew 
as  regards  this,  it  had  assisted  other  industries 
as  well  as  the  gold- mining  industry,  and  ic 
would  not  be  fair  to  charge  all  of  that  to 
the  gold  industry. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— It  has  been  paid  back. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  no  doubt  a  portion 
of  it  would  be  paid  back,  still,  in  making  up  a 
return  such  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawera  desired,  they  would  have  to  charge 
that  to  the  balance-sheet  drawn  up.  Then, 
let  him  go  to  the  dairy  industry.  Would  the 
honourable  gentleman  tell  him  where  the 
assistance  to  the  dairy  industry  commenced 
and  ended  so  far  as  the  Government  was  con- 
cerned ?  He  supposed  every  mile  of  road  made 
In  a  district  by  which  the  farmers  conveyed 
their  milk  in  the  morning  to  the  factory  could 
be  claimed  as  assistance  given  to  the  dairy 
industry  in  that  district.  Then,  in  regard  to 
the  inspection  made  bv  the  Government  in- 
spectors, where  could  they  draw  the  line  as  to 
the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  the  dairy  in- 
dustry  and  the  amount  given  to  other  indoB* 
tries?    Then,  the  railway  oonceBsions  giran 
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hj  the  Mmistec  for  Bailways  in  oonneotion 
^th  the  carriage  of  produce  from  the  dairy 
factories  to  the  market  would  also  have  to  be 
-ooosidered;  and,  again,  the  Government  had 
provided  them  with  cool-storage  and  all  those 
things.  It  would  be  impossible  to  divide  the 
■assistance  given  to  both  gold-mining  and  the 
-daAxy  industries  in  any  way  that  the  return, 
soch  as  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted, 
would  be  profitable  or  of  any  use  to  the  people 
of  this  colony.  Now,  this  was  one  of  the  returns 
that  he  had,  on  the  public  platforms,  stated 
-ooold  not  possibly  be  given  to  honourable  mem- 
becs,  and  that  it  was  the  class  of  return  that 
members  would  ask  for  in  this  House,  so  as  to 
be  able  tp  go  to  Hawera  in  a  week  or  two  and 
pitch  into  the  Minister  of  Lands  because  he 
had  not  supplied  him  with  certain  returns. 
"This  was  one  of  those  returns  which  could  not 
be  given ;  and  he  wished  to  bring  that  promi- 
nentlv  before  the  honourable  member,  and  he 
hoped  in  future  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  try  to  get  a  return  which  could  not 
possibly  be  given.  Now,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, with  his  good  common -sense,  knew  very 
well  that  such  a  return  as  this  could  not  be 
^ven,  and  he  hoped  in  the  future  the  honour- 
able member  would  be  more  careful  in  the 
demands  he  made. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  wished  to  ask  if  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  would  suggest  a  question 
or  motion  that  would  meet  the  views  of  the 
Cabinet,  because  he  was  prepared  to  alter  his 
motion  to  suit  the  Minister.  A  large  number 
•of  his  constituents  required  the  information. 
Surely  the  information  asked  was  not  im- 
possible. It  was  quite  evident  the  roads  and 
tracks  to  the  goldfields  should  be  charged  to 
the  goldfields.  It  was  also  quite  true  that  roadn 
to  assist  the  dairy  industry  should  be  charged  to 
that  industry ;  but,  unfortunately  for  the  dairy 
industry,  the  local  authorities  had  to  borrow 
money  by  means  of  the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Act  and  make  their  own  roads.  It  was  an  old  say- 
ing that  where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way. 
If  the  Government  did  not  feel  disposed  to  give 
the  return  he  must  oonfesR  he  saw  no  way  to 
■  compel  them  at  present  to  do  so.  No  doubt  the 
Executive  had  political  reasons  for  refusing  the 
return ;  but,  whatever  reasons  they  had,  it  would 
not  satisfy  those  engaged  in  the  dairy  industry. 
Perhaps  they  thought  the  returns  would  not 
bear  comparison.  If  that  was  so,  he  could 
well  understand  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
Minister,  although  he  was  not  justified  in 
taking  up  such  a  position.  All  those  engaged 
in  the  dairy  industry  would  draw  their  own 
•conclusions  as  to  the  reason  why  the  return 
was  refused.  He  was  anxious  that  the  Minis- 
ter for  Agriculture  should  not  do  an  injustice  to 
himsell  and  the  Executive.  He  would  once 
more  appeal  to  him  to  grant  the  return,  or 
suggest  a  way  by  which  he  could  get  the  re- 
turn. Was  there  no  possibility  of  arriving  at 
something  even  like  an  approximate  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  motion  in  question? 
Surely  the  question  asked  ought  not  to  be 
impossible  for  a  gentleman  on  the  Treasury 
benches  to  solve. 


Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  there  was  such  a 
thlnp[  as  impossibility,  when  you  oould  not  get 
a  thing  done.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in  a 
remark  he  had  just  made,  showed  the  impos- 
sibility and  the  difficulty  of  the  position.  The 
honourable  gentleman  admitted  that  roads 
ought  to  be  charged  to  the  dairy  industry. 
Very  well ;  the  Government  were  making  a  road 
in  the  Taranaki  District  somewhere,  leading  not 
only  to  the  dairies,  but  to  sheep-farmers'  places, 
and  to  people  who  hsMl  no  cows  at  all.  Now, 
how  much  of  the  expenditure  on  that  road 
would  he  charge  to  the  sheep-farmers,  and  how 
much  to  the  dairy  people  ?  It  would  be  impos- 
sible for  him  to  settle  the  question  unless  his 
officers  went  and  took  stock  of  the  district  for  a 
month,  and  saw  what  measure  of  gain  each  in- 
dustry was  deriving  from  the  road ;  but  he  was 
sure  the  patience  of  his  officers  would  not  allow 
them  to  do  that  sort  of  thing.  He  questioned 
very  much,  if  he  asked  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  give  him  a  return  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, if  he  would  be  able  to  say  how  much  had 
gone  to  the  dairy  industry,  and  how  much  to 
the  sheep-farmers,  and  how  much  to  the  Maori 
land  speculators.  Now,  the  honourable  gentlft> 
man  could  see  himself  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  give  such  a  return  as  he  wanted. 

Mr.  MoGUIBE  said  he  only  wished  to  make 
one  reference  more  to  the  remark  made  by 
the  Minister,  that  he  (Mr.  MoGuire)  would  go 
to  Hawera  and  make  political  capital  against 
the  Government.  He  thought  that  remark 
was  uncalled-for,  and  unbecoming  a  member 
of  this  House,  and  one  occupying  a  seat  on  the 
Treasury  benches. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  withdrew  that. 

CALF-LYMPH  SUPPLY. 
Mr.  LEWIS  (Christohurch  City)  asked  the 
Government,  Whether  they  will  make  arrange- 
ments to  supply  all  public  vaccinators  with 
calf-lymph,  and  at  the  same  time  issue  in- 
structions that  in  future  nothing  but  calf- 
lymph  shall  be  used  in  vaccination  ?  In  putting 
this  question  he  had  no  intention  of  opening  up 
the  subject  of  vaccination  in  all  its  branches, 
but  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  he  thought  the 
law  relating  to  vaccination  was  becoming  daily 
more  and  more  of  a  dead-letter.  The  number 
of  people  who  refused  to  vaccinate,  or  omitted 
to  vaccinate,  their  children  was  increasing 
every  day.  Indeed,  in  England  they  had  just 
repealed  the  compulsory  clause  of  the  Act. 
The  chief  objection  which  many  people  had  to 
vaccination  was  that  the  danger  of  infection 
from  tainted  lymph  was  considered  to  be  greater 
than  the  danger  from  small  pox  itself.  In  a 
case  recently  before  the  Wellington  Courts  the 
Chief  Justice  had  said,  **  No  one  suggested,  of 
course,  that  he  ^the  public  vaccinator)  must 
guarantee  that  tne  lymph  he  used  was  free 
from  taint."  Calf-lymph,  however,  oould  be 
guaranteed,  as  the  calves  were  killed  and  sub- 
jected to  most  exhaustive  examination  before 
the  lymph  was  used.  Therefore,  he  was  jus- 
tified in  asking  whether  the  Government  would 
arrange  to  supply  public  vaccinators  with  a 
supply  of  calf-lymph,  which  would  tend  to  re- 
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assure  the  publio.  On  the  question  of  cost,  he 
might  point  out  that  the  Imperial  Government 
had  established  an  Army  Vaccine  Institute. 
In  1895  it  supplied  lymph  for  the  yacoination 
of  43,459  persons.  This  was  supplied  from  six- 
teen calves,  at  a  total  oost  of  £75  7s.  O^d. 

Mr.  CABROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said  he 
quite  agreed  with  the  'honourable  gentleman 
that  this  question  of  vaccination  was  receiving 
special  attention  just  now  in  other  countries 
than  this,  and  no  doubt  that  arose  from  the 
various  reasons  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  given  expression  to.  In  a  sense, 
objection  to  vaccination  arose  from  the  arm-to- 
arm  practice  which  had  been  in  use  for  such  a 
long  time ;  and  he  might  say  this :  that  the 
authorities  who  were  capable,  more  so  than  an 
ordinary  individual,  of  treating  with  this  ques- 
tion were  divided  as  to  the  efScaoy  of  vaccina- 
tion or  otherwise.  He  thought  they  should 
approach  the  question  gradually,  and  whatever 
reforms  might  be  considered  advisable  they 
should  undertake  step  by  step.  He  was  in- 
clined to  fall  in  with  the  suggestion  thrown  out 
by  the  question  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
-that  they  should  first  of  all  secure  enough  calf- 
'lymph  for  vaccine  purposes,  and  from  healthy 
calves.  With  that  object  in  view  the  Govern- 
ment had  tried  to  keep  pace  with  the  increased 
demands  for  lymph.  They  had  increased  the 
supply  of  calf-lymph  from  time  to  time,  and 
they  had  already  made  arrangements  for  a 
further  increase*;  in  fact,  he  might  say,  at  the 
present  time  they  hsA  under  contemplation 
arrangements  for  nothing  but  calf-lymph  to  be 
used  in  vaccination.  But  there  was  a  necessity 
for  altering  the  law  in  other  respects.  There 
were  many  absurdities  at  present  existing. 
For  instance,  in  looking  over  the.  Act  that  day 
he  had  found  that  no  one  was  eligible  even  to 
become  a  Civil  servant  or  take  any  office  under 
Government  unless  he  had  been  vaccinated. 
That  was  tha  law  at  present.  The  supply  of 
oalf-lymph  at  the  present  time  was  ninety-two 
tubes  per  fortnight,  equal  to  2,340  tubes  per 
annum.  Now,  if  calf- lymph  were  used  for  all 
vaocinations  it  would  require  a  supply  of  about 
five  thousand  tubes,  the  supply  of  which,  he 
thought,  could  be  arranged  for  at  Is.  per  tube, 
making  a  oost  of  £250.  He  assured  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  the  subject  was  receiving 
the  close  attention  of  the  Government,  and,  if 
possible,  he  would  bring  in  a  Bill  this  year 
dealing  with  the  question ;  but  in  any  case 
he  would  make  arrangements  for  the  increase 
of  the  supply  of  calf-lymph  equal  to  meet  the 
demand. 

.Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  understood  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  say  that  all  Civil  servants 
must  be  vaccinated.  Might  he  ask  the  Premier 
whether  that  was  the  ground  of  his  unwilling- 
ness to  be  regarded  as  a  Civil  servant  under  the 
Banking  Bill  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say,  if  that  was  a  con- 
dition he  would  be  able  to  comply  with  it,  and 
he  might  go  further  and  say  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  had  suffered  from  small-pox,  notwith- 
fltanding  vaccination.  He  might  add  that  he 
hoped  honourable  members  would  not  ask  the 
Mr,  Lmois 


question  whether  or  not  the  Auditor  and  Con- 
troller-Gteneral  examined  all  the  Civil  servania 
to  see  if  they  had  been  submitted  to  vaccination. 

LESSEES  OP  EDUCATION  RESERVES. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  Wnether  he  will  introduce  legis- 
lation to  give  lessees  of  education  reserves- 
some  compensation  for  their  improvements  on 
the  expiration  of  their  leases  ?  He  alluded  to 
the  old  leases,  many  of  which  were  yet  in 
existence,  and  which  did  not  seem  to  contem- 
plate any  compensation  for  improvements. 
They  had  had  a  case  the  other  day  before - 
the  Wellington  School  Commissioners  where  a- 
lessee  was  paying  a  rent  of  £10  a  year,  and 
under  the  new  conditions  his  rent  would  be 
increased  to  £130  10s.  a  year — almost  all  the 
increase  being  due  to  the  improvements  he  had 
put  on  the  land  himself.  A  aifficulty  also  arose 
in  the  fact  that  in  the  last  few  years  of  the 
leases  the  lessees  did  not  put  on  any  improve- 
ments of  a  permanent  nature,  and  the  present 
law  in  force  did  not  permit  the  School  Com- 
missioners to  give  any  consideration  to  tenants 
who  made  improvements  during  the  last  few 
years  of  their  leases.  He  thought,  if  some  legis- 
lation were  introduced  by  which,  at  any  rate, 
any  future  lessees  could  be  compensated  for 
future  improvements  up  to  the  expiration  of 
their  leases,  it  would  be  to  the  interests  of  the 
reserves  and  to  the  interests  of  the  School  > 
Commissioners  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said- 
he  was  very  glad  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  put  this  question.  It  was  a  very  important 
question,  and  nothing  would  give  him  greater 
pleasure  than  to  introduce  a  Bill  into  the 
House  on  the  subject  if  he  thought  he  could 
get  it  passed,  which  would  regulate  what  com- 
pensation should  be  given  for  improvements  by 
lessees  on  these  School  Commissioners'  lands. . 
He  knew  himself  that  cruel  injustice  and  wrong 
had  been  done  under  the  old  leases  to  the 
tenants  on  the  expiry  of  their  leases.  But 
then,  when  they  turned  round  and  asked  the 
School  Commissioners  if  they  were  prepared  te  • 
do  this,  they  immediately  said  that  these  people 
got  their  lands  at  a  low  rental  with  a  view  (• 
improving  them  and  leaving  the  improve- 
ments to  the  Commissioners  at  the  end  of  the 
leases.  In  many  oases  the  tenants  could  afford 
to  do  that,  but  in  other  cases  the  land  was  of 
such  a  nature  that  the  improvements  made  by 
the  tenants  had  been  carried  out  at  such  a 
cost  that  they  were  not  able  to  recoup  them- 
selves for  the  outlay  which  they  had  made. 
In  that  case  the  tenants  would  be  badly 
treated.  If  he  thought  there  was  any  chance 
of  passing  a  Bill  through  the  House  in  the 
direction  he  had  mentioned  he  would  bring, 
it  down,  and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
arranged  this  way :  that  the  School  Commis- 
sioners in  connection  with  these  original  leases 
should  have  the  right  to  appoint  an  arbitrator 
to  see  how  much  of  the  outlay  made  by  tenants  • 
in  improvements  had  been  recouped  by  them» 
and  how  much  there  might  be  stiU  remaining 
unpaid,  and  then  the  Oommifldonen  vroold  bo  r 
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Able  to  m&ke  a  fair  average,  and  do  jastice  to 
(he  tenants.  His  own  belief  was  that  no 
pnblie  bodies  or  private  individuals  shoald 
have  the  right  to  let  any  land  to  individuals 
without  giving  them  oompensation  for  improve- 
ments at  the  end  of  the  leases,  because  he 
looked  upon  it  that  it  was  unfair  to  take  a 
man's  labour  and  capital  from  him  in  the 
shape  of  improvements  he  had  made  upon  land ; 
and  he  would  be  very  glad  to  bring  down  a 
Bill  on  the  question  if  there  was  the  slighcest 
chanoe  of  ita  being  carried. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  a  clause  had  been 
proposed  by  him  and  carried  four  y^ars  ago, 
making  that  the  law.  It  might  not  apply  to  old 
leases,  but  it  applied  to  new  leases. 

Mr.  J.  McRENZIE  said  the  honourable 
centleman  was  right  in  saying  that  it  applied  to 
future  leases,  but  it  did  not  apply  to  original 
leases,  under  which  tenants,  no  doubt  in  the 
expectation  of  doing  far  better  off  the  land  than 
they  did  or  could  do,  took  the  land  at  a  low 
rental,  the  improvements  made  by  them  revers- 
ing to  the  Commissioners  at  the  end  of  their 
leases,  and  when  their  leases  expired  they  found 
they  had  not  got  the  money  back  that  they  had 
80  expended,  and  thus  were  losers. 

VOTE  FOR  SCHOOL- BUILDINGS  IN 
NEWLY  SETTLED  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, Why  the  sfim  of  £25,000  voted  last 
year  for  school- buildings  in  newly  settled  dis- 
tricts has  not  been  distributed  to  the  Education 
Boards  interested?  He  might  explain,  as  the 
Minister  of  Education  was  not  a  member  of 
that  House,  that  the  Wanganui  Education 
Board  had  an  interview  with  that  Minister 
several  months  ago,  and  the  Minister  then 
stated  to  the  Board  that  this  money  was  avail- 
able, that  he  knew  the  necessities  of  the  newly 
settled  districts,  more  especially  the  special 
settlements  formed  by  the  Government  during 
the  last  few  years,  and  he  would  do  his  utmost 
to  see  that  the  grant  was  distributed.  The  Mi- 
nister said  he  had  no  doubt,  if  proper  represen- 
tations were  made  to  the  Government,  that  the 
applications  would  be  dealt  with  and  the  money 
granted  immediately.  The  Wanganui  Board 
sent  in  a  list  of  all  the  schools  required  in  its 
district  several  months  ago — a  very  large  list 
—and  at  the  present  time  there  were  settlers  in 
tbe  back  parts  of  the  district,  especially  in  the 
part  where  the  Premier  was  himself  only  a  few 
months  ago,  who  found  it  impossible  to  get 
education  for  their  children  without  some  such 
grant  as  this  being  distributed.  He  thought 
the  necessity  for  it  must  be  apparent  to  every- 
body, in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Education 
Board  could  not  possibly  build  these  schools 
oat  of  the  ordinary  building  grant.  He  would 
like  to  hear  some  favourable  opinion  from  the 
Minister  as  to  the  distribution  of  this  grant. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  the  reMon  why  the  money  had 
not  been  distributed  was  that  it  was  necessary 
before  making  any  allocation  to  have  a  com- 
plete list  of  the  applications  from  the  various 
boards  of  Education.  This,  of  course,  had  taken 
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some  time.  These  applications  having  been 
received,  it  was  necessary  to  consider  the 
merits  of  the  various  claims,  and  this  could  not 
be  done  until  the  whole  of  the  applications 
had  come  to  hand,  otherwise  it  might  have 
happened  that  money  would  be  allocated  to 
certain  districts  while  other  equally  or  mora 
deserviug  districts  would  be  left  out.  The 
position  was  this :  The  whole  of  the  claims 
were  now  in,  and  the  information  necessary 
had  been  obtained,  and  every  expedition  would 
be  used  in  the  distribution  of  the  moneys. 

PALMERSTON  TELEPHONEEXOHANGE 
CONNECTIONS. 

Mr.  PIHANI  (Palmerston)  asked  the  Post- 
master- General,  Whether  he  will  arrange  to 
connect  the  telephone  bureaux  at  Cheltenham, 
Birmingham,  Colyton,  Pohangina,  Ashhurst, 
and  Raumai  with  the  Palmerston  Telephone 
Exchange?  With  regard  to  the  last  three  of 
these  places  the  objection  which  the  Premier 
urged  the  other  day  as  to  connecting  Bunny- 
thorpe  would  not  apply.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  at  present  grant  the 
application  in  regard  to  the  first-named  three 
places,  he  did  not  think  any  great  difficulty 
could  possibly  arise  in  regard  to  the  others. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Postmaster  -  General)  said 
Cheltenham,  Birmingham  (Fowler's),  and  Coly- 
ton were  bureaux,  communicating  with  Feild- 
ing  as  a  centre.  There  was  no  wire  available 
between  Feilding  and  Palmerston  North  for 
these  stations  to  connect  with  the  Palmerston 
North  exchange.  There  was  no  objection  to 
making  the  Pohangina,  Ashhurst,  and  Raumai 
telephone  •  stations  bureaux  as  well,  so  that 
conversations  could  take  place  with  subscribera 
to  the  Palmerston  North  exchange  by  the 
settlers  at  those  places  who  wished  to  do  bo» 
instead  of  sending  the  ordinary  telegram. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  CLAIMS  COM- 
MISSION. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, Whether  they  will  cause  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Claims 
Commission  to  be  forwarded,  or  the  result 
otherwise  communicated,  to  the  claimanta 
whose  oases  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Com- 
missioner? The  question  had,  to  a  certain 
extent,  been  disposed  of  by  the  reply  to  a 
previous  question  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City,  Mr.  Crowther.  He  was  very 
glad  to  hear  the  answer  given  by  the  Minister 
of  Lands  to  that  honourable  gentleman,  but 
he  did  not  think  either  the  question  or  the 
answer  went  far  enough.  These  men  were, 
many  of  them,  not  so  young  as  they  used  to 
be,  Mid  they  found  some  difficulty  in  getting 
about.  Their  hopes  had  been  raised  by  the 
setting-up  of  the  Commission  and  the  inquiriea 
made  by  the  Commissioner,  and  he  thought 
the  least  they  could  do  for  them  was  to  put 
them  out  of  suspense  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  send 
a  copy  of  the  report  to  each  claimant. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  he  did  not  ask  it. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


274     Platelayers'  Half -holiday.       [HOUSE.] 


Sleepers. 


[Aug.  5 


Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  thought,  how- 
ever, that  eaoh  olaimant  might  be  informed  of 
the  decision  so  far  as  his  own  oaae  was  concerned. 
He  might  also  state  that  since  this  matter  had 
been  last  before  the  House  the  matter  had 
been  considered  by  the  Qovemment,  and  they 
had  come  to  tbe  conclusion  to  put  a  sum  on 
the  estimates  sufficient  to  pay  the  amount 
which  had  been  awarded  under  the  Commission 
recently  appointed. 

PLATELAYEBS'  HALF-HOLIDAY. 

Mr.  E.  a.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  Whether  he  will  giTC 
facilities  for  the  platelayers  employed  on  the 
New  Zealand  railways  to  take  every  alternate 
Saturday  afternoon  as  a  half-holiday,  such  to 
apply  only  to  one-half  of  the  number  compris- 
ing each  gang  at  one  time — that  is  to  say,  that 
half  of  each  gang  have  a  weekly  half-holiday  ? 
It  was  customary  in  some  of  the  railway  ser- 
vices to  give  balf-holidays  to  all  employes,  and 
he  would  like  to  see  this  extended  to  the  plate- 
layers. He  was  aware  that  running  lines  must 
not  be  left  unprotected,  but  at  the  same  time 
he  thought  a  portion  of  the  gangs  should  be 
allowed  a  half-holiday.  Some  of  these  men 
were  married  and  had  large  families,  and  they 
cultivated  gardens  in  order  to  assist  themselves 
in  the  way  of  reducing  the  cost  of  living, 
and  they  had  no  time  for  attending  to  their 
gardens  without  breaking  the  Sabbath,  or 
working  after  hours.  If  they  had  this  half- 
holiday  they  would  be  better  able  to  assist 
themselves  in  this  matter.  Since  the  question 
had  been  put  on  the  Order  Paper  he  noticed 
that  the  Minister  for  Hallways  had  recom- 
mended increased  pay.  He  congratulated  the 
Minister  on  that  fact ;  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  a 
great  help  to  the  men,  and  it  mitigated  to  some 
extent  the  reasons  he  had  for  asking  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  OADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
he  did  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
quite  correct  in  saying  that  the  other  railway 
employes  had  a  half-holiday ;  they  all  had  to 
work  a  certain  number  of  hours  in  each  week. 
In  this  case  he  could  only  say  that  he  regretted 
he  could  not  see  his  way  to  comply  with  the 
request,  for  reasons  which  had  been  given  on 
more  than  one  occasion.  He  thought,  him- 
self, that  the  increase  of  wages  now  proposed 
ought  to  satisfy  the  men. 

MR.  CHARLES  F.  SPOONER. 
Mr.  CARNCROSS  (Taieri)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Justice,  Whether  he  intends  to  grant  a  re- 
mission of  the  severe  sentence  passed  upon 
Charles  F.  Spooner,  printer,  of  Auckland ;  and, 
further,  whether  he  will  this  session  bring  down 
a  Bill  to  amend  '*  The  Printers  and  Newspapers 
Registration  Act,  1868,"  so  that  discretion  may 
be  left  to  Magistrates  when  dealing  with  cases 
similar  to  Spooner's  ?  This  question  had  been 
BO  long  on  the  Order  Paper  that  the  first  part 
of  it,  at  any  rate,  had  been  answered  by  current 
eyents,  but  the  latter  part  was  still  worth  ask- 
ing. He  thought  the  Minister  would  recog- 
nise that  the  Act  should  be  amended  in    the 


direction  of  giving  Magistrates  some  Utile 
discretion  In  dealing  with  oases  brought  before 
them  under  the  Printers  and  Newspapers  Re- 
gistration Act.  There  had  been  some  oases  of 
great  hardship  in  connection  with  the  matter, 
and  very  heavy  fines  had  been  inflicted  for 
what  was  really  nothing  but  a  technical  ofience, 
and  for  which  they  were  not  deserving  of  the 
punishment  which  the  Magistrate  had  been 
compelled  to  inflict  in  the  way  of  finee.  If  an 
amendment  were  to  be  brought  down  it  should 
be  done  as  speedily  as  possible,  because  fresh 
cases  mi^ht  arise  at  any  time,  and  if  the  Qovem- 
ment Pnnter  was  amenable  to  the  clause  of  the 
Act  he  was  daily  incurring  heavy  penaltiee  for 
printing  the  Order  Paper  without  an  imprint. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  that,  although  the 
subject  was  worthy  of  consideration,  on  looking 
over  the  Order  Paper,  and  seeing  the  number 
of  Bills  before  the  House,  there  seemed  to  be 
very  little  possibility  of  introducing  or  carrying 
such  legislation  this  session. 

SLEEPERS. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  asked  the  Mmister 
for  Public  Works,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  his 
department  is  refusing  to  purchase  sleepers  in 
the  Auckland  District,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  are  sending  sleepers  from  Westport  and 
Qreymouth  for  use  on  the  Thames-Paeroa  Rail- 
way ? 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  it  was  not  a  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  refusing  sleepers  in  the  Auckland 
District.  Whenever  they  had  been  able  to 
obtain  them  at  a  reasonable  price  they  had 
always  been  accepted  by  the  department. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  whether  the  Government 
were  buying  any  in  Auckland  now. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  was  not  sure 
whether  the  whole  of  the  sleepers  for  the 
Thames-Paeroa  line  had  been  arranged  for, 
but  if  the  department  required  any  more,  and 
they  could  be  supplied  at  a  fair  rate,  they  were 
prepared  to  take  tnem  from  the  Auckland  Dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked,  what  about  the  other 
part  of  his  question  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  what  M)plied  to  the 
one  would  apply  to  the  other,  if  they  could 
not  get  them  at  a  fair  price  in  Auckland  they 
would  take  them  where  they  could  get  them  at 
a  fair  price. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  what  was  a  fair  price. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  a  fair  price  waa  a 
fair  price.  They  had  to  look  to  the  interests  of 
the  colony  in  this  matter:  and,  when  other 
things  were  equal,  it  was  clearly  desirable  that 
they  should  get  them  at  the  lowest  rate  landed 
at  the  spot  where  they  were  required.  No 
matter  whether  they  came  from  Inveroargill, 
Auckland,  or  anywhere  else,  the  local  people 
of  course  had  the  advantage.  Outside  places 
were  handicapped  by  tbe  expense  of  freight. 
The  local  people  had  all  that  advantage. 

FUTURE  TIMBER  RESOURCES. 
Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata)  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether,  in  pursuance  of  the  suggestions  made 
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by  the  Treasurer  in  his  Finanoial  Statement  of 
last  session  to  make  provision  for  the  future 
timber  resources  of  this  country,  operations  to 
that  end  have  been  introduced,  and,  if  so,  what 
are  their  nature,  nnd  where  situated ;  if  not, 
does  the  Governmeut  intend  to  introduce  any 
systematic  process  of  reforesting  our  waste 
lands?  His  reason  for  asking  this  question 
was  that  he  had  noticed  in  the  last  Financial 
Statement  a  very  long  paragraph  devoted 
to  this  subject,  and  he  had  fully  expected 
that  some  important  measures  were  to 
be  initiated  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
the  planting  of  forest  timber- trees  on  the 
waste  lands  of  the  colony.  A  very  rapid  de- 
struction and  consumption  of  our  kauri  timber 
was  now  taking  place,  and  in  tbe  estimation  of 
experts  the  consensus  of  opinion  was  that  there 
would  be  very  little  kauri  left  after  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  from  the  present  time  at  the  out- 
side. And  not  only  was  the  rate  of  destruction 
growing  through  the  increased  use  of  kauri  as  a 
material  of  commerce,  but  an  enormous  waste 
was  going  on  through  fires.  During  the  late 
very  dry  summer,  fires  swept  over  a  very  large 
area  of  timbered  country,  and  swept  away  and 
destroyed  the  standing  timber,  leaving  here 
and  there  but  a  stray  tree ;  and  if  this  sort  of 
thing  went  on,  in  a  very  few  years  there  would 
not  be  a  vestige  left  of  the  natural  forests  of 
the  country,  even  in  those  timbers  that  at 
present  they  did  not  class  as  commercial. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  be  highly  necessary 
that  some  measure  should  be  initiated  in  order 
that  the  future  supplies  of  timber  for  this 
country  might  be  met,  and  for  this  purpose  it 
was  not  only  desirable  that  the  systematic 
planting  of  trees  should  be  undertaken,  but 
tiiat  they  should  also  ascertain  which  were 
the  best  varieties.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Government  were  devoting  their 
attention  to  this  matter  specially.  He  knew 
that  a  very  large  amount  of  money  had  been 
spent  on  this  matter,  but  he  did  not  think 
sufficient  care  had  been  taken  to  formulate  a 
text-book,  as  the  result  of  the  experience 
obtained  for  the  money  spent,  and  by  its 
aid  inform  the  settlers  which  were  the  best 
Tarietiea  of  trees  to  plant.  Of  course,  they 
knew  in  many  respects  some  which  were 
good  Tarieties.  There  were  some  species  of 
timber-trees  in  this  country  which  should  be 
systematicflJly  planted,  and  there  were  places 
where  new  plantations  should  be  made,  and 
there  should  be  information  given  as  to  the 
meet  suitable  varieties  for  different  localities, 
seeing  that  they  had  such  a  great  variety  of 
toU  and  olimate  in  this  country.  What  would 
suit  the  North  would  not  suit  the  South.  For 
instance,  they  could  not  grow  the  puriri  to  any 
advantage  much  south  of  Kawhia,  but  further 
north  it  grew  well,  and  pretty  rapidly,  and  for 
some  purposes  as  a  timber  it  had  not  a  superior 
in  the  world.  He  thought  that  was  admitted 
by  engineers,  and  in  his  opinion  the  Govern- 
ment should  devote  their  attention  to  this 
matter.  He  wanted  to  know  what  was  being 
done  in  this  direction,  and,  as  he  had  said 
before,  it  would  not  be  many  years  before  the 


kauri  of  New  Zealand  would  be  as  olasaio  ai 
the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  (Minister  for  Agriculture) 
could  assure  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
the  Government  had  not  forgotten  this  subject. 
The  annual  Lauds  and  Survey  Report,  which 
would  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  in  a 
very  short  time  he  hoped,  for  it  had  been  in  the 
Printing  Office  for  some  time  baok,  would  show 
what  they  had  done  in  this  matter  during  the 
last  year.  At  any  rate,  all  the  money  that  the 
House  had  appropriated  for  the  purpose  had 
been  expended  within  a  very  few  pounds,  mostly 
in  connection  with  nurseries  in  which  seeoB 
had  been  sown,  and  places  had  been  got  ready 
for  planting,  and  if  the  House  was  able  to  find 
a  sufficient  amount  of  monev  for  this  purpose  a 
very  large  area  of  trees  could  be  planted  auring 
the  next,  financial  year.  In  vuious  parts  (S 
the  colony  they  had  their  plans  ready  and  nur- 
series reaidy  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  MONK  said  they  required  regulations  to 
protect  the  forests. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  must  say  there  was  a 
very  great  difficulty,  especially  in  dry  seasons 
such  as  we  had  had  this  year,  where  he  knew, 
himself,  plantations  belonging  to  private  people 
had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  They  were  planted 
at  a  great  deal  of  expense,  and  yet,  in  spite  of 
constant  anxiety  and  watchfulness  on  the  part 
of  the  planters,  the  fire  had  swept  through 
them  and  had  left  the  place  a  beurren  waste. 
It  was  very  difficult  to  make  any  regulations 
to  meet  the  case  and  guard  against  fire.  They 
must  do  the  best  they  could  to  meet  the  diffi- 
culty, but  he  was  very  sorry  to  say  it  was  a 
very  perplexing  matter.  It  was  costing  the 
colony  a  good  deal  of  money  at  the  present 
time  to  protect  our  best  forests,  because  they 
had  to  keep  men  there  on  watch.  But  in  a 
dry  season  the  fire  might  get  in  cmd  destroy 
thousands  and  thousands  of  pounds'  worth  of 
timber  before  they  could  put  it  out.  He  could 
assure  the  honourable  member  that  this  sub- 
ject was  receiving  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
department. 

PRATT'S  BENZINE. 
Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  are  aware  that  Pratt's  benzine,  specially 
mfiinufactured  and  imported  in  bulk  for  the  use 
of  oil-engines,  is  being  subjected  to  a  duty  of 
6d.  per  gallon,  the  same  as  gasoline  ;  and  will 
they  taie  steps  to  convey  a  direction  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Castoms  to  admit  the  above- 
named  oil  free  of  duty  ?  The  question  he  had 
now  put  to  the  Premier  involved  a  matter  of 
growing  importance.  These  oil-engines  were 
used  in  the  navigation  of  trading-vessels  that 
plied  on  the  Kaipara  and  many  of  the  northern 
rivers.  These  engines  were  now  coming  into 
general  use,  and  not  only  did  they  reduce  the 
danger  of  shipwrecks  and  increase  the  safety 
of  passengers,  but  they  assured  the  certainty 
of  regular  traffic  and  communication.  From 
information  that  had  been  sent  to  him 
it  was  expedient  this  question  should  be 
put  to  the  Government.  This  was  a  kind 
of  oil  which  was  prepared  specially  for  use  in 
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these  oil-engineB|  and  he  understood  the  Go- 
vernment expert  had  determined  that  it  was 
not  benzine,  and  the  duty  was  levied  on  it  as 
gasoline.  But  the  manufacturers  declared  it 
was  benzine,  though  it  might  be  claimed 
to  be  of  superior  quality  to  suit  the  require- 
ments of  oil-engines,  and,  if  the  Government 
insisted  on  this  duty  of  6d.  a  gallon  being 
charged  upon  it,  it  would  very  much  interfere 
vnth  the  use  of  these  oil-engines,  which,  as  he 
had  said,  were  coming  rapidly  into  use  both 
for  marine  and  other  purposes.  He  hoped  the 
Gk)yernment  would  see  their  way  to  make  ar- 
rangements so  that  oils  intended  especially 
for  use  in  these  oil-engines  should  be  admitted 
free  of  duty.  It  would  be  a  matter  of  moment 
to  many  of  the  industries  and  interests  of  the 
country  settlers,  and  to  insist  upon  this  duty 
would  be  decidedly  detrimental  to  public  con- 
venience. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  although  this  was  called 
<*  benzine,*'  this  oil  contained  only  40  per  cent. 
of  benzine.  It  was  therefore  not  entitled  to  be 
admitted  free  as  benzine.  As  a  mineral  oil  it 
was  liable  to  a  duty  of  6d.'a  gallon.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  as  the  law  stood,  make  a  law  for 
himself.  He  had  to  administer  the  law  as  he 
found  it,  and  so  long  as  this  oil  was  as  described 
he  must  necessarily  enforce  the  law. 

Mr.  MONK  said  it  had  been  coming  in  duty- 
free when  manufactured  for  oil-engines.  It 
was  not  benzoline  strictly,  as  asserted,  but 
benzine. 

Mr.  SEDDON  wm  very  glad  the  honourable 
member  had  oaJled  his  attention  to  that.  He 
would  have  the  account  made  up,  and  see  how 
much  these  people  owed. 

LEVELS  ESTATE. 

-Q  Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  asked 

*  the  Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  nego- 
tiations are  proceeding  with  the  object  of  pur- 
ohasing  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  Levels  Estate 
for  close  settlement  under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act  ?  This  was  a  very  important  ques- 
tion. He  knew  for  a  fact  that  agriculturists 
had  been  agitating  for  land  in  that  part  of  the 
oolony,  which  was  near  the  important  harbour 
of  Timaru.  He  felt  certain  that  if  the  whole 
or  a  portion  of  this  estate  were  bought  for  close 
settlement  it  would  be  a  boon  to  the  oolony 
as  a  whole.  He  was  told — although  he  was  not 
intimately  acquainted  with  it— that  this  estate 
oontained  some  of  the  best  land  in  South  Can- 
terbury, and,  being  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Port  of  Timaru,  it  would  most  assuredly  be  all 
taken  up,  and  would  prove  a  benefit  not  only  to 
that  district,  but  to  the  whole  of  the  surround- 
ing districts.  The  Pleasant  Point  Township 
would  also  be  greatly  benefited  by  the  acquisi- 
tion of  some  of  this  land.  It  was  necessary 
that  land  should  be  acquired  in  the  district. 
It  was  one  of  the  finest  farming  districts  in 
South  Canterbury.  He  trusted  the  Minister 
of  Lands  would  be  able  to  give  an  assurance 
that  something  would  be  done  to  satisfy  the 
craving  for  land  in  that  district. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said, 
tome  two  years  ago  negotiations  were  entered 
Mr.  Monk 


into  with  the  owners  of  this  estate  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  portion  of  the  estate— at  least,  in- 
quiries were  made.  After  the  matter  had  been 
carefully  gone  into,  the  Land  Purchase  Board 
recommended  that  a  portion  of  the  estate  only 
should  be  bought  for  settlement  purposes,  but 
the  agent  of  the  estate  in  New  Zealand  refused 
to  sell  a  portion  of  the  estate,  and,  as  the  law 
was  at  the  present  time,  if  an  owner  refused  to 
sell  a  portion  of  an  estate  you  must  take  the 
whole  of  it.  At  that  time  there  was  not 
sufficient  money  available  for  the  purchase 
of  the  whole  of  the  estate,  consequently 
the  negotiations  at  that  time  fell  through. 
Since  then  no  fresh  ofier  had  been  made.  The 
Land  Purchase  Board,  he  was  informed,  had 
in  view  the  opening-up  of  negotiations  with  the 
manager  of  the  company  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turned from  Scotland  —  negotiations  for  the 
purchase  of  the  estate,  or  a  portion  of  it,  for 
settlement  purposes.  That  was  all  the  in- 
formation he  could  give  the  honourable  member 
at  the  present  time.  He  hoped  they  might  be 
able  to  get  land  in  South  Canterbury  for 
settlement,  as  he  know  it  was  very  much 
required. 

ACCIDENT  INSURANCE  BILL. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christchurch  City)  wished  to 
ask  the  Premier  a  question  without  notice.  In 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne  mention  was  made 
that  the  Government  intended  to  introduce  an 
Accident  Insurance  Bill.  On  the  Order  Paper 
there  was  the  Workers'  Compensation  for 
Accidents  Bill.  As  this  was  a  matter  that 
materially  affected  the  interests  of  the  em- 
ployers, they  were  anxious  to  know  what  the 
provisions  of  the  Accident  Insurance  Bill  were 
going  to  be.  He  desired  to  know  when  that 
Bill  would  be  brought  down. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  hoped  to  have  the 
Accident  Insurance  Bill  down  very  shortly.  If 
members  looked  at  the  Order  Paper  he  thought 
they  would  agree  there  was  sblready  a  well-  . 
assorted  and  formidable  bill  of  fare.  If  mem- 
bers gave  that  consideration  to  all  these  mea- 
sures that  they  had  given  to  several  Bills  re- 
cently it  would  take  until  Christmas  before 
they  could  clear  the  Order  Paper.  However, 
the  Bill  referred  to  was  almost  completed, 
and  he  hoped  to  have  it  down  in  the  course  of 
a  day  or  two. 

RAILWAYS. 
Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  moved 
^e  fiu^journment  of  the  House.  He  was  not 
anxious  to  keep  the  House  long.  He  had  a 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  that  day  in  oon- 
nection  with  the  accommodation  upon  the 
trains  running  between  Wellington  and  Napier. 
That  question  was  supplementary  to  a  some- 
what similar  one  he  asked  a  fortnight  ago. 
The  answer  of  the  Minister  to-day  was  not,  ao- 
cording  to  his  idea,  satisfactory.  It  was  per- 
fectly true  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
got  information  as  to  the  supposed  oondition  of 
the  overcrowding  on  the  particular  day  referred 
to,  and  he  (Captain  Russell)  did  not  want  to 
quarrel  with  that  information.   But  he  thought 
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it  right  that  he  should  explain  to  the  House 
that  in  the  carriage  he  was  travelling  in  a 
fortnight  ago  there  were  four  ladies  who 
had  to  stand  up  because  of  the  absence 
of  seating -accommodation.  Last  Saturda;p, 
when  he  travelled  through  the  Wairarapa,  it 
was  a  bitterlj  cold  day — the  passengers  had 
to  wear  their  greatooats  —  and  in  the  bird- 
cage carriage  he  was  travelling  in  there  was 
not  room  for  all  the  passengers  to  sit  down, 
and  about  eight,  several  being  ladies,  had  to 
stand  out  in  the  cold.  A  fortnight  ago  he  en- 
deavoured to  elicit  information  as  to  the  reason 
for  the  overcrowding,  and  the  Minister  gave 
him  a  pleasant  answer.  But  when  he  made 
inquiries  as  he  travelled  through  the  Wairarapa 
—and  he  did  not  wish  to  maJce  any  reflection 
whatsoever  on  the  officers,  for  the  stafi  was 
conciliatory  and  kindly  in  demeanour — ^but  he 
was  told  in  so  many  words  that  the  cause  of 
the  insufficient  accommodation  for  passengers 
was  because  the  engines  could  not  drag  the 
train  if  another  carriage  was  added.  What  a 
precious  condition  of  circumstances  we  had 
got  into  when  actually  the  train — he  could  not 
call  it  an  express  train  because  it  was  slow, 
terribly  slow — but  the  through  train  from  Wel- 
lington to  Napier  had  such  poor  engines  that 
they  were  unable  to  haul  the  train,  although  it 
was  not  a  large  one,  if  a  single  extra  carriage  was 
pat  on.  Again,  he  found  last  Saturday  exactly 
the  same  condition  of  things  prevailing  as 
existed  on  the  previous  occasion.  There  was 
not  sufficient  seating -accommodation  in  the 
carriages  for  the  passengers.  Again  he  said 
there  was  no  reflection  whatsoever  on  any  of 
the  officials  of  the  railway.  But  he  maintained 
that  as  a  question  of  policy  our  railways  ought 
not  to  be  ran  under  such  wretched  circum- 
stances as  those.  Persons  having  journeys 
to  make  should  not  be  liable  to  the  incon- 
venience they  had  been  subjected  to  on  these 
two  particular  occasions  he  had  travelled  on 
the  line.  There  need  be  no  reason,  so  far  as 
he  knew,  for  this  inconvenience  if  only  a  little 
consideration  was  afforded  to  the  passengers. 
Honourable  members  knew  there  were  two  lines 
of  railway  entering  the  City  of  Wellington,  and 
in  former  years,  when  they  used  to  travel  from 
east  to  west,  they  did  so  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  despatch  by  the  Government  Railway 
as  far  as  Liongburn,  and  down  to  Wellington 
by  the  Manawatu  line.  For  reasons  known 
only  to  those  responsible  for  the  management 
of  the  railways,  they  refused  to  permit  the 
Manawatu  Hallway  Company  to  carry  through 
passengers — he  meant,  of  course,  the  time-table 
was  framed  to  prevent  it— that  was  to  say,  all 
passengers  travelling  from  the  East  Coast  to 
the  West  Coast,  and  who  were  anxious  to  pro- 
secute their  journey  by  the  West  Coast,  were 
absolutely  debarred  from  doing  so  because  their 
journey  was  arrested  at  Woodville,  where  they 
had  to  remain  for  an  hour  and  a  half  or  two 
hours,  and  everybody  was  compelled  to  travel 
through  the  Wairarapa,  the  consequence  being 
that  the  Government  had  not  sufficient  engine- 
power  to  haul  the  traffic  properly,  for  all  traffic 
was  made  to  surmount  the  Bimutaka,  and  the 


Government  had  not  got  the  rolling-stock  to 
carry  the  passengers.  That  was  an  improper 
condition  of  things.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
if  the  Commissioners  had  been  in  charge,  and 
passengers  were  subject  to  the  gross  incon- 
venience they  were  suflering  at  the  present 
time,  the  Ministry  and  the  whole  of  the 
members  on  the  Government  side,  those 
persons  antagonistic  to  the  management  of 
the  railways  by  Commissioners,  would  have 
protested  at  the  gross  mismanagement. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— That  is  all  we  would  get— a 
growl. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Oamaru  was  quite  wrong,  because 
in  the  days  of  the  Commissioners  the  traffio 
was  oonducted  much  more  comfortably  than  it 
was  at  the  present  time.  Speaking  for  himself, 
as  a  frequent  traveller,  he  used  to  leave  the 
East  Coast  at  a  moderate  hour,  was  more  com- 
fortable than  at  present,  and  also  travelled 
considerably  faster.  In  other  words,  after  the 
through  railway  service  had  been  established 
for  about  eight  years  they  now  found  them- 
selves travelling  more  slowly  and  uncomfortably 
than  they  did  eight  years  ago.  That  was  a  con- 
dition of  things  which  was  unprecedented  and 
unpardonable.  There  was  no  possible  excuse 
for  it.  Naturally  they  had  hoped,  as  time  went 
on,  to  travel  a  little  faster  than  before.  Taking 
the  running  of  the  through  train  from  Welling- 
ton to  Napier,  it  started  at  Te  Aro,  stopped 
at  Wellington,  then  at  Kaiwarra,  then  at 
Ngahauranga,  then  Petone,  then  the  Lower 
Hutt— about  five  stops  in  about  eight  miles.  It 
was  improper  that  passengers  should  be  subject 
to  such  avoidable  inconvenienoes  as  that.  Let 
there,  by  all  means,  be  through  trains  to  ac- 
commodate the  ordinary  travelling  public,  but 
when  going  a  journey  of  two  hundred  miles 
passengers  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  the 
inconvenience  of  so  many  stoppages.  Why  had 
this  lengthening  of  the  hours  of  transit  been 
brought  about  ?  As  a  matter  of  policy,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  argue  at  this  moment  whether 
the  colony  should  purchase  the  Manawatu 
Railway  or  not,  but  they  had  no  right  to  be 
subjected  to  Uie  inconveniences  they  were 
suflering  at  the  present  time  by  unnatural 
diversions  of  the  traffio.  If  the  railways  were 
under  non-political  control  the  discomfort 
would  not  be  tolerated  for  one  instant.  The 
whole  of  the  traffic  on  that  Napier- Wellington 
line  was  absolutely  and  shockingly  incon- 
venient. One  left  at  an  early  hour  of  the 
morning  and  did  not  get  to  Wellington  until 
half-past  eight  at  night.  With  the  exception 
of  Woodville,  there  was  no  place  at  which  a 
man  could  stop  and  get  necessary  refreshments. 
People  were  hurried  into  an  imoomfortable 
shed  called  a  refreshment-room  at  Kaitoke, 
where,  on  account  of  the  number  of  passengers 
and  the  small  accommodation,  everybody  had 
to  struggle  to  secure  a  sandwich  or  a  cup  of 
tea,  and  unless  a  woman  had  got  some  com- 
passionate male  fellow-traveller  to  struggle  to 
get  her  a  cup  of  tea  or  a  sandwich  he  had  seen 
unfortunate  woman  unable  to  get  refreshments 
through  the  wretched  want  of  proper  acoommo- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


278 


Bailioays. 


[HOUSE.] 


Bailioays. 


[Aug.  5 


datdon.  This  was  because  the  Government  had 
insisted  on  ooncentrating  the  whole  traffic  over 
the  Bimutaka  Incline,  where  he  had  seen  three 
heavy  engines  panting  and  puffing,  yet  scarcely 
able  to  push  a  heavy  train  up  that  line  of  rail- 
way; and  for  the  Government  to  do  this  to 
prevent  the  Manawatu  Railway  getting  a  fair 
share  of  the  traffic  was  altogether  discreditable 
to  them.  Whether  i t  was  miserable  jealousy,  or, 
— as  he  believed  they  termed  it, — "  in  a  spirit 
of  friendly  rivalry,"  he  could  not  say;  but 
the  fact  remained  that  the  whole  of  the  East 
and  West  Coast  was  now  subjected  to  the 
greatest  Inconvenience  simply  because  one  line 
of  railway  was  under  political  control  and  the 
other  more  convenient  one  belonged  to  a  private 
corporation.  All  the  revelations  they  heJd  been 
getting  in  recent  years  of  deficient  rolling- 
stock  and  damaged  rails  went  to  show  that 
unless  they  reverted  to  Commissioners  our 
railways  would  get  worse  and  worse.  They 
knew  that  money  had  to  be  borrowed  to  renew 
the  rails,  maintain  and  repaint  their  stations, 
and  do  ail  sorts  of  things  which  he  maintained 
ought  not  to  be  done  out  of  loan  funds.  It  was 
impossible  for  them  to  know  now  what  their  an- 
nual profit  was.  They  were  told  that  the  earn- 
ing were  Is.  per  cent,  more  than  last  year,  and 
that  they  had  been  increasiog  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years ;  but  they  were  borrowing  money 
to  supplement  the  funds  derived  from  revenue 
applied  to  maintenance  of  wear-and-tear.  'The 
sooner  they  reverted  to  management  by  Com- 
missioners the  better  it  would  be  for  the  rail- 
ways and  the  travelling  public.  They  would 
never  have  been  suffering  from  inconvenience 
under  the  Commissioners  such  as  they  were 
suffering  now.  It  was  true  from  the  Commis- 
sioners they  did  not  always  get  the  pleasant 
answer  they  desired,  but  they  heA  the  benefit  of 
true  good  business  management.  He  did  not 
wish  to  refiect  upon  the  Minister  for  one  in- 
stant as  Minister  for  Railways,  but  he  had  said 
on  several  occasions,  and  repeated  now,  that  it 
was  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  any  man,  made 
Minister  for  Railways,  could  be  a  proper  rail- 
way expert.  He  must  rely  on  his  permanent 
officials,  and  these  officials  were  safeguarded 
from  criticism  in  every  instance  by  a  popular 
Premier.  If  they  had  a  popular  or  a  strong 
Premier,  who  could  control  the  House,  it  was 
absolutely  absurd  to  suppose  that  there  was 
any  real  control.  The  Premier  sheltered  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  and  the  Minister  for 
Railways  was  bound  to  shelter  his  officials — 
politics,  in  fact,  dominating  administration 
— so  the  sooner  the  management  of  the  rail- 
ways reverted  to  Commissioners  the  better. 
Passing  altogether  from  the  question  of  po- 
litical control,  he  maintained  that  the  con- 
dition now  of  the  railway  mana|gem6nt  of  the 
whole  southern  portion  of  this  Island  was 
worse  than  it  was  seven  or  eight  years  ago ; 
and,  however  people  might  boast  of  the  pre- 
sent Administration,  the  true  test  was,  Were 
people  as  well  served  as  they  were  years  ago  ? 
He  would  now  stop  and  give  the  Minister  an 
opportunity  to  be  able  to  prove  he  had  been 
wrong  in  what  he  had  said. 
Oaptain  RiuuU 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  would  only 
detain  the  House  two  minutes.  He  held  in 
his  hand  a  return  which  he  had  moved  for  of 
the  arrivals  and  departures  of  the  express 
between  Wellington  and  Napier  since  through 
communication  was  opened.  After  asking  for 
the  return  it  occurred  to  him  that  the  figures 
shown  fay  the  return  might  be  held  to  imply  a  re- 
flection upon  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  rail- 
way. Nothing  was  further  from  his  thoughts 
than  that.  Any  one  who  had  travelled,  as  he  had 
done  for  years,  must  know  that  a  better  set  of 
officers  and  men  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  on 
any  line  of  railway.  He  wished  in  the  most 
public  manner  to  say  that  the  shocking  irregu- 
larity of  running  disclosed  bj  the  figures  in 
this  return  was  due  to  political  interference. 
If  the  railway  officials  had  been  given  fair- 
play  the  line  would  never  have  been  overloaded 
with  West  Coasc  traffic  which  the  rolling-stock 
was  absolutely  unable  to  carry.  The  Govern- 
ment, and  not  the  railway  officers,  were  solely 
responsible  for  the  disgraceful  state  of  affairs 
which  obtained. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
that  after  the  correspondence  which  appeared 
in  the  local  newspapers  about  Christmas  last 
respecting  the  Manawatu  Railway,  he  had  been 
waiting  to  see  who  would  be  the  first  to  take 
up  the  cudgels  on  their  behalf  in  this  House^ 
and  the  speech  of  Captain  Russell,  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  was  simply  a  plea  for  the 
Manawatu  Railway  Company.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  talked  about  political  con- 
trol, and  then  endeavoured  to  draw  a  com- 
parison between  the  Government  and  the 
Commissioners.  Now,  so  far  as  political  con- 
trol was  concerned,  and  so  far  as  the  Commis- 
sioners were  concerned,  he  was  quite  prepared 
to  allow  the  country  to  judge  on  these  ques- 
tions. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— That  is  the  unfortu- 
nate part  of  it. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  there  was  a  certain  num- 
ber of  business  people  in  this  country  who^ 
when  matters  touched  their  pockets  or  their 
business  convenience,  did  not  trouble  muoh 
about  politics,  and,  whether  they  were  on  the 
Government  side  or  on  the  Opposition  side,  they 
were  quite  prepared  to  express  in  very  plain 
language  what  chey  thought  about  the  railway 
management  since  the  Government  had  taken 
control ;  and,  so  far  as  the  railway  manage- 
ment as  a  whole  was  concerned,  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  allow  the  whole  of  New  Zea- 
land to  judge.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man talked  about  fast  trains,  and  he  said 
the  trains  stopped  here  and  there,  and  at 
such-and-such  a  place.  Well,  that  cry  went  on 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  from 
the  few  people  who  only  travelled  long  dis- 
tances. Long- journey  passengers  were  alwaya 
crying  out  that  the  trains  went  too  slowly ;  but 
he  took  it  he  was  here  as  Minister  for  Railways 
to  study  the  interests  of  the  public  as  a  whole, 
and  not  to  study  the  interests  of  a  few  long- 
journey  passengers ;  and  he  might  tell  honour- 
able members  that  the  number  of  passengers 
carried  between  Wellington  and' Napier  did  not 
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average  fifteen  a  day  altogether.  And  where 
did  their  railway  profits  oome  from  ?  The  pro- 
fits came  from  the  intermediate  traffic  all  along 
the  various  lines  of  the  colony.  It  would  be  the 
height  of  folly  to  expend  £20,000  a  year  to  run 
fast  trains  for  the  ITeneflt  of  the  few  people  who 
travelled  between  Wellington  and  Napier  each 
year ;  and  he  would  ask,  Where  would  their  re- 
venue be  at  the  end  of  the  year  if  this  were  also 
done  on  oth  er  lines  ?  .  These  were  matters  which 
had  to  be  considered,  and  if  they  were  not  con- 
sidered members  of  the  House  would  very  soon 
want  to  know  the  reason  why,  and  the  people 
of  the  country  would  be  asking  the  same  ques- 
tion when  the  balance-sheet  was  produced  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Then,  again,  respecting 
the  Manawatu  Company,  surely  the  honoar- 
able  gentleman  did  not  suggest  that  the  traffic 
which  belonged  to  the  Government  line,  and 
which  originated  on  the  Government  line, 
should  be  simply  handed  over  to  the  Mana- 
watu Company,  and  their  own  lines  allowed  to 
run  at  a  loss.  If  the  Hawke's  Bay  traffic  was 
to  be  thrown  on  to  the  Manawatu  line,  what 
was  the  object  of  going  on  with  the  line  all 
these  years  in  order  to  complete  it  to  Wood- 
ville?  Why,  without  the  benefit  of  the 
Hawke's  Bay  traffic  the  Woodville  line,  con- 
sidering they  bad  to  haul  over  the  Kimutaka 
Hill,  could  not  be  expected  to  pay ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  the  House  indorsed  the  honourable 
gentleman's  idea  that  the  traffic  belonging  to 
the  Government  line,  and  originating  on  those 
lines,  should  be  handed  over  to  the  Manawatu 
Company,  then  he  hoped  members  would  say 
so  later  on,  so  that  the  question  could  be 
argued  when  the  Financial  Statement  was 
onder  review.  Now,  in  regard  to  what  was 
said  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
about  the  time-table,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man got  a  return  about  the  arrivals  and  depar- 
tures of  the  trains  since  the  through  line  was 
opened.  Well,  there  was  no  denying  the  fact, 
trains  had  been  delayed;  but  what  was  the 
position?  The  people  in  that  district  were 
worrying  and  worrying  last  session,  as  honour- 
able members  knew,  to  get  that  line  opened, 
and,  against  their  own  inclinations,  and  simply 
in  order  to  assist  the  settlers  during  the 
wool  season,  and  to  relieve  the  sawmillers  who 
had  large  stocks  of  sawn  timber  accumulated, 
they  allowed  the  railway  to  be  opened  two  or 
three  months  sooner  than  it  should  have  been. 
The  works  were  not  completed  even  before  the 
session  started ;  all  along  the  line  there  were 
many  things  to  attend  to,  and,  naturally,  of 
coarse,  through  opening  the  line  so  much 
earlier  to  obUge  the  people  the  inconvenience 
occurred.  But,  he  said,  the  inconveniences 
were  nothing  as  compared  with  the  benefits 
these  people  obtained  through  the  line  being 
opened.  In  opening  that  line  they  had  to  con- 
sider the  question  as  to  where  the  engines  were 
to  stop,  and  where  the  water- tanks  were  to  be 
erected,  and  many  other  things,  and  he  was  in 
.  this  position:  He  bad  to  say  Yes,  or  No,  in 
regard  to  putting  these  things  in  certain 
places,  and,  looking  at  the  matter  from  a 
common-sense    point   of    view,    he    said    he 


would  not  waste  thousands  of  pounds  in  fixing 
up  sidings,  water-tanks,  and  otner  things  until 
the  traffic  had  fully  demonstrated  the  proper 
positions  for  these  things,  otherwise  many  of 
them  would  have  had  to  be  torn  up  and  re- 
moved, and  naturally  they  had  to  feel  their  way 
in  that  respect.  That  caused  inconvenience 
and  delays  in  the  trains ;  but,  on  the  whole, 
now  these  matters  heid  been  put  in  their  right 
places,  the  time-table  of  the  trains  had  been 
well  kept,  as  the  return  on  the  table  would 
show.  On  the  whole,  the  time-table,  so  far  as 
the  arrivals  and  departures  at  either  end  were 
concerned,  was  as  well  kept  as  time-tables  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  Now,  in  regard  to 
the  question  of  locomotives,  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  the  locomotives  would  not 
haul  any  more.  How  could  he  help  that? 
Who  gave  him  these  locomotives?  Who  got 
the  wear-and-tear  out  of  these  locomotives? 
They  were  handed  over  to  him  when  he  took 
control  of  the  railways.  The  locomotives  were 
worn  out,  and  he  had  continually  to  patch  and 
replace  the  boilers  to  keep  them  going,  and  on 
the  top  of  that  they  had  an  enormous  increase 
of  traffic,  which  was  larger  the  last  two  years, 
he  supposed,  in  comparison  with  any  two  years 
the  colony  had  ever  had,  owing  large! v  to  reduc- 
tions and  other  concessions  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  they  had  not  sufficient  money  to  re- 
place these  locomotives,  or  even  to  get  the  new 
locomotives  they  were  naturally  entitled  to  for 
the  extension  of  the  lines  annually  banded 
over  by  the  Public  Works  Department.  They 
had  a  very  limited  amount  of  rolling-stock,  and 
until  he  got  a  vote  last  year — in  December  last 
— tiiey  had  to  run  as  best  they  could.  Since 
December  they  had  spent  over  £150,000  in 
rolling-stock  one  way  and  another,  and  the 
workshops  of  the  colony,  he  thought,  had  done 
wonders  in  turning  out  the  new  wagons  so 
quickly.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
talked  about  paying  for  these  things  out  of 
working-expenses.  Never  was  a  more  foolish 
statement  made;  there  was  no  matter  in  the 
fikrgument  at  all.  Let  them  take  Gross  Creek  : 
the  return  on  the  table  showed  that  they  had 
to  expend  £5,000  there.  If  the  Wairarapa  line 
had  not,  been  continued  through  to  Woodville 
they  would  not  have  been  required  to  spend 
anything  there,  and  if  the  Public  Works  De- 

Sartment,  when  they  built  the  line  fourteen  or 
fteen  years  ago,  had  spent  £5,000  extra,  then 
it  would  have  been  a  scandalous  waste  of  public 
money.  There  was  no  use  spending  the  money 
until  the  line  was  through,  and  they  could  not 
fairly  be  asked  to  spend  that  money  out  of 
worldng-expenses. 

Captain  KUSSELL.— What  about  painting 
stations  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  said,  in  regard  to  that  matter, 
that  they  had  spent  more  money  on  painting 
stations  the  last  two  years  than  had  been 
spent  during  the  five  years  previously,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  only  to  go 
round  the  country  to  see  it ;  and  iu  respect  to 
accommodation  and  erecting  verandahs  more 
had  been  done  during  the  last  two  years  than 
bad  ever  been  done  before  in  the  same  period  of 
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time.  The  honourable  gentleman  talked  ol 
them  paying  all  this  out  of  working-expenses. 
What  was  the  position?  They  owed  about 
sixteen  millions  of  money  for  railways,  and  the 
average  rate  of  interest  on  that  money  was 
about  4  per  cent,  to  4J  per  cent.  The  railways 
last  year  earned  8^  per  oent.,  whioh  left  them 
1  per  cent,  behind— nearly  £160,000  behind. 
They  had  to  pay  that  sum  to  their  creditors, 
and  where  was  the  money  to  come  out  of 
the  working-expenses  to  spend  on  these  other 
things  ?  If  they  took  this  expenditure  out  of 
working-expenses  they  would  have  to  put  their 
hand  in  their  other  pocket  in  order  to  pay 
their  creditors.  That  was  the  position  in 
regard  to  working-expenses.  Then,  coming  to 
political  management — and,  of  course,  the 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  felt  justified 
in  looking  at  the  matter  from  his  point  of  view 
— he  was  quite  prepared  to  admit  there  were 
many  troubles  which  arose  on  account  of  poli- 
tical management,  especially  if  the  control 
was  in  the  hands  of  a  weak-kneed  Minister ; 
but  the  same  thing  could  be  said  of  everything 
else  under  Government  control.  At  the  same 
time  he  felt  sure,  without  wishing  to  be  ego- 
tistical, that  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  as  a 
whole,  were  far  more  satisfied  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways  now  than  they  were  for- 
merly. Coming  back  to  the  question  of  taking 
the  control  of  the  railways  from  the  Govem- 
meot  and  putting  them  back  under  the  Com- 
missioners again,  if  any  agitation  of  that  sort 
arose  it  would  be  caused  by  the  action  of  the 
employes  of  the  Kailway  Department.  They 
were  now,  foolishly,  he  thought,  urging  mem- 
ber after  member  to  do  this  and  that  thing, 
many  of  them  being  impossible  and  often  un- 
fair. The  result  would  be  that  Parliament 
might  some  day  send  the  railways  back  to 
Commissioners,  in  order  to  get  free  from  this 
persistent  worry ;  and  if  this  ever  came  about 
the  new  Commissioners  would  have  far  more 
power  than  was  ever  given  the  old  ones. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having 
arrived,  Mr.  Speaeeb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE   BBSUMED. 

Mr.  Speaeeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half- 
past  seven  o'clock  p.m. 

UNCLAIMED  MONEYS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  stating  that  they  had  passed  this  Bill, 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  requested  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Lyttelton)  moved.  That  the 
amendments  be  agreed  to.  The  effect  of  the 
amendments  was  that  the  Government  insti- 
tutions had  been  struck  out,  and  the  Act  did 
not  now  apply  to  them. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND  AND  BANK- 
ING BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— Sir,  I  move,  That 
the  amendments  made  in  Conunlttee  be  agreed 
to.    I  hear  that  there  are  to  be  several  motions 
moved  for  reoonunittal,  but  I  would  suggest 
Mr,  Cadman 


to  honourable  members  that  these  might  be 
taken  on  the  motion  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time.  I  think  that  would  be  the  mosi 
convenient  way  of  dealing  with  the  matter, 
and  I  would  ask,  therefore,  that  the  motion  to 
agree  to  the  amendments  be  agreed  to.  With 
respect  to  the  question  of  recommittal,  I  may 
say  that  I  stated,  when  on  the  Bill,  that  I  would 
give  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  question  as 
to  whether  the  directors  and  President  were 
to  go  out  of  office  on  the  Blst  December  or  the 
81st  March,  and  I  have  ascertained  that  there 
are  some  honourable  members  who  feel  that  an 
earlier  date  should  be  inserted  than  the  end  of 
March.  I  am,  to  save  time,  prepared  to  move 
that  the  amendment  be  made  in  another  place, 
so  as  to  avoid  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill  in  the 
House ;  but  in  that  respect  I  wish  to  put  myself 
in  the  hands  of  members.  If  there  is  a  con- 
sensus of  opinion  that  there  would  be  a  breach 
of  faith  on  my  part  if  I  blocked  the  recom- 
mittal, I  would  agree  to  have  the  Bill  recom- 
mitted so  as  to  insert  **  December  "  instead  of 
"  March,"  rather  than  that  any  feeling  should 
exist  or  that  any  irritation  should  result ;  bat 
under  the  circumstances  I  think  any  amend- 
ments might  be  taken  on  the  third  reading, 
and  be  decided  on  their  merits.  I  wish  to 
keep  faith  with  the  House  in  this  matter,  and 
not  to  take  any  advantage  of  my  position  as 
leader  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riccarton).  —  Sir,  I 
scarcely  think  the  honourable  gentleman's 
proposal  would  meet  the  views  of  those  who 
have  clauses  they  wish  to  see  recommitted. 
When  we  came  to  the  third  reading  the 
question  would  be.  That  all  the  words  after 
"  that  '*  be  struck  out  with  a  view  of  bringing 
in  some  amendments,  and  the  whole  thing 
would  be  closed.  However,  I  think  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  House  to  propose  that  the  Bill  be 
recommitted  for  the  consideration  seriatim  of 
such  clauses  as  honourable  members  may 
desire  to  amend.  If  it  were  not  so.  and  we 
came  to  the  third  reading,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  Bill  was  in  a  different  position 
alsogether,  and  it  is  only  fair  that,  when  it 
comes  to  the  third  reading,  the  Bill  should  be 
in  the  condition  that  the  House  finally  agreed 
to  in  Committee.  Again,  I  object  to  the 
Bill  going,  as  the  Premier  proposes,  from  this 
House  to  be  amended  by  the  Governor  or  hy 
the  Legislative  Council.  We  ought  to  say 
what  we  mean  definitely  in  a  measure  of  the 
kind  before  it  leaves  this  House.  I  have  an 
amendment  to  move,  as  follows:  That  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Aot 
Amendment  Bill  be  recommitted  in  order 
that  a  further  opportunity  majr  be  given  for 
reconsidering  the  number  of  directors  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Crown  and  by  the  share- 
holders of  the  bank  respectively,  and  with  the 
view  of  inserting  in  clause  2  the  word  **  three  '* 
instead  of  "four"  and  **two".in  snbseo- 
tions  (1)  and  (2)  of  that  clause.  The  rea- 
son I  am  proposmg  this  amendment  is  that 
there  was  a  little  confusion  in  Committee 
when  the  proposal  for  the  appointment  of 
direotors  of  the  bank  was  being  considered. 
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There  was  a  decided  opinion,  whioh  I,  for  one, 
voted  to  give  effect  to,  that  directors  should  not 
be  elected  by  this  House  or  by  the  other  Cham- 
ber, as  it  would  lead  to  a  considerable  amount 
of  difficulty,  and  coufusion,  and  canvassing, 
that  was  undesirable.  In  preference  to  that 
I  thought  *'  Governor  in  Council  "  should  be 
inserted,  and  that  the  proposal  for  election  by 
Uie  two  Chambers  s&ould  be  elimioated.  I 
think  a  number  of  members  voted  with  that 
idea,  and  I  have  heard  that  quite  a  number  of 
members  think  that  the  proportion  of  directors 
AS  between  the  Grown  and  the  shareholders  is 
unfair  and  undesirable.  One  of  the  mat- 
ters that  I  and  others  have  felt  has  been 
brought  about  by  this  Bill  is  to  give  the 
bank  a  more  political  character,  and  make 
it  more  dependent  upon  the  Ministry  of  the 
day.  I  do  hold  very  strongly  that  the 
sooner  we  get  rid  of  this  banking  concern  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  peace  of  politics  and 
for  the  success  of  the  bank.  We  believe  the 
bank  is  a  good  running  concern,  and  the  report 
which  has  been  brought  down — and  which  I 
think  we  should  probably  have  waited  for  had 
we  known  it  was  coming  down— shows  that  the 
bank  is  on  the  whole  in  fair  working- order.  I 
think,  if  it  is  left  alone  and  kept  apart  from 
politics,  if  it  is  allowed  to  go  on  undisturbed 
by  Ministers  during  the  recess,  and  undisturbed 
by  resolutions  and  Bills  in  this  House,  it  is 
likely  to  become  a  good  and  payable  concern, 
and  we  are  likely  to  get  rid  of  it.  I  do  not 
wish  to  detain  the  House  long,  but  it  is  with 
the  object  particularly  of  doing  away  as  far  as 
possible  with  the  political  element  in  this  bank, 
and  at  the  same  time  leaving  this  House  and 
the  Government  of  the  country,  which  is  so 
largely  interested  in  the  bank,  with  a  fair 
representation,  that  I  propose  the  recommittal 
of  the  Bill,  with  the  view  to  reconsidering  this 
olause. 

Mr.  PIBANI  (Palmerston).  — Might  I  ask 
your  ruling.  Sir,  on  this  point :  If  the  amend- 
ments are  agreed  to,  would  I  be  in  order  in 
moving  the  new  clause  of  which  I  have  given 
notice  ? 

Mr.  SPB  AKEB.— The  question  is  this :  That 
the  words  **That  the  amendments  be  agreed 
to  "  stand  part  of  the  question.  If  the  House 
decides  that  these  words  should  stand  part  of 
(he  question  it  shuts  out  all  amendments  at 
this  stage ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  these 
words  are  struck  out,  and  it  comes  to  be  a 
question  to  add  the  words  for  the  recommittal 
of  clause  2,  it  will  be  competent  for  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston  to  move  to  add 
the  words,  **  and  for  the  consideration  of  a  new 
oUuse." 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.  —  Is  it  not  competent 
now  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  for  the  recom- 
mittal of  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.^Only  one  amendment  can 
oome  before  the  House  at  a  time. 

Mr.  PIBANI.— I  wish  to  speak  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  point  I  wish  to  make,  Sir,  is  this : 
A  new  clause — a  wholly  new  clause — cannot  be 
oonsidered  on  the  recommittal  —  it  can  onlv 
be  oonsidered  in  the  House  itself ;  and  I  wish 


to  know,  if  the  amendments  are  adopted,  whe- 
ther it  would  be  competent  for  the  House 
then  to  consider  my  new  clause  in  the  House 
itself. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.  — No;  only  verbal  amend- 
ments can  be  made  in  the 'House  itself.  Other 
amendments  must  be  made  in  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Speaking  on  the  point  of 
order 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  no  point  of  order. 
I  have  given  my  ruling. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— The  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  asked  this  question: 
Supposing  the  motion  now  proposed,  to  agree 
to  the  amendments,  is  carried,  on  the  motion 
to  read  the  Bill  the  third  time,  then,  you  would 
accept  an  amendment  that  it  be  recommitted 
for  the  consideration  of  a  new  clause  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No,  that  is  not  my  point. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  the  point  I  want  to 
clear  up. 

Mr.  PIRANI.  —  Thank  you.  My  point  is 
oontained  in  clause  854  of  our  Standing  Orders, 
which  says: — 

"  On  a  clause  being  offered  in  Committee,  or 
on  the  consideration  of  report,  Mr.  Speaker,  or 
the  Chairman,  is  to  desire  the  member  to  bring 
up  the  same,  whereupon  it  is  to  be  read  a  first 
time  without  question  put;  but  no  clause  is 
to  be  offered  on  consideration  of  report  without 
notice." 

In  **  Speakers'  Decisions  *'  (Barron)  the  follow- 
ing decision  was  given  by  the  late  Sir  Dillon 
Bell :  "  On  consideration  of  the  report  on  a  Bill, 
a  new  clause,  of  which  notice  has  been  given, 
can  be  added  by  the  House  without  recommit- 
ting the  Bill."  Then,  Sir,  in  the  last  edition  of 
**  May  "  for  1898.  there.is  this  reference  on  page 
466 :  **  By  Standing  Order  No.  88  no  clause  may 
be  offered  on  the  report  stage  of  a  Bill  unless 
notice  thereof  has  been  given ;  and  it  has  been 
held  that  such  notice  must  comprise  the  words 
of  the  clause  intended  to  bejiroposed;  and 
where  a  clause  has  been  offered,  differing 
materially  from  the  notice,  it  has  not  been  en- 
tertained." Lower  down  it  says,  '*  A  clause 
that  is  moved  on  the  consideration  of  the  Bill 
as  amended  is  read  a  first  time  without  ques- 
tion put;  and  before  this  stage  the  member 
who  proposes  the  clause  may  speak  in  support 
thereof." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— We  have  never  adopted  the 
English  practice  in  this  House  of  adding  clauses 
to  a  Bill  that  had  not  been  submitted  to  the 
ordeal  of  a  discussion  in  Committee.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  for  the  honourable  mem- 
ber to  quote  any  more 

Mr.  PIBANI.— I  will  refer  to  one  of  the 
Standing  Orders,  No.  354 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  have  already  stated  that 
nothing  but  verbal  amendments  can  be  offered 
in  the  House.  Any  other  amendments  pro- 
posed in  the  House  must  be  referred  to  ana  be 
made  in  Committee ;  and  it  will  be  competent 
for  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston, 
on  the  motion  for  the  third  reading,  to  move 
the  recommittal  of  the  Bill  for  the  considera* 
tion  of  a  new  clause. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— I  regret  very  much 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— Does  the  Premier  desire  to 
raise  a  new  point  of  order?  The  one  before 
raised  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  wish  to  speak  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Biocarton. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).— I  would  like 
to  ask  yon,  Mr.  Spesbker^  Whether  any  addition 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Biocarton  can  be  made  before  it  is 
put? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— Not  unless  it  comes  to 
the  question  of  adding  to  the  word  "That," 
Mr.  Bolleston's  amendment. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Unless  Mr.  Bolles- 
ton's  amendment  is  affinned,  no  other  motion 
for  reoommital  on  any  other  clause  can  be 
moved  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— Yes,  that  is  my  ruling. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— If  I  correotiy  under- 
stand the  ruling,  it  would  be  within  the  power 
of  any  member  to  propose  the  recommittal  of 
a  Bill  on  some  clause  which  would  insure  rejec- 
tion of  the  motion,  and  thereby  prevent  a 
motion  for  recommittal  on  a  clause  or  clauses 
that  might  be  most  desirable  to  have  eunended. 
I  only  suggest  that  such  a  case  might  happen. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— It  does  not  happen,  I 
think,  that  there  is  any  such  collusion  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  sure  it  does  not 
in  this  case.  I  might  explain  that  I  desired  to 
have  another  clause  recommitted. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  way  to  effect  that  is  to 
carry  Mr.  Bolleston's  amendment. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— My  proposal  might 
have  merits  apart  from  that  previously  sub- 
mitted. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  have  stated  that  amend- 
ments cannot  be  made  in  the  House  ;  I  think 
it  would  be  a  dangerous  precedent  to  slip  new 
clauses  into  a  Bill  without  their  being  sub- 
jected to  the  same  discussion  in  Committee 
(hat  the  other  clauses  underwent.  Nothing 
should  be  offered  in  the  House  excepting  verbeJ 
amendments.  I  understand  the  Premier  wishes 
to  speak  on  the  question  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  I  wish  to  speak  to 
the  question.  There  are  many  members,  I 
regret  to  say,  who  read  our  Standing  Orders 
and  who  never  seem  to  understand  them.  You, 
Sir,  put  the  matter  very  plainly  when  you  said 
that,  although  this  particular  amendment 
which  is  now  before  the  House  is  negatived, 
on  the  third  reading  the  Bill  can  be  recom- 
mitted for  the  purpose  of  considering  any 
amendments,  or  for  the  consideration  of  other 
clauses  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— That  is  according  to  our 
Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  sav,  Mr.  Speaker  has  ruled 
it  is  in  aooordance  with  our  practice  that  on 
the  third  reading  a  motion  may  be  made  for 
the  consideration  of  any  clause  in  the  Bill,  for 
the  recommittal  of  any  clause  in  the  Bill,  or 
for  the  consideration  of  any  new  clause;  so 
that  the  negativing  of  Mr.  Bolleston's  amend- 
ment does  not  shut  out  the  honourable  mem- 


ber for  Palmerston,  nor  any  other  member  who 
desires  to  recommit  a  clause  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— When  does  the 
third  reading  come  on  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— As  soon  as  the  amendments 
made  in  Committee  on  the  Bill  are  agreed  to. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— That  is,  if  it  is 
before  twelve  o'clock  ?    % 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— If  the  third  reading  is 
moved  to-day  it  must  be  before  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Now,  I  am  not  at  all  endea- 
vouring  to  cramp  honourable  members  in  the 
exercise  of  their  privileges.  I  suggested  that 
we  should  agree  to  these  amendments,  and 
Chen,  on  the  third  reading,  let  the  motions  for 
recommittal  come  up,  for  consideration  of  any 
of  the  clauses  and  the  consideration  of  any  new 
clauses,  but,  as  on  every  occasion  when  I  make 
a  suggestion  of  that  kind  with  a  view  of  facili- 
tating the  business,  and  to  really  expeidite  what 
members  desire,  and  have  a  fair  test  put  to 
the  House,  the  honourable  member  for  Bic> 
carton  absolutely  refuses,  and  challenges  what 
I  propose.  It  is  painful  for  me  to  see  the 
House  everlastingly  placed  in  such  a  position 
by  him ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  honour- 
able member,  even  though  what  I  propose 
is  to  the  advantage  of  those  who  disagree 
with  me,  will  Insist  upon  ruling  the  House  and 
misleading  the  House.  I  have  good  grounds, 
I  think,  to  complain,  because  I  desired  to 
facilitate  business  to-night,  and  I  suggested  a 
course  which  was  really  much  more  beneficial 
than  the  one  which  the  honourable  member 
has  now  proposed,  because,  as  Mr.  Speaker  has 
said,  he,  by  the  course  he  has  taken,  has 
limited  honoural;>le  members'  privileges,  and 
the  House  may  thank  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  what  has  been  done,  despite  what  I 
suggested.  This  amendment  has  no  merit  in 
it  whatever.  If  there  was  one  question  which 
the  House  decided  upon  more  than  another,  it 
was  that  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  should 
have  proper  representation  on  that  Board  of 
Directors.  That  was  decided,  and  we  took  a 
division  of  the  House  upon  it. 

An  Hon.  Mbxbeb. — la  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  in  Committee.  And 
it  was  decided  by  a  very  large  majority,  and  I 
cannot  see  that  since  the  passing  of  that  up  to 
the  present  moment  anything  has  transpired 
to  cause  members  to  alter  their  opinion,  or 
cause  them  to  vote  in  another  direction.  To 
say  that  you  are  going  to  give  the  shareholders 
of  the  bank  the  same  representation  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  as  is  given  to  the  colony — 
why,  Sir,  it  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  treason 
to  the  colony.  What  is  the  interest  of  the 
shareholders  at  the  present  moment?  It  is 
small  indeed  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
colony.  Though  we  have  carried  out  the  pro- 
vision of  the  law — the  £50,000  has  been  paid  to 
the  Assets  Bealisation  Board  as  agreed — let 
honourable  members  ask  themselves  to  what 
extent  the  condition  of  the  bank  has  improved 
since  we  gave  the  guarantee.  Was  it  intended 
that  that  £50,000  paid  annually  should  go  to- 
wards filling  up  the  hole  we  have  heard  so  much 
about  ?   There  has  been  no  filling  up  of  the  hole. 
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It  hae  taken  that  £50,000  and  the  earnings  of 
the  Assets  Board  to  pay  the  £92,000  interest  on 
the  debentures.  I  say,  therefore,  that  has  not 
unproved  the  position  of  the  hank.  Have  we 
not  decided  now,  by  a  olanse  introduced,  that 
it  shall  be  optional  on  the  pckrt  of  the  directors 
to  write  down  ?  That  clause  was  not  contested. 
We  have  decided  that  the  directors  may  write 
down  £75,000,  goodwill ;  may  write  down  the 
buildings  taken  over  from  the  Colonial  Bank ; 
may  write  down  trading  concerns ;  and  may 
write  down  £58,000  lost  owing  to  conversion. 
If  you  place  there  an  equal  representation  with 
no  power  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
step  in,  what  will  occur?  Why,  it  is  only 
human  nature  that  those  representing  the 
shareholders  will  not  fully  write  down,  but 
will  declare  dividends  to  the  shareholders  and 
leave  the  liability  of  the  colony  just  as  it 
is  now.  Am  I  using  a  strong  term  when  I 
say  there  is  no  attempt  made  to  conserve 
the  interests  of  the  colony?  It  is  going  in 
eotirely  an  opposite  direction  by  such  a  pro- 
posal as  this,  that  there  should  be  equal  repre- 
sentation on  the  Board  of  Directors.  Then,  on 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere,  you  have  decided  in  Committee 
that  the  Board  themselves  are  to  elect  their 
chairman.  By  the  Bill  the  chairman  was  to 
have  a  casting-vote  as  well  as  an  original  vote, 
and  supposing  they  are  three  and  three  at  a 
meeting,  what  will  be  the  result  ?  The  chair- 
man will  have  a  casting-vote,  which  is  practi- 
cally given  to  the  shareholders — and,  I  regret 
to  say,  at  the  present  time  their  interest  in  the 
bank  is  very  small  indeed.  To  hand  over  to 
them  £2,800,000  of  a  responsibility  which  is 
ours,  and  which  belongs  to  the  colony,  and 
which  we  have  to  safeguard,  and  which  the 
House  thought  it'  so  very  necessary  to  safe- 
guard— we  placed  the  President  there  with  a 
vetoing  power  upon  oXi  proceedings  which  were 
inimical  to  the  well-being  of  the  colony — I  was 
astounded — I  cannot  even  now  realise  it.  Un- 
less it  is  that,  as  the  colony  is  so  far  committed, 
and  as  the  origiual  responsibilitv  is  so  far 
oast  upon  us,  endeavours  are  to  be  made  to 
allow  it  to  be  used  for  political  purposes,  and 
not  to  bring  the  bank  to  that  safe  haven  in 
which  I  long  to  see  it  anchored.  I  tlfink  the 
honourable  member  never  really  calculated 
what  the  efiects  of  his  amendment  would  be  as 
consistent  with  the  powers  we  had  under  the 
Bill.  Then,  to  assist  the  bank,  it  is  his  desire 
to  have  the  bank  left  alone.  I  say  it  would  be 
most  unwise ;  it  would  be  imprudent  to  leave 
the  bank  as  it  stands. 

An  Hon.  Member. —Why  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— In  the  first  place,  I  have 
stated  to  the  House  that  a  change  is  necessary 
on  grounds  of  policy,  and  I  think,  if  further 
evidence  is  wanted  that  there  is  neoessity  for  a 
change,  you  have  it  at  the  meeting  which  took 
place  yesterday.  We  saw  what  was  said  with 
regard  to  members  of  this  House,  and  I  do  not 
wish  to  appeal  to  them  on  the  ground  of  feeling, 
which  must  be  raised  to  a  great  extent  by  the 
remarks  which  were  made,  and  the  reflections 
which  were   cast  upon  honourable   members. 


Then,  we  have  another  and  more  striking  illus- 
tration of  what  has  been  going  on,  and  which 
has  been  kept  from  the  Government.  The  first 
I  knew  of  the  President  of  the  bank  dabblina 
in  shares  of  the  bank  was  a  statement  I  read 
in  the  paper  this  morning.  Now,  he  is  there 
with  the  power  of  stopping  the  transfer  of 
shares  unless  such  transfer  is  made  to  persons 
who  are  in  as  good  a  financial  position  as  those 
who  sell.  But,  Sir,  I  will  say  he  has  been 
patriotic.  I  will  say  that  those  shares  were 
held  by  those  who  were  not  in  as  good  a  posi- 
tion as  he  is  to  pay  the  calls,  and  that  he  has 
bought  those  shares  so  as  to  place  himself 
in  the  position  of  being  able  to  subscribe  the 
necessary  capital.  But,  again,  Sir,  as  the 
owner  of  those  shares  he  was  aware  that  under 
the  law  there  could  be  no  writing-down  of  the 
Colonial  Bank's  good-will,  and  trading  con- 
cerns, and  no  writing- down  of  the  bank's 
premises.  He  had  that  knowledge  in  his 
hands— we  must  infer  that  he  had  it:  that 
dividends  were  to  be  declared  equal  to  5  per 
cent.,  and,  as  the  owner  of  those  shares,  he 
would  be  a  receiver  of  those  dividends.  And 
QQ  he  would  have  knowledge  as  to  the 
position  of  the  bank,  and  as  to  its 
being  in  a  position  to  pay  these  dividends  at 
the  time  he  bought  the  shares.  I  simply  say, 
if  I  had  nothing  else  to  guide  me  in  respect 
to  a  change  being  necessary,  that  is  an  illus- 
tration which  I  give  to  the  House  that  ought 
to  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  honourable  mem- 
bers that  this  legislation  is  necessary.  I  have 
not  taken  any  notice  of  rumours  as  regards  the 
purchase  of  other  shares,  which  were  referred 
to  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee.  I  do  not 
refer  to  them  because  I  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  matter,  or  no  knowledge  of  such  a  charac- 
ter that  I  could  produce  in  this  House ;  but  at 
the  same  time  I  do  say  that  under  the  circum- 
stances, if  true,  that  in  itself  was  a  very  im- 
prudent transaction.  I  say  it  is  almost  in 
keeping  with  the  agreement  that  I  have  pre- 
viously referred  to — the  agreement  that  was 
made  without  the  sanction  or  knowledge  of 
the  Government.  Then,  again,  regarding  a 
question  I  have  referred  to  in  Committee :  I 
have  said  that  this  colony  was  not  properly 
safeguarded ;  I  have  said  that  the  President 
of  the  bank  had  become  more  the  representa- 
tive of  the  shareholders  than  the  guardian  of  the 
interests  of  the  colony ;  and  therefore,  that  he 
has  changed  his  position  from  being  practically 
a  Government  official,  placed  there  with  power 
to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and 
has  transposed  the  position  in  which  he  was 
placed.  If  the  question  had  been  asked  me, 
whether  I  would  place  there  as  President  of 
the  bank  a  large  shareholder  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  I  would  have  said  I 
would  be  no  party  to  it.  I  say,  if  the  President 
forgets  his  position  so  far  as  to  do  this,  then  it 
is  high  time  that  this  Parliament  took  such 
steps  as  will  safeguard  the  colony.  Sir,  during 
the  debate  in  Committee  I  have  never  levelled 
a  single  charge  at  the  President,  the  Manager, 
or  directors.  There  have  been,  in  my  opinion, 
errors  of  judgment  committed— I  am  satisfied 
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in  my  own  mind  that  there  has  been  gross 
eztrayagance  in  the  management  ol  the  msti- 
tution.  I  can  only  oome  to  that  conclasion 
from  the  fact  that  the  bank  was  doing  business 
in  some  of  the  large  centres  with  only  a 
manager  where  it  now  haS  a  manager  and  an 
assistant  manager.  I  gauge  it  also  from  the 
faot  that  there  was  here  no  necessity  for  an 
Assistant  General  Manager.  You  have  the  Pre- 
sident with  his  £2,450,  the  Manager  with  his 
£1,750,  the  Assistant  General  Manager  with  his 
£1,250  or  £1,200. 

An  Hon.  Msubbb.— £1,500. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  may  be  £1,600.  I  simply 
say  this — and  I  am  in  a  position  to  say  it,  be- 
cause I  have  had  the  matter  gone  into :  that 
the  cost  of  the  management  is  now  equal  to 
about  6  per  cent,  on  the  capital  employed. 

An  Hon.  Member. — On  the  gross  business? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— On  the  gross  capital  engaged 
in  the  business;  and  when  I  come,  as  I  say,  to 
review  the  situation  in  the  light  of  the  in- 
formation I  have,— and  which,  of  course,  is 
not  confidential, — I  must  say  to  the  colony, 
plainly,  and  distinctly,  that  the  bank,  not 
haying  recovered  itself  very  much  since  the 
time  that  we  came  behind  it,  if  we  go  on  on 
these  lines,  what  will  be  the  position  at  the 
time  the  ten  years  are  up  ?  Six  of  those  years 
have  gone;  and  I  think  honourable  members 
would  have  the  same  anxiety  that  I  have 
had,  if  they  had  carefully  scanned  the  posi- 
tion of  the  bank,  as  compared  with  what  it 
was  when  we  took  it  up,  and  see  how  much 
it  has  improved.  If  they  did  that  they  would 
give  up  the  idea  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
a  change,  and  would  not  say,  as  the  honourable 
member  has  said,  that  you  must  leave  it 
alone,  and  must  give  the  shareholders  the  same 
representation  as  we  have  ourselves.  I  say  it 
it  is  a  proposal  which  I  feel  sure  will  not  com- 
mend itself  to  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
this  House.  Then,  the  honourable  member  says 
that  ho  wishes  the  bank  to  be  kept  clear  of 
political  control.  I  quite  agree  with  him.  The 
sooner  the  bank  is  disposed  of,  and  is  away 
from  the  Government  and  Parliament  of  this 
colony,  the  better  I  shall  appreciate  it.  But  it 
is  not  the  way  for  the  Government  to  get  clear 
of  it  to  hand  it  over  to  the  shareholders.  Is 
that  the  way  to  put  it  in  a  position  to  get  off 
our  hands  ?  If  you  do  not  help  it  to  improve 
its  position,  how  is  it  to  get  off  our  hands? 
The  only  way  to  get  it  off.  our  hands  is  by  im- 
proving its  condition,  so  that,  in  the  course  of 
time,  with  the  improved  position  of  the  colony, 
it  may  improve  its  position,  and  then  you  will 
get  capitalists  to  oome  to  the  rescue  and  to 
take  it ;  but  you  will  never  get  tbem  to  do  it  in 
any  other  way.  Now,  I  am  working  in  that 
direction.  My  colleagues  and  myself  have  done 
our  best,  and  we  are  doing  our  best;  and  it 
seems  to  me  the  proposal  now  is  not  to  help 
the  bank,  but  to  put  the  bank  in  such  a 
position  as  to  practically  defy  the  colony,  and 
to  ultimately  land  the  colony  in  the  position 
that  is  aimed  at  by  this  amendment.  I  hope 
«the  House  will  refuse,  under  the  circumstances, 
io  agree  to  it.  On  what  ground  has  the 
Mr.  Seddon 


honourable  gentleman  attempted  to  justify  it  7 
What  has  he  said  to  show  us  that  the  share* 
holders*  interest  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
should  entitle  them  to  the  same  representation 
as  the  Government  ?  I  say  that  he  has  nevoc 
attempted  it,  nor  can  he  or  any  one  else  do 
so.  In  Committee  on  this  question  the  num- 
ber of  directors  was  almost  unanimously  madm 
six— ^four  to  represent  the  colony  and  two  to 
represent  the  shareholders.  We  have  that  now 
in  the  Bill,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
wants  to  siorike  out  the  word  "  four  '*  and  to 
insert  the  word  **  three.'*  I  hope  that  that, 
at  all  events,  will  be  negatived.  The  other 
question  will  come  up  in  due  course.  It  is  a 
pity  the  proposal  I  first  made,  to  allow  these 
amendments  to  be  agreed  to,  and  the  motion 
for  recommittal  to  be  then  taken  into  consi- 
deration, was  not  adopted.  I  warn  the  House 
that  it  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  against 
the  interests  of  the  shckreholders  themselves 
if  this  amendment  should  be  carried.  I  have 
said  before,  and  say  now,  as  far  as  sharing 
responsibility  in  the  election  of  directors,  I 
left  it  an  open  question  to  the  House;  and 
the  honouraole  member  himself,  and  those 
on  that  side  of  the  House,  said,  *^  We  must  and 
will  insist  upon  the  Government  taking  the  re- 
sponsibility." They  opposed  and  voted  against 
one  of  the  directors,  or  any  of  the  directors, 
being  elected  by  this  House,  and  they  have 
voted  against  any  director  bein^  elected  by  the 
Legislative  Council.  They  said  the  Govern- 
ment must  take  the  responsibility.  Now,  I 
say,  how  can  the  Government  taJce  any  re- 
sponsibility if  you  have  three  only  nominated 
by  them  and  tbree  elected  by  the  shareholders. 
I  say,  Sir,  the  proposal  now  made  is  one  that 
I  should  be  very  sorry,  even  in  the  interests  of 
the  shareholders,  and  certainly  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony,  to  see  carried. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— You  could  let 
the  Government  have  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — As  we  have  the  motion,  and 
as  it  is  now  before  the  House,  it  is  simply  that 
there  are  to  be  three  members  representing 
the  colony  and  three  representing  the  share- 
holders, and  it  is  upon  that  that  members  of 
the  House  are  called  upon  to  vote.  I  must  ask 
honourable  members,  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony — and  I  say  so  with  a  due  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility— to  negative  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Before  the  Premier  sits 
down  I  would  ask  him  to  explain  what  he 
means  by  *<  expenses  of  6  per  cent,  on  the 
revenue.** 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Take  the  business  trans- 
acted by  the  bank  proper,  irrespective  of  trad- 
ing concerns,  and  the  salaries  and  other  ex- 
penses are  6  per  cent,  on  the  capital  em- 
ployed. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).— The  short 
answer  to  the  Premier  with  reference  to  the 
impropriety  of  the  Government  being  repre- 
sented in  greater  strength  on  the  Board  than 
the  shareholders,  is  that,  if  the  shareholders 
are  represented  to  the  greater  extent,  you  have, 
at  any  rate,  this  security:  that  before  the 
shareholders  can  get  any  dividend  upon  their 
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shares  thsy  mast  provide  for  all  the  charges 
under  the  obligations  of  the  bank  to  the 
colony.  It  is,  therefore,  to  the  evident  in- 
terest of  the  shareholders  to  make  the  bank 
a  success.  On  the  other  hand,  with  a  prepon- 
derance of  Government  nominees  as  directors, 
yon  have  the  pernicious  influence  of  politics 
associated  with  the  management  of  the  bank ; 
and,  if  there  be  one  paramount  reason  for 
altering  the  control  of  the  bank,  it  is  that 
there  has  been  hitherto,  and  there  yet 
may  be,  a  political  tinge  or  element  in 
the  management  of  the  bank.  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  did  not  purpose  referring  at  any 
length  to  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
2nd  clause  of  this  Bill.  I  believe  I  am  in 
order  in  referring  to  other  amendments  made 
in  the  Bill  in  Committee,  and,  although  pro- 
bably there  will  be  no  opportunity  of  mov- 
ing any  other  apeolfic  amendment,  inasmuch 
as  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Ricoarton  will  most  likely  be  negatived,  see- 
ing that  the  Premier  has  really  claimed  that 
the  House  shall  support  him  m  rejecting  it, 
I  would  desire  on  this  occasion  to  deal  with 
what  would  appear  to  be  desirable  amend- 
ments in  clause  6  —  that  clause  which  deals 
with  the  position  of  President.  I  may  be  par- 
doned if,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  make  the 
position  clear,  I  refer  in  a  few  words  to  the 
several  steps  that  have  been  taken  in  making 
the  appointment  of  President.  In  the  Gua- 
rantee Act  of  1894  there  was  a  provision  that 
fhe  Governor  in  Ck)unoil  should  appoint  a  Pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  with  the  power  of  veto. 
No  mention  was  made  of  salary;  but,  by  an 
Order  in  Council  issued  shortly  afterwards,  Mr. 
William  Watson  was  appointed  President,  and 
in  the  covering  letter  to  him,  sent  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  he  was  informed  that  his 
salary  would  be  £2,250  a  year,  payable  by 
ihe  bank  during  good  behaviour  and  efficiency. 
There  was  a  further  reference  in  that  covering 
letter  to  his  appointment  being  made  co- 
incident with  the  existence  of  the  statutory 
Board  set  up  by  the  Guarantee  Act ;  but,  as 
the  proposal  in  this  Bill  is  to  substitute  an- 
other statutory  Board  for  the  one  in  existence 
when  the  appointment  of  President  was  made, 
we  may  assume  that  there  is  no  reason  for 
treating  the  appointment  as  avoided  on  that 
ground.  We  are  therefore  left  to  consider 
the  position  of  Mr.  Watson  as  appointed  dur- 
ing the  term  of  the  guarantee  of  ten  years— 
that  is,  from  October,  1894,  subject  only  to 
good  behaviour  and  efficiency  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  President.  It  is 
now  proposed  by  this  Bill  to  abolish  the  office 
of  President,  and  to  declare  that  the  President 
■hall  cease  to  hold  such  office.  It  is  further 
proposed  by  this  Bill  that  the  present  occupant 
of  the  office— Mr.  Watson— shall  be  ofiered, 
'*  without  prejudice,**  what  is  called  '*  two 
years'  salary,'*  and  that,  in  the  event  of  this 
offer  being  rejected,  he  is  to  have  the  ri^ht  to 
go  to  some  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction 
with  a  view  to  recovering  damages.  Now,  I 
understand  the  idea  of  the  Government  is  that 
he  shall  be  offered  a  sum  of  £4,500.    It  is  no- 


where so  stated  in  the  Bill,  but  that  has  been 
the  assumption.  I  presume  I  am  right  in 
that? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  payment  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Government. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No,  the  Government 
substitute  throughout  the  bank  for  the  Crown 
in  the  matter ;  but  the  bank  will  be  directed 
by  the  statute  what  to  do.  As  I  was  saying, 
the  idea  of  the  Government  is  that,  in  the  pro-f 
ceedings  at  law  which  Mr.  Watson  may  take, 
if  he  reject  the  offer,  he  shall  not  be  able  to 
refer  to  a  salary  of  £2,250  a  year  as  the  mea- 
sure of  his  damage,  but  be  left  to  a  general 
claim  for  wrongful  dismissal.  If  this  be  so, 
the  reference  I  have  alluded  to,  to  *'  two  years* 
salary,**  would  probably  be  found  to  defeat  the 
object  of  the  Government,  by  affording  evi- 
dence that  the  foundation  of  the  claim  for 
damages  should  be  remuneration  at  the  rate  of 
£2,250  a  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  the  honourable  member 
will  allow  me  to  explain,  I  understand  the 
clause  to  be  this :  that  the  Board  of  Directors 
are  to  offer  Mr.  Watson,  without  prejudice,  an 
amount  equal  to  two  years'  salary.  If  he 
refuses,  then  there  is  no  offer,  and  he  has  to 
go  to  a  Court  and  recover  what  he  can. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  quite  aware 
of  that.  Let  me  endeavour  to  make  this  clear. 
It  is  a  point  which  mieht  elude  one  at  first 
sight,  but  will  probably  be  worth  setting  right. 
The  Bill  proposes  to  abolish  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent, and  with  it,  of  course,  its  present  ocon- 
pant.  Now,  the  effect  of  these  provisions  is  to 
annul  absolutely  the  whole  of  the  transactions 
leading  up  to  and  including  the  appointment 
and  its  present  rights,  and  to  substitute  the 
basis  of  a  new  claim,  so  that  there  would  be  no 
salary  to  refer  to  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing what,  in  the  course  of  the  prooeedings  for 
wrongful  dismissal,  would  be  a  measure  of  the 
claim,  which  in  such  a  case  would  probably 
depend  on  the  question  as  to  what  such  an 
office  might  reasonably  be  considered  to  be 
worth.  Yet  the  wording  of  that  part  of  the  clause 
which  refers  to  the  offer  to  be  made  as  one  of 
"  two  years*  salary  "  might  supply  the  very  proof 
that  would  otherwise  be  absent.  The  better 
course  would  be  to  mention  a  specific  sum,  foe 
if  Mr.  Watson  is  to  take  his  claim  into  Court, 
as  we  may  assume  for  the  moment  he  will  do, 
then  he  would  have  the  right  to  refer  to  this 
provision  as  an  offer  made  after  the  abolition 
of  the  office,  indicating  the  measure  of  damage 
be  would  claim  to  recover — namely,  at  the  rate 
of  £2,250  a  year.  It  would  be  no  matter  that 
the  Act  stipulated  the  offer  was  to  be  made 
"  without  prejudice."  A  public  statute  cannot 
be  treated  as  **  without  prejudice."  The  offer 
itself  might  not  be  quoted  as  an  admission,  but 
the  fact  of  the  statute  proceeding  upon  the  basis 
of  annual  salary  at  an  ascertainable  amount 
could  be  quoted.  It  would  be  no  use  for  the 
bank  to  say,  "  It  is  true  Mr.  Watson  has  been 
removed  from  an  office  which  he  is  deemed  to 
have  been  appointed  to  by  the  bank,  but  there 
is  no  salary  attachable  to  that  office,  because  it 
has  been  abolished.'*    Mr.  Watson  could  reply, 
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"It  is  (rue  an  offer  has  been  made  to  me 
wbioh  I  cannot  rely  'on  as  an  admission  of 
liability  to  the  extent  of  £4,600,  but  it  was  an 
offer  whiob,  after  the  abolition  of  my  office, 
assumed  a  salary  amounting  to  £2,250  per 
Annum." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  was  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Millar. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Yes;  and  that  amend- 
ment would  have  had  the  effect,  beyond  any 
doubt,  of  giving  a  foundation  for  a  claim  at  the 
rate  of  £2,250  a  year.  At  the  time  that  amend- 
ment was  moved  I  suggested  to  the  Premier  he 
ought  not  to  accept  it  for  that  very  reason. 
What  that  amendment  would  have  plainly  ef- 
fected, this  provision  as  to  "  two  years'  salary  " 
would  probably  be  held  to  do  by  inference.  If 
the  Premier  looks  a  little  closer  into  the  matter 
be  will  see  that  if  be  allows  the  clause  to  stand 
as  it  is  now  he  will  afford  the  very  proof  he 
refused  to  allow  in  declining  the  amendment 
referring  to  the  salary  attachable  to  the  office  of 
President  at  £2,250  per  annum.  So  as  to  place 
the  matter  beyond  doubt,  and  leave  Mr.  Watson, 
if  he  goes  to  Court,  to  recover  what  a  jury  might 
consider  reasonable  in  the  circumstances,  with- 
out being  faced  with  a  reference  in  the  statute 
to  an  allowance  at  the  rate  of  £2,250  a  year,  it 
would  be  better  to  insert  in  the  clause  words  to 
the  effect  that  the  offer  to  be  made  by  the  bank 
shall  be  a  specific  sum  of  money,  and  not  to 
refer  to  salary,  whether  for  one  year  or  two 
yeckrs.  If  the  clause  be  retained  as  it  is  now  it 
will  supply  the  very  proof 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  say  that  is  wanted  in 
fairness  to  Mr.  Watson  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No;  in  fairness  to  the 
bank,  which  is  only  another  name  for  the 
colony.  At  present  it  is  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Watson,  as  indicating  that  he  is  to  be  offered  a 
sum  equal  to  two  years'  salary — which  cannot 
be  denied  id  now  £2,250  per  annum— instead  of 
atating  a  particular  sum  without  reference  to 
any  salckry.  Passing  from  this,  which  may  be 
considered  a  point  of  somewhat  extreme  tech- 
nicality, but  still  important  in  itself,  I  would 
refer  to  the  subsequent  portions  of  clause  6 
—  those  which  indicate  what  may  happen 
if  the  offer  be  not  accepted.  In  the  first 
place,  I  would  point  out  that,  assuming  the 
language  of  subclause  (a)  not  to  be  altered  as 
I  have  suggested,  the  probability  is  that  a 
judgment  for  some  considerable  sum  may 
be  expected  to  follow  as  a  matter  of  course, 
unless  the  new  Board  of  Directors  are  re- 
quired by  the  Act  to  raise  as  a  defence  the 
question  as  to  whether  **  good  behaviour 
and  efficiency "  have  marked  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Watson  in  his  position  as  President. 
We  have  had  Mr.  Watson  asking  by  circular  to 
be  heard  as  to  certain  accounts  which  he  says 
recent  events  enable  him  to  speak  upon  without 
the  reserve  he  felt  bound  by  when  examined  be- 
fore the  Banking  Committee  in  1896.  I  do  not 
understand  what  circumstances  can  possibly 
alter  the  conditions  which  he  says  imposed 
silence  upon  him  as  a  banker  two  or  three 
years  ago,  but  that  is  his  business.  I  have 
never  disguised  my  opinion  that  the  appoint- 
Mr.  Q,  HutchMon 


ment  of  Mr.  Watson  was  a  great  mistake,  and 
I  firmly  believe  that  it  is  most  desirable— the 
Premier  says  as  a  matter  of  policy,  and  I 
would  say  in  addition  as  a  matter  of  practice 
— that  Mr.  Watson  should  be  irelieved  of  hlB 
position  as  President.  The  transactions  as 
disclosed  in  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Banking 
Committee  of  1896  with  reference  to  those 
accounts  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Watson's  circular  are 
sufficient,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  prove  that 
he  has  not  been  of  good  behaviour  or  efficient 
in  his  character  of  President.  But  he  says, 
now,  that  he  can  explain  how  he  acted  with 
reference  to  those  accounts.  If  he  were  to  be 
heard  it  would,  of  course,  be  only  proper  that 
the  other  directors  who  differed  from  him 
should  also  be  heard.  At  present  the  evidence 
is  against  him,  and  until  displaced  must  not 
be  held  to  be  weakened  by  his  mere  suggestion 
that  he  can  now  give  other  evidence.  He  had 
his  opportunity  three  years  ago  of  explaining 
his  conduct,  and  declined  then  to  do  so,  and  for 
reasons  that  may  have  appeared  to  him  at  the 
time  suffitsient,  but  the  risk  of  which  he  took 
and  must  abide  by  until  he  makes  another 
opportunity ;  but  he  takes  no  step  except  to  say 
he  wishes  to  come.  But  his  conduct  as  dis- 
closed by  the  evidence  before  the  Committee  of 
1896  is  not  all  that  is  available  on  the  question 
as  to  whether  Mr.  Watson  has  been  of  good 
behaviour  and  efficient  as  a  banker.  If  I  have 
time  I  should  like  to  refer  to  the  last  balance- 
sheet  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  which  has 
been  placed  before  this  House,  to  indicate,  as  I 
think  clearly,  that  he  has  been  far  from  efficient 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  head  of  that 
institution.  My  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  haa 
already  drawn  attention  to  the  item  which 
appears  in  each  of  the  three  last  annual 
balance  -  sheets  as  '*  assets  in  liquidation  " 
in  connection  with  the  Estates  Company's 
Debenture  Conversion  Account.  This  is,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  a  fictitious  item.  I  will 
refer  later  on  to  the  treatment  of  the  item  in 
the  last  balance-sheet,  made  up  to  the  diet 
March  last,  and  first  of  all  deal  particularly 
with  what  appears  from  this  balance-sheet  as  the 
profit  for  the  year.  Perhaps  honourable  mem- 
Ders,  looking  at  the  balance-sheet,  which  has 
been  before  them  for  some  weeks,  may  have 
formed  the  opinion  from  it  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank  had  become  wonderfully 
efficient,  because  the  net  profit  for  the  last 
year  appears  to  be  so  precisely  ascertained  as  to 
include  a  penny.  The  exactitude  which,  deal- 
ing with  round  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
pounds,  comes  down  to  one  penny  is  surely 
calculated  to  convey  the  impression  of  supreme 
discrimination.  How  marvellously  accurate 
the  Board  mast  have  been  in  arriving  at  the 
net  profits  of  a  large  business  extendmg  over 
twelve  months  so  as  to  bring  the  balance 
down  to  a  single  penny— no  shillings,  and  only 
one  penny  1  But,  however  impressed  we  might 
have  been  by  the  printed  balance-sheet,  a  new 
light  wfts  thrown  on  it  by  the  explanations 
which  Mr.  Watson  gave  the  shareholders  the 
other  day.    He  stated  that  the  gross  profits  for 
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the  year  were  £121, 000— nothing  there  about 
odd  pounds,  nothing  about  shillings,  and  nothing 
about  penoe,  but  just  a  round  sum  of  £121,000. 
There  is  no  mention  of  such  an  amount  in  the 
published  balance-sheet.  There  the  net  profits 
are  represented  as  £92,400  Os.  Id.  How  has 
this  been  arrived  at?  No  explanation  was 
offered  to  the  shareholders ;  but  a  simple  sum 
in  fikrithmetic  gives  the  difference  between  the 
gross  and  net  profits  as  £28,599  198.  lid.  This, 
again,  has  to  be  analysed ;  and  it  appears  that 
in  this  amount  is  £10,132  98.  5d.  by  which  the 
fictitious  item  just  referred  to  in  connection 
with  the  Estates  Company  has  been  written 
<dowD,  leaving  the  amount  provided  for  **  bad 
and  doubtful  debts  "  and  other  incidentals  as 
£18,466  10s.  fid.  First  of  all,  as  to  the  amount 
by  which  the  Estates  Company  Debenture 
Account  has  been  written  down,  the  Premier 
told  OS  the  other  night  that  this  had  been  done 
for  the  purpose  of  depriving  the  shareholders  of 
a  payment  which  would  otherwise  have  bad  to 
be  made  to  them  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  call 
recently  subscribed  on  their  reserve  liability. 
Whether  such  an  extraordinary  proceeding  was 
for  the  purpose  mentioned  I  cannot  say,  but 
that  was  the  Premier's  statement. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said,  if  nothing  was  written 
•dovni,  according  to  the  interpretation  given  by 
the  bank's  solicitors  they  would  have  no  option 
but  to  pay  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  to  the 
shareholders. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.—Exactly  so  ;  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  distribution  of  a 
dividend  to  the  shareholders  the  directors 
wrote  down  this  fictitious  item,  which  strictly 
should  not  be  there  at  all,  and  in  doing  so 
bad  recourse  to  odd  shillings,  and  again  to 
odd  pence,  the  exact  sum  so  written  off  being 
£10,132  98.  5d.,  leaving  now  the  sum  of 
£58,312  10s.  7d.  as  an  asset  represented  by  the 
Estate  Company's  Conversion  Account — a  pal- 
pably manufactured  reduction  and  a  palpably 
manufactured  balance,  the  whole  thing  being 
fictitious — fictitious  in  the  first  instance,  but 
left  to  stand  as  indicating  a  profit  which  never 
-existed,  and  now  manipulated  to  prevent  a 
dividend  being  paid.  Then,  as  to  the  amount 
— £18,466  10s.  6d. — which  we  now,  some  con- 
aiderable  time  after  the  issue  of  the  balance- 
Bheet,  are  able  to  locate  as  representing  the 
**  bad  and  doubtful  debts  "  for  the  year,  how 
are  we  to  consider  this?  Can  it,  with  its  affec- 
tation of  exactness  in  dealing  with  shillings 
and  pence,  be  accepted  as  a  true  indication  of 
the  position  of  the  bank  as  to  its  losses  on  the 
year's  transactions?  Hear  on  this  subject 
what  Mr.  Watson  has  to  say,  and  one  must  be 
divided  between  admiration  for  his  candour 
and  wonder  at  his  assurance.  He  stated  to  the 
meeting  of  shareholders  held  on  the  4th  of  this 
month, — 

"  The  net  profit— £74,900  Os.  Id.  [^hat  is, 
after  allowing  for  bad  and  doubtful  debts,  and 
iB17,600  for  twelve  months'  dividend  on  the 
preferential  shares  held  by  the  Government]  — 
is  arrived  at  by  writing  off  the  surplus  to  the 
Debenture  Account  [already  referred  to]  so  as 
to  leave  the  exact  amount  due  to  the  Assets 


Board— namely,  £50,000  payment  for  the  year, 
and  £24,900  Os.  Id.  arrears  in  full  from  tne 
previous  year." 

So  that  the  amounts  requiring  to  be  paid  to  the 
Government  as  represented  by  the  Assets  Board 
and  the  preferred  shares  are  first  ascertained, 
and  the  other  figures  filled  in  to  suit.  If  the 
amounts  payable  for  the  special  charges  re- 
ferred to  had  been  more  or  less  than  those 
requiring  to  be  met,  the  other  figures  would 
presumably  have  been  altered  so  as  to  leave 
nothing — even  to  a  penny — over.  Thus  we 
have  a  profit  made  to  order.  Such  a  balance- 
sheet  is  thoroughly  artificial,  and  not  to  be  de- 
pended on  for  a  moment.  It  is  as  bad  as  some 
of  those  which  preceded  the  scandal  of  1894, 
if  not  worse.  There  may  be  individual  directors 
who  dissented  from  this  bogus  balance-sheet, 
but,  whoever  they  are,  there  is  at  any  rate  one 
who  is  responsible,  and  that  is  the  man  who 
holds  the  power  of  veto — the  President.  He 
did  not  exercise  his  power  of  veto  to  prevent 
such  a  fabricated  balance-sheet  being  published, 
and,  if  there  were  no  other  grounds,  on  that 
ground  alone  he  forfeits  any  claim  on  the  colony 
for  even  a  single  shilling  as  compensation 
for  an  office  he   has    already   held    too  long. 

QQQ  I  have  already  referred  generally  to  the 
grounds  which  appeared  to  the  Bank- 
ing Committee  of  1896  as  sufficient  to  justify 
the  abolition  of  the  office  of  President  as  a 
means  of  removing  Mr.  Watson  from  the  bank. 
Now,  Sir,  he  has  himself  given  proof  of  other 
than  "good  behaviour,"  and  of  his  lack  of 
"  efficiency  "  in  the  proper  sense  of  banking,  if, 
as  I  maintain,  the  issue  of  true  or  mislead- 
ing balance-sheets  be  a  test  of  efficiency.  If  it 
were  necessary  to  refer  to  further  grounds 
against  Mr.  Watson,  I  need  only  remind 
honourable  members  of  some  of  the  incidents 
reluctantly  revealed  in  the  course  of  the 
evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  of  1896. 
There  is  the  fact  that  throughout  the  ne- 
gotiations for  the  purchase  of  the  Colonial 
Bank,  which  began  immediately  after  the 
two-million  guarantee  Act  of  1894,  and  were 
continued  in  the  face  of  the  prohibition  of  Par- 
liament down  to  their  culmination  after  the 
three-million  guarantee  Act  of  1895,  he  was  an 
active  partisan  of  the  selling  bank,  although 
during  the  whole  of  that  time  he  occupied  the 
position  of  President  of  the  purchasing  bank. 
That  was,  in  effect,  the  evidence  of  two  of 
the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
I  am  not  refering  to  anything  incapable  of 
proof.  In  conducting  these  negotiations  Mr. 
Watson  strained  every  point  against  the  bank 
of  which  he  was  President  in  favour  of  the  bank 
with  which  he  had  been  so  long  associated,  and 
for  the  miserable  position  of  which  he  was,  at 
least  to  some  extent,  responsible.  And  there 
was  the  agreement  of  purchase  which  had  to  be 
approved  by  Parliament.  In  that  agreement 
was  the  notorious  "  C  "  list.  I  am  not  going  in 
this  connection  to  make  any  reference  which 
might  be  considered  offensive  to  any  one  either 
inside  this  House  or  outside  this  House,  but  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  "  C  "  list  is 
now  known    to    have    been  devised   for  par- 
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poses  of  deception,  so  as  to  get,  if  possible, 
certain  aocoonts  taken  over  by  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  or  by  some  other  bank  by 

gutting  them  in  the  most  favourable  aspect, 
uch  is  the  only  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
from  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  directors 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  of  some  of 
the  directors  also  of  the  Colonial  Bank  when 
before  the  Committees  of  this  Parliament. 
I  say,  any  man  who  was  responsible  for  these 
things  and  for  such  a  balance-sheet  as  issued  so 
recently  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  of  '*  good 
behaviour  "  or  to  have  acted  with  **  efficiency  "  in 
his  office,  and  is  therefore  not  entitled  to  receive 
any  recompense  whatever  for  the  abolition  of 
the  office  he  has  so  unworthily  occupied.  And 
yet  that  same  man  will  practically  have  little 
or  no  difficulty  in  recovering  some  large  sum 
from  the  bank — which  really  means  the  tax- 
payers of  the  colony— unless  the  directors  of 
the  bank  to  be  appointed  under  the  Bill  we 
are  now  considering,  if  passed  into  law,  be 
required  to  raise  the  issue  as  to  whether  he 
was  of  "  good  behaviour  "  and  *'  efficient,"  and 
shall  further  be  required  to  support  that  plea 
by  reference  to  the  records  which  are,  or  ought 
to  be,  foimd  in  the  bank.  Unless  this  be  done 
it  is  simply  a  farce  to  pass  this  legislation 
affecting  Mr.  Watson.  If  he  declines  the  ofter 
proposed  to  be  made  him,  whatever  it  may  be, 
ana  goes  into  Court  on  the  circumstances  indi- 
cated by  this  Bill  as  it  now  stands,  then  no 
defence  the  directors  are  likely,  if  left  to 
themselves,  to  raise  will  stand  in  the  way 
of  a  substantial  judgment.  Mr.  Watson 
will  be  enabled,  in  short,  to  form  a  triumphal 
procession  through  the  Court.  In  the  cir- 
oumsianoes  it  is  surely  the  duty  of  Par- 
liament to  insist  that  the  whole  question  as 
to  his  conduct  in  the  office  of  President  shall 
be  raised  and  contested.  Depend  upon  it,  if 
Mr.  Watson  declines  the  offer  proposed  to  be 
made  him,  and  goes  into  Court,  sucn  a  defence 
as  I  have  indicated  would  be  found  to  amply 
justify  a  radical  change  in  the  management  of 
the  bank.  In  the  Supreme  Court  there  will  be 
no  privilege  for  Mr.  Watson  or  anybody  else  to 
object  to  answer  questions.  There  will  be  no 
farce  there  as  occurred  before  the  Banking  Com- 
mittee, of  the  imposition  of  a  fine  of  £500,  to  be 
paid  out  of  some  special  account  to  the  credit 
of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  Every  such 
flimsy  pretext  will  be  swept  aside,  and  there 
Mr.  Watson  and  every  other  witness  will  be 
bound  to  answer  or  run  the  risk  of  being  com- 
mitted, not  to  some  luxurious  habitation  such 
as  is  supposed  to  exist  in  the  precincts  of  these 
buildings,  but  to  a  far  less  desirable  place  of 
correction.  For  these  reasons,  Sir,  I  think  it 
is  incumbent  on  the  Government,  If  they  are 
earnest  in  the  matter,  to  take  the  necessary 
■teps  to  have  these  issues  raised. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Will  you  move  it? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Yes ;  I  intended  to 
do  so.  Here,  Sir,  is  the  amendment  I  was  pre- 
pared to  move  if  I  had  the  opportunity  ;  but,  as 
has  been  ruled  by  you,  if  the  amendment  of 
fhe  honourable  member  for  Biocarton  be  re- 
jected, as  no  doubt  it  would  be,  I  shall  have  no 
Mr,  G.  HutckUon 


opportunity  of  moving  mine.  I  was,  and  am, 
prepared  on  any  opportunity  that  may  present 
itself  to  move  to  amend  section  6  by  striking 
out  in  subclause  (2),  (a),  the  words  *'  a  sum  equal 
to  two  years'  salary,"  with  the  view  of  insert- 
ing "£2,250."  That,  of  course,  would  only 
indicate  the  equivalent  of  one  year's  salary, 
as  at  present  paid  to  Mr.  Watson,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  more  we  ought  not  to  offer. 
Indeed,  I  consider  we  are  generous  in  offering 
that,  but  I  am  anxious  that  no  possible  charge 
of  meanness  should  lie  against  Parliament. 
We  are  abolishing  the  office  on  what  I 
consider  good  and  sufficient  grounds.  If 
the  prospect  ,of  a  contested  claim  be  before 
him  such  as  I  have  indicated,  I  believe  we 
would  hear  nothing  more  from  Mr.  Watson 
than  the  acceptance  of  the  offer,  whatever  it 
may  be ;  but  let  us  be  magnanimous  and  offer 
some  amount.  And,  for  the  purpose  of  insur- 
ing a  proper  trial,  if  for  any  reason  the  offer 
were  rejected  I  would  move  a  further  amend- 
ment by  adding  the  following  words :  **  It 
shall  be  incumbent  on  the  bank  in  such 
proceedings  to  plead  and  support,  as  far  as 
possible,  a  plea  which  will  raise  the  issue  as  to 
whether  the  President  has  been  of  good  be- 
haviour and  efficiency  in  his  office." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  provided  for  in  sub- 
clause (d). 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Bead  subsection  (2),  (d), 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Subsection  (2),  (d), 
reads,  "  In  such  proceedings  the  bank  shall 
be  entitled  to  set  up  any  defence  that  would  be 
available  in  an  action  for  damages  for  wrong- 
ful dismissal."  You  will  observe  that  the 
bank  would  be  **  entitled "  to  raise  such  a 
defence,  but  it  would  not  be  bound  to  do  eo  ; 
and  I  tckke  leave  to  say  that  the  Board  would 
not  do  it  unless  compelled. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Do  you  mean,  we  should 
strike  that  out  and  say  they  shall  do  it  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  would  direct  them 
to  do  it.  If  Mr.  Watson,  in  the  face  of  suoh  a 
defence,  goes  into  Court,  and  if  the  plea  truly 
fails,  he  would  be  entitled  to  substantial 
damages.  If  the  plea  were  supported  he  would 
get  nothing.  And  less  than  the  contesting  of 
such  an  issue  would  be  unsatisfactory  to  the 
colony.  I  believe  that  a  change  from  the  pre- 
sent administration  of  the  bank  is  essential  to 
the  establishment  of  a  sound  business,  such  as 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  follow  if  we  will 
only  abstain  from  further  interference  until 
such  time  as  we  can  get  rid  of  our  connection 
with  it  altogether.  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill,  although  there  are 
many  points  in  it  I  should  like  to  see  al teredo 
and  especially  those  I  have  been  referring  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  consider  them. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  believe  the  position 
is  such  as  to  demand  a  change.  The  Premier 
has  given  us  reasons  which  are  worse  than  no 
reasons  at  all,  because  they  are  evidently  not 
the  true  reasons.  He  has  said,  as  a  matter  of 
policy  there  ought  to  be  a  change,  and  I  agree 
with  him.    1  only  regret  that  he  did  not  take 
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bis  stand  on  snoh  general  ground,  without 
attempting  to  give  instances  whioh  were 
clearly  inaaequate.  That  good  reasons  for  the 
ehange  exist  I  most  firmly  believe,  and  that 
they  may  be  overcome  by  the  exercise  of  wise 
reform  I  do  most  earnestly  hope. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin  Oity). 
— Sir,  I  do  not  propose  to  traverse  the  entire 
ground  covered  by  the  Bill  on  this  question, 
because  the  present  does  not  appear  to  be  the 
proper  occasion.  That  opportunity  we  shall 
nave  later  on,  upon  the  motion  for  the  third 
reading.  I  do  not  know  when  the  Premier  pro- 
poses to  take  the  third  reading,  but,  whether  to- 
night or  later,  the  opportunity  of  traversing  the 
whole  scope  of  the  Bill  will  be  presented  to  us. 
I  wish  to  confine  myself,  for  the  most  part,  to 
the  amendment  which  has  been  proposed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Ricoarton.  And 
before  doing  so,  Sir,  I  may  say  that,  while  a 
good  deal  of  what  has  fallen  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  I  agree  with,  there'  is 
abo  a  good  deal  he  has  said  with  which  I  can- 
not but  disagree.  For  instance,  the  honourable 
member  appeared  to  me  to  consider  it  a  strong 
point  that  in  the  statement  of  net  profit  in 
the  balance-sheet  of  the  bfluik  there  hap- 
pened to  be  an  odd  penny.  I  do  not  pro- 
fess to  be  an  accountant  or  specially  to  be 
a  financier;  but  it  does  appear  to  me  that 
the  argument  he  founded  upon  that  fact  was 
not  only  erroneous  but  positively  childish. 
We  all  now  that  the  minutest  sum  must  come 
out  in  a  balance-sheet,  that  it  is  inevitable  it 
should  do  BO,  and  that  if  a  penny  is  wrong  that 

?Bnny  may  represent  many  thousands  wrong. 
he  truth  is  that  the  bank,  after  paying  in- 
terest on  preferred  shares  and  writing  off  bad 
debto,  haa  a  sum  of  £85,032  9s.  6d.  to  deal 
with,  and  the  question  was  how  to  deal  with  it. 
It  owed  a  statutor^r  sum  of  £74,900  Os.  Id. 
to  the  Assets  Realisation  Board.  That  sum 
it  paid — which  accounts  for  the  penny— and 
the  balance  it  employed  in  writing  down  the 
debenture-cost  by  £10,132  98.  5d.  It  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  there  is  anything  un- 
QBual  in  that.  Now  I  come  to  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Bieoarton.  The  Premier  has  said  that  equal 
representation  between  the  shareholders  and 
the  Government  would  be  treason  to  the 
•olonv.  If  that  is  the  case  I  would  like  to 
aak  this  question :  Why  did  the  Premier  rest 
content  during  these  years  while  the  colony 
had  five  millions  behind  the  bank— why  did  he 
rest  oontent  with  a  representation  whioh 
involved  only  the  President  and' one  director? 

Mr.  SBDDON.— With  a  vetoing  power. 

Air.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— *<  With  a 
vetoing  power."  He  values  the  veto  now ;  but 
what  did  he  say  or  imply  when  he  brought 
forward  this  Bill?  That  the  vetoing  power 
was  not  worth  anything  at  all — that  the  colony 
had  practically  no  control  over  the  bank.  Now 
he  i^peacs  to  think  the  vetoing  power  was  of 
quite  extraordinary  value. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— So  it  was. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Wen,  the 
hooouftble  member  has  discovered  it  very  late  | 
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in  the  day.  And  if  the  vetoing  power  is  of  so 
much  value,  why  has  he  not  retained  it  in  the 
present  Bill  ?  It  was  not  necessary  to  retain 
the  President ;  but,  if  the  veto  was  necessary 
in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  why  abolish  it 
and  demand  an  increase  of  directors  ?  Previous 
to  this  he  remained  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  liability  of  the  bank  to  the  colony ;  when 
the  interests  of  the  colony  were  exactly  the 
same  as  they  are  now  he  was  oontent  with  one 
director  and  a  President  with  the  power  of 
veto.  Now  he  contends  that  three  directors 
woald  not  be  enough.  Bat  what  has  been  the 
result  of  the  bank's  management  with  the  veto- 
ing power  in  the  hands  of  the  President  and 
with  one  director  representing  the  colony? 
The  argument  of  the  honourable  member 
himself  from  the  very  beginning  is  that  it 
has  been  successful;  that  under  the  form  of 
constitution  which  he  now  wants  to  abolish 
the  bank  has  flourished.  And  to  a  certain 
extent  I  am  bound  to  confess  it  has  flourished. 
And  I  desire  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea — who  appears 
now  to  fasten  his  eyes  upon  one  clause  of  the 
Bill  alone — ^that  containing  the  abolition  of  the 
President — caring  apparently  very  little  for  any- 
thing else — I  will  draw  his  attention  to  the 
actual  facts  presented  to  us  for  the  year  under 
the  constitution  as  it  has  existed  for  some 
years.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  bank 
has  paid  interest  upon  the  two  millions  of  the 
colony*s  guaranteed  stock  ? 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  so. 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  so,  as 
the  honourable  member  says.  Is  it  or  is  it  not 
a  fact  that  it  has  paid  interest  on  the  colony*s 
preferred  shares? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  should  it  not  do  so, 
when  it  gets  £92,000  paid  in  ? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— You  mean  the 
£92,000  from  the  Assets  Board  ? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly. 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Of  whioh  it 
had  by  statute  to  return  £74,900.  Is  it  or  is 
it  not  a  fact  that  it  has  paid  the  yearly  £50,000 
to  the  Assets  Board  ? 
An  Hon.  Mxmbeb. — Yes. 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  so.  I 
am  now  pressing  home  the  fact  that  the  Pre- 
mier wants  to  abolish  the  constitution  whioh 
he  himself,  when  it  suits  him,  declares  to  have 
been  followed  by  very  beneficial  results  to  the 
bank  and  to  the  colony.  Later,  on  the  third 
reading,  I  shall  deal  with  the  curious  fact  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  never  told  us 
why — has  never  offered  us  the  smallest  reason 
why — we  should  do  so,  except  the  tattle  of  the 
street.  "  The  man  in  the  street,*'  he  told  us 
when  he  introduced  the  Bill,  said  that  the 
bank  was  not  properly  managed.  That  m 
what  he  said  last  year.  This  is  a  suspended 
Bill,  and  he  probably  forgets  what  he  said  last 
year.  With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  tri- 
fling  complaints,  which  I  shall  deal  with  on  the 
thira  reaaing,  be  has  not  vouchsafed  us  one 
solitary  reason  why  the  constitution  of  the 
bank,  upon  which  the  colony  has  hung  five 
millions  of  its  money,  should  be  upset. 
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An  Hon.  Membbb. — No ;  bat  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  has  just  done  so. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAOKENZIE.— He  gave  us 
some  reasons  tvhy,  in  his  opinion,  the  President 
should  go;  but  that  is  another  phase  of  the 
question.  I  am  not  ooncerned  so  much  for 
individuals.  I  am  studying  the  colony.  I  do 
not  08kre  a  straw  whether  Mr.  Watson  goes  or 
stays,  provided  he  is  fairly  dealt  with.  The 
utmost  I  say  is,  that  if  the  man  has  done  well 
he  ought  to  stay  ;  if  he  has  done  ill,  or  betrayed 
the  colony  in  any  way,  he  ought  to  go,  and  in 
that  case  we  should  give  him  nothing.  There 
13  another  point  too.  The  proverbial  red- 
herring,  about  which  we  hear  so  much,  has 
been  drawn  across  the  scent,  throughout  the 
entire  debate  from  last  session  to  this:  in 
discussing  the  character  and  deeds,  good,  bad, 
or  indifferent,  of  Mr.  Watson,  we  are  inclined 
to  forget  the  fact  that  the  Government  must 
take  the  entire  responsibility  for  the  bank 
business  from  beginning  to  end.  We  have 
never  heard  about  the  mistakes  which  they 
have  committed.  If  Mr.  Watson  is  so  bad, 
why  did  they  appoint  him  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  never  found  me  shirk 
responsibility  yet. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  not  so 
sure ;  I  have  seen  something  approaching  to 
shirking  within  the  last  week.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  oufzht  to  have  given  evidence 
before  the  Police  Commission,  and  I  do  not 
think  he  gave  it.  That  looks  uncommonly  like 
shirking.  The  honourable  member  ought  to 
have  taken  the  rci^ponsibility  for  his  police 
administration,  and  he  left  it  to  three  func- 
tionaries— two  of  them  subordinate  officers  of 
the  Government — to  decide  whether  he  had 
administered  it  rightly  or  otherwise.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  some  years  ago, 
had  a  question  to  decide  in  connection  with 
appointments  to  the  Upper  House,  and  he  sent 
it  to  the  Colonial  Office  in  London  to  decide  it 
for  him.  There  also  he  shirked  responsibility. 
I  could  go  on  for  a  whole  evening  giving  in- 
stances in  which  the  Premier  has  in 'the  most 
deliberate  way  thrown  the  responsibility  off  his 
own  shoulders  and  placed  it  on  those  of  any 
person  he  could  discover  to  bear  the  burden  for 
the  time  being. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  take  the  responsibility  of 
having  succeeded  in  putting  you  off  the  track. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— You  have,  sir 
—  you  have  put  me  off  the  track ;  and  that 
is  about  the  only  good  thing  you  have  done  in 
this  debate. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  has  put  you  on  a 
better  track. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  what  I 
say.  I  will  now  return  to  where  I  left  off. 
The  honourable  member  wants  to  overturn  the 
constitution  of  the  bank,  and  yet  he  says  the 
original  constitution  has  been  most  successful, 
because  the  bank  has  flourished.  I  have  pointed 
out  that  the  bank  has  met  all  its  engage- 
ments— I  never  expected  it  to  meet  them  ;  and 
I  am  delighted  that  the  prospect  seems  a  little 
better,  for  I  would  rather  see  the  bank  flourish 
than  make  a  point  against  the  Government.  I 


What  I  have  stated  has  been  done  by  the  bank 
during  the  current  year  under  the  old  direotoiy 
—one  director  nominated  by  the  Crown,  and 
the  President,  endowed  with  the  power  of  veto, 
nominated  by  the  Grown.  These  are  the  fruils 
of  that  constitution ;  and  yet  the  Premier,  with- 
out a  solitary  word  of  explanation,  comes  down 
with  a  dark  mysterious  Bill — a  Bill  with  an 
atmosphere  of  thick  darkness  surrounding  it— 
and  wants  to  overturn  it  all.  Now,  why  does 
he  want  to  overturn  it?  That  is  a  question 
which  has  never  yet  been  decided.  We  have 
not  got  the  data  before  us  to  decide  it,  but  it 
has  not  to  be  forgotten  that  in  the  Bill  as 
it  originally  came  down  there  was  a  large 
amount  of  patronage  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  Let  it  be  remembered 
there  were  to  be  nine  directors  originally; 
that  five  of  them  were  to  be  appointeri 
by  the  Crown,  three  of  whom  were  to  be 
located  in  the  North  Island  and  two  in  the 
South,  who  were  supposed  to  run  backwards 
and  forwards  Co  Wellington  once  a  month. 
They  .would  be  doing  nothing  else.  But  these 
were  the  original  proposals  of  the  Bill,  and 
had  they  been  carried  they  would  obviously 
have  placed  a  large  amount  of  patronage  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government ;  and  I  need  not  re- 
mind honourable  members  that  the  prospect  of 
patronage  never  fails  to  exercise  a  great  fasci- 
nation over  them.  That  and  the  desire  to  get 
rid  of  Mr.  Watson — for  no  other  reason  ap- 
parently than  that  he  is  unpopular  with 
persons  outside — seems  to  have  supplied  the 
main  motive  for  the  Bill.  The  Premier  asks 
us  in  an  extremely  alarmed  and  anxious  tone  of 
voice,  "  Why  should  the  bank  shareholders  have 
the  same  representation  that  the  colony  has, 
with  its  millions  behind  the  bank  ?  "  That 
sounds  very  plausible ;  but  there  is  another  side 
to  the  question.  We  can,  at  least,  depend  upon 
the  class  of  director  that  the  bank  shareholders 
will  elect,  because  their  individual  pecuniary 
interest  is  at  stake— their  own  interest;  but 
when  it  comes  to  four  appointments  made  by 
the  Premier,  I  ask  this  House — and  I  do  so. 
Sir,  with  a  sense  of  responsibility  upon  me  in 
the  matter— I  ask  this  House,  can  we  equally 
depend  upon  the  class  of  men  that  the  Govern- 
ment may  put  in  now  they  have  the  right  to 
nominate  four  ?  What  warrant  have  we  to  sup- 
pose they  will  necessarily  put  in  good  men? 
Let  us  look  at  the  past.  Let  us  look  even  al 
the  Bench  of  Judges.  I  wish  to  say  no  more, 
for  very  obvious  reasons;  but  can  the  House, 
recalling  an  appointment  made  some  years  ago, 
be  satisfied  that  politics  have  never  entered 
into  BO  important  a  matter  as  the  filling  of  the 
Supreme  Court  Bench  ?  Then,  is  it  not  an  im- 
portant thing  that  the  Upper  House  should 
be  filled — ^looking  to  the  important  functions 
its  members  have  to  perform  —  with  a  good 
stamp  of  men  ?  Is  it  not  of  the  highest  im- 
portance that  they  should  be  men  of  parlia- 
mentary experience,  and  who  have  given  some 
sort  of  guarantee  that  they  had  the  confidence 
of  particular  districts  in  the  colony?  What 
was  the  character  of  the  appointments  made 
quite  recently  ?    I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything 
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-Abouk  the  indWiduals ;  I  do  not  wish  to  nttei  a 
wlitary  word  against  them;  I  am  one  of  the 
first  to  extend  the  hand  of  good-fellowship  to 
any  one  appointed  to  that  Ohamber :  but  the 
pertinent  question  is,  Were  they  appointed  be- 
eause  they  had  served  the  oolony  in  any  way, 
distinguished  or  otherwise,  or  because  in  some 
obeouie  way  they  had  served  the  private  ends 
of  the  Government?  And  if  that  is  the  oase 
in  appointments  to  the  Upper  House,  cai!i  we 
guarantee  it  will  not  be  the  same  in  regard  to 
the  bank  ?  I  already  heai^  rumours  now  of  one 
man  to  be  appointed.  I  do  not  say  the  rumours 
-are  true — they  are  proverbially  unreliable — but 
I  bear  a  certain  gentleman,  lately  a  peripatetic 
Oommissioner,  has  an  ambition  to  be  a  bank 
director,  and  that  there  is  at  least  a  disposition 
to  appoint  him.  I  merely  mention  the  rumour, 
and  fear  it  is  not  impossible  of  confirmation. 
And  if  we  get  directors  in  the  bank  who  have  not 
the  necessary  qualifications,  or  who  have  the 
undesirable  qnalification  of  subserviency  to  the 
,  Government,  what  may  not  be  the  consequences 
in  the  case  of  what  will  now  be  a  sort  of  State 
bank !  Is  it  impossible  under  such  circum- 
stances that  pressure  may  be  put  on  the  Go- 
vernment, and  by  the  Government  on  the  bank, 
in  favour  of  particular  individuals,  applicants 
for  business  accommodation  ?  I  do  not  think 
it  is  impossible.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  the  Government  occasionally  make  a 
■good  appointment.  But  let  it  be  understood 
that  it  Ib  from  their  point  of  view  very  good 
business  to  do  so.  Let  one  good  appointment 
be  made  on  which  the  eyes  of  the  colony  are 
fastened  for  the  time  being,  and  what  is  the 
Tesult?  They  can  then  go  on  for  a  long 
period,  and  malTe  very  vicious  appoint- 
ments of  a  subordinate  character.  I  may 
mention  that  that  is  the  principle  which 
the  celebrated  Junius  accused  the  Duke  of 
-Grafton  of  adopting.  He  said  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  laying  in  a  stock  of  reputation  in  order 
to  provide  against  future  necessities  of  charac- 
ter. I  appeal  to  this  House  not  to  allow  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  now  that  it  appears  to 
be  emerging  from  the  atmosphere  of  disorder 
and  difficulty  that  enveloped  it— now  that  it 
appears  on  the  point  almost  of  justifying  the 
unhappy  policy  the  Government  committed  the 
-colony  to  some  years  ago — I  would  ask  the 
House  not  to  allow  it  to  become .  a  political 
institution,  whatever  else  they  may  do  with  it. 
I  belieye  the  appointments  of  the  shareholders, 
pecuniarily  interested  as  they  directly  are,  will 
he  good  appointments,  and  that  the  men  they 
elect  may  be  trusted ;  but  the  experience  of 
the  past  should  teach  us  the  wisdom  of  putting 
the  narrowest  limit  upon  the  number  of  Go- 
vernment appointees.  There  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  make  the  chairman  a  Govern- 
ment appointee,  in  which  case  three  directors 
would  still  give  the  Government  the  pre- 
dominance. 1  believe  it  would  be  a  dangerous 
thing  for  us  to  give  them  more. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City).  — Sir,  I 
iearoely  intended  to  speaJc  at  this  stage,  be- 
cause in  the  division  determining  the  number 
of  members  I  voted  for  placing  the  responsi- 


bility upon  the  Government,  and  I  am  still  of 
that  opinion.  True,  I  have  not  confidence  in 
the  Government,  but,  on  our  constitutional 
principle,  so  long  as  they  hold  office  the  re- 
sponsibility ought  to  be  upon  them.  It  is  most 
unfortunate  that  responsibility  of  this  nature 
should  devolve  upon  any  Government ;  but,  con- 
sidering the  fact  that  the  colony  has  this  enor- 
mous sum  of  money— £2,500,000— in  the  bank 
itself,  with  also  the  guarantee  of  the  Assets 
Board  for  over  £2,700,000,  there  must  be  an 
efficient  control  on  its  behalf.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  Government  are  to  have  four  out  of 
the  six  directors  upon  the  Board.  I  think  it  is 
well  it  should  be  so,  seeing,  as  I  again  repeat, 
the  enormous  colonial  responsibility.  Then,  so 
far  as  the  shareholders  are  concerned,  their 
representation  has  never  yet  been  and  cannot 
be  effectually  exercised.  I  see  by  the  news- 
papers that  at  the  meeting  held  yesterday 
there  were  only  thirty  shareholders  pre- 
sent, and  there  can  never  be  more  than  a 
mere  handful  of  the  smaller  shareholders 
in  attendance  at  these  meetings,  since  the 
shares  are  not  largely  held  in  Wellington, 
g  Q  These  shareholders  would,  no  doubt, 
act  intelligently  and  independently 
enough  if  they  had  anything  to  guide  them  ; 
but  they  are  helpless.  At  all  times  the  directors 
or  their  friends  have  in  their  pockets  the  proxies 
of  distant  shareholders,  and,  therefore,  practi- 
cally, the  shareholders*  representation  is  con- 
trolled by  the  existing  directors,  with  the  offi- 
cers of  the  bank.  Undoubtedly  it  might  arise 
under  so  uncertain  a  vote  that  individuals 
might,  and  probably  would,  acquire  an  undue 
influence,  interfering  with  the  control  of  the 
Government,  and  colonial  interests ;  for,  while 
shareholders  have  a  right  to  be  heard,  they 
have  now  no  claim  to  an  equal  influence,  and 
their  interests  are  identical  with  that  of  the 
colony.  At  the  same  time  I  again  repeat  that 
I  have  no  confidence  in  the  probable  choice  of 
the  present  Government.  I  tear  disaster  there- 
from. The  honourable  member  for  DunedUn 
City,  referring  just  now  to  other  appointments 
of  the  Government  during  recent  years,  pointed 
out  that  men  had  been  thrust  into  the  Upper 
House  with  no  qualifications  to  justify  their 
selection  for  the  duties  of  such  a  position. 
That  is  true,  and  this  Government  has  similarly 
debased  every  public  office. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — What  about  the  Hon. 
Walter  Johnston  7 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Mr.  Johnston  is  one  of  the 
exceptions,  such  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  has  just  explained.  Quoting 
from  Junius,  he  said  that  the  Duke  of  Grafton 
had  occasionally  to  make  a  good  appointment 
as  a  sort  of  stock-in-trade,  after  which  he  wag 
enabled  for  a  long  time  to  make  venal  appoint- 
ments. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  about  Judge  Edwards? 

Mr.  DUTHIE— The  appointment  of  Judge 
Edwards  is  as  good  as  was  Mr.  Johnston's. 
You  have  made  altogether  four  or  five  good 
appointments,  but  you  have  put  inferior  men 
into  almost  every  public  office,  and  into  every 
public  body  where  the  Government  has  th» 
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right  of  appointment.  By  the  like  yon  have 
debased  these  offices.  For  instanoe,  you  have, 
in  some  oases,  placed  men  of  known  drunken 
habits  in  the  public  bodies  of  the  colony,  as 
was  pointed  out  by  an  honourable  member  this 
afternoon.  Tou  have  placed  men  on  the 
Oommission  of  the  Peace  who  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  and  we  were  also  told  to-day 
of  a  recently-made  Justice  who  had  just  been 
brought  before  the  Court  and  sentenced  to 
prison  because  he  would  not  support  his  mother, 
lou  have  frequently  appointed  men  of  similar 
grade  to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— But  who  recommended 
them  ? 

Mr.  DUTHIE.--It  does  not  matter  an  iota 
who  recommended  them ;  the  responsibility  is 
upon  Ministers.  But  whoever  recommended 
suoh  people,  the  Minister  of  Justice  is  still 
responsible.  It  is  his  duty  to  ascertain  the 
character,  and  verify  the  recommendations  for 
BO  responsible  a  position.  But,  indifferent  to  the 
like,  he  continues  to  select  men  of  that  class, 
and  so,  I  say,  debases  our  public  life. .  I  do  not 
look,  therefore,  with  any  hope  or  confidence  to 
the  appointment  of  suitable  men  by  the  Qo- 
vemment.  All  the  same,  unfortunately,  the 
responsibilitv  is  properly  upon  the  Government, 
and  I  voted,  and  must  continue  to  vote,  on 
principle,  for  the  responsibility  remaining  upon 
Ministers.  Sir,  the  question  as  to  who  is  to 
be  appointed  to  that  bank  is  of  the  most  vital 
importance.  The  bank,  with  this  threatened 
legislation  hanging  over  it  for  some  three 
years,  has  had  no  fair  chance.  It  is  wonderful 
that  it  has  not  succumbed,  but  it  may  yet 
pull  through,  if  only  men  are  chosen  who 
will  command  general  confidence.  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  has  just  shown 
us  how  utterly  untrustworthy  the  present 
balance-sheet  is.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that 
it  is  prepared  to  give  an  unduly  favourable 
view  01  the  bank's  operations  and  position. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— It  is  certified  to  by  the  Go- 
vernment Auditor. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— There  are  nominal  assets  in 
that  balance-sheet  which  admittedly  have  not 
one  farthing  behind  them,  so  destroying  con- 
fidence in  every  item;  and,  be  it  the  Govern- 
ment Auditor  or  any  one  else  who  certifies  to  a 
balance-sheet  ol  that  sort,  it  carries  no  con- 
fidence. Who  will  put  any  faith  in  the  value 
of  the  book  debts  when  only  written  down,  as 
seems  clear  by  Mr.  Hutchison's  examination 
in  the  light  of  the  President's  explanation 
yesterday  ? 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Do  not  forget  that  they  had 
two  hundred  odd  thousand  as  a  contingent 
amount  to  meet  bad  debts.  It  is  not,  so  far  as 
I  know,  exhausted. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Well,  of  course,  there  may 
be  some  margin  here,  but  since  in  1896  un- 
expected losses  amounting  to  £54,193  were  dis- 
closed, and  again  a  loss  of  £50,000  announced 
later,  I  fear  little  can  be  left ;  and  why  have 
we  no  exact  information?  The  affairs  of  the 
bank  must  now  alwavs  be  closely  criticized, 
And  unless  explicit  information  is  given  it  will 
«uffer  from  erroneous  conclusions.  Besides, 
Mr.  Duihie 


that  £200,000  must  be  exhausted,  or  else  why 
this  further  writing-off,  and  why  any  doubt? 
Why  should  not  the  like  be  clearly  set  forth  T 
Well,  Sir,  that  is  my  grievance,  so  far  as  the 
management  is  concerned.  Before  the  Premier 
abandoned  his  idea  of  a  State  Bank  I  looked 
earnestly  forward  to  the  time  when  the  bank 
would  be  disposed  of.  But  the  chance  of 
disposing  of  it  will  much  depend  upon  whether 
the  Government,  laying  aside  all  political  con- 
siderations, will  put  in  men  of  ability,  ex- 
perience, and  independent  character,  who  will 
command  entire  confidence.  The  position  of 
affairs,  and  this  balance-sheet,  do  not  command 
confidence.  Under  the  new  rigime,  however, 
when  the  responsibility  comes  to  it,  I  hope  it 
will  eliminate  from  its  statements  all  illusory 
assets,  and  present  a  balance-sheet  that  will  dis- 
close the  actual  position  and  working.  Confi- 
dence can  only  be  built  up  from  such  a  rock- 
bottom  base.  It  is  worse  than  useless  to  further 
cloak  deficiencies,  and  the  bank  can  only  be 
disposed  of  at  the  minimum  loss  when  all  are 
satisfied  that  nothing  is  being  withheld,  and 
that  it  is  evident  a  genuine  profit  is  being 
earned.  Again,  this  can  only  be  achieved  by 
the  Government  appointing  men  of  known  high 
character,  who  will  command  the  confidence 
not  only  of  the  colonial  public,  but  of  the- 
financial  world  of  London.  The  Premier,  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  made  the  remark  that- 
the  bank's  working-expenses  were  6  per  cent, 
upon  the  earnings ;  that  is  what  I  understood 
him  to  say. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  of  the  capital  employed. 
Mr.  DUTHIE.— He  was  kind  enough  ta 
come  over  to  me  and  explain  that  he  meant 
the  capital  employed ;  but  there  musk  still  be 
a  mistake  in  that,  because  the  capital  em- 
ployed is  £2,898,042,  and  6  per  cent,  on  that 
would  be  £178,582.  That  statement  is  surely 
incorrect.  Here  my  sympathy  is  with  the 
Government,  but  the  Premier  must  have  mis- 
understood his  information.  However,  it  is 
not  alone  on  salaries  that  money  is  being 
lavishly  spent.  The  great  number  of  small 
branches  of  the  bank  distributed  over  the 
country  must  of  themselves  be  a  very  great 
expense  and  a  loss,  especially  with  the  reduced 
rate  of  interest  now  obtaining ;  and  I  acpree  that 
a  considerable  reduction  will  have  to  he  made 
in  the  working-expenses  of  the  bank  in  various 
directions  before  it  can  earn  a  fair  dividend 
on  its  capital  and  show  results  that  will  over- 
shadow its  unfortunate  recent  history.  Sir, 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  drew  atten- 
tion to  a  very  important  omission  in  the  Bill- 
that  is,  in  reference  to  the  fact  that  if  the 
President  declines  the  money  offered  and  takes 
his  case  into  Court  it  is  no  person's  duty  to 
defend  the  action.  It  is  very  unlikely  that 
the  Board  of  Directors  would  take  it  upon 
themselves  to  do  so;  they  are  not  dismiss- 
ing Mr.  Watson,  and  we  cannot  expect  that 
they  will  set  up  a  defence.  Then,  who  is 
to  defend  the  action  if  it  is  brought  into 
Court  ?  If  the  action  is  allowed  to  go  by  de- 
fault, of  course  it  is  impossible  to  say  what 
sum  will  be  awarded.    I  think  the  Bill  eught 
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4o  be  recommitted  in  order  that  that  qaestion 
may  be  dealt  with.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain 
the  House  any  longer.  I  rose  more  especially 
CO  explain  my  vote,  which  differs  on  this  ocoa- 
fiion  from  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  usnally 
act ;  and  we  differ  because  I  am  deeply  con- 
vinced that  the  responsibility  ought  properly 
to  be  with  the  Gk>vemment,  when  we  consider 
the  large  colonial  interest  at  stake,  and  the 
Government  ought  to  have  an  all  but  supreme 
oontrol  of  this  bank  for  the  next  two  years  to 
come — of  course,  I  mean  through  the  directors 
it  appoints. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa).-.Sir,  I  regret 
that  I  have  to  differ  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  Duthie) 
when  he  advocates  preponderance  by  the  Go> 
vemment  in  the  management ;  and  my  reason 
for  differing  from  him  on  this  pcurtioular 
occasion  is  that  the  Premier  again  and  again, 
in  connection  with  this  banking  question,  ever 
since  it  was  first  brought  before  the  House 
in  1894,  has  shown  his  inconsistency  and  in- 
capacity to  deal  with  such  a  large  and  im- 
portant question.  He  informed  the  House  and 
the  country  in  1894  that  they  thoroughly  under- 
stood the  position,  and  that  the  two  millions 
of  money  would  amply  secure  the  bank. 
That  was  to  be  the  first  and  final  legislation  on 
the  bank  question.  Only  a  year  elapsed,  and 
what  a  different  story  t  It  is  now  an  old  one, 
•quite  familiar  to  the  minds  of  honourable 
members — ^namely,  that  three  millions  more 
was  required  to  prop  up  the  bank.  Coming 
down  to  the  present  position — to  what  we  have 
now  to  deeJ  with — what  did  the  Premier  say 
to  us  when  the  question  of  the  salary  of  the 
'Chairman  of  Directors  under  the  present  Bill 
was  being  discussed?  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Chris tchurch  City  (Mr.  TaylorJ  moved 
that  the  £1,000  salary  proposed  be  reaucdd  to 
£750,  and  the  Premier  ejaculated  across  the 
floor  of  the  House  that  if  any  one  proposed  it 
he  would  vote  for  a  reduction  to  £500,  oecause 
four  hours  per  week  would  be  ample  for  the 
work  of  the  Chairman.  That  was  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  original  proposals  of  the 
Bill,  which  involved  a  Standing  Committee, 
who  were  to  meet  not  less  than  once  a  week 
to  transact  the  business  of  the  bank  ;  and 
every  line  of  the  whole  of  the  clauses  con- 
nected with  that  Standing  Committee  shows 
that  the  Premier  at  that  time  contemplated  a 
•great  deal  of  work  for  the  Committee  as  well  as 
lor  the  directors,  who  were  to  meet  not  less  than 
once  a  month.  '  He  has  now,  however,  changed 
his  mind  altogether  by  asserting  that  the  Chair- 
man would  have  only  four  hours  of  work  per 
week  in  connection  with  the  bank.  Then, 
.again,  he  has  told  us  thai  the  present  directors 
•contemplated  the  expenditure  of  £60,000  on 
the  erection  of  expensive  bank  premises  in 
Wellington  without  any  necessity  for  it;  aud 
he  brought  this  prominently  forward  as  one  of 
•the  reasons  for  a  change  of  policy  in  connec- 
tion with  the  management  of  the  bank.  Well, 
we  have  the  report  and  balance-sheet  of  the 
bank  published  in  the  public  Press,  and  what 
«do  we  find  ?    We  find  the  directors  giving  an 


absolute  denial  to  the  statement  of  the  Pre* 
mier.  They  say  they  never  contemplated  an 
outlay  of  £50,000  on  new  premises— not  even 
the  expenditure  of  £80,000.  With  regard  to 
bank  premises  erected  at  Pahiatua,  we  were 
told  they  had  cost  £2,000,  as  against  some- 
thing  like  £500  expended  on  the  erection  of 
bank  premises  at  Masterton.  Now,  I  have 
made  some  inquiries  from  people  who  know, 
and  I  have  ascertained  that  the  cost  of  the 
bank  premises  at  Masterton  was  considerably 
over  £2,000.  What  can  we  make  of  so-called 
facts  brought  before  members  by  the  head  of 
the  Government,  when  they  are  proved  to  be  of 
such  a  character  as  that  ?  I  have,  therefore, 
no  confidence  whatever  in  what  the  Govern- 
ment may  do  under  the  powers  of  a  Bill  giving 
them  the  appointment  of  no  less  than  four 
directors  out  of  the  six  who  are  to  govern  the 
bank.  The  last  two  speakers  have  instanced 
the  maladministration  of  the  Government  in 
the  appointments  they  have  made  to  various 
branches  of  the  public  service.  Take,  for  ex- 
ample, the  appomtments  made  by  the  present 
Government  to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 
The  Minister  of  Lands  knows  very  well  in  what 
contempt  these  appointments  are  held  by  the 
public  at  large. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Are  they  all  bad  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No,  I  do  not  say  that ; 
but  it  is  very  difficult  to  understand  how  the 
Government  came  to  make  some  of  them.  The 
time  has  been  when,  in  the  appointment  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  the  Stipendiairy  Magis- 
trates were  consulted  before  any  appointments 
were  finally  made.  The  gentlemen  holding 
these  responeible  positions  were  always  re- 
ferred to  oy  the  Justice  Department,  and  in- 
formation thus  given  to  the  Government  to 
prevent  bad  appointments  being  made.  But 
we  know  that  under  the  present  Government 
no  such  precautions  are  taken,  or,  if  a  refer- 
ence is  made  at  all,  the  representations  of 
the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  are  practically  dis- 
regarded. Then,  let  us  look  at  the  appointments 
made  to  the  Land  Valuation  Department.  I 
regret  having  to  bring  the  name  of  Mr.  Barnes 
on  the  fioor  of  this  House  again ;  but  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  towards  the  close  of  last 
session,  recited  a  letter  from  that  gentleman 
which  made  the  gravest  accusations  against 
Judge  Kettle,  and  these  were  registered  in 
Hansard  for  months  without  any  opportunity 
whatever  of  reply  or  defence  by  the  Judge, 
although  the  Premier  had  promised  he  would 
either  hold  an  inquiry  or  publish  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject.  It  was  now  matter 
of  history  that  Mr.  Barnes  had  to  withdraw 
every  word,  and  to  admit  that  his  accusations 
were  false  and  without  a  tittle  of  foundation. 
Now,  any  one  would  think  that  the  only  result 
to  Mr.  Barnes  would  have  been  instant  dis- 
missal from  the  public  service  of  the  colony ; 
but,  as  far  as  I  know,  he  still  holds  his  appoint- 
ment of  £500  a  year  and  travelling-allowances, 
and  is  still  valuing  the  property  of  honest 
hardworking  setters. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— Who  was  the  cause  of 
his  appointment  ? 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  qoeBtion  is  not  his 
appointment,  but  his  continuance  in  office  after 
being  found  guilty  of  such  scandalous  conduct. 
I  cfaallenge  the  honourable  gentleman  to  deny 
that  what  I  have  stated  is  correct—namely, 
that  he  himself,  towards  the  close  of  last 
session,  read  khe  contents,  or  part  of  the 
contents,  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barnes  making 
accusations  which  he  (Mr.  Barnes)  knew  at 
the  time  were  absolutely  false,  and  that, 
although  that  gentleman  has  been  forced  to 
withdraw  all  his  falsehoods,  he  still  holds 
his  high  office  in  the  public  service.  What 
justification  can .  we  have,  then,  in  hand- 
ding  over  the  management  of  an  important 
bank  to  a  Government  capable  of  appointing 
creatures  of  this  description  to  high  office? 
When  clause  2  was  before  the  Committee  I 
voted  against  giving  the  appointment  of  four 
directors  out  of  the  six  to  the  Government,  my 
deliberate  opinion  being  that,  in  the  interests 
of  this  colony,  the  present  directors  should  not 
be  disturbed  as  long  as  thev  did  good  work ;  and 
I  think  the  report  and  balance-sheet  which 
have  been  published  in  the  newspapers  show 
that  these  gentlemen  have  done  justice  to  the 
high  trust  reposed  in  them.  I  therefore  hope 
the  motion  submitted  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Biccarton  will  be  carried. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  *That  the  amendments  be  agreed 
to  '  stand  part  of  the  question." 


Ayes,  36. 

Buchanan 

Eaihau 

Pere 

Cadman 

Lamach 

Stevens 

CamoroBS 

Lawry 

Steward 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Symes 

Duncan 

McEeozie,  J. 

Tanner 

Field 

Meredith 

Thompson,  R. 

Gilfedder 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Montgomery 

Ward 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Wilson. 

Holland 

O'Meara 

Tellers. 

Houston 

O'Regan 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Hutcheson,  J. 

Parata 

Flatman. 

Joyce 

Noes,  25. 

Bollard 

Lethbridge 

Russell 

Brown 

McGuire 

Sligo 

Carson 

McKenzie,  R. 

Smith 

Guinness 

McLean 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Herries 

MoNab 

Wason. 

Hunter 

Monk 

Hutchison,  G. 

Moore 

Tellers, 

Kelly 

Pirani 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Ijang 

RoUeston 

Massey. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against, 

Fisher  Lewis 

Millar.  Wright. 

Majority  for,  11. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa).— I  wish  to 
explain,  Sir,  that,  forgetting  I  was  paired,  and 
being  shut  in,  I  voted  with  the  "  Ayes,"  as  my 
**  pair  "  would  have  voted. 


Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui).— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Premier  whetner  he  will  agree,  in  acoord- 
auce  with  his  promise  to  this  House,  to- 
recommit  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering clause  6.  He  has  said  he  would 
effect  the  purpose  by  Governor's  message  or 
by  an  amendment  in  the  Upper  EEouse. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— My  offer  was  not  accepted. 

Mr.  CARSON. 'The  honourable  gentleman,, 
when  I  moved  a  motion  in  Committee  that  the- 
Chairman  leave  the  chair,  offered  to  reoommii- 
the  Bill  for  the  purpose  I  have  mentioned^, 
and  on  that  understanding  I  withdrew  my 
motion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  I  would  make  it  De- 
cember and  I  will  make  it  December. 

Mr.  CARSON. — You  said  you  would  move  ta< 
recommit  the  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is,  That  the 
amendments  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Do  I  understand  the 
Premier  to  say  he  will  have  the  question  of  the 
President's   removal    dealt   with    in   another- 
place  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  both  as  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  directors.  What  I  propose  to  do 
is  this — I  suggested  it  before,  but  my  recom- 
mendation was  refused  :  I  said  I  would  take  the  - 
opinion  of  the  House  on  the  matter,  and  see  if 
they  agreed  to  my  course  ;  but  the  honourable 
member  came  down  with  a  proviso  to  it,  and 
probably  upon  him  you  must  throw  the  respon- 
sibility. But  although  the  BiU  is  not  recom- 
mitted I  do  not  consider  that  I  am  absolved 
from  the  promise  I  made — namely,  that  I  will 
strike  out  the  word  *' March"  and  make  it. 
"December." 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — Of  this  year,. 
though. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes— December,  1898 ;  and 
the  first  meeting  would  be  on  the  ISth  Decem- 
ber. That  I  propose  to  do,  and  I  have  the 
power  in  my  own  hand  to  submit  the  amend- 
ment. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Do  it  by  Go- 
vernor's message. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  or  we  can  have  it  done 
in  the  Council ;  but  in  whichever  way  it  is- 
done  it  must  come  back  to  the  House,  and 
members  will  have  an  opportunity,  if  they  want 
to  make  it  any  other  day,  to  do  so.  I  do  not 
wish  to  take  any  advantage,  and  I  hope  mem- 
bers will  not  say  I  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  faith. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  rise  now  to  move  the 
third  reading  of  a  Bill — one  of  the  most  im- 
portant that  this  Parliament  has  had  to  deal 
with.  And  I  say  that  having  to  move  in  the 
direction  I  have  done  has  given  me  very  great 
pain  indeed.  I  say  nothing  whatever  of  the 
worries  and  anxieties  and  the  trouble  of  getting, 
the  Bill  through,  but  I  am  not  unmindful 
of  the  fact  that  the  same  Government  intro- 
duced the  same  banking  legislation ;  that  the 
same  Government  made  appointments;  and 
then,  in  the  working-out  of  that  legislation  and 
in  the  managemeot  of  the  bank  I  say,  with  a. 
due    sense   of    responsibility,  on   grounds   oi 
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gBiMxal  policy  thece  is  a  neoassity  for  a  ohange 
of  management.  Honourable  members  would 
not  rarely  think  that  I  or  the  Government 
wonld  be  likely  to  make  the  proposals  we 
have  done  in  this  Bill  without  just  grounds 
for  eoming  to  Parliament  and  asking  Par- 
liament to  make  these  changes.  Sir,  I  have 
been  most  careful  in  this  matter,  because  I 
did  not  desire  to  create  in  the  country  any 
feeling  antagonistic  to  the  bank,  or  to  say  any- 
thing that  would  tend  to  shake  confidence  in 
that  institution.  So  far  as  the  financial  posi- 
tion of  the  bank  is  concerned,  I  say  there  is 
no  cause  whatever  for  anxiety ;  but  there  is,  so 
far  as  the  colony  is  concerned,  good  ground  for 
anxiety  respectmg  the  management,  and  there 
is  a  necessity  for  further  safeguarding  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony.  I  hope  I  have  made  the 
position  very  clear 

Oaptain  RUSSELL.— What  is  the  country 
so  anxious  about  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  the  colony  is  involved 
to  the  extent  of  over  four  millions,  and  surely  it 
is  the  duty  of  those  on  the  Treasury  benches, 
with  the  grave  responsibility  they  have,  to  see 
that  the  interests  of  the  colony  arc  safeguarded. 
However,  I  do  not  wish  to  digress.  I  say 
there  is  another  reason  that  would  prevent 
me,  unless  there  were  good  grounds  therefor, 
from  interfering  and  from  bringing  down 
bsAking  legislation.  We  know  there  are  other 
banking  institutions  in  the  colony,  and  we 
know  that  all  over  the  world  there  has  been 
adverse  criticism  of  many  of  the  colonial 
banks,  and  that  they  have  been  a  source  of 
anxiety  during  these  last  five  years;  and, 
knovnng  tbat  to  be  the  case,  I  say  it 
would  ill  become  me,  as  the  head  of  the 
Qovemment,  to  bring  down  legislation  pro- 
posing radical  changes  in  the  management  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand— knowing,  as  I  do, 
that  it  would  indirectly  affect  other  institu- 
tions. This  is  a  subject  that  should  not  be 
touched,  nor  should  legislation  be  brought 
down  affecting  it,  unless  there  were  very  good 
grounds  for  so  doing.  Now  I  come  to  the  next 
question,  and  what  is  to  me  a  very  difficult 
position.  I  have  not,  up  to  the  present 
moment,  said  one  word  against  Mr.  Watson 
personaUy.  I  have  said  that,  with  regard 
%o  t^e  position  he  holds  as  President,  I 
have  felt  for  some  time  his  position  as  Pre- 
sident, with  a  vetoing  power,  has  become 
absorbed  or  merged  in  the  Board.  I  have 
jblt  that  he  has  not  to  the  fullest  extent 
reaped  his  position  as  a  safeguard  to  the 
odbny.  Then  we  come  to  another  nhase  of  the 
question.  With  respect  to  management,  there 
seams  to  me  to  have  been  extravagance  instead 
of  that  economy  that  is  so  essential  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  the  in- 
teceatB  of  this  oolony.  It  may  be  that  expendi- 
toze  to  some  extent  has  been  forced  upon  the 
inatitntion  bv  the  colony  itself.  I  admit  that 
the  policy  of  appointing  a  President  at  £2,250 
a  year,  and  with  £1,750  a  year  for  the  Auditor, 
was  such  that  it  exoeeded  the  sum  previously 
paid  under  the  deed  of  settlement  of  the  bank. 
Bat  there  have  been  additions  to  that.    With 


regard  to  the  Estates  Company  and  the  cost  of 
management,  the  bank  had  endeavoured  to 
merge  that  into  the  bank  itself,  and  there  had 
been  some  savings ;  but,  at  all  events,  taking 
the  cost  of  the  management  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  now,  I  regret  to  say  that  it  has 
been  as  much  as  6  per  cent,  upon  the  capital 
employed. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— That  cannot  be. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say  their  expenses  and 
the  cost  of  management  have  been  6  per  cent, 
on  the  capital  employed.  Now,  there  is  an- 
other phase  of  the  question,  without  going  too 
deeply  into  details,  and  it  has  been  public  pro- 
perty. The  Qovemment  are  consulted  with 
regard  to  building — after,  of  course,  conclusions 
have  been  arrived  at — and  the  decision  of  the 
Government  has  been  given  with  no  uncertain 
sound.  Very  well,  we  know  that  the  tenders 
ranged  from  £80,000  down,  I  think,  to  £57,000. 
L  say  the  Government  did  not  go  out  of  their 
way  to  step  in,  and,  by  memorandum,  say  they 
objected  to  anything  above  £20,000  being  spent 
on  building  in  Wellington.  I  had  been  con- 
sulted prior  to  this,  and  was  informed  that  the 
maximum  amount  required  would  not  exceed 
£28,000.  I  had  been  shown  that,  with  the 
building  occupied  by  the  bank  to  do  its 
business,  with  the  saving  in  rent,  the 
interest  payable  would  be  about  the  sum 
mentioned,  and  I  had  no  objection  to  this 
being  done — consulted,  as  I  have  said,  after  the 
conclusions  were  arrived  at.  But  if  I  had  the 
sole  management  I  should  say,  first  of  all,  wich 
the  old  bank  premises  and  with  the  Colonial 
Bank  premises,  where  was  there  necessity  for 
a  change  at  all  ?  The  business  now  is  carried 
on  in  the  Colonial  Bemk  premises,  with  the 
premises  taken  from  the  Australian  Mutual 
Company,  and  it  is  apparent  the  two  places 
are  sufficient ;  and  why  should  they  not  have 
been  as  economical,  and  as  careful  as  possible 
to  avoid,  at  all  events  at  the  present  juncture,, 
expenditure  on  buildings?  Why  should  they 
not  go  on  as  they  were  going,  without  paying 
another  amount  at  all  ?  But,  as  I  have  said» 
there  is  a  spirit  which  does  not  recognise  the 
necessity  of  rigid  economy.  I  say  that  alone 
would  cause  me,  or  any  other  well-wisher  of  the 
bank  or  the  colony,  a  considerable  amount  of 
anxiety.  But,  again,  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  I  say,  where  was  the  necessity  for  an 
assistant  manager  ?  When  Mr.  Butt  was  Auditor 
for  the  oolony  there  was  no  assistant  manager 
necessary;  but  the  moment  the  colony  said 
**  You  must  do  one  of  two  things— either  cancel 
the  agreement  with  the  bank  or  else  you  must 
depend  upon  the  bank  for  your  position,"  he  is 
taken  back  into  the  bank.  Has  there  been  a 
sufficient  increase  in  the  business  to  warrant 
that  extra  expense  of  £1,250  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Were  the  Government 
consulted  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly  not.  We  gave 
Mr.  Butt  the  option  of  cancelling  his  agree- 
ment, or  we  could  not  let  him  be  considered 
our  Auditor.  That  was  passed  by  the  Commit- 
tee. It  was  placed  in  the  Bill  by  both  branohea 
of  the  Legislature.    Of  course,  I  may  say,  wa 
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euried  that  out  by  notifying  Mz.  Batt,  and 
Mr.  Butt  at  onoe  tendered  his  resignation,  bat 
very  kindly,  at  my  request,  awaited  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  suooessor,  and  oonsented 
to  continue  in  his  position  as  Auditor  until 
we  were  suited.  I  have  personally  no  fault 
to  find  with  Mr.  Butt,  but  he  was  taken  baok 
Into  the  bank,  and  we  were  never  consulted  at 
all.  Very  well,  then,  the  next  phase  of  the 
question  that  arose  was  that  we  did  not  re- 
ceive information  concerning  the  general 
policy  of  the  bank.  So  far  as  details  of  the 
position  of  the  bank,  and  the  business  of  its 
clients,  I  desired  to  know  nothing ;  and  any 
one  connected  with  the  bank  who  had  en- 
deavoured to  let  me  know  anything  of  that 
would  have  lost  my  confidence  at  once.  I  wish 
to  keep  entirely  clear  of  the  details  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  bank.  But  here  let  me  say  it  was 
rumouted  by  *'  the  man  in  the  street "  that  a 
dividend  was  going  to  be  declared  to  the  share- 
holders ;  and  then,  in  respect  to  that  and  in 
respect  to  another  matter,  I  asked  why  this 
writing-down  was  not  taking  place,  and,  for 
the  first  time,  was  informed  that  the  bank's 
solicitors  had  advised  them  that  this  writing- 
down  could  not  take  place. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Of  the  Colonial  Bank  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.^That  was  as  far  as  the 
Oolonial  Bank's  good-will  and  the  bank's  build- 
ings and  brading  concerns  ;  but  that,  in  respect 
to  the  £68,000,  the  loss  by  conversions,  it  could 
be  done.  Very  well,  in  respect  to  the  profits 
over  and  above  the  payment-back  of  interest 
due  to  the  Estates  Board,  last  year  there  was 
£60,000,  and  this  year  the  balance— £10,000— 
was  carried  to  the  writing-down  of  the  £68,000, 
bringing  it  down  to  £58,000.  The  legal  opinion 
to  the  effect  that  the  other  writings-down  could 
not  be  legally  done  lent  colour  to  the  assump- 
tion that  there  was  something  in  the  rumour 
that  they  were  going  to  declare  a  dividend  to 
the  shareholders  of  6  per  cent.  I  say  that  from 
these  facts  I  have  given  you  now,  of  our  having 
taken  action  respecting  this  writing-down — I 
say,  if  it  had  gone  on,  and  the  (Government  had 
net  taken  action,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
payment  of  the  amounts  due  to  the  Assets 
Board  having  been  made,  which  made  £20,000 
odd  this  year,  and  next  year  to  a  dead 
certainty,  if  the  law  was  as  it  had  stood,  on 
that  question  of  £58,000  for  the  loss  on  con- 
version, there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  di- 
rectors would  have  been  bound  to  declare  a  divi- 
dend. I  hope  I  have  made  that  clear.  I  say 
that  these  matters,  though  they  may  appear 
small  to  honourable  members,  go  in  the  direc- 
tion of  shaking  confidence.  Now,  there  is 
another  question.  By  the  Bill  of  1896  the 
Legislature  decided  in  respect  of  taking  over 
the  *'  B  "  accounts.  It  was  in  respect  to  the 
**  B  "  clause  in  the  Bill,  as  it  was  called,  that 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  upon  that 
my  Bill  was  lost,  or  this  would  have  been  the 
law  for  two  years.  Now,  what  do  we  find  when 
reading  the  reports  of  the  liquidators  of  the 
Oolonial  Bank?  We  find  that  the  '*B"  ac 
counts  have  been  taken  into  the  Bank  of  New 
Mr.Seddon 


Zealand,  and  that  the  Bank  of  New  giealand 
has  given  £4,000  out  of  the  "  umbrella  "-oovaz. 
As  I  say,  in  respect  to  that  question  it  is  a 
matter  of  detail  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
directors,  and  they  are  entirely  reeponsibla 
for  it;  but  I  think,  as  there  was  this 
legislation  pending,  and  as  the  Legislature, 
in  respect  thereto,  had  expressed,  in  no  on* 
measured  terms,  a  decided  oonviotion,  and  we 
find  that  done,  and  these  aooounts  absorbed 
into  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  that  is  a  sub- 
ject for  regret.  Whether  what  has  been  done 
was  right  or  wrong,  whether  or  not  the 
cover  was  more  than  sufiloient,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say,  because  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
do  so ;  but,  knowing  the  opinion  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  that  respect,  I  think  they  ought  to 
have  respected  it,  and  that,  at  all  events,  be- 
fore it  was  completed  the  Parliament  of  New 
Zealand  ought  to  have  known  it,  especially 
as  this  Bill  was  pending  in  Oommittee  from 
last  session.  The  responsibility,  I  say,  must 
rest  upon  the  shoulders  of  those  now  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land. Then,  again,  there  is  this  matter  which 
has  caused  me,  and  must  cause  every  well- 
wisher  of  our  colony,  the  greatest  anxiety,  as 
it  applies  not  only  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land but  also  to  every  other  banking  institutioa 
doing  business  in  the  colony — namely,  tha 
keenness  for  doing  business,  which  causes  tha 
directors  and  those  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  these  concerns  to  sav,  "If  it  is  not 
done  by  us,  then  it  will  be  done  by  another 
institution."  The  practice  of  "cutting"  for 
business  simply  means  ultimately,  unless 
checked,  or  wiser  counsels  prevail,  that  not 
only  our  institution,  but  every  other  insti- 
tution in  the  colony  will  suffer,  and  serious 
and  grievous  injury  will  be  done.  I  should  be 
thankful  if  anything  I  could  say  would  tend  to 
stop  this  **  cutting  "  business  going  on,  because 
it  is  nothing  less,  and  is  degrading  to  banking 
institutions.  This  under-cutting  with  regard 
to  getting  transfers  of  accounts  and  business 
and  exchanges  means  that  ultimately  some 
one  must  inevitably  suffer.  It  is  in  the  sir, 
and  it  is  in  the  street;  you  hear  of  aooounts 
being  taken  over,  and  you  ask  the  man  in 
the  street  for  an  explanation,  and  he  says, 
**  Well,  if  it  had  not  been  taken  over  by  this 
banking  institution  it  would  have  been  taken 
over  by  the  other."  '  Take  a  case  whioh 
occurred  the  other  day  in  Gisbome.  It  was  a 
corporate  body,  and  so  is  public  property.  This 
account  was  offered  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land, to  be  taken  from  another  institution,  and 
we  are  led  to  believe— and  I  must  believe  it — 
that  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
with  scorn,  said,  "  No ;  we  will  not  take  tliat 
business  from  another  institution.'*  But  I  am 
a  hard-headed  man.  I  ask  myself  a  question — 
Did  that  corporate  body  propose  to  leave  its 
bank  and  go  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  with- 
out some  reason  for  thinking  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  would  take  its  account  ?  No.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  before  it  arrived  at  that 
stsge  there  had  been  some  prospejot  held  oat 
of  its  being  taken  over.    Then,  again,  isoolleot 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]       Bank  of  New  Zealand       [HOUSE.] 


and  Banking  Bill. 


297 


what  hM  been  poUio  property  ben  in  the  City 
•of  Wellington.    I  Bimply  uy  that,  although 
the  overdraft  may  be  perfectly  safe,  when  you 
have  laoh  large  Bums  advanced  and  only  on 
Moond  eeooritleB   then    it   oaiuea  one  some 
amdety.    As  I  sav,  it  may  be  well ;  bat  at  the 
same  time  there  has  not  been,  in  my  opinion, 
that  oaation  exeroised  whioh  should  be  prao- 
tised  to  insore  safe  bosiness.    I  fear  that  in 
the  effort  to  get  business  there  have  been  un- 
due risks  incurred,  and  the  profits  made  by  the 
-securing  of  such  business  will  not  be  commen- 
surate with  the  risk  that  has  been  incurred. 
Under  all  those  circumstances,  and  with  this 
Banking  Bill  for  two  years  before  the  country, 
I  wish  to  have  legislation  placed  on  the  statute- 
book^I  wish  to  place  the  management  of  this 
institution  in  such  a  condition  that  we  can 
then,  as  stated  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Riocarton,  give  the  Bank  of 
Kew  Zealand  peace,  leave  bimking  legislation 
so  b^r  as  it  is  concerned  alone,  and  give  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  an  opportunity  to  work 
oat  its  own  salvation.    As  I  have  said,  with  a 
Board  such  as  we  originally  proposed,  and  with 
the    Standing   Oommittee,  in    making  those 
recommendations    I    was    acting    under    and 
with  the  advice  of  those  having  banking  ex- 
perience ;  but  as  the  House  has  decided  that 
there  should  simply  be  a  Board,  then  we  must 
depend  upon  that  Board,  we  must  depend  upon 
oar  Auditor,  and,  above  others,  we  must  depend 
on  the  Gkneral  Manager— because  everything 
must  depend  on  him  almost — for  working  out 
our  salvation.    I  therefore  again  come  to  this, 
and  I  call  the  attention  of  honourable  members 
to  it :  The  bank  receives  £90,000  odd  from  the 
Assets  Board ;  it  gives  back  to  the  Assets  Board 
£50,000 ;  the  Board  then  has  to  find  £iO,000  to 
make  up  the  £90,000,  but  unless  you    have 
more  than  the  difference  between  £50,000  and 
£90,000  there  is  nothing  to  fill  that  hole  which 
Mr.  John  Murray  told  us  existed,  and  the  ques- 
tion is  to  ask  ourselves — and  it  is  pertinent  to 
the  issue — how  far  improved  is  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  to-day  from  the   day  that  the 
colony  gave  the  guarantee  of  the  two  millions, 
or,  I  should  simply  say,  when  we   took  it  up 
and  put  it,  as  we  then  reckoned,  in  a  fair 
way  of  doing  business  satisfactorily,  in  1895. 
If  honourable  members  will  ask  themselves 
that  question  they  may  come  to  the  same  con- 
olosion  as  I  have,  that  we  have  not  gone  far  as 
yet.    That  being  the  case,  it  is  my  duty  to  see 
that  we  put  the  bank  in  such  a  position  that 
it  can  carry  on  its  business — that  there  shall 
be  every  confidence.    I  fear,  myself,  as  mat- 
ters stand,  and  with  the  feeling  that  has  been 
induced,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  that  con- 
fidence would  not  be  maintained  if  we  allowed 
matters  to  go  on  as  they  have  been  for  some 
time  past.     Under  those  circumstances  I  think 
there  were  good  and  sufficient  grounds  to  war- 
rant the  Government  in  coming  here  to  Parlia- 
ment and  asking  for  this  change.    Now,  the 
responsibility  has  been  thrown  on  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  nominating  to  this  Board  four  directors. 
Some  honoarable  members  have  said  that  the 


Government  should  not  be  intrusted  with  this 
great  power.  I  say  that  with  the  responsi- 
bility that  we  have  it  behoves  the  (Government 
to  sink  all  other  objects  but  one — namely,  to 
secure  the  very  best  men  obtainable,  outside 
altogether,  if  necessary,  of  politics  or  political 
life,  and  put  such  men  there  as  will  give 
stability  and  will  regain  confidence,  so  that  we 
can  feel  as  a  Parliament  and  can  feel  as  a 
people  that  the  business  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  is  in  perfectly  safe  hands.  I  say  that 
is  the  duty  that  is  cast  upon  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  Legislature.  When  it  was  pro- 
posed in  Oommittee  to  share  the  responsibUify 
with  members  of  this  House  and  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  I  was  quite  prepared  to  allow  the 
responsibility  to  be  so  shared.  At  the  same 
time  I  was  quite  prepared,  and  am  prepared, 
and  must  accept  the  responsibility  for  the 
nomination  of  those  four  members  to  the 
Board.  That,  of  course,  will  be  done ;  and  if 
we  make  a  mistake,  if  this  colony  suffers, 
then  I  say  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  honour- 
able member  opposite,— it  is  for  the  people, 
through  their  representatives  in  this  House, 
— to  tell  us  that  we  are  not  to  be  intrusted 
with  those  powers,  that  we  have  exercised 
them  in  such  a  way  as  to  jeopardise  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  And  with  that  be- 
fore me  I  still  say  I  am  prepared  to  tell  the 
House,  and  to  tell  the  country,  that  this  Bill 
ought  to  be  passed.  In  conclusion,  I  would  say 
this :  I  have  been  deeply  pained  eks  this  Bill  has 
gone  through  Committee  because  I  have  heard 
personal  reflections— I  have  heard  remarks 
made  on  those  connected  with  the  institution 
which  should  never  have  been  made  on  the  floor 
of  this  House,  and  whioh  honourable  members 
never  would  have  made  outside  this  House.  I 
have  said  that  on  grounds  of  public  policy  it  is 
necessary  that  this  Bill  should  be  carried,  and 
all  through  the  piece  I  have  avoided  extremes, 
and  do  now  counsel  moderation ;  and  I  simply 
say  this :  that  we  desire  a  change,  and  let  us 
have  the  change,  and  have  it  made  in  such  a  way 
that  there  shall  neither  be  heart-burnings  nor 
reflections  upon  Parliament,  nor  upon  those 
who,  through  the  action  of  Parliament,  have 
been  intrusted  with  the  management  of  this 
institution.  As  rogards  reprosentation  on  the 
management,  I  am  one  of  those  who  feel  for 
the  shareholders ;  bift  we  came  to  the  rescue 
of  them  and  the  bank.  If  the  bank  had  gone 
into  liquidation  they  would  have  had  to  pay 
immediately,  and  it  would  have  meant  ruin 
generally  to  them.  Mercifully,  we  extended 
their  credit,  and  we  gave  them  time  within 
whioh  to  pay  calls.  I  say  the  shareholders 
have  an  interest  in  the  bank,  though  it  is  a 
small  interost  at  present,  but  year  after  year, 
with  good  management,  and  with  increased 
population,  and  with  prosperity,  the  time 
will  come,  in  my  opinion,  if  this  institution 
is  well  and  economically  managed,  when 
the  shareholders  will  again  have  a  great 
interest  in  it,  and  that  will  be  the  time  for 
them,  with  confidence  restored,  to  have  some 
one  with  the  capital  necessary  to  come  forward 
and  take  up  the  bank  and  relieve  the  colony  of 
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its  zeBponsibility.  I  am  working  to  that  end. 
I  a^  Parliament  to  asaiBt  me,  and  Gkiodness 
knows  the  responsibility  respecting  this  bank 
and  banking  legislation  is  such  that  it  has  been 
greater  than  that  connected  with  any  other 
thing  since  I  have  been  in  official  life.  .1  hope 
the  third  reading  may  be  passed,  and  that  this 
Bill  may  be  placed  on  the  statute-book  of  our 
colony. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay).— Sir,  I 
feel  there  can  be  only  one  good  thing  that  has 
come  of  the  long  and  somewhat  acrimonious 
debate  we  have  had  over  the  Banking  Bill. 
There  have  been  various  honourable  members 
on  aJl  sides  of  the  House,  I  believe—and  cer- 
tainly on  the  Treasury  bench — ^who  believed 
that  it  would  be  good  for  the  colony  if  a  State 
bank  were  established.  I  think,  Sir,  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  debate  which  has  taken  place  on  the 
banking  question,  there  are  very  few  honour- 
able members  now  who  think  that  anything 
but  misfortune  could  come  on  a  colony  which 
was  cursed  with  a  trading  State  bank.  So 
that  on  that  ground  I  think  the  House  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  debate  that  has  taken 
place.  I  think  that  no  congratulations  what- 
ever can  be  offered  to  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Premier.  He  is  responsible  for  the  position 
the  colony  occupies  with  respect  to  the  bank ; 
he  it  was  who  caused  Parliament  to  first  come 
to  its  rescue ;  he  devised  its  method  of  govern- 
ment, and  is  now  compelled  to  admit  his  de- 
vices have  all  been  wrong.  The  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  had  almost  a  tremor  in  his  voice 
as  he  apologized  for  the  position  in  which  he 
found  himself.  With  an  amount  of  candour 
which,  unfortunately,  is  very  rare  on  his  part, 
he  admitted  that  his  Government  were  respon- 
sible for  the  policy  of  the  bank  ever  since  it 
was  taken  over  in  1894. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  we  were  responsible 
for  guaranteeing  the  bank — not  for  the  bank's 
policy;  in  fact,  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
bank  has  no  policy. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  said  the  policy  was  the  Government's, 
and  the  appointment  of  its  chief  officers : 
those  were  the  words  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  It  is  true  the  Government  is  re- 
sponsible from  the  commencement  for  all  the 
management  of  the  bank  up  to  the  present 
time — since  the  unfortun'ate  day  when  Mr. 
Murray  unfortunately  led  us  fUl  astray.  The 
responsibility  on  that  occasion  rested  with  the 
Government,  whatever  responsibility  subse- 
qnently  devolved  on  the  Opposition,  because 
tney  did   not   take    the  extremely  dangerous 

S}sition  of  refusing  to  allow  the  first  Banking 
ill  to  pass  through  all  its  stages  at  one  single 
sitting.  It  would  have  been  a  very  drastic 
step  had  the  Opposition  refused,  for  want  of 
complete  information  given  them  on  a  certain 
memorable  morning,  to  permit  the  Bill  be- 
coming law.  But  from  first  to  last  since 
then  the  responsibility  of  management  has 
primarily  had  to  devolve  on  one  man — the 
President ;  and  I  cannot  see  how  the  Bill  in- 
troduced by  the  Premier,  who  has  had  twelve 
months  to  deliberate  on  it  since  he  moved  the 
Mr.  Seddon 


second  reading,  has  really  improved  the  poeitiott 
at  all.  For  mv  own  part,  I  think  the  Bill  is 
unfortunately  placing  the  bank— or,  ratiier,  the 
colony — in  a  worse  position  than  it  was  in  ondar 
the  previous  legislation.  Under  the  existing: 
banking  legislation  we  have,  at  anv  rate,  an 
officer  to  whom  this  colony  might  fairly  look 
for  a  responsible  utterance  on  everything  oon* 
nectedwith  the  management  of  the  bank.  At 
the  instigation  of  the  Government  there  was. 
conferred  upon  the  President  of  the  bank  the 
power  of  veto,  and  there  was  in  that  power  of 
veto  a  power  so  great  that  a  great  responsibility 
devolved  on  the  man  who  had  to  use  it.  Bat 
this  power  is  taken  away  from  the  Presi- 
dent, and  is  bestowed  on  nobody.  We  are 
to  have  a  Board  to  be  nominated  by  th* 
Government,  and  they  alone  practically  are  to 
control  the  policy  of  the  bank.  To  me  it 
would  seem,  at  any  rate,  that  certain  gentlemen 
— no  doubt  of  fair  business  acumen  —  who 
may  be  appointed  as  directors  of  the  bank, 
not  being  practically  banking  experts,  should 
not  have  the  sole  control  of  the  poUcy  of 
the  bank.  In  this  Bill,  which  is  now  before 
us  for  a  third  reading,  the  directors  are  ap- 
pointed for  a  period  of  two  vears  only» 
and  are  liable  consequently  to  be  removed 
from  office  at  the  expiration  of  those  two 
years.  There  ceases  then  to  be  any  conti- 
nuity of  management  whatever.  Would  any 
person  with  a  large  mercantile  business  ever 
dream  of  having  the  practical  managers  of  hia 
business  removed,  or  removable,  continually,  so 
that  just  at  the  time  they  make  an  appreciable 
development  of  the  business  of  that  commeroial 
institution  they  should  be  liable  to  be  removed, 
and  other  persons  put  in  their  places  —  and 
for  no  reason  whatsoever,  unless  that  they  had 
become  acquainted  with  the  run  of  busmessf 
And  yet  that  is  the  position  in  which  the 
bank  is  to  be  placed.  Then  we  have  to 
consider  the  question  as  to  the  proportion  of 
directors  who  represent  what  we  may  call  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  and  those  who  re- 
present the  interests  of  the  shareholders. 
Now,  it  is  perfectly  true  the  interest  of  the 
shareholders  is,  compared  with  the  guarantee 
of  the  colony,  something  remarkably  small; 
but  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that  these 
unfortunate  shareholders,  whom  I  find  in  to- 
day's paper  compared  to  an  orange  that  haa 
been  sucked  dry  and  then  cast  aside— and  a 
very  good  simile  it  seems  to  me — are  in  the 
position,  so  to  speak,  of  a  second  or  third 
mortgagee.  They  are  as  closely  interested  in 
the  management  of  the  bank  as  the  colony 
can  possibly  be,  because  it  is  to  a  certain  exteni 
fairly  secured.  But  their  security  ranks  after 
ours ;  and  if  they  want  to  save  the  capital  they 
have  invested,  and  want  to  see  the  management 
of  the  bank  carefully  looked  after,  it  devolves 
on  them  almost  more  than  on  the  Government 
to  see  that  the  Board  of  Directors  is  composed 
of  men  fully  competent  to  manage  the  bank. 
And  yet  they  also  are  compelled  to  elect  di- 
rectors only  for  two  years.  They,  of  coiuae» 
have  the  opportunity  to  re-eleot  their  direotors; 
but  there  will  nevertheless  be  a  general  leeUng 
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in  the  mindB  of  the  shareholders  that  there 
eannot  be  oontinutty  of  management,  inasmuch 
as  there  is  a  liability  to  an  ever-reoarring  change 
hi  the  directorate  of  the  hank.  As  I  listened 
to  the  Premier  this  evening,  as  he  urged  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  endeaToured  vainly 
to  Ascertain  what  had  actuated  him  In  intro- 
ducing banking  legislation  ;  and  I  confess,  as 
he  laboured  through  his  speech,  he  seemed  to 
find  it  impossible  to  produce  one  single  good 
reason  for  having  endeavoured  to  change  the 
constitution  of  the  management  of  the  bank. 
He  told  us  to-night,  as  he  told  us  when  he  made 
bis  second-reading  speech  in  December  last, 
that  against  the  general  management  of  the 
bank  he  had  nothing  to  say.  Almost  his  last  word 
WAS  that  no  reflections  were  made  or  should 
be  made  on  those  who  had  beeu  appointed  by 
Parliament  to  the  management  of  the  bank, 
and  that  it  was  simply  public  policy  which 
made  it  necessary  to  remove  the  President, 
and  to  practically  remove  the  directors  also. 
Are  we  treating  the  President  quite  fairly? 
It  would  appear  to  me  that  we  are  not  doing 
so.  I  am  not  in  a  position — ^very  few  honour- 
able members  are  in  a  position — to  say  whether 
the  President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  has 
been  successful  in  his  administration  of  the 
bank  or  not.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  there 
should  be  no  reflections  on  those  appointed  by 
Parliament,  but  I  maintain  that  the  gravest 
reflections  are  implied  both  on  the  directors,  and 
narticularly  on  the  President,  by  the  banking 
legislation  brought  before  the  House.  We  must 
not  overlook  the  fact  that  under  warrant  from 
the  Gbovemor,  and  in  a  covering  letter  written  by 
the  then  Colonial  Treasurer — the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua — the  President  was  guaran- 
teed for  a  period  of  ten  years  and  during  good 
behaviour  the  position  of  President,  with  a 
salazy  of  £2,250.  What,  then,  are  we  to  under- 
stand by  the  fact  that  without  speclfio  allega- 
tion of  any  kind  whatever  the  appointment  of 
President  is  abolished  altogether?  If  it  were 
arranged,  as  I  think  it  should  have  been,  that 
DO  speoifiio  Bum  should  be  awarded  to  the  Presi- 
dent, bat  that  he  should  before  some  Court 
prove  his  conduct  to  have  been  good  and 
honourable — I  do  not  wish — far  from  it— to 
place  him  in  the  embarrassing  position  of 
having  to  fight  his  case  against  the  bank ;  but  I 
do  maintain  it  was  the  duty  of  the  colony  before 
it  dismiBsed  him  from  office  to  insist  that  he 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  prove  that  his 
conduct  was  good  during  the  whole  time  he  was 
in  office,  and,  if  so,  that  the  amount  of  damage  he 
received  should  be  assessed  by  some  Court  in 
proportion  to  the  loss  he  sustains  by  removal 
from  office — and  if  his  conduct  i^  proved  not  to 
have  been  good  that  he  should  receive  no  com- 
pensation. The  provision  in  the  original  Bill 
which  allotted  one  year's  salary  for  an  officer 
who  held  a  ten-years'  appointment  I  say  was 
the  very  gravest  reflection  on  his  conduct  as 
Preoident  of  the  bank.  It  is  true  that  as  the 
Bill  paaaed  through  Committee  the  provision 
fox  one  year's  salary  was  altered  to  two  years' 
saUunr,  but  that  fact  does  not  alter  the 
position.     I  voted  for  the  two  years'  salary 


because  I  thought  that  would  be  fairer 
than  putting  the  President  in  the  position 
of  having  one  year's  salary  only;  but  I  did 
not  approve  of  the  vote.  I  think  the  position 
should  have  been  .that  a  Court  of  competent* 
jurisdiction  should  have  ascertained  what  the 
conduct  of  the  President  had  been  during  hie 
term  of  office,  and  why  he  has  been  removed 
from  it ;  and  if  his  conduct  turned  out  to  have 
been  good  I  contend  that  more  than  two 
vears'  salary  would  attach  to  the  position  on  its- 
being  forfeited ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  his- 
conduct  had  been  indefensible,  the  colony  ought 
not  to  pay  him  one  single  penny.  He  certainly 
oi2ght  not  to  get  even  one  year's  salary.  Well,, 
now,  as  I  read  the  morning  paper  I  saw  the 
annual  report  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  I  got  an  Indication  of  the 
position  of  the  bank's  affairs.  I  admit  that  I 
have  not  the  commercial  experience  nor  that 
knowledge  as  an  accountant  that  would  enable - 
me  to  analyse  the  balance-sheet  of  the  bank ;  but 
there  is  this  significant  fact  in  that  report :  that 
the  shareholders  have  trust  in  the  directors 
who  represent  them  on  the  Board.  No  dissatis- 
faction has  ever  been  expressed,  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
with  the  gentleman  who  represents  the  colony 
on  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  I  may  say  also 
that  at  this  meeting  to  which  I  refer  there  was 
a  vote  of  thanks  bestowed  by  the  shareholders- 
on  the  President  of  the  institution  and  the 
officers,  and,  as  far  as  I  have  read  from  the 
newspaper  report,  eulogistic  speeches  were 
made  as  to  the  services  of  the  President  during 
the  past  annual  period.  Well,  Sir,  if  that  is 
the  case,  it  would  appear  that  the  knowledge 
of  those  who  have  a  direct  interest  as  share- 
holders in  the  bank  must  be  greater  than  that 
of  individual  colonists,  or  of  individual  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  who  consider  it  their  duty 
to  watch  over  and  conserve  the  interests  of  the 
bank.  If  the  shareholders  were  satisfied  with 
the  President  of  the  bank,  with  the  (General 
Manager  of  the  bank,  and  the  directors,  it 
would  look  to  me  that  there  ought  to  be 
something  more  specific  from  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  than  vague  allegations  of  the  man 
in  the  street,  which,  after  all,  were  the  best  au- 
thority which  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  gave 
us  for  the  necessity  of  the  alteration  in  the 
management.  It  is  true  that  there  were  cer- 
tain other  allegations  as  to  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  bank  by  the  President,  directors, 
and  officers  of  the  bank — that  there  was  a 
building  to  cost  over  £20,000.  I  could  not 
exactly  follow  the  Premier,  or  learn  exactly 
the  sum,  for  he  spoke  of  £20,000  at  one  time, 
at  another  time  of  £28,000 

Mr.  SEDDON.— £26,000  was  the  limit  on 
the  first  occasion,  and  £20,000  on  the  last 
occasion. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— And  at  one  time,  I 
fancy,  to  £50,000.  I  notice  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  is  directly  contradicted 
about  this  matter  by  the  President,  according 
to  the  report  of  his  speech  given  in  this  morn- 
ing's paper ;  but  I  assume  that  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  was  right,  and  that  there  really 
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was  a  proposal  to  spend  a  oonsiderable  sum  of 
money  in  the  erection  of  the  new  bank-build- 
ings. It  is  a  question,  of  course,  for  those  who 
•are  directly  responsible  for  the  management  of 
the  bank  to  see  whether  the  erection  of  large 
bank-premises  is  desirable  or  not.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  it  might  be  cheaper  in  reality,  by  the 
erection  of  these  buildings,  to  house  the  bank 
in  a  bank-building  of  its  own  than  to  continue 
to  rent  one  or  two  premises  for  the  purposes 
'Of  its  business.  I  am  unable  to  ffive  an 
opinion  upon  that,  but  I  should  have  tnought, 
at  least,  that  of  all  persons  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Premier  ought  to  be  the  very  last  to  say  a  word 
about  extravagant  expenditure.  The  Premier 
laughs.  I  believe,  like  Nero,  he  would  laugh 
if  the  city  was  burning. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  have  already  tried  me 
in  respect  to  the  expenditure  on  the  library. 

Captain  RUSSELL.^We  have  tried  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  and  we  have  con- 
•demned  him,  and  we  are  going  to  punish  him 
some  day  yet.  But,  at  any  rate,  what  I  was 
going  to  say  is  this :  If  we  want  a  case  exactly 
parallel,  and  worthy  of  being  quoted,  we  have 
•only  to  recollect  that  a  portion  of  this  building 
was  reported  to  be  very  much  out  of  order  and 
in  need  of  being  put  into  a  good  sanitary  con- 
dition. The  House  last  year  voted  a  sum  of 
£7,000  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  library, 
but  the  Premier,  who  has  said  that  money  was 
no  object,  intended  to  have  spent  a  sum  of 
about  £46,000,  mostly  out  of  unauthorised  ex- 
rpenditure,  just  because  he  chose  to  do  so, 
whilst 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  are  not  now  referring 
to  the  Banking  Bill. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No,  Sir,  but  I  am 
•  coming  back  to  the  bank.  I  am  merely  insti- 
tuting a  parallel  between  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier,  who  controls  the  bank,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  bank.  In  both  cases  the  un- 
authorised expenditure  is  what  is  complained 
of.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  was  going 
to  spend  £46,000  of  unauthorised  expenditure, 
had  we  not  protested,  in  pulling  down  an  old 
building  and  putting  up  a  new  one,  although  the 
old  building  satisfied  its  purposes  for  the  imme- 
diate present ;  and  the  President  of  the  bank, 
without  the  authority  of  the  Premier— because 
the  Premier  desires  to  control  every  official  of 
"the  bank— presumed  to  pull  down  an  old  build- 
ing, which,  according  to  the  Premier,  would 
have  been  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  the 
immediate  present  and  for  the  next  year  or 
two,  and  to  expend  a  sum  of  £40,000  in  the 
erection  of  a  new  building :  therefore  they  are 
exactly  parallel  cases  if  we  wanted  to  base 
any  argument  upon  it.  But  it  is  unnecessary 
to  do  that.  Well,  Sir,  another  alleged  serious 
blot  in  the  management  of  the  bank  is,  that 
the  directors  have  presumed  to  spend  a  sum  of 
£2,000  in  erecting  a  bank  at  one  of  the  most 
rising  townships  in  the  Wellington  Provincial 
District.  I  allude  to  Pahiatua.  I  was  sur- 
prised that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  should 
have  referred  to  such  a  case  as  that,  because 
with  so  staunch  a  supporter  as  the  honourable 
.member  for  Pahiatua  (Mr.  O'Meara),  I  would 
Captain  Russell 


have  thought  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier 
would  have  left  that  matter  alone.  But  there, 
again,  we  are  able  to  draw  a  parallel  between 
the  Qovemment  extravagance  and  the  careful 
expenditure  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
£2,000  for  the  erection  of  a  bank — ^and  I  may 
mention  that  it  was  not  only  for  the  erection 
of  banking  offices,  but  included  a  residence  for 
the  bank  officers — would  appear  to  me  not  to 
be  very  extravagant,  more  especially  as  it  was 
erected  in  a  part  of  the  town  where  everybody 
may  readily  go  to  it.  Now,  what  has  the 
Government  done  in  that  same  town  of  Pahi- 
atua ?  They  have  gone,  I  am  credibly  informed, 
for  the  purpose  of  oonoiliating  two  or  three 
ardent  supporters,  and  spent  a  sum  very 
much,  I  believe,  in  excess  of  £2,000  in  build- 
ing a  post  and  other  offices  in  a  remote  part 
of  the  township,  altogether  far  away  from  the 
centre  of  the  town. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  out  in  the  calcula- 
tion. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No,  I  am  not  out.  The 
post-office  is  out  of  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are,  as  to  the  amount. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  The  amount  is  over 
£3,000.  I  believe  I  am  right.  It  either  cost 
£8,000  or  I  believe  it  was  a  shade  under  £8,000, 
and  they  have  put  an  expensive  iron  fence 
round  it,  costing  £150 ;  so  the  whole  building 
has  cost  over  £8,000,  and  therefore  I  am  right 
in  drawing  a  comparison  between  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  Government  in  erecting  the  post- 
office — in  the  wrong  place,  moreover — and  the 
good  management  of  the  bank  at  Paiiiatua, 
which  has  only  put  up  a  building,  for  £2,000, 
which  was  essential  for  the  proper  housing  of 
their  officers.  In  these  days,  when  care  has  to 
be  taken  that  there  is  ample  cubic  space  in 
wool-sheds,  one  would  have  thought  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  would  not  have  complained 
about  that.  He  has  therefore  no  possible  justi- 
fication for  a  change  of  the  whole  management 
if  no  better  case  could  be  shown  than  the 
expenditure  of  the  sum  alleged  to  have 
been  extravagant  in  Wellington  and  the  sum 
alleged  to  have  been  extravagant  in  Pahi- 
atua. It  seems  to  me,  Sir,  that  nothing  can 
be  justified  from  such  an  argument  as  that. 
I  intend,  when  the  opportunity  comes — which  I 
suppose  it  will,  some  time  or  another  this 
evening — to  vote  against  the  third  reading  of 
the  Bill.  I  cannot  believe  that  we  are  doing 
anything  which  will  really  benefit  the  bank. 
Nor  do  I  believe  that  we  are  doing  anything 
which  will  benefit  the  colony.  We  have  de- 
stroyed that  safeguard  which  the  colony  had 
in  its  President.  We  have,  instead  of  a  re- 
sponsible officer,  four  comparatively  irre- 
sponsible gentlemen  who  will  oe  appointed  by 
the  Premier.  No  doubt  the  responsibility  of 
appointing  those  gentlemen  is  very  great.  No 
doubt  the  Premier  will  feel  he  has  the  eyes 
of  this  House— not  to  say  of  the  colony- 
watching  very  carefully  the  appointments 
which  are  being  made.  But  the  whole  system 
of  the  management  of  the  institution  cannot 
be  good  so  long  as  it  is  vested  in  persons 
who  have  no  direct  responsibility  in  it.    If 
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yoa  had  as  a  PxeBident  a  penon  who  really 
was  mote  in  toooh  with  the  oolonj  than  the 
dlteotora  can  possihly  be— if  you  had  a  man 
whose  sele  or  prinoipal  means  of  livelihood  was 
derived  from  the  management  of  a  bank ;  if  yon 
had  a  man  who  through  the  course  of  a  com- 
paratively long  life  had  devoted  the  whole  of 
his  intelligenoe  to  the  oareful  watching  and 
administration  of  a  banking  conoem— -I  say 
such  a  man  as  that  would  be  much  more 
oompetent  to  manage  such  an  institution  than 
the  chanoe  appointments  which  will  be  made 
of  directors. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.--Y0U  do  not  want  to  have  a 
second  General  Manager :  you  do  not  want  the 
two. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL.— The  Premier  has  no 
right  to  put  forward  such  an  argument  as  that, 
because  he  told  us  just  now  he  was  responsible 
for  the  appointment  of  the  President,  and  for 
the  appomtment  of  the  Auditor  and  the  As- 
sistant Manager.  And  now  we  have  abolished 
the  office  of  the  President  and  we  have  abolished 
the  Auditor.  We  have  destroyed  the  power  of 
veto,  and  practically  the  whole  management 
of  the  bank  is  devolving  upon  the  General 
Manager.  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
present  General  Manager  is  an  efficient  officer, 
but  the  management  of  a  banking  institution 
which  does  virtually  one-half  of  the  whole 
banking  business  of  ^he  colony  is  too  severe 
a  task  for  a  General  Manager.  Tou  want 
some  man,  it  appeals  to  me,  to  advise 
the  General  Manager,  and  share  with  him 
to  a  certain  extent  tiie  responsibility.  This 
sharing  of  responsibility  is  a  matter  of  ur- 
gent moment  so  Ions;  as  yon  have  responsible 
officers  to  share  the  duties.  It  is  wise  that  the 
responsibility  should  be  shared ;  but,  when  you 
have  a  General  Manager  who  may  endeavour 
to  devolve  the  responsibility  upon  a  board  of 
directors  who  are  continually  going  in  and  nut 
of  office,  I  say  you  have  the  responsibility  of 
the  General  Manager  without  resting  it  upon 
the  shoulders  of  anybody  else.  The  directors 
axe  practically  removable  every  two  years,  and 
they  are  consequently  without  much  responsi- 
bility. The  whole  responsibility  of  the  bank 
will  devolve  upon  one  man ;  but  the  misfortune 
of  the  thing  is  that  he  may  endeavour  to  de- 
volve that  responsibility  again  upon  persons 
who  will  not  care  twopence  whether  their  re- 
sponsibility is  shared  with  him  or  not.  I  have 
just  about  finished  what  I  want  to  say  upon  this 
Bill.  There  is  just  one  other  point  I  want  to 
take  notice  of.  The  Premier  said,  with  regard 
to  the  details  of  the  business  he  knew  nothing, 
and  he  wanted  to  know  nothing ;  and  that  the 
man  in  the  street  said  there  was  to  be  a  divi- 
dend, and  then  he  thought  he  was  called  upon  to 
interfere  in  the  management.  But  the  Premier 
apparently  ignored  this  important  fact  when  he 
inade  that  statement;:  He  told  the  House 
that  it  was  consequent^  more  or  less,  upon  the 
rumours  of  '*  the  man  in  the  street  *'  as  to  the 
declaration  of  a  dividend  that  caused  him  to 
thhik  seriously  of  banking  legislation.  And 
yet  this  allusion  to  the  possibility  of  a  dividend 
WM  of  a  most  reoent  date,  whilst  this  Bill  was 


first  introduced  two  years  ago,  according  to  his 
own  admission.  That  shows,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  there  was  no  real  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  colony  for  any  alteration  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  do- 
not  believe  we  shall  be  doing  wisely  if  we  pass 
this  Bill.  The  necessity  for  trying  to  bring, 
about  some  legislation  which  shall  be  final  I 
thoroughly  admit,  but  the  Bill  before  us  now, 
it  appears  to  me,  will  bring  us  no  nearer  ta 
finality  than  any  legislation  we  have  passed 
before.  On  the  contrary,  it  more  and  more 
emphasises  the  position  that  the  bank  is  to  be  al- 
lowed to  grow  into  a  great  political  organization, 
and  that,  though  the  Gbvemment  of  the  day  may 
refuse  to  admit  they  have  appointed  political 
partisans  to  the  position  of  directors,  I  think 
the  charge  will  always  be  made  against  them 
that,  with  the  overwhelming  power  of  appoint- 
ing four  out  of  the  six  directors,  the  bank  is- 
being  managed  in  the  interests  of  a  party  in 
politics.  There  is  one  matter  with  respect  to- 
whioh  I  am  thoroughly  in  accord  with  the 
Premier.  He  told  us  he  looked  forward  to  the 
day  when  we  may  sell  to  some  speculator  all 
our  interests  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I 
can  only  say  that  I  hope  the  whole  policy  of 
the  management  of  tne  bank  will  be  so 
directed  that  at  the  very  earUest  opportunity 
we  may  get  rid  of  the  institution  which  I  said 
four  years  ago  would  be  known  as  "  the  old 
man  of  the  sea,"  and  which,  I  believe,  will  ding 
round  our  necks  till  it  almost  strangles  us, 
unless  we  are  wise  enough  to  sell  it  when  we  can 
get  a  reasonable  offer. 

._  Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  (Minister  of 
^^•""  Lands).— Mr.  Speaker,  during  the  de- 
bate which  has  taken  place  on  the  third  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  and  daring  this  evening,  the 
speakers  who  have  preceded  me  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  nave  found  fault  with  the 
Government  for  introducing  banking  legislation 
into  the  House  on  the  present  occasion.  Sir, 
they  are  entirely  forgetful  of  the  fact  that  the 
introduction  of  this  legislation  was  a  necessary 
consequence  from  the  Banking  Committee  that 
was  set  up  by  the  House  for  the  purpose  of 
miJring  full  inquiries  into  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  affairs  two  years  ago,  and  that  the 
Oommittee,  in  bringing  down  its  report,  also  to  a 
certain  extent  framed  the  Bill  which  is  now 
before  the  House  as  a  consequence  of  the  re- 
commendations contained  in  that  report.  On 
that  occasion  the  Bill  passed  through  this 
House,  and  the  subject  at  that  time  was 
interesting  to  all  members  of  the  House.  The 
full  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  waa 
before  them,  and  on  that  the  Bill  was  passed 
through  this  House.  Well,  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  the  Bill  failed  to  pass  in  the  Upper 
House  simply  because  of  certain  powers  to  be 
given  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  in  connec- 
tion with  accounts  taken  over  from  the  Colo- 
nial Bank,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  these 
powers  the  Banking  Bill  at  the  present  time 
going  through  would  have  gone  tnrough  both 
Houses  on  that  occasion  and  been  the  law  o 
the  land.  The  honourable  member  for  Hawke' 
Bay,  the  leader  of  the  OppositioD,  told  thi 
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Hoaee  tonight  that  the  Government  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  policy  of  the  bank. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No,  no;  the  Premier 
«aid  so. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.  — I  took  down  your 
-words,  and  you  said  the  Government  would  be 
'held  responsible  for  the  policy  of  the  bank. 
Well,  as  one  member  of  the  Qovemment  I 
will  not  hold  myself  responsible  for  the  policy 
•of  the  bank.  God  forbid  I  should  be  respon- 
sible for  their  policy.  But  what  we  are  re- 
sponsible for  is  to  see  that  the  constitution  of 
the  directorate  will  command  confidenoe  with 
the  people  of  this  country.  That  is  what  we 
are  responsible  for,  and  what  we  are  askiug 
the  House  to  do  on  the  present  occasion  ;  and 
I  venture  to  say  that  is  a  good  reason  why  this 
Bill  should  pass  its  third  reading  and  become 
the  law  of  the  land.  The  honourable  member 
ior  Hawke*s  Bay  said  it  would  be  most  disturb- 
ing and  most  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  bank  that  we  should  have  continually 
^moving  directors.  Directors  who  are  not  con- 
tinuous, are,  I  think,  one  of  the  main  sources 
^f  life  of  an  institution  of  this  sort  so  that  the 
millions  of  money  at  the  disposal  of  that 
bank  should  not  be  governed  from  year  to  year 
<by  one  set  of  people,  and  that  occasionally  new 
blood  should  come  in  and  throw  light  on  the 
actions  of  those  there  before  them.  I  think 
that  one  of  the  best  safeguards  we  could  have. 
But,  Sir,  we  have  got  another  bank  in  this 
•  country — the  National  Bank  of  New  Zealand — 
which  is  managed  by  a  manager  without  direc- 
tors at  all,  and  I  venture  to  say  if  the  directors 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  left  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank  more  to  the  Manager  of  tiie 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  then  the  bank  would  be 
better  managed  than  it  is  at  present.  Now,  I 
am  not  going  to  speak  on  matters  which  I  might 
refer  to  if  I  thought  proper,  or  if  I  wished  to 
oast  aspersions  all  round.  I  have  avoided  that 
right  through  the  whole  of  the  debates  that  have 
taken  place  on  this  Bill  from  first  to  last,  and 
I  have  confined  myself  to  facts  that  I  Imew, 
■  and  which  I  could  prove  if  necessary.  Now,  Sir, 
the  honourable  gentleman  goes  on  to  say  that 
vve  are  using  the  President  badly.  Well,  Sir,  I 
do  not  know  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
means  by  that.  I  think,  Sir,  so  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned, you  have  only  to  get  the  newspaper  of 
this  morning  and  read  the  report  of  the  meeting 
•of  shareholders  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
held  in  Wellington  yesterday  to  conclude  that 
we  are  not  dealing  harshly  with  the  President. 
Why,  we  have  the  President  admitting  at  the 
meeting  of  shareholders  yesterday  that  he  him- 
self had  become  a  shareholder  m  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  Sir,  that  fact  was  told  to  me 
before  the  meeting  of  shareholders  yesterday, 
but  if  I  had  stated  the  fact  in  this  House  it 
would  have  been  alleged  that  I  was  making 
use  of  private  information  in  order  to  do 
(he  President  an  injury  in  this  House.  Sir,  it 
is  not  necessary  tor  us  to  take  our  stories  from 
•the  man  in  the  street,  as  insinuated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  (Captain 
Itussell)  to-night.  There  are  indications  in 
*many  ways  which  come  to  the  Government, 
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without  listening  to  the  man  in  the  street, 
from  which  we  can  gather  a  considerable 
amount  of  information ;  and.  Sir,  let  me  say 
this :  Why  was  the  salary  of  £2,250  per  annum 
given  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  ?  Was  it  given  to  him  solely  and 
because  he  was  worth  so  much  to  conduct  the 
business  of  the  bank  as  President  ?  No,  Sir ;  it 
was  given — and  I  was  one  of  the  Ministers  who 
advocated  that  a  large  salary  should  be  given  to 
him — to  keep  him  independent,  and  so  that  he 
should  have  sufficient  money  to  keep  his  family 
and  to  lay  something  aside  for  himself  in  his 
old  age,  and  make  provision  for  his  family,  and 
that  it  should  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  dab- 
ble in  the  shares  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
or  of  any  business  connected  with  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  for  that  purpose.  That  was  the 
reason  why  he  got  £2,250  per  annum  ;  and,  Sir, 
I  do  not  think  that  we  are  in  any  way  treating 
him  badly  by  giving  him  two  years'  salary  as 
provided  for  in  this  Bill.  Then,  Sir,  we  were 
told  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  from 
the  indications  of  the  meeting  held  yesterday 
in  Wellington,  the  shareholders  of  the  bank 
were  quite  satisfied,  and  that  they  had  elected 
the  same  men  again  as  directors.  Why,  Sic, 
the  honourable  gentleman  must  know,  as  well 
as  every  other  honourable  gentleman  in  this 
House,  that  the  election  of  directors  yesterday 
in  Wellington  was  onA  of  the  biggest  farces 
possible.  Why,  Sir,  the  directors  gathered  in 
proxies  from  every  part  of  the  colony,  and  pos- 
sibly proxies  were  even  sent  out  from  England, 
which  were  to  be  used  yesterday  if  any  oppo- 
sition were  shown  to  their  selection  as  duec- 
tors.  The  honourable  gentleman  knows  that 
the  election  yesterday  was  simply  a  sham; 
it  was  a  directors'  election.  Then,  Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  goes  on  to  say  that 
the  only  reason  the  Premier  could  give  was 
that  the  bank  was  building  premises  whioh 
were  too  expensive  and  too  extensive;  and 
then  he  could  only  retort  on  the  Premier  as 
an  example  the  latter's  own  extravagance  re- 
specting the  erection  of  the  Parliament  Build- 
ings. Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  must 
know  now  that  the  cost  of  this  building  here 
is  extravagant.  However,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  a  matter  that  can  be  compared  to  the  bank 
at  all,  but  as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  re- 
ferred to  it,  I  suppose  I  have  a  right  to  refer  to 
it  also.  Honourable  members  will  admit  that, 
so  far  as  we  are  using  the  new  building,  it  is 
better  than  the  old  one,  and  with  the  expend- 
iture of  a  few  thousand  pounds  more  the  library 
can  be  completed.  Of  course,  this  extrava- 
gance the  honourable  gentleman  says  we  are 
guilty  of  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  Two  blacks  will  not  make  a 
white,  and,  if  we  are  extravagant,  that  is  no 
reason  why  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  should  be 
extravagant.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
asks  how  the  Premier  found  out  that  the  bank 
proposed  to  pay  a  dividend.  Does  my  hononr- 
able  friend  mean  to  say  there  are  no  indica- 
tions from  which  Ministers  can  find  out  what 
the  directors  intend  to  do  except  through  the 
medium  of  the  man  in  the  street  ? 
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Captain  BUSSBLL.— The  Premier  told  as 
•how  he  found  out. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— That  may  be  the  case 
.^M  regards  the  Premier,  bat,  so  far  as  I  am 
-eonoerned,  I  can  judge  from  indications  that 
'«ome  under  my  notice-— not  from  what  comes 
through  the  man  in  the  street — and  the  Pre- 
mier may  see  these  indications  too.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  says  we  have  taken 
.■away  the  power  of  veto  given  to  the  President, 
And  that  we  are  destroying  that  power  and  put- 
ting nothing  in  its  place.  Well,  when  that 
power  of  veto,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  never  been 
used  there  is  little  use  in  giving  it  to  the  Pres- 
ident ;  and  I  may  say  this :  The  great  difficulty 
the  Qovernment  had  to  find  an  Auditor  to  take 
up  that  duty  in  the  Bank  was  occasioned  by  the 
fact  that  the  President  had  too  much  power  of 
▼eto  in  his  hands,  and  so  could  veto  anything 
the  Auditor  wished  to  report  to  the  Go- 
vernment. It  was  a  difficult  matter  then, 
'Owing  to  that  fact,  to  get  an  Auditor  who 
would  take  the  position  and  who  would  give 
:general  satisfaction.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  said  he  is  willing  to  sell  the 
bank,  and  in  that  connection  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  so  many  members  have  turned 
round  to  my  way  of  thinking  on  this  matter. 
I  was  the  first  member  of  this  House  to  sav  on 
a  public  platform  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land should  be  sold,  and,  because  I  said  so,  I 
was  howled  at  from  Dan  to  Beersheba  by  the 
Press  of  the  colony.  The  idea  of  a  Minister  of 
the  Grown  saying  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land should  go  into  liquidation,  or  be  sold ! 

Captain  RUSSELL.— -Liquidation  is  a  very 
different  thing  to  selling. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— What  I  said  on  that 
•  oocasion  I  will  repeat.  I  said  that  if  the  bank 
dabbled  in  politics  there  was  either  one  of  two 
things  for  it — to  go  into  liquidation  or  to  be 
flold.  And  I  say  again,  that  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  should  not  dabble  in  politics,  and 
flbonld  not  be  made  a  political  machine  for 
either  side  in  politics,  as  I  am  sorry  to  say  it 
'lias  been  made. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — Tes,  ever  since  it  began  up 
to  now. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.—The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Oamaru  and  myself  from  the  past 
history  of  the  bank,  know  how  we  have  had  to 
fight  that  institution  in  our  respective  dis- 
tricts. I  know  from  the  expression  on  the 
.  face  of  the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida 
that  he  does  not  approve  of  what  I  say. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— You  are  the 
member  for  Mount  Ida  yourself. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.-Well,  I  referred  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin,  but  I  was 
never  the  member  for  Mount  Ida.  I  repre- 
sent Waihemo.  Now,  one  honourable  member 
-en  the  opposite  side  said  that  if  we  only  left 
the  shareholders  of  the  bank  aJone  they  would 
pay  their  liability.  If  they  really  hod  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Directors  on  the  Board,  as  some 
nononrable  members  say  they  should  have,  do 
you  think  that,  sitting  in  the  bank  parlour 
'rin  Wellington,  their  first  sympathies  would 
she   far   the  interests  of  this  colony?    They 


might  pay  the  interest  that  they  will  have 
to  pay  during  the  next  six  years ;  but  how 
would  it  be  paid?  What  guarantee  have  vm 
that  they  would  pay  that  interest  out  of  earn- 
ings, and  that  they  would  not  pay  it  out  of 
capital?  If  they  did  the  latter  they  would 
leave  us  at  the  end  of  six  years  in  the  position 
of  having  to  take  the  bank  over  and  to  "  fill  up 
another  big  hole,"  as  we  are  told  we  have  been 
doing  in  the  past.  Now,  these  gentlemen,  when 
they  met  in  solemn  conclave  in  Wellington 
yesterday,  went  into  politics.  They  found  fault 
with  members  of  this  House  for  daring  to  inter- 
fere with  their  interests  in  this  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  Was  not  that  so  ?  If  we  can  believe 
the  paper  published  this  morning,  one  of  those 
gentlemen,  at  the  general  meeting  of  share- 
holders in  Wellington,  described  the  members 
of  this  House  as  touts  for  other  banks,  and 
bound  hand  and  foot  to  other  banks ;  bat  if 
we  chose  we  might  say  something  about  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  having  its  paw  on  the 
House.  But  I  am  not  going  to  interfere  with 
them  further  than  to  say  that  it  shows  you 
that  if  these  shareholders  in  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  had  the  power  they  would  look  after 
their  own  interests,  and  let  the  interests  of  the 
colony  go  to  Hongkong  so  far  as  they  were 
concerned.  That  is  what  they  would  do.  One 
of  them  said  at  the  meeting  that  we  had  inter- 
fered with  their  interests;  but  if  we  had  not 
interfered  in  their  interests  where  would  they 
have  been  to-day  ?  The  bank  would  have  been 
closed  four  years  ago,  and  would  have  ruined  a 
great  many  of  them. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— A  good  job  too. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber says  **  A  good  job  too,"  but  I  do  not  think 
so.  It  would  not  have  been  a  good  job  to  close 
any  bank  in  this  colony.  What  would  have 
followed  after  that,  if  the  Government  of  this 
colony  and  Parliament  had  not  interfered,  as 
these  gentlemen  say?  They  would  have  lost 
their  money  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and 
would  have  had  to  lose  a  lot  more  over  their 
shares ;  and  that  being  the  case,  I  say  it  is 
very  ungrateful  to  refer  to  any  members  of  this 
House  in  the  way  they  referred  to  the.  mem- 
bers of  this  House  yesterday  at  their  meeting. 
Now,  Sir,  I  say  again  that  there  is  no  security, 
if  these  gentlemen  got  a  majority  of  directors 
on  that  bank,  that  they  would  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  There  is  no  assurance 
that  those  gentlemen,  if  they  desired  to  do  so, 
would  pay  any  interest  on  the  shares  or  divi- 
dends on  the  shares  or  look  after  the  interest 
of  the  shareholders.  They  allowed  their  direc- 
tors in  times  gone  by  to  pay  large  dividends 
year  after  year  to  the  shareholders  when  they 
knew  perfectly  well  that  the  bank  was  not 
earning  it.  They  knew  perfectly  well  that 
they  had  assets  on  their  books  which  would 
not  have  realised  anything  like  the  figurea 
placed  against  them,  and  that  course  has  been 
going  on  year  after  year ;  and  when  in  many 
coses  these  assets  have  been  sold  they  did 
not  realise  hiJf  what  the  bank  had  standing 
against  them.  Still,  some  of  the  shareholders 
would  like  the  people  of  the  colony  to  he- 
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lieve  that  we  are  not  able  or  competent 
to  manage  the  affair,  not  only  in  their  own 
interest,  but  in  the  interests  of  the  colony.  I 
say  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  to  have 
a  majority  of  directors  on  the  Board  of  that 
bank,  and  the  people  of  this  colony  will  not  be 
satisfied  unless  they  do  have  a  majority.  Then 
we  were  told  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  that  the  apoointment  of  Mr.  Watson 
was  a  mistake,  ana  that  the  Government  is 
responsible  for  it ;  but,  Sir,  we  had  great  diffi- 
culty at  the  time  in  getting  a  President  for  the 
bank,  and  I  myself  believed,  at  all  events,  from 
the  first,  and  it  is  my  belief  at  nresent,  that 
we  ought  to  have  kept  Mr.  John  Murray  here 
and  made  him  the  President  of  that  bacik. 

Hon.  Membbrs.— Ha,  ha  1 

Mr.  J.  McKEKZlE.^I  do  not  know  what 
honourable  members  are  laughing  at,  but  Mr. 
John  Murray  ought  to  have  been  kept  here  and 
made  responsible  for  what  he  put  before  the 
Qovemment,  this  House,  and  the  country,  and 
to  show  that  the  statements  he  made  to  the 
Qovemment  and  to  the  country  were  reallv  his 
statements.  Then,  Sir,  we  should  have  been 
able  to  have  dealt  with  him  in  a  proper  manner. 
Then,  we  were  told  time  after  time  that  we  be- 
lieved Mr.  John  Murray,  and  that  we  should  not 
have  believed  him.  Well,  Sir,  there  was  a  Ck>m- 
mittee  in  the  other  House  that  sat  upon  the 
first  Banking  Bill,  and  Mr.  John  Murray  went 
before  them.  He  gave  them  some  important  in- 
formation—the same  information  that  he  gave 
to  the  Governnbent — and  what  did  that  Com- 
mittee say  ?  It  reported  that  the  Banking  Bill 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed,  showing  that  they 
were  also  satisfied  ;  and  my  opinion  is  that 
the  proper  thing  was  to  have  kept  Mr.  John 
Murray  here,  and  to  have  made  him  take  the 
responsibility  for  his  actions.  That  was  not 
done,  however,  and  there  was  considerable 
difficulty  in  getting  a  President  for  the  bank 
at  the  time.  The  position  was  offered  to  two 
other  bankers  in  the.  colony,  and  so  was  the 
position  of  Auditor  offered  to  other  bankers,  but 
they  declined  it,  and  we  had  to  make  the  best 
selection  we  could,  and  offer  the  position  to 
Mr.  Watson.  Mr.  Watson  was  the  Inspector 
at  the  time  of  another  bank ;  and  honourable 
members  must  remember  that  then  nothing 
was  known  in  connection  with  the  Oolonial 
Bank  affairs,  as  far  as  the  Government  were 
concerned,  at  any  rate.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  referred  to- night  to  the  fact  of 
accounts  in  connection  with  the  Colonial 
Bank ;  and  in  referring  to  the  circular  issued 
by  Mr.  Watson — which  I  think,  myself,  was 
a  very  indiscreet  action  on  his  part— he  said 
that  Mr.  Watson  would  now  be  able  to  tell 
something  to  the  House  that  he  was  not  able 
to  do  some  years  ago  when  he  was  before  the 
Bankins  Committee.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber made  reference  to  an  account  called  the 
'*G"  account,  which  he  stated  to  this  House 
was  not  of  a  very  gratifying  nature.  Now, 
Sir,  the  **  C "  account  has,  I  believe,  paid 
more  money  to  the  bank  than  the  "B"  ac- 
count. We  have  to  consider  the  fact  that  to 
the  Colonial  Bank  no  less  a  sum  than  £268,000 
Mr,  J.  McKmMie 


has  been  lost  in  connection  with  the  "B*** 
account,  which  has  all  been  kept  secret 
£268,000  has  been  written  off  the  aooonnts  of 
people  in  this  colony  in  connection  with  the- 
Oolonial  Bank  that  no  one  knows  anything 
about.  That  account  has  been  a  far  greater 
loss  to  the  bank  than  the  "C"  account,  which 
was  put  up,  I  believe,  for  the  purpose  of  crash- 
ing one  individual.  The  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  went  on  to  say  the  present 
Government  were  not  fit  to  appoint  proper  men 
as  directors  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and 
that  were  we  not  to  be  trusted.  *<  Look,  Sir," 
said  he,  **  at  the  past  appointments.  Look  at 
the  Supreme  Court  Bench  appointments." 
What  apDointments  have  we  made?  We  have- 
appointed  since  we  came  here  two  Judges- 
Judge  Edwards  and  Judge  Pennefather.  Judge 
Edwards  was  appointed  a  Judge  by  the  honour- 
able member's  own  friends  before  we  came 
into  office,  and  surely  he  would  not  say  that 
was  a  bad  appointment. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— No. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— Well,  he  said,  <*Look 
at  the  appointments  made  to  the  Supreme 
Court  Bench."  Can  the  honourable  gentleman 
say  that  the  recent  appointment  in  Dunedin 
was  a  political  one,  or  that  that  gentleman 
was  in  any  way  connected  with  politics  ? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— No. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZlE.— Well,  was  not  that  a 
good  appointment,  and  why  does  he  find  fault 
with  it  ?  Then,  look  at  the  appointments  made 
by  our  opponents  to  the  Supreme  Court  Bench. 
Look  at  the  apiiointments  of  Judge  Conolly 
and  Judge  Denniston.  Were  they  not  Tories- 
and  Conservatives  in  politics  ? 

Hon.  Membsbs.— Oh  I 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  challenges  me  to-night  with  regard 
to  political  appointments,  and  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  says  these  things  I 
am  not  going  to  be  put  off  the  scent  like  that. 
But,  Sir,  I  have  no  fault  with  those  gentlemen^ 
nor  do  I  care  what  politics  they  may  hold,  but 
I  say  we  have  not  appointed  Judges  from  our 
own  side  in  politics. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Oh  I 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber says  *'  Oh  I "  Well,  I  would  like  to  know 
who  they  are.  Can  he  name  them  ?  Then, 
it  is  said,  *'  Look  at  the  class  of  men  you  have 
put  into  the  Upper  House.  Can  you  trust  a 
Government  whe  would  put  that  class  of  men 
into  the  Upper  House?"  What  has  that 
to  do  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  ?  Nothing 
at  all.  But  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  appointments  we  made  to  the  Upper  House 
are  about  the  only  live  members  in  uiat  House 
at  the  present  moment,  and  I  say  they  are  quite 
as  good  men  as  those  put  there  by  our  prede- 
cessors, in  every  way.  Now,  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  referred  to  this  balance-sheet  as  an  un- 
clean balance-sheet.  Does  he  mean  to  say  iof 
one  moment  that  such  men  as  Mr.  Maoarthy  or 
Mr.  Johnston  would  have  anything  to  do  with 
unclean  things  or  unclean  balance-sheets?' 
I  venture  to  eay  he  would  not  dare  to  say  that- 
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ftoywheze  exoepfe  in  this  Hoaae,  where  people 
aay  wonderful  things.  Now,  with  regard  to 
this  balance-sheet.  I,  for  one,  at  any  rate,  do 
not  for  a  moment  believe  that  it  is  a  *'  oooked  " 
balance-sheet.  There  may  have  been  mistakes 
of  judgment  in  arriving  at  a  proper  decision 
respecting  matters  fai  the  balance-sheet,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  anything  has  been  done 
wilfully  with  intent  to  deceive.  And  if  there 
has  been  anything  of  the  kind,  who  is  respon- 
sible for  it  7  Is  it  not  Mr.  Butt,  the  late  Audi- 
tor of  the  bank?  Was  he  not,  too,  responsible 
for  the  balances  of  1888,  and  did  he  not  come  be- 
fore the  Banking  Committee  and  give  evidence, 
and  come  back  and  correct  it  afterwards  ?  Did 
he  not  sign  an  agreement  with  the  bank,  with- 
out (he  knowledge  of  the  Oovernment,  that 
he  was  to  have  a  certain  position  if  he 
went  out  of  the  auditorship.  And  now  the 
honourable  gentleman  winds  up  by  saying 
that  he  has  signed  a  bogus  balance-sheet. 
So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  there  is  anything  wrong  in  the 
bsianoe-sheet  it  ought  to  have  been  seen  by 
Mr.  Butt,  for  there  is  no  one  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  than  Mr.  Butt.  I  say  that  even  a 
suspicion  of  that  nature  in  the  mind  of  the 
honourable  member  goes  to  show  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  something  should  be 
done  to  put  the  bank  on  a  proper  footing.  And 
now  I  am  coming  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa.  The  honourable  member  says, 
"  Why  did  you  make  So-andso  Justices  of  the 
Peace  ?  "  Well,  I  ask  the  honourable  member 
— he  is  a  flockowner  himself — if  he  can  arrive 
at  any  conclusion  as  to  how  there  can  possibly 
be  a  black  sheep  in  a  white  flock.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  seen  that  often  and  often 
—that  a  black  iamb  should  come  in  a  white 
flock.  The  father  was  white  and  the  dam  was 
white,  and  yet  there  was  a  black  lamb  occa- 
sionally. And  in  the  list  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  it  ie  possible,  even  with  the  utmost 
oare  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  that 
a  black  sheep  should  get  in  among  the  flock. 
Should  the  honourable  gentlemen  come  to 
this  side  of  the  House  they  will  find  among 
their  newly  created  Justices  of  the  Peace  they 
will  get  a  black  sheep  occasionally,  without 
being  able  to  account  for  how  it  came  about. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  holds  me  re- 
imonsible  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Barns. 
The  way  I  am  responsible  for  that  was  that  I 
was  foolish  enough  to  give  way  to  the  advice  I 
got  from  the  Tories  of  Wanganui.  I  do  admit 
that  I  should  not  have  given  way,  but  should 
have  used  my  own  judgment,  and  then  I  should 
Dot  have  appointed  Mr.  Bams ;  but  in  a  weak 
moment  I  gave  way  and  acted  on  this  petition 
which  I  got,  signed  by  Wanganui  Tories.  But 
I  am  not  going  to  give  way  to  the  advice  of 
Tories  in  appointing  directors  to  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  I  may  say  we  do  not  look  for- 
ward with  pleasure  to  the  performance  of  that 
duty.  I  would  much  sooner  the  House  had 
relieved  us  from  this  duty ;  but  we  are  not  a 
Oovernment  that  shirks  responsibility,  and  if 
the  Honae  throws  the  responsibility  upon  us  we 
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will  endeavour  to  get  the  best  men  possible  as 
directors  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  I 
believe  we  will  not  let  even  a  black  sheep  get 
amongst  them. 

Mr.  MONTQOMERY  (Ellesmere).  •—  Sir,  I 
am  very  glad  to  see  that  there  is  now  a  pro- 
spect of  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill  being 
carried.  I  was  not  at  all  certain  about  it 
at  first,  because  we  have  had  a  number  of 
Bank  Bills,  and  hitherto  the  rate  of  mor- 
tality among  them  has  been  rather  high.  But 
there  is  every  evidence  that  this  Bill  is  in- 
tended to  go  through,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to 
see  it  pass.  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  few  minutes  to  the  history  of 

11  30  ^^^  ^  *  ^^^  ^^  ^^  doing  I  shall  pro- 
bably  allude  to  the  action  of  the 
Premier  to  some  extent.  But  I  wish  to  say 
this  at  the  outset:  that  I  believe  the  Pre- 
mier is  thoroughly  in  earnest  in  psissing 
this  Bill,  and  I  believe  that  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  banking  legislation  he 
has  been  directly  interested  in  passing  legisla- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  the  bank  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  colony.  I  say  that  unhesi- 
tatingly, and  the  remarks  I  bave  to  make 
about  his  inconsistent  conduct  do  not  take 
away  from  that,  but  rather  go  to  show  that, 
while  there  was  influence  affecting  him,  he 
himself  was  always  anxious  to  pass  legislation 
which  would  be  directly  to  the  interest  of  the 
bank  and  the  colony.  At  the  beginning  the 
Premier  was  in  the  position,  as  we  all  were,  of 
the  proverbial  fly  that  was  enticed  into  the 
web  by  the  guileless  spider,  Mr.  John  Murray ;. 
and  ever  since  not  only  the  Premier,  not  only 
the  Government,  but  all  the  rest  of  us,  have 
been  endeavouring  to  get  out  of  the  web,  and 
so  far  with  but  little  success.  I  hope  as  time 
goes  on  we  shall  get  out  of  the  web.  For  the 
present  I  must  admit  we  are  entangled  just 
as  much  as  ever.  A  good  deal  has  been  said 
about  the  Premier  accepting  responiibility  in 
connection  with  this  banking  business,  and 
honourable  members  have  said,  and  in  par- 
ticular the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  said, 
that  the  responsibility  must  rest  with  the  Go- 
vernment. Well,  I  am  free  to  admit  the  re- 
sponsibility should  rest  with  the  Government^ 
and  I  will  say  this :  It  has  not  been  a  responsi- 
bility which  the  Premier  has  taken  up  will- 
ingly. Autocrat  though  he  is,  he  would  gladly 
relinquish  all  his  power  and  all  hU  responsi- 
bility in  connection  with  the  bank  if  he  could 
with  safety  to  the  colony ;  and,  as  far  as  the 
Opposition  go,  they  have  a  very  poor  record  to 
show  in  connection  with  this  bank.  If  we  go 
back  to  1894,  they  were  informed  of  the  posi- 
tion in  the  same  manner  as  the  Government 
were  informed. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — No. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Well,  they  received 
sufficient  information  from  the  Premier  to  pre- 
vent them  opposing  the  Bill.  Did  they  receive 
any  more  Information  than  the  Government  T 
Was  there  anv  more  information  which  they 
received  that  they  have  not  told  us  of  ?  Surely 
they  received  enough  to  induce  them  to  support 
the  Banking  Bill ;  they  felt  bound  to  take  up 
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the  attitude  that  what  the  Government  was 
doing  was  for  the  best  interests  of  the  ooantry. 
If  they  were  not  satisfied  they  should  not  have 
supported  the  Bill  at  all.  They  should  have 
said,  "  We  will  not  be  a  party  to  this  in  any 
way  whatever,"  ancT  have  called  for  a  division 
against  it.  Then,  we  will  take  the  Committee 
of  1895  ;  and  from  that  time  they  must  accept 
their  share  of  the  responsibility,  because,  as 
members  of  that  Goomiittee,  they  concurred  in 
the  report  that  was  presented.  Then,  let  us 
take  the  Committee  of  1896:  what  was  their 
attitude?  They  would  not  accept  any  re- 
sponsibility at  all.  They  were  offered  a  fair 
representation  on  the  Committee,  and  they 
declined  to  go  on  that  Committee ;  and  I 
say  that  now,  when  they  are  accusing  the 
Government  in  connection  with  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  they  have  put  themselves  out  of 
Court.  When  they  say  the  Government  should 
have  obtained  further  information,  that  they 
should  have  gone  to  the  bottom  of  the  affairs 
of  the  bank,  we  may  say,  "  Why  did  you  not 
assist?" 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— When  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— In  1896. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— We  could  not. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— You  could  not  I 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Then,  you  had  the 
opportunity  of  trying  to  do  so,  and  instead  of  try- 
ing to  do  so  you  said  you  would  not  go  on  the 
Committee  at  all ,  and  you  must  take  the  responsi- 
bility  attached.  If  we  do  not  get  to  the  bottom 
of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  you  must  take  the 
responsibility,  as  you  did  not  go  on  the  Com- 
mittee at  all.  But  I  wish  to  allude,  as  I  have 
said,  to  the  position  the  Premier  has  taken  up, 
because,  earnest  though  he  is  now,  throu^ 
oircamstanoes  that  have  forced  it  upon  him, 
there  was  a  time  when  he  did  not  take  up  this 
position.  I  wish  to  enter  a  protest  against  the 
Premier  on  the  ground  of  inconsistent  run- 
ning. He  is  not  like  the  celebrated  jockey 
who  always  rode  to  win.  Going  back  to  the 
Banking  Committee  of  1896,  we  know  what 
happened.  I  need  not  go  over  it  again.  We 
know  to  some  extent  it  was  a  farce,  and  we 
know  who  was  responsible  for  making  it  a  farce. 
I  say  deliberately  it  was  the  Premier.  And  it 
was  a  farce  largely  because  the  Opposition 
would  not  go  on  the  Committee ;  it  was  be- 
cause they  allowed  the  Premier  to  rule  the 
whole  Committee. 

An.  Hon.  Membeb. — He  would  not  allow  Mr. 
Duthie  to  go  on. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— The  Opposition  had 
no  right  to  say  what  members  should  go  on. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Yes,  they  had. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— They  have  not.  Any 
member  of  the  House  can  suggest  members  for 
a  Committee,  and  they  can  be  voted  on,  but 
the  Opposition  have  not  the  right  to  nominate 
members.  Take  the  "  left  wing  '* :  We  never 
assert  the  right  of  placing  members  on  a  Com- 
mittee ;  we  never  get  a  show.  On  that  Com- 
mittee we  did  not  get  to  the  bottom  of  the 
affairs  of  the  bank.  Probably  there  were  many 
people  at  fault. 

Mr,  Montgomery 


An  Hon.  Membeb.- Have  we  got  there  now? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  we  have ;  I  am  prepared  to  say  we 
never  shall.  It  was  probably  to  some  extent 
through  the  Chairman,  who  although  very  well- 
meaning — I  believe  he  was  very  desirous  to 
please  every  one— but  he'  was  not  what  we 
would  call  on  that  Committee  a  masterful  man ; 
or,  rather,  there  was  one  autocrat  on  the  Com- 
mittee and  there  was  not  room  for  two.  But  I 
wish  to  point  out  the  position  of  the  Premier 
and  the  President  on  the  Committee.  While 
the  Committee  was  going  on,  the  President  was 
the  Premier's  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend ; 
he  informed  him  on  all  matters ;  hand-in-hand 
they  kept  the  bridge  which  guarded  the  secrete 
of  the  bank ;  one  might  have  thought  they 
were  twin  brethren.  But  when  the  Committee 
had  finished  we  had  a  sub- committee,  and  pre- 
sently, to  the  astonishment  of  many  members, » 
report  was  presented  recommending  that  the 
philosopher  and  friend,  and  his  mend  the 
Manager  of  the  bank  (Mr.  Maokenzde),  should 
be  removed  from  the  management  of  the  bank. 
Now,  I  will  say  this :  I  thought  the  Premier 
took  a  very  bold  course,  and  my  opmion  of  the 
Government  in  connection  with  banking  legis- 
lation went  up  at  once,  for  this  reason :  that  I 
thought  when  the  Premier  was  prepared  to 
brave  the  anger  of  the  President  and  the 
General  Manager  there  could  not  be  vezy 
much  behind  which  the  President  could  teU 
of  the  Government.  What  was  the  next  step  ? 
A  Bill  was  brought  in  in  1896 ;  it  was  brought 
in  perhaps  in  rather  a  half-hearted  manner. 
The  BiU  passed  through  this  House,  and  it 
got  strangled  in  the  Upper  House  in  a  re- 
markable manner.  Thereby  hangs  a  tale. 
What  that  tale  is  probably  we  shall  never 
know.  In  New  Zealand  oar  banking  legislation 
is  and  always  has  been  the  home  of  mystery. 
Whatever  have  been  the  ostensible  objeois 
of  every  Banking  Bill,  there  have  been  in- 
fiuences  outside  the  House  whose  prime  objeot 
has  not  been  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  or  of  the  bank.  Invisible  hands  have 
been  pulling  the  strings  behind  the  scenes; 
unseen  agents  have  been  pressing  on  the  Pre- 
mier to  bring  in  Bills  or  pulling  him  back  when 
they  thought  the  Bills  were  endangering  some 
of  their  interests.  They  have  been  influencing 
the  Government  all  along,  and  we  have  never 
known  the  secret  springs  of  action  which  have 
induced  the  Premier  to  bring  in  Bills,  or  to 
drop  them  when  the  Bills  were  not  suitable. 
How  else  can  we  explain  the  inconsistency  I 
have  spoken  of  —  the  Premier's  friendliness 
with  the  President  at  the  Conunittee,  and  his 
sudden  change  of  policy?  How  can  we  ex- 
plain the  peculiar  manner  in  which  Bills  have 
been  introduced  in  a  half-hearted  manner? 
How  explain  the  way  in  which  the  Premier 
seemed  half  afraid  lest  he  should  be  taken 
at  his  word,  when  he  recommended  that  the 
President  should  be  removed  from  office  ?  How 
can  we  explain  else  the  fact  that,  when  the  BIU 
had  passed  this  House,  it  was  by  some  means 
killed  in  the  Upper  House  ?  How  was  it  killed  ? 
We  aU  know ;  because  the  two  Honses  oonld 
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not  agree  on  a  olanse  in  relation  to  aoooonts  in 
the  ^*  B  "  list.  The  Upper  House  insisted  upon 
•certain  amendments,  and  who  were  the  mem- 
hers  of  the  Upper  House  who  insisted  on  these 
amendments  ?  The  remarkable  thing  was  that 
it  was  the  right-hand  supporters  of  the  Gk>vern- 
ment  who  refused  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  through 
the  Upper  House,  and  the  Bill  would  have 
passed  tne  Upper  House  if  the  ordinary  Govern- 
ment supporters  had  voted  as  they  generally 
do.  I  do  not  know  what  were  the  facts,  but  I 
will  say  this:  I  have  a  strong  feeling  that 
the  Premier  was  not  altogether  an  unwilling 
|iarty  to  the  throwing-out  of  the  Banking  Bill 
m  1896.  Whether  he  was  an  accessory  before 
the  fact  I  cannot  say.  One  can  only  judge 
by  appearances,  but  I  believe  if  he  had  wished 
that  Bill  to  pass  through  the  Upper  House  in 
1896  it  would  have  been  passed  without  any 
great  difficulty.  I  again  attribute  it  to  these 
nnseen  influences  acting  behind  the  scenes. 
Coming,  then,  to  1897 :  again  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced— not  introduced  at  a  time  of  the 
MBsion  when  the  Bill  could  pass— it  was  not 
introduced,  like  the  Bill  we  are  now  discussing, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  but  it  was 
brought  in  almost  in  its  dying  hours,  and  again 
in  a  very,  very  half-hearted  way,  a  few  reasons 
were  given  why  the  President  should  be  abo- 
lished. In  fact,  the  President  again  received  a 
certificate  of  character  from  the  Premier,  and 
the  earliest  opportunity  was  taken  of  dropping 
the  Bill— dropping  it  on  the  question  whether 
there  should  be  six  directors.  It  was  said  that 
six  directors  were  no  good  at  all — that  it  was 
better  to  drop  the  BUI  than  to  have  only  six 
directors.  Well,  the  Bill  was  dropped.  But 
in  this  session  of  1898 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Give  the  history  correctly. 
It  was  rejected  by  the  Legislative  Council  in 
1896. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— We  got  to  the  exact 
position  that  we  started  with  at  the  beginning 
of  this  session  ;  and  if  they  succeed  in  going  on 
with  it  this  session,  why  did  they  not  succeed 
in  going  on  with  it  last  session  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  was  practically  beaten  on 
it  last  session. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— He  was  beaten  on  it. 
fie  did  not  accept  It  then,  but  he  does  accept  it 
now.  I  think  he  is  right  in  doing  so.  Last 
session  there  was  not  time  for  it  to  go  through. 
But  now,  in  this  session  of  1898,  a  change  has 
oome  o*er  the  spirit  of  the  dream,  and  there  is 
eyetry  evidence  the  Bill  is  now  intended  to  pass. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  the  Cabinet  are 
in  earnest  on  this  matter,  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  Bill  has  been  pressed  on.  It  was 
bfonght  on  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  and 
every  opportunity  has  been  given  to  discuss  it, 
and  therefore  it  looks  to  me— I  say  looks,  because 
when  we  deal  with  these  banking  matters  we 
have  to  trust  to  looks — that  it  is  going  through 
this  session.  We  have  the  fact  that  for  the 
first  time  the  President  has  wakened  from  his 
long  sleep  of  apathy.  Ever  since  the  Banking 
<Jommittee  reported  in  1896  he  has  taken  no 
interest  in  the  hanking  legislation.  Although 
his  chaiaoter  apparently  was  refieoted  upon  by 


that  Committee,  although  the  Committee  said 
that  in  order  to  restore  confidence  in  the  bank 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  President 
and  his  General  Manager  should  be  removed,  he 
thought  that  no  reason  whatever  for  protesting 
then.  During  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  of 
1896  he  saw  no  reason ;  and  during  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill  of  1897  he  saw  no  reason. 
Perhaps  he  surmised,  and  surmised  correctly, 
that  those  Bills  were  not  intended  to  pass. 
But,  at  any  rate,  the  most  hopeful  sign  of 
the  times  is  now  to  find  that  tne  President 
is  really  getting  anxious,  that  he  is  waking 
up,  that  he  is  beginning  even  to  read  Haiv- 
sard.  We  find,  in  this  extraordinary  manifesto 
of  his,  evidence  that  he  has  read  the  Hansard 
reports  relating  to  the  debates  of  last  session, 
and  I  also  know  that  he  read  them  before.  I 
may  add  that  it  can  be  proved  that  he  read 
them  shortly  after  last  session,  and  he  adds,  by 
the  way,  that  he  read  the  papers  apparently 
never  noticing  anything.  I  took  the  trouble  to 
look  up  the  papers.  1  looked  up  the  Times  and 
I  looked  up  the  Post^  and  I  found  that  my 
speech,  of  which  he  complains,  was  reported 
remarkably  fully — ^in  almost  the  exact  words  he 
uses  in  this  manifesto.  Strange  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  whom  one  would  think  was 
intimately  interested  in  the  banking  legislation 
and  his  removal  from  office,  should  neither  take 
the  trouble  to  read  Hansard  nor  to  read  care- 
fully the  morning  papers.  However,  we  will 
pass  that  by.  He  complains,  not  ojf  what  I 
said  last  session;  apparently  he  complained 
that  I  said  I  believed  he  was  not  to  be  trusted. 
I  said  it  then,  and  I  am  now  astonished  at 
my  own  moderation.  1  might  have  gone  very 
much  further  and  with  great  truth.  I  do  not 
propose  now  to  go  into  all  the  reasons  why  I 
believe  he  was  not  to  be  trusted.  That  has 
been  ably  touched  upon  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea ;  but  I  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  consider  this:  that  the  Committee — 
ten  members  of  them — all  agreed  that  to  re- 
store confidence  in  the  bank  we  ought  to  get 
rid  of  the  President,  and  we  agreed  for  reasons 
which  came  out  in  evidenoe.  I  invite  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  to  read  what  Mr.  Maoarthy  says  on 
the  subject.  I  invite  him  also  to  read  the  ac- 
count of  the  examination  of  the  Colonial  Bank. 
He  will  find  there  that  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  insisted  on  a  rigid 
scrutiny  of  those  accounts,  and  for  this  they 
quarrelled  with  the  President.  We  have  it 
stated  that, — 

**The  Inspectors'  views  on  some  of  the 
accounts,  or  securities  attached  to  them,  were 
so  materially  different  to  Mr.  Watson's  that 
they  caused  a  good  deal  of  friction,  and  on  one 
particular  occasion  Mr.  Watson  lost  his  temper. 
We,  as  directors,  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
their  position  should  not  be  jeopardized,  and 
gave  uiem  an  agreement  for  three  years — as 
Mr.  Maoarthy  says,  *  to  protect  them  against 
the  possible  caprice  of  Mr.  Watson.'  Mr. 
Watson  afterwards  agreed  to  it.  Probably  ha 
realised  himself  that  his  temper  had  outrun  his 
judgment  at  the  time." 
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Then,  we  read  again  that  "the  Inspectors 
took  up  a  wholly  Independent  position  '* ;  and 
we  read  too  that  <'  their  suggestions  were  home 
out  hy  the  facts  afterwards,"  and  that  "  their 
criticism  and  advice  was  most  valuable  to  us  in 
determining  the  value  of  the  accounts."  Of 
oourse,  we  knew  perfectly  well  that  there  was 
a  deeJ  of  jealousy  on  the  staff,  and  that  the 
staff  treated  the  accounts  severely.  I  could 
go  on,  reading  a  good  deal  between  the  lines; 
but,  considering  the  fact  that  we  only  got  the 
evidence  with  extreme  difficulty  from  our  wit- 
nesses, one  might  read  a  good  deal  between 
the  lines.  I  ask  any  one  to  read  between  those 
hues  to  come  to  the  conclusion  whether  it  was 
the  Inspectors  or  the  President  who  were  most 
anxious  to  make  a  thorough  scrutiny  of  the  ac- 
counts and  get  the  best  possible  bargain  for  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  But  I  ask  this  to  be 
considered :  whether  his  former  relationship' 
with  the  Colonial  Bank  had  not  a  good  deal  to 
do  with  the  lenient  way  in  which  he  was  dis- 

S>aed  to  treat  the  accounts  of  the  Colonial 
ank.  I  have  no  time  to  do  so,  but  I  ask 
honourable  members  to  look  up  the  question  of 
the  good-will— to  look  into  that  question  of  the 
investment  in  £20,000  of  debentures  recom- 
mended to  the  directors  on  the  sole  authority 
of  the  President,  who  said  he  knew  all  about  it. 
And  I  ask  honourable  members  to  remember, 
ioo,  that  it  was  part  of  the  consideration  for  the 
good- will  that  those  had  to  be  guaranteed  by  the 
Colonial  Bank  afterwards.  What  was  said  by 
the  directors?  That  they  were  of  very  little 
value.  With  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the 
directors  about  the  President,  the  report  of 
the  meeting  to-day  has  been  quoted.  It  will 
be  noticed  in  the  Post  report,  which  I  have 
here,  that  while  Mr.  Macarthy,  and  Mr.  Booth, 
and  Mr.  Tegetmeier  spoke,  not  one  of  them  has 
a  good  word  to  say  for  the  President  of  the 
bank.  Is  that  not  a  remarkable  state  of 
things  to  exist  amongst  a  Board  of  Directors, 
and  does  it  not  show  there  is  friction  some- 
where? We  should  find  out  where  that  fric- 
tion is.  There  are  two  shareholders  who 
moved  and  seconded  this  resolution  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Watson,  and  in  the  report  printed  there 
is  not  a  good  word  said  by  either  of  them  of 
the  President  of  the  bank.  I  have  no  time  to 
spend  further  on  that  subject.  He  tells  us 
now  that  he  wishes  to  have  the  management 
inquired  into : — 

« Circumstances  have  transpired  which 
render  it  no  longer  necessary  to  observe 
reticence  with  regard  to  the  account  referred 
to  above,  and  I  claim  as  a  right  that  before 
passing  a  Bill  whereby  my  honour  and  repu- 
tation would  suffer  Parliament  should  issue  a 
full  inquiry  into  all  my  acts.'* 
'  There  has  been  two  years  to  do  this — two 
years  to  petition  the  House  for  an  inquiry. 
And  now  we  are  told  by  the  Premier  that  his 
honour  is  satisfied,  apparently,  and  he  does  not 
intend  to  applv  for  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  know  he  is  not  going  to 
petition  the  House. 

Mr.    MONTGOMERY.— Well,    his   honour 
is  apparently  satisfied.    Perhaps  it  may  be  he 
Mr,  Montgomery 


may  take  an  opportunity  of  appearing  before 
the  Supreme  Court  later  on.  I  hope  so.  If  he 
has  a  tale  to  unfold,  let  us  have  it.  There  is  no 
one  stopping  him  from  unfolding  it.  He  can 
write  to  the  papers  again.  If  it  is  for  the  good 
of  the  colony,  if  it  is  for  the  good  of  the  bank, 
if  it  is  to  clear  up  his  honour,  let  us,  for  Good- 
ness' sake,  have  the  statement.  Well,  to  come 
to  the  Bill  about  the  directorate.  It  is  very^ 
reluctantly  that  I  agree  to  the  proposal.  I  ad- 
mit that  the  colony  should  be  represented,  and 
largely  represented,  but  I  admit  that  I  am  able^ 
to  offer  no  other  solution  than  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  appoint  a  large  number.  If  I 
knew  of  any  other  body  capable  of  undertaking 
this  responsibility  I  would  say  so  at  once  ;  bat 
I  see  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Government 
would  not  select  the  best  men.  Charges  have 
been  made  against  the  Government  of  political 
partisanship  ;  but  looking  at  the  present  direc- 
tors, the  directors  in  favour  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  appointed  by  the  Government, 
whilst  the  Conservative  director  was  the 
Government  nominee.  As  to  wanting  a  Pre- 
sident, there  is  not  a  bank  in  the  Austral- 
asian Colonies  that  has  a  president.  You  do 
not  want  a  President  and  a  General  Manager 
both.  The  General  Manager  should  do  the  work^ 
and  be  responsible  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 
If  you  have  a  President  and  a  General  Manager 
it  is  a  case  of  too  many  cooks  spoiling  the 
broth.  On  the  other  hand,  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  way  it  is  proposed  to  take  away  his  con- 
tract. I  do  not  care  for  cancelling  agreements ; 
I  never  like  to  see  agreements  cancelled.  It  is 
all  very  well  saying,  **  Now  you  can  go  to  the* 
Court."  We  cancel  his  contracts— his  only 
weapon — we  take  away  his  sword,  and  say,  "  if 
you  want  to  fight,  come  on."  That  is  the  kind 
of  action  we  are  taking,  and  it  is  most  unfair. 

O,  it  is  excellent 
To  have  a  giant's  strength ;  bnt  it  1b  tyrannooB 
To  use  it  like  a  giant. 

We  are  told  it  is  to  save  expense.  The  ex- 
pense of  a  few  thousand  pounds  is  nothing  as 
compared  with  tbe  paramount  importance  of 
maintaining  our  commercial  honour.  We  are 
told  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  that  certain  Land 
Transfer  titles  connected  with  Horowhenua  are 
to  be  declared  void,  and  now  the  principle  is 
to  be  applied  to  contracts.  I  say  this:  that 
whenever  that  becomes  a  recognised  thing — 
a  proper  proceeding  for  the  Government — 
it  will  be  time  for  honest  men  to  leave  New 
Zealand.  I  do  not  believe  that  ever  will  be 
done.  I  believe  this  is  an  isolated  instance; 
but  I  say  when  we  are  cancelling  a  contraoft 
merely  to  save  a  few  thousand  pounds  we  are 
playing  with  fire,  and  the  time  will  come,  Sir». 
when  another  Government  will  be  on  those 
benches,  and  they  may  say,  '*  We  will  cancel  con- 
tracts also,"  and  will  point  to  the  precedent  we- 
are  now  creating.  Sir,  I  would  like  to  refer  to 
many  things,  but  I  have  not  time.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Inspectors,  I  am  glad  that  on  my 
suggestion  the  proposal  to  cancel  their  agree- 
ments was  taken  out  of  this  Bill.  The  Inspec- 
tors have  rendered  us  extremely  good  servioe^ 
and  if  we  go  back  to  the  year  1889  yon  wtU» 
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find  ii  was  the  Inspeotora  then  who  protested, 
along  with  Mr.  Tolhurst,  against  the  mis- 
management of  the  hank;  and  so  we  oannot 
say  they  were  the  people  who  brought  the  bank 
to  ruin.  They  were  also  the  officers  who  were 
most  zealous  in  their  examination  of  the 
Colonial  Bank's  aoooiints,  and  I  think,  Sir,  it 
is  ingratitude  for  us  to  treat  the  Inspectors,  or 
propose  to  do  so,  in  this  cavalier  manner  by 
cancelling  their  agreements.  Now,  Sir,  it  has 
been  said  that  this  legislation  ought  to  be  final, 
and  I  am  of  that  opinion  too.  We  are  always 
tinkering  with  the  bank,  and  every  time  we 
harry  it  and  worry  it  we  are  just  taking  so 
much  off  its  value  to  the  colony.  It  is  time 
we  recognised  that  unless  there  is  something 
of  the  greatest  national  importance  we  should 
leave  the  bank  to  work  out  its  own  destiny. 
Hitherto  we  have  been  acting  like  little  ohild- 
len  who  plant  flowers  iknd  then  are  unable  to 
resist  the  temptation  to  pull  them  up  every 
week  to  see  how  they  are  growing.  Well,  Sir, 
that  is  not  the  way  to  build  up  a  firm  national 
bank.  I  think  everything  connected  with  the 
bank  should  be  put  in  this  Bill,  and  when  it  is 
passed  we  should  have  simply  the  policy  enun- 
ciated by  several  honourable  members — the 
policy  of  peace.  I  would  almost  say  peace  at 
any  price.  Let  us  pass  this  Bill,  and  let  us 
not  indulge  in  this  cavalier  criticism  in  regard 
to  the  insecurity  of  the  bank.  I  do  not  like 
to  hear  it.  I  do  not  like  to  hear  honourable 
members  sneeringf  at  the  security  of  the  bank  ; 
and  when  I  saw  that  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Wellington  proposed  that  we  should  lose  two 
millions  of  money  to  get  rid  of  the  bank  I  felt 
ashamed  to  see  it.  The  bank  is  a  sound  insti- 
tution. Sir. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— How  did  you  find  it  out? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  I  have  been  into 
this  matter  probably  more  carefully  than  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City,  and  I 
believe,  if  a  private  company  were  to  take  the 
bank  and  separate  it  entirely  from  this  parlia- 
mentary infiuenoe  and  work  it,  they  would 
make  a  very  good  thing  out  of  it.  Like  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  I  believe  in  the  **  Hooleyisa- 
tion  "  of  the  bank ;  and  I  would  like  to  Bay,  by 
the  way,  that  he  was  not  the  first  to  suggest  it. 
I  wish  to  give  honour  to  whom  honour  is  due, 
if  there  is  any  honour  attaching  to  it.  Imme- 
diately after  the  session  of  1896,  and  in  my 
address  to  my  constituents,  I  said  this : — 

**  What  he  considered  should  be  done  was 
that  the  bank's  estates  should  be  liquidated  as 
soon  as  possible,  or  sold  to  a  syndicate,  which 
would  let  the  colony  see  how  matters  stood. 
Then,  arrangements  should  be  made  for  trans- 
forming the  two-million  guarantee  scrip  and 
the  colony's  preference  shares;  and,  having 
them  disposed  of,  the  bank  should  then  be  left 
to  private  enterprise,  m  it  was  best  for  both  the 
bank  and  the  State  that  they  should  part. 
This,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  the  future  policy 
in  connection  with  the  bank,  and  he  sincerely 
hoped  it  would  be  adopted." 

I  hope,  Sir,  it  will  be  adopted.  I  am  glad  to 
Me  the  Premier  takes  the  same  view,  and,  with 
him,  I  think  we  ought  now  to  let  the  bank 


work  out  its  own  destiny,  until  it  shows  itself 
to  be  a  strong  paying  concern,  and  then  the 
bank  and  the  State  should  part.  If  that  is 
done  I  believe  the  report  of  the  Committee 
will  be  more  than  yerified,  and  the  report  was 
this:— 

"  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  if  the 
outlook  for  our  commerce  and  agricultural  pro- 
ducts continues  as  satisfactory  as  it  is  at  the 
present  time,  and  if  a  competent,  expert,  and 
reliable  management  is  assured,  the  bank  will 
ultimately  be  able  to  meet  all  its  engage- 
ments." 

12  0  Whatever  has  been  said  in  the  House, 
'  when  we  came  to  that  conclusion  we 
did  so  deliberately,  and  I  firmly  believe  it  la 
true  now. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin  City). 
— Sir,  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that,  actuated  by 
a  sense  of  public  duty,  I  have  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proposition  now  before  the  House. 
I  say  I  am  sorry  to  do  it,  because  the  House,  I 
am  perfectly  dure,  must  be  extremely  tired  of 
this  bank  question,  and  I  am  very  tired  of  it  my- 
self.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House  to-night  beyond  merely  showing  the 
necessity  for  the  amendment.  Sir,  I  am  very 
glad  to  find  that,  by  the  tone  and  tenor  of  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down,  he  will,  I  think,  be  very  glad  in- 
deed to  support  my  amendment.  I  gathered 
that  from  his  address.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  if  the  President  of  the  bank  had 
a  tale  to  unfold  the  House  should  have  it,  and 
I  therefore  propose  to  gratify  both  him  and 
the  House.  Therefore  I  propose.  Sir,  as 
an  amendment  to  the  motion  for  the  third 
reading  of  this  Bill,  That  all  the  words  after 
**  That "  be  omitted,  in  order  to  insert  the  words, 
**  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is  not  desir- 
able to  proceed  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
and  Banking  Bill  until  the  President  and  the 
directors  of  the  bank  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  being  examined  upon  all  matters  proposed 
to  be  effected  by  the  Bill."  Sir,  the  House 
may  laugh,  and  the  Premier  may  sigh,  but  I 
am  not  at  all  disposed  to  laugh.  It  is  far  too 
serious  a  matter  for  that.  One  of  the  matters 
proposed  to  be  effected  by  the  Bill  is  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Watson.  That,  therefore,  is  a 
subject  to  be  dealt  with  when  he  is  examined 
before  a  Committee  of  this  House.  We  may 
ask  him  for  such  information  as  any  honour- 
able member  desires  to  extract.  We  may  ask 
him  questions  that  some  honourable  members 
have  lamented  that  we  have  not  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  asking  him. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.  —  He  will  not  answer 
them. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Let  us  have  a 
trial,  at  any  rate.  The  President  wants  to  be 
examined,  and  has  requested  to  be  examined. 
This  House  in  Committee  passed  a  resolution, 
by  a  small  majority,  which  carried  with  it  an 
instruction  that  Mr.  Watson  was  to  be  ex- 
amined by  a  Committee.  That  was  upset  the 
next  morning  by  the  Premier,  who  used  his 
majority  for  the  purpose.  I  say  we  should 
have  the  opportunity  yet,  and  we  should  have 
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the  opportunity  of  examining  not  only  the 
President,  but  the  directors  at  the  same  time. 
How,  Sir,  I  shall  proceed  well  within  the  time 
at  my  disposal  to  show  the  necessity  for  the 
amendmcDt.  I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
throughout  the  course  of  his  speech,  for  I  have 
not  the  time;  but  one  thing  he  said  it  may 
be  desirable  for  me  to  mention.  In  rather 
dramatic  style  he  turned  to  the  present 
Opposition  and  said,  "  As  for  the  Opposition, 
their  own  record  is  nothing  to  boast  about  in 
this  banking  legislation."  Then  he  explained 
to  them  that  they  were  really  consulted  in 
1894,  when  the  two-million  guarantee  to  the 
bank  came  before  the  House.  They  were 
consulted,  forsooth !  I  can  speak  about  the 
matter  impartially  because  I  was  not  in  the 
House  at  the  time,  and  therefore  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition.  What  does  the  honour- 
able member  mean  by  **  consulting  "  the  Oppo- 
sition ?  The  Opposition  consisted,  if  I  remem- 
ber aright,  of  some  fifteen  members  of  this 
House,  when  the  Government  party,  of  whom 
the  honourable  member  was  one,  was  about 
sixty. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Sixteen. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Sixteen,  was 
it? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Eighteen. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Possibly  there 
were  eighteen  Oppositionists ;  but  it  does  not 
matter.  They  were  a  very  small  minority  in 
the  House,  and  he  tells  us  they  were  consulted. 
How  were  they  consulted?  They  were  con- 
sulted after  the  same  fashion  that  the  un- 
fortunate Spaniards  are  being  consulted  by  the 
Americans  now  in  the  proposed  terms  of  peace. 
That  is  the  sort  of  consultation. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — I  am  sorry  to  hear  you 
compare  the  Opposition  to  the  Spaniards. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  do  not  do  so, 
except  in  so  far  as  the  Spaniards  are  a  gallant 
nation,  fighting  against  tremendous  odds.  Or 
let  us  say  that  the  consultation  was  after  the 
manner  that  a  client  would  be  consulted  by  his 
solicitor,  who  goes  to  him  and  says,  **  If  you  do 
not  do  what  I  tell  you  you  must  take  the  con- 
sequences." The  Government  came  down  one 
night  and  told  the  Opposition  that  if  they 
did  not  within  a  few  hours  pass  a  certain  Bill 
guaranteeing  two  millions  to  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  they  would  bring  a  terrible  calamity 
upon  the  colony  ;  that  thev  were  not  to  expect 
any  explanation ;  that  the  money  must  be 
granted  without  demur ;  and  that  they  were  to 
take  the  word  of  the  Government,  who  had 
inquired  into  the  matter,  that  the  two  mil- 
lions would  put  the  bank  in  a  sound  condition 
— the  exact  words  were,  if  I  remember,  **  an 
onmisti^ably  sound,  safe,  and  stable  condi- 
tion." Unless  the  Bill  were  passed  within  a 
few  hours  the  great  calamity  would  happen. 
Sir,  what  was  an  Opposition  of  some  fifteen 
members  to  do  ?  What  did  they  do  ?  One  or 
two  got  up  and  said,  "  We  have  no  will  in  this 
matter;  we  throw  the  full  responsibility  of 
this  night's  work  upon  .the  Government,  who  de- 
clare that  they  know  the  position  but  cannot  re- 
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veal  it."    That  is  the  sort  of  consultation  with 
the  Opposition  the  honourable  member  spoke  oU 
He  censures  the  Opposition — for  what?    Be- 
cause they  silently  succumbed  to  a  proposition 
they  were  powerless  to  influence.     Well,  Sir» 
I  should  have  liked  to  have  dealt  with  some  of 
the  remarks  that  fell   from  the   Minister  of 
Lands,  but  I  see  he  is  not  in  his  place.    He 
complained  about  being  miprepresented  by  the 
Press  Association  when  he  spoke  at  Geraldine 
at  a  public  meeting.    At  that  meeting  he.  said 
— and    I  am  now  taking  his  own  version — 
**  that  if   the   officers  of    the    Bank    of  New 
Zealand  persisted  in  dabbling   with    politics 
it    would  bring   the  bank  again    into    liqui- 
dation."   As  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not 
in   his  place   I   say   no   more   now   than    la 
necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  what  a  commentary  his  Geraldine  remarks 
are  upon   the   Premier's  statement   to-night, 
that  "  the   Government  have  always  had  the 
greatest  sense  of  responsibility  in  what  they 
said  and  did  about  the  bank."    Because  a  petty 
officer  of  the  bank  dabbles  in  politics,  there- 
fore  the  bank  may  come  into  liquidation  I     I 
do  not  know  whether  the  officers  of  the  bank 
dabble  in  politics,  but  we  can  all  vouch  in  this 
House,  after  what  we  have  seen  during  the  last 
few  davs,  that  politics  dabble  most  disastrously 
in  the  bank.     And  I  think  that  after  this  Bill 
is  passed  they  are  going  to  so  dabble  more  than 
ever.     Now,  what  is  the  object  of  my  amend- 
ment ?    The  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
told  us  in  his  speech  that  there  has  been  a 
veil  of    mystery  hanging   over  this   Bill   and 
all  that  concerns  the  bank.    Well,  so  there 
is   a    veil    of  mystery,  an  impenetrable  veil 
of  mystery,  and  the  aim  of   the  amendment 
is,  if  possible,  to  remove  at  least  some  of  it. 
To  whom  should  we  look  for  information  as  to 
the  character,  aim,  and  object  of  this  Bill  ? 
We  should  look  to  the  Premier.    Has  he  per- 
formed his  ^art  ?    What  has  he  had  to  say  in 
favour  of  his  Bill  from  the  beginning?    He 
introduced  it  in  a  speech  last  session,  explain- 
ing the  object  of  it  somewhat  as  follows ;  In 
efiect  he  said,  "  I  am  assured  that  the  agri- 
cultural industries  of  the  colony  are  not  get- 
ting due  attention  from  the  bank,"  for  which 
reason  he  intended  to  have  local  directors — 
three  resident  in  the  North  and  two  in  the 
South — so  as  to  remedy  the  evil.     Sir,    the 
local  directors  have  vanished  from  the  Bill. 
There  is  no  remedy  for  the  evil  in  the  Bill, 
and  yet  he  still  persists  in  it.    Well,   now, 
when    he  was    pressed    further   as    to  what 
the  object  and  aim  of   the  Bill  was,  what 
was  he  driven  to  say  ?    We  had  a  totally  dif- 
ferent story  a  week  ago.    He  was  then  driven 
to  tell  the  House  that  the  bank  had  been 
guilty  of  extravagance  in  erecting  or  proposing 
to  erect  certain  premises  for  the  better  trans- 
action of  its  business.    Even  that  statement 
has  been  disproved  by  the  report  which  we 
have  read  in  this  morning's  paper  from  the 
bank   directors.    The    honourable   gentleman 
told  us  that  they  proposed  to  put  up  a  building 
costing  £50,000.    The    bank  report    explains 
that  the  building  would  not  oost  £30,000,  and 
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they  gave  a  very  reasonable  explanation  in- 
deed— ^namely,  that   they  wanted   the  whole 
Btaff  under  one  roof,  and  so  inorease  the  con- 
yenience  and  save  expense  ;  and  I  think,  con- 
sidering the  fact  that  the  Premier  at  a  recent 
election  went  all  over  this  town  proclaiming 
the  fact  that  he  had  been  the  means  of  erect- 
ing two  of  the  finest  public  buildings  in  Wei- 
liiigton,  the  less  he  makes  of  this  particular 
point  the  better.    But  does  the  House  believe 
that  that  is  a  sufficient  object  for  overturning 
the  constitution  of  the  bank,  when,  according 
to  his  own  showing,  it  has  been  doing  very  well  ? 
There  must  be  something  else.    That  there  is  a 
mystery  must  be  clear  to  the  minds  of  honour- 
able members  when  they  reflect  that  every  time 
the  Premier  has  got  on  his  legs  to  explain  his 
Bill  he  has  given   a  diflerent  account  of  its 
object.    He  says  one  thing  at  one  time  and  at 
another  time  another.    I  have  recalled  to  the 
House  what  he  said  last  session.    At  another 
time  he  was  driven  to  the  argument  about  the 
new  bank  building,  and  then,  pressed  a  little 
further,  he  told  us  the  bank  had  been  dilatory 
in  working  ofi  the    trading   concerns  which 
had  remained  on    its    hands.    Well,   now,  I 
confess   I    was    for    two    reasons   astonished 
to  hear  him  use  that  argument.      First,   be- 
cause I  find  he   was  asked  a  question   last 
session  upon    a    kindred    subject   connected 
with  the  bank.    Here  is  the  answer  he  gave, 
*'  If  they  forced  the  bank  to  sell,  and  assisted 
those  who  were  trying  to  get  the  properties  at 
a  low  price,  it  meant  that  they  were  going  to 
pat  a  loss  on  the  colony.    He  thought  it  was  a 
wise  and  sound  policy  to  lay  down  that  the 
House  should  leave  the  bank  alone  and  let  it 
conduct  its  business  in  its  own  way.^'    That 
was  eight  or  nine  months  ago :   the  bank  was 
right  in  not  forcing  its  properties  on  the  mar- 
ket, and  he  thought — speaking  deliberately  in 
answer  to  a  question — that  the  bank  ought  to 
be  left  alone.     A  few  months  afterwards  he 
proposes   that  the  constitution  of    the  bank 
should  be  overturned  on   the   plea  that  the 
bank  had  been  too  slow  in  selling  its  pro- 
perties 1    But,  secondly,  when  the  honourable 
meinber  for  Palmerston  brought  forward  his 
motion  the  other  night  for  a  new  clause  dis- 
qualifying members  of  the  House  from  sitting 
on  the  Assets  Bealisation  Board  the  argument 
tomed  largely  upon  the  dilatory  conduct  of  the 
Board  in  not  working  off  their  properties.  Well, 
the  Premier  waxed  eloquent — positively  elo- 
quent— in  defending   the   Assets   Realisation 
Board— that  is,  himself  —  against  this  charge 
of  dUatoziness  in  selling  properties.    What  does 
this  mean?    It  means,  if  it  means  anything 
at  all,  that  when  the  Premier  wants  to  pass  a 
dack,  mysterious,  inscrutable  Bill,  the  object 
of  which  he  will  not  or  cannot  explain,  then 
he  finds  that  the  markets  are  favourable  to 
the  Belling  of  properties;  but  when  be  wants 
to  defend  his  own  paid  position  on  the  Assets 
Board,  he  then  finds  that  the  same  markets 
are  extremely  unfavourable  for  the  sale  of  pro- 
perties.   He  made  his  last  attempt  at  explain- 
mg  the  reason  for  his  Bill  to-night  when  he 
deelaxed  that  the  .expense  of  conducting  the 


bank  amounted  to  6  per  cent,  upon  the  gross 
capital.  The  argument  is  quite  worthless.  Six 
per  cent,  upon  a  gross  capital  of  £2,828,000  would 
be  about  £178,000.  But  he  did  not  state  the 
amount ;  he  left  us  quite  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
data  of  his  calculation.  He  gave  us  no  figures 
to  enable  us  to  judge  what  he  meant  by  **  the 
capital."  If  he  meant  the  gross  capital,  I  have 
stated  it.  He  entirely  overlooked  the  fact  that 
there  was  small  value  in  his  argument,  inas- 
much as  the  gross  capital  of  the  bank  may 
be  turned  over  naif  a  dozen  times  in  the  course 
of  a  year.  There  may  be  short-dated  loans 
and  three  months'  bills,  which  may  be  dis- 
counted four  times  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
There  was  no  argument,  even  if  we  were  in 
a  position  to  judge  of  the  bank's  expenditure. 
It  all  shows  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  driven  to  the  most  desperate  straits 
to  infQrm  the  House  and  country  what  object 
he  had  in  view  in  passing  the  Bill.  Now 
let  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the  whole 
matter.  It  must  be  obvious  to  the  House 
that  the  real  explanation,  the  true  explanation, 
we  cannot  get  from  the  Premier.  In  this 
matter  he  either  cannot  or  will  not  tell  us 
what  his  object  is,  and  the  House  therefore 
is  bound  to  look  to  some  other  quarter  for  it. 
I  ask  it  now  to  summon  before  it  the  President 
and  the  directors  of  the  bank,  and  to  subject 
them  all  to  rigid  scrutiny  upon  any  point  con- 
nected with  the  proposals  of  this  Bill,  or  the 
conduct  of  the  bank  where  it  has  been  ar- 
raigned. Let  us  examine  them  upon  the  points 
upon  which  the  Premier  has  complained  of 
their  administration ;  and  also,  as  far  as  Mr. 
Watson  is  concerned,  let  him  be  subjected  to 
the  most  rigid  scrutiny.  I  would  suggest  that 
the  honourable  members  who  have  formed 
the  most  unfavourable  opinion  of  him — I  do 
not  know  him  well  enough  to  be  able  to 
form  an  opinion  of  his  capacity  myself— be 
on  the  Committee.  I  would  suggest  that 
the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie),  and  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
(Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  two  of  whom  are  lawyers, 
be  on  the  Committee,  and  so  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  subjecting  Mr.  Watson  to  the  most 
severe  scrutiny  possible,  in  the  hope  of  getting 
at  the  truth.  I  do  not  believe,  as  I  said  in  the 
House  the  other  night,  that  M;^.  Watson  has 
any  startling  revelations  to  make  about  the 
two-million  guarantee.  I  feel  sure  that  Mr. 
John  Murray  was  not  foolish  enough  to  make 
a  confident  of  Mr.  Watson,  who  had  been  in  no 
way  connected  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand ; 
and  I  do  not  think  the  Premier  ever  made  a 
confident  of  Mr.  Watson,  otherwise  it  is  to  be 
suspected  he  would  not  be  so  ready  to  get  rid 
of  him  now.  If  we  could  examine  Mr.  Murray 
now,  he  is  the  man  to  get  revelations  from. 
Some  one — I  think  it  was  the  Minister  of 
Lands— suggested  that  we  ought  to  have  kept 
Mr.  Murray  in  the  bank,  as  President.  If  we 
had  kept  him  in  this  colony  at  all,  I  fancy  it 
is  not  in  the  bank  he  would  have  been  kept. 
I  do  not  know  who  was  behind  Mr.  Murray — I 
do  not  know  who  gave  him  his  instructions^ 
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but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saving  now,  as  I 
have  said  all  these  years,  that  the  action  taken 
by  Mr.  Murray  in  1894  represented  about  as 
vUe  a  conspiracy  as  ever  was  hatched  against  a 
nation,  and  the  Government,  with  astounding 
simplicity,  fell  into  the  trap  prepared  for  them. 
Mr.  Murray  is  the  man  for  revelations.  I 
blame  the  Committee,  of  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere,  I  think,  was  one, 
for  permitting  Mr.  Mu^ay  to  be  examined  in 
Sydney.  He  ought  to  have  been  compelled  to 
come  over  here,  if  he  could  have  been  com- 
pelled. I  do  not  know  whether  he  could  or 
not,  but  be  seemed  to  write  as  if  he  thought  he 
oould  be  compelled. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — He  was  in  bad  health. 

Mc.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  sorry  for 
that,  but  still  think  he  could  have  stood  the 
journey  well  enough  so  far  m  his  health  was 
concerned.  But  let  us  have  the  truth,  I  say. 
It  is  not  as  if  there  was  any  occasion  for  hurry. 
I  do  not  want  to  postpone  this  BiU.  I  do  not 
believe  in  this  Bill,  but  I  do  not  want  to  kill  it 
even.  The  members  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil have  adjourned  for  a  fortnight.  There  can- 
not be  any  hurry ;  there  is  no  need  for  haste. 
Let  us  get  this  examination  over,  and  when 
we  have  got  all  .that  we  can  extract  from 
the  directors,  and  all  that  is  to  be  got  out  of 
Mr.  Watson,  then  the  House  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  saying  whether  there  exists  any 
necessity  for  altering  the  Bill.  There  may  be 
such  necessity;  if  there  is  none,  then  let  us 
paFs  the  third  reading,  and  the  whole  business  is 
done.  For  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing it  is  a  very  reasonable  proposition  to  make. 
It  is  what  honourable  members  have  been 
clamouring  for ;  it  is  the  opportunity  the  House 
achieved  in  Committee  the  other  night,  and 
which  it  lost  next  day  by  a  kind  of  accident. 
It  cannot  in  the  least  degree  afiect  the  position 
of  the  Bill — not  even  to  delay  it  for  a  day.  I 
move  the  amendment,  Sir. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  Citjr).— Sir,  in 
rising  to  address  the  House  on  this  question, 
one  is  very  much  reminded  of  the  position  we 
stood  in  on  that  memorable  evening  in  1894. 
We  then  had  a  Bill  suddenly  thrust  upon  us, 
the  most  important,  perhaps,  that  has  ever 
been  before  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand. 
We  were  asked  to  assent  to  it  without  ex- 
planation, to  place  our  trust  in  the  Govern- 
ment, who  assured  us  in  the  most  emphatic 
terms  that  they  had  made  the  fullest  inquiry, 
that  the  circumstances  prevented  disclosure, 
but,  with  a  due  sense  of  responsibility— the 
very  words  the  Premier  repeated  to-night — 
they  asked  the  assent  of  the  House.  On  that 
occMion  I  felt  we  were  going  wrong,  and,  much 
against  my  instincts,  I  refrained  from  calling 
for  a  division.  I  intimated  in  speaking  that  if 
a  division  were  called  for  I  would  vote  against 
the  Bill,  but  I  received  no  support,  with  the 
exception,  I  think,  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Dnnedin  City  (Mr.  Hutchison,  senior),  who, 
if  I  remember  aright,  similarly  expressed  him- 
self, but  no  one  else  was  inclined  to  take  the 
responsibility,  and  so  we  allowed  it  to  pass. 
Again  to-night  we  are  called  upon  to  assent 
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to  a  measure  of  which  we  have  no  real  or 
genuine  explanation,  and  we  are  again  denied 
the  information  as  to  why  this  bankmg  legisla- 
tion has  been  introduced.  The  Premier  has 
been  pressed  from  time  to  time  in  Committee, 
and  very  closely  pressed,  but  on  every  oooadon 
he  set  up  very  inconsequential  reasons— rea- 
sons such  as  we  have  had  alluded  to  just  now, 
or,  again,  the  cost  of  a  hank  building  which, 
when  this  Bill  was  first  introduced,  was  not  con- 
templated, or,  at  any  rate,  taken  definite  shape. 
He  again  pleads  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  the  Committee  of  1896  as  a  justification. 
But  while  he  has  dwelt  upon  that  as  an  un- 
questionable reason,  it  is,  after  all,  of  little  resd 
value;  it  was  merely  one  of  his  own  resola- 
tions  carried  bv  an  extremely  party  Committee. 
We  are  no  further  forward.  One  wants  to  know 
his  reasons  for  proposing  it.  To-night  he  has 
added  to  his  reasons  a  statement  that  the  work- 
ing-expenses of  the  bank  are  6  per  cent,  on 
the  capital  engaged;  but  on  my  pointing  out 
that  this  amounted  to  £173,582,  he  could  not 
justify  nor  explain  the  statement.  It  is  in- 
conceivable that  the  expenses  of  the  bank  are 
such  an  amount;  but,  even  if  so,  since  the 
complaint  is  mentioned  for  the  first  time, 
the  matter  will  probably  be  remedied  now 
that  attention  is  drawn  to  the  point.  Gene- 
rally, he  rests  the  justification  for  the  Bill 
upon  a  vague  assertion  of  public  policy.  Bat 
public  policy  is  surely  something  that  can  be 
justified  by  cogent  reasons,  and  I  say  he  has 
altogether  failed  to  olfer  such  reasons.  He  has 
stated  that  there  is  insufficient  representation 
of  the  colony  on  the  Board.  There  is  perhaps 
some  force  in  that  objection  ;  still,  seeing  that 
the  colony  has  two  representatives,  in  the  Pre- 
sident, with  the  overruling  power  of  veto,  and 
one  member,  and  that  he  emphatically  asserts 
tha^  nothing  has  gone  wrong,  surely  that  reason 
is  not  sufficient  to  call  for  this  reconstitution  ol 
the  Board,  and  of  infiicting  the  great  injury  on 
the  institution  by  this  prolonged  attempt,  ex- 
tending over  nearly  two  years,  to  pass  this  legis- 
lation. The  honourable  gentleman's  proposals 
in  the  Bill  as  introduced  were  very  crude.  He 
proposed  an  unwieldly  Board  drawn  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony  with  a  sort  of  execu- 
tive conmiittee.  The  good  sense  of  the  House 
scouted  such  a  proposal,  and  last  session  re- 
duced the  Board  to  six  members.  He  objected 
to  and  desires  to  extinguish  the  President's 
power  of  veto,  which,  I  think,  was  one  of  the 
safeguards  which  his  Government  wisely  prcs 
vided.  The  Board  created  and  called  upon 
in  1894  to  manage  the  institution  were  neces- 
sarily without  special  banking  experience,  and 
it  was  therefore  thought  desirable  that  the 
President  should  have  a  wide  experience,  and 
that  he  should  be  vested  with  this  oveiralins 
power.  But,  while  the  Premier  complains  of 
this  as  a  power  that  might  be  adversely  used 
and  should  be  abolished,  he  illogioally  admits 
that  it  has  never  been  exercised — ^that  there 
has  been  no  occasion  to  do  so ;  but,  again<  he 
blamed  the  President  for  failing  to  ezereise 
this  power,  and  ^ave  this  as  a  reason  for  its 
abolinon.    I  am  disposed  to  oonsider  that  Mr. 
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Mnzray  was  right  over  the  oonatitation  of  the 
Board — that  an  experienoed  banker  was  under 
the  oircamstanceg  desirable,  seeing  that  his 
four  colleagues  were  mainly  inexperienced 
as  bankers,  and  I  see  no  sufficient  reason  in 
the  constitution  of  the  Board  for  the  proposed 
alteration.  The  Board  as  now  proposeddoes  not 
strongly  commend  itself  to  me  as  better  than 
the  present.  The  tenure  of  office  is  too  limited, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  guarantee  that  any 
director  will  have  banking  experience.  They 
have  to  choose  their  own  chairman,  who  may 
give  an  assiduous  or  perfunctory  attention  to 
the  bank's  affairs  as  he  chooses,  or  as  his 
colleagues  allocate  the  honorarium;  and  the 
result  may  equiskUy  be  a  success,  or  the  bank 
might  be  landed  ih  chaos.  When  one  closely 
follows  the  Premier  through  his  various  argu- 
ments, one  is  driven  to  conclude  from  their 
insufficiency  that  underlying  the  whole  matter 
one  great  point  aimed  at  is  the  abolition  of 
the  present  President,  and  not  the  office  of 
President  only;  but  I  can  come  to  no  other 
oonolusion  but  that  he  recognises  that  the 
person  of  the  President  is  undesirable  and 
that  a  change  must  take  place.  For  reasons 
not  difficult  -to  discover,  he  has  all  along  been 
and  is  determined  not  to  admit  this,  and 
hence  we  have  had  to  struggle  with  this 
clumsy  Bill,  and  with  its  crude  proposals. 
Sir,  I  am  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
crux  of  the  whole  position  is  this  conviction 
that  the  removal  of  the  Presiden  t  is  necessary 
to  the  success  of  the  bank ;  and,  since  the 
Premier  is  not  prepared  to  justify  his  position, 
I  will,  assuming  chat  to  be  his  object,  briefly 
sketch  what  I  think  influences  the  Premier, 
and,  if  I  am  correct  as  to  his  real  object,  then 
I  am  of  opinion  he  deserves  on  that  point  the 
support  of  this  House.  My  honourable  friend 
Oaptain  Russell,  in  spesJcing  to  the  motion, 
used  the  words, "  Are  we  treating  the  President 
properly  ?  "  Well,  Sir,  something  may  be  said 
nom  that  standpoint,  and  it  should  receive 
attention  ;  but  the  real  question  is.  Whether 
Mr.  Watson's  appointment  was  a  proper 
one.  I  think  not,  and  I  think  the  Premier 
has  now  also  arrived  at  the  same  opinion. 
1%e  Premier  probably  now  recognises  that  the 
time  has  come  when  before  we  can  build  up 
confidence  in  this  bank  we  must  get  quit  of  all 
connected  or  responsible  for  the  intrigues  and 
deception  that  landed  these  banks  on  the 
colony.  In  dealing  with  this  question  of  Mr. 
Watson's  unfitness  for  appointment,  I  cannot 
avoid  making  allusion  to  the  Ward  Association 
and  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  since  their  business 
affairs  are  so  intermixed  with  the  Oolonicd 
Bank.  In  doing  so  I  wish  to  say  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  gone  through  his  own 
troubles,  and  I  very  much  regret  being  called 
on  to  say  anything  to  appear  to  now  hurt  the 
feelings  of  that  honourable  gentleman.  But, 
in  so  far  as  his  affairs  are  intermixed  with  the 
Colonial  Bank's  and  the  President,  I  cannot 
avoid  maJdng  such  allusion  to  the  past,  and  in 
this  I  hope  the  House  will  extena  to  me  Its 
sympathy.  Sir,  we  know  that  before  Mr. 
Watson  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Presi- 


dent of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  he  was 
Chief  Inspector  of  the  Colonial  Bank.  The 
duties  of  Chief  Inspector  are,  of  course,  well 
understood  by  members.  He  was  the  respon- 
sible officer  on  the  bank's  staff  to  follow  each 
individual  account.  He  had  to  visit  the  dif- 
ferent branches  to  inspect  them,  superintend 
the  work  of  his  subordinates,  and  give  general 
advice  to  the  general  manager  of  the  bank,  and 
to  guide  the  directorate.  The  Ward  Associa- 
tion account  was  one  of  the  largest  on  the 
books  of  the  Colonial  Bank,  and  the  Chief 
Inspector  must  therefore  at  all  times  have  given 
it  full  attention,  and  he  must  ever  have  been 
familiar  with  it,  or  else  he  was  most  culpably 
negligent.  On  turning  back  to  the  history  of 
the  Ward  Association,  it  was  formed  in  1892. 
Previouslv  it  had  been  a  business  carried  on  by 
Mr.  Ward  on  his  private  account,  but  in  1892 
it  was  converted  into  the  Ward  Farmers' 
Association— a  limited  liability  company.  The 
liquidators  who  had  recently  to  deal  with  its 
affairs  before  the  Court  report, — 

"  That  two  days  before  the  Ward  Association 
was  formed  Mr.  Ward  owed  the  bank  £81,635. 
That  it  began  on  the  2nd  December,  1892, 
with  a  credit  balance  of  £787,  and  on  the  5th 
(three  days  after)  had  an  overdraft  of  £15,269, 
while  Mr.  Ward  himself  was  indebted  on  that 
date  to  the  bank  £70,375.  Seven  months  after- 
wards the  first  balance-sheet  presented  showed 
an  overdraft  of  £26,278 ;  but  it  now  transpires 
that  Mr.  Ward's  cheques  for  £21,000  were  ac- 
cepted in  reduction  of  the  actual  debt,  and  that 
this  sum  was  redebited  to  the  Association  three 
days  after." 

That  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Official  Liquidator  to  the  Court.  And  here  is 
the  starting-point  where  I  make  a  disqualifying 
charge  against  the  gentleman  who  is  now  Presi- 
dent of  the  bank — in  this :  that  Mr.  Ward  was 
permitted  to  pass  in  his  cheques  for  £21,000,  to 
be  redebited  back  three  days  afterwards.  That 
was  done  with  the  deliberate  intent  by  all 
concerned  to  deceive  the  public — ^to  deceive 
the  shareholders  of  the  Ward  Association  and 
of  the  Colonial  Bank,  and  to  conceal  the 
real  position.  I  am  not  here  concerned  with 
the  moraU  of  the  transaction,  so  far  as  Mr. 
Ward  is  affected,  but  Mr.  Watson,  who  is  now 
President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  must 
have  had  full  knowledge  of  its  nefarious 
character.  He  was  Chief  Inspector,  and  it 
could  not  have  been  done  without  coming  to 
his  knowledge,  and  he  must  have  been  a  party 
to  that  fraud.  As  my  time  is  limited  I  cannot 
refer  in  detail  to  the  legislation  of  1894.  But 
on  the  SOth  June,  1894 — the  date  of  the  second 
balance-sheet  of  the  Ward  Association— that 
balance-sheet  showed  the  profits  to  be  £7,777 
19s.  8d.,  and  its  overdraft  £26,584.  The  liquida- 
tors, in  their  report,  say, — 

"  On  the  SOth  June,  1894,  the  overdraft  was 
£60,150  lis.,  but  on  that  day  it  was  reduced 
£35,000  by  a  cheque  of  Mr.  Ward's,  making  his 
overdraft  as  follows :  Ordinary  account,  £61,674 ; 
freezer  account,  £13,564  :  total,  £75,328.  On 
the  2nd  July,  1894.  this  transaction  of  £35,0(]p 
was  reversed." 
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Again,  Sir,  a  nefarious  transaction  to  deceive 
and  entrap  the  public  and  the  members  of  the 
Ward  Association  was  perpetrated — and  especi- 
ally at  this  date  to  conceal  the  dealings  of  the 
association  with  the  bank.  Very  well,  Sir,  Mr. 
Watson  was  a  party  to  all  that,  and  he  must 
have  had  a  full  knowledge  of  it  as  a  high 
responsible  officer  of  the  bank.  I  now  turn  to 
the  banking  legislation.  Here  I  have  to  allude 
to  Mr.  Ward.  When  he  introduced  that  legis- 
lation in  1894  he  was  not,  as  I  have  shown,  in 
an  independent  position.  As  a  man  so  heavily 
indebted  to  the  bank,  he  ought  to  have  re- 
signed from  the  Treasury.  I  said  so  in  this 
House  some  five  years  ago.  But  he  did  not 
resign :  he  conducted  the  bank  legislation. 
Look  back  at  the  history  of  that  legislation. 
Members  will  remember  that  Mr.  Murray,  al- 
though seldom  seen,  was  about  here  negotiating 
for  some  weeks,  if  not  months.  Then  we  were 
suddenly  told  that  immediate  and  unexpected 
assistance  was  wanted  for  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  or  it  must  close  next  day,  and,  later, 
we  were  asked  to  consent  to  its  amalgamation 
with  the  Colonial  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Mem- 
bers, ill  at  ease  over  the  guarantee  already  given 
to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  became  rebellious, 
and  the  conspirators  found  they  were  going  too 
fast  for  the  House,  and  to  allay  discontent  a 
clause  forbidding  amalgamation  was  passed. 
Prior  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  dis- 
closures of  1894  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween Mr.  Murray  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Colonial  Bank  were  notoriously  bitter;  but 
the  reconciliation  that  then  took  place  be- 
tween those  gentlemen,  and,  after  the  active 
advocacy  in  favour  of  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
legislation  by  the  chairman,  and  by  certain 
directors  of  the  Colonial  Bank,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  common  object  was  to  land 
both  of  these  insolvent  banks  upon  the  colony. 
We  were  then,  however,  told  that  the  Colonial 
Bank  was  in  a  flourishing  condition— that  it 
was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  its  management 
whether  an  amalgamation  took  place  or  not ; 
but  developments  have  since  shown  that  the 
Colonial  Bank  was  also  in  a  very  insolvent 
condition.  The  object,  however,  of  the  con- 
spiritors  to  land  chat  bank  on  the  colony  had 
to  be  postponed,  but  urgent  assistance  was 
smuggled  through  by  investing  the  proceeds  of 
Consols  with  it.  In  October  the  House  pro- 
rogued, and  Mr.  Watson  was  rewarded  with 
the  office  of  President  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  He  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Ward, 
who  was  still  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  whose 
official  duty  it  was  to  make  the  appointment. 
Mr.  Watson  knew,  as  pointed  out,  not  only  the 
position  of  the  Ward  Association  account,  but 
he  must  also  have  intimately  known,  if  an 
efficient  and  competent  banker,  how  insolvent 
the  Colonial  Baxik  was.  I  do  not  doubt  he 
had  as  full  knowledge  of  that  as  the  chairman 
himself.  To  deny  this  there  is  only  the  alter- 
native that  he  was  a  most  incompetent  man ; 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  he  is  an  incompetent 
man.  Following  the  steps  taken  to  land  the 
Colonial  Bank  on  the  colony,  a  speaker  before 
me  quoted  better  evidence  as  to  Sir.  Watson's 
Ut.  Duthie 


assiduous  efforts  than  my  note  gives,  which  i* 
quoting  from  Mr.  Booth,  who  said,  in  evidence 
before  the  parliamentary  Committee,  *'  Mr. 
Watson  was  practically  always  the  man  who 
was  prominent,  so  far  as  we  were  concerned,  in 
moving  for  the  purchase  of  the  Colonial  Bank." 
Evidence  of  his  action  in  that  direction  is 
abundant.  But  my  time  is  all  but  up,  and  I 
pass  on  to  the  question  of  the  floating  of  the 
Ward  Association  debentures,  in  December, 
1894,  for  £50,000.  Of  these,  £20,000  were  taken 
by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  £80,000  by 
the  Colonial  Bank;  and  why?  Mr.  Watson 
admitted  before  the  parliamentary  Committee 
that  he  recommended  this,  as  well  as  a  further 
advance  of  £5,000.  On  this  Mr.  Booth,  on  the 
7th  August,  1896,  question  No.  144,  page  96, 
says,— 

"  Besides  the  business  of  the  Colonial  Bank 
which  we  selected  and  bought,  we  got  a 
guarantee  from  them  for  two  bank  advances, 
which  had  become  more  than  doubtful.  We 
got  these  advances  guaranteed.  One  was  an 
advance  of  £20,000,  and  an  advance  of  £5,000. 
The  President  of  the  bank  was  responsible  for 
the  advances ;  and  we  found  and  were  told  by 
Messrs.  Larnaoh  and  McLeem  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  negotiations  falling  through,  there 
would  be  nothmg  left  of  the  security  for  us 
upon  which  these  adyanoes  rested." 

Again,  he  says,  question  152, — 

**We  should  not  have  paid  the  book- value 
for  these  properties  (Colonial  Bank's)  only  that 
we  were  getting  these  two  accounts,  £25,000, 
guaranteed." 

Mr.  Booth  was  apparently  not  a  oandid  or 
willing  witness,  as  he  refused  to  answer  Mr. 
Montgomery  on  the  8th  August,  whether  these 
advances  were  Ward's ;  but  I  find  that  on  the 
14th,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Seddon,  it  is  reported 
that  Mr.  Booth  stated  that  T.  G.  Maoartby 
wrote  the  minute  in  the  minute-book  authoris- 
ing the  advance.  Mr.  Booth  also  qualified  his 
former  statement  thus : — 

«« The  President  was  practically  responsible 
for  the  advance.  The  directors  agreed  to  the 
advance,  provided  certain  safeguards  were 
taken.  They  subsequently  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  information  supplied  them  was 
inaccurate,  and  that  failure  had  arisen  in  con- 
nection with  the  safeguards." 

And  on  question  135,  **  The  President  was 
very  anxious  to  make  the  advance,  and  urged 
us  to  do  it." 

We  have  recently  been  told  that  these  de* 
bentures  have  been  paid ;  but,  even  so,  the  bank 
in  the  first  place  paid  money  for  them.  Then 
the  amount  was  added  to  the  value  of  the 
bank  buildings  to  get  a  guarantee,  so  that  the 
colony  still  made  that  loss,  first  by  the  ad- 
vance, and  next  by  paying  the  amount  in  the 
excess  value  of  the  buUdings. 

Mr.  WABD.— That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— The  honourable  gentleman 
says  "  that  is  not  true."  That  is  the  sworn 
evidence,  at  any  rate,  and  only  the  advance  is 
repaid.  The  overvaluation  by  £25,000  still 
ranks  as  an  asset  in  the  New  Zealand  Bank 
balance-sheet.    The  President  of  the  bank,  in 
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foroing  the  hands  of  his  directors,  and  making 
these  advances  without  the  stipulated  safe- 
guards, did  so  with  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  involved  position  of  the  Ward  Association, 
and  of  the  indefensible  tricks  to  which  it  had 
resorted.    And  while  persistently  urging  the 

Cshase  of  this  bank—this  "  dividend-earning 
k  " — on  his  colleagues,  be  must  have  well 
known  its  insolvent  condition.  But  I  must 
hurry  on,  and  I  must  skip  my  notes,  re- 
gretting that  this  half -hour  limit  does  not 
permit  me  to  do  justice  to  a  very  import- 
ant question.  At  the  date  in  question  the 
true  position  of  the  Ward  Association  was  well 
known  to  the  Colonial  Bank,  and,  considering 
Mr.  Watson's  past  and  present  relations  to  that 
institution,  all  will  admit  that  he  would  also  be 
fully  informed  that  Mr.  Davidson,  the  assistant 
inspector,  had  gone  to  Invercargill  in  August, 
and  "  officially  "  found  the  Association  insol- 
vent. We  have  Mr.  Birch's  (the  Invercargill 
manager's)  statement,  in  his  letter  of  the  3rd 
September,  1895,  to  Mr.  Henry  Mackenzie,  the 
general  manager.    He  says, — 

"  Mr.  Davidson's  report  on  his  investigation 
at  the  Ward  Farmers'  will  be  in  your  hands, 
and  you  will  see  by  it  that  terrible  disclosures 
have  come  to  light.  .  .  .  Fisher  owns  up  to 
being  seventy-five  thousand  sacks  of  oats  short, 
exclusive  of  the  eighty  thousand  sacks  attached 
to  the  British  bill  for  £80,000,  and  says  he  has 
Ued  to  and  deceived  me  hundreds  of  times 
during  the  past  five  years.  .  .  .  It  is  truly 
appfl^Dg  to  me,"  et  cetera. 

With  this  and  much  similar  knowledge  as 
affecting  the  Oolonial  Bank  in  the  background, 
negotiations  went  on.  The  New  Zealand  di- 
rectors, we  are  told,  resisted,  the  President 
assisted,  and  Mr.  Murray  had  to  be  sent  for. 
Ultimately  an  agreement  was  come  to ;  it  was 
drafted  on  the  12th  October,  1895,  and  ratified 
on  the  19th.  These  worthies  being  agreed, 
Parliament,  the  guardian  of  the  people,  who 
have  to  bear  the  loss,  was  approached,  and, 
with  the  contempt  which  its  previous  weakness 
perhaps  invited,  there  was  again  urgency  and 
secrecy  pleaded ;  again  the  amalgamation  was 
agreed  to  on  the  25th  October,  in  one  sitting, 
and  in  the  other  Chamber  next  day,  so  that  the 
resistance  of  this  House  was  correctly  assessed. 
As  an  inducement  to  take  over  this  insolvent 
concern  the  Treasurer  urged  the  purchase  of 
it  as  a  dividend-paying  bank,  and  £30,000  was 
set  out  as  its  sure  eaming-power ;  and  so  we 
paid  £75,000  for  the  good-will,  and  concealed  a 
further  £25,000  paid  as  value  of  the  buildings 
taken  over.  For  some  reason,  over  which  there 
have  since  been  many  explanations,  £55,160,  the 
supposed  indebtedness  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward 
to  the  Ward  Association,  was  included  in  the 
"  0  "  list  of  Colonial  Bank  book-debts.  Infor- 
mation was  for  long  not  forthcoming  over  this 
mysterious  list  and  item.  Mjr  time  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  trace  this  transaction  in  its  bearings, 
but  I  do  not  believe  the  promissory  note  Mr. 
Ward  gave  in  acknowledgment  was  worth  the 
penny  stamp  it  bore.  Sir,  here,  again,  is  a 
reason  why  the  President  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  should  not  be  continued  in  office. 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  endeavouring 
to  save  Mr.  Ward  over  this  private  indebted- 
ness he  lent  himself  to  concealment  from  this 
House  of  information  due  to  it.  This  *<  0  "  list 
was  ingeniously  intended  to  cloak  this  con- 
cession. The  President  of  the  bank  specially 
representing  this  colony  had  no  right  to  be  a 
party  to  that  transaction.  Sir,  the  President^ 
who  has  been  a  party  in  these  various  doubtful 
transactions  to  which  I  have  pointed,  and  who 
held  the  interests  of  the  Oolonial  Bank  and  of 
Mr.  Ward  before  thone  of  the  colony,  is  unfitted 
to  hold  the  presidential  office;  and,  whatever 
object  the  Premier  may  have  in  brixiging  down 
thifl  legislation,  the  only  justification  that  I 
can  find  for  it  is  that  public  confidence  vrill 
never  be  restored  in  the  management  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  until  it  is  purged  of  all 
connected  with  its  evil  back  history.  I  hope 
I  have  fairly  expressed  the  views  influencing 
the  Premier  in  introducing  this  Bill.  I  re- 
cognise the  advantage  that  a  Bill  for  this 
object  should  be  placed  on  the  statute-book; 
but  it  would  have  been  far  better  to  have 
dismissed  the  President  on  the  disclosures 
of  1896.  Throughout  the  Bill  there  are, 
however,  so  many  clauses  and  conditions  with 
which  I  do  not  agree  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  its  third  reading.  I  recog- 
nise the  necessity  of  passing  this  legislation 
solely  from  the  very  fact  that  it  has  been 
threatened  and  hanging  over  this  bank  so  long, 
and  must  have  seriously  interfered  with  its 
progress.  I  recognise,  Sir,  that  there  must  be 
some  finality  to  attempts  of  this  sort,  and 
therefore  I  shall  not  be  sorry  if  this  Bill  goes 
on  the  statute-book.  I  recognise  the  large  in- 
terests which  this  colony  has  in  this  institu- 
tion, and  that  the  Government  must  have  the 
predominating  infiuence  in  the  control.  In 
Committee  I  voted  for  settling  by  arbitration 
the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  retiring  Presi- 
dent. That  gentleman,  by  a  circular,  suggested 
certain  disclosures  if  this  Bill  proceeded  before 
he  was  afforded  opportunity  to  clear  his  honour 
and  reputation.  To  double  the  amount  pro- 
vided in  this  Bill  after  this  can  only  be  re- 
garded, as  I  said,  as  hush-money ;  and  if  Mr. 
Watson,  after  this,  accepts  the  amount  with- 
out the  investigation  he  sought,  it  can  only 
be  concluded  that  he  so  accepts  it  regardless 
of  the  honour  he  feels  to  be  at  stake.  There 
are  various  matters  to  which  I  might  refer, 
but  I  have  confined  myself  to  the  question  of 
the  President,  which  I  think  is  the  crux  of  the 
Bill,  until  my  time  is  about  up.  There  was 
allusion  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Invercargill  to  a  reputed  transaction  in  Shar- 
land  Company  shares,  which  has  since  been 
more  directly  dealt  with  in  a  local  newspaper, 
and  charges  are  there  specifically  preferred 
against  the  President  and  one  director.  TJie 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands,  I  am  told,  has 
made  inquiry,  and  oould  throw  some  light  upon 
this.  Perhaps  he  will  place  his  information 
before  this  House.  In  regard  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  directorate,  I  see  great  difficulty 
before  the  Government  in  getting  suitable  men, 
and  it  is  my  earnest  wish  that  they  may  be 
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saooeBsful  in  their  appointments.  The  suooeas 
of  the  bank  bo  much  depends  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  strong  and  experienced  men  that  I 
would  fain  hope  the  Government  will  put  aside 
all  political  considerations,  and  induce  the 
very  best  within  reach  to  accept  office.  The 
bank  in  the  realisations  of  its  projpertiea 
is  suffering  from  the  legislation.  The  Qovem- 
ment  must  now  see  that  from  this  cause  there 
are  now  no  buyers  for  station  property.  Who 
but  a  madman  would  invest  in  the  like  after 
the  experience  of  recent  yeais?  Again,  the 
bank  suffers  from  its  past  repute.  For  iustance, 
there  was  the  recent  realisation  in  the  South 
of  the  Guthrie  Company.  They  sold  the  hard- 
ware stock  in  Invercareill  at  Ss.  in  the  pound 
—far  below  its  real  value ;  and  the  reason,  I 
am  told,  was  that  there  is  so  little  confidence 
in  the  management  that  people  in  the  trade 
would  not  take  the  trouble  to  assess  the  value. 
They  believed  it  would  be  of  no  use,  and  that 
the  tender  would  simply  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fixing  the  value  to  be  paid  by  some 
client  of  the  bank.  Such,  unfortunately,  is 
the  general  repute,  which  it  will  take  years  of 
virtuous  conduct  to  wipe  out.  I  am  sorry,  Sir, 
that  I  have  not  more  time  at  my  disposal,  as  I 
believe  there  is  some  further  information  on 
several  points  and  clauses  that  I  might  have  put 
on  record.  However,  my  time  is  up,  and  I  can 
only  thank  the  House  for  the  patient  hearing 
accorded  to  me. 

Mr.  WARD  (Awarua).— Sir,  I  think  that 
when  the  honourable  member  has  had  time  to 
consider  the  attitude  he  has  taken  up  in  rela- 
tion to  myself  over  this  question  he  will  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  attack  be  made 
upon  me  has  been  somewhat  cowardly. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  allow  such  an 
expression  to  be  used  with  reference  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House. 

Mr.  WARD.— Very  weU,  Sir,  I  will  withdraw 
it.  It  is  an  attack,  at  any  rate,  that  if,  under 
similar  circumstances,  it  had  been  made  upon 
him,  he  would  feel  that  he  had  been  treated  in 
a  very  unfair  manner,  and  I  regret  that  the 
forms  of  the  House  prevent  me  from  stigma- 
tizing it  in  such  language  as  it  deserves.  An 
honourable  member  who  is  going  to  make  a 
personal  attack  of  the  kind  upon  another 
honourable  member  might  at  least  have  given 
some  notice  of.  it ;  but  I  will  pass  that,  as 
courtesy  of  any  kind  need  never  be  expected 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Oity,  Mr.  Duthie.  In  the  first  place,  before 
touching  upon  the  personal  matters  the 
honourable  member  referred  to,  I  will  review 
the  history  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  as 
hriefly  as  possible.  The  history  of  the  Bemk 
of  New  Zealand  has  been  closely  interwoven 
with  the  political  affairs  of  this  colony  for 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  and  I  say  that 
«tery  politician  who  has  held  a  responsible 
position  in  this  House  during  that  period 
will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that  every 
Treasurer  prior  to  the  legislation  of  1894,  and 
every  Government  that  has  held  office  in  this 
•colony,  has  been  very  much  perplexed,  very 
much  wearied,  and  very  much  harassed  by  the 
Mr.Duthis 


position  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  from  my  knowledge  of 
matters  that  came  before  me,  that  the  whole 
reign  of  office  of  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson 
was  made  difficult  and  miserable  and  wretched 
by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I  have  further 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  in  1882,  or  1888, 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  raised  a  loan  for  the 
colony  of  some  three  millions,  and  that  thai 
loan  was  raised  specifically  with  the  objeoi 
of  preventing  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  from 
going  down.  Again,  Sir,  in  1889,  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  raised  a  loan  of  a  million  for  the 
same  purpose.  His  own  party  were  strongly 
opposed  to  the  proposed  loan,  and  there  are 
many  men  still  in  this  House  who  will  recoUeot 
that  they  agreed  to  abide  by  the  opinion  of  the 
late  Mr.  Fulton,  who  was  delegated  by  them 
to  consult  confidentially  with  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son, and  Mr.  Fulton  had  promised  in  the  firat 
instance,  and  had  arranged  with  his  party  to 
give  his  word  of  honour  to  them  whether  or 
not  that  loan  was  necessary  and  should  be 
raised.  The  consultation  took  place — Mr.  Ful- 
ton gave  his  assurance  that  the  raising  of  the 
loan  was  absolutely  necessary.  It  was  raised, 
and  its  purpose  was  to  prevent  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  going  down  at  that  date.  Why 
did  they  not  let  the  bank  go  then  ?  Why  did 
they  not  face  the  position  openly,  m  we  did  ? 
Because  they  dare  not  do  it.  They  were  so 
wrapped  up  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
that  they  could  not  carry  the  necessary  legis- 
lation, and  the  assistance  was  given  in  the 
form  of  loans.  The  whole  history  of  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson,  then,  so  far  as  his  Treasurership  was 
concerned,  shows  that  be  was  very  much 
harassed  and  wearied,  and  that  his  trust  was 
a  very  difficult  one  in  consequence  of  the 
troubles  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  So 
also  was  Mr.  Ballance's  term  of  office  as  Trea- 
surer made  anxious  and  difficult,  and  had  he 
lived  he  would  have  had  the  burden  of  the 
crisis  to  face  instead  of  me.  And  the  position 
of  the  bank  prior  to  1894  was  never  faced  by 
this  House  or  by  the  country.  As  Treasurer  I 
had  an  unprecedentedly  difficult  task  to  fill,  and 
the  colonies  generally  were  in  an  upheaval  of 
financial  troubles.  We  escaped,  largely  owing 
to  the  action  of  the  Government,  and  the 
people  of  this  country  were  saved  from  a 
disaster  that  would  have  been  exceedingly 
far-reaching  and  ruinous  in  its  effects.  Now, 
for  a  few  moments,  I  wish  to  deal  with  the 
history  of  1894.  Some  ungenerous  and 
suspicious  members  in  this  House  who 
have  their  knives  into  the  Government  and 
into  members  of  the  party  on  this  side  of 
the  House  have  all  alon^  assumed  a  superiority 
of  manner  and  excessive  virtue  that,  in  my 
opinion,  is  very  much  to  be  condemned.  It  is 
veneer  of  the  thinnest  kind.  Those  honourable 
members  who  have  talked  on  this  matter  have 
gone  on  the  assumption  that  every  one  dealing 
with  it  was  trying  to  gain  some  advantage  and 
acting  dishonourably  for  the  purpose  of  bene- 
fiting themselves,  quite  irrespective  of  the 
needs  of  the  country.  They  wrongly  assume 
that  the  difficulties  the  whole  country  would 
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have  had  to  face  at  that  time  were  lost  sight  of. 
What  was  the  position  in  1894?  These 
honourable  members  who  are  now  talking 
about  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  saying  it 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  go  down,  and 
that  it  would  have  been  a  good  thing  for  the 
eountrv  if  it  had  gone  down,  had  another 
story  then.  They  were  in  fear  and  trembling 
lest  the  Government  funked  the  terrible  re- 
sponsibility they  were  brought  face  to  faoe 
with.  It  is  absolutely  discreditable  to  some  of 
those  who  voted  in  support  of  the  1894  bank 
legislation  that  as  soon  as  they  found  the 
bank  was  safe  and  the  panic  averted  these 
same  men  commenced  to  attack  the  Govern- 
ment solely  for  political  purposes.  Both 
sides  of  the  House  supported  the  legislation. 
The  Opposition  could  have  blocked  it  and 
voted  against  it.  Why  did  they  not  do  so? 
We  have  heard  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dutbie)  say  that  he  had  not 
the  courage  on  that  occasion  to  call  for  a  divi- 
sion. And  why  had  he  not  the  courage  to  call 
for  a  division  ?  He  had  not  the  courage  upon 
that  occasion  of  his  now  professed  opinions, 
and  he  did  not  call  for  a  division.  Why? 
Because  he  knew  that  if  the  Buik  of  New 
Zealand  had  not  been  supported — if  it  had  been 
allowed  to  come  down — universal  disaster  would 
have  overtaken  the  colony  from  end  to  end. 
He  first  saw  the  bank  and  the  colony  was 
saved,  and  then  he  becomes  mighty  critical 
and  independent.  But  he  had  not  the  courage, 
so  he  now  admits,  to  call  for  a  division  against 
the  bank  legislation. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.  —  I  was  a  junior  member 
then. 

Mr.  WABD. — Because  he  was  a  junior  mem- 
ber then— is  that  the  excuse?  He  failed  to 
show  the  necessary  courage  required  to  call  for 
a  division  because  he  was  a  junior  member ! 
But  now  we  are  to  assume  that  had  he  been  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  the  honour- 
able member  would  have  had  the  courage  to 
oall  for  a  division.  As  a  junior,  although  the 
same  man  he  is  as  a  senior,  he  had  no  courage. 
It  is  an  idle  excuse.     The  real  reason  was  the 

Savity  of  the  situation  was  such  that  he  lacked 
e  courage  to  face  it.  In  1894  there  were  two 
institutions  in  this  colony :  the  New  Zealand 
Iioan  and  Mercantile,  whose  banking  affairs 
were  then  carried  on  through  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  and  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  itself, 
In  whose  failure  the  destinies  of  thousands  of 
people  were  placed.  These  two  institutions 
alone  had  no  less  than  twelve  millions  of 
money  invested  in  them,  and  for  which  thev 
were  directly  responsible.  Almost  every  branch 
of  industry  and  commerce,   agricultural  and 

rtoral,  in  this  country  was  largely  involved 
connection  with  these  two  institutions. 
And  then  it  must  also  be  remembered  that 
we  were  just  passing  through  an  unprece- 
dented financial  crisis — that  is,  the  Australasian 
Oolonies  were  just  passing  through  a  great 
financial  crisis.    I  have  not  the  time  now  to 

gve  details  as  I  would  wish,  but  if  some  of 
lose    honourable  members  who   have   been 
ssading  through  the  banking  evidence  for  the 


last  twelve  months  for  use  on  this  occasion 
will  read  the  history  of  that  time  they  will 
find  that  there  were  but  few  of  the  banks  in 
tbe  Australasian  Colonies  did  not  come  down. 
All  but  three  of  the  principal  AustralMian 
banks  came  down.    Very  well.  Sir,— 

An  Hon.  Membbb.-— Two  had  to  get  Govern- 
ment assistance. 

Mr.  WARD. — ^Yes,  and  the  panic  was  such 
that  some  of  the  main  banks— strong  institu- 
tions, and  admirably  conducted— had  to  get 
their  Governments  to  come  to  their  assistance 
in  order  to  prevent  their  coming  down,  and  to 
prevent  the  crash  becoming  universal.  Upon 
the  occasion  I  refer  to  I  had  my  whole  time 
fully  absorbed  daily  in  assisting  and  guiding 
this  country  through  that  financial  crisis. 
Where  were  the  men  both  inside  and  outside 
this  House  who  were  engaged  in  conducting  the 
commerce  of  this  country?  Did  they  raise  a 
finger  to  stop  this  assistance  being  given  to  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  ?  Did  the  men  in  this 
House  who  were  engaged  in  commerce  say 
"  stop," — that  there  was  no  good  in  passing  the 
legislation  then  brought  forward  to*  prevent  the 
bank  goin^  down  ?  Was  there  one  man,  either 
engaged  m  commerce  or  in  politics  or  in 
journalism,  who  raised  his  voice  and  urged  the 
putting  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  into 
liquidation  ?  Not  one ;  but  when  the  crisis 
was  passed,  and  the  bank  was  safe,  and  they 
thought  there  was  political  capital  to  be  made 
out  of  it,  then  all  gratitude  and  generosity 
disappeared,  and  in  its  place  malice  and  vin- 
dictiveness  supervened.  But  then  the  bank, 
and  with  it  many  of  them,  were  safe.  If  you 
take  the  division- list,  you  will  find  that  there 
were  fifty-one  members  of  the  House  who, 
on  the  first  occasion,  voted  for  assistance  being 
given  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  it  Is 
a  very  extraordinary  fact  that  in  1895,  when 
the  second  legislation  came  along,  and  when 
the  institution  was  quite  safe  on  account  of  the 
country's  guarantee  that  was  behind  the  bank, 
and  when  there  was  no  possibility  of  its  comintf 
down,  some  of  those  fifty-one  members  tried 
to  make  this  House  and  country  believe  that 
we  ought  not  to  have  guaranteed  the  bank, 
and  they  changed  their  votes  and  voted  against 
the  second  legislation  proposed  in  1895,  although 
that  legislation  was  consequent  on  the  terrible 
disaster  they  feared  in  1894.  Their  action 
shows  that  they  voted  then  to  prevent  what 
they  felt  was  a  great  financial  disaster  over- 
taking the  country.  Members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  on  that  occasion,  when  it  was  feared 
that  a  great  financial  disaster  would  overtake 
the  whole  country,  voted  for  assistance  to  be 
given  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  prevent 
its  coming  dovm.  What  was  the  general 
verdict  of  the  country  when  the  bank  was 
saved?  After  the  legislation  was  passed 
through,  the  people  and  the  Press  with  one 
accord  raised  their  voice,  knowing  that  the 
anticipated  disaster  was  averted,  and  they 
eulogised  and  complimented  the  House  and 
the  Government  upon  the  action  they  had 
taken  in  saving  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  It 
was  felt  that  in  saving  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
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land  we  had  saved  the  oountry.  But  when  the 
bank  was  quite  safe  it  became  quite  a  different 
matter,  and  some  members  in  this  House  com- 
menced to  see  where  they  could  get  political 
capital  in  orrler  to  be  able  to  attack  the  Govern- 
ment, and  they  were  not  very  long  in  making 
up  their  minds  upon  this  particular  matter, 
for  they  immediately  directed  the  wbole  of  their 
forces  against  me  through  my  business  concerns. 
Fault  was  found  in  1895  that  the  Government 
were  not  in  possession  of  sufficient  information 
respecting  the  bank's  position,  but  they  forget 
that  before  the  1894  Bill  passed  through  the 
Upper  House  a  Committee  of  some  of  its 
ablest  men  sat,  and  they  had  Mr.  Murray 
before  them.  They  had  as  good  an  opportunity 
as  the  Government  had  to  stop  the  legislation 
going  on.  Did  they  do  so  ?  Ko ;  they  reported 
that  it  was  desirable  the  Bill  should  proceed. 
Now,  fault  was  found  that  the  Government  did 
not  know  the  position.  But,  Sir,  since  then 
the  new  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Kew  Zealand 
took  nearly  twelve  months  in  ascertaining  the 
bank's  position.  They  had  sent  officers  to 
England  and  to  the  Australasian  Colonies, 
and  they  also  sent  officers  from  end  to  end  of 
this  colony  in  order  to  ascertain  the  position 
that  the  Government  were  supposed  to  have 
known  in  1894.  It  took  them  twelve  months 
to  ascertain  what  the  Government,  who  had 
no  power  or  authority  to  examine  the  bank's 
books,  were  expected  to  find  out  in  a  week. 
What  happened  in  1895  ?  This  House,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Legislative  Council,  set  up  a 
joint  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  investigat- 
mg  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  they  made 
certain  recommendations.  The  Committee's 
recommendations  were  unanimous.  Every 
one  of  those  honourable  members,  such  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie),  who  has  been  accusing  me  of  all  sorts 
of  things  to-night — did  not  he  belong  to  that 
Committee?  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
(Captain  Bussell),  Mr.  Buchanan,  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Grace,  and  Mr.  Fraser  also,  were  upon  that 
Committee,  and  other  of  their  friends  were 
upon  it,  and  they  made,  Sir,  unanimous  re- 
oommendations  urging  that  the  bank  should 
have  further  assistance  given  to  it.  Their  re- 
commendations were  equal  to  another  three 
millions  sterling  being  guaranteed  to  the  bank. 
The  Committee  also  unanimously  recommended 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  bank  to  acquire 
another  bank's  business.  Now  I  ask,  why  did 
those  men  on  that  Committee,  who  ^hre  not 
Government  supporters,  not  recommend  then 
that  the  bank  be  allowed  to  go  into  liquidation  ? 
Some  of  them  everlastingly  say  that  it  would 
have  been  a  good  job  to  get  rid  of  the  bank  and 
lose  two  millions  upon  it.  Why  did  not  they 
in  1895,  when  their  own  friends  were  on  the 
Committee,  recommend  that  the  bank  be  put 
into  liquidation ;  instead  of  which  they  came 
down  and  placed  upon  this  oountry  another 
three  millions  of  liabilities.  They  could  then 
very  easily  have  paid,  '*We  will  not  go  any 
further  " ;  but  again,  I  say,  there  was  not  one  of 
Mr.  Ward 


them  had  the  courage  to  take  such  a  course.  Be- 
cause they  saw  inevitable  disaster  ahead.  Their 
courage  came  again  when  everything  was  safe. 

«  Q  They  agreed  in  1895  to  give  the  Bank  of 
'  New  Zealand  another  three  millions. 
They  agreed  to  that  proposal  unanimously  ;  it 
was  not  made  by  me,  but  by  that  Committee. 
They  thought  it  was  necessary  for  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  to  acquire  the  business  of 
another  bank.  They  again  unanimously  re- 
commended to  the  House  that  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  should  purchase  another  bank's 
boBlness  in  1895. 

Mr.  ROLLBSTON.— Were  you  not  a  Minis- 
ter  at  the  time  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes,  I  was;  but  it  is  not  with 
my  actions  as  a  Minister  I  am  dealing,  but  I 
am  referring  to  the  unanimous  recommends 
tions  of  the  Joint  Committee  which  was  set  up 
by  both  sides  of  the  House  in  1895,  and  which 
had  amongst  its  members  some  of  the  ablest 
and  strongest  men  from  the  other  side  upon 
it. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.  — You  threatened  the 
House  if  it  was  not  done. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  did  not.  In  1895  I  said  the 
Committee  came  down  with  a  recommendation 
in  which  they  were  unanimous.  They  recom- 
mended that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Bank  ol 
New  Zealand  to  acquire  another  bank's  busi- 
ness. There  was  not  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee against  it ;  and  for  people  to  come  and 
say  that  I  urged  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
should  purchase  another  bank's  business  is  ab- 
solutely contrary  to  the  recorded  facts.  I  abso- 
lutely deny  it.  The  Committee  took  evidence 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  directors  and 
others,  and  they  came  down  and  unanimously 
recommended  this  House  to  purchase  another 
bank's  business,  in  the  interests  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  because  it  was  necessary  for  the 
bank  to  acquire  an  extra  earning- power.  Why 
was  it  necessary  for  the  bank  to  have  the  extra 
earning- power  ?  In  1894,  when  we  guaranteed 
two  millions  of  4per-cents  it  meant  £80,000  a 
year  additional  interest  which  the  bank  had  to 
pay.  It  could  not  pay  it  if  it  did  not  earn  it, 
and  the  Committee  unanimously  recommended 
that  another  bank  be  purchased  to  enable  the 
bank  to  earn  the  extra  money  it  had  to  pay. 
Sir,  let  honourable  members  who  say  there  is 
blame  put  the  blame  on  the  right  shoulders. 
Let  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  put  the  blame  on  the  right 
shoulders.  I  do  not  say  there  is  blame.  I  feel 
satisfied  what  was  considered  best  was  done. 
Sir,  that  Committee,  with  leading  members 
of  the  Opposition  upon  it,  came  down  to 
this  House  and  recommended  that  it  was 
necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the  country, 
that  we  should  put  an  extra  three  millions 
upon  the  colony,  and  that  it  was  necessary  that 
another  bank's  business  should  be  purchased. 
I  did  not  recommend  it;  and  I  have  never 
recommended  it  at  any  time  or  under  any  cir* 
cumstanoes.  I  defend  it  and  support  It  as  the 
unanimous  recommendation  of  tne  Joint  Com- 
mittee. That  was  the  recommendation  of  the 
Joint  Committee,  and  some  members  of  the 
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Hoase  from  time  to  time  seem  to  endeavour  to 
forget  the  faots  so  far  as  this  particular  matter 
is  conoemed. 

Mr.  GROWTHER.--I  do  not  forget. 

Mr.  WARD.— The  honourable  member  has 
his  opinions,  and  I  ha?e  mine.  I  am  express- 
ing my  own  opinions — not  his.  He  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  after  me  and  say- 
ing whatever  he  may  think  proper.  He  was 
one  of  those  who  voted  for  (he  bank  legislation 
in  1894.  I  say  the  Joint  Committee  set  up  by 
both  sides  of  the  House  brought  down  their 
report  with  their  unanimous  recommenda- 
tions. They  were  not  my  recommendations. 
And  yet  some  of  those  very  men  have  since 
sought  to  put  the  onus  on  me  for  things 
which  I  did  not  attempt;  and  I  say  they 
should  put  the  responsibility  on  the  right 
shoulders.  Now,  Sir,  I  want,  before  I  pass 
on  to  one  or  two  other  matters,  to  refer  to 
an  interjection  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie),  who  is  now 
present.  When  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  was  referring  to  the  *'  0  '*  list  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  interjected 
that  the  "  G  "  list  was  prepared  for  purposes  of 
concealment.  Who  prepared  the  **0"  list? 
Did  I  prepare  it  ? 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  bank  as  one  of  the  parties. 

Mr.  WARD.— Did  I  prepare  it? 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— No  ;  I  do  hot  say  so. 

Mr.  WARD.— Sir,  I  neither  prepared  it  nor 
had  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  prepara- 
tion of  any  of  the  lists.  We  had  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  eulogizing  the  In- 
spectors of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  for  the 
action  they  had  taken  in  this  matter.  They 
were  the  men  who  recommended  this  particular 
course  so  far  as  the  **0*'  list  is  concerned. 
They  recommended  that  particular  accounts 
should  be  put  in  the  **0"  list,  and  recom- 
mended that  three  months  only  should  be  given 
for  taking  up  the  **  G  "  list  accounts,  while  two 
years  was  allowed  for  taking  over  every  other 
account  in  connection  with  that  institution. 
These  men  were  not  friends  of  mine.  I  never 
interfered  at  any  time  between  these  two  bank- 
ing institutions  in  regard  to  the  agreements  or 
in  connection  with  the  accounts.  I  never 
asked  tibe  men  that  anything  should  be  done 
for  me  in  any  way,  so  far  as  the  **  0  "  list 
or  anv  other  list  was  conoemed.  I  never 
saw  the  agreement  between  the  two  banks 
antil  it  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
nor  did  1  ask  any  one  to  allow  me  to  see  it. 
I  saj,  on  the  contrary,  that  instead  of  that  list 
havmg  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
cealment, the  case  was  just  the  reverse.  The 
accounts  in  which  I  was  concerned  were  put 
in  an  exceptional  position,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
it  was  done  deliberately  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  down  the  whole  of  the  accounts  in 
that  pi^icular  list— that  it  was  done  delibe- 
rately for  that  purpose.  There  was  no  time 
given  to  turn  round  in.  I  will  refer  shortly 
to  one  or  two  matters  raised  by  the  honour- 
Able  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie). 
Hero  ie  one  instance  of  the  gross  injustice 


and  absolute  unreliability  of  his  statements. 
I  cannot  use  stronger  language  in  this  House 
because  I  have  to  conform  to  the  Standina 
Orders,  but  if  I  were  to  forget  myself,  and 
depart  from  them,  I  think  it  would  be  justiti- 
able.  What  did  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dathie)  say  just  now? 
He  said  there  was  a  promissory  note  with 
my  name  on  it  given  for  £55,000  that  was  not 
worth  a  penny. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Not  worth  the  penny  stamp 
that  was  upon  it. 

Mr.  WARD.— '*  That  it  was  not  worth  the 
penny  stamp  that  was  upon  it.'*  Would  the 
honourable  member  be  surprised  to  know  that 
after  the  Supreme  Court  at  Dunedin  had 
destroyed  £28,000  of  my  securities  that  were 
paying  not  less  than  8  per  cent,  per  an- 
num on  that  value— that  after  that  had  been, 
by  the  action  of  the  Court,  made  worthless, 
£8,500  in  cash  was  offered  for  the  securities 
that  £55,000  promissory  note  represented,  and 
was  refused  by  the  same  Judge  who  had  pre- 
viously  paid  the  promissory  note  was  nt)t  worth 
the  paper  it  was  written  upon,  and  which  Mr. 
Duthie  now  has  the  hardihood  to  repeat.  Since 
the  Judge  refused  to  accept  £8,500  the  liqui- 
dators of  the  Colonial  Bank  have  sold  a  portion 
of  the  equities  represented  by  the  £55,000  pro- 
missory note  for  £8,500  cash.  The  two  liqui- 
dacors  have  filed  statements  in  the  Court  to 
this  effect,  and  also  that  they  have  further 
securities  still  to  realise  upon.  Where  does 
the  value  of  the  penny  stamp  come  in  ? 

Mr.  DUTHIE— I  should  require  evidence. 
Where  is  it? 

Mr.  WARD.— The  evidence.  Sir,  is  to  be  found 
exactly  where  the  honourable  gentleman  got  his 
oth^r  evidence  from,  only  it  has  not  been  con- 
venient for  him  to  discover  it.  The  evidence 
is  to  be  found  in  the  law-courts,  filed  in  the 
records  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Dunedin.  It 
is  there  to  be  found  that  £8,500  was  offered  for 
the  equities  represented  by  the  £55,000  promis- 
sory note,  after  the  whole  of  any  then  personal 
earning-power  — which  was  over  £8,000  per 
annum — had  been  destroyed  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  also  £28,000  of  shares,  which  had 
earned  not  Icks  than  8  per  cent,  perann^,  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  extraordinary  action  of 
the  Court  in  the  first  instance.  Later  on,  inde- 
pendently of  this  House,  I  shall  state  my  whole 
position  in  connection  with  those  matters  But 
the  honourable  member  attacks  me  in  discus- 
sing this  Bill.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
done  exactly  as  he  has  been  doing  during  the 
last  five  years.  So  far  as  myself  and  my  affairs 
are  conoemed,  he  has  never  hesitated  to  attack 
me — sometimes  openly,  but  usually  through 
other  unseen  channels — and  he  jumps  at  con* 
elusions  throughout  so  long  as  his  conclusions 
are  injurious  to  me.  But  I  tell  him  that  his 
own  affairs,  the  concerns  of  the  firm  of  John 
Duthie  and  Co.  (Limited),  would  not  stand  for 
six  weeks  if  they  were  subjected  to  similar 
treatment  and  under  similar  circumstances  to 
that  business  to  which  he  has  referred.  Un- 
doubtedly that  is  so,  and  he,  as  a  business  man, 
knows  it.    Is  the  honourable  member  prepared 
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to  let  even  seven  of  bis  political  and  personal 
enemies  go  into  his  affairs  ?  They  would  not 
stand  under  it;  and  fifty  enemies  have  been 
going  into  my  affairs  for  the  last  two  years  and 
eight  months,  and  some  of  the  principal  ones 
have  from  the  start  moved  heaven  and  earth 
to  make  everything  look  as  black  as  possible. 
They  have  misrepresented,  distorted,  and  ex- 
aggerated wherever  it  has  been  possible  to  do 
so,  always  taking  care  that  every  one  else's 
affairs  were  carefully  concealed  and  protected. 
And  then  some  honourable  members  like  Mr. 
Duthie  come  here  and  seem  to  think  that  they 
ought  to  go  over  matters  again  and  again  of 
which  they  know  very  little.  The  honourable 
member,  in  referring  io  these  matters,  has 
spoken  of  the  position  of  the  Ward  Association 
and  of  myself.  Now,  when  I  tell  the  House — 
and  it  will  be  borne  out  by-and-by,  or  else  my 
word  will  be  publicly  shown  to  be  perfectly 
worthless — when  I  tell  the  House  that,  so  far 
as  results  go,  almost  every  statement  filed  by 
the  liquidator  of  the  Ward  Association  has 
had  the  lie  direct  given  to  it  by  the  results 
produced,  how  much  value  can  be  'attached  to 
statements  made  at  that  time  about  my  affairs 
by  people  who  knew  next  to  nothing  about 
them,  and  who  were  too  ready  to  jump  at  con- 
clusions so  long  as  they  were  damaging  to  me  ? 
Will  it  be  believed  that,  in  one  instance  in 
which  an  affidavit  was  filed  stating  that  certain 
accounts  were  worthless,  several  thousand 
pounds  have  since  been  realised?  The  fact 
is  that,  in  connection  with  certain  other  people 
who  did  not  appear  on  the  surface,  they  made 
up  their  minds  from  the  start  that  everything 
Ward  was  connected  with  was  to  be  discredited, 
was  to  be  written  down,  damaged,  and  destroyed. 
They  made  up  their  minds  to  that  course  in 
the  first  instance,  and  they  have  followed  it  out. 
What  I  say  is  absolutely  substantially  correct 
—that  the  results  give  them  the  lie  direct. 
This  will  be  borne  out  later.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  has 
attacked  me  upon  one-sided  information,  be- 
cause I  have  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
putting  the  other  side,  unless  I  elected  to 
take  the  Press  for  it,  which  I  have  not  done, 
because  I  was  being  attacked  from  all  quarters — 
in  the  Courts,  the  Press,  the  platform,  and  by 
those  who  were  handling  my  business  concerns. 
There  was  nothing  for  it  but  for  me  to  wait.  I 
say,  excepting  during  a  one-sided  examination 
before  the  Court  in  Dunedin,  when  everything 
that  could  be  suggested  by  those  who  were 
strongly  prejudiced  against  me  had  for  weeks 
ahead,  by  direction  of  the  Court,  been  handed 
to  the  Press  for  publication,  and  were  pub- 
•lished  throughout  the  country,  I  have  never 
had  the  opportunity  that  a  man,  even  the 
poorest  or  most  lowly,  usually  gets  in  a  British 
country  before  a  British  Court  of  justice,  pre- 
sided over  by  a  British  Judge,  of  being  first 
tried  after  a  proper  defence  and  judged  after- 
wards. I  was  first  condemned  by  the  Judge  with- 
out a  chance  of  defence ;  everything  filed  in  the 
Court,  however  damaging,  unjust,  or  untrue, 
was,  by  direction  of  the  Judge,  handed  out  to  the 
Press  for  publication— a  course  not  only  unusual 
Mr,  Ward 


but  absolutely  unjust  and  unfair.  If  I  had 
been  steeped  up  to  my  eyes  in  guilt  upon  every- 
thing said  about  me — and  which  I  was  not — 
my  position  had  no  right  to  be  prejudiced,, 
and  certainly  not  under  the  name  of  justice. 
And  yet  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie)  comes  here  and  reite- 
rates statements  concerning  myself  that,  I 
know  to  be  absolutely  contrary  to  fact  and  ab- 
solutely unjustifiable.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber has  referred  to  the  overdrafts  of  Mr.  Ward 
and  the  Ward  Association,  and  he  has  referred 
to  these  overdrafts,  which  were  large,  in  con- 
nection with  the  business  they  covered,  in  » 
manner  intended  to  be  depreciatory,  and  to 
show  that  I  was  in  a  very  bad  position  at  the 
time.  He  says  not  a  word  about  the  securities 
at  the  back  of  these  accounts.  I  say  now  here 
— and  if  I  were  going  to  die  this  moment  I  am 
prepared  to  stand  by  it— at  the  time  of  the 
banking  legislation  in  1894  not  only  was  I  not 
in  an  insolvent  position,  but  I  was  in  a  per- 
fectly solvent  position,  and  so  was  the  Ward 
Association,  and  would  have  carried  through 
without  loss  to  any  one  if  I  had  been  allowed 
to  do  so.  I  was  in  this  position,  although 
under  heavy  obligations :  that  there  was  not 
a  concern,  save  a  coal  company  that  I  was 
connected  with,  that  would  not  pay  interest 
and  leave  a  large  margin  on  the  capital  in- 
vested. And  are  there  any  large  concerns  in 
this  or  any  other  country  that  do  not  carry  on 
their  operations  with  the  aid  of  other  people's 
money  ?  I  say  there  is  not.  and  it  must  always 
be  so  unless  you  have  millionaires  in  the  first 
instance  going  into  business  for  the  purposes  o< 
recreation.  There  are  no  large  businesses  thM 
do  not  make  use  of  other  people's  money  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  commercial  opera- 
tions. And  when  the  honourable  member  deli- 
berately singles  out  the  worst  aspects  of  the 
whole  position  of  the  Ward  Association — ^the 
aspects  presented  by  my  pollticaJ  foes  and 
business  opponents — when  he  does  that,  and 
entirely  ignores  all  other  matters  that  fair 
men  would  state,  I  say  he  is  wilfully  unfair 
and  shows  he  is  biassed,  and  his  opinions  most 
be  accepted  accordingly.  He  culls  statements 
made  by  its  enemies  and  some  men  who  were 
trying  to  conceal  themselves  by  attacks  on  it 
from  the  searchlight  of  public  gase.  When  the 
honourable  member  singles  out  the  worst  posi- 
tions set  forth  by  them  of  the  Association,  I  ask 
him  to  do  what  every  fair  man  would  do — to  look 
at  the  surroundings  of  the  whole  matter.  And 
what  is  the  position  in  relation  to  the  Associa- 
tion? It  had  a  magnificent  business:  none 
better  in  this  colony.  A  mistake  was  made^ 
not  by  any  means  an  unusual  one — it  leant  too 
heavily  on  its  bankers.  If  it  had  had  its  finance 
from  any  one  else  but  its  bankers,  not  only 
would  it  have  been  a  going  concern  to-day,  bat 
it  would  have  been  one  of  the  best-paving  oon- 
cems  in  this  country.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber referred  to  the  overdrafts,  but  what  was 
the  turnover  of  the  institution?  Averaging 
£800,000  a  year.  And  he  referred  to  that  over- 
draft, apparently,  with  the  intention  of  trying 
to  make  out  that  the  whole  aooommodation  of 
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Ihe  institution  was  excessive.  I  say  that  not 
only  was  it  not  exoessive  for  the  business  it 
was  doing,  but  if  half-a-dozen  conuneroial  men 
were,  apart  from  politics  altogether,  to  make 
a  full  inquiry  into  its  affairs,  they  would 
bear  me  out  in  the  statement  that  it  ought 
never  to  liave  been  put  into  liquidation  at 
all;  and  it  would  never  have  been  put  into 
liquidation  had  it  not  been  for  political  pur- 
poses and  hostile  purposes  as  far  as  my  per- 
sonal affairs  were  concerned.  Nay,  more  tnan 
that:  it  can  be  shown  that  it  could  have 
repaid  every  pound  it  owed  with  reasonable 
time,  but  it  did  not  suit  the  pre-arranged  policy 
of  my  opponents  to  allow  this  to  be  done.  And 
what  is  more,  one  of  the  most  highly-respected 
and  independent  firms  of  accountants  in  this 
oolony,  when  1  was  struggling  against  daily 
adverse  newspaper  articles  written  against  me 
by  politicians  and  others  pulling  the  strings — 
and  here  I  may  say  that  certain  politicians 
did  play  a  prominent  part  in  this  particular 
incident,  who  had  people  travelling  over  the 
colony  to  try  and  stop  me— this  firm  of  ac- 
oountants,  on  behalf  of  a  syndicate,  who,  in 
order  to  prevent  an  ofier  of  £62,000  made  to 
the  Court  for  my  business,  offered  £5,000  Qiore 
than  was  offered  on  my  behalf.  Their  offer 
was  made  to  influence  the  Court  to  refuse  the 
offer  of  £62,000  made  on  my  behalf.  The 
Court,  as  is  known,  refused  it,  and  the  business 
was  instantly  put  into  liquidation.  The  same 
firm  of  accountants  was  selected  by  people 
who  had  shown  ruthless  and  prejudioea  hos- 
tility to  me  to  go  into  my  own  personid  affairs, 
and  when  they  had  gone  into  them  fully  they 
came  down  with  a  report,  and,  to  the  credit  of 
Ihe  firm  be  it  said — the  firm  of  Brown  and  Co., 
of  Dunedin — very  much  to  the  surprise  of 
(hose  who  sent  them  in  the  first  instance, 
they  had  to  come  with  a  report  showing  the 
position  had  been  improved  to  the  extent 
of  £6,000  within  two  years.  And  some  people 
believed  that  they  would  be  able  to  put  their 
finger  on  something^that  Ward,  out  of  the 
many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  that 
bad  passed  through  his  hands,  had  done  some- 
thing improper.  They  hoped  that  it  would  be 
found  I  had  appropriated  money  for  myself, 
and  they  employed  this  firm  with  the  know- 
ledge that  they  had  at  the  outset  made  an  offer 
which  would  at  least  have  the  effect  of  in- 
flnencing  the  Judge  against  the  one  made  on 
my  behalf.  The  principal  of  the  firm  was  also 
known  as  politically  opposed  to  me;  and,  to 
the  credit  of  the  firm  be  it  said,  after  a  search- 
ing investigation  into  mv  affairs,  that  firm  said 
that  I  had  not  improperly  used  any  moneys  for 
myself.  And  yet  tne  honourable  member  comes 
here  and  talks  of  me  in  connection  with  the 
banking  legislation  of  1894  in  the  manner  he 
has  done  to-night,  because  I  was  oarrring  on  a 
large  business.  Why,  the  very  firm  that  tried 
in  the  first  instance  to  stop  me  from  getting 
oat  of  my  troubles  was  the  firm  that  was 
Afterwards  selected  in  order  to  find  out  if  I 
had  accounted  for  the  moneys  passing  through 
my  firm's  books.  They  brought  down  their 
report,   and   said  that  I  was  clean-handed. 

VOL.  GIL— SU 


Yet  here  I  have  heard  Mr.  Duthie,  beoausa 
he  happened  to  enjoy  success  in  his  affairs, 
insinuating  that  I  had  prompted  this  legisla- 
tion in  1894  for  my  personal  ends.  I  dia  not 
prompt  it.  I  was  not  responsible  for  the  loss 
of  a  pound  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  crisis  in  that  bank's 
affairs.  I  ning  the  charges  back  on  the  honour- 
able member,  and  I  tell  him  it  is  quite  evident 
that,  if  he  were  in  poor  circumstances,  appa- 
rently he  would  be  prepared  to  do  that  which 
he  is  ready  to  accuse  others  of.  But  I  have 
never  done  anything  of  the  sort,  and  I  defy  any 
honourable  member  to  say  thiat  I  have  ever 
done  anything  of  the  sort.  As  to  the  history 
of  the  banking  legislation  of  1894,  about  which 
the  honourable  member  (Mr.  Duthie)  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  have  been 
talking  so  much,  I  say  if  every  person  con- 
nected with  the  Colonial  Bank  and  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  in  1894  were  put  on  oath  to- 
morrow 1  would  not  care  twopence  for  them. 
They  all  profess  to  regard  their  bankers'  oath 
as  a  matter  of  personal  honour,  excepting  when 
any  disclosures  about  my  accounts  come  in ; 
then  the  embargo  disappears,  their  honour 
ceases,  aud  comes  again  only  when  it  is  a 
matter  of  protecting  some  who  have  lost 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  to  both 
banks.  In  1894,  when  the  banking  legis- 
lation came  upon  us  so  suddenly,  and  when 
I  was  doing  business  with  the  Colonial  Bank, 
I  did  not  impart  information  to  a  living 
soul  connected  with  the  Colonial  Bank.  Sir» 
neither  to  Mr.  Watson,  nor  Mr.  McLean,  nor 
to  Mr.  Mackenzie,  nor  to  any  other  person 
carrying  on  business  in  connection  with  the 
Colonial  Bank  did  I  utter  a  single  word  as  to 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  give  assist- 
ance to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Mr* 
Watson  knew  nothing  whatever  so  far  as  the 
intended  two-million  guarantee  was  concerned. 
We  have  heard  about  the  revelations  that  are 
to  come  out.  Let  us  have  all  the  revelations 
these  men  can  give  us.  I  do  not  fear  themu 
The  revelations  that  are  to  come,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  are;  that  by  a  conspiracy  be- 
tween Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Mr. 
McLean,  and  myself  the  whole  of  the  banking 
business  was  foisted  on  the  country.  I  say 
that  not  a  man  connected  with  the  Colonial 
Bank  knew  of  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  leffislation  to  give  the  two- 
million  guarantee.  No  such  thing  was  ever 
suggested  or  talked  of,  and  there  was  not  a  soul 
connected  with  the  Colonial  Bank  who  knew  of 
our  intention  to  bring  down  the  two-million 
guarantee  until  the  day  it  was  introduced  into 
Parliament.  Mr.  McLean  was  informed  when 
Captain  Bussell  and  other  members  of  the 
Opposition  were  informed.  Yet  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  come  here  to  the  House  and 
fling  charges  across  the  floor  of  the  House  for 
purposes  of  sensationalism,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  I  acted  improperly  so  far  as 
these  matters  were  concerned.  I  never  did 
anything  of  the  sort.  I  say  I  largelv  assisted 
to  save  thousands  of  people  in  this  colony  from 
ruin,  and,  instead  of  thanks  and  gratitude,  I 
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have  been  siDgled  out  for  personal  attacks 
solely  to  try  and  make  politioal  capital  against 
the  Government  and  our  party.  I  regret  that  I 
cannot  go  into  the  whole  of  this  matter,  bat  I 
do  want  to  refer  to  one  other  matter  before  I 
sit  down  that  has  been  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Dathie).  I  do  not  wish  to  disguise  the  fact 
that  there  have  been  matters  done  in  con- 
nection with  my  own  affairs  that  ought  not 
to  haye  been  done.  Not  one  of  them  were  done 
for  my  personal  benefit  or  gain,  or  for  tbe 
petsonal  benefit  or  gain  of  any  of  the  officers 
of  the  company.  I  acknowledge  that,  and  I 
never  attempted  to  blame  any  one  else  in  con- 
nection with  these  matters.  How  many 
business  firms  are  there  who  can  say  that 
things  have  been  done  that  ought  not  to  have 
been  done?  How  many  men  are  there  who 
can  say  so  ?  In  my  case  my  opponents  and 
enemies  have  had  my  books  and  documents 
extending  over  sixteen  years  in  their  posses- 
sion, and  they  have  made  the  most  of  them.  I 
should  like  to  see  one  of  them  go  through  a 
similar  ordeal.  A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  the  payment  off  of  an  account  stand- 
ing in  my  name  at  baJanoe  time ;  but  I  chal- 
lenge the  honourable  gentleman  to  deny  that 
all  over  this  country,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
in  other  countries,  it  is  done  constantly  in  con- 
nection with  business  affairs. 

Mr.  DUTUIE.— Nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  WARD.~I  say  that  it  is  done,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  knows 
perfectly  well,  in  many  large  institutions  carry- 
ing on  business  in  this  country.  Institutions 
which  have  not  got  their  headquarters  in  New 
Zealand  pass  bills  of  exchange  on  their  distant 
houses  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  cash  or 
reducing  their  accommodation.  And  business 
houses  whose  head  offices  are  in  New  Zealand 
frequently  get  credit  on  English  or  foreign 
houses  and  then  pass  open  drafts  or  exchange 
upon  them.  I  do  not  attempt  to  defend  it.  I 
admit  strictly  it  ought  not  to  be  done ;  but  I 
maintain  that  it  is  not  an  unusual  thing,  and 
that  it  has  been  magnified  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  an  extraordinary  extent.  Now, 
a  word  to  the  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
mere.  That  honourable  gentleman  talks  about 
the  Banking  Committee  of  1896,  and  he  talks 
about  its  being  a  farce.  So  it  was  a  farce,  to  a 
large  extent.  He  and  others  were  determined 
that  no  man's  affairs  but  mine  were  to  be  in- 
quired into.  Two  Committees  sat  for  months 
dealing  with  my  affairs.  Four  millions  of 
losses  made  by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  re- 
quired no  investigating  at  all.  And  there  is 
where  the  farce  came  in.  But  before  that 
Banking  Committee  there  was  one  account,  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  knows, 
which  was  responsible  for  enormous  losses  in 
connection  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
which  very  nearly  reached  the  total  losses  of 
the  Colonial  Bank,  even  after  it  was  put  into 
liquidation.  What  did  the  honourable  member 
for  Ellesmere  do  when  there  was  a  desire  for 
the  Committee  to  inquire  into  this  matter? 
When  it  was  suggesteid  that  the  Committee 
Mr.  Ward 


should  inquire  into  the  Quthrte  Companies, 
where  a  loss  of  over  £200,000  had  taken  place, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  occupied  a 
prominent  position  on  the  Committee  of  1895, 
why  did  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere, 
who  is  so  anxious  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  affairs 
not  inquire  into  matters  which  were  before 
the  members  then  ?  But  no,  he  fought  against 
it.  The  chairman  of  directors  of  those  com- 
panies was  a  supporter  of  the  bank  legislation 
m  1894.  He  also  was  a  member  of  the  Joint 
Committee  in  1895.  He  supported  the  legisla- 
tion in  1895.  I  cast  no  aspersions  whatever  on 
him  on  this  account,  but  why,  I  ask,  am  I 
singled  out  ?  Why  should  there  be  this  grossly 
one-sided  and  unfair  treatment  ?  I  invite  him 
now  to  ask  the  House  to  set  up  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  this  particular  matter.  If  he  will 
move  a  motion  for  the  setting-up  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  I  will  support  him.  I  say 
that  every  member  of  either  House  who  was 
xmder  financial  obligations  to  either  bank  in 
1894  and  1895  has  as  much  right  to  have  his 
financial  position  examined  into  and  probed  to 
the  bottom  as  mine  has.  And  now  one  word 
about  the  Consols.  A  great  deal  has  been  said 
against  myself  about  the  Consols  by  some 
honourable  members  who  have  been  flinging 
innuendoes  in  connection  with  the  New  Zealand 
Consols.  I  say  now  that  if  the  history  of  these 
Consols  were  brought  down  before  the  House  and 
the  country  it  would  exonerate  me  from  every 
innuendo  that  has  been  levelled  against  me 
in  connection  with  the  matter.  In  the  first 
instance,  when  they  were  created  in  1895  they 
were  initiated  for  the  specific  object  set  forth 
in  the  Financial  Statement  of  that  year— 
namely,  to  enable  a  certain  class  of  people  to 
invest  their  money  in  that  class  of  security: 
to  put  them  on  a  par  with  a  similar  class  of 
securities  as  existed  in  England.  It  was  never 
contemplated  by  etny  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  would  be  used  for  such  an 
investment  as  they  were  in  this  case  used  for. 
Honourable  members  will  recollect  that  when 
the  two  millions  was  guaranteed  to  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  in  1894,  one  million  of  it  was 
to  be  invested  in  liquid  securities.  That  was 
done  by  the  bank,  and  as  they  were  paying 
4  per  cent,  on  the  £2,000,000  guaranteed  it 
was  necessary  for  them  to  get  as  near  that  rate 
as  possible.  Well,  the  bank  could  not  invest 
the  million  at  4  per  cent.  My  recollection 
is  that  tbe  investment  did  not  average  2  per 
cent.,  and  they  then  applied  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  permission  to  invest  £896,000  ia 
various  New  Zealand  securities  at  4  per  cent. 
They  submitted  a  number  of  investments,  and 
amongst  others  we  were  asked  to  allow  £150,000 
to  be  deposited  with  the  Colonial  Bank  at  4 
per  cent. ;  and  they  also  asked— and  I  have 
the  authority  of  the  principal  officer  of  the 
bank  in  making  this  statement — they  also  asked 
the  National  Bank  to  take  a  deposit  of  £50,000 
at  4  per  cent.  That  proposal  was  submitted 
to  the  general  manager  of  the  National  Bank, 
but  the  general  manager  of  that  bank  refosed 
to  take  it  because  he  would  not  give  4  per  cent. 
If,  however,  we  would  agree  to  a  redaoed  late 
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^rhiohhe  plroposed,  he  was  quite  willing  to  take 
tt.  The  reqaest  for  the  inTestment  came  from 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  they  wanted  to 
•depoiit  it  with  the  Colonial  Back  at  4  per  cent. 
I  objected  to  this,  and  took  the  matter  to  Cabi- 
net, and  recommended  that  the  deposit  should 
be  made  direct  so  as  to  secure  Crown  rights  and 
eo  protect  the  colony.  To  get  Crown  rights  we 
bad  to  issue  some  Qovernment  investment,  and 
it  was  found  that  the  only  one  we  could  use 
were  the  Consols.  No  other  security  could  be 
used.  It  was  the  one  class  of  security  that  we 
•could  give,  and  it  was  done  openly  and  in  a 
thoroughly  proper  way ;  and  by  the  course  we 
adopted  the  £150,000  was  never  at  risk  or  stake 
for  a  day,  as  we  exercised  Crown  rights  over  it, 
which,  it  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  ex- 
plain, made  the  repayment  of  it  to  the  oolony 
a  first  charge  on  the  bank's  assets,  so  that  there 
never  was  the  slightest  risk.  Do  I  understand 
from  members  of  the  House  that  in  every  suc- 
-oeeding  Government  that  came  upon  these 
benches,  in  the  event  of  a  crisis  arising,  or  in 
the  event  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  invest- 
ing public  moneys  with  more  than  sufficient 
behind  it  to  insure  its  repayment — is  every 
Minister  to  be  placed  in  the  position  of  being 
overhauled  ana  asked  if  he  had  ulterior  mo- 
tives,  when  he  could  show  that  the  thing  was 
done  for  the  protection  of  the  State?  I  say 
that  in  this  matter  the  State  was  protected 
from  the  very  start,  and  never  ran  the  slightest 
possible  risk.  Had  I  desired  to  conceal  any- 
thing or  oover  the  matter  up  in  any  way,  I  had 
only  in  the  first  instance  to  have  allowed  the 
deposit  to  be  made  between  the  two  banks  and 
not  to  have  had  it  made  direct,  so  as  to  insure 
Crown  rights  and  to  get  Crown  rights  ;  and  so 
to  protect  the  colony  we  had  to  issue  the  Con- 
sols. And,  for  acting  <ypenly  in  this  matter, 
and  while  enabling  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
to  obtain  investments  upon  the  million  at  4  per 
«ent.  we  secured  Crown  rights  for  the  colony, 
one  is  subjected  to  abuse  and  personal  reflec- 
tion. I  did  nothing  improper  in  this  matter. 
I  regret  my  time  is  up. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  ask  leave  to  make  a  per- 
sonal enlanation.  The  honourable  gentleman 
appealed  to  me  as  to  the  custom  of  institutions 
to  pass  cheques  prior  to  balance,  and  for  the 
bank  to  pass  their  drafts.  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  any  custom  of  the  sort.  In 
the  course  of  thirty  years*  business  experience 
I  have  never  met  with  any  transaction  of  the 
eort,  except  in  bin  own  case  and  his  Association. 

Mr.  WASON  (Selwyn).— I  regret  very  much 
the  speech  just  delivered  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Awama. 

Mr.  WABD.~You  did  not  hear  the  one  that 
went  before  it. 

Mr.  WASON.— I  did  hear  it,  every  word  of 
it,  and  I  was  going  to  say  that  I  also  regret  the 
9eech  which  was  delivered  prior  to  that  of  Mr. 
Ward.  There  is  such  a  thing  in  old-established 
eoantriee  as  a  Statute  of  Limitations.  After  a 
eertain  time  has  gone  by  a  matter  ceases  to 
be—the  past  ceases  to  be  raked  up.  Now,  Sir, 
I  hope  after  what  has  been  said  already  In 
«oimeolioii  with  this  matter 


Mr.  WARD. — They  cannot  say  any  more,  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Mr.  WASON.— I  say  I  hope,  as  far  as  that  is 
concerned,  we  will  hear  no  more  of  it,  and  the 
statements  made  in  regard  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua  would  privilege  him  or 
any  member  to  defend  himself  when  attacked. 
Still,  that  does  not  prevent  me  expressing  my 
regret  at  the  two  speeches  we  have  just  heard. 
Now,  in  reference  to  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere,  who  was  the  last 
honourable  gentleman  who  addressed  himself 
to  the  question  that  is  really  before  the  House, 
I  take  it  that  he  has  either  not  studied  the 
paper  as  he  might  have  done,  or  he  would  not 
have  expressed  the  remarks  he  did  about  the 
President;  nor  has  he  considered  the  votes 
which  he  gave  in  Committee  on  the  Bill,  or  he 
would  not  have  made  the  remark  he  did.  If  he 
had  read  the  paper  he  would  have  seen  that  on 
more  than  one  occasion  the  President  has  been 
eulogised  for  his  services  to  the  bank,  and  that 
a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  him  for 
those  services  to  the  bank.  Then,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  said,  and  said  quite 
correctly — he  was  attckcking  the  Government 
on  this  point—'*  What  have  they  done  with  Mr. 
Watson?  They  have  taken  away  his  sword, 
and  they  challenge  him  to  come  on."  That 
is  exactly  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  did. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  WASON. — When  an  honourable  mem- 
ber moved  for  the  insertion  of  the  word  "duly," 
where  was  the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere ?  He  showed  us  what  the  effect  of  that 
would  be— namely,  that  if  the  words  were 
inserted  Mr.  Watson's  hands  would  be  tied — he 
would  not  have  a  free  hand.  If  that  word  had 
been  inserted  Mr.  Watson  would  not  have  gone 
into  Court  with  his  hands  tied,  and  would  not 
have  had  his  sword  taken  away  from  him,  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  has  said. 
The  Premier  has  also  been  more  or  less  in- 
correct in  his  remarks.  He  stated  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  bank  to  build  premises 
at  a  cost  of  from  £50,000  to  £60,000.  It  was 
stated  at  the  meeting  of  the  directors  to-day 
that  they  never  contemplated  spending  even 
£80,000  on  the  building.  A  variety  of  incorreot 
statements  have  been  made  by  honourable  mem- 
bers with  reference  to  the  bank— with  reference 
to  what  it  has  done  and  what  it  has  not  done. 
Nothing  has  occurred  in  the  progress  of  this 
banking  debate  which  I  think  will  reflect  in  any 
way  upon  Mr.  Watson's  character  in  his  posi- 
tion as  President.  The  Premier  has  acted,  I 
think,  most  judiciously  in  refraining  from  at- 
tacking him.  He  simply  says  that  it  is  neoet- 
sary  in  the  interests  of  the  institution  that  Mr. 
Watson  should  be  removed  from  his  office,  and 
in  doing  so  he  is  simply  following  the  report  of 
the  Banking  Committee  in  1896.  There  is  one 
part  of  this  Bill  which  I  regret  exceedingly  has 
not  been  carried  into  law.  I  do  not  blame  the 
Premier  for  it,  because  it  seems  that  last  year 
he  gave  a  pledge  that  he  would  not  carry  it  into 
law  in  this  Bill.  It  is  this  provision:  **that 
the  bank  would  be  compelled  to  realise  with- 
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in  three  years  any  properties  that  miffht  fall 
into  their  hands.'*  I  hope  sinoerely  that  the 
Premier  wiU  at  the  earliest  opportunity, 
backed  up  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bic- 
oarton,  oarry  into  law  a  provision  of  that  sort, 
no&  only  as  primarily  affecting  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  but  as  afiectiug  every  mortgagee. 
It  is  said  that  it  will  prevent  a  man  getting 
money  to  oarry  on  the  work  of  his  farm.  But 
I  do  not  believe  that  for  a  moment.  I  have 
talked  the  matter  over  with  bankers  and  with 
oommercial  men,  and  with  hardly  an  exception 
they  have  agreed  that  it  would  be  a  most  excel- 
lent thing.  It  would  prevent  that  keen  compe- 
tition for  business  which  encourages  many  men 
to  run  into  debt.  I  would  like  to  remind 
honourable  members  that  it  is  not  so  very 
long  affo  that  people  were  allowed  to  sell 
themselves — a  man  could  sell  his  wife  and 
children,  and  he  could  also  sell  himself.  I 
think  it  is  a  thousand  pities  that  a  man  by 
over  -  borrowing  should  place  himself  at  the 
mercy  of  a  financial  institution  and  allow 
them  to  enter  into  possession,  more  or  less 
permanently,  of  his  land.  It  is  a  bad  thing  for 
any  financial  institution  to  do,  and  if  every 
financial  institution  were  to  realise  a  property 
directly  it  got  into  their  hands  it  would 
be  a  thousand  times  better  for  that  insti- 
tution and  for  the  country.  Now  for  a  few 
words  with  respect  to  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City.  Of 
course,  it  is  always  painful  to  have  to  oppose  a  re- 
solution that  is  moved  by  a  gentleman  occupying 
a  prominent  position  among  those  with  whom 
one  is  associated;  but  on  this  occasion  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  is,  I 
think,  ill-timed  and  unwarranted  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. The  question  has  been  fought  out 
time  after  time  in  Committee.  It  is,  I  think, 
exceedingly  undesirable  that  Mr.  Watson  should 
appear  either  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
or  before  the  House  itself.  If  there  had  been 
any  necessity  for  his  appearing  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Premier  to  put  him  in  that  position. 
The  Premier  knows  the  whole  facts  of  the  case  ; 
I  do  not  know  those  facts,  and  we  can  only 
judge  from  the  evidence  before  us,  and  I  say 
there  is  nothing  whatever  to  warrant  bringing 
Mr.  Watson  either  before  a  Committee  or  before 
the  House.  Under  clause  6 1  think  Mr.  Watson 
would  be  nonsuited  if  he  went  into  Court. 
Then,  there  is  the  question  of  the  Assets  Board, 
and  the  position  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wakatipu  and  the  Premier  on  that  Boeurd.  It  is 
a  delicate  thing  to  discuss  the  private  affairs  or 
the  private  position  of  a  member  of  this  House, 
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and  I  will  endeavour   to  do    so   as 


lightly  as  possible.  I  am  not  going 
to  attack  the  management  of  the  Board  or 
those  who  are  sitting  on  it.  I  am  only  going 
to  pass  the  few  remarks  that  occur  to  me  with 
reference  to  the  constitution  of  this  Board.  I 
do  not  think  the  Premier  is  a  proper  man  to  be 
on  that  Board,  occupying  the  position  he  does. 
I  have  held,  ever  since  the  Board  was  first 
established,  that  the  proper  Minister  to  be  on 
that  Board  is  the  Mmister  of  Lands.  If  one 
considers  the  complicated  nature  of  the  ao- 
Mr,  Waaon 


counts  between  the  Assets  Board  and  the  bank 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  any  person  pos- 
sessed of  an  average  degree  of  intelligence  to 
arrive  at  what  the  colony  meant  when  they 
passed  this  into  legislation.  The  Premier 
tells  us  that  the  Assets  Board  pays  the  bank 
£92,000,  and  the  bank  pays  to  the  Board 
£50,000.  When  you  consider  for  a  moment 
the  policy  of  this  colony  laid  down  by  the 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  —  in  many 
ways  a  most  excellent  policy  for  the  good  of 
the  colony,  —  that  is,  the  policy  initiated 
bv  the  Minister  of  Lands  for  the  settlement 
of  the  country  and  the  breaking- up  of  large 
estates,  as  it  is  called,  —  I  have  always 
held.  Sir,  that  it  was  exceedingly  undeslraUe 
and  impolitic  that  land  should  be  held  in  large 
areas  by  persons  who  were  not  cultivating 
themselves  or  letting  others  do  so.  The  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  has  got  credit  for  something  like 
a  million  and  a  haJf  for  the  purchase  of  estates 
for  settlement,  and  another  million  and  a  half 
to  lend  to  settlers.  With  that  amount  at  his 
disposal  the  simplest  thing  would  be  to  realise 
aU  these  estates,  and  put  the  colony  out  of  the 
peculiar  position  it  now  holds  in  regard  to  them 
at  the  present  moment.  If  one  will  consider 
the  size  of  these  estates,  and  then,  again,  con- 
sider that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be  worked 
to  the  best  advantage  under  the  present  system 
of  management — I  dare  say  the  gentlemen  in 
charge  of  these  estates  are  working  them  to 
the  best  possible  advantage  in  their  power- 
but  it  is  impossible,  no  matter  how  g(K>d  they 
are,  to  manage  estates  of  that  sort  by  under- 
managers  simply  to  show  a  satisfactory  return 
every  year.  If  these  estates  were  sold  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  for  the  country. 
If  the  Minister  of  Lands  took  them  over  for 
settlement  and  placed  bond  fide  settlers  on 
fairly-sized  blocks,  this  would  satisfy  the  keen 
demand  for  land  that  exists  in  the  country  at 
the  present  time.  There  is  a  keen  demand  for 
lana,  whether  for  growing  wheat  or  for  pastoral 
purposes,  all  over  the  country,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  those  large  estates  would  satisfy  the 
demand  for  years.  The  honourable  member 
for  Biccarton  last  year  read  a  telegram  sent  by 
a  gentleman  in  his  district  who  wanted  to  know 
at  what  price  he  could  get  certain  land.  He 
was  simply  told  it  was  not  for  sale.  A  friend 
of  mine  wanted  to  purchase  an  estate  in 
Canterbury,  but  he  was  asked  a  price  whioh 
made  it  impossible  to  make  a  livine  out  of  it. 
He  remonstrated  to  the  manager,  and  was  told,. 
"  Well,  make  us  an  offer."  It  ought  to  be  in 
the  power  of  every  man  who  wants  land  to  know 
what  is  the  lowest  price  the  Board  will  take. 
In  regard  to  the  balance-sheet  of  these  estates, 
it  gives  the  very  least  possible  information, 
except  this:  that  the  management  is  working 
them  at,  say,  a  fair  price,  and  at  a  fair  profit  to- 
the  country.  But  that  is  not  the  point  I  am' 
driving  at.  I  think  it  would  be  infinitely 
better  if  the  country  made  a  loss  out  of  them- 
and  put  bond  fide  settlers  on  them,  and  people 
makmg  homes  on  them,  rather  than  have  a 
number  of  men  managing  them  who  have  no- 
interest  in  the  settling  of  these  estates,  except- 
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iDg  to  keep  their  positions  as  managers  as  long 
as  ever  they  can.  This  is  not  a  reflection  on 
these  managers.  If  any  of  ns  were  in  similar 
positions  we  would  do  exactly  the  same  thing 
oarselves.  We  would  do  our  duty  faithfully 
and  honestly,  as  these  managers  are  doing 
theirs;  hut  we  would  have  not  the  slightest 
interest  in  the  progress  of  the  country,  knowing 
that  at  a  moment  our  tenure  of  office  might 
come  to  an  end,  and  that  we  might  have  to  go 
and  look  for  a  billet  elsewhere.  How  different 
would  be  the  state  of  things  if  these  estates 
were  sold  on  the  easiest  possible  terms ;  and  if 
settlers  did  get  them  at  a  fair  price  I  do  not 
think  there  would  be  anything  detrimental  to 
the  position  of  the  country  in  that  event. 
You  would  have  men  earning  a  little  money 
and  spending  that  money  in  the  country 
for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  they  would 
also  be  settling  the  country.  Now,  Sir,  what 
is  the  reason  for  this  great  demand  for  land  at 
the  present  time  ?  I  believe  it  was  said  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  the  other  day 
that  our  land  at  the  present  time  was  just  at  its 
top  value,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  reason  for 
ibat  is  this :  A  number  of  the  older  settlers  in 
the  country,  who  have  done,  so  to  speak,  fairly 
well  in  the  country,  and  whose  sons  are  growing 
up  around  them,  are  extremely  anxious  to  buy 
land,  even  at  a  high  price,  in  order  to  enable 
their  sons  to  settle  upon  this  land.  I  think 
that  is  what  has  caused  the  great  demand  for 
land  at  the  present  time  ;  and  I  think  if  these 
estates  are  not  realised  upon  with  the  least 
possible  delay  the  country  will  find  that  instead 
•of  improving  the  land  will  be  going  back  in 
value  every  year.  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  who 
live  in  the  northern  part  of  this  Island  that 
the  estates  there  are  deteriorating,  and  of 
•necessity  must  deteriorate  every  year  under 
the  existing  management.  Now,  Sir,  when 
yon  come  to  consider  that  we  are  borrowing 
•millions  of  money,  and  lending  millions  of 
money,  so  to  speak,  to  settle  our  lands,  I  think 
it  is  a  most  extraordinary  position  in  which 
this  semi-Government  department  stands,  be- 
eause  what  is  it  but  a  Government  department 
that  we  are  now  criticizing  ?  As  I  was  not  in 
the  House  at  the  time,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
speak  with  any  degree  of  authority,  but  I  think 
it  was  distinctly  understood,  when  this  Act 
was  passed,  that  all  these  estates  should  be 
realised  within  a  term  of  nine  years  from  the 
•date  of  taking  them  over.  Half  of  that  time 
has  gone  by,  and  out  of  a  total  value  of  che 
whole  estates  of  £2,600,000,  for  which  the 
colony  is  responsible,  the  Board  has  only  sold 
something  over  £300,000.  I  think  that  is  a 
matter  of  very  serious  consideration  for  the 
country,  and  will  show  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try that  the  settlement  of  these  estates  is  not 
proceeding  as  it  ought  to  do.  Now,  Sir,  in 
regard  to  the  position  of  some  of  these 
estates,  I  am  soriv  one  has  not  seen  them 
mentioned  on  the  balance-sheet  submitted  by 
the  Assets  Realisation  Board;  and  I  hope  in 
future  the  Board  will  exhibit  to  the  House  the 
position  of  every  one  of  these  estates,  and  show 
^os  at  what  sort  of  profit  or  loss  they  are  being 


worked  at ;  then  I  believe  honourable  members 
will  see  what  absolute  nonsense  it  is  for  us,  in 
having  this  enormous  estate,  to  have  an  enor* 
mous  liability  of  that  sort  hanging  over  our 
heads.  We  are  crying  down  the  inadvisability 
of  locking  up  the  land  in  large  estates,  and  the 
Government  themselves,  through  this  Assets 
Board,  are  the  greatest  possible  offenders  in  the 
country  in  that  way.  It  is  in  their  power  at 
any  moment  to  stop  this  scandalous  waste 
which  I  say  is  going  on  at  the  present  time. 
Running  through  these  estates  roughly,  one 
sees  that  in  1895  the  Awamate  Estate,  valued 
at  about  £28,000,  was  worked  at  a  loss  of  £168, 
while  in  the  following  year  it  seems  to  have 
been  worked  at  a.  loss  of  £484.  Next,  there  is 
the  estate  known  as  the  Beerescourt  Estate, 
worth  £8.000.  It  was  worked  in  1895  at  a  loss 
of  £82,  and  in  1896  at  a  loss  of  £118.  The 
Carnarvon  Estate  is  valued  at  £61,000. 

Mr.  BOOHANAN.-That  is  sold. 

Mr.-  WASON.  —  Well,  this  is  the  only  in- 
formation we  have  got ;  but  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  that  estate  is  sold. 

Mr.  ERASER.  ~  Carnarvon  sold  at  over  £6 
an  acre. 

Mr.  WASON.  — It  seems  to  have  made  a 
profit  in  1895  of  £2,528,  and  in  1896  of  £8,200. 
Then,  the  Kahau  Estate,  valued  at  £8,200, 
made  a  loss  in  1895  of  £258,  and  a  profit  in 
1896  of  £237.  The  Locherbie  Estate,  valued 
at  £100,000,  made  a  profit  in  1895  of  £1,098, 
and  a  profit  in  the  following  year  of  £1,100. 
The  M!angatoro  Estate,  valued  at  £195,000, 
made  a  profit  in  both  years— £4,142  in  1895, 
and  £5,471  in  1896.  the  Matamata  Estate, 
valued  at  £195,000,  made  a  profit  in  1895  of 
£5,000,  and  in  1896  of  £7,000.  The  Motoa 
Estate,  valued  at  £78,000,  made  a  loss  in  1895  of 
£406,  and  a  profit  in  the  following  year  of  £2,746. 
The  Paparamu  Estate,  valued  at  £83,000,  made 
a  profit  in  1895  of  £211,  and  a  loss  in  1896 
of  £34.  The  Rangiatea  Estate,  valued  at 
£27,700,  made  a  profit  in  1895  of  £965,  and  m 
1896  a  profit  of  £754.  The  Rangiuru  Estate, 
valued  at  £70,000,  made  a  profit  in  1895  of  £713, 
and  in  1896  of  £1,000.  The  Richmond  Downs 
Estate,  valued  at  £41,100,  made  a  profit  in 
1895  of  £83,  and  a  lofls  in  the  following  year  of 
£341.  The  Waimana  Estate,  valued  at  £27,329, 
made  a  loss  in  1895  of  £627,  and  in  1896  a  loss 
of  £1,617.  The  Auckland  Agricultural  Com- 
pany's estate,  valued  at  £450,000,  made  a  loss 
in  1895  of  £4,974,  and  a  profit  in  1896  of  £3,600. 
The  Albury  Estate,  valued  at  £91,000,  made  a 
profit  in  1895  of  £1,640,  and  in  1896  of  £9,000. 
The  Arowhenua  Estate,  valued  at  £71,000,  made 
a  loss  in  1895  of  £1,534,  and  a  profit  in  1896  of 
£5,200.  The  Awatere  Estate,  valued  at  £85,000, 
made  a  loss  in  1895  of  £5,603,  and  a  profit  the 
next  year  of  ^£6,701.  The  Bushy  Park  Estate, 
valued  at  £23,900,  made  a  loss  in  1895  of  £940, 
and  a  profit  in  1896  of  £817. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Worked  by  whom? 

Mr.  WASON.-By  the  bank. 

Mr.  PRASER.-NO. 

Mr.  WASON.— Then,  there  was  the  Clarence 
Estate,  valued  at  £36,000,  which  made  a  loss  in 
1895  of  £1,226,  and  a  profit  in  1896  of  £2,576. 
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The  Eskbank  Estate,  valued  at  £38,200,  made 
a  profit  in  1895  of  £1,628,  and  in  1896  of  £4,442. 
The  Glentui  Eitate,  valued  at  £28,900,  made  a 
profit  in  1895  of  £586,  and  a  loss  in  1896  of 
£94.  Theae,  1  may  say,  are  the  Bank  of  New 
Zeijand  estates,  and  I  am  not  now  attacking 
the  bank,  but  the  whole  system.  Then,  the 
Betreat  Estate,  valued  at  £2,000,  made  a  loss 
in  1895  of  £424,  and  a  loss  in  1896  of  £159. 
The  Waihaorangi  Estate,  valued  at  £108,800, 
made  a  profit  in  1895  of  £2,436,  and  a  profit  in 
1896  of  £6,794.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  purpose  to 
my  argument  whether  the  estates  are  worked 
by  the  Assets  Realisation  Board  or  by  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  The  fact  is  the  same : 
tbat  those  estates  are  a  Qovemment  asset  and  a 
Qovernment  property,  and  the  Government  are 
responsible  for  the  estates.  They  are  respon- 
sible to  the  country  for  those  estates.  I  am  not 
in  any  way  blaming  the  management  of  the 
Assets  Realisation  Board.  Before  the  honour- 
able member  came  in  I  said  that  the  results 
showed  that  the  estates  had  been  managed 
possibly  as  well  as  they  could  be  managed ; 
out  I  am  pointing  out  that  it  is  absolute  in- 
"banity  for  this  country  to  be  borrowing  and 
spending  millions  of  money  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  people  upon  the  land,  and  buying 
large  estates  here  and  there  that  were  fsdrly 
well  cultivated,  while  at  the  same  time  we 
have  got  these  enormous  estates  on  our  hands ; 
and  I  say  that  the  sooner  the  country  is  fully 
alive  to  the  position  the  better  it  will  be  for 
the  Assets  Board,  the  Government,  and  the 
country,  and  I  shall,  in  season  and  out  of 
season,  do  my  best  to  bring  that  position 
before  the  people  of  the  country  in  general. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa).^Sir,  there  is 
no  doubt  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  what  has  fallen 
from  the  last  speaker,  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn — namely,  that  it  is  a  misfortune 
to  this  country  that  such  a  number  of  large 
estates  should  remain  unsold  in  the  possession 
of  the  Assets  Realisation  Board ;  but  I  am  sure 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  will,  upon 
reflection,  agree  with  me  that  if  he  had  put 
himself  in  the  position  of  the  Board  intrusted 
with  their  management  he  would  have  found 
a  very  limited  demand  indeed  for  the  class  of 
land  of  which  the  greater  part  of  these  estates 
is  composed,  instead  of  the  keen  demand  for 
grain-growing  land  to  which  he  refers  in  his 
own  part  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  WASON. — I  wish  to  make  a  persona) 
explanation.  I  did  not  in  any  shape  or  form 
attack  the  management  of  the  Assets  Board. 
I  condemned  the  Government  of  the  country 
for  allowing  these  estates  to  remain  as  they 
are,  and  I  said  the  management  of  the  Board 
was  at  fair  as  it  could  be. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  did  not  say  the  honour- 
able member  had  exactly  condemned  the 
management  of  the  Realisation  Board,  but  he 
certainly  deplored  the  delay  in  disposing  of  the 
eetates.  Putting  aside,  however,  the  question 
of  ordinary  management,  the  real  question,  no 
doubt,  is  the  speedy  disposal  of  these  estates 
and  the  settlement  of  the  people  upon  them. 
Well,  Sir,  the  difficulty  is  that  there  is  so  little 
Mr.  Wuion 


demand  in  the  North  Island  for  the  clan  of 
property  of  which  the  estates  are  mainly  com- 
posed, and  there  is  no  such  keen  demand  as  h^ 
imagines  for  even  better  classes  of  grazing  land. 
Living  in  a  country  district  and  having  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  land,  I  say  without  any  hesita- 
tion that  the  honourable  member  for  Elleemere 
is  absolutely  mistaken  if  he  imagines  that  there- 
is  any  keen  demand  except  for  the  best  grain- 
growing  and  dairy  land.  The  recent  fall  in  the 
price  of  the  great  bulk  of  our  crossbred  wool  alto- 
gether precludes  any  boom  or  great  demand  for 
ordinary  grazing  land  in  New  Zealand ;  and 
I  therefore  do  not  agree  for  a  moment  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  that  any  rapid 
progress  is  possible  in  the  disposal  of  these 
lands.  I  desire  to  have  the  lands  of  the  colony 
settled,  including  those  under  the  charge  of 
the  Assets  Realisation  Board,  in  as  speedy  a 
manner  as  possible ;  but  I  am  satisfied  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  give  sufficient 
thought  to  the  special  difficulties  that  have 
stood  in  the  way  of  the  immediate  settlement 
of  these  lands.  There  is  nothing  also,  I  much 
regret  to  say,  dearer  to  my  mind  than  tbat 
the  colony  is  bound  to  lose  more  than  was 
imagined  in  1895  before  they  are  finally 
realised,  unless  a  rise  in  the  value  of  pro- 
duce takes  place,  of  which  we  obji  at  present- 
see  no  sign.  Now  I  turn  to  the  portion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  speech  in  which  he 
condemned  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Duthie)  for  his  attack  on  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua  because  of  the 
close  connection  of  his  personal  affairs  with  the 
banking  legislation  passed  In  this  House.  Now, 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  is  remarkable  for  the  general 
accuracy  of  his  statements,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  he  in  any  way  ezoeeded  his  public  duty  in 
referring  to  the  private  affairs  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua,  as  long  as  he  was 
able  to  show  their  close  connection  with  the 
legislation  which  I  have  referred  to.  I  do 
not  think.  Sir,  that  any  member  of  this  House 
will  accuse  me  of  personalities ;  but  I  venture 
to  express  the  opinion  that  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua  had  the  last  three  or  four 
years  to  live  over  again  he  would  recognise,  a» 
every  member  of  this  House  has  recognised,  the 
close  relation  to  h*s  private  affairs  which  the 
banking  legislation  finally  assumed  made  it 
undesirable  that  he  should  remain  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown.  The  honourable  member  for 
Awarua  felt  called  upon  to  retaliate  upon 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  had  no  grounds 
whatever  for  doing  so,  because  the  private 
affairs  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  had  not  in  any  way  whatever 
been  brought  into  contact  with  the  bank- 
ing or  any  other  legislation  before  this  House. 
I  noted  very  carefully  another  remark  which 
fell  from  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua 
— that  the  one  mistake  made  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Ward  Association  business  was  that  they 
had  leant  too  heavily  upon  their  bankers.  In 
saying  that  he  gave  away  the  whole  position.- 
It  was  quite  true,  no  doubt,  as  he  told  tba- 
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House,  that  a  busineas  of  suoh  dimenuonB 
most  neooBBarily  make  ase  of  a  large  amount 
of  other  people's  money ;  but  surely  that  was 
ab  jostifioation  whatever  for  the  state  of  affairs 
whioh  was  afterwards  disolosed.  I  do  not  wish 
to  further  refer  to  such  a  painful  subject,  but 
will  now  pass  on  to  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua  on  the  Banking  Bill 
of  1895.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  prominent  members  of  the 
Opposition  were  members  of  the  Oommittee 
appointed  in  that  year,  who  assisted  the  Go- 
yemment  in  carrying  out  not  only  the  legisla- 
tion proposed  by  him  as  Treasurer,  but  that 
they  even  went  a  step  further  and  agreed  to 
empower  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  take 
ever  the  Colonial  Bank. 

Mr.  WARD.— Not  the  Colonial  Bank ;  a  bank. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— That  was  reaUy  a  play 
upon  words;  it  really  meant  the  ColonifiJ 
Bank. 

Mr.  WARD.— If  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  allow  me,  I  will  say  that  it  did  not  mecui 
tht)  Colonial  Bank  in  my  opinion  at  all.  In  the 
first  instance  the  bazik  referred  to  was  the 
National  Bank.  It  was  sought  to  acquire  that, 
and  the  manager  of  it  will  Mar  out  what  I  am 
saying.  He  has  himself  stated  so  on  his  oath 
before  the  Upper  House  Committee  that  he 
was  approached  with  an  offer,  and  cables 
passed  between  him  and  London,  and  he  was 
opposed  to  what  was  proposed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Of,  course  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  tells  us  is  old  history. 
I  recoUeot  all  that  he  states;  but  it  is  also 
true  that  at  the  time  the  power  was  taken  to 
purchase  the  bank  only  one  bank  was  really 
meant.  He  also  knows  that  the  members  of  the 
then  Government  must  accept  the  greater  part 
of  the  responsibility  for  what  was  done,  because 
many  soarces  of  information  were  open  to  them 
whioh  were  absolutely  closed  to  members  of  the 
Committee  like  myself,  and  that  on  every 
oocasion  the  principal  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment never  lost  an  opportunity  of  urging 
the  other  members  of  the  Committee  to  fall  in 
with  the  proposals  of  the  bank  and  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  WAKD.— I  deny  absolutely  that  I  ever 
urffed  it  upon  any  member  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  have  only  a  certain 
mount  of  time  at  my  disposal,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  not  interrupt  me  con- 
tinually. The  honourable  gentleman  asserts 
that  at  that  time  the  whole  country  was 
anzioas  to  have  assistance  given  to  the  bank, 
and  that  it  was  no  fault  of  the  Government 
that  they  did  not  know  its  actual  condition. 
Was  it  not  absolutely  their  fault  that  they 
assumed  a  knowledge  which  it  is  now  proved 
they  never  did  possess  ?  If  the^r  had  told  the 
House  in  1894  and  1895  that  their  information 
was  as  scanty  and  as  unreliable  in  character  as 
it  afterwards  ijroved  to  be,  does  the  honourable 
gentleman  think  the  banking  legislation  of 
1894  and  1895  would  have  been  oarzied  through  ? 
Of  ooorse,  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  it 
would  not  have  been  carried  through.  He 
told  US  also  what  we  all  knew  before,  that  Sir 


Harry  Atkinson  had  had  trouble  with  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand.  That  is  merely  ancient  his- 
tory, and  of  little  moment  as  compared  to  the 
greater  trouble  looming  in  the  future  from  the 
worst  legislation  of  all  which  we  are  now  pass- 
o  Q  ing.  The  Premier  told  us,  in  response 
to  challenge  after  challenge  from  this 
side  of  the  House  to  give  reasons  for  the  present 
Bill,  that  there  was  extravagance  in  the  manage- 
ment, and  when  he  was  put  to  the  test  he  failed 
to  make  good  his  assertion.  The  annual  report 
of  the  bank  shows  it  to  be  absolutely  untrue 
that  the  directors  propose  to  put  up  buildings 
in  Wellington  at  a  cost  of  £50,000,  and  it  has 
also  been  shown,  I  think  to  the  satisfaction  of 
any  honourable  gentleman  who  has  taken  the 
trouble  to  think  at  all,  that  the  erection  of  a  bank 
building  at  the  important  centra  of  Pahiatua  at 
a  cost  of  £2,000  was  a  step  altogether  in  the  right' 
direction.  The  Premier  has  also  told  us  that 
he  did  not  charge  the  President  or  directora 
with  wrong-doing  or  mismanagement  of  the 
bank  in  any  way.  In  short,  he  has  given  no 
good  reasons  whatever  for  carrying  this  Bill 
through.  I  therefore  exceedingly  regret  that, 
as  far  as  this  House  is  concerned,  we  are 
powerless  to  stop  it.  The  Minister  of  Lands 
told  ua  that,  as  the  law  at  present  stood,  the 
President  could  veto  the  report  of  the  Auditor 
before  it  reached  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I  do 
not  know  whether  be  really  meant  what  his 
words  conveyed ;  but  I  venture  to  assert  that 
such  a  statement  is  absolutely  without  founds.- 
tion.  He  also  told  us  that  it  was  impossible 
to  tell  whether  the  bank  was  paying  in- 
terest out  of  its  earnings.  Surely  that  was  a 
foolish  statement  upon  his  part.  I  will  not 
detain  the  House  any  longer  at  this  late  hour, 
but  again  express  my  regret  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  insisted  upon  passing  this  Bill. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  misrepresented  me 
on  one  important  point.  He  stated  that  I  had 
used  pressure  upon  the  members  generally  of 
the  Banking  Committee,  in  order  to  get  the 
report  in  the  form  in  which  they  made  it,  I 
presume. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  did  not  speak  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  personally ,  but  members 
of  the  Government  generally. 

Mr.  WARD.— The  honourable  member  waa 
referring  to  myself  at  the  time.  I  wish  to  sajjr 
that  at  no  time  during  the  history  of  thia 
banking  legislation,  either  on  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, in  the  House,  or  in  the  lobbies,  have  I 
asked  any  member  on  either  side  of  the  House 
to  vote  for  or  against,  or  help  for  or  against, 
any  matter  or  proposal  in  connection  with  the 
banking  legislation.  No  man  can  truthfully 
say,  and  I  challenge  any  one  to  say,  that  I  have 
done  so ;  and  I  have  never  done  so.  Before  the 
Committee  evidence  wm  taken,  the  direotora 
and  officers  of  the  bank  were  brought  forward 
and  examined,  and  a  report  asking  that  certain 
le]B[islation  should  be  given  effect  to  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  by  that  Committee  as  the 
result  of  that  inquiry,  and  legislation  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Oommittee  was  introduced  and 
passed  by  both  Houses  of  Parliambent. 
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Mr.  0ARN0RO8S  (Taieri).— Sir,  the  speech 
we  have  just  listened  to  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  was  a  calm  and  tem- 

£  irate  speech,  and  one  which  was  not  oalou- 
ted  to  give  offence  to  any  one  in  the  House. 
It  is  a  pity  that  some  other  speeches  that  have 
been  delivered  this  evening  have  not  been  based 
on  the  same  lines.  Had  thev  been  so,  possibly 
some  of  the  speeches  that  followed  might  have 
been  more  temperate.  There  was  one  remark 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
which  struck  me  particularly,  and  that  was  his 
statement  that  during  the  progress  of  the  bank- 
ing legislation  the  honourable  member  for 
Awarua  should  not  have  retained  his  position 
as  Minister  of  the  Crown ;  the  iniputation  being 
tiiat,  as  he  was  interested  in  the'l)anking  legis- 
lation, he  should  not  have  occupied  a  seat  in 
this  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  did  not  imply  that. 

Mr.  CABNCBOSS.-That  was  the  only  in- 
ference I  could  draw  from  it.  I  say  that  if 
evezy  one  in  the  House  who  was  at  all  in- 
terested in  the  bank  had  been  called  upon  to 
retire  there  would  have  most  certainly  been 
vacancies  on  more  than  one  side  of  the  House. 
The  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  commenced 
his  remarks  by  regretting  the  speech  delivered 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua.  I 
have  no  doubt  he  did ;  and  I  dare  sav  other 
members  regretted  the  speech.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua  generally  does  manage 
to  give  people  something  to  regret  when  they 
choose  to  attack  him.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  more  than  one  member  in  the 
Hou^e  has  learned  that  when  they  make  an 
attack  on  the  honourable  member  he  gene- 
rally, in  reply,  gives  them  some  reason  to 
regret  it.  But  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  also  regretted 
another  speech,  and  regretted  it  more  earnestly 
than  that  of  the  honourable  member  for  Awa- 
rua—I  am  referring  to  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Dathie).  That  was  a  speech  that  was  not 
delivered  for  the  purpose  of  enlightening  the 
House  or  the  country  on  the  measure  before  us. 
It  was  a  personal  speech  from  top  to  bottom, 
similar  to  speeches  we  have  heard  from  him  on 
many  occasions.  It  was  a  direct  attack  on  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua,  raking  up  all 
his  private  affairs,  that  have  already  been 
for  years  trumpeted  through  the  country  from 
one  end  to  the  other.  And  not  only  have  his 
affairs  been  continuaJly  trumpeted  forth  to  the 
world,  but  we  have  had  people  spending  their 
money  freely  to  have  everything  connected  with 
the  honourable  member  and  his  business  put  in 
pamphlet  form  and  published  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  country.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  been  persecuted  more  than 
any  other  man  who  has  ever  occupied  a  public 
position  in  this  country;  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  had  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City,  who  made  such  a  venomous 
speech  against  Mr.  Ward,  been  persecuted  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Awarua  has  been,  he  would  be  occupying  a 
much  more  retired  position  than  he  does  at 


the  present  time.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  the  honourable  member 
to  be  able  to  say  a  good  word  of  any  one.  He 
never  gets  up  without  making  a  sneering  attack 
on  somebody.  Is  there  not  a  drop  of  the  milk 
of  human  kindness  in  him  ?  Can  he  not  see 
how  the  honourable  member  he  refers  to  has 
been  bitterly  attacked  and  hounded  down  for 
years?  Is  there  to  be  no  rest  for  him?  Is 
there  to  be  no  Statil^te  of  Limitations,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  so  nicely  put 
it  ?  Are  we  to  listen  to  the  eternal  drumming 
into  our  ears  of  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Ward? 
Surely,  a  gentleman  occupying  a  high  position 
like  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Cicy, 
with  the  knowledge  he  has,  ought  to  be  able  to 
address  himself  fairly  to  the  merits  of  questions 
before  the  House,  instead  of  indulging  in  the 
personalities  that  he  so  frequently  engages  in. 
In  oommon  with  many  others,  I  regret  the 
necessity  for  this  banking  legislation.  I  had 
hoped  we  had  some  time  ago  reached  finality. 
But  it  appears  we  have  not  done  so  yet.  I  said 
I  regret  the  necessity  for  further  banking  legis- 
lation. There  have  been  speakers  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  who  have  declared  that  there 
is  no  necessity  for  any  further  banking  legis- 
lation. Now,  does  it  not  stand  to  reason  that 
this  is  a  most  mistaken  attitude  to  take  up? 
The  idea  of  suggesting  that  this  legislation  is 
being  carried  on  without  any  necessity  for  itt 
Is  it  likely  that  the  Premier  and  the  Ministry 
would  take  the  burden  on  their  shoulders  of 
further  legislation  on  a  subject  of  this  kind 
unless  there  was  some  necessity  for  it?  Does 
any  one  think  they  would  do  it  for  the  fun  of  the 
thing  ?  Is  it  likely  the  Government  would  trifle 
with  such  a  gigantic  concern,  involving  millions 
of  money,  unlesn  there  were  absolute  need  to  do 
BO  ?  Do  honourable  members  think  the  Premier 
derived  any  enjoyment  from  sitting  in  that 
chair  hour  after  hour,  and  in  being  badgered 
and  worried  for  all  that  time  before  he  could 
get  a  solitary  clause  passed  through  ?  Does  it 
not  stand  to  reason  that  it  must  be  sheer  neces- 
sity that  induces  the  Government  to  take  this 
matter  in  hand  once  more,  and  have  further 
fighting  and  worry  over  banking  legislation? 
The  Premier  has  been  pressed  to  give  the 
reasons  for  this  legislation.  I  admit  that  he 
has  not  given  the  House  many  reasons ;  but 
surely,  as  business  men,  we  must  be  able 
to  recognise  that  there  are  occasions  when 
silence  is  discreet,  and  that  there  must  be 
circumstances  in  connection  with  such  huge 
concerns  as  we  are  now  dealing  with  which  it 
is  absolutely  impossible  for  Ministers  to  stand 
up  in  this  House  and  give  the  details  of  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  reasons  for  our 
legislation.  By  doing  so  they  might  bring 
untold  misfortunes  upon  many  people,  and 
bring  misfortune  upon  the  bank  itself.  I 
have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  Premier 
and  also  in  the  Ministry  to  feel  warranted 
in  supporting  them  in  their  action  in  this 
connection.  I  recognise  that  they  would  not 
bring  this  legislation  down  unless  there  was 
an  absolute  necessity  for  it,  and  I  am  prepared 
to  support  them  accordingly  in  the  legislation 
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they  aie  now  endeayonring  to  plaoe  upon  the 
etatate-book.    A  great  deal  has  been  said  about 
Hit,  Watson  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  and 
members  have  said,  **What  have  vou  to  say 
against  him?"  and  have  challenged  the  Premier 
to  lay  faults  at  his  door.    It  is  not  likely  the 
Premier  will  indulge  in  personalities  against 
Hr.  Watson  to  show  why  and  wherefore  it  is 
proposed  to  dismiss  him ;  nor  is  there  any 
necessity  that  he  should  do  so.    If  Mr.  Watson 
vacates  his  position  the  end  is  attained  without 
challenging  or  slinging  mud  at  him,  as  mud 
has  been  slung  this  night  at  members  of  the 
House.    There  is  no  necessity  for  it.    Before  I 
leave  that  point  I  may  say  to  those  who  are  so 
fond  of  challenging  the  Premier  to  bring  down 
his  evil  charges  against  Mr.  Watson,  that  I 
notice  they  do  not  point  out  anything  that 
oan   be    said    on   the   other    side.      I    have 
not  heard  one  single  member  stand  up  and 
point   out    what    Mr.  Watson's   virtues    are. 
No  one  seems  to  have  discovered  them  yet; 
I  believe  it  will  be  a  very  good  day  for  the 
colony  when  we  find  that  Mr.  Watson's  con- 
nection with  the  Bank  of  Kew  Zealand  has 
been  severed;  and,  I  believe,  further,  that  I 
echo  what  is  the  general  wish  when  I  say  that 
his  connection  with   the  bank  ought    to    be 
severed  as  soon  as  it  can  possibly  be  done.    It 
has  been  mentioned  during  the  course  of  this 
debate  that  the  Government  ought  to  try  and 
sell  the  bank.    I  quite  believe  that,  and  I  am 
in  full  accord  with  that  idea,  and  in  addressing 
my  constituents  I  took  up  that  line,  and  said 
the  best  thing  was  to  sell  the  bank  even  if  we 
did  it  at  a  considerable  loss.     But  I  think 
honourable  members  will  recognise  that  al- 
though, in  their  opinion,  it  is  a  wise  thing  to 
sell  the  bank,  it  would  be  a  very  stupid  thing 
to  pass  a  resolution  asking  the  Government  to 
do  it.    It  is  far  better  to  get  rid  of  the  institu- 
tion quietly  if  we  can.    If  we  passed  a  resolu- 
tion asking  the  Government  to  sell  the  bank, 
immediately  the  news  went  forth  to  the  world 
the  conclusion  would  be  arrived  at  that  the 
bank  was  in  a  very  bad  way,  and  we  were  trying 
to  get  rid  of  a  rotten  concern,  and,  therefore, 
you  would  be  doing  a  very  bad  thing  in  passing 
a  resolution  of  that  kind,  and  putting  the  bank 
on  the  market  in  such  a  manner.    We  have 
been  told  that  the  Premier  is  working  in  the 
direction   of    severing  the  connection  of  the 
State  with  the  bank ;  and  I  hope  that  some- 
thing will  be  achieved  in  the  direction  of  get- 
ting rid  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.    Seeing 
how  late  the  hour  is,  Sir,  I  shall  not  speak 
many  minutes.    I  have  simply  to  say  that  I 
support  this  legislation   in  every  confidence, 
believing  the  Government  are  doing  what  in 
their  mind  is  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done 
both  for   the    bank  and    the   country  in  the 
present  state  of  affairs.    With  reference  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable  senior 
member  for  Dunedin  City  —  to  carry  which 
means  re-opening  the  whole  question — I  say 
it  is  a  most  absurd  amendment  to  be  moved 
at  such  a  time.    The  empty  benches  all  around 
us  show  what  interest  members  have  taken  in 
that  amendment.     It  has  fallen   as  flat   as 


ditch-water.  It  is  simply  a  beating  of  the  air 
to  propose  such  an  amendment  at  such  a  time. 
I  shall  vote  against  it,  and  I  trust  to  see  it 
defeated  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Biccarton).— The  last 
words  of  the  honourable  member  who  has  just 
sat  down  have  brought  me  to  my  feet.  I  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  is 
quite  right  in  proposing  the  resolution  he  has 
proposed.  That  resolution  embodies  what  we 
have  been  trying  to  assert  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  with  regard  to  the  necessity  for  a  fuller 
inquiry  than  has  yet  been  given  into  the  affairs 
of  the  bank,  as  bearing  both  on  the  dealing  by 
this  Bill  with  the  President,  and  as  dealing 
with  the  present  Board  of  Management ;  and 
that  resolution  affirms  what,  I  think,  is  gene- 
rally felt :  that  we  have  not  acted  wisely  in  not 
havmg  this  Bill  referred  to  a  Committee  for 
investigation  before  dealing  with  these  subjects. 
This  amendment  does  not  interfere  with  the 
third- reading  debate.  The  third-reading  debate 
has  arisen  from  the  fact  that  we  have  not  had 
a  second-reading  debate  this  year.  And  I  think 
the  course  this  Bill  has  te^en  through  the 
House  this  year  is  an  object-lesson  with  respeot 
to  interfering  with  the  ordinary  course  of  par- 
liamentary procedure  i^pon  Bills.  I  think  the 
debate  at  any  rate,  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  hfks 
shown  this  :  that  the  course  that  I  for  my  part 
took,  perhaps  somewhat  violently,  in  Commit- 
tee, was  a  right  one.  If  the  statements  which 
have  been  made  by  the  Premier  tonight  are 
true— if  his  views  as  expressed  tonight  as  to 
the  balance-sheet  brought  down  by  the  bank 
are  true — surely,  it  is  necessary  that  that 
balance-sheet  snould  be  subjected  to  our  Fi- 
nance Committee  for  inquiry.  I  fought  at  a 
disadvantage  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee 
in  order  to  promote  an  inquiry,  because  it  is 
impossible  in  Committee  to  propose  a  definite 
resolution  for  a  reference  of  the  kind  I  desired. 
The  only  course  that  I  could  take  waq  a  some- 
what ambiguous  one — that  of  moving  to  report 
progress  and  thus  stopping  the  Bill,  on  the  un- 
derstanding that  it  should  be  refbrred  to  a 
Committee  for  inquiry.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  has  to- 
night given  us  a  rSsumi  of  the  whole  banking 
position,  as  it  appears  to  me,  and  as  it  appears 
so  far  as  I  am  aware  to  a  large  rroportion 
of  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  What  has 
fallen  from  the  honourable  member  showed 
the  absolute  necessity  for  the  inquiry  that 
the  resolution  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  proposes.  The  object  of  this  Bill 
is  certainly  principally  contained  in  the  6th 
clause — the  removal  of  the  President.  There 
is  nothing,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  in  the  Bill  at  all 
that  acts  as  an  additional  safeguard  to  the 
interests  of  the  colony  in  respeot  to  the  liability 
of  the  colony  on  account  of  the  bank.  The 
President  by  this  Bill  is  abolished.  He,  at  any 
rate,  was  intended  as  a  safeguard,  and  if  he  was 
not  a  proper  safeguard  it  is  right  to  remove  him. 
If  he  was  not  a  proper  safeguard,  then  it  was  the 
business  of  the  Government ~ the  Executive  of 
the  day— to  take  steps  to  remove  him.  But 
what  is  the  position  with  regard  to  him?  The 
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poBifeion  that  I  and  others  maintain  is,  if  there 
was  no  misoonduot  on  the  part  of  the  President 
he  is  entitled  to  fall  compensation.  And  upon 
this  point  I  wish  to  make  myself  clear.  When 
the  question  came  up  as  to  what  compensation 
was  to  be  given  to  the  President  for  the  loss 
of  his  office,  we  were  in  this  position  :  It 
was  stated  from  the  Government  benches  that 
there  was  no  fault  to  find  with  the  Presi- 
dent— that  the  affairs  of  the  banlc  were  fairly 
prosperous,  and  that  there  was  no  reason 
whatever  for  putting  a  slur  upon  the  Presi- 
dent, and  that  there  was  no  cause  for  doing 
it.  That  was  the  burden  of  the  Premier's 
song  to  the  House ;  and  we  said  this :  If 
you  are  going  to  remove  this  man  you  must 
either  give  him  full  compensation  or  you  must 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  the 
charges  which  have  been  made  against  him  by 
members  on  the  floor  of  the  House ;  and  we 
voted  in  Committee  for  what  we  thought  most 
nearly  represented  what  a  competent  tribunal 
would  a^ard  him.  It  has  been  said,  Sir,  that 
what  we  did  was  practically  a  kind  of  hush- 
money.  Well,  I  had  no  intention  of  giving 
hush-money ;  I  voted  for  what  seemed  fairest 
under  the  circumstances.  I  moved  in  the  di- 
rection of  an  inquiry  before  we  got  rid  of  him, 
and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say — particularly 
after  what  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City — that  he  should  not  be 
removed;  but  I  want  him  to  be  removed  on 
fair  terms— not  that  the  Legislature  should 
break  a  contract  which  was  to  exist  during 
good  behaviour  without  hearing  the  person 
concerned  in  support  of  his  character.  That 
was  a  condition  precedent  before  dealing 
with  this  question  by  legislation  at  all.  Let 
me  here  repeat  again  what  I  said  in  Com- 
mittee :  that  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  mis- 
conduct he  is  not  entitled  to  a  sixpence,  but  it 
is  not  fair  to  remove  him  in  that  case  without 
being  heard.'  I  am  not  going  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House.  I  think  I  have  made  my 
position  perfectly  dear.  At  an  earlier  period 
of  the  evening  I  moved  a  resolution  which 
expressed  my  contention  as  to  the  necessity 
for  divesting  this  bank  of  its  political  character 
as  far  as  possible.  That  was  in  consequence  of 
what  was  admitted  by  members  of  the  House 
generally,  that  they  were  compelled  by  the  forms 
of  the  House  to  vote  for  a  particular  clause  in  a 
way  which  was  not  satisfactory.  The  first  division 
upon  the  matter  was  whether  the  word  *'  four  " 
should  stand  as  part  of  the  Bill,  and  the  word 
standing  as  part  of  the  Bill  was  in  order  to  assert 
that  there  could  not  be  two  members  elected  by 
the  members  of  both  Houses.  Then  we  should 
have  had  to  go  back  upon  the  word  "  four,"  and 
redistribute  the  members  as  between  the  share- 
holders 8bnd  the  Government.  However,  that 
was  not  done,  but  the  position  of  members  who 
had  voted  to  prevent  the  election  by  members 
of  the  two  Houses  was  asserted  by  the  voting 
for  the  word  **  four."  I  have  not  much  more  to 
say;  but  just  let  me  add,  as  the  honourable 
member  who  just  sat  down  and  other  honour- 
able members  have  thought  fit  to  throw  asper- 
sions on  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Mr.  RolUaUm 


City,  that  in  my  opinion  that  honourable  gentle- 
man has  done  his  duty  in  giving  a  riaumS  of  th» 
whole  case  as  it  appeared  to  him,  and  as  it  has 
appeared  to  the  country  for  some  time  past.  I 
do  not  think  he  went  outside  his  duty  in  doing, 
what  he  has  done.  I  am  bound  to  confess  that! 
think  the  position  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Awarua  took  up  was  not  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  what  was  said  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City.  He  unfortnnately  took 
up  a  position  which  hM  alienated  a  good  deal 
of  sympathy  from  himself.  I  myself  have 
never,  either  publicly  or  privately,  said  any- 
thing behind  his  back  which  I  wonld  not  say 
to  his  face.  But  this  I  say  now :  His  whole 
position  in  this  matter  is  an  object-lesson  of 
now  entirely  improper  and  inadvisable  it  is  for 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  while  in  that  position, 
to  be  dealing  as  a  Minister  with  affairs  whioh^ 
directly  or  indirectly,  concern  his  private  busi- 
ness ;  and  that  has  been  at  the  bottom  of  the 
whole  nolitical  trouble  into  which  he  has  got. 
He  haa  no  right,  as  far  as  I  can  gather,  to  say 
that  his  affairs  were  put  into  liquidation   by 

r)Iitioal  enemies  to  serve  political  purposes, 
was  not  in  the  House  in  the  last  Parliament, 
and  only  speak  from  my  reading  of  what  took 
place.  I  do  not  think.  Sir,  from  what  I  know 
of  him  and  of  his  position  in  this  House,  that 
it  can  be  said  capital  wm  made  out  of  hia 
misfortunes.  I  have  been  in  the  House  here 
with  him,  and  I  have  not  seen  in  him 
personally  that  which  would  promote  politi- 
cal animosity.  He  is  generally  a  genial 
man,  and  I  know  nothing  that  would  justify 
his  saying  that  he  suffered  privately  from 
political  animosity.  It  is  an  improper  appeal 
for  political  and  personal  sympathy  which  I 
think  he  ought  not  to  make.  Sir,  let  me  say 
this,  too :  that  he  has  ventured  to  do  in  thia 
House  what  I  have  never  till  lately  heard  over 
my  long  course  of  years — he  has  appealed  to 
members  to  hold  their  tongues  by  threats  that 
he  will  disclose  their  private  affairs.  Sir,  it  la 
one  of  the  most  shocking  things  that  have 
ever  been  uttered  in  this  House,  and  I  say  this 
plainly  to  his  face  now,  in  consequence  of 
what  has  occurred  to-night,  and  in  consequence 
of  that  other  most  disgraceful  episode  that 
took  place  in  a  previous  session,  when  yoa,  8ir» 
were  not  in  the  chair,  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua  put  upon  the  pages  of 
Hansard,  No.  2  of  1896,  an  attack  upon  the 
personal  affairs  of  persons  inside  and  out- 
side of  this  Honse  under  the  cover  of  pri- 
vilege such  as  had  never  been  uttered  Id 
Parliament  before.  Sir,  I  felt  sympathy  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  up  to  a  certain 
point,  but  the  course  he  took  then  has  de- 
prived him  of  the  sympathy  of  public  men  in 
this  country  for  all  time.  Sir,  tne  moral  from 
the  discussion  that  has  taken  place  to-night  is 
this :  that  public  men  must,  when  their  private 
affairs  are  mconsistent  with  an  impartial  atti- 
tude—I mean  an  attitude  which  cannot  be 
charged  by  the  public  with  mixing  up  private 
affairs  with  public  affairs — ^when  that  time 
comes  thev  must  relinquish  public  affairs  and 
stick  to  their  private  affairs.    Sir,  I  need  not 
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wmy  I  shall  sapport  the  resolutioii  moyed  by 
ttw  honourable  member  for  DanecUn  Oity. 
I  differ  eniirely  from  any  idea  that  he  has 
gone  outside  his  dnty;  and  he  has  plaoed, 
as  I  have  endeavoured  to  place  by  an- 
other resolution,  upon  the  records  of  the 
House  what  is  shortly  the  view  we  take 
in  regard  to  this  Bill.  The  view  we  take 
of  this  Bill  is  that  it  is  uncalled-for,  that  it 
is  misohievouB,  and  that  it  will  increase  the 
political  influence  of  the  bank,  which  ought 
to  be  left  to  work  out  its  own  salvation ;  and, 
further,  it  contains  a  breach  of  the  principles 
which  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  lay  down, 
that  the  Legislature  should  not  ti^e  u^n 
itself  what  are  executive  functions,  which 
Ministers  should  exercise  on  their  own  re- 
sponiibility  on  cause  being  shown ;  and  that 
it  should  not  break  a  contract  with  a  man 
without  cause  shown,  and  without  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  his  own 
defence. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  (Clutha).— Sir,  it  so 
happens,  unfortunately,  that  there  is  so  much 
party  spirit  in  this  House  that  members  are 
scarcely  able  to  consider  matters  on  their 
merits.  The  Bill  before  us  proposes  to  deprive 
Mr.  Watson  of  his  position  as  the  President  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedln  Oity  has  moved  kh 
amendment  to  the  effect  that  a  Gonmiittee 
should  be  set  up,  with  a  view,  principally,  as 
I  understand  it,  to  enable  Mr.  Watson  to  tell 
his  own  story.  Well,  that  appears  to  me  to  be 
perfectly  reasonable.  At  the  same  time  I  feel 
that,  though  this  Committee  were  set  up,  so 
much  party  spirit  would  be  manifested  that 
the  proceedings  would  be  worthless.  The 
whole  proceedings  in  connection  with  this  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  business  have  from  the  very 
commencement  been  extremely  unsatisfactory. 

QOQ  The  Hon.  the  Premier  told  us  the 
other  night  that  he  himself  had  been 
deceived  when  four  years  ago  he  brought  down 
the  first  banking  legislation.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  Qovemment  were  not  clever 
enough  to  see  through  this  deception.  Had 
they  been  so  we  might  have  been  spared  all 
this  banking  legislation,  and  all  the  unplea- 
santnesses connected  with  it.  For  once,  at  any 
xate,  the  Premier  and  the  Government  met 
with  people  who  got  to  windward  of  them.  As 
I  understand  this  Bill  it  aims  at  two  things — 
the  one  is  to  get  quit  of  the  President  and  the 
other  is  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  Board. 
I  have  been  sitting  here  day  after  day  listening 
to  the  debate,  but  still  I  have  no  clear  idea  as 
to  the  reasons  which  have  weighed  with  the 
Government  for  proposing  to  dispense  with  the 
services  of  the  President.  Everything  has  been 
very  misty.  There  are  gentlemen  in  this  House 
who  probably  know  Mr.  Watson  personally,  and 
there  are  others  who  may  have  heard  a  good  deal 
about  him.  It  seems  to  me  that  members  are 
drawing  on  their  past  infonnation  for  reasons 
as  to  why  this  gentleman  is  to  be  deprived  of 
hie  office  rather  than  from  information  supplied 
to  them  by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill.  Some 
honourable  member  has  said  that  it  did  not  do 


to  be  outspoken,  but  I  think  that  yon  do  a  man 
as  much  injury  by  insinuating  bad  ^inga 
about  him  as  by  stating  them  plainly  and 
openlv.  As  to  the  new  constitution  of  the 
Board,  my  chief  reason  for  objecting  to  the  Bill 
is  that  I  think  the  constitution  proposed  to  be 
set  up  is  worse  than  the  existing  constitution. 
The  President  now  holds  his  position  during 
good  behaviour;  he  has  a  large  salary,  and  he 
has  the  right  of  veto.  In  this  way  he  is  able 
to  take  a  calm  and  independent  view  of  what  ia 
best  to  be  done,  and  to  keep,  as  it  were,  the  Go- 
vernment at  arm's  length.  But  what  does  this 
Bill  propose?  It  proposes  to  give  the  Government  • 
the  right  of  appointing  four  directors,  while  the^ 
shareholders  nave  the  right  of  appointing  only 
two.  That  means,  of  course,  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  have  the  most  say  in  the 
management  of  the  bank.  Oonsidaring  the 
pecuniary  obligations  under  which  the  colony 
OM  come  in  connection  with  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  I  do  not  say  that  four  directors  are  too 
many  for  the  Gk>vernment  to  have  the  right  of 
nominating.  But  we  must  remember  that  the 
Government  are  not  personally  interested  in^ 
the  bank.  They  are  not  like  the  shareholders 
in  this  respect.  If  the  Government  were  per- 
sonally interested  to  the  extent  of  some  four 
or  five  millions,  then  I  would  say  they  had  a 
perfect  right  to  appoint  four  directors.  The 
great  thing  with  a  (Government  under  the 
party  system  was  to  get  support,  and  they 
might  use  their  position  for  this  purpose. 
They  could  exercise  much  influence  as  regards 
the  appointment  and  promotion  of  the  officers 
of  the  bank.  As  the  directors  are  appointed 
for  only  two  years^they  would  be  always  under 
the  influence  of  the  Government,  who  would 
thus  have  it  in  their  power  to  injure  a  political 
opponent,  or  to  do  a  good  turn  to  a  political 
supporter.  I  do  not  say  the  Gk>vemment 
would  do  this ;  but  they  might  do  so.  If  this 
bank  is  ever  to  succeed  at  all  it  must  suc- 
ceed by  being  left  alone  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. This  debate  that  has  been  going  on 
for  the  last  fortnight  must  have  done  a 
great  deal  of  harm  to  the  bank.  There  are  just 
two  ways :  The  one  is  to  let  the  bank  severely 
alone,  to  work  out,  as  it  were,  its  own  salvation. 
I  would  not  say  that  the  bank  is  doing  as  well  as 
we  would  all  wish  to  see  it  doing.  Still,  I  think 
it  is  doing  just  as  well  as  we  can  expect.  If  the 
bank  is  doing  that  we  should  be  in  a  measure 
satisfied.  The  other  course  is  to  dispose  of  the 
bank ;  and  I  think  from  the  remarks  that  have 
been  made  to-day  and  on  other  occasions  that 
things  may  move  in  that  direction.  I  believe 
it  would  be  better  to  dispose  of  the  bank,  even 
at  a  considerable  loss,  than  to  go  on  as  we  have 
been  doing.  If  there  is  any  histitution  more 
than  another  that  will  not  prosper  under  po- 
litical influence  that  institution  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  bank. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin).— I  recognise.  Sir, 
that  the  House  is  utterly  sick  and  weary  of 
this  wretched  banking  legislation,  but,  as  the 
proceedings  to-night  may  possibly  be  referred 
to  on  some  future  occasion,  it  is  necessary  thai 
I  should  put  my  views  on  record,  although,. 
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Imowing  how  wearied  the  House  is,  I  shall 
endeavoar  to  be  as  brief  and  concise  as  I 
possibly  can.  Sir,  I  have  listened  not  alto- 
gether with  pleasure  to  some  of  the  speeches  we 
have  heard  this  evening,  and  when  I  heard  the 
weak  and  far- fetched  arguments  which  have 
t>een  adduced  in  favour  of  this  Bill  I  thought  how 
very  little  there  was  to  be  said  in  support  of  it. 
It  is  one  of  those  Bills  brought  forward  from 
last  session  which  by  means  of  the  wretched 
resolution  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton,  was  enabled  to  be  introduced 
without  the  formality  of  a  first  and  second 
reading.  The  arguments  in  favour  of  that 
resolution  being  carried  last  session  were  that 
it  would  save  the  time  of  the  House.  I  think 
honourable  members  must  be  now  convinced 
that  it  has  had  a  contrary  effect.  We  have 
had  the  principle  of  the  Bill  discussed  over 
and  over  again.  We  have  had  second-reading 
speeches  in  Committee,  and  there  must  have 
been  a  very  considerable  waste  of  time  in  con- 
sequence of  the  motion  referred  to.  Coming  to 
the  Bill  itself,  the  principal  object  is  apparently 
to  abolish  the  office  of  President  and  to  get  rid 
of  the  gentleman  holding  that  position.  Then, 
it  provides  that  instead  of  three  directors  being 
elected  by  the  shareholders  as  at  present,  and 
one  director  and  the  President,  who  is  also  a 
director,  being  appointed  by  the  Governor  in 
Council,  we  are  to  have,  if  this  Bill  becomes  law, 
six  directors,  four  of  whom  will  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor  in  Council  and  two  by  the 
shareholders,  thus  bringing  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  completely  under  the  control  of  what- 
ever Government  may  happen  to  be  in  office. 
6ir,if  there  is  one  institution  more  than  another 
which  should  be  kept  separate  from  party  or 
political  influence  that  institution  is  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  backed  up  as  it  is  by  over  five 
millions  of  money  belonsiing  to  the  people  of 
the  colony.  I  look  at  it  in  this  way  :  Take  the 
oase  of  the  head  of  a  large  firm  doing  business 
with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  a  man  who 
may  have  taken  an  active  part  in  politics, 
possibly  in  opposition  to  the  Government,  and 
who  suddenly  finds  that  every  detail  of  his 
business  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  scrutiny  of 
four  nominees  of  the  Premier.  He  naturally 
objects  to  anything  of  the  sort,  and  he  does 
what  every  sensible  man  would  do  under  the 
circumstances — he  removes  his  account  from 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  some  other 
bank  in  which  he  has  more  confidence. 
There  are  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  of 
such  men  in  this  colony,  and  I  believe  the 
passing  of  this  measure  will  result  in  loss  to 
the  bank.  The  Minister  of  Lands  and  the  Pre- 
mier asked  what  was  the  interest  of  the  share- 
holders in  this  bank.  It  is  quite  true  that  their 
interest  is  not  worth  very  much,  but  they  have 
a  very  serious  liability,  and  it  must  be  admitted, 
even  by  the  Premier,  that  the  good-will  belongs 
to  the  shareholders.  By  the  Acts  of  1894  and 
1895  the  colony  took  up  the  position  of  mort- 
gagee, or  guarantor  of  the  bank.  We  have 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  bank,  and 
the  provisions  of  that  agreement  have  been 
faithfully  complied  with  and  carxied  out  to  the 
Mr,  Masuy 


very  letter  by  the  bank'  and  the  shareholderB, 
Such  being  the  oase,  have  we  any  right  now 
to  break  through  that  agreement  and  take 
from  the  shareholders  the  share  of  representa- 
tion on  the  Board  of  Directors  to  which  they 
are  entitled  ?  During  the  whole  course  of  the 
discussion  I  have  noc  heard  one  good  reason 
adduced  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  Of  course, 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  has 
been  referred  to  ;  but  when  we  consider  the 
personnel  and  constitution  of  that  Commit- 
tee we  must«dmit  their  recommendation  is  of 
very  little  value.  Then,  the  Premier  told  us 
as  a  reason  for  the  introduction  of  this  Bill 
that  he'objected  to  the  President  holding  shares. 
Well,  it  will  be  a  sorry  day  when  the  President 
of  the  bank  is  prevented  or  refuses  to  take  up 
shares  in  the  institution  over  which  he  has 
control.  The  fact  of  the  President  of  the  bank 
purchasing  shares  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
was  the  best  indication  I  have  heard  since 
1894,  when  the  Banking  Bill  was'first  placed 
on  the  statute-book.  I  think  that  not  only  the 
President  but  also  the  other  officers  of  the 
bank  should  be  encouraged  to  invest  part  of 
their  savings  in  the  institution  from  which 
they  draw  their  salaries,  because  in  so 
doing  it  would  give  them  a  direct  personal 
interest,  and  be  beneficial  both  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  bank.  I  may  say  here 
that  I  do  not  know  the  President  of  the  bank. 
I  have  not  even  a  nodding  acquaintance 
with  him,  and  I  do  not  care  two  pins  either 
politically  or  financially  for  the  President  of 
the  bank.  I  am  speaking  as  I  am  doing  in 
the  interests  of  the  people  whom  I  represent, 
and  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  generally. 
One  reason  given  by  the  Premier  for  introduc- 
ing this  Bill  was  the  famous  purchase  of  wheat 
in  Australia  by  the  manager  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand's  Boller-miUs  in  Auckland.  It 
seemed  to  me  when  I  heard  him  make  the 
statement  that  he  must  have  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  finding  arguments  in  support  of 
the  measure,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
Bill  was  introduced  in  1897  and  the  purchase 
did  not  take  place  until  the  beginning  of  1898. 
I  referred  to  the  purchase  in  Committee,  and 
I  want  to  place  on  record  what  I  stated  then. 
The  history  of  the  transaction  is  briefly  this  : 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  Roller-mills  have 
almost  a  monopoly  of  the  purchase  of  local 
wheat  in  Auckland.  They  opened  the  season  of 
1898  by  offering  4s.  for  locally  produced  wheat. 
As  wheat  had  gone  up  very  considerably  in 
almost  every  part  of  the  world,  the  farmers  of 
Auckland  were  naturally  dissatisfied.  Then 
came  the  sharp  rise  on  account  of  Amerioa 
having  declared  war  against  Spain.  The  Roller- 
mills  at  Auckland  then  advanced  their  price  to 
4s.  3d.,  but  the  producers  were  very  naturally 
more  dissatisfied  than  ever,  because  the  prioe 
in  Canterbury  was  48.  6d. ;  and  the  Auckland 
farmers  reasoned  in  this  way :  that  as  the 
Province  of  Auckland  did  not  produce  sufficient 
wheat  for  its  own  requirements,  therefore  they 
were  entitled  to  at  least  as  much  as  the  Canter- 
bury farmers  received.  Then  a  local  firm  came 
suddenly  into  the  market    and  purchased   % 
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Iftcse  quantity  of  wheat  at  4b.  6d.,  and  this, 
I  nave  been  infonned  on  the  very  best 
antboiity,  they  afterwaids  sold  to  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  Boller-milU  at  48.  9d.  per 
bushel,  at  the  same  time  that  the  mills  refused 
to  give  more  than  4s.  3d.  to  local  producers. 
The  farmers  felt  that  they  were  being  badly 
treated,  euid  fchey  were  naturally  unwUling  to 
Bell  for  the  prices  offered.  The  next  move  was 
the  purchase  by  (he  manager  of  the  Roller-mills 
of  some  ten  or  twelve  thousand  sacks  of  wheat 
in  ^Australia,  at  from  48.  to  4s.  8d.  I  judge 
that  to  have  been  the  price  from  the  quota- 
tions in  the  Australian  papers  at  the  time  ; 
and,  putting  the  freight,  charges,  and  duty  at 
about  9d.  per  bushel,  it  followed  that  the  wheat 
could  not  have  been  landed  at  Auckland  at 
less  than  48.  9d.  The  farmers  did  not  object 
to  the  Bank  of  New  Zeskland  or  any  other 
institution  buying  in  the  cheapest  market,  but 
in  this  instance  the  market  was  not  the 
cheapest  but  the  dearest,  and  the  transaction 
was  entered  into  apparently  for  the  purpose 
of  lowering  the  price  paid  to  local  growers. 
As  the  manager  of  the  mills  has  severed  his 
connection  with  the  bank  and  left  the  colony, 
I  do  not  intend  to  follow  the  subject  further. 
I  will  merely  say  that  the  transaction  was  a 
most  improper  one,  and  I  trust  we  shall 
never  hear  again  of  anything  of  the  sort  in 
connection  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  or 
any  other  institution,  especially  one  backed  up 
by  the  colony's  guarantee.  A  great  deal  has 
been  said  about  the  Assets  Board — about  its 
personnel  and  administration.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  say  much  about  either  the  one  or  the 
other,  but  I  want  to  say  that  I  think  it  is 
decidedly  wrong  that  the  Premier  of  the  colony 
should  be  a  member  of  the  Assets  Board.  If 
the  Premier  attends  to  the  duties  of  the 
different  departments  of  which  he  is  the  poli- 
tical head  he  will  have  quite  enough  to  do 
without  attending  to  the  affairs  of  the  Board. 
The  members  of  mat  Board  should  be  business- 
men, and  not  politicians;  but  I  want  to  say 
that  the  objection  which  applies  to  the  Pre- 
mier does  not  apply  in  the  same  degree  to  any 
private  member  of  this  House.  In  connection 
vrith  the  administration  of  the  Board  I  do  not 
think  there  is  anything  very  seriously  wrong, 
except  that,  so  far  as  an  outsider  can  judge, 
they  have  not  been  sufficiently  energetic  in 
disposing  of  the  properties  placed  under  their 
control ;  but  they  have  had,  I  think,  a  sufficient 
amount  of  stirring  up  with  the  debate  that 
has  taken  place  on  this  Bill.  I  hope  in  future 
they  will  be  more  anxious  to  take  Sbdvantage  of 
any  opportunities  that  may  arise.  The  position 
of  the  Assets  Board  in  connection  with  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  is  this :  that  we  have 
guaranteed  their  debentures  to  the  amount,  in 
round  figures,  of  £2,800,000;  the  value  of  their 
properties  is  something  like  £1,500,000,  and, 
oonsequently,  there  will  be  a  deficiency  in  the 
ordinary  oourse  of  considerably  over  a  million. 
That  deficiency  is  supposed  to  be  made  up  out 
of  the  profits  of  the  B«mk  of  New  Zealand ; 
oonsequently,  it  becomcB  abBolutely  necessary 
(hat  both  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  the 


Assets  Board  should  be  managed  in  the  best 
possible  way  and  to  the  best  advantage,, 
and  that  they  should  be  kept  altogether 
away  from  political  influence— that  is  to  say,, 
that,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  politics 
and  political  parties  should  be  left  severely 
alone.  In  conclusion,  I  would  just  like  to  say 
that  whatever  fault  we  may  have  to  find  with 
this  debate  it  must  have  had  this  effect :  It 
must  have  convinced  the  members  of  the 
House — and,  I  hope,  many  of  the  people  of  the 
country — that  a  successful  commercial  State 
bank  is  absolutely  impossible.  For  the  reasons 
I  have  mentioned,  that  this  Bill  if  placed  on> 
the  statute-book  will  place  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  more  completely  under  political  con- 
trol d^n  it  is  at  the  present  time — and  it  is 
almost  certain  to  cause  loss  of  business  to  the 
bank,  and  consequently  financial  loss  to  the 
colony — I  intend  to  support  the  amendment 
which  has  been  moved  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Mackenzie)- 
and  oppose  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  LANG  (Waikato).— It  is  now  nearly 
three  o'clock,  and  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  but  I 
do  not  wish,  on  an  important  Bill  such  as  thia 
is,  to  give  a  silent  vote.  I  may  say,  in  the  first 
place,  I  am  opposed  to  the  Bill.  I  look  upon< 
tl|is  Bill  as  placing  the  bank  more  in  the 
position  of  a  State  bank,  and  I  maintain  that 
It  is,  at  any  rate,  getting  it  much  more  under 
politiofikl  control.  I  think  the  more  the  bank 
is  removed  from  political  control  the  better. 
In  common  with  many  other  honourable  mem- 
bers who  have  spoken,  I  think  it  would  be- 
well  for  the  Government  to  get  rid  of  this 
bank.  If  the  bank  is  doing  such  a  good 
budness  as  many  would  lead  us  to  believe 
there  ought  to  be  no  trouble  in  getting  rid  of 
it.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  doing 
so,  I  think  it  a  poor  look-out  for  the  colony, 
and  the  first  loss  would  be  the  best.  I  have 
always  opposed  banking  legislation  in  this 
House  after  the  first  two-millions  guarantee. 
Ever  sinoe  that  unfortunate  night  we  have 
constantly  had  banking  legislation  before  us. 
I  protest  against  this  everlasting  banking  legis- 
lation. It  must  do  immense  hckrm  to  the  in- 
stitution. The  Premier  himself  admits  that,. 
for,  speaking  last  year,  he  says — I  am  quoting 
from  Hanacvrd, — 

"I  may  say,  for  my  own  part,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  there  ought  to  be  an  end  to  bank- 
ing legislation — that  the  constant  irritation, 
the  constant  uneasiness,  engendered  by  bank- 
ing legislation  must  necessarily  have  a  detri- 
mental effect  on  financial  institutions,  and  must- 
to  some  extent  shake  public  confidence." 

And  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  remark  of  the 
Premier,  he  tells  us  now  that  he  is  goiog  to 
introduce  more  banking  legislation  —  more 
banking  legislation  before  even  this  Bill  is 
passed.  Then,  in  another  place  he  says,  "  We 
ought  once  and  for  all  to  settle  it."  I  would 
remark  that  the  Premier  has  made  that  state- 
ment every  time  banking  legislation  has  come 
before  this  House.  My  own  opinion  is  we  shall 
never  get  free  of  banking  legislation  until  this- 
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House  has  seyered  its  conneotion  with  the 
hajik.  But  I  am  inolined  to  think  that  the 
Ooveniment  do  not  really  wish  to  get  rid  of 
the  bank.  It  seems  to  me  their  desire  is  to 
get  more  control  over  the  bank — more  political 
^ODcrol.  Now,  I  maintain,  and  idways  have 
maintained,  that  the  Government  are  respon- 
-sible  for  the  whole  of  this  wretched  banking 
legislation.  The  whole  of  the  responsibility 
rests  with  them.  They  admitted  it  at  the 
-time.  They  said  they  had  made  searching 
;and  careful  inquiries,  and  they  would  take 
the  whole  responsibility.  I  intend  to  quote 
one  or  two  passages  from  the  speeches  made 
by  honourable  members  on  the  occasion  of 
the  introduction  of  banking  legislation  in 
1894.  Mr.  Waztl  said,  *'  After  going  into  the 
matter  thoroughly  and  exhaustively.**  And 
then,  in  another  part  of  his  speech,  **  After 
-clese  and  careful  investigation  with  the  con- 
fidential representative  of  the  bank,  who  was 
perfectly  frank  and  open  **  (that  was  Mr. 
Murray).  Then  Captain  Bussell,  "  The  respon- 
sibility must  rest  with  the  Government."  And 
Mr.  G.  Hutchison,  following,  says,  "  Th^  whole 
responsibility  rests  with  the  Government,  for 
:good  or  evil."  The  Premier  accepted  that  posi- 
tion, for  he  said.  "The  Government  accepts 
the  responsibility."  And  during  his  speech  he 
repeated  the  same  sentence  again.  It  is  true 
that  since  that  time  the  Government  has  en- 
deavoured on  more  than  one  occasion  to  get 
rid  of  the  responsibility,  and  to  say  that  it 
rested  with  the  House ;  but  the  responsibility 
rested  with  the  Government,  and  members 
believed  them  in  1894  when  they  said  they 
had  made  careful  inquiries,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  think  they  would  not  do  so  at  the  present 
time.  These  extracts  that  I  have  read  show 
two  things— one  that  the  Government  took  the 
responsibility  on  themselves,  and  the  other 
that  they  misled  the  House.  I  do  not  mean  to 
•say  that  they  purposely  misled  the  House,  but 
they  probably  were  deceived— they  were  pitted 
.against  sharper  men  than  themselves.  The 
Premier  has,  since  1894,  on  several  occasions 
taken  credit  to  himself  for  passing  this  banking 
tlegislation.  For  my  part,  I  think  it  is  not  a 
matter  to  be  proud  of  ;  it  involved  the  country 
to  the  amount  of  five  millions.  The  Premier 
said  he  would  do  the  same  thing  again.  I 
hope,  for  bis  sake,  if  he  had  the  same  chance 
over  again,  he  would  do  nothing  of  the  kind ; 
^ven  if  he  would  I  feel  sure  the  House  would 
'not  do  so.  What  was  the  position  members 
took  up  in  1896  in  respect  to  the  bankmg 
legislation?  They  disapproved  of  it  to  a 
great  extent,  but  their  excuse  for  voting  for 
it  was  that  the  colony  was  so  far  involved 
with  the  bank  that  it  was  impossible  to  with- 
draw. I  consider  the  Government  are  alto- 
;gether  incompetent  to  deal  with  this  matter, 
and  the  more  legislation  we  have  the  more 
hopeless  is  the  confusion  We  get  into.  First, 
the  Premier  tells  us  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
President,  and  a  short  time  afterwards  a  Bill 
is  brought  in  to  abolish  the  office.  The  only 
•solution  of  the  difficulty  is  to  get  rid  of  the 
bank  on  the  earliest  opportunity.  Hie  prinoi- 
Mr  Lang 


pal  matter  in  this  Banking  Bill  is  the  ques- 
tion of  the  President.  We  have  had  to  vote 
on  th^  question  of  the  dismissal  of  the  Presi- 
dent. But  why?  No  reason  has  yet  been 
given  us  why  he  should  be  dismissed.  We 
have  either  done  too  much  or  too  little  in  this 
matter,  and  we  can  get  no  information  from 
the  Premier.  At  one  time  he  says  the  Presi- 
dent has  done  good  work — that  since  the  bank 
has  been  under  his  control  it  has  prospered. 
But  when  the  question  is  asked,  Why  dis- 
miss the  President  ?  he  turns  round  and  hints 
at  something  dark  and  mysterious  behind. 
He  says  it  is  absolutely  necessary  there  should 
be  a  change.  The  Premier  turns  and  twista 
about  so  much  on  banking  legislation  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  tell  where  to  find  him. 
Only  the  other  night  in  Committee,  when  there 
was  a  division  on  the  amount  of  salary  to  be 
allowed  to  the  President  on  his  dismissal,  the 
Premier  did  not  even  vote  in  the  division,  and 
all  his  most  faithful  followers  voted  against  his 
own  Bill.  Now  it  has  been  decided,  according 
to  the  Bill,  to  give  the  President  two  years' 
salary — that  is,  £2,260  more  than  was  in  the 
Bill.  I  would  remind  honourable  members 
that  some  time  ago  we  had  the  President  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  and  fined  him  £500.  I  am 
not  aware  whether  that  has  been  paid. 

An  Hon.  Msubeb.— Yes ;  it  was  paid  by  the 
bank. 

Mr.  LANG. — It  seems  to  me  the  Chairman 
of  directors  is  in  the  same  position  as  the  Presi- 
dent so  far  as  the  Bill  is  concerned.  According 
to  the  Bill  £1,000  is  to  be  the  salary  of  the 
Chairman  of  directors,  and  yet  the  Premier  told 
us  he  had  only  to  work  four  hours  a  week.  We 
could  get  so  little  information  that  we  were 
unable  to  find  out  what  was  the  proper  salary 
to  vote  for  him.  I  maintain  the  blame  for  the 
banking  legislation  rests  with  the  Government. 
We  ought  never  to  have  been  placed  in  the  poei- 

Q  Q  tion  we  are.  The  Premier  is  for  the 
most  part  looked  upon  as  a  shrewd  and 
clever  man,  but  I  think  in  connection  with  thia 
banking  legislation  he  has  been  pitted  against 
men  much  cleverer  than  himself.  Now,  I  want 
to  say  one  or  two  words  vrith  reference  to  remarks 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere. 
He  blamed  the  Opposition,  and  he  said 
they  were  also  responsible  for  this  banking 
legislation.  Well,  Sir,  after  the  first  session 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Opposition  oer- 
tainly  did  help  the  Government  out  of  their 
trouble,  and  they  also  got  very  small  thanks 
for  it.  Previous  Governments  have  been 
blamed  for  being  too  much  mixed  up  with  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  But  fancy  a  Conser- 
vative Government  endeavouring  to  bolster  up 
this  Bank  of  New  Zealand  as  the  present 
Government  has  done.  Fancy  what  the  Pre- 
mier would  have  said  if  he  had  been  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  when  the  banking 
legislation  was  brought  about.  What  would 
have  been  his  action  then  ?  Would  he  have 
gone  over  to  help  the  honourable  members  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House?  Most  cer- 
tainly not.  I  maintain  that  if  a  Conservative 
Government  had  endeavoured  to  do  wh*t  this 
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OovemmeDt  has  done  it  would  have  been 
turned  out  of  office  in  a  very  few  months.  No 
former  Government  has  ever  been  so  mixed  up 
with  banking  affairs  as  the  present  Govern- 
ment is.  At  this  time  of  the  morning  I  shall 
-not  further  detain  the  House. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki).— I  have  not  heard 
one  word  during  the  course  of  the  lengthy  dis- 
•oussion  on  this  Bill  on  a  matter  upon  which  I 
want  to  get  some  information.  I  listened  very 
attentively  to  all  the  various  gentlemen  who 
•«re  experts  in  banking  and  business  matters 
had  to  say,  and  I  also  listened  to  a  good  deal 
•of  matter  which  members  who  are  not  experts 
in  banking  matters  have  bad  to  say,  and  really 
I  must  confess  I  have  learnt  very  little  indeed 
from  the  discussion.  I  want  to  know  why  it 
was  necessary  to  inttodace  this  Bill.  I  have 
not  yet  heard  from  the  Premier  any  sufficient 
reason  why  this  legislafcion  should  have  been 
introduced;  and  when  we  come  to  examine 
what  has  taken  place  in  Committee,  and  to 
•oompare  the  Bill  as  it  emerged  from  Com- 
mittee with  the  Bill  as  it  was  originally  intro- 
duced to  the  House,  it  forces  itself  on  our 
minds  that  the  sole  object  for  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill  has  been  in  order  to 
^et  rid  of  Mr.  Watson.  For,  Sir,  when  this 
Bill  was  first  introduced  we  were  to  have  nine 
directors,  but  very  soon  that  number  was 
reduced  to  six.  Then,  at  first,  these  directors 
were  to  be  resident  in  different  parts  of  New 
Zealand ;  now  they  may  reside  in  khe  City  of 
Wellington  for  all  that  the  Bill  says  to  the 
contrary.  Then,  there  was  to  be  a  Standing 
•Committee  to  look  after  and  to  closely  watch 
over  the  management  and  basiness  of  the  bank. 
But  now  this  Standing  Committee  has  disap- 
peared, and  when  we  look  at  the  Bill  as  it  was 
originally  introduced  we  find  that  the  only 
thing  which  was  in  the  Bill  after  it  came  out 
of  Conoimittee  is  the  clause  dealing  with  the 
abolition  of  the  office  of  President  and  the  dis- 
missal of  Mr.  Watson.  Now,  I  have  watched 
the  developments  in  connection  with  this  bank- 
ing legislation  from  a  distance.  When  the 
matter  first  cropped  up  I  thought  that  the 
assumption  by  the  Government  of  the  func- 
tions of  banking  was  open  to  very  grave  donbts, 
and  that  the  advisability  of  backing  up  the  Bank 
•of  New  Zealaiid  was  open  to  very  grave  doubts. 
These  doubts  deepened  into  almost  certainty 
when  twelve  months  after  the  introduction  of 
-the  first  banking  legislation  the  bank  again 
oame  to  the  colony  and  asked  for  a  guarantee 
of  some  three  millions  more;  and  ever  since 
then  the  banking  business  has  been  a  trouble 
to  the  colony,  and  I  doubt  whether  we  have 
heard  the  last  of  it  yet.  The  Premier,  in  intro- 
ducing this  measure,  said  he  hoped  to  place 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  on  a  permanent  footing, 
eo  that  in  future  there  would  be  no  need  for 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  colony.  I  ven- 
ture to  prophesy  that  within  two  years*  time 
another  hanking  Bill  will  be  before  the  House. 
I  think  the  best  thing  the  colony  can  do 
is  to  get  rid  of  the  bank  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  if  the  colony  has  to  sacrifice  a  million 
•or  00  of  money  I  think  it  will  be  rid  of  it 


cheaply.  I  think  the  longer  the  colony  stands 
by  the  bank  the  deeper  it  will  become  involved. 
By  some  persons  it  is  hoped  that  the  share- 
holders in  time  will  acquire  a  great  interest  in 
the  bank,  but  I  fail  to  see  what  hope  there  is 
of  the  shareholders  ever  acquiring  any  great 
interest  in  the  bank  in  the  future.  We  have 
virtually  had  no  opportunity  of  learning  what 
charges  there  are  to  be  preferred  against  the 
President— why  he  should  be  dismissed,  and 
therefore  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  in 
order  that  the  colony  may  get  further  informa- 
tion as  to  the  connection  of  Mr.  Watson  wititi 
the  purchase  of  the  Colonial  Bank,  and  also  as 
to  what  his  misdeeds  have  been  during  the 
time  he  has  been  President  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  PLATMAN  (Geraldine).  —  Sir,  as  a 
country  member,  I  do  not  think  I  should  be 
doing  right  if  I  gave  a  silent  vote* upon  this 
question.  I  have  not  hitherto  taken  any  part 
in  the  discussion  on  this  Bill.  The  Opposition 
appears  to  have  all  the  say.  We  have  had  four 
members  from  their  side  of  the  House  speaking 
one  after  the  other,  and  we  on  this  side  have 
Bcarcelv  had  a  chance  to  speak.  I  was  rather 
afltdnished  at  the  attitude  taken  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn.  He  suggested  that 
all  the  lands  of  the  Assets  Board  should  be  taken 
over  for  settlement,  and  that  the  Minister  of 
Lands  should  be  the  Minister  on  the  AssetsBoard. 
The  Minister  of  Lands  would  thus  be  practi- 
cally selling  land  to  himself,  which  would  place 
him  in  an  invidious  position.  There  is  another 
thing.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  wishes  the  poor  of 
New  Zealand  to  pay  for  what  the  rich  have 
extracted  out  of  the  coffers  of  the  bank?  *  I 
say  no  such  thing  should  occur.  If  that  land 
is  ever  settled  at  all  it  should  be  cut  up  in 
blocks  suitable  for  settlement,  and  let  at  a 
price  that  a  man  can  get  a  living  on  it.  We 
ought  to  face  that  difficulty  at  once,  and  make 
the  loss,  if  there  is  any,  with  the  Assets  Board, 
without  asking  the  settlers  to  make  it  up  in 
the  shape  of  excessive  rents.  I  understood  the 
honourable  member  forWairarapa  to  say  there 
was  no  demand  in  the  North  Island  for  land  at 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  unintentionally  misrepresenting  me  ;  I 
said  no  such  keen  demand  as  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn. 

Mr.  PLATMAN.— •«  No  such  keen  demand." 
I  thank  the  honourable  gentleman  for  correct- 
ing me.  Why  is  there  no  such  keen  demand  ? 
Because  the  land  is  not  worth  settling  people 
upon.  The  bank  have  made  a  loss  on  that  in 
years  gone  by,  and  the  settlers,  who  are,  com- 
paratively speaking,  in  humble  circumstances, 
should  not  be  asked  to  make  up  for  this  large 
deficiency  caused  by  the  rich  in  the  past.  We 
are  told  that  this  Government  is  responsible 
for  the  position  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
Why,  Sirj  that  is  utter  nonsense.  The  bank 
was  in  a  terrible  fix  long  before  this  Govern- 
ment was  in  existence,  and  if  the  bank  was 
brought  into  a  difficulty  at  all  it  was  done  by 
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the  Ck>n8ervatiye  Ministries  of  the  day  years 
Ago.  Why,  in  1879  there  was  a  loan  of  five 
millions  raised,  and  there  was  nearly  a  million 
of  that  left  in  1882.  The  Government  of  the 
day,  headed  by  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  said  they 
oould  carry  on  for  some  time  farther  without 
further  borrowing.  But  what  was  the  case  ? 
In  1882  there  was  a  further  three  millions 
borrowed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. -He  was  not  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  in  1882. 

Mr.    FLATMAN.— Well,   Sir,  it  may  have 
been  either  Hall  or  Whitaker  in  power. 

Mr.    HALL-JONES.— Sir    Hwrry   Atkinson 
was  in  power  in  1883. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Yes,  1883 ;  there  was  a 
further  three  millions  borrowed.  What  for? 
To  back  up  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Read 
back  in  Hansard  and  what  do  you  find  ?  The 
honourable  member  for  Patea,  aocuaiog  a 
Colonial  Treasurer  of  being  privately  indebted 
to  the  bank  to  the  tune  of  £40,000.  At  the 
Bame  time  they  were  bolstering  up  this  bank 
by  loans.  Then,  the  Oppoeition  will  persistently 
condenm  this  Government  for  being  responsible 
for  the  condition  of  the^bank.  I  am  utterly 
astonished  to-night  at  the  action  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie). 
He  and  others  on  that  side  of  the  House  are 
constantly  attacking  the  honourable  member  for 
Awarua,  and  I  ask.  When  will  there  be  an  end  of 
this?  I  believe  the  Opposition  are  condemning 
themselves  in  the  country  through  these  per- 
sistent attacks  upon  the  honourable  member 
for  Awarua.  And  who  threw  down  the  gaunt- 
let to-night?  Why,  Sir,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie).  Then  it 
will  be  said  by  friends  of  the  Opposition  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Awarua  is  con- 
stantly making  inflammatory  speeches  on  the 
floor  of  this  House.  No  wonder  he  is,  because 
you  have  tried  to  tread  him  down  to  the  very 
dust.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  The 
honourable  member  for  Biocacton  said  public 
opinion  would  be  favourable  to  Mr.  Duthie's 
views.  I  question  that  very  much.  That  may 
be  his  (Mr,  Rolleston's)  opinion,  but,  thank 
God,  all  do  not  think  as  that  honourable 
gentleman  does,  and  I  do  not  believe  that 
is  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  colony. 
And  now  I  will  say  another  thing.  The  Op- 
position have  professed  to  be  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Watson.  But  who  have  dragged  him  through 
the  mire  more  than  the  Opposition  ?  They  be- 
gan it  by  wanting  to  know  what  is  the  matter, 
and  why  he  is  dismissed,  and  so  on,  and  sug- 
gest all  kinds  of  innuendoes,  saying  that  Mr. 
Watson  must  have  done  this,  or  that,  or  the 
other.  If  the  bank  is  not  going  on  satis- 
factorily— and  pOBRibly  it  is  not— we  need  a 
reconstruction  of  officers.  But,  Sir,  I  say  the 
Opposition  are  no  friends  of  Mr.  Watson  to 
drag  him  in  the  mire  on  the  floor  of  this 
House  as  they  have  done.  They  cannot 
say  that  they  have  not  done  that ;  and  Mr. 
Watson  might  safely  say,  "  Save  me  from  my 
friends."  And  they  have  done  it  under  the 
guise  of  professing  to  uphold  his  character, 
when  at  the  same  time  they  have  dragged  him 
Mr,  Flatman 


through  the  mud  all  the  way  along  with  them 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  this  Govern- 
ment has  done  something  radically  wrong  with 
the  business  of  the  bank.  Now,  Sir,  reference 
has  been  made  to  the  extravagance  of  the  bank» 
and  I  will  say,  as  a  country  member,  regarding 
the  extravagance  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
the  directors  contemplated  putting  up  a  build- 
ing in  Wellington  which,  I  am  informed,  i» 
quite  unnecessary  for  the  requirements  of  the 
business  of .  the  bank. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— They  have  not  attempted 
that. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.~The  honourable  gentle- 
man  says  "They  have  not  attempted  that.'* 
It  has  been  said  on  the  floor  of  this  House  that- 
they  proposed  to  exnend — and  I  believe  it 
is  correct  that  they  did  propose  to  expend — 
from  £30,000  to  £40,000,  and  pvhaps  £50,000,. 
in  erecting  a  building  in  Wellington. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— That  is  wrong. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— The  honourable  gentleman 
says  "  That  is  wrong.'*  It  has  been  said  here» 
and  I  take  it  for  granted  it  is  right,  that  the 
bank  did  propose  to  spend  a  large  sum  of 
money  in  erecting  new  buildings  in  Wellington. 
And  how  have  they  done  that,  I  would  like  to 
know?  What  was  the  state  of  affairs  after 
the  colony  came  to  the  assistance  of  the 
bank  ?  In  the  country  the  bank  closed  manj 
of  their  branches,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
country  settlers  in  many  instances.  That  is  ft- 
well-known  fact — that  the  country  settlers 
could  not  get  that  accommodation  they  had 
been  used  to 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— How  many? 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Well,  I  cannot  say  how 
many,  but  in  many  instances  they  dosed  their 
country  branches.  I  know  I  am  right;  and 
the  country  settlers  complain  that  where  there 
were  two  banks  there  is  only  one  now,  and  the 
bank  makes  its  own  terms,  and  the  country 
settlers  cannot  get  the  fair  banking  accommo- 
dation that  they  did  prior  to  the  colony  helping; 
the  bank  out  of  its  difficulties.  Now,  the  coun- 
try settlers  say  to  us,  '*  The  bank  hes  econo- 
mised in  the  country  districts,  and  now  they 
are  goin^  to  squander  money  in  Wellington.**' 
I  say  this  is  not  treating  the  country  people 
fairly,  and  that  is  one  reason  why  I  want  ft. 
change,  so  that  the  country  can  get  its  just 
righto  as  well  as  the  towns.  Well,  Sir,  in  this- 
Bill  it  is  proposed  that  the  Government  shaU 
nominate  four  directors,  and  the  other  side  say 
they  would  be  the  nominees  of  the  GovezB- 
ment.  Well,  Sir,  I  think  the  present  Gk>veni- 
ment  must  look  at  the  question  in  this  light  i 
that  there  will  be  a  day  when  the  present 
Opposition  will  be  on  the  Government  benoheSv 
and  if  there  are  any  privileges,  and  if  there  is 
anything  to  take  advantage  of  by  these  direotora- 
beinff  nominated  by  the  Government,  they  will 
get  their  chance  when  they  come  into  power. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— They  do  not  want  it. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— The  honourable  gentleman 
says  **  They  do  not  want  it."  But,  Sir,  the 
Conservatives  made  use  of  every  privilege  in 
vears  gone  by,  and  they  will  do  rt  again,  1 
believe,  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever  when  th^ 
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letam  to  power.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it. 
Trust  them  to  look  after  '*  No.  1."  Then.  Sir,  in 
regard  to  the  purchase  of  wheat  by  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  I  think  it  is  only  my  duty  as  a 
country  representative  to  refer  to  that.  I  do 
not  Imow  that  there  was  any  particular  howl  in 
the  country  about  the  purchase  of  wheat  for  the 
Auckland  mills.  It  was  not  that.  What  did 
the  Conservatives  tell  the  people  ?  They  said, 
**  There  is  year  Liberal  Government,  and  the 
Pitimier  (Mr.  Seddon)  is  at  the  head  of  it,  and 
at  the  head  of  the  banking  #^airs  too,  and  this 
is  what  they  have  done :  brought  wheat  from 
California.*'  They  put  the  country  in  a  false 
position,  because  they  did  not  put  the  case  fairly 
Dofore  the  country.  They  did  not  say  the  bank 
was  managing  its  own  aiiSairs,  independent  of 
the  Government ;  but  to  get  a  handle  at  the 
Government  in  some  way  or  other  they  went 
and  reported  falsely  to  the  country.  They  said, 
'*  This  is  what  your  Bank  of  New  Zealand  has 
done.  The  colony  has  come  to  the  rescue  of 
it,  and  now  it  has  been  buying  wheat  to  the 
detriment  of  the  farmers  of  New  Zealand, 
and  the  Premier  has  been  assisting  it  to  do  so." 
I  say  that  was  where  the  damage  was  done; 
not  that  I  uphold  the  bank  in  the  purchase  of 
foreign  wheat ;  but.  Sir,  why  did  the  Conserva- 
tives noc  put  the  matter  truthfully  before  the 
people,  and  say  the  Government  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  purchase  of  wheat? 
Then  we  speak  of  the  value  of  the  bank,  but  it 
is  really  a  wonder  there  is  any  value  left  in  the 
institution  seeing  the  way  it  has  been  run  down 
by  the  Opposition.  The  members  of  the  Op- 
position know  well  enough  that  when  the 
House  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  bank  they 
dared  not  vote  against  what  was  done.  They 
know,  too,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere  said,  that  they  had  representation  on  the 
Committee  of  inquiry  that  was  set  up ;  but 
they  found  that  they  could  do  the  Government 
no  harm  or  injury  at  the  inquiry,  so  in  the 
following  year — 1896— they  declined  to  go  on 
the  Committee.  Then,  it  has  been  said  we  should 
pet  rid  of  the  bank  as  quickly  as  possible ;  but 
if  that  step  is  to  be  taken  we  should  not  in 
this  House  run  the  business  of  the  institution 
down.  I  know  that  a  great  deal  has  been 
said  against  the  bank  that  should  never  have 
been  said ;  and  by  whom  has  it  been  said  ? 
By  the  Opposition  members  in  this  House.  I 
have  sat  tlurough  the  discussion  that  has  tsJcen 
place  on  this  Bill,  and  all  that  I  have  heard 
said  against  the  bank  has  come  from  the  oppo- 
site benches.  The  members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  have  not  scrupled  to  say  hard  things 
against  the  Government  and  the  bank.  The 
eoiony  has  been  their  second  consideration, 
and  their  first  aim  has  been  to  injure  the 
Government,  with  the  object  of  getting  on  to 
the  Ministerial  benches ;  and  in  trying  to  get 
there  thov  would  not  hesitate  to  injure  the 
colony.  That  is  not  a  patriotic  spirit.  I  re- 
peat that  both  the  colony  and  the  bank  have 
suffered  considerably  from  the  attacks  of  the 
Opposition;  and  yet  those  very  Opposition 
members  pose  before  the  country  as  the  bene- 
factors of  the  bank  and  the  people.    At  the 
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same  time  I  say  that  if  the  bank  was 
ever  robbed  it  was  robbed  by  the  Conserva- 
tives. I  would  like  to  say  a  word  now  as  to 
the  persecutions  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Awarua.  And  first,  let  us  look  at  the  affairs 
of  the  Walter  Guthrie  Company.  What  does 
Mr.  Buller  say  about  these  companies?  He 
said  bad  debts  were  not  properly  provided  for, 
and  that  the  management  had  been  veiy 
improper,  and  of  such  a  character  that  it 
ought  to  be  investigated  by  the  Court.  Why» 
this  is  a  company  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land has  suffered  from  to  the  extent  of  over 
£100,000.  Yet  that  fact  is  smothered  over; 
but  the  position  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Awarua  is  not  forgotten,  and  apparently 
he  is  to  be  punished  continually.  There  was 
never  such  miquity  as  that  of  the  Guthrie 
Company  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua.  Now,  what  does  Mr. 
W.  B.  Cook,  the  accountant,  say  on  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Guthrie  Company  ?  He  says  that 
he  found  a  system  of  gross  inflating  and  appre- 
ciating assets  had  been  pursued  in  stock-taking. 
Stocks  that  had  been  obsolete  had  been  taken 
in  at  full  cost  with  appreciation  added,  and 
furniture  that  had  been  in  use  in  Mr.  Walter 
Guthrie's  private  house  had  been  put  baok  into 
stock  and  taken  into  the  stock- sheets  at  full 
value.  What  have  we  to  say  about  this  ?  Did 
not  the  Judge  hold  back  the  report  of  this  com- 
pany for  nearly  a  year  until  the  Bank  of  Ne^ 
Zealand  itself  applied  for  it,  and  even  then  I  do 
not  think  they  got  it  when  they  applied  for  it? 
I  know  very  well  that  I  have  stated  facts.  I 
do  not  wish  to  put  myself  under  the  privileges 
of  this  House,  and  I  believe  I  am  stating  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  what  I  can  justly  state  any- 
where in  the  colony,  and  that  is  ail  I  wish  to 
say.  I  say  it  is  time  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua  was  left  alone:  I  am  not 
here  to  defend  him.  I  only  do  what  I  con- 
sider right  in  a  manly  way,  and  I  say  he  haa 
been  unmanly  treated  by  the  Opposition  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  who  would  have  ruined 
him,  rightly  or  wrongly,  for  political  ends. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  The  honourable 
member  is  quite  able  to  take  his  own  part ; 
but,  when  we  see  these  other  companies  who 
have  wronged  and  robbed  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  it  is  time  that  we  began  to  put 
our  foot  down  and  to  assist  those  on  our 
side  of  the  House  who  have  been  wilfully 
tarred  and  feathered  by  the  Opposition.  I 
shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  any 
further  to-night,  but  I  thought  it  my  duty  as  a 
country  member  to  say  a  few  woi^s  on  this 
Bill,  and  to  say  that  I  think  it  is  in  the  right 
direction.  I  believe  that  we  should  have  the 
changes  that  are  indicated  in  the  Bill,  and  that 
in  so  doing  and  in  making  these  changes  there 
would  be  greater  success  in  the  future.  But, 
Sir,  there  was  no  need  for  the  Opposition  to 
have  dragged  Mr.  Watson's  or  any  other  per- 
son's name  on  the  floor  of  the  House  in  the 
manner  they  have  done.  They  have  only  done 
it  on  purpose  to  get  at  the  Government,  and  they 
do  not  care  how  they  get  at  the  Government^ 
whether  it  is  fair-play  or  whether  it  is  foul. 
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Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata).— I  do  not  rise,  Sir, 
to  make  a  Rpeeob,  but  only  to  offer  a  few  sen- 
tenoes  in  reply  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine.  I  assure 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  do  not  know  whether 
It  is  parliamentary  or  not  for  me  to  say  he 
should  be  ashamed,  but  I  assure  you  that  I 
have  been  heartily  ashamed  at  some  of  the 
remarks  which  have  been  made  by  the  honour- 
able member.  He  accused  the  Oonservatives 
of  having  robbed  the  bank.  What  has  that  to 
do  with  the  question  now  before  this  House  ? 
What  has  it  to  do  with  the  question  now  before 
the  House  to  say  that  the  three  millions  of 
money,  borrowed  from  1888  to  1889,  was  in 
order  to  bolster  up  the  bank,  if  the  country 
loses  nothing  by  that  money?  It  was  em- 
barked in  private  enterprises  at  that  time,  and 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  public  credit. 
What  I  object  to,  and  what  I  wish  to  emphasize 
upon  the  attention  of  the  House  and  country,  is 
this :  I,  along  with  many  others,  lost  through 
that  bank  ;  but  it  was  private  enterprise,  and 
what  I  object  to  is  to  have  placed  on  my 
sboulders,  along  with  other  taxpayers  in  New 
Zealand,  the  heavy  burden  of  having  to  make 
up  greac  losses  that  were  incurred  by  the 
private  enterprise  of  that  bank.  What  had  it 
to  do  with  poUtics  ?  What  we  object  to  is  that 
the  whole  of  the  taxpayers  of  New  Zealand 
should  be  called  upon  to  guarantee  the  losses  that 
were  incurred  in  private  speculation,  and  that 
should  have  been  remedied  in  the  usual  way. 
I  object,  also,  that  the  losses  which  should  have 
fallen  upon  the  creditors  in  the  Old  Country 
and  upon  the  rash  speculators  here  have  been 
landed  on  our  shoulders,  and  that  the  general 
taxpayer  has  been  duped  into  gilt-edging  their 
otherwise  worthless  securities.  It  does  not 
apply  to  the  question  either,  that  some  men 
have  been  enriched  at  the  cost  of  the  share- 
holders, but  I  would  like  to  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  if  this  is  right. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb.— Do  you  call  that  private 
enterprise  ? 

Mr.  MONK. — I  do  call  it  private  enterprise. 
I  condemn  as  much  as  any  man  in  this  House 
wrong-doing ;  but  I  say  it  is  no  reason  why  the 
Administrators  of  the  colony  should  take  it  into 
their  hands  to  place  the  liabilities  and  the  mis- 
takes— it  may  be  the  wrong-doings— of  private 
citizens  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  taxpayers  of 

Q  QQ  this  country.  Now,  let  us  admit  that 
'  men  have  enriched  themselves  out  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  that  many  ac- 
counts in  the  bank's  books  have  been  impro- 
perly conducted.  Sir,  let  me  say  that  most  of 
the  moneys  lost  by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  wage- 
ceoeivers.  True  there  were  numbers  of  people 
who  took  up  large  blocks  of  land  at  an 
estimation  of  values  begotten  of  ignorance, 
and  which  were  far  too  high,  and  they  obtained 
large  overdrafts  that  in  many  cases,  with  much 
more,  were  spent  in  efforts  to  improve  those 
'lands,  and  these  moneys  went  into  the  hands 
•of  the  wage-receivers  who  did  the  work,  while 
most  of  those  who  drew  so  largely  on  the  capi- 
tal of  the  bank  are  at  the  present  time,  I  be- 


lieve, poor  men.  There  have  been  mistakes, 
but  it  is  very  wrong  to  ascribe  those  mistakes 
as  due  to  the  policy  of  the  Conservatives.  It 
was  simply  the  blundering  of  private  individuals 
dabbling  in  ventures  in  which  they  had  no 
previous  training.  I  say  it  is  the  Conserva- 
tives who  have  been  the  true  Liberals,  and  not 
the  "  snoUygosters," — as  they  are  called  in 
America, — who  make  capital  out  of  politics 
and  find  billets  for  themselves  and  enrichment 
by  reckless  legislation.  When  this  matter  was 
brought  before  the  (ih>vemment,  instead  of,  like 
business-men,  going  and  examining  the  position 
of  the  bank  and  ascertaining  whether  it  would 
be  right  to  undertake  the  responsibility,  they 
accepted  the  statement  of  an  individual  who,  I 
assume,  was  rightly  a  mere  agent  of  the  bank. 
He  was  acting  under  a  power  of  attorney 
for  the  bank.  Where  were  the  skilled  advisers 
whose  aid  the  Government  should  have  sought? 
Instead  of  which  they  simply  took  the  direction 
of  an  individual  whose  duty  was  not,  of  coarse, 
to  misrepresent,  but  to  be  a  special  pleader  on 
behalf  of  those  who  paid  him ;  and  I  say  they 
were  most  culpable  in  so  doing.  I  am  not 
speaking  now  as  one  wise  after  the  event,  be- 
cause within  a  few  hours  after  the  action  of  the 
Government  I  wrote  my  opinions  of  what  would 
be  the  result  of  the  guarantee,  and  it  has  turned 
out  exactly  as  I  represented  it  would ;  and  the 
position  this  evening  is  the  same  as  it  was  in 
1894,  when  the  Opposition  were  called  upon  to 
vote  under  pressure  of  a  panic-stricken  Minis- 
try ;  and  even  nt>w  I  am  called  upon  to  vote 
upon  a  measure  without  having  submitted  to 
me  by  the  Premier  satisfactory  reasons  for 
voting  either  one  way  or  the  other.  We  are 
merely  told  by  the  Premier  that,  as  a  matter 
of  policy,  it  is  necessary.  Sir,  the  responsibility 
must  rest  upon  the  Premier.  It  is  altogether 
unjustifiable  to  censure  the  Opposition  for 
giving  their  measure  of  support  to  the  Bill 
of  1894,  when  they  were  told  that  if  they  gave 
a  guarantee  of  two  millions  of  money  the  bank 
would  be  placed  in  a  safe  and  sound  position. 
I  believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  as  certain  as  I 
am  standing  here,  there  will  be  legislation  yet 
required  upon  this  banking  business  which 
will  be  more  drastic  and  alarming  than  even 
this  is.  Now,  it  has  been  asserted  that  the 
bank  is  in  a  sound  condition,  and  that  it  is 
paying  its  way.  Sir,  it  is  only  paving  its  way 
upon  the  money  borrowed  upon  these  deben- 
tures. It  has  not  paid  one  farthing  upon  the 
money  wrung  from  the  poor  shareholders.  It 
is  being  bolstered  up  by  the  £300,000  whioh 
has  been  wrung  from  them  since  the  first  Act 
of  1894,  and  upon  which  the  bank  business 
affords  no  interest.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
Globo  Assets  Company,  there  will  be  a  large 
amount  of  land — thousands  of  acres — upon 
which  they  cannot  realise  anything  like  the 
amount  they  expect  to  obtain.  That,  Sir,  is 
the  big  hole  which  will  have  to  be  filled  up. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — That  is  the  Auckland 
swamp — that  is  the  hole  to  be  filled  up. 

Mr.  MONK.— And  whose  fault  is  it  that  the 
toiling  taxpayers  have  to  fill  it  up  ?  Would  it 
not  have  been  better  for  the  country  if  the  Go- 
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vemment  had  jnst  said,  **  This  is  a  private  oon- 
oern,  and  it  is  so  deeply  involved  that  we  are  n6t 
going  to  interfere  with  it,  or  oall  upon  the  tax- 
payers of  the  colony  to  guarantee  it.  Go  and 
Sat  the  assets  up  to  auction."  If  they  had 
one  that,  we  would  have  had  the  lands  that 
are  now  a  burden  to  the  taxpayers  occupied  by 
private  enterprise  and  used  by  farmers,  and  the 
land  that  could  be  used  by  farmers  would  now 
be  undergoing  a  process  of  improvement  instead 
of  suffering  deterioration,  as  it  is  now  under 
the  management  of  the  Globo  Assets  Realisa- 
tion Board.  I  do  not  blame  the  Realisation 
Board,  but  I  do  blame  those  gentlemen  who,  in 
a  moment  of  panic,  put  the  country  in  the 
position  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves.  Sir, 
the  sooner  we  are  called  upon  to  face  the 
difficulty  by  being  put  in  a  position,  by  sell- 
ing ofi  those  estates,  to  know  what  the  loss 
is  the  better  for  us  ;  and  only  when  tbe  globo 
assets  have  been  sold  shall  we  know  what  is 
the  measure  of  the  loss  to  this  country. 
I  myself  believe  that  that  loss  will  be  from  a 
million  and  a  half  to  two  millTons ;  and  only 
when  we  know  that  definitely  shall  we  be  in  a 
position  to  see  what  the  strength  of  tbe  bank 
is,  and  how  far  it  is  a  saleable  property.  I 
voted  for  the  motion  introduced  into  the  House 
yesterday,  that  the  bank  should  be  offered  for 
-sale,  merely  to  affirm  the  principle  that  we 
should  dispose  of  it;  and  I  believe  that  the 
Premier  himself  sincerely  believes  in  it;  but 
how  can  we  offer  the  bank  or  induce  any  of  the 
financiers  of  the  Old  Country  to  come  forward 
and  ta^e  up  that  institution  when  it  is  loaded 
with  liabilities  of  which  nobody  in  the  world 
has  any  definite  conception,  and  assets  of  the 
oncertain  value  of  which  nobody  knows  better 
than  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands,  who 
yesterday  evening  gave  us  a  very  interesting 
speech,  by  just  talking  about  a  few  estates 
which  he  knows  to  be  saleable,  and  by  not 
«aying  anything  at  all  about  the  vast  quantity 
of  useless  land  which  is  shunted  into  these 
properties,  and  which  he  knows  will  not 
realise  half  the  value  that  has  been  placed 
upon  them.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  any- 
thing at  all  upon  this  Bill,  and  should  not 
have  done  so  but  for  the  remarks  which  have 
been  uttered  by  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
•other  side,  who  blame  the  Conservatives,  as  if 
the  previous  Government  was  to  blame  for  the 

rsision  in  which  they  now  find  themselves. 
ai^  honourable  gentlemen  to  tell  us.  Was 
there  any  motion  put  forward  by  any  previous 
Administration  to  take  up  the  responsibilities 
of  tbe  bank?  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  perhaps  having  some 
knowledge  of  the  position  of  the  bank,  felt  ex- 
•oeedingly  harassed  and  anxious,  but  he  never 
aimed  to  hamper  the  welfare  of  the  people 
with  its  burdens.  He  would  naturally  be 
■auxiouB,  knowing  what  agitation  and  excite- 
ment must  follow  the  failure  of  the  Bank  of 
Hew  Zealand,  and  what  commercial  throes  it 
would  for  the  time  being  have  brought  about 
in  the  oonntry.  No  doubt  that  would  excite 
imd  harass  any  statesman ;  and  I  tell  you  that 
^e  Prezoier's  only  ooneern  is  that  he  shall  not 


be  brought  to  face  such  a  condition  of  things. 
He  knows  his  legislation  is  simply  putting  off 
the  evil,  for  to  him  and  to  all  the  members  on 
the  Treasury  benches  may  be  applied  the  motto 
that  is  lodged  deep  in  the  Premier's  heart, 
"Not  in  my  day  the  evil."  But  the  evil  has 
to  come. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  (Oamaru).— Sir,  I  have  lis- 
tened with  very  mixed  feelings  to  the  speech 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Watte- 
mata  (Mr.  Monk).  I  am  quite  astonished 
at  the  tone  he  has  adopted.  As  an  Auckland 
member  he  ought  to  know  that  these  three 
millions  of  money  that  is  lost  through  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  is  totally  chargeable  to 
the  Tories  of  Auckland,  and  they  should  be 
made  to  disgorge  it.  And  not  only  that  three 
millions,  but  this  colony  has  been  robbed  time 
and  again  to  keep  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  on 
its  legs  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — Can  yo  i  give  us  an  in- 
stance ? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— The  instance  was  when  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker  —  then  Attorney-General 
for  the  colony — stated  in  his  place  in  the  Upper 
House  that  we  would  have  to  file  our  schedule 
if  we  did  not  borrow  these  three  millions  of 
money ;  and  that  was  to  keep  this  rotten  insti- 
tution on  its  legs  and  save  this  colony  from 
disaster.  The  honourable  member  knows  it, 
and  if  he  had  been  honest  he  would  have  raised 
his  voice  against  this  wrong,  but  he  never  said 
they  should  be  made  to  disgorge  it.  As  an 
Auckland  member  he  should  feel  that  it  was 
demoralising  to  the  whole  colony,  after  what 
has  taken  place  in  Auckland  la  the  past,  that 
they — the  Auckland  members — should  now  get 
up  and  say  one  word  against  the  action  of  the 
present  Government  to  relieve  them  of  the 
trouble  they  had  got  the  shareholders'  money 
into  —  the  demoralised  condition,  owing  to 
their  wrongdoings  and  robbery.  It  is  quite 
true,  as  he  says,  that  the  land  bought 
with  this  money  is  valueless.  We  know  it  is 
valueless.  And  what  was  the  cause  of  it? 
Because  the  honourable  member  for  Waite- 
mata's  friends,  I  suppose — I  do  not  know 
that  they  were  his  special  friends;  at  any 
rate  they  were  Auckland  men — tried  to  turn 
swamps  into  valuable  agricultural  land,  and 
they  plunged  the  money  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  into  it  and  buried  it  there.  And  the 
honourable  member — a  young  and  vigorous 
man  —  stood  by  and  never  raised  his  voice 
against  this  dividing  the  spoils  and  robbery 
that  was  carried  on  at  that  time.  I  am 
astonished  that  a  man  of  the  experience  of 
the  honourable  member,  and  knowing  every- 
thing as  he  does  for  years  past,  should  now,  at 
this  late  hour,  talk  as  he  has  done,  when  he 
cannot  help  himself  or  help  us,  but  wants  to 
leave  us  in  a  hole,  and  try  and  throw  the 
whole  of  the  responsibility  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  when  he  knows  that  the  money  has 
gone  into  the  pockets  of  those  represented  on 
that  side  of  the  House.  There  has  never  been 
such  robbery  done  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
It  is  enough  to  sink  New  Zealand  in  the  depths 
of  misery  for  the  next  twenty  years,  this  rob- 
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bery  thafc  has  been  carried  on  by  the  people  of 
Auckland.  Now,  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  say 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Waikato.  He 
had  a  doleful  tale  to  tell.  I  think  he  ouffnt 
to  have  been  quiet,  as  well  as  the  honourable 
inember  for  Waitemata,  because,  although  he 
is  not  as  old  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata,  he  knows  well  enough  where  this 
money  went  to. 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — What  money  ? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— The  three  millions  that  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  lost.  He  is  responsible 
as  an  Auckland  man  for  the  loss  of  that  money 
— in  fact,  every  man  that  comes  from  Auckland, 
I  reckon,  is  respousible  for  his  share  in  the  loss 
of  that  three  millions  of  money.  The  money 
was  squandered.  It  was  a  case  of  **  spoils  to 
the  victors."  And  now  they  have  shunted  it 
on  to  the  shoulders  of  the  colony  to  bear.  I 
did  not  intend  to  rise,  because  I  am  not  in 
Buch  very  good  form  for  speaking  upon  this 
to-night,  but  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  say  con- 
cerning the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki. 
We  had  a  jeremiad  from  that  honourable 
gentleman.  He  said  he  had  iistenrd  till 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  had  been  talked  of  incessantly 
for  a  fortnight,  night  after  night,  and  he  hckd 
patiently  listened  and  never  heard  one  word 
that  he  could  say  was  right  about  the  bank. 
What  does  the  honourable  member  think  of 
the  members  sitting  near  him,  especially  Mr. 
Duthie  ?  All  the  members  nearly  of  the  Opposi- 
tion have  spoken,  and  the  honourable  member 
must  be  very  dense  not  to  get  some  knowledge 
from  all  the  speeches  made  on  that  side.  He 
said  that  nobody  gave  any  reason  for  the  Bill. 
Did  any  one  give  any  reason  against  it  ? 

Mr.  MONK.— We  have  not  yet  had  any 
reason  for  the  Bill. 

Mr.  DUNG  AN.— We  have  given  vou  plen  ty  of 
reason  for  the  Bill,  and  you  could  give  reason 
for  it  yourself  if  you  only  analysed  a  little 
matter  that  transpired  in  Auckland — where,  in 
the  Sharland  transactions,  the  President  and 
one  of  the  directors  wrongfully  made  several 
thousands  of  pounds.  Auckland  is  the  seat  of 
all  the  iniquity  and  trouble.  There  is  no  mis- 
taJce  that  it  is  Auckland  that  has  brought  us 
into  all  this  trouble  to  night,  and  the  Tory 
Government  that  represented  the  country 
during  the  time  when  everybody  knew  the 
hank  was  gone ;  when  Mr.  G.  McLean  and 
Mr.  Buckley  investigated  the  affairs  concern- 
ing the  bank,  and  put  the  true  state  of  the 
bank  before  the  colony.  The  Auckland  people 
•  ought  to  be  made  to  refund  the  money.  They 
have  incessantly  cried  out  for  those  properties 
to  be  sold  at  less  than  their  true  value,  so  that 
they  might  divide  the  proceeds  and  swallow  the 
lot.  At  this  late  hour  I  do  not  like  to  detain 
the  House,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata  I 
should  not  have  ripen.    I  shall  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MONK.— I  wish  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. The  honourable  gentleman  said 
that  the  money  went  into  my  pockets.  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
bank  in  any  respect  except  as  a  shareholder. 
Mr.  Duncan 


Mr.  GILFEDDEB  (Wallace).— At  this  hour 
of  the  morning  I  do  not  intend  to  speak  at 
any  great  length.  It  has  been  stated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine  and  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru,  and  it 
cannot  be  gainsaid,  that  the  difficulty  [that 
overtook  the  bank  a  few  years  back  must  be 
attributed  to  the  Conservative  party.  For  a 
long  time  the  bank  had  been  in  difficulties, 
and  the  Conservative  institutions,  companies, 
and  syndicates  were  the  cause  of  the  difficulties 
which  befell  it.  Sir,  the  Government,  einoe 
they  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  bank,  have 
been  reviled  for  their  action.  It  has  been  said 
the  Government  were  not  justified  in  assisting 
the  bank  at  that  juncture ;  that  it  should  have 
been  allowed  to  go  to  the  wall.  But  let  us 
consider  what  the  effect  would  have  been  if  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  had  been  allowed  to 
close  its  doors  then;  We  have  had  examples 
before  to-day  of  the  dire  distress  occasioned 
when  banks  have  closed  their  doors  and 
gone  into  liquidation.  We  have  had  the  ex- 
perience of  the  City  of  Glasgow  Bank,  and 
of  the  Melbourne  and  Tasmaniau  banks.  I 
say  it  would  have  been  the  greatest  financial 
disaster  and  the  greatest  calamity  that  could 
befall  this  young  and  rising  colony  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  failed  in  their  duty  to  the  people 
of  New  Zealand,  and  had  not  come  to  the 
rescue  of  the  bank.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
had  been  allowed  to  close  its  doors,  we  should 
have  had  the  trade  and  industries  of  the  colony 
paralysed.  It  has  been  promised  on  the  plat- 
forms of  the  colony  during  the  recess  that  some 
time  or  other  in  the  history  of  New  Zealand 
there  will  be  written  an  important  book  to  be 
called  **The  Book  of  Political  Bevelations.*^ 
Well,  Sir,  accompanying  that  book  of  revela- 
tions I  should  not  be  surprised  to  find  a  secret 
histoiT  of  the  banking  transactions  in  the  colony 
as  well,  and  that  will  certainly  be  a  revelation^ 
or  a  series  of  revelations,  of  the  Conservative 
party  of  New  Zealand.  Sir,  the  disclosures 
that  have  lately  taken  place  in  the  Home- 
country  in  coMnection  with  the  syndicates  and 
companies  in  which  the  millionaire  Hooley  was 
concerned  would  certainly  be  as  nothing  to  the 
startling  revelations  in  this  colony  when  the  past 
history  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  comes  to 
be  written.  Now,  Sir,  if  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  had  not  been  assisted,  the  distress 
that  would  have  existed  throughout  the  colony 
would  fall  in  the  first  place  on  the  large  mono- 
polists, financiers,  and  commercial  men,  and 
that  is  the  reason  why  the  Conservative  party 
were  so  anxious  to  assist  the  Government  in 
rescuing  the  bank  and  keeping  it  afloat.  But 
as  soon  as  they  had  accomplished  that  object — 
as  soon  as  they  found  their  own  ends  served — 
what  did  they  do?  Thev  turned  round  and 
derided  the  Government  for  helping  the  bank 
to  tide  over  its  difficulties.  I  say  that  in  going 
to  the  assistance  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
the  Government  also  came  to  the  assistance  <tf 
the  other  banks  of  the  colony,  which  were 
dependent  more  or  less  on  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  seeing  that  their  business  vvas  so 
interwoven ;  and  more,  they  came  to  the  aaaist- 
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Anoe  o!  those  GoDBeryative  oompanies,  syndi- 
oateB,  merohante,  and  business  people,  who 
otherwise  would  have  had  to  take  shelter  in 
the  Bankruptcy  Oourt.  Mention  has  been 
made  to-night — and  I  was  sorry  to  hear  per- 
flonal  matters  dragged  into  this  discussion — 
of  the  Ward  Association.  Now,  I  wish  to 
address  a  few  words  to  the  House  with  regard 
to  this  much-abused  Association.  I  happen  to 
come  from  a  locality  in  which  a  great  number 
of  the  shareholders  of  that  Association  are 
settled.  I  have  been  acquainted  with  the 
transactions  of  that  Association  from  its  in- 
ception. I  have  known  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  was  the  chief  director  of  it  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  I  know,  possibly  better 
than  any  one  in  this  House,  the  estimation  in 
which  Mr.  Ward  is  held  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  colony ;  and  I  can  say,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  been  simply  persecuted ;  he  has  been  ma- 
ligned and  aspersed  throughout  New  Zealand 
lor  political  purposes.  He  has  been  almost 
mined.  His  opponents  have  been  seeking  to 
ruin  him  simply  for  political  ends,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa,  I  think  it  was,  said  that  if  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ward  lived  over  again  the  last 
three  or  four  years  he  would  certainly  have 
altered  his  course  ;  but  allow  me  to  tell  the 
House  and  the  country  that  he  has  less 
reason  to  regret  his  action  than  have  his  poli- 
tical opponents,  who  have  never  ceased  in  their 
efforts  to  injure  him,  and,  through  him,  the 
Government.  Gould  they  but  live  over  again 
the  last  three  or  four  years,  I  am  certain  the 
Conser^tive  party  would  not  adopt  the  tactics 
they  did  in  regard  to  Mr.  Ward  or  his  Asso- 
ciation. I  say  it  is  coming  to  a  deplorable 
state  of  affairs  when  a  man*s  private  business 
transactions  are  raked  up,  when  he  is  almost 
driven  to  ruin,  simply  to  enable  political  foes 
to  get  the  upper  hand  of  him.  Now,  with 
regard  to  this  famous  Association,  it  was  a 
good  strong  Association.  It  has  worked  marvel- 
lous results  in  Southland.  It  entered  the 
field  of  competition,  burst  up  the  mercantile 
**  rings,"  and  all  at  once  a  wave  of  pro- 
sperity swept  over  the  southern  portion 
of  the  Island;  but  when  that  Association 
'was  being  wound  up  commercial  depression 
again  came  to  Southland.  In  fact,  it  is  not 
loo  much  to  say  that  that  part  of  New  Zea- 
land has  scarcely  yet  got  over  the  "  slump  " 
in  the  com -market  caused  by  the  falling 
through  of  that  Association.  The  Ward  Far- 
mers' Association  should  never  have  been  put 
into  liquidation.  It  has  paid  a  considerable 
sum— nearly  20s.  in  the  pound— and  if  it  had 
been  allowed  to  get  a  fair  start,  so  necessary 
-for  a  large  mercantile  concern  to  get  properly 
on  its  legs,  it  cannot  be  denied,  seeing  the 
years  of  good  prices  which  have  obtained  since 
it  went  into  liquidation,  that  it  would  have  paid 
208.  in  the  pound,  and  as  well  very  fair  divi- 
dends indeed  to  the  shareholders.  In  Mr. 
Ward's  electorate,  and  throughout  Southland, 
there  is  very  strong  feeling  of  sympathy  with 
<the  honourable  member.    It  is  recognised  not 


only  in  this  colony,  but  even  in  the  adjacent 
colonies,  by  the  fair-minded  Britisher  that  Mr. 
Ward  has  not  had  fair-play,  that  he  is  ths 
most  persecuted  man  in  New  Zealand  at  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Ward  and  his  Association 
were  instrumental  in  putting  a  large  number  of 
business-men  and  mercantile  people  in  South- 
land in  a  good  sound  finanoiaJ  position.  And 
what  did  they  do  to  show  their  gratitude? 
Once  they  found  they  were  saved  practically 
from  bankruptcy,  and  Mr.  Ward  was  being 
persecuted  by  his  political  foes,  they  turned 
round  and  maligned  and  aspersed  him.  Now, 
seeing  they  cannot  crush  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, these  very  people  are  once  more  veering 
round  and  endeavouring  to  curry  favour. 
Now,  regarding  the  Banking  Bill.  The  Bank- 
ing Oonmiittee  of  the  Legislative  Council  fur- 
nished a  report  on  the  Banking  BiU,  and  when 
I  read  the*  names  of  the  Committee  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  said  the  members  of  that  Com- 
mittee were  in  any  way  biassed.  They  were 
elected  by  ballot,  and  their  names  were :  The 
Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Arkwright,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richard- 
son. This  is  a  portion  of  the  report  of  that 
Committee :  — 

**  At  the  same  time  your  Committee  thinks  it 
right  to  say  that  it  has  no  doubt  that  the 
exposure  of  the  bank's  business  through  the 
medium  of  parliamentary  inquiry  has  done, 
and  is  4ping,  considerable  mischief,  and  that 
if  proceedings  of  that  kind  are  repeated  the 
future  profits  of  the  bank  would  be  seriously 
endangered." 

^  Q  Now,  honourable  members  this  even- 
'  *  ing  sought  to  make  a  point  out  of  the 
fact  that  the  honourable  member  for  Awaroa 
was  associated  through  his  business  with  the 
Colonial  Bank,  and,  being  connected  with  that 
institution,  he,  in  his  position  as  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, was  acting  in  a  manner  prompted  by 
personal  interest  in  bringing  about  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Colonial  Bank.  Now,  as  regards 
the  amalgamation  of  the  two  banks,  let  us 
see  what  the  Banking  Committee  had  to  say. 
This  is  tiieir  report  :— 

'<The  amalgamation  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  with  one  or  more  banks  appears  to 
have  been  a  subject  of  consideration  for  several 
years  before  1894.  The  evidence  shows  that 
m  1893  overtures  were  made  by  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  to  the  directors  of  the  National 
Bank  for  the  acquisition  of  the  latter 's  book 
business,  and  were  discussed  by  Mr.  Coates,  the 
general  manager  of  the  National  Bank,  with 
the  directors  in  London.  These  negotiations 
fell  through." 

So  we  see  there  that  it  was  not  projected 
in  the  first  place  that  the  Colonial  Bank 
should  amalgamate  with  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  Further  on,  the  report  goes  on  to 
say,  respecting  the  purchase  of  the  Colonial 
Bank, — 

<•  The  evidence  without  exception  supports 
the  purchase  of  the  Colonial  Bank  as  a  judi- 
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oiouB  transaotion,  and  also  shows  that  in  the  | 
working  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  it  has  > 
been  profitable."  { 

Now,  Sir,  it  oannot  be  denied  that  this  Com-  < 
mittee,  appointed  as  they  were  by  the  Upper 
House  by  ballot,  was  unbiassed.     It  cannot  be  I 
denied  that  it  does  work  a  considerable  amount  j 
of  mischief  to  have  the  b&nk's  affairs  threshed  i 
out  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  and  any  weak  i 
points  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  the  bank  exposed  and  magnified  in  the  way 
they  have  been  here.     I  hope  this  will  be  the 
last  occasion  for  banking  legislation.    Seeing 
that  the  bank  has  turned  the  comer,  and  that 
^ere    is  every  prospect  of   more  prosperous 
times,  it  will  need  no  monetary  assistance  in 
future.    I  say  the  Government  acted  wisely  in 
coming  to  the  bank's  assistance,  and  the  thanks 
of  the  colony  are  due  to  the  Government  for 
the  prompt  action  they  took  on  that  occasion, 
and  che  colony  has  not  lost  one  penny.    If  the 
Government  had  not  done  so  we  can  imagine 
what  would  have  been  the  result.    The  colony 
would  have  sustained  such  a  shock  that  it  could 
not  have  recovered  itself  for  a  long  time.    I 
shall  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Caversham).— It  was  not 
my  intention  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
at  this  hour  of  the  morning  if  it  had  not  been 
for  ihe  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata.  The 
honourable  member  was  very  severe  with 
regard  to  our  action  in  1894,  when  we  came 
to  the  relief  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  not  a  member 
of  the  House  at  that  time,  and  his  ideAs  of  the 
reasons  we  had  for  passing  that  Bill  must  have 
been  gleaned  from  the  man  in  the  street.  The 
House  was  face  to  face  with  a  very  grave  diffi- 
culty— a  very  grave  crisis  in  the  aSSairs  of  this 
colony  had  arisen— and  on  that  particular  Fri- 
day evening  when  the  two-million  guarantee 
Bill  was  introduced  we  were  told  distinctly 
that  this  Bill  had  to  be  passed  through  all 
its  various  stages  before  daylight,  or  every 
branch  of  the  bank  in  the  colony  would  shut 
its  doors  the  following  morning.  I  would  ask 
that  honourable  gentleman,  then,  what  he 
would  have  done  if  placed  in  that  position? 
Would  he  have  allowed  the  bank  to  go  into 
liquidation  and  become  positively  bankrupt? 
Would  he  have  allowed  half  the  industries  in 
the  colony  to  close  their  doors,  thus  throwing 
a  large  number  of  people  out  of  work,  or  would 
he  have  supported  the  guarantee  ?  Would  he 
just  think  for  a  moment  of  the  far-reaching 
consequences  that  must  have  followed  if  we 
had  allowed  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  go  ? 
I  am  positivelv  certain  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  been  a  member  of  this  House 
there  would  have  been  no  more  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  the  two-million  guarantee  loan 
than  himself ;  but  now  he  is  like  a  lot  more  of 
his  Conservative  friends—after  we  have  built 
the  bridge  to  carry  him  over  the  creek  he  is 
finding  fault  with  the  structure  of  the  very 
bridge  that  has  assisted  to  carry  him  over 
the  river.  I  say,  at  this  moment  the  colony 
of  New  Zealand  would  not  have  recovered  from 
the  effects  of  tlie  blow  if  wo  had  refused  to 
Afr.  Oilfedder 


grant  the  two-million  guarantee  loan.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  but  that  perhaps  the  Go- 
vernment was  misled  with  the  information 
placed  before  them  at  that  particular  time, 
knowing  what  we  know  now.  But  still  the 
fact  remains  that  without  that  two-million 
guarantee  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  must 
have  gone  into  liquidation.  I  say,  with  all 
the  responsibility  attaching  to  a  representative 
of  the  people,  looking  back  on  what  we  did  in 
1894,  if  I  was  face  to  face  with  the  same  crisis 
that  arose  on  that  particular  occasion  I  would 
support  a  two-million  guarantee  loan  as  I  did 
then,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  if  he  had 
been  in  the  House  would  have  done  the  same. 
Of  course,  I  cannot  follow  some  of  the  previous 
speakers  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  money 
that  has  been  sunk  in  the  Auckland  District. 
We  all  know  that  that  district.has  been  a  perfect 
swamp  for  swallowing  public  money  for  many, 
many  years— in  fact,  it  is  the  same  at  the> 
present  moment.  We  all  know  that  the  re- 
presentatives that  come  from  the  Provincial 
District  of  Auckland  are  perfect  cormorants  in 
this  House,  trying  to  get  money  for  roads 
and  bridges.  Of  course,  I  am  referring  to  the 
gentleman  who  sits  on  that  side  of  the  House 
in  a  particular  corner.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  lectures  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  in  regard  to  what  they  have  done  for  the 
bank.  I  can  assure  the  honourable  member 
that  no  gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  House 
has  benefited  by  the  banking  legislation.  The- 
benefits  have  all  gone  to  that  section  of  the 
community  of  which  the  honourable  member 
is  such  a  perfect  type.  He  claims  to  belong 
to  what  is  known  as  the  respectable  class  of 
the  conmiunity,  who  say  "We  are  the  only 
class  fit  to  be  representatives  of  the  people." 
The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  in  the  past  lent 
money  to  this  respectable  class,  which  was 
largely  composed  of  the  directors  of  the  bank 
and  their  friends,  and  they  borrowed  the 
mcAiey — in  some  cases  considerably  over  the 
value  of  the  securities  offered ;  and,  now  that 
they  have  unloaded  these  properties  on  to  the 
shoulders  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  they  are 
finding  fault  with  the  people  of  the  colony  for 
carrying  the  load  they  originally  put  there. 
That  is  what  the  respectable  class  of  the  com- 
munity, of  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  is  a  type,  have  done  for  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand.  We  are  carrying  the  load 
that  his  Conservative  friends  have  placed  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  people  of  this  colony. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Question. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  am  sorry  to  hear  the 
honourable  gentleman  say  "  Question,"  be- 
cause this  is  the  first  time  I  have  spoken 
to-night;  and  when  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitemata  makes  serious  charges  against 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  surely  I 
may  have  a  few  minutes  to  reply  to  him.  The 
honourable  leader  of  the  Opposition  was  out 
of  the  chamber,  and  therefore  did  not  hear 
what  was  said  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata,  and  I  may  say  that  had  it  not  been 
for  what  that  honourable  member  said  I  would 
not  have  spoken  at  all  in  the  debate.  Now, 
as  to  the  extravagance  of  the  bank,  which  has. 
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been  tonohed  on  by  several  speakers  to-nighfe : 
X  say  that  the  Government  in  the  measore  now 
before  the  House  are  trying  to  remodel  the 
management  of  the  bank.'  We  know  what  the 
bank  was  before  it  got  into  trouble,  and  we 
know  what  it  is  drifting  into  now.  The  same 
eztravagaooe  is  going  on,  and,  in  faot,  more, 
lor  they  know  now  that  they  have  the  oolony  at 
their  back,  and  having  the  colony  behind  them 
ihey  think  they  cannot  go  down.  So  we  find 
that  some  of  the  prinoipsJ  officers  are  enjoying 
rattling  good  salaries,  and  making  good  posi- 
tions for  some  of  their  friends.  The  following 
are  some  of  the  annual  salaries  paid  to  officials : 
President,  £2,250;  General  Manager,  £2,000; 
Assistant  General  Manager,  £1,500;  Govern- 
ment Auditor,  £1^750 ;  and  four  directors  at  £500 
each — ^making  a  total  of  £9,500  divided  amongst 
half  a  dozen  officers.  Where  is  the  necessity 
for  all  these  officers  to  run  an  institution  like 
this  bank  ?  Other  banks  in  the  colony  are 
■uooessfully  run  by  one  officer,  and  why  should 
three  be  required  for  this  bank— a  President,  a 
General  Manager,  and  an  Assistant  General 
Manager  ?  One  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  pro- 
poses to  dispense  with  the  services  of  the 
President,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  objec- 
tion has  been  urged  against  that  clause ;  but, 
of  course^  the  honourable  members  opposite 
always  fight  for  the  **fat  man"  and  the  big 
salary.  That  is  a  latent  characteristic  of  the 
Conservative  party.  I  do  not  wish  to  reply  to 
all  the  personalities  that  have  been  indulged  in 
by  honourable  members,  but  I  very  much 
regret  the  serious  accusations  that  have  been 
made  against  the  ex-Oolonial  Treasurer  (Mr. 
Ward).  Statements  were  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
to  the  efiect  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  been  directly  interested  in  bringing  about 
the  sale  of  the  Colonial  Bank  so  as  to  cover 
np  his  own  account  in  the  Ward  Association. 
But  from  information  I  have  received  from  the 
Banking  Oonunittee's  report,  and  also  from 
information  I  gleaned  in  the  Supreme  Court 
in  Dunedin  when  Mr.  Solomon,  solicitor,  was 
examining  a  number  of  witnesses  very  minutely 
on  the  affairs  of  the*  Association,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion,  independently  of  what  Mr.  Ward 
himself  said  to-night,  that,  as  far  as  that 
honourable  gentleman  is  concerned,  he  is 
innocent  of  a  very  large  number  of  the  charges 
that  have  been  levelled  against  him  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie),  and  I  regret  that  that  honourable 
member  should  have  occupied  nearly  the  whole 
of  his  half-hour  in  simply  hurling  aoousations 
at  Mr.  Ward.  I  would  just  mention  here,  to 
show  that  the  estate  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Awarua  was  sacrificed,  that  a  cash  offer 
of  £62,000  was  made  to  the  liquidators  for  the 
assets  of  the  Ward  Association,  but  the  offer 
was  refused.  Then  an  offer  of  £5,000  over  that 
amount  was  made  by  one  of  the  cleverest  ac- 
countants in  the  colony,  but  again  the  offer  was 
refused;  and  under  compulsory  liquidation  to-day 
the  estate  has  realised  even  more  than  that  sum. 
That  shows  that  as  a  going  concern  it  was  in  a 
good  position.  I  appeal  to  my  commercial 
friends  and  say:  If  yon  force  a  business  into 


compulsory  liquidation,  is  it  to  be  expected 
that  you  will  get  the  full  market-value  for 
it?  Yet  the  Ward  estate  was  treated  in  this 
manner,  and  under  the  compulsory  realisation 
of  the  assets  it  is  paying  15s.  in  the  pound.  I  say 
there  is  no  business  in  the  country  that  will  pay 
that  amount  of  money  that  ought  to  be  forced 
into  liquidation.  The  statements  that  have 
been  hurled  to-night  at  Mr.  Ward  by  several 
speakers  indicated  that  the  gentlemen  making 
the  statements  were  labouring  under  a  delusion 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Ward's  attitude  in  connec- 
tion with  the  purchase  of  the  Colonial  Bank. 
Mr.  Ward  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  purchase 
of  that  bank ;  but  if  Mr.  Ward  had  been  the 
scoundrel  some  honourable  members  try  to 
make  him  out  to  be,  it  would  have  been  easy 
for  him  in  1894,  when  Mr.  John  Murray  came 
along  and  stated  that  if  no  relief  were  given 
the  bank  it  would  have  to  shut  its  doors— if  Mr. 
Ward  had  been  a  scoundrel,  and  the  Premier 
also,  for  his  name  has  been  brought  in  in  the 
same  connection— they  had  only  to  say,  "  We 
are  prepared  to  assist  you,  Mr.  Murray,  but  we 
have  certain  conditions  to  impose  ;  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  here,  is  the  head  of  a  large  com- 
mercial concern,  and  it  is  in  monetary  diffi- 
culties ;  are  you  prepared  to  take  over  his 
account  and  give  him  breathing- time  to  pull 
round  ?  "  And  Mr.  John  Murray  would  have 
jumped  at  it  and  said,  **  Certainly."  I  say 
that  no  arrangement  of  that  description  was 
ever  contemplated  or  even  suggested,  and  it 
is  a  complete  answer  to  the  charges  levelled 
at  Mr.  Ward  by  a  number  of  speakers  to- 
night. If  Mr.  Ward  had  been  the  scoundrel 
suggested  he  could  have  made  his  own  terma 
and  nobody  would  have  been  any  the  wiser, 
and  the  bank  would  have  kept  its  mouth  shut, 
as  the  friends  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  did  in  the  years  gone  by  when 
the  bank  was  playing  "ducks  and  drakes"  with 
the  money  of  the  people.  That  was  a  case  of 
'*  spoils  to  the  victors  "  in  earnest.  I  will  now 
only  refer  to  one  remark  made  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  who  took  credit  to  himself  for 
stating  that  these  repeated  applications  to 
Parliament  on  behalf  of  the  bank  was  a  severe 
lesson  to  the  supporters  of  a  State  bank.  Will 
it  be  a  surprise  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
when  I  say  that  I  supported  this  banking 
legislation  all  through  for  no  other  purpose 
than  that  I  consider  these  Bills  are  only  a 
step  further  in  the  direction  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  State  bank  ?  That  is  the  goal  I  am 
aiming  at.  It  may  be  said  by  some  of  our 
Conservative  friends  that  a  State  bank  is  an 
unworkable  institution,  and  could  not  be  run 
on  commercial  lines,  or  worked  in  any  shape 
or  form.  But  if  you  look  back.  Sir,  and  take 
an  historical  review  of  the  financial  position  of  a 
large  number  of  banks,  both  in  England  and 
the  Australian  Colonies,  which  have  been  con- 
trolled and  directed  and  guided  by  what  are 
known  as  expert  banking  officials,  in  a  number 
of  cases  they  have  come  to  grief.  Where  did 
they  go  for  relief  when  they  found  themselves 
in  difficulties?  They  fell  back  on  the  State. 
The  same  thing  that  occurred  with  regard  to 
the  Bank  of  England  has  occurred  in  the  case 
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of  the  Bonk  of  New  Zealand.  The  same  thing 
has  happened  in  the  Aastralian  Oolonies.  Some 
of  these  have  been  the  result  of  panic,  no  doubt, 
some  through  over-speculation,  some  through 
bad  management,  and  so  on ;  but  the  results 
were  the  same— that  the  moment  they  found 
themselves  in  financial  difficulties  they  ap-* 
preached  the  Government  for  the  necessary 
assistance  to  tide  them  over  their  difficulties. 
The  threat  that  is  always  held  over  a  Ministry 
is,  **  Well,  if  you  do  not  come  to  our  relief  all 
the  commercial  houses  and  industrial  busi- 
nesses will  come  to  grief ;  thousands  of  men 
will  be  thrown  out  of  employment ;  the  whole 
colony  will  be  disturbed,  and  your  revenue 
will  fall  off  " ;  and  the  Government  eventually 
steps  in.  The  same  thing  had  happened  in 
Queensland,  and  in  England  the  Gh)vernment 
had,  he  believed,  on  two  occasions  to  come  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Bank  of  England.  If  this 
is  so,  why  should  we  not  run  a  State  bank  ?  It 
may  be  said  it  could  not  be  run  on  commercial 
lines ;  but  we  could  not  make  a  bigger  muddle 
of  it  than  has  been  made  in  the  last  few  years 
in  the  Australian  Colonies,  or  has  been  made 
with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  If  we  try  a 
State  bank  in  this  colony  we  could  not  make  a 
bigger  mess  of  it  than  has  already  been  made  of 
this  bank,  and  we  might  possibly  make  an  im- 
provement. No  political  element  need  be  intro- 
duced into  the  matter  at  all.  We  already  run  a 
(Government  Insurance  Department  and  other 
departments,  and  I  think  a  State  bank  would 
be  a  very  much  sounder  concern  than  a  bank 
made  up  of  a  few  men  clubbed  together  and 
calling  themselves  this  bank  or  that  bank,  and 
where  you  can  never  tell  from  their  published 
balance-sheets  whether  they  are  in  a  sound 
position  or  not.  There  is  no  guarantee  that 
the  assets  or  the  bullion  are  there,  because  we 
know  they  have  sometimes  pliable  'auditors. 
Now,  I  want  to  mention  another  point  for 
what  it  is  worth.  It  has  not  been  mentioned 
to-night;  but  I  have  chatted  the  matter  over 
with  gentlemen  who  have  more  bankiog  ex- 
.  perience  than  I  have,  and  who  say  it  would  be 
workable.  Well,  the  point  is  this :  that  under 
the  present  system  we  have  what  are  known 
as  district  managers  and  sub-inspectors.  The 
flub'inspector  is  supposed  to  go  round  and 
value  the  various  properties  in  his  special 
district  on  which  advances  are  given.  I  will 
give  an  illustration  to  make  my  meaning 
more  clear:  Take  the  district  manager  in  a 
particular  locality,  and  the  inspector  for  the 
same  locality.  The  district  manager  says, 
'*  Mr.  Jones,  will  you  kindly  go  out  to  see  Mr. 
Brown's  property ;  he  has  applied  for  an  ad- 
vance of  £5,000  ?  "  The  inspector  visits  the 
property  and  recommends  that  the  advance  be 
made,  which  is  done.  Then,  property  depre- 
ciates« in  that  locality,  and.tne  man's  diffi- 
culties increase,  and  the  property  is  found  not 
to  be  a  good  security  for  the  amount  advanced. 
The  inspector  and  the  manager  may  be  friendly, 
and  to  save  themselves  from  a  rap  over  the 
knuckles  from  the  head  office,  and  also  with  a 
hope  that  the  property  will  increase  in  value, 
they  go  on  sending  reports  that  the  security  is 
Arst-class  for  the  £5,000,  thus  misleading  the 
iff.  Morriion 


head  office.  What  I  would  suggest  is  this:  that 
there  should  be  a  head  inspector  appointed, 
who  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  recom* 
mending  advances,  but  who  should  go  round 
periodically  and  examine  the  securities  in  the 
various  districts.  I  am  told  that  this  would 
be  unworkable,  because  one  man  could  be  kept 
going  round  the  whole  twelve  months  and 
would  then  not  be  able  to  visit  all  the  pro- 
perties ;  but  if  he  could  not  visit  all,  he  might, 
at  any  rate,  visit  and  inspect  the  principal 
properties  where  there  were  large  amounts  at 
stake.  I  think,  in  the  interests  of  the  bank,  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  an  officer  of  that 
sort  should  be  appointed  to  check  the  sab- 
inspectors'  valuations,  and,  in  checking  them, 
he  would  check  also  the  district  managers' 
advances.  If  this  were  done  I  think  that 
banking  would  be  carried  on  on  better  lines 
than  it  has  been  in  the  past.  Some  people  say, 
"  What  is  the  good  of  appointing  an  officer  of 
this  description  when  we  nave  got  the  auditor's 
reports  7  "  To  that  I  answer.  What  does  the 
auditor's  report  show?  He  knows  nothing 
about  the  values,  but  takes  the  figures  as  they 
are  submitted  to  him  in  the  books,  and  as  they 
have  been  placed  there  by  the  officers  who 
have  made  the  advances,  and  who  are  directly 
responsible  for  the  figures,  and  who  are 
anxious  to  keep  them  there,  so  as  to  show  that 
the  advances  are  right.  I  ask,  What  is  (he 
value  of  that  report  ?  I  do  not  profess  to  be  a 
banker,  but  I  believe  there  is  something  in  the 
idea  that  the  properties  upon  which  advances 
are  made  in  the  country  districts  should  be 
visited  occasionally  by  the  head  inspector  and 
checked  to  see  if  the  values  are  correct.  The 
work  of  inspection  that  is  now  done  is  simply 
equivalent  to  seeing  that  two  and  two  make 
four,  and  reporting  the  fact  to  the  head  office ; 
but  an  independent  officer  who  is  in  no  way 
responsible  for  the  advances  should  really  exa- 
mine into  the  securities.  I  maintain  if  this 
were  done  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  stop 
reckless  advances  being  made.  I  will  not  de- 
tain the  House  any  longer  at  present.  I  should 
not  have  spoken  at  all  but  for  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata,  who  is 
responsible  for  my  speaking  at  this  lata  hour  of 
the  morning. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  *  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time ' 
stand  part  of  the  question." 

The  House  divided. 
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Majority  for,  12. 

Amendment  negatived. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— Sir,  at  this  hour 
of  the  morning  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  a^ 
honourable  members  to  remain  much  longer, 
but  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  to  this 
oolony  did  I  not  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks 
that  have  been  made  during  the  debate  on  the 
third  reading.  It  has  surprised  me  to  And 
those  connected  with  the  oanking  legislation 
as  far  back  as  1894  charged  with  wrong-doing 
respecting  the  colony.  I  do  not  require  to  go 
back  to  that  time  further  than  to  say  this : 
Never  was  a  strain  put  on  a  party  in  any 
country  so  great  as  the  strain  put  on  the 
liberal  party  on  that  occasion.  For  years  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  has  been  behind,  and  has 
been  supporting  the  Conservative  party  in  this 
oolony.  I  say  it  was  the  connection  of  Uie  lead- 
ing men  of  the  Conservative  party  with  the  bank 
that  was  its  downfall.  The  shareholders'  capital 
of  that  bank  went  through  the  hands  of  some  of 
the  directors  and  others  into  investments  time 
after  time  of  so  stupid  a  kind  that  I  would  say 
if  it  had  been  their  own  money  they  would 
never  have  been  made  at  all.  Take  the  drain- 
age and  purchase  of  the  swamps  in  the  Wai- 
kato— one  of  the  greatest  sinks  for  the  moneys 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  in  this  colony.  I 
am  surprised  to  hear  the  honourable  member 
for  Waikato  reproaohinjg  the  (Government  and 
other  members  respecting  banking  legislation, 
while  in  that  district,  in  swamp  after  swamp, 
thousands  of  pounds  of  the  bank's  money  went, 
and  in  the  Legislature  of  this  country  laws 
were  passed,  promoted  by  those  of  his  side  in 
the  House  who  were  high  in  office,  and  who 
took  subsidies  from  the  colony  and  helped 
themselves  from  the  funds  of  the  bank  for 
the  bcdanoe — subsidies  taken  from  the  public 
funds  of  the  colony  by  legislation  passed  to 
further  the  sinking  of  that  money.  And  then 
the  honourable  member  audaciously  accuses 
the  Liberal  party  of  wrong-doing  in  coming 
to  the  rescue  of  the  bank  as  they  did.  Let 
me  go  back  for  a  moment  to  the  memorable 
ovent  in  1894,  when  the  Legislature  passed  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Bills.  Were  the  Opposi- 
tion at  that  time,  with  information  before  them 


almost  the  same  as  we  had, — and  they  ought 
to  have  known,  and  did  know,  of  the  past,  and 
we  did  not,— when  the  situation  was  placed 
before  them,  were  they  prepared  to  accept  the 
responsibility  and  say,  "  Let  the  bank  close  its 
doors  "  ?  They  were  not  prepared  to  do  so.  II 
(The  time  were  to  come  over  again,  notwith- 
standing all  one  has  had  to  go  through,  and 
the  charges  that  have  been  levelled  and  the 
innuendoes  created  and  circulated— if  it  were 
possible  I  would  punish  those  vnrongdoers  that 
fleeced  the  bank  and  so  brought  its  affairs  to 
the  verge  of  ruin.  «At  the  same  time  I  would 
to-morrow,  rather  than  see  our  country  Buffer 
as  it  must  have  suffered  had  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  gone  into  liquidation — rather  than 
witness  the  unfortunate  people  of  the  colony 
ruined — I  would  pass  the  legislation  again  ana 
come  to  the  assistence  of  the  bank.  What- 
ever may  be  said,  it  cannot  be  truthfully  said 
that  the  then  Colodial  Treasurer  was  respon- 
sible, and  that  because  of  the  fact  of  his 
own  financial  position  being  connected  with 
the  Colonial  Bank  the  banking  legislation  was 
passed.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  bringing 
the  Behnk  of  New  Zealand  into  the  dire  straite 
in  which  we  found  it.  It  was  found  out,  after 
inquiry,  that  not  only  was  the  capital  of  the 
shareholders  gone,  but  they  had  trenched  on 
the  money  of  the  depositors.  That,  Sir,  has 
been  sufficiently  proved  on  inquiry ;  and 
had  the  oolony  not  come  to  the  rescue,  and 
realisation  aftor  liquidation  had  ensued,  thou- 
sands of  persons  would  have  been  ruined. 
Then,  how  or  what  way  could  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  have  had  to  do  vrith  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  being  in  that  position  ?  It  was 
not  the  Colonial  Bank  that  had  done  that.  It 
was  the  old  directors  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land and  those  connected  with  it  years  ago. 
And  as  for  the  position  in  1894— and  that 
has  not  been  attempted  to  be  disproved — 
at  that  time,  as  far  as  he  knew,  the  posi- 
tion was  not  at  all  such  as  to  warrant  the 
charges  that  have  been  hurled  against  him. 
The  same  thing  may  also  be  said  with  re- 
spect to  Mr.  Watson.  Certoinly,  neither  at 
that  nor  at  any  time  had  Mr.  Watson  any- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  or  ite  downfall,  and  he  had  no  wish 
or  desire,  and  could  have  had  no  idea  pre- 
vious to  1894,  about  bringing  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  the  affairs  of 
the  Colonial  Bank  together.  If  we  want 
further  proof  of  that,  there  it  is  in  the  legis- 
lation of  1894,  by  which  we  positively  enacted 
that  neither  purchase  nor  amalgamation  should 
take  place  between  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
and  the  Colonial  Bank — and  these  facts  have 
been  carefully  kept  back  from  the  publio. 
Now,  who  passed  that  legislation  ?  When  it  was 
rumoured  there  was  some  arrangement  for  the 
amalgamation  of  the  two  bamcs  I  brought 
down  a  Bill  absolutely  forbidding,  in  any  way, 
shape,  or  form  the  ama^amation  or  purchase 
of  the  Colonial  Bank  with  or  by  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  We  placed  that  upon  our 
statute-book ;  and  how  can  it  be  said  that  Mr. 
Watson  or  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  the  day, 
and  the  Government  of  the  day,  with  that 
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legislation  on  the  statate-book — how  can  it  be 
gaid  truthfully  he  was  bo  connected  with  the 
two  banks  that  he  had  to  approve  of  this 
amalgamation  to  save  himself?  I  simply 
say  the  memory  of  those  people  and  of  the 
members  of  this  House  who  say  that  would 
seem  to  be  at  fault,  else  I  cannot  for  a  mo- 
ment see  why  it  should  be  tolerated.  It  almost 
makes  my  blood  boil  to  think  that  this  should 
be  said.  Then,  we  have  been  taunted — but  I 
do  not  wish  at  this  hour  of  the  morning  to  go 
into  details — that  as  regards  the  investment 
of  the  £20,000  in  the  J.  G.  Ward  Company 
debentures  they  were  at  that  time  valueless. 
I  say  that  no  business-man,  being  on  the 
inquiry,  and  knowing,  as  was  almost  inevit- 
able, this  thing  from  all  the  inquiries  in  which 
I  took  part,  could  say  that  the  £20,000  deben-* 
tures  were  valueless.  I  simply  say  that  who- 
ever makes  that  statement  is  doing  so  either 
through  sheer  incapacity  or  want  of  compre- 
hension, or  else  is  maliciously  making  a  state- 
ment which  he  must  know  to  be  absolutely 
incorrect.  The  amount  invested  in  the  £20,000 
J.  Q.  Ward  Company  debentures  was  safe  from 
the  first,  and  at  all  times,  and  the  moneys 
have  been  repaid ;  and  to  say  there  was  any 
zisk  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
in  making  that  investment  is  to  say  that  which 
is  absolutely  incorrect  and  unfounded.  Then 
we  were  also  told  about  the  New  Zealand  in- 
scribed Consols.  Has  it  not  been  said  with 
respect  to  the  Consols  that  the  Consols  legisla- 
tion was  promoted  with  the  object  of  providing 
moneys  for  the  Colonial  Bank,  and  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  then  actuated  by  but 
one  sordid,  corrupt,  and  impure  motive — that 
he  meant  to  obtam  the  money,  and  that  it  was 
to  help  the  Colonial  Bank  that  the  Consols 
scheme  was  inaugurated  7  How  human  nature 
degenerates  1  I  have  seen  more  in  this  House, 
and  from  members  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
HouB6  and  in  connection  with  banking  legisla- 
tion, to  show  me  that  political  human  nature 
in  this  country  has  absolutely  degenerated  from 
what  it  was  years  ago,  with  those  on  that  side 
of  the  House  than  I  could  ever  have  believed. 
I  never  thought  I  should  ever  have  to  listen  to 
the  unfounded  charges  that  have  been  made, 
and  the  innuendoes  that  have  been  oast  forth 
in  connection  with  this  legislation.  I  except 
altogether  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and 
absolve  him  and  one  or  two^embers  on  that 
side ;  but  there  are  others  who  have  hurled 
charges  against  the  members  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  who,  I  say,  when  in  later  years 
they  come  to  review  their  statements  calmly, 
will  wonder  how,  without  the  least  justifica- 
tion, they  could  possibly  have  made  them.  If 
there  was  one  thing  more  than  another  to  make 
one  feel  that  there  is  no  honour  to  continue  in 
public  life  it  would  be  statements  like  those 
we  have  heard  from  some  members  on  that  side 
of  the  House  to-night.  As  to  the  Consols,  I 
myself  had  been  urging  for  years  that  an  op- 
portunity should  be  given  the  people  of  in- 
vesting their  thrift  in  Government  securities, 
and  by  this  means  endeavouring  to  improve 
upon  the  postal  system  and  the  savings  bank, 
and  providing  for  Consols  and  raising  money 
Mr.  Seddon 


by  that  means  for  public  use.  You  will  find 
that  is  so  by  my  speech  on  the  Bill.  I  am  one 
of  those  who  say  that  this  colony  has  been 
bleeding  at  almost  every  pore  by  money  being 
taken  out  of  it,  and  I  still  think  that  the  Con- 
sols scheme  ought  to  be  more  general  in  its 
application,  and  I  believe  much  of  the  money 
required  for  the  development  of  our  country 
might  be  furnished  from  that  souzoe.  To  now 
have  that  turned  against  me,  and  against  the  lata 
Colonial  Treasurer,  I  say  it  is  almost  enough  to 
make  one  regret  ever  having  been  in  public  life 
in  this  colony.  Then,  take  the  £150,000  in- 
vested in  Consols.  From  memory,  when  in  Com- 
mittee, I  had  to  defend  that ;  I  said  from  memory 
the  first  proposals  came  from  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  As  to  the  investment  of  the 
£800,000,  being  portion  of  the  free  £1,000,000 
on  which  the  bank  were  only  receiving  at  that 
time  2  per  cent.,  if  better  investments  had  not 
been  found  there  would  be  a  loss  of  2  per  cent., 
and  there  was  a  bigger  deficit  to  make  up  there. 
The  bank  at  that  time,  I  presume,  supplied  a 
list  to  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  showing 
in  what  they  proposed  to  invest  the  £800,000, 
and  said,  "  This  must  be  done  or  else  we  shall 
lose  2  per  cent."  The  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  agree  to  this. 
Instead  of  agreeing  to  it  the  Colonial  Tre^^ 
surer  brought  it  to  his  colleagues ;  and  it 
was  agreed  that  the  advance  should  be  made 
direct,  in  lieu  of  being  made  between  the  two 
banks.  I  say,  if  there  was  anything  in  the 
cheurge  that  he  was  afraid  of  his  own  bank 
that  disproved  it.  And  knovnng,  as  he  must 
have  done  at  the  time,  the  true  position  of 
the  matter,  instead  of  this  arrangement  of 
the  investment  being  made  between  the  two 
banks,  it  was  made,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
better  security,  direct  by  the  colony.  I  say  if 
you  want  proof  of  his  doing  his  duty  fearlessly 
at  that  moment  it  is  shown  by  the  fact  cf  hu 
refusing  to  allow  the  arrangement  to  be  m^'-de 
between  the  banks  and  it  having  been  made 
direct  by  the  colony.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
charges  that  have  been  made  against  myself,  I 
desire  to  refer  to  the  close  division  which  we 
have  had  upon  this  subject.  Statements  have 
been  made  with  respect  to  myself  and  my 
position  on  the  Assets  Realisation  Boe^rd.  It 
was  found  in  the  adjustment  of  the  aooounta 
that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  charge  the 
Realisation  Board  the  sum  of  nearly  £100,000 
more  than  they  were  entitled  to  issue  debentures 
for.  Why?  Again  why?  Simply  because  the 
Auditor  thought  more  of  the  bank  than  of  the 
colony,  or  otherwise  he  was  careless.  Anyway, 
he,  by  his  statement  as  adjuster,  called  upon 
the  Realisation  Board  to  issue  debentures  for 
nearly  £100,000  more  than  he  ought  to  have 
done,  and  I,  being  in  a  position  to  do  so, 
blocked  it ;  and,  forsooth,  iMcause  I  have  been 
safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  oolony,  and 
watchhag  carefully  the  £2,680,000  that  is  at 
stake,  I  am  charged  with  having  aoted  from 
selfish  motives,  and  that  I  should  not  be 
allowed  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board.  There 
was  a  whipping-up  of  members,  and,  outside 
of  members  of  this  House,  others  were  inter- 
viewed vnth  the  object  of  getting  support,  and 
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I  have  ihe  pzooi  of  it.  The  Premier  was  to  be 
poniBhed  for  doing  hie  duty.  Bendezing  it 
unpossible  for  him  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  was  to  be  the  slap  in  the  faoe  he  was 
to  have  beoaose  he  insisted  upon  this  legisla- 
tion, and  conserving  the  interest  of  the  colony. 
This  was  the  punishment  to  be  meted  out  to  me. 
And  then  we  find  it  made  a  party  question. 
On  that  side  of  the  House  is  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu,  who  is  my  colleague  on 
tiie  Board.  Notwithstanding  that  fact,  every 
single  member  of  the  Opposition  voted  to  cast 
that  reflection  upon  him  and  me.  Then,  we 
are  told  that  the  Premier  voted  for  himself. 
When  the  motion  was  made«  were  we  not  told 
by  members  on  that  side  of  the  House 
that  it  did  not  apply  till  after  the  term  of 
office  held  by  the  Premier  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu — that  it  was  no  reflec- 
lion  on  them.  We  were  told  distinctly  on  no 
ground  would  they  support  it  if  it  was  intended 
to  apply  personally  to  the  Premier  or  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu.  If  it  had 
been  carried  they  would,  from  the  house-tops, 
have  proclaimed  it  had  the  application ;  and  it 
was  so  intended,  but,  through  the  good  sense 
and  fair  play  of  the  majority,  it  was  lost.    I 

Sut  on  one  side,  and  ever  will,  all  feeling  where 
uty  leads  me  to  take  a  firm  and  decided  stand 
believing  it  to  be  in  the  interests  of  the  colony. 
I  shall  do  my  duty,  and  those  who  like  to  make 
eapital  out  of  the  course  I  took  can,  under  these 
circumstances,  have  their  bent,  but  I  have  done 
my  duty.  Then,  Sir,  we  are  told  that  this  Bill 
would  work  mischief.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton  says  there  has  been  a  breach 
of  the  contract.  Sir,  it  cannot  work  mischief ; 
it  must  do  good.  To  allow  matters  to  remain 
as  they  are  must  inevitably  in  the  course  of 
time  lead  to  confusion  and  heavy  losses.  And 
why,  I  want  to  know,  do  we  find  members  at 
ibis  hour  of  the  morning,  day  after  day,  insist- 
ing upon  this  ?  Because  altogether  outside 
tills  House,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  colony, 
it  would  be  unwise  were  they  to  really  let  the 
eountry  know  what  is  in  their  minds.  District 
after  district,  people  holding  positions  in  the 
district,  commercial  men,  pastoralists,  agricul- 
toriste,  will  all  tell  you  there  was  a  necessity 
for  a  change;  and  where  you  find  a  general 
feeling  right  throughout  the  country,  and  there 
was  so  much  involved,  he  would  be  a  reckless 
man  who,  having  responsibility,  would  not 
listen  to  the  voice  of  the  people  under  such 
eircnmstanoes.  There  is  a  general  consensus 
of  opinion  right  throughout  this  country  that  a 
change  of  management  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  is  desirable.  Then,  Sir,  I  come  to  the 
question.  Why  has  there  been  this  opposition 
to  this  Banking  Bill  ?  It  has  been  said  to- 
night, using  a  sporting  phrase,  that  I  have 
been  guilty  of  inconsistent  running.  Last  ses- 
sion when  this  Bill  was  before  the  House  and 
in  Committee  I  was  beaten  as  to  the  number 
of  directors  to  be  on  the  Board,  and  the 
division  was  only  saved  by  the  casting-vote  of 
the  Chairman  of  Committees.  Was  it  prudent 
or  wise  nnder  the  circumstances,  then,  to  court 
defeat  and  have  the  Bill  thrown  out  ?  It  was 
much  better  to  hold  over  the  consideration  of 


the  Bill,  watch  carefully  the  events,  and,  as  the 
thing  has  worked  it  was  wise  under  the  oir- 
cumstances— rather  than  have  the  Bill  defeated 
— to  have  it  adjourned,  as  I  did,  and  bring  it 
on  again  at  an  earlier  period  of  this  session. 
Now,  as  regards  the  position  this  session.  Sir, 
one  charge  after  another  has  been  hurled  against 
myself  and  against  the  Government  that  we 
were  not  sincere  in  this  measure.  The  same 
has  been  said  as  regards  the  old  age-pensions, 
the  same  has  been  said  as  regards  the  female 
franchise,  the  same  has  been  said  as  regards 
land  for  settlements,  the  same  has  been  said  as 
regards  advances  to  settlers,  and  every  pro- 
gressive piece  of  legislation  which  we  have 
passed.  Everything  we  have  hitherto  done 
for  the  good  and  well-being  of  the  people  of 
this  country  we  have  had  to  force  through 
night  after  night.  Yet  all  the  time  we  were 
charged  with  insincerity.  We  have  had  this 
accusation  hurled  against  us  constantly ;  and 
the  answer  and  the  complete  refutation  is  that 
you  will  find  the  legislation  on  the  statute- 
book,  and  to-day  you  have  the  people  of  this 
country  enjoying  Uie  benefits  of  that  advanced 
and  humanitarian  legislation.  I  say,  Sir,  in 
respect  to  this  measure,  to  again  use  a  sporting 
phrase,  there  has  been  no  inconsistent  run- 
ning, but  good  horsemanship  shown.  It  has 
been  a  long  race,  and  this  Banking  Bill  has 
proved  u  weight-carrier.  Why,  Sir,  the  foul 
riding  and  incessant  crossings  of  those  opposed 
would  entitle  them  to  be  disqualified  for  ever. 
The  Banking  Bill  has  had,  Sir,  plenty  of  whip, 
is  still  running  strong,  is  fairly  in  the  straight, 
and  is  not  very  far  from  home  now.  The  honour- 
able leader  of  the  Opposition,  on  **  Hold-back," 
sees  the  race  is  over ;  we  are  in  the  straight, 
the  good  old  horse  has  forged  ahead,  and  it 
will  not  be  long  before.  Sir,  he  will  pass  the 
judge's  box.  And  then.  Sir,  putting  metaphor 
aside,  what  will  be  said  ?  I  undertake  to  say 
that  long  before  this  Bill  gets  past  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  we  shall  have 
the  same  infiuenoes  at '  work  as  have  been 
at  work  here.  Sir,  it  has  not  been  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  it  has  not  been  other 
institutions,  but  from  the  beginning ;  and,  until 
this  Bill  is  signed  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  influences  will  continue  to  be  at 
work,  and  powerful  influences.  And  I  say  it 
is  to  the  credit  of  the  majority  of  the  members 
in  this  House  that,  despite  all  that  has  been 
done,  we  have  now  the  third  reading  almost 
carried ;  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  so> 
far  as  those  working  with  me  are  concerned, 
we  feel  we  have  done  our  duty.  I  shall  have  a 
load  lifted  ofi  my  mind  when  I  find  this  change 
has  ts^en  place.  There  are  powers  given  in 
this  Bill  which  will  place  the  responsibility 
upon  the  right  shoulders.  I  simply  say  that, 
under  these  circumstances,  I,  with  many 
others,  have  listened  with  very  great  pain 
indeed  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata.  I  know  that  the  honour- 
able member  is  in  the  wrong,  and  were  it  not 
that  I  believe  he  is  sinoere  I  should  simply 
look  upon  his  statement  as  a  most  partisan 
speech,  and  made  for  no  other  purpose  than 
that  of  shifting  the  responsibility  from  hia  own 
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Bhooldera  and  the  shouldera  of  members  on 
that  Bide  of  the  House  to  those  members  of  the 
Liberal  party  who,  from  nothing  but  purely 
patriotic  motives,  aided  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  showed  their  patriotism,  by  accept- 
ing the  load  and  responsibility  of  passing  tne 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Act  of  1894,  which 
should  be  carried  for  all  time  by  members  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  for  it  was  the  conduct 
of  the  leaders  and  other  Conservatives  that 
brought  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  grief. 
Now,  coming  to  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere,  he  said  the  Bill  was  dropped  in 
1896,  and  he  would  like  to  know  the  cause. 
Who,  Sir,  stopped  the  Bill  of  1896  ?  Was  it 
the  Government  ?  It  was  because  there  were 
amendments  placed  in  the  Bill  in  the  Council, 
and  when  those  amendments  came  here,  and 
when  I  was  prepared  to  agree  to  them  rather 
than  lose  the  Bill,  what  did  the  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere  and  others  with  him 
say?  They  said  the  amendments  then  made 
would  give  an  opportunity  to  the  late  Co- 
lonial Treasurer,  and  any  others  similarly  situ- 
ated, without  the  intervention  of  the  Courts, 
to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  maneigers  or  directors.  Sir,  on 
CQ  that  ground  they  refused  to  allow 
these  amendments  to  pass,  and  I  say 
that  those  who  refused  to  agree  to  those  amend- 
ments were  responsible  for  this  legislati6n  being 
kept  back  from  the  country  for  the  last  two 
years ;  and,  as  the  Council  would  not  give  way, 
the  Bill  was  dropped.  And  now  the  very  mem- 
bers who  at  that  time  refused  to  agree  to  the 
amendments  wish  to  cast  upon  me,  without  just 
cause,  the  responsibility  of  the  delay,  and  since 
that  they  now  know,  but  have  not  said  a  single 
word  respecting  it,  that  the  bank  authorities, 
without  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  and  in 
face  of  the  fact  that  that  legislation  was  held 
over,  gave  £4,000  for  the  **  B  "  accounts,  which 
were  then  taken  into  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
I  am  not  sure  whether  that  proceeding  has 
been  a  wise  one,  but,  whether  profitable  or 
unprofitable,  the  fact  was  that  Parliament 
had  refused  to  accept  this  proposal.  My  cime 
is  now  expired,  Sir,  and  all  that  I  will  say 
is  this:  that  so  far  as  the  Government  is 
concerned,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  siven  a  fair  opportunity,  has  a 
good  future  beiore  it.  I  suppose  it  is  doing 
half  the  banking  business  of  the  colony,  and 
with  an  increasing  population  and  a  fairly  pro- 
sperous outlook  I  see  no  danger  whatever ;  out 
it  will  take  a  long  time  before  its  position  will 
be  so  materially  improved  as  to  enable  it  to  be 
taken  over  by  the  shareholders  or  other  inves- 
tors. The  security  has  improved  since  we  gave 
the  guarantee,  and  will  remain  just  as  goc^  as 
ever  it  was.  It  is  somewhat  better  than  when 
we  guaranteed  the  two  millions,  but  as  regards 
the  deficiency  that  existed  being  made  good 
there  has  not  been  much  done  yet  in  that 
direction.  And  it  is  through  knowing  this  to 
be  the  case  that  I  stand  here  and  say  that  the 
statements  that  have  been  made  to-night  as 
regards  the  balance-sheet — that  it  was  **cooked," 
and  that  it  was  manufactured  for  the  purpose  of 
deceiving,  and  to  show  that  sufficient  moneys 
Mr.  Seddon 


had  been  raised  to  meet  the  interest— have  no 
foundation  in  faot.  Yet  these  statements  aro 
made  in  this  House,  and  appear  in  the  pablio 
Press.  What  does  that  mean  ?  It  is  intended 
and  will,  without  good  cause,  shake  the  confi- 
dence of  the  customers  of  the  bank,  and,  should 
that  result  follow,  will  cause  a  loss  to  the 
people  of  the  colony,  and  keep  the  bank  from 
improving  its  position.  I  say,  Sir,  this  Bill 
should  have  been  fought  on  broad  lines  of 
policy,  and  without  personal  reflections  being 
oast  on  honourable  members,  or  upon  the  Pxef 
dent  or  directors  of  the  bank.  I  have  made 
no  charges  against  the  President,  the  direoton, 
or  officers ;  but  I  am  not  satisfied  as  regards 
the  management.  I  say  that  there  is  serious 
ground  for  complaint  in  that  quarter.  The 
idea  of  6  percent,  on  the  capital  employed  being 
required  for  the  management  and  expenses  is 
ridiculous.  How  is  it  possible  for  any  institu- 
tion carrying  on  business  on  such  extravagant 
lines  to  prosper?  Almost  immediately  aftar 
the  Colony  came  to  the  rescue  there  com- 
menced a  launching-out  in  the  advances — there 
was  extravagance  here,  extravagance  there,  ix&» 
stead  of,  as  there  certainly  should  have  been, 
drastic  economy  in  many  directions.  If  the 
government  of  a  country  were  conducted  on 
those  lines,  and  there  was  any  sort  of  opposi- 
tion on  those  benches,  the  Ministry  in  power 
would  not  last  twenty-four  hours ;  and  a  man- 
agement that  will  allow  this  to  go  on  and  not 
bring  in  any  system  of  economy  should  be 
changed.  I  regret  that  personal  reflections 
should  have  been  made.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  get  the  Bill  through  without  injuring  or 
casting  personal  reflections  upon  those  with 
whose  management  I  have  reason  to  differ. 
Members  on  the  other  side  have  accused  me 
of  not  being  sincere,  and  being  actuated  in  a 
certain  way  from  fear.  In  answer  I  say.  Sir, 
that  nothing  will  stop  me  from  getting  this 
legislation  through  and  making  a  change  in 
the  management.  On  broad  lines  of  publio 
policy,  and  in  the  best  interests  of  the  colony 
and  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  I  say,  Sir, 
this  Bill  ought  to  be  read  a  third  time  and 
passed  into  law. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  Thai 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time." 
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MoGuire. 

Majority  for,  16. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 
The  HoQse  adjoamod  at  ten  minutes  past 
five  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE    OP   BBPRESENTATIVE8. 
Tuesday,  9th  August,  1898, 

Irfuidless  NatiTOB— McLean  Motor-car  Bill— The  Late 
Sir  F.  D.  Bell— Financial  Statement— Botoru  a 
TowDthip  —  Balnealoslst  for  Botoma  —  Wal- 
konaitl  Mative  Boads- Kelson  School  Com- 
mittees— Bay  of  Plenty  Crown  Lands— Seamen's 
Discharge  Forms— Mr.  Moss— Nelson  Prison- 
Electoral  Bolls  — Tokorahi-WindBor  Train-ser- 
vice—Government  Advances  to  Settlers  BUI— 
Municipal  Franchise  Beform  Bill— Shearers' 
Accommodation  Bill. 


Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

LANDLESS  NATIVES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PARATA,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
ft  return,  to  be  compiled  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  position  of  land- 
less Maoris  in  the  South  Island,  giving  the 
names  of  individuals  and  the  areas  allocated 
to  each  person  by  the  Commissioners  in  the 
Tantuku  North,  Tautuku  South,  Lord's  River, 
imd  Waiau  Blocks,  set  apart  bj  the  Government 
for  such  landless  Natives. 

McLEAN  MOTOR-CAR  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (Wellington  City)  said, 
as  honourable  members  were  aware,  this  Bill 
bad  been  referred  back  to  the  Private  Bills 
Conunittee,  with  a  view  to  the  objectionable 
features  as  to  the  charging  of  fees  for  the  issue 
of  licenses  by  the  promoter  being  removed. 
Xhis  had  been  done,  and  the  suggestion  as  to 
the  alteration  in  the  title  had  been  concurred 
with.  It  was  now  entitled  the  McLean  Motor- 
oar  Bill,  and  all  reference  to  fees  chargeable  by 
the  promoter  has  been  excised,  so  that  under 
ihe  new  clause  the  promoter  was  compelled  to 
Issue  licenses  whenever  called  upon,  at  any 
lime  or  to  any  person,  without  fee.  The  Bill 
was  now  as  innocuous  as  a  private  Bill  could 
he,  and  had  been  deprived  of  all  its  objection- 
able features. 

.   Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  what  were  the  dimen- 
fioDS  of  the  motor-cac? 


Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  said,  in  answer  to  his 
honourable  colleague,  if  he  was  rightly  in- 
formed the  dimensions  were  exactly  similar  to 
those  in  the  Imperial  statute,  and  the  wording 
of  the  preamble  was  an  exact  copy  of  the  Im- 
perial one;  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  state 
that  from  his  own  knowledge,  but  so  the  pro- 
moter informed  him.  He  moved.  That  the 
amendments  be  agreed  to. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  would  be 
sorry  to  be  supposed  as  being  for  one  moment 
opposed  to  some  Bill  being  passed  dealing  with 
motor-oars,  but  he  had  read  this  Bill  with  a 
certain  amount  of  attention  sinco  it  came  down 
in  its  amended  form,  and  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  name  of  McLean  all  through  the  Bill 
was  unnecessary ;  in  other  words,  it  ought  to 
be  a  public  and  not  a  private  Bill.  He  inclined 
to  believe  it  might  be  desirable  to  postpone 
consideration  of  the  Bill  to  some  other  time. 
He  would  point  out  that  the  Bill  oould  itself 
easily  be  amended— though  the  forms  of  the 
House  would  not  permit  of  a  private  Bill  being 
amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole — other- 
wise it  might  beoome  a  public  Bill  with  very 
little  trouble.  He  would  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  refer  to  the  Bill.  In  the  preamble  the 
name  *'  William  McLean"  might  be  struck  out, 
and  it  would  then  read,  *'  An  Act  to  authorise 
the  use  of  Motor-oars,  and  to  authorise  the 
Storage  of  Inflammable  Substances  used  in 
driving  the  same."  Then,  by  striking  out  all 
the  words  down  to  "  Customs  duty,"  the  pre- 
amble would  read,  "  Whereas  it  is  doubtful 
whether  in  the  existing  state  of  the  law 
motor-oars  can  be  lawfully  used  on  the  publio 
roads  and  streets :  And  whereas  it  is  expedi- 
ent that  power  should  be  given  to  use  motor- 
cars and  other  motors  of  a  like  description." 
Then  the  Short  Title  would  read,  "  The  Motor- 
car Act,  1898."  Then,  in  the  interpretation, 
clause  2,  all  the  words  in  the  first  subsection 
might  be  struck  out  about  promoters.  It  would 
not  take  ten  minutes  to  make  several  slight 
verbal  alterations  through  the  Bill,  striking  out 
(« promoters  "  and  '^'  William  McLean,"  and 
then,  referring  it  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Bills,  it  could  be  made  in  reality  a  publio 
Bill.  He  was  sure  this  would  be  much  more 
satisfactory  to  the  House.  He  could  not  see 
the  use  of  introducing  the  name  "  McLean  "  all 
through  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  a  very  good  name. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  it  was  a  very  good 
name  indeed,  and  his  honourable  friend  behind 
did  great  credit  to  the  name,  and  the  name  to 
him.  But  the  whole  scope  of  the  Bill  oould 
be  easily  altered  in  the  way  he  suggested  by 
taking  out  the  name  **  McLean "  and  sub- 
stituting where  neoesBary  "  local  authority." 
It  would  be  far  better  for  the  House  to  at  onoe 
recognise  that  the  local  authority  should  be  the 
sole  controlling  power  as  to  licenses  of  vehicles. 
Under  clause  10  the  Governor  in  Council  made 
all  the  regulations,  and  under  clause  IS  the 
words  "  local  authority  "  might  be  inserted  in- 
stead of  *'  William  McLean."  He  would  sug- 
gest that,  as  the  question  might  necessitate 
some  little  time  to  discuss,  the  Premier  or  soma- 
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one  might  move  postponement  of  tfae  considera- 
tion of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  perhaps  Mr. 
Speaker  might  tell  the  House  whether  it  was 
possible  to  transpose  a  private  Bill  into  a  public 
or  Government  one :  he  had  never  heard  of 
such  a  case. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  perhaps  this  Bill  might  be 
dropped  altogether,  and  the  Government  bring 
one  in  on  similar  lines. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  at  all  events,  he  would 
like  to  have  some  time  to  consider  the  position, 
and  therefore  would  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (Wellington  City)  rose 
merely  to  assure  the  Premier  of  his  complete 
concurrence  with  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  felt  that  he  had 
a  certain  duty  to  do,  as  the  member  In  charge 
of  the  Bill,  and  that  was,  while  satisfying  him- 
self it  was  a  proper  Bill,  to  endeavour  if  pos- 
sible to  get  it  made  law.  But  he  quite  recog- 
nised the  force  of  the  argument 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  speaking  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  must  not  enter  into  the  merits  of 
the  questions  raised  by  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON,  continuing,  said,  if 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  meant  that  it 
was  intended  to  give  the  Government  time  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  making  this  a 
general  Bill,  he  (Mr.  Hutcheson)  concurred  en- 
tirely with  the  idea.  And,  while  having  done 
as  much  as  he  could  in  the  direction  he  had 
indicated,  he  agreed  entirely  witJi  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  that  it  should  be  a  general 
Bill. 

Debate  adjourned. 

THE  LATE  SIR  P.  D.  BELL. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  desire  to  inform  the 
House  that  I  have  received  the  following 
letters  from  members  of  the  family  of  the  late 
Sir  Dillon  Bell :  one  from  Mr.  H.  D.  Bell,  an 
ex-member  of  the  House ;  the  other  from  Mr. 
Ernest  Bell,  formerly  an  officer  of  the  House : — 

"  Wellington.  8rd  August,  1898. 

'*Mr.  Spbakbb, — I  have  the  honour  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  let  in- 
stant, conveying  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  occasion  of 
my  father's  death.  On  behalf  of  my  father's 
family  I  beg  leave  to  express  our  sense  of  the 
honour  done  to  his  memory  by  the  House  of 
which  he  was  for  so  many  years  a  member,  and 
over  which  he  for  one  Parliament  presided. 
We  desire  also  to  thank  you,  Sir,  for  the  terms 
in  which  you  have  conveyed  to  us  your  own 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  your  old  friend  and 
colleague. — I  have,  Ac., 

"  H.  D.  Belt.. 

**  The  Hon.  the  Speaker, 

House  of  Representatives." 

"  Wellington,  4th  August,  1898. 
"  Snt,— I  have  the  honour  respectfully  to 
acknowledge  your  letter  enclosing  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  passed 
on  the  death  of  my  father,  and  to  express  my 
linoerest  thanks  to  the  House  and  to  yourself 
Captain  Rtu»€ll 


for  this  truly  kind  message  of  sympathy.— I 
have,  &o., 

«•  Ernest  Bell. 
**  The  Hon.  Sir  Maurice  O'Rorke,  Kt., 

Speaker,  House  of  Representatives." 
Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move  that  those  letten 
be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  House. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

[For  all  Tables  and  BeVUms  r^erred  to  in  ths  Stat^ 
ment,  »es  Appendix^  B  -6.] 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply, 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Colonial  Treasurer)  said,— Mr. 
Guinness,— In  accordance  with  the  announce- 
ment made  last  week,  it  gives  me  very  great 
pleasure  to  place  before  you  the  much  inquired- 
after  and  longed-for  Financial  Statement. 

For  some  years  past  the  reference  in  the 
Budget  to  matters  not  directly  relating  to 
finance  has  given  rise  to  prolonged  debates :  to 
obviate  this  I  have  made  a  departure  by  elimi- 
nating from  the  Financial  Statement  this  yesc 
all  reference  to  extraneous  matters  not  bearing 
directly  on  finance  ;  and,  seeing  that  the  state- 
ments and  reports  from  the  several  depart- 
ments give  more  complete  and  elaborats 
information  on  the  several  subjects  than  was 
contained  in  the  necessarily  condensed  reports 
in  previous  Financial  Statements,  it  will  be  an 
advantage  not  to  have  the  Budget  loaded  with 
reference  to  departmental  and  abstract  policy 
questions.  It  is  pleasing  to  me  on  this  as  on 
former  occasions  to  relate  to  honourable  mem- 
bers that  there  was  another  substantial  surplus 
at  the  close  of  the  financial  year.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  Publio  Revenues 
Acts  the  audited  accounts  of  the  colony  have 
been  duly  gasetted,  and  consequently  their 
contents  have  been  published  far  and  wide.  I 
have  been  extremely  amused  at  the  "  war  of 
the  surplus  "  which  has  been  waged  by  leading 
journals.  In  one  camp  it  was  complacently 
asserted  that  the  alleged  surplus  of  £521,000 
was  in  reality  a  deficit  of  over  £800,000, 
and  the  figures  compiled  by  an  erstwhile 
champion  of  members  opposite  were  triumph* 
antly  quoted  in  support  of  this  contention.  I 
have  little  desire  to  enter  the  lists,  for  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  no  importance  whether 
the  real  and  substantial  sum  of  £521,000  with 
which  the  year  closed  is  called  a  *■  surplus " 
or  a  '*  balance."  The  amount  is  available  for 
expenditure  during  the  current  year,  and,  af 
Colonial  Treasurer,  I  feel  quite  satisfied  that» 
whatever  it  may  be  called,  the  money  was  therot 
Perhaps  if  the  word  "  balance  "  was  made  use 
of  there  would  not  be  so  much  argument.  The 
exact  figures  of  the  balance  with  which  the 
year  concluded  were  £521,144,  after  payment  of 
£10,000  for  the  patent  riffhts  of  the  cyanide  pro- 
cess, and  the  transfer  of  £800,000  in  aid  of  puotie 
works.  This  last-named  sum  completes  a  total  ol 
£1,380,000  which  has  been  during  the  last  few 
years  contributed  to  the  Public  Works  Fund 
out  of  the  balances  of  the  ordinary  Revenue 
Account  of  the  colony.  This  very  substantial 
aid  has  been  obtained  without  entailing  hard- 
ship or  inconvenience  to  the  publio  at  laigek 
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The  annnal  interest  on  the  £1,330,000,  at  3) 
per  cent.,  is  £46,550,  that  would  otherwise  have 
been  sent  out  of  the  colony,  which  would  have 
been  poorer  by  that  amount.  I  notice  in  the 
controversy  which  has  been  going  on  over  the 
surplus  that  much  stress  has  been  laid  upon 
the  inclusion  in  the  Revenue  Account  of  the 
money  raised  under  "  The  Consolidated  Stock 
Act,  1884 " ;  and,  being  included  in  the 
Revenue  Account,  it  has  necessarily  formed 
part  of  the  surplus  at  the  end  of  each 
year  during  our  Administration,  when  ''sur- 
pluses" have  been  the  rule,  and  not,  as  in 
former  years,  the  exception.  I  can  scarcely 
be  blamed  for  so  including  these  sums,  for  the 
law  distinctly  lays  down  that  the  proceeds 
derived  from  the  sale  of  the  debentures  issued 
under  the  Act  just  mentioned  "shall  form 
part  of  the  Consolidated  Fund."  The  law  was 
made  by  my  predecessors,  but  nevertheless  it 
is  my  duty  to  carry  out  its  provisions.  In  pre- 
vious years  (as  ^ill  be  shovnx  by  a  subsequent 
table),  and  when  deficits  were  the  order  of  the 
day,  the  revenue  was  aided  by  the  issue  of 
debentures  against  sinking  funds  to  double  and 
treble  the  amounts  issued  during  the  last  few 


years ;  and  when  the  Ministry  in  office  in 
1890-91  showed  a  surplus  of  £143,965  the 
revenue  had  been  aided  by  the  issue  of  deben- 
tures to  the  value  of  £288,000. 

I  subjoin  a  table  of  balances  of  the  ordinary 
Revenue  Account,  year  by  year,  since  1871, 
fihowing  the  amount  of  surplus  or  deficiency  at 
the  close  of  each  year,  also  the  amount  of 
debentures  issued  in  aid  of  revenue.  From 
whatever  cause  arising,  this  table,  at  any  rate, 
shows  at  a  glance  that  the  finance  of  the  Liberal 
Administration  for  the  last  seven  years  has 
been  successful — nay,  it  may  be  truly  observed 
that  the  balances  during  that  period  form  a 
marked  contrast  in  our  favour  to  those  under 
the  successive  Conservative  Governments.  We 
have  often  been  taunted  that  we  know  nothing 
of  finance — not  even  the  rudiments;  but,  al- 
though only  an  unsophisticated  plodder  in  the 
intricate  labyrinth  of  finance,  I  claim  to  know, 
at  any  rate,  how  to  keep  on  the  right  side  of 
the  ledger.  Perhaps  it  was  our  predecessors' 
high-claBs  ability  in  financial  matters  which 
so  constantly  produced  an  under-estimated  ex- 
penditure and  over-estimated  revenue,  with  the 
result  of  lending  them  in  financial  deficits. 


Table  ahomng  the  Position  of  the  Ordinary  Revenue  Account  at  the  Close  of  each  Finanddt 

Year  commencing  1871. 


Aid  to  Revenue 

Balances. 

Year. 

from 

Colonial  Treasurer 

Sinking  Funds 

in  Office. 

Debentures. 

Deficit. 

Surplus. 

£ 

£ 

4 

Jane  80,     1871 

, , 

521,183 

Julius  Vogel. 

1872 

.  i 

506,617 

f 

1873    .. 

. , 

266,968 

m 

1874    .. 

128,160 

m 

1876 

. , 

820,388 

m 

1876    .. 

. , 

461,227 

m 

1877    .. 

' 

612.930 

H.  A.  Atkinson. 

1878 

, , 

868,201 

John  Ballanoe. 

1879 

. , 

660,068 

m 

March  31,1880   .. 

. , 

1,522,772 

H.  A.  Atkinson. 

1881    .. 

. . 

1,837,666 

* 

1882 

1,628,316 

m 

1883   .. 

35 i 549* 

0 

1884    .. 

152,111 

m 

1885    .. 

247,700 

130,108 

Julius  Vogel. 

1886 

252,200 

112,141 

m 

1887    .. 

261,000 

92,294t 

m 

1888   .. 

268,184 

, , 

4i745t 

H.  A.  Atkinson. 

1889 

263,200 

60,836 

m 

1890   .. 

276,200 

36,568 

g 

1891    .. 

288,000 

143,965 

John  Ballance. 

1892 

282.300 

, , 

166,573 

m 

1893 

280,800 

. , 

283,779 

m 

1894  .. 

284.600 

, , 

29C,238 

J.  G.  Ward. 

1895 

117,800 

180,024 

m 

1896 

145,400 

215,658 

^ 

1897    .. 

70,300 

. , 

364,286 

R.  J.  Seddon. 

1898    .. 

69,600 

•• 

521,144 

m 

*  A  deficit  of  £1,796,460  was  wiped  out  by  the  conversion  of  £1,832,000  of  Treasury  bills  into  permanent 
4ebt.    The  surplus  of  £85,549  is  simply  loan-money. 

\  The  deficit  had  reaUy  become  £212,994,  reduced  to  £92,204  by  the  issue  of  £150,000  as  permanent  debt  of 
-ttMookmy. 

t  A  deficit  of  £a06ia56  was  also  wiped  out  by  the  conversion  of  £400,000  of  Treasury  bills  into  permanent 
4ebt.    The  surplus  of  £4,746  is  simply  loan-money. 
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A  word  or  two  now  about  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  last  year. 

Beceifts  dubino  the  Yeab  1897-98. 

The  estimate  for  the  year  was  £4,798,000; 
the  actual  figures  reached  £5,079,280,  prodno- 
ing  an  excess  of  £286,280  over  the  estimate.  A 
glance  at  Table  2,  which  accompanies  my  State- 
ment, shows  how  the  excess  is  made  up,  but  I 
may  briefly  mention  the  largest  amounts — 
namely,  £61,400  from  Customs  and  beer  duties ; 
£59,200  from  stamps;  £95,500  from  railways ; 
£18,300  from  territorial  revenue ;  £84,800  from 
land  and  income,  and  other  heads  of  revenue. 
In  last  year's  Budget  I  anticipated  an  increase 
of  £61,000  for  Customs  revenue  over  the  actual 
receipts  of  1896-97,  and  I  expressed  a  hope  that 
I  was  not  too  sanguine  in  adopting  such  in- 
creased figures.  I  had  two  things  in  view — 
first,  that  importers  were  very  fully  stocked  at 
the  time;  and,  secondly,  that,  the  northern 
((old  mining  activity  having  suffered  a  relapee, 
it  was  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  general 
trade  would  be  proportionately  affected.  I 
may  probably  be  blamed  that  my  pessimistic 
views  were  not  fulfilled;  personally  I  am 
pleased  to  find  a  different  result,  for  the  in- 
crease of  revenue  from  this  source,  and 
from  our  railways,  goes  far  to  prove  that  the 
spending* power  of  the  people  has  been  im- 
proved. A  much  larger  amount  of  sue-' 
oession  duty  was  received  than  could  be 
estimated  for,  and  this,  with  other  sub- 
stantial amounts,  have  swollen  the  stamp 
revenue.  The  land-  and  income*  tax  has  come 
in  wonderfully  well;  the  last-named  tax  has 
reached  a  record  amount,  and  very  fairly  indi- 
cates the  general  prosperity  of  the  colony. 
From  our  railways  we  have  received,  as  I  have 
said,  some  £95,500  in  excess  of  the  estimate 
supplied  by  the  department.  There  is  no 
special  feature  in  this  to  comment  upon,  for  it 
IB  the  evident  result  of  increased  commercial 
busitiess,  which  has  more  than  compensated  for 
the  loss  of  revenue  from  the  floods  and  from 
the  drought  in  southern  Canterbury.  Other 
heads  of  revenue  have  shown  a  gratifying 
increase. 

The  Advances  to  Settlers  Office  was  able  to 
repay  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  £22,000  of  the 
arrears  of  advances  made  from  time  to  time 
from  that  fund.  I  am  happy  to  mention  that 
during  the  current  year  I  think  the  office  will 
be  able  to  repay  the  balance  of  these  advances, 
as  well  as  to  provide  for  the  due  payment 
vnthin  the  year  of  the  half-yearly  amounts  of 
interest  upon  the  one-million*and-a-half  loan 
borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  lending  upon 
mortgages. 

EXPEWDITUBE  DURING  THE  YeAB   1897-98. 

The  actual  expenditure  reached  £4,912,372, 
and  the  estimate  was  set  down  at  £4,979,074, 
resulting  in  a  saving  of  £66,702.  The  table  I 
have  already  referred  to  shows  at  a  glance  the 
various  items  over-  or  under- spent.  The  Work- 
ing-railways vote  was  exceeded  by  £27,796; 
but  I  do  not  imagine  much  exception  will  be 
offered  to  this  when  it  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion that  nearly  £100,000  of  excess  revenue 
Mr.  Seddon 


I  was  at  the  same  time  obtained— for  it  is  evi- 
dent in  railway  business  that  increased  revenue 
means  also  increased  expenditure.  Among  the 
under-spent  amounts  (which  total  to  £108,173), 
the  item  of  £27,709  represents  principally  tk 
saving  of  interest  payable  on  Treasury  bills  and 
inscribed  stock.  Other  items  are  of  ordinary 
departmental  character,  and  call  for  no  special 
remark. 

Bssui/r  OF  THE  WoBKiNa  OF  1897-98. 
Summarised,  the  result  of  the  transaotiona 
of  the  Bevenue  Account  for  the  financial  year 
ended   8l8t   March   last   may  be   set    down 
thus  :— 

£ 
Actual  receipts       . .         . .     5,079,230 
Actual  expenditure  . .     4,912,872 

166,858 
Add  balance  at  beginning 
of  year 854,286 


Surplus  at  end  of  year  . .     £521,144 

It  has  been  the  custom  to  refer  to  the  other 
accounts  which  form  part  of  the  Public  Ac- 
count of  the  colony,  and  I  shall  do  the  same 
on  this  occasion  very  briefiy. 

The  Pubuc  Wobkb  Fund,  1897-98. 
In  accordance  with  the  authority  obtained 
last  session,  the  separate  accounts  of  the  Land* 
Improvement  and  the  Native  Lands  Purchase 
have  been  discontinued  as  from  the  1st  April, 
1897 ;  the  transactions  now  simply  form  part 
of  the  Public  Works  Fund.  During  the  year  it 
became  necessary  to  assist  the  ways  and  meana 
of  the  Public  Works  Fund  by  making  use  of 
the  unissued  portion  of  the  Aid  to  Pnblio 
Works  and  Land  Settlement  Loan,  and  for 
this  purpose  £125,000  was  raised  by  the  sale  of 
debentures,  and  £100,000  was  received  as  a^ 
temporary  advance  against  short-dated  deben- 
tures of  the  loan.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
year  the  £300,000  appropriated  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  was  made  use  of,  and  a  further 
sum  of  £50,000  was  temporarily  transferred 
pending  arrangements  being  made  in  London 
for  the  issue  of  the  3-per-oent.  stock,  by  means 
of  which  the  half-million  of  authorised  loan 
was  to  be  issued.  In  respect  of  this  £50,000, 
it  is  right  to  mention  that  the  Audit  Offioe 
declined  to  allow  the  advance  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  Consolidated  Fund  except  as  t^ 
charge  against  the  Unauthorised  Account. 
I  have  therefore  had  to  do  the  best  I  could 
with  a  limit  of  only  £50,000  for  unauthorised 
charges,  instead  of  the  margin  of  £100,000 
which  Parliament  places  at  my  disposal  for 
unforeseen  contingencies  in  all  fimds  and 
accounts.  This  smaller  limit  caused  great 
inconvenience  in  connection  with  the  railway 
and  other  overdrawn  votes,  &o.  The  above  re- 
ceipts (exclusive  of  the  £50,000  re transf erred) » 
together  with  some  sinking  funds  and  other 
small  amounts  (in  all,  £2,876),  made  up  a  total 
of  £527,876,  which  was  passed  into  the  fund» 
and,  with  the  balances  brought  forward  to 
commence  the  year  with  —  namely,  £889,169 
(including  £231,796  transferred  from  the  sepft- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]       Finanoial  Statem&nt.        [HOUBB.]  Financial  SiatemetU. 


863 


Tale  aooounts) — made  a  total  of  resouroeB 
ameoBtlDg  to  £917,035  with  whioh  to  meet 
the  expenditure  daring  the  year  of  £866,543, 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  £51 ,492.  In 
addition  to  t^is  balance  the  unissued  portion 
(£875,000)  of  the  authorised  half-million  loan 
has  yet  to  be  brought  to  account. 

Thb  Ghbviot  Estatb  Account,  1897-98. 

The  separate  account  for  the  Gbeviot  Estate 
fihov^s  receipts  from  rents,  dc,  amounting  to 
£16,277,  and  this  money  was  expended  in  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  the  special  loan,  in  reading, 
surveys,  and  other  charges. 

The  Land  fob  Sbttlembnts  Aggoont, 

1897-98. 
For  the  purpose  of  acquiring  lands  for  close 
settlement,  debentures  amounting  to  £185,000 
were  created  and  sold.  In  addition  to  this 
amount,  £27,667  was  received  from  rents  and 
lease-fees,  making,  with  the  balance  brought 
forward  (£4,714),  a  total  of  £167,381.  Purchases 
were  made  to  the  amount  of  £147,990,  and 
£10,595  was  expended  in  roading,  surveys,  and 
other  expenses,  leaving  a  balance  of  £8,796  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

The  Gonvebsion  Account,  1897-98. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  account  had 
a  balance  of  £1,573 ;  and  during  the  year 
£554,392  3-per-oent.  stock  was  inscribed  for 
conversion  purposes,  and  £848  of  premium  was 
received  on  a  portion  of  the  same.  On  the 
other  hand,  £360,916  of  debentures  was  con- 
verted at  different  rates  into  £364,892  inscribed 
stock,  and  £185,216  of  various  debentures  was 
redeemed.  The  expenses  amounted  to  £4,663, 
and  the  balance  at  the  close  of  the  year  was 
£2,542. 

.   The  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Account. 

The  balance  in  hand  to  credit  of  this  account 
at  the  commencement  of  last  year  was  £4,  and 
during  the  year  £111,400  of  debentures  was 
created  and  issued  under  **  The  Qovemment 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  1866,"  and  refunds 
of  £4,601  were  made  to  credit  of  the  account 
under  the  provisions  of  section  8  of  **  The  Go- 
vernment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  Amend- 
ment Act,  1896."  These  sums,  amounting  in 
all  to  £116,005,  have  enabled  loans  to  be  made 
daring  the  year  to  the  amoimt  of  £75,257  to 
local  authorities,  and  £18,770  towards  opening 
up  for  settlement  blocks  of  land,  leaving  a 
balance  of  £21,978  to  the  credit  of  the  account 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  total  amount  raised  and  carried  into 
this  account  by  the  creation  and  issue  of  deben- 
tures up  to  the  31st  March  last  was  £1,165,500 
—(1)  For  granting  loans  to  local  authorities, 
£879,069 ;  (2)  for  loans  to  open  up  blocks  of 
land  for  settlement  under  section  2  of  **  The 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  Amend- 
ment Act,  1891,"  £196,631 ;  and  (3)  for  pay- 
ment of  £89,800  to  the  Public  Works  Fund,  on 
account  of  the  debt  of  £89,878  8s.  9cl.  due  to  the 
said  fund  for  debentures  issued  under  **  The 
Boads  and  Bridges  Gonstruction  Act,  1882," 
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and  converted  and  inscribed  as  debts  under 
Part  II.  of  "  The  Government  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Act,  1886." 

The  total  disbursements  up  to  the  81st 
March  last  have  been — (1)  To  local  authorities, 
£857,091;  (2)  to  Lands  and  Survey  Depart- 
ment, towaras  opening  up  new  blocks  of  land 
for  settlement  by  construction  of  roads  and 
bridges  to  give  access  to  such  blocks,  £196,631^ 
and  by  transfer  to  credit  of  Public  Works 
Fund,  £89,800:  leaving  a  cash  balance  of 
£21,978,  as  above  stated,  at  the  end  of  the 
financail  year. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  local 
authorities  whose  districts  were  overtaken  by 
the  severe  flood  disasters  of  last  year  have 
apparently  been  able  to  make  good  the 
damages  without  being  compelled  to  increase 
their  loan  obligations  by  borrowing  under  the 
Qovernment  Emergency  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Act  of  last  session.  Members  will,  I  am  sure, 
join  with  me  in  expressing  the  hope  that  their 
self-reliance  will  be  rewarded  by  the  increased 
prosperity  of  their  districts. 

The   New   Zealand   Gonsols  Account, 
1897-98. 

During  the  year  £58,780  of  deposits  has 
been  inscribed.  A  small  amount  of  £85  re- 
mained uninvested  at  the  close  of  business  on 
the  31st  March  last. 

The  Public  Debt,  1897-98. 

The  gross  debt  was  £44,366,618  on  the  3l8i 
March,  1897,  and  £44,963,424  on  the  31st 
March  last,  producing  an  increase  of  £596,806 
during  the  year. 

Additional  debt  must  take  place  so  long  as 
Parliament  sanctions  the  policy  of  acquiring 
land  for  close  settlements,  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands,  the  construction  of  railways,, 
roads,  and  works,  and  authorises  assistance  to 
local  bodies  to  enable  them  to  make  roads  and 
build  bridges,  <fcc.,  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
up  the  splendid  land  of  the  colony  in  various 
districts.  To  enable  this  policy  to  be  given 
effect  to,  £246,400  of  debentures  under  **  The 
Land  for  Settlements  Act,  1894,"  and  "  The  Go- 
vernment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  1886," 
was  created.  £58,780  was  inscribed  as  New 
Zealand  Gonsols  deposits.  The  interest  on 
these  sums  is  more  than  recouped  to  the 
Gonsolidated  Fund.  In  addition,  £69,600  waa 
issued  against  the  accretions  of  sinking  funds 
for  the  year,  and  £225,000  was  raised  on  ac- 
count of  the  half-million  authorised  under  the 
Aid  to  Public  Works  and  Land  Settlement 
Acts  of  1896  and  1897.  A  further  inscription 
of  3-per-cent.  stock  took  place  to  the  amount 
of  £654,892,  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  and 
converting  previous  loans  to  the  amount  of 
£545,982,  producing  a  net  increase  to  the  debt 
of  £8,460.  Two  small  parcels  of  loans  were 
paid  off— namely,  £6,934,  *•  The  Gonsolidated 
Stock  Act,  1884,"  and  £4.500,  Lyttelton  and 
Ghristchurch  Railway  Loan,  1860.  The  net 
debt  on  the  31st  March,  1897,  was  £43,552,824  ; 
on  the  3lBt  March,  1898,  it  was  £44,081,521. 
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Thb  Customs  Beybnxtb. 
The  Gustoms  revenaa  hfts  shown  great  elas- 
ticity during  the  last  three  years,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  following  flgozes  :— 
1895-96     . .  £1,649,344. 

1896-97     . .     1,818,898.— Increase  as  compared 
with  previous  year, 
£169,549,  «=  10-8  per 
cent. 
1897-98     . .     1,985,252.— Increase  as  compared 
with  previous  year, 
£116,859, »  7-06  per 
cent. 
In  some  quarters  this  increase  is  persistently 
attributed  to  the  operation  of  the  tariff  of  1895. 
In  opposition  to  this  view,  I  beg  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  revenue  derived  from 
colonial   beer,   the    rate    on   which   was    not 
altered,  shows  a  somewhat  similar  increase,  as 
follows : — 
1896-96 
1896-97 


£62,680. 
68,787.  —  Increase  as  compared 
with   previous   year, 
£6,107,«9-7  per  cent. 
1897-98     ..     72,179. —  Increase  as  compared 
with    previous  year, 
£8,892,:=  4-9  per  cent. 
It  is  also  noticeable  that  the  total  value  of 
imports  has  been  increased  in  a  greater  propor- 
tion than  the  duty : — 
1895-96     . .  £6,856,985. 

1896-97  7,678,511.— Increase  as  compared 

with  previous  year, 
£1,816,526,  ::=  20per 
cent. 
1897-98     ..     8,018,990.— Increase  as  compared 
with  previous  year, 
£845,479,  »  4-5  per 
cent. 
Taking  the  average  for  the  two  years  1896-97 
and  1897-98  the  comparison  is  as  follows : — 
Customs  revenue        . .     8*6  per  cent,  increase. 
Beer  duty  (Excise)      ..7*8 
Total  value  imports   . .  12*2  « 

In  my  opinion  the  above  is  a  fairlv  complete 
answer  to  the  allegation  that  the  increased  re- 
venue is  caused  by  the  tariff  of  1895.  I  feel 
sure  that  the  increased  revenue  is  owing  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  coimtry  arising  from  the  im- 
petus to  mining,  the  prevalence  of  fairly  good 
prices  for  agricultural  produce,  the  increased 
spending-power  of  the  people,  the  settling  of 
the  people  on  the  land,  and  opening-up  of  the 
oountzy. 

Referring  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
oommunity,  I  maybe  pardoned  for  introducing 
here  a  few  figures  from  the  Savings-Bank  re- 
turns, which  I  think  very  strikingly  show  how 
substantial  our  prosperity  has  become.  I  will 
contrast  the  Savings-Bank  figures  of  the  81st 
December,  1897,  with  those  of  1890.  In  1890 
the  number  of  deposits  received  was  162,938, 
and  the  amount  £1,658,543 ;  while  at  the  close 
of  last  year  deposits  numbered  267,615,  and  in 
value  reached  the  large  sum  of  £8,187,219. 
The  number  of  accounts  remaining  open  in 
1890  was  97,208,  as  against  159,381  last  year. 
Mr.  Siddan 


Since  1890  the  total  amount  standing  to  th« 
credit  of  all  open  accounts,  inclusive  of  mterest* 
has  very  nearly  been  doubled ;  the  respective 
figures  being,  in  1890,  £2,441,876,  and  m  1897, 
£4,744,924.  The  average  amount  standing  lo 
the  credit  of  each  open  account  has  increased 
from  £25  28.  4d.  to  £29  15b.  7d.  Such  figures 
as  these  are  in  the  very  highest  degree  satis- 
factory, and  prove  without  doubt  that  the 
prosperity  of  our  people  is  real,  and  that  their 
eaming-power  must  have  largely  increased. 
I  hope  members  will  pardon  me  for  this 
digression. 

Inquiries  which  have  been  made  in  different 
branches  of  trade  give  good  reason  for  antici- 
pating a  fairly  prosperous  year :  at  all  events, 
at  present  there  are  no  signs  of  any  cheek.  I 
have  also  consulted  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, and  am  assured  that  the  prospects  (or 
this  year  are  good.  The  mining  industry  is, 
perhaps,  not  so  promising. 

On  the  whole  I  feel  justified  in  estimating 
the  Customs  revenue  at  a  similar  sum  to  the 

I  amount  actually  received  last  year— namely, 

'  £1.985,000. 

i  The  beer  duty  revenue  I  have  estimated  at 
£71,000,  the  revenue  last  year  having  been 
£72,179. 

The  elasticity  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
indirect  taxation  may  lead  members  to  un- 
thinkingly urge  for  a  revision  of  the  tckriff, 
and,  under  a  misapprehension,  to  press  for  a 
reduction  on  the  necessaries  of  life.  In  the 
remission  on  the  last  tariff,  under  the  item  of 
tea,  which  is  a  necessary  of  life,  we  have  lost,  a 
revenue  of  £75,000.  Who  has  received  the 
benefit?  Is  it  the  consumer?  If  I  were  to 
answer  in  the  affirmative,  by  far  the  largest 
number  of  persons  would  say  I  was  wrong,  and 
that  it  was  the  middleman  who  had  profited. 
Again,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
£100,000  payable  as  old-age  pensions  is  prac- 
tically a  remission.  True,  it  is  only  pay- 
able to  a  section  of  the  people,  but  they 
are  deserving ;  and,  being  a  humane  and 
proper  charge,  few  will  challenge  the  call 
made  upon  them  for  this  purpose.  Now,  on 
broad  lines  of  general  policy  I  submit  that  it 
would  be  unwise,  impolitic,  and  injurious  to 
the  colony  to  attempt  to  materially  interfere 
with  the  tariff  under  existing  conditions,  and 
would  be  indefensible.  Great  injuries  would 
accrue,  which  would  not  by  any  means  be 
counterbalanced  by  any  remission  that  might 
be  made.  As  yet  there  has  not  been  sufficient 
time  to  gauge  accurately  the  position.  We 
have  had  two  years  of  prosperity :  can  we 
absolutely  and  accurately  say  how  long  this 
will  continue?  Should  there  be  a  change  in 
the  tariff  let  it  be  made  on  the  broad  lines 
that  there  was  too  much  indirect  taxation,  and 
correspondingly  too  little  from  direct  taxation. 
Tinkering  with  the  tariff  should  be  avoided. 

Land-tix  asd  Inoomb-tax. 
The  revenue  derived  from  the  land  and  in- 
come taxes  during  the  past  year  was  £882,497, 
or  £17,497  over  the  estimate,  and  about  £5,000 
over  the  receipts  of  the  preceding  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]        Financial  Statement       [H0U8E.]  Financial  StaUmmL 


866 


The  BtoadT  increase  in  the  income -tax 
receipts  has  heen  maintainecl,  and  affords  the 
best  possible  evidence  of  the  advancing  pro- 
sperity of  the  colony. 

The  Gonsolidation  Bill  considered  by  the 
Pablie  Accounts  Gommittee  last  session  will 
be  reintroduced.  This  measure,  though  not 
absolutely  essential  for  taxation  purposes,  deals 
with  anomalies  which  it  is  considered  advisable 
to  remove,  and  presents  the  law  relating  to 
direct  taxation  in  a  clearer  and  more  concise 

lOEEO. 

Oertain  concessions  which  it  is  thought 
equitable  to  make  will  tend  to  a  reduction  of 
the  income-tax  receipts.  The  purchase  by  the 
€h>vemment  of  estates  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Acts  also  tends  to  decrease  the 
land-tax  receipts,  but  it  is  expected  these 
reductions  will  be  more  than  compensated  for 
by  an  increase  in  the  land-tax  receipts  result- 
ing from  the  new  valuation.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, place  the  estimate  for  the  year  above 
£890,000,  which  means  an  increase  on  last 
year's  receipts  of  about  £7,600. 

Turning  now  to  matters  which  concern  the 
present  hour  and  affect  the  remaining  months 
of  the  financial  year,  I  propose  to  give  honour- 
able members  some  idea  of^the  estimated  ways 
And  means  of  our  Revenue  Account. 

Estimated  Exfenditubs,  1898-99. 
The  estimated  expenditure  for  the  current 
year  out  of  our  Oonsolidated  Revenue  Account 
amounts  to  £4,743,876,  excluding  £850,000  in 
aid  of  the  Public  Works  Fund,  which  latter 
amount  is  provided  out  of  the  surplus  of 
last  year.  The  actual  expenditure  last  year 
amounted  to  £4,612,872,  therefore  the  current 
year's  estimate  totals  to  £181,504  in  excess  of 
that  of  last  year :  £58,599  of  this  arises  from 
ihe  extra  provision  for  interest  required  on  the 
new  loans  raised  or  authorised  during  the  past 
and  current  year.  The  departmental  estimates 
ahow  a  net  increase  of  £83,982.  (Full  particu- 
lars will  be  found  in  Table  No.  7.)  Olassifica- 
iioin  and  increased  facilities  are  answerable  for 
£44,081  of  additional  expenditure  for  postal, 
telegraphic,  and  railway  services.  To  keep  pace 
with  the  increasing  population  the  Eda  cation 
Department  asks  for  additional  expenditure 
amounting  to  £8,549.  There  has  been  a  con- 
aensus  of  opinion  that  our  Permanent  Force 
and  our  Volunteers  should  be  strengthened  and 
made  more  efficient ;  these  improvements  can- 
not be  effected  without  additional  cost,  con* 
•equently  the  estimates  of  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment will  be  found  to  be  increased  by  £25,896. 
In  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  Department  there 
is  an  increase  of  £13,254,  but,  of  this,  some 
£18,000  arises  from  a  contribution  from  the 
Land-  and  Income-tax  Department  as  valua- 
tion-fees, which  are  credited  as  revenue,  and 
Included  under  the  head  of  **  Registration  and 
other  Fees."  The  Police  Department  shows 
an  increase  of  £7,554.  It  has  been  apparent 
lor  some  time  past  that  the  Police  Force 
of  the  colony  was  numerically  weak;  on 
the  present  estimates  we  are  therefore  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  engagement  of  some  fifty  extra 


men.  The  tfervioes  I  have  just  named  really 
provide  for  expenditure  of  an  exoeptionid 
nature,  arising  trom  causes  which  do  not  in- 
fiuence  the  expenditure  of  other  departments. 
The  amount,  I  acknowledge,  is  large— nearly 
£100,000  — but  I  do  not  think  honourable 
members  will  gainsay  the  necessity  for  pro- 
viding for  the  services,  and  this  will  be  plainly 
demonstrated  when  the  estimates  are  under 
discussion.  The  increases  of  salaries  by  some 
£14,000  of  the  two  classified  departments- 
Railways  and  Postal — naturally  causes  dis- 
satisfaction from  those  in  the  unclassified 
branches  of  the  public  service,  and  it  seems 
clear  to  me  that  to  be  just  and  equitable  to  all 
something  should  be  done  under  a  compre- 
hensive and  well-considered  scheme,  and, 
without  unduly  increasing  the  departmental 
estimates,  to  place  each  and  every  branch  of 
the  public  service  on  a  proper  footing.  If  an 
analysis  were  made  of  the  increases  allowed 
in  departments  which  do  not  enjov  the  benefits 
of  classification  I  am  confident  the  amount  in 
relation  to  the  whole  of  the  departments  so 
situated  would  not  exceed  £8,000  or  £4,000.  In 
the  Lands  and  Valuation  Departments  there 
are  reductions.  The  first-named  department 
anticipates  recovering  a  large  amount  for 
survey  expenses  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
disposal  of  lands  along  the  route  of  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Railway ;  and  in  the  case 
of  the  latter  department  the  initial  expenses 
of  valuation  were  nearly  all  in  last  year's 
expenditure,  and  consequently  a  much  smaller 
vote  is  now  submitted.  The  estimated  ordinary 
expenditure  for  1897-98  was  £4,669,074,  as 
against  £4,748,867  for  the  current  year. 

Estimated  Revbnxtb,  1898-99. 
Very  careful  consideration  has  been  given  to 
the  figures  finally  adopted  as  estimates  of  the 
acorumg  revenue  of  the  current  year.  The 
figures  I  have  set  down  for  this  year  amount  to 
£5,023,800,  which  is  £230,300  more  than  I  esti- 
mated for  last  year,  and  £83,930  less  than  our 
actual  receipts.  Contrasting  the  present  esti- 
mates with  the  actual  receipts  of  last  year, 
the  increases  amount  to  £30,871,  and  the  de- 
creases to  £64,801.  I  have  adopted,  as  an 
estimate  for  this  year,  the  figures  representin|( 
last  year's  actual  receipts  from  Customs  duties, 
in  accordance  with  the  remarks  I  have  pre- 
viously made.  The  general  prosperity  of  the 
community  enables  me  to  estimate  a  small 
additional  sum  will  be  derived  from  the  com- 
bined collections  of  land-  and  income-tax. 
From  *'  Registration  and  other  Fees  "  an  addi- 
tioni^  sum  of  £22,711  is  estimated,  to  be  de- 
rived principally  from  the  fees  chargeable  for 
the  figures  supplied  by  the  Valuation  Depart- 
ment. Amongst  the  decreases  I  have  haid  to 
include  the  receipts  from  the  sale  of  stamps : 
heavy  succession  duties  were  unexpectedly 
received  last  year,  and,  of  course,  cannot  b« 
again  estimated.  My  colleague  the  Minister  of 
llands  anticipates  a  distinct  fallin^-off  in  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  disposition  of  our 
lands.  The  receipts  from  cash  sales  and  de- 
ferred-payment selections  are  rapidly  growing 
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leu,  a&d  in  some  oaoee  pastond  rone  are  falling 
into  our  hands,  and  will  require  to  be  relet  at 
less  rentals.  These  caoses  will  probably  result 
in  decreased  revenue  to  the  amount  of  £36,296. 
The  amount  representing  the  proceeds  of  de- 
bentures issued  m  respect  of  the  accretions  of 
sinking  funds  during  the  year  is  £15,800  less 
than  we  sum  issued  last  year. 

SUMUABT. 

Bringing  the  estimates  of  ezpeoditure  aud 
revenue  together,  the  position  at  the  close  of 
the  current  financial  year  on  the  81st  March, 
1899,  may  be  set  down  as  follows : — 
Balance  brought  forward  to  begin  the         £ 
year  with  ..  ..  ..     521,U4 

Lees    to   be   transferred    to    the 
Public  Works  Fund  . .  . .     850,000 


Bstimatod     expenditure, 

1898-99  ..  ..£4,743,876 

Estimated  revenue,  1898>99   5,023,800 


171,144 


Excess  of  reveuue  over  expenditure    279,424 


£450,568 
From  the  above  amount  I  propose  to  set 
aside  £100,000  for  old-age  pensious,  and  to 
transfer  to  the  Public  Works  Fund  £25,000 
in  aid  of  harbour  defence  works  and  defence 
services;  £25,000  in  aid  of  the  additional  re- 
quirements of  lunatic  asylums,  new  methods, 
&o. ;  and,  inclusive  of  the  amount  already 
expended  and  liabilities  incurred,  £25,000  to 
defray  the  cost  of  the  erection  of  our  parlia- 
mentary library  and  central  part  of  the  legisla- 
tive buildings.  Beference  has  already  been 
made  in  His  Excellency's  Speech  to  the  im- 
portant question  of  preferential  duties  on  goods 
manufactured  in  the  Mother- country.  I  think 
the  time  has  now  come  when  we  might  with 
advantage  make  a  substantial  concession,  in 
the  shape  of  granting,  say,  a  remission  of  5  per 
cent,  of  the  duties  now  imposed  on  this  class  of 
goods.  This  remission,  if  made,  will  probably 
amoimt  to  £50,000.  The  appropriation  of  the 
simis  I  have  above  indicated  will  reduce  the 
above  total  to  £225,568,  from  which  amount 
further  deductions  will  also  require  to  be  made 
to  provide  for  the  usual  supplementary  esti- 
mates and  for  the  proposed  additional  grants 
to  local  bodies,  and  to  insure  the  amount  re- 
quired next  year  for  the  payment  of  old-age 
pensions. 

Aid  to  thb  Pubuo  Wobes  Fund. 
The  total  ways  and  means  of  the  Public 
Works  Fund  unexpended  on  the  81st  March 
last  amounted  to  £326,492.  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  transfer  from  revenue  tbis  year,  in  aid  of  the 
Public  Works  Fund,  an  amount  of  £350,000— 
thus  bringing  the  total  ways  and  means  under 
this  fund  up  to  £676,492,  against  which  there 
were  liabilities  amounting  to  £394,427.  As  tbe 
ocpenditure,  including  £156,781  spent  on  addi- 
tions to  open  lines,  amounted  last  year  to 
£865,543,  and  will  probably  amount  to  about 
the  same  sum  again  this  year,  it  will  he  ^evi- 
Mr,  Siddon 


dent  to  honourable  members  that  the  available 
ways  and  means  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  our 
requirements  even  up  to  the  81st  March  next^ 
and  it  is  very  desirable  that  we  should  be  able 
to  see  our  way  a  little  beyond  that  dato.  It  is 
contended — and  with  some  force  —  that  we 
should  not  burden  those  now  in  the  oolony  with 
the  cost  of  the  construction  of  railways,  main 
arterial  roads,  and  roads  to  open  up  land  for 
settlement,  together  with  works  of  a  national  and 
permanent  character,  lasting  for  all  time  and 
being  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations.  It  is 
urged,  furthermore,  that  we  should  not  go  too  far 
ahead  and  be  constructing  works  before  the 
proper  time,  and  which  for  that  reason  are 
for  some  years  unproductive.  We  are  by  this 
means  placmg  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  a  burden  which,  if  greater  oshre 
had  been  exercised,  would  not  have  been  re- 
quired to  be  borne.  Wise  discrimination  is 
necessary.  To  unnecessarilv  borrow,  to  plunge^ 
and  squander  must  inevitably  land  the  colony 
in  disaster.  There  is  a  class  of  work  needfiU. 
to  meet  present  requirements,  beneficial  and 
necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the  people  of 
to-day,  and  which  during  the  present  genera- 
tion is  only  of  sufficient  capacity  to  meet  its 
requirements.  Future  generations  will  have 
to  provide  for  themselves  similar  conveniences. 
I  allude  to  the  construction  of  public  buildings^ 
such  as  post-  and  telegraph  -  offices,  lunatio 
asylums,  oenevolent  institutions,  and  Court- 
houses. Harbour  defences,  maintenance  of 
main  roads,  and  roads  in  localities  where 
there  are  no  railways,  the  construction  of 
tracks  for  the  development  of  our  mineral 
resources— all  this  class  of  work  is  a  reason- 
able charge  upon  the  revenue.  As  will  be 
seen  from  my  sunmiary  of  expenditure,  we 
propose  to  take  from  revenue  £425,000;  and 
we  further  propose  to  obtain  this  year,  in  aid 
ol  the  Public  Works  Fund— and  more  par- 
ticularly for  the  class  of  work  previously 
mentioned  as  national  and  permanent — the 
sum  of  £500,000.  It  does  not,  however,  follow 
that  we  intend  to  raise  or  appropriate  the 
whole  of  it  this  year;  but  I  do  consider  it 
necessary,  so  as  to  avoid  complications,  to 
place  the  Public  Works  Fund  in  a  more 
favourable  position  than  it  was  on  the  81st 
March  last,  when  there  only  remained  a- 
balance  of  £51,492.  In  order  to  carry  on  the 
necessary  works,  honourable  members  are 
aware,  I  had  on  the  first  and  second  Imprest 
Supply  Bills  to  transfer  £225,000  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  to  the  Public  Works  Fund. 
Such  assistance  as  this  would  have  been  im- 
possible had  it  not  been  for  the  elasticity  of 
our  finance,  and  I  therefore  deem  it  the  more 
prudent  course  for  the  future  to  have  sufficient 
m  hand  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  te 
meet  the  public  -  works  requirements,  inde- 
pendent of  revenue,  for  some  little  time  there- 
after. 

Conclusion. 
I  have  now  almost  concluded,  and,  although 
this  is  perhaps  the  shortest  Financial  State- 
ment that  has  been  delivered  for  many  years 
'  past,  still  it  is  concise,  treate  solely  of  flniinon» 
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gifes  BueoinoUy  the  state  of  the  finanoeB  of  the 
colony,  is  instraetivei  and,  I  hope,  not  uninter- 
esting. The  continued  prosperity  of  the  colony 
leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  we  are  od  safe 
lines,  and  that  there  is  nothing  e]phemeral. 
Iiand-values  are  maintained ;  there  is  no  sigpi 
of  decrease  in  our  revefiue ;  our  population  is 
increasing,  and  the  same  can  he  said  of  our 
imports  and  exports;  the  settlement  of  the 
people  on  the  land  is  progressing  satisfactorily ; 
the  output  of  gold-  and  coal-mines  is  steadily 
improving ;  the  labourer  scouring  the  country 
for  work,  commonly  known  as  the  "  swagger," 
38  now  becoming  a  thing  of  the  past ;  the  em- 
ployment of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  workers, 
privately  and  publicly,  has  proved  beneficial 
to  the  colony  as  a  whole.  Labour-saving 
machines  have,  it  is  true,  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment many  men,  and  this  will  continue ; 
but,  although  this  entails  individual  hard- 
ship  for  the  time  being,  with  the  changed 
condition  other  avenues  must  be  opened,  and 
the  private  employer  and  the  State  can  and 
«hould  assist  in  utilising  the  surplus  labour, 
llie  safest  and  permanent  solution  is  to  place 
such  of  them  as  are  willing  upon  the  land.  As 
to  the  future  outlook,  being  neither  pessimistic 
nor  optimistic,  but  desiring  calmly  and  dis- 
passionately to  gauge  correctly  the  position,  I 
feel  confident  that,  with  strict  economy,  rea- 
sonable expenditure  on  reproductive  works, 
thus  providing  for  those  who  are  willing  and 
able  to  labour,  the  settlement  of  the  people  on 
the  land,  with  proper  regard  paid  to  the  de- 
velopment of  our  vast  mineral  resources,  with 
due  provision  made  to  insure  the  export  of  our 
principal  products  in  good  condition,  and  in- 
creased markets  therefor,  together  with  the 
continued  energy  and  enterprise  of  our  co- 
lonists, we  have  a  bright  and  prosperous  future 
before  us.  And  I  shall  look  forward  with  hope 
to  being  able  in  my  next  Financial  Statement 
to  again  congratulate  the  people  of  our  colony 
on  their  improyed  position,  to  announce  that 
my  expectations  have  been  fully  realised,  and 
that  the  wisdom  of  maintaining  a  strong 
finance  has  been  fully  justified. 

Culss  I.— Leqislativs  Dspabtmbnts. 
.  Q         Legislative  Council,  £1,790. 
Progress  reported. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  (Colonial  Treasurer)  moved. 
That  the  House  again  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  on  Thursday,  the  11th  August. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke'sBay).— Pormy 
cwn  part,  I  can  give  no  real  opinion  as  to 
when  it  will  be  desirable  to  go  on  with  the 
debate  on  the  Budget,  although,  as  the  Premier 
has  said,  it  is  perfectly  true  he  has  given  no- 
thing with  regard  to  the  future  in  the  State- 
ment ;  still,  he  has  travelled  so  far  back  into 
Ancient  history  that  it  will  be  necessary  for 
me  to  look  up  records  and  papers  to  combat 
many  of  the  assertions  which,  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  are  incorrect. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — The  honourable  member, 
I  hope,  will  admit  that  there  hcb  been  a 
"*  wretched  past." 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— And  you  were  in  it. 


Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  I  am  not  the  only 
one,  and,  at  all  events,  it  is  something  to  tiJce 
credit  for,  for  that  experience  teaches  one  to 
mend  his  ways.  I  propose.  Sir,  to  take  Supply 
on  Thursday  night,  and  on  no  account  later 
than  Friday.  I  do  not  see  that  anything  can 
be  gained  by  procrastination.  I  hope  that  we 
shall  not  follow  on  the  lines  we  have  adopted 
in  previous  years,  when  the  Financial  State- 
ment occupied  two  hours  and  a  half  in  the 
reading,  and  when  there  were  all  sorts  of 
proposals  outside  finance.  In  previous  yean 
time  was  asked  and  granted,  but,  as  this  State- 
ment deaJs  purely  with  finance,  I  do  not  see 
that  there  can  be  any  reasonable  objection  to 
taking  the  debate  on  Thursday  night.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  asks  it  on  Thursday  I 
shall  be  quite  ready  to  extend  the  time  to 
Friday,  but  I  think  this  week  we  should  be 
ready  to  commence  the  debate.  I  propose  to 
bring  up  Sapply  on  Thursday. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— What  the  honourable 
gentleman  says  may  be  true  as  to  the  length 
of  Statements  on  previous  occasions,  but  in 
years  gone  by  we  have  had  opportunities  of 
discussing  public-works  proposals,  but,  so  far, 
we  have  been  unable  to  get  any  information 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  as  to  when  we 
are  likely  to  see  the  public-works  estimates. 
In  all  probability  we  shall  be  treated  this  year 
as  we  have  been  treated  in  the  past,  and  shall 
be  prevented  by  the  late  delivery  of  the  State- 
ment from  discussing  the  public-works  policy 
at  all.  It  will  be  necessary  that  we  shall  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  the  loan  pro- 
posals which  are  brought  down  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  can  only  say  I  feel  tha^  any  idea 
of  beginning  the  financial  discussion  on  Thurs- 
day is  hopeless.  It  is  the  Premier's  nature 
to  be  impatient,  and  it  is  his  cue ;  but, 
when  he  has  seen  fit  to  review  the  actions 
of  his  predecessors  back  to  the  year  1872,  it 
is  only  natural  that  many  of  us  who  dis- 
credit many  of  the  statements  made  should  be 
desirous  of  searching  ancient  history  to  refute 
many  of  the  deductions  mcbde  by  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier,  which  I  think  to  be  ineor- 
rdot,  but  which  he  has  put  into  his  Statement. 
He  has  had  nine  months  during  which  he  has 
been  incubating  this  Statement,  and  it  is  ab- 
surd  

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Nine  days. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— He  has  had,  at  any 
rate,  the  whole  recess,  and  it  is  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  we  should  be  driven  to  discuss  a 
Statement,  which  has  taken  so  many  months 
to  elaborate,  in  almost  as  few  hours. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  undertake  to  say  I  will  get 
any  schoolboy  in  the  sixth  form  in  any  of  our 
public  schools  who  would  go  through  the 
Journals  of  the  House  and  simply  give  the 
same  figures  that  I  have  given  as  regards 
the  surpluses  of  previoas  years.  The  honour- 
able member  is  not  going  to  say  that  the 
officers  who  kept  the  records  of  the  colony  at 
that  date,  or  the  Treasurers  in  office  at  that 
date,  placed  before  the  colony  misleading  and 
incorrect  Financial  Statements.  I  have  simply 
culled  from  the  Public  Accounts  the  various 
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d«fioite  or  surpliues  and  the  amoanta  paid  into 
revenue  by  way  of  debentures,  against  sinking 
fnnds 

Captain  BUSSELL.>-Yoa  haye  been  alto- 
gether  wrong. 

Mr.  S£DDON.~It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
be  wrong,  and  I  have  been  trying  to  impress 
that  upon  the  honourable  gentleman  for  a  long 
time.  If  my  Statement  made  here  to-day  is 
wrong,  then  the  whole  of  the  records  of  the 
colony  are  wrong.  Therefore  there  is  no  delay 
required  as  regards  that.  The  next  question  is 
very  simple — whether  you  will  have  £100,000 
set  aside  for  old-age  pensions,  whether  you  will 
have  £25,000  for  harbour  defences  and  works, 
and  defence  services,  £25,000  for  new  methods 
and  increased  accommodation  for  our  asylums, 
and  £25,000  for  the  library  and  Parliament 
Buildings,  including  £10,000  already  spent 
on  those  buildings.  That,  together  with  the 
suggestion  for  the  remission  of  5  per  cent.,  are 
tbe  only  matters  as  affecting  the  consolidated 
revenue ;  making  a  total,  as  I  have  said,  of 
transference  from  the  consolidated  revenue  of 
£425,000.  Members  will  make  up  their  minds 
as  regards  these  items.  Then  the  next  ques- 
tion, is  whether  or  not  we  shall  raise  a  sum  of 
£500,000  in  aid  of  the  Public  Works  Fund; 
that  is  really  what  we  have  to  do  with  at 
present.  As  to  the  financial  phase  of  the 
question — how  the  money  is  to  oe  spent,  and 
upon  what — that  will  be  dealt  with  when  the 
Public  Works  Statement  comes  down.  But  I 
must  know  what  are  my  ways  and  means 
before  the  i^inister  for  Public  Works  can  pos- 
sibly complete  his  Public  Works  Statement; 
and  the  House  must  affirm  whether  I  am  to 
have  this  money  to  place  at  his  disposal  before 
he  can  possibly  think  of  going  into  the  question 
of  public-works  expenditure.  I  have  clearly 
pointed  out  what  the  position  of  that  fund  is. 
On  the  Slst  March  last  we  had  £51,000  left ; 
and  I  say  it  would  be  unwise  to  leave  the  colony 
in  that  position  a^ain.  I  hope  the  honourable 
member  will  see,  when  he  looks  into  this  State- 
ment, that  it  is  so  simple,  so  concise,  and  so 
complete  that  he  will  announce  that  he  will 
be  ready  to  conunence  the  financial  debate  on 
Thursday.  At  all  events,  I  do  not  see  what 
can  be  gained  by  delay.  We  have  been  in  the 
habit  in  years  gone  by  of  following  the  rule  of 
the  House  of  Oonunons,  and  therefore  for  a 
lengthened  time  the  debate  on  the  Budget  is 
postponed.  Now,  I  want,  if  I  can  possibly  do  so, 
to  introduce  a  better  order  of  things.  I  think 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  will  be 
quite  able  on  Thursday  night  to  proceed  with 
tne  financial  debate.  However,  as  I  have  said, 
I  should  like  the  financial  debate  to  commence 
not  later  than  Friday.  I  will,  then,  bring  up 
Supply  on  Thursday*  and  await  the  honourable 
gentleman's  answer  in  respect  to  it. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).— I  should  like 
to  point  out  to  the  House  that  the  questions 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  indicated  as 
likely  to  be  raised  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment are  not  to  be  expected  to  be  decided 
on  a  debate  on  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply.  He  indicated  that  the  questions  in 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  Budget  were,  first  of  all,  whether  £425,000 
should  be  transferred  from  the  consolidated 
revenue  to  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and 
whether  the  sum  of  £500,000  should  be  bor- 
rowed in  aid  of  that  fund.  These  are  ques- 
tions which  will,  I  presume,  be  determineli  bj 
Bills  to  be  brought  down  for  the  purpose,  or 
possibly  by  one  iJBill.  The  discussion  on  the 
Financial  Statement  is  generally  considered  to 
be  the  occasion  for  a  review  of  tiie  whole  posi- 
tion, past,  present,  and  future,  and  is  not  in- 
tended to  determine  questions  such  as  the 
Premier  has  mentioned. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  the  general  rule  is 
to  bring  forward  everything  in  the  shape  of 
grievances  when  in  debate  on  the  Financial 
Statement. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON.— That  may  be  so  in 
the  way  of  discussion,  but  no  decision  is  usu- 
ally arrived  at  by  such  a  discussion.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  does  not,  I  presume, 
anticipate  that  an  adverse  motion  will  be 
moved? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No;  my  proposals  are  so 
moderate,  and  so  in  accord  with  the  public 
feeling  in  the  colony,  that  I  do  not  expect  that 
to  take  place. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch  City).— I  notice 
that  the  Premier,  in  reading  the  Statement, 
stated  that  an  increased  amount  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  Police  Department..  I  would 
like  to  ask  him  whether,  in  view  of  that  recom- 
mendation having  been  made,  we  ought  not  to 
have  the  report  of  the  Police  Conunissioners, 
so  that  we  may  judge  whether  they  support  it. 
I  would  like  to  know  when  we  are  likely  ta 
get  it ;  and  also  why  no  mention  is  made  in 
the  Financial  Statement  of  a  vote  for  teohnieal 
education,  as  was  proposed  last  year  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riocarton).  — I  should 
like  to  ask,  before  the  honourable  gentleman 
replies,  when  we  are  going  to  have  the  report  of 
the  Lands  Department  and  of  the  Agricultural 
Department.  Nearly  five  months  have  gone 
by  without  our  getting  them,  and  I  cannot 
understand  how  we  are  to  debate  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  calls  ways  and  means 
until  he  tells  us  how  he  is  going  to  proceed 
with  public  works,  and  what  are  our  require, 
ments.  At  the  present  moment  the  farmers 
know  that  when  next  year  comes,  unless  trucks 
and  rolling-stock  are  put  in  hand  at  once,  they 
will  have  no  means  of  getting  their  produce  to 
market.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  debate  this 
question  of  ways  and  means  until  we  know 
how  those  ways  and  means  are  going  to  be 
expended.  Supply  must  precede  ways  and 
means.  The  honourable  gentleman  tells  us  he 
must  know  what  ways  and  means  he  is  to  have 
before  he  tells  us  how  they  are  to  be  spent. 
That  is  childish.  We  want  to  know  on  what 
they  are  to  be  spent,  and  we  must  vote  the 
amounts  in  Supply  before  granting  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands).— 
In  reply  to  the  honourable  member,  I  may  say 
the  annual  report  of  the  Lands  and  Survey 
Department  has  been  prepared  for  some  time, 
but  has  been  delayed  at  the  Printing  Office ;  the* 
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dalay  has  been  owing  to  a  press  of  work  at  the 
Printing  Office.  I  expected  to  have  got  the 
report  last  Friday,  but  when  I  made  inquiries 
I  was  told  that  I  coald  not  possibly  get  it  until 
n«zt  Thursday.  I  have  put  all  the  pressure  I 
oould  to  bear  on  the  office  in  order  to  get  it 
leadr  on  Thursday  next,  and  I  hope  to  have  it 
on  that  day,  as  also  the  AgriouUural  Report. 
I  think  it  is  a  pity  in  this  way  to  anticipate 
the  discussion  on  the  Financial  Statement. 
The  honourable  gentleman  says  we  ought  to 
know  what  we  are  going  to  spend  the  money 
on  before  we  raise  it.  It  is  generally  con. 
sidered  the  most  prudent  course  when  a  man 
wants  to  build  a  house  that  he  must  know 
where  to  get  the  money  before  he  prepares  his 
plans.  A  man  must  cut  his  coat  according  to 
the  quantity  of  cloth  he  has.  So  I  think  it 
has  been  the  system  in  the  past  in  this  coun> 
try;  ways  and  means  must  be  found  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  the  necessary  works  for 
the  country.  The  honourable  gentleman  seems 
to  forget  that  when  he  was  on  these  benches 
the  same  course  was  pursued.  But  I  suppose 
he  is  under  the  impression  that  he  could  be 
trusted  when  he  was  here  and  we  cannot.  I 
▼entnre  to  say,  however,  we  have  a  duty  to 
perform  to  the  colony,  and  that  duty  is  to 
provide  sufficient  funds  to  meet  what  we  con- 
sider to  be  the  requirements  for  the  time  being 
in  the  way  of  providing  the  necessary  rolling- 
stock  for  the  railways  and  other  works,  and 
we  say,  virtually,  in  this  Financial  Statement 
that  a  certain  amount  is  required  for  that 
purpose.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  can 
show  it  is  not  required,  it  is  his  duty,  when  the 
discussion  comes  on,  to  put  his  views  before  the 
House,  and,  if  necessary,  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  that  effect,  when  we  shall  be  glad  to 
discuss  the  question,  and  to  let  the  House 
decide  who  knows  most  about  the  requirements 
of  the  country — the  gentlemen  on  those  benches 
opposite  or  the  Government,  who  are  respon- 
sible to  the  people  of  the  colony  as  a  whole. 
As  I  said  before,  I  think  it  is  a  pity  we  should 
anticipate  a  discussion  on  this  subject  at  this 
stage.  I  think,  myself,  that  by  Friday,  at  any 
rate,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  discuss  the  State- 
ment, and  I  hope  all  returns  that  honourable 
members  may  require  before  doing  so  will  be 
laid  on  the  table  by  that  time. 

Mr.  BUOHAKAN  (Wairarapa).— I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  forgets  that  past  Finan- 
cial Statements  have  contained  a  dear  indica- 
tion as  to  the  purposes  on  which  money  raised 
was  to  be  spent.  In  the  Statement  just  read  to 
US  very  little  information  is  given.  The  state- 
ment practically  is  that  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  raise  half  a  million  of  money,  but  very 
liitie  indication  is  given  as  to  how  it  is  to  be 
apent. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— On  railways,  roads,  bridges, 
and  public  works. 

Mr.  BUOHANAN.^But  surely  the  House 
should  have  a  schedule,  showing  broadly  how 
the  money  is  to  be  spent. 

Mr.  FRASEB  (Wakatipu).— I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Premier  whether  ne  will  give  the  House 
an  aasuxanee  that   when   the  Publio  Works 


Statement  comes  down  he  will  not  go  into 
Oommittee  of  Supply  on  Tuesday  alone,  as  he 
did  last  session.  This  is  a  very  important 
question,  and  one  wliich  the  House  has  a 
right  to  have  answered,  because  honourable 
members  must  not  forget  this  may  probably  be 
the  only  opportunity  we  shall  have  of  discussing 
the  finances  this  session. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIB.— You  had  a  fortnight 
last  year. 

Mr.  FBAS£R.-»That  does  not  matter.  When 
we  desired  to  discuss  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment we  were  not  allowed  the  opportunity  of 
saying  a  word ;  the  Government  took  care  ttiat 
we  only  went  into  Supply  on  Tuesdays.  The 
records  of  the  House  will  prove  that  what  I  say 
is  correct.  The  result  was  that  we  had  to  go 
into  Committee  every  time  without  discussion. 
The  House  ought  to  know  whether  such  tactics 
are  to  be  repeated.  It  is  not  proper  to  gag  the 
House  on  so  important  a  subject. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Colonial  Treasurer}.— The 
debate  which  has  taken  place  on  the  Financial 
Statement  is  a  new  departure ;  but  it  is  pleas> 
ing  to  me,  because  it  shows  me  very  plainly 
indeed  the  Statement  has  been  well  reoeived 
and  there  is  nothing  to  say  against  it,  and  that 
honourable  members  mean  to  pass  it  in  a 
very  short  time,  and  will  wait  developmenta 
in  respect  to  the  Publio  Works  Statement.  I 
take  it  no  other  conclusion  can  be  arrived  at 
from  this  debate  this  afternoon.  The  whole  of 
the  questions  put  to  me  have  been  really  in 
reference  to  the  public-works  estimates.  I 
challenge  honourable  members  opposite  to 
show  that  the  public-works  estimates  hav& 
ever  been  brought  down  until  after  a  decision 
has  been  arrived  at  in  respect  to  the 
Financial  Statement.  I  was  asked  a  question 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton  — 
a  pertinent  question :  "  What  is  the  use  of 
going  on  with  this  Statement,"  he  said,  **  until 
we  know  what  are  your  public- works  pro- 
posals ?  "  Using  his  own  words,  he  said,  **  The 
farmers — the  producers — are  anxious  to  have 
wagons  and  railway-trucks  provided  so  as  to 
carry  their  produce."  Well,  I  unheBitatingl3r 
say  that  as  soon  as  the  Government  are  assured 
that  our  financial  proposals  meet  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  majority  of  the  House  we  shall 
immediately  re-engage  the  men  and  put  them 
to  work  on  the  rolling-stock,  wagons,  and 
trucks  which  they  were  constructing  prior 
to  the  appropriations  of  the  Minister  for 
Railways  being  expended;  in  fact,  I  myself 
feel  that  it  is  a  great  hardship  to  have  the 
work  stopped;  but,  as  I  have  said,  we  have 
spent  the  moneys  at  our  disposal,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  come  to  the  House  and  ask  for 
the  approval  of  the  House ;  andfapon  the  Finan* 
cial  Statement  being  approved  we  shall  im- 
mediately put  the  men  to  work.  The  longer 
the  debate  on  the  Statement  is  delayed  tha 
longer  these  poor  men  will  be  out  of  employ- 
ment. That  would  be  a  very  good  ground  for 
the  Government  urging  that  the  debate  should 
take  place  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  it 
should  be  as  short  as  possible,  as  it  is  really 
keeping  these  men  from  work ;  and  the  sooner^ 
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th«fefore,  we  get  the  debate  over  and  theee 
men  to  work  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  oon- 
oemed.  I  hope  honoarable  membere  will 
bear  this  in  mind.  Then,  I  am  asked  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ohristohuroh  Oity 
(Mr.  Taylor)  why  there  is  nothing  mentioned 
here  reepeoting  the  smn  of  money  which  last 
seasion  was  set  apart  for  teohnioal  ednoation.  I 
will  not  answer  and  say  that  I  fear  the  debate 
upon  our  technioal  education  proposals  will 
be  somewhat  protracted;  but  if  I  believe  all 
I  read  in  the  public  newspapers,  then  that 
honourable  gentleman  and  other  honourable 
members  are  about  to  give  the  Premier  a 
very  lively  time  when  we  get  into  Oommittee 
on  the  Bill.  I  will  not  say  that  that  is  my 
reason  for  not  mentioning  In  the  Financicd 
Statement  the  amount  required  for  technioal 
education.  My  reason  for  not  mentioning  it 
specifically  is  that  the  moneys  which  were 
raised  last  year  have  not  yet  been  utilised. 
As  you  will  see»  the  amount  was  available^ 
then,  and  is  still  available,  for  technical  eda-^ 
cation. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Raised  by  loan  ? 

Mr.  8EDD0N.-~I  have  simply  said  "that 
were  raised."  I  have  told  you  what  was  not 
raised  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  and 
what  was  available,  and  I  have  taken  the  total 
liabilities.  I  should  say  the  amount  available 
for  technical  education  last  year  is  still  avail* 
able  if  these  finaneial  proposals  are  accepted 
and  are  approved  of.  As  regards  the  increase 
in  the  police,  we  have  acted  upon  the  advice 
of  the  Oommissioner,  Mr.  Tunbridge.  And  I 
myself  would  have  to  be  guided  by  him,  irre- 
spective altogether  of  any  Oommission.  As  head 
of  the  department,  having  made  these  recom- 
mendations, we  have  put  the  necessary  increase 
upon  the  estimates,  and  we  shaU,  as  soon  as 
convenient  after  the  policy  contained  in  this 
Statement  is  approved,  increase  our  police 
accordingly.  As  regards  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission being  laid  upon  the  table,  I  do  not  wish 
to  place  members  in  any  unfavourable  posi- 
tion. What  I  say  is  this :  I  am  in  a  position 
to  lay  the  report  of  the  Oommission  on  the 
table  to-motrow,  but  it  would  not  be  £air  to 
the  Oommissioners  or  fair  to  members  to  have 
reference  made  to  what  is  contained  in  the 
report  without  the  opportunity  of  having  seen 
the  evidence  upon  which  that  report  was  based. 
At  all  events,  if  that  is  to  be  the  groundwork  for 
postponing  Uie  debate  on  my  Financial  State- 
nwnt,  it  really  does  not  bear  on  the  case,  for 
I  care  not  if  the  Oommissioners'  report  were 
against  it.  I  shonld  increase  the  Force  from 
my  own  knowledge,  and  from  what  was  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  Qovemment  long  be- 
fora  either  the  Oommission  or  the  Oommis- 
sioner proposed  this.  Taking  our  Police  Force 
and  comparing  it  with  that  in  Victoria,  we 
find  that  In  Victoria  they  have  one  policeman 
for  688  people,  while  we  have  only  one  to  every 
1,4S6.  Relatively  to  the  population  the  New 
Zealand  Police  Force  is  the  lowest  in  strength 
of  the  Police  Forces  of  all  the  colonies.  And 
I  say  in  that  reimeet  we  intend  to  increase  the 
etiength  of  the  Force  by  fifty  men.  Now,  Sir, 
Mr.Seddon 


the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  jnst  asked  me 
a  question  as  regsras  the  Defence  Report.  I 
may  say,  with  regard  to  our  defences,  that  the 
Oommander  of  the  Forces  has  recommended 
the  new  rifles,  some  of  which  will  shortly  ar- 
rive in  the  colony.  That  means,  of  course,  a 
very  large  sum  of  money.  In  view  of  the  onsis 
that  existed  we  have  anticipated  this,  and 
some  of  the  new  arms  are  already  here,  while 
there  are  others  on  the  way.  There  are  other 
munitions  of  war  that  are  required  foe  onr 
defences  which  have  also  been  ordered,  and 
honourable  members  will  understand  that  with 
respect  to  the  details,  it  is  not  wise  at  all  times, 
particularly  with  respect  to  defence-works,  to 
let  the  world  know  what  von  are  doing. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — What  about  the  report? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— My  worthy  colleague  in- 
forms  me  that  it  is  not  quite  ready  yet,  but 
with  respect  to  it  there  is  an  increase  on  the 
consolidated  estimates  of  £25,000;  and  then, 
with  respect  to  harbour  -  works,  mnnitlonB, 
mines,  and  new  arms  there  is  £25,000 :  praoti- 
oally,  for  defence  service,  harbour  derances, 
and  defence-works  this  year  it  means  really 
£50,000,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  no  one 
regrets  more  than  I  do  the  necessity  that 
exists;  but  at  the  same  time,  from  public 
opinion,  and  from  what  has  been  reported  to 
us  by  those  who  must  guide  us  in  these 
matters,  we  are  unwillingly  forced  to  ask  the 
House  to  grant  us  this  additional  expend! tors. 
With  respect  to  the  extra  £25,000  for  the 
asylums,  I  think  it  will  go  without  saying. 
If  we  are  to  amend  our  methods,  and  if 
yon  give  us  a  strong  recommendation  in  that 
direction,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the 
moneys  to  do  it  with;  and,  in  asking  for 
a  transfer  this  year  from  the  Oonsolidafted 
Fund  of  this  sum — which  sum  we  still  want 
as  far  as  the  money  is  there — it  cannot  be 
applied  to  better  purposes  than  we  have  p ro- 
vided  for  in  the  Statement.  As  regards  the 
various  roads  and  works,  and  railways,  I  have 
said  our  Public  Works  Fund  was  depleted. 
There  was  only  £51,000  remaining  on  the  Slat 
March  last,  and  we  have,  practically,  since  the 
House  sat,  had  to  depend  upon  the  surplus  and 
by  taking  money  from  the  Oonsolidated  Fmiid. 
We  have  to  depend  upon  that  for  the  maam 
required  for  puolic-works  purposes.  We  might 
probably  have  gone  on  and  for  this  Tear  have 
asked  for  a  little  less  than  we  asK  for;  bat 
then  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  if  any- 
thing had  happened  with  respect  to  our  Oon- 
solidated Fund,  it  would  simply  mean  these 
would  be  a  total  stoppage.  As  to  the  railways 
vote,  there  is  £200,000  that  will  be  expended 
on  additions  to  open  lines  and  providing  addi- 
tional trucks,  wagons,  and  locomotives  in  order 
to  meet  the  traffic  on  our  railways,  which  is 
growing,  and  which,  I  hope,  will  continne  to 
grow.         

Mr.  SMITH.— Is  that  to  be  raised  by  loan- 
money? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  two  will  go  togetiier. 
As  far  as  ooncems  what  is  a  proper  ehaige 
sfiainst  loan  which  shonld  go  to  Oapital  Aoooont, 
it  will  be  charged.    As  for  other  portiemi,  my 
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honourable  friend  will  tell  yoa  he  is  charging 
against  revenue  what  he  has  been  aocustcmed 
to  charge  in  the  past.  We  are  not  at  all 
trenching  upon  the  Reveuue  Account  and 
charging  it  against  capital.  I  hope  honourable 
membeze  opposite  may  be  able  on  next  Thurs- 
day night  to  continue  the  debate. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Ghristchuroh  Oi^).--I  wish  to 
ask  the  Premier  when  the  eTidence  of  the 
Police  Commission  is  likely  to  be  ready,  and 
when  members  of  the  House  are  likely  to  have 
the  report  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  Printing  Office  informs  me  that  some  of 
the  evidence  is  not  yet  in.  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  would  be  satisfied  to  have  the 
report  laid  on  the  table  to-morrow. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ROTORUA  TOWNSHIP. 

Mr.  BERRIES  (Bay  of  Plenty)  asked  the 
Premier,  Whether  he  will,  during  the  session, 
introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  local  govern- 
ment of  Rotorua  Township  ?  He  would  like  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Premier  to  the  anoma- 
lous condition  of  the  Rotorua  Township.  In 
t^ese  democratic  times  it  was  rather  a  ^curious 
thing  to  have  a  Board  of  five  members,  all  of 
them  appointed  by  the  Government,  and  four 
of  them  Government  officials.  The  whole  sys- 
tem at  Rotorua  seemed  to  him  to  be  entirely 
out  of  date.  For  instance,  in  all  the  leases 
that  the  Government  granted  the  lessees  were 
subject  to  what  by-laws  might  be  made  by  the 
Town  Board;  but,  unfortunately,  that  Board, 
in  the  opinion  of  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  were 
not  able  to  make  by-laws,  or,  at  any  rate,  when 
they  made  by-laws  they  could  not  enforce  them. 
Again,  the  curious  spectacle  was  seen  of  the 
Town  Board  collecting  the  bath-fees  and  spend- 
ing them  on  the  streets,  while  the  Cbvemment 
coUected  rents  from  the  inhabitants  and  paid  the 
bath  attendants.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
Town  Board  was  constituted.  They  had  to  pay 
heavy  rents.  They  had  no  voice  in  the  way 
they  were  to  be  governed,  and  he  trusted  that 
the  Premier  would,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  he  would  do  at  Rotorua,  get  some 
alteration  made  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Bocod. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
that  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  question  of  local 
government  for  Rotorua  was  now  being  pre- 
pared by  the  Law  Draftsman,  and  whether  the 
House  would  be  able  to  pass  it  this  session 
wovdd  depend  a  good  deed  on  the  order  of  busi- 
ness. He  admitted  that  it  was  very  important 
that  there  should  be  some  change  in  the  local 
government  of  the  Township  of  Rotorua,  and 
possibly  the  (Government  would  endeavour  to 
posh  a  Bill  through  this  session,  but,  as  he  had 
eaid,  whether  it  would  pass  or  not  would  depend 
<m  tlie  order  of  business. 

BALNBAL0GI8T  FOR  ROTORUA. 
Mr.  HBRRIB8  (Bay  of  Plenty)  adced  the 
Premier,  What  steps  have  been  taken  in  the 
appointment  of  a  balnealogist  for  Rotoraa  ? 


This  question  referred  to  the  sanatorium  de- 
partment of  Rotorua.  Honourable  members 
would  remember  that  last  session  there  was 
an  item  on  the  estimates  which  caused  some 
amusement  in  certain  quarters — ^namely,  **  Bal- 
nealogist, £1,000."  He  would  like  to  know 
what  steps  had  been  taken  to  get  this  most 
desirable  officer.  He  found  in  Dr.  MacGregor's 
report  of  last  year  the  following : — 

"  The  Government  have  sent  instructions  to 
the  Agent-Gtoneral  to  select  an  officer  who 
shall  be  competent  to  take  entire  charge  of  all 
the  thermal  springs  of  the  colony.  This  whole 
department  has  hitherto  suffered  from  the  want 
of  a  suitable  governing  organization." 

And  again  this  year  he  said, — 

<•  The  Government  have  determined  to  ap- 
point an  expert  in  hydro-therapeutics  to  take 
charge  of  the  organization  of  our  thermal- 
springs  district,"  and  goes  on  to  say — *'  so  that 
before  long  we  may  expect  to  see  the  chaotic 
state  of  things  that  has  hitherto  prevailed, 
owing  to  divided  responsibility,  entirely  super- 
seded and  replaced  by  an  intelligent  oi^aniza- 
tion  for  which  one  man  shall  be  responsible." 

There  was  no  doubt  that  a  head  of  some  kind 
in  the  thermal-springs  district,  to  have  control 
of  the  whole  system  and  baths,  was  an  absolute 
necessity  if  we  intended  to  keep  the  tourist 
traffic  in  the  same  position  as  it  was  at 
present. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
the  Government  had  not  lost  eight  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  had  been  in  communication  with  the 
Agent-General.  On  the  18th  February  last 
the  Agent- General  was  instructed  to  make  in- 
quiries at  Home  as  to  a  reliable  expert  person 
to  take  charge  of  the  thermal  springs  of  the 
colony.  Negotiations  had  been  going  on  since 
that  time.  At  the  end  of  last  year  the  Agent- 
General  invited  applications,  and,  after  selecting 
the  fittest  applicant  he  could  get,  he  was  in- 
structed to  offer  him  a  salary  of  £800  per 
annum.  The  applicant,  however,  declined  to 
accept  a  salary  unless  he  was  also  allowed 
to  receive  fees  for  professional  advice.  That 
would  mean  that  we  would  be  giving  a 
salary  of  £800  for  a  gentleman  to  look  after  the 
thermal  springs  of  &e  colony  at  Rotorua,  and 
that  he  could  charge  fees  to  all  the  people  who 
went  there  for  treatment.  The  Ghovemment 
did  not  see  its  way  to  agree  to  that;  they 
could  not  agree  to  allow  a  Civil  servant,  who 
was  receiving  a  salary  of  £800,  to  charge  fees 
to  every  one  who  went  to  the  springs ;  they 
did  not  think  it  a  proper  thing  to  do,  and,  con- 
seauently,  the  negotiations  with  that  applicant 
fell  through.  At  the  present  time  the  Agent- 
C^eneral  had  authority  to  look  around  and  see 
if  he  could  get  a  suitable  person  whom  he  could 
recommend  to  the  Government.  The  Govern- 
ment thought  they  ought  to  get  a  very  fair 
officer  for  i^BOO  per  annum. 

WAIKOUAITI  NATIVE  ROADS. 
Mr.  PARATA  (Southern  Maori)  asked  the 
Colonial    Secretary,    Whether    he   has   con- 
sidered the  petition  of  Tiemi  Hipi,  of  Wai- 
kooaiti   asking  for  legislation  to  provide  for 
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the  formation  of  &  Boad  Board  to  confirm  to 
the  Natives  of  that  plaoe  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  their  own  roads  ?  The  Natives  and 
half-oastes  in  that  settlement  had  often  ap- 
pealed to  the  County  Ooanoil  of  Waikouaiti  to 
repair  these  roads,  but  they  could  not  get  as- 
fistanoe  from  the  local  body.  The  only  money 
expended  on  these  roads  was  the  money  voted 
by  the  House.  The  reserve  was  three  thousand 
acres  in  area,  and  although  the  Natives  paid 
rates,  paid  the  sheep-tax  and  the  dog-tax,  they 
got  no  benefit  from  that  taxation.  The 
Natives  interested  had  petitioned  Parliament 
to  see  if  they  could  not  get  authority  to  form 
themselves  into  a  Boad  Board. 

Mr.  CABBOLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said 
that  under  section  5  of  **The  Boad  Boards  Act, 
1882,*'  County  Councils  had  the  power  to  con- 
Btitute|Boad  Board  districts  upon  the  petition  of 
two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers  within  the  area 
of  such  proposed  district.  He  did  not  gather 
from  the  explanation  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  they  had  exhausted  that  course  laid 
down  by  the  law :  that  was  to  say,  they  had 
not  petitioned  the  County  Council  for  the  con- 
stitution of  a  Boad  Board  district.  Therefore 
he  would  advise  them  to  approach  the  County 
Council  by  petition,  and  if  they  failed  to  get 
what  they  desired,  then  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  approach  Parliament. 

NELSON  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City)  asked  the 
Government,  Why,  in  complying  with  an  order 
of  this  House,  dated  the  12tb  July  last,  to  lay 
on  the  table  a  copy  of  all  correspondence  in  re- 
ference to  a  complaint  that  the  Nelson  School 
Committees  were  infringing  the  Education  Act, 
only  two  extracts  from  the  letter  preferring  the 
complaint  are  included ;  and  further  asked  the 
Gk>Temment  to  now  supply  a  copy  of  the  com- 
plete letter  in  question,  in  conformity  with  the 
order  of  the  House  ?  This  question  had  two 
important  aspects.  When  a  complaint  was 
preferred  against  a  public  body,  that  had  no 
right  to  be  done  anonymously.  Yet  the  Go- 
vernment had  called  upon  a  body  like  the 
Nelson  Education  Board  to  answer  an  anony- 
mous complaint,  by  suppressing  the  name  of 
its  correspondent.  Then,  instead  of  the  cor- 
respondence he  had  asked  for,  and  which  the 
House  had  ordered,  being  laid  on  the  table, 
merely  two  extracts  from  this  complaint  had 
been  laid  before  the  House.  Surely  it  was 
proper,  when  the  House  ordered  correspondence 
to  be  laid  on  the  table,  that  the  order  of  the 
House  should  be  fully  complied  with.  He 
asked  this  question  wi&  a  few  of  getting  the 
whole  correspondence  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  PubUc 
Works|  said  the  reply  of  the  department  was 
that  tne  whole  of  the  correspondence  in  con- 
nection with  this  particular  matter  had  been 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said.  Oh,  no ;  there  were  only 
two  extracts  from  a  letter. 

Mr.  HALLJONES  said  the  remainder  of 
the  letter,  perhaps,  referred  to  other  subjects. 
Mr.  Parata 


The  whole  of  the  correspondence  in  regard  to 
this  particular  matter  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  this  was  an  important 
matter.  The  House  had  ordered  it,  and  was 
entitled  to  the  letter.  If  there  were  private 
matters  referred  to,  such  paragraphs  could  be 
suppressed ;  but  it  was  setting  tne  House  at 
defiance  to  lay  only  two  extracts  from  the 
correspondence  on  the  table.  Unfortunately, 
it  was  only  too  much  in  keeping  with  the  )Bon- 
dnct  of  the  Government,  and  &ere  seemed  to 
be  no  redress. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  that  eveiything 
referring  to  this  particular  subject  bad  been 
laid  on  the  table,  m  accordance  with  the  order 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  correspondence  had 
not  been  given— only  two  extracts. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  had  only  to  repeat  that 
the  whole  of  the  letter  referring  to  this  subject 
had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

BAY  OP  PLENTY  CBOWN  LANDS. 
Mr.  HEBBIES  (Bay  of  Plenty)  asked  the 
Ministei  of  Lands,  Whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  open  for  close  settlement  all  Crown  landa 
in  (he  Bay  of  Plenty  district  suitable  for  the 
same  ?  This  was  a  question  of  very  large  im- 
portance to  the  district  he  represented.  He 
knew  there  was  a  large  amount  of  Crown  lands 
there,  a  great  portion  of  which  would  be  suit- 
able for  close  settlement.  If  the  Minister  in- 
structed an  officer  of  the  department  to  inauir^ 
thoroughly  into  the  matter  a  great  benefit  to 
the  district  would  be  the  result.  The  Minister 
need  have  no  fear  of  the  success  of  any  settle- 
ment in  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  for  every  settlement 
started  there  had  been  a  success,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Canterbury  Settlement,  which 
had  not  been  a  success  on  account  of  the  land 
being  undrainable.  Even  the  old  Katikati 
Settlement,  which  was  a  private  speculation, 
had  been,  on  the  whole,  successful,  considering 
the  land  upon  which  the  settlement  had  taken 

Elace.  Then,  take  the  settlements  instituted 
y  the  present  Ministry — Pongakawa,  Papa- 
moa  No.  1,  Papamoa  No.  2,  and,  last  of  all, 
Opuriao«  The  Minister  knew  they  had  all  been 
unqualified  successes;  so  that  if  more  land 
was  opened  up  for  settlement  it  would  be  bene- 
ficial not  only  to  the  district,  but  to  the  country 
at  large. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
the  question  was  rather  indefinite,  inasmuch 
as  it  did  not  state  what  particular  Crown  land 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to.  The 
department  informed  him  that,  generally,  the 
whole  of  the  land  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty  waa 
open  for  settlement.  It  vras  the  duty  of  the 
Land  Board  of  Auckland  to  see  that  sufficient 
land  was  kept  open  for  settlement,  but  it  had 
been  found  that  after  going  to  the  expense  of 
making  surveys  of  blocks  the  land  was  not  re- 
quired. If  it  was  the  desire  to  have  land  for 
settlement,  and  indications  were  given  to  the 
Land  Department  at  Auckland  that  such  was 
the  case,  and  that  any  portions  of  the  ooontiy 
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would  be  token  up  after  sarvey,  it  would  be 
surveyed  and  pat  in  the  market.  He  should 
be  glad  to  have  a  direction  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  as  to  what  land  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty 
he  thought  would  be  likely  to  be  taken  up  if  fehe 
department  went  to  the  expense  of  surveying 
for  that  f>uzpose. 

SEAMEN'S  DISOHABGE-FOBMS. 

Mr.  MILLAB  (Dunedin  Oity)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  Whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  at  onoe  stop  the  issue  of  continuous  dis- 
oharge-focms  for  seamen,  and  have  them  re- 
l^aoed  by  single  forms,  as  is  the  custom  in 
Qreat  Britain  and  the  Australian  Colonies  ? 

Mr.  HALLJONES  (Minister  of  Marine) 
said  there  was  no  objection  made  by  the 
department  to  the  issue  of  single  discharge- 
forms.  There  was  a  difierenoe  of  opinion  on 
this  matter.  A  continuous  discharge-form 
showed  a  man's  record  from  the  time  he  first 
shipped  up  to  his  last  discharge,  and  was  pre- 
fetred  by  many  to  the  single  discharge,  which 
referred  to  the  one  vessel  only.  In  Victoria 
both  systems,  he  believed,  were  in  operation, 
and  both  were  permitted  in  New  Zealand.  He 
was  not  aware  of  sufficient  reason  for  making 
the  alteration  suggested. 

MB.  MOSS. 

Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata)  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  the  attention  of  the  Government  has 
been  called  to  the  alleged  arbitrary  conduct  of 
Mr.  Moss  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  Baro- 
tonga  on  the  27th  June,  and  have  the  Govern- 
ment appointed  his  successor  ?  His  reason  for 
asking  this  question  was  that  an  issue  of  the 
loi  Karanga^  a  Barotonga  paper,  of  the  2nd 
July,  was  sent  to  him,  which  reported  a  condi- 
tion of  thiugs  which  he  thought  it  desirable,  as 
soon  as  possible,  should  be  removed.  He  did 
not  intend  to  make  any  remarks  in  the  way  of 
a  charge  against  Mr.  Moss,  because  that  ffentle- 
man  ¥%s  not  here  to  defend  himself ;  but  in 
the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  island 
the  sooner  the  Gtovemment  appointed  a  suc- 
cessor to  Mr.  Moss  the  better  for  all  concerned. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  hia  attention 
was  not  directed  specially  to  this  matter. 
He  had  read  the  paper  alluded  to,  and  the 
article  respecting  the  meeting  for  the  election 
of  the  Hospital  Committee.  He  knew  of  the 
action  taken  by  Queen  Makea.  He  thought 
the  oonrse  which  the  Government  proposed  to 
take,  and  had  advised,  was  the  wise  course. 
Without  at  all  detracting  from  the  very  valu- 
able Services  Mr.  Moss  had  rendered  at  Baro- 
songa,  still  the  time  had  come  for  a  change, 
and  the  Government  had  under  consideration 
at  the  present  time  the  appointment  of  a 
sncoessor. 

Mr.  MONK.— How  soon  will  this  take  place  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  intended,  he  might 
■ay,  that  the  Governor  should  proceed  to  the 
ielaiid ;  but,  as  matters  had  eventuated,  that 
proposal  would  have  to  be  abandoned,  and  the 
Government  would  have  to  appoint  a  Besident 
and  let  him  take  the  position.  Probably  the 
Governor  would  proceed  to  the  island  later  on. 


He  hoped  in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to  announce 
the  successor  of  Mr.  Moss. 

NELSON  PBISON. 

Mr.  GBAHAM  (Nelson  City)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter  of  Justice,  Whether  he  is  aware  (l)that 
Her  Majesty's  prison  at  Nelson  has  been  closed 
for  several  months  past,  and  that  the  present 
police-station  building  has  been  gazetted  and 
used  as  a  police  prison  in  its  stead ;  (2)  is  the 
Minister  further  aware  that  such  police-station 
building  is  most  inconvenient  and  unsuitable 
for  the  purposes  of  a  prison,  and  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  any  lengthened  period  to  provide 
for  the  accommodation  of  persons  who  may  be 
awaiting  trial ;  and  (8)  will  the  Minister,  under 
the  circumstances,  cause  the  at  present  unused 
gaol  to  be  sazetted  as  a  police  prison  and 
station  combined,  seeing  that  it  possesses 
the  necessanr  conveniences  and  acconmioda- 
tion  required  for  such  a  purpose  ?  This  ques- 
tion referred  to  the  present  very  unsatis- 
factory state  of  afiairs  in  Nelson  with  regard 
to  the  accommodation  provided  for  prisoners. 
Nelson  at  present  was  in  ihe  anomalous  posi- 
tion that,  whilst  there  was  an  existing  gaol 
building,  with  all  conveniences  and  require- 
ments necessary  for  the  accommodation  of 
prisoners,  that  building  had  been  closed,  and 
the  police*station  buildings,  which  were  abso- 
lutely unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  had  been 
gazetted  as  a  police  prison  instead.  He  did 
not  know  whether  this  was  intended  as  a  tem- 
porary provision  or  whether  it  was  intended  to  be 
permanently  continued.  He  put  the  question 
on  the  Order  Paper  with  the  view  of  eliciting 
information  from  the  Minister,  and  to  get  an 
assurance  from  him  one  way  or  the  other.  The 
honourable  gentleman  must  be  aware  of  the 
fact,  which  could  be  readily  proved,  that  the 
police-station  was  exceedingly  unsatisfactory 
and  inconvenient — in  fact,  absolutely  unsuit- 
able for  the  purpose  of  a  police  prison.  He 
would  find  that  what  he  (Mr.  Graham)  had 
stated  was  correct.  The  gaol,  which  had  been 
closed,  on  the  other  band,  had  every  con- 
venience that  was  required.  If  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  Government  to  close  one  or  other 
building,  the  police-station  was  the  one  to  close, 
and  he  would  strongly  urge  upon  the  Minister 
the  desirability  of  reopening  the  Nelson  Gaol 
as  a  police-station  and  prison  combined,  and 
utilise  the  present  station  for  other  purposes 
connected  with  the  service  ;  otherwise  prisoners 
would  have  to  be  sent  to  Wellington,  thus  not 
only  incurring  cost  in  the  transmission  of 
prisoners,  but  also  for  police-officers  to  accom- 
pany them  backwards  and  forwards.  This  was 
an  entirely  unnecessary  expense,  in  view  of  the 
existence  of  the  local  gaol.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  hoped  to  receive  from  the 
Ministry  a  satisfactory  reply. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Justice) 
said  this  was  a  matter  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  manifested  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest, judging  by  the  way  in  which  he  had  im- 
pressed the  matter  upon  him,  and  he  was  glad 
to  be  able  to  give  an  answer  which,  he  was 
sure,  would  be  very  satisfactory.    The  prison  at 


Digitized  by 


Google 


:864 


Electoral  BolU. 


[HOnSB.]  Electoral  BoUs.  [Aug.  9 


Kelson  ha4  been  closed  for  Bome  months,  and 
the  present  police-station  proclaimed  a  police 
gaol.  This,  however,  was  only  a  temporary 
arrangement,  as  the  police-station  was  most 
inconvenient  and  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  of 
a  prison,  consequently  it  was  not  intended  to 
confine  prisoners  there  for  any  length  of  time. 
The  present  intention  was  to  transfer  the 
police-station  at  Nelson  to  the  prison,  as  the 
latter  was  more  commodious  and  more  suitable 
for  all  purposes  than  the  present  building. 
Immediately  this  was  done  the  prison  would 
be  proclaimed  a  police  gaol,  and  the  station 
buildings  would  be  utilised  as  quarters  for 
married  officers.  He  trusted  the  answer  would 
be  satisfactory  to  the  honourable  gentleman. 

ELECTORAL  ROLLS. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  (Bay  of  Islands)  asked  the 
Colonial  Secretarv,  Whether  any  steps  can  be 
taken  to  assist  the  Registrars  of  Electors  in 
making  inquiries  respecting  the  validity  of 
claims  for  enrolment  received  by  them ;  and 
whether  he  will  give  instructions  to  Registrars 
to  have  the  names  of  those  struck  ofi  the  rolls 
reinstated  ?  This  question  was  divided  into 
two  parts.  With  regard  to  the  first  part,  he 
wished  to  refer  to  the  great  disadvantage  under 
the 'system  now  in  existence.  Forms  of  enrol- 
ment were  sent  in  from  time  to  time  from 
different  parts  of  the  district,  and  personally 
the  Registrar  of  Electors  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  persons  whose  names  were  placed  on 
the  electoraJ  roll.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
Registrar  to  know  them  all.  He  was  safe  in 
saying  that  many  bogus  claims  were  sent  in 
to  the  Registrar,  and  were  being  sent  at  the 
present  moment,  and  he  hoped  the  Minis- 
ter would  devise  some  means  to  assist  the 
Registrar  in  finding  out  whether  the  claims 
were  bogus  or  otherwise.  As  regarded  the 
second  part  of  the  question,  it  happened  in  the 
past,  and  probably  would  occur  in  the  future, 
that  many  names  were  struck  off  the  rolls  for 
no  sufficient  reason,  and  many  persons  who  did 
not  see  the  roll  from  one  general  election  to 
another  had  no  means  of  knowing  whether 
their  names  were  on  or  off  the  roll,  and  the 
result  was  that  when  they  came  to  vote  they 
foimd  they  had  no  right  to  be  there.  He 
thought  that  the  Registrar  should  have  some 
power  to  have  those  names  reinstated,  after  he 
found  out  how  they  were  struck  off  the  roll. 
He  hoped  that  the  Minister  would  be  able  to 
devise  some  means  to  rectify  this  state  of 
things,  which  existed  at  the  present  time, 
especially  amongst  the  Registrars  in  the 
country  electorates. 

Mr.  CARROLL    (Colonial  Secretary)   said 
that  no  doubt  the  question  was  a  very  im- 
portant one,  and  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Gk>- 
vemment  that  the  electoral  rolls  of  the  colony 
for  the   various  districts  should  be  as  alive 
aad  as  complete  as  possible.    He  might  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman,  regarding  the  first  part 
of   the  question,  that   the  police  had  been 
instructed  from  time  to  time  to  give  every 
.  assistance  possible  in  their  power  to  the  Regis- 
•  trars  of  Electors  in  placing  names  upon  the 
Mr.  2*.  ThompBon 


rolls,  and  also  to  assist  in  the  identifioation  of 
those  claiming  enrolment.  They  would  be  of 
considerable  help  to  the  Registrars  of  Eleotors, 
especially  in  cases  where,  as  alluded  to  by  th« 
honourable  gentleman,  there  were  bogus  olaima 
sent  in.  The  Registrars  would  submit  tha 
names  sent  in  for  enrolment  to  the  police  in 
the  various  localities  from  which  these  applica- 
tions came.  He  would  have  great  pleasure  in 
having  those  instructions  reissued  to  the  police. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  second  part  of  tba 
question,  he  might  say  that  all  persons  whose 
names  were  struck  off  the  electoral  rolls  were 
so  notified,  and  forms  of  enrolment  were  sent 
to  each  one  of  them  so  struck  off,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  again  apply  for  enrolment,  and 
the  Registrar  had  power,  under  section  22  of 
the  Ace  of  1693,  to  re-enroll  those  whom  he 
considered  entitled  to  be  placed  there.  Section 
22  of  the  Act  read  as  follows : — 

*<  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Registrar  to 
make  the  rolls  as  complete  as  possible,  and, 
with  that  object,  from  time  to  time  to  place 
thereon,  or  add  thereto,  the  name  of  every 
person  of  whose  qualification  as  an  elector  be 
IS  satisfied ;  and  it  shall,  further,  be  his  duty 
to  assure  himself  of  the  right  of  every  person  to 
have  his  name  retained  upon  the  roU." 

Those  were  the  instructions  under  section  22. 
Now,  he  proposed  to  issue  a  circular  to  all 
Registrars  of  Electors  in  the  colony  reminding 
them  of  that  particular  section,  the  same  as 
was  done  in  the  year  1881  by  the  Government 
then  in  power,  and  asking  them  to  act  there- 
under. 

TOKORAHI-WINDSOR  TRAIN-SERVIOB. 
Major  STEWARD  (Waiti^i)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter for  Railways,  Whether  he  will  accede  to 
the  request  of  settlers  at  Tokorahi  by  making 
a  trial  of  a  tri-weekly  train-service  between 
Tokorahi  and  Windsor,  instead  of  the  present 
bi-weekly  service?  He  said  Tokorahi,  the 
place  mentioned  in  this  question,  was  situated 
at  the  terminus  of  one  of  the  branch  lines  from 
Oamaru,  and  there  had  been  a  very  laige 
amount  of  settlement  established  there  in  the 
past  two  years  or  so,  owing  to  the  Government 
having  purchased  a  large  estate  there  and 
settled  it  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Aot. 
Owing  to  the  peculiar  local  circumstances  the 
settlers  had  only  what  was  called  an  inter- 
mittent train-service  with  Oamaru,  wfaloh 
was  their  market  town.  On  certain  days  the 
train  which  ran  to  Windsor  ran  on  to  the 
Tokorahi  terminus,  and  on  certain  days  to 
Ngapara,  and  vice  vend  from  those  places  to 
Oamaru.  Now,  the  settlers  complained  that 
under  this  arrangement  they  had  only  an 
opportunity  to  go  into  Oamaru  twice  a  week, 
wnereas  thejr  asked  that  they  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  doing  it  thrice  a  week.  A 
similar  request  was  preferred  last  year,  he 
thought,  but  the  department  did  not  then  aee 
its  way  to  accede  to  it.  Representations  had 
since  been  made  to  himself  as  member  for  the 
district,  and  through  him  to  the  Minister,  to 
the  effect  that  it  would  pay  the  departnlent  to 
give  the  further  facility  asked  for.    He  there- 
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fore  hoped  the  honotmble  gentleman  would, 
as  snggested  in  this  question,  give  the  matter 
a  trial.  II  the  Minister  found  it  did  not  pay, 
of  oonrse  the  settlers  would  have  to  put  up 
with  a  less  frequent  servioe.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Minister  found  the  representations 
of  the  settlers  borne  out  by  the  results,  then  he 
hoped  the  tri-weekly  servioe  would  be  made 
permanent. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said, 
so  far  as  he  could  gather,  the  business  at  Toko- 
rabi  did  not  warrant  putting  on  an  additional 
train ;  and,  so  far  as  the  honourable  member's 
suggestion  was  oonoemed,  he  could  only  say 
this :  He  had  given  trials  for  extra  trains  on  the 
representations  made  b^  members  and  by  people 
residing  in  different  districts — ^he  supposed  ne 
had  maide  about  a  dozen  trials  in  difierent  parts 
of  the  colony  in  response  to  requests  for 
additional  services,  and  in  only  one  case  had 
the  trial  been  a  success.  That  being  so,  he  had 
to  rely  on  the  opinions  of  his  own  officers  as  to 
the  business  done  warranting  additional  ser- 
vices. Ngapara  had  four  services  weekly,  as 
against  two  to  Tokorahi.  He  thought  the  best 
solution  of  the  question  would  be  for  the  settlers 
of  the  two  districts  to  arrange  to  have  three 
services  weekly  each;  that  would  be  a  fair 
solution  of  the  difficulty.  If  the  settlers  would 
agree  to  that,  he  would  try  and  arrange  the 
services  accordingly. 

GOVERNMENT    ADVANCES    TO 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

„  OQ         On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be 
'     '    read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riccarton).— Sir,  before 
this  Bill'  is  read  a  third  time  I  hope  the 
Minister  of  Lands  will  say  if  he  is  going  to 
fulfil  the  promise  that  he  made  as  to  laying 
upon  the  table  a  return  showing  the  number  of 
cases — ^not  with  the  names  of  the  individuals — 
in  which  advances  have  been  made  to  settlers 
wlio  were  in  arrears  with  their  rents  to  the 
<kown.  We  have  had  no  statement  of  that 
kind. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— I  gave  it  to  you  in 
answer  to  a  question  the  other  day. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Oh,  no.  You  said  that 
you  spoke  only  from  memory,  and  you  said 
you  would  give  a  departmental  return;  and 
I  am  not  going  to  be  satisfied  until  that 
retom  is  on  the  table.  It  is  not  right  that 
the  House  should  be  put  off  by  answers  of 
that  kind ;  and  the  Eiouse  and  the  country 
should  know  precisely  what  is  the  position 
in  that  respect.  I  am  very  glad  if  it  is  the 
ease  that  only  one  settler  in  arrears  had  re- 
oeived  advances  under  this  Act.  I  shall  be 
most  glad  if  it  is  so;  but,  if  it  is  not  so, 
the  country  should  know  the  state  of  this 
matter.  And  it  is  this  kind  of  criticism  upon 
the  action  of  the  Government  that  secures 
the  proper  administration  of  an  Act  of  this 
kind.  I  do  not  say  it  is  not  being  properly 
administered,  but  I  say  it  is  essential  that  we 
should  have  the  evidence  on  this  matter  before 
OS.  I  know  of  two  cases  at  least — and,  of  course, 
my  own  experience  is  only  a  small  one — where 


advances  have  .been  made  that  are  practically 
to  secure  the  rentals  to  be  paid  to  the  Orown. 
We  •have  two  departments— the  Advances  ta 
Settlers  Department  and  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Department:  and  the  returns  for  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Department  may  appear 
— I  do  not  say  whether  it  is  so  or  not,  because 
we  are  entirely  kept  in  the  dark — very  satis- 
factory ;  but  they  would  be  most  unsatisfactory 
if  on  inquiry  it  should  appear  that  advances 
were  made  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act 
to  enable  people  to  pay  their  rents. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City).— Mr. 
Speaker,  I  regret  to  have  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House  for  a  few  minutes,  but  the  unfortu- 
nate system  adopted  of  bringing  Bills  forward 
from  last  session  brings  about  this  position :  that 
the  objections  urged  in  Committee  are  not  on 
record 

Mr.  SEDDON.— This  Bill  was  not  before  us^ 
last  session.  It  was  introduced  this  session 
for  the  first  time. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Well,  being  absent  from  the 
colony,  I  was  a  fortnight  late  in  taking  my 
seat  in  the  House,  and  it  must  have  been 
introduced  before  I  arrived.  That,  probably,, 
will  be  the  explanation.  I  thought  it  was  one 
of  those  carried  forward  from  last  session,  but 
apparently  I  am  wrong.  At  any  rate,  I  did 
not  hear  the  second-reading  debate,  and  I  do- 
not  know  what  was  urged  then,  but,  as 
far  as  I  know,  it  was  a  very  brief  debate 
indeed;  whereas  in  Committee  on  various 
clauses  of  the  Bill  there  was  a  full  and  free 
discussion,  and  a  great  deal  of  objection  was 
urged,  and  I  feel  at  least  that  I  am  called 
upon  to  put  such  objections  as  I  urged  on 
record.  Now,  I  do  not  think  that  this  system 
of  borrowing  for  advances  to  settlers  is  good  in 
principle ;  and,  further,  the  reason  given  for  its 
introduction  does  not  now  exist.  It  was  in- 
troduced professedly  because  the  rates  of  in- 
terest prevailing  were  high.  It  was  introduced 
at  a  st€^e  when  there  was  a  general  fall  in  the 
rate  of  interest  all  over  the  world,  and,  if  at 
the  time  that  fall  had  not  reached  New  Zea- 
land, through  the  alarm  caused  by  Government 
legislation  it  has  fully  done  so  now,  and  so, 
with  the  rates  of  interest  prevailing  in  this 
country  now,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  no  occa- 
sion whatever  for  the  Government  further  con- 
tinuing this  department.  I  find,  for  instance^ 
from  the  returns  laid  on  the  table  from  the 
Australian  Mutual  Provident  Society,  that  that 
society  has  now  invested  on  mortgage  in  this 
country  £1,475,653;  the  National  Mutual 
Association,  £150,793 ;  and  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  investments  of  these  two 
societies  in  this  country  since  1891  of  £600,000. 
Now,  that  in  itself  is  a  considerable  sum  of 
money,  and,  as  you  are  aware,  the  Australian 
Mutual  Provident  Society  have  been  adver- 
tising money  at  4}  per  cent,  for  two  years. 
They  have,  it  is  said,  made  investments  at 
4|  per  cent.,  and  they  are  still  freely  offering 
money  at  4^  per  cent.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  by  the  department  in  getting 
quit  of  this  million  and  a  naif  of  Government 
money.    It  has  taken  two  years  to  find  invest- 
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ment;  and  I  soaroely  think,  in  the  laoa  of 
other  institutions  offering  money  at  a  less  rate, 
that  such  difficulties  will  decrease,  or  that 
there  is  any  need  for  the  Gk>vemment  going 
further  in  connection  with  this  scheme.  These 
flooieties  are  not  short  of  money.  The  Aus- 
tralian Mutual  Provident  Society,  besides  the 
investment  I  have  mentioned  of  £1,475,000, 
have,  I  am  credibly  told,  £150,000  invested  in 
New  Zealand  Consols  at  3}  per  cent.  That 
shaws  that  plenty  of  money  is  available,  and 
I  quote  that  case  because  the  society  is 
one  of  the  largest  financial  institutions  in  the 
colony.  It  shows  they  have  an  abundance 
of  money  when  they  are  content  to  invest  at 
8}  per  cent,  in  Consols;  so  that  we  can  feel 
assured  there  will  be  no  danger,  unless  during 
some  financial  crisis,  of  money  not  being  forth- 
coming in  future  from  4}  per  cent,  to  5  per 
cent.,  and  so  lower  than  the  rate  at  which  the 
Government  propose  to  lend  ic.  And  there- 
fore, if  the  necessity  for  this  Act  rested  on  the 
prevailing  high  rates  of  interest,  prolonged  here 
by  a  sense  of  insecurity,  that  has  now  ceased, 
and  there  is  no  further  need  to  continue  in  that 
direction.  Again,  one  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment Life  I^urance  Department  is  to  lend 
money  on  mortgage,  and  in  connection  with 
that  department  they  are  bound  by  law  not  to 
invest  in  Government  securities  above  one- 
fourth  of  their  funds.  But  the  Government 
have  continued  to  divert  that  monev,  although 
at  the  present  time  the  amount  which  is  so  held 
is  proportionately  less  than  it  was  previously. 
They  still  hold  £827,828;  whereas  the  total 
amount  of  the  quota  of  the  Government  Life 
Insurance  Fund  which  is  entitled  to  be  invested 
in  (Government  securities  is  £681,000.  The 
Government,  therefore,  are  diverting  what  the 
law  provides  as  a  fund  for  investment  on  mort- 
gage, and  in  that  they  are  unable  to  comply 
with  the  law  by  diversion  of  investment  to  this 
department  is  a  further  reason  why  they  should 
not  proceed  with  this  scheme.  This  depart- 
ment, by  figures  quoted,  is  being  wrongfully 
used  for  Government  finance,  depriving  mem- 
bers of  the  higher  mortgage  rates  that  should 
be  earned.  Then,  I  dislike  very  much  this 
system  of  the  Government  for  a  further  reason 
of  seund  public  policy.  Whenever  the  Govern- 
ment raise  a  public  loan  for  a  lending  purpose 
it  is  in  effect  a  permanent  transference  of  such 
mortgages  to  the  London  bondholder.  The 
colony  has  now  to  remit  £45,000  per  annum  to 
London.  While  mortgages  have  always  ex- 
isted, and  will  perhaps  exist  to  the  end  of 
time,  I  hold  that  as  far  as  possible  they 
ought  to  be  confined  to  private  mortgagees 
wi&in  the  colony.  If  a  man  executes  a  mort- 
gage for  from  three  to  seven  years — which  is 
about  the  extreme  length  which  mortgages  cus- 
tomarily run — upon  its  expiry  he  may  be  able 
to  redeem  it.  At  any  rate,  at  the  worst  he 
may  repay  it  by  borrowing  the  money  from 
some  other  mortgagee  amongst  ourselves,  and  if 
flo  the  interest  is  retained  in  the  colony ;  but 
this  borrowing  by  the  Government  means  the 
transference  of  the  mortgage  interest  to  the 
bondholder  in  London — it  becomes  part  of  the 
Mr.  Duthu 


public  debt  of  the  colony  and  vtUI  never  be 
redeemed.  The  colony  has  permanently  parted 
with  this  share  of  its  birthright,  and  this  trans- 
ference to  London  in  connection  wiUi  this 
scheme  and  the  land-purchase  scheme  must 
ultimately  bring  about  exactly  the  state  of 
things  that  prevails  in  Ireland.  The  absentee 
landlord,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  impoverished 
and  80  degraded  that  country,  and  we  here  ara 
now,  under  this  Bill  and  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act,  raising  up  absentee  landlordism  by 
creating  an  abiding  lien  to  the  bondholders  on 
the  freehold  of  our  country.  Such  profligate 
finance  must  eventually  and  soon  teU  heavily 
against  this  colony.  The  debt  which  by  this 
scheme  is  being  placed  upon  the  lands  of 
the  country  becomes  a  permanent  colonial 
debt,  and  must  soon  seriously  militate 
against  the  interests  of  this  country  and  very 
much  affect  its  future  prosperity.  I  therefore 
protest  against  any  such  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.  Then,  I  object  to  it 
as  well,  because,  listening  to  the  'Treasurer 
this  afternoon,  I  think  there  is  foreshadowed  in 
the  Financial  Statement  further  borrowing.  I 
am  not  quite  sure  as  to  the  exact  amount ;  it  ia 
somewhere,  I  think,  between  £500,000  and  a 
million,  just  as  the  Treasurer  can  secure  sup- 
port, and  it  means,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  early 
large  conversions  of  the  short-dated  debentures 
held  by  the  departments  into  inscribed  stock — 
in  other  words,  a  surreptitious  transference  of 
more  debt  to  the  London 'market.  If  we  were 
to  openly,  as  we  ought,  approach  the  London 
market  in  connection  with  these  loans,  or  vnth 
that  foreshadowed  in  the  Financial  Statement, 
and  only  in  that  way  to  secure  the  best  terms, 
we  ought  to  have  regard  to  the  condition  exiat- 
Log  in  the  London  market.  You  are  probably 
aware.  Sir,  that  this  colony  is  not  now  in  very 
good  repute  in  London.  Various  questionaUa 
transactions  stand  against  us.  Some  here  may 
think  these  transactions  are  all  right,  and  the 
Premier  may  assure  us  that  all  is  well,  but  cer- 
tain London  financial  people  do  not  consider  so. 
I  refer  to  a  very  active  and  influential  bo^« 
the  Foreign  Bondholders — interested  over  New 
Plymouth  ;  also  those  connected  with  the  Mid- 
land Railway,  whose  feelings  at  the  present 
moment  are  very  acute.  We  are  also  under  a 
deep  shadow  in  connection  with  mining  and 
the  legislation  affecting  the  same. 

An  Hon.  Msmbsb.— And  the  Manawatu  RaU- 
way. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Yes,  the  Manawatu  Railway 
adds  to  our  doubtfuls.  All  these  are  amongsk 
the  things  which  create  a  tendency  adverse  to 
this  country  approaching  the  [London  moneys 
market.  In  support  of  this  view,  we  had  a 
warning  only  the  other  day,  when  Western 
Australia  tried  the  London  market  and  only 
succeeded  in  raising  half  its  loan;  and  stiu 
more  should  we  take  as  a  warning  the  faot 
of  what  happened  a  few  months  ago  in  con- 
nection with  the  Swiss  loan.  There  is  no  one 
can  deny  that  the  finances  of  Switzerland  are 
strong,  and  they  sought  to  convert  their  8i-pei- 
cent.  loan,  raised  in  1887,  into  8-per-cenfei; 
they  asked  for  tenders  in  the  puUio  market. 
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And  only  a  very  small  part  was  sabsoribed, 
the  Eeason  attribated  being  that  the  market 
did  not  like  to  hold  atook  of  the  socia- 
listio  order  contemplated  by  the  Swiss  in  pro- 
posing to  purohase  their  railways;  so  that, 
however  sound  the  general  finance  of  that 
country  may  be,  there  is  the  fact  that  the  loan 
was  received  with  disfavour,  and  that  it  was  a 
figure.  In  our  own  experience  we  f ued  very 
badly  indeed  in  connection  with  the  first 
loan  at  the  time  it  was  floated,  and  we  may 
enfier  severely  if  we  again  approach  the  Lon- 
don market  for  this  object.  These  points,  I 
think,  ought  to  receive  consideration,  and  for 
my  part  I  think  it  is  indeed  regrettable  that 
we  should  approach  the  London  market  to  bor- 
row money  for  this  purpose  at  all  when  there 
is  really  no  need  for  it.  Probably,  however, 
the  Government  will  adopt  the  still  more 
vicious  system  of  smuggling  this  loan  on!  to 
London  by  issuing  short  debentures  under  the 
Consolidated  Stock  Act  and  speedily  convert- 
ing them  into  inscribed  stock.  The  ostensible 
need  for  the  advances- to- settlers  scheme  has 
now  passed  away,  if  it  ever  existed,  and  for 
the  reasons  detailed  I  am  strongly  of  opinion 
that  we  should  not  go  further  in  creating  per- 
manent public  debt  against  our  lands.  Then, 
I  take  exception  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
aooonnts  in  connection  with  the  advances  to 
settlers  are  stated.  There  is,  for  instance, 
zetuzned  as  an  asset  the  whole  of  the  loss  and 
ooets  incidental  to  flotation.  This  amounts 
to  no  less  than  £105,897.  It  is  amazing  to 
find  this  returned  as  an  asset.  What  have 
we  come  to  ?  Is  this  due  to  departmental  in- 
efficiency or  Ministerial  coercion?  Whatever 
this  is  due  to  it  is  simply  a  deficiency — a  debt 
which  ought  to  stand  out  as  a  loss  until  such 
time  as  it  is  reooupNsd  from  accruing  interest. 
The  practice  is  vicious.  The  accounts  ought 
not  to  be  so  stated.  There  is  also  a  balance 
unliquidated  of  £5,276  Os.  lOd.  for  working- 
expenses.  That  is  admitted,  and  vrill  also  be 
worked  out  in  the  course  of  time.  The  amount 
of  this  loss  in  March,  1896,  was  £31,159— a 
deficiency  partly  due  to  bungled  legislation 
in  failing  to  provide  for  temporary  investment 
of  the  funds.  It  was  mentioned  the  other  day 
that  an  item  of  £12,000  was  paid  as  commis- 
Cion,  and  a  return  as  to  how  this  was  spent  was 
xefnsed.  It  would  be  satisfactory  for  the 
House  to  be  afforded  fuller  information  with 
regard  to  these  items.  We  are  entitled  to 
the  fullest  information,  and  the  refusal  only 
emphasizes  suspicion  with  regard  to  who  re- 
ceived it  and  for  what  service.  The  House 
is  left  in  contented  ignorance.  Then,  that 
the  accounts  as  presented  to  us  are  very 
bad  is  not  the  full  measure  of  the  objection, 
because,  as  I  pointed  out,  there  is  the 
item  of  £5,646,  which  is  used  in  reduction, 
being  the  profit  made  upon  the  sale  of  some 
debcHBtures  in  which  part  of  the  money  was  in- 
vested prior  to  the  money  being  lent  to  settlers. 
Now,  in  all  other  Government  departments, 
in  so  far  as  information  is  given,  debentures 
appear  to  be  transferred  back  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  conversion ;  the  departments  are  no- 


where  shown  to  be  credited  with  the  profits 
nuide  by  the  sale  of  the  debentures ;  the  results 
appear  in  the  colony's  conversion  accounts,  and 
wny  should  this  department  be  treated  excep- 
tionally. It  is  only  so  treated  to  make  the  loss 
appear  less  gigantic,  but  it  is  an  unusual  and 
eittraneous  concession.  There  is  also  an  item 
credited  by  the  remission  of  the  land-tex  to 
the  amount  of  £1,774  Ss.  5d.,  which  was  not 
originally  contemplated.  It  is  a  loss  to 
the  country,  and  is  also  a,  concession  to 
screen  the  loss  which  has  arisen  in  the 
working  of  this  scheme.  The  working-expenses 
have  been  so  great  that  matters  have  to  be 
strained  to  conceal  or  smother  up  the  real  loss 
to  the  country  in  the  working  of  the  scheme. 
There  is  no  reason  wtiy  the  Consolidated  Fund 
should  lose  that  mortgage- tax.  This  depart- 
ment will  ultimately  work  out,  and  should  bear 
the  tax  equally  with  private  mortgagees  that 
we  may  know  its  honest  results.  Then,  the 
Postal  Department  is  called  upon  to  do  the  main 
portion  of  the  work  in  connection  with  this 
lending  department.  Lcust  year  we  find  by  the 
departmental  return  in  Appendix  F.-2  that 
the  volume  of  credit  entries  in  the  Post  Office 
Account  amount  to  £489,590,  and  the  debit 
entries  £452,810.  Well,  these  are  payments 
on  small  mortgages  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  Probably  the  mortgage  deeds  are  sent 
to  district  Postmasters  to  get  signatures,  or  they 
have  to  disburse  the  money  and  to  make  all 
incidental  book  entries,  receive  moneys,  take 
the  receipts  of  people,  and  correspond  with 
such  clients  and  the  department  through  Wel- 
lington Head  Office ;  and  not  only  to  make  the 
advances,  but  again  to  collect  the  small  sums 
of  interest.  Everywhere  the  Post  Office  has 
to  collect  the  shillings  and  pence  as  interest 
falls  due,  and  to  give  all  that  continuous 
incidental  clerical  assistance.  All  that  is 
given  for  the  sum  of  £800.  It  means  that 
this  Post  Office  Department  is  being  bur- 
dened with  services  worth  more  like  £3,000. 
Again,  this  is  thrust  upon  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  saving  this  lending 
department  by  concealing  so  much  of  the 
cost  of  the  necessary  incidental  clerical  ex- 
penses. Then,  the  Government,  by  one  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  so  common  nowadays, 
have  taken  a  very  extraordinary  step.  We 
complain  continually  of  the  very  extraordinary 
powers  the  Government  assume  by  Orders  in 
Council,  and  this  is  an  example.  By  regula- 
tion they  have  authorised  tne  department, 
after  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  to  again 
advance,  without  even  a  valuation,  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  original  mortgage.  Well,  if  a 
property  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
department  after  the  original  owner  has  been 
unable  to  realise  anything  for  his  equity  of 
redemption — and  no  doubt  a  man  will  not 
abandon  property  until  he  has  made  every 
effort  to  secure  something  by  its  sale — then,  if 
after  the  best  efforts  of  the  department  they 
are  still  unable  to  sell  it,  they  are  empowered 
to  renew  for  the  full  value  of  the  original  mort- 
gage. Such  a  rule  is  most  unsound.  I  think 
it  is  a  class  of  transaction  which  would  not 
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have  been  penmtted  by  the  Houae  if  the 
question  had  been  brought  here  and  debated ; 
and  yet  that  has  been  made  lawful  under 
regulations  made  by  Order  in  Gounoil.  Under 
such  a  system  there  is  a  great  danger  of 
oloaking  up  bad  debts.  The  whole  advances 
scheme  is  an  excrescence  on  (Government,  and, 
to  my  mind,  the  House  ought  to  go  no  further. 
The  scheme  may  be  of  vaJue  as  a  means  of 
exercising  political  patronage.  The  countiy 
looks  to  it  in  that  light,  and  I  am  afraid  it 
is  worked  somewhat  on  that  line.  For  these 
reasons,  then,  I  think  it  would  be  undesirable 
to  extend  the  Bill  on  our  statute-book.  We 
should  rather  draw  the  department  to  a  close, 
and  I  trust  that  some  honourable  member  will 
call  for  a  division,  in  which  case  I  shall  have 
great  pleasure  in  voting  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Ma^terton).— Sir,  I  think  that 
at  last  we  have  listened  to  a  very  good  Oppo- 
sition speech  on  the  Advances  to  Settlers  De- 
partment. As  a  country  member,  I  believe  I 
know  pretty  well  the  opinion  held  far  and  wide 
with  respect  to  that  particular  branch  of  the 
Government  service.  Of  late  years  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  office  that  has  been  opened,  or  of 
any  branch  of  the  public  service  that  has  been 
established,  that  has  realised  to  a  larger  extent 
the  sympathy  and  concurrence  of  the  settlers 
of  the  colony,  and  that  has  done  more  to  pro- 
mote settlement  and  successful  colonisation. 
We  have  heard  from  the  honourable  member 
sentiments  that  are  rarely  expressed  in  this 
House  or  in  the  country.  He  has  thrown  off 
the  mask  of  the  Opposition,  and  has  shown  us 
plainly  what  would  probably  happen  if  the 
Conservative  party  could  only  get  possession 
of  the  Treasury  benches.  They  would  im- 
mediately put  a  padlock  on  that  office,  and 
the  small  settlers  would  have  to  do  what 
they,  did  years  ago— they  would  have  to  go  on 
their  bended  knees  before  the  money-lender  in 
his  sweating-room  and  beg  of  him  to  lend  them 
money  to  tide  over  their  difficulties.  Sir,  a 
greater  compliment  was  never  .paid  to  this 
office  than  the  honourable  gentleman  paid  to 
it  in  his  speech.  The  very  nature  of  his  criti- 
cism shows  how  well  that  office  has  been 
managed.  He  has  not  attempted  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  assail  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment, nor  has  he  endeavoured  for  a 
moment  to  deny  the  accuracy  of  his  figures. 
The  statement  is  one  of  the  simplest  and  most 
complete  that  has  ever  been  submitted  to  this 
House.  Everything  is  perfectly  clear.  There 
is  no  denying  the  figures,  and  there  is  no 
concealment,  notwithstanding  all  that  the 
honourable  member  may  say  about  the 
cloaking  of  bad  debts,  and  about  the  scheme 
being  an  excrescence  on  Government;  but  I 
say,  Sir,  that  no  scheme  has  been  formulated 
and  developed  in  this  or  any  other  British 
colony  that  is  more  calculated  to  further 
the  interests  of  the  people  than  the  scheme 
for  providing  the  small  settlers  with  cheap 
money.  And  why.  Sir,  was  the  office  esta- 
blished ?  It  was  not  to  reduce  the  price  of 
money.  We  were  told  that  by  carrying  out  a 
Jlr.  DtUhie 


policy  of  this  kind— bonowing  from  abroad  for 
the  purpose  of  lending  to  the  small  settlers— 
we  would  drive  capital  out  of  the  country  and 
destroy  confidence.  When  the  scheme  was  first 
mooted  we  were  told,  both  in  the  Opposition 
Press  and  by  Opposition  members,  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  unable  to  borrow  money  at 
a  reasonable  rate  of  interest — that  the  British 
money-lender  would  not  have  sufficient  con- 
fidence in  the  small  farmers  of  this  country  to 
give  money  for  such  a  purpose.  But,  Sir,  no 
money  was  ever  lent  at  a  more  reasonable  rate. 
And  what  about  the  predictions  and  prophecies 
of  evil  that  we  heard  only  a  few  years  ago? 
I  am  not  sure  but  thas  we  also  had  them 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken.  We  were  told  that  capital  was  going 
to  be  driven  out  of  the  colony,  and  that  it 
would  be  sent  to  South  America  and  other 
parts.  And  were  we  not  told  that  capitalists 
were  amongst  us  collecting  their  money  and 
sending  it  to  other  parts  of  the  world  ?  Now, 
we  are  told  that  there  is  any  amount  of  money 
in  the  money-lending  institutions.  That  is  the 
outcome  of  those  predictions.  I  do  not  know 
whether  this  scheme  has  cheapened  the  rate  of 
interest  or  not,  but  it  is  a  significant  fact  that 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office  the  price  of  money  has  fallen. 
It  is  understood  that  large  landowners  and 
large  speculators  were  always  able  to  obtain 
money  in  the  colony  at  a  reasonable  rate  of 
interest,  but  when  it  came  to  the  small  farmers, 
who  wanted  to  borrow  perhaps  £25,  or  £50, 
or  £100,  what  had  they  to  pay?  I  have 
known  them  to  borrow  money  from  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  and  for  merely  £100  the^ 
had  as  much  as  £18  deducted  for  prelimi- 
nary expenses.  I  am  now  referring  to  the 
rate  of  interest,  which  was  10  per  cent.,  and 
when  they  borrowed  from  the  private  money- 
lender they  had  to  pay  even  more.  But  not 
only  have  we  reduced  the  price  of  money 
through  this  office,  and  protected  the  small 
fanners  who  wanted  money,  but  we  have  also 
relieved  them  from  commissions,  procuration 
fees,  and  exorbitant  mortgage  charges  that 
they  had  previously  to  provide  for.  Before  the 
establishment  of  this  office  the  small  settlers 
were  literally  eaten  up  by  the  large  number  of 
plunderers  who  carried  out  a  system  of  usury 
in  the  country.  Then,  Sir,  we  were  told  tiiat 
heavy  losses  were  to  be  made  by  this  of&ee» 
that  the  Government  would  receive  only  bad 
securities,  and  that  the  settlers  would  not  pi^ 
up  the  interest.  But- what  is  the  result? 
What  is  the  report  we  have  received  ?  Has  it 
proved  that  the  small  settlers  are  less  honest 
than  the  large  ones  ?  Who  are  the  defaulters? 
Are  they  the  small  settlers  who  are  working 
night  and  day,  many  of  them— distribntiDg 
their  sweat  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
their  families  ?  No ;  those  settlers  have  paid 
up  their  interest  like  men,  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  the  funds  of  this  office  are  in  a  good 
condition.  But  why  had  the  Government  to 
introduce  legislation  of  this  description?  It 
was  not  sinfply  to  bring  down  the  rate  of 
interest,  nor  was  it  merely  to  get  rid  of  the 
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heavy  ohargds,  oommissioDB,  and  other  ez- 
penaea  that  many  settlers  had  to  submit  to. 
Many  of  them  had  to  pay  as  much  for  £50  or 
£100  as  others  had  to  pay  for  £^,000  or  £10,000. 
It  was  not  altogether  for  that.  We  know  what 
happened  when  the  Mhiister  of  Lands  intro- 
duced his  Land  Bill  in  1892,  and  it  was  passed 
into  law.  Under  that  measure  for  the  first 
time  working-men  with  limited  means  were 
able  to  get  homes  of  their  own  on  reasonable 
terms,  under  the  lease-in-perpetuity  system. 
We  ^ow  the  reply  that  was  given  to  the 
hard-working  settlers  who  took  advantage  of 
that  system  when  they  went  to  the  private 
money-lender.  They  were  told  that  their  se- 
curity was  not  good  enough,  and  they  could  get 
no  money.  They  oould  not  get  money  even  at 
10, 15,  or  aO  per  cent.  The  lawyers  told  them 
that  their  clients  would  not  advance  money, 
because  the  tenure  was  not  satisfactory.  Hence 
the  Qovernment  had  either  to  allow  the  Land 
Act  to  become  a  partial  failure  or  meet  the 
demands  of  these  men.  And  they  nobly  re- 
sponded. They  introduced  a  scheme  of  cheap 
money,  and  established  an  office  for  the  benefit 
of  the  small  settlers,  which  has  been  of  im- 
mense advantage  to  the  country ;  and  1  hope 
that,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to  keep  this 
office  in  existence,  they  will  continue  in  power. 
So  far  from  this  office  being  a  burden,  I  believe 
it  is  paying,  and  paying  so  well  that  I  think 
the  Gfovemment  might  fairly  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  deductmg  J  per  cent,  from  the 
interest  they  are  charging.  We  have  evi- 
dence in  this  report  tha6  the  office  is  rapidly 
paying  ofi  its  deficiencies.  Naturally  in  con- 
nection with  a  new  scheme  like  this  heavy 
expenses  must  at  first  be  contracted,  but  these 
are  being  wiped  ofi  year  by  year,  and  I  think 
.the  time  is  approaching  when  the  Qovernment 
might  bring  down  the  rate  of  interest  i  per 
cent,  if  not  1  per  cent.  I  trust  that  after  the 
speech  that  has  just  been  delivered  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  will  be  on  the  alert,  and  that 
they  will  see  the  danger  that  is  threatened.  It 
is  well  that  now  and  again  we  should  find  a 
member  of  the  House  who  will  come  boldly 
forward  and  throw  off  the  mask,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (^Ir. 
Dubhie)  has  done  to-night,  and  tell  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  that  if  the  Opposition  can 
only  get  on  the  Qovernment  benches  they  will 
abolish  the  Advances  Office,  and  then  there 
will  be  no  cheap  money  for  the  small  settlers. 
Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech  was 
simply  a  declaration  that  if  his  party  were 
in  power  to-morrow  they  would  close  up  this 
office,  and  have  no  more  of  this  cheap  money, 
g  Q  But,  Sir,  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  after  all  was 
saperfluouB.  We  threshed  this  matter  out 
years  ago.  This  House  and  Parliament  have 
resolved  upon  maintaining  this  office  as  a 
branch  of  the  pubUc  service.  I  believe  it  is 
intended,  and  was  intended  from  the  first,  that 
it  was  not  to  be  a  tentative  thing,  no  mere 
matter  of  establishing  a  temporary  office  for 
providing  acoonmiodation,  but  a  permanent 
office.*     It  can  be  made  of  great  usefulness  not 


merely  to  the  small  settlers,  but  to  the  laige 
settlers,  because  it  provides  a  means  by  which 
the  Qovernment  can  keep  the  rate  of  interest 
within  fair  and  reasonable  limits.  That  is  the 
chief  object  of  maintaining  an  institution  of 
this  kind.  Sir,  I  hope  that  as  long  as  we  have 
a  Liberal  party  in  the  country  and  a  LiberiJ 
party  represented  in  this  House  this  Advances 
to  Settlers  Office  will  be  maintained  in  the 
proud  and  jirofitable  position  that  it  now 
occupies. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).--Sir,  it  might 
not  be  entirely  without  a  suggestion  of  correct- 
ness if  we  accepted  the  comparison  which  the 
last  speaker  has  instituted  between  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  and  his  own  as  contrasting 
the  methods  of  the  Opposition  with  those  of 
the  Qovernment  party,  but  I  am  not  sure  that 
the  Premier  would  be  quite  willing  to  accept 
the  comparison.  In  the  case  of  the  speech 
from  this  side  of  the  House,  we  have  seen 
knowledge  of  finance  as  contrasted  with  the 
humbug  of  the  honourable  member  for  Master- 
ton,  if  I  might  be  allowed  to  so  describe  his 
speech.  I  am  not  sure  whether  **  humbug  '* 
may  be  considered  parliamentary,  aUhoujg^h 
outside  the  House  I  dare  say  it  would  be  quite 
appropriate ;  but,  if  I  mighc  be  allowed,  I  will 
substitute  the  word  "  claptrap." 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — Political  garbage. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON.—  Political  claptrap 
may  be  accepted^  as  a  sufficiently  parliament- 
ary definition  of  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton.  I  do  not,  however, 
entirely  hold  with  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  the  City  of  Wellington  (Mr. 
Duthie)  in  advocating  the  abolition  of  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Office,  although  there  are 
circumstances  in  its  past  history  which  might 
appear  to  justify  such  a  conclusion.  For  my 
part,  I  have  always  e^vocated  the  bringing 
within  reach  of  the  settlers  of  the  country 
money  at  cheap  rates  of  interest. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— What  about  the  deeds  ? 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON.— I  say  I  have  always 
advocated  the  bringing  within  the  reach  of  the 
settlers  of  the  country  money  at  cheap  rates  of 
interest,  and,  for  that  matter,  without  any 
charges  for  deeds  other  than  mere  scriveners* 
charges.  The  memory  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  Lnterrupte4  me  need  not  be  carried 
further  back  than  the  debate  on  the  Bill  of  1894 
to  find  that  he  is  mistaken  in  supposing  1  am 
opposed  to  cheap  money  for  settlers.  I  was  in 
favour  of  the  proposals  then  made,  except  that 
I  deprecated  the  intention  of  the  Qovernment 
to  go  to  London  to  raise  the  money.  I  advo- 
cated then,  as  I  have  done  since,  the  em- 
ployment of  the  abundance  of  money  which 
was,  and  is  still,  in  the  lending  departments 
of  the  colony  for  the  purpose  intended.  All 
that  was  necessary  was  to  adopt  existing 
machinery,  so  as  to  bring  the  benefit  of  cheap 
money  within  the  reach  of  settlers  who  had 
reasonable  security  to  offer ;  but  that  sugges- 
tion was  not  accepted.  It  seemed  to  be  con- 
sidered desirable  at  that  time  to  go  in  for  a 
flashy  policy  of  raising  money  in  Loudon.    Tha 
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honourable  member  for  Masterton  says  the 
money, was  very  BuccessfuUy  raised  in  London, 
that  the  London  market  was  very  favourably 
impressed  with  the  proposals  of  the  loan. 
Surely  it  is  unnecessary  to  remind  honourable 
members  of  the  oiroumstances  under  which 
that  loan  was  raised.  I  hope  it  will  never  be 
the  experience  of  the  colony  to  raise  another 
loan,  great  or  small,  under  circumstances 
similar  to  those  under  which  .that  loan  was 
raiMd. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Why  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Why?  Does  any 
honourable  member  in  this  House  foiget  the 
history  of  that  loan  ?  Does  he  forget  that  that 
loan  was  raised  by  misrepresentation  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— By  misrepresenta- 
tions, and  by  fraud.  The  money-lenders  in 
London  were  assured  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
colony  that  he  had  three  millions  of  unpledged 
securities  available  for  the  service  of  the  public 
debt.  That  was  what  was  stated  in  London 
just  before  the  raising  of  this  loan.  And  where 
were  these  three  millions,  and  what  were  they  ? 
Some  millions  of  securities  had  no  doubt  been 
sent  to  London  a  little  while  before,  but  they 
were  securities  representing  trust  funds  of  the 
colony— the  moneys  of  the  depositors  in  the 
Post-Office  Savings-Bank,  the  moneys  of  the 
policyholders  of  the  Government  Insurance 
Office,  and  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Trustee. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— The  old  story  hashed  up 
again. 

Mr.G.  HUTCHISON.— The  old  story,  Yes; 
and  therefore  I  am  the  more  surprised  that 
the  honourable  member  should  interrogate  as 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  loan 
was  raised.  The  broad  facts  can  never  be 
forgotten.  Some  honourable  members  may 
treat  this  matter  lightlv,  but  they  are  those 
who  would  treat  the  honour  of  the  colony 
lightly.  I  repeat  that  I  trust  no  other  loan 
will  ever  be  raised,  great  or  small,  under  cir- 
cumstances approaching  to  those  under  which 
this  one-and-a-half -mill  ion  loan  was  raised.  I 
am,  however,  departing  from  the  line  of  argu- 
ment I  was  pursuing  when  I  was  pointing  out 
that  five  years  ago  there  was  abundance  of 
money  in  the  colony  itself  for  the  purpose 
of  making  advances  to  *the  settlers  at  easy 
rates  of  interest,  and  that  there  is  more 
available  now  than  there  was  then ;  and 
yet  the  Minister  must  go  to  London  for  the 
balance  of  the  loan.  He  says  he  is  going  to 
raise  it  in  this  colony,  but  that  would  only  be 
in  the  first  instance.  He  will  raise  it  in  the 
colony  by  using  some  of  the  crust  funds,  but 
he  will  afterwards  inscribe  the  bonds  with  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  float  them  on  the  Lon- 
don market,  so  that  the  interest  will  be  payable 
in  London  and  not  in  Wellington.  The  pro- 
viding of  funds  for  advances  to  settlers  is  a 
desirable  enough  object  in  itself,  and  proper, 
if  accomplished  by  means  other  than  those 
Buggested  by  the  Government.  We  have  also 
heard  from  the  honourable  member  for  Master- 
ton  that  this  office  has  been  very  successfully 
Mr.  O.  HtUchiton 


conducted.  One  is  inclined  to  wonder  whether 
the  honourable  member  in  his  spare  moment! 
ever  reads  the  records  of  Parliament.  Has 
he  seen  the  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of 
that  office  ?  Why,  those  reports  indicate  that 
there  has  been  continually — from  the  very  oom- 
mencement  there  has  been  bungling.  After 
the  million-and-a-half  loan  was  raised  in  1895 
there  was  found  to  be  no  authority  for  invest- 
ing what  could  not  be  immediately  lent  out  to 
settlers,  and  in  consequence  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  pounds  lay  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
not  eammg  a  penny ;  and  when  authority  was 
at  last  taken  to  invest  the  uninvested  baJanoe 
in  Government  bonds  it  produced  S  and  a  frac- 
tion per  cent. — not  even  paying  an  equivalent 
for  the  interest  and  exchange  in  London.  In 
this  way  something  like  £30,000  was  lost  by 
the  non- investment  of  money  in  the  first  in- 
stance. Besides  that  loss,  over  £106,000  had 
to  be  paid  as  discounts  and  charges  for  float- 
ing the  loan.  I  asked  for.  a  return  of  the 
particulars  of  the  £12,000  included  in  the 
£106,000  as  paid  for  *^  commission  and  broker- 
age," and  for  <*  sundries."  That  return  was 
refused,  and  will  continue,  no  doubt,  to  be  re- 
fused. And  perhaps,  after  all,  I  have  been 
thinking  that  return  had  better  not  be  granted, 
supposing  the  Government,  for  any  reason, 
might  assent.  It  will  probably  not  be  to  the 
credit  of  the  colony  to  know  how  some  of 
that  money  was  spent ;  and  although  we  may 
have  our  own  ideas  of  how  it  went,  stiU  it  wiU 
be  as  well  that  we  should  not  advertise  the 
methods  that  were  sometimes  employed  by  the 
present  Government  in  connection  with  the 
finances  of  the  colony.  Here  in  round  num- 
bers, then.  Sir,  was  the  total  of  £130,000 
charged  upon  this  particular  office,  and  it  is 
plain  that  the  office  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
clear  itself;  but  it  will,  no  doubt,  do  so  by-and- 
by— probably  in  a  short  time— because  it  needs 
no  arithmetician  to  figure  out  that,  with  the 
difference  between  the  3  per  cent,  or  nearly  so 
the  money  costs  in  London  and  the  5  per  cent, 
it  is  earning  in  the  colony,  the  office  must  in  a 
short  time  be  able  to  extinguish  this  burden. 
But  meanwhile  the  mistakes  and  exp^ises  of 
the  Government  have  resulted  in  crippling  the 
usefulness  of  the  office,  so  that  it  is  unable  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  interest  to  its  customers.  In 
Conmiittee  I  took  occasion  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment giving  the  Board  power  to  lend  money  al 
a  rate  "not  exceeding  5  per  cent."  Under  ths 
Act  as  at  present  the  office  must  exact  6  pec 
cent.,  together  with  1  per  cent,  sinking  fund, 
on  the  form  of  mortgage  first  introduced ;  and, 
in  the  case  of  the  "flat"  mortgages  mora 
recently  adopted,  it  cannot  be  less  than  6  peK 
cent.  The  power  I  desired  was  to  enable  tba 
office  to  lend  at;  a  lesser  rate  than  6  per  cent,  as 
soon  as  practicable.  But  the  Minister  in  ohargs 
of  the  Bill  in  Committee  intimated  that  the 
Gofernment  could  not  accept  such  an  amende 
ment  — that  they  could  not  at  present  tednoa 
the  rate  of  interest  because  of  these  charges 
which  were  yet  unliquidated.  Well,  that  was 
a  censure  by  the  Government  upon  themselves. 
I  hope  these  charges  will  soon  m  ole^ed  off,  so 
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that  a  decrease  in  the  rate  o!  interest  may  be 
conceded  to  the  borrowers.  Bat  when  that 
might  be  done  it  will  not  be  possible  without  far- 
ther legislation,  because  the  QoTemment  are  so 
•obstinate  on  the  point.  I  maj  be  told  that  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Office  lends  money  in  such 
rsmall  amounts  as  are  not  favoured  by  ordinary 
lending  institutions.  That  is  quite  true ;  but 
it  is  not  the  greater  merit  on  the  part  of  the 
office  that,  money  being  available  from  public 
sources,  such  money  should  be  available  at  the 
lowest  possible  rate  of  interest  on  adequate 
-eeourities.  I  believe  the  office  can  do  so,  pro- 
vided it  does  not  charge  too  high  a  rate  of  in- 
terest. But  if  the  office  continues  to  charge 
«  high  rate  it  will  not  obtain  the  best 
investments,  but  will  have  to  take  indifferent 
securities,  and  in  that  way  imperil  the  invest- 
ments of  the  colony.  I  have  never,  as  I  have 
-said,  been  adverse  to  the  scheme  of  placing 
•cheap  money  within  the  reach  of  the  settlers  of 
the  colony.  Indeed,  I  advocated  it  to  a  larger 
•extent  than  proposed  by  the  Government,  and 
I  would  not  now  limit  the  sum  to  the  balance 
of  the  three-million  loan,  provided  the  Qovem- 
ment  placed  the  office  beyond  the  reach  of 
political  control.  I  would  urge  that  the  funds 
•of  the  lending  departments  of  the  State  ought 
to  be  made  available  to  the  fullest  extent  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  cheap  money  within 
the  reach  of  the  settlers,  with  the  result  that 
Abundance  of  money  would  be  obtainable,  and 
the  interest  paJd  within  the  colony,  thus  keep- 
ing out  of  the  London  market  with  safety  and 
advantage. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau).— Sir,  as  one  who  took 
a  very  great  interest  in  passing  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Act  when  it  was  first  brought  before 
Parliament;  and  listened  to  all  the  discussions, 
I  ^am  not  at  all  astonished  to  hear  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  refer  to  ancient  history. 
But,  Sir,  he  takes  very  good  care  to  keep  on 
certain  lines  which  suit  himself.  He  does  not 
allude  at  all  to  the  objections  that  were  made 
from  his  own  side  of  the  House  ever  since  the 
inception  of  this  scheme.  And  I  venture  to  say, 
Sir,  there  is  no  colonial  policy  that  has  ever 
commended  itself  to  the  favourable  judgment 
of  the  people  of  this  country  that  will  compare 
in  any  way  with  the  advances- to-settlers  scheme. 
But,  Sir,  to  hear  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea,  above  all  others,  to-night  saying  that 
he  wishes  to  make  money  cheaper  and  more 
universal,  why,  Sir,  it  is  the  most  absurd  and 
contradictory  statement  I  have  ever  heard  from 
the  honourable  member,  compared  with  his 
adverse  reasoning  when  the  scheme  was  first 
brought  down  before  Parliament.  Any  one 
who  went  through  the  country  at  the  time  he 
refers  to  must  know  that,  while  there  was  an 
abundance  of  money  in  the  colony,  there  was  a 
very  tight  hand  holding  on  to  it.  Why,  the 
eapitalists  were  trying  their  utmost  to  crush 
the  Government  by  not  lending  any  money. 
And  we  were  told  over  and  over  agam  that  it 
meant  ruin  to  this  country  to  even  think  of 
bringing  the  price  of  money  down  to  a  reason- 
able rate  of  interest. 

Mr.  G.  HUTOHISON.-^Did  I  ever  say  so? 


Mr.  MILLS.— Yes;  very  much  more  than 
say  so.  Your  action  from  the  beginning,  as  far 
as  I  recollect,  was  certainly  not  assisting  this 
side  of  the  House  in  passing  measures  of  this 
kind — far  from  it.  Now,  since  I  have  been 
round  the  country  districts,  and  have  heard  the 
opinions  of  those  for  whose  benefit  this  measure 
was  brought  forward,  what  do  I  find  ?  Why, 
every  one  of  these  people  have  blessed  the  day 
when  the  colony  came  to  their  assistance ;  and, 
Sir,  when  the  honourable  member  for  Patea's 
name  has  passed  into  oblivion,  where  will  the 
name  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  be?  Why,  it 
will  be  green  in  the  memory  of  those  poor 
settlers  he  has  so  materially  assisted;  and 
among  those  farmers  who  reside  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  New  Zealand  there 
is  no  other  measure  connected  with  his  name 
that  redounds  so  much  to  his  credit  as  this  one 
bringing  financial  assistance  within  the  reach 
of  those  deserving  small  settlers  who  previously 
were  not  able  to  get  it.  So  far  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Masterton  is  concerned,  his 
arguments  were  quite  correct.  I  am  quite 
satisfied  there '  were  large  sums  of  mone^ 
at  the  disposal  of  some  people  in  this 
colony,  but  who  could  borrow  them  ?  When- 
ever you  went  to  the  money-lender  or  his 
agent  you  were  told  you  must  have  broad  acres 
to  enable  you  to  get  cheap  money.  Now,  this 
proposal  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act 
18  far  and  away  in  advance  of  what  the  money- 
lender would  do  for  the  small  settler.  And 
why  ?  Because  in  these  days  the  Government 
have  gone  '*one  better"  by  giving  the  small 
settler  advances  on  the  improvements  he  might 
make  on  his  land,  and  that  is  a  great  incentive 
to  all  industry.  It  has  oiled  the  wheels  ot 
the  machinery  with  which  the  poorer  class  of 
settlers  have  to  work ;  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  any  change  occurred  in  the  government 
of  this  country  by  which  this  great  scheme 
was  altered  you  would  very  soon  find  what  the 
difference  would  be  to  those  who  dared  to 
repeal  the  Act.  I  know  very  well  from  those 
who  have  acted  as  agents  for  those  men — those 
who  are  called  **  fat  men,"  the  men  who  lend 
money — that  the  rate  of  interest  would  not 
have  been  lowered  to  what  it  is  unless  the 
£3,000,000  loan  had  been  successfully  floated. 
And,  while  there  may  have  been  a  lot  of  money 
for  m vestment,  the  question  was,  who  with, 
and  to  whom  it  was  to  be  invested.  Not  only 
had  the  small  settler  to  pay  a  much  higher 
rate  of  interest,  but  he  had  to  be  of  the  **  right 
colour,"  and  there  was  the  return  of  the 
principal  always  staring  him  in  the  faoe, 
whereas  now  he  can  see  a  ray  of  daylight 
ahead,  giving  him  an  incentive  to  work  harder; 
and  that  is  the  great  boon  in  this  scheme* 
The  creation  of  the  sinking-fund  alone  haa 
been  the  safeguard  to  many,  as  it  will  eventu- 
ally pay  off  their  loan  altogether ;  and  there  oaa 
be  no  doubt  that  this  has  been  one  of  the  besi 
schemes  for  the  advancement  of  settlemeni 
throughout  this  colony  that  has  ever  beea 
brought  in  by  any  Government.  But  I  am  not 
surprised  at  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
speaking  as  he  does.    On  the  one  hand  he  Bays» 
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'*  I  woald  like  to  help  yoa ;  I  ehould  like  to 
see  assistftnoe  given  to  Bmail  settlers,  and  inte- 
rest made  lighter."  Bat  by  his  actions  be  is 
doing  the  very  reverse :  be  is  doing  anything 
but  assisting  them.  Then,  I  am  astonished  to 
hear  him  make  such  statements  as  he  did» 
accusing  some  one  of  fraud,  and  for  no  reason 
at  ail.  If  he  would  explain  himself  to  the 
House  and  adduce  some  facts  there  would  be 
something  to  go  on;  but  for  him  to  make 
broadcast  charges  of  this  kind  by  base  innu- 
endoes that  some  one  has  defrauded  the  State, 
to  my  mind,  is  taking  advantage  of  his  position 
in  this  House.  No  one  outside  that  ever  I 
heard  of  has  raised  a  point  in  any  way  detri- 
mental to  the  management  of  this  office. 

Mr.  G.  HUTGHISON.-.It  was  the  arrang- 
ing of  the  loan  I  was  speaking  about,  not  the 
management  of  the  office. 

Mr.  MILLS.— **  The  arranging  of  the  loan." 
Well,  we  know  all  those  misstatements  made 
by  the  Opposition  were  fought  out  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  over  and  over  again  years  ago, 
and  we  know  the  result — they  only  ended  in 
smoke.  But  we  are  now  dealing  with  the  pre- 
sent—with the  Bill  the  Minister  has  brought 
down  in  the  interests  of  the  department, 
and  because  there  is  no  reasonable  argu- 
ment against  it,  like  other  legal  gentlemen, 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  deems  it 
a  case  for  abusing  the  other  side  ;  that  is 
what  it  amounts  to.  *  So  far  as  we  understand 
the  measure — and  any  one  can  understand  it 
who  reads  it — there  is  really  nothing  for  the 
Opposition  to  find  fault  with  in  the  proposal 
that  is  before  the  House.  Quite  the  reverse  ; 
and,  so  far  as  complaints  go,  what  have 
they  amounted  to  ?  I  heard  the  honour- 
able member  for  Biooarton  say  he  knew  of 
one  or  two  oases  where  borrowers  had  paid 
their  interest  out  of  the  loan ;  but  one  swallow 
does  not  make  a  spring,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
expect  a  broad  policy-measure,  such  as  the  in- 
auguration of  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  to 
get  into  a  sound  position  without  there  being 
some  little  discrepancies,  which  have  to  be 
remedied,  here  and  there.  But  I  think  any 
ordinary  man  of  business  would  view  the  whole 
scheme  from  a  fair  standpoint,  and  then  judge 
by  results.  I  shall  certainly  do  everything  I 
can  to  assist  the  measure  passing  its  third 
reading,  and  I  deprecate  hearing  honpurabie 
members  endeavour  to  asperse  an  important 
Bill  of  this  kind  when  they  know  very  well, 
and  must  admit,  it  will  do  more  good  in  the 
colony  for  our  small  settlers  than  anything 
else  that  has  been  brought  forward  by  the 
Qovemment. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin).— Sir,  I  believe  I 
represent  as  many  settlers — probably  more — 
than  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down,  and  am  just  as  anxious  m  he  or  any 
one  else  to  see  those  settlers  who  require  to 
borrow  capital  enabled  to  obtain  it  as  cheaply 
as  possible.  But  I  look  with  positive  alarm  on 
the  rapidly  increasing  debt  of  the  colony,  and, 
as  more  dangerous  still,  the  point  alluded  to 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie) — ^namely,  the  mortgaging  of  large 
Mr.MiUi 


areas  of  our  lands  to  people  outside  the  colony. 
If  the  State  is  to  provide  money  to  lend  to  cer- 
tain classes  in  the  community  we  should  do  so 
under  the  ordinary  lending  departments  of  the 
Government— the  Post  Office,  the  Public  Trust 
Office,  or  the  Government  Insurance.  All  it  ia 
necessary  to  do  is  to  provide  that  those  depart- 
ments should  lend  money  to  settlers  on  good 
security  at  interest  not  exceeding  5  per  cent., 
and  in  that  case  we  should  not  require  to  go 
outside  the  colony  at  all.  Then,  there  is  an- 
other thing  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the  Minister 
in  charge.  The  last  speaker  referred  to  the 
land-  and  income-tax.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
Land-  and  Income-tax  Act  might  be  amended 
by  doing  away  with  the  tax  on  mortgages.  The 
present  tax  is  }  per  oent.,  and  if  that  were  done 
away  with  the  effect  would  be  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest  all  over  the  colony  by  i  per 
cent.,  because,  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances, the  mortgagor  really,  though  indirectly, 
pays  this  tax.  Much  has  been  said  by  the  last 
speaker  and  others  about  the  prosperity  of  this 
department ;  but  what  about  the  Assurance 
Fund  ?    The  original  Act  provides  that, — 

**  Ten  per  centum  of  all  moneys  received  ia 
respect  of  interest  on  investments  under  this 
Act  shall,  as  and  when  paid  into  the  Manage- 
ment Account,  be  thence  transferred  and  paid 
over  to  the  Public  Trustee  as  an  Assurance 
Fund." 

Then,  clause  54  provides, — 

"  With  respect  to  interest,  all  interest  re- 
ceived from  mortgagors  shall  be  applied — {a} 
First,  in  satisfaction  of  the  interest  payable  in 
respect  of  the  loans  raised  under  Part  II.  of 
this  Act ;  (6)  secondly,  as  to  one- tenth  thereof^ 
in  the  establishment  of  the  Assurance  Fund 
mentioned  in  section  fifty-three  of  this  Act." 

If  this  department  is  so  very  prosperous^ 
why  is  the  Assurance  Fund  not  set  up  ?  I  hope 
the  Act  will  be  complied  with,  and  this  fund 
set  up,  and  provision  made  for  any  bad  debta 
that  may  arise.  But  I  contend  the  arguments 
adduced  when  the  original  Bill  was  before  the 
House  do  not  hold  good  now,  inasmuch  as  the 
rate  of  interest  has  fallen  all  over  the  world,, 
and  in  this  colony  the  rate  in  the  case  of  many 
private  individuals  is  even  lower  than  that 
charged  by  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Depart- 
ment. Take  this  morning's  paper  —  the  Pre- 
mier's paper — what  do  we  find  in  the  adver- 
tisements? We  find  this:  ** £100,000  to  lend 
at  4^  per  cent,  in  sums  of  less  than  £2,000.'*' 
Then  we  find  another  advertisement :  **  We 
are  prepared  to  advance  moneys  on  first-class 
freehold  securities  at  the  following  very  low 
rates :  £100  to  £20,000  at  from  4^  to  5  per  cent. 
No  commission  charged."  Then  another  ia> 
inserted  by  a  provident  society :  "  This  society 
is  prepared  to  lend  money  on  first-olass  free* 
hold  city  and  country  securities  at  ^  per  oent.'* 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  is  the  name  of 
that  society  ? 

Mr.  MASSEY.— The  A.M.P.  Society.  And 
there  is  yet  another,  under  the  head  of  "  Oheap 
Money  "  :  *'  Cheap  money  in  sums  of  £100  to- 
£10,000  on  country,  city,  and  suburban  free- 
holds at  4}  to  5  per  oent."    These  advertise-^ 
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mentB  seem,  to  my  mind,  to  show  that  there  is 
no  necessity  to  borrow  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
Tanoes  to  settlers,  and  I  would  suggest  to  the 
Minister  that  he  should  amend  the  Act  by 
providing  that  loans  should  be  limited  to  sums 
not  exceeding  £250.  Any  one  who  requires  a 
larger  sum  can  get  it  at  a  sufficiently  low  race 
of  interest  without  going  outside  the  colony. 
I  understand  from  &e  Minister  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  raise  the  loan  in  three  instalments 
•of  £500,000  each.  I  would  suggest  that  he 
should  be  satisfied  with  the  first  instalment 
and  allow  the  others  to  lapse. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine).  —  !  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr. 
Duthie)  has  been  very  frank  to-night,  and  has 
not  been  afraid  to  throw  off  the  cloak  and 
show  on  which  side  he  and  his  party  are  act- 
ing. If  he  had  told  us  how  the  loan  was  raised 
in  London  instead  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea,  we  might  have  believed  him.  But, 
Sir,  he  was  In  London  at  the  time  it  was 
caised,  and  probably  he  is  answerable  for  some 
of  the  extra  expeuses  that  occurred,  and  the 
price  the  loan  was  raised  at.  I  believe  the 
loan  would  have  been  raised  a  deal  cheaper  if 
he  had  been  in  New  Zealand  at  the  time. 
Why,  Sir,  it  is  reported  that  he  shadowed  the 
Oolonial  Treasurer  the  whole  time  he  was  at 
Home,  and  people  wondered  why,  and  that  is 
probably  the  reason  the  loan  was  not  raised 
at  a  cheaper  rate. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  may  say  that  I  saw  the 
lionourable  gentleman  once  when  he  was  ill  in 
bed,  and  went  once  to  spend  an  evening  with 
him  :  otherwise  I  did  not  see  him  while  he  was 
in  London. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— I  accept  the  honourable 
gentleman's  explanation;  but  I  am  glad  to 
learn  that  the  milk  of  human  kindness  was 
extended  to  the  honourable  member  for  Awa- 
ma  on  that  occason.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  quoted  the  A.M.P.  Society  as  lending 
at  4)  per  cent.    But  will  that  society  lend  in 

g  Q^  small  sums,  and  at  such  prices  as 
are  lent  by  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Board?  No,  Sir;  it  is  not  at  all  likelv.  It 
will  be  on  sums  of  £2,000,  £3,000,  or  £5,000 
4kt  that  low  rate,  and  therefore  it  is  ridiculous 
to  compare  these  charges  for  money  with  the 
rates  onarged  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Jkot.  The  honourable  member,  Mr.  Duthie, 
went  round  about  when  he  spoke  of  a  loan 
which  has  been  lately  placed  on  the  money- 
market  by  Switzerlflknd,  and  which  was  «unsuc- 
-oessfnl.  Now,  I  would  like  to  know  what  a 
loan  proposed  to  be  raised  by  Switzerland  has 
got  to  do  with  the  question  before  the  House  ? 
There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  drawing  a  red-her- 
ring across  the  scent  to  say  that  this  Govern- 
ment have  to  pledge  the  mortgages  of  the 
settlers  to  the  London  money-lender,  and,  con- 
sequently, that  we  become  tenants  of  the 
money-lenders  at  Home.  I  say,  where  does  all 
onr  money  come  from  ?  Why,  from  the  old 
lady  in  Tbreadneedle  Street ;  and  there  is  no 
<donbt  that  most  of  the  agents  who  advertise 
money  to  lend  in  this  colony  are  simply  the 
4igent8  of  the  English  money-lender.  Therefore, 


I  say,  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  is  one  of 
the  greatest  blessings  that  the  settlers  have 
had  bestowed  upon  them.  Why,  Sir,  in  Vioteria 
the  Government  actually  advance  the  fanners 
their  seed-wheat  and  take  practically  no  se- 
curity at  all.  But  what  has  been  the  argument 
with  the  settlers  here?  The  argument  has 
been,  Sir,  that  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Board 
has  been  too  close-fisted  with  the  settlers^ 
that  they  have  always  wanted  more  security 
than  they  would  have  been  asked  to  give 
privately,  and  that  they  have  been  too  exact- 
ing. Now,  Sir,  I  only  want  to  say  another 
word,  and  I  may  ask  honourable  members  to 
look  at  the  Mercantile  Gasette  of  the  latest 
date.  Nearly  all  the  honourable  members  on 
that  side  of  the  House  know  all  about  the  re- 
cords in  that  GoMette^  because  no  doubt  they  or 
their  friends  advance  these  loans.  What  do  we 
find  ?  We  find  there  is  scarcely  a  loan  recorded 
there  as  having  been  advanced  to  a  settler  ex- 
cept at  a  rate  of  8,  9,  and  10  per  cent.,  and 
in  some  cases  it  goes  up  to  as  much  as  16  per 
cent. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.— On  what  security? 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— The  security,  probably,  is 
a  bill  of  sale.  But  were  it  not  for  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Act  the  name  of  the  farmer  would 
have  to  appear  in  this  Gaeette  more  often  than 
at  present,  for  the  simple  reason  that  he  can 
now  obtain  the  money  under  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act.  Therefore  I  trust  the  third  read- 
ing of  this  Bill  will  pass,  and  I  must  say  the 
Government  have  been  very  economical  with 
the  portion  of  the  loan  that  has  been  already 
raised.  In  1894  we  passed  an  Act  authorising 
the  Government  to  raise  three  millions,  and 
up  to  the  present  only  a  million  and  a  half 
has  been  raised,  and  I  must  say  it  has  been,  on 
the  whole,  managed  very  economically  and 
with  admirable  judgment,  considering  the  oppo- 
sition shown  by  the  money-lenders  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Wellington  Suburbs).— I 
would  point  out,  Sir,  that  some  of  the  argu- 
ments uiat  have  been  brought  forward  by  the 
speakers  on  the  other  side  are  hardly  fair. 
Reference  has  been  me^e  to  the  alleged 
facility  and  low  rate  of  interest  with  which 
large  sums  of  money  can  be  borrowed  at  the 
present  time  in  Wellington  and  elsewhere. 
But  the  conditions  which  govern  the  loans 
which  have  been  referred  to  by  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  are  not  the  same  as  those  which 
apply  to  loans  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act.  These  large  sums  of  money  that  are 
offered  at  4}  per  cent,  are  only  intended  to 
apply  to  very  valuable  freehold  property  where 
there  is  an  exceedingly  large  margin,  and  those 
people  who  lend  out  money  at  that  rate  will 
not  lend  money  on  IcMehold  properties,  or  on 
deferred-payment  properties,  or  on  educational 
reserves,  and  so  forth,  so  that  the  farmer  and 
the  small  settler,  especially  in  this  Island, 
who  rents  in  many  cases  his  land  from  the 
Crown  or  from  the  Education  Reserves  Oom- 
missioners,  and  so  forth,  is  altogether  debarred 
from  getting  monev  under  the  special  con- 
ditions that  have  been   referred   to.     These 


Digitized  by 


Google 


574         Oovemment  Advances         [HOUSE.]  to  Settlers  BUI.  [kvQ.9 


•eonditioDS  that  have  been  referred  to  relate  to 
loans  of  large  amonnt,  and  where  the  Becuritr 
assures  a  very  large  margin,  and  a  much 
larger  margin,  in  fact,  than  the  small  settler 
oan  give.  I  would  also  point  oat,  Sir,  that 
tmder  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  very  small 
earns  have  been  advanced.  If  you  take  the 
small  farmers  in  the  district  that  I  represent 
roTud  the  suburbs  of  Wellington,  where  the 
town  is  verging  on  the  country — on  the  border- 
line between  town  and  country,  in  fact — their 
holdings  are  comparatively  small,  and  where 
they  want  a  little  accommodation  on  a 
leasehold  holding,  in  cases  where  they  wish 
to  make  improvements  upon  their  holdings, 
or  to  provide  additional  stock  and  imple- 
ments, they  cannot  afford  to  go  to  the  same 
expense  in  procuring  money  that  the  large 
landowner  can — they  cannot  offer  the  same 
margin  of  security ;  they  cannot  afford  to  give 
the  extravagant  procuration- fee  that  is  charged, 
and  cannot  afford  the  heavy  charges  made 
by  the  lawyers  and  middlemen.  The  Advances 
to  Settlers  Office  is  for  them  the  only  reason- 
ably cheap  means  of  getting  the  acoonmioda- 
tion  they  need;  and  I  know  from  my  own 
personal  experience,  whatever  may  be  the  de- 
fects in  the  carrying-out  of  the  Act — and  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  admit  there  may  be  defects — 
tnat  the  Act  has  been  of  very  great  practical 
value  to  the  small  settlers  of  this  Island.  I 
oould  quote  case  after  case  from  my  own  know- 
ledge where  settlers  have  received  very  substan- 
tial benefit  from  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and 
where,  I  fully  believe,  the  State  will  not  lose 
one  farthing  by  having  lent  that  money.  I 
regret,  Sir,  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  this  evening,  in  the  course  of  what  other- 
wise may  be  sedd  to  be  a  very  moderate  and 
sensible  speech  on  the  Bill,  should  have  chosen, 
as  he  so  frequently  chooses,  to  attack  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua  in  his  absence. 
This  ourious  fact  very  frequently  happens,  that 
when  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua  is 
absent  from  this  chamber  he  is  attacked  in 
a  grossly  personal  strain  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea.  I  think  it  is  a  very  regret- 
table circumstance  that  the  personal  jealousies 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  at  the 
success  attained  in  colonial  politics  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua  should  lead 
him  into  these  personal  attacks.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  tried  to  make  great  capital 
about  what  he  called  a  **  flashy  "  policy,  and  he 
also  alleged  '*  fraud "  in  floating  the  loan. 
Surely  all  this  is  ancient  history,  and  what  is 
the  objeot  in  dragging  it  up  again  ?  I  say  the 
whole  colony  owes  a  very  deep  debt  of  gratitude 
to  Mr.  Ward  for  having,  when  be  was  Colonial 
Treasurer,  established  a  precedent  in  the  getting 
of  cheap  money  in  London.  I  do  not  care  what 
may  be  said  of  him  publicly  or  privately.  We 
most  surely  record  this  to  his  credit :  that  he 
was  the  first  public  man  to  get  a  25-per-cent. 
loan  for  this  colony.  That  loan  may  have  been 
down  to  99i,  but  it  has  frequently  been  over 
par,  and  that  will  very  well  balance  any  times 
it  has  gone  under  par.  It  has  been  a  very 
great  success  in  every  way,  and  I  consider 
ifr.  WiUon 


it  most  anoharitable,  most  ungenerous,  to 
make  these  attacks  on  the  honourable  member 
for  Awarua.  But,  with  respect  to  his  position 
as  a  public  man,  during  the  time  he  was 
Colonial  Treasurer,  and  when  he  was  floating 
the  loan,  I  say  his  oonduot  at  that  time  was 
such  as  deserved  the  gratitude  of  the  colony ; 
and  as  to  the  charge  of  making  fraudulent 
representations  in  London,  surely.  Sir,  that 
has  been  sufficiently  discussed  on  the  floor  of 
the  House,  and  that  charge  has  been  fully  met 
and  completely  negatived.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dathie)  was 
perfectly  frank  in  what  he  said.  He  is  usually 
perfectly  plain  and  straightforward  in  what  he 
says,  and,  although  I  disagree  with  him,  and* 
disagree  very  frequently  with  the  manner  in 
which  he  says  it,  at  any  rate,  he  understands 
what  he  says  and  what  he  means.  He  does- 
not  like  the  system.  He  regards  it  as  tlie 
most  pernicious  example  of  our  so-oalled  social 
legislation,  and  he  is  strongly  and  honestly 
opposed  to  it.  But,  Sir,  I  believe  the  great, 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  oolony  are 
against  any  interferenee  with  this  system,  and 
if  any  election  were  fought  out  to-morrow  in- 
any  district  where  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
have  been  put  in  foroe — if  an  election  were 
fought  out  on  the  question  whether  or  not  this- 
system  had  been  of  advantage  to  the  settlers 
—  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  the 
gentleman  who  stood  up  on  the  public  plat- 
form as  a  candidate  and  contended  that  it 
had  not  been  of  advantage  would  be  defeated. 
In  the  City  of  Wellington  and  in  the  other 
large  centres  this  question  of  oheap  money 
does  not  touch  us  personally  so  nearly, 
but  it  does  interest  us  indirectly.  I  have 
frequently  said  on  the  platform,  and  also 
in  this  House,  that  it  is  an  incontrovertible 
fact  that  the  prosperity  of  the  town  depends- 
upon  the  prosperity  of  the  country ;  that  upon 
the  release  of  the  country  settlers  from  the 
thraldom  of  heavy  mortgages  and  heavy  interest- 
depends  also  their  prosperity,  and  upon  their 
prosperity  indirectly  depends  the  prosperity  of 
the  traders  in  the  town.  And  I  am  perfectly 
certain  of  this  fact :  that  whatever  this  Govern- 
ment may  have  done  wrong  or  mistakenly,  and. 
so  forth,  they  have  earned  the  gratitude  of  the 
colony  for  introducing  this  system ;  and  I  am 
sure  that  any  one  or  any  party  that  attempts- 
to  interfere  or  do  away  with  this  system  of 
affording  oheap  money  to  the  settlers  will 
infallibly  come  to  grief  if  they  ever  have  to 
face  the  electors  of  the  colony.  We  have  bad 
the  opinion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  to-night.  He 
does  not  like  this  measure.  He  does  not 
think  it  has  done  good  service  in  the  past, 
and  he  does  not  think  it  will  do  good  in  the 
future.  Very  well,  that  is  his  opinion.  I 
think  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  oolony 
are  convinced  it  is  a  good  system.  There  may 
have  been  mistakes  made,  but  the  general 
operation  of  this  system  has  been  almost  an 
unqualifled  success.  When  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua  introduced  the  system 
in    189i,    an    argument    then    used    against 
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the  BYStom  was  that  it  was  a  proof  that 
the  Gfovemment,  by  their  so-called  socialistio 
legislation,  had  so  frightened  the  capitsJist 
and  money-lender  that  the  rate  of  interest 
had  increased,  and  therefore  the  QoYernment 
were  themseWes  obliged  to  lend  cheap  money. 
Now,  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  and 
other  members  say  exactly  the  contrary.  We 
were  told  to-night  that  the  5-per-oent.  rate 
charged  should  be  reduced  to  H*  per  cent,  or 
4}  per  cent.  In  view  of  the  position  that 
honourable  member  took  up  in  1894, 1  cannot 
see  that  there  is  any  force  in  his  argument 
to-night.  I  have  alluded  once  or  twice  to  the 
oost  of  procuration-fees  and  lawyers'  fees  in 
connection  with  the  lending  of  private  money. 
It  is  a  curious  fact  that  whenever  we  have  this 
question  raised  as  to  the  small  borrower  we 
nave  the  representatives  of  the  financial  and 
legal  interests  captiously  criticizing  this  mea- 
sure. It  is  the  old  reason — it  is  because  their 
pockets  are  touched.  I  know  that  some  of 
the  legal  gentlemen  of  the  colony  hate  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  because  it  reduces 
the  benefits  that  the  lawyers  formerly  derived 
in  connection  with  the  lending  of  money. 
There  is  no  need  now  for  the  small  farmers 
to  come  to  Wellington  and  apply  to  the 
financial  middleman  who  charged  him  two 
guineas  for  introducing  him  to  a  lawyer,  and 
then  the  lawyers*  fees,  perhaps,  amounted  to 
fifteen  or  twenty  guineas  for  preparing  the 
deeds  for  a  loan  of  £200.  Now  the  farmer 
only  pays  in  all  some  £3  or  £4.  That  is  the 
reason  why  the  lawyers  do  not  like  the  Act. 
But  this  system  has  ''come  to  stop,"  as  the 
Americans  say.  I  do  not  think  the  people  of 
this  country  are  going  to  interfere  with  the 
system.  On  the  contrary,  they  will  welcome  a 
measure  like  this  which  renders  the  system 
more  permanent.  I  warmly  support  the  third 
reading  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  (Eden).— I  shall  vote  against 
the  third  reading  of  this  Bill,  on  the  ground 
tiiat  it  is  unnecessary.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  says  that  the  Go- 
vernment deserve  the  gratitude  of  the  country 
for  the  introduction  of  the  advances- to-settlers 
system,  but  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  you 
Mfore  I  sit  down  that  they  are  not  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  the  country  for  passing  this 
legislation.  There  was  no  necessity  from  the 
first  for  the  Government  going  out  of  the 
colony  to  get  this  money  to  lend  to  settlers.  I 
quite  approve  of  the  lending  of  cheap  money  to 
settlers,  but  there  was,  and  is,  plenty  of  money 
in  the  Government  lending  institutions  without 
going  to  London  to  borrow  the  money.  Some 
honourable  members  on  the  Government  side 
of  the  House  have  a  great  deal  to  say  about 
the  greed  of  the  private  money-lender,  but 
no  reason  has  ever  yet  been  given  why  the 
money  was  not  lent  by  the  Government 
money-lending  institutions.  Now,  let  us  see 
how  this  works  out.  Take  the  Fost-Office 
Savings-Bank.  The  workers  of  the  colony  who 
placed  their  money  in  that  office  formerly  got 
6  per  cent.;  now  they  get  2^  per  cent.  The 
Government  Insurance  Department  formerly 


got  a  rate  of  interest  which  enabled  them  to 
pay  bonuses  to  those  who  insured  their  lives  in 
that  office.  No  bonuses  can  be  paid  unless  the 
interest  exceeds  4  per  cent.  Then,  take  the 
Public  Trust  Office.  A  large  amount  of  money 
in  that  office  is  held  by  the  Public  Trustee  on 
behalf  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  colony. 
But  the  rate  of  interest  has  been  brought  down 
by  the  action  of  the  Government,  and  the 
widows  and  orphans  now  only  get  about  hall 
what  they  formerly  did  for  their  money.  If 
you  take  all  those  who  are  interested  in  these 
three  institutions  you  will  find  that  they  far 
outnumber  those  who  are  said  to  be  benefited 
under  the  advances- to-set  tiers  system.  What 
have  the  Government  done  by  borrowing  this 
money  in  London?  They  have  injured  the 
workers  of  the  colony,  whom  the  Govern- 
ment profess  to  be  so  anxious  to  benefit ; 
they  have  injured  the  widows  and  orphans 
by  reducing  their  means  of  living,  and 
they  have  injured  those  who  insure  their 
lives  in  the  Government  office.  The  Govern- 
ment have  actually  injured  their  own  lending 
institutions  by  going  outside  the  colony  for 
this  money.  The  money  should  have  been 
lent  by  these  institutions,  and  then  the  in> 
terest  would  have  been  kept  in  the  colony,  and 
the  Government  institutions  would  be  able  to 
lend  the  money  of  the  colonists  at  5  per  cent. 
So  that,  if  you  sum  up  the  whole  thing,  I  think 
the  Government  deserve  very  little  gratitude 
for  going  outside  the  colony  for  this  money. 
One  would  have  thought,  after  the  experience 
of  borrowing  and  lending  the  first  million  and 
a  half,  and  the  fact  that  so  much  money  is 
lying  idle  in  these  Government  lending  institu- 
tions, that  the  Government  would  have  learned 
a  lesson,  and  taken  it  to  heart,  and,  instead  of 
borrowing  the  other  million  and  a  half  outside 
the  colony,  they  would  have  used  the  money  of 
their  own  lending  institutions  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  the  settlers.  I  shall  vote  against 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  McLEAN  (Napier).~Before  the  Minister 
of  Lands  replies  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  although  I 
had  my  say  upon  this  measure  the  other  night 
in  Committee.  I  quite  agree  with  my  honour- 
able friend  in  front  of  me— the  honourable 
member  for  Eden — in  what  he  has  said  as  to 
the  competition  that  the  advances  to  settlers 
has  brought  about  with  various  Government 
money-lending  institutions  at  present  in  ex- 
istence in  the  colony,  and  I  shall  vote 
against  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill  be- 
cause I  fail  to  see  the  necessity  for  com- 
mitting the  colony  to  the  large  outlay  of  a 
million  and  a  half.  There  is  no  doubt  at  the 
present  time  in  the  colony  in  various  institu- 
tions there  is  a  sufficiency  of  money  available 
for  loan  without  the  necessity  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  going  to  the  British  money- 
lender and  loading  the  colony  with  a  million 
and  a  half  of  further  money  in  addition  to  the 
enormous  liability  which  this  colony  already 
has  through  the  British  money-lender.  Tne 
other  day  I  asked  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier 
why  it  was  that  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Offiea 
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ad^anoed  money  on  a  tenure  which  the  QoYern- 
ment  Life  Insurance  Department  would  not 
lend  money  upon,  and  the  answer  I  got  to  that, 
in  effect,  was  this :  that  the  Qovemment  did 
not  want  to  create  competition  between  the 
two  departments;  but  that  is  precisely  what 
this  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  has  done.  By 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  there  has  been 
created  a  competition  between  the  Government 
Life  Insurance  Department  and  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Department.  Well,  the  Government 
Life  Insurance  Department  advances  on  free- 
hold, but  so  also  does  the  Advances  to  Settlers — 
both  lend  on  freehold  tenure ;  but  the  extraor- 
dinary part  of  it  is  that,  while  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  lend  on  lease  in  perpetuity,  the  Govern- 
ment Life  Insurance  Department  cannot  do  so. 
If  the  Government  Life  Insurance  Department, 
at  the  time  when  this  clause  was  promulgated, 
was  not  by  law  in  a  position  to  advance  on 
these  leases  in  perpetuity,  why  could  not  the 
Act  have  been  amended  so  as  to  have  allowed 
the  Insurance  Department  to  have  lent  on  that 
kind  of  tenure  without  the  necessity  of  going 
to  the  London  money-market  to  raise  money 
to  lend  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act? 
It  has  been  said  throughout  the  country  times 
without  number  that  this  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act  has  been  the  means  of  bringing  down  the 
rate  of  interest.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  say 
this»  and  to  congratulate  the  Government 
and  the  department  up  to  a  certain  point. 
So  far  as  tnose  are  concerned  to  whom  the 
money  has  been  lent,  in  some  cases  it  may 
have  been  the  means  of  lending  money  to 
these  at  a  lowsr  rate  than  they  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  paying ;  but  to  say  that  this  loan 
of  a  million  and  a  half  has  been  the  means  of 
reducing  the  rate  of  interest  all  round,  when 
we  consider  that  the  amount  advanced  in  the 
colony  is  between  twenty  and  thirty  millions  of 
money — to  say  that  these  advances  to  settlers 
have  heen  the  means  of  lowering  the  rate  of 
interest  all  round  in  the  colony  is  absurd. 
Daring  the  course  of  the  elections  this  asser- 
tion was  made  the  means  of  getting  votes. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  the  lowering  of 
the  rate  of  interest  throughout  the  colony  is 
simply  due  to  people  seeking  investments,  and 
not  to  the  advances  to  settlers  at  all,  and  none 
know  that  better  than  the  honourable  members 
opi>osite.  If  the  honourable  member  had  ex- 
plained to  us  any  urgent  necessity  for  this  loan, 
and  had  told  us  the  money  was  not  available  in 
the  colony,  I  could  have  understood  it.  So  far 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  up  to  a 
oertain  point  the  scheme  has  been  a  success. 
I  was  not  amongst  those  who  altogether  op- 
posed the  scheme  when  first  introduced ;  but 
what  I  contend  is  that  now,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that,  admitting  and  allowing,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  it  has  effected  its  object, 
why  plunge  the  colony  further  in  debt  ?  Why 
make  the  Government  the  agent  of  the  money- 
lenders at  Home  ?  The  position  is  this :  As  far 
as  the  companies,  banks,  and  other  money- 
lending  institutions  are  concerned,  when  they 
advance  moneys  on  properties  the  people  who 
have  lent  the  money  must  take  the  risk,  and 
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they  must  chance  any  losses  that  may  be  in- 
curred on  the  loans  that  ate  lent  if  the  security 
turns  out  faulty.  But  in  this  case  those  who 
advance  money  run  no  risk  at  all.  The  whole 
risk  falls  upon  the  community.  It  is  all  veiy 
well  to  say  that  up  to  the  present  there  have 
been  few,  if  any,  losses;  but  we  all  know, 
from  the  history  of  all  money-lending  institu- 
tions and  banks,  there  have  been  very  heaiv 
losses  made;  but  in  iJl  these  oases  these  insti* 
tutions  have  taken  the  risks  upon  themselves. 
In  this  case  the  whole  of  the  community  hu 
to  take  the  risk,  and  we  are  practically  acting 
as  agents  for  the  money-lenders  of  Great 
Britain,  who  take  absolutely  no  risks  whatever. 
And  the  same  applies  to  the  Public  Trustee's 
Department.  When  that  was  first  started  the 
Public  Trustee  acted  simply  as  agent,  and  there 
was  this  guarantee :  that  there  would  be  no 
embezzlements  or  misappropriation  of  money, 
which  might  and  did  happen  sometimes  in 
cases  where  money  was  lent  out  by  lawyers  and 
agents  here:  but  now  the  system  is  that  the 
securities  are  guaranteed.  Well,  I  contend 
this :  that  the  colooy  is  undergoing  a  great 
risk  with  the  Board  that  has  been  set  up. 
I  understand  there  are  no  local  Boards— 
that  all  is  centralised  in  one  Board.  It  is 
all  very  well,  but  it  will  be  found  inevitable, 
as  time  goes  on,  that  many  of  these  ad- 
vances have  been  made  upon  securities  not 
worth  the  money  which  has  been  lent  upon 
them,  and  the  result  will  be  that  the  loss 
will  fall  upon  the  whole  community.  Now,  as 
the  country  grows  older,  and  as  money  accumu- 
lates, we  have  a  large  number  of  people  living 
in  the  country  who  lend  out  money,  and  the 
risk  and  loss  is  theirs.  Widows  and  people  of 
that  kind  have  small  amounts,  and  they  lend 
them  out ;  and  here  we  have  this  institution 
going  into  competition  with  them.  I  will  men- 
tion what  a  lawyer  told  me  the  other  day. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Oh,  oh  ! 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  quite  prepared  to  stand 
up  and  defend  the  lawyers  of  this  country.  I 
have  had  as  much  to  do  with  lawyers  as  any- 
body, and  have  found  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases  they  are  an  honourable,  straightforward 
set  of  men — men  of  honour,  who  give  advice  to 
the  best  of  their  ability;  and  when  I  hear  in 
this  House  the  way  in  which  lawyers  are  de- 
nounced, I,  who  have  had  no  inconsiderable 
experience  of  them,  say  they  will  compare 
favourably  with  the  lawyers  of  other  countries 
in  point  of  honour  and  everything  else;  but, 
as  for  their  being  in  league  with  usurers, 
they  simply  do  the  best  they  can  for  their 
clients,  and  if  they  get  something  in  return 
I  think  they  are  quite  entitled  to  it.  I  have 
had  a  considerable  connection  with  them.    I 

g  Q  would  just  like  to  say  this :  For  some 
*  years  I  was  a  lawyer's  clerk  in  this 
Town  of  Wellington,  and  I  know  perfectly  well 
what  the  costs  and  charges  of  a  lawyer's  office 
are,  and,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence extend,  I  say  they  compare  favourably 
with  the  legal  charges  of  the  legal  profession 
at  Home,  and  they  have  been  in  no  sense 
exorbitant.    I  have  heard  a  lot  of  people  talk 
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4fcbout  loans  on  small  secnrities,  bat  let  me 
tell  honourable  members  this :  It  is  ^eiy  often 
the  small  security — the  small  holding  in  the 
iown  or  oountry  place — that  gives  the  lawyer 
more  trouble,  and  costs  more  time  and  money 
in  preparing  documents,  than  a  place  of  twenty 
thousand  acres  of  land.  I  know  that  from  my 
own  practical  experience,  and  every  lawyer 
knows  it.  Now,  Sir,  in  regard  to  this  competi- 
tion, we  are  simply  bringing  another  institu- 
tion into  competition  with  those  who  have 
aoonmulations  of  money  to  lend,  and  I  fail  to 
see  the  necessity  for  it.  I  fail  to  see  the 
necessity  for  still  further  burdening  this 
oountry  with  debt.  We  are  already  suffi- 
ciently burdened  with  debt  as  it  is.  I  could 
understand  the  Government  coming  down  to 
us  and  saying,  **We  have  certain  large  pub- 
lic works  to  construct,  we  have  certain  rail- 
ways to  put  through,  and  require  half  a  million 
or  a  million  of  money  to  construct  these  public 
works  *' ;  but  to  go  and  borrow  money  to  advance 
out  to  settlers  when  there  are  already  in  exist- 
ence in  this  colony  such  numerous  facilities  for 
lending  money,  I  fail  altogether  to  see  the 
necessity  for  it,  and  I  shall  most  certainly  vote 
against  further  loading  this  colony  with  in- 
debtedness in  respect  to  this  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act.  Well,  Sir,  there  is  another 
feature  of  this  question,  and  that  is  the  poli- 
tical aspect.  We  have  already  seen  memoers 
getting  up  in  this  House  and  asking  that  the 
rate  of  interest  shall  be  reduced.  Very  well. 
Now,  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  —  it  is 
inevitable  —  when  pressure  will  be  brought 
to  bear  in  every  district  in  the  colony  upon 
members  in  the  House  to  appeal  to  the 
House  for  a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  inte- 
rest. The  calculation  that  has  been  made 
before  borrowing  the  money  has  been  based  on 
a  certain  rate  of  interest,  and,  as  surely  as 
night  follows  day,  right  throughout  the  colony, 
in  every  country  district  where  large  flums 
have  been  lent,  pressure  will  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  representatives  in  this  House 
to  appeal  to  the  House  to  get  the  rate  of 
interest  reduced,  just  in  the  same  way  as 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  members 
throughout  the  country  ho  get  the  rentals  at 
which  the  lands  are  leased  reduced.  It  is  a 
political  organ  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  not 
the  correct  thing  for  the  Government — any 
Government  of  any  country — to  have  in  its 
power  to  wield.  I  refer  not  only  to  the 
present  Government,  but  to  any  Government 
that  may  succeed  the  present  Government. 
It  is  extending  the  functions  of  the  Govern- 
ment much  too  far  ;  it  is  interfering  with  legiti- 
mate enterprise;  and.  Sir,  I  fail  to  see  the 
necessity  for  the  colony  incurring  any  further 
liability  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  I  shall  vote 
against  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB  (Wallace).— Sir,  one 
would  imagine  from  the  opposition  to  this 
measure  that  there  is  some  object  to  be  gained 
by  obstructing  its  passing.  Sir,  if  there  be  one 
thing  more  than  another  that  the  settlers  of 
this  colony  should  be  thankful  for  it  is  the  in- 
troduction of  this  cheap  money.    Our  friends 


on  the  Opposition  benches  have  said  time  and 
again  that  the  raising  of  this  million  and  a 
half  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  has 
had  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  reduction 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  rate  of  interest 
that  has  been  charged  the  farmers  and  settlers 
throughout  New  Zealand.  But  it  is  a  strange 
coincidence,  if  nothing  else,  that  the  fall  in 
the  rate  of  interest  should  occur  at  the  same 
time  as  the  introduction  of  this  money.  It 
was  prophesied  when  this  measure  was  pass- 
ing through  the  House  in  1894  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  this  colony  to  raise  money 
in  the  Home  market  at  anything  like  8  per 
cent.;  in  fact,  it  was  held  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  doubtful  whether 
on  that  occasion  it  would  even  be  raised 
at  3}  per  cent.  Well,  Sir,  when  it  was  aooom- 
plished — when  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  the 
day  went  Home  and  was  enabled  to  raise  the 
million  and  a  half  at  8  per  cent. — what  did  we 
find  our  opponents  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  declare  ?  They  said  the  interest  in 
in  any  case  had  a  tendency  to  fall,  and,  even 
if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  not  gone  to  the 
Home- country,  before  many  years  had  nassed 
the  rate  of  interest  would  certainly  be  reduced. 
Now,  Sir,  throughout  the  colony  it  was  well 
known — and,  judging  even  from  tbes  poeohes 
delivered  by  Opposition  members  in  this  House 
at  the  time  this  Bill  was  passing  through,  it 
can  be  gathered  that  the  rate  of  interest 
charged  to  the  farming  community  had  ranged 
not  from  4  or  5  per  cent.,  but  from  6  per  cent., 
and  as  high  as  10  and  12  per  cent.  A  return 
was  asked  for  and  laid  upon  the  table  of  this 
House  to  show  that  the  rates  of  interest  in  the 
country  had  ranged  even  as  high,  on  a  few  oc- 
casions, as  40  per  cent.  Now,  Sir,  if  there  be  one 
thing  more  than  another  for  which  the  farm- 
ing community  of  the  colony  have  reason  to  be 
grateful  to  the  present  Administration  it  is  the 
introduction  of  this  cheap  money,  which  has 
had  the  effect,  undoubtedly,  of  reducing  the 
rate  of  interest  throughout  New  Zealand  by  at 
least  2  per  cent.  Now,  Sir,  if  the  private  in- 
debtedness be  about  thirty  millions,  this  reduc- 
tion of  2  per  cent,  in  the  rate  of  interest  on 
thirty  millions  gives  a  good  round  sum  annu- 
ally saved  by  the  transaction.  It  is  not  the 
amount  of  money  which  the  Government  has 
lent  to  farmers  themselves  that  has  caused 
this  reduction ;  it  is  the  element  of  competi- 
tion that  has  been  introduced.  I  know  very 
well,  and  honourable  members  in  this  House 
will  bear  me  out  in  saying,  that  in  any  young 
country  with  fertile  lands,  and  with  good  mar- 
kets, and  so  forth,  it  is  within  the  range  of 
possibility  to  pay  a  high  rate  of  interest.  It 
was  an  easy  matter  for  settlers  in  the  early 
days  of  this  colony  to  pay  a  high  rate  of 
interest — even  some  years  ago  it  was  not 
held  to  be  an  exorbitant  figure  to  pay  10 
per  cent.,  and  as  high  as  12  per  cent.;  but 
as  years  go  by,  as  less  productive  land  is 
brought  into  cultivation,  as  settlement  takei 
place  in  the  back  blocks  of  the  country,  and 
with  falling  markets,  it  is  altogether  impos- 
sible for  these  settlers  to  pay  anything  like 
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the  rate  of  interest  that  they  formerly  paid ; 
and  the  Qovemment  have  oome  to  the  reeoue 
of  these  struggling  settlers.  The^  have  intro- 
duced cheap  money ;  they  came  into  the  field 
of  competition,  and  were  ahle  to  burst  np  the 
rings  and  corners ;  and  the  mortgage  companies 
and  financial  institutions,  in  order  to  success- 
fully  compete  against  the  Government,  had 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  throughout  New 
Zealand.  Now,  Sir,  according  to  the  return, 
there  has  been  advanced  over  the  last  three 
years  to  settlers  no  less  a  sum  than  £1^420,000, 
or,  say,  half  a  million  per  annum.  One 
would  infer  from  the  Opposition  speeches  in 
regard  to  this  measure  that  the  Hon.  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  was  asking  a  favour ;  that  he 
was  making  a  proposal;  that  he  was  asking 
for  authority  to  borrow  an  additional  million 
and  a  half.  But  allow  me  to  tell  honourable 
members  that  that  authority  has  already  been 
given,  and  even  if  an  adverse  resolution  were 
carried  in  this  House  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Lands  could,  any  day  between  this  and  the 
Slst  October  next,  raise  this  million  and  a  half, 
independent  of  the  Opposition  and  independent 
of  this  House.  Now,  Sir,  let  us  imagine  what 
the  result  would  be  if  the  Government  did  not 
advance  any  more  money  to  settlers.  As  I 
pointed  out,  on  the  introduction  of  this  cheap 
money  scheme  the  financial  institutk>ns  had  to 
back  down.  They  had  to  make  reauctions  in 
their  rates  of  interest  and  allow  as  favourable 
terms  as  those  of  the  Government.  It  is  an 
easy  matter  and  a  customary  one  to  form  rings 
and  corners  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the 
rate  of  interest  when  it  has  a  tendency  to  fall ; 
and,  if  the  Government  departed  from  the  field  of 
competition,  is  it  not  quite  probable  that  these 
money-lenders  would  again  form  rings  to  raise 
the  rate  of  interest  ?  But  the  Government,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  is  not  essentially  a 
money-lending  institution.  The  Government 
is  not  like  private  individuals.  These  private 
money-lenders  must  make  a  livelihood  some- 
how or  other,  and  in  order  to  do  so  they  will 
lower  the  rates  of  interest  rather  than  allow 
the  money  to  stand  idle.  Now,  the  Govern- 
ment could  easily  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
country  without  resorting  to  money-lending 
at  all,  and  it  is  a  strange  thing  —  a  very 
peculiar  argument  —  for  the  members  of  the 
Opposition,  who  seem  to  be  the  friends  of  the 
money-lenders,  money-sharks,  and  financial 
institutions,  to  say  that  the  Government  will 
lose  by  entering  this  field  of  competition.  A 
similar  argument  is  being  used  at  the  present 
time  by  the  fire  insurance  companies.  They 
are  very  much  afraid  that  the  Government 
will  enter  the  field  of  competition  and  will 
lose  thereby  t  Why,  Sir,  these  are  the  very 
opponents  of  the  Qovemment,  and  will  be 
only  too  glad  to  see  the  Government  bum  their 
fingers  by  interfering  in  that  line  of  business. 
The  people  of  the  colony,  and  the  farming  com- 
munity especially,  have  very  much  reason  to 
feel  grateful  to  the  present  Administration  for 
the  hitroduction  of  cheap  money.  If  inferior 
lands  are  to  be  brought  into  cultivation,  and 
ttie  back  blocks  of  the  country  are  to  be  settled 
Afr.  Gilfedder 


— in  order  to  enable  these  settlers  of  the  baek 
blocks  to  compete  with  those  who  are  mors 
favourably  situated  we  must  not  only  aSord 
them  better  means  of  sending  their  ijrodaoe  to 
market,  but  we  must  supply  them  with  money 
at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  and  the  Advances  to- 
Settlers  Act  seeks  to  keep  the  rate  of  interest 
at  a  fair  rate.  Indeed,  it  seeks  to  take  pre- 
cautionary steps  that  the  rate  of  interest  will 
not  reach  an  abnormally  high  figure.  Sir,  I 
have  very  much  pleasure  in  supporting  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill,  which  facilitates  the 
operations  of  a  very  desirable  Act. 

Mr.  £.  G.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti).-<-Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Napier  and  many 
honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  seem  to  think  that  while  accumulation 
of  funds  exists  in  the  various  lending  offices  of 
the  Government  it  would  be  impolitic  to  go  to 
the  foreign  market  for  money.  Now,  Sir,  I 
take  it  that  while  money  can  be  borrowed  m 
the  Home  market  for  1  or  2  per  cent,  less  than 
what  the  moneys  that  are  in  the  various 
Govenmient  offices  can  be  advanced  at,  it  is 
politic  to  raise  money  from  the  Home  lender 
instead  of  borrowing  it  from  ourselves.  The 
honourable  member  for  Napier  also  said  ho 
would  not  be  opposed  to  borrowing  money  for 
the  construction  of  railways,  but  he  objected 
to  borrowing  money  for  advances  to  settlers. 
Now,  I  do  not  see  where  the  difference  comes 
in  at  all.  If  it  is  advisable  to  borrow  money 
for  the  one  object  it  is  certainly  advisable 
to  borrow  money  for  the  other  object.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  compared  the  comparative  failure  of 
the  Western  Australian  loan  to  what  might 
occur  in  connection  with  the  amount  to  be 
raised  under  this  Act,  but  I  think  there  is  no 
similarity  at  all  between  the  two  colonies.  In 
Western  Australia  they  have  praotioally  no- 
thing but  their  goldfields,  which  is  an  unknown 
quantity,  to  offer  as  security,  while  here  wears 
backed  up  by  all  that  is  looked  upon  by  the 
lenders  as  forming  good  security.  The  Bill,  as 
has  been  pointed  out,  does  not  propose  to  ex- 
tend the  authority  to  borrow  beyond  the 
amount  already  authorised,  but  it  provides 
that  it  be  obtained  by  instalments,  m  order 
that  the  money  will  be  at  call  as  it  is  required. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  the  benefit  that  has 
accraed  to  the  settlers  of  the  colony  through 
this  Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  It  has  had  the 
effect  of  cheapemng  moneyjall  over  the  colony.  I 
do  not  say  for  a  moment  but  that  money  *cams 
down  in  price  before  this  Act  came  into  force,  but 
it  has  had  the  effect  of  further  cheapening 
money.  Before  the  Act  was  passed  we  were 
paying  from  1  to  1|  per  cent,  more  than  they 
were  paying  in  Victoria,  and  I  think  that  is  a 

I>roof  that  it  has  had  some  effect  in  regard  to 
owering  the  rates  of  interest.  It  has  had  a 
very  great  effect  in  forcing  accumulated  funds 
into  other  channels.  It  has  caused  people  to 
build  in  the  cities,  and  thereby  afford  employ- 
ment to  the  artisans  and  worlanen  of  all  sorts, 
both  in  building  and  manufacturing  ;  and  in- 
stead of  having  this  money  out  at  interest  they 
have  taken  it  out  of  the  banks,  becanse  they 
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«oiild  get  a  better  retain  on  their  capital  by 
investing  in  buildings,  and  in  other  ways,  than 
they  woold  by  lending  it  oat  as  they  did  before. 
It  has  been  said  that  if  the  Opposition  oame 
into  power  they  would  not  repeal  this  Act.  Bat, 
Sir,  judging  by  the  indications  we  have  reoeiYed 
to-night,  althoagh  they  might  not  repeal  this 
Act,  they  would  make  it  inoperative,  which 
woold  really  mean  the  same  thing.  There 
would  still  be  an  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  in 
force,  bat  there  would  be  no  money  to  advance 
to  settlers.  I  know  a  great  number  of  people 
who  have  benefited  to  a  very  great  extent  oy 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  and  who  have 
been  enabled  to  pay  ofi  old  mortgages  at  high 
rates  of  interest,  and  the  difierence  in  interest 
they  are  now  paying  and  what  they  had  for- 
merly to  pay  has  enabled  them  to  live  in 
comparative  comfort,  whereas  before  they  were 
in  a  struggling  condition^  I  shall  heartily  sup- 
port the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki).— With  the  argu- 
ments  adduced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Bden  for  voting  against  the  Bill  I  quite  agree, 
and  I  also  agree  in  the  main  with  the  argu- 
ments adduced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Kapier;  but  I  think  both  those  gentlemen 
overlooked  the  fact  that  the  Ministry  are 
already  empowered  to  raise  this  money.  They 
can  go  and  borrow  this  money  to-morrow  if 
they  think  fit  so  to  do,  and  this  Bill  now  before 
OS  is  merely  introduced  to  enable  the  Ministry 
to  spread  the  raising  of  this  million  and  a  half 
over  a  period  of  three  years,  instead  of  raising 
it  at  once.    Now,  although  I  quite  agree  in  a 

great  measure  with  what  has  fallen  from  those 
onourable  gentlemen,  I  shall  vote  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  I  may  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  House  that  it  is  very  much  to 
be  regretted  that  the  Minister  of  Lands  should 
propose  to  go  outside  the  colony  to  raise 
this  money.  There  is,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned  by  many  of  the  previous  spesJrers, 
a  large  amount  available  within  the  colony. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment: they  have  a  sum  of  £4,000,000  in- 
vested in  Government  securities  bearing  inter- 
est at  8  and  3}  per  cent.  Why  should  not 
some  of  this  money  be  invested  on  freehold 
security  at,  say,  4  or  5  per  cent,  interest  ?  It 
wonld  bring  more  interest  into  the  Savings- 
Bank,  and  enable  the  Government  to  pay  higher 
rates  of  interest  on  the  savings  of  depositors, 
who  are  mostly  of  the  working-classes ;  and  at 
the  same  time  it  would  enable  them  to  lend 
money  at  a  slightly  lower  rate  of  interest  to  the 
small  farmers.  It  has  been  claimed  for  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act  that  it  has  reduced 
the  rate  of  interest  in  the  colony.  Now,  this  I 
cannot  agree  with;  but  at  the  same  time  I 
most  give  the  Government  credit  for  having 
bronght  the  small  farmers — those  who  wish  to 
borrow  small  sums  of  money  —  into  contact 
with  the  cheap  money.  It  has  reduced  the  rate 
of  interest,  no  doubt,  to  those  who  wish  to 
borrow  sums  varying  from  £100  to  £500;  but 
it  is  wrong,  I  thmk,  to  claim  great  credit  for 
maintaining  the  low  rate  of  interest  at  the  pre- 
sent time.    It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  tnat 


three  or  three  and  a  half  years  ago  one  large 
life  insurance  company  doing  business  in  the 
colony  advanced  upon  good  freehold  preperty 
a  sum  of  £180,  at  5  per  cent,  interest.  Now, 
if  they  have  advanced  that  in  one  case  they 
would  surely  do  it  in  another  under  similar 
conditions.  Any  person  having  first  -  class 
security  can  get  money  from  other  sources 
than  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Department 
at  5  per  cent.,  and  even  at  lower  rates.  But» 
as  I  stated,  I  intend  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  in  order  that  the  Govern- 
ment may  not  have  the  opportunity  of  saying, 
that  it  is  owing  to  the  Opposition  that  they 
were  compelled  to  borrow  a  million  and  a  half 
in  the  London  market  at  one  time,  and  to  hold* 
it  in  hand,  with  loss  of  interest,  until  they 
could  lend  it  through  the  department. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  (Minister  of  Lands).— It 
is  evident  to  me.  Sir,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  read 
the  Bill;  for  he  knows,  at  any  rate,  that  we 
have  the  full  right  to  borrow  a  million  and  a 
half  of  money  at  present,  and  he  has  taken  a 
sensible  view  of  the  matter,  and  he  is  not  going 
to  force  us  to  borrow  it  all  at  once.  Sir,  various 
speakers  who  have  spoken  to-night  on  ihe  third 
reading  of  this  Bill  nave  gone  into  many  mat- 
ters outside  the  Bill  itself.  First,  I  will  come 
to  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Ricoar- 
ton.  He,  Sir,  has  evidently  got  the  idea  into 
his  mind  that  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Depart- 
ment is  for  the. purpose  of  assisting  the  land- 
for-settlement  scheme. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  "  Hear,  hear."  He  has  got  that  into 
his  head,  and  I  believe  he  is  so  politically  obsti- 
nate that  it  is  impossible  to  get  it  out  of  his 
head.  Nothing  I  can  say  will  induce  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  believe  but  that  it  is 
so.  However,  I  gave  the  honourable  gentleman 
the  other  day,  in  reply  to  a  question  he  put  to 
me  in  the  Hoase,  a  clear  statement,  showing 
him  that  this  Advances  to  Settlers  Office  was 
not  being  made  use  of  in  this  way,  as  he 
imagined  it  was.  Well,  I  could  do  nothing 
further  than  give  him  the  statement  compiled 
for  me  by  the  department.  That  made  it  clear, 
and  that  statement  I  read  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— You  promised  it  me  in 
writing. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Yes.  It  is  evident  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  so  politically  blind  in 
connection  with  this  matter  that  he  cannot  see 
that  anything  good  can  possibly  come  from 
this  side  of  the  House,  and  that  nothing  I  can 
do  or  say  will  shake  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's disbelief ;  but  I  believe,  from  the  fact 
that  he  himself  has  been  a  Minister  of  the 
Grown,  there  are  some  officers  in  the  depart- 
ment he  does  believe  in,  and  what  he  wants  is 
a  statement  upon  the  table  of  the  House  with 
the  name  of  one  of  those  officers  upon  it.  That 
I  will  give  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  I 
hope  it  will  remove  the  obstinate  opinion  he 
has  got  in  connection  with  this  matter.  But  I 
am  going  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman  once 
more  a  clear  statement  upon  this  matter — not 
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«o  much  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  oonvinoe 
him,  because  I  am  sure  I  should  fail  in  that, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  other  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  also  the  public  of 
New  Zealand,  who  are  prepared  to  receive 
my  statements  with  more  favour.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  tried  to  make  out  that  the 
settlers  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
were  receiving  money  from  this  department  for 
ithe  purpose  of  paying  their  rent.  Now,  I 
pointed  out  the  other  day  that,  out  of  the  1,081 
settlers  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  in 
New  Zealand,  only  forty- one  had  got  any  ad- 
vance under  this  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  and 
that  only  one  of  that  number  had  any  arrears 
of  rent  due  when  the  money  was  advanced; 
that  is,  only  one  settler  out  of  1,031  settlers, 
^ow,  that  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  in  any  way 
.giving  any  great  assistance  to  the  land-for- 
settlements  scheme,  because  we  could  do  with- 
.out  that  one  settler.  Now,  the  amount  ad- 
vanced under  the  ad vances-to- settlers  scheme 
to  land-for-settlement  tenants  is  £2,360,  or  at 
the  rate  of  £57  lis.  9^d.  each  to  the  forty- one 
who  have  received  advances,  and  the  security 
we  hold  against  that  amounts  to  £6,156,  or 
more  than  double — nearly  three  times — the 
amount  advanced.  That,  I  think,  ought  to 
convince  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  I  will 
get  it  put  into  a  return  and  laid  upon  the  table  of 
the  House.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  other  mat- 
ters which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred 
to,  with  regard  to  Grown  tenants — of  course  I 
am  referring  here  to 'those  tenants  who  have 
got  land  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
— those  are  the  principal  people  the  honourable 
gentleman  stated  were  getting  advantages,  and 
that  we  were  making  use  of  the  department  to 
bolster  up. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  included  other  Crown 
land  tenants. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— There  is  a  large  num- 
ber of  other  Grown  tenants,  of  course,  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  distinctly  stated  that  we 
were  bolstering  up  the  land-for-settlements 
scheme  by  the  one  for  making  advances  to 
settlers.  There  are  other  Grown  tenants  to 
whom  advances  have  been  made,  and  there 
are  education  reserve  leaseholders,  and  lease- 
holders under  the  West  Goast  Settlement 
Beserve  leases,  and  also  under  the  Land  Act, 
who  have  obtained  money  under  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Act.  But,  Sir,  I  am  in 
a  position  to  inform  the  House  to-night 
that,  with  regard  to  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act,  the  statements  made  by  honourable  mem- 
bers to-night  are  far  off  the  mark,  and  that  if 
this  department  is  only  left  alone  for  a  short 
time  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  show  the 
country  that  we  have  made  up  the  losses 
created  by  the  fact  that  we  had  to  borrow  a 
million  and  a  half  at  one  time,  and  were  not 
able  to  advance  it  for  a  considerable  time 
afterwards.  There  is  a  return  laid  upon  the 
table,  which  has  been  condemned  oy  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Gity  (Mr. 
Duthie)  in  very  hard  terms,  and  that  return 
shows  the  exact  position  of  the  account  on 
the  diet  March  last.  Since  then  we  have 
Mr,  J,  McKengU 


been  able  to  pay,  or  within  the  next  few 
days  we  shall  oe  able  to  pay,  the  whole  of 
the  arrears  to  the  consolidated  revenue,  and 
at  the  end  of  this  month  we  shall  have  £7,000 
in  hand  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  interest 
when  it  falls  due  at  the  beginning  of  the  year; 
and  on  the  Slst  March  next,  from  the  calcula- 
tions we  have  made  at  the  present  time,  we 
shall  be  in  the  position  of  having  the  whole 
of  the  arrears  paid  off,  and  all  the  interest ; 
and  after  that  we  will  tackle  the  £105,000 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Gitv  (Mr.  Duthie)  as  an  asset 
which  has  nothing  against  it.  But  that  is 
not  so.  The  honourable  gentleman  must 
know  that  at  the  time  a  calculation  was 
me^e  as  to  the  amount  of  interest  we  were  to 
charge  on  the  money  advanced  to  the  settlers 
by  these  loans,  and'  that  the  calculation  was 
made  that  a  certain  proportion  of  that  interest 
would  be  going  to  fill  up  the  gap  caused  by  the 
money  required  for  the  flotation  of  the  loan. 
The  honourable  member  must  remember  that ; 
and,  when  the  honourable  member  says  we  have 
no  asset  against  that,  we  have  only  to  refer  to 
the  extra  interest  we  are  getting  from  the 
settlers  on  the  money  to  enable  us  to  meet 
that  item.  Another  speaker — I  think  it  was 
the  honourable  member  for  Franklin,  Mr. 
Massey— stated  that  we  have  evaded  our  duty 
in  connection  with  the  insurance-  or  sinking- 
fund  for  this  loan.  I  again  say  that  that  is 
not  the  case,  for  the  reason  that  the  first  year 
we  did  pay  it,  but  the  Audit  Department  told 
us  that  we  could  not  legally  pay  this  money 
until  such  time  as  we  paid  up  all  arrears 
due  to  the  consolidated  revenue,  and  also  paid 
off  this  £105,000  that  was  required  for  the 
purpose  of    the  fiotation    of  the    loan.    And 

9  30  ^^^°  ^^^^  ^*  ^°°®  ^®  shall  be  able 
to  pull  up  the  arrears  so  far  as  the 
sinking-fund  is  concerned,  and  a  long  time 
before  the  loan  is  due  we  shall  be  in  a  good 
position,  and  will  be  able  to  pay  not  only  the 
mterest,  but  the  1  per  cent,  instalments  as  they 
come  in  from  time  to  time,  which  instalments 
are  charged  to  the  settlers  themselves. 

Mr.  G.  HUTGHISON.— You  do  not  expect 
to  get  5  per  cent,  for  fifty  years  hence  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  loans  will  be  paid 
off  long  before  that,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  it.  Then,  it  was  said  that  we  were 
going  outside  of  the  colony  to  borrow  money. 
Is  there  one  word  in  this  Bill  to  indicate  to 
members  that  we  are  going  outside  for  the 
money  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.—  Where  did  you  get  it  last 
time? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.—We  got  it  outside  of 
the  colony  last  time,  because  money  was  not 
so  plentiful  in  the  colony  then  as  it  is  now. 
If  we  could  get  the  money  in  the  colony  we 
would  certainly  take  it.  Now,  the  reason  we 
are  asking  the  House  to  pass  this  Bill  is  this: 
We  must  raise  a  million  and  a  half  before  a 
certain  day  in  October  next,  unless  the  House 
is  prepared  to  extend  the  time ;  and  if  the  Bill 
is  passed  we  shall  borrow  from  time  to  time  as 
we  require  the  money.    We  shall  borrow  in  the 
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oolony  ii  the  money  is  here,  and  shall  go  out- 
nde  it  only  if  we  find  that  we  cannot  get  the 
money  in  the  oolony.  That,  I  think,  ought  to 
meet  the  objections  of  honourable  members 
who  say  we  are  going  outside  the  oolony  to 
borrow  money  when  we  mi^ht  get  it  within 
the  oolony.  One  member  said  we  might  make 
Qse  of  the  lending  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Life  Insurance  Departmeot  is 
lending  money  every  day,  but  it  can  only  lend 
sums  up  to  £10,000,  while  the  great  bulk  of 
the  loans  of  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Depart- 
ment are  far  below  that.  It  is  a  rare  thing  for 
the  department  to  lend  £3,000,  which  is  the 
highest  sum  it  can  lend.  The  sums  it  lends 
out  range  generally  from  £30  to  £500.  For 
■urns  aboTO  that  the  Government  Insurance 
Department  come  in:  they  lend  from  £3,000 
to  £10,000.  By  this  means  they  are  able  to 
lend  out  money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest.  Then 
the  Public  Trustee  comes  in:  he  lends  out 
sums  above  £10,000.  Therefore,  the  whole  of 
the  moneys  that  the  House  has  allowed  these 
several  departments  to  lend  out  is  being  pro- 
fitably used  by  the  settlers  of  New  Zealand ; 
but  it  is  not  all  in  the  hands  of  the  small 
settlers.  Many  other  settlers  of  the  oolony  are 
getting  advances  from  these  departments,  and 
if  this  Advances  to  Settlers  Department  was 
not  in  existence  the  colonists  of  New  Zealand 
would  have  to  pay  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than 
they  are  payiog  now.  Ijet  me  tell  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  that  they  are  contradicting 
each  other.  The  honourable  member  for  Patea 
says  he  is  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  but  he  thinks 
the  interest  should  be  further  reduced.  An- 
other honourable  member  says  the  Government 
have  robbed  the  widows  and  the  orphans,  and 
the  working-men,  and  the  insurance  policy- 
holders, because  we  have  reduced  the  rates  of 
interest.  Now,  how  cckn  any  part  of  the  com- 
munity of  this  colony  believe  in  the  Opposition 
when  they  appear  in  this  House  as  a  divided 
family?  One  honourable  member  said  we 
must  reduce  the  interest,  as  it  is  too  higb, 
and  another  says  it  is  too  low.  But  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  we  have  the  real  mind  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. From  what  he  has  told  us  we  may 
gather  that  if  the  Opposition  only  get'  into 
power  they  will  repeu  the  Bill,  or  they  will 
not  put  it  into  operation  ;  they  will  not  borrow 
the  money,  and  therefore  the  Bill  will  be  use- 
lees,  and  the  people  will  not  have  cheap  money. 
The  honourable  member  also  told  us  that  the 
Australian  Mutual  Provident  Society  was  offer- 
ing money  at  4}  per  cent.  But  where  does 
the  interest  on  the  advances  made  by  that 
society  go  to  ?  Does  it  remain  in  the  colony  ? 
Does  it  not  go  to  Sydney?  Do  not  the 
bulk  of  the  shareholders  live  outside  New  Zea- 
land ?  The  fact  is,  the  honourable  gentleman 
can  see  everything  good  in  that  society,  but 
nothing  at  all  good  in  the  Government  advanc- 
ing money  in  the  same  way.  If  the  A.M.P. 
Society  is  prepared  to  lend  money  at  4^  per 
cent,  to  the  settlers  of  New  Zealand,  in  sums 
zaoging  from  £80  up  to  £500,  then  the  settlers 
will  not  come  to  the  Government  for  assist- 


ance. They  have  sufficient  sense  to  know 
where  to  go  to  get  money  at  the  most  favourable 
terms  to  themselves.  We  do  not  force  these 
settlers  to  come  to  ue  for  money,  and  we  do 
not  go  about  the  country  touting  for  securities, 
as  that  society  does.  We  allow  the  settlers 
to  come  to  us  of  their  own  free-will ;  and  if 
they  can  get  better  terms  elsewhere  they  may 
go  anywhere  they  please.  But  at  the  time  we 
passed  this  Bill,  what  was  the  interest  charged 
by  the  A.M.P.  Society  in  New  Zealand?  It 
was  6,  7,  and  8  per  cent.  And  they  were 
only  forced  to  bring  it  down  because  by  this 
scheme  the  Government  brought  down  the  rate 
throughout  the  colony ;  and  if  we  were  to 
repeal  this  Act  to-morrow,  or  to  stay  our 
hand  in  advancing  money  to  the  settlers  of 
New  Zealand  to  improve  their  properties,  and 
to  pay  ofi  mortgages  which  are  running  at  a 
high  rate  of  interest,  that  society  and  other 
lending  societies  would  at  once  increase  the 
rate  of  interest  again,  so  that  it  is  only  by 
keeping  this  Bill  on  the  statute-book  that  we- 
can  keep  the  interest  at  a  fair  and  reasonable 
rate.  The  honourable  geotleman  says  he  is 
going  to  protest  against  the  Bill.  He  may 
protest  as  long  as  he  chooses,  but  the  people  of 
this  country  are  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  when 
the  honourable  member  comes  on  to  these 
benches  he  will  have  to  keep  it  on  the  statute- 
book,  or  he  will  leave  these  benches  again  in  a 
very  short  time.  Let  me  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  that.  I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  also  told 
us  to-night  the  8  per- cent,  loan  did  not  receive 
favourable  terms  at  Home.  I  wish  to  say  this  : 
The  8-per-cent.  loan  created  by  this  House, 
and  which  was  floated  on  the  London  market, 
was  the  first  colonial  3per-oent.  loan  ever 
floated  there,  except  with  one  exception  of  a 
Canadian  loan  with  an  Imperial  guarantee. 

An  Hon.  Member. — There  was  no  guarantee. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  think  the  Canadian 
loan  had  an  Imperial  guarantee.  However,  we 
were  the  first  of  the  Australasian  Colonies  that 
went  to  London  and  floated  a  loan  at  3  per 
cent.  And  what  did  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea  say  when  the  Bill  providing  for  that 
loan  was  going  through  this  House  f  If  mem- 
bers will  read  his  speech  in  1894  on  this  Bill 
they  will  see  what  he  said.  I  have  not  time  to 
further  refer  to  it,  and  I  do  not  want  to  read  to 
the  House  his  prophecies,  which  never  come 
true.  The  honourable  member  on  that  ocoa- 
sion  prophesied  that  we  would  not  get  the 
money  at  3}  per  cent.,  but  we  managed  to  get 
it  at  3  per  cent. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— You  had  to  pay 
£106,000  to  get  it. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— We  had  to  pay 
£105,897,  and  at  the  time  it  was  considered  one 
of  the  best  strokes  of  finance  ever  performed  ow 
the  London  market.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man cannot  deny  that ;  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  we  got  favourable  terms,  notwithstanding 
the  bare  assertion  of  the  honourable  member 
who,  in  connection  with  the  loans  of  New 
Zealand,  has  got  a  bee  in  his  bonnet.  Whe&> 
he  went  to  the  Old  Country  he  got  hold  of  some* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


382         Oovemment  Advances     .     [HOUSE.] 


to  Settlers  Bill. 


[Aua.  9 


of  the  unfortunate  bondholders  of  the  Midland 
Railway,  and,  after  seeing  them,  he  became 
pessimistic  regarding  the  best  interests  of  this 
colony,  and  he  actually  begins  to  believe  that 
the  Government  on  these  benches  is  acting 
cruelly  towards  the  unfortunate  bondholders. 
The  honourable  member  for  Hawera  at  one 
time  had  a  bee  in  his  bonnet  regarding  the 
question  of  the  Taranakt  bondholders ;  but  now, 
Sir,  the  Taranaki  bondholders  are  getting  5  per 
cent,  and  10  per  cent,  profit  on  their  bonds, 
and  so  we  hear  no  more  of  the  matter;  and 
as  to  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  I 
should  be  very  sorry  if  he  took  up  the  same 
position  in  connection  with  the  Midland  Bail- 
way  bondholders.  The  honourable  gentleman 
then  found  fault  with  other  matters  in  this 
department.  He  found  fault  with  the  manner 
in  which  we  treated  the  profit, — or  rather  the 
exceptional  treatment  he  says  we  applied  to  the 
profit — which  was  made  in  connection  with  the 
advances  to  settlers.  That  profit,  he  also  says, 
should  not  be  paid  to  the  department.  Weil, 
to  whom  should  it  have  been  paid  if  not  to  the 
department?  Does  the  honourable  member 
mean  to  say  that  this  department  should  pay 
the  profits  arising  from  their  investments — 
from  investments  which  were  made  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  whole  of  the  money  could  not 
be  lent  out  at  one  time  with  profit — into  the 
consolidated  revenue?  Does  he  mean  to  say 
that  those  profits  should  have  gone  into  the 
oonsolidated  revenue  ? 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— That  is  what  you  are  doing 
in  the  case  of  other  departments. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— Sir,  we  are  nbt  doing 
it  every  time,  and  that  is  where  the  honourable 
member  is  making  a  mistake.  Does  the  honour- 
able member  mean  to  say  that  the  profits  made 
by  the  Insurance  Department  are  treated  in 
that  way—  that  any  portion  goes  into  the  con- 
solidated revenue  ?  Not  at  all.  The  Insurance 
Department  gets  the  full  benefit  of  all  its 
investments  whatever  they  may  be,  and  we 
are  perfectly  right  in  giving  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Department  credit  for  any  of  the 
profits  made  in  connection  with  its  operations, 
seeing  we  were  losing  money  owing  to  the  fact 
that  we  could  not  get  investments  for  the  loan. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  went  on  to 
complain  because  only  part  of  the  salaries  of 
the  Postmasters  are  debited  to  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Department,  and  said  that  a  sufficient 
sum  was  not  debited  to  this  department ;  but 
does  he  know  that  the  postal  officers  of  this 
colony  make  themselves  useful  in  other  ways 
in  connection  with  the  government  of  the 
country  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— And  they  pay  full  value 
for  it  too. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— We  are  also  paying 
full  value  ;  and  I  can  assure  the  honourable 
member  that  the  amount  necessary  and  that 
had  to  be  paid  to  the  Postal  Department  for  ser- 
vices rendered  was  decided  by  the  two  officers 
at  the  head  of  the  departments  without  any 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  Government  at 
all.  The  two  officers  themselves  settled  the 
amount,  and  it  is  subject  to  revision  from  time 
Mr.  J.  McKentie 


to  time  in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  work 
that  the  Postal  Department  will  be  called  on  to 
do  for  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Office.  There- 
fore the  honourable  member  is  entirely  wrong 
in  the  opinion  he  expressed  to-night  that  the 
Government  have  been  trying  to  make  the 
Postal  Department  do  work  for  the  Advances  ta 
Settlers  Department  for  a  small  consideration, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  lattec 
department  show  a  greater  profit  than  it 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  exhibit,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  bolstering  it  up.  The  amount 
allowed  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  work  done, 
because  the  nonourable  gentleman  must  know, 
and  any  country  meml>er  must  know,  that  in 
the  case  of  the  country  post-offioes  the  Post- 
masters there  have  not  sufficient  work  to  do  in 
connection  with  their  offices.  They  have  plenfy 
of  time  in  which  to  do  their  work  as  Post- 
master, and  they  can  easily  do  other  work  in 
addition,  and  the  department  actually  makes  a 
profit  by  the  work  they  do  for  our  department. 
The  honourable  member  also  went  on  to  find 
fault  with  the  Order  in  Council.  An  Order  in 
Council  is  like  a  red  rag  to  a  bull  to  the 
gentlemen  .'on  the  other  side  of  the  House ; 
but,  Sir,  when  their  party  was  in  office  ther 
did  exactly  the  same  thing.  They  required 
Orders  in  Council  for  all  sorts  of  things,  and  they 
ifisued  them  without  scruple ;  but  now  they  have 
come  to  this  conclusion :  that  by  an  Order  in 
Council  this  Government  might  do  something 
which  would  displease  them,  and  they  would 
consequently  like  to  have  everything  settled  by 
legislation  passed  by  this  House ;  but  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  day  vtUI  never  arrive  when  an 
Act  of  Parliament  can  be  put  through  correctly 
that  will  not  require  subsequently  an  Order  in 
Council  to  enable  its  provisions  to  be  carried 
out.  Those  honourable  gentlemen,  when  the 
time  comes  for  them  to  come  over  here,  will  do 
the  same  thing,  and  then  let  them  take  care, 
for  we  shall  talk  to-  them  about  Orders  in 
Council  in  the  same  manner  that  they  have 
tried  to  talk  to  us,  whenever  they  try  to  bring 
them  in.  Then,  the  honourable  member  says 
that  this  Act  is  being  used  for  political  pur- 
poses, for  obtaining  political  patronage.  01 
course,  the  honourable  gentleman  and  other 
honourable  members  may  say  so.  It  is  a 
nice  thing  to  say — to  a  class  of  people  who 
are  opposed  to  advancing  cheap  money  to 
farmers — that  the  Government  are  wodcing 
the  Act  for  political  purposes.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  thinks  that  is  a  legitimate 
thing  to  do,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
every  one  connected  with  this  department 
were  examined  on  oath  before  any  Judge  of 
the  land,  or  before  any  proper  tribnniJ,  it 
would  have  to  be  admitted  that  the  depart, 
ment  has  never  been  made  use  of  for  pohtioal 
purposes ;  and  that  is  my  reply  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  The  same  statement  was 
made  with  regard  to  other  departments,  but  it 
was  contradicted  and  proved  to  be  wrong. 
Before  I  sit  down  I  must  say  a  word  to  tmi 
honourable  member  for  Patea.  He,  Sir,  made 
a  statement  here  to-night  with  regard  to  the 
history  of  this  loan,  and  with  regard  to  the 
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Sionoorable  member  for  Awarua.  Misrepre- 
sentation and  fraad— those  were  the  terms  the 
honourable  gentleman  used ;  and  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  not  use  those 
^erms  in  this  House  about  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua,  or  any  other  person. 
I  venture  to  say  that,  if  the  honourable 
•member  for  Awarua  had  been  in  his  place, 
he  would  not  have  made  these  charges.  Let 
'the  honourable  member  repeat  them  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Awarua  is  in  his 
place,  and  let  him  challenge  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua  to  show  that  he  has  not 
misrepresented  the  colony  or  exercised  fraud  in 
•connection  with  this  loan.  That  would  have 
been  a  fair  thing  for  him  to  do  to-night,  and 
then  he  would  have  given  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Awarua  an  opportunity  of  defending 
/himself  and  not  have  made  statements  behind 
^e  honourable  gentleman's  back.  The  whole 
^natter  referred  to  was  threshed  out  in  this 
House  before,  and  the  honourable  gentleman's 
Action  to-night  enly  goes  to  prove  how  utterly 
incorrect  all  his  statements  are. 

Mi.  SEDDON.— What  Mr.  Ward    said   in 
Ijondon  is  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  was  to  refer  to  some- 
thing the  honourable  member  for  Napier  said. 
However,  my  time  is  up,  and  I  see  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  not  in  his  place.  I  am  sorry 
for  that,  because  I  was  going  to  give  the  House 
A  little  bit  of  history  in  connection  with  deeds, 
.and  the  money  spent  on  lawyers,  but  he  is  not 
here,  and  I  will  refer  to  it  some  other  time. 
But  let  me  say  this  to  the  honourable  member : 
that  it  is  certain  he  did  not  read  the  Bill,  be- 
-  cause  it  is  clearly  laid  down  there  that  we  are 
going  to  borrow  the  money  before  the  last  day 
of  October,  1901,  and  we  only  want  three  vears 
within  which  to  borrow  the  money;  there- 
fore there  is  no  fear  of  our  making  the  same 
mistake  we  made  before,  in  borrowing  money 
we  cannot  lend  out  at  once.  Our  object  is 
cnly  to  borrow  the  money  from  time  to  time 
as  we  require  it  for  lending  out;  and 
we  are  not  going  to  hunt  about  for  securi- 
tieSj  but  we  will  let  the  settlers  come  to  the 
office  for  the  money  they  require,  and  after  a 
»careful  investigation  of  the  securities  we  will 
lend  them  such  money  as  we  think  advisable 
on  them,  and  we  will  borrow  at  the  same  rate 
as  we  require  it,  and  consequently  we  shall  not 
be  losing  money  again  through  borrowing  with- 
out being  able  to  advance  it  at  once.  That 
'being  the  case,  I  have  no  doubt  the  House  will 
support  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  will 
show  those  gentlemen  that,  notwithstanding 
their  protests  to-night,  the  country  is  in  favour 
-of  the  measure  I  have  asked  the  House  to 


pass. 
The  House  divided. 
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Bill  read  a  third  time. 

MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  REFORM  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  the  amendments  b« 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said,— I  hope  the 
House  will  agree  to  the  Bill  as  it  stands* 
Intimation  was  given  of  a  motion  for  reoom- 
mittal  for  the  purpose  of  lowering  the  amount 
fixed  from  £10  to  £5.  I  scarcely  think,  Sir, 
now,  with  the  amendments  otherwise  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Hutoheson),  that  there  will  be  any 
necessity  for  recommittal.  I  would  ask  mem- 
bers to  agree  to  the  Bill. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).— I 
desire  to  congratulate  the  House  on 
the  passmg  of  a  measure  of  this  character.  It 
is  not  to  be  recognised  as  the  Bill  introduced 
by  the  Premier  a  few  weeks  ago.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  the  Bill  of  the  Opposition.  No 
doubt  there  are  features  of  the  Bill  which  the 
Opposition  would  have  desired  to  see  improved ; 
but  to  all  intents  and  purposes  it  gives  effect 
to  the  proposition  given  notice  of  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  when  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced, ^hat,  instead  of  a  residential  franchise 
extending  to  all  those  names  which  had  been 
twelve  months  on  the  parliamentary  roll  of  the 
borough — however  they  may  have  got  there — 
the  Bill  now  proposes  to  establish  a  household 
franchise  in  municipalities.  The  Premier  de- 
clined to  accept  the  homely  and  common-sense 
definition  of  a  **  householder  **  as  proposed  br 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  must  needs 
insert  instead  the  hybrid  title  of  "  residential 
occupant,"  with  an  interpretation  which  will 
cause  some  little  confusion  ;  but  it  means  vir- 
tually "  householder."  In  his  treatment  of  the 
proposition  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  the 
Premier  followed  the  plan  said  to  have  been  in 
vogue  with  the  gipsies,  who,  when  they  stole  a 
child,  proceeded  to  disfigure  it.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  mutilation,  which  is  only  skin-deep,  I 
congratulate  the  House  on  the  passing  of  a 
measure  of  reform  which,  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, gives  effect  to  the  policy  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. 
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Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thames).— I  was  pleased  to 
hear  the  honourable  member  congratulate  the 
Bouse  on  passing  this  Bill,  and  lay  so  much 
stress  on  the  amendment  which  was  proposed 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  will  take 
the  opportunity  of  putting  myself  right,  be- 
cause an  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  took  occasion  when  he  had 
no  arguments  of  his  own  on  this  Bill  to  repeat 
■ome  of  mine.  That  bemg  the  case,  the  Con- 
servative press  of  the  colony  from  one  end  to 
the  other  had  considerable  paragraphs  as  to 
my  position  on  a  Bill  of  a  somewhat  similar 
character  introduced  some  time  ago  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Avon,  and  pointed 
out  that  I  had  on  that  oocebsion,  as  com- 
pared with  now,  performed  an  acrobatic  feat, 
and  turned  a  somersault.  In  reality,  as  will 
be  found  by  reference  to  SaTisard,  I  supported 
Mr.  Tanner's  Bill,  but  I  used  certain  argu- 
ments proving  why  it  was  unnecessary  to  go 
the  full  length  of  Mr.  Tanner's  Bill  at  that 
time,  and  when  it  came  to  this  Bill  I  used 
arguments  of  a  similar  character  in  support  of 
this  Bill,  showing  in  the  meantime  I  had  been 
before  my  constituents  and  we  had  the  ques- 
tion thoroughly  threshed  out,  and  I  was  pre- 
pared, as  belonging  to  the  party  of  progress,  to 
show  that  I  was  prepared  to  go  on  progress- 
ing gradually,  and,  instead  of  turning  a  somer- 
sault or  altering  my  opinions,  my  opinions  from 
the  introduction  of  Mr.  Tanner's  Bill  till  now 
have  been  simply  a  progression,  proving  that  I 
belong  to  the  progressive  party  m  this  House, 
and  not  to  the  fossilised  party  opposite.  But 
nothing  is  said  with  reference  to  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  in  reference  to  these  two  Bills, 
and  I  am  going  to  draw  attention  to  this  fact : 
In  speaking  on  Mr.  Tanner's  Bill,  the  honour- 
able member,  in  replying  to  the  Premier,  said 
that  Mr.  Tanner's  Bill  was  a  bad  Bill,  and  he 
would  vote  against  it.  But  what  do  we  find 
when  the  present  Bill  comes  before  the  House  ? 
We  find  him  moving  an  amendment  exactly 
in  the  words  of  Mr.  Tanner's  Bill.  And  does 
the  Opposition  Press  of  the  colony  find  out  any 
turning  at  all  here,  or  an  acrobatic  feat  ?  Not 
at  all.  I  do  not  see  why  they  should,  because 
the  honourable  gentleman  shows  he  is  better 
than  the  party  of  which  he  is  leader,  and  that 
he  is  prepared  to  progress,  and  has  made  pro-t 
gress  since  the  Bill  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Tanner,  seeing  that  he  is  prepared  to  adopt  the 
principle  which  was  in  that  Bill  a  year  ago.  I 
heartily  support  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill ; 
but  I  could  not  help  being  amused  with  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
when  he  spoke  of  the  gipsies  stealing  a  child— 
an  idea  passed  through  my  mind  as  he  spoke, 
and  I  hoped  he  was  not  a  stolen  child. 

Mr.  O'BEGAM  (BuUer).— Sir,  I  am  exceed- 
ingly glad  the  Bill  has  reached  its  third-reading 
stage,  and  I  hope  that  when  it  reaches  another 
place  it  will  be  allowed  to  pass  into  law.  I  do 
not  think  we  could  have  more  evidence  of 
popular  approval  on  the  question  of  extending 
the  municipal  franchise  than  the  fact  that  the 
Bill,  as  it  now  stands,  is  practically  supported 
by  the  whole  House,  nearly  every  member  of 


the  Opposition  supporting  it.  It  has  also  met- 
with  the  approval  of  the  recent  Municipal  Con- 
ference, which  certainly  represents,  if,  indeed^, 
it  represents  anything,  the  Conservative  feeling 
of  the  country.  I  regret  the  Bill  has  been  so 
far  modified  that  the  parliamentary  roll  is 
now  not  recognised.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
an  unjust  reflection  on  the  members  of  this  • 
House,  and  an  unwarrantable  reflection  on  the 
men  and  women  of  the  country,  to  say  that^ 
although  competent  to  elect  members  of  this 
House — some  would  even  have  them  to  elect 
the  Legislative  Council— they  are  not  to  be 
trusted  to  elect  members  of  Borough  Councils. 
What  becomes  of  the  much- vaunted  cry  "Trust 
the  people  "  if  in  regard  to  the  election  of  local 
bodies  we  are  afraid  to  trust  those  who  elect 
members  of  Parliament,  and  who  are  trusted  to 
control  hotels  ?  All  the  stereotyped  objections 
to  this  Bill  in  its  various  stages — all  that  has 
been  said  about  enfranchising  people  having  no 
stake  in  the  country— all  the  dire  predictions- 
in  regard  to  it  are  but  mere  reiterations  of 
sophistries  grown  stale  by  repetition.  I  have 
always  contended  that  the  extension  of  the 
local  franchise  is  the  keystone  of  local  go- 
vernment reform.  I  heartily  believe  in  con- 
siderably extending  the  powers  of  the  local 
bodies.;  we  cannot  arrange  the  afiairs  of  the 
country  on  a  satisfactory  basis  until  we  do  so. 
But,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  absurd  to 
increase  the  responsibilities  of  bodies  in  elect- 
ing whom  but  a  few  of  the  people  have  a- 
voice.  The  members  of  our  local  bodies — I  say 
nothing  against  them  personally — certainly  do 
not  represent  anything  more  than  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  people,  and  hence  they  have  out 
very  little  influence.  There  is  nothing  more 
absurd  than  to  see  County  Councils  and  Muni- 
cipal Conferences  assembling  every  year  and 
passing  resolutions  about  which  the  people  care 
little,  and  Parliament  less.  The  sole  reason  why 
the  deliberations  and  recommendations  of  these 
gentlemen  carry  so  little  weight  is  because  the 
people  of  the  country  know  they  do  not  repre- 
sent any  considerablejportion  of  public  opinion. 
I  should  like  honourable  members  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  what  is  passing  in  Great  Britain  in 
regard  to  the  great  question  of  local  govern- 
ment. In  this  important  respect  we  are  far 
behind  the  people  of  the  Old  Country.  In  this 
country  there  is  a  want  of  civic  patriotism, . 
a  want  of  deep  and  genuine  interest  in  loeal 
afiairs ;  and  the  first  step  towards  removing  . 
that  reproach  certainly  is  the  liberalising  of 
the  franchise.  The  experience  of  the  past  is 
surely  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  assuming  that 
when  we  trust  the  people  with  responsibilitv  they 
will  rise  to  a  due  sense  of  that  responsibility. 
I  find  that  in  the  City  of  Glasgow,  takiqg  that 
merely  as  an  illustration  of  the  local  government 
system  in  the  Old  Country,  the  councillors  are 
described  in  a  recent  work — **  Municipal  Go- 
vernment in  Great  Britain,"  by  Alfred  Shaw — 
as  upright,  respected  men  of  business ',  and 
they  are  elected  on  a  wider  franchise  than  are 
members  of  Parliament.  The  parliamentary 
electoral  roll  of  the  City  of  Glasgow  in  1691 
totalled  78,738  names,  but  the  number  on  tha 
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municipal  roll  was  94,186  names,  the  reason 
being  that,  although  the  qualificauon  in  other 
respects  is  the  same,  women  are  admitted  to 
the  municipal  franchise.  Now,  as  showing 
what  has  been  and  is  being  done — and  this 
is  only  one  illustration  of  what  is  being  gene- 
rally achieved — I  have  here  an  extract  from  a 
recent  number  of  the  Pall  MaU  QazetUt  which 
Bays,— 

**  The  Corporation  of  Glasgow  is  much  dis- 
appointed at  the  decision  of  the  Government, 
acting  on  the  recommendation  of  (he  Oommis- 
Bioner  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject, 
not  to  grant  them  control  of  the  telephone 
system  of  the  city.  About  £4,000  was  spent  in 
support  of  the  application.  The  decision  is 
regarded  as  a  serious  impediment  to  the  extra- 
ordioary  progress  of  the  city.  Few  people  out- 
side Glasgow  are  aware  of  the  ent^prise  of  its 
municipal  legislators.  They  long  ago  acquired 
the  gas  and  water  undertakings  ;  in  1894  they 
took  over  the  tramways.  They  are  about  to 
establish  a  municipal  bauk.  .  .  .  The 
Municipality  provides  baths  at  *  twopence  a 
swim,'  and  public  wash-houses  for  the  con- 
venience of  housewives  who  have  not  the  facili- 
ties for  purifying  clothes  at  home.  The  city 
owns  several  model  lodging-houses,  not  to  speak 
of  a  *  family  home.'  On  Saturday  afternoons, 
dunng  the  winter  months,  there  are  Corpora- 
tion coQ certs,  the  admission  to  which  is  one 
pel  iny .  The  Council  have  laid  out  a  golf-  course, 
the  rate  for  a  day's  play  on  which  is  twopence. 
In  the  summer  months  they  have  occasionally 
a  dozen  bands  performing  in  the  public  parks 
in  one  day  ;  they  deal  with  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  in  their  own  hospitals;  they  have 
built,  and  are  still  building,  houses  where  the 
working-classes  can  live  at  moderate  rents. 
Only  quite  recently  the  Corporation  opened  a 
*  people's  palace,'  in  which  musical  entertain- 
ments are  given  free.  Apart  from  other  pro- 
jecu  in  hand,  such  as  acquiring  the  telephone 
system,  the  cleansing  of  the  odoriferous  Clyde 
at  a  cost  of  over  a  million  sterling,  the  esta- 
blishment of  free  libraries,  and  the  installation 
of  an  electric  system  of  haulage  for  tramways, 
the  Corporation  seriously  contemplated  a  mea- 
sure for  the  reform  of  the  'corner  boy,'  and 
have  resolved  to  build  for  themselves  on  the 
banks  of  Loch  Katrine  a  house  for  what  one 
member  called  *  a  home  for  aged  councillors.' 
Then  a  scheme  for  the  municipal isation  of  the 
publichouses  is  shortly  to  be  discussed." 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— Where  does  the  money 
for  that  come  from  ? 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— *'  Where  does  the  money  for 
that  oome  from  ?  "  asks  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City.  If  the  honourable  member 
will  looff.  at  page  144  of  the  book  from  which  I 
have  already  quoted  he  will  find  these  words : — 

"  The  general  financial  position  of  the  Muni- 
cipality is  excellent.  Its  debt  is  not  formid- 
ably large,  and  most  of  it  is  potentially  covered 
by  the  growing  sinking-funds  of  prosperous  and 

SFoductive  departmexUs.  The  numerous  un- 
ertakings  of  the  Municipality,  far  from  im- 
posing heavier  burdens  upon  the  ratepayers, 
promise  in  years  to  come  to  yield  an  aggregate 
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net  income  of  augmenting  proportions,  to  the 
relief  of  direct  taxation.  Glasgow  has  shown 
that  a  bold,  broad,  and  enlightened  policy  as 
regards  all  things  pertaining  to  the  health, 
comfort,  and  advancement  of  the  masses  of 
the  citizens  may  be  compatible  with  sound 
economy  and  perfect  solvency." 

Why,  Sir,  when  we  read  of  the  strides  made 
in  Great  Britain  in  the  matter  of  local  govern- 
ment we  should  blush  for  very  shame  in  this 
country.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  for  humilia- 
tion that  members  of  this  House,  who  are 
elected  by  the  people,  should  so  far  reflect 
upon  those  who  sent  them  here  as  to  be  afraid  to 
trust  them  with  the  lesser  duty  of  electing  local 
bodies.  I  look  forward  to  the  time,  Sir — and 
it  is  not  very  far  distant — when  we  shall  no 
longer  see  services  of  public  utility,  such  as 
lighting  and  tramways,  being  owned  by  private 
individuals.  The  time  must  come— the  people 
are  ready  for  the  change  now — when  all  such 
services  will  be  owned  by  the  municipalities. 
We  need  wider  streets ;  we  need  more  open 
spaces  in  our  growing  cities ;  we  should  pro- 
vide for  libraries,  public  baths,  and  gymnas- 
iums. These  and  all  other  similar  public  con- 
veniences should  be,  and  will  be,  controlled  by 
the  municipalities.  But  it  is  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  only  those  who  have  property  are 
concerned  in  all  this.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  people  should  have  the  fullest 
responsibility  in  the  matter  of  electing  those  of 
their  fellow  -  citizens  who  will  be  intrusted 
with  the  duty  of  attending  to  the  ma- 
terial and  moral  welfare  of  the  citizens. 
Then,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  express  regret  at 
the  timidity  of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
this  Bill.  The  extension  of  the  county  fran- 
chise is  equally  as  important  as  the  exten- 
sion of  the  municipal  franchise.  The  long- 
promised  local -government  reform  in  this 
country  can  never  be  made  a  practicable  pro- 
posal until  we  abolish  the  present  illogical  and 
perfectly  obsolete  franchise  by  which  council- 
lors are  elected.  It  seems  to  me,  Sir,  that 
those  members  of  the  House  who  profess  to 
follow  the  Government,  but  oppose  the  exten- 
sion of  the  local  franchise,  have  more  infiuchce 
in  moulding  legislation  of  this  kind  than 
members  who  give  the  Government  a  more 
consistent  support.  We  saw  the  Govern- 
ment bringing  down  a  Bill  under  which  they 
proposed  practically  to  harmonize  the  muni- 
cipal with  the  parliamentary  franchise.  Then, 
through  a  want  of  political  backbone,  they 
allowed  the  measure  to  be  so  modified  that  it 
is  now  such  as  one  might  expect  from  the  Op- 
position. The  Bill  as  it  is,  however,  proposes 
a  step  forward,  and  I  hope  that  the  Liberal 
community  in  this  country  will  not  be  dis- 
appointed by  further  delay  of  this  very  neces- 
sary reform  by  the  action  of  another  place.  I 
hope  also  that  as  soon  as  possible  the  Gk>vern- 
ment  will  introduce  a  measure  to  extend  the 
county  franchise  at  least  to  limit  of  "  one  rate- 
payer one  vote." 

Mr.  CROWTHER  (Auckland  City).  — Sir, 
were  I  not  aware  of  the  strong  convictions  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
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I  should  infer  that  he  had  been  reading  some 
of  the  BtatementB  made  in  Ghristoharoh  by  the 
Mayor  of  that  city.  They,  Sir,  run  thuely : 
that  the  MonioipaJ  Franohise  Conference  re- 
cently held  in  Wellington  got  on  with  its  busi- 
ness very  well  so  soon  as  the  members  of  Par- 
liament had  left  it  to  attend  to  theilr  other 
duties.  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman 
iiimself  was  one  of  that  conference.  Seemingly 
he  would  go  a  long  way  to  hunt  for  pleasures 
and  treasures  that  we  have  got  at  home.  We 
have  got  baths  as  cheap  in  New  Zealand  in 
rates  as  they  have  in  Glasgow,  and  we  have 
got  free  libraries  just  as  well  conducted  as 
those  that  are  in  Glasgow.  He  seems  to  fancy 
that  all  these  pleasures  that  are  enjoyed  and 
owned  by  the  people  of  Glasgow  are  denied 
to  us  here.  That  is  not  the  case.  Our 
young  people,  and  those  such  as  the  honour- 
Able  gentleman  was  deploring  the  condition  of 
under  this  Bill,  if  they  could  enjoy  the  plea- 
sures they  have  at  home,  should  not  look 
with  so  envious  an  eye  at  others,  but  should 
try  to  make  themselves  happy  and  peaceful  at 
home.  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  Bill  will 
work  harmoniously.  The  time  has  arrived 
when  measures  of  tbis  kind  must  be  enacted, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  tome  whether 
it  is  passed  by  the  Opposition  or  by  the  Go- 
vernment. What  we  want  are  good,  useful, 
honest,  workable  measures.  This  throwing  of 
the  taunt  from  one  side  of  the  House  to  the 
other  so  continuously  is  beneath  gentlemen 
with  good  intentions.  We  are  altogether  too 
personal,  and  I  am  quite  satisfied  in  my  mind 
that  until  there  is  less  of  it  the  progress  of 
New  Zealand  must  be  retarded. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— Mr.  Speaker,  I 
may  say  I  am  very  pleased  indeed  to  find  on 
the  third  reading  of  this  Bill  a  general  con- 
sensus of  opinion  that  it  is  a  measure  which  is 
a  great  improvement  upon  our  present  muni- 
cipal law.  It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  know 
that  we  are  making  progress.  We  are  not 
making  progress  as  rapidly  as  I  could  wish, 
but  reforms,  to  stand,  muot  come  when  the 
great  majority  of  the  people  in  the  country 
support  them.  The  honourable  member  for 
Patea  has  congratulated  the  Government,  and 
he  has  expressed  himself  as  being  much  more 
pleased  with  this  measure  now  than  when  it 
was  first  introduced.  If  that  is  the  Opposi- 
tion's mind  it  is  pleased  with  very  little.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  as  the 
Bill  now  stands  it  has  granted  almost  every- 
thing which  was  in  the  Bill  as  introduced. 
But  it  has  taken  away  from  the  Bill  as 
introduced  one  very  serious  drawback.  As 
we  stand  now  respecting  the  roll  for  Parlia- 
ment, after  every  election  large  numbers  of 
persons— thousands  of  persons  in  the  large 
centres  —  are  struck  o^  the  roll ;  and  they 
would  not  be  able  to  get  on  the  roll  within 
a  year,  because  under  the  Bill  as  introduced 
you  had  to  be  on  the  roll  before  you  were  en- 
titled to  go  on  the  burgess  roll ;  consequently, 
thousands  of  persons  would  have  been  disfran- 
chised for  twelve  months.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that,  as  the  Bill  stands,  there  would 
Iff  Crowther 


be  more  persons  enfranchised  and  placed  upon 
the  burgess  roll  than  there  would  have  been  il 
the  Bill  as  originally  introduced  had  passed. 

Hon.  Membebs.— Oh ! 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  is  the  franchise  ?  Any 
person  paying  4s.  a  week  is  entitled  to  go  on  the 
roll ;  and  not  only  that  person,  but  every  one  in 
the  house,  according  to  the  amendment  made ; 
and  that  is  what  surprises  me.  Those  who 
were  fighting  against  my  Bill  as  introduced 
have— shall  I  say,  unthinkingly  ? — allowed  an 
amendment  to  be  placed  in  the  Bill  which  put 
back  everything  in  it  as  it  was  first  introduced 
by  me.  At  one  stage  I  must  confess  that  to 
some  extent  the  Bill  was  prejudiced  and  made 
restrictive.  I  simply  say  that  by  the  introdae- 
tion  of  the  words  "  tenant "  and  "  sub-tenant," 
supplemented  afterwards  by  a  further  amend- 
ment, the  Bill  as  it  now  stands — and  I  have 
had  it  computed— will  have  the  following  re- 
sult :  Take  Wellington  City,  for  instance, 
and  all  the  large  centres  —  more  persons 
will  now  go  on  the  roll  than  would  have 
gone  on  under  the  Bill  as  first  introduced. 
But  I  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  City  (Mr.  Crowther).  I  simply  say, 
if  the  provisions  of  a  Bill  are  for  the  good 
of  the  people  and  in  the  interests  of  the  colony 
it  should  not  matter  to  any  one  who  is  sin- 
cere and  earnest  in  what  he  is  doing  who 
gets  the  credit  for  it.  I  am  satisfied  that  this 
Bill  as  it  now  stands  is  a  great  advance  upon 
our  present  system  of  municipal  government. 
I  now  come  to  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Buller.  I  also  say  this :  that  it  was  no  use 
my  bringing  in  advanced  legislation  respecting 
local  government  until  we  first  had  the  fran- 
chise settled — the  persons  who  will  have  to 
administer  those  laws  definitely  settled.  From 
time  to  time  Bills  have  been  introduced  to 
amend  the  system  of  local  government.  We  have 
had  a  Municipal  Corporations  Amendment  Bill. 
This  question  having  been  settled,  other  local  go- 
vernment Bills  can  now  be  gone  on  with.  I  look 
upon  this  Bill  as  an  earnest  on  the  part  of  this 
House  that  it  is  really  serious  in  its  desire  for 
local  government  reform,  and  it  is  on  that 
ground  more  than  upon  any  other  that  I 
have  great  pleasure  now  in  having  this  Bill 
passed  at  this  stage.  I  have  been  accused, 
gipsy-like,  of  stealing  the  child  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. It  is  painful  to  me,  because  their  con- 
ceptive  powers  are  so  small.  If  this.  Sir,  is  all, 
if  this — my  progeny — is  the  only  child  they 
wished  to  foster,  I  would  be  quite  prepared, 
like  the  real  mother  pleading  with  King  Solo- 
mon, to  say,  "Spare  the  child;  let  them  take 
it."  But  I  cannot  forget  the  action  they  took, 
both  on  the  platform  and  in  this  House,  ia 
reference  to  the  Bill  of  the  honourable! member 
for  Avon.  That  Bill  was  on  the  lines  almost 
of  this  Bill,  and  it  was  bitterly  opposed  by  those 
honourable  members.  What  accounts  for  the 
change  ?  I  tell  honourable  members  that  it  is 
public  opinion.  The  people  have  demanded 
the  change.  I  do  not  thank  the  Opposition 
for  the  support  they  have  accorded  to  this 
Bill ;  it  has  been  forced  upon  them.  I  simply 
say  I  thank  those  who,  from  oonsoientious  oon- 
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miction,  are  helping  me  to  pass  the  measure, 
which  is  for  the  good  of  the  country.  Those 
who  are  entitled  to  the  credit,  for  the 
change  of  front  on  the  part  of  'the  Oppo- 
sition are  the  people  of  the  colony.  From 
-one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  during  the 
recees  public  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
•condition  of  our  local  governing  laws.  In  Wel- 
lington, for  instance,  there  are  some  four  thou- 
sand persons  on  the  roll,  whilst  there  are  forty- 
four  thousand  souls  in  the  city,  and  there  are 
seventeen  thousand  persons  on  the  electoral 
roll.  In  Ohristohurch  there  are  some  three 
thousand  persons  on  the  roll,  and  some  fourteen 
•or  fifteen  thousand  in  the  city  over  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years.  That  means  that  the  adult 
population  in  these  large  centres  have  bad  no 
voice  whatever  in  their  own  government.  You 
have  had  government  simply  by  a  privileged  few. 
I  am  not  finding  fault  with  their  administra- 
tion ;  I  am  casting  no  reflection  upon  those 
who  have  had  the  administration  of  those 
•laws.  But  since  1876— practically  twenty  odd 
years  —  we  have  allowed  that  condition  of 
afiairs  to  exist  to  the  detriment  of  muni- 
cipal life,  to  the  detriment  of  the  people,  and 
-to  the  detriment  of  our  cities.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  BuUer  said,  **  Why  should  you 
make  this  change  in  respect  to  our  municipal 
laws  and  not  deal  with  the  county  laws  ?  " 
^he  honourable  member  knows  my  mind  full 
well.  Had  we  brought  down  a  Counties  Bill  on 
the  lines  of  this  Bill  I  say  that  this  House, 
notwithstanding  all  the  honourable  member's 
eloquence — notwithstanding  all  the  facts  he 
could  bring  before  it— a  majority  in  this  House 
would  not  have  passed  it.  But  in  the  cities 
the  platform  and  the  Press  have  been  doing 
their  work,  and,  having  accomplished  this,  it 
will  be  a  lever  to  extend  reform  to  the  counties. 
The  days  of  plural  voting— five  votes  to  one 
individual — where  one  person  has  five  votes 
in  four  wards  of  a  city,  making  twenty 
votes  to  his  fellow-citizen's  one  vote — I  say 
that  points  to  an  anomaly,  and  to  an  al- 
most improper  and  unrighteous  law.  And 
yet,  Sir,  that  exists.  Now,  Sir,  this  will 
put  an  end  to  all  plural  voting,  and,  as  we 
have  plural  voting  abolished  in  respect  to  our 
•cities,  so  I  anticipate  we  shall  have  plural 
voting  abolished  in  respect  to  our  counties. 
However,  Sir,  the  Municipal  Act  Amendment 
Bill  will  be  on  the  same  lines  now,  as  far  as 
representation  is  concerned,  as  is  contained  in 
this  Bill.  Then,  in  respect  co  our  Local  Qo- 
▼emment  Bill,  which  is  ready,  that  Bill  also 
will  abolish  the  plural  voting.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  trust  that  this  session  we 
may  pass  these  two  Bills  into  law,  and  for  this 
reason :  We  hear  time  after  time  that  Par- 
liament is  dealing  with  roads  and  bridges, 
dividing  money  which  we  raise  ourselves,  and 
in  doing  that  we  are  really  setting  aside  the 
larger,  the  greater,  and  more  advantageous 
functions  which  should  be  ours  to  perform. 
I  wish  to  take  this  from  Parliament.  I  wish 
to  give  to  the  local  bodies  throughout  the 
colony  an  assured  finance;  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  we  can  much  more  safely 


trust  the  people  with  the  enlarged  franchise— 
with  the  franchise  now  provided  by  this  mea- 
sure —than  simply  leave  the  administration  of 
such  laws  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  no  matter 
how  well  intentioned.  Sir,  I  rather  regretted 
the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  when  he  accused  the  Govern- 
ment of  being,  I  think  he  said,  too  timid.  Sir, 
it  is  a  wise  captain  who  keeps  well  on  the 
bridge  when  there  are  rocks  or  icebergs  about, 
and  I  am  afraid,  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's youth  and  inexperience  in  respect  to 
passing  measures  such  as  this,  dealing  with 
such  large  questions,  if  he  was  on  the  bridge 
the  ship,  I  am  afraid,  would  not  be  long  before 
it  would  come  in  contact  either  with  the 
rocks  or  icebergs.  To  tell  the  Liberal  party 
that  tbey  had  amongst  them  Conservatives 
who  are  really  with  the  Opposition  was 
a  mistake.  I  think  that,  time  after  time, 
when  there  has  been  a  question  of  moment 
at  issue,  the  party  has  on  each  and  every 
occasion  done  its  duty;  and  at  the  same  time 
there  are  members  of  that  party  who  are  not 
prepared  to  go  the  extreme  length  of  the 
honourable  gentleman ;  and  because  they  will 
not  go  the  length  he  is  prepared  to  go  does  not 
warrant  their  being  termed  '*  Conservatives." 
Sir,  are  they  to  be  termed  timid  on  that 
account  ?  Certainly  not.  I  think,  Sir,  where 
you  have  a  matured  mind,  and  a  man  who  is 
cautious,  who  never  goes  beyond  his  depth, 
who  watches  carefully  and  sees  his  way  clear, 
that  is  the  man  who  will  be  most  successful  in 
that  which  he  undertakes.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  the  party,  as  a  party,  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  improvement,  should 
this  Bill  become  law,  that  will  be  made  in  our 
municipal  representation.  As  far  as  the  Go- 
vernment are  concerned,  we  are  in  no  way 
timid,  but  we  are  not  prepared  to  go  further 
than  public  opinion  will  support  us.  And  if 
the  honourable  gentleman,  on  various  plat- 
forms of  the  colony,  or  in  the  public  Press, 
holding  the  opinions  he  does  —  because  to  a 
great  extent  they  coincide  with  my  own— 
if  he  will  endeavour  to  educate  people  up  to 
their  requirements  and  interests  in  this  matter, 
then  he  will  find  a  Bill  may  subsequently  be 
brought  forward,  and  that  there  will  be  a 
majority  supporting  such  proposals.  I  believe, 
Sir,  and  unhesitatingly  say  here,  it  is  perfectly 
safe  to  trust  the  men  and  women  of  our  colony 
with  anything  in  the  way  of  representation.  I 
would  be  quite  prepared  to  trust  to  the  people 
absolutely  in  respect  to  voting  for  members  for 
Road  Boards,  for  County  Councils,  for  this 
House,  or  for  any  place  where  men  of  stability, 
men  of  intelligence,  and  men  of  integrity  are 
required.  I  think  we  have  nothing  at  all  to 
fear  from  the  people  of  this  colony.  However, 
Sir,  that  is  a  thing  that  will  come.  This  is 
a  step  in  the  right  direction  ;  and  later  on— 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in  saying 
it — I  hope  to  see  the  day — and  it  is  not  so 
far  distant — when  for  all  purposes  there  will 
simply  be  one  roll,  and  people  will  vote  for  thos« 
representatives,  no  matter  in  what  capacity. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 
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SHEARERS*  ACCOMMODATION  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  the  amendmentB  made 
in  Committee  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  he  simply 
wiphed  to  recommit  clause  12.  He  proposed  to 
Bimply  pass  this  Bill  through,  and  then  adjourn 
the  House. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  what  was  the 
object  of  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  some  words 
introduced  here  which  he  thought  should  oome 
out.  As  the  Bill  was  brought  down  it  was 
intended  it  should  not  apply  to  a  shearing-shed 
in  which  the  total  number  of  shearers  employed 
was  less  than  four,  and  he  wished  to  keep  the 
Bill  as  it  was  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  what  it  was  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  did  not  apply  to  those 
who  provided  their  own  accommodation. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  was  very  im- 
portant. 

Mr.  SEDDONiisaid  it  might  be  very  im- 
portant. He  might  tell  honourable  members 
that,  as  the  Bill  was  amended,  it  was  really 
worse  than  the  present  state  of  things. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said.  Let  it  go,  then. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  No ;  it  was  in  some  re- 
spects a  very  good  Bill,  but  he  thought  these 
amendments  had  really  made  the  Bill  worse 
than  it  was.  As  the  Bill  stood,  if  they  made 
the  number  greater  than  four,  so  far  as  the 
amendment  was  concerned,  it  simply  meant 
that  the  station -owners  would  insist  on  every 
one  coming  provided  with  their  own  accom- 
modation and  bringing  their  own  beds,  and  so 
on.    That  was  never  intended. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  the  member  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  adopted  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Yes;  but  after  the 
honourable  gentleman  adopted  it  he  had 
handed  the  Bill  over  to  him  (Mr.  Seddon), 
and  therefore  he  could  not  encourage  that; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  never  intended  by 
the  House.  It  was  never  intended  to  compel 
the  shearers  to  provide  their  own  accommoda- 
tiou  and  bring  their  own  tents,  and  it  was  not 
proper  that  they  should  have  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MONK  said  he  might  tell  the  Premier 
that  there  were  those  who  did  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  did  not  want  to 
encourage  that. 

Mr.  HERRIES  said  it  was  in  the  original 
Bill. 

Mr..  SEDDON  said  it  was  not  in  the  original 
Bill.  The  words  inserted  in  the  Bill  were — 
he  did  not  know  who  put  them  in—"  This  Act 
shall  not  apply  to  shearing-sheds  in  which  the 
total  number  of  shearers  employed,  and  who  do 
not  provide  their  own  accommodation,  is  less 
than  four."  That  meant  that  the  Act  would  be 
a  dead-letter,  and  it  simply  meant  the  shearers 
would  be  told,  "  You  must  bring  your  ovm  ac- 
commodation with  you." 

An  Hon.  Mxmbbb. — ^Look  at  the  original 
Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  original  Bill  was 
simplv  this :  *<  This  Act  shall  not  apply  to 
shearmg-sheds  in  which  the  total  numoer  of 
shearers  employed  is  less  than  four."    If  they 


let  the  Bill  pass  in  its  present  form  it  would 
simply  be  a  dead-letter.  He  looked  upon  the 
Bill  thus  amended,  himself,  as  hardly  worth 
passing. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— The  Bill  meets  every 
requirement. 

Mr.  SMITH. — I  suggest  that  you  agree  to- 
the  report,  and  postpone  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  was  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
was  not  in  the  House,  and>  as  he  (Mr.  Seddony 
had  taken  charge  of  it,  he  did  not  wish  to  delay 
its  passage.  He  would  let  it  go  to  its  third 
readmg. 

Amendments  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  eighteen  minutee 
past  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


flOnSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesdayt  10th  August,  1898. 


First  Beading  —  School  -  teachers'  Appointments — 
McLean  Light  LocomotivoB  Bill— AaminiBtratioa 
for  the  Lands  of  Natives  Bill— Imported  Loco- 
motives—Kailwav  CaHual  Laboarers^Mr.  P.  B« 
Baldwin  —  Slaughtering  and  luBpection  Bill  — 
South  Riverton  Railway  -  station  —  Waipara- 
Gheviot  Railway— Bank  of  New  Zealand  Head 
Office  KxpenaeB^Tohunga  Treatment  of  Maad 
Women— l^ank  of  New  Zealand  Assistant  Gene- 
ral Manager— Rabbit-proof  Wire-netting  Fences 
Bill  — Income  Exemptions  —  Nelson  Mails  Do- 
livery  —  Otautau-Nightcaps  Railway— Nightoapa 
Coal-  Company's  Railway— Adjournment— Loana 
raised  since  1870— Nightcaps  Railway  —  Audit 
Oitice  and  Treasury— water-supply  Bill— Testa- 
tor's Family  Provision  out  of  Estate  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  tw» 
o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

FIRST  READING. 
The  Road  Boards  Bill. 

SCHOOL-TEACHERS'  APPOINTMENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey), 
it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  the  manner  in  vrhioh 
each  Education  Board  in  the  colony,  under 
section  45  of  "  The  Education  Act,  1877,"  con- 
sults the  School  Committee  of  the  district  be- 
fore appointing  school  teachers. 

McLEAN  LIGHT  LOCOMOTIVES  BILL. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATB. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklio)  hoped  the  House 
would  not  allow  the  Bill  to  pass  through  in  its 
present  form.  As  had  been  pointed  out  yester- 
day, the  Bill  had  been  very  much  improved 
since  it  was  introduced,  but  at  the  same  time 
every  member  of  the  House  must  admit  it  was 
still  very  objectionable  from  several  points  of 
view.  This  was  the  case  more  particularly  in 
respect  of  clause  13,  which  said, — 

"  The  said  William  McLean  or  his  assign* 
shall,  whenever  so  required  to  do,  from  time  to 
time  issue  to  any  person  requiring  the  same  tk 
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license  or  licenses  to  use,  uader  the  provisions 
of  this  Aot  and  the  regulations  to  be  issued 
thereunder,  one  or  more  motor-cars  to  be  men- 
tioned therein.'* 

Now,  why  should  any  one  importing  or  using 
«  motor-car  be  compelled  to  go  to  William 
McLeao,  or  any  other  private  person,  for  per- 
mission to  use  it?  He  thought  the  proposal 
was  monstrous.  Then,  so  far  as  he  could  see, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  Bill  compelling  Mr. 
William  McLean  to  grant  the  necessary  per- 
mission. What  happened  if  he  refused  to  grant 
4t?  There  was  no  penalty  attached.  He  could 
refuse  or  not,  as  he  liked.  He  thought  it  would 
be  very  much  better  to  strike  out  the  name  of 
William  McLean,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
Oovemor  in  Council,  or  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
Under  the  circumstances  he  would  feel  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  he  was  quite 
vagreeable  to  have  the  Bill  referred  back  to  the 
Committee.  In  fact,  after  carefully  going 
through  it,  he  tbooght  it  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee.  And  in  refer- 
•ence  to  the  clause  providing  for  applications 
for  licenses  outside  Wellington,  to  make  provi- 
sion for  applying  to  the  Governor  in  Council 
instead  of  to  William  McLean,  and  to  other- 
wise make  the  Bill  in  accordance  with  the 
English  Act. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Local  authority. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  some  of  the  local  autho- 
ritiee  there  had  absolutely  refused  to  grant 
permits,  and  the  consequence  of  that  really 
was  the  passing  of  the  Imperial  Aot.  There 
had  been  no  objection  to  that  course.  It 
would  then  practically  become  a  Government 
Bill,  or,  at  least,  a  public  Bill.  He  therefore 
moved,  That  the  Bill  be  referred  back  to  the 
Oommittee  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  had  been  held  to  be 
not  competent  for  the  House  of  Commons  to 
•convert  a  private  Bill  into  a  public  Bill.  The 
proper  course,  when  it  became  desirable  to 
alter  a  private  Bill  to  a  public  one,  was  to 
withdraw  the  private  Bill  and  introduce  a 
public  Bill  in  its  place. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  thought  the  course 
he  BUggested  would  meet  the  requirements  of 
members.  He  understood  the  objection  was 
that  private  individuals  or  companies  desiring 
to  introduce  motor-cars  in  different  parts  of 
the  colony  would  be  compelled  to  apply  to 
Mr.  McLean  for  his  permit.  That  was  the 
•objection,  and  if  the  Bill  was  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  it  would  be  on  the  under- 
etanding  that  they  should  take  that  proviso 
out  of  the  Bill  and  leave  it  simply,  in  effect,  a 
public  Bill,  so  that  any  person  requiring  per- 
mission to  use  a  motor-car  would  have  the 
right  of  using  it  simply  by  getting  permission 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary  or  the  Governor  in 
•Council. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  moved  that  the  Bill  be  referred 
iSack  to  the  Committee  with  instructions. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes,  with  instructions  to 
make  tiiat  amendment :  striking  out  '*  William 
JdoLean,"  in  the  last  clause  of  the  Bill,  and 


making  it  read  that  persons  desiring  to  obtain 
this  license  should  apply  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Biocarton)  said,  then  that 
would  place  the  power  outside  the  local  au- 
thority. The  object  was  to  divest  the  Bill  of 
its  personal  features,  and  the  substitution  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  for  Mr.  McLean  would 
not  meet  the  case.  The  local  authority 
would  be  still  superseded.  There  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  pansing  a  simple  general  measure. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  looked  carefully  into  the 
matter,  and  there  was  the  difficulty  that  Mr. 
Speaker  had  pointed  out.  In  fact,  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  had  asked  the  question  yesterday 
whether  it  was  practicable  to  convert  a  private 
Bill  into  a  public  Bill.  He  now  found  it  was 
not  possible.  He  admitted  that  they  must  at 
all  times  recognise  the  functions  of  local 
authorities;  but  if  it  was  to  be  the  local 
authorities  who  were  to  determine  this  matter 
the  difficulty  would  be  to  obtain  uniform  action. 
For  instance,  take  the  case  of  a  Town  Board. 
It  might  happen  that  you  could  use  the  motor- 
car up  to  the  edge  of  a  town  district,  but  could 
not  go  through  that  district  with  it  unless  you 
had  a  license  from  that  particular  local  body. 
That  was  the  difficulty  which  had  been  ex- 
perienced in  England.  There  were  so  many 
local  bodies,  and  you  would  have  to  get  a 
license  from  each  of  them.  It  was,  conse- 
quently, a  general  Act  in  England,  and  met  the 
case  there.  He  would  bring  this  Bill  into  con- 
formity with  that  by  referring  the  Bill  back, 
with  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  to  strike 
out  *'  William  McLean  "  in  clauses  IS  and  14, 
in  order  to  amend  the  Bill,  so  that  any  appli- 
cations for  permission  to  use  motor-cars  should 
be  sent  to  the  Colonial  Secretary.  He  would 
move  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  LARNACH  (Tuapeka)  said  he  was  of 
opinion  that  it.  would  be  much  better  if  the 
Government  would  do  as  Mr.  Speaker  had 
pointed  out.  As  the  Bill  at  present  stood  it 
simply  meant  that  Parliament  was  asked  to 
confer  rights,  and  its  impress,  on  a  private 
individual.  That  would  encourage  and  set  up 
perhaps  a  large  private  monopoly. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City)  said  there 
were  other  features  of  this  Bill  which  required 
amendment.  The  Bill  was  introduced  pro- 
fessedly for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  motor- 
cars recently  landed  to  be  used,  but  it  really 
provided  for  light  locomotives  and  to  drag  a  car, 
and,  while  the  name  had  now  been  altered,  the 
description  and  powers  had  not  been  changed. 
Subclause  (2)  of  clause  2  said,  "  '  Motor-car ' 
means  any  vehicle  propelled  by  mechanical  power 
which  unladen  is  under  three  tons  in  weight,** 
and  it  may  carry  a  ton  load.  Then,  the  regula- 
tions at  tne  end  of  the  Bill  provide  that  the 
tire  of  each  wheel  must  not  be  less  than  2)  in. 
in  width,  probably  much  wider,  he  expected, 
than  the  cars  in  question.  Any  motor-oar  he 
had  ever  seeh  had  not  got  a  tire  over  Ifin. 
wide.  This  regulation,  he  thought,  would  pre- 
vent the  running  of  the  motor- oars  landed 
imless  they  were  clumsy  and  already  out-of- 
date   vehicles.    Another   regulation   provided 
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that  the  width  of  the  vehicle  must  oot  exceed 
more  than  6ift.  lu  this  city  that  would 
be  found  to  be  very  objectionable.  They  heA 
heard  a  great  deal  of  late  about  the  narrow 
streets  of  Wellington,  and  in  Willis  Street,  for 
instance,  it  would  be  difficult  and  dangerous 
to  meet  the  tram  with  three  horses  abreast  in 
such  a  bulky  car.  He  thought  it  could  scarcely 
be  done.  The  running  of  a  locomotive  of  this 
authorised  width  must  be  a  great  obstruction 
to  the  traffic,  nor  did  he  think  the  Corporation 
should  be  compelled  to  allow  cars  dragging  a 
carriage  on  the  streets.  Surely  the  House 
should  not  permit  the  power  of  authorising 
these  cars  to  be  controlled  by  Government 
ignoring  the  local  authority.  If  a  Motor-car 
Bill  was  to  pass  it  should  be  on  the  lines  of 
the  English  Act,  and  give  the  Corporations 
such  control  as  to  insure  they  would  not 
obstruct  the  Ordinary  traffic.  These  were  i 
features  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Com-  ' 
mittee,  otherwise  there  must  be  strenuous  | 
opposition  to  the  measure.  Some  of  the 
streets  of  this  city  were  narrow  enough 
for  the  existing  traffic  without  having  loco- 
motives and  trams  running  through  them, 
and  with  no  rails  to  keep  them  to  a  line. 
Honourable  members  would  have  seen  from 
the  newspapers  that  the  Mayor  of  Wellington 
had  just  made  an  emphatic  protest  against  this 
Bill.  He  trusted,  if  the  Bill  were  referred 
back  to  the  Committee,  thcRe  points  would  re- 
ceive attention.  If  it  was  to  be  a  Motor-car 
Bill  they  must  bring  it  back  to  the  require- 
ments of  a  motor-car.  The  persistent  attempt 
to  secure  these  extended  powers,  not  only  in 
Wellington,  but  all  over  the  colony,  had  pre- 
judiced the  chances  of  the  Bill.  Still,  he  thought 
a  Bill  was  wanted,  and  that  this  would  be  re- 
duced to  its  legitimate  scope. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  willing  to  add  to 
his  motion  the  words,  **  and  to  make  such 
other  amendments  as  will  bring  the  Act  in  con- 
ormity  with  the  Imperial  Act." 

Mr.  PLATMAN  (Geraldine)  said  there  was 
another  point  he  would  like  to  draw  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  Premier  to.     Clause  6  said, — 

"  During  the  period  between  one  hour  after 
sunset  and  one  hour  before  sunrise  the  person 
in  charge  of  a  motor-car  shall  carry  attached 
thereto  a  lamp,  so  constructed  and  placed  as  to 
exhibit  a  light  in  accordance  with  the  regula- 
tions to  be  made  by  the  Governor  in  Council." 

It  was  pitch  dark  on  many  occasions  before 
an  hour  after  sunset,  and  the  lamps  ought  to  be 
lighted  for  the  safety  of  the  public  sooner  than 
one  hour  after  sunset.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  Governor  in  Council  would  override  the 
by-laws  of  the  local  authorities.  In  some  in- 
stances certain  formed  streets  might  be  able  to 
bear  the  traffic  of  tires  of  the  prescribed  width, 
whilst  other  streets  would  not.  That  point 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  but  the 
whole  Bill  was  to  some  extent  objectionable. 

Captain  BUSSELL  (Hawke'e  Bay)  said 
there  was  also  the  technical  difficulty  attend- 
ing the  course  recommended  by  the  Premier. 
If  the  course  suggested  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  were  adopted  they  would  be  in  con- 
Mr,  DtUhie 


fliot  with  the  decision  given  by  Mr.  Speaker — 
that  it  was  impossible  to  convert  a  private  Bill 
into  a  public  Bill.  If  the  Bill  was  referred 
back  to  the  Private  Bills  Conmiittee,  and 
brought  down  again  to  the  House  with  the 
suggested  amendments,  the  Bill  would  then  be 
a  private  Bill  without  anything  private  about 
it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Except  the  preamble. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  the  early  part  of 
the  preamble  would  have  to  be  taken  out,  and 
also  the  various  allusions  throughout  the  Bill  to- 
the  promoters.  In  that  case  the  House  would 
be  in  the  position  of  having  a  private  Bill- 
specifically  providing  for  public  purposes. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  he  understood  Mr.. 
Speaker  to  rule  that  a  private  Bill  could  not  be 
converted  into  a  public  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKEK  said,  that  was  the  rule  at 
Home. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  that  being  the  role 
at  Home,  and  as  we  had  no  Standing  Order- 
dealing  with  the  point,  we  were  compelled  to 
be  guided  by  the  rules  of  the  English  House  of 
Commons.  He  was  afraid  the  only  course  to 
adopt  would  be  to  withdraw  the  private  Bill 
and  for  the  Government  to  bring  down  a  public- 
Bill. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  Bill  in  its  present  form  was 
neither  a  private  Bill  nor  a  public  Bill,  but  was 
a  sort  of  hybrid.  The  Premier  had  now  taken 
charge  of  the  Bill.  Seeing  the  unmistakable  ex- 
pressions of  hostility  against  certain  provisiona 
of  the  Bill,  he  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  be  wise  to  withdraw  this  Bill  and 
bring  down  a  general  Bill  dealing  with  the- 
whole  question  of  motor-cars.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  any  feeling  of  hostility  against  the 
gentleman  whose  name  was  embodied  in  the 
Bill ;  but  to  allow  any  one  individual  to  have  a 
monopoly  of  motor-cars  in  the  colony  and  make 
other  persons  apply  to  him  for  licenses  was 
not  in  the  public  interest.  In  dealing  with  thia 
question  the  views  of  the  local  governing  bodies 
should  be  taken  into  consideration.  The  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Wellington  had  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Private 
Bills  Committee : — 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  point  out  that  in  the 
discussion  which  has  taken  place  in  the  House 
on  the  McLean  Motor-oar  Bill  the  attitude  of 
the  Wellington  City  Council  towards  the  Bill  did 
not  seem  to  be  clearly  understood.  I  therefore 
deem  it  my  duty  to  place  the  position  of  my 
Council  before  your  Committee.  My  Council 
have  no  desire  to  hinder  the  introduction  of 
these  motors,  but  they  object  absolutely  to  any 
private  person  or  public  company  being  given 
the  power  to  do  so  under  a  private  Act.  My 
Council  holds  that  the  local  authority  should 
be  the  licensing  authority,  and  that  any  appli- 
cant should  be  able  to  obtain  such  license 
issued  by  and  under  the  by-laws  of  such  au- 
thority. To  enact  that  persons  desirous  of 
obtaining  a  license  to  run  a  motor-car  shall 
require  to  be  licensed  by  a  private  individual 
or  a  company  is  a  violation  of  the  whole  spirit 
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of  IooaI  govenunent  Buoh  as  mj  Coanoil  is 
opposed  to." 

He  would  like  to  ask  the  Premier  whether  he 
proposed  to  withdraw  this  Bill  and  introdaoe  a 
puUic  Bill.  If  the  Bill  was  brought  down 
again,  would  members  have  an  opportunity  of 
going  through  its  provisions  olaube  by  clause  as 
U  it  were  a  public  Bill  ? 

Mr.  SBDDON  (Premier)  said  the  Bill  would 
be  brought  down  so  that  all  persons  applying 
for  permits  would  not  have  to  apply  to  Mr. 
McLean  or  to  anybody  else.  Licenses  would 
be  issued  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  or  the 
Gk)vemor  in  Council,  and  would  be  subject  to 
the  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Governor  in 
Council,  as  was  done  in  other  oases.  If  honour- 
able members  threw  out  this  Bill  they  would 
block  the  use  of  motor-cars  for  a  year.  If  that 
course  was  taken,  he  would  not  bring  in 
another  Bill  dealing  with  the  question  this 
session. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  said  the  trend  of 
public  opinion  throughout  the  colony  was 
against  the  Colonial  Secretary  issuing  these 
permits  or  any  other  permits.  Take,  for  ex- 
ample, the  issue  of  licenses  to  clubs  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary :  now  the  general  feeling  was 
entirely  against  that. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (Wellington  City)  said, 
as  to  referring  the  Bill  back  to  the  Committee, 
he,  as  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  did  not 
think  the  result  would  be  satisfactory,  for  this 
season :  that  several  objections  had  been  raised 
to  certain  clauses  in  the  Bill,  notably  that 
raised  by  Mr.  Duthie  as  to  the  width  of  the  oars. 
What  assurance  could  the  Committee  have  that 
such  ajnendments  as  might  be  made  would  be 
satisfactory  to  all  parties  ?  There  seemed  to  be 
suspicion  as  to  the  motives  underlying  this  Bill. 
The  Bill  was  exceedingly  simple.  The  gentle- 
man promoting  the  Bill  had  been  driven  to  this 
course  by  the  inertia  of  certain  powerful  bodies. 
The  promoter  of  the  Bill  had  given  way  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  story  of  the  old  man,  his  son« 
and  the  ass  now  described  the  position  with  re- 
ference to  this  Bill.  He  did  not  feel  at  all  satis- 
fied to  take  this  BiU  back.  The  title  of  the  Bill 
had  been  already  amended  by  the  Private  Bills 
Committee.  This  Bill  was  an  exact  copy  of  the 
Imperial  Act ;  title  of  Bill,  description,  dimen- 
sions, weight  of  cars,  and  everything  was  taken 
from  the  Imperial  Act.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  alterations  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  desired  to 
make  would  suit  the  wishea  of  other  honourable 
members.  It  would  merely  be  a  waste  of  time 
to  aak  the  Committee  to  reconsider  the  Bill,  and 
the  proposal  with  reference  to  the  Governor  in 
OooQcil  would  occasion  further  discussion  and 
disagreement.  Had  the  Mayor  of  Wellington 
spoken  with  the  same  decision  and  clearness  at 
any  period  of  time  from  his  taking  charge  of 
the  Bill  up  to  the  present  time,  he  certainly 
would  not  nave  charge  of  the  Bill.  The  Mayor 
did  not  do  so.  The  honourable  member  for 
Ashley  had  read  out  a  crystallisation  of  senti- 
ment which  his  Worship  had  never  expressed 
in  words  before ;  and  he  believed  this  expres- 
sion was  more  the  result  of  the  developments 


in  regard  to  this  Bill  than  the  expression  ol 
any  deliberate  opinions  which  the  Mayor  had 
previously  entertained.  The  prospect  of  taking 
this  Bill  onoe  more  to  the  rrivate  Bills  Com- 
mittee, with  the  hope  of  bringing  it  back  in  a 
condition  which  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
House,  was  a  task  he  did  not  care  for.  He 
would  prefer  that  the  Heuse  should  give  it 
its  death-blow  than  go  through  the  sham  of 
sending  it  back  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christchurch  City)  said  the 
Premier  had  interjected  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared  to  bring  down  a  general  Bill,  and  would 
not  do  it.  This  was  a  matter  for  regret,  be- 
cause it  would  be  a  distinct  advantage  to  the 
people  of  the  colony  to  be  allowed  the  use  of 
motor-cars.  Mr.  McLean  had  led  the  way  in 
bringing  these  cars  out  to  Wellington.  It  wckS 
a  great  pity  the  Premier  would  not  agree  to 
bring  in  a  small  amending  Bill  giving  local 
bodies  power  to  issue  licenses  for  these  cars  the 
same  as  to  other  vehicles.  That  would  be  the 
most  reasonable  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  Thia 
was  a  matter  that  should  be  dealt  with  in  & 
general  Bill ;  but  they  were  now  in  the  same 
position  as  they  had  been  for  the  last  three  years 
with  regard  to  the  Local  Government  Bill.  A 
Local  Government  Bill  had  been  promised  over 
and  over  again,  but  it  had  never  been  considered. 
If  the  Premier  would  make  up  his  mind  as  to 
what  his  proposals  would  be  and  bring  them 
down,  and  give  the  House  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  them  and  putting  them  in  legislative 
force,  the  whole  matter  could  be  settled.  But 
the  Premier  had  not  made  up  his  mind  as  to 
whether  he  had  the  courage  to  introduce  a 
Local  Government  Bill  or' not.  He  kept  it 
simmering,  and  when  he  had  worked  out  every 
other  Bill,  then,  no  doubt,  he  would  bring  in 
the  Local  Government  Bill,  but  not  before. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  said,  last  year 
when  considering  a  private  member's  Bill  in 
which  the  House  desired  a  number  of  amend- 
ments the  Premier  said  he  intended  to  take 
steps  towards  amending  the  procedure  of  the 
House  in  regard  to  private  Bills,  by  enabling 
them  to  be  dealt  with  in  Committee  of  the 
W^hole.  If  that  had  been  done,  four  or  five 
afternoons  of  this  session  would  not  have  been 
wasted  on  this  Bill,  and  the  House  would  have 
been  able  to  say  by  majority  what  its  will 
was  in  regard  to  the  difierent  provisions.  He 
trusted  the  lesson  would  not  be  lost  on  the 
Premier,  and  that  be  would  before  long  enable 
the  House  to  deal  with  private  Bills  in  a  more 
sensible  manner. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  referred  back  to 
the  Private  Bills  Committee. 

ADMINISTRATION  FOR  THE  LANDS  OP 

NATIVES  BILL. 

OQ         Mr.    SEDDON    (Native    Minister) 

said  he   would  like   Mr.   Speaker  to 

look  into  the  Administration  for  the  Lands  of 

Natives  Bill,  which  had  been  introduced  and 

circulated  to-day  in  the  name  of  the  honour- 

able  member  for  Palmerston.    This  Bill  dealt 

with  Native  lands  and  public   reserves  and 

properties  vested  in  the  Public  Trustee,  and 
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with  publio  moneys — in  fact,  it  was  his  (Mr. 
Seddon's)  Bill  of  the  year  1898,  with  bat 
slight  amendments  and  additions.  But,  at 
all  events,  the  consent  of  the  Crown  had  not 
been  given,  nor  did  the  Government  intend 
to  give  it ;  and,  as  the  Bill  was  down  for 
second  reading  that  day,  probably  it  would 
relieve  the  situation  when  they  came  to  deal 
with  it  if  the  Speaker  looked  into  the  matter 
during  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  said  he  did  not 
like  to  contradict  the  Premier,  but  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  taken  the  trouble 
to  read  the  Bill  he  would  see  that  his  statement 
was  absolutely  incorrect.  The  Bill  did  not  deal 
with  one  acre  of  Native  reserve  or  of  any  land 
under  the  control  of  the  Public  Trustee. 
It  was  simply  a  permissive  Bill,  to  allow 
Natives  to  bring  their  land  under  its  provisions 
if  they  chose.  The  Premier  was  entirely 
wrong,  and  he  was  very  sorry  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  apparently  taken  the 
trouble  to  read  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  look  at  the  Bill  he  would  see  that  it 
stated  that  *'all  lands  vested  in  the  Public 
Trustee "  were  included  in  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  And  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
looked  at  section  17  he  would  find  that  the 
Bill  deaie  with  the  West  Coast  reserves  and  the 
Westland  reserves,  and  these  Westland  re- 
serves were  vested  in  the  Governor.  At  all 
events,  about  90  per  cent,  of  the  clauses  in  the 
Bill  were  clauses  that  he  had  in  his  Bill  of 
1898. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Very  well :  the  honour- 
able member  took  up  a  Government  Bill  and 
introduced  it  as  a  private  Bill,  with  two  or 
three  clauses  added.  As  it  was  a  Government 
Bill  before,  it  must  be  a  Government  Bill 
now. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that  was  what  the  Premier, 
was  doing  every  session  with  private  members' 
Bills.  The  honourable  gentleman  .took  up  pri- 
vate members'  Bills  without  asking  their  con- 
sent and  made  them  Government  measures, 
and  he  should  not  now  complain  of  a  similar 
thing  being  done  in  connection  with  his  pro- 
posals. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  question  must  stand 
over  till  they  came  to  the  order  of  the  day  re- 
lating to  the  Bill. 

IMPORTED  LOCOMOTIVES. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ohristchurch  City)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  Why  the  locomotive 
engines  recently  imported  for  use  on  the  New 
Zealand  railways  were  not  manufactured  in 
the  colony?  He  might  say  his  reason  for 
asking  this  question  was  partly  because  of 
the  fflust  that  a  very  considerable  number  of 
men  had  been  dismissed  from  the  railway- 
workshops  of  the  colony.  In  replying  to  a 
question  bearing  on  this  a  few  days  ago  the 
Minister  for  Railways  had  stated  that  the 
men  had  been  dismissed  recently  because  of 
the  fact  of  the  loan  authorised  last  year  being 
*11  expended.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Mr,80ddon 


dismissal  of  men  at  the  end  of  the  financial 
year  had  been  regularly  practised  for  several 
years  past — he  thought  the  Minister  would 
admit  that;  so  that,  if  the  reason  this  year 
for  dismissal  of  the  men  was  because  the  loan 
was  expended,  he  (Mr.  Taylor)  wanted  to  know 
what  wa.8  the  reason  for  "  sacking  "  the  men 
on  previous  oocasions  just  about  the  end  of 
the  financial  year.  He  understood  a  number 
of  men  who  had  recently  been  dismissed  from 
Addington  had  been  reinstated,  and  he  would 
like  to  have  an  assurance  from  the  Minister 
that  the  men  would  remain  there  a  little  longer 
than  the  end  of  the  session— that  they  were  not 
to  be  kept  on  for  a  few  weeks  only.  He  would 
like  to  know  whether  it  meant  practically  per- 
manent employment  for  them.  As  far  as  these 
engines  were  concerned,  they  would  probably 
be  told  that  they  could  be  imported  cheaper 
than  they  could  be  made  here  ;  and,  if  that  was 
an  effective  answer,  that  answer  could  be  made 
to  apply  to  the  present  system  of  co-operative 
work  and  a  whole  lot  of  matters  which  at  the 
present  time  the  colony  was  spending  money 
upon.  He  would  like  to  have  an  explicit 
answer  from  the  Minister  as  to  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  there  were  a  large  number 
of  young  fellows  in  the  colony  who  wanted  to 
get  into  the  workshops,  and  a  considerable  num- 
ber who  were  capableof  manufacturing  engines, 
these  engines  should  not  be  manufactured  in 
the  colony. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
he  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  the  men's 
services  were  dispensed  with  regularly  at  the 
end  of  the  financial  year.  They  were  not  dis- 
pensed with  at  the  end  of  March  last  year,  or 
at  the  end  of  the  previous  financial  year.  The 
honourable  gentleman's  question  reminded  him 
of  the  political  candidate  who,  when  asked 
whether  he  was  in  favour  of  breaking  stones  hy 
hand  or  by  machine,  replied,  "  I  am."  Well, 
the  honourable  member  asked  him  why  the 
locomotives  recently  imported  for  use  on  the 
New  Zealand  railways  were  not  manufactured 
in  the  colony,  and,  as  no  locomotives  had  been 
recently  imported,  the  only  answer  he  could 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  was,  "They 
have."  With  respect  to  this  question  of  the 
locomotives,  he  could  only  say  this :  that 
the  cost  of  manufacturing  locomotives  in  the 
colony  was  a  serious  matter.  They  had  twelve 
on  stock  being  manufactured,  and  the  estimated 
cost  of  manufacturing  a  locomotive  of  the  "  U  '* 
class  in  the  colony  was  £4,000,  and  this  was 
less  than  formerly,  owing  to  the  improved 
machinery  they  had.  They  could  bay  the 
same  class  of  locomotive  from  Glasgow,  f.o.b., 
at  a  cost  of  £8,150,  and  they  could  get  virtoally 
the  same  cla«s  of  locomotive  from  Amerioa, 
c.i.f.,  for  £2,000.  Then,  with  sespeot  to  olaas 
"  Wa,"  the  estimated  cost  in  the  oolony  was 
£8,300,  and  the  English  price  was  £2,185  f.o.b., 
and  the  American  price  £1,765  c.i.f.  The 
American  engine,  of  course,  was  not  exactly 
the  same  as  that  built  here,  but  it  was  nearly 
the  same.  These  were  the  different  prices. 
Then,  outside  of  that,  the  department  had  pat 
themselves  out  of  the  way  to  employ  more  men 
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by  working  three  shiftR  of  eight  hoars  eaoh, 
«iid  within  the  last  few  days  a  letter  had  been 
reoeived  from  the  boilermakers  objecting  to 
night- work  anless  they  were  paid  overtime  rates 
for  the  night-shift.  If  agreed  to  this  naturally 
fneant  still  farther  increasing  the  cost  of  the 
locally- manufaotured  locomotive  ;  and  there- 
fore, if  the  interests  of  the  colony  were  to  be 
reasonably  conserved,  it  ooald  only  tend  to  stop 
the  local  manafaotare  in  favour  of  the  imported 
article.  He  woald  only  say,  farther,  that  if  the 
demand  for  overtime  rates  were  still  persisted 
in,  he  would  have  to  reduce  the  number  of 
hands  by  knocking  ofi  the  night-shift. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  he  might  ask  the  Minis- 
ter  whether  his  answer  meant  really  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  was  to  buy  in  the 
cheapest  market,  without  any  regard  to  the  in- 
terests  of  labour  or  anything  else.  Was  that 
what  it  amounted  to  ? 

Mr.  OADMAN  said  he  did  not  say  that  at 
all.  The  efiort  of  the  Government  would  be 
to  see  that  the  interests  not  only  of  the  em- 
ployes, but  also  of  the  taxpayers,  were  fairly 
considered.  If  this  rolling-stock  could  be 
manufactured  in  the  colony  at  a  price  a  little 
higher  than  it  could  be  imported,  then  the 
Government  would  naturally  try  and  do  it ; 
but  when  it  came  to  a  question  of  being  dearer 
by  from  50  to  100  per  cent.,  then  it  was  time 
to  seriously  consider  the  matter. 

RAILWAY  CASUAL  LABOURERS. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ohriatchurch  City)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  Whether,  in  view  of 
the  introduction  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation for  Accidents  Bill,  he  will  inform 
the  House  how  many  casual  labourers  are 
employed  in  the  traffic  branch,  what  they 
are  each  insured  for,  the  conditions  of  the 
policy,  and  the  rate  charged  for  such  cover? 
The  Railway  Statement  contained  informa- 
tion to  the  effect  that  the  casual  hands  in 
the  railway  service  were  at  the  present  time 
covered  against  accident  risk,  and  the  people 
in  the  colony  who  were  interested  in  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Bill,  and  members  of  the 
House  generally,  were  anxious  to  know  what 
the  ooet  of  this  cover  would  be  for  work- 
men of  the  various  classes.  He  took  it  the 
information  be  was  asking  for  would  be  very 
valuable  as  giving  an  indication  as  to  what 
the  liability  would  be  against  employers 
of  labour  under  the  new  Bill.  That  was  his 
general  o^ect  in  asking  for  the  information. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  quite  cor- 
rect in  saying  that  the  whole  of  the  casual 
labourers  in  the  Railway  Department  were  in- 
eared.  The  paragraph  referring  to  this  matter 
in  the  Railway  Statement  said  the  whole  of 
the  casual  labourers  in  the  *<  traffic  "  branch  of 
the  department  were  insured.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  say  how  many  casual  hands 
were  employed  in  the  traffic  branch,  because 
the  nomber  fluctuated  from  day  to  day,  and 
even  from  hour  to  hour.  The  insurance  was 
made  on  the  usual  conditions  of  the  New 
Zealand  Accident  Insurance  Company.    One 


of  the  conditions  was  that  the  man  injured 
received  £1  a  week,  not  exceeding  twenty*  six 
weeks,  and  £50  in  the  case  of  death  within 
three  months  from  the  date  of  the  accident. 
The  premium  paid  was  1^  per  cent,  on  the  gross 
amount  of  the  casual  wages  paid  during  the 
year  The  arrangement  was  made  in  this  way  ; 
This  year,  for  instance,  they  paid  £267,  which 
was  made  up  on  the  basis  of  the  amount  of 
wages  actually  paid  last  year,  and  that  would 
be  rectified  at  the  end  of  this  year,  when  the 
amount  was  ascertained. 

MR.  P.  E.  BALDWIN. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  asked  the  Premier, 
On  what  grounds  £105  have  been  paid  to  Mr. 
P.  E.  Baldwin  (vide  B.-4,  1898— namely.  Ser- 
vices as  Grown  Agent  in  the  Native  Appellate 
Court),  considering  that  in  the  Appellate  Court 
Mr.  Baldwin  stated  he  appeared  for  Nepia 
Pomare  and  Eipa  te  Whatanui  ?  In  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Appellate  Court  it  was  very 
plam  that  Mr.  Stafford,  the  counsel  for  the 
Crown,  actually  opposed  Mr.  Baldwin  appearing 
in  the  Court,  on  grounds  stated  by  him,  but  he 
noticed  in  the  Unauthorised  Expenditure  Ac- 
count for  this  year  there  was  set  down  a  pay- 
ment of  100  guineas  to  a  lawyer  whom 
the  Crown's  own  counsel  actually  objected  to* 
appearing  in  Court.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  would  be  very  interesting  to  hear  what  ex- 
planation the  Government  bad  as  to  the  reason 
for  the  pavment  to  Mr.  Baldwin. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  was 
right  to  a  certain  extent,  as  he  very  often  was, 
and  he  was  wrong  to  a  certain  extent  also. 
Mr.  Baldwin  appeared  in  the  Appellate  Court, 
as  stated  in  the  question,  and  was  ruled  out  of 
Court  as  appearing  for  those  Natives — that  was, 
those  Natives  were  ruled  out  of  Court. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— Yes,  they  were ;  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  not  think  he  did 
not  know  something  about  it.  That  being  the 
case,  Mr.  Baldwin  ceased  to  appear  for  those  Na- 
tives, but  a  few  days  afterwards  he  appeared  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  would  look  at  page  7  of  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Appellate  Court  he  would  find  that  on 
the  27th  of  February  Mr.  Baldwin  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  appear  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  and 
produced  his  authority  for  doing  so.  Notwith- 
standing that  there  were  objections  raised  to  his 
being  allowed  to  appear  there,  the  Court  ruled 
that  he  had  a  right  to  appear. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Not  for  the  Crown  ? 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— Yes,  for  the  Crown. 

SLAUGHTERING   AND  INSPECTION 
BILL. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  Whether  he  will  make  provision 
in  the  Slaughtering  and  Inspection  Bill  for  all 
carcases  of  sheep  to  bear  a  distinct  mark  show- 
ing the  provincial  district  in  which  such  sheep 
were  fattened  ?  This  was  a  portion  of  a  ques- 
tion which  he  had  put  to  the  Minister  of  Lands 
the  other  day.    He  might  say  he  did  not  oon- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


894 


Slaughtering  and 


[HOUSE.]  Inspeetion  BiU.  [Aua.  1(V 


■ider  the  answer  the  Minister  then  gave  satis- 
faototji  and  consequently  he  had  put  a  por- 
tion of  the  question  upon  the  Order  Paper 
again.  He  might  say,  also,  that  the  Canter- 
bury farmers  did  not  object  to  any  quantity  of 
sheep  being  brought  from  Southland  or  Otago 
or  any  other  provincial  district  to  be  frozen  in 
the  Canterbury  District.  What  they  objected 
to  was  that  this  mutton  would  be  classed  with 
their  prime  Canterbury.  He  might  say  the 
Canterbury  farmers  had,  by  attending  to  the 
breeding  of  stock,  produced  a  mutton  that  was 
uoequailed  in  New  Zealand. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — Nonsense. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  it  was  unequalled  in 
New  Zealand,  and  that  that  was  the  result  of 
careful  breeding  by  the  farmers  of  Canterbury, 
and  they  wished  to  retain  that  name.  He 
might  also  say  the  Hon.  the  Minister  the  other 
day  had  said  that  store  sheep  had  been  taken 
from  Canterbury  down  to  Otago  and  fattened 
there.  Well,  he  did  not  wish  to  say  these  sheep 
should  be  branded  **  Prime  Canterbury."  If 
that  were  done  it  would  only  be  in  the  interests 
of  dealers,  and  might  tell  against  the  farmer. 
Sometimes  store  sheep  went  from  Canterbury 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  feed,  but  it  was 
fiore  often  the  case  that  farmers  and  dealers 
had  to  go  down  to  the  southern  districts  and 
fetch  sheep  to  Canterbury  and  fatten  them. 
He  might  also  say  that  it  was  necessary  to  add 
the  words  *'  New  Zealand"  to  the  brand,  for  he 
had  found  by  perusing  a  paper  the  other  day 
that  a  London  butcher  who  was  asked  if  he 
bad  any  Canterbury  mutton  said  "Yes,"  and, 
when  asked  where  Canterbury  was,  be  said  it 
was  somewhere  in  America.  Therefore  it  was 
necessary  that  not  only  the  provincial  district 
should  be  mentioned  by  the  brand  upon  the 
sheep,  but  also  that  the  words  "New  Zealand" 
should  be  added.  He  only  wished  to  retain  for 
Canterbury  the  good  name  that  Canterbury 
bad  built  up  for  itself.  That  was  his  only 
object. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  matter 
to  decide  how  to  brand  mutton  as  provincial. 
Take  the  case  of  a  number  of  sheep  bred  in  the 
interior  of  Canterbury,  brought  down  to  the 
low  country,  fed  up  into  good  store  condition, 
and  then  sent  to  Southland  for  the  purpose  of 
fattening  them  well.  It  would  be  very  difficult 
for  the  brander  to  say  to  which  part  of  the 
colony  they  belonged.  It  would  be  Southland 
mutton  and  Canterbury  bred.  He  thought 
it  would  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do. 
However,  they  had  at  the  present  time  a  Bill 
before  the  House  dealing  with  slaughtering, 
inspection,  and  grading.  The  honourable 
member  would  have  an  opportunity  of  putting 
a  clause  in  the  Bill  to  carry  out  what  he 
wished,  if  the  House  approved.  In  the  mean- 
time he  might  say  the  whole  question  was  one 
of  which  much  more  was  made  than  there  was 
any  necessity  for.  He  had  no  doubt  whatever 
that  if  Southland  or  Otago  mutton  was  taken 
to  Canterbury  that  was  not  first-class  it  would 
not  be  branded  as  Canterbury  mutton. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  he  hoped  the  hononr- 
Afr.  Flatman 


able  gentleman   would  lend   him  a  hand  to- 
amend  the  Bill. 

SOUTH   RIVBRTON  RAILWAY-STATION. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  Whether  he  will  give 
edect  to  the  wishes  of  the  settlers  in  South 
Riverton,  who,  in  a  numerously  signed  petition^ 
requested  the  department  to  erect  a  railway- 
station  to  the  west  of  the  Aparima  Bridge?' 
He  would  point  out  that,  as  doubtless  the 
Minister  for  Railways  was  aware,  the  Township- 
of  Riverton  was  divided  into  two  parts  by  the 
Aparima  River.  The  main  part  of  the  town- 
ship was  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river» 
and  the  railway. station  was  on  that  side.  The 
settlers  in  the  south,  in  order  to  mt^e  use  of 
the  railway,  had  to  travel  nearly  a  mile  and 
cross  the  Aparima  Bridge,  and  because  of  thia 
they  considered  they  were  labouring  under  i^ 
very  serious  disadvantage.  What  was  desired 
was  a  railway-station  to  the  west,  and  conse- 
quently they  had  sent  to  the  House  a  nu- 
merously signed  petition,  which  the  Railways 
Committee  had  referred  to  the  Government. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  for  Railways  would  be 
able  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the  peti- 
tioners by  establishing  a  railway-station  for 
the  convenienoe  of  the  inhabitants  of  South 
Riverton. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
he  had  not  had  much  time  to  look  at  the  matter 
as  the  question  had  only  appeared  on  the  Order 
Paper  that  day.  He  was  informed  that  it  waa 
not  possible  to  plflboe  a  siding  at  the  point 
desired  on  account  of  the  steep  gradient  of  the 
railway,  for  it  would  be  unsafe  to  work  it.  Ta 
put  in  a  siding  at  the  nearest  practicable  point 
would  necessitate  heavy  work  in  altering  the 
grade,  estimated  to  cost  £500.  The  distance 
then  would  only  be  74  chains  from  Riverton^ 
and  therefore  it  could  not  be  recommended. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  did  not  understand  they 
required  a  siding,  but  simply  a  platform  for 
passenger  traffic. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  was  informed  the 
grade  was  something  like  1  in  60,  and  with  a 
gradient  like  that  It  would  be  next  to  impos^ 
sible  to  start  a  train  from  such  a  station. 

WAIPARA-CHEVIOT  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  Whether  the  Government  will 
have  an  estimate  made  during  the  next  reoess 
of  the  approximate  cost  of  a  railway-line  from 
Waipara  to  Cheviot  ?  Seeing  that  the  question 
of  railway  extension  was  likely  to  come  before 
the  House  in  the  not  distant  future  for  (he 
purpose  of  being  dealt  with  in  a  practical  form^ 
he  had  taken  time  by  the  forelock,  and  desired 
to  ask  the  Minister  of  Lands  if  during  the 
recess  he  would  have  an  estimate  made  of  the 
cost  of  a  railway-line  between  Waipara  and 
Cheviot.  The  distance  was  about  forty  miles. 
Almost  all  the  distance  it  would  run  through 
rich  country,  reaching  the  modem  Land  of 
Goshen,  the  Cheviot  Estate. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said,  last  session  he  bad 
promised  that  a  survey  should  be  made  of  the 
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proposed  line  between  Blenheim  and  Golver- 
den.  He  had  not  yet  had  an  opportnnltj  of 
earrying  out  that  promiae,  bat  he  hoped  to  be 
able  to  do  8o  in  the  coarse  of  the  next  two  or 
o  QA  three  months.  While  that  was  in  pro- 
'  greas  they  coald  then  undertake  the 
survey  between  Waipara  and  the  Cheviot.  As 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  no  doubt  aware, 
the  line  had  been  surveyed  through  the  Cheviot 
Eetate,  and,  while  the  survey  from  Culverden 
to  Blenheim  was  being  carried  out,  a  survey 
would  also  be  made  as  requested  by  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

BA19K    OF   NEW    ZEALAND    HEAD- 
OFFICE  EXPENSES. 

Mr.  MOBRISON  (Caversham)  asked  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Wnether  it  is  correct  that 
the  head-office  expenses  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  are:  President,  £2,250;  General 
Manager,  £2,000;  Assistant  General  Manager, 
£1,500;  Government  Auditor,  £1,750;  four 
directors  (each  £500),  £2,000:  total,  £9,500? 
Is  it  also  correct  that  the  travelling-expenses 
of  the  directors  and  head-office  staff  average 
over,  per  year,  £400 :  grand  total,  £9,900  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  the  salary  of 
the  President  was  correct  as  stated.  He  was 
not  sure  what  amount  the  General  Manager  re- 
ceived, nor  was  he-  certain  as  to  the  sum  paid 
to  the  Assistant  General  Manager.  The  amount 
mentioned  as  the  salary  of  the  Government 
Auditor  was  correct,  and  the  amount  given  to 
the  directors  was,  he  thought,  equal  to  the 
earn  stated,  although  he  believed  there  was  a 
sum  of  £8,000  set  apart  to  be  divided  amongst 
them.  He  was  not  aware  what  sum  was  spent 
in  travelling-expenses,  but,  at  any  rate,  he 
would  say  that  the  total  figure  mentioned  by 
the  honourable  member  was  not  much  above 
what  was  actually  spent  in  the  manner  indi- 
cated. 

TOHUNQA   TREATMENT  OP   MAORI 
WOMEN. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  (Bay  of  Islands)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  case  reported  in  the  papers  of  a 
Maori  woman  in  the  Mongonui  County  having 
died  under  the  treatment  of  a  tohunga^  and  will 
he  take  steps  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  this 
in  the  future  ?  His  object  in  bringing  this  ques- 
tion before  the  Minister  was  to  put  a  stop,  if 
possible,  to  the  practice  carried  on  among  some 
sections  of  the  Maoris  by  so-called  tohungas. 
When  an  epidemic  occurred,  these  men  were 
the  cause  of  many  of  the  Natives  under  their 
charge  dying.  In  his  own  experience,  he  knew 
of  epidemics  that  had  occurred  among  the 
Maoris,  and  he  was  aware  too  that  a  great 
many  persons  had  died  through  these 
tohungcu,  and  he  was  desirous,  therefore,  of 
bringing  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
Minister.  As  appeared  from  the  question,  his 
object  was  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  anything 
of  the  kind  in  the  future  ;  and,  in  the  interests 
of  the  Natives,  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  see 
his  way  to  introduce  some  stringent  measure 
that  would  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  the 


tohungcu.  Medical  officers  in  several  districts 
had  spoken  to  him  on  the  matter.  They  said« 
that  the  interference  of  these  men  rendered 
their  action  null  and  void  when  they  took  the 
patients  in  hand.  He  trusted,  therefore,  the 
Minister  of  Justice  would  prevent  this  practice 
being  carried  on,  and  that  he  would  also  prevent 
this  form  of  treatment  being  used  on  the 
Natives. 

Mr;  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Justice), 
said  that  on  first  reading  the  question  he 
thought  the  honourable  member  hakd  laid  a- 
large  contract  before  him,  but  he  understood 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  meant.  There - 
was  a  diffioiilty  in  dealing  with  Natives,  who 
adhered  to  their  primitive  mode  of  treatment 
of  their  sick.  In  the  particular  case  men- 
tioned by  the  honourable  member  he  might 
say  that  an  inquest  was  being  held,  and  steps 
would  be  taken  through  the  Courts  to  proceed 
against  the  tohunga  for  causing  the  death  of 
the  woman. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND  ASSISTANT 
GENERAL  MANAGER. 
Mr.  MORRISON  (Caversham)  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, Whether  the  Mr.  Butt  recently 
appointed  to  the  position  of  Assistant  General* 
Manager  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  is  the 
same  officer  who  was  relieved  of  the  duties  of 
Government  Auditor  ?  Is  it  the  same  Mr.  Butt 
who  stated  in  his  evidence  before  the  Banking 
Committee  one  day  that  £200,000  was  sufficient 
to  meet  certain  losses  in  the  bank,  and  a  few 
days  afterwards  admitted  that  another  £40,000 
was  required  to  make  up  losses  in  connection 
with  a  certedn  account  ?  Does  the  Govern- 
ment consider  that,  with  the  State  guarantee 
behind  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  this  officer 
should  be  placed  in  such  a  responsible  position 
at  a  salary  of  £1,500  per  annum  ?  This  was  a 
very  important  question,  and  he  hoped  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  give  a  more  satis- 
factory answer  than  he  gave  to  his  pre- 
vious question.  He  (Mr.  Morrison)  understood 
that  this  officer,  Mr.  Butt,  who  was  at  one 
time  Auditor  of  the  bank,  although  considered 
to  be  scarcely  capable  of  performing  duties  of 
that  kind,  had  entered  into  a  secret  agree- 
ment— unknown  to  the  Government — with  the 
President  of  the  bank  that  in  the  event  of  find- 
ing the  duties  of  Auditor  too  heavy  he  would 
be  allowed  to  re-enter  the  service  of  the  bank 
as  Assistant  General  Manager,  at  a  salary,  he 
believed,  of  £1,500  a  year.  He  would  like  to 
ask  the  Government,  too,  if  they  were  aware 
that  a  large  number  of  the  original  losses  in 
connection  with  the  bank  were  made  during 
the  time  that  Mr.  Butt  was  at  the  head  of  the 
bank  under  the  old  management,  and  whether, 
taking  all  the  surrounding  circumstances  into 
consideration,  and  seeing  that  the  colony  was 
now  largely  pledged  to  support  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  they  thought  it  desirable  that 
a  gentleman  with  a  history  such  as  that  of 
Mr.  Butt  should  again  be  allowed  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  control  of  the  bank?  If 
there  was  to  be  a  wash-up  in  connection  with 
the  bank,  by  all  means  let  it  be  a  clean  one. 
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Mr.  SEDDOK  (Premier)  regretted  that  his 
reply  to  the  previous  question  put  by  the 
honourable  member  was  not  quite  satisfactory 
to  him,  but  the  fact  was  that,  although  a  copy 
of  the  question  had  been  sent  down  to  the 
bank,  no  answer  bad  been  made  to  it,  euid  for 
that  reason  he  could  not  give  the  definite  reply 
to  the  question  that  he  would  like  to  have 
given.  In  respect  to  the  question  now  asked 
by  the  honourable  member,  he  was  aware  that 
the  gentleman  named  in  the  question  was  the 
one  who  gave  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
that  he  was  until  recently  the  Government 
Auditor,  and  that  he  was  now  the  Assistant 
Oeneral  Manager  of  the  bank. 

RABBIT.PROOF  WIRE-NETTING  FENCES 
BILL. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Mosterton)  aeked  the  Minister 
'Of  Lands,  When  it  is  proposed  to  circulate  and 
proceed  -with  the  Rabbit -proof  Wire -netting 
Fences  Bill  ?  Some  of  the  settlers  in  his  dis- 
trict had  asked  him  to  put  this  question  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands.  For  a  number  of  years 
past  they  had  been  looking  forward  to  the 
passing  of  a  measure  to  enable  them  to  get 
wire-netting  on  easy  terms  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  Government,  so  that  they  might 
•cope  with  the  rabbit  nuisance.  After  an  ex- 
perience extending  over  fully  a  quarter  of  a 
oentury  it  had  been  found  that  the  nuisance 
was  one  that  could  not  be  suppressed  by 
means  of  Rabbit  Inspectors  and  agents.  The 
Inspectors  were  provided  with  absolute  and, 
despotic  powers;  they  had  administered,  vir- 
tually uncontrolled,  a  measure  of  the  most 
drastic  kind ;  and  they  were  sometimes  to 
be  found  coming  down  on  the  small  settlers, 
who  did  their  best  to  keep  their  lands  clear 
by  means  of  poison  and  trapping,  but  who 
found  that  notwithstanding  their  efforts  their 
land  was  invaded  by  rabbits  from  the  adjoining 
Crown  and  Native-owned  land.  In  his  own 
district  during  the  past  year  some  of  the  young 
settlers  had  been  dragged  before  the  Court  by 
the  Inspectors  and  fined  sums  of  £5  and  up- 
wards, and  in  some  cases  they  had  found  it 
necessary  to  ask  the  Magistrates  to  give  them 
lime  for  payment.  It  seemed  to  him  that  this 
process  should  be  discontinued.  The  Rabbit 
Inspector  was  armed  with  as  much  absolute 
power  over  landowners  as  the  King  of  Dahomey 
had  over  his  slaves,  whom  he  preferred  raw 
rather  than  boiled.  If  the  Minister  would  this 
session  take  steps  to  get  a  measure  passed  such 
as  was  mentioned  in  the  question,  enabling 
eettlers  generally  to  provide  themselves  with 
the  most  efifective  means  yet  discovered  for 
getting  rid  of  the  nuisance,  he  would  confer 
a  great  benefit  on  the  producers  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  J.  McRENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
he  intended  to  introduce  a  Bill  that  would  deal 
with  the  matter  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
member.  It  was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Law 
Draftsman,  and  when  it  came  before  the  House 
he  hoped  it  would  meet  the  views  of  the 
iionourable  member. 


INCOME  EXEMPTIONS. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the  Go- 
vemment,  Whether  they  will  amend  the  Land 
and  Income  Assessment  Act  in  the  direction  of 
reducing  the  income  exemption  to  £150  a  year 
instead  of  £800  ?  He  thought  it  was  pretty 
generally  admitted  that  the  income  exemption 
was  fixed  at  too  high  a  figure.  Considering 
what  the  land  exemption  was,  the  income 
assessment  was  not  fixed  on  an  equitable  basts. 
At  present  land  was  exempted  to  the  amount 
of  £500.  Now,  a  man  with  land  to  that  value 
would  tot  by  any  means  produce  out  of  it  any- 
thing like  an  income  of  £800.  If  the  exemp- 
tion for  the  income  assessment  were  reduced 
to  £150,  or  even  to  £200,  the  revenue  from  that 
source  would  be  considerably  augmented,  and 
he  would  not  be  surprised  to  find  it  doubled. 
That  would  be  a  considerable  item  towards 
paying  the  old-age  pensions. 

Mr.  SBDDON  (Colonial  Treasurer)  said  he 
had  said  on  previous  occasions,  ana  he  now 
reiterated,  that  it  would  be  most  undesirable  to 
make  the  payment  required  for  old-age  pensiouB 
an  impost  upon  any  particular  class  of  revenue. 
It  would  simply  cause  ill-feeling  on  the  part  of 
those  who  had  to  pay  that  money,  and  they 
would  naturally  consider  themselves  aggrieved, 
and  would  set  to  work  to  destroy  and  under- 
mine the  system.  In  respect  to  the  comparisoa 
as  between  the  £500  exemption  under  the  land- 
tax  and  the  £800  exemption  under  the  income- 
tax,  the  honourable  member  had  not  taken 
into  account  what  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  thought  he 
should  have — namely,  that  income  was  not  so 
sure ;  it  was  intermittent ;  and  consequently 
that  consideration  might  have  been  taken 
into  account  when  adjusting  the  amount  of 
£800  in  the  one  case  and  the  amount  of  £500 
in  the  other.  But  that  brought  him  to  a  ques- 
tion which  was  of  great  importance — namely, 
the  question  of  indirect  and  direct  taxation. 
If  there  was  a  general  consensus  of  opinion 
that  there  was  too  much  money  taken  from 
the  people  by  means  of  indirect  taxation,  and 
that  more  should  be  taken  by  way  of  direct 
taxation,  thac  was  a  straight-out  issue  and 
understandable.  The  honourable  member 
practically,  by  the  question,  wished  to  in- 
crease the  tax  on  incomes  by  reducing  the  ex- 
emption; but  until  the  time  arrived  for  a 
general  adjustment  it  would  be  very  unwise, 
in  his  opinion,  to  commence  and  do  the  work 
piecemeal. 

NELSON  MAILS  DELIVERY. 
Mr.  GRAHAM  (Nelson)  asked  the  Post- 
master-General, Whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that,  consequent  upon  increased  business  at 
the  Nelson  Post-office  without  any  correspond- 
ing increase  of  staff,  the  daily  town  delivery  of 
mails  except  within  a  very  limited  area  has 
been  reduced  to  one  delivery  each  day,  so  that 
mails  which  arrive  after  eight  or  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning  are  not  delivered  till  the  follow- 
ing day  unless  called  for,  he  will  make  such 
necessary  arrangements  as  will  enable  the 
practice  to  be  resumed,  and  which  had  ex- 
isted for  many  years,  of  making  two  postal 
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deliveries  daily  within  the  limits  of  the 
oity?  He  desired  to  press  this  question  ap- 
on  the  attention  of  the  Postmaster-General, 
referring  as  it  did  to  a  great  and  growing 
inconvenienoe  caused  by  delay  in  the  delivery 
of  letters  after  the  arrival  of  the  mails  at  the 
Kelson  Post-offioe.  As  the  question  indicated, 
the  deliveries  had  been  reduced  within  the  city, 
with  the  exception  of  a  comparatively  limited 
area,  from  two  to  one  a  day ;  but  that  was  not 
the  only  inconvenience.  The  one  delivery  was 
complained  of  as  becoming  later  and  later  in 
the  day  as  time  went  on ;  and  this  was  not  due 
to  any  neglect  or  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
the  officials,  but  simply  because  they  were  too 
few  to  overtake  the  work  they  were  called  on  to 
perform.  It  was  not  right,  however,  that  the 
citizens  should  be  punished  by  having  their 
rights  and  conveniences  curtailed  because  of 
the  increase  of  business,  which  ought  to  be 
provided  for  by  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
staff,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Post  Office  was  being  carried  on  at  a  profit  to 
the  Government.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  hoped  the  Hon.  the  Postmaster  -  General 
would  be  in  a  position  to  inform  him  that  he 
would  give  instructions  to  resume  the  two 
deliveries  a  day  over  the  whole  of  the  original 
area  within  the  city,  and  that  the  necessary 
steps  would  be  taken  to  increase  the  staff  to 
enable  that  to  be  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Postmaster-General)  said  it 
was  not  (he  case  that  the  delivery  of  letters 
from  the  Nelson  Post  office  had  been  reduced 
from  two  deliveries  to  one  each  day.  There 
were  two  full  deliveries  daily  over  the  city 
proper,  and  one  over  the  suburbs,  and  this 
had  been  in  operation  for  years.  The  suburban 
delivery,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  was  extended  last 
year.  There  were  also  two  daily  deliveries  at 
the  Port  as  far  as  the  Rocks  Road  ;  and  the 
suburban  delivery  extended  as  far  as  Bishop- 
dale  to  the  south,  to  the  head  of  Brook  Street 
Valley  to  the  south-east,  and  as  far  as  the 
Cemetery  Road  to  the  north.  An  Inspector  of 
the  department  was,  however,  looking  into  the 
whole  question  of  letter-carriers'  deliveries  at 
Kelson,  with  a  view  to  their  improvement. 
The  prmoipal  cause  of  complaint  appeared  to 
be  that,  owing  to  Kelson  being  a  tidal  harbour, 
the  letter- caniers  frequently  had  to  leave  on 
their  rounds  before  the  arrival  of  steamers  from 
Wellington  and  other  ports.  This  could  not 
well  be  avoided,  as  greater  inconvenience  would 
be  caused  by  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  coun- 
try and  local  letters.  On  the  receipt  of  the 
report  of  the  Inspector  on  this  question  he 
must  confer  with  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  would  like  to  be  allowed  to 
say  that  the  Premier  must  have  been  misin- 
formed respecting  this  matter.  There  had  been 
many  complaints  regarding  the  circumscribed 
area  to  which  the  twice- a-day  delivery  had  been 
reduced ;  it  had  also  been  pointed  out  in  the 
leading  and  correspondence  columns  of  the 
local  Press.  As  an  example  he  might  state — 
and  as  the  Hon.  the  Premier  well  knew — he  (Mr. 
Graham)  lived  not  only  within  the  town  limits, 
but  in  a  main  street,  and  within  five  minutes' 


walk  of  the  Post-office,  and  yet  he  had  now  only 
one  mail-delivery  a  day.  He  had  often  had 
letters  arrive,  sometimes  from  the  Hon  the  Pre- 
mier himself,  say,  after  10  a.m.,  which  were  not 
delivered  to  him  until  nearly  noon  the  following 
morning.  On  making  inquiry  as  to  the  reason 
for  this  he  was  told  he  was  outside  the  second 
delivery  per  day,  and  that  in  the  afternoon  he 
could  only  get  letters  by  calling  at  the  Post- 
office  and  getting  them  across  the  counter. 
He  could  assure  the  Postmaster- General  the 
matter  of  postal  delivery  within  the  city  was- 
not  nearly  as  satisfactory  as  he  had  been  made 
to  represent. 

Mr.  SEDDOK  said  that  his  information  was 
derived  from  the  head  of  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment; and  if  the  head  of  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment deceived  him,  he  must  take  it  that  he 
was  being  deceived  by  hlH  subordinates.  He 
would  make  inquiries.  He  thought  there  was 
a  mistake  somewhere. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  the  matter  had  been  a 
subject  of  recent  agitation. 

OTAUTAU-KIGHTOAPS  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  Whether,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  forwarding  by  rail  of  the  produce 
of  the  farmers  in  the  Waicola  and  Scott's  Gap 
districts,  he  will  make  provision  for  a  siding 
and  loading-bank  at  the  Hundred  line  on  the 
Otautau-Nightcaps  line ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  give 
instructions  to  put  the  work  in  hand  at  once  T 
The  subject-matter  of  this  question  had  been 
a  long-standing  grievance  amongst  the  settlers 
io  the  Waicola  district.  It  had  been  brought 
forward  again  and  again  during  the  last  five  or 
six  years,  and  still  the  requirements  of  the 
settlers  in  that  locality  had  not  been  attended 
to.  He  might  point  out  that  the  settle- 
ment of  Waicola  had  been  gradually  ex- 
tending. At  one  time  the  Waicola  Estate 
was  one  large  holding  or  station :  now  it  was 
being  out  up  for  closer  settlement,  and  it  was 
being  densely  populated  by  numbers  of  small,, 
thriving  farmers,  who  were  greatly  incon- 
venienced through  the  want  of  a  siding  and 
loading-bank  at  the  Hundred  line.  He  might 
explain,  further,  that  the  main  road-line  was  an 
important  one,  separating  two  ridings  of  the 
Wallace  Oounty,  and  it  was  the  chief  road  in 
that  district.  The  difficulty  was,  that  the  rail- 
way-station now  in  existence  was  not  far  away — ' 
it  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant — but  the 
original  railway-station  was  put  in  the  wrong 
place ;  and  he  hoped  the  Minister  for  Rail  wave 
would  accede  to  the  request  of  these  settlers  in 
the  Waicola  district,  and  put  in  this  siding  and 
also  erect  the  loading-bank.  If  he  did  this  he 
would  confer  a  great  favour  on  the  people  there. 

Mr.  GADMAK  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
this  question,  as  the  honourable  member  stated, 
had  been  a  bone  of  contention  for  some  years, 
and  as  the  population  increased  there  the 
matter  seemed  to  grow  more  intense.  The 
position  was  this :  They  had  a  station  at  Otautau, 
and  a  second  one  three  miles  and  a  half  from« 
there,  at  Waicola;  they  had  a  third  station  at 
Woodlaw,  not  five  xniles  from  Waicola,  and  it 
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they  placed  another  one  between  Waioola  and 
Woodlaw,  not  two  miles  from  eaoh  other,  it 
would  give  oause  for  the  complaints  oontinucJly 
made  about  the  frequent  stoppage  of  trains. 
What  he  proposed  to  do  was  to  obtain  a  report 
as  to  the  business  transacted  at  the  two  stations 
of  Waioola  and  Woodlaw  for  the  past  twelve 
months,  so  that  he  might  be  able  to  see  what 
the  business  was.  If  it  was  shown  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  a  station  at  the  Hundred 
line,  he  thought  it  would  be  necessary  to 
move  either  the  Waioola  or  the  Woodlaw 
station  to  this  Hundred  line.  That  seemed 
to  be  the  solution  of  the  diffioultyi  but  until  he 
had  the  report  mentioned  he  could  say  no  more. 

NIGHTCAPS    COAL  COMPANY'S  RAIL- 
WAY. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the  Go- 
vemment,  Whether  they  are  prepared  to  pur- 
chase the  Nightcaps  Coal  Company's  private 
line  between  Wairio  and  Nightcaps ;  and,  if 
not,  will  they  at  once  erect  a  platform  and 
shelter  shed  for  the  convenience  of  passengers, 
and  a  goods-shed  for  the  storage  and  protection 
of  grain  and  wool  at  Nightcaps  ?  The  question 
of  the  Government  purchasing  the  private  line 
which  belonged  to  the  Nightcaps  Coal  Com- 
pany was  brought  before  the  House  in  1886,  but 
since  that  time  nothing  had  been  done.  The 
Hue  was  only  two  miles  and  a  half  in  length. 
It  was  constructed  by  the  Nightcaps  Coal  Com- 
pany for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  coal  away 
from  Nightcaps.  Since  that  time,  however,  a 
township  had  sprung  up  around  Nightcaps,  and 
the  country  in  the  vicinity  had  been  settled. 
In  the  interests  of  the  farming  community  it 
was  desirable  that  the  Government  should 
purchase  this  line ;  but  if  it  could  not  see  its 
way  at  the  present  time  to  purchase  this  rail- 
way, then  better  facilities  should  be  given  for 
the  convenience  of  passengers,  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  goods  sent  by  the  railway  from  Night- 
oaps  to  Invercargill  or  Riverton.  He  hoped 
the  Minister  for  Railways  would  be  able  to  ^ve 
him  a  favourable  reply.  The  Nightcaps  CoaJ 
Company  were  prepared,  he  understood,  to  give 
a  site  free  of  cost  for  the  erection  of  a  goods- 
shed,  cmd  some  time  ago  an  estimate  was  made 
of  what  it  would  cost  to  put  up  a  platform  and 
shelter-shed.  He  hoped,  seeing  that  this  was 
.a  matter  of  some  urgency,  the  department 
would  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
the  location  of  this  line  and  the  gradients 
thereon  made  it  unadvisable  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  purchase  it.  The  department  said 
that  a  platform,  shelter-shed,  and  goods-shed 
were  the  usual  complements  of  a  station  having 
a  similar  business  to  that  at  Nightcaps,  and 
should  be  provided  by  the  company  owning  the 
line.  He  felt,  with  the  honourable  gentleman, 
that,  as  the  Government  took  all  the  revenue 
from  the  line,  it  would  perhaps  be  only  fair 
that  they  should  contribute  something  towards 
the  necessary  equipment  of  the  station,  and  if 
those  interested  were  prepared  to  meet  the 
department  half-way,  he  should  feel  inclined 
4to  do  something  in  the  direction  asked. 
Mr»  Cadman 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Caversham)  rose  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House,  owing  to  the 
very  unsatisfactory  replies  he  had  received  in 
connection  with  his  two  questions— Noe.  7 
and  9. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  asked  if  it  was  not 
necessary  that  seven  honourable  members 
should  rise  in  their  places  before  the  motion 
for  adjournment  could  be  moved. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  Yes ;  that  was  so.  He 
had  overlooked  that  role. 

The  required  number  of  members  not  having 
risen, — 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  could  not 
be  moved. 

LOANS  RAISED  SINCE  1870. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchuroh  City)  moved. 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
showing,— (1)  Nominal  amount  of  eaoh  public 
loan  raised  since  1870,  and  by  what  Govern- 
ment raised ;  (2)  the  actual  amount  received 
by  the  Treasury  for  each  such  nominal  loan; 
(8)  the  cost  of  raising  each  loan ;  and  (4)  who 
received  the  difference  between  the  nominal 
amount  of  eaoh  loan  and  the  actucJ  net  cash 
value  of  same. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Colonial  Treasurer)  said  this 
was  intended,  no  doubt,  to  cover  the  million- 
and-a-half  loan  raised  for  advances  to  settlers. 
The  honourable  member  had  gone  a  long  way 
back  to  get  at  that  information,  and  he  must 
say  at  once  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  the  return  he 
had  asked  for  this  session,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  cost.  He  believed  the  honourable  member 
for  Awarua  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  that 
day  for  returns  respecting  the  million-and  a- 
half  advances  to  settlers  loan.  As  far  as  be 
knew,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  granting 
the  information.  But  as  this  motion  now  read 
it  was, 

**That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing,— (1)  Nominal  amount  of  eaoh 
public  loan  raised  since  1870,  and  by  what  Go- 
vernment raised;  (2)  the  actual  amount  re- 
ceived by  the  Treasury  for  each  such  nominal 
loan ;  (3)  the  cost  of  raising  each  loan ;  and 
(4)  who  received  the  difference  between  the 
nominal  amount  of  each  loan  and  the  actual 
net  cash  value  of  same." 

He  hoped  the  honourable  member  later  on 
would  not  complain  if  he  did  not  get  the  return 
in  full.  It  would  be  a  most  expensive  return 
to  prepare,  and  he  feared  there  would  be  soma 
difficulty  in  going  so  far  back  for  the  informa- 
tion asked.  He  did  not  at  all  oppose  the  mo- 
tion, but  if  honourable  members  would  just  foe 
a  moment  contemplate  that  this  meant  a  re* 
turn  covering  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years  they 
would  understand  they  were  voting  for  a  very 
large  order  and  a  most  expensive  one,  and  there 
would  not  be  good  value  for  the  cost.  If  this 
was  aimed  at  the  million-and-a-half  loan  raised 
a  couple  of  years  ago,  it  would  be  much  better 
to  get  that  return  direct. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  must 
protest  against  the  expenditure    this   return 
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•would  mean.  If  they  were  going  baok  Iweniy- 
-eight  yean  through -all  the  doouments  that 
^ould  be  neoeeaary  to  search  to  make  this  re- 
ium  complete,  it  wonld  cost  as  much  money  as 
would  make  four  or  five  miles  of  a  public  road ; 
and  what  would  be  the  value  of  it  when  it  did 
•eome  before  the  House?  If  the  honourable 
member  was  aiming  at  some  special  loan,  why 
^id  he  not  say  so  specificcJly  ?  A  return  of 
this  sort,  extending  over  twenty-eight  years, 
could  not  be  got  ready  for  twelve  months  hence, 
and  then  only  at  great  cost  to  the  colony.  He 
hoped  honourable  members  would  put  their 
foot  down  and  refuse  to  allow  such  returns  as 
these. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  sym- 
pathized with  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
his  desire  to  get  information  of  this  sort. 
Unfortunately  the  colony  was  not  yet  properly 
alive  to  the  extraordinary  way  in  which  we 
were  increasing  our  debt,  nor  did  it  realize 
this  fact :  that,  already,  since  we  had  inaugu- 
rated the  public-works  policy,  we  had  paid 
away  m  interest  more  than  we  had  raised 
in  capital  during  the  period  of  twenty-eight 
years.  If  there  was  a  return  prepared  and  was 
so  constructed  that  the  people  could  under- 
stand what  we  were  really  doing,  they  would 
be  aghast  at  the  fact  that  if  we  had  never 
borrowed  a  penny  we  might  have  spent  as 
much  money  as  we  had  now  spent  in  rail- 
ways without  having  incurred  any  debt  at 
all.  In  the  early  days  of  the  public- works 
policy  we  could  not  have '  spent  the  money 
lavishly  on  our  railways;  but  the  solid  fact 
remained  that  we  had  already  paid  away  an 
equivalent  sum,  or  a  greater  sum,  in  interest 
than  we  had  actually  received  in  capital  for 
the  construction  of  our  public  works.  While* 
he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
fight  in  drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that 
we  had  been  borrowing  money  very  rapidly, 
he  was  afraid  the  return  would  not  show 
exactly  which  Government  had  been  the  cause 
of  borrowing  any  particular  loan,  because  in 
many  instances  a  Government  had  had  to 
borrow  money  to  make  up  deficits  left  by 
their  predecessors.  There  had  too  often  been 
laige  borrowing  to  make  up  the  deficits  that 
had  been  left  by  preceding  Governments.  And, 
after  cJl,  what  was  the  cost  of  making  up  such 
a  return  as  this  ?  He  supposed  £10  or  £20  at 
the  outside  would  cover  all  cost  of  the  clerical 
work  necessary.  He  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  successful  in  getting  his 
return. 

Mi.  ward  (Awarua)  also  hoped  the  honour- 
able member  would  succeed  in  getting  his  re- 
turn, because  he  would  like  to  see  placed  on 
record  the  position  in  connection  with  the 
whole  of  the  loans  raised  by  the  colony.  He 
did  not  think  the  matter  of  expense  of  prepara- 
tion was  sufficient  reason  to  refuse  the  return, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  granted.  But  he 
must  take  very  decided  exception  to  one  remark 
which  had  just  fallen  from  the  leader  of  the 
-Opposition,  because  he  ventured  to  say  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  thought  it  out  himself  he 
would  see  Oiat  it  was  calculated  to  seriously 


mislead  both  the  members  of  that  House  and 
the  people  of  the  country,  some  of  whom, 
perhaps,  without  reflection,  would  be  excused 
for  arriving  at  a  wrong  conclusion.  The  honour- 
able member  said— and  emphasized  it — that 
since  the  public-works  policy  was  initiated  in 
New  Zealand  more  money  had  been  paid  in 
interest  than  the  amount  of  capital  that  had 
been  borrowed.  That  might  be  so.  He  was 
not  going  to  question  the  honourable  member's 
statement  or  to  contradict  him,  because  he  had 
not  had  time  to  look  up  the  records;  but  it 
appeared  quite  obvious  that  such  a  statement 
ought  to  be  amplified  by  figures  showing  how 
much  had  been  received  from  the  investment 
of  the  money  in  the  shape  of  earnings  from  the 
first  instance.  He  thought  the  honourable 
member  would  see  that  unless  the  two  things 
were  taken  together  his  statement  would  be 
very  misleading.  If  the  statement  went  forth 
without  modification — namely,  that  the  in- 
terest payable  on  the  loans  the  colony  had 
raised  since  the  public -works  policy  was 
initiated  was  more  than  the  whole  capital 
borrowed  —  any  one  reading  that  statement, 
without  going  below  the  surface,  would  oome 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole  colony  was 
going  to  the  bad. 

An  Hon.  Member. — So  it  is. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  on  the  contrary,  he  thought 
it  was  unmistakably  going  very  much  to  the 
good. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— If  you  borrow  every 
year  you  can  continue  to  the  good. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  not  necessary  at  all 
to  do  that  in  order  to  keep  to  the  good.  Legiti- 
mate borrowing  for  expenditure  on  repro- 
ductive works  was  not  reprehensible,  as  some 
people  seemed  to  think ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
greatest  and  most  successful  countries  m  the 
world  would  have  been  out  of  the  race  and 
left  far  behind  but  for  borrowed  money.  He 
was  dealing  now  with  the  statement  of  the 
honourable  leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  is : 
whether  the  amount  of  interest  paid  since  a 
certain  period  was  more  than  the  amount  of 
capital  borrowed.  He  said  that  the  amount  of 
interest,  to  a  very  large  extent,'at  any  rate,  was 
recouped  by  the  result  to  the  people  whom  the 
loan  was  intended  to  serve  in  the  first  instance. 
Any  one  would  assume  from  the  honourable 
member's  remarks  that  the  whole  of  the  interest 
was  provided  out  of  taxation.  This  was  an 
utter  fallacy,  and  entirely  incorrect  and  mis- 
leading. For  instance,  take  the  railways :  they 
had,  say,  an  average  of  from  4  to  4}  per  cent,  to 
pay  on  the  money  borrowed ;  their  earnings 
were  now  ,at  the  lowest  2f  per  cent,  upon 
the  whole  capital  invested.  Very  well,  their 
eamiogs  upon  the  capital,  which  went  towards 
the  payment  of  interest,  must  go  against  the 
statement  made  that  we  had  paid  away  in 
interest  more  than  the  colony  had  bor- 
rowed in  connection  with  the  public-works 
policy.  Now,  if  that  statement  in  the  abstract 
were  right,  it  would  mean  that  since  the 
money  had  been  borrowed  it  had  been  left 
idle — that  it  was  not  earning  anything  for  the 
country ;    and    if    that   were    the    case,    un- 
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doubtedly  the  view  held  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  would  be  right.  But  the  money 
had  not  been  idle.  So  far  as  the  public- works 
policy  was  concerned,  a  vast  amount  of  it  had 
earned  interest  from  its  investment.  He  un- 
derstood the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  say  it 
would  have  been  better  never  to  have  borrowed. 
He  difiered  very  materially  from  any  one  who 
said  that  it  would  have  been  better  for  us  never 
to  have  borrowed.  If  this  had  been  the  case 
this  country  would  have  been  comparatively  a 
wilderness ;  the  population  would  have  been  very 
small  indeed,  and  the  lands  of  the  country 
would  have  been  held  in  large  areas,  and  by  a 
small  number  of  people  only.  But,  by  the 
development  of  the  public-works  policy — by 
the  opening  of  railways,  the  construction  of 
roads  and  bridges,  the  country  had  been  opened 
up  and^made  available  for  the  backbone  of  the 
colony,  for  the  settlers,  to  go  on  the  land  ;  and 
without  the  necessary  facilities  in  the  shape  of 
railways,  roads,  and  bridges  to  enable  them  to 
get  their  produce  to  the  seaports,  and  the  facili- 
ties afiorded  by  our  post  and  telegraph  services, 
where  would  they  be  ?  What  would  have  been 
the  result  to  the  thousands  of  small  settlers  now 
on  the  lands  of  the  colony?  Few  of  them 
would  have  been  there,  and  the  result  would  be 
that  only  those  with  large  capital  would  have 
heep.  able  to  hold  land,  and  that  in  large  tracts 
for  sheep  •  stations ;  and  the  smaller  class  of 
settlers  would  have  been  kept  out  of  the  country. 
That  would  have  been  the  alternative  had  this 
country  abstained  from  borrowing ;  in  addition 
to  which  many  of  our  beehives  of  industrial 
enterprises,  which  support  thousands  of  em- 
ployes in  our  towns  and  cities,  would  not  be 
m  existence  at  all,  as  they  would  have  com- 
paratively few  people  to  manufacture  for.  In* 
some  cases  political  railways  were  built,  and 
political  works  were  undertaken  ;  but  the  same 
thing  applied  to  every  other  young  country 
which  had  to  develop  itself  with  consider- 
able rapidity  on  borrowed  money.  On  the 
whole,  however,  the  public- works  policy  had, 
taken  in  the  main,  conferred  immense  benefits 
upon  this  colony.  But  he  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  that  he  hoped  the  return — even  if  it 
were  costly — would  be  furnished. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— It  would  not  cost  £10. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  would  cost  a  great  deal 
more  than  that ;  but  he  hoped  it  would  be  fur- 
nished, because  he  thought  it  would  afiord 
valuable  information,  and  it  would  be  useful 
to  have  a  record  of  the  whole  position  of  the 
loans  raised  for  the  last  twenty-eight  years. 
He  would  like  to  see  it  go  further ;  he  would 
like  to  see  the  return  furnished  o£  who  had  re- 
ceived the  difference  between  the  face  amount 
borrowed  and  the  actuaJ  amount  of  the  loans 
subscribed.  He  would  support  the  motion  to 
have  the  return  furnished. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  it  was  customary  on  Wednesday 
afternoons,  when  motions  for  returns  were  be- 
fore the  House,  for  the  mover  to  give  some 
reasons  for  his  motion.  To-day  no  reasons 
had  been  given.  They  were  asked  to  furnish 
a  return  which  would  go  twenty-seven  years 
Mr.  Ward 


back,  giving  certain  items  of  information,  and 
what  would  be  the  use  to  the  country  ?  It  was 
either  going  too  far  or  else  not  far  enough.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  to  get  some 
information  in  connection  with  the  million-and- 
a-half  loan,  that  would  not  have  been  an  ex- 
pensive matter,  and  would  not  take  long  U> 
prepare.  But  to  grant  such  a  return  as  would 
go  back  twenty-eight  years  for  such  informa- 
tion as  could — most  of  it— be  obtained  from. 
the  blue-books  would  be  a  great  mistake. 
He  inferred  from  what  had  been  said  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  that  it  would  have 
been  better  for  us  if  the  country  had  never 
borrowed,  and  if  it  had  carried  out  public 
works  out  of  surplus  revenue.  What  would 
have  been  their  position  if  such  a  course  had 
been  followed?  Compare  our  position  now 
with  that  of  twenty-six  or  twenty- eight  years- 
ago.  How  far  would  our  railways  be  at  the 
present  time  ?  There  would  be  no  connection 
between  Ghristchurch  and  Dquedin.  The 
honourable  gentleman  would  still  have  to  take 
the  coach  if  he  wanted  to  get  to  Napier ;  and,, 
so  far  as  land- settlement  was  concerned,  for 
want  of  roads  and  bridges,  not  one-half  of  the 
area  of  land  would  have  been  taken  up  which 
was  now  carrying  a  fairly  large  population. 
What  he  would  have  liked  to  see  in  con> 
nection  with  the  return  would  be  informa- 
tion on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua,  showing  how  the 
money  had  been  spent — where  the  money  had' 
gone  to— how  far  it  had  been  spent  on  political 
railways.  To  quote  an  instance — the  Otago 
Central.  It  was  justifiable  and  necessary  for 
them  to  tap  the  Maniototo  Plains,  but  there 
could  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  any  one  who- 
knew  the  district  that  the  line  should  have- 
been  taken,  not  by  the  Taieri  Gorge,  but  by  the 
Dunback.  Hundreds  of  thousands  had  been 
squandered  by  taking  it  through  the  gorgo, 
instead  of  by  the  route  he  had  mentioned. 
He  would  like  to  see  the  honourable  member 
amend  the  motion  so  as  to  include  some  in- 
formation as  to  how  much  money  had  been 
squandered  by  previous  Governments  on  lines 
which  were  of  little  or  no  use.  With  such  an. 
addition  he  would  vote  for  the  return.  As  it 
was,  as  it  would  be  a  costly  return,  he  would 
be  inclined  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christchurch  City)  did  not 
understand  the  statement  of  the  last  speaker 
in  saying  that  this  would  be  an  expensive 
return  to  compile.  The  first  piece  of  infor- 
mation asked  for  would,  he  should  say,  take  a 
clerk  in  a  Government  office  not  more  than 
half  an  hour  to  furnish ;  the  next  he  should 
say  the  Treasury  Department  oould  supply  in 
half  an  hour ;  the  cost  of  raising  each  loan 
could  easily  be  ascertained  from  the  Trea&mty 
records.  In  connection  with  the  fourth  item 
asked  for,  he  admitted  there  might  be  some 
difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  difference  between* 
the  amount  of  the  loan  and  the  actual  amount 
received.  But,  when  he  heard  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  giving  alleged  reasons  why  the 
return  should  not  be  furnished,  he  could  not. 
understand  what  that  honourable  gentleman* 
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vns  driviog  at.  The  ntmn  uked  for  was  aim- 
pUoity  itself  to  the  average  intelleot.  So  far 
as  the  Minister  for  Pablio  Works  was  oon- 
oemed,  thev  recognised  that  he  did  not  appear 
able  to  understand  the  simplest  question,  bat 
no  donbt  the  Premier  wonld  give  him  the  in- 
formation by-and-bv.  This  return  would  be 
found  most  yaluable  for  reference  at  a  later 
stage.  Then,  as  to  where  the  money  for  raising 
the  loan  had  gone,  or  to  whom  the  money  for 
raising  the  various  loans  in  connection  with 
the  Oovemment  of  the  colony  had  been  paid, 
they  had  heard  so  many  charges  of  political 
corruption  and  so  much  during  the  last  few 
years  as  to  what  had  been  done  in  the  way  of 
political  railways,  and  jobbery  in  connection 
with  the  loans  of  the  colony,  that  such  a  return 
should  be  useful  to  members  and  instractive  to 
the  colony.  Although  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  was  going  to  oppose  this  motion  he 
hoped  the  Premier  would  induce  his  colleague 
to  withdraw  his  great  opposition  so  that  the 
return  might  be  furnished. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ghristohurch  City)  said  the 
Premier  was  not  right  in  his  supposition  that 
this  motion  was  aimed  at  the  million-and-a- 
half  loan  raised  for  advances  to  settlers.  That 
was  not  the  object  he  (Mr.  Taylor)  had  in 
moving  for  the  return.  What  he  did  want  to 
get  at  was  a  return  showing  what  discount  the 
oolony  had  had  to  allow  to  the  money-lenders 
in  London  on  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of 
the  colony ;  and  be  believed  that  that  return 
would  prove  not  only  very  interesting  but  very 
instructive,  and  would  be  of  great  value,  espe- 
cially as  it  would  appear,  from  what  had  been 
said  by  a  large  number  of  members  of  the 
House,  as  though  the  colony  were  again  to  be 
entreated  to  go  in  for  a  borrowing  policy.  Now, 
the  return  was  practically  compiled  in  the 
Year-book  for  1897,  and  in  the  Budgiet  of  this 
year.    All  it  wanted,  really,  to  make  it  com- 

Slete  was  that  members  should  know  what 
isoonnts  had  been  allowed  to  the  money- 
lenders. He  submitted  this  oolony  ought 
not  to  have  allowed  a  single  penny  of  dis- 
count to  any  monev  -  lender,  out  that  for 
everv  £1  bond  issued  we  should  get  aOs.  in 
hard  cash,  and  that  was  the  purpose  of  the 
motion.  He  wanted  to  find  out  what  had 
been  paid  to  the  money-lenders  by  way  of  com- 
mission, and  to  what  money-lenders  we  had 
paid  it.  The  other  purpose  the  return  would 
serve  would  be  to  enable  a  calculation  to  be 
made  along  ^e  lines  suggested  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  and  also  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarna.  He  was  quite 
satisfied  we  had  paid  away  in  interest  in  this 
oolony  up  to  date  an  amount  very  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  as  much  as  that  produced  by  the 
total  amount  we  had  received  by  way  of  loan 
since  1870,  and,  if  that  was  so,  the  fact  had 
never  been  clearly  placed  before  the  people. 
The  return  would  enable  that  position  to  be 
ascertained,  and  it  would  cDable  the  public 
to  find  out  how  many  shillings  they  had  got 
for  every  pound's  worth  of  bonds  they  had 
iesued,  and  he  was  Inclined  to  think  the  re- 
tam  would  prove  a  startling  one  to  the  public, 
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and  be  a  valuable  one  to  plaoe  among  onr 
records. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

NIGHTCAPS   RAILWAY. 

Mr.  OILFEDDER  (Wallace)  moved.  That 
there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return  show- 
ing, under  separate  headings,— (1)  The  number 
of  passengers  carried  by  rail  to  and  from 
Nightcaps  for  the  year  ending  the  Slst  March, 
1898 ;  (2)  the  amount  of  coal ;  (3)  the  quantity 
of  grain ;  and  (4)  any  other  produce  sent  from 
Nightcaps  during  the  same  pisriod. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  (Premier)  wanted  some  rea- 
sons for  this  return. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL  said,  surely  the  honour- 
able member  could  move  the  motion  as  he 
liked. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  they  were  to  be  asked 
in  respect  of  each  section  of  railway  to  furnish 
a  return  of  this  kind  he  must  ask  what  object 
was  to  be  gained,  and  what  was  the  reason  of 
the  honourable  member  moving  for  it ;  other- 
wise for  every  section  of  railway  right  through- 
out the  colony  they  might  be  asked  to  give  a 
separate  return  like  this.  The  honourable 
member  was  treating  the  House  very  cavalierly. 
He  might  have  given  them  in  two  minutes 
some  reasons  for  moving  this  motion.  He 
would  not  oppose  the  return,  but  he  would  like 
to  hear  some  reasons  given.  The  Minister  for 
Railways  was  not  at  present  in  the  House ;  if 
he  were  there,  probably  he  woald  know  better 
than  himself  (the  Premier)  the  reasons  for  the 
return.  If,  however,  they  started  to  lay  down 
this  rule,  another  memoer  might  ask  for  a 
similar  return  in  respect  of  the  railways  in  his 
district,  and  where  would  the  thing  stop  ? 

Mr.  TANNER  said  the  honourable  member 
wished  to  show  the  importance  of  his  district. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Mhiister  for  Publia 
Works)  would  suggest  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristohurch  City  (Mr.  Smith),  with 
the  superior  intelligence  which  they  knew  he 
possessed,  might  be  able  to  throw  some  light 
on  the  question  of  Nightcaps.  He  sometimes 
heard  of  the  '<  nightcaps"  some  members  had 
at  certain  hours  of  the  night.  Perhaps  the 
honourable  member  could  throw  some  light  on 
that.  He  did  not  see  why  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace,  having  thought  it  un- 
necessary to  offer  any  explanation,  might  not 
arrange  with  the  honourable  member  for  Ohrist- 
churoh  City  to  explain  the  motion.  If  he  did 
this  they  would  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
what  was  wanted,  and  it  would  save  the  time 
of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura)  said,  as  there  seemed 
to  be  some  misapprehension  in  the  mind  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  as  to  what  kind  of 
Nightcaps  this  was,  he  would  just  like  to  inform 
him  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  Ministerial 
"  nightcaps,"  and  the  honourable  member  for 
WaUaoe  was  quite  within  his  rights  in  asking 
for  a  return  such  as  this.  He  himself  (Mr. 
McNab)  had  had  occasion  to  ask  for  a  return 
dealing  with  another— the  Seaward  Bush— rail- 
way, but  could  not  get  it.  That  was  a  railway 
in  which  he  was  Interested,  and  a  return  was 
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•flaked  for,  whioh  perhaps  he  would  not  be 
allowed  to  refer  to  now.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wallaoe  was  urging  on  the  Qovemment 
the  necessity  for  purchasing  this  line;  and 
there  was  no  doubt  that,  if  the  information 
asked  for  in  the  motion  for  this  return  were 
supplied,  the  force  of  public  opinion  would  be 
so  strong  that  the  Government  would  be  abso- 
lutely compelled  to  purchase  that  line. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ghristchuroh  Oity)  said  it 
was  alleged  that  Nature  abhorred  a  vacuum, 
and  therefore  he  proposed  to  supply  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  with  a  little  information. 
As  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  had 
explained,  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  was  really  aiming  at  was  a  return 
that  would  go  to  show  that  the  Nightcaps 
branch  of  the  railways  of  this  colony  was  the 
most  important  branch  in  the  whole  of  the 
railway  sections  from  Auckland  to  the  Bluff. 
That  was  the  object  of  the  return,  and  he  was 
really  surprised  to  find  that  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  was  not  able  to  grasp  such  a 
simple  problem  as  that.  The  Nightcaps  men- 
tioned in  the  motion  had  no  reference  to  the 
**  nightcaps  "  that  might  be  seen  making  their 
transit  on  trays  through  the  lobbies  any  night 
after  half-past  ten.  Those  were  Ministerial 
*'  nightcaps,"  but  the  Nightcaps  this  motion 
had  special  reference  to  was  a  small  line  of 
railway  over  which  various  minerals  and  agri- 
cultural products  were  carried,  and,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallaoe  was  about  (he 
keenest  local  politician  in  Parliament,  he  was 
getting  ready  for  next  year's  election.  The 
returns  and  the  information  he  wanted  were 
intended  to  demonstrate  that  he  was  nursing 
the  Nightcaps  district. 

Mr.  WABD  (Awarua]  believed  that  Nature 
did  abhor  a  vacuum,  and  he  thought  sometimes 
a  vacuum  was  filled  up  by  gas,  and  perhaps  by 
bad  gas.  He  was  half  inclined  to  think  that 
'  on  this  occasion  they  had  had  a  little  of  that 
clement  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Ohxistchurch  Oity.  Now,  this  was  a  very  im- 
portant matter  to  the  district  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  represented. 
It  was  not  a  recent  matter  to  have  it  brought 
before  the  Gk>vemment,  for  the  line  had  been 
.  used  for  many  years,  largely  in  connection  with 
the  main  line  of  railways,  and  the  communitv 
.  were  ver^r  much  exercised  in  connection  with 
the  position  of  the  railway,  which  connected 
the  main  branch  of  railway  with  the  colliery  of 
'  the  Nightcaps  Ooal  Oompany.  A  large  number 
of  the  people  of  that  district  were  supported 
by  the  working  of  this  coal-mine,  and  the 
Nightcaps  Ooal  Oompany  found  themselves 
handicapped  by  the  rate  of  interest  which  he 
presumed  they  had  to  pa^  on  the  cost  of  this 
line  of  railway.  The  railway  was  started  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  company  to  utilise 
their  large  ooal  deposits,  and  the  railways 
in  that  part  of  the  colony  were  supplied 
with  cosJ  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  *it  also 
served  the  district,  and  really  fulfilled  a  very 
important  service  in  that  particular  portion  of 
the  colony.  It  was  a  matter  in  which  some  of 
.the  constituents  of  the  honourable  member 
Mr.  McNab 


were  deeply  concerned,  and  personally  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  regretted  to  see  the  attempt  which  had 
been  made  to  introduce  a  spirit  of  levity  into 
the  discussion  of  an  important  matter  of  thii 
kind.  He  was  very  sorry  to  find  that  that 
spirit  came  from  an  honourable  member  pro- 
fessing to  be  so  very  strait-laced.  He  hoped 
the  importance  of  this  question  would  be  recog- 
nised, and  that,  at  any  raie,  the  return,  whioh 
only  asked  for  information,  would  receive  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Government. 
As  he  had  said,  it  was  a  very  important  matter 
to  the  district,  and  if  there  ever  was  a  private 
railway  connecting  the  main  line  of  ndlways 
with  the  railway  of  a  ooal-^nining  oompany 
where  the  Government  should  step  in  and  take 
it  over  it  was  this  particular  railway  which  the 
honourable  member's  motion  referred  to. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— If  it  is  paying  the 
owners  well,  why  taJce  it  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  wu 
used  largely  by  the  Government  for  their  own 
carrying  requirements — for  more  purposes  than 
the  carrying  of  coal.  He  believed  a  former 
Government  submitted  the  question  to  a  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Oommittee  recommended  that 
the  line  should  be  purchased.  He  had  no 
interest  in  the  matter  beyond  a  desire  to  see 
an  important  industry  in  that  part  of  the 
colony  progressing.  He  believed  the  line 
originally  cost  £18,000,  and  he  thought  those 
interested  in  the  ooal-niine  simply  desired  that 
the  line  should  be  treated  as  other  private 
lines  had  been,  so  that  the  oompany  might 
legitimately  ceurry  on  their  enterprise  as  coal- 
producers.  If  the  line  were  to  be  purchased 
he  was  not  in  favour  of  its  first  cost  being 
paid,  or  fancy  prices,  but  upon  a  valuation. 
The  coal  there  was  not  likely  to  give  out  in 
a  year  or  two;  he  understood  there  was  an 
almost  inexhaustible  supply  of  coal.  The  ooal 
had  a  very  material  effect  m  keeping  down  the 
price  of  imported  ooal,  and  it  thus  assisted  the 
manufacturing  industries  in  the  district.  He 
would  certainly  support  the  motion  to  have 
the  information  asked  for  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  furnished. 

Mr.  GILFEPDEB  (WaUace)  said  his  reason 
for  moving  this  resolution  was  this :  The  Night- 
caps Bailway  was  a  private  line,  and  the 
Gk>vemment  were  having  the  use  of  it.  For  a 
number  of  years  there  had  been  a  desire  in 
that  district  that  some  accommodation  should 
be  provided  by  the  Government,  seeing  that 
they  were  using  the  line  and  securing  the 
revenue  from  It.  This  was  one  of  the  best 
paying  little  lines  in  the  whole  colony.  Some 
accommodation  should  be  provided  for  pas- 
sengers, and  a  goods-shed  should  also  be  pro- 
vided for  the  produce  of  the  settlers  of  the 
surrounding  district.  And  if  the  Government 
could  not  erect  these  on  the  plea  that  it  was  a 
private  line  then  they  should  purchase  it.  The 
district  was  an  important  one,  and  the  line 
was  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  South 
Island..  It  was  highly  remunerative,  and  the 
returns  would  show  that  it  compared  favourably 
with  the  returns  made  by  any  other  line  of 
equal  length  in  the  colony.    The  district  was  a 
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fertile  agricaltaral  ooe,  and  in  the  fatnre  there 
was  a  probability  of  a  seaport  being  established 
at  Riverton  in  order  to  facilitate  the  export  of 
{[rain  from  the  Western  District,  and  it  was 
therefore  essential  that  the  Government  should 
possess  that  line.  He  hoped  the  motion  would 
be  agreed  to.  As  he  had  said,  the  Gk>Yemmont 
line  was  deriving  great  benefit  from  this  private 
line.  The  company  paid  the  interest  on  the 
€08t  of  the  construction  of  the  line,  and  yet 
the  company  had  not  received  one  penny  from 
the  Government. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

AUDIT  OFFICE  AND  TREASURY. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Colonial  Treasurer)  moved. 
That  the  correspondence  between  tne  Audit 
Office  and  the  Treasury,  in  a  case  under  sec- 
tion 53  of  *•  The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1891," 
«f  the  Audit  Office  having  declined  to  pass 
three  issue -requisitions,  be  referred  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee.  In  moving  this 
motion  he  was  following  the  course  adopted  in 
1883.  He  might  say  that  in  the  year  1888  a 
similar  question' arose  between  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  and  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General,  and  if  honourable  members  would 
turn  up  the  Appendix  to  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  1888  they  would  find  that  there  was 
a  requisition  made  for  an  imprest  of  £192,150, 
and  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  wrote 
to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  as  follows  :— 
A*  The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

"  I  am  unable  to  sign  this  requisition  with- 
out pointing  out  that  it  involves  a  grave  evasion 
of  the  law.  It  is  not  an  effraction  of  the  law 
such  that  I  should  be  justified  in  declining  to 
issue  the  money ;  but  it  evades  the  clear  inten- 
tion of  the  Act. 

'*  The  ninth  section  of  *  The  Public  Revenues 
Act,  1882,'  provides  for  the  expenditure  for  two 
months  after  the  end  of  the  financial  year, 
authorising  the  Colonial  Treasurer  *  to  issue 
and  pay  moneys  during  such  two  months,  but 
no  wnqer^  subject  to  certain  conditions.  The 
offect  of  the  present  requisition,  No.  88,  is  to 
draw  out  on  the  81st  May,  the  last  day  on 
which  I  can,  consistently  with  the  law,  issue 
«iiy  money  till  Parliament  meets,  the  sum  of 
£192,000  from  .the  Public  Account,  and  place 
it  as  an  imprest  in  the  hands  of  the  Paymaster- 
-General,  so  as  to  cany  on  the  expenditure  until 
the  meeting  of  Parliament. 

**  If  such  a  step  can  be  taken  in  an  emer- 
|{enoy  arising  from  the  Parliament  not  being 
oallea  together  within  the  time  for  which  sup- 
plies are  provided,  I  cannot  but  point  out  that 
4he  same  course  might  be  adopted  by  the  Gk>- 
▼emment  at  any  time  and  for  any  purpose, 
and  the  whole  expenditure  of  public  moneys  be 
ohaiiged  from  that  of  di/nci  payment  to  one  of 
Mmprui  payment,  and  from  one  of  pre-audit  to 
the  old  system  of  audit  after  payment,  a  system 
which  it  was  the  whole  object  of  the  Revenues 
Act  to  abolish.  It  is  true  the  law  ^uts  no 
specific  limit  to  the  issue  of  imprests ;  but  they 
have  hitherto  been  treated  as  exceptional,  and 
used  where  direct  payment  could  not  be  made 
without  inconvenience  to  the  service.    But  the 


Audit  Office  has  always  felt  it  its  duty  to  re- 
monstrate against  tiie  issue  of  moneys  on  im- 
prest for  payments  which  might  have  been 
made  directly  from  the  Treasury.  I  therefore 
feel  that  the  issue  of  this  money,  which  I  have 
no  power  to  refuse,  discloses  a  mode  in  which 
the  clear  intention  of  Parliament  is  being,  aud 
may  be  at  any  time,  evaded,  and  moneys  ex- 
pended in  a  manner  which  the  Audit  Office 
must  have  declined  to  sanction  had  the  claim 
been  presented  to  it  before  the  expenditure  took 
place. 

**  As  the  point  is  one  seriously  affecting  the 
manner  in  which  the  duties  of  the  Controller 
and  Auditor-General  are  to  be  fulfilled,  I  have 
the  honour  respectfully  to  request  that  this 
memorandum,  together  vrith  the  requisition  to 
which  it  relates,  may  be  laid  before  Parliament 
as  soon  as  it  meets. 

"Jamxs  Edwabo  FrrzGBKALD, 
"  Controller  and  Auditor-GeneraL 

"31st  May,  1882. 

"P.S.— I  should  also  point  out  that,  when 
the  Paymaster  submits  his  vouchers  for  credit, 
and  it  appears  by  the  receipts  that  payments 
have  been  made  before  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment, it  inay  be  the  duty  of  the  Audit  Office 
to  refuse  to  recognise  such  payments,  or  to  re- 
lieve the  Paymaster-General,  without  the  ex- 
press sanction  of  Parliament,  on  the  ground 
that  the  law  expressly  forbids,  not  only  the 
fssiM,  but  also  the  faymwd^  of  moneys  after 
the  31st  May. 

"J.  B.  FitzGbbaIiD.*' 

The  question  was  referred  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  during  that  session,  and 
as  the  result  of  the  investigation  that  Commit- 
tee reported  as  follows : — 

"  1.  That  they  have  examined  the  Controller 
and  Auditor-General,  whose  evidence  is  at- 
tached. The  Conmiittee  regret  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  late  period  at  which  the  investi- 
gation was  begun,  and  of  the  other  duties 
devolving  upon  them,  they  have  been  unable  to 
give  the  sq)i)ject  full  consideration. 

«(  2.  The  9th  section  of  the  Act  of  1882  nnv 
vides  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  may,  unol  a 
new  Appropriation  Act  is  passed,  *  issue  and 
pay '  moneys  during  two  months  after  the 
Appropriation  Act  of  the  previous  year  has 
expired.  The  Appropriation  Act  of  1882-83 
expired  on  the  31st  March,  1883.  On  the 
81st  May  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General 
issued  £192,150  to  the  Paymaster-General 
imder  protest.  He  was  aware  that  it  could 
not  be  required  for  the  past  month's  services, 
but  considered  that  he  had  no  legal  power  to 
refuse.  The  money  then  became  an  Imprest 
in  the  hands  of  the  Paymaster-General,  and 
was  used  by  him  to  make  payments  till  Parlia- 
ment (which  met  on  the  14th  June)  had  granted 
a  new  supply. 

'*  3.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that,  to 
remove  doubts,  an  amendment  of  *  The  Pnblio 
Revenues  Act,  1882,'  prohlbitmg  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  '  or  any  imprestee  '  from  paying 
public  money  after  the  SOth  June,  would  meet 
the 
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Snbflequenay  **  The  Pablto  lUvenaes  Act, 
1882,"  was  amended,  by  the  insertion  of 
olaose  4  in  the  Aot  of  1883,  namely, — 

'<  Notwithstanding  anything  to  the  contrary 
contained  or  implied  in  *  The  Pablic  Revenues 
Aot,  1882,'  or  in  this  Act,  it  shall  not  be  law- 
fol  for  the  Colonial  Treasarer,  or  any  imprestee 
In  tiie  oolony,  to  issue  or  pay  any  monevs  after 
the  expiration  of  the  said  period  of  three 
months,  except  moneys  permanently  appro- 
priated by  any  Aot  of  the  General  Assembly, 
or  upon  a  resolution  as  provided  in  subsec- 
tion (6)  of  section  nine  of  '  The  Publio  Revenues 
Act,  1882.' " 

.  Q^  That,  therefore,  was  the  law  under 
*  which  the  public  business  was  carried 
on  until  they  passed  the  amending  Act  of  1891. 
When  they  passed  these  amending  Acts  they 
put  the  law  back  exactly  in  the  same  position 
as  it  was  before  the  Act  was  passed  in  1888, 
and  the  law  stands  now  exactly  in  the  same 
position  as  it  was  when  Mr.  FitzGerald,  the 
late  Controller  and  Auditor-Qeneral,  stated 
distinctly  that  he  had  no  power  to  refuse  to 
give  his  certificate;  and  he  might  say  that 
they  were  surprised  to  find,  after  this  lapse  of 
vears,  and  with  the  practice  such  as  it  bad 
been,  that  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General 
should,  at  the  end  of  June  last,  when  this 
requisition  was  sent  in,  endeavour  to  go  back  to 
an  Act  which  had  been  repealed,  and  which 
had  in  practice  been  found  unworkable.  The 
result  was,  as  members  were  aware,  that  under 
"  The  PnbUc  Revenues  Act,  1891,"  they  had  to 
ask  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor-General ;  and, 
on  his  giving  the  opinion  that  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  law  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General  was  incorrect,  they,  under  the  powers 
conferred  by  section  53  of  "  The  Public  Revenues 
Act,  1891,"  had  the  dispute  determined  by  the 
Governor  in  Council.  The  requisition  was,  as 
honourable  members  would  see  by  the  parlia- 
mentary paper,  for  £82,444  12s.  3d.  Now,  he 
wished  to  remove  the  general  impression 
that  had  gained  ground  that  this  amount 
was  for  services  rendered  after  ^e  30th  of 
June.  It  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  should 
lay  that  of  the  total  amount  there  would  not 
be  £10,000  that  would  be  for  any  services  after 
the  30th  June,  and  then  only  for  services  which 
had  been  authorised,  and  for  which  there  had 
been  an  appropriation  of  Parliament.  But  the 
general  impression  of  members,  he  knew,  was 
that  they  were  putting  the  total  amount  ahead 
of  and  beyond  the  appropriations,  and  using 
the  imprest  system  to  really  set  aside  the  law. 
It  was  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  this  was  the 
phase  of  the  question :  The  voucher  was  approved 
by  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General,  and  the 
requisition  was  then  forwarded  to  him.  If  the 
Controller  and  Auditor- General  had  refused 
to  approve  the  voucher,  then  the  Treasury 
might,  under  such  circumstances,  have  said 
the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  had  treated 
them  with  that  consideration  they  were  entitled 
to.  But  first  of  ail  he  agreed  to  the  voucher, 
and  then  at  the  final  stage,  ~  if  they  looked 
at  the  dates  when  they  had  this  stuck  up  it 
was  just  on  the  verge  of  the  30tb,  so  close 
Mr.Seddon 


that  it  was  on  the  vezy  last  day  of  the  month 
that  the  Order  in  Council  was  obtained;  it  was 
on  the  30th  day  of  June  that  the  Order  in 
Council  was  issued.  He  might  say,  therefore, 
that  in  this  respect  thev  had  very  good  ground 
for  complaint.  Now  he  oame  to  the  point 
which  would  be  contended — ^namely,  that  it 
was  the  law  that  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General  could  decline  to  pass  any  issue  or 
credit  requisition.  That  meant  a  total  stoppage 
of  payments  after  the  80th  June ;  and,  if  that 
contention  was  to  hold  good  for  a  moment, 
that  meant  that  all  imprest-moneys  mast  be 
paid  back  to  the  Treasury  as  upon  the  30th,  or 
that  Any  authorities  issued  for  services  per- 
formed, notwithstanding  the  money  was  there 
in  the  hands  of  the  imprestees,  and  though  the 
service  was  performed  before  the  30th  June, 
the  imprestee  could  not  pay  the  money.  He 
ventured  to  say  such  a  contention  as  that,  even 
if  the  law  supported  it,  would  be  absolutely 
unworkable  and  impracUcable.  Then,  take  an 
officer  in  charge  of  a  survey  party,  miles  away 
from  a  bank,  and  in  the  bush,  and  accouots  for 
goods  supplied  to  his  part^  before  the  SOth  of 
June:  he  might  have  issued  his  cheques; 
his  cheques  would  not  come  in  before  the  30th, 
and  if  they  oame  in  after  the  30th,  according 
to  what  was  contended,  it  would  mean  they 
must  be  dishonoured.  The  Goverimient  simply 
said  no  Legislature  ever  intended  that  for  a 
moment,  and  that  the  law  did  not  bear  it  out 
for  a  moment.  But  such  was  the  position. 
Now,  it  was  quite  clear  that  the  Legislators 
contemplated  that  difficulties  would  arise  as  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  law,  and  that  should 
such  a  difficulty  arise  it  should  be  left  to  the 
Attorney- General.  But,  the  Attorney-General 
giving  his  opinion  that  the  contention  of  the 
Controller  and  Auditor-General  was  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  law,  the  matter  in  dispute  was 
to  be  determined  by  the  Governor  in  Council, 
and  upon  the  Order  in  Council  the  Controller 
and  Auditor- General  was  to  aot,  and  the 
requisition  to  be  passed.    That  was  olearly  the 

Ssition.     Now,  upon  this  difficulty  arising, 
r.  Reid,  the  Solicitor-General,  was  asked  to 
advise,  and  he  said, — 

**I  have  carefully  considered  the  points 
arising  out  of  the  papers  submitted  to  mo. 
The  question  turns  on  tne  true  oonstmotion  of 
section  8  of  *  The  Publio  Revenues  Acts  Amend- 
ment Act,  1896.'  It  appears  to  me  that  that 
section,  which  re-enacts,  and,  as  far  as  affects 
the  present  matter,  without  any  alteration. 
section  39  of  the  Act  of  1891,  should  be  read 
with  sections  44  to  46  of  the  latter  Aot.  The 
purpose  and  effect  of  section  3  are  merely  to  ex- 
tend until  SOth  June  the-  power  whioh,  apart 
from  that  section,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  could 
not  exercise  after  31st  March.  What  are  those 
powers?  Among  others,  to  authorise,  under 
section  45,  a  requisition  to  be  sent  to  the  Audit 
Office  in  the  form  as  set  out  in  the  Fourth 
Schedule.  The  requisition  is  signed  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  and  requires  the  speoified 
sums  to  be  *  issued  and  paid  out  of  the  Pnblia 
Account.'  Section  3  empowers  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  *  issue  and  pay  moneys '  during  tha 
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three  months— «.«.,  issue  and  pay  oat  of  the 
Public  Aoooont — ».«.,  require  the  sum  to  be 
issued  and  paid  out  of  the  Public  Account — 
{.«.,  make  requisition  to  the  Audit  Office  under 
section  45.  As  soon  as  the  Audit  Office  issues 
the  order  to  the  bank  under  section  46,  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  signs  it,  his  functions  cease. 
To  hold- that  section  8  prohibits  an  imprestee 
from  paying  after  80th  June  moneys  which 
have  been  issued  to  him  out  of  the  Public 
Account  prior  to  that  date  would  involve  conse- 
quences that  are  both  inconvenient  and  absurd. 
Thus,  it  would  prohibit  the  Treasury  Cashier,  or 
any  other  imprestee,  from  delivering  his  cheque 
on  the  Ist  July,  although  it  may  have  been 
lying  in  his  cash- box  for  weeks  before,  merely 
waiting  for  the  payee  to  call  for  it.  The  doctrine 
of  principal  and  agent  does  not,  in  my  opinion, 
apply  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  im- 
prestee. The  latter  is  not  the  servant  or  agent 
of  Uie  former.  Both  are  servants  of  the  Crown, 
and,  though  the  imprestee  is  in  certain  respects 
under  the  directions  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
yet  the  functions  of  both  in  respect  of  public 
moneys  are  defined  by  statute  and  the  regula- 
tions thereunder,  and  the  imprestee  is  account- 
able to  the  Audit  Office.  I  am  therefore  of 
opinion  that,  if  before  the  dose  of  80th  June 
sections  44  and  45  are  duly  complied  with  by 
the  Treasury,  section  46  is  mandatory,  and 
requires  the  Audit  Office  to  forthwith  issue 
the  order  on  the  bank,  if  satisfied  on  the  points 
mentioned  in  that  section. 

*<  It  also  appears  to  me  that  in  satisfying  it- 
self whether  '  the  issue  is  within  the  amount 
authorised  by  Parliament'  the  Audit  Office  is 
not  coDoerned  with  anything  except  the  ques- 
tion of  figures — ^viz.,  whether  the  proposed  issue 
would  exceed  the  amount  authorised  by  Parlia- 
ment. The  question  whether  the  services  to 
which  the  requisition  relates  are  prior  or  subse- 
quent to  the  30th  June  is  immaterial.  Section  3 
of  the  Act  of  1896  contains  no  8uoh  limitation, 
but  refers  generally  to  the  services  for  the  year, 
and  merely  provides  that  *no  payment  shall 
be  made  for  any  services  other  than  those  for 
which  provision  was  made  in  the  respective 
Appropriation  Acts  and  estimates  of  the  pre- 
ewling  year  or  in  excess  of  the  scale  therein  set 
forth.*  "W.  S.  Rbid. 

•*  Crown  Law  Offices,  80th  June,  1898." 
How,  he  wanted  to  bring  the  matter  to 
honourable  members.  So  far  as  he  could 
understand  the  position,  if  this  requisition 
had  gone  in  on  the  81st  May  the  Audit  Depart- 
ment would  not  have  raised  the  slightest  ques- 
tion. They  would  have  said,  **0h,  all  right; 
this  means  this  will  not  cover  beyond  the  dOth 
June,  or  as  the  case  may  be  " ;  and  in  that  case 
they  would  not  have  raised  the  question  at  all. 
He  simply  said  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
Controller  and  Auditor- General  to  say  to  the 
cashier,  when  he  sent  moneys  to  the  imprestees, 
when  those  imprestees  should  pay  out  these 
moneys.  They  went  from  the  Auditor*s  control, 
and  the  imprestee  had  to  account  for  the  money, 
and  that  was  where  the  safeguard  of  the 
audit  came  in ;  but  to  say  the  Controller  and 
Auditor-General  was  to  intercept  these  moneys. 


and  say,  '*  Oh,  you  cannot  do  that  except  within 
a  certain  date,  because  I  am  of  opinion  that 
you  cannot  do  it,  and  I  will  stop  you  getting 
the  money" — that  i^as  no  business  whatever 
of  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General.  He 
held— and  he  thought  a  great  many  more  did 
also— that  James  Bdward  FitzGerald,  the  late 
Controller  and  Auditor-General,  passed  an  im- 
prest account  for  £192,000  for  the  late  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  in  1888  under  exactly  similar 
circumstances,  and  with  the  same  law  in  ex- 
istence; and  for  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
Gheneral  now  to  stop  their  imprest  on  the  80th 
June,  as  was  attempted  in  this  case,  without 
any  good  grounds  for  it,  and  outside  the  law, 
and  which  would  have  caused  great  incon- 
venience— to  say  nothing  more  serious — it 
was  a  most  serious  step  to  have  taken.  It 
was  not  for  him  to  say  whether  the  law  vvas 
a  wise  one  or  not.  The  question  was,  what  was 
the  law?  He  said  the  interpretation  of  the 
Crown  Law  Officers  of  the  law  was  superior 
to  that  of  the  Controller  and  Auditor- General, 
and,  having  given  that  opinion  from  the 
facts  of  the  case,  nothing  whatever  having 
been  held  back  from  the  Crown  Law  Officer, 
then,  he  said,  there  was  no  alternative  but 
for  the  Government  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  have  the  matter  in  dispute  decided  by 
the  Governor  in  Council,  and  thereby  pay  ac- 
counts for  the  services  rendered — and,  mind 
you,  the  great  bulk  for  services  rendered  before 
the  80th  June.  Take  the  railways,  for  in- 
stance. There  could  have  been  no  payment 
in  connection  with  the  railways.  There  were 
cases  where  the  cheques  were  actually  issued, 
on  the  presumption,  of  course,  that  payments 
would  be  made  as  usual.  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  prompt  action  taken  the  cheques  would 
have  been  dishonoured.  He  simply  said  that 
nothing  had  occurred  since  he  had  been 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  would  approach  what 
might  have  happened  in  this  colony  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  step  they  took.  It  might  be 
said,  "  Oh,  you  obtained  an  Imprest  Supply 
Bill."  He  did ;  and  he  might  state  that  the 
Opposition  acted  on  that  occasion  in  a  very 
generous  and  constitutional  manner,  because 
a  no-confidence  motion  was  intercepted  solely 
that  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill  might  pass 
through ;  and,  as  he  sadd,  had  it  not  been  for 
that  and  the  Order  in  Council  the  colony 
would,  in  respect  to  the  payment  for  services 
rendered,  and  with  any  amount  of  ways  and 
means  at  command,  have  been  placed  in  a  most 
serious  position.  Well,  then,  they  were  told, 
**  Oh,  the  full  facts  of  the  case  were  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  Law  Offioers."  What  was  the 
position  as  given  to  the  Law  Offioers  ?  In  order 
that  he  might  completely  set  that  contention 
aside  he  was  moving  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  fully  demonstrated,  on  reference  to 
that  Committee,  that,  so  far  as  the  Government 
were  concerned,  and  so  far  as  the  Treasury 
were  concerned,  they  were  entirely  within  the 
law  and  blameless  in  the  matter ;  and  it  was 
none  of  their  seeking.  He  did  not  wish  to  com- 
plain, but   there  were  good   grounds.     Talk 
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abont  **  red  tape,"  why,  he  oould  give  mem- 
bers a  pile  of  papers  an  inch  thick  respecting 
the  history  of  a  penny  receipt  stamp,  which 
had  gone  to  severai  depe^tments,  and  had 
been  badgered  about  from  depe^tment  to 
department  for  months,  all  because  the  payee 
— a  Government  officer — paid  some  £2  15s.  to 
a  mail-carrier  without  getting  the  receipt. 
Subsequently  a  stamped  receipt  was  obtained 
after  the  date  of  the  pavment — an  incident 
which  often  occurred  in  business.  Well,  be- 
cause of  that  fact,  because  it  was  given  and 
bore  the  back  date  on  which  the  payment  was 
made  by  the  officer,  it  took  ahout  twelve 
months  to  adjust  the  matter,  and  there  was  a 
file  of  papers  an  inch  think  respecting  it ;  and 
it  was  not  settled  until 'ultimately  the  officer 
was  asked  to  pay  the  money  into  the  Treasury, 
notwithstanding  that  he  had  actually  paid  the 
money  to  Mr.  Otilg  and  sent  in  Mr.  Oraig's 
receipt.  Yet  he  was  called  upon  by  the  Audit 
Depeurtment  to  make  good  the  money.  This 
thioff  was  going  on  and  on  until  he  often 
wondered  why  there  was  so  much  *'  red  tape," 
and  until  be  felt  very  much  inclined  to  use  the 
scissors.  Sometimes  it  meant  that  friction 
was  caused,  and  the  settlement  of  the  imprest 
aocount  kept  back  owing  to  this  "  red  tape," 
without  the  slightest  possible  good  being  likely 
to  arise  thereftom,  because  there  was  no 
wrong  to  the  public  service  and  no  intentional 
violation  of  the  law.  It  was  "  red  tape " 
from  beginning  to  end ;  and  he  sometimes 
wondered,  when  he  saw  the  files  of  papers  and 
the  time  that  was  wasted  on  these  trivial 
matters — because  he  looked  upon  it  as  an 
absolute  waste  of  time  and  energy — why  on 
earth  good,  sound,  common-sense  was  not 
brought  to  bear  ?  And  what  was  the  solution 
of  all  this?  This  officer  had  to  get  another 
receipt  from  the  coach-proprietor,  and  that 
receipt  was  given  as  from  the  9th  June,  1897, 
with  the  stamp  of  the  7th  June,  1898,  can- 
celled,  and  after  a  year  the  whole  thing  ended. 
It  appeared  to  him,  when  he  came  to  sum  the 
matter  up,  that  if  they  had  the  good,  sound, 
common-sense  that  was  exhibited  by  James 
Edward  FitzGerald,  who  said  in  1883,  **  I  be- 
lieve it  is  strainiug  the  law,  but  in  the  interest 
of  the  service  I  do  not  see  that  I  can  possibly 
refuse  to  pass  the  requisition  "—he  thought, 
himself,  if  that  had  been  done  it  would  have 
saved  all  this  trouble.  However,  he  thought 
it  would  be  proved  and  dearly  demonstrated 
that  the  law  of  1882,  under  which  the  requisi- 
tion was  approved  in  1883,  was  the  same  as  the 
law  stood  in  1898,  and  it  was  under  that  that 
the  requisition  was  approved  by  the  late  Con- 
troller and  Auditor-General.  And  the  Act  of 
1883,  which  was  passed  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  to  meet  the 
case  raised  by  Mr«  FitzGerald,  was  repealed  by 
the  Act  of  1891 ;  and,  that  being  the  case,  he 
said,  the  Solicitor-General  having  given  his 
opinion,  the  Government  were  right  in  taking 
the  course  they.  did.  As  to  the  wishes  of  Par- 
liament in  respect  to  this  matter,  or  the  inten- 
tions, so  far  as  the  law  was  concerned,  it  might 
have  been  intended  to  keep  within  limits  the 
Mr.8$dcUm 


payments  up  to  the  appropriations,  and  not 
beyond  the  appropriations,  or  otherwise  it  might 
be  said,  **  You  will  never  be  forced  to  call  Par- 
liament together."  But  at  the  same  time  it  was 
never  intended  by  the  Legislature  that  pay- 
ments which  ought  to  be  made  to  keep  good 
our  credit  should  be  held  over,  and  that  there 
should  be  no  means  of  payment.  His  conten- 
tion was  that  the  imprestee,  so  long  as  the 
money  reached  him  before  the  time,  was  the 
person  who  had  received  the  money  and  been 
paid  within  the  time  for  which  the  appropriaUon 
stood  good.  That  was  his  oontention,  and  he 
was  satisfied  to  leave  the  matter  now,  and  have 
it  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (Ellesmere)  seconded 
the  motion.  He  would  say,  to  begin  with,  he 
hardly  thought,  if  this  question  was  going  to  be 
referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  it 
should  first  be  prejudged  by  a  long  speech  on 
the  subject  by  the  Premier.  It  should  either 
have  been  referred  without  saying  anything 
about  it,  or  they  should  all  have  had  a  discus- 
sion on  the  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  gave  us  your  opinion 
about  it  the  other  day. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said,  Yes,  he  gave  his 
opinion ;  and  the  Premier  had  then  had  an 
opportunity  of  giving  his  opinion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  then.  You  spoke  after 
I  did. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said,  Well,  the  ex- 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  an  opportunity  of 
giving  his  view  on  the  matter,  and  did  so ;  and 
he  was  glad  to  say  that  he  (Mr.  Montgomery) 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  his  opinion 
then,  and  he  would  give  his  opinion  again. 
Incidentally  he  just  wished  to  touch  on  one  or 
two  facts  stated  by  the  Premier :  Firstly,  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  it  was  perfectly 
absurd  to  say  that  the  great  bulk  of  this  money 
was  to  be  used  after  the  30th  June— that  as  a 
matter  of  fact  only  a  sum  of  £10,000  was  to  be 
used  after  the  SOth  June.  Well,  he  did  not 
know  who  was  correct — he  could  not  say,  of 
course— but  they  had  there  a  letter  from  J.  B. 
Heywood,  of  the  28th  June,  1898,  which  was 
written  to  the  Controller  and  Auditor- General, 
in  which  he  said,  '*  I  should  say  that  the  bulk 
of  the  money  was  not  to  be  used  till  after  the 
SOth  instant."  There  was  £82,444  in  the  re- 
quisition, and  the  bulk  of  it  was  not  to  be  osed 
till  after  the  30th  June. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  seem  to  confuse  ser- 
vices rendered  before  the  80th  June  and  ser- 
vices rendered  afterwards. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said.  No;  he  did  not 
refer  to  services,  but  to  payments.  What  the 
Premier  stated  was  that  only  £10,000  was  to  be 
used  after  the  SOth  June. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  beg  your  pardon. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  have  another  opportunity  of 
making  an  exolanation.  He  had  taken  the 
words  down  at  the  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  wished  to  correct  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  once.  He  (Mr.  Seddon) 
said  that  over  £70,000  was  for  the  payment  oC 
services  rendered  before  the  SOth  June. 
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Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  would  take 
that  point  also—  that  the  servioes  were  before 
the  dOth  June,  except  £10.000.  Take  this 
£10,000  question  first :  Were  they  to  be  told  that 
t^ere  were  services  aEter  the  80th  June  which 
were  to  be  paid  after  the  end  of  the  financial  year 
and  the  extended  three  months  ?  Under  what 
authority?  Was  there  any  authority  what- 
ever? He  would  read  what  Mr.  FitzGerald 
said  in  1883,  and  Mr.  FitzGerald  had  been 
described  as  a  man  of  sound  common- sense  by 
the  Premier. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — And  so  he  was. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said, «« And  so  he  was  " 
— he  was  quite  willing  to  admit  so.  This  was 
what  Mr.  FitzGerald  said :  "  The  words  *  issue ' 
and  'pay'  used  in  the  9th  section  of  *The 
Public  Revenues  Act,  1882,'  mean  different 
things,  and  therefore  public  money  can  be 
lawfully  neither  issued  nor  paid  after  the  Slst 
day  of  May."  That  was  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  with  the  sound  common-sense ;  so 
that,  as  far  as  the  law  as  to  payments  after  the 
80th  June  was  concerned,  Mr.  FitzGerald  was 
against  the  Treasurer's  oontention. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  passed  the  requisition. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  passed  the 
requisition  because  he  held  that  he  had  not 
to  mquire  what  would  be  done  with  the  money, 
but  at  the  same  time  he  laid  it  down  very  dis- 
tinctly that  it  was  illegal  to  make  any  pay- 
ments after  the  31st  of  May— the  end  of  the 
financial  year  at  that  date.  Then,  in  question 
No.  89,  appeared  the  following  : — 

'*  You  have  also  said,  in  your  memorandum, 
that  payments  after  the  Slst  May,  by  your 
reading  of  the  Act,  are  clearly  and  distinctly 
illegal?  Mr.  FitzGerald:  That  is  my  view. 
The  illegality,  I  think,  is  always  covered  by 
the  resolution  subsequently  passed  by  Parlia- 
ment." 

And  then,  again,  Mr.  FitzGerald  said,— 

'*  My  object  was  to  point  out  to  the  Govern- 
ment, on  returning  the  requisition  signed,  that 
the  issue  of  the  money  was  an  evasion  of  the 
law,  because,  whilst  it  was  technically  within 
the  law,  it  was  intended  to  make  use  of  it  for 
purposes  forbidden  by  law." 

So  that,  as  far  as  Mr.  FitzGerald  was  con- 
cerned, that  gentleman  distinctly  laid  it  down 
in  half  a  dozen  places  In  his  evidence  that  it 
was  illegal  to  make  any  payments  after  the  end 
of  the  extended  financial  year  at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  did  the  Law  Officers 
say  then  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  was  statins 
what  Mr.  FitzGerald  said  at  the  time.  He  had 
not  got  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers,  but  the 
Premier  would  be- able  to  quote  it.  He  was 
giving  the  House  the  opinion  of  a  man  of 
sound  common-sense,  Mr.  FitzGerald,  and  he 
had  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that 
that  opinion  was  right,  and  that  was  the  view 
of  the  present  Auditor-General.  When  he  was 
asked  how  to  amend  the  law  so  as  to  make  it 
illegal  to  make  payments  after  the  30th  June 
he  said  no  amendments  were  necessary,  that 
the  law  was  perfectly  clear  that  no  payments 
could  be  made  after  the  end  of  the  extended 


financial  year.  He  (Mr.  Montgomery)  did  not 
propose  to  go  very  much  into  this  question 
then.  They  would  have  an  opportunity  of  dis* 
cussing  it  on  the  Public  Accounts  Oommittee ; 
but  he  did  say  this :  It  was  a  very  serious  posi- 
tion that  this  should  have  been  attempted,  that 
when  attempted  in  1892  it  was  not  approved 
of,  that  the  Committee  recommended  tnat  the 
Act  be  so  altered  as  to  stop  it,  that  the  Auditor- 
General  said  it  was  illegal  to  make  payments 
after  the  extended  financiid  year;  and  that 
now,  in  spite  of  that — in  spite  of  the  declared 
opinion  o!  Mr.  FitzGerald  that  it  was  an  eva- 
sion of  the  law — they  had  the  Government 
again  trying  the  same  old  plan  and  the  same 
old  evasion.  Happily  this  time  the  Auditor 
had  taken  a  different  view.  The  Auditor  had 
taken  a  view  which,  he  (Mr.  Montgomery)  be- 
lieved, was  in  accordance  with  constitutional 
practice,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Committee, 
when  it  had  gone  thoroughly  into  it,  would 
take  the  same  view  as  the  Committee  did  last 
time,  and  say  that  the  Act  should  be  so 
amended  that  it  would  be  absolutely  impos- 
sible for  any  lawyer — Crown  or  other  lawyer — 
to  declare  that  payments  could  be  made  after 
the  80th  June.  Now,  take  the  case  mentioned 
by  the  Premier,  of  imprestees  having  certain 
moneys  in  their  hands  and  not  able  to  pay  them 
out  after  the  30th  June.  The  whole  point  was 
this :  Why  not  call  Parliament  together  earlier 
and  let  Parliament  pass  an  Act  ?  Why,  they 
were  called  together  this  time  on  the  24th 
June,  and  yet  an  Act  was  not  passed.  It  was 
with  the  object  of  having  Parliament  called 
together  at  a  certain  time — it  was  with  the 
intention  of  preventing  any  Government  from 
evading  this  calling  together  that  the  law  was 
passed  ;  and  to  so  make  payments  for  servioes 
actually  incurred  after  the  80th  June  was  to 
say  that  they  were  placing  the  power  of  calling 
Parliament  or  not  calling  Parliament  abso- 
lutely at  the  mercy  of  the  Ministry  of  the  day. 
He  hoped  when  this  case  came  before  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  they  would,  in 
their  report,  support  the  Auditor-General  in 
his  contention,  and  that  they  would  recom- 
mend that  any  evasion  of  the  law  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  past  should  be  absolutely 
prevented  in  the  future. 

gQ  Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  (Minister  of 
Lands)  thought  it  would  be  much 
better  if  members  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  who  would  have  this  matter  before 
them,  would  not  express  an  opinion  on  the 
subject  till  they  heard  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  that  was  to  be  placed  before  them. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Who  started  it?— 
the  Premier. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Premier  was  in 
a  very  different  position.  He  had  to  introduce 
the  motion  and  to  show  reasons  for  it,  to  show 
cause  to  the  House  why  they  should  asree  to 
the  subject  being  referred  to  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee.  That  was  an  altogethev 
different  thing  from  an  expression  of  opinion 
by  one  of  the  jury  who  was  to  try  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  on  the  Committee  when 
it  got  there.    He  was  very*  much  astonUhed 
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that  the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere, 
who  prided  himself  on  his  fairness,  should 
80  far  forget  himself,  if  he  might  be  allowed 
the  expressioQ,  as  to  prejudge  the  case  as  he 
had  done  upon  the  present  oooasion.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  this  law  was 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  Go> 
vernment  from  expending  monev  without  (he 
authority  of  Parliament ;  but  the  very  same 
law  that  provided  this,  provided  also  the  ways 
and  means  by  whioh  a  Government  that  was 
confronted  by  an  Auditor  who  declined  to  do  his 
duty  could  get  over  it,  and  that  was  exactly  the 
position  on  the  present  occasion.  He  desired 
to  say  that  many  reasons  might  exist  in  a 
colony  that  might  prevent  Parliament  being 
called  together  on  an  exact  date. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Give  the  reasons. 

Mr.  J.  McKEKZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  must  know  that  any  number  of  things 
might  arise  that  would  jprevent  a  Government 
from  being  able  to  get  Parliament  together  at 
an  exact  time,  and,  consequently,  what  was 
required  was  that  a  little  common  -  sense 
should  be  allowed  to  rule  the  gentleman  who 
had  charge  of  the  Audit  Department.  He  was 
not  going  to  refer  further  to  the  matter,  as  he 
had  simply  got  up  to  say  that  he  was  very 
much  struck  by  the  fact  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  had  prejudged  the  case 
before  it  had  been  placed  before  him  on  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee.  He  hoped  this 
was  not  an  indication  of  the  amount  of  stone- 
walling the  matter  would  get  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  when  it  got  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (PahnerstonJ  said  they  had 
heard  just  now  from  the  Minister  of  Lands 
that  occasions  might  arise  when  it  would  be 
mpossible  to  call  the  Parliament  together  and 
thus  enable  Government  to  obtain  an  Imprest 
Supply  Bill ;  but  the  Minister  forgot  that  the 
question  referred  to  occurred  four  days  after 
Parliament  had  been  called  together,  and  that 
therefore  the  position  was  quite  different. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  made  that 
remark  in  reply  to  the  statement  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  that  Parliament 
should  be  called  together  earlier. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  that  was  not  so.  The 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  had  pointed 
out  that  the  object  of  the  law  was  to  compel  any 
Government  in  power  to  call  Parliament  to- 
gether before  the  end  of  June,  so  that  Parlia- 
ment should  grant  supplies,  and  not  to  enable 
the  Government  to  defy  Parliament  and  to  put 
off  the  session  till  any  time  they  chose.  Ue 
was  astonished  at  the  OolonicJ  Treasurer  get- 
ting up  in  the  House  and  referring  to  corre- 
spondence which  had  apparently  taken  place 
bietween  himself  and  the  Auditor-General.  The 
letters  had  not  been  published ;  they  had  not 
been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House ;  and 
the  Premier  was  therefore  able  to  put  any 
complexion  on  the  correspondence  he  pleased. 
He  thought  if  the  Auditor-General  did  his  duty 
he  would  lay  that  correspondence  before  Par- 
liament,  and  then  probaoly  the  House  would 
bo  able  to  say  whether  the  *'  red  tape  '*  com- 
Mr.  J.  MtKmaU 


plained  of  was  justified  or  not.  But,  taking 
the  Premier's  statement  of  the  case,  it  ap- 
peared that  a  public  officer  had  made  a  pay- 
ment to  a  person  without  taking  a  receipt, 
and  did  not  obtain  one  till  three  days  after- 
wards. Did  the  Colonial  Treasurer — the  man 
who  was  supposed  to  be  the  guardian  of  the 
finances  of  the  colony— urge  that  it  was  a  legal 
act  for  any  public  officer  to  make  a  payment 
and  not  to  get  a  receipt  for  three  days  after- 
wards? Was  that  the  sort  of  thing  he  was 
goiug  to  allow  in  carrying  on  the  public  service. 
If  that  were  so,  would  he  say  for  how  long  a 
payment  could  be  made  before  a  receipt  was 
obtained  for  it  ?  If  it  could  be  done  for  three 
days,  a  public  officer  would  be  justified  in  wait- 
ing for  three  months  before  he  got  a  receipt. 
He  thought  an  Auditor-General  who  passed  a 
payment  like  that — a  payment  that  was  made 
without  a  receipt  having  been  given  for  it  at 
the  time  the  payment  was  made — would  not 
be  doing  his  duty  to  the  colony ;  and  the  Pre- 
mier might  call  it  red  tape  or  blue  tape  as  he 
liked. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb.— A  receipt  was  given,  but 
it  was  unstamped. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  the  Premier  had  told  them 
the  receipt  was  not  dated  till  three  days  after 
payment. 

An  Hon.  Meicbbb.— Stamped. 

Mr.  PIBANI.— Well,  then,  according  to  the 
Premier,  what  was  first  given  was  an  un- 
stamped receipt.  What  was  the  effect  of  giving 
an  unstamped  receipt  7  Was  it  not  a  breach 
of  the  law,  and  was  there  not  a  penalty  of  £10 
for  giving  an  unstamped  receipt  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — He  dia  not  give  an  un- 
Btamped  receipt. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  the  Premier  or  Minister  of 
Lands  now  interjected  that  first  an  unstamped 
receipt  was  given,  and  a  stamped  receipt  three 
days  afterwards.  A  man  in  Ghristchuroh  was 
fined  £130  a  few  years  ago  forgiving  unstamped 
receipts,  and  yet  the  Government  said  the 
Auditor-General  was  wrong  in  compelling  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  when  an  unstamped 
receipt  was  given,  although  he  was  the  guardian 
of  the  public  purse.  For  the  second  time  the 
Premier  quoted  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor- 
Gtoneral.  It  had  been  quoted  fully  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Gaversham  the  other 
day,  who  read  it  in  the  House  and  had  it  em- 
balmed  in  Haniord^  and  yet  the  Premier  went 
through  the  process  again.  Now,  the  Solicitor- 
General,  in  that  opiidon,  said  that  the  action 
of  the  Auditor-General  would  be  "inconvenient 
and  absurd."  Now,  it  was  inconvenient  to  hang 
a  man — to  the  subject  operated  on — and  to  some 
it  was  absurd,  but  that  did  not  make  it  illegal, 
and  that  was  the  whole  point.  The  whole  ques- 
tion tamed  upon  the  legality  of  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  obtaining  advances  for 
the  purpose  of  expenditure  after  the  legal  time 
had  expired.  Then,  the  Premier  had  given 
them  his  opinion  as  to  what  an  "  impreaiee  '* 
was.  Coming  from  a  man  who  was  Colonial 
Treasurer  he  thought  that  opinion  deserved 
some  attention.  The  Premier's  opinion  of  an 
imprestee  was  that  directly  he  got  money  into 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.] 


Audit  Office 


FHOUSB.] 


and  Treasury. 


409 


liiB  hands  from  the  Treaanty  it  was  a  payment 
out  of  the  Publio  Acoount,  and  he  might  be 
regarded  comparatively  as  the  owner  of  the 
money.  Now,  how  did  the  Aot  itself  define 
an  imprestee  7  The  interpretation  of  "  impres- 
tee "  was  "  any  person  in  whose  hands  any 
pablic  money  is  placed  for  expenditure  in  the 
pnblic  service.'*  The  money  did  not  belong,  as 
the  Premier  contended,  to  the  imprestee.  It 
was  not  a  payment  when  the  imprestee  re- 
ceived it,  but  merely  a  trust  fund  that  the 
imprestee  held  for  expenditure  in  the  public 
service.  To  contend  that  directly  that  money 
was  paid  to  the  imprestee  it  was  a  legal  pay- 
ment in  the  terms  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act 
of  1896  was  surely  ridiculous  on  the  face  of  it. 
In  section  50  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act  it 
was  laid  down  very  plainly.  It  said,  "  Moneys 
required  to  be  issued  by  way  of  imprest  for  the 
paolic  service  shall  be  charged  in  the  voucher 
and  requisition  against  the  vote  for  the  ser- 
Tioe  for  which  such  imprest  is  required.'* 
Kow,  if  the  imprestee  held  the  money  after  the 
80th  of  June,  how  after  that  date  could  it  be 
said  that  the  amount  could  be  charged  against 
the  vote  for  which  the  service  vras  required, 
because  all  the  votes  terminated  on  the  30th 
of  June,  and  without  fresh  parliamentary  au- 
thority there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  vote  ;  the 
vote  was  absolutely  not  then  in  existence, 
and  therefore  the  whole  point  about  the  im- 
prestee on  which  the  Premier  had  based  his 
argument  was  worthless.  The  only  thing  he 
was  sorry  for  was  that  the  Premier  did  not 
take  advantage  of  his  offer  the  other  night  to 
spend  an  hour  after  the  House  rose  and  get  a 
few  lessons  on  this  subject.  If  he  had  done 
so  8e  would  not  have  dreamt  of  getting  up 
and  making  the  ridiculous  speech  he  had  made 
on  the  question.  He  would  next  take  one 
thing  the  Premier  had  not  referred  to  at  ail- 
that  was,  the  charge  by  the  Auditor-General 
against  the  Grovemment,  as  to  the  manipula- 
tion of  the  Post  Office  Accounts.  What  about 
the  £39,000  of  the  Post  Office  funds  that  had 
been  manipulated  by  the  Government,  and 
which  formed  the  subject  of  a  representation 
to  the  House  ?  Was  that  not  a  matter  for  re- 
ference to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee? 
Was  that  of  so  little  importance?  And  if,  as 
the  Premier  said,  the  Auditor- General  was  such 
a  worry  and  a  bother  to  him,  members  could 
just  imagine  the  state  some  of  the  Publio 
Aooonnts  of  the  colony  must  be  in ;  because 
they  had  the  statement  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands  at  Hawera  the  other  day  that  the 
Auditor-General  was  incorruptible.  How  did 
he  know  that  unless  he  heA  tried  to  corrupt 
him?  Here,  then,  they  had  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  who  was  tiie  real  power  behind  the 
Throne,  pronouncing  4hat  the  Auditor-General 
was  inooxruptible,  and  the  Premier  saying  that 
thai  official  was  the  worry  of  his  life.  If  he 
was  half  the  worry  to  him  outside  the  House 
that  he  (Mr.  Pirani)  was  inside  it,  then  he 
must  be  naving  a  pretty  warm  time.  The 
Premier  had  himself  shown  good  grounds  for 
an  investigation  by  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, and  the  only  thing  he  (Mr.  Pirani)  was 


soriy  tor  was  that  the  scope  of  the  investigation 
was  so  limited.  If  they  could  have  an  investi- 
gation into  the  Public  Accounts  of  the  colony — 
if  they  could  have  an  investigation  into  the 
financial  jugglery  that  seemed  to  be  taking 
place  in  connection  with  the  Publio  Accounts 
of  the  colony  —  then  there  would  be  some 
satisfaction  from  having  the  matters  referred 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  ;  but,  as  it 
was  at  present — limiting  the  inquiry  to  one 
matter,  and  not  including  either  the  Post  Office 
Account  or  the  general  finances  of  the  colony— 
the  usefulness  of  the  investigation  was  con- 
siderably lessened.  But  the  main  point  about 
this  matter  was  not  so  much  the  opinion  of  the 
Auditor- General,  and  not  so  much  what  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  FitzGerald  was  at  the  time  he 
dealt  with  the  matter,  it  was  whether  any 
Government  was  justified  in  superseding  the 
proper  functions  of  the  Audit  Otnce  by  Order 
in  Council.  No  precedent  in  any  part  of  the 
world  would  be  found  for  that  action,  and  the 
very  fact  that  the  Government  were  able  to  get 
an  Imprest  Supply  Bill  through  the  House 
by  the  SOth  June  proved  that  their  action  in 
superseding  the  Auditor-General  by  Order  in 
Council  was  entirely  unnecessary.  In  the 
course  of  Mr.  FitzGerald's  evidence  he  said  he 
did  not  know  of  any  other  colony  or  any 
other  place  where  the  Government  had  the 
power  to  supersede  the  Auditor,  and  it  would 
be  a  very  good  thing  if  the  present  Govern- 
ment, or  any  other  Government,  were  de- 
prived of  that  power.  The  Premier  had  told 
them  all  through  this  affair  that  he  had  done 
this,  that,  and  the  other;  but,  according  to  the 
papers,  it  was  the  Cabinet  who  passed  the 
Order  in  Council,  and  not  the  Premier.  Of 
course,  before  the  Police  Commission  the  Pre- 
mier said  that  '*  Order  in  Council  "  meant  the 
Premier ;  but,  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  we 
were  supposed  to  be  under  a  system  of  respon- 
sible government,  it  was  ridiculous  that  the 
Premier  should  be  the  sole  judge  as  to  whether 
such  an  important  matter  as  superseding  the 
Auditor-General  by  Order  in  Council  should 
be  done  by  the  Treasurer  himself— the  very 
man  who  was  at  issue  with  the  Auditor- 
General.  The  Premier  had  also  said  something 
about  the  long  delay  caused  by  the  Auditor- 
General  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  he  had 
spoken  of  the  great  injurv  occasioned  there- 
by. But  if  members  would  only  look  at  the 
evidence  before  them  they  would  see  that  the 
Paymaster-General's  requisition  was  dated  the 
28th  June,  that  the  money  was  applied  for  on 
that  day,  and  that  therefore  only  two  days 
elapsed  between  the  date  of  the  application  for 
the  money  and  the  end  of  the  financial  vear. 
Really,  then,  it  was  ridiculous  to  say  any  delay 
at  all  was  occasioned  except  by  the  Govern- 
ment itself.  The  Premier  had  also  argued 
that  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  had 
passed  the  vouchers  included  in  this  requisi- 
tion, but  he  seemed  to  forget  that  there  were 
two  functions  attaching  by  Aot  to  the 
Controller  and  Auditor-GenerflJ.  One  func- 
tion—that of  audit— was  to  audit  the  ac- 
counts submitted  to   him — to    see   that  the 
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Youohen  were  in  aooordanee  with  law,  and 
that  they  were  drawn  either  upon  votes  passed 
by  Parliament  or  that  they  were  charged  to 
the  Unauthorised  Expenditure  Account.  But 
there  was  another  function— that  of  OontroUer 
— the  control  of  the  public  funds  of  the  colony ; 
and  although  the  Auditor  might,  when  he  re- 
ceived the  voucher,  pass  it  as  correct,  that  did 
not  justify  him,  when  he  received  the  requisi- 
tion, in  paying  the  money — money  that  was 
really  under  his  control.  But  the  Premier 
thought  he  might  present  a  voucher,  say,  on 
the  Ist  January,  and  that  he  might  send  in  his 
requisition  on  that  voucher  after  the  SOth  June 
and  legally  get  the  money.  That  was  the 
Premier's  contention,  but  there  was  not  the 
slighteflt  ground  for  holding  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^What  was  the  good  of  pass- 
ing the  voucher,  then  ? 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  he  would  explain  to  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  the  good  of  passing 
the  voucher  was  to  prove  that  the  voucher  was 
based  on  a  vote  of  Parliament  or  upon  **  un- 
authorised expenditure " ;  but  passing  the 
requisition  was  another  function  altogether. 
One  thing  the  Auditor  certainly  must  see 
was  that  there  was  money  to  pay  it;  and 
another  thing  he  must  see  was  that  on 
the  date  the  money  was  to  be  paid  the  pay- 
ment would  be  legal.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if 
they  looked  at  the  correspondence  they  would 
find  that  the  Auditor-Gqneral,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Treasury,  had  recalled  the  voucher. 
Immediately  the  Treasury  told  the  Auditor- 
General  that  the  bulk  of  the  moneys 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  do  not  find  that  in  the 
papers  that  the  voucher  had  been  recalled,  and 
vou  cannot  know  it  unless  you  have  been  so 
informed. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  find  it  here. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Where  do  you  find  it? 

Mr.  PIRANI. ~I  am  not  inspired  by  the 
Law  Ofiicers  of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  know  who  you  are  in- 
spired by. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— Oh  t 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  he  was  quite  able  to  cope 
with  the  honourable  gentleman.  In  this  cor- 
respondence, under  date  the  28th  June,  this 
statement  was  made  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury :  *<  I  should  say  that  the  bulk  of  the 
money  would  not  be  used  until  after  the  80th 
instant." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Where  has  the  Controller 
and  Auditor- General  withdrawn  the  voucher? 
He  never  did  so  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  would  repeat  that  the 
Treasury  had  stated  that  the  bulk  of  the  money 
would  not  be  used  until  after  the  SOth  June— 
the  bulk  or  the  £82,000.  Then,  the  Auditor- 
General  said,  *'  I  am  doubtful  whether,  in  that 
case,  I  can  pass  the  requisition."  Now,  the 
requisition  was  not  only  a  requisition,  but  it 
included  the  vouchers.  The  vouchers,  under 
section  45  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act  of  1891, 
were  included  in  the  requisition,  and  therefore, 
when  the  Auditor- General  said  that  he  would 
not  pass  the  requisition,  be  certainly  recalled 
his  consent  to  the  voucher. 
Mr.  Piram 


An  Hon.  Membkb.— Oht  You  said  be  had 
recalled  it  by  letter. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  must  have  recalled  it. 
How  could  he  refuse  to  pass  the  requisition 
without  recalling  the  voucher.  He  had  never 
used  the  expression  **  by  letter,"  but  he  said  thai 
the  Treasury,  in  a  letter  to  the  Auditor-General, 
had  stated  that  the  bulk  of  the  money  would 
not  be  wanted  to  be  paid  until  after  tne  90th 
June,  and  in  answer  to  the  communication 
the  Auditor-General  undoubtedly  recalled  the 
voucher.  The  Auditor-General's  letter  was 
well  worth  quoting.    He  said, — 

**  I  am  doubtful  whether  in  that  case  I  can 
pass  the  [Paymaster-General's]  requisition. 
But  before  I  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the 
matter  I  would  ask  now,  in  view  of  the  large 
aggregate  amount  of  the  imprest  advances 
required  by  the  Treasury  cashier,  and  of  the 
expiring  appropriations,  whether  such  use  is 
contemplated  of  the  advances  as  would  make 
the  requisitions  contravene  the  provisions  ol 
section  50  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act." 

Then,  again,  the  Auditor- General  further 
went  on  to  state  :— 

**The  Audit  Office  is  disposed  to  be  as 
considerate  in  the  circumstances  as  the  law 
will  allow.  The  question  is  entirely  one  of  the 
law.  The  Audit  Office  does  not  understand 
the  law  to  provide  for  the  proposals  of  the 
Treasury,  and  is  without  authority  to  exercise 
any  discretion. 

**  As  to  *  the  whole  responsibility  of  a  dislooa- 
tion  of  Treasury  payments '  restinff  with  the 
Audit  Office,  it  has 'already  been  observed  to 
the  Controller  and  Auditor-General,  and  with 
his  assent,  before  a  parliamentary  inquiry  re- 
specting a  similar  case,  that  *  Of  course,  ft  is 
no  business  of  yours  to  take  into  considera- 
tion public  convenience.  Your  business  is  to 
see  that  the  law  is  observed  and  complied 
with ;  and,  as  to  public  convenience,  that  is  a 
question  for  the  Government.' 

**  Before  there  is  appropriation  for  payments 
after  the  SOth  June,  it  would,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Audit  Office,  not  only  be  unlawful  to 
issue  the  monev  required  for  such  payments, 
but  also  unlawful  for  any  imprestee  to  make 
them.  The  amount  of  the  requisition  should 
therefore  be  reduced  by  so  much  as  is  not 
required  for  the  payments  to  be  made  before 
the  close  of  June,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  ex- 
tended appropriations  for  the  services  forwhieh 
the  imprests  are  requested. 

"  Money  required  by  way  of  imprest  must 
be  charged  against  the  vote  for  the  servioe 
for  which  the  imprest  is  required.  The  ser- 
vice for  which  the  imprest  is  required  most 
be  the  payment  out  of  the  imprest-money  of 
charges  against  a  vote.  The  payments  alter 
the  80th  June  are  not  Ohargeable  to  the  ex- 
tended appropriations  for  the  services  to  that 
date ;  and  there  are  no  appropriations  yet  for 
the  services  after  that  date/* 

There  can  be  no  question  but  that  the  Premier 
was  verv  uncomfortable  about  the  whole  mat- 
ter, and  there  was  no  doubt  that  he  understood 
just  as  well  as  those  who  were  in  a  position: 
to  judge  that  he  had  contravened  the  law.    It 
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was  an  eztraoidinazy  thing  that  whenever  the 
Pzemier  came  into  an  awkward  position  he  got 
an  opinion  from  the  Grown  Law  Officers,  and 
threw  the  Crown  Law  Offioers  down  on  the  floor ' 
of  that  House  for  members  to  wrangle  over. 
He  never  took  any  responsibility  for  the  action 
of  his  officers.  No;  he  sheltered  himself  be- 
hind some  pablio  officer  who  was  not  inde- 
pendent of  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  and  he 
oame  to  that  House  ana  said,  **  So-and-so  has 
said  all  this.  He  is  a  public  officer,  and  he  must 
be  right ;"  but  he  did  not  say, "  That  is  my  view. 
That  is  the  law  as  I  understand  it,  and  therefore, 
because  it  is  my  opinion,  because  I  think  I 
have  done  right  in  this  matter,  I  ask  Parlia- 
ment to  justify  me."  Why,  let  him  table  a 
motion  in  either  House  of  Parliament  to  get 
rid  of  the  Auditor-General,  on  a  question  of  the 
illegality  of  his  action  in  this  matter,  and  they 
knew  very  well  what  would  be  the  result.  -  Let 
him  stake  the  existence  of  the  Ministiy  upon  this 
illegal  appropriation  of  public  moneys,  and  ask 
members  of  his  own  party  even  to  back  him  up 
in  regard  to  his  action,  and  what  would  be  the 
result  ?  Why,  there  was  no  question  about  it ; 
and  he  would  not  have  even  attempted  to  refer 
the  matter  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
only  he  wanted  to  draw  a  red-herring  across  the 
scent  of  the  fnancial  debate,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  matter  being  made  the  subject  of  a 
motion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  so  at  the  request  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere. 

Cantain  BUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said  he 
would  like  to  ask  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier 
before  the  adjournment  if  he  would  consent  to 
his  (Captain  Bussell's)  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  W.  C.  Buchanan,  as  a  member  of 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  James  Allen,  who  was,  unfortunately, 
away,  and,  owing  to  sickness  in  his  family, 
could  not  get  here  for  some  time  to  take  his 
place  on  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.~I  cannot  consent  to  that  at 
present.         # 

Captain  BUSSELL  said.  Why?  He  failed 
to  understand  clearly  what  object  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Premier  had  in  opposing  a  motion 
for  the  substitution  of  a  member  on  a  Com- 
mittee for  another  who  was  absent.  They 
knew  that  the  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
rapa  would  devote  the  utmost  care  and  im- 
partiality to  his  duties  if  he  were  appointed 
to  serve  on  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 
He  had  already  argued  on  a  previous  oc- 
casion the  proportion  of  Opposition  mem- 
bers who  shocdd  be  appointed  on  Com- 
mittees, and  it  had  been  practically  agreed 
upon  and  fixed;  but  the  Qovemment  had 
appointed  one  gentleman  who  was,  unfor- 
tunately, absent  from  the  colony,  and  in  doing 
so  they  were  limiting  and  reducing  the  number 
of  Opposition  members  on  the  Committee,  and 
he  felt  sure  that  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier 
must  himself  see  that  it  was  inexpedient  that 
the  Committee  should  be  placed  in  the  position 
of  not  fully  commanding  the  confidence  of 
members  of  both  sides  of  the  House.  He 
could  not  help  feeling  that,  when  there  was 


a  distinct  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Premier  to  the  appointment  of  a  particular 
member,  he  ought  to  have  some  very  good 
reason  for  such  opposition,  and  the  House 
ought  to  be  informed  of  it.  The  House  ought 
to  know  why  that  appointment  was  opposed, 
and,  if  the  Premier  refused  to  allow  the  proper 
proportion  of  members  of  the  Opposition  to 
serve  on  the  Committee,  one  could  only  feel 
that  there  was  a  desire  to  evade  the  true 
intention  in  setting  up  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived, 
Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

WATEB-SUPPLY  BILL. 

„  3Q  Mr.  WBIQHT  (Ashburton)  asked 
'  that  the  amendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee be  agreed  to.  The  amendments  were 
such  as  had  been  sent  to  him  from  different 
parts  of  the  country — Auckland,  Wellington, 
and  Canterbury— to  meet  the  speoiaJ  require- 
ments of  certain  localities,  the  ratepayers  in 
whicb  found  that  they  were  unable  to  achieve 
what  they  desired  under  the  provisions  of  the 
original  Bill.  These  amendments  had  all  been 
carefully  considered,  so  that,  whilst  granting 
facilities  for  one  section  of  the  ratepayers  to 
accomplish  what  they  desired,  they  in  no  way, 
in  his  judgment,  interfered  with  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  others.  However,  he  under- 
stood the  Minister  of  Lands  desired  that  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill,  or  the  consideration 
of  the  report,  should  be  postponed  for  one 
week,  in  order  that  he  might  consult  the 
Crown  Law  Offioers  as  to  the  effect  of  one 
clause,  which  was  introduced  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  certain  settlers  in  the  hilly 
country,  and  some  of  the  settlers  in  the  swamp 
country  considered  that  they  would  be  pre- 
judiced thereby.  He  did  not  think  there  was 
any  well-grounded  reason  for  the  objection, 
because  the  clause  in  question  could  not  be 
brought  into  operation  except  on  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  ratepayers  interested  in  that  par- 
ticular locality.  However,  it  was  immaterial 
whether  the  Bill  was  passed  that  day  or  that 
day  week,  but  he  did  not  think  be  ought  to  be 
placed  in  any  worse  position  the  following 
week  than  he  stood  in  at  that  moment.  He 
would,  therefore,  ask  the  Minister  of  Lands 
whether  he  could  rely  upon  having  this  Bill 
before  the  House  on  the  following  Wednes- 
day? He  moved.  That  the  amendments  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  could 
not  promise  the  honourable  member  that  day 
week,  because  he  understood  the  financial 
debate  would  commence  on  either  Thursday 
or  Friday.  But  if  the  House  disposed  of  the 
financial  debate  on  Tuesday  he  had  no  doubt 
Wednesday  would  be  given  up  to  local  Bills, 
and  the  honourable  member  could  then  get  his 
Bill  on  again.  But  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  people  in  the  district,  not  where  the 
water  was  to  be  supplied,  but  where  it  con- 
cerned the  people  who  required  it,  and  he  had 
sent  that  letter  to  the  Law  Draftsman,  who 
had  prepared  an   amendment.     Now,  if  the 
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honourable  member  would  agree  to  recommit 
the  Bill  there  was  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  passed  that  night.  If  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  look  at  subsection  (4)  of  section  18 
he  would  see  there,  "  The  water-race  shall  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Council  or  Board, 
who  may  from  time  to  time  increase,  di- 
minish, or  stop  the  supply  of  water  therein 
as  it  thinks  fit."  Now,  he  understood  that 
what  the  people  in  the  low  levels  complained 
of  was  that  trie  drain  or  the  outfall  of  water 
that  they  required  at  the  present  time  to  keep 
their  own  land  dry  would  by  this  clause  come 
under  the  control  of  the  local  body,  which 
would  have  charge  of  the  water-supply.  The 
amendment  he  wanted  to  put  in  was  this : — 

**  Provided  that,  in  every  case  where  the 
Council  or  Board  increases  the  supply  of  water 
therein,  the  provisions  of  section  nfteen  hereof 
shall  apply  in  like  manner  as  if  the  vrater-race 
were  constructed  or  maintained  by  the  Council 
or  Board." 

If  the  honourable  member  would  look  at 
clause  15  he  would  see, —  ' 

**In  every  case  where  any  County  Council 
or  Water-supply  Board  constructs  or  main- 
tains any  water-race,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  Council  or  Board  to  prevent  low-lying 
lands  being  thereby  flooded,  water-logged,  or 
otherwise  injuriously  affected." 

Now,  it  was  quite  evident  there  could  be  no 
harm  to  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  in  getting 
this  clause  inserted ;  but  at  the  same  time  it 
might  be  a  safeguard  to  those  who  might  have 
their  drains  used  for  the  purpose  of  taking  ofi 
the  extra  water  required.  If,  therefore,  the 
honourable  member  would  agree  to  the  Bill 
being  recommitted  now,  he  would  raise  no  objec- 
tion to  its  going  through  that  night. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Recommit  the  whole 
clause 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  this  referred  to 
subsection  (4)  of  clause  18.  His  amendment 
was  the  insertion  of  the  following  proviso  : — 

''Provided  that,  in  every  case  where  the 
Council  or  Board  increases  uie  supply  of  water 
therein,  the  provisions  of  section  fifteen  hereof 
shall  apply  in  like  manner  as  if  the  water-race 
were  constructed  or  maintained  by  the  Council 
or  Board." 

That  would  provide  for  outfalls  of  private 
individuals  who  might  be  water-logged  by  the 
surplus  supply  of  water.  That  would,  he 
thought,  meet  all  the  objections  raised  to  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
that  course  being  taken. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  re- 
committed for  the  consideration  of  clause  18. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  whether,  in  the 
«vent  of  the  Bill  being  recommitted,  they  were 
at  liberty  to  throw  out  the  Bill  altogether. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  as  the  motion  was  to 
recommit  in  order  to  reconsider  clause  18,  it 
would  be  competent  to  reject  the  whole  clause. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Eaiapoi)  asked,  if  the  Bill  was 
recommitted  to  amend  clause  18  so  far  as 
subsection  (4)  was  concerned,  would  that  give 
Mr.  J,  McKentfie 


the  Committee  power  to  throw  out  the  whole 
clause  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — No;  such  recommittal 
would  be  confined  to  the  subsection. 

Mr.  MOORE  said,  if  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  honourable  member  to  move  to  throw  out 
the  whole  clause  in  Committee  he  would  oppose 
the  recommittal  of  the  Bill.  This  clause,  he 
might  say,  applied  more  particularly  perhaps  in 
his  district  than  in  any  other  district,  and  he 
did  not  see  that  there  could  be  any  hatm  at  all 
in  allowing  the  natural  watercourses  to  come 
under  the  provisions  of  this  clause.  It  was 
simply  intended  to  apply  to  districts  where 
the  configuration  of  the  country  was  such  that 
there  was  some  difficulty  in  making  artificial 
water-races.  The  expense  would  be  so  great 
in  making  these  races  that  in  all  probability 
the  Board  or  the  Council  would  not  make 
them,  and  the  people  in  the  district  would 
not,  therefore,  be  able  to  get  a  supply  of 
water.  By  this  clause  they  would  be  able  to 
declare|them  natural  watercourses  within  th^ 
meaning  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
avoid  the  expense  of  making  these  artificial 
races.  He  could  not  see  what  possible  ob- 
jection honourable  members  could  nave  to  this 
clause  if  subsection  (4)  was  struck  out  and  the 
provisions  of  clause  15  inserted,  as  proposed  by 
the  Premier.  It  would  then  safeguard  the 
owners  of  property  in  the  low-lying  districts, 
and  take  the  responsibility  off  the  occupiers 
through  whose  property  the  water-channels  run. 
But,  as  the  water  could  only  be  turned  on  at  the 
request  of  the  occupiers  or  owners,  he  thought 
it  unnecessary  to  make  any  further  alteration. 
He  hoped  honourable  members  would  see  the 
reason  of  having  this  clause  inserted  in  the 
Bill,  although  he  was  quite  willing  himself  that 
the  subclause  should  be  struck  out  rather  than 
run  any  risk  with  the  Bill ;  but  the  whole  clause 
should  not  be  deleted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  would  point  out  the 
very  grave  danger  that  existed  if  section  18  was 
allowed  to  pass  into  law  as  it  now  stood.  He 
was  sorry  the  honourable  member's  generosity 
should,  to  a  great  extent,  have  imperilled  his 
Bill,  because  it  was  a  very  good  Bill,  and  a 

feneral  consensus  of  opinion  was  in  its  favour, 
le  would  be  no  party  to  imperil  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  Bill  because  of  amendments 
which  had  been  placed  in  it  to  serve  the  desire 
of  other  honourable  members ;  but  he  could  be 
no  party  to  allowing  any  Bill  to  pass  with  a 
clause  in  it  which  took  from  the  owner  of  a 
property  his  rights  to  a  small  stream  running 
through  it,  and  which  made  it  the  property  of 
the  Drainage  Board  without  the  owner's  con- 
sent, and  disallowed  him  from  using  the  water 
for  any  purpose  for  which  he  had  been  using  it. 
The  section  as  it  now  stood  would  be  a  most 
dangerous  one,  and  if  the  Government  or  any 
local  body  attempted  to  pass  such  a  olause  they 
would  be  brought  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Works  Act  for  compensation.  The  sec- 
tion said, — 

**  In  anv  case  where  a  natural  water-channel 
exists  within  the  district  of  a  County  Council 
or  Water-supply  Board,  the  following  provi- 
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Biona  shall  apply,  anything  in  this  Act  or  any 
QtAkBt  Act  to  tne  contrary  notwithstanding : — 
**  (1.)  On  the  written  anplication  of  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thiros  of  the  ooonpiers, 
or,  In  the  case  of  nnooonpied  land,  of 
the  owners,  of  each  of  the  land 
through  which  the  water -channel 
mns  as  is  within  the  district,  the 
Oonnty  Oouncil  or  Water  -  supply 
Board  may  by  special  order  declare 
the  water  •  channel  to  be  a  water- 
race. 
"(2.)  So  long  as  such  special  order  eon- 
tinnes  in  operation,  every  owner  or 
occupier  of  land  through  which  such 
water-race  runs  shall  be  entitled  to 
use  the  water,  in  so  much  of  the 
water -race  as  is  within  the  boun- 
daries of  his  land,  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, or  for  the  purpoee  of  watering 
stock,  or  for  any  other  purpose  not 
involving  the  diversion  of  the  water, 
but  shaU  not  be  entitled  to  divert 
the  water  except  at  such  times,  to 
such  extent,  and  subject  to  such 
conditions  as  are  prescribed  by  by- 
laws, which  the  Oouncil  or  Board  is 
hereby  empowered  to  make. 

**  (8.)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  person  who 
for  the  time  being  is  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  such  land  to  at  all  times 
and  at  his  own  cost  in  all  things 
maintain  in  good  order  and  keep 
clear  of  weeds  and  other  obstructions 
so  much  of  the  water-flMe  as  is 
within  the  boundaries  of  his  land; 
and  if  he  fails  or  neglects  so  to  do 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Oouncil  or 
Board,  the  Oouncil  or  Board,  by  its 
servants,  workmen,  or  contractors, 
may  enter  on  the  land  and  cause  the 
work  to  be  done  at  his  expense  in  all 
things,  and  may  recover  the  same  as 
a  debt  in  any  Oourt  of  competent 
jurisdiction : 

*' Provided  that,  as  between  the 
owner  and  occupier  of  the  same 
land,  the  duty  imposed  by  this  sub- 
section shall  rest  on  the  occupier,  and 
if  the  owner  perform  it  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  be  indemnified  by  the 
occupier  against  all  expense  thereby 
incurred. 

**  (4.)  The  water-race  shall  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Oouncil  or  Board,  who  may 
from  time  to  time  increase,  diminish, 
or  stop  the  supply  of  water  therein  as 
it  thinks  fit. 

**  (5.)  Such  special  order  maj  be  rescinded  b^ 
special  order  as  and  when  the  Oouncil 
or  Board^thinks  fit,  and  thereupon,  and 
until  the  water-race  is  again  consti- 
tuted under  the  provisions  herein- 
before contained,  it  shall  cease  to  be 
a  water-race,  and  the  foregoing  pro- 
visions of  this  section  shall  cease  to 
apply." 

This  meant  that  the  Board  could  turn  into  a 
natural  stream,  from  which  a  man  might  have 


diverted  water  to  drive  a  chaff-cutter,  other 
water,  and  the  moment  they  did  so  the  owner 
could  not  take  a  drop  of  water  from  it  except 
for  domestic  purpjoses.  This  section  took  away 
the  owner's  riparian  rights ;  it  might  be  only  a 
small  stream,  and  they  could  turn  a  hundred 
heads  of  water  into  it,  and  he  had  no  remedy, 
and  if  he  interfered  he  was  subject  to  penalties. 
And  he  had,  moreover,  to  maintain  it.  The 
subsection  was  as  follows : — 

**  ^8.)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  person  who 
for  tne  time  being  is  the  owner  or  occupier  of 
such  land  to  at  fJl  times  and  at  his  own  cost 
in  all  things  maintain  in  good  order  and  keep 
clear  of  weeds  and  other  obstructions  so  mucn 
of  the  water-race  as  is  within  the  boundaries 
of  his  land ;  and  if  he  fails  or  neglects  so  to  do 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Oouncil  or  Board,  the 
Oounoil  or  Board,  by  its  servants,  workmen,  or 
contractors,  may  enter  on  the  land  and  cause 
the  work  to  be  done  at  his  expense  in  all  thingSp 
and  may  recover  the  same  as  a  debt  in  any 
Oourt  of  competent  jurisdiction : 

**  Provided  that,  as  between  the  owner  and 
occupier  of  the  same  land,  the  duty  imposed  by 
this  subsection  shall  rest  on  the  occupier,  and 
if  the  owner  perform  it  he  shall  be  entitled  to 
be  indemnified  by  the  occupier  against  all 
expense  thereby  incurred."    . 

It  was  about  the  coolest  proposal  he  ever 
heard — that  you  should  be  able  to  go  on  to 
a  man's  land  and  take  possession  of  a  natural 
stream,  and  give  him  nothing  in  return,  but 
make  him  pay  for  the  cost  of  maintenance. 
He  would  undertime  to  say  if  the  Qovemment 
were  to  introduce  such  a  clause  as  that  in  any 
Goldfields  Bill— that  they  could  take  a  stream 
and  use  it  as  a  water-race — ^honourable  mem- 
bers would  vote  unanimously  against  it.  And 
what  was  the  argument  in  favour  of  it  ?  They 
said,  "  What  was  the  good  of  putting  the 
Oouncil  to  the  expense  of  cutting  a  race 
through  an  artificial  channel  when  a  natural 
channel  could  be  used  ?  "  If  i^e  owner  of  the 
property  liked  to  agree  to  it,  then  well  and 
good,  but  to  do  it  at  the  wish  of  a  majority  of 
two-thirds  of  the  occupiers  in  a  locality,  he 
said,  was  a  most  outrageous  provision,  and 
a  provision  that  should  not  be  tolerated  for 
a  moment.  If  arrangements  could  be  made 
with  the  owner  of  the  stream,  and  the  Oounty 
Oounoil  were  willing  to  let  it  be  done,  that 
would  be  right ;  but  to  leave  it  to  a  majority, 
or  to  give  the  power  without  the  absolute 
consent  of  the  owner,  was  a  proposal  that 
should  not  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  It  would 
be  laying  down  a  dangerous  precedent  to  take 
away  an  owner's  riparian  rights.  He  was  sorry 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  generous 
enough  to  allow  this  clause  to  go  into  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— He  put  it  in  himself. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Yes,  but  it  was  at  the 
request  of  others.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  been 
absent  from  the  House  at  the  time,  and  when 
he  came  back  he  found  the  clause  had  been 
inserted  in  a  hurry,  and  he  had  pointed  out  the 
matter  as  soon  as  the  Bill  had  come  out  of 
Oommittee.  He  trusted  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  not  jeopardize  his  Bill  by  retaining 
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th«  olanse  at  all.  He  would  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  allow  the  clause  to  be  re- 
committed, as  he  must  admit  that  as  It  now 
stood  it  was  a  dangerous  provision. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  (Ashburton)  said  this  clause 
was  intended  to  have  application  to  water- 
channels  that  were  dry  for  four  or  five  months 
of  the  year. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (Ellesmere)  said  the 
clause  might  have  a  very  benevolent  x>bjeot, 
but  when  it  came  to  be  applied  in  the  Elles- 
mere district,  for  instance,  it  would  be  very 
dangerous  indeed.  It  was  all  very  well  to  say 
on  high  lands  about  Kaiapoi  and  elsewhere 
there  were  dry  channels  to  be  used  as  water- 
races,  but  when  they  got  down  near  the  sea, 
where  the  lands  had  all  been  swamps  and  boggy 
lands,  and  had  been  drained  at  considerable 
expense  by  the  owners,  it  was  different,  and  it 
was  now  proposed  that  the  private  drains  made 
j>y  these  owners  for  draining  their  own  lands 
should  be  made  public  water-races.  The  drains 
bad  been  specially  constructed  to  carry  off 
private  water — some,  at  great  expense,  actually 
out  through  the  sandhills— through  the  large 
mounds  and  sandhills  between  the  sea  and  the 
higher  land.  If  they  wanted  to  allow  any 
water-supply  body  to  turn  a  large  quantity  of 
water  into  these  drains  they  would  simply 
■wamp  these  boggy  lands  again.  It  was  all 
very  well  to  say  the  owners  would  get  their 
remedy  afterwards,  but  at  the  same  time  it 
was  not  fair  to  say  that  any  owner  should  have 
bis  drain  or  channel  made  into  a  water-race 
without  his  consent.  He  saw  they  had  to  get 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  occupiers  of 
the  land  surrounding.  That  might  probably  be 
consented  to  by  the  owners  on  the  nigh  lands, 
but  the  occupier  who  happened  to  be  on  the 
low  land  near  the  sea  would  have  this  water- 
race  forced  upon  him  against  his  will.  But 
that  was  the  man  who  was  to  be  affected; 
and  they  should  not  allow  any  clause  of  the 
Bill  to  pass  which  might  enable  a  man's  land 
to  be  used  without  any  consent  on  his  part 
whatsoever.  When  the  honourable  member 
asked  him  whether  he  wished  the  Bill  to  be  re- 
committed, he  said  he  had  done  so  so  as  to 
strike  out  clause  18,  and  not  to  amend  this 
clause  unless  he  could  see  some  way  of  amend- 
ing which  would  prevent  any  water-channel 
being  taken  through  land  without  the  consent 
of  the  owner.  He  admitted  that  the  amend- 
ments suggested  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  did 
meet  the  case  in  part,  but  unless  the  member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  saw  some  way  by  which 
the  man  who  now  owned  the  water-channel 
would  continue  to  own  it — or  unless  he  volun- 
tarily gave  it  up  or  was  compensated  for  so 
doing — he  would  move  to  strike  the  olause  out 
pf  the  Bill.  He  had  intended  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  on  the  Bill  had 
not  the  honourable  member  in  charge  agreed 
to  have  it  recommitted.  The  subject  was  of 
great  importance  in  Ellesmere,  and  a  number 
of  meetings  had  taken  place  there  in  connec- 
tion with  it.  He  had  received  a  number  of 
letters  .with  regard  to  it,  and  all  those  holding 
boggy  lands  in  that  district  were  very  much 
Mr.  Seddon 


frightened  about  this  scheme.  He  had, 
therefore,  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  point  oat 
the  importance  of  this  matter ;  and,  while  the 
Bill  might  lead  to  the  improvement  of  the  land 
on  the  plains  inland,  he  believed  that  those 
who  had  been  at  so  very  much  expense  to  drain 
their  lands  near  the  sea  might  be  in  a  much 
worse  position  than  they  were  at  the  present 
time,  and  he  thought,  therefore,  they  wanted 
to  see  that  the  Bill  was  carefully  safeguarded. 
He  believed  they  were  sufficiently  safeguarded 
in  the  Bill  with  the  exception  of  this  clause. 
It  was  a  dangerous  clause,  and  if  it  were  re- 
tained unamended  he  would  oppose  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  did  not  wish  in 
any  way  to  endanger  the  passage  of  the  honour* 
able  member's  Bill,  but  he  certainly  did  not  like 
clause  19  as  it  stood  at  present.  So  far  as  he 
had  read  through  clause  19,  it  related  to  the 
extension  of  the  water-supply  districts,  and  it 
only  provided  that  those  ratepayers  should  vote 
who  were  outside  the  water-race  district,  and 
who  were  to  be  included  in  the  original  water- 
race  district.  He  thought  if  there  was  an 
extension  of  any  water-race  district  to  take 

Slaoe,  surely  those  ratepayers  whose  property 
ad  been  pledged  to  raise  a  loan  in  the  first 
instance  to  create  that  water-race  should  have 
some  say  in  the  extension,  and  the  Bill  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  be  fair  in  that  direction* 
Clause  19  said  that,— 

«<  Upon  a  resolution  favouring  the  taking  of 
a  poll  as  hereinafter  mentioned  being  passed 
by  the  Water-supply  Board  and  by  the  Road 
Board  of  the  distnot  wherein  the  area  of  snoh 
proposed  extension  is  situated,  a  poll  of  the 
ratepayers  within  the  area  of  suon  proposed 
extension  shall  be  taken  as  provided  under 
*  The  Regulation  of  the  Local  Elections  Acdt, 
1876.'" 

It  did  not  give  the  people  who  were  already 
in  the  proclaimed  water-race  district  a  voice  in 
the  matter  as  to  whether  tiiis  district  should 
be  extended  or  not.  That  district  might  be  ex- 
tended to  the  detriment  of  those  who  were  the 
originators  of  the  water-race  district.  Then 
might  not  be  sufficient  water  to  supply  the 
extended  district,  and  the  original  promoten 
would  be  shut  out  from  voting  in  the  matter 
as  to  whether  the  district  should  be  extended 
or  not.  He  maintained  that  that  was  not 
fair,  and  he  trusted  the  honourable  member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  pledge  himself  that 
this  clause  should  be  amended,  otherwise  he 
would  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Move  that  the  olause  be 
recommitted. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  he  would  move,  That 
that  clause  be  recommitted,  and  he  might  say, 
further,  that  clause  4,  to  his  mind,  was  a  very 
arbitrary  clause.  It  gave  the  Oounoil  or  the 
Water-supply  Board  the  power  of '*  constitat- 
ing,  enlarging,  altering,  or  curtailing  the  bound- 
aries of  any  water- race  district."  Under  the 
principal  Act  they  had  power  to  do  these  thingB, 
and  there  was  no  necessity  for  further  legisla- 
tton.  The  County  Oounoil  or  the  Board  might 
do  what  they   l&ed   to    suit  those    outJde 
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that  dlstriot  without  oonaidering  the  original 
pxomoten.  Therefore,  he  thought  that  the 
power  given  in  olause  4  should  be  exer- 
cised only  at  the  request  of  the  majority  of 
the  ratepayers  interested.  .The  olauses  he  had 
mentioned  appeared  to  him  to  be  too  arbitrary 
altogether.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
honourable  member  would  think  it  right  or  not, 
but,  at  any  rate,  clause  20  said,  **  The  Council 
of  a  borough  shall  have  all  the  powers,  duties, 
and  authorities  conferred  upon  a  County  Coun- 
cil." He  did  not  know  whether  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  object  to  adding  the  words 
<•  Town  Board,"  for  probably  the  Town  Board 
wae  as  interested  in  the  supplv  of  water  as  the 
borough.  However,  he  would  leave  that  at  the 
honourable  member's  own  discretion,  but  he 
thought  the  honourable  member  should  agree 
to  amend  olause  19  as  he  desired,  and  thus  pre- 
vent an  injustice  being  done  to  established 
water-supply  districts. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  said  that,  after 
carefully  reading  through  clause  18,  he  cer- 
tainly was  of  the  opinion  that  the  clause  had 
been  somewhat  ambiguously  drafted — at  any 
rate,  sufficiently  so  to  farouse  the  suspicions  of 
the  Premier,  and  also  the  suspicions  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere.  But  the 
view  taken  of  this  clause  by  the  Premier,  he 
thought,  was  taken  from  a  West  Coast  stand- 
point— from  the  aspect  of  the  watercourses  on 
gold-diggings  on  the  West  Coast,  and  perhaps 
some  other  gold-diggings  in  the  colony.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere looked  at  this  question  as  representing 
some  of  the  very  low  lands  in  his  district.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Meredith)  happened  to  live  in  a  locality 
situated  in  the  Kaiapoi  district,  and  known 
as  the  North  Moeraki  Downs,  included  in 
tiie  Waimakariri-Ashlev  Water-supply  Dis- 
trict, and  this  particular  district  consisted 
of  undulating  country  or  low  downs.  Behind 
the  downs  were  hills  denuded  of  shrubs  and 
flax  and  of  a  variety  of  other  vegetation.  The 
water  was  in  the  habit  of  running  on  portions 
of  the  year,  when  rain  came  in  the  old  water- 
courses up  tiU  five  or  six  years  ago,  but  latterly 
these  old  watercourses  were  dry  for  as  much 
as  eleven  months  out  of  the  year.  The  object 
of  the  clause  was  to  meet  the  case  of  localities 
similar  to  the  North  Moeraki  Downs,  so  that 
the  water  might  be  brought  there  and  distri- 
buted by  means  of  the  old  channels,  and  there- 
by save  a  great  deal  of  expense,  and  also  pre- 
vent the  necessity  of  the  lands  being  inter- 
sected by  artificial  channels.  He  hoped  the 
Premier  would  not  look  at  it  in  a  hostile  spirit. 
He  had  a  proviso  which  would  meet  the  objec- 
tion that  had  so  far  been  raised.  It  was  to 
this  e£fect :  '*  That  this  clause  shall  not  apply 
io  water-races  on  goldfields."  As  to  its  appli- 
<>ation  or  non-application  to  the  honourable 
member-  for  Ellesmere's  district,  he  would 
leave  that  entirely  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Bllesmere.  He  hoped  the  Premier  would 
take  into  consideration  the  view  which  he  had 
presented  to  the  House,  and  not  put  a  number 
of  ratepayers  to  considerable  expense,  incon- 
•venienoe,  and  trouble  by  being  called  upon  to 


form  artificial  channels  to  bring  water  through 
their  land  while  the  old  watercourses  would 
answer  the  purpose.  That  was  the  view  he 
took.  No  doubt  the  Premier's  view  of  the 
question  was  entitled  to  consideration,  as  was 
also  the  view  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere.  

Mr.  OROWTHEB  (City  of  Auckland)  said 
the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  mig^t 
disabuse  his  mind  as  to  clause  19.  The  honour- 
able member  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that 
this  clause  was  inserted  to  meet  the  require- 
ments in  the  district  represented  by  Mr. 
Speaker.  There  was  no  water-race  in  that  case 
involved  at  all.  It  was  a  provision  that  a 
certain  borough  should  be  able  to  supply  the 
surrounding  highway  districts  with  water 
through  pipes  underground.  The  conditions  as 
to  the  price  to  be  paid,  and  all  other  details, 
had  already  been  settled. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  it  would  affect  every 
water- race  district  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  the  intention  of  the 
clause  was  what  he  had  stated.  The  water 
was  to  be  conveyed  in  pipes,  and  the  necessary 

S revision  would  be  made  for  supplying  private 
welling-houses. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Put  that  in  the  Bill,  then. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  it  was  in  the  BOl; 
clause  19  provided  for  it. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Say  it  shall  only  apply  to 
that  district. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said,  no  doubt  they  would 
be  perfectly  satisfied  if  that  were  done ;  but,  as 
it  had  been  shown  that  the  olause  was  not 
going  to  do  any  injurv  to  anybody,  he  did  not 
see  why  the  honourable  gentleman  should  ask 
that  the  clause  should  be  recommitted.  So  fskt 
as  this  clause  was  concerned,  its  benefits  were 
already  provided  for,  and  those  honourable 
members  interested  knew  exactly  under  what 
condition  of  things  they  were  proposing  to 
make  use  of  the  clause.  It  could  not  possibly 
affect  any  other  set  of  people  so  far  as  they 
knew,  and  the  intention  of  the  clause  was  that 
it  was  not  to  injure  any  one.  They  knew  be- 
yond a  doubt,  so  far  as  the  application  of  this 
clause  was  concerned,  that  amongst  those 
specially  concerned  it  would  meet  with  no 
opposition  whatever. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  (Ashburton)  hoped  the  House 
would  go  into  Committee  on  clause  18,  and 
would  get  through  with  it.  The  difficulties 
alluded  to  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  had  no  existence  in  fact.  AU  the 
difficulties  referred  to  had  been  amply  guarded 
against.  Two  clauses  had  been  inserted  in  the 
Bill  to  protect  the  occupiers  of  low-lying  land. 
Any  further  injuries  which  they  were  said  to 
be  subject  to  were  purely  imaginary.  As  to 
clause- 19,  a  poll  of  the  ratepayers  had  been 
taken,  and  they  had  decided  unanimously  in 
favour  of  the  proceeding  provided  for  by  the 
section:  Therefore  there  was  no  need  to 
leconmiit  the  Bill  to  consider  that  clause. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  if  he  would  be  in  order 
in  moving  to  recommit  clause  19.  He  did  not 
want  to  imperil  the  other  olauses  in  any  way. 
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Leave  gives,  and   Bill  reoommitted  to  re- 
oonsider  olaosee  18  and  19. 

nr  coiofXTTxs. 
Olauee  18. — **In  any  ease  where  a  natural 
water-channel  ezieta  within  the  district  of  a 
County  Connoil  or  Water-supply  Board,  the 
following  proviaione  ihall  apply,  anything  in 
thiB  Act  or  any  other  Act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding:— 
**  (1.)  On  the  written  application  of  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  ocoupiers,  or,  in 
the  case  of  unoccupied  land,  of  the 
owners,  of  such  of  the  land  through 
which  the  water-channel  runs  as  is 
within  the  district,  the  County  Coun- 
cil or  Water-supply  Board  may  by 
special  order  declare  the  water-chan- 
nel to  be  a  water-race. 
"  (2.)  So  long  as  such  special  order  continues 
in  operation,  every  owner  or  occupier 
of  land  through  which  such  water- 
race  runs  shall  be  entitled  to  use  the 
water,  in  so  much  of  the  water-race 
as  is  within  the  boundaries  of  his 
land,  for  domestic  purposes,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  watering  stock,  or 
for  any  other  puipose  not  involving 
the  diversion  of  the  water,  but  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  divert  the  water 
except  at  such  timiss,  to  such  extent, 
and  subject  to  such  conditions  as  are 
prescribed  by  by-laws,  which  the 
Council  or  Board  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  make. 
**  (3.)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  person  who 
for  the  time  being  is  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  such  land  to  at  all  times 
and  at  his  own  cost  in  all  things 
maintain  in  good  order  and  keep 
clear  of  weeds  and  other  obstructions 
so  much  of  the  water- race  as  is 
within  the  boundaries  of  his  land ; 
and  if  he  fails  or  neglects  so  to  do 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council  or 
Board,  the  Council  or  Board,  by  its 
servants,  workmen,  or  contractors, 
may  enter  on  the  land  and  cause  the 
wo^  to  be  done  at  his  expense  in  all 
things,  and  may  recover  the  same  as 
a  debt  in  any  Court  of  competent 
jurisdiction : 

**  Provided  that,  as  between  the 
owner  and  occupier  of  the  same  land, 
the  duty  imposed  by  this  subsection 
shall  rest  on  the  occupier,  and  if  the 
owner  perform  it  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  be  indemnified  by  the  occupier 
against  all  expense  thereby  incurred. 
**  (4.)  The  water-race  shall  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Council  or  Board,  who 
may  from  time  to  time  inorease, 
diminish,  or  stop  the  supply  of  water 
therein  as  it  thinks  fit. 
**  5.)  Such  special  order  may  be  rescinded 
by  special  order  as  and  when  the 
Council  or  Board  thinks  fit,  and 
thereupon,  and  until  the  water-race 
is  again  constituted  under  the  pro- 


visions   hereinbefore    contained,   it 
shall  cease  to  be  a  water-race,  and 
the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  tee- 
tion  shall  cease  to  apply." 
Mr.   SBDDON   moved,   in   subsection  (1), 
after  the  word  "may,"  to  add  the  following 
words:   **with  the   written   consent   of  the 
owner." 
Words  added. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  to  strike  oot 
subsection  (8). 

The    Committee    divided  on   the  question, 
"  That  the  subsection  stand  part  of  tbe  Bill." 


Atbs,  24 

. 

Bollard 

Lewis 

Steward 

Brown 

McGuire 

Taylor 

Carson 

MoKensie, 

R.    Thompson,  R. 

Crowther 

Massey 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Hunter 

Monk 

Wright. 

Hutchison,  G. 

Russell 

TeUm. 

Joyce 

Sligo 

Meredith 

Lang 

Stevens 

Moore. 

Lethbridge 

Nobs,  27. 

AUen,  E.  G. 

Larnach 

Parata 

Camcross 

Lawry 

Pirani 

Carroll 

MoGowan 

Seddon 

Flatman 

McLean 

Smith 

McNab 

Symes 

Hall-Jones 

Mills 

Wilson. 

Hogg 

Morrison 

TeUer$. 

Houston 

0*Meara 

Montgomery 

Kaihau 

O'Regan 

Taxmer. 

Kelly 

Paiks 

Fof 

. 

Against 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Ward 

Rolleston 

McKenzie,  J. 

Wason. 

Field. 

Majority  against,  3. 

Subsection  struck  out. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  moved  to  insert  the  word 
(•  or "  between  the  words  **  inorease "  and 
"  diminish,"  in  subsection  (4),  and  the  excision 
of  all  the  words  after  *' diminish,"  with  the 
view  of  inserting  the  words  **  but  shall  not  stop 
the  supply  of  water  to  the  detriment  of  any 
ratepayer  in  such  water-supply  district." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  be  inserted." 


Cadman 
Carroll 
Graham 
Hall-Jones 


Kaihau 
Lawry 

Bollard 

Brown 

Camcross 

Carson 

Crowther 

Hunter 

Hutchison,  G. 


Atss,  19. 
McGowan 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
O'Meara 
Parata 
Seddon 

Noxs,  31. 
Joyce 
Kelly 
Lang 
Larnach 
Lethbridge 
Mackenzie,  M. 
McKenzie,  R. 


Svmes 

Thompson,  R. 
Ward. 

TeUen. 
Allen,  E.  G. 
Flatman. 

McLean 

MoNab 

Meredith 

Monk 

Moore 

0*Regan 

Pirani 
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Ramll 

Tanner 

Sligo 

Taylor 

Tellers 

Smitfa 

Wilson 

Fraser 

Steward 

Wright. 

Massey. 

Majority  against,  12. 

Amendment  negatived.. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIB  moved  a  proviso  to  sub- 
section (4),  as  follows : — 

**  Provided  that,  in  every  case  where  the 
Council  or  Board  increases  the  supply  of  water, 
section  fifteen  hereof  shall  apply  in  like  man- 
ner as  if  the  water-race  were  constructed  or 
maintained  by  the  Council  or  Board." 

Proviso  added. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  S£Dl>ON,  subsec- 
tion \5)  was  struck  out. 

Clause  18,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  19.— **A  Water-supply  Board  shall 
have  power  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  the 
water-supply  district  under  its  control  so  as  to 
take  in  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  any  road  dis- 
trict adjoining  such  water-supply  district,  upon 
and  subject  to  the  conditions  following : — 

**  Upon  a  resolution  favouring  the  taking  of  a 
poll,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  being  passed  by 
the  Water-supply  Board  and  by  the  Road  Board 
of  the  district  wherein  the  area  of  such  pro- 
posed extension  is  situated,  a  poll  of  the  rate- 
pja^ers  within  the  area  of  such  proposed  exten- 
sion shall  be  taken  as  provided  under  *The 
Regulation  of  Local  Elections  Act,  1876.' " 

Mr  FLATMAN  moved  to  insert,  after  the 
word  "  within,*'  the  words  *'  such  water-supply 
district  and." 

Amendment  negatived. 

SirMAURICE  O'ROREE  moved  to  strike  oat 
the  word  **  voting  "  in  the  first  proviso,  and 
insert  the  words  **  taking  of  the  poll " ;  also  the 
addition  of  the  following  words  to  the  first  pro- 
viso, **  and  the  area  of  such  proposed  extension 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  district  within  the 
meaning  and  for  the  purposes  of  such  Act." 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported. 

Mr.  WRIOHT  would  now  ask  the  House  to 
agree  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Qeraldine)  would  not  like  to 
let  this  Bill  pass  without  givmg  his  reasons  in 
Hantard  for  the  objections  he  had  raised  to- 
night. He  assured  the  House  that  it  was  not 
from  any  motive  of  preventing  the  Bill  from 
passing,  but  simply  to  do  lustice  to  other 
water-race  districts  of  the  colony.  He  would 
pot  It  in  this  way:  he  understood  since  he 
moved  the  amendment  in  Committee  that  the 
House  did  not  understand  exactly  what  the 
amendment  meant  at  the  time  the  Bill  was  in 
Oommittee.  He  had  no  diagram  to  show  the 
Boeition  of  the  water-race  districts  which  might 
be  affected.  There  were  water- race  districts 
which  did  not  extend  over  the  whole  county 
area.  The  County  Council  had  control  of  these 
water-race  districts,  and  they  had  raised  money 
onder  the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  to  con- 
■tmot  them.    Now,  the  head-works  which  were 
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constructed  for  a  snecified  district  were  liab(e" 
to  be  maintained  by  that  district  and  that 
district  alone,  it  did  not  matter  how  much 
was  tacked  on  to  them,  and  that  was  his  con- 
tention. He  had  an  objection  to  another 
portion  of  the  county  being  tacked  on  to  an 
original  district,  which  would  undoubtedly  have 
to  pay  for  the  supply  of  water;  but,  if  any- 
thing happened  to  the  head-works,  then  the 
sole  responsibility  and  the  whole  cost  would 
come  upon  the  district  originally  constituted, 
and  the  ratepayers  in  the  original  district 
would  have  to  keep  these  head-works  in  order 
to  supply  the  portion  of  the  district  which  might 
be  tacked  on  to  them.  Therefore  it  was  an 
injustice  that  the  ratepayers  within  the  original 
district  should  have  no  vote  in  saying  whether 
any  other  portion  of  the  district  should  be 
tacked  on  to  them  or  not.  That  portion  of 
the  district  which  proposed  to  be  tacked  on  to 
those  under  the  orifi^nal  scheme  might  pro- 
bably have  refused  to  be  included  in  the 
first  instance,  because  it  did  not  suit  them 
at  the  time.  It  might  have  been  a  wet  season, 
or  they  might  have  said,  **No,  we  will  not 
come  in  under  your  water-race  scheme ;  we 
will  not  allow  our  lands  to  be  included  in  jour 
district;  we  prefer  to  stand  out  altogether." 
Consequently,  it  threw  the  whole  weight  on 
the  contracted  or  original  district  to  provide 
the  means  for  bringing  the  water  upon  their 
own  lands  sufficient  for  their  own  require- 
ments. If  the  season  changed  and  the  dry 
weather  came  they  might  wish  to  be  tacked 
on  to  the  adjoining  district ;  and  if  they  were 
tacked  on  the  original  ratepayers,  who  were 
responsible  to  the  County  Council  —  whose 
lands  were  responsible  for  the  rates  and  cost 
for  the  construction  of  the  head-works — had 
no  power  to  say  whether  their  water  should 
be  confined  within  their  district  or  not,  and 
the  county  could  charge  what  prices  they 
liked  for  the  water-supply  to  the  new-comers. 
That  was  not  fair,  as  the  whole  of  the  existing 
water-races  in  the  original  district  might  have 
to  be  enlarged  to  convey  the  extra  water  needed. 
He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  further  upon 
the  Bill,  because  he  understood  the  honour- 
able member  in  charge  and  the  honourable 
member  who  moved  the  amendment  were 
willing  to  come  to  terms  with  him  upon 
clause  19,  which  he  had  been  disputing.  He 
only  wished  to  say  he  would  not  have  attempted 
to  in  any  way  delay  the  passage  of  this  Bill 
but  that  he  considered  the  water- race  districts 
which  were  already  established  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  were  not  receiving  fair  considera- 
tion under  this  clause.  He  might  also  say  that 
in  the  Geraldine  County  there  were  five  or  six' 
different  water-race  districts  which  were  quite 
independent  of  each  other,  and  which  had  sepa- 
rate rates  struck,  and  which  had  separate  head- 
works  to  supply  themselves,  and  his  contention 
was  in  the  interests  of  those  and  other  districts 
similarly  situated.  The  honourable  member  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  said  his  county  had  control, 
and  had  conveyed  water  over  the  whole  County 
of  Ashburton  under  one  scheme ;  but  that  was 
not  the  case  in  the  Geraldine  County,  and  tVat 
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was  wby  he  had  been  oon tending  that  jastioe 
should  be  done  to  those  who  had  been  the 
originators  of  these  water-raoe  districts.  Thej 
should  not  have  anj  other  portion  of  land 
tacked  on  to  them  unless  thej  were  given  a 
voice  in  the  matter.  The  honourable  member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  himself  to  blame  for 
the  delay  which  had  taken  place  in  consequence 
of  allowing  so  many  amendments  to  be  attached 
to  his  Bill  which  only  affected  other  parts  of 
the  colony,  and  did  not  benefit  his  own  Bill  in 
the  least. 

Mr.  LAWRY  (Pamell)  thought  the  debate  on 
the  Bill  bad  been  of  an  ezcee£ngly  instructive 
character.  It  had  satisfied  him  that  the 
sooner  they  brought  in  a  Local  Government 
Bill  which  would  confer  powers  on  local  bodies 
which  had  been  hitherto  exercised  by  the 
House  the  better  for  the  House  and  for  every 
local  body  in  the  colony.  Being  interested  in 
this  19th  clause,  he  did  not  think  he  would  be 
doing  his  duty  to  those  he  represented  were  he 
not  to  pass  what  mieht  be  termed  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  honourable  member  forOeraldine 
for  generously  withdrawing  his  opposition,  prac- 
tically, to  the  19th  clause.  To  tbe  Manukau 
district,  and  the  Water-supply  Board  especially , 
clause  19  was  of  the  most  vital  importance. 
In  Committee  Mr.  Speckker  had  pointed  out 
the  vast  Importance  it  was  to  the  districts  of 
Onehunga,  Epsom,  part  of  One-tree  Hill,  and 
other  places;  and  if  some  sort  of.  compromise 
were  made  between  Mr.  Speaker,  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  (Mr.  Wright), 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine,  who 
80  earnestly  and  honestly  had  opposed  certain 
proposals  in  the  measure,  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  conferring  a  boon  on  the  water  district 
of  Manukau,  the  importsmce  and  value  of 
which  the  House  could  scarcely  overestimate. 
He  would  point  out  to  honourable  members 
who  were  unaware  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  that  the  Manukau  Water  Board  took  a 
vote  of  the  ratepayers,  who  voted  with  practi- 
cal unanimity  in  favour  of  the  proposal  to  ex- 
tend the  water  to  the  waterless  districts  of 
Epsom,  One-tree  Hill,  and  other  districts.  If 
tbis  clause  19  had  been  blocked  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Geraldine,  who  represented  a 
district  exceptional  in  circumstances,  it  would 
be  disastrous  to  the  district  of  Onehunga,  and 
also  eventually  to  parts  of  that  district  repre- 
sented by  himself.  He  had  nothing  more  to 
say  except  to  thank  the  honourable  member 
for  Geraldine  for  so  generously  withdrawing 
his  opposition  to  clause  19. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  (Eden)  was  pleased  to  find 
that  the  honourable  member  who  had  just  sat 
down  had  avowed  some  interest  in  this  Bill. 
On  a  former  occasion  he  said  he  had  no  interest 
in  the  matter  at  all.  He  had  evidently  awoke 
up  now  to  the  fact  that  the  question  of  pure 
water  from  the  Onehunga  Springs  did  apply  to 
his  district. 

Mr.  LAWRY  said,  on  a  former  occasion  he 
said  that  no  part  of  the  district  he  represented 
was  at  present  within  the  area  of  the  Manukau 
Water  Board. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 
Mr,  Flatman 


TESTATOR'S  FAMILY  PROVISION  OUT 
OP  ESTATE  BILL. 
Mr.    McNAB    (Mataura)  said   this   was   a 
measure  that  need  not  detain  the  House  very 
long  in  discussing  its  provisions.    In  the  first 
place,  it  was  a  short  Bill,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  it  was  not  the  first  time  its  general 
provisions  had  been  discussed  on  the  floor  of 
the  House.    A  somewhat  similar  measure  was 
introduced  last  session  by  the  then  member 
foe  Wellington  City  (Sir  Robert  Stout)  under 
the  name  of  «  The  Limitation  of  the  Powers  of 
Disposition  by  Will  Bill,"  and  when  it  was 
being  discussed  in  the  House  objections  were 
offered  to  its  form  as  it  then  appeared.    Under 
that  Bill  it  was  sought  to  limit  the  power  of 
disposition  which  a  man  had  over  his  estate. 
It   laid    down  the  principle  that  in  connec- 
tion   with    one-half    his    estate   it    was  not 
to  be  put  past  his  wife  or  children;  and  in 
the  discussion  which  took  place  upon  the  Bill 
it  was  pointed  out  by  honourable  members  that 
it  might    work   very  great  hardship.     There 
might  be  a  case,  for  instance,  where  the  hus- 
band and  wife  had  lived  separately  for  many 
years,  where  the  relationship  between  them 
was  very  strained,  and  where  it  would  be  mani- 
festly unjust  that  any  husband  should  be  re- 
quired to  leave  any  fixed  sum  of  money  to  his 
wife   at  his   death.     Then,  again,   the  same 
argument  might  be  applied  to  a  man's  children ; 
and  another  honourable  member  pointed  out 
there  might  be  cases  where  the  children  of  a 
man  were  wealthier  than  the  man  himself,  and 
on  his  death,  if  they  adopted  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  of  1897,  they  might  be  requiring  one 
man   to   leave    a   certain    proportion    of    his 
property  to  another   man  who  was   actually 
weidthier  than  himself,  and  that  would  be  an 
injustice,  and  tbe  Bill  would  not  receive  the  sup- 
port of  this  House  unless  it  made  provision  for 
all  this.    He  was  not  going  to  detain  the  House 
in  giving  histories  or  in  reminding  members  of 
cases  where  any  men  in  particular  had  died 
leaving  in  some  cases  all,  and  in  many  oases  a 
great  deal,  of  their  property  right  past  their 
wives  and  children,  and  leaving  them,  as  com- 
pared with  the  station  in  which  they  had  lived, 
in  a  position  of  comparative  destitution,  and 
perhaps  leaving  the  whole  of  their  large  pro- 
perty to  outside  institutions  or  people.     He  did 
not  object  to  any  person  leaving  a  huge  fortune 
to  some  other  outside  institution.    Let  them 
be  generous  if  they  will,  but  before  they  were 
generous  let  them  be  just,  and  let  them  re- 
member the  wants  of  those  who  were  near  to 
themselves  before  they  went  out  and  left  to 
others.  He  had  carefully  analysed  the  objeotions 
raised  by  honourable  gentlemen  last  year,  and 
admitted  the  justice  of  every  one  of  Uiem,  and 
he  had  sought  by  the  general  provisions  he  had 
brought  down  this  year  to  meet  all  these  objeo- 
tions.    The  way  he  had  done  it  was  not  to 
place  any  limit  on  the  power  of  dispositioii  by 
will,  but  to  say  that  either  a  wife  or  husband 
or  any  child  who  claimed  that  he  or  she  had 
been  left  in  a  position  of  comparative  destitu* 
tion,  taking  into  consideration  the  stalion  oi 
life  in  which  they  had  been,  ooold  go  before  ft 
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•  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Gourfc  and  ask  for  an 

•  x)rder  to  be  made  setting  aside  a  oertain  por- 
tion of  the  deceased   person's   estate  to  pro- 

'^de  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  that 
person  or  persons.  He  had  fitted  it  in  with 
"The  Administration  Act,  1879,'*  which,  as 
>  honourable  members  knew,  as  to  the  property 
'that  a  person  died  possessed  of,  his  execu- 
tors or  flulministrators  were  first  of  all  to  pay 
the  debts,  funeral  and  testamentary  expenses, 
«nd  then  to  hold  the  balance  subject  to  the 
trusts  and  dispositions  of  the  will.  If  this  Bill 
was  passed  in  the  form  in  which  it  was,  or  with 
any  amendments  carrying  out  the  intentions 
•of  the  Bill — and  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 
receive  such  amendments  in  Oommittee— it 
would  come  in  after  the  debts,  funeral  ex- 
penses, and  testamentary  expenses  were  pro- 
'vided  for.  The  effect  would  be  that  the  Court, 
having  satisfied  itself  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
application,  would  make  an  order  with  all  the 
provisions  attached  to  it,  and  that  order  would 
then  secure  a  certain  proportion  of  the  property, 
which,  instead  of  being  subject  to  the  trusts  and 
dispositions  of  the  will  as  it  was  at  the  present 
time,  would  become  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  order,  and  the  balance  of  the  estate  only 
would  become  subject  to  the  trusts  and  dis- 
positions of  the  will.  He  thought  honourable 
members  would  admit  that  the  intentions  of 
the  Bill  met  the  objections  raised  in  the  House 
last  year;  and,  if  it  did  not  meet  those  objec- 
tions to  the  full  extent,  he  would  be  perfectly 
willing  in  Committee  to  accept  any  amend- 
ments which  would  carry  out  the  intentions  of 
the  Bill.  He  submitted  the  measure  for  the 
consideration  of  honourable  members,  feeling 
sure  it  would  meet  with  the  fair- play  and 
justice  which  characterized  the  deliberations  of 
that  Chamber.  He  begged  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  must  congratulate 
the  honourable  member  upon  the  improvements 
made  respecting  the  very  large  question  which 
was  dealt  with  by  this  Bill.  He  was  one  of 
-those  who  previously  opposed  a  measure  which 
dealt  with  this  question,  but  the  objectionable 
proviso  to  which  he  objected  had  been  elimi- 
nated from  this  Bill.  As  far  as  this  matter 
was  concerned,  he  quite  agreed  with  the 
honourable  member  that  there  were  some- 
times very  hard  cases  indeed,  where,  perhaps, 
influenoes  had  been  brought  to  bear,  or  where 
there  was  a  weakening  of  the  mind,  or  where, 
owing  to  feelings  which  should  not  exist,  and 
which  sometimes  dated  back  a  long  time  prior 
to  the  death  of  the  testator,  and  under  circum- 
etanoes  which  at  the  time  might  have  been  to 
-some  extent  justifiable  ;  but,  as  they  all  knew — 
«nd  not  one  more  than  another — many  made 
&  mistake,  and  they  never  anticipated  events 
that  might  happen ;  but  the  old  will  had  been 
allowed  to  remain,  and  death  had  overtaken 
the  parties  vdthout  a  new  will  having  been 
made,  and  grave  injustice  sometimes  happened: 
TThere  had  been  eases  of  this  sort  brought 
under  his  notice,  and  he  felt  sure,  if  things 
had  been  otherwise  ordained,  there  would  have 
i)een  an  alteration.    Now,  this  measure,  in  a 


case  of  that  kind,  would  prevent  what  had  been 
a  great  injustice.  Bub  he  noticed  in  this  Bill — 
probably  it  was  only  a  Committee  objection, 
but  in  Committee  he  thought  they  ought  to 
deal  with  such  cases :  that  where  there  had 
been  a  judicial  separation,  and  where  the 
parties  had  not  been  living  together  for  years, 
— where  there  had  been  a  separation  by 
mutual  consent, — in  a  case  of  that  kind,  he 
did  not  think,  if  it  had  been  by  an  order, 
that  that  should  continue  after  the  death 
of  the  husband;  but  there  might  be  oases 
where  there  were  good  and  sufficient  grounds 
for  the  parties  not  living  together  as  man  and 
wife—where  there  had  been  misconduct,  and  it 
was  the  wife's  fault,  and  where  she  had  in  no 
way  helped  her  husband  to  get  a  property  to- 
gether— he  thought  in  a  case  of  that  kind, 
after  the  husband  was  dead,  she  should  not  be 
allowed  to  claim  upon  the  estate  for  anything. 
She  failed  in  her  duty  as  a  wife,  and  there  had 
been  a  separation  mutually  agreed  upon ;  but 
as  the  Bill  now  stood — the  honourable  member 
would  know  better  than  he  did — it  might  en- 
able the  wife  in  such  a  case  to  claim  upon  the 
estate.  He  eaid  it  would  be  unjust  to  the 
memory  of  the  husband,  and  might  be  to 
others  to  whom  he  had  disposed  of  his  pro- 
perty under  a  will ;  or,  vice  versd,  in  the  case 
of  the  husband  claiming  on  the  deceased  wife's 
estate,  the  husband  should  have  no  claim. 
Hia  thought,  beyond  meeting  such  a  case, 
this  Bill  was  one  which  ought  to  meet  with 
general  approval.  There  might  be,  of  course, 
wills  and  bequests  and  arrangements  made 
which  he  for  one  would  not  interfere  with; 
but  to  meet  cases  that  were  arising  in  their 
everyday  life  he  thought  they  should  do  some- 
thing in  the  direction  indicated.  He  should 
support  the  second  reading,  hoping  that  the 
objections,  or  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  an 
omission  in  the  Bill  itself,  would  be  amended 
in  Committee.  He  should  therefore  support 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  hoped 
when  in  Committee  to  have  it  amended  in  the 
direction  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  LAWRY  (Pamell)  said,  with  the  Pre- 
mier, he  most  heartily  congratulated  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  for  intro- 
ducing a  Bill  of  this  nature.  In  moving  the 
second  reading  the  honourable  gentleman 
rightly  pointed  out  that  the  Bill  was  charac- 
terized by  brevity,  and  any  honourable  gentle- 
man could  see,  also,  that  it  was  very  concise 
and  very  clear  in  its  language,  which  was  a 
most  unusual  thing  to  say  of  a  Bill  prepared 
by  a  lawyer.  He  regretted,  however,  that, 
whilst  he  was  prepared  to  support  the  second 
reading,  the  Bill  did  not  go  far  enough.  The 
Premier  raised  one  objection  which  might  be 
considered  a  Committee  objection  —  namely, 
that  it  should  not  apply  to  a  wife  who  had  a 
judicial  separation  from  her  husband ;  but  he 
could  conoeive  many  cases  where  women  who 
had  judicial  separations  had  children  placed 
in  their  charge,  and  the  husbands  had  con- 
tributed nothing  to  their  support ;  they  were 
handed  over  holus-bolus  to  the  wife.  He  could 
not  rapport  any  measure,  to  be  just,  unless  it  was 
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made  to  apply  to  those  children,  and  he  appre- 
hended the  honourable  gentleman  meant  it 
should,  although  not  so  expressed.  He  was 
sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  put 
a  clause  retroaotive  in  its  operationin  this  Bill. 
He  indicated  in  his  speech  that  there  were  cases 
of  extreme  hardship.  If  he  did  not  enumerate 
those  cases,  he  (Mr.  Lawry)  and  every  member 
for  Auckland  knew  them,  and  he  felt  sure  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  in  future  of  wills  of  such  a  notori- 
ous character  as  those  they  knew  of.  His 
own  impression  was  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  State  to  compel  those  who  had  obtained 
the  money  to  hand  some  of  it  back  to  the 
widow  and  children,  who  were  in  dire  distress. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  in  introducing  the 
Bill,  did  not  tell  them  that  this  Bill  would 
have  no  effect  where  there  was  no  estate — in 
fact,  he  did  not  tell  them  because  it  was  no 
upe  to  tell  them  that  the  thing  must  be  in- 
operative if  there  was  no  estate;  but  where 
thdre  was  an  estate  he  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman's  Bill  made  ample  provision  for  the 
distribution  of  the  estate  amongst  the  testa- 
tor's relatives.  He  thought  the  Bill  should  go 
further  even  than  it  did  in  its  application  to 
husbands,  or  children,  or  wives,  as  the  case 
might  be.  He  thought  it  should  apply  to  blood 
relatives. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— No. 

Mr.  LAWBY  said  an  honourable  member 
said  "No,"  but  he  said  Yes,  and  he  would  give 
a  case  to  illustrate  what  he  meant.  A  man  in 
Auckland,  supposed  to  be  worth  £20,000,  in- 
duced his  brother  and  large  family  to  come  out 
from  the  Old  Country  and  settle  in  New  Zea- 
land. They  had  a  promise  that  they  would  get 
a  piece  of  land ;  but  a  dispute  arose,  and  then 
the  parsons  interfered.  When  the  man  was 
almost  in  a  state  of  imbecility  the  parsons  in- 
duced the  capitalist  to  make  a  will  and  leave 
the  £20,000  to  the  Church,  and  he  did  not  leave 
to  his  brother  enough  money  to  keep  body  and 
soul  together,  and  the  brother  whom  he  brought 
out  to  the  country  virtually  died  broken- 
hearted. He  maintained  that  if  this  capitalist 
had  been  alive,  and  his  relatives  had  been  in 
sore  distress,  the  law  would  -have  stepped  in 
and  compelled  him  to  contribute  towards  the 
support  of  his  brother ;  and  surely,  if  the  law 
compelled  a  man  to  contribute  towards  the  sup- 
port of  his  relatives  when  alive,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  State  to  make  provision  to  take  out  of 
his  estate  some  portion  of  it  for  the  support  of 
his  relations  after  death.  It  was  almost  un- 
necessary for  him  to  go  on  enumerating  a  series 
of  cases.  With  the  principle  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  he  entirely  believed,  and  he  thought 
he  would  obtain  the  plaudits  and  congratula- 
tions of  every  right-thinking  elector  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  New  Zealand.  But 
the  Bill  did  not  go  far  enough.  He  would  give 
another  case  he  knew  of.  There  was  a  man 
married  a  woman  with  a  lot  of  money.  With- 
out any  marriage  settlement  the  whole  of  the 
money  was  handed  over  holus-bolus  to  the 
husband.  After  a  time  the  husband  died,  and 
4t  was  shown  in  the  will  that  he  had  left  every 
Mr,  Lawi'y 


shilling  brought  to  him  by  the  wife  to  a  church.. 
He  said  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  step  in, 
and  by  retroactive  legislation  take  some  of  that 
money  for  the  support  of  the  wife,  whose  money 
it  really  was.  He  would  not  cite  other  oases,, 
but,  as  he  had  already  stated,  he  most  heartily 
supported  the  honourable  gentleman's  Bill,  and 
when  in  Committee  he  would  look  upon  it  as- 
being  his  duty  and  privilege  to  move  certain 
amendments 

Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata)  said  he  also  knew 
of  instances  where  great  wrong  had  been  done 
through  wills  made  which  left  wives  and  chil- 
dren unprovided-for  out  of  the  property  of  the 
testator.  But  the  difficulty  in  legislation  was- 
that,  while  they  made  laudable  effort  to  provide 
for  these  occsisional  instances  of  vnrong-doing,. 
they  might  interfere  to  a  large  extent  with  the- 
right  to  disposition  of  property,  and  to  the 
detriment  of  fair-play  and  justice  to  the  testa- 
tor. Now,  there  was  an  instance  brought  be- 
fore this  House  which  could  not  have  come- 
before  it  but  for  the  remarks  which  had  fallen* 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Parnell.  He 
knew  the  case  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  alluded  to  intimately.  He  knew  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  he  had  not  mentioned— and 
he  would  not  mention  it.  He  knew  him  to 
be  a  most  honourable  and  generous-hearted 
man.  He  was  not  aware  whether  or  not  he 
invited  his  brother  to  come  out  from  the  Old 
Country.  He  only  knew  this:  that  when  his- 
brother  came  out  here  he  supplied  them  gene- 
rously with  means  and  money,  and  gave  them 
most  ample  opportunities  to  improve  their  con- 
dition in  this  country.  His  efforts  in  the  way 
of  helping  these  persons  proved  to  be  futile.- 
He  found  his  means,  which  had  been  earned  by 
himself  in  industry  and  assiduous  toil  and  self- 
denial,  were  simply  being  wasted.  He  made,  by 
disposition  of  his  will,  ample  provision  for  them,, 
excepting  the  case  of  his  brother,  who  had  pre- 
viously received  large  sums  of  money  and  had 
treated  him  in  a  very  thankless  manner ;  but 
his  nephews — that  was,  the  testator's  nephews 
— were  provided  for  to  a  considerable  extent. 
The  amount  of  money  that  was  left  to  the 
church  was  not  as  large  as  was  stated.  No- 
doubt  the  testator  was  justified  in  disposing 
of  his  money  in  any  form  that  he  might  have 
desired,  and  that  he  considered  would  produce 
the  greatest  amount  of  good,  no  matter  whether 
in  the  interest  of  a  community,  or  to  religious- 
bodies,  or  individual  persons.  Now,  that  he 
(Mr.  Monk)  considered  was  quite  a  justifiable 
power  to  be  possessed  by  a  testator.  Supposing, 
that  a  father  knew  that  one  of  his  childrea 
was  absolutely  dissolute  and  intemperate : 
was  it  just  that  he  should  be  denied  the  right 
of  willing  that  property,  which  had  cost  him 
perhaps  a  great  deal  of  labour  and  self-denial, 
into  such  channels,  or  disposing  of  it  in  such  a 
way  as  he  thought  it  would  be  more  fitly  used 
than  by  such  a  person  ?  In  some  cases  it  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  children  to  be  excluded 
from  a  will  if  a  father  was  conscious  that  the 
possession  of  money  would  simply  rescdtin  the 
money  being  wasted  and  used  in  a  dissolute  life» 
and  perhaps,  as  he  bad  known  it  in  some  oaaes^ 
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•only  conduce  to  the  death  or  insanity  of  the 
recipient.  That  was  not  infrequently  the  case, 
«nd  that  was  the  difficulty  about  the  Bill 
before  them.  He  would  like  to  have  had  an 
4imendment  of  this  kind:  that  the  wife  for 
misbehaving  or  for  separation  would  have  no 
olaim  whatever,  and  the  same  way  with  the 
husband.  Let  legislation  apply  equally  with 
legard  to  both  sexes.  He  called  the  attention 
of  the  Premier  last  session  to  a  case  where 
A  man  was  compelled  by  Mr.  Brabant,  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  at  Auckland,  to  pro^ 
^de  10s.  a  week  for  a  woman  who  lived  a 
dissolute  life,  and  had  been  separated  from 
him  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  hard- 
working man,  never  perhaps  receiving  more 
4han  &  a  week,  and  when  she  found  he  had 
-saved  a  little  money  she  made  a  claim  upon 
him.  The  case  was  first  heard  before  Stipend- 
iary Magistrate  Northcroft,  who  considered 
it  so  absurd  that  he  would  not  entertain  the 
claim  and  dismissed  the  case.  Sometime 
after  she  brought  the  case  before  another 
^Stipendiary  Magistrate— the  present  one— and 
she  got  judgment,  giving  her  a  claim  upon 
this  poor  man  of  10s.  a  week.  Now,  he  did 
think  that  was  a  case  of  excessive  hardship — 
of  such  gross  wrong  that  he  felt  distrustful  of  a 
measure  of  this  kind,  for  fear,  no  matter  how 
well-disposed  Judges  might  be,  and  how  care- 
fully they  investigated  the  cases,  that  a  similar 
wrong  might  be  inflicted  upon  some  property 
disposition  under  a  deceased  person's  will  ; 
and  he  hoped  when  the  Bill  came  before  the 
Oommittee  amendmento  would  be  introduced 
in  the  direction  he  had  suggested.  Wrong- 
doing on  the  part  of  either  nusband  or  wife, 
•dissolute  life,  notoriously  dissolute  and  intem- 
perate life  on  the  part  of  children,  should  be 
a  sufficient  justification  for  excluding  those 
persons  from  being  beneficiaries  under  the  will 
of  a  deceased  person. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Ohristchurch  City)  said  he 
-supported  this  Bill,  as  he  thought  it  was 
necessary  that  some  limitation  should  be 
placed  on  the  power  of  disposition  of  a  de- 
ceased person's  estate.  He  did  not  intend 
to  refer  to  the  case  quoted  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Parnell,  though  he  had  some 
•knowledge  of  it.  The  honourable  member  toi^ 
IVaitemata  had  already  dealt  with  it.  He 
full^  agreed  with  the  last  speaker,  that  some 
limitation  must  be  made  in  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill,  but  not  in  the  direction  indicated 
by  the  honourable  gentleman ;  because  if  they 
■were  to  specify  particular  cases  they  would 
get  into  dangerous  ground,  and  might  limit 
the  discretion  of  the  Judges  on  other  grounds. 
He  would  rather  suggest  that  in  Committee 
An  amendment  should  be  made  giving  the 
Supreme  Court  full  discretionary  power,  and 
ma^ng  it  quite  plain  that  the  Court  had  the 
^wer  either  to  make  or  refuse  an  order  upon 
taking  into  consideration  all  the  circumstances 
of  each  individual  case  and  application.  Then, 
so  far  as  the  claims  that  might  be  made  by 
wife  or  husband  were  concerned,  he  thought 
that  also  ought  to  be  limited.  For  instance,  if 
sa  man  died  and  left  a  widow,  in  the  case  of  his 


widow  remarrying  he  did  not  think  she  should 
continue  to  have  a  claim  upon  the  estate.  In 
the  same  way,  if  a  woman  died  and  after  the 
lapse  of  time  the  husband  remarried,  he  did 
not  think  in  that  case  the  husband  should  have 
a  claim  upon  the  estate.  With  one  or  two  ver- 
bal amendments,  which  he  had  indicated,  he 
thought  the  measure  would  be  a  workable  one, 
and  one  that  would  commend  itself  to  the  ap- 
proval of  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SYMES  (Egmont)  said  he  quite  agreed 
with  many  of  the  utterances  that  had  fallen 
from  honourable  members  who  had  preceded 
him,  and  one  particular  matter  which  struck 
him  was  that  the  Supreme  Court  or  the  Dis- 
trict Court  should  be  added :  but  that  was  a 
Committee  objection.  He  did  not  quite  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  who  had  im- 
mediately preceded  him,  but  thought  he  had 
taken  a  very  narrow  view  of  the  subject,  as 
to  the  husband  or  wife  marrying  again.  He 
thought  it  might  well  be  left  to  the  Court  to 
decide  where  a  judicial  separation  had  been 
given.  In  that  case  the  Court  could  decide 
quite  easily.  With  the  honourable  member 
for  Parnell,  he  did  not  consider  this  Bill  went 
quite  far  enough.  There  was  another  matter 
he  would  like  to  have  explained  by  the  honour- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  He  desired 
to  know  whether  this  Bill  would  in  any  way 
clash  with  the  Family  Homes  Protection  Act. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  not  told  them 
anything  at  all  about  that,  but  had  told  them 
about  some  other  Act  that  this  Bill  was  to  run 
on  all-fours  with.  He  did  not  mean  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House,  as  he  considered  it  was 
very  necessary  that  some  measure  of  this  kind 
should  be  passed,  and  the  wonder  to  him  was 
that  it  had  not  been  taken  up  by  the  House 
before.  It  was  a  very  great  hardship,  and  he 
thought  in  many  cases  a  sin,  when  the  hus- 
band left  the  whole  of  his  property  away  from 
his  family,  and  in  some  cases  he  had  known 
a  family  thrown  on  the  Charitable  Aid  Boards 
of  the  colony.  He  thought  the  honourable 
member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  was  to  be  con- 
gratulated, and  he  felt  certain  he  would  have 
the  thanks  of  the  whole  country  for  intro- 
ducing this  very  necessary  and  important 
measure.  He  had  much  pleasure  in  support- 
ing the  Bill. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  (Marsden)  said,  in  pas- 
sing a  Bill  like  this  it  would  be  necessary  to 
be  very  careful  to  put  in  sufficient  safeguards, 
or  they  mighc  find  that  nearly  every  will  that 
was  made  would  be  contested  and  opposed  in 
the  Supreme  Court.  It  was  proposed  to  put  in 
a  clause  saying,  *'  If  any  person  dies  leaving 
a  will,  without  making  due  provision  for  the 
maintenance,"  and  so  forth.  Now,  it  might 
happen  that  a  person  in  making  a  will  might 
give  a  much  larger  portion  of  his  estate  to  one 
member  of  the  family  than  to  another,  and 
the  testator  might  have  very  good  reasons  for 
doing  so.  Very  well ;  the  person  who  got  the 
smallest  moiety  might  then  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  with  the  result  that  half  the 
estate,  or  perhaps  more,  might  be  swallowed 
up  in  legal  expenses.    He  was  sure  the  honour- 
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able  gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  had  no 
desire  to  bring  about  such  a  state  of  things  as 
that,  and  it  might  be  necessary  in  Committee 
to  insert  sufficient  safeguards  to  prevent  any- 
thing of  that  kiud  arising.  If  not,  he  was 
afraid  that  if  the  Bill  beoame  law  it  would  do 
more  mischief  than  good. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  (Mioister  of  Lands)  had 
no  doubt  as  to  the  good  intentions  of  the 
honourable  member  Introducing  the  Bill.  A 
number  of  members  also  looked  favourably  on 
the  measure,  but  all  who  had  spoken  had  viewed 
the  question  from  about  the  same  standpoint, 
and  he  wished  now  to  bring  before  the  House 
another  phase  of  the  matter.  There  were  oases, 
no  doubt,  in  which  persons  died  leaving  wills 
that  deprived  some  people  of  a  share  of  the 
worldly  goods  that  were  left ;  but  there  were 
also  cases  in  which,  say,  sons  who  were  not  able 
to  keep  a  pound  in  their  pockets  for  twenty- 
four  hours  were  the  parties  so  dealt  with,  and 
if  a  father  was  called  upon  to  make  provision 
for  a  son  of  that  character  beyond  what  was 
just  sufficient  to  keep  him,  a  great  injustice 
might  be  done  to  the  remainder  of  the 
faxnily.  The  son  might  be  a  reprobate,  and 
after  the  father  died  this  son  might  get  the 
assistance  of  an  unscrupulous  lawyer  to  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  under  this  Bill,  with  the 
result  that  the  estate  would  soon  be  squandered 
by  that  son ;  whereas  the  rest  of  the  family, 
who  had  perhaps  assisted  to  build  it>up  and  to 
keep  it  together,  would  get  no  benefit  from  it. 
If  there  was  sufficient  money  in  the  estate  to 
provide  a  living  for  the  son  he  should  get  it, 
but  he  should  not  get  all  the  money  if  there 
was  a  likelihood  of  his  squandering  it.  Of 
course,  every  man,  if  he  bad  the  means,  should 
provide  for  his  family,  so  that  after  his  death 
they  would  not  become  a  burden  on  the  State. 
His  opinion  was,  then,  that,  unless  the  Bill  was 
amended  in  Committee  to  prevent  an  estate 

Soiug  to  a  person  who  would  waste  it,  a  great 
eal  of  injustice  would  be  done. 
11  30  ^^'  ^^cL^'^^  (Napier),  as  one  of 
'  those  who  opposed  a  somewhat  similar 
measure  to  this  last  year,  said  he  would  like 
to  agree  with  the  honourable  member  who  had 
just  sat  down.  He  thought  a  little  Scotch 
caution  was  necessary  before  they  rushed  into 
such  a  radical  change  in  the  law  in  connection 
with  bequests  of  property,  seeing  that  the 
present  law  had  been  in  existence  so  many 
years.  Of  course,  there  was  a  good  deal  to  be 
said  against  those  who,  contrary  to  humane 
instincts,  made  no  provision  for  their  family  ; 
but  there  might  be  cases  in  which  it  would 
not  be  by  any  means  desirable  that  a  tes- 
tator's disposition  of  his  property  should  be 
interfered  with,  even  by  a  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court;  because  it  by  no  means  neces- 
sarily followed  that  a  Judge  of  the  Court 
would  know  all  the  circumstances  and  the 
surroundings  and  history  of  the  family,  and 
the  reason  which  led  the  testator  to  pass  over 
members  of  his  family.  He  would  not  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  because  he 
thought  it  was  a  fairer  measure  than  the  Bill 
introduced  by  Sir  Robert  Stout  last  session, 
Mr.  B.  T9wmp9on 


which  made  it  obligatory  on  the  testator  to 
make  a  certain  disposition  of  his  property.  In 
this  case  it  left  it  until  after  his  death,  and 
to  the  Supreme  Court;  and,  therefore,  while - 
not  opposing  the  second  reading,  it  would 
be  clearly  necessary  to  make  some  amend- 
ment and  provide  some  safeguard  in  the 
measure,  otherwise  it  might  follow  that 
more  injustice  might  be  done  than  justice. 
Any  interference  with  a  very  lai^e  and  wide 
custom  required  care  before  entering  into  Buob 
a  great  change,  though  superficially  it  might 
appear  a  desirable  thing  to  make  some  altera- 
tion. As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  supposed  that  in 
ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  huudred,  persons  in> 
disposing  of  their  property  had  regard  to  those 
dependent  on  them,  and  It  was  only  in  excep- 
tional cases  where  the  testators  did  not  do- 
justice  to  those  who  were  dependent  upon 
them  ;  and  it  was  a  moot  point  whether  it< 
was  altogether  such  a  desirable  thing,  though 
there  were  exceptional  cases,  to  make  such  a 
change  in  the  law  as  was  really  contemplated  > 
by  this  measure. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton)  said  this  measure 
was  one,  he  thought,  of  considerable  importance, 
inasmuch  as  at  present  there  was  no  provision 
for  compelling  people  possessed  of  property  to- 
make  sufficient  provision  for  those  they  left  be- 
hix>d  them.  It  was  quite  competent  now  for  a 
man  to  leave  the  whole  of  his  estate,  no  matter 
how  wealthy  he  might  be,  to  a  charitable  insti- 
tution, to  a  church,  or  perhaps  to  some  national 
purpose,  and  to  leave  his  wife  and  family  abso- 
lutely destitute.  It  was  quite  true  that  oases  > 
of  the  kind  were  rare,  but  they  knew  very  well 
that  in  New  Zealand,  and,  he  believed,  not  very 
far  away  from  that  Assembly,  oases  had  occurred- 
of  this  kind,  and  up  to  recent  years.  Now,  see- 
ing that  in  other  parts  of  the  world  provision 
was  made  by  law  that  the  family  should  not  be 
left  destitute  at  the  mere  whim  of  the  testator,- 
he  thought  we  were  rather  behind  the  times. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— What  part  of  the  world 
do  you  refer  to  ? 

Mr.  HOGG. — In  Scotland,  and  in  many  other 
parts  of  the  world,  except  England  and  Ireland. 
In  nearly  every  other  country  in  the  civilised 
world  some  provision  of  the  kind  was  made, 
jdid  it  reflected  very  little  credit  on  the  nature 
of  our  legislation  that  the  necessity  for  a  law 
of  this  nature  had  up  to  the  present  been  over- 
looked. A  year  or  two  ago  he  supported  a 
somewhat  similar  measure  introduced  by  Sir 
Kobert  Stout,  and  he  was  astonished  and  much 
regretted  the  opposition  it  met,  seeing  it  was* 
founded  upon  absolute  justice.  For  his  part^ 
he  could  not  see  on  what  ground  the  action  of 
any  one  could  be  defended  who  disregarded  hie 
responsibilities,  and  made  no  adequate  pro- 
vision for  his  family  although  the  power  was 
within  his  reach.  Was  it  not  a  most  flagrant 
anomaly  that  a  man,  the  head  of  a  family, 
should  be  compelled  to  provide  for  his  wife  and 
family  while  he  was  alive,  but  dying  and  leav- 
ing plenty  of  property  beliind  him  it  was  left 
to  himself  to  determine  whether  that  provision 
should  be  continued  ?  Directly  he  died  his  wife 
and  family  were  cast  upon  charity,  and  thua 
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beoame  a  burden  apon  sooiety.  There  was  no 
doubfc  it  was  an  abnse  that  shonld  no  longer  be 
tolerated.  In  many  instances,  in  the  country, 
for  example,  to  quote  a  familiar  saying,  **  The 
grey  mare  was  the  better  horse."  Taike  the 
wife  of  the  average  farmer :  did  she  always  do 
the  least  share  of  the  work  ?  Even  if  she  only 
attended  to  her  domestic  duties  she  had  a  very 
large  share  of  the  work  to  perform.  And  how 
often  did  they  not  find  her  attending  to  the 
dairy,  milking  the  cows,  making  the  butter, 
and,  in  brief,  helping  to  make  the  money  ?  In 
many  oases  she  had  the  most  responsible  part 
of  the  work  to  perform.  It  might  happen  that 
even  a  woman  of  that  thrifty  description  was 
married  to  a  man  something  like  the  one  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  had  described  when 
he  referred  to  the  son  who  was  dissolute,  dissi- 
pated, and  improvident.  She  might  have  mar- 
ried a  careless  husband  whom  she  could  not 
trust,  who  would  knock  down  every  penny  that 
he  had ;  and  yet  that  man  had  the  right  to 
dispossess  her  of  the  very  property  she  had 
been  the  means  of  acquiring.  He  knew  in- 
stances himself  at  the  present  time  where  in 
all  probability,  if  the  husband  died^  the  wife 
would  be  cruelly  disinherited  of  the  property 
she  had  helped  her  husband  to  acquire.  So 
far  from  cases  of  that  kind  being  very  rare,  he 
supposed  there  was  not  a  member  of  that 
House  who  was  not  aware  of  such  cases. 
The  same  thing  applied  also  to  the  hus- 
band :  the  husband  had  a  perfect  right  to  be 
protected  in  a  similar  manner  against  the.  un- 
thriftiness  or  unnatural  disposition  of  his  wife. 
The  family  had  a  right  to  be  protected ;  and 
with  regard  to  litigation,  he  considered  this 
legislation  was  less  likely  to  promote  litigation 
than  to  prevent  it.  He  was  sorry  to  see  that 
reference  was  necessary  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
He  would  like  if  that  could  be  avoided,  and 
hoped  to  see  the  Bill  altered  in  Committee. 
He  failed  to  see  why  the  Supreme  Court  was 
so  frequently  invoked. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb.— Make  it  the  Governor  in 
Council. 

Mr.  HOGG  thought  that  would  be  just  as  bad. 
But  why  was  the  Supreme  Court  so  frequently 
occupied  vrith  contested  wills?  Was  it  not 
because  no  proper  provision  could  be  enforced 
on  behalf  of  the  family  during  the  testator's 
lifetime  ?  Was  it  not  due  to  the  fact  that  he 
oonld  set  aside  his  natural  obligations?  and 
consequently  when  he  died  there  was  a  scandal 
of  an  unseemly  character.  Sometimes  there 
were  wills  of  such  an  outrageous  character  that 
when  they  came  to  be  inspected  the  mental 
condition  of  the  testator  had  to  be  inquired 
into.  How  often  did  it  happen  that  the  larger 
portion  of  a  pro|>erty  was  dissipated  in  expenses 
incurred  in  inquiring  into  the  mental  condition 
of  the  testator.  The  reason  so  much  money 
was  spent  in  litigation  was  the  absence  of 
proper  control,  because  there  was  no  law  com- 
pelling the  testator  to  evenly  divide  his  pro- 
perty among  his  family.  With  regard  to  the 
liinister  of  Lands'  remark  vrith  respect  to  a 
dissipated  son— or  it  might  be  a  daughter,  or 
wife— ample  provision  might  be  made  for  that. 


There  was  no  reason  why  the  property  should 
be  handed  over  to  them  at  once :  it  could  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  and  it  would 
afford  great  relief  if  it  prevented  the  improvi- 
dent from  becoming  a  burden  on  ohaiitable 
institutions.  Although  the  Bill  travelled  in 
the  right  direction,  it  did  not  go  so  far  as  he 
would  like.  He  was  in  favour  of  the  Bill  in- 
troduced by  Sir  Bobert  Stout ;  he  did  not  think 
that  Bill  went  by  any  means  too  far.  Had  it 
been  placed  on  the  statute-book  it  would  have 
been  the  means  of  bringing  about  a  fair  dispo- 
sition of  every  property.  He  considered  that 
after  the  State  had  taken  what  it  thought 
reasonable  in  the  way  of  death  duties  the 
rest  of  an  estate  should  be  evenly  divided 
amongst  the  surviving  relatives.  The  tes- 
tator should  not  exercise  any  undue  con- 
trol over  what  he  left — its  division  should  be 
founded  on  justice.  If  he  was  responsible  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  wife  and  family— and 
to  some  extent  his  poorer  relatives,  should  he 
be  a  wealthy  individual— there  was  no  reason 
why  that  responsibility  should  entirely  cease 
as  soon  as  the  man  died.  The  property  should 
be  used  for  maintaining  those  in  whose  in- 
terests it  had  been  used  during  the  period  of 
the  testator's  life.  He  trusted  the  Bill  would 
be  passed  by  the  House,  and  he  must  compli- 
ment the  honourable  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced it.  It  was  really  a  step  in  the  right 
direction ;  and,  although  he  would  like  to  see 
it  go  much  further,  he  welcomed  it  as  an  in- 
stalment of  a  much-needed  reform 

Mr.  KELLY  (Invercargill)  said,  when  Sir 
Bobert  Stout  introduced  his  Bill  last  year 
it  was  very  keenly  debated,  especially  on  the 
clause  which  proposed  to  prevent  any  man  from 
willing  away  his  property  to  any  person  he 
might  think  fit.  On  this  point  there  had  been 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  and  difference  of 
opinion  amongst  members.  But,  as  had  been 
said,  this  clause  had  been  eliminated  from  the 
Bill,  and  therefore  all  the  objections  that 
applied  to  the  Bill  of  Sir  Bobert  Stout  were 
done  away  with  in  the  Bill  now  under  dis- 
cussion. The  honourable  member  for  Pamell, 
in  speaking  on  this  Bill,  quoted  several  cases 
of  hardship  that  he  knew  of  which  had  occurred 
in  Auckland.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Kelly)  ventured  to 
say  there  was  not  a  single  member  of  that 
House  but  could  quote  a  very  large  number 
of  instances  where  great  hardship  had  been 
inflicted  upon  widows  and  children,  who  had 
been  left  in  some  cases,  to  his  knowledge, 
almost  destitute  through  the  money  that  should 
have  come  to  them  being  willed  away  unfairly 
to  others  who  had  no  need  whatever  of  it.  He 
dared  say  that  some  honourable  members  recol- 
lected that  only  a  few  weeks  ago  a  very  bad 
case  had  happened  in  some  part  of  Australia, 
where  a  gentleman  had  left  upwards  of  £100,000 
to  the  Church,  leaving  his  widew  with  some- 
thing like  £1  a  week  to  live  upon.  This  was  a. 
very  hard  case  indeed,  and  cases  like  that 
would  be  entirely  prevented  by  the  operation 
of  this  measure.  He  was  sure  every  member 
of  the  House  would  congratulate  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura  for  introducing  a 
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measure  of  this  kind  in  such  a  form  as  would 
meet  with  the  almost  onanimoas  approval  of 
the  House.  As  for  the  hundreds  of  people  w1)o 
had  suffered  in  the  past,  of  course  they  could 
get  no  redress ;  hut,  at  any  rate,  the  Bill  would 
prevent  thousands  of  oases  of  hardship  oocur- 
ring  in  the  future. 

Mr.  OROWTHER  (Auckland  City)  said  it 
was  the  easiest  matter  in  life  for  them  to  ad- 
vise one  another  what  to  do  with  money  when 
they  had  got  it ;  but  what  a  very  hard  matter 
it  was  to  advise  one  another  how  to  get  it.  All 
the  cases  they  had  had  quoted  that  night  had 
two  sides.  The  case  alluded  to  by  the  honour- 
ahle  member  for  Parnell  had  got  two  sides  to 
it  heyond  a  doubt.  To  do  other  than  what  was 
done  in  one  or  more  cases,  at  any  rate,  would 
have  been  worse  than  throwing  the  money 
away.  He  had  a  case  in  his  mind,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  and  the  honourable  member  for  Par- 
nell knew  it  well,  where  a  particular  friend 
of  his  (Mr.  Crowther's)  had  died,  leaving  his 
wife  and  nephew  administrators.  It  was 
known  there  was  money  left  to  them;  and 
there  was  a  family,  and  in  this  family  there 
were  some  sons.  These  sons,  getting  to  know 
what  the  estate  was  worth,  made  up  their 
minds  at  once  that  there  was  no  more  necessity 
for  them  to  earn  any  money :  there  was  plenty 
for  them  to  live  upon.  It  was  very  possible,  and 
very  probable  indeed,  if  this  man  had  died 
leaving  lust  enough  to  bury  himself,  these  sons 
might  have  been  respectable,  hard-working 
artisans.  They  were  not  such  now.  They 
were  still  living  on  the  income,  earning  no- 
thing. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Quite  right. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  It  was  quite  wrong. 
Nothing  oonld  be  a  greater  wrong  than  to 
spoil  our  young  people  by  leaving  them  money 
to  squander.  It  was  ruination  to  a  great  many 
of  our  young  people  if  we  did  not  teach  them 
a  trade,  and  teach  them  to  do  what  we  had 
done  before  them  in  order  to  get  the  money ; 
we  ought  to  do  so.  It  was  very  nice  for  these 
bachelor  members  of  the  House  to  intro- 
duce these  Bills.  They  had  no  ezpehenoe. 
Let  them  marry,  then,  and  after  they  had 
done  that  they  would  know  very  much  more 
about  it.  It  was  his  opinion  that  these  one- 
clause  Bills  were  often  very  dangerous.  He 
would  much  rather  see  this  Bill  divided  into 
sections,  so  that  honourable  members  would  be 
able  to  analyse  it  and  pass  their  opinion  upon 
it,  and  not  have  to  swallow  it,  so  to  speak,  in 
one  act.  Again,  he  said,  there  were  two  sides 
to  this  question :  It  was  the  easiest  thing  in  life 
to  will  away  money,  and  it  was  the  easiest 
matter  for  others  to  live  to  see  it  squandered — 
to  see  how  foolish  people  were  generally  into 
whose  lap  money  was  thrown  in  that  manner. 
They  dia  not  earn  it ;  they  did  not  know  the 
necessity  of  taking  care  of  it,  because  they  had 
not  had  the  earning  of  it.  If  they  had  had  to 
earn  it  bit  by  bit  they  would  be  more  careful 
with  it.  One  shilling  of  their  own  earned 
money  would  go  as  far  as  a  pound  left  to  them 
in  the  manner  this  Bill  contemplated.  He  was 
not  like  the  honourable  member  for  Maeterton. 
Mr.  KeUy 


He  did  not  wish  to  see  this  Bill  nnanimoosly 
passed.  He  wanted  to  see  it  made  workable 
and  aooeptable,  so  that  it  should  do  no  injury 
to  any  one. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON  (Wellington  Oity) 
would  not  detain  the  House  many  minutes 
at  that  late  hour,  but  since  the  honourable 
member  for  Parnell  had  spoken  he  had  not 
heard  a  single  member  who  appeared  to  him 
to  grasp  the  meaning  of  the  Bill.  We  were 
devising  an  old-age  pensions  scheme  and  other 
beneficent  schemes  to  reduce  the  charge  on 
our  charitable  aid,  and  here  was  a  measure 
that  proposed  to  do  nothing  else  than  to  save 
the  State  from  having  the  maintenance  of 
disinherited  persons,  and  some  members  dig* 
covered  in  the  Bill  some  diabolical  plot  to 
burst  up  hard-earned  estates.  The  Bill  said, 
"Should  any  person  die  leaving  a  will,  and- 
without  making  therein  due  provision  for  the 
maintenance  and  support,"  et  cetera.  What 
was  the  meaning  of  the  term  "  maintenance 
and  support"?  Was  there  anything  in  the 
Bill  to  lead  any  one  to  believe  that  there 
was  a  ground  for  costly  litigation,  and 
an  attempt  to  set  aside  the  will  of  a  deceased 
person  7  He  submitted  there  was  not.  It 
WEis  a  question  whether  the  State  or  the  estate 
should  provide  the  food  and  clothing  required 
by  these  persons.  There  was  no  such  thing  as 
allowing  a  dissolute  son  or  a  dissipated  vrifa 
or  daughter  to  claim  a  full  share.  He  opposed 
the  Bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Robert  Stout  last 
session  because  it  did  propose  to  divide  up  the 
estate.  This  Bill  did  no  such  thing.  This  Bill 
would  free  the  State  from  the  maintenance  of 
some  dissolute  persons.  To  hear  some  honour- 
able members  draw  pictures  of  particular 
instances  that  had  come  within  their  own 
knowledge  caused  them  to  wax  indignant  at 
many  wrongs  that  had  been  done.  Every 
member  of  that  House  could  quote  similar 
instances.  Every  member  must  be  familiar 
with  that  notorious  case  in  Victoria — the 
Grotty  case — where  the  Ghureh  had  actually 
to  restore  to  the  unfortunate  widow  sufficient 
to  keep  her  alive.  These  were  instances  that 
caused  members  to  become  very  indignant,  and 
if  this  Bill  proposed  to  do  anything  of  the  kind 
he  should  oppose  it;  but  this  Bill  compelled 
the  estate  to  maintain  and  support.  Surely 
there  was  a  technical  limitation  to  these  words. 
It  did  not  mean  that  chey  should  have  a  quota 
of  an  estate.  There  were  cases  where  a  profli- 
gate son,  a  *'  ne'er-do-weell,"  came  in,  and  if 
this  Bill  afforded  him  such  facilities  as  to  con- 
test a  will  in  Gourt  and  get  a  quota  he  should 
oppose  it ;  but  the  Bill  said  the  estate  should 
keep  these  people,  not  the  State.  He  could 
not  understand  why  members  waxed  so  indig- 
nant over  a  Bill  which  m&de  such  a  proposition. 
He  should  support  the  Bill  as  much  as  he 
could,  and  he  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  (Motueka)  was  rather 
amused  and  somewhat  surprised  at  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  Gity,  who  repre- 
sented, or  he  was  supposed  to  represent,  the 
democracy,  the  working-men,  in  that  Houac. 
What  was  this  Bill  ?    It  was  a  lawyer's  BUi, 
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inirodaoecl  by  &  lawyer.  Here  was  a  Bill 
^▼iog  facilities  to  apply  to  the  Supreme  Court 
on  the  amallest  teohnioality.  The  houoorable 
member  referred  to  the  Bill  brought  in  by  Sir 
Bobert  Stout.  They  had  a  Bill  almost  similar 
to  this  on  the  statute-book  already  — the 
Pamily  Homes  Protection  Act.  Under  that 
Act  a  family  home  was  provided  for  to  the 
■extent  of  £1,500,  and  if  a  father  or  mother 
died  they  could  leave  a  registered  family  a 
home  to  the  extent  of  £1,500.  He  thought 
it  was  a  very  good  thing  that  opportunities 
should  be  given  for  the  distribution  of  wealth. 
If  it  were  not  for  what  this  Bill  tried  to 
prevent  they  should  never  have  had  the 
Oostley  Home  in  Auckland.  There  were  cases 
in  this  colony,  in  Australia,  and  throughout 
the  world  generally  of  a  similar  kind.  They 
had  contested  wills  in  this  colony  every  day  of 
the  week,  at  every  sitting  of  the  Supreme 
Oourt.  What  did  this  Bill  mean  ?  It  simply 
made  food  for  lawyers,  and  afforded  opportuitles 
for  lawyers  to  go  and  contest  wills.  This  Bill 
ought  to  be  called  a  Lawyers'  Employment 
Bill.  It  was  not  a  Bill  in  the  interests  of  the 
oonmiunity  at  all.  It  was  a  Bill  to  rob  the 
oommunity — to  rob  widows  and  orphans — and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  never  permit  a 
vicious  Bill  like  this  to  pass  to  the  statute- 
book.  The  Family  Homes  Act  was  put  on  the 
statute-book  by  probably  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  in  the  colony,  a  gentleman  who  they 
knew  did  a  good  deal  for  social  reform.  They 
could  trust  him  to  do  what  he  considered  best 
in  the  interest  of  the  community  on  this 
social  question.  He  was  somewhat  amused 
«nd  annoyed  when  listening  to  the  honour- 
able  member  for  Masterton  on  Scotch  law. 

12  0  ^^y*  ^^®  honourable  member  for 
*  '  Masterton  was  a  Scotchman,  but  he 
knew  no  more  about  Scotch  law,  so  far  as  this 
question  was  concerned,  than  the  paper  he  held 
in  his  hand  did.  He  was  quite  sure  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City — if 
he  might  use  the  term — was  even  still  more 
ignorant  of  Scotch  law,  so  far  as  this  ques- 
tion was  concerned,  than  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton.  Now,  coming  to  the 
honourable  member  whose  name  was  at  the 
head  of  this  Bill,  he  was  a  lawyer  and  a 
Scotchman,  he  believed,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  might  be  credited  with  knowing 
something  of  common  law,  but  he  doubted  his 
knowledge  of  Scotch  law  on  this  subject.  The 
Scotoh  law  was  very  clear ;  it  was  a  law  they 
oould  not  very  well  get  behind.  It  was  what 
might  be  briefly  called  the  law  of  oonmion-sense. 
The  law  of  Scotland  provided  that  the  father 
of  a  family  must  make  provision  for  that 
family  if  he  had  anything  to  provide  for  them. 
He  hoped  chat  this  House  would  never  go  and 
disgrace  the  statute-book  with  a  measure  of 
the  kind  now  before  them. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  said,  notwith- 
standing  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  had  just  sat  down,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  this  measure,  if  placed  on  the  statute- 
book,  would  not  only  be  not  a  disgrace  to  it, 
but  a  credit  to  the  statute-book  and  to  the 


honourable  member  who  introduced  it.  Un- 
questionably  there  was  an  anomaly  in  the 
law  as  at  present  existing,  in  that,  although 
while  a  man  was  alive,  if  he  did  not  moke 
proper  provision  for  his  wife  and  family,  that 
wife  and  family  could  go  the  Courts  and  com- 
pel proper  provision  to  be  made,  yet  if  a  man 
died,  no  matter  how  wealthy  he  might  be,  he 
could  leave  the  whole  of  his  property  in  such  a 
way  that  his  wife  and  family  might  be  left 
without  the  means  of  maintenance  and  sup- 
port. Now,  he  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's Bill  did  not  intend  to  go  any  further 
than  to  compel  that  the  widow  and  children 
should  be  maintained.  It  was  true  that  the 
second  line  of  subsection  (2)  might  lead,  per- 
haps, to  some  misunderstanding.  It  had  evi- 
dently done  so  in  this  debate  by  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  phrased,  and  he  was  glad  to  see 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  following 
him.    It  read  thus : — 

**  Should  any  person  die  leaving  a  will,  and 
without  making  therein  due  provision  for  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  nis  or  her  wife, 
husband,  or  children,  the  Supreme  Court  may, 
on  application  made  to  it  by  or  on  behalf  of 
the  said  wife,  husband,  or  children,  order  that 
such  provision  as  to  the  said  Court  shcJl  seem 
fit  shall  be  made  out  of  the  estate  of  the  said 
deceased  person  for  the  maintenance  and  sup- 
port of  his  or  her  said  wife,  husband,  or  child- 
ren." 

Now,  it  was  pointed  out  by  some  honourable 
member— he  forgot  whom— that,  even  though 
the  testator  might  have  left  a  very  considerable 
sum  either  to  the  wife  or  to  the  children,  they 
might  not  consider  that  that  sum  was  proper 
provision,  and  might  take  the  matter  into 
Court.  Now,  if  he  was  right  in  his  interpreta- 
tion of  the  opening  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  the  honourable 
gentleman  only  wished  to  enact  that  the . 
right  to  go  into  Court  in  this  matter  should 
only  exist  in  cases  where  there  was  no  main- 
tenance or  support.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man would  carry  that  intention  into  effect 
if  he  would  accept  this  slight  amendment: 
If  he  struck  out  the  word  '*  due,"  and  inserted, 
after  the  word  '* provision,"  the  word  "suffi- 
cient." The  clause  would  then  read,  **  Should 
any  person  die  leaving  a  will,  and  without 
making  therein  provision  sufficient  for  the  main- 
tenance and  support,"  and  so  on.  He  thought 
that  would  carry  out  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  wished.  Then,  another  objection 
was  made  by  several  members— that  it  would 
not  do  to  render  it  incumbent  upon  the  Court 
to  grant  applications  of  this  kind  irrespective 
of  the  conduct  of  the  person  applying.  Well, 
that  was  a  very  good  ground  of  objection,  and 
he  did  not  think  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura,  in  drafting  the  Bill,  intended  other 
than  that  the  Court  should  have  absolute 
discretionary  power,  because  he  saw  the 
honourable  member  said,  **The  Court  may 
order,"  and  so  on;  but  in  order  to  do 
away  with  the  objection  that  had  been  raised 
it  would  be  well  to  put  in  a  proviso,  and  if  a 
proviso  were  added  at  the  end  of  the  clause 
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somewhat  in  these  words  he  thought  it  would 
meet  all  the  objections  he  had  heard  used  in 
the  debate :  *'  Provided  that  the  Oourt  may 
refuse  to  make  an  order  if  in  its  opinion  the 
character  or  conduct  of  the  applicant  is  such 
as  to  disentitle  him  or  her  to  the  benefit  of 
such  order."  If  such  a  proviso  were  added,  he 
thought  the  honourable  gentlemeui's  intention 
would  be  carried  out  completely,  and  any  ob- 
jection that  had  been  raised  in  the  House 
would  be  entirely  met. 

Mr.  R.  Mckenzie.— -Did  you  draft  the 
Bill? 

Major  STEWARD  said  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  drafting  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— Then,  you  ought  to. 

Major  STEWARD  said  he  would  have  been 
very  proud  to  have  brought  in  such  a  Bill  as 
this,  and  he  was  satisfied  thousands  of  people  in 
the  coloDy  would  take  the  same  view  as  he 
took,  and  not  the  view  taken  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  said  it  was  quite 
evident  that  honourable  members  were  begin- 
ning to  realise  that  this  was  a  much  more  im- 
portant Bill  than  at  first  sight  appeared  to  be 
the  case.  This  was  really  a  very  important 
Bill — one  dealing  with  a  difficult  social  subject 
— and  though  it  must  be  admitted,  after  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  who  had 
preceded  him,  that  a  great  deal  could  be  said 
ID  favour  of  it,  on  the  other  band  certain  ob- 
jections could  be  raised  against  it.  One  very 
important  point  bad  been  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  with  reference 
to  the  Family  Homes  Protection  Act.  In  1895 
the  House  passed  the  Act  referred  to,  and  he 
had  been  given  to  understand  it  had  proved  a 
very  useful  Act.  That  Act  provided  that  a  per- 
son could  set  aside  property  to  the  value  of  not 
more  than  £1,500  for  the  benefit  of  himself 
.  and  his  family,  and  it  provided  that  after  his 
death  *'  such  occupation  shall  be  regulated  pur- 
suant to  any  direction  contained  in  his  will." 
Now,  it  seemed  to  him  there  was  very  serious 
danger  of  this  Bill  coming  into  conflict  with 
the  Act  he  had  referred  to,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  and  other 
honourable  members  would  take  care  that 
such  would  not  prove  to  be  the  case.  He 
was  quite  willing  to  admit  a  great  many  hard- 
ships had  occurred.  He  knew  of  a  number  of 
cases  within  his  own  personal  experience — 
such  cases  of  hardship  as  the  Supreme  Court 
should  have  had  power  to  prevent.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  thought  very  great  care  would 
require  to  be  taken  to  prevent  profligate  sons 
and  daughters,  and  wives  who  deserted  their 
husbands,  and  husbands  who  deserted  their 
wives,  from  taking  advantage  of  what  was  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill.  He  did  not  propose  to 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  he 
hoped  that  provision  would  be  made  when  the 
Bill.went  into  Committee  for  the  objections  he 
had  mentioned. 

Mr.  PARATA  (Southern  Maori)  said  he  un- 
derstood this  Bill  would  apply  to  the  Maoris, 
and,  if  so,  he  would  move  an  amendment  in 
Committee  exempting  {Maoris  from  the  pro- 
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visions  of  the  Bill.  He  would  point  out  that, 
the  Maoris  had  a  tribunal,  the  Native  Land 
Court,  to  deal  with  their  lands  and  their  wills ; 
and  if  they  were  not  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill  they  would  have  to  go  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  Native  wills  used  to  be  brought 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  but  the  Act  of  1894 
took  the  power  away  from  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  left  it  entirely  to  the  Native  Land  Court  to 
deal  with  Native  wills.  He  hoped  the  honour- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  ac- 
cept an  amendment  in  Committee  in  the  direc- 
tion of  excluding  Maoris  from  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill.  That  was  why  he  rose— to  point 
out  to  the  House  this  matter. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb.  —  How  did  the  Maoris 
leave  their  property  before  ? 

Mr.  PARATA.— They  left  it  by  word,  and  if 
they  did  not  say  anything  it  went  to  the  next- 
of-kin.  He  had  nothing  further  to  urge  oon- 
oeming  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FRASER  (Wakatipu)  did  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  Bill ;  he  could  assure  the  honourable 
member  in  charge  of  it  that  that  was  not  his 
intention.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
taki  had  suggested  the  addition  of  a  proviso. 
He  would  suggest  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  a  much  eiiorter 
proviso :  to  insert,  after  the  word  **  may,"  the 
words  "at  its  discretion."  He  thought  that 
would  meet  the  whole  objection,  and  was  much 
more  concise  that  what  had  been  previously 
suggested.  He  thought  there  was  a  good  deal 
to  be  said  for  the  measure,  and  that,  so  long  as^ 
it  was  properly  safeguarded,  it  might  be  and 
would  be  productive  of  good.  He  thought 
they  might  safely  leave  the  Supreme  Court  to 
decide  the  cases  in  which  provision  should  be 
made,  if  the  testator  had  omitted  so  to  do. 
Let  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Supreme  Court ;  but  it  would  not  do  that  the 
word  **may"  should  possibly  be  read  as 
**  shall,"  as  had  happened  in  connection  with 
other  Acts.  He  would  support  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SLIGO  (Dunedin  City)  was  in  sympathy 
with  the  Bill,  and  only  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  that  in  one  or  two  instances  that  even- 
ing honourable  members — the  honourable  mem> 
her  for  Wai  taki  was  one,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutcheson) 
was  another— had,  he  thought,  too  strongly 
insisted  that  the  Bill  was  to  provide  that 
maintenance  only  should  be  given.  Now,  he 
imagined  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  Bill  had  not  meant  that  the 
Court  should,  in  these  oases,  be  tied  down  to 
giving  bare  maintenance.  He  thought  **  such 
provision  as  to  the  Court  shall  seem  fit*'  meant 
that  the  Court  should,  in  such  oases  as  it 
thought  proper,  provide  for  something  more 
than  the  bare  maintenance.  The  Oourt,  no 
doubt,  when  a  case  came  before  it  in  which 
it  was  proved  that  the  children  or  widow 
of  the  testator  were  not  fit  to  be  intrusted 
with  money  to  any  large  extent,  would 
take  care  that  only  maintenance  or  support 
should  be  given.     But  he  did  not  think  the 
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mtrodaoei  of  the  Bill  intended  that  that 
should  be  so  in  all  cases,  and  the  words  he  had 
quoted  ]pointed  in  the  direction  that  the  Goart 
should,  m  its  discretion,  give  something  more 
than  maintenance.  In  one  instance  giyen  in 
the  coarse  of  the  debate  an  injustice  had  been 
done  to  an  individual.  As  the  name  had 
been  already  mentioned  there  wonld  be  no 
barm  in  mentioning  it  again :  it  was  the  case 
of  the  late  Mr.  Grotty.  It  was  said  that  the 
widow  had  been  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  world 
entirely,  as  though  she  had  been  left  to  starve. 
'Now,  that  was  not  so.  There  was  certainly  not 
a  large  provision  made,  but  the  widow  was  left 
£100  a  year,  or  nearly  £2  per  week,  and  under 
certain  conditions  she  was  to  get  £500.  He 
did  not  think  that  justice  had  been  quite  done 
by  the  previous  references  to  this  matter, 
for  the  religious  body  to  whom  the  wealth 
,faad  been  left  had  made  still  better  pro- 
*  yision  for  the  widow.  In  considering  a  matter 
of  this  kind  he  agreed  with  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  that  to  a  large 
extent  it  might  be  modified  in  this  way :  that 
the  testator  would  in  most  cases  be  the  very 
best  judge  of  what  should  be  done  with  what 
was  left  behind  him.  That  was  to  say,  he 
must  be  qualified  to' judge  whether  or  not  more 
should  be  left  to  one  member  of  the  family 
than  to  another.  Then,  another  suggestion 
that  had  been  made  was  that  provision  should 
be  made  for  blood  relatives  outside  a  man's 
immediate  family.  That  would  be  a  most 
undesirable  course  to  take.  If  once  they 
introduced  that,  then  the  door  would  be 
opened  to  litigation  of  all  sorts ;  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  hesitate  before  it  introduced 
a  matter  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  complimented 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  on  in- 
troducing the  Bill.  He  had  compared  the  Bill 
with  the  one  introduced  into  the  House  last 
B^ssion  by  Sir  Robert  Stout.  In  the  Bill  they 
now  had  before  the  House  there  was  much 
that  deserved  the  favourable  consideration  of 
members.  He  considered  that  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington Gity  (Mr.  Hutcheson)  were  perfectly 
correct,  and,  as  the  Destitute  Persons  Act 
compelled  parents  to  support  their  children, 
and  vice  versa,  this  Bill  should  go  the  full 
length  of  that  Act  as  it  now  stood.  But  the 
main  object  that  influenced  the  honourable 
member  to  introduce  the  Bill  was  a  good 
one — to  prevent  improper  disposal  of  wealth, 
to  the  detriment  of  the  family.  A  consider- 
able number  of  cases  had  come  under  his  own 
notice^ cases  in  which  he  considered  there  was 
great  hardship  involved.  In  one  case  a  man 
in  financial  difficulties  got  his  wife  to  convey 
to  him  her  interest  in  considerable  real  es- 
^te.  He  encumbered  that  estate  to  enable 
him  to  get  over  his  difficulties.  He  did  not, 
however,  subsequently  transfer  to  his  wife  her 
interest  in  the  property,  and  at  his  death,  by 
will,  be  left  it  to  a  church,  while  the  woman 
was  provided  with  only  a  small  income  to  live 
upon.  This  Bill  would  prevent  such  a  wrong 
being  perpetrated  in  the  future. 


Mr.  0*MEAKA  (Pahiatua)  congratulated  the 
honourable  member  for  introducine  this  Bill. 
With  respect  to  clause  2,  he  noticed  there  was 
only  one  Gourt  mentioned— the  Supreme  Gourt 
— and  he  looked  on  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood  as 
a  lawyer's  Bill.  That,  no  doubt,  would  be 
amended  in  Gommittee.  If  a  small  estate  was 
left  in  the  bunds  of  a  trustee  it  would  mean,  if 
there  was  any  contest  in  the  Supreme  Gourt^ 
that  the  costs  would  run  away  with  all  the 
assets  of  the  estate.  It  had  also  been  said  that 
a  wife  who  had  committed  a  slight  indiscretion 
need  not  be  provided  for,  but  he  did  not  agree 
with  that,  for  this  reason :  Among  people  in  th& 
ordinary  circumstances  of  life  the  wife  in  many 
oases  assisted  the  husband  to  accumulate  the 
wealth,  and  it  was  only  fair,  then,  thac  she 
should  participate  in  it  on  her  husband's 
death.  He  hoped  the  honourable  member  in- 
troducing this  Bill  would  agree  to  the  District 
Gourts  having  jurisdiction  in  this  matter ;  in 
fact,  to  lessen  law -costs  he  would  favour 
Magistrates'  Gourts  being  invested  with  this 
power  of  dealing  with  estates  of  small  value. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura)  said  he  had  to  thank 
honourable  members  for  the  fair  way  in  which 
they  had  discussed  the  proposals  contained  in 
the  Bill.  He  knew  that  the  measure  would  be 
discussed  fairly,  and  that  honourable  members 
would  confine  themselves  to  pointing  out  the 
weak  points  in  the  Bill.  That  was  what  the 
mover  of  a  Bill  always  desired — that  there 
should  be  a  spirit  of  fairness  about  the  criti- 
cism, and  that  had  manifested  itself  through- 
out this  debate.  But  just  to  start  with  one  or 
two  of  the  points  raised :  The  last  speaker  had 
criticized  the  Bill  by  saying  that  it  was  a 
lawyer's  Bill.  Did  he  mean  by  that  that  it 
was  a  lawyer's  bill  of  costs,  or  what  ?  If  the 
honourable  member  would  just  look  again 
at  the  Bill  he  would  see  the  way  in  which 
he  (the  mover)  had  carefully  safeguarded  that 
the  application  was  to  be  made  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  might  be  carried  through 
in  the  least  costly  way  possible.  It  need  not 
necessarily  cost  more  than  £3  or  £4  for  the 
application.  These  were  the  words  of  the 
section :  "  The  Supreme  Gourt  may,  on  appli- 
cation made  to  it  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  said 
wife,  husband,  or  children,  order."  This 
might  be  made  by  motion,  and  the  motion 
could  bo  supported  by  the  evidence  obtained  by 
affidavit.  He  ventured  to  say  it  was  a  cheaper 
arrangement  to  put  the  motion  through  and 
have  the  matter  decided  in  that  way  in  the 
Supreme  Gourt  than  to  have  it  done  in  the 
District  Gourt ;  but  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
allow  a  Judge  of  the  District  Gourt  to  settle  it, 
or  he  would  even  go  further  and  allow  a  Magis- 
trate to  decide  such  cases,  as  they  were  allowed 
to  decide  cases  now  concerning  living  persons 
under  the  Destitute  Persons  Act. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — What  about  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  ? 

Mr.  McNAB  said  he  would  draw  the  line 
there  :  but  that  was  not  the  point.  The  honour- 
able member  would  see  that  there  was  a  chance 
of  getting  the  Bill  put  through  if  safeguarded  to 
meet  the  views  of  honourable  members,  and  . 
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while  some  were  crying  out  that  there  were  no 
safeguards,  others  would  limit  one  after  another 
of  those  safeguards,  and  then  where  would  the 
Bill  he  ?  He  admitted  that  there  might  be  a 
reasonable  objection  to  the  proposals  in  the 
Bill,  although  there  was  no  objection  brought 
forward  that  appeared  to  him  to  have  anything 
in  it;  still,  he  admitted  that  the  differences 
of  opinion  were  entitled  to  every  respect,  and 
'that  the  position  should  be  safeguarded  in 
every  possible  manner.  One  of  the  greatest 
safeguards  with  which  they  could  hedge  the 
matter  around  was  to  provide  that  any 
alteration  of  our  law  was  only  to  be  carried 
out  under  the  direction  of  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  Then,  the  honourable  member 
for  Wakatipu  suggested  various  amendments  in 
the  way  of  giving  greater  discretion.  He  was 
perfectly  prepared  to  accept  the  amendments 
made,  and  all  other  amendments  in  the  same 
-direction.  In  respect  to  another  honourable 
member,  who  also  brought  up  this  same  point 
— that  was,  as  regarded  the  limitations  which 
were  to  be  placed  upon  the  granting  of  any 
portion  of  a  testator's  estate  by  the  Judge — he 
did  not  like  the  idea  of  putting  down  in  the 
Bill  what  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
was  to  take  into  consideration  in  assessing 
the  amount,  because  they  ran  the  danger 
of  being  faced  with  the  legal  maxim  which 
said  that  when  you  specified  one  set  of  cases 
you  excluded  others  unspecified,  and  he  wished 
to  leave  as  wide  a  discretion  to  tbe  Judge  as 
possible.  When  in  Committee  he  would  accept 
any  amendments  which  went  in  the  direction 
oi  indicating  to  the  Court  that  it  was  to  take 
into  consideration  certain  circumstances :  that 
it  had  to  take  into  consideration  the  condition 
of  life  of  the  parties,  and  the  fact  that  they 
were  living  separate  altogether ;  that  it  had  to 
take  into  consideration  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
vious history  in  relation  to  one  or  other  of  the 
parties ;  but  he  did  not  want  anything  put  into 
the  Bill  that  might  take  into  consideration 
some  of  those  cases  and  exclude  the  others. 
They  might  say  that  even  when  there  were 
circumstances  most  favourable  to  the  appli- 
cant—  when  everything  was  in  his  or  her 
favour — even  then  the  Judge  should  be  limited 
to  a  certain  proportion  of  the  estate  in  dealing 
with  it.  That  would  be  a  further  limitation,  and 
a  wise  one.  Following  the  same  class  of  argu- 
ment, they  came  to  those  questions  that  were 
•brought  forward  by  some  honourable  members ; 
but  before  replying  to  those  arguments  he 
would  like  to  refer  to  the  one  advanced  by  the 
honourable  member  representing  the  Southern 
Maori  District.  It  was  quite  clear  the  Maoris 
should  have  the  question  decided  by  their  own 
particular  Court,  but  it  was  not  so  unjust  to  tbe 
race  he  represented  as  he  at  first  thought, 
because  under  the  present  law  these  Natives 
could  get  noching  at  all,  and  all  he  wished 
was  to  give  power  to  the  Supreme  Court  to 
get  something  for  maintenance  and  support — 
nothing  more.  This  would  not  place  upon  the 
constituents  of  the  honourable  gentleman  any 
injury  in  asking  them  to  go  before  the  Supreme 
'Court,  but  it  was  a  proper  provision  that  they 
Mr.  McNah 


should  not  go  outside  their  own  Court  in  dealing 
with  their  wills.  Then,  the  honourable  membec 
for  Franklin  referred  to  the  Family  Homes 
Protection  Act,  but  that  did  not  clash  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill.  This  Bill  only  made 
provision  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of 
the  applicant,  and  if  that  provision  was  already 
made  by  the  Family  Homes  Protection  Act  the 
ground  was  taken  awav  from  beneath  the  feet 
of  the  applicant,  and  ne  had  no  case  when  he 
came  before  the  Court  to  have  maintenance  and 
support  given  him.  The  honourable  member 
for  Waitaki  suggested  a  number  of  provisoea 
Some  of  them  were  very  good  ones,  and  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  introduce  them  into  the  Bill, 
and  carefully  look  into  the  others  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  whether  they  really  would  oaxiy 
out  what  the  honourable  gentleman  intended. 
He  was  at  one  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  his  desire  to  see  the  Bill  amended  and 
brought  into  the  form  which  he  expressed  his 
opinion  in  favour  of,  and  he  would  look  into 
these  amendments  before  the  Bill  went  into 
Committee,  and  would  have  provision  made  to 
meet  the  various  objections  urged  that  evening. 
His  desire  was  to  remove  by  this  Bill  what  to 
his  mind  was  a  serious  defect  in  the  present 
law.  Then  he  came  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Motueka,  who  made  this  startling 
statement:  that  if  this  Bill  had  passed— re- 
ferring to  a  previous  time — they  would  never 
have  had  the  Costley  Home  in  Auckland. 
What  did  the  honourable  gentleman  suggent? 
Did  he  suggest  that  the  Aucklanders  had 
robbed  the  widow  or  relations  in  that  par- 
ticular case  before  they  got  the  Costley 
Home? — because  that  institution  could  only 
have  been  hindered  by  this  Bill  from  being 
brought  into  existence  if  the  founder  oi  (bat 
institution  had  not  made  proper  provision  for 
his  family  before  endowing  the  Costley  Home. 
The  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  mis- 
understand the  whole  tenor  and  purport  of  the 
Bill.  This  Bill  would  not  in  one  single  in- 
stance stop  the  division  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  pounds  among  charitable  institutions, 
provided  the  testator  had  in  the  first  instanoe 
done  his  duty  to  those  at  home  before  he  began 
to  be  generous  to  those  outside  his  own  home. 
The  Bill,  the  honourable  member  said,  would 
rob  the  widows  and  orphans.  The  honourable 
member  could  not  have  read  the  Bill,  because 
the  whole  intention  of  the  Bill  was  to  stop  the 
present  robbery  of  the  widow  and  the  oiphan 
which  went  on  ~  fortunately  in  not  very 
many  cases.  But  in  some  oases  the  e?il 
was  very  acute  at  the  present  time.  Then, 
he  came  to  the  argument  brought  forward 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh 
City  (Mr.  Smith),  and  by  certain  other  hononr- 
able  members,  who  said  that  the  wife's  claims 
ought  to  be  limited  —  that  there  should  be 
limitations  placed  upon  the  claim  <^  a  wife ; 
and  that  honourable  member  indicated  certain 
limitations  which  took  the  direction  of  re- 
strictions upon  subsequent  marriage,  and  the 
same  in  regard  to  the  husband.  And  if  he 
remembered  rightly,  also,  other  honourable 
members  suggested  that  similar   restriotioDS 
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should  be  plaoed  upon  the  children.  Now,  the 
danger  of  placing  these  restrictions  was  that 
they  created  a  trust  which  did  not  terminate 
during  the  life  of  the  person  concerned,  and  it 
was  possible  by  that  means  to  create  a  trust 
which  would  last  for  from  twenty  to  fifty  years 
before  it  oame  to  an  end.  The  Ck>urt  should 
have  power  to  say,  Here  is  a  certain  amount 
allowed,  either  by  way  of  absolute  gift,  or  some 
other  provision,  and  should  not  be  compelled  to 
create  unnecessary  trusts,  which  would  hang 
over  for  an  unlimited  period.  Then  he  oame  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata.  That 
honourable '  member  had  been  sitting  at  the 
outlet  of  the  chamber,  no  doubt  waiting  until 
he  (Mr.  MoNab)  had  done  with  him  before  he 
left  tiie  chamber.  Although  he  spoke  hardly 
against  the  Bill,  he  would  not  have  the 
sUghtest  objection  to  recording  his  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.    The  honourable  member 

12  30  ''^^^'  ^'  ^  testator  knew  his  son  to  be 
dissolute,  should  he  leave  anything  to 
him  ?  He  implied  that  the  father  was  justified 
in  leaving  him  out.  Because  a  father  had  a 
dissolute  son,  was  he  justified  in  leaving  him 
for  the  State  to  support?  That  was  the 
argument  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  He 
(Mr.  McNab)  said,  if  a  father  had  a  dissolute 
son — bad  and  all  as  he  was — he  had  no  right 
to  oast  the  duty  on  the  State  of  supporting 
him. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— Make  him  earn  his  own 
living. 

Mr.  McNAB  said.  Yes,  if  he  could ;  if  not, 
the  position  was  that  the  State  had  to  do  it. 
And  in  many  cases,  also,  this  had  to  be  con- 
sidered :  How  was  it  that  the  son.  was  dissolute  ? 
There  were  often  causes  behind  the  scenes.  A 
father  could  not  get  rid  of  his  liability  by 
merely  saying,  *'0h,  he  has  proved  himself 
dissolute,  and  I  shall  put  every  penny  past 
him."  It  would  be  unwise,  of  course,  to  hand 
over  any  portion  of  the  money  to  him  to  do  as 
he  liked  with,  but  he  should  provide  that  the 
son  should  be  able  to  keep  body  and  soul  to- 
gether, emd  that  in  future  years  his  father's 
name  should  not  be  remembered  only  as  a 
man  who  brought  up  a  dissolute  family,  and 
left  them  to  the  State  to  support— making 
no  provision  whatever  for  them — while  he 
mignt,  perhaps,  hand  over  a  large  estate 
to  some  religious  or  charitable  organization. 
In  such  a  case  charity  should  begin  at  home. 
Kow,  referring  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Pfumell,  he  advocated  that  we  should  extend 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  to  other  relation- 
ships. There  was  always  a  danger,  in  introduc- 
ing anything  new  into  our  laws,  that  it  should 
have  a  too  wide  application ;  and,  so  far  as  he 
coold  see,  the  only  directions  for  extending 
fehis  were  in  the  direction  of  the  father  or 
mothev  of  the  testator.  It  should  not  go  be- 
jond  that.  Let  it  be  to  the  husband  or  wife 
at  children  or  parents  of  the  testator ;  but  it 
flhould  have  no  wider  extension.  Otherwise  he 
vaa  glad  to  see  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
saw  the  full  purport  and  tenor  of  the  Bill,  and 
feliat  he  would  give  it  his  support.  Referring 
to  the  remarks  made  by  the  Premier  in  the 


earlier  portion  of  the  evening,  the  whole  of 
his  objections  were  Committee  objections,  and 
with  the  amendments  he  (Mr.  McNab)  was 
willing  to  accept — and  he  believed  the  larger 
number  of  the  objections  were  met  in  the 
Bill  itself — all  the  objections  that  honourable 
gentleman  urged  could  be  met  in  Committee.. 
The  honourable  member  for  Marsden  had  been 
sufficiently  answered  by  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutcheson),  who  pointed 
out  that  the  Bill  was  only  to  make  provision 
for  **  maintenance  and  support,"  and  could 
afiord  no  ground  for  the  son  who  received  a 
smaller  portion  than  his  brother  ooming  into 
Court  to  claim  a  larger  portion.  The  result  of 
such  proceedings  would  be  that  the  son  would 
be  mulcted  in  the  costs  of  the  application.  He 
could  have  no  grounds  whatever,  simply  be* 
cause  he  got  only  30  or  40  per  cent,  out  of 
the  estate,  while  he  thought  he  should  get 
60  or  70  per  cent.  The  only  speech  of  the 
evening  that  was  really  against  the  whole 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  the  speech  of  the 
nonourable  member  for  Napier,  who  stated 
that  there  should  be  no  limitation  on  the 
present  position.  He  thought  the  argumenta 
during  the  debate  went  to  show  that  that  waa 
not  the  opinion  of  the  House.  And,  moreover, 
he  scarcely  thought  the  honouirable  gentleman 
himself  quite  intended  that  his  speech  should 
be  understood  to  mean  that,  no  matter  how 
wealthy  a  man  might  be,  he  should  be  able  to 
leave  his  property  in  such  a  way  that  his  wife 
and  children  would  have  to  be  maintained  by 
the  State.  He  wished  to  thank  honourable 
members  for  their  criticisms  on  the  Bill,  and  for 
showing  any  weak  points  that  it  might  possess. 
The  arguments  had  been  fair  and  reasonable,, 
and  in  Committee  he  would  endeavour  to  make 
the  Bill  meet  them,  and  be  so  simple  that, 
although  it  was  a  lawyer's  Bill— and  the  lawyer 
not  a  very  good  one  at  that — he  who  ran  could 
read,  and  a  child  might  understand,  to  say 
nothing  of  a  member  of  Parliament. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minuter 
to  one  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPRE8BNTATIVE8. 
Thursday,  11th  August,  1898. 


First  BeadingB— Adyances  to  Settlers  Iioan— Wai- 
kato-Auckland  Pruit-carriage— Cost  of  Govern- 
ment Steamers— Mortgages— State  Forests  Aot— 
Mount  Peel  Opal-flelds— Public  Trustee— Finan- 
cial Statement— Master  and  Apprentice  Bill. 


Mr.   Spbaksb  took  the  chair  at  half-past- 
two  o'clock. 

Pratxbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Land  Bill,  Oity  of 
Auckland  Loans  (Consolidation  Bill,  Wairarapa 
South  Oounty  Loan  Bill,  Fencing  Bill. 
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ADVANCES  TO  SETTLERS  LOAN. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD  (Awarua),  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
Hoase  a  return  Bhowing  the  details  of  the 
oo8t  of  raising  the  £1,500,000  Advances  to 
Settlers  Loan,  the  return  to  farnish  the  names 
of  all  persons  who  received  payments  by  way 
of  commission,  brokerage,  Ac,  with  the  parti- 
oalars  and  amount  of  same. 

WAIKATO-AUOKLAND  FRUIT- 
CARRIAGE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  LANG  (Waikato),  it 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  the  quantity  of  fruit 
oarried  by  rail  from  Waikato  to  Auckland 
during  each  year  from  1894  to  present  date. 

COST  OF  GOVERNMENT  STEAMERS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata), 
it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  the  annual  oost  of 
the  Government  steamers  **Tutanekai"  and 
'*Hinemoa,"  from  the  81st  March,  1897,  to 
the  81st  March,  1898  ;  the  return  to  include 
all  payments,  including  coahng,  wages,  main- 
tenance, and  repairs  ;  each  steamer  to  be  given 
separately. 

MORTGAGES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MORRISON  (Caver- 
eham),  for  Mr.  Millar  (Dunedin  Citv),  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  showing,— (1.)  The  total  amount  of 
mortgages  registered  from  8l8t  March,  1897,  to 
^Ist  March,  1898,  and  the  different  rates  of 
interest  at  which  such  money  was  adyanoed ; 
the  return  to  show  in  separate  columns  the 
total  amounts  of  all  moneys  under  each  rate  of 
interest,  and  the  district  in  which  such  moneys 
have  been  advanced.  (2.)  The  total  amount  of 
mortgages  paid  off  during  the  same  period,  and 
the  district  affected  by  such  repayments. 

STATE  FORESTS  ACT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine), 
tt  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing,— (1)  The  number  of 
acres  of  trees  planted  by  the  Government 
under  the  State  Forests  Act ;  (2)  the  acreages 
of  such  plantations  in  each  provincial  dis- 
trict ;  (8)  the  number  of  acres  of  such  planta- 
tions destroyed  by  fire  or  otherwise;  and  (4) 
the  total  cost  of  such  plantations,  and  their 
present  estimated  value. 

MOUNT  PEEL  OPAL-FIELDS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine), 
it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing, — (1)  The  number  of 
prospecting  or  mining  claims  surveyed  at  the 
Mount  Peel  opal-fields ;  (2)  the  amount  of  fees 
received  by  the  Government  for  such  surveys  ; 
and  (8)  the  total  expenses  incurred  in  making 
«nch  surveys. 

PUBLIC  TRUSTEE. 
Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  laid  on  the  table 
Mr.  McGowan's  explanation  of  certain  pencil- 


marks  in  connection  with  correspondence.  He 
moved.  That  the  letter  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  printed  with  the  other  papers. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  understood 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Selwynwas 
written  to  by  the  Premier  a  few  days  ago,  and 
that  before  leaving  for  Canterbury  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  sent  a  reply  to  the 
letter  which  the  Premier  now  proposed  to  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  not  doing  anything  of 
the  sort. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  repeated  that  the  Pre- 
mier  was  laying  on  the  table  a  letter  to  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  had  sent  s 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not ;  he  was  only 
laying  the  (Official  one. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  he  had  in  his 
hand  the  letter  sent  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  by  the  Premier — a  letter  from  Mr. 
Martin  to  the  Premier,  dated  5th  August,  1898. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  the  letter  he 
was  laying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said,  Just  so;  but  the 
Premier  was  witholding  the  renly  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  had  written  to 
the  Premier  in  answer  to  the  statement  in  the 
letter  now  proposed  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
He  (Mr.  Hutchison)  desired  to  know  if  the 
Premier  was  going  to  complete  the  correspond- 
ence by  attaching  this  letter.  If  not,  he  (Mr.  ' 
Hutchison)  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  read  the 
letter.  Surelv  the  Premier  did  not  desire  to 
lay  an  unfinished  correspondenoe  on  the  table? 
He  would  read  the  letter  unless  the  Premier 
agreed  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Certainly  not.  The 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  distinctly  made 
a  charge  against  the  Public  Trust  Office, 
and  wanted  to  know  something  about  pencil- 
marks.  The  honourable  member  for  Patea 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  denied 
that  these  penoil-marks  were  on  the  paper  laid 
on  the  table,  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  promised  to  ! 
communicate  with  the  Public  Trustee  and  get  ! 
a  further  communication  as  to  the  existenoe 
of  these  pencil-marks  which  the  honourable  < 
member  said  were  not  on  the  paper  laid  on  ! 
the  table.  The  reply  was  from  Mr.  McGowaa. 
As  to  correspondence  between  himself  and  tbe 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  he  might  say 
that  he  received  the  letter  which  the  honoui- 
able  member  referred  to,  in  whioh  the  honoQ^ 
able  member  for  Selwyn  desired  to  attack  falm, 
and  tried  to  make  out  that  he  was  foUow- 
ing  this  matter  up  between  him  (Mr.  Wasoo) 
and  himself  (the  Premier)  personally.  He 
had  no  personal  feeling  against  the  honour- 
ablememoer  for  Selwyn — quite  the  opposite; 
and  as  to  dragging  up  his  private  business,  this 
was  altogether  outside  the  question.  He  had 
kept  faith  with  the  House.  He  said  he  would 
trace  out  the  penoil-marks,  and,  whether  the 
results  were  for  or  against  the  department,  he 
would  lay  them  on  the  table.  He  now  did  so. 
If  these  letters  were  to  be  dragged  in,  he  should 

Cbably  send  a  very  stiff  letter  back  lo  the 
Lourable  member  for  Selwyn,  and  ask  that 
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that  letter  be  laid  on  the  table.  If  the  honour- 
^ble  member  read  the  letter  he  would  see  it 
-dragged  in  all  sorts  of  extraneous  matters  in 
-«onneotion  with  an  unjust  charge  laid  against 
a  public  officer. 

Mr.  a.  HUTCHISON  would  mention  to  the 
House,  to  make  the  position  clear,  that  the 
letter  the  Premier  proposed  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  one  Itom  Mr.  Martin,  the  Public  Trustee, 
but  it  was  little  more  than  the  introduction  to 
a  letter  which  the  Public  Trustee  had  received 
from  Mr.  McGbwan;  in  fact,  it  was  only  a 
ooyering  letter  to  the  one  from  Mr.  McGbwan. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  covered  everything. 
The  honourable  member  said  "portions  of  a 
letter."    It  covered  everything. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  it  did  not  cover 
the  introduction.  He  had  not  mentioned  any- 
thing about  *<  portions  of  a  letter."  He  had 
referred  to  the  letter  from  the  Public  Trustee 
as  "a  covering  letter."  So  far  as  written  by 
the  Public  Trustee,  it  read  as  follows  : — 
"  Public  Trust  Office, 

Wellington,  5th  August,  1898. 
"  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier. 

*'  I  to-day  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
McGowan  as  follows:—"  (Then  followed  a 
quotation,  beginning  with  the  words  *'  Looking 
over  Hansard,**  and  ending  with  a  reference  to 
the  ** Minister  of  Lands.")  The  remainder  of 
the  Public  Trustee's  letter  was:  "and  as  re- 
•  quested  by  him  lay  a  copy  before  you. 

"  (Signed)  J.  C.  Martin,  Public  Trustee." 

This  came  with  a  letter  from  the  Premier  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  who  on 
Tuesday  last  wrote  a  reply,  which  the  Premier 
had  received  but  did  not  propose  to  lay  on  the 
table  along  with  the  letter  to  which  it  was  an 
answer.  In  the  absence  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn,  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  was 
obliged  to  read  his  letter : — 

"  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier." 

"  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
your  favour  of  to-day*s  date,  covering  enclosure 
icom  Mr.  Martin.  I  do  not  propose  to  follow 
you  in  your  well- sustained  generous  efforts  to 
•drag  my  private  affairs  repeatedly  before  the 
House  and  the  country.  I  feel  bound  to  say 
this:  that  it  is  a  serious  reflection  on  your 
land-purchase  policy  that  an  individual  cannot 
sell  land  to  the  department  without  the  matter 
being  dragged  forward  in  season  and  out  of 
-season,  with  unnecessary  reflections.  What 
happened  in  my  case  was  this:  The  Lands 
Department  bought  a  considerable  estate  near 
to  me,  for  which  there  were  many  applicants, 
and  many  disappointed  applicants.  Honour- 
able members  are,  of  course,  aware  that  Go- 
vernment have  the  power  of  virtually  purchas- 
ing within  limits  whatever  estates  they  please. 
It  was  put  to  me  that,  owing  to  the  great  de- 
mand for  land  in  the  district,  it  was  exceed- 
ingly probable  that  a  very  large  petition  would 
be  sent  to  the  Government  urging  them  to 
purchase  my  farm  under  the  compulsory  powers 
they  possess.  I  hold,  and  have  always  held, 
thai  any  one  holding  land  for,  say,  speculative 
purposes,  neither  oultivatmg  it  himself  nor 
iJlowiiig  others  to  do  so,  may  be  nothing  short 


of  a  nuisance  to  himself  and  also  to  his  neigh- 
bours. 

**  Having  to  deal  with  facts  as  they  are,  I 
replied, '  Certainly.  I  will  be  prepared  to  con- 
sider any  reasonable  offer  which  may  be  made 
for  something  over  half  the  land  I  hold.  As 
some  of  the  land  belongs  to  me  and  some  to  a 
friend  they  had  better  make  their  offer  sepa- 
rate.' They  did  so.  I  accepted  the  offer  the 
Government  made  to  me  ;  my  friend  did  not, 
and  it  must  be  very  gratifying  to  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  as  showing  the  carefulness  of  the 
land  valuers,  that  within  a  very  short  period 
the  same  land  was  sold  at  over  10  per  cent,  on 
the  sum  offered  by  the  Government.  But 
what  all  this  has  to  do  with  the  action  of  the 
Public  Trustee  I  cannot  imagine. 

**  Honourable  members  will  recollect  that, 
after  reading  Mr.  Martin's  statement,  I  with- 
drew all  imputations  of  a  political  nature 
against  the  Trustee.  Since  then  you  have 
taken  repeated  opportunities  of  bringing  the 
matter  up.  It  does  not  matter  to  me  in  the 
least  if  you  bring  the  matter  forward  a  dozen 
times  more.  I  have  absolutely  nothing  to  con- 
ceal. I  thought  I  was  dealing  with  straight- 
forward business  -  people.  I  was  mistaken; 
luckily  for  me  the  mistake  did  not  cost  me 
anything.  It  might  have  meant  ruin  to  many 
a  one  to  have  had  such  reflections  cast  on  his 
financial  position  as  the  Public  Trustee  has 
cast  on  mine.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
the  pencil  memorandum  alluded  to,  nor  had  I 
seen  any  among  the  papers.  I  will  put  the 
matter  no  higher  than  the  Trustee's  own  dis- 
courteous, curt,  offensive  memorandum.  (He 
had  made  inquiries  and  decided  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it.)  What  inference  could  any  rea- 
sonable man  draw  from  such  a  memorandum 
except  that  inquiries  were  made — private  in- 
quiries, certainly,  as  far  as  I  knew?  Who 
amongst  us  would  not  have  felt  insulted — 
would  not  have  felt  that  a  gross  public  outrage 
had  been  perpetrated  for  the  gratification  of 
private  or  political  spite?  I  could  imagine  no 
possible  private  reasons  for  such  proceedings ; 
and,  as  I  have  withdrawn  all  political  impu- 
tations, there  is  no  need  to  dwell  on  that 
point.  I  quite  agree  the  papers  show  that 
Mr.  McGowan  only  was  consulted,  and  in 
Mr.  McGowan's  opinion  I  should  not  have 
offered  the  slightest  objection.  Indeed,  Mr. 
McGowan's  opinion,  based,  I  presume,  on  the 
valuation  for  land-tax  purposes,  bears  out  my 
own,  and  does  not  in  the  least  warrant  the  dis- 
courteous, offensive  interpretation  that  I  felt 
bound  to  put  on  the  Trustee's  memorandum— 
virtually  that  tbe  affair  was  more  or  less  of  » 
plant,  so  bad,  in  fact,  that  he  would  not  touch  it 
with  the  end  of  a  forty-foot  pole.  After  having 
been  in  business  for  just  thirty  years  in  the 
district,  often  before  the  public  as  a  candidate 
for  election — sometimes  successful  and  some- 
times not — was  it  likely  I  should  submit  tamely 
in  the  public  interest  to  what  I  conceived 
to  be  a  deliberate  premeditated  insult  either 
from  the  Government  or  any  of  its  officers  ?— ' 
I  have,  (fee, 

"  J.  Cathgabt  Wasoh. 
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This  was  the  letter  which  the  Premier 
acknowledged  he  had  reoelTed,  and  which  he 
now  declined  to  lay  npon  the  table  and  have 
pablished. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  honourable  mem- 
ber to  read  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wason,  which  the 
letter  read  was  a  reply  to. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said,  Certainly  :— 
"  Premier's  Office, 
Wellington,  8th  August,"  1898. 

"  Dbab  Sib, — The  attached  is  a  copy  of  a 
letter  I  have  received  from  the  Public  Trustee, 
in  which  he  quotes  from  one  he  has  received 
from  Mr.  MoGowan,  and  which  I  intend  to  lay 
on  the  table  of  the  House.  I  trust  that  after 
reading  Mr.  McGowan*s  explanation  you  will 
be  satisfied  there  was  nothing  in  the  corre- 
spondence characterized  by  you  as  personal  and 
offensive. — I  am,  <feo., 

"  R.  J.  Sbddon. 

**  J.  C.  Wason,  Esq.,  M.H.B.,  Wellington." 

He  (Mr.  Hutchison)  had  been  asked  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  in  his  absence 
from  the  House,  in  the  event  of  this  matter 
being  brought  up,  to  have  the  reply  to  the 
above  and  its  enclosure  laid  upon  the  table, 
along  with  the  letter  under  consideration  in 
that  reply.  He  had  done  so.  So  far  as  he 
(Mr.  Hutchison)  himself  was  concerned  in  this 
subject,  he  had  on  one  occasion  before  made 
reference,  to  what  he  understood  was  an 
omission  from  the  correspondence  already  laid 
on  the  table.  He  was  not  able  on  that  occasion 
to  quote  from  the  Public  Trustee's  letter  in 
justification  of  the  remarks  he  had  made, 
because  the  papers  were  not  then  available. 
Since  then  the  papers  had  been  returned,  and 
he  would  now  quote  from  the  Public  Trustee's 
letter  the  paragraph  which  was  the  justifica- 
tion for  the  remarks  be  previously  made.  Mr. 
Martin,  in  his  letter  of  the  14th  July,  says, — 

**  I  found  attached  to  the  papers  a  memo- 
randum in  Mr.  McGowan's  handwriting,  with 
a  pencilled  memorandum  on  it,  by  whom 
written  I  do  not  know.  This,  I  presume,  was 
written  by  Mr.  McGowan  when  my  accountant 
■aw- him." 

That  pencilled  memorandum,  so  far  as  an 
inspection  of  the  papers  would  indicate,  was 
not  amongst  those  already  printed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  thought  members 
would  see  that,  from  the  commencement  to 
the  finish,  in  respect  to  this  matter,  he  had 
simply  been  doing  his  duty  as  the  Ministerial 
head  of  the  Public  Trust  Department.  Mr. 
Martin,  the  Public  Trustee,  very  properly  he 
thought,  complained— and  he  had  just  grounds 
to  be  aggrieved — owing  to  the  unwarrantable 
attack  made  upon  him  in  debate  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn ;  and  the 
Public  Trustee  asked  that  bis  reply  and  ex- 
planation to  the  charges  made  should  be  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  House.  On  this  he 
gave  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  a 
fair  amount  of  time  and  opportunity  to  con- 
sider what  he  had  said  and  to  withdraw  it, 
and  apologize  for  the  great  injury  done,  with- 
out the  slightest  ground  whatever,  to  a  deserv- 
ing public  officer. .  The  honourable  member, 
Mr.  Q.  HuUh%a<m 


in  part,  withdrew  his  charge.    The  honoorabld 
member  withdrew  the  charge  as  regards  politic 
cal  influence,  but  he  had  not  withdrawn  that 
which  was  most  serious,  and  which  he  had 
reiterated  in  his  letter  read  to-day— namely,, 
that    the    Public   Trustee    was   actuated  by 
personal  spleen.     Now,  he  wanted  to  know^ 
what  spleen.    What  object  could  the  Publio 
Trustee  have  to  serve  as  against  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn?    He  thought  the  letter 
which  had  been  read  to-day  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  was  most  condemna- 
tory of  the  honourable  member  and  the  course 
he  had  taken,   and  no  right-thinking  person 
in  this  colony  could  say  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn  was  justified  in  sending  such  a. 
communication.  Having  withdrawn  the  charge 
—having  found  that  the  position  he  had  taken 
up  was  absolutely  untenable,  that  there  was 
no  ground  whatever  for  it — there  ought  to  be 
a  candid  withdrawal  of  the  whole  thing.    What- 
sort  of  a  reply,  he  asked,  was  the  letter  from 
the    honourable   member  for  Selwjrn    to  his- 
courteous  letter  sent  to  the  honourable  mem- 
her,  which  was  simply  forwarding   what  had 
been  said  by  Mr.    McQowan   to    the   Publio 
Trustee?     He  could  only  come   to  this  one 
conclusion,  from  the  course  taken :    that  the- 
letter  sent  to  him  was  deliberately  intended 
to  be  made  public,  and  was  speoisdly  writtea 
for  that  purpose,  absolutely  repeating  everjr- 
thing  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  said 
against  the  Public  Trustee  in  his  first  speech^ 
when  he  hnt  made  the   charge.    Again   he 
should  say  it  was  a  case  of  **  Save  me  from  my 
friends,  and  save  me  from  myself,'*  because 
this  letter  was  an  apology  from  the  honourable- 
member  for  Selwyn  for  selling  land  to  the  Go- 
vernment.    If  it  had  been  one  on  this  sid^ 
of  the  House  whose  estate  had  been  bought  bv 
the  Land  Purchase  Department,  he  undertook 
to  say  that  long  before  this  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  would  have  required  all  the  oor- 
respondenoe.    They  would  have  had  a  charge  of 
corruption  hurled  against  the  Government,  and 
the  purchase  would  have  been  characterized 
as  a  most  unholy  transaction.    But,  as  he  saldr 
members  on  that  side  of  the  House  could  sell 
to  the  Government  and  be  parties  to  oontraota 
with  the  Government;  to  the  pure  all  things^ 
were  pure.    The  Liberal  party  looked  on  and 
said  nothing ;   but  to-day  he  simply  asked  ta 
lay   upon    the    table    Mr.  McGowan's    reply. 
Previously  they  were  dealing  with  the  PnWifr 
Trustee  only.    Mr.  McGowan  very  naturally 
took  exception  to  it.    Was  it  his  seeking  ?    He 
never  spoke  to  Mr.  McGowan ;  he  never  Bpoke* 
to  the  Publio  Trustee.    He  reoeived  this  com- 
munication from    the    Public  Trustee ;    and 
Mr.  MoGowan  asked  that  his  side  of  the  question 
should  be  published,  because  he  was  the  person 
who  was  supposed  to  have  put  these  pencilled 
remarks  on  the  papers.    These  remaxks  were 
termed  to-day  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Selwyn  in  his  letter  as  "  offensive  and  perwmalt"^ 
Q  r.      and  intended  to  injure  him.    Now,  he 
simply  stated  that  no  person  oould 
possibly,  in  fairness  either  to  the  Poblio  Trus- 
tee or  to  Mr.  MoGowan,  plaoe  siu)h  a  oonstme- 
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tioii  apon  the  penoilled  remarks  wMoh  were 
mftde  on  the  memoraQdom.  He  called  honour- 
able members'  attention  to  a  paragraph  appear- 
ing in  Mr.  Waeon's  letter,  and  he  asked,  What 
could  be  worse?  How  coald  mind  oonoeive 
such  a  thing?  The  honourable  member  for 
Selwyn  applied  for  a  loan,  and  then  said  in  his 
communication  that  it  was  a  plant  made  and 
created  by  the  Public  Trustee,  and  one  which 
he  would  not  touch  with  a  forty-foot  pole. 
To  what  depths  of  degradation  had  they  now 
come  when  they  heaid  a  public  officer  like 
the  Public  Trustee  accused — as  he  was  in 
that  letter  —  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Selwyn  of  haVing  laid  a  plant.  The  Public 
Trustee  did  not  know  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn  was  going  to  apply  for  this 
money.  If  there  was  a  plant  at  all  it  would 
be  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn,  who  made  application  for  the 
money,  and  certainly  not  by  the  Public 
Trustee.  He  could  not  have  conceived  that 
any  person  would  have  written  such  a  letter  as 
this,  and  have  made  a  further  charge  against 
the  Public  Trustee  of  having  laid  a  plant. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbbb. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes;  the  letter  distinctly 
stated  so. 

An  Hon.  IfsMSBB. — It  is  the  other  way. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  it  was  not  the  other  way. 
Surely  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn 
was  not  going  to  accuse  himself  of  laying  a 
plant.  He  said  the  letter  clearly  stated  so ; 
he  even  went  further  than  the  first  charge  he 
had  made,  and  which  he  had  withdrawn.  If 
honourable  members  would  listen  to  this  letter 
from  Mr.  McQowan  they  would  see  clearly  and 
distinctly  that  he  was  justified  in  bringing  this 
matter  forward.    Mr.  McQowan  said, — 

"Looking  over  Hansard  last  evening  I 
noticed  that  Mr.  J.  0.  Wason,  M.H.R.  for 
Selwyn,  took  exception  to  an  item  in  the  cor- 
respondence laid  before  Parliament  with  regard 
to  his  application  for  a  loan  from  your  office, 
which  be  characterised  as  offensive,  and  which, 
he  stated,  was  either  written  or  dictated  by 
me.  The  circumstances,  of  which  you  do  not 
seem  to  be  fully  aware,  are  as  follows :  When 
your  officer  came  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the 
valuation  of  .the  proposed  security,  I  was  at 
first  under  the  impression  that  it  was  the 
Oorwar  Estate  that  was  offered.  But,  remem- 
bering that  that  estate  had  come  before  the 
Ijand  Purchase  Board  for  Canterbury,  of  which 
I  am  a  member,  I  addressed  a  short  memo- 
randum to  the  Glerk  of  the  Board,  Mr.  McKer- 
row  himself  being  absent  from  Wellington,  in- 
quiring whether  Gorwar  had  been  purchased 
by  the  Grown.  His  pencilled  reply  is  written 
across  my  memorandum,  and  is  the  communi- 
cation that  Mr.  Wason  stigmatizes  as  offensive. 
Having  satisfied  myself  that  it  was  not  Gorwar 
Estate  that  was  offered,  I  sent  for  the  maps 
consaining  the  sections  set  forth  in  the  appli- 
cation. The  maps  were  brought,  no  one  but 
your  officer  and  myself  being  in  the  room  at 
fche  time.  I  looked  at  the  locality,  character, 
and  valuation  of  the  land,  and  gave  the  advice 
which  your  officer  afterwards  wrote  down  for 
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your  information.  No  one  in  the  department 
but  myself  was  aware  of  the  reason  for  mj 
asking  for  the  maps,  nor  the  purpose  for  which 
I  inquired  as  to  the  sale  of  Gorwar,  nor  did 
any  one  know  what  information  I  supplied. 
I  offered  the  advice  for  what  it  was  worth, 
simply  as  a  member  of  your  Ofi^ce  Board, 
never  dreaming  that  this  was  not  the  very 
reason  fur  my  being  on  that  Board.  Though 
you  and  I  ha^  met  at  least  twice  a  week  during 
the  interval,  Mr.  Wason's  application  was  never 
mentioned  by  either  of  us,  the  rejection  of 
loan  proposals  being  such  an  everyday  occur- 
rence that  any  particular  application  makes  no 
impression  on  one's  memory.  I  was  present 
when  Mr.  Wason  referred  to  the  matter  in  the 
House,  but  the  subject  was  so  carefully  veiled 
in  his  remarks  that  I  did  not  then  recognise 
the  transaction  he  alluded  to.  Will  you  oblige 
me  by  laying  this  before  your  Minister?  I 
have  already  explained  my  connection  with 
this  business  to  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Lands." 

He  was  simply  bound  to  ask  that  that  letter  be 
laid  on  the  table,  in  justice  to  Mr.  McGovran. 
When  he  had  laid  the  memoranda  on  the  table 
the  other  day  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
had  distinctly  said  the  remarks  which  were 
alleged  to  be  offensive  were  not  there. 
.  Mr.  G.  HUTGHISON.— They  are  not  there 
now. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
must,  then,  say  this :  The  Public  Trustee  was 
not  a  person  who  should  hold  that  position — 
that  he  was  a  person  who  was  wilfully  keeping 
bcMk  from  the  House  a  pencil  memorandum. 
The  honourable  member  must  say  also  that 
Mr.  McGk>wan  was  a  public  officer  who  was  not 
entitled  to  confidence.  There  was  Mr.  Wason's 
letter,  and  Mr.  Wason  said  he  was  satisfied  it 
was  there,  and  stated  why  he  took  exception 
to  it,  and  why  he  considered  the  remarks 
were  offensive.  Yet  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  now  said  they  were  not  there. 
That  was  not  the  first  statement  which  had 
been  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  in  the  House  that  was  without  the 
slightest  foundation  in  fact.  He  (Mr.  Seddon) 
believed  the  Public  Trustee,  and  he  believed 
Mr.  McGowan,  in  preference  to  the  statement 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea.  But  he- 
thought  he  was  doing  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  a  service  by  simply  laying  this  ex-- 
planation  by  Mr.  McGowan  on  the  table  of  the 
House  without  remark.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  had  thought  fit,  however,  to  bring 
this  matter  up  again  and  to  place  this  letter  by 
Mr.  Wason  on  record,  which  was  simply  con- 
demnatory of  himself.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber had  made  assertions  that  persons  applying 
for  loans  to  the  Government  Office  were  in- 
sulted, and  their  business  exposed  outside  the 
office,  and  that  his  loan  was  refused  on  political 
grounds^in  other  words,  that  he  was  not  of  the 
"  right  colour  " ;  and  to  that  a  complete  refuta- 
tion had  been  given  by  the  Public  Trustee  and 
by  Mr.  McGk>wan. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  rose  to  a 
point  of  order.     Was  it  in  order  to  raise  points 
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in  a  previoas  speech  of  the  hoaourable  member 
for  Selwyn  whioh  bad  been  already  dealt  with 
by  their  withdrawal,  and  whioh  withdrawal 
had  been  aooepted  by  the  Premier  as  the  head 
of  the  Government  ?       • 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Did  you  hear  Mr.  Wason's 
letter  read,  to-day  ?  That  seems  to  reyiye  the 
charges. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wason 
read  that  day  revived  the  charges,  and  in  a 
worse  form  than  they  were  made  on  the  first 
oooasion  by  the  honourable  member.  The 
innaendo  and  direct  charges  there  made  were  of 
such  a  character  that  he  thought  the  honour- 
able member  must,  on  reflection,  be  very  sorry 
Indeed — or  he  would  be  in  his  calmer  moments 
— for  having  written  that  letter.  He  (Mr. 
Seddon)  was  now  charged  that  he  had  been 
well  sustained  in  dragging  Mr.  Wason's  private 
business  before  the  House.  What  oould  he  do  ? 
He  had  no  personal  object  to  serve,  nor  had  he 
any  political  object  to  serve  in  the  matter.  In 
justice  to  the  Public  Trustee  he  had  simply  asked 
that  the  explanation  should  be  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  and  he  had  treated  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  with  every  courtesy. 
And  what  had  been  his  conduct  towards  him  in 
reply  ?  A  direct  charge  had  been  made  against 
him  that  he  was  doing  this  to  drag  the  private 
business  of  a  member  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
Now,  the  first  statement  he  had  made  in  con- 
nection with  this  business  was  that  in  the 
interest  of  the  Public  Trust  Office,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  lending  department — and  the 
same  thing  applied  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land— Ministers  ought  to  put  nothing  on  the 
table  of  the  House  that  would  in  any  way 
drag  private  business  forward,  and,  by  making 
it  public,  injure  institutions  and  individuals. 
But  if  a  member  would  bring  this  upon  him- 
self nothing  could  be  done  to  prevent  it. 
When  he  was  first  asked  for  the  papers 
he  had  no  more  idea  that  it  was  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  that  was  referred 
to  than  that  it  was  Mr.  Speaker,  or  any  man 
in  the  country.  He  had  no  knowledge  what- 
ever of  it;  in  fact,  he  had  never  heard  of 
it.  He  could  say  clearly,  to  show  how  the 
business  of  the  office  was  conducted,  and  how 
much  it  was  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  that  Ministers  knew  nothing  of  these 
things.  As  he  had  stated  with  regard  to  the 
Lending  Board,  so  with  the  Public  Trust 
Board.  Though  he  was  a  member  of  It,  he 
had  not  attended  the  Board  for  the  last  two 
years.  He  knew  it  had  been  said,  in  times 
gone  by,  that  when  loans  were  offered  and 
applied  for  Ministers  went  to  the  Board ;  and 
it  nad  been  hurled  agamst  them  time  after 
time  that  they  would  use  their  infiuenoe 
for  their  friends  and  against  their  enemies 
or  those  politically  opposed  to  them — that 
that  influence  would  be  used  against  them. 
Therefore,  he  said,  in  respect  to  the  loan  busi- 
ness, he  had  never  attended  the  Board  at  aJl.  If 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  had,  as  he 
had  stated,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  political 
influences  had  been  at  work,  and  that  that  was 
the  reason  his  loan  had  been  refused,  when 
Hr.  Buchanan 


he  received  the  explanations  from  the  Publio 
Trustee  and  Mr.  |MoGowan  he  ought  to  have 
at  once  withdrawn  the  imputations  and  to 
have  maintained  that  position.  When  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  received  the  letter  from  Mr.  Wason  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  in  the  writer's 
interest  it  would  be  better  not  to  make  the 
matter  one  of  public  record,  and  he  had  decided, 
therefore,  simply  to  lay  on  the  table  Mr. 
McGowan's  explanation.  He  had  been  pre- 
vented from  doing  that  by  the  course  taken  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea.  He  had 
not  been  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Wason  would  not  be  present  that  day,  or 
that  he  had  left  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  to  take  charge  of  the  matter  for  him. 
He  was  led  to  infer,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that 
Mr.  Wason  had  been  ill-advised  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea,  and  he  might  say  he 
thought  the  letter  whioh  had  just  been  read 
was  conceived  more  in  the  spirit  that  would 
emanate  from  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
than  from  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  desired  briefly  for 
a  moment,  by  way  of  personal  explanation,  to  - 
refer  to  one  or  two  unworthy  reflections  the 
Premier  had  indulged  in  against  himself,  one 
of  them  with  reference  to  his  having  made  a 
statement  whioh,  according  to  the  Premier, 
was  without  the  slightest  fotmdation  in  fact. 
He  (Mr.  Hutchison)  would  not  do  more  than 
notice  that  imputation,  because  he  was  not 
prepared  to  accept  the  Premier  as  an  authority 
on  veracity.  Then,  the  Premier  had  suggested 
that  the  letter  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  whioh  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  had 
read  was  conceived  and  advised  by  him.  To 
that  he  gave  a  most  absolute  contradiction. 
He  had  only  seen  a  copy  of  the  letter  after  the 
original  haid  been  prenared.  The  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn  haa  been  in  the  House  the 
same  afternoon  prepared  to  meet  the  Premier 
if  the  Premier  had  then  done  what  he  was  now 
doing,  but,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn had  to  leave  for  Canterbury  the  same 
afternoon,  he  had  left  the  papers  with  him  (Mi. 
Hutchison)  to  be  used  if  the  oooasion  arose. 
He  desired  to  point  out  that  the  remarks  he 
had  made  as  to  the  papers  were  not  inoonsistent 
with  the  absolute  veracity  of  Mr.  MoGowan 
and  the  Publio  Trustee.  The  pencil  memoran- 
dum was  possibly  something  attached  to  the 
flle,  and  when  it  was  afterwards  found  to  have 
no  reference  to  the  original  inquiry  had  pos- 
sibly been  detached.  At  any  rate,  there  was 
the  Public  Trustee's  statement,  as  quoted,  that 
he  had  found  attached  a  penciUed  memoran- 
dum, in  Mr.  McGowan's  own  handwriting, 
which  did  not  appear  to  be  with  the  papers. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly  it  is. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Will  you  show  it? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was :  "  Did  year  de- 
partment buy  J.  0.  Wason's  Corwar  Estate, 
near  Highbank?  Oould  you  let  me  see  the 
papers  for  a  few  minutes? — J.  McG."  The 
pencilled  memorandum  was  as  foilows :  **  Mata- 
witi  Estate,  2.026  acres  2  roods  88  poles,  pox- 
chased  from  Mr.  Wason  for  £14,200  18b.  lOd. 
(£7  per  acre).''    He  said  also, — 
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*'  I  addressed  a  short  memoraodnm  io  the 
oleik  of  the  Board,  Mr.  McKenow  himself 
l>6iiig  absent  from  WellingtoD,  inquiring  whe- 
4her  Gorwar  had  been  purohased  by  the  Grown. 
His  pencilled  reply  is  written  across  my  memo- 
xandnm,  and  is  the  oommonioation  that  Mr. 
Wason  stigmatises  as  offensive." 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Where  is  that  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  here  in  the  papers 
laid  on  the  table,  and  it  is  what  I  have  read  to 
you. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  not  offensive. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Wason  to-day,  in  his 
letter,  says  it  is  not  offensive.  He  says  to-day, 
**I  do  not  take  exception  to  the  pencilled 
mamorandam." 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  right  honour- 
able  gentleman,  in  order  to  clear  the  matter  up, 
to  lay  the  original  papers  on  the  table  for  an 
hour  or  so  for  reference,  and  it  woald  then  be 
seen  whether  or  not  that  was  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  asking  him  to  do  that  which  was  impossible. 
He  could  not  kty  the  original  documents  upon 
the  table  of  the  House,  but  he  was  prepared  to 
allow  the  honourable  member  to  go  and  ask 
the  Public  Trustee  and  Mr.  MoGowan  to  let 
him  see  for  himself,  and  he  could  then  tell  the 
House  that  he  was  satisfied.  He  was  positive 
that  was  the  pencilled  memorandum.  The 
Public  Trustee  and  Mr.  McGbwan  had  said 
they  had  given  it  to  them;  and  he  could 
not  understand  why  the  honourable  member 
doubted  it.  He  (the  Premier)  had  said  the 
remarks  in  Mr.  Wason 's  letter  had  been  con- 
ceived in  the  spirit  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea;  he  had  not  said  that  honourable 
member  had  written  them.  Now,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  had  given  them  an 
assurance  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  letter, 
and  he  (the  Premier)  frankly  accepted  that 
assurance. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Subsequently, 

Mr.  S£DD0£7  said  he  had  shown  the  original 
memorandum  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea ;  and  he  would  now  ask  that  gentleman 
to  say  whether' he  was  satisfied. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  was  glad  to  have  the 
opportuni^  afforded  of  saying  that,  the  Pre- 
jnier  having  shown  him  the  ori^nal  docu- 
ments which  he  had  suggested  might  throw 
liC^t  on  the  matter  and  clear  up  any  con- 
fusion, he  was  now  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
pencil  memorandum  was  with  the  printed 
papers,  and  that,  in  its  terms,  could  not  be  oon- 
aidered  offensive.  It  was  also  clear  that  the 
pencilled  memorandum  was  not  the  particular 
memorandum  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  took  exception  to. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

^QQ         Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).  —  Before 

going  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  I  would 

like    to    ask  the    leader   of   the    Opposition 

whether  he  is  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  de- 

tMte  on  the  Financial  Statement  to-day  ? 

Captain  BUSSSLL  (Hawke*s  Bay).— It  is 
inconvenient  for  us  to  disoasB  the  question  of 


Supply  to-day,  and  I  would  suggest  that  the 
oustom  which  has  prevailed  for  many  years 
past  should  obtain  on  this  occasion  also,  and 
that  we  should  commence  the  debate  on  Tues- 
day afternoon  next. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  desire  to  get  this  debate 
on  as  soQU  as  possible,  so  as  to  ascertain  the 
minds  of  honourable  members  generally  upon 
the  proposals  submitted  in  the  Budget,  and 
there  are  two  very  good  reasons  why  we  should 
get  the  debate  on  and  over  as  soon  as  we  can. 
In  the  first  plMe,  as  regards  the  ways  and 
means,  and  more  particularly  those  ways  and 
means  applying  to  the  providing  of  the  neces- 
saxy  rolling-stock,  wagons,  and  the  work  of  the 
railway  workshops  generally,  I  may  say  that 
this  work  is  being  held  back  for  the  present. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Why  should  it 
be  held  back? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  simply  wish  to  know  where 
I  am  in  regard  to  money.  At  the  present  time 
the  Minister  for  Railways  has  exceeded  the 
appropriations;  and  I  say  in  that  respect  we 
must  DC  very  careful,  in  case  we  are  charged 
with  having  exceeded  the  votes.  I  know  that 
honourable  members  opposite  are  very  care- 
fully watching  such  matters,  and,  having  already 
this  session  gone  through  the  ordeal  in  this 
House  on  account  of  having  gone  beyond  the 
appropriations,  though  I  should  be  doing  it 
openly  in  the  face  of  the  statement  made  by  the 
Minister  for  Bailways  if  I  exceeded  the  vote, 
I  do  not  wish  to  do  so.  But  I  do  not  want  to 
digress.  The  next  question  is  this :  I  find  in 
the  Customs  branch  of  the  public  service  a  dis- 
turbance respecting  the  5  per-cent.  remission 
proposed  on  the  duties  on  goods  manufactured 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  I  find  immediately, 
of  course,  that  the  miporters  are  holding  over 
clearances  until  they  xnow  definitely  whether 
or  not  the  remission  is  to  be  granted.  I 
desired  and  am  quite  prepared  to  go  on  now 
witli  the  debate  if  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
will  agree,  and  I  am  bound,  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy,  to  consult  his  convenience ;  but  I  am 
not  going  to  have  my  Financial  Statement 
taken  piecemeal.  My  proposal  is,  of  course,  to 
go  on  with  it  at  once,  as  I  have  good  grounds 
for  having  the  matter  dealt  with  as  soon  as 
possible ;  out,  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  will  bring  the  motion 
for  the  debate  on  again  to-morrow,  and  probably 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  then  be  able  to 
let  me  know  the  mind  of  the  Opposition  on  the 
question — because,  as  I  stated,  in  respect  to  the 
work  of  the  railway  workshops,  and  in  justice 
to  the  men  employed  there,  I  might  probably 
take  a  step  in  respect  to  that  matter  at  once, 
if  the  proposals  of  the  Government  regarding 
the  railways  are  not  to  be  questioned.  At  all 
events,  I  will  bring  the  motion  forward  again 
to-morrow. 

Csptain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay).— I  might 
save  the  right  honourable  gentleman  any  diffi- 
culty about  bringing  the  motion  up  to-morrow  by 
telling  him  at  once  that  the  mind  of  the  Oppo- 
sition is  fully  made  up.  They  would  prefer 
not  to  discuss  the  Financial  Statement  until 
Tuesday  next.    For  my  part,  I  cannot  see  how 
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the  qaoBtion  of  our  going  into  Ck)mmitt6e  of 
Supply  will  affect  the  railway  workshops  in 
any  degree  whatsoever,  and  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  preferential  tariff  with  Great 
Britain,  of  course  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  that  it  is  customary  to  bring  down 
a  resolution  immediately  after  any  proposed 
alteration  in  the  t6uriff  is  made,  so  as  to  give 
effect  to  the  proposed  remission.  That  is  the 
invariable  rule,  and,  though  for  my  part  I  do 
not  wish  to  advise  the  Premier  as  to  how  he 
should  conduct  the  business  of  the  House,  I 
might  say  that  he  would  be  right  in  at 
once  giving  effect  to  the  tariff  proposal  by 
carrying  a  resolution  in  the  House,  if  he 
is  serious  in  regard  to  the  suggestion  he  has 
made  respecting  the  preferential  tariff.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  give  this  afternoon  to  the  consideration 
of  the  local  Bills  which,  unfortunately,  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  ot  being  considered  on 
other  and  proper  occasions,  and  that  we  should 
commence  the  debate  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment on  Tuesday.  The  circumstances  are  per- 
fectly clear  that  in  the  years  1888,  1889,  1890, 
1891,  1892,  1893,  1894,  1895,  and  in  1896  the 
financial  debate  never  came -on  until  after  an 
interval  of  one  week  after  the  delivery  of  the 
Statement  itself,  and  on  some  occasions  it  was 
a  little  longer  than  a  week.  But  in  no  single 
instance  has  it  ever  been  less  than  a  week,  so 
that  I  do  not  think  we  are  requiring  anything 
extraordinary  when  we  ask  tnat  the  practice 
which  has  obtained  in  the  past  be  adhered  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Colonial  Treasurer).—!  might 
say  in  answer  to  that,  that  the  Financial  State- 
ments in  the  past  have  covered  some  twenty- 
nine  pages ;  and  if  it  took  a  week  to  consider 
twenty-nine  pages,  and  the  number  of  pages  are 
now  reduced  to  nine  or  ten,  I  say  you  should  only 
now  require  three  days,  or,  in  fact,  a  couple  of 
days.  The  Statement* this  year  has  been  con- 
fined solely  to  finance,  and,  seeing  that  honour- 
able members  opposite  have  during  the  recess, 
and  even  during  the  session,  been  telling  the 
country  that  they  know  more  about  the  finances 
than  I  do,  why  do  they  want  any  time  to  con- 
sider it  at  all  ?  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  logical. 
At  all  events,  I  shall  bring  this  up  to-morrow,  and 
then  we  may  definitely  arrange  as  to  taking  the 
debate.  As  to  bringing  down  resolutions,  I  have 
said  I  do  not  intend  to  touch  the  tariff  by  in- 
troducing resolutions  and  bringing  down  an 
amended  Tariff  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— How.  then,  will  you 
doit? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  tell  you  later  on. 
There  is  no  necessity  in  this  case  for  a  re- 
vision of  the  tariff.  Once  I  got  a  resolution  in 
Ways  and  Means  with  regard  to  a  proposed 
alteration  of  the  tariff,  I  might  put  the  reso- 
lution in,  but  I  should  not  know  it  when  it 
came  out ;  so  that  I  think  I  have  given  suffi- 
cient reason  why  there  should  be  no  resolution. 
At  any  rate,  though  this  may  be  dealt  with, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  adjourning  the  debate 
so  long.  Each  of  the  proposals  will  have  to 
be  dealt  with  separately  outside  the  Financial 
Statement.  There  will  have  to  be  a  Bill,  of 
Captain  JRttssell 


course,  to  enable  us  to  raise  the  half-milUon 
for  public  works  and  the  estimates  themselveB— 
the  proposals  for  the  increases.  These  proposals 
will  have  to  be  discussed  on  the  estimates,  more 
particularly  on  the  first  item.  Consequently, 
not  much  time  is  required  before  the  debate 
on  the  Financial  Statement,  or  for  the  debate 
itself,  this  session.  However,  I  must  conform 
to  what  has  been  the  custom.  I  should  have 
liked,  myself,  to  have  departed  from  the  old 
practice,  even  though  it  has  been,  as  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  had  said,  the  practice  in  the 
past  to  allow  a  week  before  going  on  with  the 
debate.  There  are  many  practices  in  this 
House  as  to  the  conduct  of  business  with  re- 
gard to  which  the  sooner  they  are  swept  away 
the  better.  I  would  suggest,  myself,  that  we 
should  meet  on  two  mornings  in  the  week  at 
ten  o'clock,  and  on  those  two  mornings  we 
should  close  our  business  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
night. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Fourteen  hours  a  day  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Only  eight  working-hours. 
Well,  I  was  saying  that  the  lender  of  the  Op- 
position and  I  should  arrange  to-morrow,  if 
possible,  to  go  on  with  the  debate  then,  and 
also  take  a  oouple  of  mornings  next  week.  At 
all  events,  it  is  worth  thinking  over,  and  in  the 
meantime  I  will  not  press  Supply  to-day. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  think.  Sir,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ought  to  explain  a  little  more 
clearly  what  he  means. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  explained  the  posi- 
tion  to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  I  do 
not  think  the  honourable  member  is  entitled 
to  speak  when  there  is  no  motion  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- 1  think  that  in  the  case  of 
skirmishing  before  the  financial  debate  com- 
mences it  must  be  limited  to  the  leaders  of  the 
House.    A  general  debate  cannot  now  arise. 

MASTER  AND  APPRENTICE  BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON  (Minister  of  Labour).— Sir,  it 
gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  bring  forward 
the  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill  this  session, 
and  which  was  rejected  in  another  place  last 
session.  Those  connected  with  the  labour 
movement,  and  those  who  especially  take  a 
deep  interest  in  the  progress  of  our  oolonj, 
have  laid  very  great  weight  indeed  on  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  I  may  say  there  is  neces- 
sity for  it.  It  is  admitted  that  great  wrong  ta 
being  done  at  the  present  time,  and  that  thia 
wrong  has  been  going  on  for  years  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  the  girls  going  into  the  various  shops 
and  establishments,  and  also  in  connection 
with  the  boys,  where  they  were  taken  on  what 
is  known  as  probation.  They  are  kept  these 
for  twelve  months  without  any  remuneratioii 
whatever,  and  led  to  hope  that  they  will 
be  selected  at  the  end  of  the  year ;  and  when 
the  end  of  the  year  comes  they  are  sent  aboat 
their  business,  practically  barred  from  going 
into  any  other  class  of  work.  In  the  meantime 
their  employers  have  received  great  benefit 
from  their  labour,  and  have  given  them  nothing 
in  return.  Looking  at  that  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  say  it  is  high  time  we  passed  an  Aq4 
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preventing  this  evil  from  being  oontinued,  and 
makins  employers,  if  ihey  take  boys  or  girls 
into  their  shops,  faotories,  and  workrooms, 
accept  the  lair  responsibility  which  they  under- 
took—namely, to  give  these  yoaths  the  trade 
to  which  they  are  apprenticed.  Sir,  one  of 
the  greatest  troubles  this  colonv  will  have  to 
deal  with  in  the  near  future  is  the  question  as 
to  whether  you  are  to  have  skilled  artisans — 
skilled  tradesmen— or  whether  you  are  still  to 
have  youths  taken  on  at  the  various  establish- 
ments, and  at  the  end  of  the  time,  instead 
of  being  useful  tradesmen,  they  are  to  be  oast 
upon  the  world  practically  unable  to  make  a 
living  at  the  portion  of  the  trade  at  which  they 
have  been  at  work  during  the  time  they  have 
been  employed.  Under  the  good  old  appren- 
ticeship systom  in  the  Mother-country  things 
were  different ;  and  even  to-day,  if  you  want 
a  good  all-round  workman  upon  whom  you  can 
depend  for  first- class  work— I  am  alluding  now 
to  the  higher  skilled  trades — ^you  will  be  best 
served  by  getting  one  who  has  learned  his  trade 
in  the  Old  World  rather  than  one  who  has 
served  his  time  in  the  colonies.  It  is  not  the 
youths  who  are  to  blame,  because  I  say  they 
are  intellectually  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the 
youths  at  Home.  And  physically  I  say  they 
are  superior  to  the  youths  at  Home.  But  here 
in  the  colony  they  are  not  given  an  oppor- 
tunity, and  it  is  premeditated — done  witn  an 
object.  In  respect  to  some  particular  trades 
there  must  and  will  be  necessary  subdivision. 
I  do  not  say  for  all  trades  they  require  the 
five  years'  apprenticeship  they  have  to  serve 
in  the  Mother- country-there  are  some  trades 
where  three  years  are  enough,  and  in  some  of 
the  divisions  and  subdivisions  they  can  be 
taught  in  even  less  time.  But  there  ought  to 
be  a  principle  laid  down  that  if  a  master 
engages  to  teach  a  youth  his  trade  the  parent 
of  the  youth  and  the  youth  himself  ought  to 
have  some  guarantee  that  the  trade  will  be 
taught,  and  that  when  the  youth  has  finished 
his  time  he  will  be  able  to  go  into  the  world 
and  make  a  living  at  his  trade.  I  say  that 
is  not  done  at  the  present  time.  I  shsJl  be 
told  that  by  passing  this  legislation  a  number 
of  youtbs  will  be  thrown  out  into  the  streets, 
and  that  there  will  be  seven  or  eight  thousand 
in  the  colony  who,  if  this  Bill  passes  into 
law,  will  be  injured.  I  simply  say,  in  answer 
to  that,  that  the  parents  of  those  children 
— those  engaged  in  these  occupations,  and 
those  whose  children  would  be  cast  upon 
ihe  streets — ought  to  know,  and  migbt  be 
allowed  to  judge  on  a  matter  of  this  kind*, 
and  they  say,  **  We  want  this  legislation,"  and 
why  should  there  be  this  commiseration  from 
Ihose  whose  children  will  not  be  affected.  I 
have  been  surprised  at  the  conmiiseration  and 
the  agitatioiL  and  earnestness  on  the  part  of 
some  who  wish  to  save  these  children  from 
being  cast  upon  the  streets;  whereas  the 
parents  and  the  children  themselves  are  satis- 
fied we  should  pass  the  law.  I  say  those  more 
particularly  affected  ought  to  be,  in  a  case  of 
the  kind,  the  best  judges— at  all  events,  they 
will  have  to  bear  the  consequences ;  and  I  am 


satisfied  that  if  this  Bill  becomes  law  we  shall 
not  have  the  hundreds  of  girls  thrown  out  of 
work  annually  after  they  have  done  twelve 
months  on  probation,  and  after  they  have 
been  taken  from  other  walks  in  life — their 
hopes  and  expectations  .raised  only  to  be 
dashed  to  the  ground  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
I  say  this  legislation  will  stop  that.  And 
I  ask  this  question:  Are  they  keeping  them 
employed  from  purely  philanthropic  motives  ? 
Is  It  simply  that  they  may  prove  themselves 
capable  of  being  taught  a  trade  that  they  go 
and  take  them  into  their  shops  and  establish- 
ments, and  find  instructors  to  instruct  them  ? 
Is  this  all  done  from  pure  patriotism,  and  to  keep 
the  girls  and  boys  from  being  out  of  work? 
Or  is  it  because  they  have  work  for  them  to  do, 
and  these  boys  and  girls  can  do  it  in  a  short 
time,  and  get  no  remuneration  therefrom  ?  I 
say  the  people  of  the  colony  do  not  want  the 
girls  and  boys  of  the  working-classes  to  work 
for  them— to  make  their  bonnets,  trim  their 
hats,  and  make  their  clothing  for  them— and 
receive  nothing  for  it.  And  I  do  not  know  any 
part  of  the  world  where  this  Is  so  much  done 
as  in  New  Zealand.  And,  what  is  more,  the 
better  conducted  establishments  want  this  law 
to  be  passed  ;  they  do  not  care  about  the  system 
in  vogue  at  present.  But  if  one  does  it,  and  if 
they  have  this  system  in  one  establishment, 
another  one  perforce,  although  it  is  against 
their  own  convictions,  is  bound  to  follow  the 
system,  in  order  to  hold  ito  own  with  those  who 
get  the  work  done  for  nothing.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  Legislature  is  justified  in 
passing  this  Bill.  Now  I  come  to  another 
question.  What  caused  the  feeling  against 
this  legislation  was  that  we  proposed,  in  a  Bill 
that  was  before  the  House  formerly,  to  have 
a  hard-and-fast  rule  fixed  by  schedule,  and  it 
was  that  sshedule  which  caused  the  difficulty 
before  the  Labour  Bills  Committee.  Well, 
after  carefully  going  into  the  question  we 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  matter 
must  be  Battled  by  the  Conciliation  Board 
or  the  Arbitration  Court— that  the  question 
of  the  number  of  apprentices  per  journey- 
man should  be  first  adjusted  amongst  them- 
selves ;  and  the  Bill  was  amended,  and  the  Bill 
before  us  now  gives  effect  to  that  amendment. 
I  say,  therefore,  the  objections  taken  to  the 
Bill  hitherto,  and  which  were  taken  by  the 
industrial  associations  as  against  the  measure, 
do  not  apply  now,  as  the  matter  now  is  to  be 
adjusted  by  the  Arbitration  Court  and  the  Con- 
ciliation Board.  I  notice  that  exception  was 
taken  to  the  increased  wages  proposed  in  the 
Bill.  But  the  alteration  proposed — by  the 
Buildere*  Association  I  think  it  was — is  not  at 
material  importance.  It  is  a  question  of  about 
5  per  cent,  difference.  I  feel  satisfied,  when  we 
come  so  near  as  that  by  those  engaged  in  the 
building  trade,  we  may  take  it  this  is  the  mind 
also  of  those  engaged  in  other  trades  in  the 
colony.  Such  being  the  case,  I  mav  say  that 
practically  no  objections  exist  to  the  Bill  except 
on  the  part  of  the  philanthropist,  who  says  if 
we  pass  it  it  means  throwing  out  of  employ- 
ment a  large  number  of  the  youths  of  our 
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oolony.  I  have  said  it  is  maoh  belter,  rather 
than  to  have  them  cutting  down  wages— going 
into  trades  they  are  never  tanght,  and  in  the 
end  being  cast  npon  the  streets — for  them  to 
find  other  channels  of  labour,  so  as  to  be  able 
on  arriving  at  maturity  to  maintain  them- 
selves. I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it 
is  better  to  have  them  turned  out  at  the  pre- 
sent time  in  our  colony,  when  we  have  their 
fathers,  who  are  good  tradesmen,  walking  about 
the  streets  absolutely  reduced  to  a  degrading 
position.  In  the  case  of  a  married  man  in  any 
of  our  large  cities  you  will  find  up  to  a  certain 
time  employment  is  given  to  all  the  children, 
and  the  father  of  the  familv  is  placed  in  a 
most  unfortunate  position,  because  he  finds 
himself  without  work  at  his  trade,  while  he 
has  to  be  dependent  upon  his  children  for  a 
livelihood.  But  this  only  goes  on  till  the 
youths  arrive  at  a  certain  age.  As  soon  as 
they  arrive  at  maturity  they  are  put  on  the 
streets  the  same  as  their  fathers— their  younger 
brothers  and  sisters,  owing  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  things,  edge  them  out.  In  answer 
to  the  contention  that  this  Bill  will  put  child- 
ren on  to  the  streets,  should  such  a  result  ensue, 
which  I  deny  would  be  the  case,  the  question 
is,  Which  would  be  preferable—that  the  child- 
ren should  be  unable  to  get  into  the  factories, 
or  that  fathers  and  adults  should  be  thrown 
out  of  work  ?  I  say  there  is  only  one  answer.  A 
number  of  difficulties  met  with  in  our  social  life 
in  respect  to  this  could  not  be  worse  than  the 
fact  of  our  children  practically  being  put  to 
trades  and  kept  there  without  any  remunera- 
tion, or  without  being  taught  a  trade.  Much 
better  they  should  find  some  other  walk  in  life 
in  their  earlier  years  than  to  go  to  a  trade  and 
never  learn  it,  and  at  the  end  of  their  term  be 
merely  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water. 
A  Q  During  the  time  they  are  supposed  to 
be  learning  a  trade  they  have  doled 
out  to  them  a  paltry  28.  or  28.  6d.  a  week, 
their  parents  meanwhile  making  sacrifices 
under  the  impression  that  their  children  are 
being  taught  a  trade ;  and  then,  after  having 
made  all  these  sacrifices,  the  sons,  when  grown 
to  man's  estate,  instead  of  being,  as  they  ought 
to  be,  working  at  their  trade,  and  in  a  position 
to  help  their  parents,  are  out  on  the  streets  with 
no  trade  at  all  at  their  fingers'-ends.  I  say 
that  is  the  position  of  our  industrial  life  with 
respect  to  this  question,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances, seeing  that  we  passed  this  Bill  before 
last  session,  and  that  it  was  rejected  in  another 
place,  and  that  those  who  are  more  particu- 
larly interested  still  insist  on  this  legislation 
as  being  the  means  of  relieving  them  from  the 
difficulties  under  which  they  at  the  present 
time  labour,  I  ask  the  House  to  again  pass  the 
Bill,  feeling  assured  that,  with  public  opinion 
still  in  favour  of  the  measure,  the  members  in 
another  place  will  give  way,  and  let  us  tiy 
this.  I  believe  if  this  measure  is  passed  it 
will  certainly  remedy  the  grievances  which  at 
the  present  time  exist.  I  beg,  therefore,  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay).— It  is  a 
great  pity,  I  think,  that  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Mr.SideUm 


Premier  is  dot  able  to  address  himself  to  any 
subject  without  endeavouring  by  bathos  to  stir 
up  class  feeling  upon  it.  This,  Sir,  is  a  BiU 
which  should  be  discussed  purely  on  its  merits. 
I  disagree  entirely  with  the  assertion  which  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier  put  forward— that  this 
Bill  meets  with  support  from  the  working- 
classes  universally,  or  near  universally.  When 
first  the  question  of  the  relations  of  masters  and 
apprentices  came  before  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  now  some  three  or  four  vears  a^, 
no  person  had  stronger  convictions  than  I  had 
myself  that  a  Master  and  Apprentice  BUI 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  employers 
and  for  the  working- classes.  But,  Sir,  after 
the  careful  attention  which  I,  with  others,  be- 
stowed upon  it  at  the  Labour  Bills  Committee 
in  two  separate  sessions,  the  opinions  which  I 
once  held  very  strongly  that  the  Master  and  Ap- 
prentice Bill  would  be  very  much  in  favour  of 
the  working-classes,  and  would  result  in  the 
production  of  work  of  first-rate  quality  through- 
out the  colony— a  far  better  quality  of  work^ 
indeed,  than  at  present  exists— underwent  a 
change,  and  I  was  imperatively  forced  to  the. 
conclusion  that  I  had  based  my  opinions  oa 
wrong  premises.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  some  kind  of  Master  and  Apprentice 
Bill  might  not  serve  a  purpose,  but  certainly 
it  has  been  the  case  that  the  evidence  which 
has  been  brought  before  the  Labour  Bills  Oom- 
mittee  on  this  subject  has  had  such  an  in- 
fluence on  tJie  opinions  of  honourable  members 
like  myself  who  attended  the  Labour  Bills  Oom- 
mittee  that  many  of  us  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Bill  would  fail  to  effect  that  which 
was  the  object  of  its  introduction.  There  are 
various  details  in  the  Bill  which  are  in  them- 
selves somewhat  awkward.  And  the  Ru^hfe 
Hon.  the  Premier  thinks  if  we  pass  such  a  Bill 
as  this  we  shall  prevent  our  young  people  froia 
trampling  on  one  another's  heels  in  quest 
of  employment,  He  holds  the  opinion,  appcb- 
rently,  that  we  can  regulate  aJl  progress  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  Now,  I,  on  the  other 
hand,  believe  that  Acts  of  Parliament  can  do 
very  little  good  indeed,  and  that  any  endeavour 
to  materially  alter  the  current  of  employment 
by  Act  of  Parliament  will  result  practically 
in  injuring  all  forms  of  industry.  Snail  we  do 
right  if  we  limit  to  a  great  extent  the  possi- 
bilities of  young  persons  entering  trades?  for 
though,  as  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  has 
pointed  out,  the  method  of  regulating  the 
number  of  apprentices  relatively  to  the  journey- 
men as  proposed  under  this  Bill  is  better  than 
in  the  last — vastly  improved,  I  may  say,  as 
compared  with  the  provisions  which  were  in 
the  Bill  of  the  previous  year— yet  at  the  same 
time  there  wiU  be  a  distinct  tendency  to- 
restrict  the  number  of  young  people  entering, 
the  various  trades ;  in  other  words,  the  regula- 
tion will  restrict  the  number  of  young  people 
who  can  enter  a  trade  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  a  particular  firm  in  any  trade  at  the- 
immediate  moment.  But  if  there  comes  a  day 
— which  no  doubt  will  come,  and  which  I  hope 
will  not  be  long  in  coming — when  there  will  W 
a  return  of  commercial  prosperity,  and  a  eon- 
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aequent  vast  inorease  in  the  trades  and  in- 
dmlriee  of  this  colony,  we  shall  find  onraeWes  in 
Ibis  unfortunate  position,  if  we  have  a  strineent 
master  and  apprentioe  law :  that  we  shall 
have  prevented  oar  young  people  from  being 
brought  up  as  tradesmen,  with  the  result  that 
whenever  there  is  any  great  improvement  in  the 
oommeroe  and  indust^  of  the  oolony,  and  the 
trades  become  far  busier  than  they  are  at 
present,  we  shall  have  to  seek  elsewhere  for 
joumeymen  to  carry  on  our  industries,  because 
by  a  too  rigid  Master  and  Apprentioe  Act  we 
shall  have  precluded  our  young  people  from 
entering  and  learning  the  various  trades  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  turn  out  an  ample  num- 
ber of  joumeymen  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
those  trades.  It  is  assumed,  iJso,  that  no 
person  can  become  a  good  journeyman  unless 
ne  has  passed  through  a  period  of  apprentice- 
ship, and  I  confess  that  some  years  ago  I  held 
that  opinion  too.  But  there  was  a  member  of 
the  House  who,  whatever  the  Premier  may 
think  of  his  politics,  he  must  admit,  was  keenly 
interested  in  the  welfflire  of  the  working- 
dasses — ^I  allude  to  the  late  member  for 
Dunedin,  Mr.  Eamshaw,  a  man  who  had 
bad  considerable  experience  in  America,  as 
well  as  in  this  country  and  in  Europe— and  he 
was  most  strongly  opposed  to  the  passage  of 
the  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  limit  the  number  of  people 
who  were  suitable  for  employment,  and  prevent 
many  who  were  suitable  trom  getting  it. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— That  was  only  after  he 
had  turned  his  coat. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Oh  i  In  this  House  it 
seems  to  me  that  one  cannot  discuss  any  ques- 
tion without  the  question  of  party  being  im- 
mediately imported  into  it.  Now,  I  do  not  want 
to  discuss  this  question  from  a  party  point  of 
view. 

Mr.  MORRISON.-What  he  said  in  1891, 
1892,  and  1898  was  entirely  different  from 
what  he  said  in  1894, 1896,  and  1896. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  recollect 
what  be  said  in  1891,  1892,  and  1898,  but 
there  is,  at  any  rate,  the  fact  that  he  was  a 
man  who  was  himself  a  skilled  artisan,  and 
who  had  followed  his  trade  to  a  great  extent 
in  America,  and  he  maintained  that  the  artisans 
in  America  will  not  tolerate  a  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bill  at  all>  as  the^  believe  it  would 
be  directly  injurious  to  their  own  interests. 
He  based  his  opinion  on  the  fao(#that  the 
workmen  of  America  take  high  positions  among 
tiie  skilled  workmen  of  almost  any  country  in 
the  world,  and  yet  these  men  go  through  the 
oonrse  of  learning  their  trades  without  any 
system  of  apprenticeship  at  aJl. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.— It  was  killed  by  the 
Knights  of  Labour. 

Ci^tain  RUSSELL. —  Yes;  a  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bill  was  opposed  by  the  Knights 
ol  Jbabour  of  Amerioa.  But  let  us  endeavour 
to  discuss  the  matter  guided  by  the  opinions  of 


e  persons  who  are  more  competent  than 
myself  to  pronounce  a  judgment  upon  it ;  let 
Qi  try  to  amve  at  a  oonoludon  based  upon  the 
«zperienoe  of  men  who  are  en  rapport  with  the 


labouring-classes.  That  is  the  principle  we 
want  to  go  on.  If  it  can  be  borne  into  our 
minds  that  we  can  improve  the  condition  of  the 
workpeople,  or  improve  the  class  of  work,  by 
compelling  our  ^oung  people  to  serve  a  period 
of  apprenticeship,  by  all  means  let  us  do  so. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  admitted  that  we  shall  want 
no  more  skilled  artisans  in  this  country  than 
we  can  at  the  particular  moment  find  employ- 
ment for.  Therefore  do  not  let  us  be  too  rigid 
in  restricting  the  number  of  apprentices  who 
shall  be  instructed  in  the  different  trades.  I 
believe  that  in  consequence  of  our  happy 
climatic  conditions  we  should  be  able  to  supply 
workmen  to  the  whole  South  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
we  need  not  be  afraid  if  we  turn  out  skilled 
workmen  that  they  will  be  unable  to  get  em- 
ployment. There  will  be  work  for  them  in  all 
parts  of  the  South  Pacific  Ocean  if  they  are 
deserving  of  it.  On  a  previous  occasion  when 
this  question  was  discussed  in  this  House  we 
were  told  that  our  New  Zealand  engineers— our 
mechanical  engineers— had  gained  for  them- 
selves good  employment  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  on  account  of  their  special  aptitude; 
yet  those  young  men  were  brought  up  in  this 
colony  without  any  form  of  apprenticeship 
whatsoever.  There  is  the  same  defect  in  this 
Bill  that  I  have  noticed  in  every  other  which 
has  been  brought  in,  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion :  An  apprentice  remains  what  is  termed  a 
"  young  person  *'  till  he  reaches  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  No  young  person  is  to  be  al- 
lowed to  be  employed  in  any  shop  or  factory 
except  in  the  terms  of  an  apprenticeship,  and 
therefore  we  may  find  oarselves  in  this  absurd 
position :  that  a  lad  who  has  been  apprenticed 
at  ^e  age  of  fourteen,  and  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  four  years,  actually  gets  out  of  the 
term  of  his  apprenticeship  at  eighteen,  and  yet 
he  is  still,  according  to  this  Bill,  a  "  young  per- 
son "  until  he  is  twenty,  and  is  actually  debarred 
from  earning  his  livelihood  from  the  time  he 
has  emerged  from  the  period  of  his  apprentice- 
ship until  he  has  passed  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  when  he  ceases  to  be  a  "  young  person.*^ 
Mr.  SMITH.— That  is  provided  for  under 
subsection  (8)  of  section  7. 

Captain  RuSSELL.— I  read  that  provision, 
and  wondered  whether  it  was  intended  to  have 
that  effect ;  but  it  seems  to  me  quite  insuffi- 
cient to  do  what  is  wanted.  However,  there  is 
another  point  which  should  be  borne  in  mind 
also :  that  if  you  limit  the  number  of  young 
persons  who  can  become  apprentices,  and 
more  particularly  young  girls— and  no  doubt 
this  is  a  matter  which  is  very  unfortunate — 
there  are  numbers  of  them  who  go  into  the 
millinery  and  other  kindred  trades,  and  are 
kept  there  for  a  short  period  only  in  that 
employ — at  the  very  instant  when  they  are 
entitled  to  proper  remuneration  for  their  work 
they  are  discharged,  and  room  is  made  for 
other  young  people  without  wages.  I  think 
that  is  a  condition  of  things  which  is  very 
deplorable.  But  how  are  we  going  to  provide 
against  it  under  this  Bill  ?  There  is,  no  doubt» 
a  clause  which  fixes  the  rate  of  remuneration 
which  is  to  be  paid  to  apprentices;  but  I 
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mainUkin  ii  you  limit  the  nniDber  of  ap- 
prentioe8 — and,  unfortunately,  there  are  large 
numbers  of  growing  girls,  you  oannot  oall 
them  young  women,  who,  instead  of  going 
into  domestio  employ  or  remaining  at  home 
and  performing  hounehold  duties,  are  onl^  too 
anxious  to  get  into  employment  as  miUmers 
or  dressmakers  and  other  kindred  pursuits — 
if  we  limit  the  number  there  will  be  innumer- 
able applicants  for  the  very  few  vacancies  that 
will  arise.  I  will  not  weary  the  House  by 
relating  my  own  personal  experience  in  con- 
nection with  such  oases,  but  I  not  infrequently 
have  been  applied  to  to  use  such  local  influ- 
ence as  I  possess  to  get  persons'  daughters  into 
the  employ  of  millinery  or  other  firms.  The 
consequence  will  be  that  for  every  vacancy 
that  occurs  there  will  be  three  or  four  appli- 
oants.  What  are  you  going  to  do  under  this 
Bill  7  You  are  going  to  reduce  the  number  of 
young  persons  who  can  be  thus  employed,  and, 
though  there  is  a  fixed  rate  of  remuneration,  the 
inevitable  result  will  be  this  ".  that  that  which  is 
so  universal  a  practice  in  England  at  the  pre- 
sent time  will  come  to  pass  in  New  Zealand : 
premiums  will  be  demanded  from  everybody 
before  they  are  allowed  to  enter  into  an  ap- 
prenticeship. I  may  be  told  that  an  Aot  can 
oe  passed  to  prevent  premiums  being  charged, 
but  I  maintain  it  will  be  impossible  to  meet 
that  difficulty.  I  think  this  Master  and  Ap- 
prentice Bill  is  likely  to  bring  about  a  condi- 
tion of  things  under  which  the  children  of  the 
extremely  poor  will  be  unable  to  enter  handi- 
crafts for  which  they  may  possess  the  essential 
qualifications,  simply  because  the  parents  are 
not  able  to  pay  the  premiums.  We  shall  thus 
be  driving  numbers  of  people  froiii  the  towns 
to  settle  in  the  country,  and  that,  I  think, 
will  be  a  very  good  thing.  I  think  if  we  had 
a  more  widely  distributed  population — if  we 
Lad  smaller  towns  and  more  people  living 
in  the  country — it  would  be  very  much  better 
for  the  shopkeepers  in  the  towns  and  also 
for  the  country.  But  the  fact  remains  that 
the  effect  of  this  BiU  will  be  to  drive 
people  from  the  towns  into  the  country.  It 
vnll  limit  the  number  of  persons  who  can  be 
employed  in  handicrafts;  it  will  limit  the  em- 
ployment as  artisans  to  the  children  of  those 
people  who  are  able  to  find  money  to  pay  the 
premiums  that  will  be  demanded.  Then, 
again,  on  account  of  the  period  of  apprentice- 
ship being  extended  possibly  to  five  years,  in- 
stances will  happen  not  infrequently  of  lads 
who  are  apprenticed  to  a  particular  trade,  who, 
before  they  have  been  a  year  in  that  trade, 
will  revolt  against  it ;  they  will  find  that  they 
would  be  more  suited  to  another  occupation  ; 
yet  they  will  be  compelled  to  remain  the 
whole  period  of  five  years  for  which  they 
have  been  apprenticed,  though  they  may 
have  matured  a  natural  instinct  for  litera- 
ture, or  art  may  have  developed  itself,  which 
vrould  make  employment  utterly  distasteful. 
I  ho^  we  may  have  an  interesting  and  ex- 
haustive debate  from  the  members  of  the 
House  on  this  subject.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge,  I  do  not  believe  the  oonsensasof  opinion 
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of  the  countiy  is  in  favour  of  the  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bill.  As  I  commenced,  so  I  shall 
conclude,  by  saying  that  I  veiy  much  doubt 
whether  there  will  be  any  good  result  from  the 
passing  of  such  a  Bill,  and,  individually,  I  am 
convinced  of  the  inexpediency  of  the  measnie. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Gaversham).— This  is  a 
very  important  Bill,  and  I  desire  to  oongrata- 
late  the  Government  on  its  reintrodaotion  this 
session.  Whatever  opinions  may  be  held  by 
the  honourable  member  who  preceded  me  as 
to  the  necessity  or  otherwise  of  such  a  mea- 
sure as  this,  I  can  assure  him  that  the  opinion 
all  over  the  colony  and  among  all  sections  of 
workers  is  in  favour  of  this  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Membrb. — No ;  in  Oaversham  only. 

Mr.  MORRISON.>-I  think  I  oould  find  a 
few  people  in  the  North  Island  who  are  also  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.  At  any  rate,  I  am  prepoxed 
to  say  this  :  that  three- fourths  of  the  workmen 
from  the  North  Gape  to  the  Bluff  are  in  favour 
of  a  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill. 

An  Hon  Mbmbbb.— No. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  can  assure  honourable 
members  that  on  eveiy  occasion  when  I  have 
addressed  my  constituents  I  have  had  some- 
thing to  say  about  the  Master  and  Apprentioe 
Bill,  and  any  remarks  which  I  have  made  on 
the  subject  have  met  with  the  approval  of  a 
class  of  men  who  thoroughly  understand  the 
ins  and  outs  of  this  question.  Let  me  addieas 
myself  for  a  few  moments  to  some  of  the  |K>intB 
touched  upon  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
He  stated  that,  if  this  Bill  becomes  law,  poor 
people  will  not  be  able  to  get  their  boys  taughi 
a  trade.  I  desire  to  say  £at  there  is  a  feelmg 
amongst  the  workers  &at  their  boys  are  not 
taught  their  trade  now.  If  you  go,  for  instance, 
into  any  engineering  shop  or  other  such  esia> 
blishment  you  will  only  find  about  one  boy  in 
ten  who  is  taught  his  trade  properly.  The  fact 
is  that  a  boy  is  placed  at  some  particular 
machine,  and  kept  at  one  class  of  work  for 
years.  Instead  of  being  taught  his  trade,  he 
is  kept  to  one  branch  of  it,  simply  because 
his  employer  is  making  a  very  handsome  thing 
out  of  him.  This  is  done  by  the  philanthropio 
gentleman  to  whom  the  Premier  referred  a  few 
minutes  ago.  Large  numbers  of  boys  in  this 
way  serve  their  time  without  having  propedy 
learned  their  trade.  I  know  instances  where  a 
parent  of  a  lad  has  interviewed  the  employer, 
and  said  to  him,  **  Why  are  you  keeping  Jaok 
at  one  ^)ass  of  work  so  long:  why  don't  you 

give  him  something  else  to  do?  He  oomee 
ome  and  tells  me  that  nobody  ever  showa 
him  the  way  to  do  anything,  and  he  is  kept 
making  one  particular  article."  The  employer 
turns  round  and  tells  the  parent,  *•  Why,  he  can 
pick  it  up,  the  same  as  I  had  to  do."  Laia- 
gine  an  employer  alleging  that  a  boy  going 
into  a  workshop  to  be  turned  out  an  en- 
gineer, a  blacksmith,  a  bootmaker,  or  any- 
thing else,  can  pick  it  up ;  yet  that  is  the 
way  our  boys  are  frequently  treated.  Why 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  should  think 
that  if  this  Bill  becomes  law  the  poor  people 
vrill  be  handicapped  any  more  than  they  are  at 
present  is  one  of  those  things  I  fail  to  nndei* 
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•tend.  We  know  that  poor  people's  ohildren 
are  not  taught  their  trades  at  the  present  time. 
I  oan  partioularise  shoos  which  are  run  prinoi- 
pally  by  boy-laboor  with  one  or  two  tradesmen 
at  the  head  of  them.  If  this  Bill  becomes  law 
the  people  will  be  no  worse  off  than  they  are  at 
present ;  in  fact,  they  will  ba  in  a  better  posi- 
tion. Under  the  present  system  hundreds  are 
regularly  tamed  away  from  factories,  foundries, 
and  various  other  plMes  direotly  they  require 
a  substantial  increase  of  wages.  The  employer 
says,  when  little  Jack  comes  up  and  asks  for  a 
rise,  "  Things  are  a  bit  slack ;  I  cannot  afford 
to  give  you  a  rise,  so  jon  had  better  go."  Why  ? 
Because  another  **  nipj^r  "  is  coming  up  to  fill 
Jack's  plaoe,  and  he  is  able  to  do  the  work 
aa  well  as  Jack.  The  employer  has  another 
two  years'  work  out  of  this  new  boy  for 
a  mere  nothing.  And  so  it  goes  on.  Year 
after  year  the  same  tactics  are  pursued  by 
the  employers;  and  boys  are  tumbled  out — 
I  oan  use  no  better  expression — when  they  are 
twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  and 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  whose  parents  have 
straggled  and  saved,  and  fed  and  clothed 
them,  and  sent  them  to  technical  schools 
at  night,  with  the  idea  that  thev  are  going 
to  be  tradesmen,  and  will  be  ox  some  ser- 
vice to  the  old  man  and  woman  at  home. 
Instead  of  being  an  assistance,  these  willing, 
straightforward  lads  are  thrown  out  on  the 
streeta  fit  for  nothing.  Here  is  a  lad  whose 
opportunity  is  gone.  The  seven  or  eight  years 
daring  which  he  was  supposed  to  be  learning 
his  trade  he  has  spent  in  learning  to  make 
some  little  particular  artiole,  and  he  is  then 
tamed  out;  and  what  can  he  do?  If  he 
is  a  blacksmith,  what  oan  he  do  ?  He  could 
go,  perhaps,  as  a  striker,  and  that  is  what  the 
pesent  system  turns  out — strikers — who  have 
been  six  or  eight  years  at  a  trudr.  I  gua- 
rantee you  cannot  find  fifty  first-class  engi- 
neers, who  have  been  taught  their  tnMle 
in  this  colony,  who  oould  walk  into  a  shop 
in  England  and  take  their  place  alongside  first- 
olass  men.  The  best  tradesmen  at  present  have 
either  to  go  Home  to  finish  off  or  they  have  to 
go  to  Melboome.  Ask  some  of  the  men  who 
went  Home—good  lads— and  they  will  tell  you 
that  when  they  went  Home  and  found  them- 
lalveB  amongst  Home  engineers  they  were  lost ; 
they  say,  **1  was  perfectly  lost ;  I  was  simply 
aa  infant  in  my  trade."  That  is  the  experience 
of  colonial  youths  under  the  present  system. 
That  is  what  we  object  to— that  we  are  not 
teaohittg  lads  their  trades.  It  is  better  that 
parents  should  know  when  their  lads  are  fifteen 
years  of  age  that  there  is  no  possible  hope  of 
iheir  getting  a  job  at  a  particular  trade  ;  is  it 
not  better  they  should  know  it  then  than  when 
their  lads  are  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  years 
of  age?  Of  ooarse,  when  a  lad  is  fifteen  he 
oan  tarn  to  something  else,  or  look  about  and 
see  if  there  is  an  opening  for  him  in  some 
particular  plaoe  ;  but  under  the  present 
system  hundreds  of  lads  are  being  turned 
oat  and  simply  ruined.  And  another  pdnt: 
The  leader  ol  the  Opposition  said,  '*  Why  pass 
this  Bill,  even  although  we  should  turn  oat  a 


few  more  skilled  artisans  than  we  oan  em- 
ploy ?  "  My  reply  to  that  is  that  we  are  not 
turning  out  skilleid  artisans  at  all.  Gk>  down 
to  some  places  and  examine  the  boys,  and  adc 
the  emplojer  if  he  has  a  joumeyman  paying 
particular  attention  to  these  lads  and  teaching 
them  their  trades.  The  reply  will  be,  *'  No ; 
they  pick  it  up ;  they  have  got  their  eyes  and 
ears  about  them,  and  they  will  soon  learn." 
Now,  if  we  were  turning  out  tradesmen  I  could 
understand  that  reply. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— Why  not  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  that  purpose  ? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— This  Bill  is  to  compel 
an  employer  to  teach  a  boy  his  trade,  and  we 
have  a  right  to  restrict  the  number  of  ap- 
prentices. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— How  will  that  affect  yonr 
argument  ? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Well,  if  tbis  Bill  be- 
comes law  the  effect  will  be  that  every  em- 
ployer, when  he  takes  a  boy  or  girl  apprentice, 
will  be  compelled  to  teach  him  or  her  their 
trade.  The  result  will  be  a  higher  standard 
of  efficiency  in  their  trade,  and  these  boys  and 
girls  will  be  able  to  go  anywhere  as  tradesmen 
and  tradeswomen.  Under  the  present  system 
boys  and  girls  are  not  being  taught  as  they 
have  a  right  to  be  taught,  and  it  is  not  only  an 
injustice  to  the  boys  and  girls,  but  also  to  the 
colony,  and  it  is  a  cruel  thing  to  the  parents  of 
these  boys  and  girls.  That  is  my  argument. 
The  leader  of  t^e  Opposition  said  it  will  just 
be  exactly  the  other  way.  If  we  pass  this 
Bill  we  shall  not  have  to  import  trades- 
men, because  we  will  be  training  trades- 
men ourselves  in  our  workshops.  Under 
our  present  system  I  candidly  admit  that 
when  you  want  a  first-class  engineer  or  an 
expert  in  some  of  our  best  trades— what  have 
you  got  to  do?  Why,  you  have  to  get  the 
imported  article.  You  cannot  manufaoture 
the  local  artiole;  and  if  this  Bill  passes,  lu 
stead  of  having  to  import  artisans,  we  shall 
have  to  export  them  if  our  industries  do  not 
grow  in  ratio  with  the  number  of  apprentices 
turned  out.  The  whole  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
teach  our  boys  and  girls  their  trades  properly. 
Another  point  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
mentioned  was  in  regard  to  America.  He  says 
America  tums  out  a  very  much  better  artiole 
than  they  do  in  these  colonies,  and  even  in  Eng- 
land. America  does  turn  out  very  nice  showy 
tools,  bat  it  is  not  the  American  looal  product 
that  is  manufactured.  No ;  it  is  the  men  who 
have  left  England  and  Gkermany— the  brightest 
brains  and  hands  that  have  left  those  coun- 
tries and  gone  to  America,  where  they  have 
brooght  their  industries  to  such  a  high  state  of 
efficiency.  X  know  men  personally  who  went 
to  America  who  were  clever  fellows — ^who  had  a 
certain  inventive  faculty,  and  were  prepared  to 
make  improvements  in  their  particular  trade. 
Under  our  patent  laws  at  Home  no  ordinary 
worker  has  a  possible  chance  of  getting  a  patent 
brought  out.  In  America  he  receives  the 
greatest  enoonragement ;  and  when  that  man 
oan  raise  sufficient  money  he  goes  there  and 
finds  himself  in  a  different  atmosphere,  he  has 
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freer  sarroundingB ;  his  partioolar  industry  is 
bcoiefited,  and  the  man  himself  is  benefited. 
We  jgive  America  all  the  credit  for  that,  but 
it  was  the  English  article  sent  out  that  did  it. 

4  SO  ^^^*  ^  maintain,  if  this  Bill  becomes 
•  law,  the  quality  of  the  work  will  be 
vary  much  increased ;  it  will  be  very  much 
superior,  because  it  stands  to  reason  that  if  a 
lad  did  not  learn  his  trade  properly  he  is  in- 
olined  to  turn  out  what  may  be  termed  aohean 
shoddy  article.  If  we  have  properly  trained 
artisans^trained  lads,  who  will  take  a  certain 
pride  in  the  particular  trade  to  which  they  be- 
long, and  in  turning  out  a  very  much  superior 
article,  why,  the  whole  community  will  gain  by 
tiie  superior  article.  Now,  what  is  the  position 
at  present  ?  Let  us  take  the  brass  trade,  and 
what  is  the  result?  If  you  want  to  get  a 
superior  brass  tap,  a  pood  article,  while  the 
whole  colony  is  teeming  with  brass-finishers 
and  brass-mouldere,  you  have  to  buy  an  im- 
ported article.  That  shows  that  under  our  pre- 
sent system  we  are  not  doing  what  we  should 
do ;  we  are  not  training  our  lads  so  that  they 
may  become  first-class  tradesmen,  able  to  turn 
out  a  decent  marketable  article  that  will  com- 
mand its  price  in  any  part  of  the  world.  That 
is  what  we  should  do. 

Mr.  SMITH. — It  is  a  question  of  price. 

Mr.  MOBBISON.  —  Yes,  Sir,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  price  which  affects  all  these  trades.  It 
is  a  question  of  price  which  has  brought  about 
the  necessity  for  introducing  the  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bill.  I  believe  it  has  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  that.  I  know  the  question  of 
price  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it  in 
some  places,  where  the  employers  have  made  a 
very  handsome  competency  out  of  their  work- 
men in  a  few  years.  The  honourable  member 
for  Cbristcburch  City  is  entirely  right ;  it  is  a 
question  of  price.  I  only  give  this  as  an  illus- 
tration of  the  statement  of  Captain  Bussell — 
that  the  quality  of  the  work  we  are  turning  out 
in  these  colonies  would  deteriorate  if  this  Bill 
became  law.  We  have  discussed  this  Bill  in  all 
its  phases  on  previous  occasions,  and  we  passed 
this  Bill  last  year  just  as  it  is  printed  now ;  and 
I  believe  this  House  will  pass  this  Bill  again. 
Of  course,  the  Bill  was  thrown  out  in  another 
place  last  year;  and  I  am  certain  that  this  Bill 
was  freely  discussed  on  every  platform  in 
this  colony.  It  has  met  Vlth  marks  of  ap- 
proval ;  employers  really  have  very  little  fault 
to  find  with  it.  Some  of  the  emj^oyers  do  not 
object  to  the  Bill;  they  say  Uie  Bill  is  a  very 
fair  and  workable  Bill,  and  I  know  some  very 
respectable  employers  who  would  like  to  see 
this  Bill  pass,  because  they  wish  to  act  fairly 
with  the  men  and  lads  in  their  employment. 
But  they  say,  and  have  said  to  me,  "How  can 
I  reduce  the  number  of  my  lads  to  what  you 
would  like  so  long  as  I  have  got  to  compete 
against  a  certain  other  gentleman  who  is  in  the 
same  trade  and  who  employs  an  unlimited  num- 
ber of  lads  ?  "  Now,  that  is  the  whole  position. 
The  honest,  straightforward  employer  has  to 
adopt  the  same  methods  and  tactics  as  the  un- 
scrupulous employer,  and  between  the  two  of 
them  the  poor  lad  and  the  poor  workman  is 
Mir.  Morriion 


finding  his  lot  not  one  of  the  best  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  Now,  there  is  also  one  oiner 
remark— and  it  is  my  last— in  reference  to  a 
statement  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  Ha 
believes  in  free-trade.  He  says,  **  Why  should 
we  restrict  the  employers  in  the  matter  of  tha 
number  of  lads  that  they  should  employ?" 
Well,  of  course,  I  know  that  Captain  Kussell 
is  an  exponent  of  a  free-trade  policy.  Ha 
believes  in  free-trade  in  everything.  He  be- 
lieves in  free- trade  in  labour  in  whatever  shape 
or  form  it  can  be  procured.  He  believes  in 
buying  in  the  cheapest  market  and  selling  in 
the  dearest.  But  m  free- trade  what  possibla 
hope  has  the  poor  workman,  who  has  only  hia 
labour  to  sell,  and  who  has  got  a  wife  and  hall 
a  dozen  children  ?  His  employer  simply  holda 
a  pistol  to  his  head  in  the  shape  of  his  wifa 
and  children,  and  says,  <*  That  is  the  price  I 
am  prepared  to  pay  for  your  labour,  ana  if  yon 
do  not  like  to  take  it  you  can  leave  it  alone." 
Is  there  much  free-trade  in  that?  And  tha 
leader  of  the  Opposition  protests  against  try- 
ing to  regulate  tnese  things  by  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. Sir,  the  cry  enunciated  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  this  afternoon  has  been 
thundered  down  the  ages  for  hundreds  of 
years.  It  is  the  same  cry  always :  You  cannot 
do  this  by  Act  of  Parliament;  you  cannot 
insist  that  the  men  should  work  In  a  certain 
atmosphere — that  they  should  have  a  certain 
amount  of  cubic  space  in  which  to  breathe; 
he  says  it  is  interfering  with  the  liberty  of  tha 
subject.  And  the  same  thing  was  said  when 
we  insisted  upon  proper  sanitation;  and  tha 
same  cry  was  raised  against  all  shipping  and 
industrial  reforms.  I  would  suggest  to  tha 
leader  of  the  Opposition  to  get  some  original 
argument,  and  not  fall  back  on  that  old  argu- 
ment as  to  the  right  of  Parliament  to  interfere 
with  us  in  the  manner  in  which  we  carry  on 
our  private  affairs.  I  think.  Sir,  this  Bill  will 
be  passed— in  fact,  I  am  sure  it  will  pass  this 
House ;  and  I  think  if  this  Bill  is  once  plaoed 
upon  the  statute-book  no  honourable  gentle- 
man will  ever  have  any  reason  to  regret  tha 
assistance  he  has  rendered  to  that  end,  as  it 
will  have  a  most  beneficial  effect  on  tha 
workers  of  this  colony. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa).— Sir,  tha 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  made  a  reference  to  the  brass  trade.  I  dara 
say  the  honourable  gentleman  is  a  very  good 
exponent  of  that  industry.  In  the  few  minutes 
during  which  he  addressed  the  House  ha  at- 
tempted to  deal  with  matters  which,  on  his  own 
showing,  he  does  not  in  the  slightest  degraa 
understand.  A  manufacturer,  in  his  own  dis- 
trict I  presume,  asked,  "  How  am  I  to  reduce 
the  number  of  my  boys  when  some  other  firm 
employs  an  unlimited  number?"  Now,  tha 
real  competitor  of  that  manufacturer  is  not  so 
much  the  local  as  the  foreign  manufacturer. 

Mr.  MORRISON.- Nonsense. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  santia- 
man  says  *'  Nonsense  " ;  but  he  will  find  what 
I  state  to  be  the  case  as  to  almost  every  trade 
that  he  can  mention  in  this  colony.  Let  oa 
take,  for  instance,  the  boot- trade  and  its  con- 
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neotion  with  the  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill. 
At  one  time  a  single  bootmaKer  performed 
every  operation  in  connection  with  the  Tnaking 
of  ft  boot,  from  the  cotting-out  to  the  finishing 
of  it,  and  therefore  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  be  well  ao^nainted  with  every  detail  of 
the  work.  What  is  the  position  now  ?  A  pair 
of  boots  was  actually  made  a  short  time  ago  in 
twenty-five  minutes,  and  that  pair  of  boots 
went  through  fifty-three  different  machines 
ftnd  through  sixty>three  different  pairs  of  hands. 
This  is  a  fact  which  ceomot  be  gainsaid,  and  it 
shows  the  revolution  that  has  taken  place  in 
not  only  the  boot  trade,  but  in  a  hundred  other 
similar  directions.  Now,  can  the  honourable 
gentleman  explain  how  it  is  possible  or  desirable 
to  apprentice  a  bootmaker  to  his  trade,  as  was 
done  before  the  era  of  specialised  machinery  ? 
And  will  the  honourable  gentleman  deny  that 
the  same  development  which  has  taken  place 
in  this  particular  trade  has  not  also  taken  place 
in  other  trades  ?  We  raised  the  tariff  on  boots 
in  1886,  and  since  that  time  the  machinery 
used  in  the  trade  has  been  so  much  improved 
that  a  certain  class  of  boots  formerly  costing 
6e.  are  now  imported  at  4s.  6d.  per  pair,  and  it 
is  very  well  Imown  that  in  consequence  the 
Importation  of  boots  within  the  last  couple  of 
years  has  enormously  increased,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  local  manufacturer.  Now,  will 
the  honourable  member  for  Oaversham  deny 
that  in  such  a  case  as  this  the  bootmaker's 
difficulty  is  not  with  his  local  competitor,  but 
with  the  foreign  manufacturer  ?  What  does  a 
manufacturer  in 'Ghristchurch  tell  us  on  this 
subject  ?  Writing  on  some  of  the  labour  Bills 
before  the  House 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — What  is  his  name  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Skeiton,  Frostiok,  and 
Oo.  Referring  to  a  question  asked  with  refer- 
ence to  the  probable  results  of  the  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bill  becoming  law,  they  say,  **  So 
£u  as  the  boot  trade  is  concerned,  I  think  it 
could  be  summed  up  in  the  one  word,  *  ruin.'  " 
Oontinuing,  they  say, — 

••  The  number  of  girls  employed  is  sixty-four, 
seventeen  of  whom  are  over  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  forty-seven  under  twenty  years.  The 
effect  of  the  Bill  would  mean  that  the  seventeen 
females  over  twenty  years  would,  by  the  most 
liberal  calculation,  only  provide  (in  proportion 
of  one  to  four)  for  five  under  twenty,  and,  as 
there  are  forty-seven  employed  under  twenty 
years  of  age,  it  would  mean  that  forty-two  out 
of  the  forty-seven  would  have  to  be  dismissed." 

That  would  be  the  effect  of  this  Bill,  clearly. 
Then,  to  show  there  iare  two  sides  to  the  ques- 
tion, and  that  the  Bill  would  apply  unequally, 
the  firm  go  on  to  state : — 

<*  In  the  department  of  male  labour,  so  far  as 
our  firm  is  concerned,  we  have  never  availed 
ourselves  of  the  full  proportion  of  boys  allowed 
under  previous  agreements.  The  character  of 
our  business  is  such  that  we  can  only  employ 
DTofitably  a  small  proportion  of  young  people ; 
out  this  is  a  matter  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  nature  of  the  business,  and  to  make  a  hard- 
and-fast  rule  upon  the  conditions,  say,  of  our 
^op,  would  be  most  unfair  and  disastrous  to 


other  manufacturers  who  are  running  a  differ- 
ent class  of  business  altogether." 

And  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  it  is  foreign 
competition  that  our  manufacturers  have  really 
to  deal  with,  they  go  on  to  say,-^ 

**  We  are  well  within  the  mark  in  saying  that 
to-day  in  Ohristohurch  there  are  no  less  than 
fifty  English  and  American  houses  who  are 
submitting  their  goods  through  direct  repre* 
sentatives,  and,  as  the  enormous  increase  in 
importations  shows,  competing  successfully 
witk  New  Zealand  firms  and  under-cutting 
their  business." 

Mr.  MORRISON.— You  are  only  discussing 
one  trade.    It  is  not  fair. 

Mr.  BUOHANAN.— The  honourable  genUe- 
man  well  knows  that  time  does  not  permit, 
even  if  I  were  competent  to  do  so,  of  dealing 
with  the  various  trades  which  this  Bill  would 
affect ;  but  I  am  well  within  the  mark  in  stating 
that  the  conditions  which  I  have  submitted  as 
applying  to  the  bootmaking  trade  do  apply 
largely  to  the  majority  of  trades  in  New  Zea* 
land:  in  other  words,  that  year  by  year  ma- 
chinery is  playing  an  increasing  and  more  im- 
portant part  in  the  manufacture  of  our  goods, 
and  that  the  firm  or  country  which  lags  behind 
in  this  respect  will  certainly  be  more  and  more 
pushed  out  of  trade ;  and  I  therefore  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman,  or  any  representative 
of  labour  in  this  chamber,  how  he  can,  con- 
sistently with  common-sense,  seek  to  apply  the 
apprenticeship  system  of  many  years  ago  to 
our  various  trades  under  modem  conditions? 
This  Bill  is  being  pushed,  or  attempted  to  be 
pushed  through,  by  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  workers  in  this  colony,  who  have 
in  some  cases  their  own  interests  to  serve ; 
and  in  the  case  of  others  they  are,  unfortu- 
nately, unable  to  see  the  far-reaching  effects 
of  this  Bill,  or  I  venture  to  say  they  would 
not  be  supporting  it.  The  honourable  member 
for  Oaversham  asked  what  free-trade  there  was 
for  the  working-man  who  had  nothing  to  sell 
but  his  labour,  and  he  taunted  the  honourable 
leader  of  the  Opposition  for  being  an  advocate 
of  free-trade  regardless  of  the  interests  of  the 
working-man.  I  would  ask  that  honourable 
gentleman  in  what  country  of  the  Old  World 
will  he  find  workers  and  their  wives  and  fami- 
lies in  greater  comfort  than  they  are  at  the 
present  time  in  England  ?  I  have  before  me 
the  result  of  a  recent  examination  into  the 
condition  of  the  trades  and  manufactures  by 
a  representative  of  the  London  TimeSt  who, 
speaking  of  a  family,  reports  as  follows : — 

**  By  fifteen,  for  example,  the  eldest,  if  a  girl, 
may  be  earning  10s.  a  week  in  a  weaving-shed. 
Three  years  later  her  eaminffs  may  have  risen 
to  from  14s.  to  17s.,  while  a  orother  may  then 
be  getting  7s.  to  8s.  as  a  junior  piecer,  or  spin- 
ner's assistant.  In  two  years  more,  while  the 
eldest  daughter's  wage  may  remain  the  same, 
the  eldest  son's  will  have  risen  very  possibly  to 
16s.  or  18s.,  and  another  boy  or  girl  may  be 
bringing  in  another  8b.  or  10s.  Thus  bv  the 
time  the  eldest  child  is  twenty  the  weekly  in- 
come of  the  family,  if  the  father  is  an  engineer 
at  £1  18s.  or  £1  14s.  or  more  a  week,  or  an 


Digitized  by 


Google 


444 


Master  and 


[HOUBB.]         ApprmtieeBiU.         [Auo.  11 


iionfounder  at  £1  17b.  or  £1  IBs.,  may  easily 
unount  to  between  £3  lOs.  oz  £4.  In  the  same 
way  it  may,  and  not  seldom,  I  believe,  does, 
grow  rather  later  to  £5  a  week." 

Mr.  MORRISON.— How  does  he  get  along 
with  them  before  they  are  able  to  work  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  real  question  is, 
How  are  you  to  employ  them  when  they  are 
able  to  work,  while  a  Bill  like  this  makes  their 
employment  absolutely  impossible,  and  instead 
of  me  earnings  of  the  family  being  increased 
they  will  be  very  muoh  decreased  ?  As  to  the 
Premier,  I  regret  he  is  not  in  his  place,  be- 
oause  I  wish  to  put  on  record  one  or  two  of  his 
own  utterances  to  show  how  much  dependence 
can  be  put  by  any  one  in  or  outside  the  House 
on  any  statement  or  representation  that  he 
may  make.  This  Bill,  when  it  was  before  the 
House  last  session,  was  passed  on  the  13th 
December.  On  the  same  day  it  went  to  the 
Upper  House  and  passed  its  first  reading.  On 
the  following  day— that  is,  on  the  14th  De- 
cember—the Bill  passed  the  second  reading,' 
Aud  was  referred  to  the  Labour  Bills  Oom- 
mittee  without  any  debate  whatever.  The 
Labour  Bills  Committee  took  evidence  upon  it, 
«nd  returned  it  with  their  report  to  the  Upper 
House  on  the  20th.  And  the  report  was  as 
follows : — 

"  That  there  was  a  great  diversity  of  opinion 
■M  to  the  result  likely  to  be  produced  by  such 
legislation,  and,  as  there  had  not  been  suffi- 
oient  time  to  take  evidence,  the  Committee 
recommended  that  the  Bill  be  not  proceeded 
with  this  session,  and  that  it  be  introduced  in 
the  Council  at  the  beginning  of  next  session." 

The  Minister  of  the  Crown  representing  the 
-Government  in  that  Chamber  agreed  with  that 
report  in  the  following  words,  which  are  re- 
-cordpd  in  Hansard  :— 

"  I  admit  the  difficulty  the  Council  is  in  as  to 
how  it  shall  grapple  with  such  a  question  in  the 
limited  time  at  its  disposal.  I  admit  all  that 
as  frankly  as  possible,  and  therefore  I  ara  not 
at  all  quarrelling  in  any  way  with  the  report  of 
tlie  Committee  that  it  is  impossible  at  this 
stage  of  the  session  to  deal  with  the  question. 
I  think  probably,  on  the  whole,  the  fairest  way 
•of  dealing  with  this  question  is  that  we  should 
deal  with  it  as  the  Committee  propose — ^namely, 
to  bring  it  down  next  session." 

And  what  did  the  Premier  say  when  he  went 
travelling  about  the  country  and  addressing  the 
electors  of  the  colony  at  various  centres  ?  He 
-was  interviewed  by  a  Lyttslton  Times  reporter 
on  the  22nd  March,  and  is  reported  by  that 
paper,  and  no  doubt  correctly,  because  this  very 
evening  he,  by  inference,  told  this  House  that 
the  Bill  was  obstructed  in  the  other  Chamber. 
That  is  absolutely  contrary  to  the  truth,  as 
any  member  can  see  for  himself  by  reading 
Hansard.  The  following  are  the  words  recorded 
in  the  Lyttelton  Times : — 

**The  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill  will  be 
reintroduced  and  sent  to  the  Upper  House, 
and  if  the  Council  should  again  obstruct  the 
measure  we  shall  have  to  consider  the  best 
means  of  removing  the  obstruction." 

Am   I   not   justified,  then,  in  fK)inting  out 
Mr.  Buchanan 


that  no  weight  whatever  should  be  attached  to 
any  statement  made  by  the  Premier  ?  Now,  as 
regards  this  Bill,  we  are  told  that  there  is  a 
universal  demand  for  it  throughout  the  coun- 
try. I  venture  to  say  that  a  great  many  of  the 
workers  regard  it  with  the  utmost  conoem^  and 
I  will  also  quote  from  the  utterances  of  two 
employers  of  labour  who  are  supporters  of  the 
Government.    One  of  these  genuemen  savs,— 

"  The  whole  trend  of  Liberal  legislation  of' 
late  years  has  been  inimical  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  and  was  destruotive  of  the 
individual  liberty  of  the  subject.  It  does  not 
matter  whether  we  are  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment or  not,  it  behoves  us  to  speak  our 
minds  in  the  interests  of  the  oolony  and  its 
industries." 
An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Name,  please  ? 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Mr.  Ross.  Another 
says: — 

'*  I  want  the  Press  to  take  note  that  thon|^ 
I  am  a  supporter  of  the  present  Government, 
yet  I  am  totally  opposed  to  this  special  legisla- 
tion, which  is  against  the  best  interests  of  the 
oolony,  and  is  killing  trade." 
An  Hon.  Meicbeb. — Who  is  that  ? 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Mr.  Peter  Hutson,  a 
large  employer,  and  who  has  been  so  for  a  good 
many  years.  A  boy  may  become  a  lawyer,  or 
take  up  any  employment  whatever  outside  of 
certain  skilled  trades.  There  is  no  restriction 
whatever.  He  has  absolute  liberty  to  direct 
his  energies  in  any  direction;  but  when  he 
comes  to  the  trades  dealt  with  by  the  Bill,  ho 
matter  how  well  he  may  be  fitted  to  follow  any 
one  of  them,  he  may,  and  will  in  many  cases, 
be  absolutely  barred.  I  therefore  regret  very 
much  that  the  Government  should  be  so  ill- 
advised  as  to  bring  in  and  endeavour  to  pass 
such  a  Blil. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Ohrihtchureh  Ciky).--I  think  i: 
a  matter  for  regret  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  should  so  utterly  oppose  this 
Bill.  I  recognise  the  very  great  difficulty  that 
exists  in  dealing  with  this  important  matter; 
but  any  one  who  has  any  knowledge  of  the 
conditions  affecting  manufactures  in  this 
colony  must  recognise  that  some  restrictioii 
must  be  placed  upon  the  employment  of  boy 
labour ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we  take  the 
Bill  and  recognise  that  it  may  be  an  honest 
attempt  to  deal  with  a  difficult  subject,  and 
try  to  amend  it  in  any  direction  we  think  neces- 
sary, it  will  be  much  better  than  merely  abso- 
lutely opposing  the  passing  of  such  a  Bill  as 
this.  I  should  like  tot  of  all  to  say  that  I  re- 
gret exceedingly  to  hear  the  Premier's  sneer, 
followed  by  that  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham,  at  some  of  the  manufacturers  of 
the  colony  who  have  been  speaking  with  refer- 
ence to  the  employment  of  boy  labour,  and  who 
asked  what  was  to  beoome  of  the  seven  or  eight 
thousand  boys  that  annually  leave  our  schools. 
Sir,  the  gentlemen  who  expressed  that  view 
may  or  may  not  be  mistaken,  but,  whether  they 
are  mistaken  or  not,  I  confidently  assert  that 
they  have  as  deep  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  oolony,  and  in  the  welfare  of  the  young 
people  of  the  oolony,  as  either  the  Premier  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.] 


Master,  and 


[HOUSE.] 


Apprentice  BUL 


446 


the  hottoarable  member  for  Oaversham.    And  I 
aaVf  also,  that  if  this  difficult  question  is  to  be 
solved,  and  if  we  are  really  to  do  all  we  oan  for 
the  young  people  of  the  colony,  the  subject 
must  be  approached  in  an  altogether  dii!erent 
spirit  from  that  exhibited  by  the  Premier  this 
afternoon.    Why,  Sir,  if  the  Premier  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  consult  with  those  engaged  in 
mann&Msturing  businesses  he  would  have  found 
that  the  question  of  boy  labour  was  one  of  the 
most  difficult   questions  that  could  be  dealt 
with  ;  and  yet  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
got  up  in    this   House    this   afternoon   and 
apparently  thought  that   all   he  had  to   do 
was  to  make  a  speech  giving  his  opinions, 
and  then  the   whole  thing  would  be  cleared 
away.    It  cannot  be  dealt  with  in  that  way, 
and  any  one  with  any  knowledge  of  the  subject 
will  recognise  that.    Another  remark  I  should 
like  to  refer  to  was  one  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Gayersham.  who  spoke  of  the 
brass  trade,  and  said  that  there  were  numbers 
of   brass-finishers  walking   about  the  colony 
unable  to  get  work.    If  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Gayersham  had  looked  into  the  matter 
and  had  studied  it  he  would  have  found  that 
'  the  difficulty  is  not  that  the  men  cannot  get 
work,  but  that  the  manufacturers  of  the  colony 
cannot  produce  the  goods  at  a  price  to  compete 
against  the  imported  article.    That  is  why  the 
men  cannot  get  work.    The  manufacturer  can- 
not produce  the  articles  at  a  payable  price  with 
the  wages  he  has  to  pay  in  the  colony,  and  the 
trade  is  restricted  by  the  English  manufac- 
turers exporting  here  and  simply  underselling 
the  manufacturers  in  the  colony.    If  the  brass- 
finishers  are  to  get  work,  the  Premier  will 
have  to  interfere  with  the  tariff,  and  bring  in 
an  amended  tariff.    As  far  as  the  engineers  of 
the  colony  are  concerned,  I  say  the  statement 
that  has  been  made  is  an  absolute  slander  on 
the  men.    I  have  known  men  to  go  through 
the  engineering  shops  liere,  and  then  to  go 
Home  and  finish ;  but  why  ?   Because  we  do 
not  get  all  classes  of  work  manufactured  here. 
They -go  Home  to  finish,  it  is  true,  but  they  gb 
Home  well  trained  as  engineers ;  and  I  say 
lor  the  honourable  member  for  Gaversham  to 
get  up  as  he  did  and  malign  this   class   of 
workmen  is  an  act  that  one  would  not  expect, 
at  any  rate,  from  a  repreaentative  of  labour. 
Now,  so  far  as  the  Bill  itself  is    concerned, 
the  Premier  was  pleading  for  tradesmen  who 
shall  be  ali-round  tradesmen.    Why,  Sir,  the 
Hon.  the  Premier,  it  seems  to  me,  knows  less 
about  labour   matters   the    more   he   speaks 
gQ      about  them.     Why,   if  he  had   fol- 
lowed the  history*  of  labour  questions 
at    all   he  would  have  found  that  not  only 
in  the  boot  trade,  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa,  but  in  almost 
orery  trade,  the  tendency  is  to  employ  ma- 
ohinery  and  to  divide  the  trade  into  sections, 
and  that  it  is  a  most  difficult  thing  to  find  a 
thop  where  a  man  oan  be  taught  his  full  trade. 
If  he  attempted  to  learn  the  full  trade  I  ven- 
ture to  say  he. would  be  an  apprentice  for  the 
lemainder  of  his  natural  life,  because  in  every 
«hop  the  work  is  divided  up  in  such  a  way  that 


a  man  must  take  a  section  and  become  an  ex- 
pert in  that  section.     To  attempt  to  make  a 
man  a  tradesman  in  the  old  sense  of  the  word 
is  altogether  impracticable  at  the  present  time. 
The  honourable  member  for  Gaversham  went 
on  to  say  that  he  has  known  individual  in- 
stances.   Sir,  we  are  not  here  to  legislate  for 
individual  instances.     The  principle  of  legis- 
lation ought  to  be  to  legislate  for  the  benefit 
of  the  greater  number,  and  if  one  or  two  people 
have  had  an  unfortunate  experience  we  must 
do  our  best  to  guard  against  it,  but  our  legisla- 
tion must  not  be  for  individuals  but  for  the 
class  as  a  whole.    Then,  so  far  as  this  Houro 
is  concerned,  it  has  some  reason  to  complain 
of  the  attitude  taken  up  by  our  own  Labour 
Bills  Gommittee  this  session,  and  also  by  the 
Premier.    Honourable  members  will  know  that 
some  little  time  ago   the   industrial  associa- 
tions of  the  colony  were  represented  at  a  con- 
ference in  Wellington.    They  attended  before 
the  Labour  Bills  Gommittee  of  this  House  in 
connection  with  another  Bill,  and  gave  evi- 
dence, and  they  requested  that  they  might  be 
heard  in  connection  with  the  whole  of  the 
labour   Bills;    but   they   were    told    by    the 
Ghairman  of  the  Gommittee  that  these  Bills 
had  not  yet  been  referred  to  the.  Gommittee, 
and  therefore  the  Gommittee  could  not  hear 
them.    The  Premier  knew  of  that,  but  he  took 
DO  steps  in  the  matter,  and  the  consequence  is 
that  we  have  the  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill» 
and  other  Bills,  brought  before  us  at  the  pre- 
sent time  without  the  benefit  of  their  evidence. 
We  might  have  had  valuable  evidence  given 
before  that  Gommittee,  but  we  have  been  de- 
prived of  it,  simply  because  it  was  not  con- 
venient for  the  representatives  of  the  industrial 
associations  to  be  allowed  to  give  evidence,  as 
it  might  not  be  in  favour  of  the  Bill.    Such 
treatment  is  altogether  unworthy  of  this  House. 
Members  of  this  House  are  not  responsible 
for  it,  of  course,  but  by  those  outside  we  are  all 
blamed  for  the  action  of  any  section  of  the 
House.    I  would  like  to  refer  also  to  another 
remark  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Gaversham,  and  that  was  that  the  Bill  is  de- 
manded by  all  the  workers  of  the  colony.    That 
is  not  correct.    I  support  this  Bill,  but  I  say 
there  is  no  use  misrepresenting  the  facts.    The 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill  has  been  asked  for 
by  the  skilled  trades  of  the  colony  and  by  the 
unions  of  the  colony,  but  outside  that  there  is 
no  demand  for  it.    It  is  altogether  unneoes* 
sary  to  misrepresent  the  facts  of  the  case.    If 
the  Bill  is  a  good  Bill  it  will  stand  investiga- 
tion and  it  will  come  through  the  ordeal  all 
right;  and  if  it  is  a  poor  Bill,  then  all  the 
bolstering-up  that  we  can  give  it  will  not  carry 
it  through  ;  but  to  say  that  all  the  workers  of 
the  colony  demand  the  Bill  is  altogether  in- 
correct.   What  will  the  effect  of  this  Bill  be  ? 
I  conceive,  in    the  first   instance,  that    one 
effect  will  be  that  in  a  good  many  trades  the 
system  of  taking  apprentices  will  be  done  away 
with. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — It  does  not  exist  now. 

Mr.  SMITH.— I  am  told  that  the  apprentice 
system  does  not  exist  now.    Well,  they  are  not 
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apprentioeB,  but  they  are  employed ;  bat  when 
this  Bill  beoomee  law  they  will  not  be  allowed 
to  be  employed  unlesB  they  are  apjsrenticed. 
And  the  question  of  the  apprentioeship  of  boys 
brings  before  us  the  fact  that  there  are  many 
trades  that  would  prefer  to  get  their  labour 
from  England  or  from  Australia  if  the  restrio- 
tions  were  made  too  great ;  and  it  would  be 
well  for  the  House  and  the  Committee  to  oon- 
eider  the  full  soope  of.  the  Bill,  so  that  while 
we  are  endeavouring  to  protect  the  young 
people  of  the  colony,  and  to  see  that  only  a 
fair  proportion  of  them  is  employed  in  trades 
in  which  they  are  to  earn  their  living,  the 
restrictions  should  not  debar  them  from  learn- 
ing any  trade  at  all.  That  is  where  the  great 
difficulty  will  be.  The  Bill  itself,  to  my  mind, 
has  lost  memy  of  its  objectionable  features 
by  the  amendments  made  last  year.  The 
proposal  to  refer  to  the  Oonoiliation  Board  the 
question  of  the  number  of  apprentices  to  the 
number  of  Journeymen  must  commend  itself 
to  the  House.  The  attempt  made  last  year  to 
fix  in  the  schedule  the  number  of  apprentices 
to  be  given  to  the  particular  trades  was  about 
as  futile  a  proposal  as  was  ever  introduced  into 
the  House  ;  but,  taking  the  Bill  right  through, 
I  think  that,  with  proper  consideration,  and  an 
honest  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  House  to 
minimise  some  of  the  objectionable  features, 
the  Bill  will  become  a  satisfactory  one,  and 
will,  no  doubt,  prove  beneficial.  There  is  one 
feature,  however,  that  I  object  to  in  all  this 
labour  legislation,  and  that  is  that  the  Gk>- 
vemment  workers  are  excluded.  I  again  raise 
mv  voice  against  that,  and  say  that  if  this 
labour  legislation  is  good  for  a  private  employer 
it  is  equally  good  for  the  Government  work- 
flhops,  and  when  the  Bill  goes  into  Oommittee 
I  hope  members  will  insist  on  making  it  appU- 
cable  to  the  difierent  workshops  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  shall  move  in  that  direction,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  support  me.  Another 
amendment  I  should  like  to  see  made  in  the 
Bill  is  in  section  14.  Where  an  award  is  made 
at  present  it  only  applies  to  the  particular 
locality  where  the  award  runs;  that  is,  the 
Oonoihation  Board  have  jurisdiction  over  a 
certain  part  of  the  colony.  They  make  an 
award,  and  that  is  enforceable  in  a  particular 
district.  I  contend,  if  this  Act  is  to  be  a  suc- 
cess, the  award  must  apply  to  the  whole  colony, 
and  the  rates  of  wages  run  right  from  one 
end  of  the  colony  to  the  other.  Otherwise, 
we  shall  have  this  result:  The  employers  in 
Dunedin  and  Canterbury  will  be  paying  one 
rate  of  wage,  those  in  Wellington  another, 
and  in  Auckland  another,  and,  so  long  as 
you  have  the  four  places  competing  against 
one  another,  the  result  will  be  that  the  com- 
petition will  become  greatly  intensified.  I 
nope  the  Premier  will  look  into  that  point, 
and  see  if  he  cannot  amend  the  Bill  in  the 
direction  of  making  the  awards  of  the  Board 
colonial  instead  of  local.  I  hope  that,  so  far  as 
this  Bill  is  concerned,  members  will  give  it  their 
earnest  attention,  and  endeavour  to  make  it  a 
workable  measure.  I  hope,  too,  that  there  will 
be  no  more  sneers  at  the  men  designated  by 
Mu  Smith 


the  Premier  as  "  philanthropists,"  but  who  an, 
I  say  without  fear  of  contradiction,  as  straight 
and  honourable  men  as  thera  are  in  the  colony. 
To  talk  of  any  section  of  the  community  in  toe 
way  we  heard  this  afternoon  is  altogether  un- 
warranted, and  will  not  lead  to  a  fair  and 
judicial  debate  in  connection  with  this  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (Wellington  City).— 
Sir,  it  has  given  me  extreme  pleasure  to  listen 
to  the  exceedingly  thoughtful  and  moderate 
tone  adopted  by  the  last  speaker.  I  think  it 
would  be  well  if  this  highly  debatable  measure, 
dealing  with  our  social  and  industrial  oondi- 
tions,  received  a  like  treatment  from  every 
section  of  this  House.  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  exaggerated  language  or  exhibitions  of 
strong  feeling  will  not  tend  to  the  solution 
of  those  questions  that  admit  of  such  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  and,  therefore,  in  the  few 
remarks  I  intend  to  make,  I  shall  restrain  any 
strong   feelings   I   may   have,  and  view  the 

?uestion  in  an  impartial  and  judicial  manner, 
would  like,  first  of  all,  to  notice  one  or  two 
S Dints  raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
hristchurch  City  (Mr.  Smith).  He  stated  that 
in  his  opinion  and  nis  experience  a  well-trained 
New  Zealand  tradesman  could  hold  his  own 
against  the  world :  he  waq  speaking  of  engineers. 
I  frankly  admit  it,  but  the  emphasis  should  be 
laid  on  the  word  "  well-trained  " ;  and  there 
lies  the  crux  of  the  whole  position,  for  withoai 
an  apprenticeship  he  cannot  under  any  ordi- 
nary circumstances  be  a  weU-trained  workman. 
Nay,  further,  I  feel  competent  to  express  the 
opinion,  by  reason  of  the  experience  I  have 
had,  that  a  well-trained  New  Zealand  engineer 
is  superior  to  any  other  in  the  world,  and  I 
am  going  to  give  this  House  some  little  reason 
for  my  holding  that  opinion.  I  will  take  the 
opinion  of^  men  of  the  craft,  who  have  had  a 
world-wide  experience,  who  have  wrought  in 
the  shops  of  the  world,  who  have  wrought  on 
the  burning  plains  of  India,  and  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  who  have  been  trained 
to  their  trade  in  the  Old  Country,  and  they 
join  with  me  in  saying  that  our  young  New- 
Zealanders,  those  who  have  been  trained  in 
their  trades  here— provided  that  they  have 
been  well  trained — mark  the  term  that  is  used 
—have  a  wider  range  of  knowledge  of  the  in- 
dustry or  trade — that  is  as  yet  in  its  infanoy, 
engineering — than  those  who  are  trained  in  the 
large  and  highly  equipped  engineering  shope 
of  the  Old  World.  And  the  reason  is  exceed- 
ingly simple  to  find.  Given  the  brains,  ^y- 
sique,  and  intelligence,  they  have  opportunitiee 
for  going  over  such  a  range  of  work,  and  of 
doing  it  with  such  perfect  machinery  and  toola, 
as  rarely  ever  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  worker  in  the 
more  highly  equipped  engine-shops  of  the  Old 
Country.  Therefore,  the  honourable  member 
for  Ohristohurch  City  (Mr.  Smith)  was  p«s 
fectly  right  when  he  gave  the  proper  emphasiB 
to  the  words  **  well  trained.*'  I  say  he  waa 
perfectly  right  in  his  statement  that  Uie  youns 
New-Zeal afaders,  as  tradesmen,  can,  in  regara 
to  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  their  trade,  hold 
their  own  against  the  world.  Now,  there  is 
one  other  matter  which  the  honourable  ] 
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ber  also  mentioned — I  mean  his  allasion  to 
the  repreeentativea  of  the  indastrial  assooia- 
tions  not  being  allowed  to  give  evidence  be- 
fore the  Labour  Bills  Committee  this  year  on 
the  Master  and  Apprentice  and  other  Bills. 
I  believe,  Sir,  that  this  partioalar  Bill,  with 
modifications,  has  been  before  this  honourable 
House  since  1891,  and,  if  not  on  every  occasion, 
at  least  on  many  of  them,  representatives  from 
the  employers'  side  appeared  before  the  Labour 
BiUfl  Committee.  The  evidence  that  they  have 
given  is  voluminous  and  exhaustive.  The  Bill 
was  not  this  session  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee; but  even  that  would  not  have  been 
sufficient  reason  for  excluding  the  representa- 
tives of  the  employers  of  labour  had  it  not  been 
admitted  practically  last  year  that  they  had 
said  their  last  word  on  the  matter,  as  far  as 
the  Bill  now  before  us  is  concerned.  I  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Ohristchurch 
City  (Mr.  Smith)  in  deprecating  anything 
that  might  be  construed  into  even  a  suspicion 
of  imfairness  to  the  representatives  of  any  one 
of  the  interests  involved,  in  excluding  them 
from  having  the  fullest  opportunity  of  express- 
ing their  views ;  but  I  scarcely  think  there  is 
anything  in  his  contention  that  the  employers 
have  not  had  the  fullest  opportunity  of  saying 
the  last  word  on  this  matter  of  the  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bill.  There  is  no  material  amend- 
ment—practically no  amendment — in  the  Bill 
from  what  it  was  when  it  was  before  the 
Labour  Bills  Committee  of  last  year.  There 
18  one  material  point  the  last  speaker  made, 
in  which  I  agjree  with  him  most  heartily: 
that  is,  his  reference  to  the  exclusion  from 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  of  all  Government 
apprentices.  There  I  might  be  told  that  the 
king  can  do  no  wrong ;  but.  Sir,  kings  come 
and  kings  go,  and,  although  I  am  free  to 
admit  we  have  a  fint-class  king  just  now,  we 
may  not  always  have  him,  and  the  Government 
departments  are  not  always  clean-handed  in 
their  treatment  of  their  boys.  They  do  not 
always  use  their  apprentices  as  thev  provide 
that  other  people's  apprentices  should  be  used. 
I  know  that  several  branches  of  the  printing 
trade  are  no  longer  considered  skilled  labonr  in 
the  Government  Printing  Office,  and  the  result 
is,  that  many  of  our  young  men  are  taught  no 
trade,  but  are  allowed  to  grow  up  into  hobble- 
dehoydom,  until,  arriving  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
or  twenty,  they  are  unfitted  for  apprenticeship 
to  any  other  trade.  This  and  similar  delin- 
quencies in  other  departmente  furnish  the 
stronger  reasons  for  the  inclusion  of  every  ap- 

grentioe  in  Government  employment.  I  cannot, 
owever,  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
whan  he  says  tiiat  the  rate  of  wages  of  appren- 
tices should  be  universal.  There  is  a  fitness 
in  tilings  which  must  recommend  itself  to 
honourable  members,  when  we  recollect  that 
tlie  rate  of  wages  of  Journeymen  is  not  uni- 

▼enal 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — It  must  be  universal. 
Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— Ohl  Can  the  honour- 
able gentleman  show  us  how  we  can  make  a 
anifozm  wage  from  Auckland  to  InvercargiU  ? 
If  he  can  do  so  he  will  have  solved  the  problem 


which  has  pansed  much  brain  exhaustion  .to 
the  members  of  the  trades-unions  of  this  colony. 
We  will  soon  arrive  at  the  apotheosis  of  in- 
dustry if  the  honourable  gentleman  can  only 
show  us  how  to  fix  a  universal  living-wage 
throughout  the  colony.  The  workmen  in  one 
part  of  the  colony  are  being  continually  pitted 
against  the  workmen  in  some  other  part  to 
defeat  the  settlement  of  these  industrial 
questions.  This  disparity  in  the  rate  of  wages 
is  our  real  grievance,  and  we  should  have  less 
need  to  trouble  this  honourable  House  with  our 
labour  legislation  if  we  could  show  how  we 
could  arrive  at  some  satisfactory  means  of 
establishing  a  universal  living-wage  through- 
out this  colony.  I  regret  to  say  that  it  does  not 
yet  appear  to  be  within  the  region  of  practi- 
cal politics.  In  this  connection  there  are  very 
many  things  to  be  considered — the  cost  of  living, 
the  value  of  land,  facilities  of  access  to  mar- 
kets. All  these  things  regulate  the  rate  of 
wages ;  and,  although  some  may  seek  to  create 
a  fictitious  rate  of  wages,  we  know  that  if  such 
rate  be  not  within  the  economic  possibilities 
of  the  industry, — combinations,  trades-unions, 
and  Acts  of  Parliament  notwithstanding, —  it 
cannot  be  maintained.  The  men  I  have  con- 
ferred with,  and  who  take  the  liveliest  interest 
in  such  matters,  devote  the  whole  of  their  spare 
time  to  the  study  of  these  economic  problems, 
and  are  not  blind  and  unreasoning  in  their  de- 
mands. We  know  we  cannot  set  up  a  fictitious 
rate  of  wages,  and,  bolstering  it  up  by  Acta  of 
Parliament,  compel  people  to  pay  it.  Those 
who  have  learnt  something  of  political  economy, 
and  wish  to  do  away  with  fictitious  con- 
ditions, must  know  that  the  desire  is  not 
to  create  conditions  that  will  kill  the  trade 
or  handicap  it,  or  exclude  other  persona' 
sons  from  employment,  but  to  regulate  the 
rates  of  wages  on  the  basis  of  a  scheme  of 
apportionment  of  labour  as  between  boys  and 
men,  and,  having  done  so,  to  insure  that  the 
boys  and  girls  so  employed  shall  be  made 
something  of,  and  not  turned  adrift,  helpless, 
parasitical  dingers  to  society,  unable  to  main- 
tain themselves,  and  deprived  of  all  means  of 
self-support,  of  self-reliance,  and  self-respect. 
What  the  workers  are  anxious  to  secure  by  this 
Bill  is,  firstly,  that  their  children  shall  be 
trained,  by  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trades; 
and,  secondly,  shaJl,  when  so  apprenticed,  be 

Ecdd  an  adequate  wage  for  their  services ;  and 
onourable  members  must  surely  admit  they 
are  aaking  a  reasonable  and  defensible  thing, 
which  should    compel   the  approval  and  sup- 

rrt  of  even^  father  and  every  good  colonist, 
could  msJke  the  simple  proposition  to  any 
of  the  employers  in  the  traaes  affected  by 
this  measure,  **  Shall  we  insure  to  our  young 
people  reasonable  opportunities  for  training 
m  the  various  trades  ?  "  and  I  would  certainly 
receive  a  reply  in  the  affirmative  from  ninety- 
nine  out  of  a  hundred.  He  would  be  a  very 
unfeeling  and  unpatriotic  man  indeed  who 
would  say  that  our  youug  people  are 
only  fit  for  fuel  for  the  industrial  machine. 
Now,  I  do  assure  members  of  this  House 
that  if  there  is  one  Bill  which  the  workers 
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desire  to  become  law  more  than  another  it 
is  this  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill.  Honour- 
able members  have  a  full  and  fair  knowledge 
of  the  position  of  affairs  when  I  say  that  the 
desire  is  that  the  offspring  of  our  race  shall  be 
taught  different  useful  trades  during  the  years 
of  their  youth,  so  that  they  shall  not  find 
themselves,  when  the  time  arrives  for  them  to 
have  a  home  of  their  own,  reduced  perhaps, 
while  physically  unfit,  to  nothing  else  but  the 
congested  field  of  unskilled  manual  labour. 

GapUin  RUSSELL.— How  is  that  to  be  done 
if  you  limit  the  number  of  apprentices  ? 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON.— I  will  come  co  that 
directly.  I  propose  to  8how  that  this  Bill  will 
not  restrict  the  opportunities  for  employment 
of  our  youths,  and  will  not  limit,  but  adjust 
and  regulate,  the  number  of  apprentices.  Mr. 
Earnshaw's  name  was  quoted  by  one  speaker 
in  this  House  somewhat  eulogistically.  Now, 
I  have  promised  myself  that  I  shall  rid  my 
mind,  as  far  as  it  is.-given  to  human  power  to 
do,  of  all  political  bias,  and  I  say  that  Mr. 
Bamshaw  is  a  man — and  this  is  merely  giving 
utterance  to  a  platitude  when  I  say  so— of 
more  than  ordinary  acumen,  and  he  was  no 
doubt  in  earnest  in  what  he  said  on  the  Master 
and  Apprentice  Bill.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  cause  — perhaps  some  extraneous 
one— that  led  him  to  modify  his  opinions, 
he  certainly  knows  somewhat  of  the  condi- 
tions of  labour.  But,  Sir,  circumstances  alter 
oases.  Mr.  Earnshaw  is  now  a  small  em- 
ployer of  labour,  and  we  must  all  make 
allowances  for  human  nature.  Now,  I  am 
not  going  to  impute  any  wrong  motives, 
and  I  want  to  be  as  impersonal  as  I  can.  It 
was  stated  to  Mr.  Earnshaw's  credit  that  he 
had  worked  largely  in  America.  So  also  have 
I,  and  I  will  tell  you  what  Mr.  Earnshaw  must 
have  found  and  what  I  am  certain  I  found. 
The  daily  work  began  at  seven  a.m.  and  con- 
tinued till  noon.  Then  we  had  an  hour  for 
lunch.  We  resumed  at  one  o'clock  and  worked 
till  six  p.m.  That  was  ten  hours  a  day.  It 
meant  that  a  man  had  to  get  out  of  bed  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  in  order  to  have  break- 
fast and  be  at  his  work  at  seven.  It  is  quite 
true  there  is  little  or  nothing  known  of  the 
Master  and  Apprentice  Act  in  the  sweet  fields 
of  America.  America  stands  forth  to  the  world 
as  a  shining  example  of  what  can  be  done  when 
human  beings  are  made  pawns  on  the  indus- 
trial board  to  be  moved  about  at  will — to  be 
utilised  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  heartless, 
bowelless  speculative  manufacturer  and  indus- 
trial employer.  Read  the  records  of  America, 
and  you  will  find  something  there  quite  ap- 
pallinjB;.  You  will  find  in  the  workshops  of 
America  one  mechanic  attending  three  lathes, 
all  running  automatically.  You  will  find  in 
scores  of  factories  one  journeyman  managing, 
in  addition  to  the  automatic  machinery,  dozens 
of  boys.  There  is  no  regard  paid  to  the  future 
of  the  children  at  all.  This  thing  will  tell  its 
tale.  Sir.  It  will  leave  its  mark  on  the  nation 
in  the  not  far  distant  future.  What  has  given 
Qreat  Britain  her  ascendancy  in  the  indus- 
trial world?  Why,  the  proficiency  which  her 
Mr,  J.  HtUcheson 


youths  have  acquired  through  apprentioeship 
in  the  skilled  trades.  Her  artisans  made  Greafe 
Britain  what  she  is.  I  say  the  secret  of  Qreat 
Britain's  greatness  is  found  in  the  artisans' 
intelligence  of  brain.  Where  would  Great 
Britain  have  been  but  for  the  ship-building 
industries  ?  Would  she  have  been  the  maritime 
power  she  is  now  ?  Look  at  those  ships  we  are 
now  so  well  accustomed  to— perfect  monnmento 
of  power ;  if  you  had  no  trained  apprentices  in 
all  the  skilled  trades  could  we  have  produced  a 
ship,  which  in  every  paxt  and  in  the  entire 
whole  is  a  thing  of  beauty  ?  Every  man  w&4  an 
artiHt.  That  was  not  done  by  improvers.  They 
would  not  allow  improvers  to  work  an  hour  at 
the  skilled  trades  in  those  yardn.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  when  a  man  goes  in  there  he  is  asked  by 
the  apprentices  of  his  trade  to  show  his  inden- 
tures, and,  if  he  says  he  has  not  got  any,  they 
say  to  the  foreman,  *'  The  new  man  has  not 
served  any  apprentioeship."  The  foreman  says^ 
**  My  good  man,  I  am  sorry,  but  you  will  have  to- 
go."  Is  not  that  interfering  with  freedom  of 
contract,  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  is  it  not* 
well  that  it  should  be  so  ?  Why  should  theae 
apprentices  who  have  worked  for  a  pittance  for 
five  years  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  thin 
trade  be  pitted  against  men  who  perhaps  have 
never  been  subjected  to  these  conditions  ?  I 
say,  if  this  House  is  regardless  of  the  necessity 
to  properly  train  our  youths  in  the  skilled 
trades,  it  will  assuredly  tell  to  the  disadvantt^ 
of  the  nation  in  time  to  come.  Our  industries 
will  go  down,  and  so  will  the  industries  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  even  now  fast  ap- 
proaching the  culminating-point.  It  has  hem 
well  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  fcur 
Oaversham  that  the  United  States  of  America 
have  provided  an  arena  for  the  battle  of 
giants  of  invention  of  skill  and  of  industry. 
They  iiave  gone  there  from  all  parts  of 
Europe — aye,  of  the  civilised  world.  But  haa 
America's  first  care  been  the  proper  training 
and  well-being  of  her  own  young  ?  I  say,  No. 
There  is  such  a  suicidal  policy  of  compeUtion 
in  the  industrial  world  in  America  that  will 
surely  reveal  Itself  in  the  future  of  the  nation^ 
and  at  no  very  distant  date. 

An  Hon.  Mbicbbb. — How  are  we  going  to 
compete  with  them  under  this  Act  ? 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON.— There  are,  it  is  true, 
things  made  in  America  that  no  nation  in  the 
world  can  ever  hope  to  compete  with,  and  for 
the  simplest  of  reasons.  Every  nation  in  the 
world  has  not  got  forests  of  hiokorv,  ash,  elnit 
and  other  woods  with  special  qualities.  The 
United  States  are  noted  for  their  woodware. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Iron,  too. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON.— In  later  times  that 
is  true,  and  for  reasons  not  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  artisan.  We  are  legislating  for 
the  workers,  not  against  the  employers,  and 
that  is  why  I  am  amused  sometimes  to  hear 
honourable  gentlemen  express  solicitude  for 
the  welfare  of  the  workers.  I  am  told  re- 
peatedly that  legislation  sUch  as  this  will 
cause  a  great  many  young  people  to  be  dis- 
missed from  their  employment.  Well,  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  for  argument's  sake  that 
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may  be  possible ;  aod  it  mtkj  perhaps  be  an 
ordeal  WLich  for  our  sins  in  the  past  we 
may  have  to  pass  through.  But  how  oan 
I  imagine  that  the  volume  of  work  will 
diminish  ?  How  can  I  possibly  imagioe  that 
that  which  oan  be  well  and  efficiently  done  by 
boys  to-day  will  be  required  to  be  done  by 
adult  skilled  labour  of  to  morrow  ?  Must  uot 
the  volume  of  work  remain  the  same,  and  the 
nature  and  classification  of  work  remain  the 
same  ;  and  be  done  by  the  same  youths  ? — ex- 
cept that  they  are  working  under  different  con- 
ditions—namely, there  is  an  undertaking  on 
the  part  of  the  employer  that  the  youth  shall, 
in  return  for  his  service,  be  taught  a  skilled 
trade.  Surely  it  is  only  fair  that  such  should 
be  00.  Now,  mention  was  made  this  afternoon 
of  exceptional  cases,  and  I  quite  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  who  said  that  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  any  Legislature  to  legislate  for  ex- 
ceptional oases,  although  it  might  bear  hardly 
on  many  small  employers  of  labour,  who  find 
that  industrial  competition  now  is  such  that 
they  are  absolutely  compelled  to  make  use 
of  a  number  of  boys  or  to  shut  up  shop. 
Sir,  I  quite  admit  their  difficulties,  out  the 
principle  **  that  our  young  people  shall  be 
taught  trades,  and  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
lean  on  the  State,  and  that  the  nation  shall 
not  be  deprived  of  active  ability  and  talent," 
is  the  great  principle  underlying  the  Bill.  And 
if  that  is  agreed  to  I  do  believe  this  House 
has  wit  enough  to  remove  from  the  Bill  all  the 
anomalies  it  may  contain,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  see  that  it  does  encourage  and  foster 
the  verv  foundation  of  our  national  prosperity 
and  well-being — the  proper  training  of  our  own 
vouths  to  a  knowledge  of  all  the  skilled  trades. 
Now,  reference  was  made  to  the  question  of 
Bempetresses,  and  I  think  it  was  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay  who  said  such 
influence  as  he  might  have  was  invoked  in  a 
number  of  cases  to  secure  employment  for 
daughters  of  his  constituents  in  millinery  and 
dressmaking  establishments.  I  presume  he 
meant  that  they  gladly  gave  their  services 
without  wages — at  least,  I  inferred  he  meant 
that  engagements  were  made  without  any 
wages.  Sir,  if  I  am  credibly  informed,  there 
is  a  place  in  this  town  where  a  "  modiste,"  I 
think  I  may  call  her,  is  at  present  employed 
in  the  establishment  of  a  large  costumier  at 
£8  a  week.  Her  first- assistant  receives £1  lOs., 
and  there  are  six  others  who  get  nothing  and 
have  to  find  themselves — all  in  the  same  place. 
Now,  if  the  services  of  these  young  persons  are 
worth  having  they  are  surely  worth  recognition 
in  the  shape  of  some  remuneration.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  admit  they  may  be  so  situated 
m  life  that  they  do  not  require  it.  Their 
pa.rent8  may  be  well-to-do  and  able  to  main- 
tain them,  and  it  may  be  a  great  advantage  to 
them  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  that  trade. 
But  what  about  their  poorer  sisters  —  the 
daughters  of  mechanics  and  labourers,  who 
are  thus  crowded  out  of  employment ;  and  is 
it  well  that  this  should  be  so?  I  pet  no  great 
value  on  argument  based  on  individual  cases, 
but  the  great  principle   underlying  the  Bill 
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ought  to  be  recognised,  and  the  House  ought 
in  its  wisdom  not  to  allow  party  feeling  to 
come  into  a  question  like  this.  It  should  use 
its  best  knowledge  to  make  the  Bill  workable, 
maintaining  the  principle  that  our  youth  shall 
have  all  the  advantages  their  fathers  had,  and 
more  if  we  can  give  them.  I  hope  the  Bill  will 
pass,  and  that  in  Committee  the  anomalies 
that  have  been  pointed  out  will  be  removed. 

„on        Mr.  CROWTHER  (Auckland  City). 

'  •*>"•  —Sir,  this  Bill  is  an  old  friend  that  wa 
have  to  meet  again.  In  the  few  words  I  have  got 
to  say  upon  it  I  am  desirous  of  following  Uie 
example  of  the  last  two  speakers.  I  think,  if  I 
may  venture  to  say  so,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  introduced  the  Bill  had  proceeded  on 
the  lines  of  the  last  two  speakors  the  slight 
irritation  created  by  his  manner  would  never 
have  crept  into  the  discussion.  He  seemed  to 
me  to  be  like  a  plaintiff  who  had  got  a  very  bad 
case  and  wanted  to  win  by  abusing  the  de- 
fendant. His  manner  was  very  much  like  the 
platform  orator  who  was  practising  oratory. 
I  am  not  desirous  to  go  on  those  lines.  I 
want  to  approach  the  Bill  in  a  fair  spirit,  and 
to  follow  on  the  lines  of  the  last  two  speakers^ 
who  spoke  to  the  point  without  saying  any- 
thing to  offend  any  one.  We  heard  from  the 
Premier  about  our  young  people  being  cast 
on  the  streets.  Well,  that  is  a  very  open 
phrase ;  it  may  mean  a  very  great  deal,  and 
it  may  mean  very  little.  But,  if  mv  ex- 
perience is  worth  anything,  there  will  always 
be  a  certain  section  of  our  community,  both 
young  and  old,  who,  through  indifference,  by 
their  absolute  want  of  ability  and  their  slug- 
gish habits,  will  be  behind  in  the  race.  We 
know,  beyond  all  doubt,  we  have  these  people 
amongst  us.  We  are  not  alone  in  that  respect, 
they  are  amongst  everv  community  ;  and  if  we 
are  going  to  frame  this  Bill  on  the  lines  to 
meet  the  needs  of  this  class  of  our  people,  I 
say  unhesitatingly  we  shall  make  a  mistake. 
The  last  two  speakers  spoke  openly  and  fairly, 
and  very  much  to  the  point,  upon  our  relative 
position,  and  I  am  desirous  to  indorse,  so  far 
as  my  experience  goes,  everything  they  said. 
The  last  speaker  (Mr.  Hutcheson)  introduced 
us  in  his  speech  to  America  and  their  modes  of 
working — what  the  toilers  there  are  subject  to, 
and  what  they  have  to  put  up  with.  The  ques- 
tion arose  in  my  mind,  if  they  are  doing — and  I 
believe  they  are  doing  all  he  said  they  are  doing — 
their  six  days  a  week  and  ten  hours  per  day  : 
they  are  working  on  these  lines  sixtv  hours  per 
week.  Now,  we  have  to  compete :  the  time  has 
arrived  when  in  this  colony  we  should  have  at 
least  seven  or  eight  times  the  amount  of 
manufactures  of  one  class  or  another  that 
we  have  already  got.  My  reason  for  say- 
ing this  is  that  we  have  got  the  raw  product ; 
we  grow  the  wool  and  send  it  away  to  America 
and  England  and  other  places,  and  it  comes 
back  to  us  in  the  manufactured  article.  Now, 
the  last  two  speakers  told  the  members  of  the 
House  that  we  are  just  as  able  and  willing 
to  superintend  and  work  these  manufactures 
in  New  Zealand  as  they  are  either  at  Home 
or  in  America.    Then  how  does  our  want  of 
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suooesB  arise  ?  Is  it  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  re- 
strioiions  that  are  imposed  upon  capital  ?  Is 
it  that  investment  is  so  restricted  that  there  is 
no  temptation  for  those  who  are  possessed  of 
capital,  who  have  enterprise  and  ahility,  hut, 
in  oonsequenoe  of  the  restrictions  imposed, 
their  investments  are  remaining  in  abeyance  ? 
Tt  seems  to  me  that  this  has  something  to 
do  with  it.  If  we  listened  to  the  Financial 
»Statement  when  the  Premier  read  it  he 
shadowed  forth  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
initiate  a  further  reduction  of  5  per  cent. 
>iipon  articles  to  be  imported  into  this 
colony  from  the  Mother-country.  This  seems 
only  right  and  reasonable.  But  this  5  per 
cent,  will  be  another  load  added  to  what  we 
have  already  to  carry  in  a  competitive  sense. 
If  we  are  not  at  present  able  to-  compete  in  our 
manufactures  and  industries  we  shoiUd  hesitate 
before  we  again  begin  to  what  is  generally 
called  "  tinker"  with  the  tariff.  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  am  not  in  favour  of  the  5  per  cent. 
If  we  cannot  at  present  keep  on  a  level  and 
compete  with  what  is  already  being  brought 
into  New  Zealand,  and  furnish  employment 
and  occupation  for  our  young  people  that  are 
rising  up  amongst  us,  surely  the  time  has  not 
yet  arrived  when  we  can  lessen  the  chances  of 
their  doing  so  by  a  further  reduction  of  5  per 
cent,  on  the  imported  article.  It  has  been 
said  that  one  of  the  great  evils  in  connection 
with  this  business  is  that  there  is  a  large 
number  of  young  girls  who  are  working  for  a 
long  time  at  the  beginning  of  their  apprentice- 
ship, if  I  may  so  put  it,  for  no  pay  at  all. 
Now,  I  acknowledge  my  experience  does  not 
enable  me  to  judge  any  further  than  this : 
I  have  heard  these  matters  talked  about  at 
home,  and  I  have  been  given  to  understand 
that  the  main  object  of  these  girls,  who 
are  young  ladies,  comparatively,  and  who  are 
mostlv  children  of  parents  who  can  afiord  it, 
is  to  learn  a  trade.  And  that  is  mainly  their 
object.  Their  parents  send  them  to  a  trust* 
worthy  place  where  there  is  the  best  reason  to 
believe  they  will  learn  to  make  their  own 
dresses  and  garments,  and  It  is  said  that  even 
if  they  do  that  for  twelve  months  the  lessons 
they  learn  there  in  twelve  months  are  worth 
all  they  have  cost  to  their  parents.  That  is, 
however,  an  isolated  instance,  and,  as  I  say,  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  it  to  speak  with 
authority.  The  matter  was  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Uutcheson  when  he  was  speaking,  and  that  is 
the  way  he  spoke  about  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
Sir,  there  is  no  one  who  can  feel  more  keenly 
than  I  do  the  necessity  of  the  other  class  of 
girls  whose  parents  are  needy  and  whose  con- 
dition in  life  renders  it  an  absolute  necessity 
that  they  should  have  a  fair  wage.  I  say,  Sir, 
there  is  no  one  who  has  greater  sympathy  with 
them  than  I  have,  and  no  one  would  render 
them  more  support  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
help  them  in  that  condition  of  things.  But, 
Sir,  we  cannot  legislate— no  Parliament  was 
ever  known  to  legislate  —  for  the  levelling  of 
ability.  The  enterprising,  persevering,  willing, 
and  able  lad  will  certainly  go  ahead.  He  is 
sure  to  learn.  Now,  then,  is  it  possible,  or  is  it 
Mr  Crawther 


right  or  reasonable  or  just,  that  he  should  be 
held  back  in  order  to  level  him  with  the  in- 
different, slow,  sluggish,  and  unsaocessfnl  lad  ? 
How  is  it  possible  for  any  Parliament  to  make 
laws  to  bring  these  two  extremes  together,  and 
to  say  that  you  are  to  go  and  start  in  life  on 
the  same  lines,  and  to  keep  on  the  same  lines 
all  through  during  an  apprenticeship  of  five 
years?  It  cannot  be  done,  Sir.  The  thrifty 
and  the  enterprising  and  the  successful  will 
come  to  the  front.  It  is  just  the  same  old 
stor^:  merit  will  be  recognised.  A  master 
having  a  lad  of  that  class  under  his  hand  and 
in  his  charge  is  bound  to  give  him  opportuni- 
ties and  chances  that  the  other  lad — the  slug- 
gard and  the  careless  one — neither  deserves  nor 
wishes  for.  He  is  content  to  be  what  we  oall 
a  "  come-day-go-day  *'  sort  of  lad,  and  he  pro- 
bably remains  in  that  channel  throughout  life. 
We  see  it  every  day.  My  experience,  so  far  bm 
I  know,  is  just  on  the  same  lines  as  that  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last. 
The  early  days  of  my  life  were  spent  in  a  fac- 
tory. At  that  time,  as  he  said,  we  had  to  work 
ten  and  twelve  hours  a  day. 

An  Hon.  Member.— We  do  it  now. 

Mr.  GROWTHEB.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man says,  "  Can  I  do  it  now  ?" 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — You  do  it  now. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— Well.  I  did  it  when  I 
was  a  young  lad  from  ten  years  of  age  up  to 
nineteen,  and  I  am  yet  unaware  that  it  hurt  me 
very  much.  There  are  lads  that  could  not  do  it, 
but  let  every  one  go  to  the  trade  or  occupation 
he  is  suitable  for,  and  do  not  let  us  try  to 
group  our  young  lads  together  and  classify 
them  by  putting  a  Third  Standard  boy  with  a 
Sixth  Standard  boy  and  saying, ''  You  must  rnn 
together."  It  cannot  be  done.  In  this  matter 
we  must  try  some  other  mode  than  that.  That 
is  my  reason  for  saying  I  believe  this  Bill 
ought  to  be  amended  considerably.  A  refevenoe 
was  made  to  the  boot  and  shoe  trade  this  after- 
noon. Now,  I  have  been  through  one  boot- 
factory  recently,  where  modem  machinery  is 
being  used.  Now,  it  is  a  fact — I  am  not  able 
to  see  how  it  can  be  cured,  and  no  one  is  able 
to  show  me— that  there  are  some  of  the  boys  in 
these  factories  who  are  absolutely  doing  nothing 
except  paring  leather ;  they  are  doing  nothing 
but  shaping  leather ;  they  hardly  ever  get  anv- 
thing  else  into  their  hands  ;  from  morning  tul 
night  they  are  shaping  leather  with  a  knife. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  They  have  the  best 
pay. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— They  may  have  the  best 
pay,  but  the  argument  is  they  are  not  trades- 
men. They  are  experts  in  their  partioolar  line, 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  they  are  pat  there ; 
but  they  are  not  tradesmen.  They  only  know 
one  branch  of  their  trade ;  and  that  Is  the  com- 
plaint made  this  afternoon— that  our  trades- 
men are  not  being  taught  all  the  branches  of 
the  trade  from  first  to  last.  And  the  Bill  aims 
at  compelling  the  employer  to  teach  him  the 
trade,  so  that  when  an  apprentice  leaves  his 
establishment  he  may  be  able  to  say,  "  This  led 
knows  all  the  branches  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  KELLY.— No.  no. 
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Mr.  OROWTHER.— I  know  il  does  not  say 
80.    I  say  it  aims  at  that. 

An  Hon.  MsiiBEB.— No. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— I  hav6  read  it,  and  I 
believe  that  it  is  the  main  object.  At  any  rate, 
those  who  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Oaversham  can  come  to  no 
other  conclusion  from  what  he  said  than  that 
he  is  of  the  same  opinion  as  myself.  Another 
reference  was  made,  Sir,  to  a  late  member  of 
the  House,  Mr.  Earnshaw.  Now,  I  have  been 
in  his  shop  more  than  once  since  I  have  been 
in  Wellington,  and  he  has  got  modern  ma- 
chinery and  he  has  got  ability.  If  any  man 
ought  to  succeed  in  his  trade  he  ought  to 
succeed.  We  know  he  is  an  enterprising 
young  man,  but  he  Is  very  severely  handi- 
capped. He  tells  me  distinctly  that  the  im- 
ported article  is  sold  at  a  price  that  he 
cannot  make  it  for.  He  has  got  the  raw 
material,  he  has  got  good  and  new  machinery. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Engines. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.-  Talking  about  engines, 
we  are  told  that  we  can  import  a  railway-engine 
for  £1,200  less  than  we  can  make  it  for  here. 
What  is  the  use  of  our  talking  about  our  in- 
dustry and  our  ability  to  compete  with  other 
places  in  face  of  such  a  fact  as  that  ?  How  is 
it  that  when  we  have  the  ability  and  the  appli- 
ances here  it  costs  35  per  cent,  more  to  manu- 
facture an  engine  ?  And,  in  addition  to  that, 
the  imported  article  has  to  pay  freight,  duty, 
and  other  charges.  And  yet  we  cannot  com- 
pete with  it.  How  does  this  arise  ?  Does  that 
show  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  should 
further  handicap  our  factories  by  imposing  these 
extra  burdens  on  them  ?  And  we  are  proposing 
to  take  another  5  per  cent,  of!  the  duty  in  order 
that  the  engines  and  other  articles  may  come 
in  cheaper.  Our  chances  seem  to  be  growing 
less  every  day.  There  is  another  fact  that  we 
all  admit:  there  is  plenty  of  money  in  the 
43olony  awaiting  investment ;  and  I  believe 
that  this  cry  about  putting  our  young  men  on 
the  land  is  more  or  less  empty.  If  it  is  not  all 
humbug,  there  is  some  humbug  in  it.  What 
is  the  use  of  putting  inexperienced  young  men 
of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  years  of  age  on  the 
land — putting  them  in  the  forest  ?  They  know 
nothing  about  it.  If  they  have  any  capital 
they  will  soon  lose  it.  They  will  get  dis- 
heartened and  leave  the  land.  I  think  there 
are  much  greater  inducements  to  try  and 
multiply  our  manufactures,  increase  our  in- 
dustries, and  encourage  those  who  have  got 
capital  to  spare  to  enter  into  enterprises  in  our 
big  cities — to  keep  our  young  men  and  young 
.girls  employed  [and  let  them  learn  trades.  I 
^ould  be  better  pleased  to-day  if  I  could  stand 
-on  one  of  the  hills  round  Wellington  and  see 
thirty  or  forty  large  chimney-stacks  belonging 
to  local  industries,  which  industries  were  pay- 
ing handsome  profits  and  helping  to  increase 
t^e  products  of  the  country  and  increasing  our 
exports.  We  ought  to  aim  at  that,  and  not  be 
continually  introducing  these  crippling  mea- 
sures. It  is  no  use  our  standing  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  and  saying  what  we  do  not 
mean.    I  have  said,  and  I  say  again,  that  the 


manner  of  the  Premier,  when  he  was  speak- 
ing on  this  Bill  this  afternoon,  did  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  sincere.  He  looked  to  be  very 
much  like  a  clever  actor  who  was  desirous  of 
making  an  impression  without  stating  facta. 
It  would  be  worthy  of  the  Premier  to  imitate 
the  two  speeches  which  were  delivered  prior  to 
my  speaking.  The  long-continued  and  weari- 
some speeches  which  the  Premier  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  worrying  us  with  lately  are  not 
acceptable.  Let  him  do  as  a  leader  ought  to 
do— let  him  talk  facts  and  common-sense,  and 
sit  down  when  he  has  done  so.  He  wastes 
more  time  than  any  other  member  of  the 
House.  That  is  my  conviction,  and  I  think  it 
is  my  duty  to  tell  him  so.  So  far  as  I  am  able 
to  judge,  our  workers  are  already  doing  fairly 
well.  Wages  are  good,  the  Premier  has  told  ub 
more  than  once  this  session,  and  he  has  said 
the  people  generally  are  fully  employed,  and 
that  they  are  prosperous.  I  believe  there  are 
fewer  swaggers  now  than  there  were  seven  or 
eight  years  ago.  And  let  us  recollect,  when 
you  see  a  man  with  a  swag  on  his  back  he  is 
not  always  a  beggar.  He  is  a  working-man 
looking  to  get  an  honest  living.  If  I  see  a  mcui 
with  a  swag  on  his  back  and  a  billy  and  a 
frying-pan  in  his  hand  I  think  he  means  busi- 
ness. He  is  far  better  with  a  swag  on  his  back 
and  going  to  look  for  his  living  than  to  be 
loafing  about  town  from  one  publichouse  door 
to  another,  and  waiting  for  the  Premier  to  come 
up  and  ofier  him  an  easy  billet.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  that  in  Wellington.  If  these  men 
put  a  swag  on  their  back  and  went  and  looked 
for  a  living  it  would  be  much  better  for  them 
and  for  the  country.  I  will  not  worry  the 
House  any  longer.  There  are  some  other 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which  I  intended  to  speak 
about,  but  I  have  heard  the  bell,  and  that 
means  that  I  must  stop.  In  Oommittee  I  will 
do  my  best  to  make  this  Bill  workable  and 
acceptable.  I  again  entreat  the  Premier  not  to 
worry  us  with  long  speeches. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  (Marsden).— This  Bill 
has  been  so  often  before  this  House  that  there 
is  no  necessity  to  make  a  long  speech  on  it  on 
this  occasion.  I  see  very  little  improvement 
in  this  Bill  compared  with  the  Bill  we  passed 
last  session.  It  is  practically  the  same  Bill, 
with  the  exception  that  it  proposes  to  give  the 
Arbitration  Oourt  power  to  fix  the  number  of 
apprentices.  If  this  Bill  becomes  law,  the 
effect  of  it  will  be  this:  that  no  boy  will  be 
able  to  learn  a  trade  except  in  a  few  of  the 
larger  towns  of  the  colony.  The  whole  of  our 
tradesmen  in  the  small  townships  and  the 
country  districts  will  be  prevented  from  teach- 
ing their  own  sons  a  trade  unless  they  are 
doing  sufficient  business  to  employ  a  certain 
number  of  journeymen.  I  think  that  is  not  a 
desirable  state  of  things  to  bring  about.  So 
far  as  my  experience  goes  in  my  electorate,  and 
so  far  as  I  have  seen  in  travelling  through 
other  country  districts,  I  say  there  is  no 
agitation  for  this  Bill.  I  say  so  openly  in  this 
House.  So  far  as  I  know  public  opinion,  out- 
side of  the  large  centres  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  colony  there  is  no  demand  for  this  Bill,  and 
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the  people  do  not  want  it.  Sir,  I  am 
in  the  habit  generally  of  saying  what 
I  think  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  1  have  no 
doabt  that  even  to-night  I  will  be  in  a  minority. 
I  intend  to  vote  against  the  seoond  reading  of 
the  Bill.  I  would  call  honourable  membKBrs' 
attention  back  to  two  or  three  years  ago,  at  the 
passing  of  the  Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill.  I 
stood  almost  alone  on  that  occasion  in  de- 
nouncing the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  What  is 
the  position  of  things  now  in  regard  to  that 
measure?  At  the  present  time  our  boys  are 
boycotted  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 
other,  and  there  is  not  a  boy  learning  to  be  a 
sailor. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON.— That  is  absolutely 
incorrect,  and  the  honourable  member  must 
know  it  is  so. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  know  what  I  am 
talking  about.  I  know  for  a  fact  there  is  not 
a  boy,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  apprenticed  in 
one  of  the  coasting-vessels  learning  to  be  a 
sailor. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.—Legislation  has  not  done 
that. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Yes,  legislation  has 
done  it,  and  legislation  is  responsible  for  it; 
and  if  you  go  on  passing  this  kind  of  legisla- 
tion you  are  going  to  boycott  all  the  boys  of 
New  Zealand  from  learning  trades.  What  are 
you  going  to  do  with  them  ?  Are  you  going  to 
turn  them  out  on  the  streets  to  become  larri- 
kins? The  supporters  of  this  Bill  say,  *'  Put 
them  on  the  land.'*  But  the  promoters  of  this 
kind  of  legislation  will  take  care  they  them- 
selves do  not  go  on  the  land.  They  do  not  care 
who  goes  on  the  land,  or  what  they  may  suffer 
in  going  on  the  land,  or  whether  they  are 
half-starved,  or  how  many  hours  they  work, 
so  long  as  they  get  them  out  of  town  and  on 
the  land.  The  whole  tendency  of  this  legisla- 
tion is  against  the  best  interests  of  this 
colony.  Ik  has  been  stated  by  some  speakers 
that  the  mechanics  of  America,  the  trades- 
people of  that  country,  are  taking  the  lead  in 
all  the  manufacturing  industries  of  the  world. 
Well,  Sir,  we  all  admit  that ;  but  they  have  no 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill  there.  We  have 
been  told,  time  after  time,  that  Scotchmen  as 
engineers  and  mechanios  are  at  the  head  of 
their  profession  all  over  the  world.  There  is  no 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill  there  to  bring  that 
state  of  things  about.  It  has  been  brought 
about  by  their  own  energy  and  industry.  But 
here  a  handful  of  people  in  New  Zealand,  not 
more  than  sufficient  for  a  decent-sized  town  in 
the  Old  Country,  imagine,  by  legislation  of 
this  kind,  that  they  eure  going  to  create  a 
close  monopoly— because  that  is  really  the 
aim  of  the  Bill— for  a  handful  of  tradesmen 
in  three  or  four  large  towns  in  this  colony. 
I  cannot  understand  why  the  Premier  brings 
down  this  Bill  year  after  year  and  throws 
it  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  I  cannot 
for  a  moment  believe  the  Premier  really  and 
conscientiously  believes  in  this  Bill.  I  have 
far  too  high  an  opinion  of  that  gentleman  to 
believe  for  a  moment  he  imagines  that  this 
class  of  legislation  is  really  required  in  the 
Mr.  R,  Thompson 


interests  of  the  workers  themselves.  I  say  it 
is  not ;  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  workers  do 
not  desire  this  kind  of  legislation.  I  know 
that  in  a  few  towns  there  are  small  cliques,  or 
whatever  yon  may  term  them,  who  are  agi- 
tating quietly  for  this  class  of  legislation  ;  but 
outside  these  cliques  nobody  wants  it.  If  this 
class  of  legislation  were  really  demanded, 
would  we  not  have  petitions  presented  to  this 
House  asking  for  it?  Has  there  been  one 
single  petition  to  the  House  asking  for  this 
Bill  ?  Not  one.  That  shows  plainly  the  t  the 
people  of  the  colony  generally  do  not  require- 
this  legislation;  but  it  appears  to  me  a 
few  small  petty  cliques  in  this  part  of  the 
colony,  invisible  to  most  people  except  the 
Premier,  are  always  pulling  the  strings  behind 
the  scenes  and  forcing  this  class  of  legislation 
on  the  colony.  I  think  on  every  occasion  I 
have  been  addressing  my  constituents  and 
speaking  to  tradesmen  I  have  discussed  this- 
matter  with  them,  and  I  have  never  yet  met 
one  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  I  have  never  met 
a  tradesman  yet  in  my  own  electorate  who  did 
not  condemn  this  class  of  legislation.  Yet  we 
find  year  after  year  this  Bill  is  thrown  on  the 
floor  of  the  House — I  admit,  in  a  half-hearted 
way.  I  believe,  myself,  the  Premier  would  be 
pleased  to  see  it  thrown  out ;  but  so  long  aa 
this  sort  of  pandering  to  a  few  agitators  here 
and  in  other  large  towns  goes  on,  so  long 
are  we  going  to  have  our  time  taken  up  in. 
discussing  these  Bills,  and  night  after  night 
wasted,  only  to  have  them  sent  to  another 
place  to  have  them  kicked  out.  That  is  what 
we  have  been  doing  for  some  years;  and  I 
think  it  would  be  far  more  straightforward 
on  the  part  of  members  to  express  an  opinion 
on  the  Bill,  and,  if  they  do  not  want  it,  vote 
against  it.  There  is  too  much  of  this  trinouning 
and  allowing  Bills  to  pass  through  in  a  certain 
form  to  go  to  another  place  to  be  killed.  I  fail 
to  see  any  necessity  for  the  Bill.  I  am  not 
going  to  discuss  its  merits,  because  they  have 
been  discussed  time  after  time.  So  far  as  I 
know  public  opinion  in  the  district  I  have  th» 
honour  to  represent,  it  is  entirely  against  the 
Bill,  therefore  I  cannot  be  expected  to  support- 
it.  I  do  not  care  to  move  an  adverse  amend- 
ment; but  I  feel  strongly  inclined  to  move 
Uiat  it  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months.  I  have  no  doubt  the  second  read- 
ing will  be  carried,  as  a  matter  of  oonrae; 
but  what  its  fate  may  be  afterwards  I  do 
not  know.  I  venture  to  say,  however,  there 
are  not  half  a  dozen  members  in  this  House 
who  really  desire  to  see  this  Bill  become  law» 
That  is  my  opinion  of  the  Bill.  So  far  as  I  can 
see,  if  we  go  on  bringing  in  Bills  like  this  ses- 
sion after  session,  interfering  with  the  industriee 
of  the  country,  how  is  it  possible  these  in- 
dustries can  grow  or  prosper?  If  our  boya 
when  they  leave  school  are  to  be  prevented 
from  learning  trades,  what  is  to  become  of 
them  ?  Are  giils  also  to  be  shut  out  from 
learning  trades?  Are  settlers  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  send  their  daughters  to  become  dress- 
makers and  milliners,  so  that  they  may  be  able 
to  cut  and  make  their  own  dresses,  and   sa 
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<[Qftltfy  tbemselveB  for  life  afterwards  ?  Are  we 
|[oiog  to  have  the  whole  of  our  girls  as  well 
«a  our  boys  boycotted  ?  If  we  go  on  like  this 
New  Zealand  will  be  no  longer  a  fit  place  for 
free  people  to  live  in,  if  we  find  oar  liberties  are 
oortailed  in  every  form,  and  neither  boys  nor 
girls  allowed  to  learn  to  make  themselves  useful. 
Even  if  it  was  the  intention  of  a  boy  to  become 
a  farmer,  the  best  way  to  qualify  would  be  to 
go  and  serve  a  year  or  two  in  a  workshop  to 
learn  to  be  a  rough  carpenter — about  the  most 
nseful  education  a  boy  could  get  who  really 
intended  to  become  a  farmer  afterwards.  But 
if  we  pass  Bills  of  this  kind,  and  our  boys  are 
not  allowed  to  become  tradesmen  or  to  quality 
themselves  for  useful  settlers — boycotted  out 
of  everything,  the  same  as  seafaring  men  are 
now,  the  whole  seafaring  business  passing  into 
the  hemds  of  foreigners — fully  one-half  of  the 
•seamen  now  employed  on  the  coast  of  New 
^aland  are  foreigners,  and  every  year  the  pro- 

rrtion  of  Englishmen  is  getting  less  and  less — 
this  class  of  legislation  is  carried  out,  in  a 
short  time  our  boys  as  soon  as  they  grow  up 
4U[td  leave  school  will  have  to  clear  out  of  the 
colony  to  seek  employment  elsewhere.  Sir,  I 
hope  this  Bill  will  not  pass  through  this 
House. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  (Auckland  City). —  Sir,  I 
just  wish  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  Bill.  In 
doing  so,  I  might  as  well  follow  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Oity  (Mr.  Orbwther),  who  stated  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  ask  members  to  speak  facts,  and  that 
when  they  had  done  so  to  sit  down.  It  is  my 
intention,  so  far  as  I  can,  to  speak  facts.  The 
lionourable  member  who  has  just  spoken  stated 
that  there  was  no  demand  for  this  Bill  through- 
-oat  the  colony.  Well,  Sir,  if  there  is  no  demand 
I  believe  there  is  a  necessity  that  some  legisla- 
tive action  should  be  taken  in  respect  to  ap- 
prentices. The  Premier  told  us  what  has  taken 
?»]ac6  in  the  colony,  and  what  he  said  is  per- 
eotly  correct.  A  system  has  grown  up  in  this 
•colony  where  girls  and  boys  are  taken  on  pro- 
bation for  twelve  months,  and  when  these  girls 
and  boys  are  looking  forward,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  these  twelve  months,  to  receiv- 
ing some  small  remuneration  for  their  ser- 
vices to  take  home  to  their  parents,  they 
are  qnietly  dismissed,  and  another  lot  taken 
on.  This  has  been  going  on  for  some  time, 
to  my  knowledge,  in  more  than  one  part 
of  the  colony.  Therefore  there  is  some  neces- 
Mty  for  legislative  action.  In  regard  to  the 
restriction  as  to  the  number  of  apprentices, 
it  will  be  recollected  that  in  the  first  Bill 
4hat  came  down  the  schedule  showed  some 
forty  trades  where  one  apprentice  could  be 
allowed  to  four  journeymen.  Well,  Sir,  while 
that  schedule  was  in  existence  no  one  would 
have  opposed  that  Bill  more  than  myself, 
because  I  do  not  believe  in  the  restriction  of 
apprentices  to  that  extent.  I  believe,  Sir,  it 
will  be  very  much  more  satisfactory  as  it  is — 
-that  the  number  of  apprentices  shall  be  settled 
by  the  Arbitration  Court.  I  feel  quite  sure 
-that  the  Arbitration  Court  wiU  look  carefully 
into  both  sides  of  the  question,  as  there  are 


some  trades  that  are  entitled  and  would  require 
more   apprentices   than   others.    But,   Sir,    I 
think   the  restriction  clause  might  fairly   bo 
struck  out  of  the  Bill  altogether,  because  I 
do    not    see    that   it   would    be   very   much 
required  when  every  boy  and  girl  is  an  in- 
dentured apprentice.    I  think  that  will  regu- 
late the  number  of  apprentices  in  every  trade, 
because  no  employer  will  encumber  himself 
with  too  many  indentured  apprentices  where 
work  is  so  intermittent  as  it  is  in  this  colony. 
In  regard  to  the  wages  of  apprentices,  honour- 
able members  will  recollect  that  in  the  Bill  of 
last  year  the  wages  were  put  down  at  that  time 
at  10,  20,  35,  and  50  per  cent,  of  a  journeyman's 
wages.    It  will  also  be  recollected  that  I  moved 
an  amendment  that  the  wages  of  apprentices 
should  be  10,  20,  25,  and  85  per  cent.,  bntIw6M 
beaten  on  that  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dnnedin  City  (Mr.  Millar),  and  it  was  left  at 
30  and  40  per  cent,  on  the  last  two  terms.    I 
contend  yet.  Sir,  that  that  rate  of  wages  is 
still  too  high  for  apprentices.    The  customary 
wages  at  the  present  time — I  am  speaking  now 
of  all  out-door  trades — are,  for  the  five  years, 
58.,  7s.  6d.,  lOs.,  158.,  and  £1  per  week.     No 
master  can  afiord  to  pay  more  than  £1  per 
week  for  the  last  year  or  term  of  apprentio*- 
ship,  and  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee  I 
intend  to  move    an   amendment,   as   before, 
that  the  wages  shall  be  10, 15,  25,  and  35  per 
oent.,  basing  my  calculation  on  a  tradesman's 
wages  at  £8  per  week.    It  wUl  then  be  6s.,  9s., 
15s.,  and  £1  Is.  per  week,  and  that  is  as  much 
as  an  employer  can  afford  to  pay  his  appren- 
tices.   If  we  make  the  wages  of  apprentices  too 
high,  what  will  be  the  result  ?     Why,  the  re- 
sult will  be  that  every  employer  will  require 
a  premium  with  each  apprentice.    It  will  come 
to  that,  and  then  it  will  be  only  the  well-to-do 
class  who  will  get  their  boys  apprenticed  at  all. 
The  poorer  classes  will  not  be  able  to  get  any 
of  their  sons  apprenticed  to  any  outdoor  trade, 
because  no  employer  will  do  it.    I  speak  with 
authority  on  this  point,  as  I  have  been  attend- 
ing during  the  past  few  nights  the  meetings  of 
the  Master  Builders'  Association  Conference, 
at   which    there     were   representatives   from 
Dunedin,  Christchurch,  Wellington,  and  Auck- 
land, and  that  is  the  view  expressed  by  the 
whole  of  them.    The  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  stated  that  parents  throughout  the 
colony  were  satisfied  with  this  law.    I  might  say 
parents  belonging  to  the  unions — he  should  put 
that  in — are  satisfied,  I  believe,  with  this  law, 
and  that  it  should  go  through  as  it  is  ;  but  the 
union  workers  are  not  all  the  workers  of  the 
colony.    There  are  workers  who  are  not  alto- 
gether in  favour  of  it.    I  can  tell  the  honour- 
able member  this :    that  while  some  fathers 
are  clamouring  for  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to  restrict 
the  number  of  apprentices,  the  mothers  are 
travelling  round  with  their  sons  trying  to  get 
them  bound  to  some  trade  or  emother.    I  speak 
— ^as  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
(Mr.  Crowtber)  said  he  spoke — of  facts,  because 
I  have  had  these  mothers  at  my  house  at  night 
asking  me  to  take  on  their  sons  as  apprenticea 
when  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  do  so.    8till» 
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as  I  aaid  before,  there  should  be  some  legisla- 
tion in  respeot  to  apprentices,  in  order  to  stop 
this  oontinaal  praotioe  of  taking  on  our  young 
people  without  paying  them  any  remuneration 
whatever.     At  the  present  time   apprentices 
are  not  taught  their  trade  efficiently.    I  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Gaversbam  in 
this.    They  are  not  taught  their  trades  at  all. 
The    honourable    member    for  Gavereham    is 
quite  right  when  he  says  they  have  to  piok 
their  trade  up,  and  many  of  them  have  to; 
whereas  if  they  were  bound  apprentice  they 
must  be  taught  their  trade,  as  it  would  be  to 
the  employers'   benefit  to  do  so.    The  Hon. 
Oaptain  Kussell,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
pointed  out  an  anomaly  in   the  Bill  which 
occurred  last  year  in  reference  to  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  of  apprenticeship.    Every  one 
is  a  young  person  until  he  is  twenty  years  of 
age«    He  is  only   allowed  to  be  apprenticed 
from  three  to  five  years.    If  he  goes  on  as  sui 
apprentice  at  fourteen  years  of  age  he  is  out  of 
his  time  at  from  seventeen,  eighteen,  or  nine- 
teen years  of  age.    The  consequence  is  that  he 
cannot  go  on   as    an    apprentice  again,  and 
during  the  years  between  the  time  he  comes 
out  of  his  apprenticeship  and  the  time  he  is 
twenty  years  of  age  he  can  go  nowhere  to  work 
at  all.    That  was  rectified  in  the  Bill  last  year 
by  the  Gommittee,  which  inserted  the  words 
**  he  shall  be  deemed  ipso  facto  a  journeyman.*' 
That  put  the  matter  right  in  a  way,  but  not  to 
my  satisfaction,  because  I  do  not  think  he 
should  be  deemed  a  journeyman  until  he  is 
twenty  years  of  age  at  any  rate.    I  think.  Sir, 
if  it  is  intended  to  amend  that  in  Gommittee, 
that  he  should  be  deemed  an  improver,  be- 
cause I  find  from  experience,  and  others  have 
found  it  also,  that  an  apprentice   out  of   his 
time  picks  up  and  learns  more  of  his  trade 
in  two  years    as  an  improver  than  he  does 
in    the    whole    term  of    his    apprenticeship, 
because  be  is  placed  on  his  own  resources,  and 
he  knows  perfectly  well  that  unless  he  keeps 
up  to  the  mark  and  endeavours  to  carry  on  the 
work  as  well  as  other  men  in  the  trade  he  will 
be  dismissed  at  once.    And  there  is  no  other 
employer  who  will  take  a  young  man  when  he 
is  just  out  of  his  time  at  eighteen  or  nineteen 
years  of  age  and  place  him  alongside  men  who 
have  been  twenty  years  in  the  trade  and  give 
him  full  journeymen's  wages.    He  could  not 
possibly  do  it ;  but  if  our  young  men,  as  soon  as 
their  term  of    apprenticeship    expired,    were 
allowed  to  become  improvers  until  they  were 
twenty  years  of  age,  or  for  two  years,  it  would 
be  perfecting  them  in  their  trade,  and  they 
would  afterwards  be  able  to  take  their  places  as 

J'oumeymen.  I  will  not  detain  the  House  any 
onger.  I  shall  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  and  will  endeavour  to  have  any 
amendments  that  I  think  desirable  made  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  LANG  (Waikato).— I  think  it  is  not  a 
wonder  that  our  standard  trades  are  decreasing 
when  we  have  year  after  year  measures  such  as 
this  brought  before  this  House.  The  object  of 
this  Bill  is  to  limit  the  employment  of  young 
persons  in  the  colony.  It  leally  means  that 
Mr.  Holland 


a  large  number  of  our  young  people  will  be 
thrown  out  of  employment  altogether.     It  is 
not  my  intention  to  detain  the  House  long,, 
because  I  spoke  on    this    Bill  when  it  was 
before  the  House  last  session  ;  but  the  few- 
remarks  I  intend  to  make  are  in  the  interests 
of  the  workers,  and  not  of  the  employers.    I 
maintain  that  this  Bill,  if  passed,  would  de- 
crease the  eaming-power  of  a  large  number 
of  families  of  journeymen,  and  it  would  throw 
a  lot  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  journeymen 
out  of  employment.    And  what  are  these  youn|^ 
people  to  do  ?    They  oould  not  find  employment 
in  New  Zealand,  and  the  consequence  would 
be  they  would  have  to  go  to  other  colonies  to> 
seek  work ;  and  I  do  not  think  any  honourable 
member  will  say  it  is  desirable  that  our  young 
people  should  have  to  go  elsewhere  to  look  for 
employment.    Then,  the  remarks  that    have 
been  made  about  boy  labour  seem  to  me  to  be 
utterly  ridiculous.    I  do  not  think  any  one  can 
reasonably    speak  of  those  who  have  reached 
the  age  of  twenty  years  as  boys.    When  they 
have  arrived  at  that  age  they  should  be  quite 
equal  to  and  capable  of  earning    their   own 
living.    We  have    had    before  this    House   a 
measure    to    encourage    technical  education, 
and,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  always 
done  everything  in  my  power  to  support  techni- 
cal education,  but  I  want  to  point  out  that  it 
is  utterly   useless  for  us  to   pass   legislatioD 
to    encourage    technical  education  if  at  the 
same   time  we   are    passing    a  Bill,    or    en- 
deavouring to  pass  a  Bill,  that  will  prevent 
those  very   people  gaining  employment  when 
they  learn  their  trades.    The  benefit  of  tech- 
nical education  is  this :    that  young  people, 
without  being  apprenticed  to  any  particular 
trade,  may  learn  a  trade  by  goins  to  a  techni- 
cal school,  and  thereby  enable  themselves  to 
get  employment  should  the  opportunity  arise. 
But  under  this  Bill  any  one  who  has  so  learned 
a  trade  will  be  prevented  from  getting  employ- 
ment  at  all.    The  honourable   member    for 
Wairarapa,  when  speaking  this  afternoon,  gave 
an  instance  as  to  how  this  Bill,  if  passed,  would 
afiect  certain  trades,  and  more  particularly  the 
boot  trade.    Now,  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention 
of  honourable  members  as  to  how  it  will  affect 
trades  in  our  country  districts ;  and  for  that 
purpose  I  will  only  mention  one  trade,  though 
the  remarks  I  make  in  respect  to  this  trade 
will    apply    equally    well    to    many    others. 
I  will  refer  to  the  blacksmiths'  trade.    Now,, 
according    to    the   old    Bill    the   number    of 
apprentices  allowed  was  one  to  four  journey- 
men ;  but  under  the  present  Bill  the  number 
is  to  be  left  to  arbitration.    For  my  part,  I 
think  that  is  a  very  great  objection  to  the 
Bill.    In  the  old    BUI    we  knew    the  worst, 
whereas  the  present  proposal  leaves  the  matter 
in  uncertainty,  and  it  is  impossible  to    say 
what  proportion  the  Arbitration  Court    may 
fix.    But  for  my  present  argument  I  mean  to 
keep  to  the  same  number  as  was  stated  in  the 
former  Bill— one  to  four ;  and  I  ask  honourable 
members  who   have    any  acquaintance   with 
country  districts  if  they  do  not  know  of  many 
cases  in  which  blacksmiths  employ  two  young. 
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men  under  twenty  years  of  a^e.  Under  this 
BUI  they  would  have  to  get  nd  of  hoth  those 
young  fellows  unless  one  was  apprenttoed,  and 
then  he  oould  only  keep  the  one.  I  will  point 
out  a  case  that  might  occur,  and  very  often 
does  ooour,  in  country  districts.  At  harvest 
time  it  is  often  necessary  for  blacksmiths  to 
employ  extra  hands  for  a  short  period.  If 
they  oould  not  get  journeymen — and  I  may 
say  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  in  the  country 
districts  to  get  journeymen  at  a  moment's 
notice — they  would  be  unable  to  employ  any 
casual  labour  at  all  under  this  Bill.  And  there 
miffht  be  a  case  of  a  young  man  of  twenty  who 
had  been  to  a  technical  school,  and  who  might 
be  as  well  acquainted  with  the  blacksmithing 
trade  as  many  journeymen  who  had  served 
their  time,  and  it  would  be  utterly  impossible 
for  a  blacksmith  to  employ  this  young  fellow 
for  a  few  weeks ;  and,  although  the  blacksmith 
might  wish  to  employ  him  and  the  young  fellow 
be  anxious  to  get  the  work,  the  young  man 
would  be  unable  to  get  it,  and  the  blacksmith 
would  lose  a  certain  amount  of  business.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Hutcheson),  has  spoken  of  the  workmen  in  the 
Old  Country,  and  pointed  out  to  what  a  great 
state  of  skill  they  had  arrived.  I  did  not  take 
down  his  words,  but  I  understood  him  to  say 
they  were  more  efficient  there  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  speaking  more  particularly 
of  the  shipping  trade.  But  if  that  is  so,  I 
would  point  out  it  is  not  brought  about  by 
legislation  of  the  description  we  have  before  us 
this  evening.  I  understand  there  is  no  master 
and  apprentice  legislation  in  the  direction  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill  in  England,  and  I  thiiik  I 
am  right  in  saying  it  does  not  exist  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  And  I  venture  to  say 
if  such  legislation  as  this  had  been  introduced 
in  England  some  years  ago  the  great  bulk  of 
the  trade  which  is  now  enjoyed  by  that  nation 
would  have  gone  to  other  European  nations. 
I  would  like  to  quote  a  few  remarks  in  refer- 
ence to  this  legislation  that  were  made  by  a 
fentleman  who  was  once  a  member  of  this 
louse— I  refer  to  Mr.  Earnshaw.  In  the  first 
place  I  wish  to  quote  a  passage,  when,  referring 
to  his  own  particular  trade,  which  was  the 
brase>founding  and  -fitting.    He  says,— 

*'  I  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  it  (this  Bill)  will  entirely  wipe  it  out. 
If  the  manufacturers  are  to  compete  with  the 
importers,  to  keep  their  factories  nmning  they 
must  not  only  do  a  better  class  of  work,  but 
must  also  undertake  to  do  a  large  amount  of 
work  which  does  not  require  fully-skilled  labour, 
but  skilled  of  a  character  which  boys  can  do  just 
as  well  as  journeymen,  and  the  class  of  work 
upon  which  journeymen's  wages  cannot  be 
nmda  as  against  the  prices  of  importation." 

Then,  Sir,  going  on  to  speak  about  the  ques- 
tion of  apprentices,  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
have  apprentices  or  otherwise:  for  my  part, 
Sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  it  is  desirable. 
I  maintain  it  should  rest  with  the  people  in- 
terested as  to  whether  there  should  be  appren- 
tices or  otherwise,  and  I  think  there  should  be 
freedom  in  the  matter,  that  they  should  be 


able  to  decide  which  way  they  choose.  There 
may  be  many  cases  in  which  it  is  advisable 
ana  right  to  have  apprentices :  but,  on  the 
other  band,  I  think  that  there  are  cases  in 
which  it  is  advisable  that  young  persons 
should  learn  a  trade  without  being  appren- 
ticed at  all.  Mr.  Earnshaw  says  on  this  sub- 
ject : — 

''I  have  always  absolutely  opposed  appren- 
ticeship, and  I  will  always  do  so,  no  matter 
what  the  consequences  may  be.  I  say  that  no 
boy  will  master  an  industry  from  the  fact  of 
binding  him  to  it  for  a  number  of  years.  It 
will  not  make  him  learn  the  trade,  or  make 
him  unlearn  it ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
boy  finds  the  industry  is  not  suitable,  or  he 
cannot  get  on  with  his  employer,  or  the  em- 
ployer with  him,  there  should  be  the  means 
by  which  the  lad  may  be  released.  My  own 
experience  through  life  has  been — and  I  sup- 
pose I  have  stood  on  the  floors  of  as  many 
shops  in  the  world  as  any  member  in  this 
House— that  apprentices  do  not  make  better 
journeymen  than  lads  who  have  had  to  fight 
the  battle  of  life  in  shops,  and  who,  if  they  did 
not  suit  the  employer,  had  to  go  to  other 
shops.  I  say  these  boys  make  better  workmen 
than  those  who  are  apprenticed." 

Sir,  I  maintain  that  this  Bill,  instead  of 
legislating  for  the  workers,  is  really  legislating 
against  the  workers,  and  what  the  Shipping 
and  Seamen's  Act  was  to  the  seafaring  tx^e» 
this  will  be  to  a  large  number  of  trades  in  the 
oolony. 

Mr.  CARNCBOSS  (Taieri).— Sir,  I  shaU  nob 
detain  the  House  many  minutes  with  the  few 
words  I  have  to  say  on  this  Bill.  I  would  like 
to  say  that  I  trust  those  members  who  are 
warmly  supporting  this  Bill  will  not  think  that 
those  of  us  who  do  not  look  upon  it  with  such 
warmth  and  unqualified  approval  are  opposed 
to  the  interests  of  the  working  people.  We 
simply  view  the  question  from  different  points 
of  view,  and,  viewing  it  from  different  points  of 
view,  naturally  we  have  different  ideas  upon 
the  subject.  Now,  I  do  think  that  this  Bill,  if 
it  is  passed  in  its  present  shape,  will  be  very 
detrimental  indeed  to  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing classes,  instead  of  operating  to  their  advan- 
tage, as  the  supporters  of  the  Bill,  I  have  no 
doubt,  imagine  it  will  do.  One  of  the  greatest 
troubles  we  have  at  the  present  moment  in 
New  Zealand  is  that  of  finding  employment 
for  our  young  people.  There  is  no  member  in 
this  House,  I  think,  who  is  not  almost  daily 
brought  face  to  face  with  the  question,  either 
by  being  interviewed,  or  by  receiving  letters 
asking  him  to  do  all  he  can  to  find  em- 
ployment for  boys  and  girls.  Now,  no  one 
can  deny  that  that  is  the  case,  and  I  think  it 
should  not  be  forgotten,  for  I  can  see  plainly 
that  if  this  Bill  is  passed  there  must  neces- 
sarily be  a  very  much  reduced  volume  of  em- 
ployment for  the  young  people  compued  with, 
what  there  is  at  the  present  day.  I  believe- 
that  there  are  some  seven  or  eight  thousand 
boys  per  annuni  coming  out  of  our  schools,  and 
the  question  comes,  What  are  we  to  do  with- 
them  ?    If  by  a  measure  of  this  kind  we  are  going. 
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to  reduce  the  avenaes  of  employmeDt,  I  am  sure 
it  will  only  want  a  very  short  operation  of  the 
BiU  for  the  working  people  themselves  to  say, 
*'  Yoa  have  not  done  us  much  good  in  passing 
the  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill."  I  admit 
there  are  some  evils  in  connection  with  our 
present  free-trade  system — as  it  has  been 
termed— of  employment,  and  that  that  is  more 
especially  the  case  with  regard  to  young  girls 
who  are  employed  as  seamstresses,  but  there 
is  also  another  side  to  that  question,  which  has 
been  accurately  poioted  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Growther).  It 
is  undoubtedly  the  fact  that  there  are  many 
parents  in  this  colony— parents  who  are  not  in 
the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term  poor,  but 
who  are  fairly  well  off,  who  send  their  daughters 
to  establishments  of  the  kind  referred  to  in  the 
hope  that  they  will  learn  something  of  dress- 
making,  in  order  that  they  may  be  better 
fitted  for  domestic  avocations  when  they  are 
grown  up.  That  is  the  other  side  to  the 
question,  though  I  dare  say,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J. 
Hutcbeson)  pointed  out,  there  are  cases  in 
which  one  or  two  employes  receive  very  large 
salaries  and  half  a  dozen  receive  nothing  at 
all.  All  I  can  say  is  that  when  these  facts 
come  home  to  the  working  people  of  the  colony 
— when  they  see  injustice  going  on  in  a  par- 
ticular establishment,  I  think  they  would  be 
particularly  Justified  in  taking  the  bit  in  their 
teeth,  and  giving  their  custom  to  another 
shop.     In  that  I  think  they  would  be  quite 

I'ustified.  We  are  attempting  to  do  hero  what 
'.  believe  to  be  impossible ;  we  are  attempting 
to  regulate  the  wages  that  are  to  be  paid  for 
employment  by  the  employers  of  the  colony. 
In  that  I  do  think  we  are  attempting  what  will 
prove  to  be  an  absolute  impossibility.  When 
we  lav  it  down  that  certain  men  shall  receive  a 
certain  wage,  and  that  others  will  have  to  pay 
those  wages,  I  think  it  will  not  be  found  to  be 

Sraoticable.  There  has  scarcely  been  a  law 
evised  yet  that  people  could  not  drive  a  coach 
«nd  horses  through  ;  and  when  you  attempt  by 
law  to  dictate  to  an  employer  what  wages  he 
shall  pay,  that  law  will  be  evaded,  and  the  em- 
ployer will  have  very  little  trouble,  I  think,  in 
driving  the  proverbial  coach  and  six  through 
that  particular  law.  The  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  made  a  very  good  speech,  no 
doubt,  from  his  point  of  view  of  this  question, 
but  I  do  not  think  his  points  were  very  telling. 
He  complained  that  boys  were  being  kept  to  one 
machine.  Well,  Sir,  that  is  owing  to  what 
we  may  say  is  the  perfection  at  which  manu- 
facturing industries  have  arrived  owing  to  divi- 
sion of  labour.  Our  methods  of  manufacture 
at  the  present  time  are  so  different  from  what 
they  were  a  few  years  back  that  we  must  have 
men  and  boys  kept  at  one  particular  part  of 
an  industry  in  order  that  they  may  become 
experts  in  that  particular  line.  This  is  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  introduction  of  labour- 
saving  and  sjMcialising  machinery,  and  there 
is  no  legislation  that  we  or  any  Parliament 
can  pass  that  will  prevent  the  gradually  ex- 
landed  use  of  labour-saving  machinery ;  in  fact, 
Mr.  Camcrois 


the  more  legislation  of  this  nature  that  is 
placed  on  the  statute-book,  the  more  will  we 
compel  employers  in  self-defence  to  introduce 
all  the  labour-saving  appliances  they  possibly 
can.  We  have  that  made  very  apparent  now 
in  the  printing  trade.  A  machine  called  the 
Linotype  has  been  introduced,  and  I  feel  posi- 
tively certain  that  it  would  not  have  been 
introduced  for  several  years  had  it  not  been  that 
there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  unrest  ex- 
isting in  that  trade,  which  cahsed  the  employers 
to  determine  to  place  themselves  as  far  as  pos- 
sible outside  the  range  of  trouble.  We  have 
those  machines  in  one  of  the  offices  in  Dunedin, 
and  others  are  introducing  them,  and  this  sort 
of  thing  will  everlastingly  go  on.  The  more 
employers  find  themselves  harassed,  the  greater 
will  be  the  inducement  to  them  to  encourage 
the  invention  of  and  make  use  of  labour-saving 
appliances.  The  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham (Mr.  Morrison)  found  fault  with  the 
productions  of  the  colonial  workman,  and  said» 
not  in  these  exact  words,  but  his  meaning  was, 
that  if  we  want  a  thorough  good  article,  or 
a  thorough  tradesman,  we  have  to  send  to 
America,  or  Home.  Now,  since  the  point  has 
been  raised  it  has  been  met  by  several  speakers, 
who  have  pointed  out  that  these  extra  superfine 
tradesmen  referred  to,  in  Oreat  Britain  and 
America,  were  not  produced  by  such  a  system 
as  is  indicated  in  this  Bill,  of  compulsory  ap- 
prenticeship. They  became  good  tradesmen 
under  a  training  that  was  purely  voluntary. 

An  Hon.  Member.— No. 

Mr.  CARNGROSS.  —  Well,  at  all  events, 
under  a  system  in  which  there  was  no  com- 
pulsory apprenticeship  —  no  Master  and  Ap> 
prentice  Act.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
went  on  to  say  that  if  we  wanted  a  proptrly 
manufactured  brass  tap  we  could  not  get  it 
made  in  the  colony.  For  my  part,  I  think  he 
was  utterly  wrong  in  that  statement.  We 
have  had  a  number  of  industrial  exhibitions 
in  New  Zealand,  where  the  work  done  here 
was  at  all  events  said  by  the  judges  to  compare 
irri»t  favourably  with  anything  that  is  pro- 
duced, or  that  could  be  produced,  in  the  Old 
Country.  I  think  the  statement  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  to  a  certain  extent  a 
libel  upon  our  workmen,  when  he  said  that  no 
well  manufactured  brass  tap  could  be  obtained 
of  local  manufacture.  Now,  the  honourable 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Hutcheson)  made  a  speech  that  we  must  all 
admit  was  a  most  interesting  and  forcible  one, 
and  from  his  own  point  of  view  it  was  no 
doubt  very  convincing.  He  gave  us  some  very 
interesting  details  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  workmen  are  received  in  the  ship-yards 
of  Great  Britain.  As  I  understood  his  speech,  I 
gathered  that  if  a  man  came  for  empioymeni 
to  those  ship-yards  there  was  no  chance  what- 
ever for  him  unless  he  could  produce  his  in- 
dentures. Well,  Sir,  the  indentures  would,  no 
doubt,  be  produced,  but  they  were  not  created 
under  a  system  of  compulsory  apprenticeship. 
Then  why  should  apprenticeship  be  compulsory 
in  New  Zealand?  The  men  referred  to  by  M 
Hutcheson,  and  who,  no  doubt,  are  first- olas 
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-toMlesmen,  have  been  taught  their  businesB 
under  indentures,  but  U  was  a  purely  volun- 
iary  system,  and  why  not  adhere  to  a  volun- 
tary system  here?  This  matter,  it  seems  to 
me,  lies  more  with  the  labour  bodies  them- 
selves than  with  any  other,  and  it  oould  be 
1>etter  done  under  rules  made  by  the  unions 
than  by  Act  of  Parliament.  We  have  some 
trades  in  New  Zealand  that  will  not  allow 
their  journeymen  to  work  for  less  than  a 
eertain  rate  of  wages ;  and,  if  they  can  bring 
that  about  by  regulation  amongst  themselves, 
I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  by  regula- 
tion prohibit  men  from  obtaining  employment 
unless  they  produce  indentures  to  prove  that 
they  are  competent  workmen;  not,  however, 
that  I  deem  such  a  system  desirable.  At  all 
events,  I  think  they  oould,  if  they  so  desire  it, 
iMtter  encourage  a  system  of  apprenticeship  by 
that  means  than  by  such  an  Act  as  we  are 
•endeavouring  to  pass  through.  It  would  be 
better  managed  purely  as  a  trade  arrangement 
without  legislation.  That,  I  believe,  would  be 
more  likely  to  give  satisfaction.  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  general  question  of  apprenticing 
lads :  I  believe  there  never  was  a  time  in  the 
history  of  the  world  when  there  was  less  occa- 
sion for  compulsory  apprenticeship  than  there 
is  at  the  present  moment.  That  is  so  because 
the  day  has  gone  by  when  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  a  man  should  go  through  all  the  grades  and 
departments  of  a  trade.  In  time  past  if  a  man 
wished  to  be  a  bootmaker,  he  had  to  go  through 
the  whole  business,  and  be  able  to  produce  a  pair 
of  boots.  Such  a  thing  is  rarely  asked  for  now. 
We  have  so  much  machinery,  and  if  a  man  be- 
comes expert  with  a  particular  portion  of  a 
trade  that  is  all  that  is  asked  of  him.  There- 
fore I  think  there  is  less  reason  for  compulsory 
apprenticeship  at  the  present  time  than  there 
ever  has  been  in  the  industrial  history  of  the 
past.  One  more  word  about  the  matter  of 
fixing  the  wage :  I  think  it  is  a  most  difficult 
thing  to  fix,  and,  as  I  said  just  now,  I  believe  it 
will  result  in  the  employers  driving  a  coach 
and  horses  through  the  Act.  I  wish  to  view 
the  Bill  in  a  favourable  light,  if  possible,  and 
although  I  cannot  support  it  in  its  entirety,  I 
claim  a  desire  to  do  what  is  right  to  help  what 
is  known  as  the  working-class  of  the  com- 
munity. We  are  in  this  Bill  making  an  attempt 
to  fix  the  rate  of  wages.  It  is  an  absurd  thing 
to  attempt.  If  we  fix  it  at  any  higher  rate 
than  the  employer  thinks  he  can  pay  with 
profit  to  himself,  if  we  fix  it  too  high  to  suit 
his  business  arrangements,  he  will  simply 
drive  a  coach  and  horses  through  the  Act 
and  protect  himself.  He  will  say,  "Well,  I 
am  compelled  to  apprentice  you ;  I  am  likewise 
compelled  to  pay  you  a  certain  rate  of  wage, 
therefore  I  must  protect  myself,  and  to  enable 
me  to  do  that  I  want  so  much  premium  for 
your  apprenticeship.  You  must  pay  so  much 
of  a  premium  before  I  take  any  apprentice." 
And  if  the  employer  takes  that  stand,  what 
will  become  of  your  Act  of  Parliament  ?  What 
gain  will  it  be  to  our  boys?  It  seems  to  me 
that  you  oannot  override  capital  in  this  matter. 
Capital  will  be  master  in  a  matter  like  this. 


You  cannot  compel  a  man  to  pay  20s.  out  of 
his  pocket  for  labour  if  he  can  only  afiord  to 
pay  198.  to  obtain  a  profit.  You  may  refuse  to 
accept  his  19s.,  but  you  cannot  force  him  to 
pay  20s.,  and  he  will  therefore  avoid  the  re- 
strictions laid  upon  him  by  this  Act.  I  have 
not  spoken,  Sir,  with  any  desire  to  be  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  Bill,  but  I  gravely  doubt  whether 
it  can  possibly  prove  as  beneficial  as  its  sup- 
porters imagine.  I  will  not  vote  against  the 
second  reading,  but  in  Committee  I  shall,  if  it 
be  possible,  help  to  put  the  measure  in  such  a 
shape  that  it  will  be  an  improvement  upon 
what  it  is  now,  and  if  we  can  eventually  p^iss 
through  a  Bill  of  this  nature  that  will  be  satis- 
factory to  both  parties,  and  satisfactory  to 
the  working  people  themselves — which  in  the 
meantime  I  think  is  impossible— I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  assist. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  (Eden).— Sir,  I  cannot  give 
a  silent  vote  on  this  Bill.  It  is  admittedly 
a  very  important  measure,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  regard  it  as  worthless,  and  as  a  Bill 
that,  if  it  became  law,  would  altogether  cause 
a  panic  in  the  country.  I  am,  therefore, 
entirely  opposed  to  the  Bill.  I  further  look 
on  the  Bill  as  a  barbarous  feature  of  a  bygone 
age — a  relic  of  slavery — and  those  who  favour 
a  measure  of  the  kind  are,  in  my  opinion,  not 
up-to-date.  I  think  the  old  system  of  binding 
an  apprentice  for  seven  years,  or  even  for  five 
years,  should  be  done  away  with.  When  that 
condition  of  things  was  introduced  in  England 
and  elsewhere  lads  had  to  do  some  hard 
"graft"  with  their  hands,  but  with  the  youth 
nowadays  the  young  fellow  who  is  intelligent 
and  who  understands  the  proper  manipulation 
of  machinery  is  the  one  who  will  come'  to  the 
front.  The  system  of  binding  ahoy  to  a  trade, 
very  often  against  his  will— and  in  this  Bill  it 
is  proposed  that  he  should  be  bound  for  a 
period  of  five  years — is.  a  feature  of  a  bygone 
age.  The  Bill  also  provides  that  a  boy  or  a 
girl  may  be  apprenticed  at  fourtfaen ;  and,  in 
the  case  of  a  boy,  he  is  to  be  apprenticed  for 
five  years.  A  boy  will,  therefore,  be  nineteen 
years  of  age  when  he  has  completed  his  appren- 
ticeship. But  he  is  a  "  young  person,"  accord- 
ing to  the  Bill,  until  he  is  twenty ;  so  that  for 
one  year  he  is  in  an  unenviable  position — he  is 
neither  a  journeyman  nor  an  improver;  and, 
like  Mahomet's  coffin,  he  will  be '  between 
heaven  and  earth  for  that  year.  For  that  rea- 
son, then,  it  is  not  wise  to  fix  the  age  at  twenty 
years.  Another  very  objectionable  feature  in 
the  Bill  is  the  limitation  of  apprentices.  If 
honourable  members  will  carefully  read  the 
Bill,  they  will  see  that,  in  the  case  of  pro- 
nounced trades,  such  as  engineering  and  car- 
pentering, there  is  to  be  only  cue  apprentice 
for  every  two  workmen  that  are  employed  fifty- 
two  weeks  in  the  year. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— That  is  not  in  the  Bill 
now. 

Mr.  BOLLARD.— The  Arbitration  Court  is 
set  up  for  the  purpose  of  saying  what  the  num- 
ber of  apprentices  shall  be,  and  in  the  trades 
that  are  not  defined  the  number  is  also  decided 
by  the  Court.    As  has  been  said  repeatedly  to> 
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night,  What  are  the  young  lads  of  the  colony 
to  do  ?  Why,  one  efiect  of  this  Bill,  if  it  he- 
comes  law,  will  be  to  put  several  thousands  of 
young  people  on  the  streets  at  once  without 
employment.  They  could  not  be  employed 
unless  they  were  apprenticed,  and  in  many 
shops  where  there  were  few  journeymen  and 
a  large  number  of  young  people  employed 
there  could  be  few  apprentices.  And  in  the 
case  of  factories,  some  of  which  now  employed 
as  many  as  three  hundred  hands,  what  would 
be  the  result  if  the  Bill  became  law  ?  Many  of 
these  young  people  would  have  to  go  out,  and 
instead  of  men  and  women  being  engaged  in 
their  places  the  employer  would  import  ma- 
chinery to  do  the  work.  I  was  speakmg  lately 
with  an  employer  in  Auckland,  who  employs 
fifty  hands  in  his  factory,  and  he  told  me  that 
if  this  Bill  was  passed  he  would  have  to  intro- 
duce machinery  into  his  premises  and  to  dis- 
pense with  his  emplo]^6s  in  order  to  compete 
with  the  imported  article. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Is  it  a  skilled  handi- 
craft? 

Mr.  BOLLABD.~Yes,  and  that  would  be  the 
effect  in  this  man's  factory  if  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore us  became  law,  which  I  sincerely  hope  it 
will  not.  With  regard  to  the  number  of  ap- 
prentices to  be  employed  under  the  Bill,  I  re- 
gard the  measure  as  most  conservative  in  that 
respect,  because  there  will  be  so  few  young 
people  taken  on  that  the  manufacturers  will 
demand  heavy  premiums.  Consequently,  the 
poor  man's  son  would  not  get  a  chance  of  be- 
coming a  tradesman  of  any  sort.  Those  who 
could  afford  to  pay  the  premium  would  be 
those  who  would  be  able  to  get  their  children 
apprenticed  to  a  trade,  and  in  that  respect  the 
measure  is  anything  but  a  liberal  one.  We 
have  had  a  great  many  Bills  of  one  sort  and 
another  before  the  House  within  the  last  seven 
years,  but  of  all  t^e  worthless  measures  that 
have  been  introduced  this  one,  I  think,  is  the 
worst.  As  was  said  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden,  who  is  it  that  wants  this  legis- 
lation? Do  the  fathers  of  families  want  it? 
No,  it  is  the  trades-unions  who  want  it. 

An  Hon.  Mi:mbeb. — Are  they  not  fathers  of 
families? 

Mr.  BOLLARD. — I  say  that  those  who  have 
families  do  not  want  it.  I  regard  the  selfish- 
ness of  the  trades-unions  that  have  induced 
the  Premier  to  introduce  this  Bill  as  abomin- 
able. They  have  learnt  trades  themselves,  and 
they  are  not  willing  that  the  boys  of  the  colony 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  learning  one, 
and  this,  forsooth,  is  Liberalism.  Why,  the  fact 
is,  if  this  Bill  becomes  law  we  shall  be  import- 
ing skilled  labour  from  the  other  colonies  Skud 
elsewhere.  Take  America.  Are  we  in  advance 
of  that  country  in  manufactures  and  inven- 
tions? Have  they  a  Master  and  Apprentice 
Act  there  ?  Not  a  bit  of  it.  The  intelligence 
of  the  boy  that  can  come  to  the  front  and  show 
how  to  manipulate  machinery  for  the  manu- 
facture of  goods— that  is  the  boy  that  will 
come  to  the  front  in  the  future,  not  the 
boy  who  is  tied  down. 
Mr,  Bollard 


An  Hon.  Membeb.— I  wish  you  had  had  to 
earn  your  living  there,  and  you  would  know  all 
about  it. 

Mr.  BOLLABD.— If  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
into  law  is  a  Liberal  measure,  then  I  am  not  a 
Liberal.  Honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other^ 
side  of  the  House  may  laugh.  You  are  not 
Liberals :  you  are  Seddonites.  I  consider  the 
true  Liberals  are  on  this  side  of  the  House.  I 
shall  not  detain  the  House  any  longer,  and  1 
simply  wish  to  say  that  I  feel  thoroughly  dis- 
gusted with  the  selfishness  of  numbers  of  people 
in  this  country  who,  having  learned  traaea 
themselves,  are  determined  that  the  boys  and 
girls  of  the  colony  shall  be  shut  out  from  earn- 
ing an  honest  living  as  they  are  doing  now. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti).— Sir,  the 
last  speaker  said  this  measure  was  a  Conserva- 
tive one,  and  he  would  not  support  it.  Now,  I 
cannot  understand  why  he  should  not  support 
any  Conservative  Bill.  The  regulation  of  the 
proportion  of  boy  and  adult  labour  is  certainly 
one  of  those  difficult  industrial  questions,  and 
one  of  considerable  importance.  This  Bill,  Sir, 
I  think,  is  an  honest  attempt  to  solve  the 
difficulty.  It  is  now  in  a  rather  different  form 
to  what  it  was  when  it  was  first  introduced, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  by  the  time  it 
is  through  the  Committee  and  been  passed  by 
the  Labour  Bills  Committee  it  will  be  in 
an  even  more  satisfactory  form.  This  ques- 
tion. Sir,  of  adult  and  boy  labour  is  beset  with 
many  difficullies.  The  introduction  of  the 
Arbitration  Court  to  decide  questions  of  pro- 
portion of  boy  and  adult  labour  is  certainly  a- 
step  in  the  right  direction,  but  I  consider.  Sir, 
that  the  employers  should  be  allowed  some  voice 
in  the  regulation  of  their  own  requirements. 
We  must  he  very  cautions  not  to  deny  the  right 
to  any  of  our  youths  to  learn  a  traide  if  they 
desire  to  do  so^  but  what  we  must  insist  upon  is 
to  see  that  our  youths  are  paid  for  their  labour 
in  an  equitable  manner  while  they  are  learning 
their  trade — that  they  are  not  simply  made  use 
of  and  then  turned  adrift  without  becoming 
efficient  workmen.  The  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  did  not  mean  to  suggest  when 
he  was  speaking  that  there  were  no  ooloniaJs 
who  had  turned  out  to  be  efficient  tradesmen, 
and  he  was  rather  taken  to  task  by  the  succeed- 
ing speaker  in  that  respect.  Of  course,  we  all 
know  that  there  are  a  great  number  of  our 
colonial  youths  who  make  very  efficient  trades- 
men indeed.  Although  I  am  not  representing 
a  city  constituency,  still  I  know  something 
about  this  question,  inasmuch  as  in  one  of 
the  boroughs  I  represent  we  have  very  large 
mechanical  establishments,  and,  to  the  credit 
of  these  employers  be  it  said,  ^hey  take  a 
very  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  their 
apprentices  and  young  people  who  work  for 
tnem,  and  they  take  a  pride  in  turning  them 
out  ae  efficient  journeymen.  At  the  present 
moment  there  are  dozens— I  might  say  scores 
— of  these  young  men  who  were  taught  their 
profession  as  engineers  by  the  firms  of  Morgan 
and  Cable,  and  Gardiner  and  Co.  in  Port  Chal- 
mers, who  are  now  first  and  second  engineers, 
and  engineers  of  lower  grades,  on  the  Union 
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Steamship  Company's  steamers,  and  they  are 
excellent  artisans.  Therefore,  while  we  admit 
that  there  are  a  great  many  who  are  not  pro- 
ficient when  they  leave  their  apprenticeship, 
still  there  are  a  great  number  who  are  cer- 
tainly a  credit  to  this  colony.  Sir,  I  presame 
this  Bill  is  not  meant  to  refer  to  liberal- 
minded  employers — to  the  people  who  take 
a  pride  in  teaching  their  apprentices  to  be 
good  journeymen,  and  who  pay  them  liberal 
wages— but  that  it  is  intended  to  check 
those  who  take  no  interest  in  their  young 
people,  who  are  what  we  might  fairly  term 
**  sweaters,*'  and  who  are  grasping  and  making 
all  they  can  out  of  the  employes  and  Jtheir 
young  people,  perfectly  regardless  as  to  the 
future  of  these  boys.  Those  are  the  people 
whom  this  Bill  is  intended  to  apply  to.  Mr. 
Growther,  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Oity,  said  that  there  should  be  eight  times  as 
many  manufacturers  in  the  colony  as  there  are, 
and  I  would  like,  myself,  to  see  more  if  we  had 
the  population  to  consume  what  they  produce. 
But  we  must  not  forget  the  fact  that  we  shall 
never  be  a  great  manufacturing  country.  We 
shall  remain  a  producing  country,  and  not  a 
manufacturing  country.  We  should  turn  our 
attention  more  to  opening  up  markets  for  the 
produce  of  the  soil.  That,  I  believe,  is  of  more 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  country  than  to 
promote  a  large  number  of  industries.  Sir,  if 
we  were  satisfied  for  our  artisans  to  work  long 
hours,  and  to  receive  a  low  rate  of  wages — to 
work  the  same  hours  and  receive  the  same 
wages  that  they  receive  in  the  old  manufactur- 
ing countries — then  I  have  no  doubt  that  we 
could  compete  with  those  countries  in  manu- 
facturing ;  but  we  know  that  through  a  better 
condition  of  things  here  we  cannot  compete 
with  any  of  those  countries ;  and  I  hope  it  will 
never  come  to  this :  that  we  shall  have  to  work 
long  hours  and  give  small  wages  in  order  to  be 
able  to  compete  with  those  countries.  We 
should  endeavour  to  encourage  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, as  tea  as  it  would  be  consistent,  the 
manufactiire  of  what  we  consume  ;  but  for  us, 
with  a  population  of  about  three-quarters  of  a 
million,  to  expect  to  become  a  manufacturing 
country,  and  to  be  able  to  compete  with  those 
of  the  Old  World — the  thing.  Sir,  is  ridiculous. 

QQ  What  would  be  the  result  if  we  had 
these  large  numbers  of  manufactories 
that  my  honourable  friend  spoke  of?  We 
should  have  a  superabundance  of  our  products 
on  our  hands.  And  where  should  we  get  our 
market  ?  We  could  not  send  our  surplus  goods 
away  to  the  other  colonies,  because  they  can 
manufacture  at  a  cheaper  rate.  They  would 
be  simply  a  drug  in  the  market,  and  there 
would  oe  over-production,  and  some  of  our 
manufactories  would  be  closed,  and  the  artisan 
would  be  in  a  much  worse  position  that  he  was 
before.  I  think,  Sir,  that  the  intention  of  the 
Bill  is  good  ;  it  is,  I  believe,  brought  in  in  the 
interests  of  our  artisans,  and  I  believe  when  it 
emerges  from  Committee  it  will  be  a  workable 
measure,  and  a  credit  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata).— Mr.  Speaker,  in 
rising  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  this  measure 


I  feel  that  many  of  those  points  I  intended  to- 
express  myself  upon  have  been  anticipated  by 
previous  speakers.  Still,  I  feel  I  could  not 
pass  over  a  measure  of  this  kind  without  giving 
my  opinion  upon  it,  and  it  is  without  any  feel- 
ing of  regret  that  I  rise  to  say  I  am  absolutely 
opposed  to  this  measure.  It  is  verv  difficult 
indeed  for  one  to  express  one's  self  upon  it 
without  being  misunderstood,  because  I  am 
heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  aspirations  of 
the  tradesmen  of  this  colony  who  wish  to  better 
their  condition.  I  have  gone  through  the 
experience  of  a  workman  myself,  and  I 
have  worked  very  hard  indeed  for  anything 
I  have  obtained  so  far,  and  I  know  what  is 
the  irksomeness  of  daily  toil.  It  is  to  relieve 
that  that  the  aspirations  of  tradesmen  are 
expressing  themselves  in  the  form  of  the 
measure  now  before  the  House.  But  I  feel 
that  they  are  mistaken  in  economic  science 
in  attempting  such  a  measure  as  this,  and 
I  am  so  genuine  and  so  sincere  in  my  con- 
viction against  this  Bill  that  if  my  consti- 
tuents were  to  tell  me  that  they  would 
return  me  to  the  House  without  opposition 
at  the  next  election  if  I  supported  this  mea- 
sure, and  that  to  oppose  it  would  cost  me  my 
seat,  I  should  still  oppose  it,  because  I  believe 
it  is  my  duty  to  do  so. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MONK. — The  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  told  us  that  at  various  meetings  he 
addressed  his  constituents  on  this  matter. 
Now,  it  struck  me  at  the  time  he  was  epeak- 
ing  how  dependent  are  many  of  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  in  the  various  constituencies 
upon  the  correctness  of  the  views  uttered  by 
their  representatives  in  this  House,  and  also 
upon  honourable  members  when  they  are 
merely  candidates.  Looking  at  the  honour- 
able member  for  Caversham,  I  think  he  would 
be  particular  as  to  the  tailor  whose  services  he 
would  secure  if  needing  a  suit  of  clothes,  but 
there  are  tradesmen  besides  those  who  make 
our  suits  and  our  buildings  and  our  ironwork. 
There  are  tradesmen  in  politics,  tradesmen  in 
legislation,  and  if  this  House  passed  a  Bill  by 
which  every  citizen  of  New  Zealand  before  he 
could  aspire  to  become  a  candidate  for  a  seat 
in  this  House  had  to  subject  himself  to  an 
examination  upon  politics  I  think  it  would  be 
for  the  benefit  of  our  country.  Whilst  some  are 
so  anxious  about  the  training  of  a  few  appren- 
tices, as  rightly  desired  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Caversham,  what  about  those  who  are 
making  the  laws  that  are  shaping  the  destinies 
of  a  young  country  like  this,  and  afiecting  the 
welfare  of  no  less  than  three-quarters  of  a 
million  of  people?  They  surely  should  re- 
quire an  apprenticeship  so  careful  as  will  give 
assurance  that  such  a  measure  as  is  before  the 
House  this  evening  should  have  a  certainty 
at  least  of  its  being  defensible  upon  principles 
of  economic  and  social  science.  Now,  I  am 
astonished  that  the  Premier  should  have  in- 
troduced a  measure  like  this  this  session.  He 
introduced  it,  I  know,  last  session,  and  I  should 
have  thought,  after  the  criticism  to  which  it 
was  then  subjected,  and  after  his  having  de- 
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<olared,  as  he  intiodaoed  the  Viotoria  College 
Bill,  that  the  ohildrenof  the  poor  should  receive 
•a  university  course,  and  saying  that  it  was  in- 
tended that  they  should  have  a  nigher  education 
than  they  had  heen  receiving  hitherto,  the 
measure  before  us  this  evening  would  have 
l>een  more  consistent  with  these  statements, 
^fter  the  Premier  had  filled  their  hearts  with 
Aspirations  of  entering  into  the  highest  positions 
in  this  land,  he  would  now  deny  to  tnem  the 
opportunity  of  acquiring  a  trade !  If  after  he 
had  passed  through  his  educational  coarse  a 
youth  desired  to  become  a  tradesman,  his 
entering  into  that  trade  would  depend  upon  the 
•dictum  of  an  Arbitration  Court.  That,  to  me, 
does  seem  hard.  Then  the  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  said  that  in  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House  the  masters  would  be  compelled  to 
teach  their  apprentices  their  trade.  Does  the 
honourable  member  expect  a  master  to  teach 
outside  the  scope  of  his  own  business  ?  And  if 
the  honourable  member  knows  anything  about 
industrial  concerns  at  the  present  time  he 
knows  that  the  tendency  now  is  to  "  depart- 
mentise"  everythiDg.  Why  cannot  we,  with  the 
-very  heavy  tariff  on  boots  and  shoes,  compete  with 
the  English  manufacturer,  and  how  was  it  that 
over  £20,000  was  paid  in  duty  last  year  on 
boots  and  shoes .  imported  from  the  Old 
Country?  Because  we  have  not  got  such 
departmentistfd  business  here  as  they  have. 
There  are  men  who  finish  each  class  of 
goods,  and  so  secure  the  perfect  finish  that 
is  wanting  in  our  colonial  work.  The  same 
system  of  departmentising  is  carried  into  the 
brasswork  industry  of  the  Old  Country.  Why, 
a  single  brass  cock  would  go  through  a  dozen 
hands,  each  hand  particularly  dexterous  in  the 
manipulation  of  his  particular  department, 
and  here  the  demand  for  such  commodities  is 
not  sufficient  to  warrant  a  man  setting  up  such 
an  establishment.  I  must  allude  to  a  few  of 
the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Chrlstchurch  City.  He  suggested 
a  uniform  rate  of  wages  throughout  the  whole 
of  New  Zealand.  1  very  much  regret  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  here.  1  do  not 
wish  to  create  ill-feeling.  I  only  feel  it  my 
duty  in  my  little  way  to  afford  as  much  in- 
formation as  I  can  on  this  subject.  To  make 
the  rate  of  wages  paid  in  the  different  large 
centres  of  New  Zealand  uniform  you  must 
make  the  climate  of  New  Zealand  uniform ; 
you  must  make  the  conveniences  of  life  uni- 
form— you  must,  for  instance,  have  the  same 
number  of  wet  days  in  Auckland  as  in  Inver- 
cargill.  There  are  differences  in  the  cost  of 
living,  and  so  on.  Then,  I  am  surprised  that 
any  honourable  member  should  find  fault  with 
the  system  which  obtains  now  amongst  young 
girls  going  into  milliners'  shops  in  order 
to  acquire  a  certain  measure  of  informa- 
tion upon  dressmaking.  Nothing  could  be 
more  cruel  than  to  limit  the  opportunities 
for  these  people  to  go  into  tnese  shops 
and  acquire  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  dress- 
making in  order  to  make  themselves  more 
fitted  for  the  domestic  life  to  which  they, 
j)o  doubt,  aspire.  Then,  there  are  those  who 
Mr,  Monk 


talk  of  young  men  learning  to  become  farmers. 
Do  they  Ipiow  that  to  be  a  good  farmer  requirai 
as  mueh  training  and  as  ceaseless  care,  and 
perhaps  more  self-reliance,  than  most  other 
businesses  ?  People  think  they  can  pitchfork 
a  bov  on  to  the  soil,  and  that  by  doing  so  he 
will  become  an  efficient  farmer.  I  know  the 
Minister  of  Lands  has  tried  a  little  of  this  ex- 
perimental kind  of  business,  but  when  he  comei 
to  talk  upon  the  matter  from  the  standpoint 
of  a  practical  agriculturist  and  his  own  expe- 
rience  he  will  speak  in  harmony  with  the 
sentiments  I  am  now  uttering.  One  honourable 
member — the  member  for  Wellington  City — 
made  some  remarks  about  a  costumier,  or 
a  modiste,  and  referred  to  her  getting  £8  a 
week,  while  a  girl  in  the  same  establishment 
was,  perhaps,  getting  next  to  nothing.  Well, 
what  about  that?  The  fact  of  thoir  having 
such  an  efficient  hand  that  she  could  com- 
mand £8  a  week  would  be  sufficient  to  induce 
one  to  send  a  girl  to  acquire  the  business 
from  such  an  expert,  even  if  she  were  to  get 
little  or  nothing.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  also  made  some  suggestiooa 
about  American  life.  I  remember  going  to  the 
Old  Country — a  New-Zealander — and  being 
able  to  tell  some  folks  more  about  the  district 
to  which  they  belonged  than  they  knew  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.— I  can  quite  believe  that. 

Mr.  MONK.— Quite  right.  I  had  made  my- 
self familiar  with  the  past  history  of  the  dis- 
trict, whilst  they  had  passed  their  lives  in  the  dis- 
trict without  ever  giving  a  thought  of  anything 
beyond  the  ordinary  occurrences  of  their  daily 
life.  And,  in  the  same  way,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City,  passing  through 
America  and  staying  a  short  time  there,  may 
have  very  little  acquaintance  with  the  economic 
r6le  of  the  American  people  as  a  whole.  I  have 
worked  in  California,  and  I  got  some  informa- 
tion there,  and,  let  me  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman,  if  the  law  had  existed  when  I  was  a 
youth  that  is  intended  by  this  Bill  I  should 
not  have  been  permitted  to  acquire  the  means 
of  making  a  livelihood  that  I  have  had.  It  was 
my  ambition  to  learn  half  a  dozen  trades — I  may 
not,  perhaps, have  mastered  them— you  may  call 
me  a  Jack  of  all  trades  and  a  master  of  none— bat 
my  spirit  of  emulation  was  free  to  achieve  the 
most  fitness  for  my  environments,  and  that  is 
what  1  wish  for  the  young  New-Zeal anderft  of 
to-day.  Let  us  turn  to  those  statistics  whioh 
deal  with  America  at  the  present  time.  Let  ue 
examine  the  condition  of  America.  I  do  not 
know  whether  honourable  members  will  re- 
member a  speech  I  made  in  1888,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Withy,  who  complained .  because  they  did 
not  allow  him  to  send  a  cargo  of  iron  rails  by 
a  steamer  into  America,  because  of  the  pro- 
tective duty  imposed  on  them.  I  remember 
remarking  that  tke  protection  of  America  was 
preparing  her  people  for  such  industrial  com- 
petition that  in  course  of  time  would  extend 
to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  world.  And  what, 
has  been  the  result?  America  has  been  com- 
peting with  the  manufactures  of  every  part  of 
the  planet  successfully.     What  happened  the 
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other  day  in  coDnection  with  the  iion  industry 
of  Great  Britain?  A  very  large  order  was 
diverted  from  the  Busalan  Qovemment  into 
America  because  the  English  people  could  not 
accept  it  owing  to  the  industrial  disarrange- 
ments that  existed  at  that  time.  The  honour- 
able member  spoke  of  a  mechanic  in  America 
looking  after  two  or  three  machines.  He 
should  have  explained  that  there  are  operations 
where  a  man  can  easily  look  after  two  or  three 
machines.  But  the  engineers*  strike  in  Lon- 
don was  this:  that,  no  matter  how  long  a 
machine  might  run  without  needing  attention, 
he  was  to  look  after  no  other.  It  is  to  be 
noticed  that  some  German  tradesmen  went  to 
England  with  the  feeling  that  it  was  to  the  in- 
terest of  a  high-class  tradesman  to  do  as  much 
as  he  could  in  a  shop.  He  did  not  believe  in 
any  uniform  rate  of  wages,  but  he  believed  in 
looking  after  two  or  three  machines  if  he  could. 
I  dare  say  honourable  members  are  familiar 
with  the  incident  where  a  first-class  artisan 
walked  out  of  an  English  shop  because  he  was 
not  allowed  to  do  as  much  as  he  could.  Let  us 
turn  for  a  moment 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— To  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MONK.— This  is  the  Bill.  I  am  trying 
to  show  that  the  Bill  is  going  to  prevent  the 
young  people  of  New  Zealand  from  fulfilling 
their  role  in  emulation  to  compete  with  the 
industries  of  other  parts.  If  we  do  not  look  to 
ourselves  we  in  a  snort  time  shall  find  that  we 
are  out-businessed  by  other  parts  of  the  world. 
Let  us  think  for  a  moment  of  the  progress 
made  by  America,  and  start  by  saying  that 
the  experience  of  men  who  have  had  much  to 
do  with  the  employment  of  boys  is  that  in- 
denturing is  not  favourable  either  to  the  boy  or 
to  the  employer.  They  discourage  apprenticing 
in  America.  There,  as  was  remarked  by  Mr. 
Bollard,  the  idea  on  the  part  of  the  employers 
is  that  there  should  be  a  spirit  of  emulation 
in  their  workshops;  that  every  one  in  the 
building,  and  they  have  magnificent  buildings 
there — they  have  risen  in  this  respect,  their 
workpeople  have  acoonmiodation  far  more 
ample  than  anything  we  attempt — it  is  to 
encourage  a  spirit  of  emulation  that  the 
largest  output  is  secured  for  the  manufactory. 
Take  the  history  of  America  in  shipping.  The 
honourable  member  does  not  know  what  he 
is  talking  about.  America  has  been  the 
parent  of  the  shipping  enterprise — the  genius 
of  higher  construction  and  greater  excellence 
of  form.  They  first  came  out  with  the  beauti- 
ful schooners — Baltimore  schooners  they  were 
called. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.  — Scotchmen  built 
them. 

Mr.  MONK.— Not  the  Baltimore  schooners  ; 
I  will  come  to  that  presently.  These  schooners 
were  the  product  of  American  effort  and  skill. 
In  contradistinction  of  the  English  method- 
deep  hulls,  with  sharp  end  and  hollow  bot- 
toms—  the  Americans  went  in  the  opposite 
direction — long  hulls,  broad  beam,  and  fine 
ends  —  and  they  became  famous  for  their 
schooners.  The  next  thing  was  that  a  Scotch- 
man by  the  name  of  Steers,  fired  with  the 


spirit  of  emulation,  went  over  to  America,, 
and  the  excellence  of  his  conceptions  was* 
admitted  by  all  who  were  open  to  convic- 
tion, as  was  the  American  mind,  and  the 
result  was  those  magnificent  tea-clippers  with- 
which  they  went  into  competition  with  the 
maritime  trade  of  the  world — the  annual  com- 
petition in  the  China  tea  trade  betwixt  the  Eng- 
lish and  American  clippers,  as  also  the  packets 
that  plied  between  New  York  and  LiverpooL 
We  pass  further  on.  Sir,  and  what  was  the  next 
thing?  We  find  the  Americans  open  to  the 
reception  of  new  ideas,  and  wherever  a  hoy 
showed  talent  their  effort  was  to  arouse  in  him. 
a  spirit  of  emulation  and  to  stimulate  his  best 
exertion.  It  is  their  utmost  pride  to  stimulate 
it ;  and  we  find  that  the  Americans  before 
Gharlestown  Harbour  taught  the  principle  of 
ironclads  as  war-vessels,  thereby  furnishing 
Europe  with  an  object-lesson  which  the  Great 
Powers  hastenedito  adopt.  Then,  the  next  thing 
we  find  was  the  Alabama  destroying  the  Ameri- 
can mercantile  navy,  and,  though  it  cost  Great- 
Britain  some  millions  of  money  to  pay  for  that, 
the  lops  to  America  has  been  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  money,  for  her  commerce  passed  from 
American  into  English  vessels,  and,  as  I  have 
said,  the  Americans  have  lost  that.  This  war 
which  is  just  drawing  to  its  close  will  make  the 
Norse  blood  in  the  American  nation  throb  moro 
quickly,  and  in  a  short  time  we  shall  find  that 
tne^  have  resumed  their  maritime  power  and. 
their  proper  maritime  position  in  the  com- 
mercial world. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  Bill,  please. 

Mr.  MONK.— This  is  the  Bill,  for  all  these 
matters  are  pertinent  to  the  Bill.  I  am  show- 
ing you  what  it  was  that  helped  to  make  the 
American  nation ;  it  was  freedom  from  legisla- 
tive interference  with  their  industrial  bent; 
and  I  want  to  know  what  infiuences,  though 
subtle  and  intangible,  this  Bill  is  going  to  pro- 
duce on  the  people  of  New  Zealand  two  or  three 
generations  hence ;  and  that.  Sir,  is  the  Bill. 
The  honourable  gentlemen  who  make  these  in- 
terjections are  only  thinking  of  the  election 
that  is  going  to  take  place  next  year ;  but  I  am 
thinking  of  my  own  children  and  their  pos- 
terity, and  I  want  the  flag  of  New  Zealand  to 
wave  in  every  port,  placing  our  manufactures 
at  the  disposal  of  the  buyers  and  traders 
in  other  parts,  and  that  we  may  not  becomo- 
a  byword,  as  I  believe  will  be  the  case  if 
we  pass  this  legislation  that  is  now  being  so 

Cistently  attempted.  Well,  then.  Sir,  the  . 
curable  member  said  that  America  owed 
her  greatness,  or  something  to  that  effect,  to 
her  hickory  groves.  But  have  her  hickory- 
groves  had  anything  to  do  with  the  matchless 
tools  with  which  American  skill  furnishes  us  ?' 
Have  they  had  anything  to  do  with  the  axes, 
adzes,  and  chisels,  and  all  kinds  of  woodworking 
machines  with  which  that  country  supplies  us? 
Have  they  had  anything  to  do  with  the  iron 
rails  and  locomotives  that  the  Minister  for  Bail- 
ways  tells  us  are  so  much  cheaper  than  any  he 
can  get  from  England  ? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— They  are  only  shoddy. 

Mr.  MONK.—"  They  are  only  shoddy,"  says^ 
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the  honourable  member.  Is  that  why  they  do 
their  work  better  than  English  tools?  And 
the  same  with  ploughs  and  many  other  things. 
And,  Sir,  the  woodwork  forms  a  very  small 
part  indeed  of  the  industrial  resources  of 
America. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— Their  ploughs  are  only 
shoddy. 

Mr.  MONK.— No,  Sir,  the  ploughs  are  not 
shoddy.  The  plou^s  are  entirely  suitable 
for  that  class  of  work  which  they  are  in- 
tended to  do,  and  the  English  manufac- 
turers of  agricultural  tools  cannot  produce 
an  instrument  so  perfect  as  the  little  Planet 
grubber,  which  has  been  the  special  help 
of  the  small  farmer  and  agriculturist.  In 
the  few  minutes  that  I  have  still  left  at  my 
disposal  I  shall  endeavour  to  devote  myself 
more  closely  to  the  Bill.  I  say  I  believe  in 
unions  controlling  their  own  interests,  and  not 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  others.  I  am 
not  going  to  allow  the  confidential  position 
given  to  me  by  the  electors  of  the  constituency 
that  I  represent  to  be  abused  by  contributing 
in  any  way  to  help  on  what  I  believe  to  be 
mistaken  social  and  economic  conceptions. 
This  Bill,  I  have  no  doubt,  has  been  brought 
in  at  the  instance  of  the  unions,  the  members 
of  which  fancy  they  can  relieve  themselves  by 
the  introduction  of  a  Bill  that  will  limit  or 
control  and  narrow  the  competition  to  which 
in  our  present  civilisation,  alas,  we  are  all  sub- 

J'ected  to.  I  do  allow  this :  that  the  journeyman 
las  a  perfect  right  to  say  to  a  bioy  that  he 
will  not  teach  him.  The  master  has  a  perfect 
right  to  say  that  he  will  not  take  an  appren- 
tice. But  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  has 
a  right  to  say  he  will  not  allow  a  boy  to  acquire 
a  trade  if  that  boy  has  the  desire  to  do  so. 
Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  has  a  ri^ht  to 
exercise  any  monopoly  over  what  is  the  mdus- 
try  of  the  commonwealth,  and  belongs  equi- 
tably to  all.  One  plea  for  this  Bill  is  that 
through  it  our  youths  are  going  to  acquire  a 
higher  efficiency  in  workmanship  than  now. 
In  apprenticing  boys  to  a  trade  we  know  that 
length  of  indentureship  is  no  assurance  that 
they  will  be  advanced  at  an  equal  rate  to 
efficiency.  One  boy  will  acquire  in  eighteen 
months  that  which  it  will  take  another  boy 
five  years  to  learn.  Should  a  youth,  by  this 
Bill,  be  forbidden  the  practice  of  any  other 
trade  than  that  at  which  he  starts,  this  Bill 
wil]  not  allow  him,  if  in  after  years  he  wishes, 
to  go  out  of  the  trade  to  which  he  was  first 
bound  and  learn  another.  Then,  we  have  had 
the  experience  of  masters  and  employers  that 
it  is  not  to  the  advantage  of  boys  to  apprentice 
them.  Let  the  boy  be  perfectly  free,  not  tied 
-down  by  indentureship,  but  let  him  feel  that 
his  future  depends  entirely  upon  his  own 
efforts :  that  is  found  to  be  mutually  beneficial 
both  for  the  master  and  the  boy. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MONK.— I  mentioned  when  I  first 
spoke  about  the  inconsistency  of  educating  our 
•children  as  we  do,  no  doubt  giving  them  ex- 
panded conceptions  and  capabilities,  and  after 
doing  that  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  member 
Ur.  Monk 


of  the  House  that,  in  the  acquisition  of  a  trade, 
no  matter  what  a  boy  desires,  it  will  depend 
upon  the  dictum  of  the  Arbitration  Courts 
wnether  he  shall  be  allowed  to  follow  it.  And 
will  you  tell  me  that  the  Arbitration  Courts  are 
not  going  to  be  infinenoed  by  the  unions  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.  —  They  will  reoeive 
opinions  from  the  unions. 

Mr.  MONK.— They  will  be  guided  by  those 
opinions,  and  they  must  necessarily  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  unions,  inasmuch  as  they  will 
be  instructed  and  guided  by  them.  I  think  it 
will  be  more  equitable,  if  we  are  to  have  a  BiU 
like  this,  that  we  should  determine  beforehand 
the  different  avocations  for  which  our  youth  are 
to  be  allowed  to  train  themselves.  If  when 
they  have  been  at  one  business  for  a  time  they 
feel  a  stronger  bent  for  some  other,  it  wiU 
be  felt  as  something  like  tyranny  that  a  boy 
is  not  allowed  to  step  out  of  employment  that 
is  uncongenial  in  order  to  be  educated  in 
another  that  he  prefers  to  follow.  And  to  say 
that  the  surplus  youths  of  New  Zealand  may 
be  forced  out  upon  the  street  or  driven  to  other 
countries  where  they  may  learn  a  trade  is  a 
pure  absurdity.  Depend  upon  it,  the  highest 
aspirations  and  the  higher  purposes  of  oar 
social  and  national  life  will  be  best  secured  by 
giving  the  utmost  possible  freedom  to  every 
young  person  in  the  colony  to  follow  without 
let,  hindrance,  or  interference  that  profession 
to  which  his  natural  bent  and  inclination  takai 
him. 

ggQ  Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin).— As  the 
*  representative  of  a  country  district,  I 
am  not,  perhaps,  so  directly  interested  in  the 
Bill  before  the  House  as  some  honourable 
members  representing  the  city  and  suburban 
districts  who  have  spoken ;  but,  for  all  that, 
I  consider  this  is  an  exceedingly  important 
Bill,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  a  few  words 
in  explanation  of  the  vote  which  I  shall  record 
on  the  second  reading.  In  the  Bill  before  the 
House  there  appears  to  me  to  be  two  important 
and  primary  provisions.  One  is  that  no  youth 
shall  be  apprenticed  to  a  trade  unless  he  is 
indentured.  And,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by 
some  speakers  who  have  spoken  in  support  A 
the  Bill,  it  is  intended  that  masters  shall  be 
compelled  to  teach  their  apprentices  their 
trade,  or  that  branch  of  it  to  which  they  intend 
to  devote  their  life.  To  those  provisions  I  do 
not  think  there  can  be  many  objections.  I 
think  that,  if  the  Bill  only  stopped  there,  and 
did  not  go  any  farther,  the  Premier  would 
have  very  little  difficulty  in  getting  the  Bill 
through  the  House ;  but  it  does  not  stop  short 
at  the  clause  to  which  I  have  referred.  It 
goes  a  great  deal  further,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  other  provision  I  have  men- 
tioned is  looked  upon  by  the  supporters  of  the 
Bill  as  by  far  the  most  important  one.  The 
other  provision  is  that  in  connection  with  the 
limitation  of  the  number  of  apprentices ;  and 
in  that  particular  provision  the  Bill  at  present 
before  the  House  is  a  very  great  improvement 
on  the  Bills  of  previous  sessions,  beoaoBe  U 
does  not  fix  any  definite  limit  to  the  number 
of  apprentices  who  may  be  employed.     The 
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matter  is  left  to  the  Court  of  Arbitration.  The 
Bill  says  this  :— 

**  The  Court  of  Arbitration  shall  have  juris- 
diction to  determine  and  declare  by  award,  as 
to^  any  specified,  skilled  handicraft,  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  apprentices  that  a  man  may 
at  any  time  lawfully  take  or  employ  therein." 

How  is  the  Court  of  Arbitration  constituted  ? 
It  consists  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  one  representative  of  the  labour  unions, 
and  one  representative  of  the  masters.  Con- 
sequently the  whole  question  will  be  really 
decided  by  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Now,  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  may  be 
a  very  capable  and  able  lawyer— if  he  were  not 
both,  probably  he  would  not  occupy  that  posi- 
tion—but he  may  know  very  little  indeed  of 
industrial  matters.  Consequently,  I  am  afraid 
there  will  be  great  danger  of  serious  mistakes 
being  made.  At  all  events,  I  am  certain  of  this : 
that  in  most  cases  the  Court  will  do  what  is  in- 
tended under  the  Bill— limit  the  number  of  ap- 
prentices. The  next  question  is  this  :  What  is 
to  become  of  those  youths  who  will  be  thrown 
out  of  employment  by  this  Bill  going  into 
the  statute-book?  Because  there  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  the  effect  of  it  will  be  to  throw  a 
number  of  youths  out  of  employment.  What  is 
to  become  of  them,  and  of  those  others  who  will 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  appren- 
tices at  all  ?  without  capital  and  experience, 
without  a  trade,  they  will  become  labourers- 
hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  to  the 
artisans  and  mechanics  whom  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  import  from  other  countries.  There  is 
another  danger  in  this  Bill  becoming  law,  and 
that  is  this :  that  the  master  workmen  will 
demand  a  premium  from  the  parents  of  the 
apprentices  for  teaching  them  certain  trades. 
Tne  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
pointed  out  a  few  minutes  ago  tha  great  diffi- 
culty parents  have  in  getting  their  children 
apprenticed  at  the  present  time ;  but  if  this 
Bill  becomes  law  the  difficulty  will  be  very  much 
greater  even  than  it  is  now.  We  have  heard 
to-night  a  repetition  of  the  old  cry  to  "put 
them  upon  the  land."  That  cry  has  been 
almost  exploded.  If  our  experience  shows  us 
4bnything  in  that  direction  it  shows  that  without 
experience  and  capital  it  is  impossible  for  a 
settler  to  succeed,  and  that  nothing  but  failure 
can  await  him.  The  time  has  come  when  it  is 
as  difficult  to  learn  the  business  of  a  farmer  as 
it  is  for  an  engineer  or  a  watchmaker  to  ao- 
•quire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  either  of  those 
trades.  We  have  had  some  very  interesting 
speeches  in  this  debate,  but  yet  the  Bill 
seemed  to  me  to  receive  a  very  half-hearted 
support.  Hardly  a  single  member,  with  the 
exception  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham,  had  the  courage  to  say  a  word 
in  support  of  it.  As  I  have  said,  we  have  had 
some  very  interesting  speeches.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  this  after- 
noon told  us  a  great  deal  about  the  industrial 
supremacy  of  England  and  America.  But  have 
'either  of  those  countries  got  a  Master  and 
Apprentice  Act  ?  Do  either  of  those  countries 
flimit  the  number  of  apprentices  in  a  trade  ? 


Nothing  of  the  sort.  So  that  the  only  con* 
elusion  to  be  drawn  is  this :  that  if  we  are 
to  succeed  in  a  small  way  in  industrial 
matters  we  must  follow  the  example  of  those 
countries  and  keep  these  Master  and  Ap« 
prentice  Acts  at  a  distance,  and  leave  the 
limitation  of  apprentices  severely  alone.  Al- 
though this  Bill  IS  a  great  improvement  on  the 
Bill  of  last  session,  there  is  still,  even  now, 
plenty  of  room  for  improvement.  The  Premier 
and  those  members  who  support  this  class  of 
Bill  are  very  fond  of  telling  us  of  what  they 
have  done  for  the  workers,  and  how  they  have 
improved  the  condition  of  the  wage- earners ; 
but  I  believe  this— and  I  think  I  am  right : 
that  the  result  of  the  harassing  provisions  in 
this  Bill,  and  in  most  of  the  labour  Bills 
which  come  before  this  House,  and  some  of 
which  have  been  placed  upon  the  statute-book 
— has  been  to  actually  lessen  the  demand  for 
labour,  and  make  the  condition  of  the  workers 
very  much  worse  than  it  was  before.  I  need 
hardly  say  that  I  intend  to  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SLIGO  (Dunedin  City).— Believing  the 
introduction  of  this  measure  is  meant  for  the 
good  of  the  community,  one  feeln  some  hesita- 
tion in  speaking  of  it  adversely  ;  but,  whatever 
a  man*s  intentions  may  be,  we  ought  to  con- 
sider what  are  likely  to  be  the  results  of  his 
proposals.  Now,  the  first  result  of  this  mea- 
sure would  be  to  turn  hosts  of  our  boys  and 
girls  into  the  streets,  unless  this  happens :  that 
the  Arbitration  Court  interprets  tne  meaning 
of  what  are  skilled  handicrafts  in  a  very  much 
narrower  sense  than  1  would  be  likely  to  expect. 
Unless  that  happens,  the  moment  this  measure 
passes  thousands  of  our  boys  and  girls  must 
leave  the  situations  and  oc<Mipations  they 
are  now  engaged  in.  The  Premier,  in  intro- 
ducing this  measure,  spoke  of  the  boys  being 
turned  by  this  legislation  into  the  streets, 
and  then,  again,  of  these  boys  turning  their 
parents  into  the  streets,  and  so  on.  I 
cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see  why  the  appren- 
ticing of  boys  by  deed  under  this  or  any  other 
Act  will  seriously  affect  the  community  in  that 
direction  if  the  Premier's  after-contention  be 
correct ;  for  the  Premier  a  little  later  on  went  on 
to  argue  in  this  direction :  he  contended  that 
the  Bill  would  not  restrict  the  number  of  boya 
employed.  Bet  he  began  by  advocating  that  it 
was  necessary  to  restrict  boy-labour  in  order  to 
give  employment  to  the  parents,  and  then  he 
went  on  to  argue  that  the  Bill,  if  passed,  would 
not  effect  this  purpose.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  reconcile  those  two  arguments.  A  great  deal 
has  been  said  about  apprenticeship  in  the  Old 
Country  ;  and  the  Premier  was  specially  strong 
on  that  point,  that  the  apprenticeship  in  the 
Old  Country  was  responsible  for  turning  out  the 
very  excellent  and  superior  tradesmen  which 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  are.  It  is  a  very 
long  time  ago,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  since  I 
served  a  seven  -  years'  apprenticeship,  and 
apprenticeship  at  that  time  and  down  to  a 
much  later  date,  I  have  no  doubc,  was  the  rule, 
but  was  not,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the  honour- . 
able  member  for  the  Taieri,  ^he  compulsory 
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rale.  It  was  not  compulsory  under  any  law ; 
it  was  compulsory  in  this  sense  :  that  no  master 
— after  fair  trial — would  keep  a  lad  at  that 
time  unless  he  became  apprenticed.  But,  Sir, 
the  condition  of  things  in  the  Old  Oountry  is 
largely  changed  from  what  it  was  then.  An 
honourable  gentleman  alluded  to-night  to 
apprenticeship  as  being  a  relic  of  the  feudal 
system,  fhid  apparently  it  is  growing  upon  civil- 
ised communities  the  world  over  that  that  is 
the  case..  At  all  events,  not  in  the  colonies  only 
is  it  the  case  that  apprenticeships  are  very 
much  less  frequently  entered  on  than  they 
were  in  the  past.  I  acknowledge  that  there 
are  evils  to  oe  cured,  but  a  conclusion  as  to 
whether  this  Bill  will  cure  them  or  not  will 
depend  upon  the  attitude  of  the  various  indi- 
vidual minds  considering  the  problem.  I  think 
it  will  not.  We  all  admit  there  are  very  great 
evils  in  connection  with  the  dressmaking  and 
millinery  establishments.  I  know,  myself,  that 
girls  are  employed  there  for  a  period,  generally, 
of  twelve  months,  and  are  turned  off  whenever 
they  begin  to  want  wages.  That  has  been  the 
case,  and,  I  suppose,  now  it  is  very  frequently 
the  case ;  but  that  matter  has  been  dealt  with 
by  various  speakers,  and  it  has  been  shown  to 
be  to  a  large  extent  owing  to  the  desire  of  ap- 
parently well- off  people  to  get  their  children 
some  education  in  these  particular  branches. 
Still,  Sir,  I  believe  and  acknowledge  that  the 
stress  of  want  of  employment  amongst  girls 
causes  the  evils  in  this  connection  to  some 
very  considerable  extent.  The  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  was  very  strong  upon 
the  point  that  our  boys  are  not  taught  their 
trades.  Now,  Sir,  I  deny  that.  I  believe  there 
are  in  this  polony,  as  in  all  communities, 
numbers  of  uuEcrupulous  employers  who  do 
take  advantage  of  boys,  and  who  keep  them 
doing  paltry  things  for  an  undue  length  of 
time;  but  among  aJl  reputable  firms  in  the 
colony  in  all  trades  I  contend  the  practical 
trade  education  of  our  youths  is  good— nay, 
not  only  good,  but  first-class.  He  said 
that  when  lads  went  from  here  to  the  Old 
Oountry  they  declared  they  found  themselves 
lost.  His  experience  is  entirely  opposed  to 
mine.  My  experience — and  I  have  known  a 
very  great  number  of  our  lads  trained  in  the 
colony  who  have  gone  Home — tradesmen  of 
various  kinds,  engineers,  carpenters,  saddlers. 
These  I  recollect  distinctly — more  I  cannot 
recollect  at  present — and  in  every  instance  they 
came  back  and  reported,  or  wrote  back  from 
the  Old  Country,  that  they  found  themselves 
equal  to  stand  alongside  any  workmen  in  the 
Old  Country.  Engineers'  apprentices,  going 
from  this  colony,  will  toll  you  this:  that 
amongst  the  complicated  machinery  and  im- 
mense machines  o!  the  Old  Country  they  may 
stand  astounded  at  first — they  may  even  scarce 
know  their  use,  perhaps,  for  a  time ;  but  that 
their  hands  were  not  as  well  trained  and  their 
brains  as  highly  educated  as  those  of  any  ap- 
prentice  in  the  Old  Country  I  utterly  deny. 
All  the  information  I  have  got  in  this  direc- 
ticn  is  in  direct  contradistinction  to  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
Mr.  aUgo 


her  for  Caversham.  It  is  a  very  great  pity^ 
Sir,  that  in  debating  a  Bill  of  this  kind  so* 
much  spirit  exciting  to  a  hostile  attitude  a» 
between  employer  and  employed  should  be 
introduced.  That  note  rang  very  strongly 
through  the  speeches  of  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  and  the  honourable  member  for* 
Caversham— I  am  happy  to  say  not  to  any 
extent  through  any  other  speeches  delivered  in 
connection  with  this  question — and  I  think  it 
is  a  lamentable  pity  that  it  should  be  so ;  that 
honourable  gentlemen  should  conclude  that 
the  only  way  to  serve  the  employed  is  to  abuse 
and  condemn  the  employer,  and  profess  that 
the  employer  is  always  watching  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  those  who  are  in  his  employment. 
Sir,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that 
there  is  but  a  very,  very  small  percentage 
of  the  employers  in  this  colony  who  hold 
any  such  opinions  or  act  in  any  such  manner. 
As  to  the  training  of  apprentices,  I  have  found 
this  out  in  a  very  considerable  number  of  in- 
stances :  that  it  is  not  the  masters  who  abstain 
from  teaching  their  apprentices  their  trade  in 
a  proper  way,  but  the  journeymen  they  employ 
do  it  in  very  many  instances.  I  coiUd  name 
at  this  moment,  at  all  events,  two  masters  in 
Dunedin,  men  of  very  long  standing  in  their 
respective  trades,  who  have  discharged  journey-^ 
men  because  they  would  not  properly  train  the 
apprentices  put  under  them;  and  I  believe 
that  is  the  case  not  only  in  Dunedin  but  in 
other  cities  in  the  colony.  The  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  was  somewhat  severe- 
on  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Wairarapa  because  he  dealt  with  one  trade 
particularly. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  spoke  in  front  of  the- 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa.  How 
could  I  be  severe  on  him? 

Mr.  SLTGO — I  do  not  for  a  moment  denj 
that — I  am  admitting  that  you  did  so;  but 
while  he  was  speaking  here  you  were  sitting 
there  and  interjecting. remarks.  And  I  am  go- 
ing to  show  how  futile — to  put  it  in  that  way— 
your  arguments  were  as  applied  to  him.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  was  dealing 
with,  one  trade,  and  pointing  out  the  effect  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  would  have  on  that  parti- 
cular trade,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  interjected,  '*That  is  only  one 
trade,  and  it  is  hardly  worth  while  speakiog 
so  strongly  in  respect  to  one  trade.  Why  not 
deal  with  the  matter  generally  ?  "  TjTow,  Sir,  I 
contend  that  an  honourable  gentleman,  who 
knows  something  about  one  trade,  and  knowi 
it.well,  and  speaks  effectively  in  respect  to  that- 
one  trade,  and  deals  effectually  with  it,  is  doing 
more  good  in  an  argument  of  this  kind  than 
another  honourable  gentleman  who  deals  only 
in  large  generalities,  and  gives  you  no  examples 
of  what  he  is  talking  about.  Sir,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  the  other  day  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  difierence  between  the  cost  of 
manufacturing  locomotives  here  and  their 
price  in  England  and  in  America.  The  Hon* 
the  Minister  for  Railways  stated  that  the 
difference  against  the  local  manufacture  waa 
between  £850  and  up  to  near  £2,000.    That  haa 
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resulted  from  what  is  Attempted  to  be  etopped 
by  this  Bill;  that  has  resulted,  as  has  been 
pointed  out,  from  the  speoialisation  of  labour 
and  machinery  in  Britain  and  America.  Now, 
one  strong  argument  of  the  Premier  in  intro- 
ducing this  measure  was  that  boys  must  be 
taught  all  the  branches  of  their  trade.  Such  a 
thinff  has  absolutely  become  impracticable ;  and 
all  the  laws  in  creation — all  the  laws  the  Par- 
liament of  New  Zealand  passes,  at  all  events 
— ^will  never  accomplish  the  purpose  which  tbe 
Premier  set  oat  as  one  of  the  main  objects  for 
the  introduction  of  this  Bill.  Sir,  tradesmen 
going  to  America  from  Great  Britain,  I  have 
heard,  have  practically  to  begin  a  fresh  appren- 
ticeship when  they  go  there.  Manufacture  is 
BO  specialised  ;  they  will  have  no  one  but  those 
who  deal  with  one  matter,  and  often  one  little 
matter  only.  I  have  heard  that  a  butcher  going 
from  England  would  be  considered  worth  nothing 
in  the  United  States  of  America  until  he  was 
there  some  time.  He  would  have  to  stand  from 
morning  to  night,  day  after  day  and  year  after 
ear,  hatchet  in  hand,  doing  the  one  thing  only 
—dissevering  sheep  or  cattle  perhaps.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
J.  Hutcheson)  admitted  that  our  engineers  can 
hold  their  own  against  the  world  if  well  trained. 
Well,  Sir,  I  maintain,  so  far  as  my  experience 
of  our  engineering- shops  goes — and  it  is  a  pro- 
fession which  is  in  the  very  van  of  our  indus- 
tries— our  apprentices  are  well  trained. 

An  Hon.  Ii^smbeb. — Some  of  them. 

Mr.  SLIGO.— The  larger  part  of  them,  so  far 
as  I  know  them.  Allusion  was  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Waikouaiti  to  two 
firms  in  Port  Chalmers,  and  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  remarks  he  made.  The  appreotioes 
turned  out  by  these  firms  are  a  credit  to 
themselves  and  a  credit  to  the  firms  who 
carried  out  their  training ;  but  will  the 
honourable  gentleman  induce  me  to  believe — 
because  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  case — that 
these  firms  will  approve  of  this  Bill  ?  I  think 
hot.  It  is  my  belief  that  these  firms,  knowing 
when  they  have  a  good  lad  in  their  employ- 
ment, need  no  apprenticeship  indentures  either 
to  retain  the  lad  or  teach  him  his  trade.  On  the 
other  hand,  after  a  fair  trial,  extending  over, 
probably,  a  longer  period  than  is  provided  in 
this  Bill,  the  lasy  or  incapable  youth  will,  no 
doubt,  be  sent  packing;  at  any  rate,  after  a 
fair  time  has  elapsed,  to  enable  them  to  form 
an  opinion  of  a  boy's  ability  and  industry,  if 
thev  do  retain  him,  they  will  do  thoroughly 
well  by  him.  But  such  firms  will,  I  believe, 
object  to  a  Bill  of  this  kind  being  passed 
through  Parliament,  in  so  far  as  their  indus- 
tries are  ooncemed.r  Then,  again,  Sir,  I  have 
heard  a  number  of  employers  say  that  if  this 
Bill  is  passed  it  certainly  will,  as  far  as  they 
are  oonoerned,  produce  this  effect :  that  they 
will  do  with  as  few  apprentices  as  they  pos- 
sibly can ;  that  they  see  nothing  but— I  incline 
to  put  it  very  strongly,  and  to  say — torment 
and  irritation  in  connection  with  this  mea- 
sure. And,  Sir,  when  one  looks  at  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill  in  connection  with  the 
Ooort  of  Arbitration,  and  all  the  complexities 

yoikOiL-«k 


that  are  involved  therein,  I  think  one  need  not 
be  surprised  if  employers  will  look  upon  the 
passing  of  this  measure  with  some  degree  of 
dread.  That,  I  think,  will  be  emphatically  the 
case.  Why,  Sir,  the  very  first  subsection  of 
this  17th  clause  is  that,  **  As  to  any  specified 
trade,  manufacture,  art,  occupation,  or  calling, 
or  any  branch  thereof,  whether  the  same  is 
or  is  not  a  skilled  handicraft,"  the  Court  of 
Arbitration  will  have  to  decide.  I  perceive 
such  an  amount  of  litigation,  shall  I  say — at 
all  events,  such  an  amount  of  work— for  the 
Court  of  Arbitration  in  that  connection  alone 
that  I  should  imagine  the  country  will  have  to 
bear  very  large-expense  in  keeping  the  Arbitra- 
tion Court  sitting  to  decide  such  matters. 
There  are  scores  of  employments  in  the 
country  now  that  were  one  put  to  it— even 
one  fairly  well  versed  in  our  arts,  manufac- 
tures, fiknd  industries  —  he  would  find  it  very 
difficult  to*  decide  whether  they  are  skilled 
handicrafts  or  unskilled  employments.  And 
in  that  connection  alone,  I  say  again,  our 
Courts  will  have  a  great  difficulty  to  deal 
with.  Sir,  I  regret  to  have  spoken  in  the  way 
in  which  I  have  done  on  this  measure,  because 
I  think  that  I  can  claim— and  I  believe  it  can 
be  claimed  by  a  large  majority  of  this  House — 
that,  whether  they  vote  for  or  against  this  Bill, 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  men  will  be  endea- 
vouring to  do  what  they  believe  ^o  be  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  employed  and  employers. 
But  we  will  differ  as  to  what  ought  to  be  done ; 
and  I  am  afraid,  Sir,  that  this  is  a  measure 
which  will  not  do  good  to  the  employed  of  this 
country.  I  fear  tnat  a  large  number  of  parents 
throughout  the  colony,  let  what  will  be  said  in 
that  connection,  are  opposed  to  this  measure 
rather  than  in  favour  of  it.  It  has  been  pointed 
to  to-night  that  we  hear  in  this  House  the  voice, 
not  of  &e  parents  of  the  country  as  a  whole, 
but  the  voice  of  a  few  parents  who  are  leaders  in 
connection  with  trades-unionism  in  the  coun- 
try. That  is  the  voice  we  hear  in  support  of 
this  particular  measure.  So  far  as  my  own  ex- 
perience goes,  I  have  generally  heard — not  from 
employers,  I  am  not  s^luding  to  them  now ;  not 
from  employers  alone,  but  from  parents  who 
have  put  their  children  out  to  trades,  or  who 
desire  to  do  so ;  parents  who  are  themselves  the 
servants  of  others ;  parents  who  are  tradesmen 
and  working-people  in  the  colony — I  have  heard 
this  Bill  generally  condemned  rather  than  ap- 
proved. I  am  sorry  that  with  the  possibility  of 
its  passing  it  should  be  so,  but  one  can  only  say 
what  is  one's  experience,  and  what  one  has  been 
led  to  believe.  Should  this  Bill  go  into  Com- 
mittee, I  hope,  at  all  Qvente,  that  some  of  the 
restrictions  of  a  more  objectionable  character 
contained  in  the  measure  will  be  modified, 
and  that  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  in 
consideration  for  the  employed.  I  trust,  Sir, 
that  it  will  be  readily  believed  that  my 
sympfbthies  are  more  with  the  employed  than 
with  the  employers,  and  for  this  reason ;  thai 
the  employer,  as  a  rule,  is  in  a  better  position 
than  is  the  employed  to  dictate  his  own  terms, 
and  therefore  for  that  reason  alone  my  sym- 
pathies are  more  with  the  employed  than  with 
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the  employers.  But  I  repeat  what  I  have  said 
in  a  similar  strain  before :  that  it  is  not  by 
abasing  the  employer  or  regarding  him  as  the 
sworn  enemy  of  the  men  he  emplovs  that  good 
can  be  done  in  thiR  or  any  other  direction,  and 
that  particular  course  of  conduct  will  go  a  very 
long  way  towards  injuring  those  whom  some 
members  of  this  House  profess  their  desire  to 
serve— will  injure  rather  than  benefit.  I  trust 
that  the  Bill,  in  Committee,  if  it  pass  the  second 
reading,  as  I  suppose  it  will,  will  be  modified  in 
some  most  important  particulars,  and  I  trust  a 
way  will  be  found  to  greatly  modify  the  pro- 
visions in  respect  to  the  Arbitration  Court  and 
its  doings,  and  to  fix  the  matter  up  in  a  more 
definite  way  than  it  is  in  the  Bill  at  present, 
and  not  leave  it  open,  as  it  does  leave  it  open 
now,  to  grave  doubt  as  to  what  may  result  from 
the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Master ton). —Sir,  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  last  speaker,  although  he  has  com- 
mented adversely  on  this  Bill,  has  merely 
given  us  bis  sincere  convictions,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  those  convictions  are  the  result  of  very 
wide  experience.  I  dare  say  there  are  few 
members  of  this  House  more  competent  to 
deal  with  a  question  of  this  kind  than  the 
representative  of  Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Sligo,  and 
although  I  may  differ  with  him  with  regard  to 
the  merits  of  the  Bill,  at  the  same  time  I  must 
say  this :  He  has  expressed  his  views  very  tem- 
perately, and  I  am  satisfied  his  endeavour  is  to 
solve  what  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  problem. 
No  measure  in  the  past,  I  think,  has  been  more 
warmly  debated  in  this  House  tban  this  ques- 
tion of  masters  and  apprentices.  We  biow 
very  well,  and  it  is  only  natural,  that  em- 
ployers and  their  friends,  as  a  rule,  resent 
innovations.  They  do  not  like  interference; 
they  have  not  been  accustomed  to  it,  and 
the  various  labour  measures  that  have  been 
introduced  into  this  House  during  the  last 
seven  or  eight  years  have  undoubtedly  been 
productive  of  a  great  deal  of  friction,  not 
merely  in  Parliament,  but  throughout  the 
country.  To  interfere  between  an  employer 
and  his  servants,  and  especially  between  an 
employer  of  boys  and  girls  whose  labour  ho 
procures  at  a  very  reasonable  rate,  is  almost 
as  dangerous  a  task  as  to  interfere  between  a 
man  and  his  wife.  It  is  something  like  throw- 
ing cold  water  on  molten  metal — you  are 
bound  to  produce  a  very  serious  explosion. 
And,  seeing  that  is  the  case,  I  must  congratu- 
late the  Gk>vemment  on  theiroourage  in  having 
persisted  with  this  measure.  We  have  been 
engaged  for  years  in  this  House  endeavouring 
to  regulate  the  condijbions  of  labour.  We 
have  passed  a  number  of  measures  that  have 
been  very  warmly  contested — that,  we  were 
told,  would  prove  to  be  very  disastrous  in 
the  industrial  arena — for  what  object?  Some 
of  those  measures  have  been  in  the  interests 
of   the   health    and    safety  of    the  en^ploy^s. 

.^^     Take,  for  instance,  the  Factories  Act. 

lu.u.  fj^^^^  ^Yxe  Employers*  Liability  Act; 
and  then  take  such  a  measure— and  an  ex- 
ceedingly useful  measure— as  the  Workmen's 
Wages  Act,  or  the  Truck  Act.  These  Acts  were 
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all  resented.  They  were  pcodaotive  of  very 
animated  discussions  in  the  House.  We  had 
members  here  very  strongly  opposed  to  them, 
and  here  and  throughout  the  country  there  was 
declamation  of  the  strongest  character  fr<nn 
the  platform  and  the  Press.  We  were  told  that 
the  Bills  we  were  passing  were  interfering 
unduly  with  labour,  and  would  be  the  means 
of  doing  immense  injury  to  our  industries. 
But,  Sir,  what  have  we  seen  ?  The  employers 
of  New  Zealand  are  now  reoonciled  to  them, 
and  we  find  a  greater  amount  of  harmony 
existing  in  their  workshops  than  ever  befors 
existed,  because  the  conditions  of  labour  have 
been  improved.  I  think,  Sir,  it  will  not  be 
denied  by  the  employers  themselves  that  that 
vs  so.  1  have  no  doubt  they  will  honestly 
admit  that,  on  the  whole,  those  very  measures 
from  which  so  much  evil  was  predicted  have 
proved  highly  beneficial.  Now,  Sir,  with 
regard  to  this  particular  measure,  what  we 
have  to  consider  is  this :  Is  the  measure  neces- 
sary ?  Is  it  desirable  ?  Is  the  oolony  ripe  for 
it,  or  is  it  premature  ?  Are  there  abuses  exist- 
ing now  that  it  is  likely  to  correct  ?  What  are 
its  objects?  Well,  having  glanced  through  it 
—and  we  have  dealt  with  a  similar  measuie 
before;  we  had  this  measure  in  a  somewhat 
different  form  before  the  House  last  session— I 
observe  that  one  of  its  chief  objects  seems  to  be 
to  secure  fair- play  for  our  boys  and  out  girls, 
by  insuring  that  the  workshop  will  also  be  an 
academy  or  technical  school.  The  employer, 
under  this  measure,  is  brought  face  to  face  with 
his  responsibilities.  He  is  told  that  he  must  do 
his  dutv  to  these  young  people — that  he  must 
teaoh  them  the  trade  on  which  they  are  en- 
gsged.  He  may  not  be  able  to  make  them 
thoroughly  competent  in  every  branch  of  alazge 
business.  That  may  be,  as  has  been  pointed 
out  by  the  last  speaker,  quite  impossible; 
but,  notwithstanding  that,  he  is  oalled  upon 
to  make  them  artisans.  He  is  required  to 
teach  them  and  to  bring  them  up  to  this 
standard :  that  they  will  be  able  to  undertake 
the  duties  of  skilled  artisans  who  oan  earn  the 
means  of  support  for  their  wives  and  fobmilies. 
That  is  the  great  object.  Now,  we  know  very 
well  that  inferior  artisans  are  almost  useless. 
It  is  undesirable  that  our  young  people  shoiHd 
have  any  handicaps.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
highly  desirable  that  they  should  receive  the 
same  fair  treatment  in  the  workshops  that 
they  receive  at  the  public  school.  They  are 
entitled  to  that.  I  had  an  opportunity  some 
years  ago  of  investigating  what  was  going 
on  in  our  Government  Printing  Office,  and,  in 
the  course  of  an  inquiry  conducted  by  a  Com- 
mission on  which  I  had  a  seat,  what  did  we 
discover?  We  found  that  in  some  of  the  de- 
partments in  the  (Government  Printing  Office 
there  were  hands  who  were  earning  boys'  wages 
retained  until  they  reached  manhood  without 
being  taught  the  rudiments  of  their  business. 
They  were  there  with  skilled  persons  around 
them  working  machines  that  these  **bov8" 
were  not  allowed  to  practise  on,  and  when  tney 
became  twenty- four  or  twenty-five  years  of  age 
the  overseer  said  they  were  too  old  to  learn 
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their  trade.  The  youths  had  arrived  afc  the 
time  when  they  should  be  earning  men's 
wages,  and  they  were  told  that  they  must  con- 
tinue to  receive  bo3r8'  wages  or  go.  That  was 
under  the  very  eyes  of  the  Goyemment  in  their 
own  printingo£fioe,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  it 
•does  not  occur  at  the  present  time.  That  was 
only  two  or  three  years  ago.  Here,  in  Welling- 
ton, men  of  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  were 
eimply  getting  the  wages  of  boys.  They  had 
spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lifetime  in  an 
-office  where  it  was  not  intended  to  teach  them 
anything  by  means  of  whioh  they  might  as 
men  earn  a  livelihood.  That  happened  in  the 
Oovemment  Printing  Office.  Well,  Sir,  an- 
other thing  this  Act  is  intended  to  do  is  to 
establish  a  fair  proportion  between  the  wages 
of  journeymen  and  apprentices.  It  is  very 
likely  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  diffi- 
culty about  that;  but  it  is  surely  unfair 
that  apprentices  should  be  required  to  give 
labour  away  that  is  of  considerable  value  to 
the  employers  without  being  fairly  paid  for  it. 
This  abuse  offers  an  incentive  at  once  to  em- 
ployers, whioh  employers  are  bound  to  take 
advantage  of,  to  supersede  adult  labour  by  boy 
or  girl  labour.  We  know  that  here  in  Wel- 
lington, in  the  very  centre  of  New  Zealand, 
and  elsewhere,  there  are  firms  that  employ  a 
large  number  of  girls  from  one  year's  end  to 
another  without  payment.  I  contend  that  is 
manifestly  unfair  on  the  part  of  those  who  take 
advantage  of  these  girls'  oircumstances.  It  is, 
I  think,  high  time  that  this  practice  was  put 
a  stop  to.  Some  of  our  leaiding  drapers,  it 
is  said,  have  scores  of  girls  regularly  attend- 
ing their  warehouses  and  prosecuting  work 
that  is  turning  them  in  money,  and  they  are 
not  paying  a  solitary  cent  for  those  services. 
Where  is  the  quid  pro  quo,  as  the  saying 
is?  I  think  it  is  but  fair  that  we  should 
endeavour  by  legislation  to  protect  these  young 
people  who  are  now  unable  to  protect  them- 
selves, and  to  insist  that  they  should  be  fairly 
treated  and  fairly  paid  for  their  labour.  Then 
the  question  arises.  What  in  future  is  to  be  the 
proportion  of  apprentices  to  journeymen  ?  The 
object  of  providing  for  that  naturally  is  to  pro- 
tect the  adult  worker.  The  adult  worker  is 
•constantly  liable  to  be  crushed  out  by  cheap 
juvenile  labour.  That  is  not  at  all  a  desirable 
state  of  things,  because  if  the  breadwinner  of 
the  family  Is  unfairly  treated  the  whole  family 
mtist  suffer.  It  is  not  desirable  that  adult 
labour  should  be  menaced  and  depreciated  by 
juvenile  labour  constantly  superseding  it.  We 
have  had  many  illustrations  of  that  in  this 
oolony.  It  is  one  of  the  dangerous  abuses  that 
is  to  be  found  especially  in  young  countries. 
It  prevails,  I  believe,  in  proportion  to  our  popu- 
lation to  a  much  greater  extent  in  New  Zealand 
than  in  older  countries,  such  as  Great  Britain. 
In  this  country  we  have  a  very  large  population 
of  young  people,  and  it  is  owing  to  the  large 
proportion  of  juveniles  as  compared  with  the 
nmnber  of  our  adults  that  this  evil  is  felt  very 
severely  in  many  localities.  But  it  is  also 
neoetsary  that  we  should  exercise  a  great  deal 
of  oaation,  and  I  agree  with  those  members 


who  have  urged  that  view.  We  do  not  want 
to  discourage  the  employment  in  a  legitimate 
way  of  juvenile  labour.  It  is  only  right  that 
we  should  see  that  the  employer  is  fairly 
treated;  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  most  un- 
desirable thing  if  we  did  any  injury  to  our 
boys  and  girls  in  the  way  of  preventing  them 
from  obtaining  a  fair  amount  of  employment. 
One  of  the  first  things  we  should  endeavour  to 
do  is  to  secure  for  our  boys  and  girls,  when 
they  leave  school,  an  opening  for  employment 
in  some  capacity  or  other.  That  is  undoubtedly 
a  duty  imposed  on  the  State.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  fair  field  for 
our  boys  and  girls,  but  at  the  same  time,  if 
they  are  to  be  employed,  they  should  be  f&lrly 
treated  by  receiving  a  fair  wage  for  their  work ; 
and  they  ought  to  be  taught  a  trade,  or,  at 
least,  they  ought  to  be  made  efficient,  by  their 
employers.  The  employer  should  recognise  the 
responsibility  of  the  situation.  Looking  at  the 
Bill  on  the  whole,  I  think  it  is  one  that,  while 
it  may  be  amended  in  Committee,  it  is  very 
desirable  should  be  passed.  I  have  had  com- 
munications with  employers  in  the  country 
stating  that  if  the  Bill  is  passed  they  will  have 
to  introduce  machinery  and  dispense  with  boy- 
labour  altogether,  but  I  think  we  should  not  be 
influenced  materially  by  the  like  of  that.  The 
fact  is  that  if  at  any  time  employers  are  able 
to  profitably  supersede  boy  or  manual  labour 
by  machinery  they  will  probably  do  it  without 
much  regard  to  the  workers.  We  should  en- 
deavour to  protect  our  workers  as  far  as  we 
can,  and  while  I  would  be  very  sorry  to  see, 
either  at  the  instigation  of  trades-unions  or 
industrial  s^ssociations,  anything  done  that 
would  interfere  with  the  employment  of  our 
boys  and  girls,  I  consider  it  necessary  for  their 
protection  that  we  should  have  a  Bill  of  this 
character  passed  into  law. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Ohristohurch  Oity).— Sir,  many 
of  the  statements  that  have  been  made,  and 
many  of  the  arguments  that  have  been  ad- 
vanced, both  fn  favour  of  and  against  the 
measure,  appear  to  me  to  be  like  the  Bill  itself 
— to  a  very  large  extent  so  much  surplusage. 
The  Bill,  as  a  recent  experience  has  shown  us, 
although  it  consists  of  some  twenty- three 
clauses,  has  in  reality  only -one  clause;  all  the 
remainder  of  the  clauses  are  simply  so  much 
surplusage,  because  they  do  not,  if  passed  into 
law,  alter  the  present  position  of  affairs  in  anv 
material  degree.  To  that  extent,  then,  much 
that  has  been  said  about  the  Bill  has  been 
wide  of  the  mark,  although  no  doubt  we  have 
listened  to  some  interesting  speeches  on  an 
interesting  subject.  Wide  of  the  mark,  how- 
ever, as  these  arguments  may  have  been,  they 
have  no  doubt  had  their  effect,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  replied  to.  The  reasons 
advanced  for  introducing  this  Bill  are  two: 
that  we  have  too  much  **  boy  "  in  our  factories, 
and  that  the  boys  are  not  being  taught  their 
trade.  I  think  those  are  the  reasons  urged  by 
the  Premier,  and  those  who,  with  him,  sup- 
ported the  Bill.  As  to  the  question  of  having 
too  much  **  boy,"  I  think  that  before  we  un- 
reservedly accept  that  statement  we  should 
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oonsider  what  would  be  the  effect  of  leBseoing 
the  amount  of  "  boy "  in  oar  factories.  It 
would  mean  that  a  good  deal  of  the  work  now 
done  by  boys  would  have  to  be  done  by  men, 
and  those  men  would  have  to  work  at  wages 
very  closely  approximating  those  now  earned 
by  the  boys.  If  that  would  not  occur,  we 
should  have  to  Import  the  articles  now  made  by 
these  boys,  or,  in  the  third  alternative,  we  should 
have  to  increase  the  price  of  the  manufactured 
article  to  the  consumer,  which  could  only  be 
done  by  increasing  the  protection  the  article 
now  enjoys  under  the  Customs  tariff.  In  a 
good  many  instances,  then,  that  would  inevi- 
tably be  Uie  result  of  decreasing  the  number 
of  boys.  We  are  told,  too,  that  the  boys  are 
not  taught,  and  in  the  same  voice  that  Whole 
footories  are  run  by  boys,  boys  who  know 
nothing.  The  honourable  member  for  Oaver- 
sham  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  skilled  workman  in  New  Zea- 
land who  had  been  taught  here.  That  may  be 
true  of  the  part  of  the  colony  from  which  he 
himself  comes,  but  it  is  not  true  of  other  parts 
of  the  colony.  Warming  to  his  work,  the 
honourable  member  went  on  to  say  that  it 
would  be  hard  to  find  a  skilled  workman  in 
America,  but  that  all  the  skilled  workmen  in 
America  came  from  Scotland,  that  country  to 
which  we  are  indebted  for  the  honourable  mem- 
ber himself.  But,  so  far  as  the  statement  is 
concerned,  that  the  boys  are  not  being  taught 
their  trade,  I  do  not  think  we  should  accept 
that  on  the  mere  ipse  dixit  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Gaversham.  I  can  quote  the 
case  of  a  boot  -  factory  which  employs  a 
large  number  of  hands,  the  owner  of  which 
told  me  himself  that  for  a  number  of  years 
— seven  or  ten — he  had  not  filled  a  single 
vacancy  among  his  journeymen  from  the  out- 
side —  that  whenever  vacancies  occurred  he 
filled  them  with  boys  whom  he  had  trained 
in  his  establishment.  He  told  me,  too,  that 
although  not  all  the  foremen  of  his  depart- 
ments had  been  trained  in  his  establish- 
ment some  of  them  had,  and  that  if  all  the 
positions  of  foremen  were  to  become  vacant 
he  would  have  no  hesitation  in  filling  them 
from  the  ranks  of  those  who  had  learned  the 
trade  in  his  faotCry.  That  is  an  answer,  I 
think,  to  the  statement  that  all  our  boys  are 
not  being  taught  a  trade.  During  the  last  few 
months  we  have  had  an  industrial  dispute  of 
some  importance  in  the  colony — the  engineer- 
ing dispute,  which  was  brought  before  the 
Arbitration  Court.  The  question  of  appren- 
tices was  in  dispute  on  that  occasion.  In 
giving  his  judgment  the  President  of  the  Court 
said,  '*  Up  to  the  present  time  the  number  of 
apprentices  had  not  been  limited,  but  the  trade 
had  not  become  overmanned,  nor  was  there  any 
suggestion  that  it  was  overmanned."  In  fact, 
we  have  been  told  by  the  Premier  himself  that 
when  skilled  workmen  are  wanted  it  is  neces- 
sary to  send  to  Australia  for  them.  He  pro- 
ceeded : — 

"The  reason  was  that  engineers  were  re- 
quired in  many  other  walks   of  life  besides 
engineering  shops.     These  shops  were  neces- 
Mr.LewiB 


sarily  the  training-grounds  for  all  these  engi- 
neers, and  the  result  had  been  that  all  the 
lads  who  had  served  their  apprenticeship  in 
Ghristchurch,  and  had  learned  their  trade, 
had  no  difficulty  in  finding  employment.  The 
second  ground  equally  fcdled.    It  bad  been 

E roved  beyond  a  aoubt  that  engineers  trained 
1  Christchurch  shops  had  been  able  to  hold 
their  own  with  engineers  trained  in  Qreat 
Britain  and  elsewhere,  and  that  many  of  them 
had  done  remarkably  well." 

That  is  the  finding  in  respect  to  the  engineer- 
ing trade  by  the  very  Court  of  Arbitration  which 
is  to  be  the  standing  authority  on  any  question 
raised  under  this  Bill,  and  that,  with  the  in- 
stance I  have  quoted,  goes  some  way,  at  any 
rate,  towards  negativing  the  assertion  that  boys 
are  not  being  taught  a  trade.  But,  assuming 
that  it  is  true  that  we  have  too  much  **  boy"  in 
our  factories  at  present,  and  that  the  boys  are 
not  being  taught,  in  what  respect  would  this 
Bill  improve  matters  ?  In  clause  5  we  read, 
''The  term  of  apprenticeship  shall  not  exceed" 
— mark  that  **  exceed" — "  three  years  in  the  case 
of  girlsrand  five  years  in  the  case  of  boys." 
But  I  can  see  nothing  in  this  Act  to  prevent 
a  man  apprenticing  a  boy  for  three  months  if 
he  likes.  There  is  a  term  of  probation  of  six 
months,  after  which  he  must  be  apprenticed, 
but  there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  which  will  pre- 
vent a  man,  subject  to  the  decision  of  the 
Arbitration  Court,  from  apprenticing  a  boy 
for  any  period  that  may  suggest  itself  to 
him,  or,  rather,  there  is  a  maximum  fixed,  but 
no  minimum  period.  In  reference  to  this  I 
might  say,  in  passing,  that  it  appears  to  me  we 
are  getting  rather  too  much  of  the  Arbitration 
Court  in  our  public  life  altogether.  Members 
of  this  House  have  a  tendency  to  shunt  all 
the  responsibility  on  to  the  Arbitration  Board. 
They  say,  *'  Oh,  that  is  a  question  we  are  not 
competent  to  decide  ;  leave  it  to  the  Arbitration 
Court,"  and  here  we  have  a  Bill  of  twenty-three 
clauses  which  is  virtually  summed  up  in  the 
expression,  "Leave  all  that  to  the  Court;  the 
Court  will  decide  it."  I  was  saying  that,  so  lu 
as  the  term  of  apprenticeship  is  conoemed,  the 
Bill  provides  for  no  definite  term  at  all  beyond 
a  maximum  period.  There  is  no  minimnm ; 
and,  as  to  compelling  a  man  to  teach  his  ap- 
prentice, which  is  sought  to  be  effected  under 
this  indenture,  I  rather  fancy  it  is  a  very  old 
form  of  legal  apprenticeship.  I  think  a  similar 
form  of  indenture  was  in  existence  a  hundred 
years  ago,  and  I  think  that  the  Premier 
might,  with  his  experience,  have  evolved  some 
very  much  better  form  of  indenture  than 
the  one  proposed  under  this  Bill.  I  agree 
with  the  remarks  of  previous  speakers  that  it 
was  quite  unfair  to  expect  the  employer— the 
man  who  is  to  be  responsible  under  this  Aot— 
to  see  that  his  apprentice  is  taught  his  trade. 
An  employer  to-day  is  generally  a  busy  man. 
He  is  not — as  used  largely  to  be  the  case— » 
man  who  works  at  a  bench,  and  so  likely  to  have 
his  apprentice  always  under  his  eagle  eye.  In 
the  majority  of  cases  he  is  to  be  found  in  his 
counting-house,  which  is  frequently  far  removed 
from  the  factory,  and  the  oare  of  th^  apprantloo 
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is  left  to  the  foreman,  and  the  employer  knows 
litUe  or  nothing  of  what  is  going  on  in  the 
faotory.  He  gets  his  information  from  the 
foremen  and  heads  of  the  different  depart- 
ments, and  is  at  the  mercy  of  his  foremen 
In  tiiat  respect— men  who  are  probably,  as 
wiionists,  opposed  to  teaching  boys  who  may 
hereafter  compete  with  them.  Therefore  it  Is 
very  hard  to  expect  him  to  pay  personal  at- 
tention to  the  trcbining  of  the  apprentice.  Is 
he  to  discharge  the  best  workman  he  has 
because  that  man  will  not  duly  train  an  ap- 
prentice or  so  ?  Then,  again,  perhaps  the  boy 
will  be  to  blame.  Boys  will  be  boys.  I  have 
been  a  b<^  myself,  and  I  remember  I  frequently 
refused  to  learn  the  task  I  was  set  to  do.  I  would 
not  learn  it,  and  I  think  it  would  have  been  very 
hard  if  my  schoolmaster  had  been  subjected  to 
all  manner  of  pains  and  penalties  because  I 
did  not  pass  certain  examinations  at  the  end 
of  the  term.  But  that  is  what  is  proposed 
under  this  Bill.  The  question  of  wages  as  pro- 
posed to  be  regulated  under  this  Bill,  of  course, 
looks  very  well  on  paper;  it  looks  like  an 
attempt  to  defend  the  interests  of  the  down- 
trodden and  oppressed,  which  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  is  very  fond  of  doing;  but,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Taieri  pointed  out,  it 
is  merely  nonsense  and  surplusage,  as  the  pro- 
vision simply  means  that  if  the  employer  finds 
the  wage  is  more  than  he  can  afford  to  pay,  or 
more  than  he  wants  to  pay,  he  can  select  his 
apprentice  from  the  ranks  of  those  who  are 
in  a  good  position — whose  parents  are  prepared 
to  pay  a  premium.  That  is  done  now,  and  the 
tendency  of  this  Bill  will  be,  in  the  engineering 
trade,  for  example,  to  cause  the  apprentices  to 
be  drawn  from  the  ranks  of  those  only  who 
can  afford  to  pay  the  largest  premium.  We 
know  that  in  the  engineering  treide  the  appren- 
tices, to  a  considerable  extent,  are  drawn  from 
the  sons  of  men  in  a  good  position,  and  this 
Bill  will  only  tend  to  increase  the  number  of 
tliose  apprentices  who  are  taken  from  that  posi- 
tion in  life ;  and  if  the  form  of  indenture  as 
proposed  becomes  law  we  fehall  find  also  that 
the  apprentices  will  be  limited  to  the  sons  of 
those  who  happen  to  be  on  terms  of  personal 
friendship  with  the  employers,  and  who  can  be 
relied  on  to  interpret  the  terms  of  the  indenture 
in  a  liberal  spirit,  and  also,  perhaps,  to  return 
the  kindness  with  a  quid  pro  quo.  As  to  the 
•question  of  the  employment  of  girls  in  milliners* 
shops  that  has  been  repeatedly  alluded  to,  I 
know  that  a  very  great  deal  of  hardship  has 
occurred  in  the  past  in  that  respect,  out  it 
arises  from  the  fact  that  there  is  such  a  de- 
mand on  the  part  of  parents,  not  always  in  the 
very  lower  walks  of  life,  to  get  their  girls  into 
dressmakers'  shops,  in  the  hope  that  they  will 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  trade  which  will  be 
useful  to  them — not  for  trade  purposes,  but 
(or  domestic  purposes — in  after-life.  The  same 
thing  occurs  in  the  case  of  almost  every  other 
form  of  employment.  Fathers  have  come  to 
me  and  said,  "  I  wish  you  would  take  my  boy 
on  to  your  farm.  Just  give  him  a  few  shillings 
now  and  then."  I  have  said,  *'  I  do  not  want 
him  " ;  and  then  they  have  dropped  the  demand 


for  a  few  shillings  and  said,  *<  Just  kick  him 
round  the  farm  and  see  that  he  does  some 
work  '* ;  and  when  I  say  "  I  do  not  want  him 
at  any  price,*'  they  offer  me  money  to  take 
him."  I  have  had  repeatedly  to  say,  **  I  will 
not  take  him  on  any  terms,"  and  I  dare  say  there 
are  many  others  in  the  same  position.  I  oan 
only  say  that  at  one  period  of  my  life,  when  I 
wanted  to  learn  farming,  I  was  in  the  position 
of  that  boy,  or,  indeed,  the  girl  learning  dress- 
making, and  during  six  months  of  my  life  I 
worked  as  hard  as  I  could,  be  the  same  more 
or  less,  and  in  any  case  a  good  deal  harder 
than  I  wanted  to.  I  was  up  before  daylight 
feeding  horses 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Was  that  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  a  Magistrate  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS.— No,  it  was  not  at  the  insti- ' 
gation  of  a  Magistrate.  It  was  not  the  sort  of 
hard  labour  the  honourable  member  refers  to. 
That  sort  of  hard  labour  is  not  so  hard  as  the 
labour  I  had  then,  but  I  had  to  work  a  good  deal 
harder  than  I  have  ever  worked  since,  and  I 
paid  £100  a  year  for  the  privilege  of  doing  it. 
And  that  is  the  fact  that  underlies  this  ap- 
prentice question  :  schooling  must  be  paid  for, 
sometimes  by  work,  sometimes  by  money, 
sometimes  by  both.  With  respect  to  the 
dressmaking  apprentices,  so  long  as  you  have 
persons  who  are  prepared  to  pay  for  the  privi- 
lege of  having  their  daughters  taught  the 
trade,  so  long  you  must  not  expect  to  have 
very  high  rates  paid  for  dressmaking.  I 
listened  with  considerable  interest  to  the 
speeches  of  the  honourable  members  for  Eden, 
Waikouaiti,  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr.  Smith), 
and  Masterton.  They  all  took  up  the  position 
of  men  who  recognised  many  good  point;* 
in  this  Bill,  but,  while  they  all  said  that 
they  supported  the  Bill  in  the  main, 
they  also  said  that  they  wished  to  proceed 
with  caution — that  was  the  remark  of  the  last 
speaker.  Mr.  Smith  said  of  it  that  he  would 
watch  its  progress  very  carefully  indeed,  and 
Mr.  Holland  indicated  that  he  would  like  to  see 
an  amendment  in  regard  to  the  wages.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  he  need  not  fret  himself  about 
that:  it  is  merely  a  matter  of  making  the 
apprentice  pay  the  wages  back  as  premium 

10  SO  ^^^^'^  ^^  begins  to  work.  That  would 
*  be  regulated  very  simply.  But  as  far 
as  the  other  honourable  gentlemen  are  con- 
cerned, I  should  like  them  to  tell  us  some  time 
or  other  what  amendments  they  want,  because 
that  information  is  essential  and  was  not  sup- 
plied. My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Smith  only 
told  us  we  should  have  to  watch  it  very  care- 
fully in  Committee ;  but,  while  he  was  anxious 
that  amendments  should  be  effected,  he  did  not 
tell  us  what  they  were.  I  should  like  to  ask 
those  honourable  members,  especially  Mr.  Hogg 
and  Mr.  Smith,  whether  they  would  employ  any 
apprentic|es  at  all  under  the  Act  as  it  at  present 
stands,  if  the  Bill  comes  into  operation,  will 
my  honourable  colleague  Mr.  Smith  employ 
apprentices  at  all  ?  This  is  coming  to  close 
quarters. 

Mr.  SMITH.— You  must  give  notice  of  these 
questions. 
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Mr.  LEWIS.— Well,  I  have  given  notioe, 
and  the  honourable  member  can  answer  them 
when  the  Bill  ia  in  Committee.  As  I  saiol,  I 
should  like  to  know  what  amendments  would 
make  the  Bill  acceptable  to  those  honourable 
gentlemen.  The  only  amendment  that  would 
make  any  alteration  in  conditions  that  now 
exist  appears  to  be  the  cutting- out  of  clauses 
8  or  7,  and  if  you  do  that  the  Bill  itself  has 
no  existence,  because  the  remaining  clauses 
simply  give  power  to  the  Court  of  Arbitration 
which  it  already  exercises.  All  you  have  to 
do  nowadays  is  to  get  up  an  industrial  dispute 
with  regard  to  the  wages  of  apprentices,  and  so 
on.  All  these  things  can  be  decided  by  the 
Court  of  Arbitration  now,  and  have  on  many 
occasions  been  so  decided. 

Mr.  KELLY. — The  term  of  apprenticeship 
has  not  been  decided. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — Because  that  has  not  formed 
a  subject  of  dispute;  and  I  am  disposed  to 
think  the  present  arrangement,  so  far  as  the 
term  of  apprenticeship  is  concerned,  has  been 
satisfactory,  because  it  otherwise  would  have 
formed  a  subject  of  dispute.  But  if  it  is  not 
satisfactory  to  those  interested,  all  they  have 
to  do  is  to  make  it  a  subject  of  dispute,  and 
they  can  get  it  settled.  My  idea  is  that  we 
should  do  very  much  as  they  do  in  America. 
An  unlimited  number  of  boys  go  into  a  factory, 
where  they  remain  for  six  months  on  probation, 
and  the  employer  picks  out  the  boys  most 
likely  to  suit  him,  and  weeds  out  the  rest. 
Well,  of  course,  we  are  told  that  is  turning 
a  bo^  out  into  the  street,  but  I  apprehend 
it  might  just  as  well  be  done  then  as  six 
months  previously ;  and  surely  that  boy  will 
not  make  a  less  useful  casual  labourer  for 
having  been  for  six  months  in  a  factory  under 
some  sort  of  systematic  training.  And  as 
to  binding  a  boy  for  a  longer  period,  we 
know  it  often  takes  us  some  time  to  find  out 
what  we  are  really  fitted  for.  I  can  quote  the 
case  of  a  boy  in  Christchurch  who  was  bound 
for  two  years  to  an  engineer.  He  was  not  a 
success,  and  his  parents  were  advised  to  with- 
draw him  from  that  trade,  and  he  left  it.  He 
is  now  a  really  efficient  doctor.  I  know 
another  case  of  a  boy  who  was  for  two  years 
in  a  boot-factory.  He  was  very  unwilling  at 
the  time  to  go  into  the  trade,  and  eventually 
his  parents  were  persuaded  to  withdraw  him. 
That  boy  is  now  one  of  the  best  oil-painters  in 
the  colony.  To  put  a  boy  into  a  trade  from 
which  he  cannot  withdraw,  whether  he  finds 
he  is  suitable  or  not,  for  up  to  five  years,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  establishing  a  very  wrong 
principle.  My  idea  is  that  we  should  let  the 
employer  have  the  pick  of  as  many  of  the 
boys  as  he  can  teach  the  trade  to. 

Mr.  TANNER.— What  about  the  rest? 

Mr.  LEWIS.— The  rest  will  do  just  as  well 
aa  they  would  have  done  if  they  had  had  no 
training  in  a  trade,  I  apprehend. 

Mr.  TANNER.— They  will  have  lost  three  or 
four  years  of  their  life. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— This  Bill  may  cause  them  to 
lose  three  or  four  years  of  their  life  if  you  bind 
a  hoy  down  to  a  trade  which  he  may  very  soon 


rebel  at,  and  he  cannot  get  away  from  it,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time,  from  natural  disincli- 
nation, he  has  not  acquired  that  trade. 

Mr.  TANNER.— What  about  the  six  months' 
trial? 

Mr.  LEWIS.— The  six  months'  trial  is  the 
system  in  vogue  in  America  to-day ;  and  if  a 
boy  displays  any  aptitude  for  that  ^ade  they 
take  him  on,  and  if  not  they  tell  htm  to  go.  I 
shall  vote  against  the  seoond  reading  of  the 
Bill.  I  think  that  is  a  more  honest  and 
straightforward  course  to  take  than  to  vote  for 
the  second  reading  and  strike  out  clause  3 
or  7  in  Committee,  because  clause  3 — or,  if 
you  like,  clause  7 — is,  so  far  as  anything  new 
or  effective  is  concerned,  the  whole  Bill. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Eaiapoi).— So  many  members 
have  expressed  their  opinions  in  reference  to 
this  Bill  that  I  do  not  feel  disposed  myself  to 
give  a  silent  vote  on  it,  although  I  feel  that 
almost  everything  both  for  and  against  the 
measure  has  been  said  that  can  be  said.  We 
are  going  a  little  too  far  in  legislating  in  this 
direction,  and  I  think  the  House  might  now 
take  a  rest.  The  time  has  gone  by  when  it 
was  necessary  to  have  our  young  people  appren- 
ticed for  four  or  five  years  to  almost  any  trade. 
The  business  of  the  country  is  carried  on  in  a 
different  way  now  to  that  of  a  few  years  ago, 
when  a  boy  was  taught  a  whole  trade.  Trades 
are  now  cut  up  into  so  many  branches  that  a 
boy  can  only  taike  up  one  branch  and  become 
expert  in  it,  and  if  we  expect  that  this  measure 
is  going  to  give  an  opportunity  for  learning  a 
trade  as  in  days  gone  by  it  ia  altogether  a  mis- 
taJce.  Reference  has  been  made  to  various  trades, 
and  it  has  been  shown  how  boys  have  to  be  pat 
through  different  sections  of  trades — such  as 
the  coachbuilding  trade,  where  a  boy  may  be 
taught  as  a  bodymaker,  a  painter,  a  trimmer— 
and  it  would  simply  be  looked  upon  as  a  waste 
of  time  to  attempt  to  teach  a  boy  a  whole  trade 
in  the  old  way.  No  doubt  the  point  in  reference 
to  girls  being  taken  on  by  dressmakers  is  one 
that  requires  some. attention,  and  the  system 
that  has  been  adopted  in  the  past  of  taking 
these  girls  on  for  twelve  months  without  pay, 
and  then  their  having  to  give  up  the  business 
because  others  are  willing  to  take  theur  place,  is 
a  pernicious  one ;  but  at  the  same  time  we 
do  not  want  to  pass  a  measure  of  this  sort 
to  get  rid  of  the  practice,  and  it  would  be  far, 
better  to  vote  against  the  seoond  reading 
than  waste  any  more  time  over  the  measure. 
Then,  if  we  do  pass  a  measure  of  this  sort  it 
ought  to  be  applied  in  a  general  way  to  the 
Government  workshops  as  well  aa  to  the  work- 
shops of  private  individuals.  I  notice  that, 
whatever  measures  of  this  desoription  the 
Government  bring  in,  they  are  always  parti- 
cularly careful  they  shall  not  apply  to  their 
own  workmen.  If  it  be  good  that  private 
employers  should  have  young  people  appren- 
ticed to  them  for  a  number  of  years  in  order 
that  the^  may  become  experts  at  a  particular 
trade,  it  is  equally  good  tnat  the  youths  work- 
ing in  the  Qovernment  workshops  should  also 
have  the  same  privilege.  But,  as  I  said  before,, 
the  Government  always  axe  particularly  oarefoi 
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when  bringing  in  meMoret  of  this  sort,  placing 
XMtriofeions  on  private  individuals,  that  they 
do  not  allow  them  to  be  applied  to  their  own 
works ;  and,  for  mj  part,  if  the  Bill  goes  into 
Oomxnittee  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  the  Bill 
amended  so  as  to  apply  to  Ooyemment  work- 
shops JDst  the  same  as  it  will  apply  to 
private  employers.  There  is  one  matter  in 
connection  with  the  Bill  which  appears  to  be 
perhaps  an  oversight.  I  see  there  is  provision 
m  it  for  a  maximum  number  of  years  of  ap- 
prenticeship, but  there  is  no  provision  for  a 
minimum,  so  there  may  be  a  possibility  of  get- 
ting over  the  Bill  by  apprenticing  a  youtii  for 
one  year  or  for  two  years  in  place  of  five,  and 
then  we  may  have  a  number  of  these  young 
people  who  have  served  their  time  of  apprentice- 
ship going  about  the  country  and  knowing  little 
about  the  trades  they  were  apprenticed  to.  If 
it  is  necessary  that  youths  should  be  appren- 
tioed  in  order  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
trades  they  are  apprenticed  to,  it  is  necessary 
that  some  provision  should  be  made  defining 
the  number  of  years  they  are  to  serve  their 
apprenticeship.  It  is  absurd  to  say  they  may 
smiply  be  apprenticed  for  one  year,  ana  may 
then  clear  out,  and  go  about  the  country  as 
tradesmen.  But  there  is  no  medium  course 
for  them;  they  cannot  be  employed  as  im- 
provers: as  the  Bill  is  drafted  they  must  be 
regarded  as  tradesmen  after  serving  their  time. 
Therefore  they  must  be  taken  on  as  tradesmen, 
or  else  they  may  be  left  to  walk  about  the 
streets,  for  no  one  can  take  them  on  as  im- 
provers and  pay  them  a  less  rate  of  wages  than 
is  paid  to  skilled  workmen.  If  we  think  it  is 
necessary  that  youths  should  be  apprenticed 
for  a  number  of  years,  then  that  is  certainly 
a  defect  in  the  Bill,  and  one  to  which  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  Minister.  However,  my  own 
feeling  is  that  we  are  going  too  fast  altogether 
in  placing  restrictions  not  only  upon  our  young 
people  but  also  upon  the  employers  and  manu- 
facturers of  the  colony,  and  if  a  division  is 
called  for  I  certainly  shall  be  prepared  to  re- 
cord my  vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  I  noticed  that  many  of  the  members  who 
have  spoken  have  stated  their  intention  of 
voting  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
although  in  many  oases  they  condemned  the 
Bill  itself.  Now,  I  think,  when  they  have 
made  up  their  minds  that  the  Bill  is  not  a 
good  one,  they  ought  to  have  the  courage  of 
their  convictions,  and  make  up  their  minds  to 
vote  against  it.  As  for  myself,  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  go  into  the  lobby  against  the  secocd 
reading  of  the  BiU.  I  do  not  think  the  Bill  is 
required,  for  our  young  people  have  now  as 
good  an  opportunity  of  being  taught  a  trade 
as  the  young  people  of  any  of  the  Australasian 
Colonies,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  from 
what  I  have  seen—and  I  have  had  good  op- 
portunities— our  young  people  are  capable  of 
taming  out  as  good  work  as  they  can  turn  out 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  We  hear  it 
stated  that  many  of  our  youn^  people,  after 
serving  for  a  number  of  years  m  engineering 
shops,  have  to  go  to  the  Old  Country  and  com- 
plete Ihair  education ;  but  I  have  been  told  by 


many  people  who  have  been  in  the  shops  at 
Home  that  our  young  men  who  have  gone 
Home  have  been  able  to  get  on  better  and 
are  doing  better  work  than  many  of  the  older 
hands  working  in  the  shops  of  the  Old  Countrv 
— that  they  have  been  able  to  get  through  much 
more  work,  and  have  given  greater  satisfaction, 
than  men  who  have  been  taught  in  the  shops 
at  Home.  And  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that, 
although  they  have  had  no  Master  and  Appren- 
tice BiU  in  the  past,  our  young  people  have  had 
a  fair  opportunity  of  becoming  expert  trades- 
men. So  far  as  I  have  read,  there  is  no  country 
in  the  world  which  has  the  same  provisions  as 
are  sought  to  be  placed  on  the  statute-book  by 
this  Bill.  I  hope,  on  further  consideration,  the 
House  will  be  prepared  to  throw  the  Bill  out, 
and  not  waste  any  further  time  over  it. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  (Clutha).— It  has  been 
said  to-night  that  our  young  people  are  not 
learning  their  trades  so  well  as  they  should  do. 
I  admit  that  there  are  evils  connected  with  our 
present  system ;  but  they  are  not  to  be  remedied 
by  this  Bill.  What  is  the  reason  of  this  state 
of  things  ?  The  reason  is  simplv  the  very  ex- 
tensive use  of  machinery.  In  all  departments 
of  industry  machinery  has  largely  supplanted 
the  use  of  the  human  hand.  If  we  are  to  re- 
vive the  old  system  of  apprenticeship,  I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  old 
order  of  things.  I  dare  say  the  people  who  lived 
a  hundred  years  ago  were  just  as  happy  as  we 
are— perhaps  more  so ;  but  I  do  not  think  we 
can  go  back  to  the  ways  of  our  forefathers, 
when,  say,  one  and  the  same  man  made  a  pair 
of  boots,  and  when  they  used  the  sickle  instead 
of  the  reaper- and-binder.  What  is  the  principle 
of  this  Bill  ?  The  principle,  as  I  understand 
it,  is  compulsory  indenture.  At  the  present 
time  indenture  is  optional.  I  understand  that 
not  many  young  people  in  the  colony  are  in- 
dentured. I  think  we  may  conclude  from  this 
that  the  system  of  indenture  is  not  popular 
with  the  masters,  nor  yet  with  the  young 
people.  As  for  the  masters,  they  do  not  ap- 
prove of  indenturing,  because  the  conditions 
for  carrying  on  work  are  so  different  now  from 
what  they  used  to  be.  If  this  Bill  passes  it  is 
supposed  that  the  employers  of  labour  will 
take  on  as  indentured  apprentices  the  young 
people  who  are  at  present  working  for  them. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  at  all  likely.  They  may 
do  it  to  some  extent,  but  certainly  they  will  not 
do  it  to  the  full  extent.  The  probability  is  that 
they  will  employ  to  some  extent  grown- up 
people  to  do  the  work  at  present  done  by  these 
young  persons.  As  they  could  not  afford 
to  pay  full  wages  to  these  new  hands,  this 
may  lead  to  a  redaction  in  wages  all  round. 
As  to  indenturing  not  being  popular  with  the 
young  people  themselves,  I  think  this  is  ex- 
tremely likely,  for  we  all  know  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  independence  in  the  young  New-Zea- 
lander.  He  does  not  like  to  bind  himself  in 
any  way  for  a  month  or  a  year,  and  far  less  for 
five  years.  I  notice  that  this  Bill  is  to  come 
into  operation  on  the  Ist  January  next.  Well» 
on  that  date,  if  this  Bill  passes,  there  will  be 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  revolution,  for 
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every  young  man  and  every  young  woman  who 
is  engaged  in  any  mechanical  busineBs,  and 
who  is  not  indentured,  will,  as  it  were,  drop  out 
of  employment.  There  can  be  no  douht  about 
that  if  this  Bill  is  carried  in  its  present  shape. 
What  are  the  Government  to  do  with  these  young 
people,  these  young  men  and  women  ?  We  all 
know  that  one  serious  question  with  parents, 
especially  parents  with  large  families,  is  what 
they  are  to  do  with  their  children.  They 
have  great  difficulty  in  finding  places  for  them, 
and  this  difficulty  will  be  intensified  if  this 
Bill  passes.  Are  the  Government  to  find  em- 
ployment for  these  young  people  ?  I  should 
say  that,  at  all  events,  they  woald  be  as  much 
entitled  to  assistance  from  the  Government  in 
the  way  of  employment  as  many  of  the  co- 
operative labourers.  It  is  a  very  serious  sub- 
ject, and,  as  I  say,  on  the  1st  January  next,  if 
this  Bill  passes  as  introduced,  there  will  be 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  revolution  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  JOhristchurch  City].— Sir,  if 
members  of  the  House  could  bring  tnemselves 
to  believe  that  the  prophecies  of  the  last  speaker 
would  be  fulfilled  on  the  1st  January,  1899,  in 
the  event  of  this  Bill  passing,  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  member  in  this  House  who  would 
vote  for  the  Bill;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
members  cannot  bring  themselves  to  believe 
that.  The  possibility  of  a  revolution  occurring 
as  a  result  of  passing  this  measure  is  alto- 
gether too  ridiculous  to  contemplate.  One 
can  say  that  whilst  admitting  this  is  one  of 
the  most  knotty  prublems  Parliament  ever  he^ 
up  for  consideration.  I  do  not  know  any  other 
question — the  eight-hours  question  does  not 
touch  the  interests  of  labour  or  allied  interests 
half  as  keenly  as  does  this  particular  question 
of  the  relations  which  shsil  exist  between  a 
master  and  his  apprentice.  I  would  remind 
the  honourable  member  for  Glutba  that  there 
has  been  a  revolution  in  the  industrial 
world  during  the  past  fifty  years,  and  the 
day  has  gone  by  for  ever  when  a  single  em- 
ployer presides  all  day,  and  week  after  week, 
over  a  single  apprentice,  as  was  the  case  with 
the  primitive  industries  of  half  a  century  ago 
in  England.  There  are  very  few  employers  of 
labour  now  who  hold  themselves  personally 
responsible  for  the  tuition  of  their  apprentices. 
The  tendency  is  towards  a  single  employer  and 
an  army  of  workmen,  and  the  employer  trans- 
fers his  liability  and  obligation  to  teach  an 
apprentice  to  some  subordinate  officer — some 
foreman  in  some  particular  branch  of  the 
industry  that  the  proprietor  owns. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Sometimes. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.—  "  Sometimes  " ;  but  that  is 
undoubtedly  the  trend  of  matters  industrial. 
Under  the  old  system  the  master  undoubtedly 
gave  his  apprentice  a  thorough  teaching.  I 
can,  within  my  own  experience  in  the  city  that 
I  come  from,  call  up  man  after  man  occupying 
responsible  positions  in  industries,  and  in  nearly 
every  case  they  were  trained  under  the  old 
system  of  apprenticeship,  and  had  in  many 
oases  served  a  full  term  of  seven  years*  appren- 
ticeship ;  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  if  you  go 
Mr,  J.  W.  Thonuon 


to  the  largest  factories  you  almost  invariably 
find  the  man  in  charge  is  a  man  who  came  oat 
from  the  old  school,  where  he  was  drilled  year 
after  year  into  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his 
handicraft.  The  question  we  are  face  to  face 
with  is, — and  I  recognise  all  the  difficulties, — 
whether  we  cannot  place,  by  legal  enact- 
ment, on  the  shoulders  of  employers  of 
labour  an  obligation  to  impart  knowledge 
to  the  apprentices  they  employ.  There  is 
the  whole  problem.  Some  members  say  that 
it  is  utterly  impossible.  Still,  that  has  been 
said  in  regard  to  nearly  every  attempt  made 
for  the  past  half-century  towards  a  solu- 
tion of  industrial  problems.  I  do  not  care 
where  you  turn  over  the  pages  of  history,  you 
will  find  that  wherever  a  proposal  has  been 
made  affecting  the  conditions  connected  with 
the  employment  of  labour  those  concerned  vrith 
the  employment  of  labour  have  declared  that 
to  carry  that  provision  into  law  would  be  to 
paralyse  industries  and  ultimately  destroy  the 
supremacy  of  Britain's  commerce,  and  so  forth. 
We  know  the  phraseology  perfectly  well. 
What  has  been  the  result?  For  the  past 
fifty  years  the  tendency  in  England  has  bean 
towards  shortening  all  hours  of  labour,  to- 
wards the  fixing  of  arbitrary  conditions  for 
the  factory ;  and  yet,  despite  that  fact,  there 
has  not  been  a  single  prophecy  fulfilled  that 
was  urged  so  freely  by  employers  of  labour, 
and  by  their  parliamentary  representatives. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — This  is  not  a  question  of 
paralysing  industries. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— But  we  are  told  it  is  a  quea- 
tion  of  paralysing  industries. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— l^o. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Oh,  yes.  It  has  been  said 
to-night,  if  this  Bill  is  passed  it  will  mean  the 
olosing-up  of  certain  indust^ries  in  this  colony 
in  which  adult  labour  cannot  profitably  be 
employed — industries  that  cannot  be  carried  on 
profitably  unless  by  the  aid  of  juvenile  labour. 
That  argument  has  been  advanced  here  to> 
night,  so  that  I  am  perfectly  right  in  saying 
the  old  stock  piophecy,  that  the  passing  of  this 
Bill  will  paralyse  industries,  has  been  brought 
up  in  connection  with  the  proposal.  I  say,  time 
after  time,  for  generations  past,  in  England 
the  shortening  of  the  hours  of  labour  and  fixing 
the  conditions  in  regard  to  factories  have  ail 
gone  on,  and  at  the  same  time  we  have  found 
that  the  whole  condition  of  the  working-olaaaes 
has  been  improving,  and  that  England's  indos- 
tries  have  not  been  paralysed  and  have  not  de- 
cayed. So  that  I  am  not  very  much  alarmed 
by  these  direful  prophecies  one  hears  on  all 
hands.  There  is  one  aspect  of  this  question 
I  have  listened  during  the  whole  of  the  debate 
to  hear  some  reference  made  to.  There  is  no 
denying  the  fact  that  at  the  present  time  boys 
and  girls,  but  more  particularly  boys,  often 
get  into  employments  for  which  they  were 
never  fitted  by  nature.  If  this  colony  were  to 
go  in  for  a  thorough  system  of  technical  edu- 
cation, one  result  would  be  that  there  would 
not   be   so    many   boys   put   to   occupations 
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to  ft  certain  extent  prior  to  their  engaging  in 
any  work  at  all,  and  so  draft  them  from  the 
technioal  school  into  those  handicrafts  for 
which  they  had  shown  some  ability,  some 
marked  taste  or  talent.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata  urged,  in  that  eloquent 
style  of  his,  that  all  these  industries  should  be 
freed  from  restraint.  Well,  that  was  the  argu- 
ment advanced  in  support  of  the  twelve-hour 
day  in  England ;  it  was  the  argument  advanced 
in  support  of  the  employment  of  women  and 
ohildren  in  mines  in  England. 

Mr.  MONK. — I  believe  in  short  hours  where 
practicable. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— That  is  not  the  point.  If 
the  argument  applies  it  must  apply  all  round. 
I  say  that  was  the  argument  ap^iied  against 
those  reforms.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
looks  at  the  pages  of  the  English  Hansard  he 
will  find  that  when  Lord  Shaftesbury  proposed 
the  reduction  of  the  hours  of  labour  and  the 
prohibition  of  female  and  child  labour  in 
mines  in  England,  that  was  the  argument  all 
along— that  the  conditions  of  labour  should 
not  be  restrained,  or  else  the  coal  industry  in 
England  would  become  defunct,  and  the  manu- 
facturers in  England  would  have  to  close  their 
works.  If  you  turn  up  Hansard  you  will  find 
page  after  page  of  that  argument.  Kow,  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata  also  argues 
that  he  was  opposed  to  the  Bill  because  of  the 
effect  it  would  have  upon  society,  and,  further, 
because  it  was  a  defiance  of  economic  laws. 
Well,  that  is  also  the  old  argument.  The  eco- 
nomic law  changes  with  every  generation,  and 
the  workers  of  the  world  have  been  altogether 
too  long  the  .victims  of  phrases.  If  you  want 
arguments  in  favour  of  an  eight-hours  day,  you 
can  find  them  by  the  hundred  in  the  City  of 
Wellington  and  the  City  of  Ohristchurch  every 
day.  I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  a  visit  I 
paid  to  an  artisan  a  few  hours  before  leaving 
Ohristchurch  last  session.  The  man  had  just 
oome  home  from  work  at  seven  o'clock  at 
night.  He  works  for  one  of  the  largest  firms 
in  Ghristohurch,  the  heads  of  whioh  are 
honourable  men,  but  the  firm  is  the  victim 
of  competition  itself,  and  the  man  in  turn 
becomes  its  victim.  He  sat  there  with  his 
meal  before  him  un tasted,  and  I  asked  him  if 
he  was  not  well,  and  he  said,  "  Well,  yes,  but 
I  am  fairly  done  for."  The  man  was  ex- 
hausted by  continuous  overtime  work,  and  the 
last  words  he  said  to  me  were,  **If  you  do 
nothing  else  for  us  this  session,  give  us 
the  eight -hours  day.''  He  does  not  want 
the  overtime:  it  is  money  in  his  pocket, 
but  it  takes  the  joy  from  a  man's  life. 
And  this  is  not  a  single  case.  There  are 
firms  in  Kew  Zealand  where  overtime  is  prac- 
tised systematically  to  an  extent  which  de- 
prives the  workmen  of  the  leisure  that  they 
are  legitimately  entitled  to.  I  do  not  believe 
this  Bill  would  ever  have  seen  the  light  of  day 
in  Kew  Zealand  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
systematic  robbery  of  giri-labour  carried  on  by 
certain  dressmaking  firms  in  the  large  centres. 
That  fact  explains  in  a  large  measure  the 
origin   of   this  Bill.    It  is  an  evil,  and  an 


admitted  evil ;  and  we  cannot  blink  the  fact 
that  in  this  colony  in  a  small  degree,  and  in 
the  Old  Land  in  a  very  large  degree — and  I  do 
not  want  to  say  one  word  that  can  be  said  to 
exaggerate  the  position  —  poverty  and  the 
wretched  wages  that  are  forced  upon  young 
girls  explain  a  considerable  amount  of  the  pro- 
stitution that  we  have  to  deal  with  and  deplore. 
In  England  that  is  true  on  a  large  scale.  It  is 
utterly  impossible  for  girls  to  follow  occupa- 
tions in  shops  and  dressmaking  establishments 
in  England,  where  the  wages  are  not  sufficient 
to  find  their  food,  let  alone  the  clothing  they 
are  compelled  to  put  on  to  appear  decent,  and 
remain  virtuous.  In  this  colony  there  are 
scores  of  girls  who  work  in  those  establishments 
without  remuneration,  and,  although  the  evil  is 
not  so  acute  here  as  ii  is  at  Home,  the  ten- 
dency towards  that  evil  is  here ;  and  the  duty 
of  this  Parliament  and  the  duty  of  the  people 
of  this  colony  is  to  try  and  lay  the  foundations 
of  our  institutions  so  that  the  evils  we  deplore 
in  the  more  populous  centres  of  the  world  will 
not  show  themselves  here  in  the  generations 
that  are  coming.  There  are  scores  of  girls  en- 
gaged in  dressmaking — girls  who  do  not  want, 
as  some  honourable  members  allege,  to  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  dressmaking  to  make  their  own 
dresses  and  those  of  their  children  in  years  to 
oome,  but  girls  who,  from  sheer  poverty — from 
necessity — seek  employment  in  these  establish- 
ments. For  a  year  they  are  employed  without 
any  remuneration  whatever,  and  for  that  year 
they  are  a  tax  on  the  earnings  of  their  fathers. 
At  the  jnd  of  the  yeckr  they  are  given  holidays. 
That  has  been  quite  a  system  in  some  of  the 
large  establishments  in  this  colony ;  and  what 
is  the  result  ?  It  has  attracted  the  attention, 
and  rightly,  of  organized  labour  unions,  and 
they  have  made  it  the  occasion  for  demanding 
some  legislative  protection  for  those  girls,  to 
whioh  they  are  entitled.  It  may  be  argued 
successfully  that  this  Bill  will  not  establish  a 
minimum  wage  for  workers  of  that  class.  I 
think  it  will ;  but,  if  not,  then,  after  the  expe- 
riment has  been  made,  it  will  become  the  duty 
of  Parliament,  if  the  Bill  is  found  wanting  in 
any  respect,  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  remedy  the 
difficulty  pointed  out  in  connection  with  thia 
particular  class  of  labour.  The  argument  has 
been  advanced  that  we  shall  have  men  em- 
ployed at  approximately  the  same  wage  as 
boys  are  now  employed  at  if  the  Bill  becomes 
law ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  would  happen. 
It  might  in  isolated  cases,  but  on  the  whole 
that  is  an  exaggerated  view  to  take  of  the 
matter.  The  position  is,  here,  that  it  would 
be  a  very  good  thing  if  our  boys  were  kept  at 
school  for  a  vear  longer  than  they  are  now, 
and  their  fathers  were  able  to  get  work  that 
would  enable  the  boys  to  be  kept  at  school; 
and  if  that  is  to  be  one  of  the  results  I  do  not 
regard  it  as  a  great  evil.  I  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  Oity  (Mr.  Sligo) 
made  a  statement  to  the  effect  tnat  if  the 
Bill  passed  thousands  of  boys  and  girls  must 
leave  their  employment.  I  do  not  know  what 
he  bases  his  view  upon. 
Mr.  SLIGO.— On  the  fact  that  the  Arbitra- 
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tion  Coaxt  hfts  to  fix  the  namber  of  appren- 
ioes. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  think  that  honourable 
members  will  admit  that  the  Arbitration  Goart 
has  aoted  in  a  most  reasonable  way  up  to  the 
present  time.  It  is  a  tribunal  with  which  the 
colony  has  every  reason  to  feel  satisfied,  so  far 
as  it  has  exerted  its  powers,  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive for  a  moment  that  the  Arbitration  Court 
would  pass  any  judgment  that  would  neces- 
sitate such  a  state  of  things  as  that  arising.  In 
many  awards  involving  the  question  of  appren- 
tices the  Court  has  declared  that  the  num- 
ber of  boys  now  employed  shall  not  be  in- 
terfered with,  and  that  the  existing  conditions 
shall  not  be  disturbed.  The  employers  have 
issued  quite  a  quantity  of  printed  matter 
in  connection  with  this  question,  and  in 
one  of  the  documents  I  nold  here  there 
are  minutes  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
Canterbury  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Industrial  Association  of  Canterbury.  They 
make  an  elaborate  calculation  showing  the 
number  of  boys  who  will  each  year  qualify  for 
employment  m  our  factories,  and  then  they 
try  to  make  out  that  out  of  eight  thousand  who 
will  qualify  for  employment  from  our  schools 
each  year  we  should  be  only  able  to  employ  two 
thousand  of  them  in  the  factories.  One  calcu- 
lation was  that  only  one  thousand  will  be 
required.  But  they  speak  as  though  the  only 
avenues  of  employment  in  this  colony  open  to 
our  boys  after  they  leave  school  are  the  factories 
of  the  colony.  They  make  no  allowance  for 
the  boys  who  will  go  into  offices,  or  for  the  boys 
who  will  go  on  to  the  farms  of  the  colony, 
or  who  will  go  into  other  occupations.  There 
are  a  large  number  of  other  occupations  that 
are  not  included  under  the  term  '*  factories,*' 
and  under  the  circumstances  the  figures  are 
very  misleading.  The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  also  made  reference  to  the  fact — 
and  it  is  a  most  important  point — that  the 
employ^  is  frequently  unjust  to  the  apprentice 
—more  so  than  the  master.  I  confess  that  I  do 
not  quite  see  how  you  are  to  compel  any  artisan 
—any  skilled  workman— to  give  an  apprentice 
that  which  is  to  him  a  very  valuable  possession 
— his  expert  knowledge ;  I  do  not  see  how  you 
can  compel  any  artisan  to  impart  to  an  ap- 
prentice the  skill  that  he  himself  possesses. 

An  Hon.  Msmbsb. — The  man  is  not  paid 
for  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  recognise  that  is  the  diffi- 
culty ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  stand  idly  by  when  I  see  boys  by  &e  score 
being  turned  out,  so  far  as  their  training  is  con- 
cerned, worse  than  useless  when  they  leave  the 
factories.  I  am  not  prepared  to  stand  by  and 
say  that  the  position  is  such  that  it  is  incapable 
of  being  remedied.  This  Bill  may  be  as  faulty 
as  some  honourable  members  say  it  is,  but  I 
say  that  the  experiment  must  be  made,  and  if 
we  fail  to  remove  the  defects  or  to  remedy  them 
by  means  of  this  measure  we  must  set  to  work 
again  next  session  and  amend  the  measure 
until  we  have  devised  some  conditions  which 
will  do  away  with  the  evils  complained  of. 
That  is  what  is  aimed  at  now — the  turn- 
Mr.  SUgo 


ing-out  of  competent  workmen.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  much  more  to  be  satcL 
The  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill  is  ancient  his- 
tory now.  Personally,  I  regret  tiie  author  of 
the  Bill  is  not  in  this  Parliament  I  have  for 
a  long  time  past  regretted  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reeves  is  Agent- General  instead  of  being  on 
the  Treasury  benches  in  this  colony.  I  was  an 
opponent  of  his  on  certain  points  while  he  was 
in  the  colony,  but  I  confess  freely  now  that, 
personally,  I  should  cordially  welcome  him  baok 
to  this  country.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves  was  a 
thorough  student  in  connection  with  labour 
Questions,  and  when  he  brought  a  Bill  down  he 
did  not  give  us  a  speech  full  of  absurd  exagge- 
rations in  support  of  the  measure ;  his  speeches 
were  always  closely  reasoned.  He  mastered 
the  whole  question  before  he  came  down  with 
it ;  and  that  cannot  be  said,  unfortunately,  of 
the  Minister  who  now  represents  labour  on 
those  benches.  Every  member  who  has  spoken 
admits  that  there  are  evils  existing  whioh 
we  have  to  deal  with,  and  whioh  ought  to  be 
remedied.  Some  members  declare  tiiat  they 
cannot  be  remedied.  I  do  not  believe  in  that. 
I  believe  that  we  must  try  honestly  and  ener- 
getically to  get  rid  of  the  evils.  In  this  colony 
we  can  deal  with  many  problems  that  in  the 
large  centres  of  population  have  become  so 
complicated  as  almost  to  defy  solution.  In 
New  Zealand  we  have  a  simpler  industrial 
organism,  that  we  can  study  and  get  hold  of  in 
all  its  parts.  It  does  not  elude  us  as  the  same 
problem  would  in  America  or  in  England.  We 
have  that  advantage.  Although  we  are  a 
young  and  small  community,  we  have  still  got 
the  same  kind  of  problems  exactly  as  they 
have  in  the  Old  World;  but  ours  are  more 
easily  grasped.  And  it  is  on  these  lines  that 
we  should  move.    What  does  this  Bill  propose  f 

Mr.  8LIG0.— Going  back  to  the  old  con- 
ditions. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— It  does  not  propose  to  go 
back  to  old  conditions  except  so  far  as  to  make 
an  effort  to  establish  a  condition  of  things  that 
surely  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  cannot  ridicule.  That  condition  of  things 
gave  us  a  class  of  expert  workmen  who  have 
really  laid  the  foundations  of  England's  great- 
ness. If  we  can  by  any  means  devise  legis- 
lation that  will  force  the  controllers  of  our 
industries  to  give  those  whom  they  may  em- 
ploy a  thorough  training,  and  to  make  them 
expert  —  I  do  not  care  if  it  is  only  in 
the  shaving  of  leather  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  has  referred  to- 
then  I  say  we  shall  be  restoring  an  old 
order  of  things  that  will  be  of  enormous 
advantage  to  this  colony.  Some  one  may  de- 
clare this  to  be  a  hopeless  task.  I  do  not  believe 
it  is.  The  BUI,  with  the  old  schedule,  was  un- 
doubtedly a  dead  Bill.  It  would  never  have 
gone  through  this  Parliament.  But  the  Bill 
without  the  schedule  is  a  different  order  of 
things  altogether.  The  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch.City  (Mr.  Lewis)  pointed  out 
that  the  Arbitration  Court  has  already  exercised 
nearly  all  the  powers  that  we  are  conferring 
upon  it  in  clause  17  of  this  BUI. 
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An  Hon.  Meubsb.— It  has  power  to  exaroise 
them  all. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— WeU,  If  that  is  so,  what  is 
there  novel  in  the  Bill  ?  I  will  tell  yon  what 
is  novel.  The  indenture  prinoiple  ie  novel,  and 
the  minimum  wage  is  novel.  The  Bill  aims 
principally  at  two  things :  First  of  all  to  render 
the  apprentices  skilful  workmen;  then  it 
aims  at  establishing  a  minimum  wa^e,  to  pre- 
vent any  man  from  taking  advantage  of  labour 
without  giving  it  some  remuneration. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb.— What  about  the  pre- 
miums? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  that  is  a  very  real 
difficulty,  and  I  am  noc  blind  to  it.  The  pre- 
mium system  may  be  used  to  evade  the  mini- 
mum-wage provision,  and,  if  it  does  turn  out  so 
in  experience,  that  is  a  point  the  Bill  will  have 
to  be  amended  upon.  We  have  discussed  it  on 
the  Labour  Bills  (Committee,  and  at  the  present 
time  I  confess  I  do  not  see  a  solution  of  that 
question.  We  hear  frequently  in  this  House 
of  the  strides  Germany  is  making  in  industries 
and  manufactures  as  opposed  to  other  nations. 
What  is  the  reason  7 

Mr.  BUGHAKAN.— Low  wages  and  long 
hours. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— No,  pardon  me.  The  honour- 
able member  does  not  know  anything  about  the 
German  industries. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Yes,  I  do. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  say  that  the  most  skilled 
industries  in  Germany,  in  regard  to  hours  and 
wages,  will  compare  most  favourably  with  the 
skilled  industries  in  England. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.- No. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— The  honourable  member  is 
certainly  wrong.  The  progress  of  Germany's 
industries  during  the  past  few  years  is  due 
more  to  the  tremendous  pains  she  has  taken 
to  produce  skilled  workmen  than  to  any  other 
factor.  She  has  no  superior  advantage  as 
compared  with  England  except  that  she  has 
bent  all  her  energies  towards  the  perfecting  of 
her  technical  institutions — towards  the  produc- 
tion of  highly  qualified  workmen;  and  she 
recognises  that  tne  nation  which  is  going  to 
rule  within  the  next  few  generations  is  the 
nation  that  knows  most  —  that  is  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  arts  of  production.  And  this 
Bill  means  —  it  may  be  only  a  suggestion  — 
that  this  Parliament  should  try  and  touch  the 
industries  of  this  colony  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  force  the  employers  of  labour  to  give  the 
country  skilled  workmen.  It  is  an  honest 
effort  to  deal  with  a  complicated  question.  It 
will  no  doubt  be  sometimes  evsbded  by  em- 
ployers of  labour;  it  will  fail,  probably,  in 
effecting  the  purpose  we  hope  to  effect.  Look 
at  its  provisions.  First  of  all  there  is  no  mini- 
mum term  of  apprenticeship ;  and  I  will  explain 
why.  It  was  recognised  by  the  Labour  Bills 
Committee  that  where  such  exact  subdivisions 
of  labour  exist  as  exist  in  nearlv  all  industries 
to-day  you  cannot  expect  a  boy  to  be  ap- 
prenticed for  five  years  to  learn  now  to  put  a 
sole  on  a  boot,  for  instance— and,  by  the  by,  a 
machine  is  now  putting  the  sole  on  itself. 
It  is  the  greatest  fallacy  to  try  and  shut  out 


machinery.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  colony — 
and  I  am  amazed  the  Government  has  not 
followed  it  in  the  Printing  Office — to  have  the 
most  modern  appliances  in  all  its  departments. 
It  is  folly  to  try  and  keep  back  improved 
mechanical  appliances,  because  it  is  to  them 
we  owe  the  luxuries  of  life  to-day,  and  that  the 
poorest  classes  to-day  are  enjoying  things  that 
only  were  possessed  by  the  wealthy  a  few  yeara 
ago.  I  am  not  here  to  say  a  word  against 
modern  improved  appliances ;  but  this  Bill 
recognises  that  in  some  subdivisions  of  labour 
a  long  term  of  apprenticeship  is  not  necessary ; 
and  says  that  in  the  case  of  girls  the  maximum 
shall  be  three  years,  and  that  of  boys  five  years. 
Then  it  provides  for  a  six-months*  probation. 
If  we  had  our  system  of  technical  education 
in  full  swing  the  cerm  of  probation  would  be 
largely  served  in  the  technical  schools ;  but  the 
Bill  provides  that  a  boy  may  be  employed  six 
months  before  he  is  indentured,  so  that  his 
particular  skill  may  be  ascertained.  It  goes  on 
to  try  and  solve  the  grave  problem  of  the 
living-wage ;  and,  if  the  Bill  proves  to  be  de- 
fective, in  Committee  amendments  can  be  made. 
And  the  whole  provisions,  as  far  as  adminis- 
tration is  concerned,  are  subject  to  the  Arbitra- 
tion Court — for  this  reason:  We  cannot  call 
the  representatives  of  every  industry  before 
Parliament  to  plead  their  own  cause.  The 
Arbitration  Court  has  within  it  the  representa- 
tives of  the  conflicting  interests — the  employer 
and  employed — and  expert  evidence  can  be  ad- 
duced in  every  dispute  that  comes  before  the 
Arbitration  Court.  I  admit  the  Arbitration 
Court  is  on  its  trial ;  it  may  have  been  used 
sometimes  in  a  way  that  may  have  caused 
unnecessary  friction :  but,  on  the  whole,  the 
labour  legislation  it  has  to  deal  with  has  been 
well  administered  by  the  Arbitration  Court, and» 
no  doubt,  in  the  administration  of  this  mea- 
sure, if  it  is  passed  into  law,  it  would  show  the 
same  amount  of  care  and  the  same  success  in 
administration  as  it  has  done  in  the  case  of 
other  Acts.  I  trust  the  Bill  will  pass  its- 
second  reading,  and  be  placed  on  the  statute- 
book. 

Mr.  PLATMAN  (Geraldine).— Sir,  I  do  not 
wish  to  occupy  the  House  for  more  than  five 
minutes,  but  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  like  to- 
give  a  silent  vote  on  this  Bill.  I  am  well 
aware  that  there  are  some  tradesmen  who  do 
not  like  the  Bill ;  but  I  consider— taking  it  as 
a  whole,  and  taking  the  town  and  country 
combined — that  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  that  it  will  benefit  a  great  many  more 
people  than  it  will  hurt.  I  fully  realise  that 
when  there  is  any  Bill  brought  forward  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  neople  it  is  generally  con- 
sidered to  be  studded  with  difficulties;  but  I 
think  we  should  overlook  that,  and  just  gaze 
back  for  a  moment,  and  consider  the  great 
number  of  Reform  Bills  which  have  been 
brought  in  in  our  lifetime,  and  the  prognosti- 
cations against  many  of  them  at  the  time  they 
were  brought  in,  and  the  good  results  after 
they  became  law.  We  have  lived  to  see  that, 
and  therefore  I  think  we  may  safely  say  there 
are  many  good  qualities  in  this  Bill  that  will  ba 
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adTantogeoua  to  a  large  portion  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand.  There  is  one  thing  that  the 
last  speaker  mentioned,  and  which  I  had  also 
on  my  notes:  I  was  wondering  what  a  boy 
would  do  from  the  time  of  leaving  sohooi  until 
he  is  eligible  for  an  apprenticeship  between  the 
age  of  thirteen  and  fourteen.  I  fully  recognise 
that  the  age  of  fourteen  is  early  enough  for  a 
boy  to  be  apprenticed,  but,  at  any  rate,  there  is 
a  year's  loss  practically  in  his  life  unless  his 
parents  can  afford  to  keep  him  at  school  until 
he  is  old  enough  to  be  apprenticed;  and  I 
think  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  boys 
and  girls  of  this  colony  if  they  could  remain  at 
school  until  they  were  fourteen  years  of  age. 
Bat  in  many  cases  parents  cannot  afiord  to  do 
that,  hence  the  necessity  of  providing  work  at 
all  stages  of  life.  Now,  Sir,  we  find  things 
have  improved  considerably  since  the  early  part 
of  this  century.  In  the  Old  Country  at  the  early 
part  of  this  century  it  was  often  the  case  that 
children  were  sent  from  the  workhouses  to  fac- 
tories in  droves.  I  say,  droves  of  boys  and 
girls  were  drafted  out  of  the  workhouses  and 
driven  along  the  roads  like  sheep  or  cattle, 
and  taken  to  the  factories  to  work,  and  at  that 
time,  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  stating  that 
these  children  were  asked  to  work  no  less  than 
twelve  hours  a  day.  The  sexes  were  all  mixed, 
with  their  bunks  in  the  one  room,  and  when 
one  gaug  went  to  work  the  other  gang  that  had 
just  knocked  off  turned  mto  the  bunks  which 
bad  just  heen  used  by  the  relieving  gang,  so 
the  bunks  were  never  cold.  That  was  the 
condition  of  things  at  the  beginning  of  this 
century,  and  we  see  what  great  strides  have 
been  made  since  then.  Sir,  we  should  be 
horror-struck  to  go  back  to  those  methods  at 
this  period.  I  think,  Sir,  what  we  should  do  is 
to  aim  at  progression,  and  not  attempt  to  go 
hack  in  any  form  whatever.  A  great  deal  has 
been  bald  as  to  what  the  Government  should 
do  in  the  case  of  their  employes,  and  what 
they  should  not  do,  but  I  think  I  am  correct  in 
stating  that  the  Government  are  paying  their 
apprentices  at  the  same  scale  as  is  proposed  to 
be  paid  in  clause  14  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Better. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— I  am  pleased  to<bear  the 
Premier  say  tbey  are  paid  better  than  the  scale 
laid  down  in  clause  14.  I  am  very  pleased  to 
hear  that.  The  question  of  premiums  seems  to 
be  a  stumbling-bfoek.  I  do  not  know  how  we 
can  arrange  that:  whether  we  should  put  a 
clause  in  the  Bill  prohibiting  premiums  being 
given  or  taken ;  but  then  they  would  possibly 
creep  in  in  some  other  way.  There  might  be  a 
certain  sum  given,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  prevent  or  discover  it.  However,  I  believe 
in  time  some  system  will  be  arrived  at  that 
will  overcome  that  point.  The  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata,  I  think  it  was,  was 
speaking  about  the  strides  that  had  been 
made  in  America  with  their  ploughs  and  other 
agricultural  implements,  and  so  on;  but  that 
honourable  gentleman  would  have  to  admit, 
if  he  saw  some  of  our  best  agricultural  shows, 
that  the  Yankees  could  not  beat  us  much  in 
the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements. 
Mr,  FUUman 


^a  Q  If  there  is  one  thing  that  this  colony 
shines  in  it  is  in  the  manufaotute 
of  agricultural  implements.  We  make  every- 
thing,  from  a  hoe  to  a  combine.  Some  of  the 
best  cultivators,  ploughs,  drills,  and  every  other 
implement  necessary  for  use  are  made  in  the 
colony  ;  but,  as  this  applies  specially  to  the 
South,  perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
not  noticed  this  fact.  Therefore  it  cannot  be 
said  that  we  are  not  progressing  in  New  Zea- 
land. But  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  said  we 
have  the  best  artisans  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
They  cannot  get  the  experience  here  that  they 
can  get  in  the  big  shipbuilding  and  other  yardB 
in  the  Old  Country.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be 
expected  that  our  tradesmen  can  stand  along- 
side of  those  who  are  duly  apprenticed  and 
brought  up  to  their  trade  at  Home.  There 
are,  of  course,  exceptional  cases.  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  anything  disparaging  of  our  artisans, 
but  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  can 
get  the  experience  here  that  men  can  get  in 
the  Old  Country,  and  possibly  the  best  of  our 
tradesmen  have  travelled  for  information.  As 
has  been  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City,  Mr.  Lewis,  there  ia 
no  minimum  .in  the  term  of  apprenticeship ; 
but  I  suppose  that  will  be  regulated  by  the 
Arbitration  Court,  or  by  some  other  method 
to  be  agreed  on.  I  think  some  one  suggested 
that  the  exemptions  should  be  expunged.  The 
exemptions  are,  I  believe,  necessary  in  some 
instances,  and  might  permit  youths  to  work, 
say,  for  twelve  months  without  being  appren- 
ticed. That  might  get  over  the  difficulty  in  a 
business  where  there  is  only  one  tradesman 
working.  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki).— At  this  late  hour 
of  the  night  I  must  apologize  for  rising  to 
make  a  few  remarks  in  connection  with  this 
Bill.  During  this  discussion  certain  very 
serious  charges  have  been  made  in  respect 
to  the  conduct  of  those  in  charge  of  the  Go- 
vernment Printing  Department.  The  Minis- 
ter in  charge  of  that  department  has  not 
thought  fit  to  reply  to  those  charges.  I  trust 
he  will  defend  nls  department  from  those 
charges.  There  appear  to  be  three  objects  in 
this  Bill.  One  is  to  make  it  imperative  that  no 
young  people  shall  be  employea  in  any  skilled 
industry  unless  they  are  indentured.  It  also 
provides  that  they  shall  be  taught  their  trade. 
I  think  it  is  very  desirable  that  steps  should 
be  taken  to  compel  emplovers  to  see  that 
the  young  people  employea  in  their  work- 
shops shall  be,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  in- 
structed in  the  trade  they  wish  to  learn. 
Then,  the  second  object  in  view  is  no  doubt 
to  compel  a  minimum  wage  to  be  paid  to 
those  wno  are  learning  a  trade.  Well,  so  far 
as  this  goes  I  think  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter 
to  provide  for,  because,  although  you  may 
enact  a  certain  rate  of  wages  shall  be  paid  to 
those  learning  a  trade,  still  it  is  very  easily  got 
over,  as  has  been  pointed  out  previously  this 
evening,  by  employers  demandmg  premiums  be- 
fore taking  apprentices.  The  third  object  which 
this  Bill  has  in  view,  and  which  to  my  mind  is 
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the  principal  olxieot  of  the  promoters  and  sup- 
porters of  this  Bill,  is  to  limit  the  nomber  of 
apprentices.  Well,  with  this  last  object  I  dis- 
agree entirely.  I  think  it  is  quite  absurd  that 
we  as  a  colony  should  be  paying  large  sums, 
and  propose  to  pay  still  larger  sums,  towards 
technioai  education,  and  at  the  same  time  say- 
ing our  young  people  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
learn  trades  if  they  wish  to.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  one  of  the  objects  the  promoters  of  this 
Bill  had  in  view  was  to  tiy  and  make  the 
tiades-unions  of  the  colony  a  dose  corporation, 
and  to  limit  the  number  who  shall  be  brought 
up  to  the  trades  which  these  unions  represent. 
How,  in  regard  to  the  minimum  wages  to  be 
paid  to  apprentices  under  this  Bill,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Oity,  Mr.  Holland, 
has  given  us  a  scale  of  payments  made  to  young 
people  learning  a  trade  in  Auckland,  and  this 
scale  is  in  excess  of  the  amount  provided  in 
the  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Membxb. — Very  much  less. 

Mr.  BROWN. — No,  they  are  generally  more 
than  is  proposed  in  the  Bill ;  but,  on  looking 
through  that  list  which  the  honourable  member 
has  given  us,  I  find  that  the  rates  paid  to 
apprentices  in  our  part  of  the  colony  are  nearly 
double  what  are  paid  in  Auckland,  and  there- 
fore I  really  think  this  scale  of  charges  in  this 
Bill  will,  as  a  general  rule,  have  very  little 
effect  indeed  in  raising  the  rates  of  wages 
paid  to  apprentices.  Then,  there  is  another 
matter  which  I  think  will  cause  a  good  deal 
of  friction,  although  it  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  Bill.  In  the  discussion  last  year  it  was 
stated  that  as  soon  as  an  apprentice  had  com- 
pleted hia  indentures  he  should  receive  a  cer- 
tificate from  his  employer  that  he  had  served 
his  indenture,  and  he  was  to  receive  whatever 
rate  of  pay  the  union  chose  to  fix  as  the  pay  of 
a  journeyman.  Well,  it  is  patent  to  every  one 
who  has  anything  to  do  with  tradesmen  thjkt 
a  lad  who  has  just  completed  his  indentures'is 
not  at  all  as  competent  as  a  man  who  has 
worked  for  several  years  at  his  trade.  In  fact, 
I  believe  it  is  a  better  plan  for  a  young  man,  as 
soon  as  he  has  completed  his  indentures,  to 
travel  and  go  elsewhere,  to  other  towns  and 
ottier  shops  in  the  colony,  to  pick  up  what  know- 
ledge he  can  in  these  shops,  and  improve  him- 
Bell ;  because  almost  every  shop  in  the  colony 
has  some  specialty,  and  a  youth  brought  up  in 
that  shop  may,  no  doubt,  be  quite  expert  in 
that  one  branch  of  his  trade,  and  by  going  to 
other  shops  he  can  pick  up  other  knowledge, 
and  BO  improve  himself  very  much  indeed. 
During  this  time  he  cannot  expect  to  receive 
as  much  wages   as  a  thoroughly  competent 


Mr.  McGUIRE  (Hawera).— Sir,  I  have  only 
a  few  words  to  say  on  this  Bill,  as  the  matter 
has  been  already  threshed  out.  I  have  listened 
to  the  arguments  which  have  been  adduced 
for  and  against  the  Bill  by  honourable  mem- 
bers, and  have  also  read  the  Bill  carefully,  and 
I  have  oome  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  very 
pernicious  Bill  —  one  hurtful  to  our  young 
people,  and  most  illiberal.  It  is  therefore 
my  intention  to  oppose  it  in  every  possible 


way,  for  the  reasons  before  stated.  I  will  be 
no  party  to  anything  that  will  prove  hurtful  to 
the  young  people  of  the  colony.  They  should 
have  a  fair  field.  I  will  oppose  any  measure  that 
will  tend  to  circumscribe  that  field.  Our  younff 
people  have  enough  to  contend  with,  and  I  wiU 
be  no  party  to  putting  obstacles  in  their  way, 
but  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  remove  such 
obstacles.  At  this  late  nour  I  do  not  propose 
to  say  anything  further  than  to  say  that  I  am 
opposed  to  this  Bill.  I  am  surprised  to  find 
such  a  Conservative  measure  introduced  by  the 
Bight  Hon.  Mr.  Seddon ;  but  I  am  well  aware 
that  the  trades-unions  have  the  loan  of  the 
Premier.  But  the  Premier  should  have  some 
consideration  for  our  young  people,  although 
they  have  no  votes. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura).— I  do  not  intend  to 
detain  the  House  very  much  longer,  nor  to 
detain  the  honourable  the  mover  from  reply- 
ing to  the  lengthy  debate  that  has  taken  place 
this  evening.  But  there  is  one  point  I  would 
like  to  sav  a  few  words  upon.  It  was  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Obristohurcb 
Oity,  Mr.  Taylor.  He  and  a  number  of  those 
who  preceded  him  appear  to  think  it  a  ground 
of  complaint  that  tne  old  condition  of  things 
had  passed  away — that  under  the  old  condition 
of  things  a  race  of  expert  workmen  had  come 
down  to  us  that  it  was  not  likely  this  present 
generation  would  produce  the  equal  of  unless 
we  endeavoured  in  some  manner  to  go  back 
to  the  condition  of  things  that  existed  in 
past  time.  If  I  represent  the  honourable  mem- 
ber rightly,  I  think  he  is  completely  wrons 
in  his  estimate  of  what  this  generation  and 
the  coming  generations  will  produce.  I  ad- 
mit that  if  you  go  in — at  least  I  have  the 
statement  of  honourable  members,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  the  case — if  you  go  into  the  fac- 
tories you  will  find  the  best  men  are  those  that 
were  trained  under  the  old  School ;  but  that 
is  not  to  say  that  the  present  condition  of 
matters  is  inferior  to  the  old.  The  reason,  I 
take  it,  is  this :  the  great  changes  that  have 
taken  place  of  recent  years,  and  these  changes 
have  been  so  very  extensive  that  the  whole 
field  has  been  altered,  and  those  who  are  at 
the  head  of  trades  are  those  who  were  trained 
under  the  old  order  of  things,  simply  becansot 
in  regard  to  those  who  are  trained  under  the 
present  order  of  things,  time  has  not  elapsed 
sufficient  for  them  to  be  at  the  top  of  the  tree 
— exactly  as  you  find  in  anything  else.  You 
find,  for  instance,  that  the  English  army 
attained  an  eminence  with  a  weapon  in  the 
field  known  as  the  "  old  brown  boss.''  I  sup- 
pose it  attained  an  eminence  and  a  name 
on  the  battle-field  that  it  has  never  excelled 
since.  Honourable  members  do  not  surely 
assert,  on  that  ground  we  are  likely  to  have 
fallen  back,  and  if-  battles  take  place  in  the 
future  our  men,  with  their  new  weapon,  are 
not  likely  to  repeat  the  conquests  that  they 
made  when  the  old  weapon  was  in  their  hands. 
Wait  until  the  time  has  c<ftne  for  the  test  to  be 
applied  before  you  assert  that.  It  is  exactly 
the  same  in  connection  with  the  industrial 
warfare  that  has   gone  on;  and  bonouzaUe 
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members  seem  to  think  that  tmless  by  this  Bill 
yon  get  the  apprentioes  taught  as  of  old  you 
will  not  have  them  properly  trained.  I  am  not 
able  to  throw  any  light  upon  it  from  the  field 
of  the  factory,  or  from  commercial  lines, 
but  perhaps  an  iliastration  from  other  oir- 
onmstanoes  altogether  will  assist  honour- 
able members  in  arriving  at  the  oonolu- 
sion  whioh  I  have  arrived  at,  that  that 
course  of  reasoning  is  erroneous.  Take  in  the 
highest  schools  in  our  land — take  in  oar  col- 
leges, where  yoo  have  some  classes  poorly  at- 
tended and  others  ver}i  largely  attended  —  it 
is  notorious  that  in  the  poorer  classes — that 
is,  in  attendance — where  yon  have  the  whole 
energies  and  abilities  of  the  best  professors 
and  instructors  in  the  country  immediately 
directed  on  to  the  instruction  of  a  few  pupils, 
you  do  not  get  anything  like  the  same  attain- 
ments in  the  students  as  you  get  in  a  class  of 
three  hundred,  four  hundred,  or  five  hundred 
students,  where  the  professor  never  comes  into 
contact  with  a  single  one  of  those  students. 
That  is  a  notorious  fact. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Both  classes  are  taught? 

Mr.  McNAB. — Both  classes  are  taught,  in 
this  sense :  that  where  the  number  of  students 
is  small  every  one  of  them  gets  personal  in- 
fitruction  from  the  professor,  but  where  the 
number  of  students  is  Ictfge  all  the  professor 
is  able  to  do  is  to  bring  the  means  of  in- 
etruction  within  their  sight,  within  their 
reach,  where  they  must  take  advantage  of  it 
to  the  best  of  their  ability.  In  place  of 
supplying  material  or  pabulum  to  them  in 
such  a  way  tbat  they  will  have  nothing  else 
to  do  but  assimilate  it — in  place  of  putting 
it  before  them  in  that  form  —  if  you  only 
bring  it  within  reach  of  them,  and  they 
have  to  go  to  some  trouble  in  order  to  get 
at  it,  provided  ample  facilities  are  brought 
within  their  reach,  you  obtain  infinitely  better 
results.  You  obtain  infinitely  better  results 
In  the  MedicaJ  School  of  Edinburgh,  where  the 
students  only  know  the  professors  by  seeing 
them  on  the  platform,  and  in  some  cases — 
though  I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  truth  of  it — 
where  a  section  never  even  listen  to  them,  you 
get  better  results  there  than  vou  do  from  profes- 
sors of  equal  ability  in  a  medical  school  in  New 
2iealand,  where  the  professor  comes  into  imme- 
diate contact  with  every  student.  The  best 
education  is  not  the  old  style  of  intimate  per- 
sonal contact,  but  the  unrestrained  supply  of 
facilities  for  obtaining  knowledge.  I  think  the 
same  rule  will  apply  in  the  case  of  workmen 
in  a  factory.  In  the  larger  factories  infinitely 
better  results  will  be  obtained  than  in  the  very 
small  ones,  where  the  apprentioes  come  into 
personal  contact  with  their  instructors,  under 
the  old  system  advocated  by  honourable  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  PIBANI  (Palmerston).— Sir,  I  hope  that 
this  session,  at  any  rate,  the  Government  are  in 
earnest  in  their  desire  to  pass  a  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bill,  ^r  years  past  we  have  been 
having  a  sort  of  process  of  evolution  in  con- 
nection with  these  Master  and  Apprentice 
measnres,  and  I  presume  that  the  Bill  as 
Mr,  McNah 


drawn  up  now  is  looked  npon  as  near  pezfao- 
tion.  Of  course,  there  is  still  considerable 
room  for  improvement  in  the  measure  as  Is 
stands,  but  1  firmly  believe  that  there  is  a 
necessity  for  some  measure  of  the  sort  in  con- 
nection with  the  factories  of  the  colony.  Ii 
has  often  been  urged  in  favour  of  our  system 
of  party  government  tbat  the  only  vray   to 

rs  certain  measures  through  Parliament  ia 
^  combining  the  forces  of  party  in  favour 
of  those  measures.  Now,  strange  to  saj, 
in  regard  to  the  measures  on  which  the  Go- 
vernment pride  themselves  most— in  regard  to 
the  labour  measures  of  late  years,  at  any  rate 
—  we  see  very  little  of  the  combination  of 
party  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the  measnrea 
through.  In  fact,  the  strongest  support  for 
the  labour  measures  of  the  Government  oomee 
from  those  who  are  not  considered  subservient 
enough,  from  a  party  point  of  view,  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  party  oancos ;  and  I  think  yon 
will  find  that  the  **  left  wing "  is  almost  the 
only  section  of  the  House  whioh  gives  a  whole- 
souled  support  to  progressive  labour  measurea. 
I  hope  that  this  year's  experience  will  not  be  as 
it  has  been  in  the  past,  and  that  some  maoh 
stronger  effort  will  be  made  to  place  this  law 
upon  the  statute-book  than  has  been  the  case 
in  the  past. 

Mr.  0 ARSON  (Wanganai).--I  have  listened 
very  attentively  to  this  lengthy  debate,  smd 
have  been  ezoeedinffly  interested— especially  as 
no  party  spirit  has  been  displayed — to  note  now 
divergent  have  been  the  views  expressed,  and 
how  strong  the  feeling  exhibited,  as  to  the 
probable  results  if  this  Bill  becomes  law.  On 
one  side  we  hear  that  it  is  fraught  vnth  immense 
blessings  to  the  youth  of  the  colony,  and  on  the 
other  that  it  is  charged  with  dire  disaster.  I 
wonder  if  it  will  have  either  of  these  eff.eots. 
Boiled  down,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Bill  simplv 
provides  that,  with  regard  to  sUlled  hand- 
crafts, where  boys  or  girls  are  employed,  the 
employer  must  teach  them  a  trade  or  a  braneh 
of  a  trade.  There  may  appear  to  be  a  difficulty 
about  defining  what  is  a  "  trade,"  but  the  Act 
provides  that  a  branch  of  a  trade  may  be 
taught.  It  provides,  too,  that  a  boy  or  a  giil 
shall  be  given  fair  wages— and  certainly  the 
wages  set  down  are  small  enough.  The  other 
point  is  that  the  number  of  apprentices  shall  be 
limited.    That  is  the  whole  of  the  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Mexbeb. — ^That  is  not  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  OARSON.— Yes;  the  Court  of  Arbi- 
tration  decides  it.  I  think  we  had  a  very  good 
suggestion  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Oity  (Mr.  Holland)  with  regard  to  the 
third  point,  the  number  of  apprentioes— that 
the  provisions  might  be  dropped  out,  and  that 
the  fact  of  the  employer  having  to  teach  a  boy 
a  trade,  and  the  further  fact  that  the  rate  of 
wages  is  fixed,  would  be  sufficient  to  limit  the 
number  of  apprentioes.  I  think,  therefore, 
there  is  little  to  fear  from  the  Bill,  and  I  shal 
support  it.  It  is  true  that  we  turn  out  oom- 
petent  tradesmen  now,  and  that  young  men 
have  gone  Home  who  have  acquitted  themselvea 
very  well ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  numbers  are 
turned  out  of  shops  and  factories  who  do  not 
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know  their  trades  at  all.  There  are  oompetent 
apprentices,  but  there  are  boys  in  shops  all 
over  the  country  who  after  a  few  years  drift 
away  and  go  "bush-whacking,"  never  having 
properly  learned  their  trade.  It  is  essential, 
to  my  mind,  that  in  skilled  handicrafts  boys 
shoold  be  taught  the  trade,  or  a  branch  of  the 
trade. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  (Premier).— 8ir,  I  may  say 
that  I  have  listened  very  attentively  to  what 
has  been  said  during  the  debate  respecting  tbis 
Bill,  and  I  must,  on  the  whole,  congratulate 
honourable  members  upon  the  earnest  atten- 
tion and  thought  that  has  been  given  to  the 
subject.  There  have  been  one  or  two  members 
who  went  out  of  their  way  to  attack  myself  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Gaversham ;  but,  as 
there  has  been  no  feeling  of  any  consequence  en- 
gendered, I  will  simply  say,  in  respect  to  one  of 
the  exceptions  I  referred  to,  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Oity  (Mr.  Orowtiier),  con- 
sidering his  age  and  experience,  should  have 
been  the  last  to  provoke  any  feeling.  If  that 
gentleman  would  only  sit  tight  and  hold  his 
tongue  be  would  be  taken  by  spectators  to  be 
the  Socrates  of  the  House ;  but,  unfortunately 
for  himself,  he  has  of  late  become  the  most 
talkative  member  of  the  House,  and  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  he  makes  long  speeches  upon 
subjects  be  knows  nothing  whatever  about. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— In  your  opinion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  any  sensible  person  reads 
the  honourable  gentleman's  speeches  the  effect 
wUl  be  for  him  to  wonder  how  and  by  what 
ohance  he  got  into  Parliament.  Now,  in  re- 
Bj^ct  to  this  matter,  I  admit  it  is  surrounded 
with  difficulties,  and  I  admit  we  are  experiment- 
ing; but  had  it  not  been  for  experiments  where 
would  the  world  be  to- day  ?  Of  necessity,  there 
must  be  a  certain  amount  of  risk.  When  we 
legislate  on  matters  affecting  the  pastoral  or 
the  agricultural  Interests  of  our  colony,  who 
guides  Parliament  in  respect  to  those  matters  ? 
IB  it  not  the  members  on  our  Stock  Committee 
and  our  Waste  Lands  Oommittee  ?  They  have 
relegated  to  them  all  subjects  affecting  the 
particular  pursuit  in  which  they  are  engaged, 
and  have  a  special  knowledge  thereof.  Do 
not  honourable  members  attach  great  weight  to 
the  utterances  of  those  who  are  engaged  in 
and  concerned  with  those  callings  ?  We  do,  of 
neoessity,  because  we  feel  that  they  understand 
the  subject  upon  which  they  are  advising  us. 
So,  in  respect  to  these  labour  matters,  I  say 
that  we  must  be  guided  to  a  great  extent  by 
those  who  make  a  special  study  of  it,  and 
whose  special  duty  it  is  to  serve  and  oonserve 
the  interests  of  those  with  whom  they  toil.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  in  the  large 
oentres  of  population,  and  where  you  have 
organized  labour,  the  whole  organization  sup- 
ports the  passing  of  this  measure.  I  shall  be 
told  that  there  are  some  country  districts  where 
they  are  opposed  to  this  measure.  Now,  in 
the  country  districts  I  take  it  for  granted  they 
do  not  feel  the  evils  which  exist  under  our 

{»resent  system  of  industrial  conditions  in  the 
arge  centres,  and,  that  being  the  case,  I  would 
not  expect  much  to  be  said  either  for  or  against 


the  measure  in  the  country  districts.  I  know 
that  in  the  country  districts  prejudices  are 
established  through  the  persons  who  bring 
about  these  prejudices  not  understanding 
the  subject  themselves  ;  for  instance,  take  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden. 
Why,  Sir,  he  told  us  here  to-night  that  no  one 
in  a  country  district  would  be  able  to  instruct 
even  his  son— that  there  would  not  be  atiy 
apprentices  in  the  country,  and  that  the  Bill 
meant  absolute  prohibition.  I  say,  Sir,  that 
it  means  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  village 
blacksmith  will  have  his  apprentice,  the  vil- 
lage wheelwright  will  have  his  apprentice,  just 
as  though  this  Act  was  never  passed  at  all ;  and 
what  is  there  to  cause  disputes  between  the 
village  blacksmith  and  the  village  wheelwright? 
Why,  they  would  not  take  a  dispute  to  the 
Arbitration  Court  to  settle  whether  the  black- 
smith, in  doing  his  country  work,  should  have 
two  apprentices  and  the  wheelwright  one.  I 
say  it  18  overdrawn  pictures  of  this  kind  that 
lead  me  to  believe  that  the  member  himself 
is  somewhat  prejudiced ;  because,  speaking  as  I 
do  from  an  experience  of  the  countrv  districts, 
I  unhesitatingly  say  that  this  Bill  would 
not  afiect  the  matter  one  way  or  another,  aod 
certainly  not  affect  detrimentally  the  appren- 
tice or  the  employer  in  the  country  districts. 
Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  admitted  to  be  the  case 
that  there  are  a  large  number  of  youths  of  both 
sexes  who  have  been  taken  on  on  probation, 
and,  after  having  served  a  certain  time,  and 
being  kept  in  a  state  of  expectancy,  have  been 
told  after  a  time— and  perhaps  they  have 
proved  proficient- that  they  will  be  taken  on 
and  be  paid  remuneration,  and  then  they  have 
been  turned  adrift  without  being  apprenticed. 
I  say  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  girls  who  are 
taken  on  in  these  dressmaking  establishments 
— and  out  of  whom  twelve  months*  service  is 
taken,  and  deliberately  taken,  without  any 
intention  of  paying  them  for  their  work  at  all 
—90  per  cent,  of  these  are  the  children  of  poor 
parents,  and  there  may  be  10  per  cent,  of  the 
class  mentioned  as  having  been  sent  to  learn 
something  of  a  trade  that  will  fit  them  for 
after-life.  Now,  what  about  the  90  per  cent.  ? 
What  becomes  of  them?  After  having  been 
twelve  months  at  the  trade  they  are  simply 
spoiled.  They  have  had  expectations  raised; 
their  parents  have  made  great  sacrifices  for 
them :  but  lots  of  them  have  their  lives  blasted 
through  this  one  fault  in  the  industrial  system. 
I  simply  say  that  if  we  only  pass  a  law  that 
woula  prevent  that  state  of  things  occurring  il 
would  oe  a  wise  thing  to  do,  and  we  should  do 
it.  Even  the  honourable  member  for  Dnnedin 
City  (Mr.  Sligo)  admits  that  this  evil  is  in  our 
midst,  and,  if  it  exists,  should  we  not  cope  with 

1 Q  on    ^^  ^    ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^y  pi^ftotioable  by  this 
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great  service  to  the  parents  and  to  the  youths 
in  the  oolony.  Now,  are  we  to  allow  it  to 
go  on?  I  say.  No.  I  will  now  deal  with 
the  question  raised  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Sligo)  — namely, 
that  the  passing  of  this  legislation  will  have 
the  effect   of    throwing   out  of   employment 
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a  large  namber  of  oar  youths.  I  meet  that 
at  ODoe  by  saying  that  the  basis  that  he 
worked  upon  is  fallaoious.  It  is  asserted  there 
are  so  many  ohildren  leaving  school  every  year. 
I  admit  this  to  be  so ;  but  it  does  not  follow, 
perforce,  beoause  there  are  a  number  leaving 
school  every  year  that  the  whole  of  them  are  to 
go  into  the  factories.  Nothing  of  the  kind.  A 
large  percentage  of  them  will  go  into  other 
pursuits,  as  they  do  at  the  present  time ;  and 
if  it  has  a  restricting  influence,  and  causes  a 
diversion,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that 
they  are  to  be  out  of  employment,  and  thrown 
out  upon  the  world  with  no  means  of  earning  a 
livelihood.  Under  our  existing  conditions,  as 
I  contend,  they  are  taken  and  put  to  work, 
and  are  led  to  believe  thev  will  be  taught 
trades,  and  their  parents  maJke  great  sacrifices 
for  years  for  them  in  the  vain  hope  that  sub- 
sequently they  will  be  first-class  tradesmen, 
and  able  to  help  their  parents  in  their  old 
age.  But  after  that  sacrifice  has  been  made 
the  parent  finds  that  at  twenty-one  or  twenty- 
two  the  son  is  oast  upon  their  hands  in  a  worse 
position  than  he  would  have  been  if  he  had  gone 
to  what  he  ultimately  would  have  to  take  up. 
I  say  it  is  in  this  that  the  whole  danger  at  the 
present  time  lies.  Then  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  kind  of  tradesmen  we  turn  out 
in  this  colony.  My  answer  is  that  both  opin- 
ions are  right.  We  see  very  good  tradesmen  in 
some  instances  turned  out,  but  the  great  bulk 
of  them  are  very  indifferent  tradesmen.  Now, 
it  has  been  said  that  if  we  pass  this  law  it  will 
encourage  the  premium  system.  But  the 
premium  system  exists  now,  and  it  has  existed 
lor  years.  I  sav.  Sir,  that  some  of  the  youths 
we  have  heard  so  much  extolled  as  having 
become  perfect  tradesmen  are  those  who  have 
paid  premiums,  and  have  been  indentured,  and 
the  employer  was  bound  under  contract  to  teach 
them  their  trades. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — For  payment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes ;  he  did  not  pay  them 
wages.  Gases  have  come  under  my  own  notice 
where,  on  being  interviewed,  the  employer  said, 
'*  Yes;  for  £50  I  will  turn  him  out  a  tradesman, 
hut  I  must  have  him  for  five  years.*'  And  the 
indenture  is  drawn  up,  and  he  eventually  turns 
him  out  a  tradesman ;  and  that  is  one  of  the 
tradesmen  we  have  heard  extolled  to-night. 
But  then  I  ask  honourable  members  to  give 
this  their  serious  consideration:  What  be- 
oomes  of  the  lads  whose  parents  cannot  pay 
the  £50  ?  You  can  see  for  yourselves  in  every 
shop  where  the  premium  system  obtains  what 
the  result  is.  I  could  go  to  a  shop  and  show 
you  lads  who  have  been  there  for  months  and 
months,  kept  at  the  same  drudgery,  and  not 
learning  their  trade ;  and  you  will  see  other  lads 
taken  from  one  branch  to  the  other,  until 
ultimately  they  are  fitted  to  go  Home  — for 
many  of  them  are  sent  Home  by  the  parents 
who  can  afford  it  to  finish  —  and  then  you 
will  afterwards  find  them  chief  engineers  or 
engineers  in  our  mercantile  service. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— This  Bill  will  not  alter 
that. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say  this  Bill  will  make 
Mr.Stddon 


the  master  careful  in  seeing  that  he  has  under- 
taken a  oontraot  to  give  a  trade  to  lads  in  his 
shop,  and  will  stop  what  has  been  going  on  for 
some  time  past.  A  large  number  of  lads  have 
been  taken  advantage  of,  and  after  four  to  six 
years*  service  it  is  only  a  chance— and  tiie 
chance  is  very  much  against  them — as  to 
whether  they  obtain  employment  at  their 
trade.  It  is  to  meet  this  that  those  con- 
nected with  our  industrial  life  urge  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Bill.  Ninety  per  cent,  of  those 
engaged,  and  their  children,  are  in  favour  of  it, 
and  should  we  not  give  them  the  opportunity  7 
Our  laws  are  not  like  those  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians.  If  we  find  that  by  this  experiment 
we  are  likely  to  injure  our  youth  or  our  em- 
ployers, or  the  industries,  we  can  retrace  oar 
footsteps;  but,  as  has  been  said,  every  argu- 
ment that  has  been  used  against  this  Bill  has 
been  used  against  all  our  legislation  ;  and  can 
any  honourable  member  show  a  case  in  which 
we  have  been  called  upon  to  retrace  our  foo^ 
steps  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— What  about  the  Shipping 
and  Seamen's  Bill  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — I  know  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  feels  very  keenly  on  thai 
point,  and  he  is  correct,  but  only  to  a  limited 
extent.  But  even  to  that  extent  it  is  not  the 
action  of  the  Legislature — it  is  not  the  law ;  it 
is  because  those  who  have  the  control  of  oar 
shipping  have  taken  on  themselves  to  make  a 
law  unto  themselves,  and  have  frustrated  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature.  That  is  the  posi- 
tion as  regards  the  Shipping  and  8eamen*B  Act. 
Now,  in  regard  to  another  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion :  We  have  had  meetings  of  the  induatriai 
associations,  representing  the  employers'  side  of 
this  and  other  labour  questions.  We  have  had 
within  the  last  few  dajs  the  Builders*  Assooia- 
tion  meeting  in  Wellington,  and  these  repre- 
sentatives formed  a  deputation  and  came  to 
me  in  respect  to  this  very  legislation  which  so 
many  members  Me  concerned  about  to-night. 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  never  met  men  more 
reasonable,  or  whose  contentions  were  so  well 
founded.  They  did  not  complain  and  say  thety 
would  be  ruined  if  we  passed  the  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — They  have  not  got  any. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  have  all  got  appren- 
tices ;  each  one  has  an  apprentice  to  the  Daild- 
ing  trade.  Does  the  honourable  member  tell 
me  there  are  no  apprentices  now  ?  What  is  it 
they  require?  They  require  that  as  regards 
rates  of  payment  there  shall  be  a  difference  of 
some  5  per  cent,  on  each  proposed  inorease. 
That  is  all  they  ask.  Then,  they  ask  that  the 
decision  of  the  Arbitration  Oourt  in  regard  to 
the  number  of  apprentices  shall  apply  to  the 
provincial  districts  instead  of  the  whole  colony, 
as  they  say  different  conditions  exist  in  different 
districts.  These  are  all  the  objections  raised  by 
the  Builders'  Association.  And  who  are  affeotea 
by  this  legislation  if  it  was  to  have  the  effeol 
honourable  members  said  it  was  to  have» 
I  say  that  between  the  employers  on  the  one 
side  and  the  employes  on  the  other,  taking 
this  as  a  typioal  case,  what  is  there   to   be 
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afraid  of?  Now  we  come  to  the  Indnstrial 
AsBooiation.  That  associatioD,  so  soon  as  it 
was  stated  that  the  question  of  the  nomber 
of  apprentioes  was  to  oe  decided  by  the  Con- 
ciliation Board  and  the  Arbitration  Court,  have 
practically  said  they  had  no  serious  objection 
to  offer  to  the  present  Bill.  I  say,  therefore, 
if  we  get  both  parties  interested  in  the  legis- 
lation, and  find  they  have  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion, there  can  be  no  harm  in  trying  the  experi- 
ment. Greater  stress  is  laid  on  this  Bill  by 
the  unionists  than  on  any  other  of  our  labour 
Bills,  and  under  these  circumstances,  whilst 
it  is  not  objected  to  by  the  employers,  and  is 
pressed  for  so  keenly  by  the  employ6s>  I  ask 
honourable  members  to  leave  those  who  are 
▼itally  affected  to  be  judges  of  the  case,  and 
for  us  to  pus  the  Bill.  Kow,  it  has  been 
alleged  to-night  that  there  had  been  no  peti- 
tions in  favour  of  this  Bill.  I  think  it  was 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden  who  made 
a  very  strong  point  of  the  fact  that  there  has 
been  no  agitation  and  no  petition  for  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Bill.  If  the  honourable  member 
will  carry  his  memory  back  he  will  find  he  is 
wrong.  Agitation  took  place,  petitions  were 
received,  and  we  passed  a  similar  Bill  in  pre- 
vious sessions.  The  House  of  Representatives 
~the  House  in  which  sit  those  who  represent 
the  people— passed  this  Bill,  and  passed  it 
in  a  much  more  drastic  form  than  it  is  in 
now.  It  was  passed  in  its  present  shape  by 
the  House  last  year  almost  unanimously, 
and  was  reiected  in  another  place.  I  therefore 
say  that  the  unionists  themselves  more  par- 
ticularly wish  the  passing  of  this  legislation. 
They  naturally  came  to  the  conclusion  there 
was  no  necessity  to  petition  a  House  composed 
of  the  same  members  as  had  almost  unani- 
mously passed  the  Bill  previously.  1  say  that 
the  BUI  was  shelved  in  another  place.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  that  was  so ;  and, 
if  it  was  not  so,  how  is  it  that  it  is  not  law  ? 

Captain  BU8SELL.— It  was  sent  up  too  late. 

Mr.  SEDDGN.— Then,  for  the  same  reason, 
why,  this  session,  should  we  not  send  it  up  at 
once  ?  I  am  rather  surprised  myself  that  the 
honourable  member  should  have  put  himself 
in  that  position. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  am  trying  to  keep 
yon  out  of  a  hole. 

Mr.  SEDDGN.— Gf  course,  I  know  what  the 
honourable  member  means  when  he  says  he 
is  desirous  of  keeping  me  out  of  a  hole.  I 
have  had  a  little  experience  in  my  time,  and  I 
know  in  our  political  warfare  what  that  really 
means;  but  I  do  not  want  to  give  the  slightest 
ground  for  it  to  be  again  said — as  has  been 
used  against  me  by  some  of  our  own  friends 
and  some  on  the  other  side — that  the  Govern- 
ment and  myself  were  not  in  earnest  with 
refpeot  to  this  legislation.  I  have  been  asked 
why  I  left  the  passing  of  this  Bill  so  late  last 
leesion.  I  say  it  is  unreasonable  to  lay  that 
charge  against  me,  knowing  that  for  147  hours 
I  sat  at  that  table  trying  to  pass  the  Gld-age 
Pensions  Bill,  which  I  was  bound  to  do,  as  it 
was  practically  legislation  in  favour  of  the 
-workers,  and  applied  to  the  whole  of  the.  poor 
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people  of  the  colony;  and  I  never  expected,, 
seeing  that  this  BiU  was  being  unanimously 
supported  in  the  House,  that  it  would  be- 
set aside  or  held  over  in  another  place.. 
That,  Sir,  is  the  explanation.  And  I  think  the 
honourable  member,  whatever  his  desires  may 
be  this  session,  will  admit  that  last  session  he 
did  his  best  to  put  me  in  a  hole  by  blocking 
business ;  and  now  that  he'  has  seen  the  error 
of  his  ways,  and  is  not  prepared  to  do  it  again, 
all  I  can  say  is,  I  am  pleased  to  accept  his  as- 
surance and  assistance.  I  think  I  have  dealt 
with  all  the  arguments  against  the  Bill  on  the 

Sounds  I  have  stated.  But  there  was  a  charge 
id  against  us  that  in  regard  to  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Gffice  one  of  the  Commissioners 
stated  that  they  found  in  the  Printing  Gffice 
a  number  of  youths  who  had  attained  their 
majority  who  had  been  taught  nothing,  and 
that  they  had  been  taken  on  under  the  as- 
sumption that  they  would  be  taught.  I  be- 
lieve what  the  honourable  member  stated  was 
correct,  but  that  was  some  years  ago.  That  was 
carrying  out  what  had  been  a  vicious  system, 
and  it  was  only  brought  to  light  when  that 
investigation  took  place.  As  a  result  of  that 
investigation  those  youths  were  taken  in  hand, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  the  defect  of  the  past 
has  been  rectified,  and  justice  has  been  done 
to  them.  I  say,  if  you  want  to  find  that  con- 
dition of  affairs  disclosed  by  a  commission  of 
investigation,  go  through  the  workshops  of  the 
colony,  and  you  will  find  the  same  thing  exist- 
ing; and  that  is  all  the  more  reason  why, 
either  as  regards  Government  or  private  em- 
ployers, there  is  a  necessity  for  passing  this 
Bill.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura  so  illogical  to-night.  I 
have  never  heard  a  more  illogical  speech 
since  I  have  been  in  this  House.  The  honour- 
able member  says  that  a  student  amongst 
three  or  four  hundred  who  simply  has  the 
information  put  within  his  grasp— he  said  that 
student  became  the  xAost  proficient.  In  fact, 
he  said  that  in,  I  think,  Glasgow  or  Edinburgh 
the  best  and  the  brightest  ornaments  in  the 
professions  were  those  who  only  just  got  a 
glimpse  occasionally  of  the  professors. 

Mr.  McNAB.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDGN.— If  the  honourable  member 
will  read  his  proof  he  will  see  that  what  I  say 
is  correct.  At  any  rate,  that  .is  what  I  under- 
stood the  honourable  member  to  say. 

Mr.  McNAB.— Do  not  argue  upon  it  if  it  is 
wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDGN.— I  understood  the  honour- 
able member  to  say  that  the  less  the  attention 
paid  to  the  students  in  such  cases  the  more 
proficient  were  the  students.  I  wish  to  tell 
him  there  is  a  difference  even  in  the  profes- 
sions. The  logical  sequence  of  his  argument 
was  that  we  should  take  a  boy  Into  a  fitting- 
shop,  let  him  see  the  foreman  and  the  ma^ 
chinery,  and,  perforce,  he  becomes  a  skilled 
engine- fitter.  Let  us  take  the  medical  profes- 
sion. If  the  student  had  not  the  subjects  to 
practise  upon,  and  somebody  to  supervise  and 
instruct  him,  he  would  never  make  a  good 
surgeon. 
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Mr.  TAYLOB.— What  about  the  political  pro- 
fession ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  has  to  pick  it  up,  and 
get  a  smattering,  as  you  have  done.  He  must 
piok  up  lessons,  as  you  are  doing  now.  I  must 
nay  this :  that  I  have  not  in  the  course  of  this 
deoate— and  I  did  not  in  my  opening  speech 
— say  one  single  word  to  cause  irritation. 
I  believe,  Sir,  there  is  a  necessity  for  passing 
this  law.  I  have  endeavoured  to  impress  it 
upon  members.  I  feel  sure  that  it  is  necessary, 
and  in  Committee  I  shall  be  prepared  to  accept 
reasonable  modifications  if  good  grounds  be 
ahown  therefor.  I  have  no  wish  to  jeopardize 
the  Bill.  I  want  to  make  it  as  perfect  as 
possible ;  and  I  hope  that  will  ever  be  the  cekse, 
instead  of  having,  as  in  the  past,  employer  and 
employed  at  each  other's  throats.  It  is  by 
legislation  of  a  moderate  character  that  we  will 
prevent  this,  so  that  reason  and  not  force  shall 
apply.  I  say,  in  this  case  I  am  appealing  to 
the  reason  of  honourable  members  on  behalf 
of  those  particularly  interested,  who  form  so 
large  a  proportion  of  our  population,  and  who 
love  their  children,  and  have  as  great  an  in- 
terest in  their  children's  welfare  as  the  more 
favoured  of  our  population.  They  deem  it  to 
be  in  the  interests  of  themselves  and  their 
children  that  the  Bill  should  be  passed,  and 
under  these  circumstances  I  hope  it  will  be- 
come law. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura).— Sir,  I  wish  to  make 
a  personal  explanation.  What  I  said  was  that 
the  best  results  were  got  in  university  instruc- 
tion in  classes  which  were  so  large  that  the 
individual  student  never  came  in  contact  with 
the  professor ;  and  that  in  those  classes  where 
email  numbers  enabled  personal  contact  of  the 
closest  nature  the  results  were  always  inferior 
to  those  where  the  classes  were  so  great  that  a 
great  number  of  the  students  liever  did  more 
than  see  the  professor  operating  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—The  honourable  gentleman 
has  exactly  borne  out  my  contention. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  36. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

La  wry 

Pirani 

Oadman 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Gamcross 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  R. 

Stevens 

Crowther 

McNab 

Steward 

Duncan 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Fisher 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Flatman 

Montgomery 

Ward 

Hall- Jones 

Morrison 

Wilson. 

Hogg 
Holland 

O'Meara 

TelUrs. 

O'Regan 

Hutcheson,  J. 

Joyce 

Parata 
Noes,  19. 

Taylor. 

Bollard 

Lethbridge 

Sligo 

Brown 

Lewis 

Thompson,  B. 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Graham 

McLeaji 

Guinness 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Herries 

Moore 

McGuire 

Lang 

KuBsell 

Monk. 

Paths. 


For. 
Carson 
Field 
Gilfedder 
Eaihau 
Kelly 
Millar 
Pere. 


Agairui. 
RoUeston 
Wright 
Lamaoh 
Hunter 
Hutchison,  G. 
Wason 
Fraser. 


Majority  for,  16. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  18th  August,  1898, 


First  Beading— Thelftte  Sir  F.  D.  Bell— Mary  Caroline 
MoNamara  —  Hukatere  Settlers  —  Coastal  Snr- 
vey— Workmen's  Wages  Act— Nelson  Harbour- 
District  Jadge  Kettle- Paeroa-Waihi  Bailway 
—Country  around  Wanganui  Biver— Thermal 
Springs— Fublio  Libraries'  Subsidiee— Waitaxa 
Deaths  Begistration- Turuturamoksi  Reserve— 
Auckland-Henderson  Bailway— Homes  for  Work- 
ing-men  near  Auckland— James  McAnlifle— Stock 
Beserre— Oysters  and  other  Shell-flsh— School 
for  Dairy  Instruction  —  Early  History  of  the 
Colony— State  Farms  and  Industrial  Settlemt  ' 
—Financial  Statement— Noxious  Weeds  Bill. 


Mr.  Spbaksb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Rating  Bill. 

THE  LATE  SIR  F.  D.  BELL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  to  annoanoe  to  the 
House  that  I  have  received  the  following  letters 
from  Mrs.  Scobie  Mackensie,  a  daughter,  and 
Mr.  A.  D.  Bell,  a  son,  of  the  late  Sir  Francis 
Dillon  Bell  :— 

"Melness,  8th  Angaat,  1898. 

**Deab  Sib,— I  have  to  acknowledge  with 
deep  gratitude  copy  of  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  death 
of  my  father.  The  resolution  will  be  held  as 
my  most  valued  possession,  and  handed  down 
after  my  death  to  my  children. — I  remain,  &c., 
"  JsssT  A.  Sgobib  Mackenzie. 

**  The  Hon.  the  Speaker, 

House  of  Representatives." 

"  Shag  Valley  Station, 
Waihemo,  8th  August,  1898. 

"SiB,— I  have  had  the  honour  to  raoeive 
your  exceedingly  kind  and  gracious  letter  in 
which  you  endiose  to  me  a  copy  of  the  raaola- 
tion  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
expressive  of  the  House's  sense  of  the  public 
services  rendered  by  my  late  father.  Sir  Iranois 
Dillon  Bell,  and  of  its  sympathy  with  his 
family.  I  most  gratefully  appreciate  these 
expressions  on  the  part  of  the  House ;  and  the 
thoughtful  kindness  which  has  enabled  each 
son  and  daughter  of  the  late  statesman  lo 
become  possessed  of  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
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in  question  will  be  held  in  warm  remembrance 
by  us  all.  Your  own  letter  will  be  no  lees 
highly  valued,  coming  from  so  old  a  friend  of 
my  father's  and  so  high  a  public  officer ;  and  I 
fael  unable  adequately  to  express  to  you  the 
gratitude  I  feel  for  the  record  tou  have  placed 
in  our  hands  of  your  friendship  and  regard  for 
him.— I  have,  Ac,  ••  A.  D.  Bbll. 

"  The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives,  Wellington." 

Mr.  8BDD0N.— Imove,  That  these  letters  be 
entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MARY  CAROLINE  McNAMARA. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  Public  Petitions  M  to  Z  Com- 
mitttee  on  the  petition  of  Mary  Caroline 
McNamara,  praymg  that  she  might  be  granted 
a  compassionate  allowance  on  account  of  the 
death  of  her  late  husband,  who  was  for  many 
years  employed  in  the  Qovernment  Printing 
Office.  He  moved,  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  referred  to  the  Government  for 
•consideration. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  moved,  That  the 
report  be  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  report  read,  to  the 
effect  that  the  Conmiittee  were  of  opinion  that 
the  petition  should  be  referred  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  consideration. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  did  not  want  to  spend 
much  time  over  this  matter,  but  he  thonght  it 
was  necessary  that  a  word  should  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  claims  of  the  petitioner.  Now, 
many  members  would  remember  that  a  couple 
of  years  ago  inquiry  was  held  into  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Government  Printing  Office,  or 
into,  rather,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office ;  and,  although  not  aa  an 
immediate  result  of  that  inquiry,  but  as  a  re- 
sult of  supplementary  charges  made  after  the 
termination  of  that  inquiry,  the  Government 
Printer  was  dismissed  from  his  position,  or 
was  allowed  to  retire  without  compensation. 
7he  three  printers  who  made  the  charges,  or, 
Tather,  who  represented  the  majority  of  the 
men  who  made  the  charges,  were  also 
dismissed  from  their  positions  in  the  office, 
because  they  dared  to  make  charges  which 
were  undoubtedly  to  a  very  large  extent 
justified  by  the  dismissal  of  the  officer.  One 
of  the  men  dismissed  was  the  husband  of 
the  petitioner ;  and  he  knew  the  man  per- 
sonally as  a  fellow  -  mechanic  for  very  many 
years,  and  he  knew  that  the  effect  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  inquiry  ^as  carried  on, 
and  the  effect  of  dismissing  him  from  his 
permanent  employment  in  the  office,  had  a 
Tery  great  deal  to  do  with  the  hastening  of 
the  disease  from  which  Mr.  McNamara  was 
suffering.  He  wished  to  make  no  charges  at 
all  against  the  department  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  but  he  trusted  the  Government  would 
take  this  into  consideration  when  they  were 
dealing  with  the  petition. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  in  charge  of 
Printing  Office)  said  he  was  much  surprised,  in 
ceading  through  the  petition  which  had  been 


S resented  to  the  House  on  behalf  of  Mrs. 
[cNamara,  to  see  this  question  of  the  charges 
made  against  the  late  Government  Printer,  and 
which  a  Commission  inquired  into,  so  largely 
embodied  in  that  petition.  They  all  had  sym- 
pathy with  any  woman  who  was  left  with  a 
young  family  to  provide  for,  and  very  little 
means  wherewith  to  keep  them  ;  but  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  those  who  drafted  that 
petition  for  her  were  taking  a  course  which 
could  not  be  to  her  advantage. 
Mr.  PIRANI.— Why  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  he  would  ffive  one 
instance.  It  was  stated  in  that  petition  that 
the  work  which  devolved  on  the  late  Mr. 
McNamara  in  keeping  together  the  witnesses 
in  connection  with  that  inquiry  injured  his 
health.  Now,  there  were  thirty-seven  charges 
made  against  the  late  Government  Printer.  It 
was  true  that  the  three  men — Messrs.  Carson, 
McNamara,  and  Jenkins — were  deputed  by  the 
office  staff  to  lay  certain  complaints  against 
Mr.  Costall,  but  only  so  far  as  they  related  to 
some  of  the  charges  in  regard  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  office,  and  they  were  only  a  very 
few  of  the  charges.  Later  on,  on  their  own 
responsibility,  these  three  men  increased  the 
number  of  charges  against  the  Government 
Printer,  and  they  also,  on  their  own  motion, 
brought  charges  ageJnst  the  morality  of  the 
Government  Printer — some  twenty- two  charges, 
which  were  heard  before  the  Commission. 
Now,  so  far  as  all  those  charges  relating  to 
the  office  were  concerned,  there  were  fifteen 
charges,  and  of  these  fifteen  charges  four  were 
abandoned  b^  the  men  who  appeared  before 
the  Commission,  eight  were  not  sustained,  and 
only  three  of  them  were  partly  proved ;  and  to 
give  an  instance  of  what  were  the  charge^ 
partly  proved,  he  would  relate  one.  One  of 
the  employes  of  the  office,  a  young  fellow, 
applied  for  promotion,  and  he  was  advised  by 
the  Ministerial  head  of  his  department  to  s^nd 
in  a  written  application,  stating  his  claims  for 
promotion,  through  the  Government  Printer. 
He  handed  the  letter  to  the  Government 
Printer  just  about  a  week  before  the  House 
met— he  thought  in  1894,  or  1895.  This  letter, 
— through  pressure  of  work,  the  Government 
Printer  said — lay  upon  his  table  a  week  before 
he  sent  it  on.  That  was  one  of  the  charges 
proved  against  the  Government  Printer  at  that 
time.  Now,  it  was  proved  in  evidence  that 
this  young  fellow  had  suffered  no  loss  on 
account  of  the  delay  in  sending  on  that  letter, 
because  up  to  the  time  of  the  Commission 
sitting  he  had  not  received  the  promotion  he 
appliMl  for.  Well,  then  there  were  twenty- 
two  charges  of  immorality.  Of  these  six  were 
abandoned  and  sixteen  of  them  were  not 
proved.  This  had  done  away  with  the  whole 
of  these  charges,  so  far  as  the  Government 
Printer  was  concerned.  Now,  there  was  a 
Conmiission  set  up,  and  when  the  Commission 
had  completed  their  work  some  honourable 
members  wished  to  have  the  report  of  the 
Commission  printed ;  but  he  did  not  think  it 
wise  to  print  it,  and,  after  consultation  with 
some  members  of    the  House  who  had  had 
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ftn  opportunity  of  perusing  the  report,  it  was 
generally  agreed  that  the  report  should  not  be 
printed.  But  there  was  an  additional  report 
urom  Dr.  Giles  on  the  one  side,  and  two  other 
members  of  the  Commission  on  the  other.  He 
would  give  the  House  what  Dr.  Giles  said  in 
oonneoiion  with  that  report,  beoause  one  of 
the  reasons  stated  in  tnis  petition  is  that 
this  man's  health  was  injured  on  account  of 
having  to  keep  together  the  witnesses  who  had 
appeared  before  the  Commission.    Dr.  Giles 

(•I  cannot  feel  that  our  work  is  complete 
without  some  notice  of  the  general  character  of 
the  charges  into  which  it  has  been  our  business 
to  inquire,  and  of  the  principles  upon  which 
they  have  been  made  and  formulated.  But, 
inasmuch  as  in  this  I  am  not  fortunate  enough 
to  have  the  concurrence  of  my  colleagues,  I 
offer  the  following  remarks  as  the  expression  of 
my  own  opinion  only. 

'*  In  the  first  place,  it  has  to  be  noticed  that, 
for  the  larger  and  more  serious  portion  of  the 
charges,  the  *  tim^-room  companionship '  of  the 
Government  Printing  Office  is  not  respensible. 
Assuming  that  its  authority  may  fairly  be  im- 
plied for  the  complaints  relating  to  office- 
management  set  forth  in  the  first  letter  of 
Messrs.  McNamara,  Carson,  and  Jenkins  to 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  the  3rd  day  of 
August,  1895,  no  such  authority  can  be  alleged 
— and,  indeed,  does  not  seem  to  be  pretended— 
for  the  later  charges  made  in  the  letter  of  12th 
August,  which  afieot  the  moral  character  of 
Mr.  Costall.  This  distinction  requires  to  be 
made,  because,  if  blame  attaches— as  I  think  it 
does — to  the  framers  of  the  charges,  it  should 
be  understood  that  the  '  companionship '  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  substance  of  some  of  the 
cnarges  only,  and  for  the  form,  apparently,  of 
none.  The  three  writers  of  the  above-men- 
tioned letters  fully  accept  the  responsibility 
of  the  deliberate  design  of  showing  that  the 
Government  Printer's  moral  character  is  such 
as  to  render  him  unfit  for  his  office,  and  to 
them  must  be  attributed  the  selection  of  the 
methods  adopted — the  employment  of  spies  and 
informers,  the  revival  of  church  scandals  of 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  years'  standing,  the 
collection  of  the  tittle-tattle  of  the  streets,  the 
gossip  of  the  cab-stand,  the  livery-stable,  and 
the  brothel. 

'*  It  might  have  been  expected  that  fair- 
minded  men,  desirous  of  discharging  so  dis- 
agreeable a  duty  without  discredit  to  them- 
selves or  injustice  to  another,  would  have 
refrained  from  introducing  matter  relating  to  a 
period  so  long  anterior  to  the  appointment  of 
the  Government  Printer  to  his  office,  and  that 
they  would  have  made  no  charges  except  such 
as  they  might  reasonably  expect  to  be  able  to 
prove  '  up  to  the  hilt.'  But,  instead  of  this,  we 
find  them  anxiously  expressing,  in  a  letter  of 
the  14th  January,  their  wish  that  the  inquiry 
should  *not  be  confined  to  strictly  legsl 
evidence' — which  means  that  hearsay  and 
grssip  should  be  taken  for  truth.  Accordingly, 
Bome  of  their  charges  do  not  purport  to  be  more 
^an  matters  of  hearsay,  others  have  not  been 
Mr,  Hall-Jones 


proved,  and  several  have  been  withdrawn  with- 
out even  an  attempt  at  proof.  One  or  two> 
cases  were  so  withdrawn  with  the  approval  of 
the  Commissioners,  to  avoid  the  expense  of 
bringing  witnesses  from  a  distance— and  cer- 
tainly it  is  difficult  to  see  the  propriety  of 
summoning  a  lady  from  Christohnroh  to  prove 
that  her  husband  once  called  Mr.  Costall  a 
villain,  nor  can  any  exception  be  taken  to  the 
withdrawal  of  a  statement  that  a  man  had  said 
that  a  prostitute  had  told  him  something  about 
Mr.  Costall.  The  wrong  is  not  that  such  state- 
ments were  abandoned,  but  that  they  were  ever 
made,  serving  as  they  did  no  other  purpose  than 
to  increase  the  volume  and  stench  of  the  mad 
thrown,  much  of  which  it  was  calculated — ^no 
doubt  with  perfect  accuracy — would  stick. 

'*  I  readily  admit  the  great  importance  of  the 
moral  character  of  a  man  who  has  so  many 
girls  under  his  control  as  the  Government 
Printer,  and  the  bearings  upon  this  subject  of 
some  cf  our  findings  may  well  prove  a  matter 
for  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  I  am  here  dealing  with  the  motives 
and  methods  of  the  accusers,  and  I  fear  that 
their  charges,  taken  as  a  whole,  appear  not  so 
much  the  outcome  of  a  sincere  desire  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  abeve  referred  to  as  an  ex> 
pression  of  rancorous  animosity  and  a  monu- 
ment of  malevolent  industry. 

**0f  the  charges  relating  to  office-manage- 
ment, so  many  have  been  refuted,  or  unproved, 
or  abandoned,  that  little  of  a  substantial 
character  is  left ;  but  what  most  deserves  at- 
tention is  the  reckless  slanders  which  these 
persons,  holding  a  subordinate  position,  have 
thought  fit  to  utter,  and  deliberately  to  put  in 
writing,  against  their  superior  officer.  The 
Government  Printer  is  accused  of  habitual 
favouritism  and  spite,  of  insincerity  and  men- 
dacity, of  playing  tricks  upon  the  Minister,  of 
questionable  conduct  with  regard  to  money 
matters,  and  of  fraudulent  manipulation  of 
figures — in  short,  it  has  been  assumed  that  he 
is  guilty  of  every  iniquity  which  the  suspioione 
of  his  subordinates  could  suggest.  They  ap- 
pear, moreover,  to  have  thought  it  was  for  them 
to  decide  upon  the  relative  merits  of  the  per- 
sons who  wore  or  were  not  appointed  to  va- 
cancies, and  that  whenever  the  Government 
Printer's  opinion  differed  from  theirs  he  must 
have  been  actuated  by  sinister  motives. 

"  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  pursue  this  sub- 
ject further.  Enough  has  been  said  to  disclose 
a  state  of  things  which,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, tends  decidedly  to  the  production  of  dis- 
organization and  anarchy  in  an  important 
Government  department.  The  experience  and 
knowledge  of  my  colleagues  have  enabled  them 
to  make  suggestions  which  will,  I  hope,  retolt 
in  useful  reforms ;  but  I  fear  that  no  osef ol  re- 
form can  take  full  effect  so  long  as  the  ele- 
mentary principles  of  official  subordination  are 
ignored  and  defied." 

This  was  afterwards  supplemented  by  a  sepa- 
rate or  addendum  report  by  the  other  two  Gkusi- 
missioners,  who  differed  from  Dr.  Giles. 
Hon.  Membkbs. — Bead  their  report. 
Mr.  HALL  JONES  said  be  intended  to  read 
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their  report.  This  wm  the  report  of  the  other 
'two  Commissioners,  Mr.  Hogg  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Jones : — 

"The  Chairman  of  the  Commission  having 
oonsidered  it  desirable  to  attach  to  the  report 
•a  memorandom  commenting,  in  terms  from 
which  we  entirely  dissent,  on  the  action  of  the 
authors  of  the  charges  which  have  been  investi- 
gated, it  is  advisable  that  we  should  briefly 
summarise  our  conclusions  with  'regard  to  the 
scope  and  nature  of  the  inquiry,  and  the 
•condact  and  attitude  of  the  framers  of  the 
•  -charges. 

"  Throughout  our  report  we  have  placed  the 
most  charitable  construction  on  Mr.  Costall's 
behaviour,  being  actuated  by  a  desire  to  give 
•him  the  benefit  of  any  doubt,  and  we  cannot, 
therefore,  see  that  it  is  justifiable  to  cast  any 
«pecial  slur  upon  his  accusers.  We  freely  ad- 
mit that  some  of  the  charges  appear  to  have 
been  incautiously  formulated,  and  in  certain 
instances  charges  have  been  abandoned;  but 
this  oourse  has  been  taken  chiefly  because  of 
the  difficulty  and  expense  experienced  in  ob- 
taining witnesses  to  testify  to  them,  the  ac- 
•ousars  probably  being  of  opinion  that  there  was 
quite  sufficient  evidence  in  connection  with  the 
more  important  charges  to  prove  their  case. 
To  our  minds  it  does  not  matter  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  charges— whether  the  accusers 
were  authorised  by  the  companionship  or  not. 
It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  know  that,  on  the  re- 
presentations of  those  who  brought  the  charges 
401  investigation  was  authorised  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Whether  or  not  the  charges  which  have 
heen  sustained,  and  those  which  have  been 
partly  sustained,  justify  the  inferences  which 
pervaided  the  impeachment  that  Mr.  Costall, 
from  one  cause  or  another,  is  not  fit  for  the 
position  he  now  holds,  is  also  a  matter  for  the 
•consideration  of  the  Government.  Our  con- 
clusion is  that,  if  men  who  undertake  to  expose 
wrongs  in  the  interest  of  the  community  as 
well  as  of  Uiemselves  and  their  fellows  are  to 
•be  regarded  as  though  they  had  mutinied  against 
an  infallible  constituted  authoritv,  then  a  pre- 
mium will  be  offered  to  wrongdoing  in  high 
(places.  What  has  been  elicited  during  the  in- 
vestigation will  render  it  possible  to  check  evils 
which  appear  to  have  long  existed ;  and,  although 
the  accusers  may  not  have  been  always  discreet 
in  the  formulation  of  their  charges,  they  are 
deserving  of  thanks  rather  than  censure  for 
'^hat  they  have  done." 

The  whole  gravamen  of  the  petition  was 
that  this  poor  man's  health  suffered  on  account 
of  the  work  he  had  done  in  connection  with 
«nd  in  formulating  these  charges.  But  there 
-was  nothing  to  show  that  such  had  been  the 
-ease.  Poor  McNamara  had  been  in  the  Go- 
▼emment  Printing  Office  for  a  good  many  years, 
And  he  (Mr.  Hall-Jones)  was  inclined  to  think 
the  man  was  more  a  tool  than  a  leader  in 
reapeot  of  those  charges  that  had  been  formu- 
lated by  certain  members  of  the  office.  The 
-qaestion  appeared  to  be,  Was  the  department 
to  be  run  by  the  Government  Printer,  or  was  it 
to  be  handed  over  to  a  committee  of  employes  ? 
^Theee  tiiree  men  appeared  to  have  acted  on  be- 


half of  some  of  the  employes  in  connection 
with  some  of  the  charges,  which  were  largely 
added  to,  and  some  of  the  charges  were  of  such 
a  character  that  he  would  be  glad  if  some 
honourable  members  would  have  a  look  at 
the  report  which  he  had  in  his  possesion. 
There  was  no  evidence  that  this  man's  health 
suffered  on  account  of  that.  He  was  first  sus- 
pended as  soon  as  the  report  of  the  Commission 
came  out — ^in  fact,  the  whole  three  were  sus- 
pended ;  and  later  on,  taking  into  consideration 
their  length  of  service  in  the  department,  and 
the  fact  that  they  had  large  families  to  provide 
for,  it  was  considered  the  Government  took  a 
lenient  oourse  in  taking  them  on  as  casual 
hands.  As  casual  hands  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  much  about  the  same  wages 
as  they  would  on  the  permanent  staff.  They 
had  been  on  the  permanent  staff,  and  as  casual 
'hands  they  would  have  the  opportunity  of 
making  about  the  same  wages  as  they  would 
on  the  permanent  staff.  McNamara,  some 
eighteen  months  ago,  he  thought  it  was,  left 
his  work  as  a  casual  employ^  at  the  Printing 
Office  and  took  to  the  calling  of  a  vendor  of 
fish.  He  did  not  know  if  the  man  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  catching  of  the  fish  before  they 
were  sold,  but,  at  any  rate,  he  was  employed 
for  some  twelve  months  upon  this  work  in 
connection  with  the  fishing  industry,  and 
then  his  health  seemed  to  have  broken  down. 
He  applied  then  to  the  Government  Printer  for 
re- engagement,  and  he  was  taken  on  for  a  time, 
but  his  health  eventually  became  so  bad  that 
he  had  to  relinqnish  his  work,  and  not 
long  afterwards  he  died.  He  (Mr.  Hall- Jones) 
was  under  the  impression  the  petition  was 
drafted  by  one  of  the  men  who  laid  the  charges 
against  the  late  Government  Printer,  and  that 
was  why  they  had  the  statements  which  were 
found  in  the  petition.  He  sympathized  vnth 
Mrs.  McNamara,  and  would  be  pleased  to  see 
something  done  for  her,  but  he  was  very  sorry  to 
see  this  old  matter  brought  up  in  connection  with 
a  petition  from  the  widow.  He  had  omitted  to 
mention  one  point.  Honourable  members  were 
aware  that  Mr.  Costall  was  not  now  the  Go- 
vernment Printer.  It  might  be  imagined  by 
some  that  the  reason  why  Mr.  Costall  was  not 
still  Government  Printer  was  in  connection 
with  these  charges  laid  against  him  by  the 
men.  But  that  was  not  so.  As  far  as  the 
charges  laid  before  the  Commission  and  in- 
quired into  by  the  Commissioners  were  con- 
cerned, although  there  were  these  small  items 
such  as  the  letter  which  was  delayed  in 
transmission,  Mr.  Costall  came  out  of  that 
inquiry  fairly  well,  and  the  reason  for  dis- 
pensing with  Mr.  Costall's  services  was  an- 
other matter  entirely  apart  from  the  matters 
referred  to  the  Commission. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton)  said  that,  havinff 
been  a  member  of  the  Cfommission  that  had 
been  referred  to,  it  was  perhaps  as  well  that  he 
should  briefly,  and  in  as  impartial  a  manner 
as  possible,  state  the  circumstances  that  were 
brought  before  them.  The  trouble  arose  in  the 
Government  Printing  Office  very  early  in  one 
of  the  sessions  through  the  fact  that  a  large 
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number  of  comjpositors  and  printers  were  oat 
of  employment  m  the  streets  of  Wellington. 
Some  of  these  men  had  wives  and  families 
dependent  on  them,  and  not  only  were  they 
unable  to  maintain  themselves,  but  some  of 
them  were  literally  almost  starving.  They 
found  it  impossible  to  get  access  to  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  hands  there  were  working 
overtime  at  the  time.  Well,  they  appealed  to 
an  association  in  the  city  known  as  the  Typo- 
graphical Association,  belonging  to  the  traide. 
The  members  of  that  association  took  their  case 
into  consideration,  and  it  happened  that  one  or 
two  of  those  employed  in  the  Government  Print- 
ing Office  were  also  members  of  the  association. 
QQ  They  discussed  the  positiou,  and 
*  *  resolved  that  representations  should 
be  made  to  the  member  of  the  Ministry  at 
the  head  of  that  particular  department,  and 
that  he  should  be  advised  to  endeavour  to 
get  this  system  of  overtime  discontinued,  in 
order  that  the  unemployed  compositors  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  earning  a  livelihood. 
That  was  the  origin  of  the  trouble.  Now,  what 
happened?  A  number  of  the  men  in  the 
Government  Printing  Office,  including  certain 
foremen,  who  were  working  overtime  and 
earning  excellent  pay,  immediately  got  their 
backs  up  at  this  interference,  and  identified 
themselves  with  the  Government  Printer,  Mr. 
Costall.  These  men  were  determined,  if 
possible,  to  stick  to  their  overtime  and  to 
keep  the  other  men  out,  and  shortly  after- 
wards, when  the  opportunity  for  revenge 
came,  they  had  it.  What  happened  was 
this:  The  hands  who  were  connected  with 
the  Typographical  Association,  and  took  a 
leading  part  in  endeavouring  to  get  some 
little  assistance  for  the  imemployed  composi- 
tors, were  marked  and  singled  out  for  punish- 
ment, and  when  opportunities  for  preferment 
occurred  they  were  put  in  the  background, 
and  less  experienced  men  were  put  into  those 
positions.  That  was  what  occasioned  the 
trouble  in  the  office.  A  gross  injustice  was 
being  done  with  the  sanction  of  the  Govern- 
ment Printer  (Mr.  Costal)),  and  before  the 
Commission  Mr.  Costall  could  hardly  deny  it. 
He  thought  it  said  a  great  deal  not  only  for 
these  men  who  had  been  referred  to  in  terms 
which  he  thought  were  quite  unmerited  by 
Dr.  Giles,  but  it  reflected  great  credit  on  the 
office  as  a  whole  that  nearly  all  the  employ^, 
with  the  exception  of  the  men  who  were 
earning  their  £5,  £6,  and  £7  a  week  through 
overtime,  combined  together  and  said  that  they 
would  see  justice  done  to  the  unemployed  com- 

Suitors  in  Wellington.  And  who  was  this  man 
oNamara  ?  He  was  what  was  called  the  father 
of  the  chapel,  a  position  well  known  to  printers. 
This  man  stood  at  the  head  of  the  fraternity  ; 
he  was  the  man  chosen  by  the  compositors  of 
the  office  to  represent  them  on  all  occasions. 
He  was  the  father  of  the  chapel,  and  so  was 
chosen  to  ventilate  their  grievances.  Asso- 
ciated with  him  were  two  other  experienced 
and  respected  hands,  and  these  three  brought 
about  this  inquiry.  They  were  selected  for 
Jfr.  Bogf 


the  specific  purpoee  of  ventilating,  not  their 
own  grievances,  out  the  grievances  of  the  Go- 
vernment Printing  Office,  and  they  were  asked 
to  represent  the  whole  of  the  workers  there,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  thoroughly  selfish  men 
who  were  endeavouring  to  earn  all  the  money 
they  could  and  starving  those  who  were  oatside. 
These  men  were  selected  for  that  speoifio  pur- 
pose^to  bring  the  grievances  of  the  workera 
into  prominence,  and  to  have  an  inquiry  if  pos- 
sible ;  that  was  the  whole  head  and  front  of  their 
ofEending,and  for  this  they  had  been  stigmauzed 
in  opprobrious  terms  by  Dr.  Giles—no  other  word  • 
would  describe  it,  they  had  been  stigmatized 
in  vile  and  unwarranted  terms.  Well,  after 
a  long  and  painstaking  inquiry,  after  sift- 
ing these  grievances,  at  what  conclusion  did 
the  Commission  arrive?  Admittedly  a  great 
proportion  of  the  charges  were  not  proven ; 
they  could  not  positively  be  brought  home^ 
because,  as  had  been  stated  in  the  doouments 
read,  the  complainants  did  not  wish  to  put  the- 
country  to  the  exjpense  of  bringing  people  from 
Dnnedin  and  Christchuroh  and  different  parts 
of  the  colony  when  they  had  plenty  of  evi- 
dence irrespective  of  that  to  prove  that  the 
office  was  not  properly  managed  and  conducted, 
and  to  prove  that  the  man  in  charge  of  it  was 
not  the  kind  of  man  who  should  have  authority 
over  a  number  of  young  girls.  But,  notwith- 
standing that,  the  Conmiisaioners  found  that 
there  were  grave  abuses.  Last  night  in  the  de- 
bate he  had  referred  to  some  of  those  wrongs. 
It  was  proved  that  there  were  young  lads 
taken  into  the  office  and  allowed  to  remain 
there  till  they  attained  the  years  of  man- 
hood without  being  taught  their  trade,  sim- 
ply because  the  overseers  and  the  journey- 
men were  afraid  of  competition.  They  found 
abuses  of  the  most  disastrous  charaoter  ex- 
isting in  the  office  right  under  the  nose  of  Mr. 
Costall.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  a  solitary  word 
unnecessarily  against  that  individual.  He  re- 
gretted, however,  to  say  it  was  a  very  extra- 
ordinary thing  that,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  majority  of  the  Commissioners  vindi- 
cated the  conduct  of  Mr.  McNamara  and  his 
colleagues  —  despite  the  fact  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  George  Jones  and  himself  in  their  report 
thoroughly  vindicated  the  conduct  of  these 
men — the  result  was,  they  were  immediately 
dismissed.  That  was  the  action  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  of  the  day.  He  maintained  that  the 
course  adopted  would  not  even  now  bear  inves- 
tigation. A  wrong  had  been  done  to  these  men 
that  should  not  have  been  tolerated  in  any  in- 
dustrial arena,  either  in  this  colony  or  else- 
where. However,  to  pacify  them  they  were  told 
they  must  wait  for  a  little  and  keep  quiet,  and 
all  would  be  put  right  again.  That  virtually 
was  the  answer  they  received  when  sympathizers 
interposed  on  their  behalf.  But  what  happened 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Costall  ?  He  was  temporarily 
exonerated,  but  not  many  days  afterwards  he 
was  dismissed.  And  why  was  he  dismissed  ? 
He  thought  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
should  give  them  a  full  and  explicit  statement 
as  to  the  cause  of  his  dismissal.  The  Minister 
had  referred  to  the  gross  misconduct  of  these. 
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men  beoansd  they  veiifcared  to  bring  ohargeB 
■ome  of  which  they  were  unable  to  prove,  bat 
some  of  which,  on  the  other  hand,  were  proved 
alxDOBt  to  the  hilt.  He  had  denoonoed  the 
conduct  of  those  men,  and  had  explained  the 
reason  for  their  dismissal.  Why  did  he  not 
explain  the  reason  why  Mr.  Oostall  was  dis- 
missed ?  Was  it  not  the  indirect  outcome  of 
this  inquiry  ?  Was  it  not  the  inquiry  that  led 
up  to  discoveries  that  rendered  his  dismissal 
imperative  ?  The  Qovernment  could  no  longer 
exculpate  him;  they  were  bound  to  dismiss 
him;  they  could  not  help  themselves,  and 
he  was  peremptorily  required  to  resign. 
That  was  the  result  of  the  inquiry.  It  was  all 
very  well  to  say  Mr.  Oostall  was  exonerated: 
he  was  exonerated  for  the  time  being,  and, 
he  (Mr.  Hogg)  thought,  wrongly  exonerated; 
but  his  punishment  followed  very  rapidly  after- 
wards. He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
a  most  grievous  wrong  was  done  to  Mr. 
McNamara  and  the  other  men  simply  because 
they  had  the  courage  to  do  their  duty  towards 
thoee  around  them.  He  thought  the  least 
said  about  the  way  in  which  these  men 
had  been  treated  the  better  for  the  sake 
of  the  political  head  of  the  department  and 
the  responsible  parties.  He  did  not  wish  to 
say  anything  with  regard  to  the  scandalous 
reports  concerning  Mr.  Costall  or  anybody  else, 
but  he  considered  there  was  ample  evidence 
that,  apart  altogether  from  charges  of  immo- 
ral!^, the  office  had  been  grossly  mismanaged. 
It  was  admitted  that  a  number  of  necessary 
reforms  had  been  introduced  into  the  office 
since  Mr.  Costall  left — that  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  new  Government  Printer  it  had 
been  found  neceessury  to  make  very  radical 
reforms  in  the  (Government  Printing  Office. 
Did  that  not  show  conclusively  that  before  his 
advent  the  office  was  grossly  mismanaged? 
With  a  full  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  every 
word  he  was  uttering,  he  said  that  McNamara 
and  his  comrades  had  been  unjustly  treated  by 
the  Government  of  the  day.  Theyhad  no  right 
to  be  dismissed ;  and,  if  the  report  that  was  sent 
in  by  a  majority  of  the  Oommissioners  had 
been  given  effect  to,  instead  of  being  punished 
their  conduct  would  have  been  appreciated, 
and  they  would  have  been  told  they  had  sim- 
ply discharged  a  very  necessary  duty  to  those 
around  them.  With  regard  to  this  particular 
case  of  Mr.  MoNamara's,  he  hoped  the  wrongs 
of  the  past  would  be  partially  redeemed  by 
some  substantial  exhibition  of  sympathy  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  It  was  time  that 
the  wrong  done  in  the  past  should  be  atoned 
for.  He  did  not  want  to  throw  unnecessary 
blame  on  the  Government,  but  if  they  had 
meted  out  justice,  and  if  they  had  carefully 
^one  through  the  statements  of  the  various 
witnesses  and  considered  the  report,  they  would 
have  found  that,  while  Dr.  Giles's  remarks 
were,  many  of  them,  totally  unwarranted,  the 
conclusions,  clothed  in  much  milder  language, 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  George  Jones  and  himself 
were  in  strict  accordance  with  the  evidence. 
For  his  own  part,  he  would  not  care  to 
be  on  any  Commission  again  with  Dr.  Giles. 


Whatever  character  that  gentleman  bore,  he 
did  not  want  to  be  associated  with  him  again 
in  connection  with  any  investigation.  He 
thought  he  was  justified  in  saying,  too,  that 
that  was  also  the  opinion  of  his  colleague  Mr. 
Jones.*  With  regard  to  the  difference  that 
occurred,  he  would  like  to  mention  that  while 
the  report  was  being  framed  he  had  to  leave 
Wellington  for  the  country  on  some  business 
that  he  could  not  avoid.  The  Commissioners 
had  talked  the  matter  over,  and  had  come  to  a 
conclusion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  report ;  but 
when  he  came  back  to  Wellington  he  was  so 
shocked  at  the  report  Dr.  Giles  had  prepared 
that  he  at  once  started  to  prepare  one  of  his 
own.  He  refused  to  sign  his  name  to  Dr. 
Giles's  report,  and  Mr.  Jones  also  refused. 

An  Hon.  Member  asked  if  the  report  was 
not  in  accordance  with  what  had  been  agreed 
upon. 

Mr.  HOGG  said,  No ;  it  was  diametrically 
opposed  to  it. 

An  Hon.  Membee. — How  was  he  got  at  ? 

Mr.  HOGG  said  he  did  not  know.  All  he 
knew  was  that  when  he  came  back  he  was  so 
astounded  and  shocked  at  the  report  that  had 
been  prepared  in  his  absence  that  the  moment 
he  understood  its  tenor  he  refused  to  sign  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Who  drafted  it? 

Mr.  HOGG  said  it  was  drafted  by  Dr.  Giles. 
Mr.  Jones  and  himself  objected  to  it,  but 
eventually  a  compromise  was  arrived  at,  and 
they  sent  in  a  joint  report.  Dr.  Giles,  evidently 
dissatisfied,  followed  up  the  report  with  an 
addendum  of  his  own,  in  which  the  action  of 
the  men  was  denounced  in  language  that  was 
both  harsh  and  unwarranted.  Thereupon 
Mr.  Jones  and  himself  attached  an  addendum 
in  reply  to  the  effect  that  they  considered 
these  men  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  country  for  what  thev  had  done. 
The  men  had  been  badly  treated  throughout. 
They  had  been  dismissed,  and  their  names  had 
been  bandied  all  over  the  colony  as  if  they 
were  criminals,  whereas  they  were  only  ex- 
posing abuses  that  existed  in  the  Printing 
Office.  As  far  as  he  was  aware,  the  two 
surviving  members  were  not  yet  on  the  per- 
manent staff  of  the  office,  so  that  whenever 
there  was  a  slackness*  of  work  they  were  liable 
to  be  turned  out  of  work  or  sent  about  their 
business.  The  fact  was,  they  had  been  punished 
from  that  day  to  this  simply  because,  as  he 
maintained,  they  had  done  their  duty,  and 
acted  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow-workers. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riooarton)  scarcely  knew 
what  to  say  after  what  had  fallen  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton,  but  thought 
he  would  not  be  doing  right  unless  he  said 
something  about  the  observations  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  made  on  Dr.  Giles.  He 
did  not  think  the  House  was  prepared,  from 
what  had  been  said  that  day,  to  pass  judgment 
on  Dr.  Giles  at  all.  He  (Mr.  Rolleston)  had 
known  Dr.  Giles  for  a  great  many  years,  and 
had  always  respected  him  very  sincerely,  and  he 
was  not  the  man  to  be  spoken  of  in  the  terms 
that  had  been  used  respecting  him  that  after- 
noon by  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton. 
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There  was  no  man  of  sounder  jadgment  or  of 
greater  integrity,  and  no  man  who  had  larger 
respect  of  the  country,  than  Dr.  Giles,  and  it 
was  to  be  regretted  that  his  name  hcbd  been 
brought  up  as  it  bad  been  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton,  seeing  that  it  was  only 
incidental  to  another  subject.  He  (Mr.  BoUes- 
ton)  would  not  go  into  the  merits  of  tbe  general 
question.  So  far  as  he  could  judge,  it  seemed 
to  him  the  Qovemment  had  deaJt  with  the 
question  with  consideration  to  all  points  that 
had  been  raised.  No  doubt  there  were  faults 
on  the  part  of  those  who  gave  evidence  as  well 
as  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Costall,  but  he  did  not 
think  any  good  purpose  could  be  served  by 
bringing  the  petition  before  the  House.  The 
rtport  of  the  Petitions  Committee  did  not  seem 
to  help  the  matter  forward  at  all,  and  that  was 
unfortunate.  He  thought  that  referring  it  to 
the  Government  for  consideration  was  leaving 
the  matter  exactly  where  it  was,  and  that  the 
House  ought  to  have  had  from  the  Committee 
their  views— whether  they  were  of  opinion  that 
there  was  eomethiog  to  be  further  investigated 
or  that  the  matter  had  been  dealt  with  suffi- 
ciently. The  point  as  between  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  and  other  honourable 
members  who  had  spoken  was  whether  Dr. 
Giles  had  done  wrong  in  expressing  the  strong 
opinion  he  had  expressed  with  regard  to  the 
means  used  to  bring  about  the  position  in 
respect  to  Mr.  Costall.  All  the  members  of 
the  Commission  appeared  to  think  that  Mr. 
Costall  was  not  the  right  man  for  the  head  of 
the  Printing  Office,  and  he  had  been  removed. 
With  regard  to  those  who  gave  evidence  there 
appeared  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion,  but  it 
was  a  difference  of  opinion  that  obtedned  in 
these  cases  wherever  they  occurred.  He  re- 
membered in  his  youth  hearing  from  a  man  of 
great  note  this  saying  in  regard  to  the  Befor- 
matlon :  "  The  Reformation  was  a  great  work 
brought  about  by  some  of  the  least  amiable 
of  the  human  race."  And  with  regard  to  a 
question  of  reform  of  the  kind  now  before  the 
House,  if  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Costall  had  been 
dealt  with  was  justified,  the  particular  means 
by  which  that  had  been  brought  about  were 
not  those  that  the  House  had  to  inquire  into, 
and  he  did  not  know  that  that  had  been  the 
object  of  the  Commission.  No  doubt,  there 
was  a  good  deal  on  the  part  of  the  accusers 
of  Mr.  Costall  that  was  questionable,  but  it 
seemed  to  him  from  what  they  had  heard  that 
what  was  done  was  done  in  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  department,  and  that  was  what 
the  Government  had  to  consider.  He  hoped, 
however,  the  matter  would  now  be  allowed  to 
drop.  The  Government  had  dealt  with  the 
department  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and 
there  was  no  evidence  before  them  that  they 
had  done  anything  else  than  what  they  should 
have  done  to  put  the  department  in  a  proper 
condition.  He  was  sorry  for  what  had  fallen 
from  the  honourable  member  foB  Masterton  as 
to  Dr.  Giles,  and  he  was  sure  that  what  he  had 
said  would  not  commend  itself  to  anybody  who 
was  acquainted  with  Dr.  Giles's  past  career. 
Mr.  R.  McEENZIE  (Motueka)  said  he  quite 
Mr.  RoUeston 


agreed  with  the  remarks  that  had  fallen  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Ricoarton.  He  had 
had  the  honour  of  Dr.  Giles's  aoquaintanee 
for  a  large  number  of  yearn,  and  he  ooold  say 
that  he  had  been  one  of  the  most  consoienfeioag, 
straightforward,  and  honest  men  they  had  had 
in  the  public  service  of  the  colony.  He  said  that 
without  any  fear  of  contradiction.  He  thought 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  went 
altogether  out  of  his  way  to  take  advantage 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House  to  attack  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  the  character  of  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  connected  with  the  Justice  De- 
partment of  the  colony  for  probably  over  thirty 
years.  Dr.  Giles  was  a  gentleman  who  even 
litigants  before  him,  when  they  did  not  win  their 
cases,  were  satisfied  had  acted  towards  them 
in  a  straightforward,  conscientious,  and  honest 
manner.  He  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  this  case,  but  he  had  had  a  long 
acquaintanceship  with  Dr.  Giles,  and  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  he  would  not  do  any- 
thing wrong,  but  would  take  all  sorts  of  paina 
and  trouble  to  see  that  any  case  that  was 
brought  before  him  in  his  judicial  capacity  re- 
ceived fair  and-impartial  consideration  witnoat 
any  personal  feeling  being  allowed  to  be  im- 
ported into  it.  He  regretted  that  the  honoor- 
able  member  for  Masterton  should  have  made 
accusations  against  the  reputation  and  oharao- 
ter  of  a  gentleman  who  was  getting  old  now, 
who  had  been  connected  with  the  judicial 
bench  of  the  colony  for  many  years,  and 
who,  so  far  as  he  (Mr.  MoEenzie)  had  known 
him,  had  always  given  satisfaction  and  proved 
himself  to  be  an  able,  conscientious,  upright, 
and  honest  public  officer.  He  did  not  believe 
one  single  syllable  of  the  accusations  brought 
agcunst  Dr.  Giles  by  tbe  honourable  member  for 
Masterton ;  and,  even  if  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  between  the  Commissioners,  he  had 
no  doubt  the  honourable  member  for  Master- 
ton,  from  his  point  of  view,  would  decide  that 
Dr.  Giles  was  wrong.  Mr.  Costall's  case  was 
an  old  matter  now;  it  had  been  before  the 
House  some  few  years  ago.  It  was  not  a  new 
thing ;  it  was  a  very  old  question,  and  he  was 
surprised  that  the  House  allowed  the  question 
to  be  raked  up  and  revived  on  a  motion  to  lay 
the  report  on  the  table.  He  again  repeated 
that  he  was  very  sorry  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  went  out  of  his  way  to 
do  an  injury  to  an  ex-public  officer  who  had  de- 
served well  of  the  country  for  his  past  public 
services. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christchuroh  City)  wished  to 
point  out  that  the  honourable  member  for  Mas- 
terton was  not  responsible  for  the  raking- up  of 
this  question.  When  the  report  came  down  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  moved  that 
it  be  read,  and  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
report,  but  he  in  no  way  brought  up  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Government  Printer.  The  Mkuster 
for  Public  Works  was  solely  responsible  lor 
that.  That  honourable  gentleman  had  read  a 
report  to  the  House  bearing  on  Mr.  Costal l*s 
case,  and,  at  the  request  of  some  members, 
had  read  the  report  of  the  other  Commis- 
sioners ;    but  memberr  at  his  (Mr.  Smith's) 
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-enol  of  Ihe  House  were  somewhat  handi- 
'Oapped,  beoaase  the  honourable  gentleman, 
when  he  was  reading  that  report,  allowed 
his  Toioe  at  times  to  become  inaudible.  Sinoe 
then,  when  he  has  been  asked  to  aliow 
honourable  members  to  read  the  report,  the 
honourable  gentleman  said,  "Not  until  it  is 
laid  on  the  table."  That  might  be  **  oourtesy  ' 
on  the  honourable  gentleman's  part,  but  the 
next  time  the  honourable  gentleman  spoke  he 
•^Mr.  Smith)  would  take  very  great  oare  that 
the  Minister  for  Publio  Works  was  heard  by 
every  member  of  the  House.  They  did  not 
know  what  was  in  the  report,  and  consequently 
were  utterly  at  a  loss  to  debate  it ;  but,  as 
regards  bringing  on  to  the  floor  of  the  House 
-the  reference  to  Dr.  Giles,  the  Minister  for 
Publio  Works  was  himself  solely  responsible 
for  it,  because  he  read  Dr.  Giles's  report  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  said  that  Dr.  Giles's 
character  was  so  well  known  that  it  did  not  re- 
•quire  a  defence  from  any  man.  Unfortunately, 
he  (Mr.  Massey)  was  absent  from  the  House 
when  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton 
was  speaking,  but  he  understood  that  some 
very  serious  reflections  were  cast  by  that 
honourable  member  on  Dr.  Giles  ;  and  he 
wanted  to  say  that  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  man  in  the  colony  whose  character  would 
bear  closer  scrutiny  than  that  of  the  gentleman 
referred  to.  There  was  no  man  in  the  colony 
who  could  show  a  better  record  either  in  re- 
gard to  his  public  or  private  career  than  Dr. 
Giles;  and  there  was  no  one,  he  was  quite  cer- 
tain,  who  was  more  trusted  and  respected.  He 
only  got  up  to  say  this,  and  also  that  he  thought 
it  was  a  very  great  pity  that  any  member  of 
the  House  should  take  advantage  of  his  posi- 
tion as  a  member  to  say  what  had  been  said 
that  afternoon  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Masterton. 

Mr.  TANNER  (Avon)  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  they 
were  not  discussing  the  character  or  capacity 
of  Dr.  Giles,  who  might  be  the  most  estimable 
person  in  the  world,  and  a  man  without  re- 
proach—another edition  of  George  Washington 
—but  that  was  no  business  of  theirs  at  the 
present  time.  The  discussion  in  the  House 
had,  however,  led  to  this  discovery:  that  not 
until  now  had  it  come  before  the  House  in  a 
formal  manner  that  on  the  Commission  of 
inquiry  into  the  Printing  Office  charges  the 
Commissioners  appeared  to  have  disagreed  very 
widely,  and  to  have  compiled  widely  divergent 
reports  on  the  subject  which  they  investi- 
gated. These  reports  had  never  been  laid 
before  the  House  to  that  day;  so  that  they 
were  all  at  a  disadvantage  in  discussing  the 
matter  in  comparison  with  the  Minister  and 
the  two  or  three  gentlemen  who  had  had  access 
to  them.  The  House  actually  knew  nothing  of 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Masterton,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Oommission,  might  or  might  not  be  perfectly 
justified  in  everything  he  said  in  regard  to  Dr. 
Giles;  but  he  (Mr.  Tanner),  like  other  members, 
was  not  in  a  position  to  affirm  or  to  deny  these 


statements.  What  was  necessary  before  the 
House  could  pass  any  judgment  on  the  matter 
which  could  command  attention,  or  be  worthy 
of  any  consideration,  was  that  members  should 
have  access  to  the  reports  of  the  Commission, 
which  had  been  withheld  from  the  House  for 
three  years  past.  He  could  remember  the 
question  being  asked  in  that  House  some 
three  years  ago  whether  the  report  and  the 
evidence  would  be  printed,  and  the  Minis- 
ter who  was  at  that  time  in  possession  ot 
the  documents  stated  that  the  evidence  was  of 
such  a  character  that  he  considered  it  would 
be  inadvisable  to  publish  it.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  statement  was  perfectly  correct,  but  at 
the  same  time  the  report  itself  was  not  before 
them,  and  the  Minister  to-day  was  in  a  position 
of  peculiar  advantage  in  quoting  at  will  from  a 
document  others  had  never  seen.  It  might  not 
be  advisable  for  the  evidence  to  be  printed  and 
scattered  broeuloast  throaghout  the  colony,  as  it 
might  give  rise  to  some  eunonnt  of  scandal ; 
but  there  was  a  difference  between  evidence 
taken  by  a  Commission  and   the  report  of  a 

Commission 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— The  charges  were  sum- 
marised in  the  reports- 
Mr.  TANNER  said  that  might  have  been  so. 
It  wets  not  a  matter  upon  which  he  could  pass 
an  opinion,  nor  could  any  other  member  unless 
he  saw  the  evidence  and  judged  for  himself. 
Now,  one  of  the  Commissioners  had  risen  in 
his  place  and  in  strong  language  denounced 
the  report  drawn  up  by  another  Commissioner, 
and  stated  that  he  disagreed  with  it  in  tokf. 
The  only  point  he  could  express  an  opinion  on 
was  that  the  language  was  sufficiently  strong 
to  warrant  them  in  pursuing  the  matter 
further,  by  asking  for  the  production  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  regretted  very  much 
that  the  member  for  Palmerston,  in  moving  for 
the  report  to  be  read,  did  not  stop  there,  but 
endeavoured  to  make  out  a  case  for  McNamara 
as  an  injured  individual  who  had  been  wrong- 
fully treated  by  the  Government.  That,  of 
course,  only  brought  from  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  department  his  defence  of  the 
aotion  of  the  Government.  He  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  after  having  gone  carefully  into 
this  matter,  and  judging  from  the  evidence 
submitted  to  the  Commission,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  option  in  the  matter  bat  to  do  as 
they  did.  He  wished  to  make  it  clear  to  the 
House  that  the  course  they  took,  by  deciding 
on  the  report  signed  by  the  three  Commis- 
sioners, and  in  ignoring  altogether  Dr.  Giles'a 
addendum  and  the  addenda  of  the  other  two 
Commissioners,  was  the  right  one,  as  they  went 
upon  the  Commissioners'  report  which  they  flJl 
signed  and  approved,  and  which  they  said  was 
supported  by  the  evidence. 

An  Hon.  Makbbb. — Why  not  lay  it  on  the 
table? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  glveu  the  report 
without  reference  to  the  particular  individuals, 
and  they  found  on  the  particular  cases  seriatim^ 
mentioning  the  names  of  the  persons  charged^ 
the  witnesses,  and  the  occurrences.     Had  it 
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not  been  for  that  the  Hoase  and  the  country 
would  have  had  the  opportunity  of  reading 
the  report ;  but  they  could  not  give  the  report 
to  the  House  without  dragging  in  the  names 
of  ladies — married  women  and  girls — and  the 
Government  considered   that  an   undesirable 

Q  QQ  thing  to  do.  And  they  were  alto- 
gether  outside  the  public  service.  It 
was  in  consideration  of  those  persons  that 
they  had  not  deemed  it  desirable  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table.  If  they  did  that,  these 
persons  would  be  injured ,  because  the  evidence 
did  not  support  the  charges  that  were  made 
against  Mr.  Costal  1,  in  which  their  good  fame 
and  name  was  attaclsed.  This  being  the  case, 
the  Government  thought,  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  better  not  to  lay  it  on  the 
table.  But  he  would  say  emphatically  that 
the  Government  had  dealt  leniently  with  these 
three  men — there  was  no  doubt  whatever  about 
that.  From  the  finding  of  the  three  Oom- 
missioners  they  could  not  do  otherwise  than 
they  had  done.  There  were  fifteen  charges: 
four  were  withdrawn,  eight  not  proved,  and 
three,  not  of  a  serious  character,  were  only 
partially  proved.  As  regards  immorality,  six 
charges  were  withdrawn  and  sixteen  disproved 
out  of  twenty- two.  Taking  the  thirty-seven 
charges  in  all,  ten  were  withdrawn,  twenty- 
four  were  not  proved,  and  three,  as  regards  the 
department  and  the  office,  were  partially 
proved.  Gould  the  Government— he  did  not 
care  who  they  were — if  men  stupidly,  and 
not  wanting  to  be  at  all  malicious,  formu- 
lated so  many  charges  as  those  he  had  men- 
tioned—  some  most  evil,  and  malicious,  and 
serious  in  character — and  then  coolly  withdrew 
them  or  could  not  prove  them — could  the  Go- 
vernment do  otherwise  than  they  had  done? 
He  quite  agreed  with  Dr.  Giles  that  there 
would  be  an  end  to  discipline — no  man  at  the 
head  of  a  department  of  the  public  service 
would  be  safe — ^if  that  were  allowed  to  go  un- 
checked. The  Government  decided  that  the 
men  must  retire,  and  after  they  had  suffered 
for  a  time  they  had  been  given  work  as  casual 
hands. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— That  is  where  you 
made  the  mistake. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Well,  they  erred  on  the 
side  of  mercy.  At  all  events,  it  had  the  effect 
of  stopping  this  unfortunate  condition  of 
affairs.  Now,  with  regard  to  Gostall's  retire- 
ment,  it  was  not  in  connection  with  any 
charge  which  these  men  brought  out.  But 
after  that  had  been  disposed  of  a  matter  came 
under  the  notice  of  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  department,  and  Oostall's  explanation  was 
not  at  all  satisfactory.  He  had  done  wrong, 
and  placed  himself  in  the  power  of  a  sub- 
ordinate officer,  and  it  was  decided  to  retire 
him. 

Mr.  PIBANI.~Who  brought  it  under  notice  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  not  the  three  men 
that  brought  the  other  charges  at  all,  nor  was 
it  through  their  instrumentality.  Coming  to 
another  phase  of  the  question,  and  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton,  he 
supposed  it  was  unnecessary  for  any  one  in  the 
Mr.  Stddon 


House  to  say  a  word  as  regards  Dr.  Giles  as  a 
Magistrate  or  a  man,  because  he  had  never 
heard  that  gentleman  attacked  before  In  any 
capacity  in  which  he  had  served  the  ooontcy. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Two  years  ago  an  attack 
was  made  on  him  from  this  quarter  of  the 
House  by  a  late  member. 

Mr.  MASSBY.— The  hospital  inquiry. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  could  only  say,  if  to- 
morrow  there  was  a  case  that  required  an  ex- 
perienced officer— one  who  bad  experience  in 
taking  evidence,  and  weighing  it  carefully, 
and  whose  impartiality  and  integrity  had  to 
be  depended  upon — he  would  select  Dr.  Giles. 
That  oeing  the  case  he  was  sorry  for  the  ad- 
dendum, because  up  to  that  stage  he  had  had 
the  pleasure  of  disoussing  the  matter  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  and 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Jones,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  Dr.  Giles  writing  the  addendum  the  re- 
port sent  in  seemed  to  have  been  arrived  at 
after  a  mutual  give-and-take.  He  had  hea^ 
that  the  report  that  was  first  drafted  by  Dr.. 
Giles  was  disagreed  with,  and  had  been  recast 
— at  all  events,  the  three  were  unanimous  in- 
signing  it.  It  was  submitted  as  a  unanimous, 
report,  and  the  Government  had  acted  npon 
their  finding,  putting  aside  altogether  the 
addendum  of  Dr.  Giles,  and  the  subeeqaent- 
rejoinder  from  the  other  two  Commissioners. 
He  thought  he  had  now  put  the  matter  ftkirly 
to  the  House,  and  he  thought  the  House 
would  exonerate  the  Government  from  blame. 
To  come  to  the  next  phase  of  the  question, 
raised  by  the  widow,  asking  for  some  com- 
passionate allowance  from  the  State,  owing  to 
the  circumstances  in  which  she  was  left.  He 
agreed  with  his  colleague  that  bringing  up  the 
circumstances  which  caused  her  husbfuid'A  re- 
tirement from  the  Printing  Office  was  some* 
what  unfortunate,  and  it  would  have  been 
better  for  her  to  have  come  to  Parliament 
and  said,  "  My  husband  was  in  the  publio 
service  for  a  number  of  years,  and  vraa 
retired,  and  I  am  now  quite  destitute;  will 
you  grant  me  a  compassionate  allowance?" 
It  would  then  have  been  for  the  Government 
to  deal  with  the  case,  cmd  decide  whether  or 
not  some  allowance  should  be  made.  He 
hoped,  even  now,  no  feeling  would  be  en- 
gendered,  and  that  the  Government  might  be 
allowed  to  review  the  situation  without  bring- 
ing up  the  question,  of  the  Commission  or  re- 
port, or  matters  which  were  things  of  the  past. 
He  thought,  under  all  the  ciroumstanoes,  the 
Government  had  acted  very  leniently  indeed. 
These  men  were  up  to  a  certain  point  acting 
for  others,  but  they  had  gone  further  on  their 
own  account,  and  extended  the  chazges — some 
serious,  but  the  great  majority  frivolous  and 
entirely  unsupported  by  the  evidence.  That 
being  the  case,  he  hoped  they  might  go  on  with 
the  business,  leaving  this  question  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchuroh  City)  would  like 
to  say  that  the  question  of  Dr.  Giles's  oharaoter 
need  not  be  further  discussed;  it  had  been 
certified  to  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Motileka.    He  (Mr.  Taylor)  had  a  dear  reool- 
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leotion  of  Dr.  Giles  oondaoting  the  inquiries 
in  Ohrisfcohurch  into  the  oondition  of  the 
boepitftl  there,  and  it  seemed  that  it  was 
always  the  fate,  or,  at  any  rate,  nearly  always 
the  fate,  of  those  who  moved  in  the  publio  in- 
terests to  receive  the  most  severe  phnishment. 
In  oonnection  with  the  inquiry  at  Ghristohuroh 
the  first  person  to  be  dismissed  was  the  nurse 
who  had  exposed  the  oondition  of  things  in 
that  institution  and  brought  about  the  investi- 
gation. The  report  of  Dr.  Giles  exonerated 
everybody ;  he  was  a  single  Oommissioner :  and 
yet,  strange  to  say,  within  a  few  months 
afterwards  nearly  everything  that  had  been 
uzged  by  the  publio  as  being  neoessary  to 
be  done  at  the  Hospital  was  done,  in  defiance 
of  the  Commissioner's  report.  The  charge 
was  a  charge  of  drunkenness  against  the  medi- 
cal officer.  The  evidence  was  there,  but  it  was 
not  proved— at  least.  Dr.  Giles  said  so.  Yet 
within  a  few  weeks  after  he  made  that  state- 
ment the  doctor  was  "  sacked.**  But  the  first 
victim  of  the  inquiry  was  the  nurse,  whose 
sense  of  public  duty  had  caused  her  to  take 
action  and  bring  about  an  inquiry.  Now,  he 
did  not  profess  to  know  the  whole  of  the  merits 
of  this  matter  re  the  Printing  Office,  but  from 
what  he  could  learn,  the  same  fate  over- 
took three  of  the  employes  in  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office  as  overtook  the  origi- 
nator of  the  hospital  inquiry  in  Christ- 
church;  and  when,  a  few  months  ago,  it 
was  announced  that  the  Government  could 
not  secure  the  services  of  Dr.  Giles  to 
conduct  the  Police  Commission  inquiry  he 
thanked  God  for  that  fact.  The  Government, 
in  connection  with  these  publio  inquiries, 
should  get  men  who  are  capable  to  conduct  the 
inquiry.  He  hoped  the  day  would  come  when 
these  publio  inquiries  would  be  conducted  by 
men  who  were  not  in  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf, 
but  men  of  vigour,  and  men  who  had  not  been 
pensioned  off  because  of  their  inability  to  con- 
duct the  ordinary  work  connected  with  the 
position  they  had  formerly  occupied.  If  they 
could  not  occupy  a  seat  on  the  magisterial 
bench  they  were  not  competent  to  conduct  in- 
quiries that  stretched  on  month  after  month, 
and  entailed  pretty  heavy  work.  Behind  all 
this  there  was  the  question  as  to  whether  these 
inquiries  were  not  manipulated.  He  was  not 
going  to  discuss  the  Police  Commission  inquiry 
just  now,  because  he  preferred  to  reserve  that 
for  later  on;  but  still  there  was  the  question 
whether  these  inquiries  were  not  manipu- 
lated. Let  them  take  the  case  of  the  cele- 
brated inquiry  held  last  year  into  certain  charges 
brought  against  the  Premier's  friend,  Inspector 
Emerson.  Look  at  the  capacity  shown  by 
Mr.  Eyre  Kenny  as  Commissioner,  and  the 
thorough  success  he  had  made  of  the  task 
of  clearing  Inspector  Emerson's  character.  In 
fact,  Mr.  Kenny  was  so  successful  that  he 
ooold  not  discover  anything.  He  was  the  kind 
of  man  who  suited  the  Government — a  man 
whose  mental  vision  was  blinded  by  his  par- 
tisanship; and  he  (Mr.  Taylor)  said  that, 
unfortunately  for  the  cause  of  justice  in  this 
country,  there  were  one  or  two  men  in  con- 


nection with  the  administration  of  justice  in 
this  country  who  could  be  so  manipulated.. 
It  was  a  disaster  and  a  scandal,  and  a  greater 
scandal  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the- 
Government  were  too  much  given  to  selecting, 
that  class  of  men  to  do  special  jobs. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  said  that,  speak- 
ing  on  behalf  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Pub- 
lio Petitions  M  to  Z  Committee,  the  question 
had  been  so  carefully  considered  that  there  was- 
very  little  for  him  to  say,  with  the  exception  of 
this:  that  the  Committee  went  carefully  into> 
the  prayer  of  the  petition.  They  took  the  evi- 
dence of  the  present  Government  Printer  and 
of  Mrs.  McNamara,  and  a  very  competent  work- 
man in  the  Government  Printing-works  ably 
conducted  her  case.  They  also  took  the  evi- 
dence of  the  Minister  at  the  head  of  the  Print- 
ing Department.  The  Minister  very  kindly 
placed  in  his  (Mr.  Meredith's)  hands,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Public  Petitions  M  to  Z  Commit- 
tee, the  finding  of  the  Commission  referred 
to  by  some  honourable  members.  He  went 
through  the  evidence  with  the  view  of  ascertain- 
ing what  bearing  it  had  on  Mrs.  McNamara*s 
case.  From  the  evidence  brought  before  the 
Committee  it  appeared  that  Mr.  McNamara 
had  served  twenty- four  years  in  the  Govern- 
ment Printing-works — six  years  as  an  appren- 
tice, four  years  as  a  permanent  hand,  and 
fourteen  years  in  casual  and  intermittent  em- 
ployment. The  petition  stated  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  worry  of  mind  brought  about  by 
the  part  he  took  in  getting  up  the  evidence 
against  irregularities  in  the  management  of  the 
Printing-works,  resulting  in  a  Commission 
being  appointed  to  inquire  into  certain  irregu- 
larities connected  with  the  management  of 
the  Government  Printing  Office,  that  worry 
acted  injuriously  on  his  health,  and  resulted 
in  his  somewhat  premature  death.  He  (Mr. 
Meredith)  was  bound  to  say  that,  after  the 
Petitions  Committee  spending  two  days  over 
the  inquiry,  and  having  all  the  information 
that  was  available  placed  before  them, 
there  was  not  sufficient  proof  before  the 
Committee  that  Mr.  McNamara  was  unduly 
worried,  or  that  any  worry  he  had  had  an 
injurious  influence  upon  his  health.  And, 
taking  all  the  circumstances  into  considera- 
tion, the  Conmiittee  took  the  most  lenient 
view  of  the  case  that  was  possible  from  the 
evidence  before  them.  As  the  Minister  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  Printing-works  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  they  thought  they 
could  not  do  better  in  the  interests  of  the 
petitioner  than  to  refer  her  petition  to  the 
Government  for  consideration. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  moved,  That  the 
reports  read  by  the  Minister  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HUKATERB  SETTLERS. 
Mr.   R.   THOMPSON   (Marsden)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  give  the  settlers  at  Huka- 
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lere,  Otamatea  Ooanfey,  aooess  to  their  sections 
by  providing  them  with  a  road?  He  would 
point  out  to  the  Minister  that  the  settlement  of 
Hukatere  was  established  some  years  ago  on 
the  Kaipara  Harbour.  There  were  no  roads  to 
it  when  the  settlement  was  opened,  and  the 
selectors  took  up  their  sections  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  only  means  by  which  they 
•oould  get  to  their  sections  was  by  boat.  How- 
-ever,  some  few  years  after  the  settlement  was 
•established  petitions  came  down  asking  that  a 
vote  be  placed  on  the  estimates  to  open  a  road 
to  the  settlement  from  the  other  roads  in  the 
district.  A  sum  of  money  was  voted  for  that 
purpose,  but  in  surveying  the  road  it  was  found 
necessary  to  take  the  road  through  private 
property.  Negotiations,  he  understood,  were 
commenced  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  road 
through  this  private  property,  and  tenders  were 
actually  called  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
road  and  building  a  bridge,  but  through  some 
faitch  taking  place  with  the  private  owner  the 
whole  thing  was  allowed  to  stand  over,  and, 
although  the  money  was  voted  for  the  purpose 
some  years  ago,  nothing  had  been  done,  no  road 
had  been  made,  and  the  settlers  now  found 
themselves  in  this  position :  that  they  had  no 
access  to  their  sections  except  by  trespassing 
through  private  property.  Of  course,  he  un- 
derstood there  were  difficulties  in  dealing  with 
this  question  of  private  property ;  and  whether 
the  local  body  concerned  had  done  their  duty 
in  the  matter  he  was  not  prepared  to  say. 
However,  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  make 
further  inquiries,  and  ascertain  whether  it  was 
not  possible  to  give  efEect  to  the  wishes  of  the 
settlers  and  provide  them  with  some  means  of 
access  to  their  sections  other  than  by  boat. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
the  reason  why  this  road  had  not  been  com- 
pleted was  a  very  simple  one  :  it  was  the  want 
of  sufficient  money  to  do  it  with.  The  amount 
of  money  voted  for  the  purpose  was  nothing 
like  sufficient  to  do  the  work  so  that  the  road 
would  be  of  any  value.  Becently  a  report  had 
been  received  by  the  Lands  and  Survey  De- 
partment regarding  the  advisability  of  making 
this  road,  and  the  matter  was  under  considera- 
tion at  the  present  time  with  the  view  of 
making  recommendations  to  the  House  this 
year. 

COASTAL  SURVEY. 
Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti)  asked  the 
Government,  Whether  they  will  approach  the 
Admiralty  on  the  subject  of  surveying  the 
coast  of  New  Zealand,  urging  that,  in  the 
interest  of  British  commerce,  a  new  survey  of 
the  coast  should  be  made  ?  Living  in  a  sea- 
port town  as  he  did,  he  very  often  came  into 
-contact  with  masters  of  vessels  and  others 
Interested  in  this  question.  They  complained 
that  the  charts  of  the  coast  of  New  Zealand 
were  not  sufficiently  clear.  It  appeared  that  it 
was  some  forty-three  years  ago  since  H.M.S. 
'*  Pandora  "  made  a  survey  of  the  coast  of  New 
Zealand,  and  then  it  only  made  what  was  tech- 
nically termed  a  **  running  survey,"  which  left 
large  areas  of  water  not  marked  at  all.  Since 
Mr,  B,  Thompson 


that  time  many  natoral  changes  had  taken 
place,  and  it  was  now  considered  necessary 
that  these  changes  ofi  the  coast  should  be  notea 
on  the  charts.  It  was  thought  that  if  the  Im- 
perial authorities  were  approached  the  Admi- 
ralty would  Undertake  the  survey  of  the  coast 
without  cost  to  the  New  Zealand  Government. 
Where  dangerous  localities  on  the  coast  had 
been  reported  to  the  Government  a  steamer  had 
been  sent  to  report  and  mcurk  them  upon  the 
chart,  but  it  was  considered  by  nautical  men 
that  a  more  comprehensive  survey  should  bo 
made. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  of  Marine)  said, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Nautical  Adviser  a  resor- 
vey  of  the  whole  coast  of  New  Zealand  did  not 
appear  to  be  necessary ;  but  where  supposed  dan- 
gers were  reported  the  Government  took  every 
opportunity  to  have  the  places  examined  by  the 
masters  of  the  Gk>vemment  steamers.  For  in- 
stance, they  had  now  some  cases  which  they 
proposed  to  deal  with,  at  Taranaki,  and  the 
French  Pass,  and  one  or  two  other  places. 
These  places  would  be  examined  at  the  earliesi 
opportunity,  and  the  captains  of  the  Govern- 
ment steamers  would  take  the  necessary  sound- 
ings, and,  if  required,  these  places  would  be 
resurveyed.  But,  seeing  the  large  expense  in- 
volved, it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  re- 
survey  the  whole  coast. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  said  he  simply  desired 
that  the  Government  should  approach  the  Im- 
perial authorities  with  the  view  of  the  Imperial 
authorities  doing  the  work.  He  did  not  wish 
to  put  the  Government  to  the  expense  of  doing 
the  work. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  report  of  the 
Nautical  Adviser  was  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
be  necessary.  Where  any  mistakes  were  found 
in  the  charts  they  were  being  gradually  recti- 
fied. 

WORKMEN'S  WAGES  ACT. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Invercargill)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Labour,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  where  certain  workmen  sued 
Matheson  Brothers,  contractors,  for  wages 
under  the  Workmen's  Wages  Act,  when  judg- 
ment was  given  against  them  on  the  ground 
that  Matheson  Brothers  had  no  money  due  to 
them  under  the  contract?  If  the  Minister's 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  case,  will  he 
during  the  present  session  take  steps  to  so 
amend  the  Workmen's  Wages  Act  as  to  prevent 
workmen  from  being  subjected  to  such  loss  in 
the  future?  This  was  a  very  important 
question,  and  one  in  which  a  large  number 
of  workmen  were  interested.  He  hoped  the 
Premier  would  be  able  to  see  his  way  to  carry 
out  the  suggestion  of  amending  the  Act  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Minister  of  Labour)  said  he 
had  hoped  the  honourable  member  would  have 
helped  him  by  suggesting  some  course  that 
might  be  taken  to  improve  upon  the  existing 
condition  of  affairs.  He  might  say  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  know  in  what  direction  a  further  safe- 
guard of  workmen's  wages  could  be  made. 
Workmen    were   now   entitled,    under   '*Th« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]      Worhmm's  Wages  Act.      [H0U8B.] 


Nelson  Harbour. 


49» 


Workmen's  Wages  Act,  1893,"  to  demand 
their  wages  weekly,  and  attaoh  any  moneys 
belonging  to  the  oontraotor  il  they  were  not 
paid.  They  were  also  able  ander  **  The  Oon- 
IraotoiB'  and  Workmen's  Lien  Act,  1892,"  to 
place  a  lien  on  lands  and  chattels  for  the  con- 
tract price  of  their  work.  If  they  did  not  avail 
themeelyes  of  these  privileges,  they  oould  refuse 
to  work  unless  weekly  payments  by  the  con- 
tractor were  made  to  them.  Only  yester- 
day a  number  of  builders  brought  a  case 
under  his  notice  where  the  principal  bad  had 
penalties  inflicted,  and  Lad  paid  those  penal- 
ttes  before  he  paid  for  the  material  supplied 
by  the  mason,  and  by  the  brickmakers,  and 
hy  the  timber  merchants.  He  had  used  up 
their  material,  of  course,  in  the  building,  and  he 
had  to  take  the  contract  according  to  the  sure- 
ties. He  had  paid  himself  the  penalties  first, 
and  he  took  it  out  of  their  material,  and  they 
considered  they  had  a  grievance.  In  the  case 
the  honourable  member  referred  to,  if  there 
was  nothing  coming  to  the  contractor,  the 
question  was  whether  we  should  go  the  same 
length  as  we  had  done  in  regard  to  compen- 
sation under  the  Workmen's  Act — namely, 
^Q  making  the  principal  responsible. 
That  was,  of  course,  a  very  large 
order— to  say  that  if  a  man  let  a  contract,  and 
if  the  contractor  had  not  the  means  to  pay  the 
workmen,  the  workmen  aould  come  on  the 
person  for  whom  the  house  was  being  built. 
That  was  a  question  which  required  very 
careful  consideration.  It  would  cut  both 
ways.  At  all  events,  as  he  had  said,  it  was 
a  very  important  question,  and  he  must  ask 
time  to  consider  it. 

NELSON  HARBOUR. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  (Nelson  City)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Marine,  Whether  the  Marine  Depart- 
ment, which  has  the  management  and  control 
of  Nelson  Harbour,  is  aware  of  the  very  serious 
condition  which  exists  there,  as  recently  de- 
scribed by  the  Harbourmaster  in  a  report  fur- 
nished by  him  to  the  Nelson  Borough  Council, 
and  will  the  Government  take  immediate  steps 
to  verify  such  report,  with  a  view  to  prompt 
action  being  taken  to  counteract  the  evils 
reported  upon?  The  question  now  before 
honourable  members  was  a  very  important 
one,  referring  as  it  did  to  a  serious  and  alarm- 
ing state  of  things  said  to  be  at  present  exist- 
ing both  inside  and  outside  the  Nelson  Har- 
bour. His  reason  for  asking  the  question  was 
that  he  had  seen  a  report  by  the  Harbour- 
master of  Nelson,  published  in  the  Nelson 
Colonist  newspaper  of  the  6th  August,  which 
had  been  submitted  to  a  meeting  of  Uie  City 
Council  on  the  previous  evening,  in  which  the 
grave  condition  of  the  harbour  was  pointed  out. 
In  that  report  it  was  stated, — 

*<  The  present  state  and  existing  conditions 
do  not  present  a  very  bright  prospect  for  the 
future.  .  .  .  Inside  the  harbour  there  is 
a  gradual  process  of  silting  going  on,  most 
noticeable  around  the  north  end  of  the  Go- 
vernment wharf,  inner  berths,  and  mid-har- 
bour banks." 


With  reference  to  the  bar  outside  the  entrance- 
of  the  harbour,  the  report  said, — 

**  This  is  where  there  is  a  remarkable  change 
for  the  worse.  In  1884  the  bar  was  composed 
of  general  detached  banks,  and  from  then  to* 
the  present  the  bank  (or  the  bar)  has  come 
down  bodily  1,800  ft.  to  the  southward,  .  .  . 
the  scour  being  of  no  benefit  towards  sweeping 
the  bank  away ;  and  the  south-east  end,  being, 
in  comparatively  still  water,  must  make  at  an 
alarming  rate." 

These  statements  indicated  Nelson  Harbour 
as  being  in  a  most  serious  condition,  requiring 
the  immediate  attention  of  the  Marine  Depart- 
ment with  a  view  of  counteracting  the  damage 
being  done.  When  he  saw  the  printed  report 
he  immediately  waited  on  the  officials  of  the^ 
Marine  Department  in  Wellington  and  in- 
quired into  the  matter,  when  he  was  told  they 
had  received  no  report  from  their  officer  at- 
Nelson;  neither  did  they  know  anything  of 
the  condition  of  things  said  to  exist  in  the 
report  of  the  Harbourmaster  as  furnished 
to  the  local  body.  Thereupon  he  gave  no- 
tice to  ask  the  Minister  this  question,  and 
he  had  allowed  sufficient  time  for  him 
to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  matter.  Since 
giving  notice  on  the  subject  he  had  received 
an  urgent  communication  from  the  City  Coun- 
cil. Under  the  circa mstances  of  this  report^ 
no  matter  though  it  was  made  without  refer- 
ence to  the  head  of  the  department,  it  was 
necessary  that  an  immediate  and  searching 
examination  should  be  made  to  verify  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  report  or  otherwise;  and  he 
asked  the  Minister  if  he  would  give  instruc- 
tions that  such  an  inquiry  should  be  made,  and 
that  an  independent  and  highly  qualified  au- 
thority should  be  employed  for  the  purpose. 
He  believed  there  was  such  an  authority  at 
present  available — one  who  had  been  oftei^ 
employed  during  the  last  twenty  years  not 
only  by  the  Government  of  New  Zealand,  but 
by  Australian  Governments  also;  and  if  that 
authority  were  employed  he  believed  the 
result  would  be  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 
He  referred  to  Mr.  Napier  Bell,  the  eminent 
marine  engineer.  He  hoped  the  Minister  had 
had  sufficient  time  since  ne  gave  notice  of  the 
question  to  make  inquiries,  and  that  the  an- 
swer he  would  receive  would  be  to  the  effect 
that  a  searching  investigation  would  be  made^ 
into  the  condition  of  things  he  had  pointed 
out. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  of  Marine> 
said  he  was  surprised  to  see  the  report  which 
had  been  sent  to  the  Borough  Council.  A  day 
or  two  before  the  department  had  a  report 
from  the  Harbourmaster,  who  stated  there  was 
some  shoaling  in  the  channel,  and  he  waa 
at  once  instructed  to  watch  and  take  sound- 
ings to  see  if  the  depth  of  water  decreased  ; 
and  by  a  telegram  received  on  the  10th  in- 
stant the  department  were  informed  that  there 
had  been  no  further  change.  When  he  saw 
this  very  alarming  report  sent  m  to  the  City 
Council  he  could  not  understand  it,  having 
in  view  the  report  to  the  department,  and  th» 
\  Harbourmaster  would  be  called  upon  for  an 
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explanation.  It  was  olearly  his  duty  to  have 
first  advised  the  department  if  the  oircum- 
-etanoes  were  as  stated  in  his  report  to  the  City 
Council.  He  (Mr.  Hall-Jones)  was  advised 
that  it  was  a  common  thing  for  changes  to 
take  place,  and  that  what  was  going  on  now 
was  perhaps  what  had  gone  on  in  previous 
years,  and  that  a  change  of  weather  would 
scour  away  the  shoaling  which  it  was  said  had 
taken  place.  To  allay  alarm  he  had  given  in- 
struction for  a  competent  officer  to  visit  Nelson 
and  report  upon  the  matter,  and  from  informa- 
tion he  had  received  he  thought  there  was  no 
need  for  anxiety. 

DISTRICT  JUDGE  KETTLE. 

Mr.  PIBANI  (Palmerston)  asked  the  Pre- 
mier, Why  Motion  No.  8  on  the  Order  Paper  of 
the  10th  August  is  opposed  ?  The  motion,  the 
Premier  would  see  was,  "  That  there  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House  the  correspondence  between  the 
Justice  Department  and  District  Judge  Kettle 
in  reference  to  the  Bams's  charges."  The 
Premier  would  remember  that  last  year  the 
Minister  of  Lands  read  a  statement  in  that 
House  from  Mr.  Barns  commenting  on  Judge 
Kettle  ;  and  in  connection  with  that  he  under- 
stood certain  correspondence  was  received  by 
the  Justice  Department  from  Judge  Kettle. 
On  the  2nd  December,  1897,  the  Premier  was 
asked  when  this  correspondence  would  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  his  reply  to  that  question 
was  as  follows  : — 

*<Mr.  Si&DDOK  said,  when  Judge  Kettle's 
reply  was  received— and  he  thought  it  was 
a  fair  thing  to  ask  Judge  Kettle  to  do—then 
the  Government  would  come  to  a  conclusion, 
and  he  would  announce  it  to  the  honourable 
gentleman.  ...  As  he  had  said,  a  copy 
of  the  statement  which  the  Minister  had 
read  to  the  House,  and  which  was  public 
property,  would  be  furnished  to  Judge  Kettle. 
Judge  Kettle  would,  no  doubt,  replv  to  it,  and 
on  the  receipt  of  that  reply  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  department  would,  no  doubt, 
after  consultation  with  his  colleagues,  decide 
on  a  course,  and  that  course  he  would  announce 
to  the  House  later  on." 

On  the  10th  December  the  Premier  stated 
the  correspondence  was  not  completed,  but 
when  it  was  it  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 
On  the  20th  December  the  Premier  was  again 
asked  to  put  the  correspondence  on  the  table, 
And  the  reply  was  as  follows  :— 

'*  Mr.  Seddon  thought  the  Cabinet  would  be 
able  to  settle  to-morrow  morning  whether  or 
not  there  would  be  an  inquiry  in  this  matter. 
The  Government  had  received  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Barns  in  answer  to  one  sent  to  him  by 
the  Government,  and  he  would  state  to-morrow 
whether  or  not  there  would  be  an  inquiry.  If 
ihey  decided  on  an  inquiry  there  would  be  no 
laying  of  the  correspondence  on  the  table.  If 
they  decided  that  there  should  be  no  inquiry  they 
would, lay  the  correspondence  on  the  table." 

The  next  day,  the  21st  December,  the 
Premier  said  **  the  Government  had  decided 
to  hold  an  inquiry."  Since  then  he  under- 
stood the  Gh)vernment  had  abandoned  the  idea 
Mr,  HalUJones 


of  holding  the  inquiry,  and  sent  a  with- 
drawal of  the  charges  to  Judge  Kettle  ;  yet 
the  ooricspondenoe  which  the  Premier  had 
promised  to  lay  on  the  table  if  there  should 
be  no  inquiry  had  not  been  laid  on  the 
table  at  all,  but  merely  a  couple  of  letters 
from  Mr.  Bams  withdrawing  the  charges.  He 
thought  the  House  had  a  right  to  ask  that 
the  correspondence  between  a  Judge  of  the 
District  Court  and  the  Minister  of  his  de- 
partment in  reference  to  statements  made  in 
the  House  affecting  his  character  should  he 
laid  on  the  table,  so  as  to  see  what  defence  the 
Judge  made  against  the  charges ;  because  it  was 
all  very  well  for  the  Government  and  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the 
charges,  but  he  thought  it  was  only  fair  to 
the  House  that  they  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  as  to  the  defence  of  the 
Judge  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  one  on  the  judicial  bench 
in  the  colony  who,  in  one  way  or  another,  had 
been  brought  so  often  and  so  prominently  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  as  Judge  Kettle.  First 
of  all  they  had  him  petitioning  the  House — a 
most  unusual  practice — ^in  connection  with  a 
grievance  he  bad  respecting  legal  expenses 
caused  in  an  action  brought  by  a  memoer  of 
the  legal  profession. 

Mr.  PIBANI  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
wanted  to  know  if  this  was  not  debatable 
matter  as  to  this  petition,  which  he  had  not 
referred  to. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  he  had  allowed  the 
honourable  member  a  great  deal  of  latitude  in 
asking  the  question,  and  he  must  allow  the 
Premier  the  same  latitude  in  his  reply. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  adversely 
criticizing  the  Judge — he  was  only  relating  an 
affair  which  occurred ;  and  he  simply  said  lati- 
tude was  allowed  then,  and  certainly  advantage 
was  taken  of  it.  Now,  in  respect  to  this  mat- 
ter, he  said  the  honourable  member  was  entirely 
wrong  when  he  said  that  his  (Mr.  Seddon's) 
colleague  made  charges  against  Judge  Kettle. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  said  the  charges  were  made 
by  Mr.  Barns. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  No;  the  honourable 
member  said  his  colleague  had  made  the  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  he  did  not  say  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
would  find  in  his  Hansard  report  that  he  did 
say  so.  However,  he  hoped  not ;  but  the  fact 
was  that  the  replies  which  had  been  given  to 
questions  last  session  were  candid  replies,  given 
as  the  proceedings  developed.  The  final  one 
was  that  if  there  was  no  inquiry  the  corre- 
spondence would  be  laid  on  the  table.  At  that 
time  the  Gk>Ternment  had  decided  to  hold  an 
inquiry,  but  developments  entirely  unforeseen 
by  the  Government  took  place  when  they 
wrote  to  Mr.  Barns  —  honourable  members 
would  see  it  by  the  correspondence  on  the 
table — to  know  whether  he  stood  by  what  he 
said  in  his  previous  communication  sent  to 
the  Minister  of  Lands.  Then  Mr.  Bams  en- 
tirely withdrew  the  charges. 
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Mr.  PIBAKI  Baid,  Five  days  before  the 
Premier's  last  answer. 

Mr.  3EDD0N  said  the  honourable  member 
'Wfs  entirely  wrong. 

*Mr.  PIBANI  said  it  was  on  the  papers. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  not  on  the  papers. 
'The  letter  he  referred  to  was  reoeiyed  after  the 
session  was  over.  The  honourable  member, 
in  some  way  or  another — well,  he  would  say 
-aceidentally — distorted  the  matter.  The  com- 
mimication  be  referred  to  was  a  oommunica- 
tion  sent  to  Mr.  Bams  after  the  House  had 
risen,  and  he  then  unreservedly  withdrew  the 

>  charges  against  the  Judge. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  asked,  Was  he  not  told  to 
withdraw  the  charges  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  wanted  to  know  what  the 
honourable  member  took  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues for.  What  he  wanted  to  know  was,  if 
the  honourable   member  was  in  his  position 

•  or  in  the  position  of  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
would  he  tell  any  person — a  public  servant— 
he  must  do  a  certain  thiog  ?  He  simply  said 
that,  BO  far  as  the  Government  were  concerned, 
and  so  far  as  the  Minister  of  Lands  was  con- 

•  cemed,  there  was  no  feeling  on  their  part  at 
all.  He  simply  said  the  fact  was  that  Mr. 
Bams  unreservedly  withdrew  the  charges. 

Mr.  PIBANI  asked  who  wrote  the  with- 
•dxawal. 

Mr.    SEDDON    said,    Perhaps  it  was    the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston. 
Mr.  PIBANI  said  it  was  a  member  of  the 

>  department.    He  could  prove  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honoura'ble  member 
was  greatly  mistaken,  and  he  had  made  a 
statement  which  he  would  ohalleoge.  He 
told  the  honourable  member  he  had  made  a' 
statement  which  was  absolutely  incorrect. 
Mr.  PIBANI  asked  who  wrote  the  original 

•charges.  He  sud  it  was  a  member  of  the  de- 
partment, and  he  could  prove  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
was  again   making   reckless   and  unfounded 

•charges.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  noticed  some 
officers  in  the  Government  service  were  in  touch 
with  the  honourable  member  and  keeping  him 
well  primed  with  what  was  going  on ;  and  the 
honourable  member  could  not  deny  it.    At  the 

-  same  time  he  said  the  honourable  member  was 
now  making  a  statement  which  was  absolutely 

'onfounded. 

Mr.  PIBANI  asked  who  signed  the  charges. 
Ha  said  it  was  not  Mr.  Barns. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  Mr.  Barns  sent  a  oom- 
manication  to  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  as  he  had  said,  gave  that 

.communication  to  the  House  when  in  Oom* 
mittee,  when  provoked  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa.    That  communication, 

'  of  course,  was  a  letter  which  was  written  and 
signed  by  Mr.  Bams. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  it  was  copied  by  Mr.  Barns. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 

was  again  making  a  statement  which  was  base 

.and  absolutely  inoorreot.  The  honourable 
member  was  noted    for   making   these  rash 

:  statements,  and    he   really   should   take  no 

.nolioe  of  them,  because  they  were  only  made 


to  provoke  a  retort  or  denial  from  him  (Mr. 
Seddon).  At  all  events,  he  could  say  that  the 
course  the  Government  took  was  the  proper 
one.  There  was  nothing  to  lay  on  the  table. 
When  there  had  been  no  inquiry,  and  when  the 
charges  which  had  been  made  had  been  abso- 
lutely withdrawn  and  apologized  for,  there  was 
an  end  to  the  correspondence.  Why  should 
Mr.  Judge  Kettle  compledn  or  have  any  griev- 
ance? Had  Mr.  Judge  Kettle  asked  the 
honourable  member  to  bring  this  question 
forward  ? 

Mr.  PIBANI  said,  No,  and  he  would  not  do 
it  even  if  asked  by  the  Premier. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  he  had  information 
to  the  contrary.  But  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  given  him  an  assurance  that  it  was 
not  so,  and  he  accepted  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's assurance. 

Mr.  CABSON  asked  what  was  the  date  of  the 
withdrawal. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  letter  received  from 
Mr.  Bams  which  he  alluded  to,  and  which 
had  peen  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  was 
received  after  the  session  was  over.  He  thought 
it  was  on  the  table  now,  but  he  could  not  lay 
his  hand  on  it  at  the  moment.  It  was  some 
time  afterwards  that  that  note  was  sect  to  Mr. 
Bams  finally  intimating  to  him  the  fact  of  the 
inquiry,  and  asking  whether  he  persisted  in  the 
charges  made;  and  it  was  then  Mr.  Barns 
wrote  back  and  said  he  had  made  the  charges 
when  suffering  under  provocation,  and  with- 
drew them,  and  apologized  for  having  made 
them. 

Mr.  CABSON  asked,  how  long  was  it  after 
Judge  Kettle  wrote  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Minister  of  Justice 
informed  him  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  McKenzie  was 
absent  from  Wellington  at  the  time,  and  that 
the  correspondence  was  sent  down  to  him.  At 
all  events,  it  was  intimated  to  Mr.  Judge  Kettle 
that  Mr.  Barns  had  withdrawn  the  charges. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wanganui  ought 
to  know  it,  because  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  remem- 
bered a  paragraph  appearing  a  day  or  two  after- 
wards in  the  Wanganui  ChronicU  which  gave 
the  country  and  the  colony  the  fact  that  these 
charges  had  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CABSON  said  he  was  surprised  at  the 
extraordinary  delay. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  what  occurred, 
and,  so  far  as  the  withdrawal  and  the  Govern- 
ment's communication  to  Mr.  Judge  Kettle 
intimating  that  the  charges  had  been  with- 
drawn were  concerned,  they  had  been  laid  upon 
the  table.  He  therefore  said,  the  moment  the 
charge  was  withdrawn  and  an  apology  tendered 
what  preceded  it  entirely  disappeared,  because 
it  was  withdrawn,  and  was  not  in  existence. 
Anything  from  Judge  Kettle  now  would  be  a 
reply  to  what  was  a  myth,  to  what  was  non- 
existent, and  under  those  circumstances  he 
thought  the  course  the  Government  took  was 
quite  consistent  with  what  he  had  said.  He 
last  session  said,  if  there  was  to  be  an  inquiry, 
then  there  would  be  no  laying  of  the  papers  on 
the  table,  and  if  there  was  no  inqulrv,  tnen  let 
the  papers  be  laid  on  the  table,  andtne  matter, 
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of  course,  r/ould  be  as  between  the  two  parties. 
He  was  very  glad  that  it  had  ended  in  the  way 
it  bad,  and  he  could  not  see  that  any  good 
purpose  would  be  served  by  constantly  bringing 
the  matter  up  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  It 
could  not  do  Judge  Kettle  any  good,  and  it 
could  not  hurt  the  Government.  He  said  this : 
He  had  heard  that  day  Magistrates  referred  to 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  so  accused  that 
if  the  charges  made  were  correct,  or  if  there 
was  a  tittle  of  evidence  to  support  them,  they 
were  absolutely  unflt  to  hold  their  positions. 
In  the  cases  to  which  he  referred  there  was 
not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the  charges 
that  had  been  made,  and  he  complained  of 
members  making  charges  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  when  they  were  protected  by  privilege, 
and  which  they  would  not  dare  to  make  outside 
the  House.  That  was  what  he  complained  of, 
and,  at  all  events,  as  long  as  he  was  there  he 
should  protect  officers  holding  judicial  posi- 
tions. In  this  case  of  Judge  Kettle  provoca- 
tion was  given  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa,  and  (he  whole  responsibility  for 
this  rested  on  that  honourable  member ;  and, 
even  under  the  provocation,  the  Minister  of 
Lands  expressed  no  opinion  of  his  own,  but 
simply  gave  the  contents  of  the  letter  he  had 
from  Mr.  Barns.  It  was  simply  a  question 
between  two  Government  officers,  and  either 
party  was  entitled  to  an  investigation;  but 
under  the  circumstances,  as  the  charge  was 
withdrawn  by  Mr.  Bams  and  an  apology  made, 
he  thought  the  subject  should  be  ended. 

PAEROA-WAIHI  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thames)  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, Whether  they  are  in  possession  of  their 
Engineer's  report  on  the  Paeroa-Waihi  Bail- 
way  ;  if  so,  are  they  prepared  to  put  this  neces- 
sary work  in  hand  at  the  earliest  opportunity  ? 
If  they  are  not  prepared  to  reply  in  the  affirma- 
tive, will  they  give  resksonable  facilities  for  its 
immediate  prosecution  by  a  private  company  ? 
This  matter  was  a  much  more  important 
matter  to  this  particular  district,  and  to  the 
colony  generally,  than  it  would  appear  to  be  on 
account  of  reference '  being  made  to  it  in  the 
form  of  a  question  and  answer.  It  was  very 
important  that  this  railway  should  be  com- 
menced at  an  early  date,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  there  was  a  large  community  there, 
apart  altogether  from  the  amount  of  traffic 
that  would  be  available  in  the  way  of  ooaJ  and 
other  necessary  material  'for  the  extensive 
works  that  were  now  being  carried  on  there. 
There  was  a  population  of  three  thousand 
people  whose  supplies  would  be  carried  over  this 
railway ;  and,  that  being  so—and  especially  at 
the  present  time,  when  there  were  capitalists 
who  were  prepared  to  undertake  this  work  if 
reasonable  facilities  were  given  in  the  way  of 
time  to  recoup  themselves  for  the  outlay — he 
hoped  the  Government  would  take  the  work  in 
hand  at  an  early  date,  and  have  completed  an 
important  portion  of  a  railway  that  would 
eventually  be  the  railway  for  the  East  Coast, 
connecting  with  Tauranga,  Napier,  Gisborne, 
and  those  districts  along  that  coast. 
Mr,  Seddon 


Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  for  PabVc- 
Works)  said  the  Engineer's  report  had  beei^ 
received,  and  it  showed  that  a  fair  line  could 
be  constructed.  The  length  would  be  about 
twelve  miles  and  a  half,  and  the  steepest- 
gradient  on  it  would  be  1  in  60.  There  were 
numerous  curves  of  a  six-chains  radius,  and 
there  would  be  a  tunnel  about  1,200  yards  in 
length.  The  question  as  to  whetiier  the  Go- 
vernment would  undertake  this  work  or  leave - 
it  to  private  enterprise  was  one  which,  at  the 
present  time,  he  did  not  care  to  express  an 
opinion  upon.  They  would  shortly  be  dealing 
with  the  public- works  estimates,  and  the 
House  would  have  an  opportunity  of  dealing 
with  the  question  of  ways  and  means,  and  then 
they  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  judge 
whether  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  the  work  in  hand  or  leave  it  to 
private  enterprise.  He  would  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  let  the  question  stand  over 
for  the  present. 

OOUNTRY  AROUND  WANGANUI  RIVER. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  What  progress  has  been  made  with 
the  "  Book  describing  country  around  the  Wa- 
nganui  River,"  for  which  £20  has  been  paid,  and 
£40  is  proposed  to  be  voted  this  year  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
the  book  referred  to  in  this  question  had  been 
prepared  for  some  little  time,  and  it  was  at  the 
Printing  Office  at  the  present  moment,  bnt^ 
owing  to  pressure  of  work  there,  the  issue  of  the 
book  had  been  delayed.  He  hoped  to  have  it 
ready  shortly  and  circulated  amongst  members, 
and  alEO  amongst  tourists  who  might  be  desir- 
ous of  visiting  that  part  of  the  country.  Al> 
though  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  literary- 
expert,  such  as  the  honourable  member  was, 
he  could  assure  the  honourable  member  that 
if  he  would  read  that  book  he  would  be  well 
pleased  with  it,  and  would  consider  it  well 
worth  the  money. 

THERMAL  SPRINGS. 
Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  asked  the  Mmis- 
ter  for  Railways,  Whether  he  will  favourably^ 
consider  the  question  of  granting  return  tiokete 
at  quarter-rates  to  those  who  visit  the  thermal^ 
springs  and  are  in  a  state  of  impecuniosity 
and  suffering  from  rheumatism  or  other 
diseases  which  may  be  benefited  or  cured  by 
bathing  in  the  thermal  springs  of  the  oolony  T 
He  was  putting  this  question  in  as  mild  a  way 
as  possible,  because  he  considered  it  was  time- 
they  began  to  think  something  of  thoee 
amongst  us  who  were  in  a  delicate  state  of 
health,  and  also  in  a  state  of  impecuniosity,  and 
give  such  facilities  as  would  allow  of  tiioae 
people  travelling  backward  and  forward  to  oar 
thermal  springs  and  enjoying  the  benefits  of 
bathing  in  them.  He  had  seen  an  inv^d  at 
the  Hanmer  Springs  who  would  never  have 
been  able  to  have  reached  there  had  it  not 
been  for  his  doctor  sub^ribing  his  ti^re,  and 
a  week  after  bathing  he  could  walk  without 
the  help  of  his  walking-sticks;  and  while  at 
Rotorua  he  had  seen  similar  instances.    Many 
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people  who  would  derive  gxeal  benefit  from  bath- 
ing In  these  springs  had  not  the  means  to  get 
to  them.  He  wonld  like  to  see  saoh  people 
carried  free  on  the  railways  to  these  springs 
on  a  doctor's  certificate,  or  something  of  the 
kind.  Tourists  who  might  be  worth  thousands 
of  pounds  received  concessions  in  travelling 
through  the  colony,  and  he  thought  the  con- 
cessions he  had  suggested  should  be  granted  to 
those  persons  for  whom  he  was  pleeding.  He 
might  also  draw  the  Minister's  attention  to 
(he  fact  that,  in  the  case  of  the  cheap  tickets 
to  Hanmer  Plains,  any  one  travelling  south  of 
Christchurch  had  to  pay  the  ordinary  fare. 
When  they  came  to  Ohristchuroh  he  was 
well  aware  that  tickets  for  a  long  period— 
he  thought,  for  three  months — were  issued  at 
£1  lOs.  return.  That,  he  had  nothing  to  com- 
plain about ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  thought 
a  similar  concession  might  be  granted  in  the 
case  of  indigent  persons  travelling  to  these 
springs  for  their  health's  sake  from  the  point 
at  which  they  started.  He  trusted  the  Minis- 
ter would  be  able  to  give  him  a  favourable 
reply. 

Mr.  OABMAK  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
he  did  not  see  very  well  how  such  a  course 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  suggested  could 
be  adopted,  because  it  would  simply  lead  to 
numerous  applications  to  every  Stationmaster 
in  the  colony  from  the  sick  and  the  lame,  the 
halt  and  the  blind,  from  all  directions,  and  the 
question  would  then  arise:  Was  the  Station- 
master  to  find  out  whether  a  person  was  impe- 
cunious and  was  suffering  from  rheumatism 
or  any  other  disease?  It  seemed  to  him  if 
they  attempted  to  deal  with  this  as  a  railway 
matter  the  Railway  Department  would  simply 
develop  into  a  huge  charitable-ud  institution. 
If  the  charitable  organizations  of  the  colony 
would  agree  upon  general  lines  to  deal  with  this 
matter,  he  thought  the  Qovemment  would  be 
quite  prepared  to  meet  them  by  giving  facilities 
to  the  class  of  people  mentioned  to  travel  over 
the  railways  at  low  rates. 

Mr.  FLATMAN. -Through  the  Charitable 
Aid  Boards  ? 

Mr.  CABMAN.— Yes. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES'  SUBSIDIES. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  asked  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Whether  provision  is  pro- 
posed to  be  made  to  subsidise  public  libranes  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Colonial  Treasurer)  said  that 
at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session  he  had  stated, 
in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Grey,  that  they  would  place  a 
sum  of  JB2,000  on  the  supplementary  estimates 
for  the  purpose  of  subsiaising,  on  terms  to  be 
approved,  the  libraries  of  the  colony. 

WAITARA  DEATHS  REGISTRATION. 
-  on  Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  asked 
*'^'  the  Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  he  is  at 
liberty  to  explain  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen 
as  to  the  registration  of  deaths  at  Waitara,  and  as 
to  the  audit  of  the  accounts  in  connection  there- 
with ?  With  reference  to  this  question,  he  had 
been  informed  by  a  member  of  the  Raleigh  Town 
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Board,  which  was  the  same  as  that  generally 
known  as  the  Waitara  Town  Board,  hebelieved, 
that  within  the  last  twelve  years  only  five 
deaths  had  been  registered  in  respect  of  buriijs 
at  Raleigh  (or  Waitara).  If  the  statistics  of 
the  colony  were  compiled  upon  such  a  basis, 
then,  clearly,  they  must  be  very  unreliable.  A 
member  of  the  Town  Board,  looking  into  this 
matter  some  time  ago,  drew  the  attention  of 
the  Audit  Office  to  the  circumstances,  and 
asked  for  an  inquiry,  which  was  held,  and 
resulted  in  the  following  letter  being  sent : — 
"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Raleigh  Town  Board, 
Waitara. 

<*  I  have  forwarded  the  balance-sheet  of  your 
Board  to  the  Controller  and  Auditor-Gtoneral, 
with  a  memorandum  stating  reasons  why  it 
cannot  be  passed.  The  grave  irregularities 
in  connection  with  the  administration  of  t^e 
cemetery  trust,  and  the  illegal  reception  and 
retention  of  moneys  by  the  undertaker,  form 
in  themselves  sufficient  grounds  for  definite 
action  being  taken.  In  all  probability  the 
Controller  and  Auditor  -  General  will  com- 
municate with  your  Board. 

"  P.  PuBVis  Webb, 

"  Chief  Audit  Inspector. 

"23rd  September,  1897." 
Since  then  nothing  has  been  heard  from  the 
Audit  Office,  nor  from  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
to  whom  appeal  was  made  as  having  to  do 
with  the  administration  of  cemeteries,  but  no 
acknowledgment  even  had  been  received  to 
these  communications.  It  might  throw  some 
light  on  the  position  if  he  stated  that  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Town  Board  had  been  and  was  the 
local  undertaker. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
the  only  way  in  which  the  Minister  of  Lands 
was  concerned  in  this  matter  was  that  he  had 
to  appoint  the  trustees  of  the  various  cemeteries 
throughout  the  colony  when  that  was  neces- 
sary, and  he  signed  the  OaMette  notices  making 
these  appointments.  It  appeared  that  tiie 
Waitara  Town  Board  had  for  a  number  of 
years,  without  proper  authority,  been  acting 
as  trustees  for  this  cemetery.  Trustees  were 
appointed  for  it  in  the  year  1880— eighteen 
years  ago.  Some  of  them  had  left  the  district, 
others  had  died,  so  that  only  two  of  the  original 
trustees  remained  at  the  present  time,  and  Uiey 
refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter. 
That  was  the  reason  the  Town  Board  had  taken 
up  the  matter,  and,  thinking  they  could  do  so, 
they  had  proceeded  to  conduct  the  business 
of  the  Cemetery  Board  without  making  proper 
inquiries.  Now,  when  this  matter  came  under 
his  notice — ^and  it  had  been  brought  under  it  by 
the  letter  read  by  the  honourable  member — ^he 
had  immediately  taken  advice  from  the  proper 
officer,  and  had  now  legally  appointed  the 
Waitara  Town  Board  as  trustees  for  the  ceme- 
tery. He  had  appointed  this  body  because  it 
was  one  elected  by  the  ratepayers  in  the  dis- 
trict. The  Board  would  be  gazetted  as  trustees 
— in  fact,  they  were  now  so  gazetted— imd  so 
would  be  able  to  act  legally  in  the  matter. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  auditing  of  aoooonts, 
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the  God  broiler  and  Aaditor-General,  in  a 
minute  dated  the  9th  Jane,  1898,  said  that, 
'*  Without  additions  to  the  stafE  he  is  unable 
to  perform  the  service  of  inspeotinff  oemetery 
accounts,  though  he  has  grounds  for  suppos- 
ing that  such  an  audit  is  generally  desired 
throughout  the  colony/'  There  was  nothing 
now  to  lead  him  to  think  the  staff  of  the  Audit 
Deputment  should  do  this  class  of  work,  but 
the  books. of  accounts  could  be  inspected. 
The  honourable  member  would  see  that  in  a 
country  district  such  as  this,  where  people  did 
not  know  the  law,  it  was  quite  likely  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Town  Board  would  be  under  the 
belief  that,  because  the  cemetery  was  in  their 
district,  they  should  administer  it,  and,  with- 
out making  proper  inquiries,  proceed  to  do  what 
was  illegal.  When  the  matter  had  come  under 
his  notice  he  had  appointed  trustees. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Then,  you  appointed 
the  local  undertaker  whose  conduct  was  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Audit  Office? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  asked  how  he  was  to 
know  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  happened 
to  be  the  local  undertaker.  At  any  rate,  the 
local  body  was  to  have  control  of  the  cemetery, 
and  it  was  for  that  body  to  say  whether  its 
Chairman  could  fittingly  hold  that  position. 
If  he  had  not  appointed  the  Town  Board  as 
trustees  of  the  oemetery  he  would  have  had  to 
appoint  others,  and,  whenever  he  had  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so,  he  believed  it  was  the 
best  course  to  appoint  those  who  were  elected 
by  the  ratepayers  in  the  district  as  trustees, 
rather  than,  as  he  had  power  to  do,  nominate 
others.  He  always  preferred  to  take  those  who 
were  elected  in  the  district.  He  had  not  the 
slightest  knowledge  that  the  {gentleman  referred 
to  was  the  local  undertaker  and  also  Chair- 
man of  the  Town  Bourd.  However,  further 
inquiry  could  be  easily  made  into  that. 

TURUTURUMOKAI  RESERVE. 
Mr.  McGUIKE  (Egmont)  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, What  objection,  if  any,  they  have  to  vest 
the  Turuturumokai  Reserve,  near  Hawera,  in 
the  Hawera  Borough  Council,  in  order  that 
this  historic  reserve  may  be  conserved?  He 
had  had  considerable  correspondence  over  this 
matter  with  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  would 
like  to  refresh  the  memory  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  He  had  moved  in  the  matter  in 
oonsequence  of  having  received  a  resolution 
from  the  Hawera  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which 
was  as  follows:  "That  this  Chamber  request 
the  member  for  the  district  to  use  his  best  en- 
deavours to  have  the  Turuturumokai  Reserve 
vested  in  the  Hawera  Borough  Council,  with  a 
view  to  its  conservation.'*  The  above  resolu- 
tion was  dated  the  10th  June,  1898.  On  receipt 
of  that  resolution  he  wrote  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  on  the  10th  June,  and  stated  in  his 
memorandum  that  he  had  the  honour  to  sub- 
mit the  enclosed  resolution  from  the  Hawera 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  Minister's 
favourable  consideration.  He  also  pointed 
out  that  the  reserve  in  question,  being  the 
site  of  a  celebrated  redoubt,  which  was  most 
gallantly  defended  by  a  mere  handful  of  our 
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colonial  Forces,  who,  although  taken  by  sur- 
prise, dispersed  the  enemy,  it  was  therefore 
looked  upon  by  the  people  of  the  distriot  as  a 
spot  of  historical  interest.  On  the  21st  instant 
the  Minister  of  Lands  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  letter.  He  stated  shortly  that  the 
request  therein  contained  would  be  considered 
as  soon  as  possible.  Not  hearing  from  the 
Minister,  he  again  wrote,  and  on  the  6th  of 
August  he  received  the  following  letter  :— 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  27th  July,  and  in  reply 
thereto  to  say,  with  regard  to  the  Turuturu- 
mokai Reserve,  near  Hawera,  that  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  inform  you  what  action  the 
Government  will  take  to  comply  with  your  re- 
quest that  the  reserve  should  be  vested  in  the 
Hawera  Borough  Council. — I  have,  &c., 
"  J.  McKhnzie, 

Minister  of  Lands." 

He  considered  the  Minister's  reply  ambiguous. 
He  would  like  to  receive  a  reply  that  the  moat 
ordinary  person  could  understand.  He  there- 
fore trusted  the  Minister  would  tell  him  what 
he  really  meant  to  do  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
he  was  very  sorry  indeed  for  the  honourable 
member  if  he  could  not  understand  a  letter 
such  as  that  which  he  had  just  read.  He 
thought  that  every  other  member  of  the  House 
would  fully  understand  what  the  effect  of  that 
letter  was  —  that  this  matter  had  not  been 
finally  settled.  Since  seeing  the  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  he  had  made  some  inquiries  into 
the  matter,  and  had  gone  over  the  papers  in  oon- 
neotion  with  it.  He  found  that  the  Turuturu- 
mokai Reserve  was  held  by  the  colonial  Faroes 
against  the  Maoris  in  the  time  of  the  Native  war, 
the  consequence  being  that  at  present  the  site 
was  truly  regarded  as  an  historio  place,  and  the 
question  of  whether  it  should  be  handed  over  for 
all  time  to  come  to  the  Hawera  Borough  Gounell 
was  not  for  the  Minister  alone  to  decide.  He 
would  not  take  on  himself  the  responsibility  of 
handing  over  to  the  Council  a  place  of  so  muoh 
note  without  consulting  the  Cabinet ;  and,  as 
the  papers  in  connection  with  the  whole  matter 
had  now  been  prepared  for  the  consideratioii 
of  Cabinet,  the  question  would  receive  con- 
sideration during  the  session.  Of  oourse. 
Ministers  had  many  things  to  deal  with :  they 
had  their  business  at  their  offices  every  day, 
and  in  addition  they  had  the  supervision  of  the 
various  departments  to  attend  to,  so  that  they 
had  not  had  time  so  far  to  give  this  matter 
their  attention.  That  was  the  purport  of  Uie 
letter  sent  to  the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  was  obliged  to  the  Minister 
for  his  reply,  but  would  like  to  say  that  when 
he  showed  the  honourable  gentleman  his  own 
letter  of  the  previous  day  he  was  in  doubt  him- 
self as  to  the  meaning  of  what  he  had  written ; 
and  for  that  reason  he  (Mr.  McGuire)  put  the 
question  on  the  Order  Paper,  so  that  the  Minis- 
ter might  ask  the  department  to  inform  him  as 
to  the  meaning  of  the  communication. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  that,  so  far  as  the 
honourable  member  was  oonoerned,  the  snbjeei 
was  of  great  importance  to  him,  and  no  doobi 
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lie  had  it  olear  in  his  mind ;  bat  he  should  re- 
member that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Minister 
of  Lands  or  any  other  Minister  to  carry  in  his 
mind  all  the  details  of  the  various  matters  that 
•called  for  his  attention.  For  himself,  there 
-were  many  reserves,  roads,  and  bridges,  and 
other  subjects  that  he  had  to  deal  with,  and 
irom  memory  he  could  not  on  the  instant  give 
a  full  answer  to  any  question  put  to  him  about 
any  of  them. 

AUCKLAND-HENDERSON  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  (Eden)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  Whether  he  will  put  on  an  extra 
trsdn,  at  suitable  hours,  on  the  Kaipara  Rail- 
way-line, between  the  City  of  Auckland  and 
Henderson?  He  asked  this  question  on  ac- 
count of  the  unsatisfactory  way  in  which  the 
trains  were  run  on  the  Eaipara  branch.  The 
Minister  for  Railways  was  kind  enough,  a  short 
time  ago,  to  alter  the  time-table,  at  the  request 
of  a  number  of  people  who  lived  near  the  town ; 
and,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  the  altera- 
tion was  satisfactory,  but  there  were  a  number 
of  settlers  living  further  up  the  line  who  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  change.  The  only  way  to 
cope  with  the  difficulty,  he  thought,  was  to  put 
on  an  extra  train.  The  distance  between  Auck- 
land and  Henderson  was  fourteen  miles,  and 
there  was  a  large  area  of  land  between  the  two 
places  which  was  at  present  unoccupied,  and 
commercial  men  in  the  City  of  Aucldand  and 
the  neighbourhood  were  satisfied  that  if  an 
extra  train  were  put  on  it  would  pay  hand- 
somely in  a  year  or  so,  as  the  unoccupied  land 
would  soon  be  taken  up.  He  knew  that  the 
Minister's  policy  was  not  to  run  trains  in  an- 
ticipation of  traffic,  but  there  was  a  moral 
certainty  that  if  trains  were  run  oftener  it 
would  pay,  because  the  land  would  be  settled 
on  in  small  holdings. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
Ihe  honourable  gentleman  opened  up  a  very 
important  question — namely,  as  to  who  was  to 
be  the  judffe  of  suitable  hours  of  a  time-table ; 
and  in  dealing  with  these  matters  the  depart- 
ment must  naturally  be  the  best  judge,  and 
they  always  endeavoured  to  adopt  a  time-table 
that  would  suit  the  majority  of  the  people,  as 
it  was  impossible  to  frame  a  time-table  to  suit 
every  one.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
himself  draft  a  time-table  that  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  more  acceptable,  he  (Mr.  Gadman) 
would  be  very  glad  to  give  it  every  considera- 
tion. The  question  of  an  extra  train  was 
another  matter  altogether.  That  was  a  ques- 
tion that  had  to  be  looked  at  not  only  from  the 
point  of  view  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
mentioned,  but  also  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  Colonial  Exchequer,  and  to  put  an  extra 
train  on  the  line  would  mean  that  it  would  not 
pay  working-expenses.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  land 
that  was  unoccupied,  and  he  (Mr.  Cadman) 
asreed  with  that;  but  he  thought  the  owners 
ofthat  land  should  open  it  up  themselves,  and 
pnt  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  could  be  settled 
upon,  and  then  ask  the  colony  to  nm  a  train. 
It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Government 


would  run  a  train  for  twelve  months  at  a  loss 
simply  to  help,  in  the  owners'  interests,  to  have 
the  land  settled. 

HOMES    FOR    WORKING-MEN    NEAR 

AUCKLAND. 
Mr.  BOLLARD  (Eden)  asked  the  Minister 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  purchase  land  between 
Mount  Albert  and  Henderson  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act,  in  order  to  provide  homes 
for  working-men  who  are  now  living  in  over- 
crowded back  streets  in  the  City  of  Auckland  ? 
As  members  knew,  the  Minister  had  iJready 
bought  lands  In  other  parts  of  the  colony, 
onder  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  large  centres  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  the  congestion  of  the  towns. 
The  purchase  of  the  land  he  referred  to  in  his 
question  had  some  connection  with  the  previous 
question,  because  it  was  land  that  might  be 
settled  upon,  and,  if  settled  upon,  a  train 
such  as  he  suggested  would  be  verv  desir- 
able. A  large  quantity  of  the  land  between 
Mount  Albert  and  Henderson  could  be  bought 
at  an  average  of  £10  an  acre ;  the  land  close 
to  Mount  Albert  would,  of  course,  be  more. 
He  was  aware  that  inquiries  had  been  made 
from  the  owners  as  to  the  price  they  would  ac- 
cept for  the  properties,  but  the  Minister  had 
declined  to  go  on,  as  the  price  asked,  he  said, 
was  too  high.  He  (Mr.  Bollard)  happened  to 
know  the  price  asked,  and  he  knew  that  it  was 
38  per  cent,  less  than  the  land  would  have  sold 
for  fourteen  years  ago.  He  was  satisfied  of 
that.  Beyond  Mount  Albert  there  was  land 
unoccupied  that  might  be  purchased  and  pre- 
pared for  settlement  at  £10  per  acre.  He  ad- 
mitted the  land  was  not  good,  but  if  it  was  pur- 
chased from  the  present  owners  and  cut  up  Into 
five-acre  sections  and  offered  on  perpetual  lease 
or  on  other  easy  terms  to  the  working-men  of 
Auckland  he  was  satisfied  that  three  or  four 
hundred  families  would  take  up  areas,  especiallv 
if  the  extra  train  he  had  previously  spoken 
about  were  run.  The  people  might  be  assisted 
to  build  houses,  the  department  lending  them 
money  for  that  purpose,  and  the  interest  they' 
would  have  to  pay,  together  with  the  train- 
fare,  would  be  less  than  was  now  paid  by 
many  a  working-man  for  a  miserable  cottage 
in  the  overcrowded  back  streets  of  the  oi^. 
Their  health  would  be  considerably  improved 
by  going  into  the  country,  and  it  would  be  a 
great  boon  to  them  to  be  able  to  settle  on  this 
land,  which  could  be  purchased  in  large  sec- 
tions at  a  low  price  and  profitably  settled. 
There  was  no  place  within  twenty  miles  of 
Auckland  in  any  other  direction  where  land 
could  be  purchased  so  cheaply  as  the  place  he 
referred  to.  Probably  the  Minister  would  tell 
him  that  the  land  was  not  good,  and  unsuit- 
able ;  but  he  would  draw  attention  to  this  fact : 
that  the  people  would  not  be  dependent  on  the 
land  for  a  living,  but  would  simply  have  healthy 
homes,  and  they  would  earn  their  livinn  in 
Auckland.  Their  families  would  have  the  bene- 
fit of  living  in  a  healthy  locality,  and  would  be 
very  much  improved  by  the  change  from  the 
back  slums  of  the  City  of  Auckland  to  healthy 
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ooanfery  life,  and  haye  the  advantage  of  being 
able  to  keep  fowls,  pifls,  and  a  oow,  and  pro- 
duce their  own  vegetables  and  fruit. 

Mr.  J.  MoEENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
that  honourable  members  must  know  that  the 
Minister  of  Lands  personally  oould  not  take 
any  part  in  the  matter  of  purchasing  land  for 
homes  for  working-people.  That  had  to  be 
done  through  the  Land  Purchase  Department ; 
and  the  officer  whose  duty  it  was  to  make 
inqairies  regarding  property  informed  him 
tiiat  he  had  made  considerable  inquiries 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Auckland  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  land  for  establishing  work- 
men's homes,  as  had  been  done  in  Welling- 
ton and  Ohristchurch.  However,  he  reported 
that  the  price  asked  for  the  land  in  the 
locality  was  so  high  that  the  Board  could 
not  recommend  the  Government  to  bay  it. 
He  also  said  that  not  only  was  the  price 
too  high  and  the  land  poor,  but  that  the 
time-table  of  the  Kaipara  Railway  line  would 
not  suit  the  working -people  as  regards  the 
morning  train  running  into  Auckland.  If  the 
land  were  purchased,  in  order  to  make  it  a 
baocesB  it  would  be  necessary  to  run  a  special 
train  each  morning  to  Auckland  in  order  to 
enable  the  working-men  to  get  to  Auckland. 
Of  course,  the  honourable  member  must  know 
that  the  Chairman  of  the  Land  Purchsbse 
Board  was  the  Ohlef  Commissioner  of  Kail- 
ways  for  five  or  six  years,  and  had  a  pretty 
good  knowledge  of  what  was  required  to  make 
a  line  pay.  He  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  not  pay  to  run  a  special  train  for 
the  workmen's  settlements,  and  he  had  given 
him  (Mr.  MoKenzie)  other  reasons  why,  under 
the  circumstances,  workmen  who  wished  to 
get  into  town  of  a  morning  were  not  so  depend- 
ent upon  the  trains  as  they  were  in  the  past. 
They  had  now  got  their  bicycles,  and  oould 
go  into  town  or  to  their  homes  in  less 
time  even  than  the  train  would  take  them 
there;  consequently  a  special- train  service 
would  be  of  very  little  use.  However,  if  the 
statement  made  by  the  honourable  member 
was  correct— that  land  could  be  bought  at 
the  price  he  stated  in  that  locality — he  should 
be  very  much  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man if  he  would  give  this  information  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Land  Purchase  Board ;  and 
he  was  sure  that  that  gentleman  would  be  only 
too  glad  to  receive  it,  especially  if  the  land 
oould  be  got  at  a  price  that  would  enable  it  to 
be  successfully  settled. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  said  he  could  purchase  a 
thousand  aores  of  land  for  less  than  £10  an 
acre. 

JAMES  McAULIPPE. 
Mr.  MORRISON  (Caversham)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  case  of  James  McAulifie, 
who  was  severely  injured  in  attempting  to 
arrest  a  burglar  at  Caversham  on  the  15th 
July,  1898;  and,  seeing  that  the  said  James 
McAuliffe  has  been  prevented  from,  following 
his  usual  employment  on  account  of  the  wound 
he  received,  and  seeing  that  he  is  a  married 
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man  with  a  large  family  who  are  in  very  poor 
circumstances,  will  the  Minister  make  in<|uiriea 
into  the  case,  and  grant  a  small  compassionate 
allowance  to  this  man  for  his  plucky  con- 
duct in  preventing  a  burglary  taking  place  f 
He  had  been  induced  to  put  this  quastion 
on  the  Order  Paper  because  he  knew  some- 
thing of  the  sad  circumstances  surrounding 
this  case,  and  for  the  information  of  the 
Minister  he  would  like  to  touoh  on  some 
of  the  points  which  he  thought  necessary  to 
bring  prominently  before  him.  In  the  first 
place,  he  might  say  that  James  McAuliffe  was 
a  lamplighter  in  the  employ  of  the  Caversham 
Gas  Company,  and  in.  the  execution  of  his 
duty  he  had  to  put  out  the  lights  at  midnight. 
On  the  date  mentioned— 15th  July — ^he  was 
performing  his  usual  duties,  and  in  passing 
through  the  main  street  of  Caversham  he 
noticed  a  man  trying  to  break  into  Todd  Bro- 
thers* store.  Thinking  there  was  something 
suspicious  about  the  man's  actions,  the  lamp- 
lighter watched  him  for  a  few  minutea  from 
the  recess  in  a  chemist's  shop ;  but  the  man 
evidently  heard  a  step  on  the  footpath,  and 
went  up  a  lane  alongside.  Thinking  the 
trouble  was  over,  the  man  returned  to  the 
shop  and  tried  again.  McAuliffe  then  heard 
another  footstep  coming  up  the  street,  and, 
looking,  he  saw  a  man  carrying  a  light. 
McAuliffe  crossed  over  to  this  person,  and  found 
it  was  Mr.  Haigreaves,  the  Inspector  of  the 
borough,,  going  on  his  rounds  to  see  that  the 
whole  of  the  water-mains  and  channels  were 
in  proper  order.  McAulifie  drew  Hargreaves'a 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  man 
trying  to  get  into  Todd  Brothers'  shop.  Mr. 
Hargreaves  then  said  to  McAuliffe,  *'You  go 
along  as  if  you  were  putting  the  lamps  ont^ 
and  I  will  go  round  and  see  if  the  man  is 
there."  Hargreaves  then  walked  up  the  lane 
—and  here  he  might  mention  that  this  par- 
ticular lane  led  into  a  number  of  vacant  aeo- 
tions.  The  man  who  bad  been  disturbed 
crossed  the  sections  when  he  saw  Hargreaves 
comjng  up  with  a  lighted  lamp.  Hargreayes 
afterwards  went  along  by  the  Borough 
Council  Chambers,  and  McAuliffe  went  back 
into  the  recess  in  the  chemist's  shop,  not 
being  satisfied  that  the  man  had  disap- 
peared. The  man,  when  he  thought  the 
coast  was  clear  and  everything  quiet,  oame 
back  again  and  tried  the  shop.  Mr.  Hargreaves 
also  returned  again,  and  said  to  McAuliffe, 
'*  You  run  for  a  policeman,  and  I  vnll  watoh 
the  street  until  vou  come  back.*'  McAuliffe 
went  for  Constable  Brennan  and  woke  him 
up.  The  constable  at  once  came  down  with 
McAuliffe  to  Caversham,  when  they  found  Hr. 
Hargreaves  watching  the  street  and  keeping  a 
look-out  for  the  burglar.  He  might  say  that  tX 
this  time  the  man  was  supposed  to  have  gone 
out  of  the  lane,  but  Constable  Brennan,  after 
watching  from  the  recess  for  some  time,  saw  a 
man  coming  down  the  street.  He  might  also 
state  that  further  up  the  street  there  was  a 
lamp  burning,  and,  it  having  been  a  wet  even- 
ing, there  was  a  good  deal  of  water  on  the  fool- 
path,  and  it  shone  like  a  mirror.    McAnUiie 
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bIso  saw  the  man  coming,  and  said,  **  That 
is  the  man."  The  polioeman  said,  **Gome 
along  now,  and  we  will  capture  him."  As 
tiie  man  fftiled  to  come  down  the  street,  they 
thought  if  they  wished  to  apprehend  him  they 
had  better  go  up.  They  accordingly  rushed 
after  the  man,  but  when  he  found  that  they 
were  after  him  he  turned  up  Gk>odal  Street. 
They  were  all  ruuDing,  but  MoAuliffe  being  the 
fastest  runner  of  the  three  got  up  to  the  man 
first,  and  just  as  he  was  ready  to  put  his  hands 
on  him  the  man  turned  round,  whipped  out  a 
revolver,  and  fired  at  McAuliffe.  The  bullet 
struck  him  under  the  groin,  travelled  down  his 
leg  to  the  knee,  and,  of  course,  MoAuliffe  fell  to 
the  ground  with  the  exclamation,  "  I  am  shot." 
The  man  got  away,  and  has  not  yet  been  appre- 
hended ;  and,  as  McAuliffe  was  a  married  man 
with  a  large  family,  and  in  poor  circumstances, 
he  felt  sure  the  Minister  would  recognise  that 
in  the  position  he  filled  he  had  had  very  little 
chance  indeed  of  saving  any  money.  This 
happened  on  the  15th  July,  and  he  was  still 
confined  to  his  bed,  and  would  be  confined 
for  some  weeks  to  come.  No  fatal  results  had 
followed,  and  he  did  not  think  that  any  per- 
manent injury  would  be  likely  to  ensue,  but 
that  after  a  couple  of  months  he  might  be  able 

g  ^  to  return  to  work.  The  next  day  Drs. 
MoKellar  and  Biley  successfully  re- 
moved the  bullet.  He  hoped,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  Minister  would  not  in  the 
usueJ  style  say  there  were  no  funds  out  of 
which  a  sum  of  money  could  be  voted  ;  but  he 
claimed  that,  under  the  circumstances,  where 
a  citizen  assisted  to  prevent  a  burglary — who 
had  wakened  a  policeman  out  of  his  bed  and 
brought  him  to  the  scene,  and  who,  at  the  in- 
stigation of  the  policeman,  had  rushed  into 
possible  danger  and  received  serious  injury,  the 
Minister  would  in  justice  see  his  way  to  grant 
some  small  sum  of  money  to  this  man  for  his 
plucky  conduct. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  (Minister  of  Defence) 
said  he  had  read  the  newspaper  report  in  re- 
gard to  this  occasion,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  very  truly  and  graphically  de- 
scribed the  circumstances.  Mr.  McAuliffe  had 
acted  apparently  in  a  most  praiseworthy  man- 
ner, and  his  conduct  was  deserving  of  every 
praise.  He  had  instituted  inquiry  as  to  the 
loss  he  had  sustained  through  being  prevented 
from  following  his  usual  occupation,  and  as  to 
the  medical  expenses  be  had  incurred,  and  as 
to  his  present  and  probable  future  condition. 
After  these  inquiries  had  been  replied  to,  and 
the  Government  were  in  possession  of  all  the 
facts,  he  would  be  in  a  position  to  make  a  re- 
commendation to  his  colleagues,  and  he  felt 
they  would  be  in  favour  of  granting  every 
consideration  under  the  circumstances.  If 
McAuliffe  preferred,  it  was  open  to  him  to 
petition  the  House. 

STOCK  RBSEBVE. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Minis- 
t^  of  Lands,  Whether  he  will  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  provide  a  stock  reserve  on  the 
Oolverden-Hanmer  Plains  Boad,  at  about  an 


equal  distance  between  Cnlverden  and  the 
Upper  Waiau  Bridge,  with  the  view  of  meeting 
the  requirements  of  the  district  ?  He  wished 
to  ask  if  the  Minister  could  see  his  way  to  pur- 
chase a  suitable  section  of  land  ■  as  a  sto<dc 
reserve  on  the  main  road  somewhere  between 
Gulverden  and  Hanmer  Plains,  a  distance  of 
about  twenty-four  miles.  For  about  twelve 
miles  of  the  whole  distance  there  were  no 
cross-roads  or  by-roads.  There  was  consider- 
able traffic  on  the  road  at  the  present  time, 
and  sheep-farmers  and  stock-drivers  were  con- 
stantly driving  mobs  of  cattle  and  sheep  over 
the  road,  and  great  inconvenience  was  occa- 
sioned when  sheep  and  cattle  were  driven  in 
opposite  directions.  The  Minister  knew  the 
locality  and  the  narrowness  of  the  road ;  also 
the  fact  that  there  were  no  cross-roads  made  it 
very  inconvenient  for  those  who  were  driving 
stock.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Minister  would 
see  his  way  to  grant  this  small  concession. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  they  had  no  Grown 
land  which  they  could  possibly  use  for  the 
purpose  of  a  stock  reserve.  He  was  informed 
that  for  miles  along  the  road  it  was  not  Grown 
land,  and  the  only  chance  of  getting  a  reserve 
for  the  purpose  of  camping  stock  would  be  to 
purchase  it  for  the  purpose.  The  Land  Pur- 
chase Board  could  not  purchase  land  for  sach 
a  purpose  ;  it  could  only  purchase  it  for  settle- 
ment, and  the  purchase  would  consequently 
have  to  be  made  by  the  Grown,  and  it  was  a 
question  if  it  would  be  of  sufficient  value.  In 
regard  to  the  other  question  of  roads,  he  had 
no  local  knowledge,  but  he  regretted  to  say  that 
in  other  parts  of  the  colony  road -lines  were 
being  fenced  off  by  landowners.  In  one  case 
he  had  had  to  give  notice  to  the  local  body, 
which  had  allowed  one  gentleman  to  put  no  less 
than  sixteen  gates  on  roads  through  his  estates, 
that  if  he  did  not  take  steps  to  remove  the 
gates  he  would  have  to  introduce  legislation  to 
compel  him  to  do  so.  The  House  had  given 
power  to  local  bodies  to  allow  landowners  to 
put  gates  on  roads;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say 
thai  while  in  some  cases  landowners  did  not 
abuse  the  privilege,  in  other  cases  they  had 
done  so. 

OYSTEBS  AND  OTHEB  SHELL-PISH. 

Mr.  EAIHAU  (Western  Maori)  asked  the 
Native  Minister,  Whether  it  is  tne  intention 
of  the  Qovernment,  as  promised  last  session, 
to  introduce  this  session  such  legislation 
as  will  amend  '*  The  Sea-fisheries  Act  Amend- 
ment Act,  1896,"  in  such  a  manner  as  will 
conserve  to  the  Natives  their  tights  to  gather 
oysters  and  other  shell-fish  along  the  fore- 
shores of  those  parts  of  the  North  Island 
where  they  are  now  prohibited  from  so  doing 
by  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  in  con- 
travention of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi? 
During  the  years  that  had  elapsed  since 
the  Act  was  passed  the  Maoris  of  the  north 
end  of  this  Island  had,  suffered  very  great 
hardship  in  being  debarred  from  getting  the 
shell-fish  in  their  respective  neighbourhoods. 
The  grievance  was  so  serious  that  he  wished  to 
say  to  the  Minister  that  if  he  could  not  see 


Digitized  by 


Google 


602 


School  for 


[HOUSE.]       Dairy  Instruction.        [Auo.  12 


his  way  to  introduce  legislation  to  rectify  the 
trouble  it  might  be  the  eouroe  of  some  serious 
development  amongst  the  Natives.  And,  an- 
ticipatiDg  the  possibility  of  some  such  develop- 
ment, he  would  like  to  point  out  that  the 
Natives  would  not  be  to  blame  if  such  trouble 
did  arise,  because  he  maiatained  the  Natives 
had  the  right  to  still  hold  those  fishing  rights 
which  were  conserved  to  them  by  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi.  Therefore  he  asked  if  the  Native 
Minister  could  not  see  his  way  to  bring  in  such 
legislation  as  would  meet  this  case. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  of  Marine)  eaid 
the  honourable  gentleman  might  not  be  aware 
that  this  question  came  under  the  control  of 
the  Marine  Department.  He  would  recognise 
at  once  that  it  was  desirable  these  oyster-beds 
should,  in  the  interests  of  the  Natives  them- 
selves, be  protected.  If  they  were  opened  in- 
discriminately it  would  be  only  a  very  short 
time  until  the  whole  of  the  present  oyster-beds 
would  disappear,  and  the  Natives  would  then 
have  no  opportunity  of  getting  anv  oysters  at 
all.  Therefore  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  close 
season,  and  enforce  the  limitations  which  they 
had  at  the  present  time  over  the  taking  of 
oysters.  In  the  Sea -fisheries  Act  ol  1894 
there  was  special  provision  made  to  meet  the 
case  of  Natives  who  might  wish  to  supply 
themselves  with  oysters  for  the  purposes  of 
food.    Clause  17  of  that  Act  said, — 

"The  Governor  may,  by  Order  in  Council, 
from  time  to  time  declare  any  bay,  or  portion 
ol  a  bay,  estuary,  or  tidal  waters  in  the  colony 
in  the  vicinity  of  any  Native  pa  or  village  to 
be  an  oyster-fishery  where  Natives  exclusively 
may  take  oysters  for  their  own  food  at  all 
times,  irrespective  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Act." 

He  might  also  prescribe  regulations  for  pre- 
venting the  sale  by  Natives  of  any  oysters 
from  such  beds,  so  as  to  insure  that  Natives 
only  took  the  oysters  for  their  own  use ;  and 
regulations  for  the  protection  of  any  such 
bay,  estuary,  or  tidal  waters  from  trespassers, 
so  as  to  save  the  oysters  therein  from  destruc- 
tion. Any  application  that  came  from  the 
Natives  in  reference  to  clause  17  would  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Government ;  but  he  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  admit  that,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Natives  themselves,  it  was 
unwise  that  these  oyster-beds  should  be  thrown 
open. 

SCHOOL  FOB  DAIRY  INSTRUCTION. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment at  an  early  date  to  establish  a  per- 
manent school  for  dairy  instruction  in  the 
manufacture  of  butter  and  cheese  on  the  most 
approved  principles,  and  to  issue  certificates 
to  all  persons  who  have  qualified  themselves 
to  undertake  the  duties  of  managers  of  dairy 
factories?  This  question,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  see,  was  connected  with  one 
of  the  most  promising  industries  of  the  colony. 
He  found,  on  looking  over  the  statistics,  that  in 
1888  the  value  of  the  export  of  butter  and 
oheese  from  New  Zealand  was  put  down  at 
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£197,170,  and  in  1897— nine  years  later— ha 
found  it  had  swollen  to  £558,122,  so  that  in  nine 
years  it  had  actually  increased  to  the  extent  of 
280  per  cent.  Very  great  credit  was  due  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands  for  the  interest  he  had  taken 
in  fostering  this  industry,  and  he  (Mr.  Mere- 
dith) thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  a 
permanent  school  for  dairy  instruction  should 
be  established.  A  school  was  established  a  year 
or  two  ago  at  Edendale,  in  Southland,  and 
another  one  at  Stratford,  in  Taranaki,  and  the 
instruction  which  had  been^  given  at  both  these 
schools  had  been  productive  of  the  highest  good 
to  those  connected  with  the  dairy  Industry  of 
the  colony.  And,  with  the  view  of  giving  in- 
struction to  the  young  people  who  desireid  to 
devote  their  life  to  the  manufacture  of  batter 
and  cheese  as  experts,  he  thought  it  was 
eminently  desirable  that  some  action  should 
be  taken  by  the  Government  to  establish  a 
permanent  school  of  instruction,  where  the 
best  and  most  approved  machinery  could  be 
used,  and  where  information  might  be  given 
of  a  practical  and  scientific  character  on  the 
most  approved  principles,  and  where  certifi- 
cates might  be  issued  to  persons  who  had  the 
necessary  ability,  and  who  had  qualified  them- 
selves to  engage  as  dairy-managers.  Dairy 
schools  or  coUeges  were  established  in  Scotland 
and  also  in  Canada,  where  the  manufaoturo  of 
butter  and  cheese  was  actually  reduced  to  a 
profession.  He  had  great  pleasure  in  bringing 
this  question  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  and  he  hoped  it  would  result  in 
something  practical  being  done  for  carrying 
out  what  he  considered  to  be  necessary  in 
the  interest  of  the  splendid  industry  which  had 
been  developing  itself  during  the  past  four 
years  in  such  a  marvellous  degree. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands)  said 
the  question  which  tne  honourable  member 
asked  him  to  reply  to  was  one  of  considerable 
importance,  and  one  that  he  might  say  the 
Government  had  considered,  and  they  in> 
tended  to  ask  the  House  to  pass  a  vote  for  the 

Surpose  of  establishing  dairy  schools.  The 
ifficulty  at  the  present  time  was  to  fix  upon 
the  exact  places  where  to  put  them.  There 
were  several  parts  of  the  colony  that  might  be 
suggested,  but  they  would  like  to  have  them 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  locality  where  they 
would  be  most  accessible  to  the  people  who 
were  interested  in  the  dairying  industry.  His 
own  idea  was  that  there  should  be  two  dairy 
schools,  and  that  there  was  quite  sufficient 
room  for  two  in  the  country — one  situated 
in  the  North  Island  and  the  other  one  in 
the  South  Island.  They  could  not  very  well 
expect  the  young  people  in  the  Sonth 
Island  who  desired  to  obtain  dairy  instruction 
to  come  up  for  the  purpose  to  the  North 
Island^  and  it  was  quite  plain  also  that  it 
would  be  highly  unfair  to  ask  the  youn^  people 
in  the  North  Island  who  required  that  instruc- 
tion to  go  down  South  for  it.  The  dairy  in- 
dustry in  the  North  Island  was  becoming  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  whole  of  the  oom- 
munity — to  the  small  settlers  especially — and 
he  was  glad  to  say  that  the  temporary  schools 
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khoy  had  had  where  lessons  in  dairying  were 
got  by  the  young  people  of  the  colony  some 
two  years  ago  had  been  of  immense  advantage, 
and  many  young  people  were  now  reaping  Sub 
advantage  of  having  got  their  first  training  at 
these  temporary  schools  which  were  provided 
at  that  time.  He  was  prepared  to  ask  the 
House  to  vote  money  for  the  purpose,  and,  if 
the  House  would  vote  the  money,  they  would 
establish  the  schools,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
they  could  not  vote  money  for  a  better  pur- 
pose. 

EARLY  HISTORY  OP  THE  COLONY. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christohurch  City)  asked  the 
Premier,  What  progress  has  been  made  with 
the  compilation  of  the  early  history  of  the 
colony,  and  when  will  the  information  already 
tabulated  be  available?  Since  a  question  was 
asked  by  his  colleague  ^Mr.  Taylor)  with  refer- 
ence to  the  appointment  of  the  gentleman  who 
was  engaged  in  this  compilation  several  people 
who  were  interested  in  the  early  history  of  tbe 
colony  had  asked  him  what  information  was 
being  tabulated,  and  when  they  could  have  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  what  records  were  avail- 
able. He  hoped  the  Premier  would  be  able  to 
give  him  some  information,  so  that  those  who 
were  interested  in  the  earlv  history  of  the 
colony  might  know  what  was  being  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  was  very  pleased 
indeed  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given 
him  the  opportunity  of  explaining  to  the 
House  what  had  been  done  in  the  compilation 
of  the  earlier  history  of  the  colony,  and  had 
also  given  him  the  opportunity  of  removing 
some  misapprehension  that  had  arisen  in  re- 
spect to  it.  He  felt  sure  that  the  honourable 
member  had  been  actuated  by  very  proper  sind 
patriotic  motives  in  putting  the  question  on 
the  Order  Paper,  because  every  one  must  know 
that  there  was  nothing  so  important  to  a 
country  as  to  see  that  the  material  was  sup- 

glied  to  the  historian  of  the  future  from  which 
e  might  correctly  place  before  the  world  the 
doings  of  those  who  had  preceded  us.  Now, 
considerable  attention  had  been  directed  to 
this  matter,  and  he  might  say  in  what  they 
were  doing  the  Government  was  acting  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  House.  Time  after  time 
they  were  asked  the  question  what  they 
were  doing  with  respect  to  this  matter; 
and,  when  he  made  preliminary  inquiries,  he 
found  that  the  correspondence  and  the  papers 
connected  with  our  early  history  had  been 
put  on  the  shelves  down  below  in  the  cellars, 
and  it  was  only  owing  to  a  circumstance  that 
arose  that  prevented  the  whole  of  the  docu- 
ments being  sent  to  the  destructor.  A  flood 
took  place  m  the  Government  Buildings,  and 
all  the  documents  in  the  cellars  became 
saturated  with  water,  and  the  question  arose 
whether  they  should  be  sorted  and  dried,  or 
sent  to  the  destructor.  It  struck  him  that 
amongst  these  papers  there  would  be  some 
documents  of  a  valuable  character.  He  decided 
that  it  would  be  better  to  go  to  a  little  trouble 
uad  get  them  dried  and  see  that  they  were 
then  better  cared  for.    Just  at  that  time  an 


agitation  took  place  respecting  the  compilation 
of  an  early  history  of  the  colony.  He  thought 
the  best  thing  to  do  would  be  to  sift  this 
tremendous  pile  of  correspondence  and  records 
and  select  wnat  would  be  material  and  neces- 
sary for  the  compilation  of  the  early  history  of 
the  colony,  and  that  work  was  given  to  Mr. 
Izitt.  To  show  the  nature  of  the  work,  and  the 
amount  of  work  and  the  care  that  it  was 
necessary  to  exercise,  he  might  mention  that 
selections  had  been  made  from  documents 
dating  from  1840  to  1852. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— He  wants  to  make  a  job  out 
of  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  must  necessarily  take 
time  to  go  through  all  these  documents.  To 
go  through  twelve  years*  papers  in  three  years 
was  not,  in  his  opinion,  bad  work.  He  would 
give  the  headings  of  the  subjects,  as  an  indica- 
tion of  the  care  that  was  necessary  in  selection. 
During  the  last  three  recess  periods  the  Com- 
mittee clerk  employed  upon  the  records  had 
bound  about  a  nundred  and  fifty  volumes, 
each  volume  containing  some  three  hundred 
records.  A  record  did  not  necessarily  mean 
a  single  letter  or  sheet ;  it  may  have  behind  it 
a  body  of  correspondence  or  a  mass  of  returns 
or  statistics.  The  period  embraced  in  the  work 
already  done  was  from  the  beginning  of  1840  to 
the  end  of  1852.  As  each  record  passed  through 
the  clerk's  hands  he  noted  whether  it  was  of 
any  possible  value  from  an  historical  point  of 
view,  and  if  it  was  he  entered  the  number 
under  a  heading,  so  that  it  could  be  referred 
to  at  any  moment.  The  table  of  headings 
varied  slightly  in  different  years,  new  subjects 
coming,  whilst  others  dropped  out,  but  that  for 
the  year  1845  might  fairly  be  taken  as  show- 
ing in  the  main  its  nature.  It  ran  as  follows : 
Land  Claims,  Land  Sales,  Permissions  to  Pur- 
chase, Permissions  to  Squat,  New  Zealand 
Company,  Distressed  Settlers,  Commissioner 
Spain,  Native  Reserves,  Blue-book  Returns^ 
Outrages  by  Natives  and  Native  Disturbances, 
French  at  Akaroa,  Militia,  Census,  H.M.  Troops, 
Debentures,  Finance,  Property  Rate,  Public 
Works,  Police,  Parkhurst  Boys,  Customs,  Com- 
merce, Crime,  Departments,  Magistrates,  Sly- 
grog,  Wrecks,  High  Treason,  Address  to  Native 
Chiefs.  He  might  say  there  had  been  a  diffi- 
culty, because,  in  reference  to  some  of  these 
records,  an  application  would  have  to  be  made 
to  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  SMITH.— Who  is  going  to  get  the  ap- 
pointment to  go  there? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  one  or  two 
members— and  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
one — who,  if  they  were  inclined  to  take  a  trip 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  he  would  not 
complain,  and  he  did  not  think  there  would  h& 
much  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition 
to  let  them  go.  However,  seriously  he  believed 
that  good  work  had  been  done. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb.— When  will  the  book 
already  bound  be  ready  for  members*  infor- 
mation ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  parts  now  indexed 
were,  in  his  opinion,  ready  for  the  editor.  A 
sum  had  been  placed  on  the  estimates,  and  ha 
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would  take  the  mind  of  the  House  as  to  whether 
the  work  should  go  on  or  not. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived,  Mr. 
Spbakeb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BBSUHED. 

Mr.  Spsakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

STATE    FARMS    AND    INDUSTRIAL 
SETTLEMENTS. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands) 
moved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  desirability 
of  establishing  State  farms  and  industrial 
settlements  as  a  means  of  alleviating  the 
evils  arising  from  irregularity  of  employment ; 
the  Committee  to  have  power  to  confer  with 
any  Committee  appointed  for  a  similar  purpose 
by  the  Legislative  Council.  The  Committee 
to  consist  of  Mr.  Bollard,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr. 
Duncan,  Mr.  Flatman,  Mr.  Hall-Jones,  Mr. 
Massey,  Mr.  Millar,  Mr.  Montgomery,  and 
Mr.  O'Meara.  He  might  explain  that  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  had  set  up 
a  Committee  for  making  inquiries  into  the 
establishment  of  State  farms.  Several  mem- 
bers of  the  House  had  expressed  a  desire  to  him 
that  members  of  this  House  should  also  have 
a  voice  in  the  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this 
matter.  He  did  not  suppose  that  anything 
could  possibly  come  out  of  it  this  year  more 
than  an  inquiry  as  to  what  could  be  done  in 
this  direction  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  House 
would  agree  that  the  names  he  had  put  down 
would  be  those  of  suitable  gentlemen  to  take 
part  with  a  Joint  Committee  in  making  full 
mquiries  in  this  matter,  and  reporting  to  the 
House.  He  might  say,  in  moving  this  motion, 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  looked  upon  as 
fathering  State  farms.  He  was  simply  moving 
the  motion  at  the  request  of  honourable  mem- 
bers who  thought  that  good  would  come  out 
of  the  inquiry. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said  he 
did  not  intend  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the 
setting-up  of  this  Committee,  but  he  would 
suggest  that,  as  only  nine  members  were  pro- 
posed to  be  on  the  Committee,  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  if  Mr.  Lewis's  name  was  added.  Mr. 
Lewis  would  add  considerable  strength  to  the 
Committee.  He  represented  the  middUe  district 
of  the  South  Island. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  had  no  objection  to  the 
addition  of  Mr.  Lewis's  name,  and,  if  allowed  to 
do  so,  he  would  make  the  amendment  The 
reason  that  nine  were  selected  was  that  there 
were  nine  on  the  Conmiittee  of  the  other 
House. 

Motion  amended  by  the  addition  of  Mr. 
Lewis's  name. 

Mr.  TANNER  (Avon)  would  like  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  fact  that 
struck  him  when  looking  down  the  list  of  names 
to  constitute  the  Committee.  The  proposal 
was  to  set  up  a  Committee  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  establishing  State  farms  and 
industrial  settlements  as  a  means  of  alleviating 
the  evils  arising  from  irregularity  of  employ- 
knent,  presumably  among  the  industrial  cImsob. 
Mf.Seddan 


Well,  he  did  not  claim  on  behalf  of  any  gentle- 
man in  the  House  a  monopoly  of  experienoe  or 
knowledge  on  this  subject,  but  it  did  appear  to 
him  singular  that  the  Minister,  In  his  sefection, 
should  have  omitted  every  one  of  what  were 
called  the  labour  members. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Millar. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  Mr.  MiUar's  profea- 
sion  had  always  been  the  sea,  a  singular  quali- 
fication for  one  who  was  to  be  a  member  of  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  advisability  of 
establishing  State  settlements  for  agzicultural 
purposes.  He  could  divine  the  nature  of  the 
Committee's  report  from  its  constitution,  bat 
he  simply  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  omission,  and  had  nothing  further  to  say. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  understand  that 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  wants  a  further  ad- 
journment of  the  debate. 

Captain  RUSSELL.-— I  think  it  would  be 
expedient  to  further  adjourn  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  so  very  unwillingly. 

Order  'of  the  day  for  the  House  to  go  into 
Conunittee  of  Supply  adjourned  until  Tuesday. 

NOXIOUS  WEEDS  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands).— I 
presume  that  members  of  this  House  will  ex- 
pect some  explanation  from  me  wi^  regard  to 
this  Bill.  Honourable  members  will  no  doubt 
recognise  in  a  Noxious  Weeds  Bill  an  old  friend 
of  theirs,  which  has  been  before  them  from 
time  to  time  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years. 
It  is  true  we  have  no  law  on  the  subject  upon 
the  statute-book  at  the  mresent  time;  but  it  is 
no  new  thing  for  this  House  to  discuss  the 
question  of  noxious  weeds.  Private  members 
have  endeavoured  to  pass  a  Noxious  Weeds  Bill 
under,  perhaps,  another  name.  I  might  refer 
to  the  efforts  made  by  a  gentleman  now  absent 
from  this  House,  Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie,  at 
one  time  member  for  Clutha,  who  was  very 
energetic  in  trying  to  get  the  Califomian 
Thistle  Bill  throu|;h  the  House.  Of  course,  he 
failed ;  and  I,  as  Minister,  took  the  matter  in 
hand  in  the  hope  that  I  might  be  able  to  get 
something  on  the  statute-book  to  prevent  fiie 
spread  of  noxious  weeds.  From  time  to  time, 
however,  I  have  been  defeated  also.  Now,  I 
think  I  can  safely  say  honourable  members 
will  admit  the  time  has  arrived  when  they  will 
be  all  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  passing  a 
measure  of  this  sort.  I  am  sure  I  shall  be 
within  the  mark  when  I  say  here  that  a  laige 
proportion  of  those  who  looked  with  disfavour 
upon  a  Noxious  Weeds  Bill  when  first  intro- 
duced now  look  upon  such  a  measure  as  a 
desirable  one.  I  have  only  to  refer  to  the 
recent  Agricultural  and  Pastoral  Conference 
that  took  place  at  Ohristchurch,  where  re- 
solutions were  passed  urging  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  with  the  view  of  pre- 
venting noxious  weeds  spreading  throughout 
the  colony.  I  have  also  received  a  large 
number  of  private  and  departmental  letters 
from   various   agrioultnrists   throughout    the 
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colony,  drawing  my  attention  to  the  growing 
spread  of  noxious  weeds  in  every  part  of  the 
colony;  and  when  we  come  to  think  we  ar- 
rived in  this  oolony — when  I  say  **  we  "  I  mean 
ihe  European  settlers — when  we  arrived  here 
ahout  fifty  years  ago  we  found  the  country 
free  from  a  large  number  of  very  undesirable 
weeds,  but  that  by  our  carelessness  we  per- 
mitted the  introduction  of  these  weeds  to  the 
oolony,  and  also  by  our  neglect  and  careless- 
ness have  allowed  tbem  to  be  propagated  in 
the  colony,  I  fancy  that  every  one  will  now 
admit — an^any  one  who  has  travelled  at  all 
through  this  country  may  see  for  themselves — 
that  the  already  extensive  area  of  various  kinds 
of  weeds  and  plants  which  are  destructive 
to  good  husbandry  and  good  cultivation  is 
increasing  very  fast,  and  that  in  the  interests  of 
all  concerned  something  must  be  done  to  put  a 
stop  to  it.  I  know  it  is  impossible  to  do  so 
wltnout  some  law  upon  the  subject.  It  does 
not  matter  how  careful  one  farmer  or  agricul- 
turist !may  be  in  keeping  his  farm  clear  from 
weeds,  if  his  neighbours  are  allowed  to  produce 
them  they  will  spread  in  spite  of  all  he  can  do, 
and,  consequently,  the  industrious  settler  de- 
sirous of  keeping  his  land  clean  will  find  it  im- 
possible to  do  so  unless  others  are  made  to  do 
the  same.  Hence  the  necessity  for  having  a 
measure  of  this  sort  put  upon  the  statute-book. 
I  think  I  may  appeal  to  members  in  this 
House  who  take  a  part  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  also  those  who  in  travelling  through  the 
country  keep  their  eyes  open  and  look  for 
themselves.  I  think  that  I  am  bafe  in  saying 
the  state  of  the  country  points  to  the  fact 
that  a  Bill  of  this  sort  is  necessary.  Any  one 
who  visits  the  Province  of  Nelson  will  see  there 
some  excellent  land  that  is  almost  destroyed 
with  the  blackberry,  and  in  various  parts  of 
the  colony  different  classes  of  weeds  are  doing 
the  same  damage.  Now,  I  have  no  doubt  this 
has  been  caused  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the 
fact  that  we  had  no  law  in  force  to  keep  down 
these  weeds.  And  not  only  is  the  matter  very 
serious  so  far  as  the  agriculturists  themselves 
are  concerned,  but  it  is  a  serious  matter  to  the 
Grown,  in  connection  with  Grown  lands.  No 
doubt.  Sir,  it  will  be  exceedingly  expensive 
to  the  Grown  to  keep  all  their  reserves 
and  Grown  lands  clear  of  weeds,  which  are 
undoubtedly  spreading  very  fast,  but  unless 
we  have  the  general  community  vnth  us  in  our 
endeavour  to  keep  down  the  weeds,  it  would  be 
m  useless  task  and  a  waste  of  public  money  for 
the  Gk>vemment  to  keep  Crown  lands  clear  of 
weeds.  At  the  same  time,  Sir,  I  say  this :  that 
if  private  individuals  are  bound  to  do  this, 
then  we  must  recognise  the  fact  that  it  is  also 
the  duty  of  the  Grown  to  keep  down  weeds  upon 
Grown  lands,  so  as  not  to  be  a  pest  to  settlers 
in  the  country.  Now,  the  introduction  of  these 
weeds  into  this  oolony  came  about,  of  course, 
in  many  ways — by  introducing  seeds  of  various 
descriptions  into  the  colony,  and  no  doubt  by 
the  introduction  of  packages  containing  straw 
and  litter  of  every  description,  in  which 
various  sfftioles  for  consumption  in  the  oolony 
have  been  packed.    By  these  means  the  seeds 


came  here  first;  and  then,  of  course,  there 
being  no  law  on  the  subject,  and  there  being 
so  much  open  country,  and  also  so  many 
people  who  did  not  think  these  weeds  would 
ever  be  of  much  consequence  or  a  great  nui- 
sance, they  were  allowed  to  propagate  throagh- 
out  the  country.  No  doubt  some  members  will 
think  it  a  very  serious  task  to  setders  who  have 
a  considerable  amount  of  weeds  upon  their 
lands  to  have  to  put  them  down,  and  that  it 
will  be  a  very  expensive  thing ;  but  I  venture 
to  say  that  every  day  we  delay  in  putting  some 
Act  of  this  sort  into  force  in  this  colony  it  will 
increase  the  evil  and  increase  the  expense  and 
trouble  in  ultimately  clearing  the  land  of  these 
weeds.  I  think,  therefore,  that  we  should  make 
some  honest  attempt  to  endeavour  to  put  down 
noxious  weeds;  and  if  members  will  look  at 
the  Bill  they  will  see  it  is  not  pressing  too  hard 
upon  those  who  may  have  weeds  of  various 
desoziptions  upon  their  properties.  We  are 
giving  plenty  of  time  to  have  them  put  down. 
We  are  also  by  this  measure  enlisting  the  aid 
of  the  local  bodies  for  us,  and  are  giving  to 
them  a  considerable  amount  of  discretionary 
power  to  enable  them  to  assist  the  Government 
m  putting  the  law  into  force.  I  venture  to  say 
that  eyery  day  that  we  delay  in  putting  this 
Act  or  some  Act  of  the  same  nature  into  force 
in  this  colony  it  will  be  much  the  worse  for 
us.  We  have  before  us  in  all  these  weeds  in 
the  colony  a  standing  menace  to  the  value  of 
our  agricultural  lands,  and  in  some  oases, 
unless  steps  are  taken  in  a  very  short  time 
for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  the  country,  por- 
tions of  land  in  this  colony  will  be  rendered 
almost  valueless  owing  to  the  spread  of  these 
noxious  weeds ;  and  the  best  lands  of  the  colony 
in  many  cases  will  be  the  worst  off,  because  weeds 
require  good  land  to  grow  in  as  well  as  any 
other  sort  of  crop.  Now,  Sir,  I  moved  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  pro  formd  in  the 
House  some  time  ago  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Agricultural  Gommittee.  It  has  been 
through  that  Gommittee,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  care  was  given  to  the  Bill  in  putting 
it  through  the  Gommittee,  which  is  composed 
— I  think  most  honourable  members  will  ad- 
mit—of members  who  have  a  knowledge  of 
the  subject  of  agricultural  and  pastoral  pur- 
suits, and  consequently  ought  to  be  in  a 
position  to  judge  whether  this  Bill  is  sufficient 
or  whether  it  goes  too  far  or  not.  The  Bill 
now  comes  before  the  House  as  amended  by 
that  Gommittee,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
accept  the  amendments  made  by  the  Joint 
Gommittee  in  the  Bill  and  move  them  as  they 
occur  in  the  Bill  when  the  House  is  in  Gom- 
mittee. I  also  wish  to  say  that  this  Bill  should 
not  be  looked  upon  as  a  party  question  at  all. 
It  is  a  duty  for  every  honouraole  member  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  to  make  the  best 
measure  we  possibly  can  for  the  purpnose  of 
enabling  us  to  put  down  noxious  weeds  in  this 
colony.  I  have  no  doubt  some  honourable 
members  will  oppose  the  Bill,  and  say  we  have 
no  right  to  interfere  in  this  matter ;  but  I  say 
we  have  a  right  to  interfere,  and  I  hope  honour- 
able members  will  throw  aside  ^all  matters,  so 
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far  as  their  own  distriots  may  be  oonoemed, 
and  approach  the  subject  with  a  view  to  doixig 
good  to  the  whole  of  the  colony.  If  this  is 
done  we  will  put  a  Bill  through  the  House  that 
will  be  a  credit  to  us  and  be  a  benefit  to  the 
colony  throughout.  The  Bill  itself,  shortly  put, 
is  as  follows :  The  first  serious  question  here  is 
the  power  given  to  the  Government  to  "  declare 
any  plants  other  than  those  mentioned  in  the 
First  Schedule  to  be  noxious  weeds."  Well, 
objection  may  be  taken  to  this  power,  but  I 
sav  that  if  any  weeds  come  to  the  colony 
other  than  those  provided  for  in  the  schedule 
to  this  BiU,  then  power  should  be  given  to  the 
Government  to  declare  these  weeds  within  the 
meaning  of  this  Act — that  is,  any  weeds  of  such 
a  nature  that  they  mav  prove  to  be  obnoxious 
to  the  people  of  the  colony.  We  know  that  on 
more  than  one  occasion  it  has  been  detected 
that  weeds  of  a  serious  nature  have  been  in- 
troduced from  other  countries  into  this  colony 
in  ballast,  and  one  of  the  weeds  I  am  referring 
to  —  the  Australian  or  Bathurst  burr  —  has 
been  seen  growing  on  our  coast  here,  and 
eradicated  when  it  was  found.  It  came  to  this 
colony  in  ballast  brought  from  Australia  in 
ships  coming  for  grain  to  our  agricultural 
ports.  Now,  it  is  very  important  that  any- 
thing of  that  sort  which  might  be  introduced 
here  during  the  recess  should  be  immediately 
checked  if  possible,  and  that  is  a  reason, 
I  think,  why  we  should  stick  to  that  power. 
Then,  Sir,  this  BiU  also  requires  that  all  fences 
of  gorse  and  broom  are  to  be  cut  and  trinmied 
every  year  at  the  proper  season.  Provision  is 
made  allowing  the  local  bodies  to  extend  that 
time,  if  it  is  not  sufficient  in  any  cases  of  hard- 
ship, to  two  years.  Then,  the  Bill  provides  that 
all  hedges  and  fences  of  sweetbriar  or  black- 
berry are  to  be  cut  and  trimmed  at  the  proper 
season  every  year.  Some  members,  I  know, 
think  that  blackberry  and  sweetbriar  should 
not  be  allowed,  as  hedges  or  fences  at  all.  We 
are  taking  it  that  they  are  in  existence  at  the 
present  time,  and  we  are  going  gradually  to 
work  in  this  way.  Then,  the  loceJ  authorities 
have  power  at  their  discretion  to  reduce  the 
width  of  country  that  must  be  cleared  every 
year.  We  have  provided  here  in  the  BiU 
that  one-quarter  of  a  chain  on  both  sides  of  the 
fence  is  to  be  cleared  each  year,  and  so  on  each 
year  afterwards  until  the  paddock  or  piece  of 
country  is  cleaned,  so  that  we  do  not  call  upon 
those  who  have  these  weeds  or  noxious  plants 
to  go  to  work  and  clear  the  whole  of  their  land 
in  one  year.  The  local  authority  here  again 
has  power  to  decrease  that  width  to  one-eighth 
of  a  chain  in  oases  where  they  may  think  any 
hardship  to  the  owner  of  the  land  may  occur. 
Then,  we  make  provision  for  gorse  to  be  Rrown 
for  fodder  purposes.  It  is  weU  known  that  in 
some  places  in  the  north  of  this  Island  gorse 
has  been  sown  to  feed  sheep  upon,  and  pro- 
vision is  made  in  the  BiU  that  that  can 
be  done  without  it  being  looked  upon  as  a 
weed  in  that  locality.  Then,  there  is  an 
importemt  clause  in  the  BiU,  clause  6,  which 
provides  that  i>eople  who  are  seUiog  seeds 
of  every  description  shaU  not  sell  seeds 
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with  noxious  weeds  in  them,  and  a  penalty 
is  provided  to  meet  oases  of  that  kind,  so  that 
these  people  will  require  to  have  their  seeds 
thoroughly  cleaned  before  they  seU  them. 
Honourable  members  will  admit  that  noxioaa 
weeds  are  spread  by  selling  them  amongst 
seeds  to  a  larger  extent  than  by  any  other 
means,  and  when  a  man  buys  any  class  of  seed 
I  think  he  should  be  protected  so  far  as  to 
insure  his  getting  the  seed  he  wishes  to  obtain, 
and  not  have  mixed  amongst  that  seed  other 
seeds  which  are  obnoxious  to  himself  and  those 
who  are  around  him.  That  brings  us  to  this 
point:  that  it  is  consequently  necessary  that 
threshing-machines  that  are  used  for  threshing 
grain  and  seeds  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned 
before  they  are  taken  from  one  farm  to  another. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  honourable  members 
who  are  acquainted  with  agriculture  wiU  admit, 
with  me,  that  threshing-machines  have  done 
a  great  deal  in  carrying  about  weeds  from  one 
place  to  another.  Then  there  are  the  powers 
of  Inspectors,  and  giving  power  to  the  looal 
authorities  to  do  the  work  if  the  owner  fails  to 
do  it,  and  charging  the  property  with  it.  Then, 
this  applies  to  Native  land  ;  and  public  reserves 
not  vested  in  any  authoritv  are  to  be  cleaned 
by  the  Government,  and  the  Government  can 
make  arrangements  with  the  local  authority 
to  do  this  for  them  and  pay  them  for  doing  so. 
Then,  in  section  15  there  is  power  given  to  the 
local  authorities  to  clear  lands  for  the  Groina  ; 
section  17  provides  a  penalty  for  obstmoting 
Inspectors;  section  18,  penedties  for  infring- 
ing the  Act;  and  by  section  19,  Inspector  is 
to  commence  proceedings,  and  so  on.  Section 
22  gives  the  Governor  power  to  make 
tions.  Honourable  members  may,  perb 
find  fault  with  this  proposed  power  as  to  ttxo 
Governor  making  regulations,  but  I  think  when 
they  go  into  each  clause  of  the  BiU  they  will 
see  the  necessity  that  exists  to  give  power  to 
some  one  to  make  regulations  from  time  to 
time,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  pass  such 
legislation,  especially  on  a  first  occasion  as  in 
this  case,  as  would  cover  everything  required  to 
be  done  in  connection  with  the  eradication  of 
noxious  weeds.  Then,  there  are  two  schedules 
also  attached  to  the  BiU,  which  honourable 
members,  I  have  no  doubt,  have  made  them- 
selves conversant  with  already.  However,  it 
wiU  be  my  duty,  as  the  Bill  goes  through 
Committee,  to  point  out  to  honourable  membm 
the  necessity  we  think  there  is  for  the  various 
clauses  and  powers  that  we  ask  for  under  this 
measure,  and  I  have  no  doubt  honourable 
members  will  approach  the  subject  with  the 
full  desire  and  intention  to  pass  a  BiU  that 
will  be  a  credit  to  ourselves  and  be  of  good  to 
the  colony.  I  feel  sure  that  agriculturists 
throughout  the  colony,  from  the  communica- 
tions I  have  received  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
Bill  of  this  sort  is  a  matter  of  necessity  and  no 
longer  a  matter  of  choice — that  the  necessity 
exists  for  doing  anything  we  can  to  keep  down 
these  noxious  weeds,  which  are  year  by  year 
reducing  our  products  by  their  snreading  in 
extent  in  various  parts  of  the  colony.    I^do- 
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not  think  it  is  neoeBsaiy  thftt  I  should  say 
anything  further.  I  have  no  doubt  honourable 
members  who  are  acquainted  with  the  subject 
will  discuss  the  Bill,  and  they  will^ake  up 
their  minds  before  we  get  into  Oommittee 
with  regard  to  what  amendments  they  may 
oonsider  necessary  to  be  made.  Hy  own 
opinion  is,  the  BUI  should  be  accepted  with 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Joint  Committee 
of  both  Houses,  as  the  matter  has  been  very 
carefully  gone  into  by  that  Committee.  We 
had  on  that  Committee  Information  on  almost 
every  point,  either  by  correspondence  or  by 
the  knowledge  of  members  themselves,  to  guide 
us  as  to  what  would  be  necessary  to  put  in  the 
Bill.    I  now  move  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa).— Sir,  I  do  not 
suppose  any  member  of  this  House  will  dis- 
agree with  the  position  indicated  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands — namely,  that  this  should  not  be  a 
party  measure,  and  aJso  that  he  should  be  com- 
mended for  bringing  down  a  Bill  of  this  sort, 
showing  that,  at  all  events,  whether  the  measure 
is  a  practicable  one  or  not,  it  is  his  desire  to 
grapple  with  the  spread  of  noxious  plants  and 
weeds  to  an  extent  which  every  one  of  us  must 
deplore.  The  Minister  told  the  House,  and 
rightly  so,  that  fifty  years  or  more  ago  we  came 
to  this  country,  and  found  a  fertile  soil,  free 
from  noxious  plants  and  weeds,  eminently  fitted 
to  grow  crops  difficult  to  surpass  in  any  coun- 
try. Unfortunately,  however,  in  the  interven- 
ing years  our  soil  has  been  invaded  by  injurious 
weeds  from  various  countries  all  over  the  world ; 
and  therefore  we  are  now  under  the  necessity  of 
grappling  vri th  a  gigantic  evil.  There  is  no 
question  at  all  as  to  the  seriousness  of  the 
position,  and  that  we  are  losing  thousands  of 
pounds  every  year  through  the  growth  of 
weeds,  more  especiaJlv  in  the  cultivated  dis- 
tricts. Let  us  take  the  Provincial  District  of 
Canterbury,  or  Otago,  where  we  all  know  the 
greater  part  of  our  grain-growing  is  carried  on. 
It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  large  areas  of 
the  best  land  in  both  provincial  districts  are 
very  much  lowered  in  value  through  the  pre- 
valence of  two  or  three  classes  of  weeds,  not- 
ably fat- hen,  wild  turnip,  and  similar  weeds. 
We  have  also  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
an  ever- increasing  area  of  gorse,  broom,  sweet- 
briar,  and  '  Canadian  or  Calif omian  thistle. 
I  for  one  would  be  very  glad  indeed  to  help 
the  Minister  in  every  possible  way  to  put  an 
Act  on  the  statute-book  which  would  enable  us 
to  grapple  with  these  evils ;  but  the  misfortune 
is  that  he  has  not  pointed  out  to  us  the 
practicability  of  eradicating  such  plants  as 
gorse,  sweetbriar,  broom,  and  various  weeds 
that  are  causing  such  verv  heavy  loss.  Let 
U8  take  some  of  the  river-beds  in  Canterbury, 
as  well  as  other  districts  of  the  colony.  The 
Minister  will  admit  that  there  are  thousands 
of  acres  so  closely  covered  with  gorse,  broom, 
et  cetera,  and  scattered  over,  too,  with  fat-hen 
and  other  similar  weeds  to  such  an  extent  that 
I  should  be  sorry  to  venture  an  estimate  of 
what  their  eradication  would  cost. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY.— You  have  not  got  to 
eradicate  fat-hen. . 


Mr.  BUCHANAN.--What  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  says  is  perfectly  true— 
we  have  not  to  eradicate  fat-hen ;  but  if  we . 
have  it  in  the  river-beds  our  cultivated  lands 
will  get  covered  by  it  wherever  they  are  sub- 
ject to  floods.  Taking  three  of  the  plants  in- 
cluded in  the  First  Schedule — broom,  gorse,  and 
sweetbriar — I  venture  to  say  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  would  not  hazfud  an 
estimate  as  to  what  the  cost  of  eradicating 
those  three  plants  would  be.  The  responsi- 
bility of  seeing  that  these  are  eradicated  at 
the  cost  of  the  ratepayers  is  thrown  on  the 
local  bodies  in  the  first  instance — that  is,  as 
far  as  relates  to  land  under  their  control ;  and 
when  I  put  the  question  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  when  the  Bill  was  passing  through  the 
Select  Committee,  how  it  was  possible  to  clear 
the  river-beds  at  a  cost  short  of  absolute 
ruin  to  the  ratepayers,  he  was  quite  unable 
to  answer  me.  I  venture  also  to  assert  that 
the  Government  will  be  unable  to  clear  the 
lands   which    are    under  their  own   control. 

g  Q  And  not  only  this,  but  we  have  Native 
'  lands  to  the  extent  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  acres  in  the  North  Island,  in  the 
Auckland  Provincial  District  more  especially^ 
which  would  take  very  much  more  to  clear 
than  the  land  is  worth.  And  the  misfor- 
tune is  that  successive  Governments  have, 
unfortunately,  been  active  in  spreading  these 
plants  in  vekrious  parts  of  the  colony.  Take 
the  Manawatu  Gorge  Bailway.  The  engineers, 
with  the  best  intentions,  planted  broom  and 
gorse  in  order  to  prevent  their  embankments 
from  slipping  into  the  river,  and  they  followed 
a  similar  practice  on  the  Rimutaka  line.  The 
result  is  that  the  Manawatu  River  in  every 
flood  carries  down  large  quantities  of  seed  to 
the  lower  levels  to  infest  a  fresh  eurea  of 
country,  and  a  similar  result  has  taken  place 
on  the  Rimutaka  line ;  and  now  the  Govern- 
ment will  have  to  levy  fresh  taxation  to  pay 
for  undoing  the  mistakes  of  former  years.  We 
have  had  to  deal  with  the  scheme  for  old-age 
pensions,  and  the  Premier  proposes  to  set 
apart  £100,000  to  meet  the  necessary  expendi- 
ture ;  but  I  see  no  appropriation  whatever  for 
the  work  to  be  done  under  the  present  Bill. 
The  Government,  under  this  Bill,  is  taking 
power  to  do  the  work  in  oases  where  the  IoceJ 
body  fails  to  do  it ;  but  there  is,  of  course,  no 
power  at  all  to  compel  the  Government  to  do 
their  part  of  the  work.  Now,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  Government  lands  are  in  many  oases 
infested  with  rabbits  to  the  great  loss  of  ad- 
joining settlers,  who  are,  nevertheless,  com- 
pelled by  the  Inspectors  to  carry  out  the  law, 
but  there  is  no  compulsion  whatever  upon  the 
Government  to  do  their  part.  In  the  early 
days  of  the  oolony  legislation  of  this  same 
description  was  brought  in  to  eradicate  the 
Scotch  thistle,  and  many  thousands  of  pounds 
were  expended  in  an  attempt  to  do  that.  We 
know  now  that  that  was  an  absolute  failure, 
and  I  much  fear  that  the  day  has  already  gone 
bv  when  it  is  possible  to  eradicate  some  of  the 

fiants  named  in  the  First  Schedule  to  the  Bill, 
think,  on  the  whole,  that  the  provisions  for 
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pnventing  the  sale  of  foal  seeds  will  be  found 
to  be  very  beneficial.  In  conclasion,  I  would 
ask  the  Minister,  in  his  reply,  to  state  why  he 
has  not  shown  this  House  where  legislation  of 
this  charaoter  has  been  put  upon  the  statute- 
book  of  any  other  oolony.  I  do  not  know  a 
single  instance  of  such  legislation  being  carried 
in  any  of  the  other  colonies.  He  has  given  us 
numerous  precedents  as  to  other  Bills  now 
before  the  House  where  similar  legislation  has 
been  carried  in  other  parts  of  tbe  world — 
notably  in  the  Orchara  and  Garden  Pests 
Bill—and  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  give  us 
similar  instances  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  All  I 
oan  now  say  is  that  I  am  in  entire  sympathy 
with  him  in  his  endeavour  to  carry  a  practical 
Bill  through  the  House,  and  I  will  give  him 
every  assistance  to  that  end  in  Committee 
short  of  voting  for  provisions  which  I  consider 
impracticable  and  likely  to  be  oppressive  to 
the  settlers  whom  I  have  the  honour  ^o  repre- 
sent. 

Mr.  WARD  (Awarua).— Sir,  I  think  the 
Minister  who  has  introduced  this  Bill  is  to  be 
commended  for  the  effort  that  he  is  making  in 
the  direction  of  removing  what  undoubtedly  is 
a  great  difficulty  and  may  become  a  scourge  in 
this  country ;  but  the  difficulties  surrounding 
the  position  are  such  that  I  think  the  depart- 
ment at  the  back  of  the  Minister,  and  over 
which  he  so  ably  presides,  fully  recognise  the 
extraordinary  difficulties  in  dealing  with  the 
problem,  if  one  is  to  judge  by  the  proposals 
submitted  in  this  Bill  to  meet  the  troubles 
that  attend  settlers.  I  venture  to  express  the 
opinion  that  were  the  Bill  carried  through  as 
it  is,  with  the  wide  range  of  noxious  weeds 
indicated  in  the  schedules  of  the  Bill,  it  would 
work  very  oppressively  in  the  country,  or,  at  all 
eventfl,  in  some  portions  of  it.  I  hope  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  Committee,  will  be 
able  to  reduce  the  different  classes  of  weeds  con- 
tained in  the  schedules,  so  that,  while  ffrasping 
with  the  nettles,  they  will  not  unduly  prick 
people  in  different  parts  of  the  colony.  The 
object  aimed  at  is  a  most  laudable  one,  but 
in  attaining  it  we  must  guard  against  any 
possibility  of  the  settlers  being  unnecessarily 
'harassed.  I  should  like  to  see  the  Bill  place 
the  power  to  deal  with  weeds  in  the  hands  of 
the  settlers  themselves.  Therefore  I  would 
offer  this  suggestion  in  connection  with  the 
matter:  that,  instead  of  the  extraordinary, 
and,  in  practice,  necessarily  arbitrary,  powers 
being  conferred  upon  Inspectors  under  tne  Act, 
a  Board  of  settlers  in  different  districts  to  ad- 
minister this  Act  should  be  constituted.  The 
settlers  themselves  in  their  several  districts  are 
the  people  directly  concerned  in  seeing  that 
noxious  weeds  are  not  allowed  to  exist  or  to 
spread  in  any  district,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  onus  of  enforcing  the  Act  might  be  left 
to  them,  and  if  it  were  administered  by  the 
settlers  themselves  it  would  be  enforced  where 
real  need  to  do  so  was  experienced.  On  the 
other  hcLud,  I  fear  that  if  it  is  left  to  Inspectors 
they  would  administer  the  Act  like  a  machine, 
and  in  many  cases  they  would  unnecessarily 
harass  and  worry  the  settlers.  I  believe  it 
Mr.  Buchanan 


would  be  a  good  thing  if  Boards  of  settlers  in 
different  portions  of  the  colony  were  set  up  to 
co-operate  with  the  department  in  the  adminia- 
tratfon  of  this  Act.  It  would  be  much  better 
than  leaving  it  to  local  public  bodies,  who 
have  a  hundred  and  one  other  things  to  deal 
with.  It  is  a  matter  of  vital  oonoem  to 
landholders  of  all  classes,  and  it  is  they  who 
I  should  like  to  see  administer  the  Aot.  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  present  method  of  re- 
moval of  noxious  weeds  from  frontages  in  this 
colony,  which  method  I  see  it  is  proposed  to 
perpetuate  in  this  Bill.  I  do  not  see  why 
settlers  should  be  compelled  to  remove  gorse  or 
noxious  weeds  from  opposite  their  boundary- 
lines  on  the  face  of  roads  and  streets  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  oolony.  That,  to  my  mind, 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  local  body.  If  a 
settler  keeps  his  gorse  or  noxious  weeds  clear 
inside  and  immediately  outside  his  fenoe  or 
hedge,  I  do  not  see  why  he  should  have  to  go 
for  a  considerable  distance  across  a  road  and 
perform  work  in  the  removal  of  gorse  or  weeds 
as  he  has  to  do  under  existing  conditions. 
Settlers  now  frequently  have  to  keep  frontages 
clear,  while  they  are  in  no  way  responsible  for 
the  growth  that  exists  upon  them.  Surely  it 
ought  to  be  the  duty  of  a  local  body  to  manage 
an  affair  like  that.  They  get  sufficient  rates 
out  of  the  settlers  to  warrant  them  in  employ- 
ing a  man  to  undertake  this  work.  Who  is  it 
that  supports  the  local  body  ?  Is  it  not  the 
settlers  ?  I  agree,  Sir,  with  the  laudable  aim  this 
Bill  makes  to  compel  a  pure  class  of  seeds  to 
be  sold  by  those  selling  seeds  to  the  settlers  in 
this  country ;  but  I  desire  to  point  out  that, 
while  the  Bill  provides  that  under  certain  con- 
ditions seeds  must  be  passed  through  a  seed- 
cleaning  machine,  which  is  to  be  taken  as 
evidence  of  purity  of  the  seeds,  it  does  not 
follow,  unless  an  inspection  is  made  before  the 
seeds  leave  the  premises,  that,  even  although 
it  has  been  cleaned,  a  pure  class  of  seeds 
will  be  sent  out.  Those  who  are  engaged  in 
the  cleaning  of  the  seeds  mav  really  believe 
they  have  a  pure  class  of  seeds  to  send  out ; 
but  the  seeds,  though  cleaned,  may  all  the 
same  be  of  an  impure  class,  and  therefore  an 
inspection,  to  be  effective,  should  be  made  in 
the  first  instance  before  cleaning,  and  again 
after  cleanmg,  when  they  should  be  examined 
and  passed,  and  the  quality  certified  to  in 
some  way  before  they  leave  the  premises. 
If  that  is  not  done  I  am  sure  there  wiU 
be  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  this  respect. 
The  real  difficulty  which  I  see  in  this  Bill  is 
the  wide  extent  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man covers  in  his  schedule.  It  seems  to 
me  there  are  too  me^ny  classes  of  seeds  put 
under  the  term  of  what  may  be  called  noxious 
seeds  and  weeds,  and,  looking  at  the  First 
Schedule,  I  think  that  if  three  of  the  most  ob- 
jectionable weeds  named  there  were  dealt  with 
only  it  would  be  very  good  work  indeed  for  a 
start ;  for,  after  all,  it  is  an  experiment,  and 
if  the  Aot  worked  effectively,  and  other  weeds 
were  found  to  be  objectionable,  with  practical 
experience  to  guide  us  they  could  be  increased. 
I  am  reminded  that  the  settlers  would  get  four 
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yoan  to  do  the  work;  bat  I  say  that,  if  the 
whole  oo8t  18  to  devolve  on  those  who  may  have 
a  oonsiderable  area  infected  in  this  way,  the 
expense  will  be  a  great  hardship  to  many  of 
onr  settlers,  even  if  spread  over  four  years.  On 
the  whole,  recognising  as  I  do  the  ill  effects  to 
oar  lands  oaosed  by  the  spread  of  deleterioas 
weeds,  I  will  sapport  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  bat  in  Committee  I  hope  the  honoarable 
gentleman  will  accept  suggestions  with  the 
view  to  making  it  a  thoroughly  workable 
measare  to  effect  the  worthy  object  aimed  at, 
which  is  in  the  interests  of  the  settlers;  and 
what  is  beneficial  to  them  is  in  the  general 
interests  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (EUesmere).  — The 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  as  a  practi- 
cal farmer,  should  recognise  there  is  a  necessity 
for  a  Bill  of  this  sort,  and,  instead  of  throwing 
cold  water  on  it  and  pointing  out  the  diffi- 
colties  that  there  undoubtedly  are  in  its  way, 
he  would  do  better  to  suggest  how  we  are  to 
remedy  what  we  have  to  remedy  some  time  or 
other.  I  recognise  that  the  longer  we  put  off 
dealinf(  with  this  noxious-weeds  question  the 
worse  It  becomes,  and  if  every  one  was  to  take 
the  same  view  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa,  and  see  lions  in  the  path— diffi- 
oalties  m  the  way— we  would  never  get  any 
'  further  at  all,  and  in  a  few  years  it  would  be 
recognised  by  every  one  as  impossible.  I  think 
the  proper  way  to  approach  the  subject  is 'to 
say,  **We  have  to  do  something  with  these 
noxious  weeds.  We  ought  to  do  it  this  session. 
The  only  question  is  what  we  are  going  to  do." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— The  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  spoke  for  twenty 
minutes,  and  never  gave  a  single  suggestion 
as  to  what  we  should  do  in  the  matter.  He 
only  told  as  the  difficulties  there  are  in  the 
way. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— You  tell  us. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Well,  I  will  give  my 
views.  First,  I  think  the  Bill  is  too  compre- 
hensive. 

An  Hon.  Mxhbbb. — That  is  condemning  the 
BiU. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY.-No,  that  is  not 
condemning  the  Bill,  for  I  believe  the  Bill 
has  not  passed  this  House  in  previous  years 
because  it  has  been  too  comprehensive.  If, 
lor  instance,  we  had  begun  by  bringing  in  a 
Califomian  Thistle  Bill,  which  is  a  practicable 
thing,  and  had  passed  that,  and  if  we  bad  then 
gone  on  to  deal  with  gorse  and  sweetbriar  in 
the  same  way,  each  in  a  separate  Bill,  we 
would  have  had  more  chance  of  getting  a  law 
sach  as  this  on  the  statute-book  than  we  have 
of  getting  it  in  one  Bill  as  we  have  at  present. 
That  is  the  reason  the  Bill  was  thrown  out  last 
year. 

'  An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — Are  you  not  throwing 
cold  water  on  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— No,  I  am  not.  I  say 
that  the  Bill  is  a  very  laudable  attempt  to  do 
what  we  will  have  to  do  sooner  or  later,  and  the 
only  fault  about  the  Bill  is  that  it  is  attempting 
to  do  too  much  at  one  time.    Unless  the  farmer 


eradicates  this  Califomian  thistle  it  will  sooner 
or  later  eradicate  the  farmer. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  have  eradicated  it  on 
my  land. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  has 
eradicated  it  on  his  land,  and  I  hope  he  will  not 
oppose  the  BiU,  in  so  far  as  the  Califomian 
thistle  is  concerned,  at  any  rate,  because  there 
is  at  present  very  little  Califomian  thistle  in  the 
North  Island. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — A  good  bit. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— WeU,  very  little  as 
compared  with  the  South  Island,  and  it  is  quite 
practicable  to  stojp  the  Califomian  thistle  now 
if  we  set  about  it  m  the  North  Island.  In  this 
Bill  I  think  special  provision  should  be  made 
for  different  districts.  The  Bill  may  be  prac- 
ticable in  one  district  and  impracticable  in 
another,  and  that  should  be  recognised.  For 
instance,  on  the  West  Coast  I  believe  at  the 
present  time  it  is  not  practicable  to  clear  the 
blackberry. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE.— On  the  Midland  Rail- 
way  reserve. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— The  Midland  Rail- 
way reserve,  as  the  honoarable  member  for 
Motueka  observes,  is  a  case  in  point.  Any  one 
who  goes  down  the  BuUer  Road  towards 
Inangahua  and  sees  the  blackberry  on  that 
land  must  recognise  that  it  is  cheaper  to  pat 
a  20  ft.  wall  round  that  land  and  not  use  it  at 
all  than  to  clear  the  blackberry.  Therefore  I 
think  this  Bill  should  be  brought  into  force  in 
certain  districts  only.  It  might  be  brought 
into  force  in  certain  districts  on  a  vote  taken 
by  the  local  bodies,  because  they  would  be  in 
the  best  position  to  say  whether  it  should 
be  brought  into  force  in  their  districts  or  not. 
Speaking  for  my  own  district  (EUesmere),  I 
see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  brought 
into  force  at  onoe.  There  is  not  a  great  deal  of 
gorse,  but  the  gorse  is  spreading,  and  there  is 
no  means  of  stopping  it.  I  know  a  case  in 
which  a  man  owns  about  ten  acres  of  gorse 
above  a  stream,  and  he  will  do  nothing  with  it. 
The  seed  comes  down  the  hill  and  gets  into 
the  stream,  and  is  thus  taken  to  the  adjoining 
land.  That  is  a  case  in  point,  and  affords  one 
reason  why  the  local  authorities  should  inter- 
fere, but  at  present  they  have  no  power  what- 
ever to  step  in.  Take,  again,  the  Califomian 
thistle  in  tbe  EUesmere  district.  There  is  a 
little  of  it,  andoubtedly,  at  Southbridge  and 
other  places,  but  it  might  be  eradicated 
yet,  and  that  might  very  well  be  enforced. 
The  same  would  apply  to  the  sweetbriar, 
broom,  and,  in  fact,  to  everything  in  the 
schedule,  so  that,  so  far  as  EUesmere  is  con- 
cerned, this  Bill  would  apply  perfectly  weU. 
I  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  districts  of 
the  colony  could  be  treated  in  the  same  way. 
There  are  special  districts,  and  they  could  be 
speciaUy  treated;  but  so  far  as  the  majority 
of  the  districts  go  this  BiU  could  be  applied  to 
them  at  onoe.  If  not,  they  will  all  become  im- 
practicable districts  sooner  or  later,  and  no- 
thing wUl  be  able  to  be  done  with  them.  There 
are  one  or  two  points  about  the  BiU  that  I 
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wonid  like  to  remark  upon.  First,  the  olanse 
in  the  interpretation  whioh  says  that  the 
Governor  in  Council  may  deolare  any  new 
nozioos  weeds  or  any  new  noxious  seeds.  That 
is  much  objected  to  in  a  number  of  quarters. 
It  is  too  much  power  to  give  to  the  Governor. 
The  Governor  may  not  know  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  he  may  declare  to  be 
noxious  weeds,  or  seeds,  weeds  which  it  may 
be  impossible  to  eradicate!  and  seeds  which 
are  not  noxious.  I  do  not  think  we  should 
allow  any  Government  to  enlarge  the  scope 
of  a  Bill  of  this  sort  without  first  consulting 
the  House,  and  I  hope  that  clause  will  be 
cut  out  in  Committee.  Then,  as  to  clause  6, 
regarding  the  sale  of  noxious  seeds,  that  has 
been  amended  by  the  Stock  Committee.  I 
question  as  the  Bill  is  framed  whether  it 
would  not  inflict  a  great  hardship  on  the 
growers  of  cocksfoot,  and  I  might  noint  out 
that  if  no  one  was  allowed  to  sell  seed  until  it 
had  been  cleaned  it  would  mean  that  all  over 
Banks  Peninsula,  where  a  great  quantity  of 
cocksfoot  is  grown,  the  seed  could  not  be  sold 
until  it  had  been  sent  down  to  town  and 
cleaned  there  first,  because  the  seed  is  not 
cleaned  on  the  spot.  It  is  cleaned  by  the 
large  and  cheap  machines  in  town,  and,  in 
many  places  where  the  seed  is  saved,  from  one- 
half  to  two-thirds  belongs  to  the  men  who  are 
employed,  and  is  sold  before  it  is  removed 
from  the  ground  because  they  have  no  means 
of  removing  it.  These  people  are  merely  con- 
tractors, and  do  the  work;  they  have  little 
money  themselves.  They  are  just  working 
for  a  few  weeks  only,  and  cannot  stop  to 
remove  this  seed  and  have  it  cleaned  in  the 
town.  Consequently,  some  clause  such  as  has 
been  suggested  by  the  Conunittee  should  be 
introduced  giving  full  power  to  sell  the  seeds 
where  it  is  well  known  that  the  person  who 
holds  the  seeds  does  not  require  them  for  his 
own  use,  but  is  simply  dealing  with  them  in  the 
ordinarv  course  of  business.  I  have  one  note 
about  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Awarua,  who  said  he  had  some  fault  to  find 
with  the  provision  existing  in  the  Public  Works 
Act  for  the  roads  being  cleaned  by  the  owner 
of  the  hedges.  I  think  that  was  a  healthy  and 
wholesome  provision,  as,  otherwise,  it  means 
that  the  roads  are  cleaned  of  gorse  which  other- 
wise would  be  left  uncleaned;  and  I  cannot 
understand  the  contention  that  the  local  body 
should  clean  them.  A  man  plants  a  gorse 
hedge  alongside  the  road-line,  and  the  seed 
comes  from  that  hedge.  If  he  neglects  it, 
the  seeds  spread  over  the  road;  and  if  he  is 
required  to  clean  half  the  road  where  is  the 
Laidship?  And  why  should  we  insist  on  the 
local  authority  doing  what  is  simply  owing  to 
the  neglect  of  the  man  who  has  planted  the 
gorse  in  the  first  instance  ?  As  to  the  question 
of  the  public  reserves  and  the  rivers,  I  do  not 
believe  it  will  be  practicable  to  carry  out  this 
provision  in  respect  to  the  Canterbury  rivers. 
Those  rivers  are  confined  to  well-defined  water- 
courses;  they  do  not  spread  far  beyond  their 
boundaries.  In  Canterbury  they  have  a  very 
wide  area  of  flow. 

Mr.  Montgomery 


Mr.  BTTOHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man does  not  know  Canterbury  if  he  eaya 
so. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  speak  of  the  BanjG^- 
tata,  Selwyn,  and  Rakaia.  They  have  very  wide 
watercourses,  and  a  certain  amount  of  land 
alongside  the  ordinary  watercourses  of  theae 
rivers  happens  at  the  present  time  to  be  covered 
with  gorse.  On  the  stones  and  gravel  have 
fallen  the  gorse -seeds,  and  when  the  river 
spreads,  of  course  it  starts  the  seeds  growing. 
It  would  require  the  labour  of  a  Hercules  to 
clear  the  gorse  off  these  lands,  and  if  they  are 
to  be  kept  clean  there  will  be  no  unemployed 
men  in  New  Zealand  for  the  future.  I  say  it  is 
an  absolutely  impracticable  thing  to  do,  so  that, 
although  the  Bill  may  be  practicable  in  most 
cases,  in  regard  to  that  provision  it  is  not  prac- 
ticable in  all,  and  there  should  be  larger  ezoep- 
tions  allowed  than  are  already  in  the  Bill.  But, 
whatever  happens,  let  us  pass  the  Bill  in  some 
form  or  another ;  let  us  me^ke  a  start  at  cleaning 
these  noxious  weeds.  It  does  not  matter  how 
small  a  Bill  it  is,  and  how  few  weeds  are  nut 
into  the  schedule,  as  long  as  we  recognise  uiis 
principle :  that  legislation  will  do  good  in  pro- 
tecting the  lands  of  New  Zealand  from  damage 
by  noxious  weeds ;  and  if  we  make  a  beginning 
now  in  regard  to  the  Califomian  thistle  and 
gorse  we  shall  be  doing  good,  and  then  from 
time  to  time  we  may  enlarge  the  scope  of  the 
measure.  I  hope  this  will  be  done,  and  done 
in  such  a  way  as  will  not  press  heavilv  on  the 
owners  of  land.  If  it  is  not  done  I  feel  certain 
that  we  shall  allow,  simply  by  reason  of  our 
neglect  as  legislators,  the  colony  to  be  ruined, 
and  this  could  be  avoided  if  we  only  put  our 
foot  down  at  the  first. 

Mr.  LANG  (Waikato).— I  am  quite  ready  to 
admit  that  it  may  be  desirable  or  necessary  to 
introduce  and  to  pass  a  Bill  that  will  eradicate 
and  prevent  the  spread  of  noxious  weeds,  but  I 
think,  Sir,  at  the  same  time  we  ought  to  be 
very  careful  that  in  doing  so  we  do  not  ruin  a 
number  of  settlers.  It  is  well  known  that  a 
number  of  small  settlers  work  from  dawn  to 
dark ;  they  have  not  sufficient  capital  to  en- 
able them  to  employ  labour ;  and  if  they  are 
liable  to  be  called  upon  at  any  time  by  an  In- 
spector to  clear  land  of  gorse,  and  of  other 
noxious  weeds  that  possibly  would  be  doing  no 
very  great  harm,  it  might  take  them  away  fiom 
the  necessary  work  of  their  farm— harvesting 
and  other  things — ^and  perhaps  ruin  them.  It 
should  be  a  permissive  Act,  and  it  should  be 
left  to  the  local  bodies  to  say  whether  or  nol 
it  should  be  brought  into  force.  It  should  be 
entirely  optional  for  them  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  as  is  the  case  with  many  of  the 
Acts  passed  in  this  House.  Take  the  eTample 
of  the  Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  Act.  I 
think  that  in  an  experiment  such  as  this  it  la 
very  necessary  that  we  should  be  oareful  at 
the  first.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  this  Bill  waa 
passed  in  such  a  form  many  local  bodies 
throughout  the  oolonv  would  bring  It  into  foroe, 
and  the  others  would  see  whether  it  was  desir- 
able or  otherwise  before  they  brought  it  in. 
The  honourable  member  for  EUesmere  "'^ 
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there  are  many  districts  where  it  would  he  use- 
ful, and  others  where  it  would  be  altogether 
impraoticable  to  bring  it  into  force.  Under 
this  Bill  the  local  bodies  have  to  administer 
the  Act.  They  have  to  appoint  Inspectors  and 
do  other  things  that  are  necessary,  and  I  would 
like  to  know  where  the  funds  are  to  come  from 
to  employ  them.  Under  the  Bill  the  local 
bodies  have  to  find  the  funds,  and  I  may  say 
that  at  the  present  time,  in  the  part  of  the 
colony  I  am  most  acquainted  with,  the  local 
bodies  for  the  most  part  rate  up  to  the  highest 
amount  the  law  will  permit,  and  with  the 
amount  to  be  paid  for  hospital  contribution 
and  for  other  purposes  they  have  very  often 
only  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  rates  to  expend 
on  the  roads,  and  if  they  have  to  provide  money 
to  pay  Inspectors,  et  cetera,  they  will  soon  have 
very  little  money  with  which  to  repair  the 
roads.  If  we  place  upon  the  local  bodies  the 
question  of  dealing  with  such  matters  as 
noxious  weeds  and  make  them  provide  the 
funds  we  might  afterwards  make  them  deal 
with  the  Orchard  and  Garden  Pests  Bill  and 
other  similar  measures,  and  then  the  local 
bodies  will  be  absolutely  and  entirely  unable  to 
do  the  necessary  work  on  the  roads.  When  the 
Bill  is  in  (Committee  I  intend  to  move  a  new 
clause,  as  follows : — 

**  All  expenses  incurred  in  the  administration 
of  this  Act  shall  be  paid  out  of  moneys  to  be 
appropriated  by  Parliament  for  that  purpose." 

I  think  that  if  the  Qovernment  insists  on 
fluoh  an  Act  as  this  coming  into  force  they 
should  at  least  provide  the  funds  for  carrying 
it  out.  Then  there  is  the  question  that  has 
been  raised  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  about 
the  Governor  in  Oouncil.  It  is  in  clause  4.  I 
think,  Sir,  that  this  should  only  apply  to 
newly  imported  weeds;  it  should  not  apply 
to  the  weeds  we  have  already  in  the  colony, 
because  if  the  clause  remains  as  at  present  we 
have  no  need  for  the  schedule  at  all.  It  leaves 
it  entirely  to  the  Governor  in  Council  to  name 
any  weeds  that  are  to  be  regarded  as  noxious. 
There  are  some  other  matters  that  occur  to 
me,  but  they  are  Committee  matters,  and  I  will 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  on  them 
now. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin).— The  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere',  Sir,  when  he  spoke  a 
few  minutes  ago,  found  fault  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  for,  as  he  said, 
'*  throwing  cold  water  on  the  Bill,"  but  I 
noticed  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
rapidly  proceeded  to  follow  his  example,  for 
Almost  in  the  same  breath  he  found  fault  with 
the  Bill  for  being  too  comprehensive,  for  at- 
tempting too  much,  and  giving  the  Minister 
too  much  power,  and  so  on.  He  gave  us, 
though,  some  useful  information,  and  he  es- 
pecicdly  told  us  that  in  Canterbury  they  had 
Almost  a  monopoly  of  the  Californian  thistle. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.— No,  no. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— I  do  not  remember  the  exaot 
words  he  used,  but  he  certainly  told  us  that 
there  was  more  Californian  thistle  in  the  South 
Island  than  in  the  North.  The  Minister  told 
us  this  Bill  was  a  very  old  friend.    I  happen 


to  be  one  of  those  who  are  reluctantly  oom- 
pelled  to  admit  that  something  in  the  way  of 
a  Noxious  Weed  Act  is  necessary,  and  I  have 
been  led  to  this  way  of  thinking  by  having 
noticed  the  rapid  growth  of  such  plants  as 
blackberry  and  sweetbriar,  principally  on  the 
unoccupied  lands  of  the  colony.  But  although 
this  Bill  is  a  great  improvement  on  previous 
Bills,  it  goes,  in  my  opinion,  too  far,  and 
attempts  too  much.  There  are  too  many 
weeds  and  seeds  in  the  schedule  attached  to 
the  Bill.  Then,  I  think  the  Bill  should  be  per- 
missive, and  should  only  be  brought  into  opera- 
tion on  the  vote  of  the  ratepayers  or  the  local 
body  of  the  district.  There  is  no  class  in  the 
community  more  impatient  of  unnecessary 
interference,  or  who  require  a  freer  hand  in 
connection  with  their  business,  than  the 
country  settlers,  and  I  think  the  ratepayers 
themselves,  or  their  representatives  on  the 
local  bodies,  are  the  best  judges  of  what  is 
best  for  the  district  to  which  they  belong.  On 
this  account  I  object  to  clause  16,  which  gives 
the  Minister  power  to  step  over  the  heads 
of  the  local  bodies  and  administer  the  Act, 
and  charge  the  expenses  of  administration  to 
the  district.  If  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee  I 
hope  to  see  this  clause  struck  out.  Then,  there 
are  several  clauses  which  are  altogether  un- 
necessary, and  which,  if  placed  on  the  statute- 
book  in  the  way  they  are  introduced,  would  be 
an  unwarrantable  interference  with  the  liberty 
of  the  subject.  I  refer  particularly  to  the 
clause  dealing  with  hedge- trimming.  The 
most  objectionable  subclause  has,  however, 
been  struck  out  by  the  Agricultural  Com- 
mittee, and  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Minister 
say  that  he  intends  to  accept  their  recom- 
mendations. But  the  AgrioulturaJ  Depart- 
ment, or  whoever  is  responsible  for  the  Bill, 
seem  to  think  that  hedges  are  only  valuable 
for  purposes  of  subdivision.  My  experience 
goes  to  show  that  people  who  have  hedges  value 
them  more  for  purposes  of  shelter  than  for  any- 
thing else.  In  fact,  the  Bill  seems  to  be  drafted 
by  some  one  who  has  learned  farming  from  a 
book,  and  who  imagines  that  farming  operations 
can  be  carried  on  in  the  same  way  as  the  opera- 
tions in  a  workshop  or  a  warehouse.  As  I  said 
before,  I  think  the  Bill  attempts  too  much.  My 
idea  of  a  Noxious  Weeds  Bill  would  be  that  it 
should  deal  only  with  four  or  five  plants-nsay, 
the  blackberry,  sweetbriar,  Californian  thistle, 
burrs,  and  perhaps  gorse.  I  am  not  quite  sure 
about  gorse,  because  we  have  lately  discovered 
that  gorse  is  valuable  for  feeding  purposes,  that 
it  grows  on  the  poorest  soil,  and  that  it  has  the 
quality  of  improving  the  soil  after  it  has  grown 
on  it  for  a  number  of  years.  I  do  not  alto- 
gether approve  of  the  Bill,  but  I  do  not  Intend 
to  oppose  it  at  its  present  stage,  hoping  to  see 
it  amended  in  the  direction  I  have  suggested  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  R0LLE8T0N  (Riccarton).--!  have  only 
a  word  or  two  to  say,  as  this  Bill  is  more  a 
Committee  Bill  than  for  discussion  at  its  pre- 
sent stage.  It  goes  without  saying  that  we 
want  some  Bill  of  this  kind,  and  the  sooner  we 
get  into  Committee  and  get  it  as  far  forwurd 


Digitized  by 


Google 


612 


Noxioui  Weeds  BUI,  [HOUSE.]      Noxious  Weeds  BiU.      [Aua.  12 


as  possible  the  better.  The  thing  I  feel  most 
senoaaly  about  ie  the  Californian  thistle,  and 
oae  provision  I  should  like  to  see  inserted 
would  be  one  that  would  not  only  provide  for 
eradication,  but  for  preventing  the  seeding 
of  the  plant,  for  if  it  gets  mixed  up  with  flax 
and  toe  toe  and  gorse  it  becomes  difficult  in- 
deed to  eradicate  in  any  rough  ground.  I  hope 
the  Minister  will  see  that  something  is  done  in 
this  direction.  I  do  not  agree  about  making 
the  Bill  permissive.  How  about  the  bound- 
aries of  districts?  Take,  for  inetauce,  a  river 
bed  that  divides  two  districts.  On  one  side 
you  might  have  a  lot  of  settlers  who  do  not 
care  about  the  matter,  and  might  look  upon 
this  as  a  troublesome  Bill,  and  their  land 
would  be  simply  the  seeding  -  ground  for  the 
district  on  the  other  side  of  l£e  river.  I  hope 
we  shall  get  into  Committee  as  soon  as  possible, 
because  more  good  can  be  done  then  than  by 
discussing  it  now. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki).— This  is  one  of 
those  Bills  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  make 
acceptable  to  every  district,  and  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  the  Minister  has  left  a  great  deal  in 
the  hands  of  the  local  authorities.  I  should 
have  preferred  to  see  the  County  Council  the 
local  authority  to  administer  the  Bill,  but  the 
Bill  states  the  Borough  Council  and  Road 
Board  shall  be  the  authority.  In  some  parts 
of  the  colony  there  are  a  large  number  of  small 
road  districts,  and  it  would  be  far  better  if  in 
those  parts  the  County  Councils  had  to  ad- 
minister the  Act.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua  object  to  the 
clause  in  the  Public  Works  Act  which  compels 
owners  of  sections  to  keep  their  frontages  clear 
of  furze.  In  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred 
the  roads  become  blocked  up  with  furze  from 
the  owners  of  frontages  allowing  furze  to  seed 
down  on  the  road.  I  think,  therefore,  it  is  quite 
right  that  the  Road  Board  should  compel  the 
owners  to  keep  their  frontages  clear  of  gorse. 
The  honourable  member  for  Waikato  says  that 
small  farmers  may  be  ruined  by  the  Inspector 
compelling  them  to  clear  during  harvest-time ; 
but,  considering  that  the  Inspectors  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  local  bodies,  and  that  they  are 
influenced  by  public  opinion,  the  danger  is  not 
very  likely  to  occur.  The  public  opinion  in  a 
district  is  always  able  to  bring  pressure  to  bear 
on  the  local  body.  I  am  gliMfl  to  see  the  ap- 
pointment of  Inspectors  does  not  rest  with  the 
Minister,  but  is  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
bodies.  It  has  also  been  asked  where  the 
funds  are  to  come  from  in  cases  where  the 
owners  are  absentees,  or  refuse  to  clear  their 
land.  In  oases  of  that  sort  I  think  it  could  be 
charged  against  the  land.  There  may  be  a  diffi- 
culty in  recovering  immediately  if  the  owner 
is  an  absentee  ;  but  in  such  a  case  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  a  short  clause  authorising  the 
County  Council  or  local  body  to  strike  a  small 
rate  to  clear  the  property,  and  the  cost  could 
be  recouped  when  the  property  is  sold.  It  may 
be  objected  that  it  is  unfair  to  impose  a  special 
rate  on  the  whole  community  in  order  to  clear 
the  nuisance  ofi  one  man's  property;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  where  noxious  weeds 
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mature  on  any  one's  property  they  not  only 
damage  his  own  property,  but  are  very  dele- 
terious to  all  the  properties  in  the  neighbour- 
hood.  Certain  of  these  weeds  spread  over  the 
whole  district.  For  instance,  of  late  years  the 
blackberries  have  spread  over  the  whole  country 
on  the  West  Coast,  and  they  have  been  dissenu- 
nated  in  great  measure  from  certain  properties. 
whose  owners  refused!  to  cut  the  blackberry- 
bushes  down,  and  the  consequence  is  they 
are  spreading  over  the  properties  of  all  the 
neighbours.  I  have  had  lately  quite  a  handful 
of  letters  from  different  farmers  in  my  district 
asking  me  to  urge  that  this  Bill  should  become 
law,  and  also  urging  that  we  should  make  the  re- 
strictions we  have  now  more  stringent  than  the 
present  Bill  proposes  to  make  thera.  It  is  all 
very  well  for  those  honourable  gentlemen  ta 
laugh ;  but  we  will  take  the  instance  of  a  land- 
owner who  has,  say,  a  flfty-acre  paddock  over- 
grown with  blackberries,  and  under  this  Bill  it 
will  take  fifty  years  to  eradicate  them.  The 
owner  of  the  property  should  be  compelled  to 
cut  down  the  blackberry- bushes  on  his  pro- 
perty so  that  the  berries  shall  not  ripen,  or  the 
birds  will  be  carrying  the  seeds  all  through  the 
neighbourhood  damaging  his  neighbours*  pro- 
perties and  also  the  land  in  the  adjoining  dis- 
tricts. I  shall  have  very  much  pleasure  in 
assisting  to  the  best  of  my  ability  in  getting  the 
Bill  through  Committee. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Kaiapoi).— I  desire  to  say  thai 
we  all  recognise  the  necessity  that  exists  for  m 
measure  of  this  description  being  passed.  Last 
session  I  urged  on  the  Minister  of  Lands  the 
necessity  of  passing  a  Bill  that  would  deal, 
perhaps,  with  only  one  noxious  weed — ^namely, 
the  Californian  thistle  —  as  this  was  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous  weeds  we 
had  to  contend  with— at  least,  so  far  as  the 
South  Island  was  concerned.  It  would  pro- 
bably have  done  for  the  South  Island  for  a 
time  rather  than  have  had  no  legislation  at 
all.  I  trust.  Sir,  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
Minister  will  be  accepted  by  the  Conmiittee, 
and  that  when  we  get  into  Committee  on  the 
Bill  we  shall  deal  with  the  measure  entirely 
free  from  party,  and  discuss  every  clause  on  its 
merits.  It  is  a  Bill  of  too  much  importance  to> 
be  treated  in  anything  like  a  party  spirit.  As 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
assist  in  passing  those  clauses  that  I  feel  are 
desirable  when  the  Bill  is  going  through  Com- 
mittee. At  the  same  time,  I  think  we  are 
going  a  little  too  fast  if  we  expect  to  pass  this 
Bill  in  its  entirety.  I  think  it  would  be  very 
much  better  if  the  Minister  would  egree,  when 
the  Bill  is  going  through  Committee,  to  cut 
down  the  schedule  considerably,  and,  I  might 
also  say,  some  of  the  drastic  clauses  in  the  Bill. 
In  a  measure  of  this  sort  I  think  the  Minister 
will  find  it  is  better  to  go  a  little  slow  in  order 
to  get  there  sooner.  We  are  adopting  a  new 
departure  in  passing  a  measure  of  this  sort 
dealing  with  the  noxious  weeds  throughout  the 
colony,  and  if  we  are  going  too  far  I  am  afraid 
in  all  probability  we  will  set  the  looal  bodies- 
and  the  farmers  throughout  the  colony  a^^ainst 
the  measure,  which  would  be  very  undesirable 
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indeed.  Therefore,  as  I  say,  it  is  better  for  the 
Hinistex  to  go  a  little  slowly  in  order  to  arrive 
there  sooner.  The  schedule  of  the  Bill  oer- 
taialy,  to  my  mind,  deals  with  too  many  of 
what  may  be  termed  nozions  weeds.  I  think 
it  Bhonld  be  ont  down ;  and  again,  I  think,  we 
are  going  a  little  too  far  in  clause  4.  We  are 
giving  the  Qovemor  in  Council  power  to  de- 
clare any  plants  noxious  weeds.  Well,  that  is 
a  very  big  order— to  give  the  Governor  in 
Oonnoil,  which  may  mean  the  Minister  of 
Lands  for  the  day,  or  the  Minister  for  Agrioul- 
tore,  a  power  which  should  not  be  placed  in 
any  one  man's  hands.  That,  to  my  mind,  is 
going  too  far,  and  I  do  not  think  the  farmers 
throughout  the  country  will  approve  of  our 
passing  a  clause  of  this  sort,  giving  such  large 
powers  to  any  one  man,  however  good  be  may 
be  in  conneokion  with  his  department,  and  I 
trust,  as  far  as  that  clause  is  concerned,  it  will 
be  deleted.  I  quite  recognise  that  there  will 
be  considerable  difficulty  in  clearing  the  gorse 
and  other  weeds  off  some  of  our  reserves,  and 
more  particularly  our  river-beds.  In  fact,  if 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  are  carried  out  in  their 
antbety  it  will  simply  mean  ruin  to  some  of 
our  local  bodies,  and  probably  to  some  of  our 
ftkrmers  as  well.  There  are  some  local  bodies 
that  have  control  of  reserves  who  have  very 
little  in  the  shape  of  revenue  that  could  be 
applied  to  a  work  of  this  description ;  and,  of 
course,  this  Bill  would  compel  the  Board  having 
control  of  these  reserves  to  clear  the  reserves. 
And  in  the  event  of  the  local  authority  failing 
to  do  so,  or  to  administer  the  Act,  the  Minister 
may  do  so,  and  charge  all  costs  incurred  against 
the  neglecting  local  body.  And  power  is  also 
to  be  given  to  the  Oolonial  Treasurer,  under 
clause  16,  to  stop  any  money  due  by  way  of 
subsidy.  Now,  whilst  fully  recognising  the 
necessity  of  clearing  some  of  their  lands,  we 
must  at  the  same  time  be  careful  to  safeguard 
their  finance.  This  Act  will  mean  an  almost 
new  charge  against  their  funds,  and  if  carried 
too  far  may  be  a  serious  matter,  and  would, 
of  course,  encourage  objection  from  the  local 
bodies  so  interfered  with.  A  question  was 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua 
in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  local  Boards 
to  have  the  control  of  this  work.  I  would  point 
out  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  Bill 
provides  for  local  Boards — the  Road  Boards 
and  the  Ck>unty  Council — to  have  the  control 
of  this  work,  and  the  Boad  Board  will  be  com- 
posed of  five  local  men  who  are  farmers  and 
ratepayers  in  that  district ;  and  if  the  Bill  be 
made  compulsory  it  will  be  the  duty  of  this 
Board  to  carry  ont  the  work  in  connection  with 
this  matter. 

An  Hon.  Membkb. — ^They  are  not  all  farmers. 

Mr.  MOORE.— It  is  very  seldom  that  you 
will  get  a  Boad  Board  in  a  farming  district  com- 
posed of  men  who  are  not  farmers.  That  is  my 
experience,  at  any  rate.  Of  course,  property- 
owners  are  concerned,  and  in  town  districts 
yoQ  might  have  a  different  class  of  men,  but  at 
the  utmost  the  people  in  boroughs  and  town 
districts  will  not  be  affected  by  it  to  any  very 
great  extent,  so  that  really  the  Board  which 
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this  Bill  provides  for  will  be  a  local  Board, 
as  suggested  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
Then,  attention  has  been  ccdled  to  the  fact 
that  owners  of  property  would,  under  this  BiU, 
have  to  remove  the  gorse  on  the  roads  abutting 
on  their  premises.  Well,  of  course,  that  is  the 
law  at  the  present  time.  The  local  bodies  have 
it  in  their  power  to  compel  the  occupiers  of  pro- 
perty to  clear  the  gorse  off  to  tbe  centre  of  the 
road,  and  if  they  do  not  do  it  it  is  done  by  the 
local  body  and  charged  against  the  owners. 
However,  any  objections  I  have  to  the  Bill  are 
purely  Committee  objections.  I  congratulate 
the  honourable  gentleman  on  bringing  the  Bill 
down  now,  and  I  hope  he  will  stand  by  the  Bill, 
and  that  it  has  not  been  brought  before  the 
House,  as  some  other  Bills  have  been,  with  tbe 
object  merely  of  putting  it  throagb  its  second 
reading  and  into  Committee  in  order  that  it 
may  then  be  dropped.    I  hope  members  will 

rB  it  through  Commiltee  in  a  way  that  will 
acceptable  to  the  majority  of  the  people 
throughout  the  country.  It  is  impossible  to 
pass  a  Bill  that  will  meet  the  approval  of 
everybody;  but  at  the  same  time  as  we  are 
making  a  start,  I  would  advise  the  Minister 
not  to  go  too  far  at  first,  if  be  desires  that  the 
Bill  shall  meet  with  the  acceptance  of  the 
people  throughout  the  country,  and  then,  if  it 
requires  amendment,  in  another  year  or  two  he 
may  do  it  when  perhaps  there  is  not  so  much 
objection  to  it. 

Mr.  O'BEGAN  (Buller).— I  think  it  wiU  be 
generally  admitted  that  the  Minister  of  Lands 
has  attempted  in  this  Bill  to  grapple  with  a  very 
difficult  problem,  and  I  have  to  heartily  congratu- 
late him  on  his  well-meant  efforts  in  the  direc- 
tion of  solving  a  problem  which,  undoubtedly, 
will  have  to  be  faced  sooner  or  later.  The  earlier 
this  question  is  faced  the  earlier  the  Govern- 
ment will  succeed  in  solving  it.  I  am  inclined 
to  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  EUee- 
mere  in  his  opinion  that  too  much  is  being 
attempted  in  the  Bill.  I  believe  it  would 
conduce  to  simplification  if  the  schedules  were 
reduced  to  about  half ;  and,  as  there  is  a  clause 
providing  that  other  weeds  may  from  time  to 
time  be  proclaimed  noxious,  there  is  no  reason 
why,  as  time  goes  on,  if  it  is  found  necessary, 
advantage  should  not  be  taken  of  that  provision 
to  include  other  weeds.  I  think  the  question 
of  greatest  difficulty  with  respect  to  these 
noxious  weeds  is  presented  by  the  Crown 
lands.  The  honourable  member  for  E lies- 
mere  and  the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki 
have  both  made  reference  to  the  spread  of 
blackberries  on  the  West  Coast.  Blackberries 
do  grow  on  the  West  Coast  wherever  the  ground 
is  cleared.  The  road-sides  are  infested  with 
them,  and  the  lands  that  are  alienated,  not 
being  closely  cultivated,  are  also  infested,  esp^^^ 
cially  in  close  proximity  to  the  fences,  and  be- 
side heaps  of  old  timber  where  it  is  difficult  to 
eradicate  them.  But  the  most  difficult  places 
to  deal  with  them  are  the  river-beds.  The 
difficulty  of  eradicating  weeds  from  these 
would  be  so  great  that  I  fail  to  see  how  we  can 
deal  with  them.  I  should  be  very  glad — 
and  I  am  sure '  every  settler   on  the  West 


Digitized  by 


Google 


614  Noxious  Weeds  Bill.  [HOUSE.]      Noxious  Weeds  Bill.      [Auo.  12 


OoaBt  would  be — if  some  one  would  suggest 
a  method  by  which  blackberries  can  be 
eradicated.  Tbey  continue  to  spread  as  the 
country  is  being  opened  up.  I  believe  the  best 
way,  instead  of  the  impossible  task  of  wholly 
-  eradicating  them,  would  be  to  cut  them  during 
•the  flowering  season,  and  thus  prevent  them  from 
'seeding,  and  consequently  spreading.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  spreading  of  these 
noxious  weeds  is  largely  due  to  birds.  One  of 
the  most  practical  methods  of  preventing  their 
spread  would  be  to  out  them  at  the  proper  time. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  whole  problem  is 
surrounded  by  so  many  difficulties  that  this 
Bill  should  be  made  permissive.  What  will  suit 
one  district  will  not  suit  another.  It  would  be 
to  court  unpopularity  to  force  a  measure  like 
this,  so  to  speak,  down  the  throats  of  the  people. 
In  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  colony  the  people 
do  not  usually  discover  that  legislation  of  this 
kind  has  been  passed  until  after  it  has  become 
law,  and  very  frequently  a  violent  revulsion  of 
feeling  ensues  against  such  laws.  That  could 
be  best  provided  against  by  giving  such  Bills 
more  publicity,  and  thus  securing  their  modi» 
fication,  or  by  making  the  measures  per- 
missive. This  Bill  deals  with  a  question  so 
complicated — a  question  that  is  looked  at  from 
different  points  of  view  in  different  districts — 
that  the  ratepayers  should  be  allowed  to  decide 
whether  it  shall  be  adopted  in  any  particular 
district.  I  fail  to  see  how  any  valid  objection 
loan  be  raised  to  that  proposal.  On  the  West 
Coast  the  local  bodies  are  already  in  such  an 
impecunious  condition  that  the  General  Go- 
vernment have  been  compelled  to  take  over  the 
maintenance  of  the  main  roads,  and  lor  most 
of  the  new  roads  they  have  to  depend  on 
precarious  Government  subsidies  or  grants.  I 
think  this  is  merely  an  illustration  of  what 
occurs  in  other  parts  of  the  colony. 

Hon.  Mbmbbrs. — No. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— Of  course,  I  would  be  happy 
to  reply  to  those  interjections  if  I  thought  they 
were  worth  noticing.  I  do  not  wish  to  raise 
any  question  of  mere  provincialism. 

Hon.  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— On  the  West  Coast  we 
already  labour  under  a  strong  sense  of  injustice. 
But  the  position  will  be  aggravated  if  the  local 
bodies  are  to  be  called  on  to  eradicate  noxious 
weeds.  Clause  14  of  the  Bill  seems  to  be  am- 
biguous.   It  reads : — 

'*  All  lands  being  public  reserves  not  vested 
in  any  trustees  or  local  authority,  and  all 
unoccupied  Crown  lands,  shall  be  cleared  by 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  Gk)vernment ; 
but  the  Minister  may  call  upon  the  local 
authority  in  whose  district  the  lands  are 
situate  to  perform  the  work,  and  be  refunded 
the  actual  cost  thereof  as  the  work  pro- 
gresses out  of  any  moneys  appropriated  from 
time  to  time  by  Parliament  for  the  purpose." 

What  does  that  mean?  That  the  Minister 
can  be  refunded  for  the  cost  of  destroying  the 
weeds,  defraying  the  cost  out  of  the  moneys 
granted  to  local  bodies  7 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— No. 
•    Mr.  0*REGAN.— Well,  then,  the  clause  re- 
Mr.  O'Regan 


quires  to  be  re-oast.  I  was  quite  surprised  to 
hear  the  honourable  member  for  Awama  take 
exception  to  the  provision  in  "The  Poblio 
Works  Act,  1894,"  which  compels  settlen  to 
keep  their  hedges  and  frontages  dear.  No 
doubt  there  may  be  individual  hardships,  bat 
as  a  rule  these  roadsides  are  infested  with 
weeds  because  of  the  negleot  of  the  settlen  to 
keep  their  hedges  properly  trimmed.  I  sh^ 
certainly  do  my  best  to  make  the  Bill  workable, 
recognising  as  I  do  that  the  subjeot  most  be 
faced,  but  unless  the  Minister  makes  it  per- 
missive I  feel  that  I  must  vote  against  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  (Ashburton).— I  wish  to  oon- 
gratulate  the  Minister  of  Lands  upon  having 
at  last  brought  down  this  Bill,  which  has  been 
delayed  for  many  years ;  but  I  think  Uie  BiU 
still  attempts  far  too  much.  If  the  proviaioDS 
of  the  Bill  were  limited  to  those  weeds  that 
are  chiefly  detrimental  because  they  grow  on 
the  cultivated  lands  and  are  harvested  with 
the  crops,  a  great  benefit  would  be  oonferred 
on  the  community  by  the  eradication  of  those 
weeds.  I  refer  chiefly  to  the  Califonuan 
thistle.  As  to  gorse  and  many  other  noxioas 
weeds  which  are  soheduledin  this  Bill,  I  think 
it  would  be  better  to  leave  them  to  be  dealt 
with  under  the  present  law.  The  last  speaker 
has  alluded  to  the  difficulties  connected  with 
the  eradication  of  blackberries  on  the  West 
Coast.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  Minister  of 
Lands  realises  'the  very  large  contract  he  has 
in  hand  when  he  undertakes  to  eradicate  those 
blackberries,  nor  am  I  certain  it  is  desirable 
to  do  BO.  On  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island,  in  the  district  represented  by  the 
Premier,  blflbokberries  take  possessign  of  every 
gravel-pit  or  abandoned  working,  and  every 
vacant  piece  of  land  or  road  side.  It  is  the 
principal  fruit  for  the  settlers.  Therefore, 
so  far  as  blackberries  on  the  West  Ooast 
are  concerned,  it  would  be  better  not  to 
touch  them.  In  the  season  the  inhabitants  of 
Hokitika  and  Grey  mouth  turn  out  in  large 
numbers  to  harvest  the  blackberries.  It  will 
be  a  great  loss  to  that  part  of  the  colony  if  the 
blackberries  are  eradicated,  because  if  they  are 
eradicated  I  am  afraid  nothing  else  will  grow 
on  the  same  land.  The  climate  and  soil  seem 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  growth  of  the  black- 
berry, and  it  has  taken  possession  of  the  land. 
I  think  that  in  Committee  about  three-fonrths 
^of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  should  be  oat 
out,  and  then  it  will  possibly  be  a  workable 
measure.  I  think  an  effort  should  be  made  to 
check  the  growth  of  those  weeds  which  are 
chiefly  detrimental  because  they  grow  on 
arable  land  and  are  harvested  with  the  crops— 
with  such  crops  as  wheat  and  oats,  clover,  and 
grasses—and  are  thus  scattered  throaghoat 
the  colony.  I  think  if  the  Bill  is  amended  so 
as  to  deal  with  the  Californian  thistle  and 
Bathurst  burr  alone  it  will  be  a  Bill  in  the 
right  direction. 

Mr.  R.  McEENZIE  (Motueka).  —  I  am 
afraid  the  honourable  member  for  Ashbnxton 
must  have  been  looking  at  West  Coast 
scenery  through  coloured  Ganterbtixy  glasses. 
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Although  he  lived  on  the  West  Goftst  yean  ago, 
I  can  asaare  him  that  he  is  entirely  mihtaken 
in  what  he  said  with  reference  to  blackberries 
BO  far  as  the  Premier's  district  is  concerned. 
TThey  are  not  in  possession  there.  At  the  same 
4tme,  no  doubt  blackberries  i^e  a  considerable 
nnisance  and  a  noxious  weed  in  other  portions 
of  the  West  Coast.  This  Bill  is  an  old  friend. 
We  have  had  it  before  the  House  ever  since  I 
have  been  here,  and  I  believe  it  was  before  the 
Hoose  years  before  that.  It  is  a  slight  im- 
provement on  previous  Bills.  There  is  no 
doubt  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua  put 
his  finger  on  the  weak  spot  of  this  Bill.  He 
holds  that  the  local  bodies  of  the  various 
districts  ought  to  be  compelled  to  keep  the 
roads  clean. 
An  Hon.  Mbicbeb. — They  are  now. 
Q  Q  Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.—They  are  not 
'  just  yet.  The  honourable  member  for 
Christohuroh  Oity  does  not  know  much  about 
it.  Living  in  a  city,  we  cannot  expect  him  to 
know  much  about  the  country  districts.  At 
the  same  time,  I  was  surprised  at  the  honour- 
Able  member  for  Ellesmere  telling  the  House 
that  the  Road  Boards  keep  the  roads  clear  at 
the  present  time.  It  ought  to  be  the  work  of 
the  local  bodies  to  keep  the  roads  clear — that 
ought  to  be  part  of  their  business,  but  they  do 
Do&ing  of  the  kind  at  present.  In  the  portion 
•of  the  Middle  Island  I  am  best  acquainted 
with,  the  local  bodies  and  the  Government 
are  the  greatest  sinners  in  this  respect.  There 
are  public  reserves  and  Grown  lands  reserves 
'  all  over  the  country  which  do  a  great  deal  of 
mischief  in  the  way  of  spreading  noxious  weeds. 
"From  these  reserves  and  Grown  lands  noxious 
weeds  are  spread  in  all  directions.  The  Minis- 
ter deserves  credit  for  dealing  with  this  sub- 
ject, but  the  first  step  he  ought  to  have  in- 
sisted on  was  that  the  local  bodies  shall  keep 
the  roads  clear.  I  have  a  very  strong  objection 
to  clause  4  of  the  Bill,  which  gives  the  Go- 
▼ernor  in  Council  power  to  gazette  other  plants 
as  noxious  weeds  under  the  Act.  That  is  a 
power  that  should  not  be  in  the  handa  of  the 
Oovemor  in  Council.  I  was  surprised  at  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  stating  that 
the  local  bodies  keep  the  roads  clear.  If 
honourable  members  will  refer  to  sections 
186  and  186  of  "The  Public  Works  Act,  1894," 
they  will  find  the  present  law  on  this  question. 
Until  the  local  bodies  are  made  to  do  so,  the 
roads  will  never  be  kept  clear  of  noxious  weeds. 
River-beds  are  also  a  great  source  from  which 
noxious  weeds  are  spread  about ;  next  to  the 
roads  they  are  the  worst  in  that  respect,  and 
something  should  be  done  to  deal  with  river- 
beds as  well  as  roads.  I  hope  that  when  the 
Bill  is  in  Committee  the  Minister  will  see 
his  way  clear  to  so  amend  it  as  to  impose  on 
County  Councils  the  duty  of  keeping  the  roads 
olear  of  weeds.  Road  Boards  are  too  small, 
and  too  sabjeot  to  local  influences.  One  Road 
Board  might  attend  to  the  work,  but  adjoining 
Boards  might  do  nothing  whatever.  Therefore 
it  would  be  better  to  make  the  County  Councils 
responsibJe  for  keeping  the  roads  clear.  If 
juij  one  wants  to  see  how  these  noxious  weeds 


spread  they  have 'only  to  go  along  the  Welling- 
ton Town  Belt  or  into  the  Botanical  Gardens, 
and  there  they  will  see  how  gorse,  broom,  and 
blackberries  are  allowed  to  spread.  The  whole 
thing  is  neglected.  I  hope  that  when  this  Bill 
gets  into  Committee  the  local  authorities  will 
be  made  to  keep  the  roads  clear,  and  that 
settlers  will  then,  be  compelled  to  keep  their 
land  clear  of  these  noxious  weeds. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Oeraldine).— Sir,  the  speech 
which  astonished  me  most  this  evening  came 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa. 
He  said  he  knew  a  place  in  the  North  Island 
BO  infested  with  gorse,  broom,  and  sweet  briar 
tbat  the  settlers  had  not  got  the  money  to 
olear  the  land.  Then  the  sooner  they  leave 
the  land  the  better,  and  let  some  one  else  clear 
it.  This  Bill  deals  very  leniently  witti  them. 
If  a  man  has  a  hundred  acres,  he  has  to  clear 
twenty-five  acres  each  year ;  he  would  not  be 
compelled  to  olear  any  more,  and  I  think  that 
is  fair  enough.  If  a  man  is  negligent,  and 
allows  gorse,  broom,  and  sweetbriar  to  grow  on 
his  land,  it  will  steadily  increase,  and  the 
longer  it  is  allowed  to  increase  the  less  money 
he  will  have  at  his  command  to  enable  him  to 
olear  the  pests  off  his  land.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  said  that  he  has  eradi- 
cated Californian  thistle  from  his  land.  If  the 
honourable  member  has  done  that  I  wonder 
he  did  not  tell  the  Stock  Committee  how  to 
do  it,  so  tbat  the  Minister  could  give  the 
recipe  to  others  whose  land  is  infested  with 
it.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  looaJ  bodies, 
or,  rather,  the  settlers,  should  be  compelled  to 
remove  gorse,  broom,  et  ceUra^  off  the  roads. 
That  has  been  the  case  all  along.  Each  settler 
is  compelled  to  keep  half  the  road  clear,  and 
the  whole  of  the  road  olear  if  his  property 
abuts  on  each  side  of  the  road.  There  is  only 
one  hardship  so  far  as  Canterbury  is  concerned. 
It  arises  in  this  manner:  Local  bodies  cart 
shingle  from  the  river-beds  to  make  and  patch 
roads,  and  this  shingle  is  full  of  broom  and 
gorse  seed.  This  shingle  is  carted  on  to  the 
roads,  and  it  is  very  hard  upon  the  settlers 
that  they  should  be  compelled  to  keep  the 
metalled  portions  of  the  road  clear  of  noxious 
weeds,  because  the  local  body  know  at  the  time 
they  cart  this  shingle  on  to  the  roads  that 
it  is  full  of  gorse  seed.  It  is  nearly  impos- 
sible now  to  get  a  load  of  shingle  from  river-beds 
in  Canterbury  that  is  not  full  of  gorse  or  broom 
seed;  and  why  should  the  settlers,  after  the 
local  body  has  laid  this  shingle  on  the  roads, 
be  asked  to  go  and  grub  out  the  nuisance? 
The  local  body  should  either  be  prevented 
from  carting  this  shingle  on  to  the  roads  or 
they  should  keep  the  roads  clear.  .The  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  said  we  had  at- 
tempted too  much  in  this  Bill.  When  it  is 
read  carefully  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  found 
that  we  have  attempted  too  much.  Speaking 
now  of  lands  that  are  cultivated,  we  know  that 
on  land  which  is  cultivated  and  cropped  broom 
does  not  grow  to  be  the  nuisance  that  Cali- 
fornian thistle  does.  That  is  not  the  case  with 
broom,  sweetbriar,  and  blackberry  ;  they  do 
not  come  to  maturity  so  quickly  as  the  Cali- 
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fonian  thistle.  I  do  not  think  the  Bill  is 
attempting  too  mnch ;  and  the  Second  Sche- 
dule, althoagh  it  may  look  a  large  amount, 
after  all  is  simply  a  question  of  seed ;  and  a 
really  good  machine  will  separate  any  one  of 
the  kinds  of  seed  from  the  noxious  seeds 
mentioned  in  the  Second  Schedule  by  chang- 
ing the  riddles,  or  something  of  that  kind. 
We  can  check  the  evil  if  we  sow  clean  seed  in 
oar  land.  That  is  the  way  the  land  has  been 
poisoned — by  sowing  seed  that  has  not  been 
properly  cleaned  of  noxious  seeds  or  spores, 
very  possibly  we  may  have  introduced  to  some 
extent  the  Gailfomian  thistle  into  this  colony 
with  the  American  cow-grass.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  is  the  case,  but  it  is  very 
fikely  to  be  so.  I  maintain  that  all  seed  that 
is  sown  should  be  properly  dressed,  and  guaran- 
teed by  merchants  as  properly  dressed ;  either 
that,  or  it  should  be  stated  that  it  has  not  been 
dressed,  and  then  farmers  would  know  what 
they  are  about,  as  they  could  get  it  dressed 
themselves.  At  any  rate,  we  should  be  com- 
pelled to  dress  our  seeds  before  we  sow  them, 
and  if  we  did  that  we  should  have  less  of  these 
noxious  weeds  around  us.  I  must  say  that  at 
present,  so  far  as  I  know  the  Canterbury  rivers, 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  is  right  in 
what  he  said  to-night,  that  the  streams  have  not 
been  diverted  by  the  growth  of  gorse  and  broom 
in  many  instances.  I  find  in  many  rivers  that 
when  there  is  a  flood,  owing  to  the  sliingle  being 
very  loose,  the  water  washes  away  and  uproots 
the  gorse-plants,  and  makes  fresh  channels 
for  itself;  and  it  is  very  questionable,  to  my 
mind,  whether  gorse  is  not  a  benefit  in  some 
cases  in  these  river-beds,  and  not  a  nuisance. 
Of  course,  it  is  a  nuisance  where  the  river- 
banks  are  low,  and  also  it  afiords  a  place  for 
birds  and  rabbits  to  breed ;  hue  I  think  we 
oould  meet  that  difficulty  by  burning  as  much 
as  possible  on  the  river-beds.  I  think  that 
oould  be  done,  and  it  would  meet  the  require- 
ments in  most  oases.  Now,  it  has  been 
argued  by  many  speakers  that  this  should  be 
a  permissive  Bill.  I  say  it  should  not  be  a  per- 
missive Bill.  If  we  have  any  Bill  at  all,  it 
should  apply  to  the  whole  colony.  It  has 
been  pointed  out  very  well  by  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Rtccarton,  in  the  case 
of  a  boundary  river-bed,  where  one  County 
Council  would  probably  be  in  charge  of  one 
side  and  another  county  on  the  other  side,  and 
one  would  do  its  work  and  the  other  would  not 
do  its  work,  and,  consequently,  in  that  case 
the  Bill  would  be  practically  no  good  at  all  if 
permissive.  So  far  as  hedge- trimming  is  con- 
cerned, I  think  it  should  only  apply  to  bound- 
ary fences.  If,  in  the  middle  of  my  farm,  I 
wish  to  keep  a  high  fence  for  shelter,  I  think  I 
have  a  perfect  right  to  do  that  without  any  one 
interfering.  My  opinion  is  that,  if  you  allow 
gorse  to  grow,  say,  probably,  for  nine  or  ten 
years,  there  is  not  so  much  danger  of  the  seed 
spreading.  I  have  seen  gorse  fences  on  farms 
nine  or  ten  years  old,  and  you  could  not  see  as 
much  spread  from  them  as  from  some  fences 
cut  every  year.  I  am  not  prepared  to  name 
the  reaf>on  it  does  not  spread ;  perhaps,  owing 
Mr,  FUUman 


to  old  age,  the  seed  was  not  so  active ;  but». 
however,  I  know  it  is  the  case,  and  I  think 
the  provision  as  to  cutting  these  fences  should 
only  apply  to  the  boundary  fences— that  is,  to- 
boundary  fences  between  neighbours  and 
along  roads;  and  I  believe  there  is  pro- 
vision for  that  already  in  the  Public  Works 
Act.  Then,  again,  there  will  be  a  great  deal 
of  trouble,  if  the  river-beds  are  to  be  cleaned^. 
to  define  the  boundaries.  People  who  have 
bought  land  alongside  river-beds  have  planted 
to  defend  themselves,  and  as  soon  as  the  land 
is  planted  on  one  side  the  person  on  tbe  op- 
posite  side  will  begin  to  plant,  because  if  it 
is  a  narrow  stream  the  planting  of  his  friend 
opposite  would  drive  the  vrater  over  to  the 
opposite  bank.  The  consequence  is  it  will  be 
very  difficult  to  define  the  boundary,  and  if  the 
local  bodies  have  to  clear  these  river-beds 
these  boundaries  will  have  to  be  surveyed 
afresh  so  as  to  know  how  far  the  rightfal 
owner  will  have  to  clear  it,  and  how  far  the 
local  body.  However,  that  is  a  matter,  no 
doubt,  which  can  be  got  over.  On  the  whole^ 
I  think  this  Bill  is  fairly  suitable,  under  the 
circumstances.  We  have  got  rid  of  some  ob- 
noxious clauses— namely,  clause  6  in  the  Bill 
of  1894,  which  made  every  owner  give  notice  to 
the  local  body  that  he  had  so  many  chains  of 
infested  land,  and  so  many  chains  of  gorse 
fences  that  needed  cutting.  I  think.  Sir,  tbe 
Bill  will  work  fairly  well  now,  and  I  trust  it 
will  go  through  Committee  pretty  well  as  it  is. 
I  may  tell  the  House  that  the  Agricultural) 
Pastoral,  and  Stock  Committee  have  threshed 
this  matter  out  pretty  well;  and,  as  I  said 
before,  I  am  astonished  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  did  not  give  us  on  that 
Committee  his  recipe  for  eradicating  the  Gali* 
fomian  thistle,  so  that  we  could  bring  it  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  (Marsden).— Sir,  judg- 
ing by  some  of  the  speeches  we  have  heard  to- 
night, it  is  quite  evident  that  the  people  of 
Canterbury  are  desirous  of  having  this  Noxioaa 
Weeds  BiU  passed.  Well,  Sir,  I  hope  in  Com- 
mittee there  will  be  no  objection  to  confine  the 
operations  of  the  Bill  to  that  district,  because  it 
is  quite  evident  they  do  not  want  it  on  the 
West  Coast.  If  they  got  it  there  the  only  in- 
dustry of  the  district  would  be  destroyed— tbe 
production  of  blackberries.  It  is  quite  evident 
the  West  Coast  people  do  not  want  the  Bill, 
and  if  the  Canterbury  people  want  it  I  do  not 
see  that  there  is  any  reason  why  they  should 
not  have  it.  However,  so  far  as  the  North 
Island  is  concerned,  I  hope  if  the  Bill  passes  it 
will  be  permissive  so  far  as  the  counties  are 
concerned.  I  would  not  give  any  power  to  Road 
Boards,  but  I  hope  the  Bill  will  be  permissivei. 
and  that  each  County  Council  will  be  allowed 
to  say,  if  the  Act  passes,  whether  they  will 
bring  it  into  operation  or  not.  And  another 
thing  I  would  like  to  see,  when  the  Bill  is 
in  Committee,  is  that  every  reference  to  the- 
Governor  in  Council  be  struck  out  of  the  BilL 
If  there  is  one  thing  the  country  settlers  now 
dread  it  is  the  very  name  of  **  Governor  in  Coan> 
oil.'*    There  are  no  other  words  in  the  English 
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4A0gaage  which  are  more  dreaded,  exoept  Go- 
vernment Inspectors.  Government  Inspectors 
4Uid  Governor  in  Coancil  are  the  two  terms 
mow  dreaded  by  country  settlers  from  one  end 
of  the  colony  to  the  other.  However,  this  Bill 
is  certainly  an  honest  endeavour  on  the  part  of 
the  Minister  to  meet  this  growing  evil —because 
we  all  admit  it  is  a  growing  evil ;  and  some 
steps  should  be  taken  to  check  the  evil  if  it  is 
'possible  to  do  so.  I  am  not  sure  but  that  we 
are  attempting  too  much  in  this  Bill.  Now, 
for  instance,  take  the  question  of  gorse- 
growing :  now,  in  many  districts  —  in  the 
poorer  districts  of  the  North — the  people  are 
beginning  to  find  out  that  gorse  is  a  very  good 
thing  to  grow  for  sheep-feed. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— That  is  provided  for  in  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Yes;  but  then  it  will 
have  to  depend  very  much  on  the  local  body, 
because  they  have  power  to  make  a  landowner 
•clear  away  a  certain  width  of  gorse  from  his 
•boundary  fence  every  year,  until  the  whole  of 
his  land  is  cleared.  Of  course,  we  know  that 
gorse  Is  very  good  feed,  but  as  to  blackberries, 
there  is  no  power  on  earth  can  destroy  black- 
berries. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  yes,  there  is. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Well,  I  have  been  try- 
ing  to  do  so,  and  I  say,  there  is  not.  I  venture 
to  say  the  Minister  of  Lands,  with  all  the  In- 
epectors  he  has  behind  him,  will  not  destroy 
blackberries. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeu.— Oh,  yes,  you  can. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Well,  I  hope  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  give  us  the  benefit 
of  his  experience.  I  know  I  have  tried  it,  and 
I  have  not  got  many  of  them— only  a  few  small 
patches — and  I  have  been  trying  for  the  last 
twenty  years  to  kill  them  out,  and  I  have  not 
yet  succeeded.  The  only  thing  I  have  been 
able  to  do  is  to  mow  them  two  or  three  times 
a  year  and  prevent  them  seeding;  but  as  for 
eradicating  them,  I  have  never  met  anybody 
yet  who  could  do  so,  except  in  agricultural 
land,  which  you  plough  up  every  year,  by  which 
means  you  prevent  them  growing ;  but  in  pas- 
toral land  that  you  cannot  plough  or  cultivate 
i  say  it  is  impossible  to  eradicate  them.  When 
this  Bill  goes  into  Committee  I  hope  the  Minis- 
ter will  agree  to  cut  out  everything  that  is 
objectionable  in  it.  I  can  assure  him  I 
wish  the  Bill  to  go  through  in  a  modified 
form,  because  I  believe  some  sort  of  Noxious 
Weeds  Bill  is  required;  but  if  we  attempt 
to  make  it  too  stringent  there  is  not  much 
chance  of  its  getting  through.  I  think  we 
should  begin  in  a  very  small  way,  so  as  to 
^et  the  local  bodies  accustomed  to  dealing  with 
this  question,  by  making  it  permissive.  Let  the 
whole  responsibility  be  thrown  on  the  local 
bodies  to  commence  with,  and  if  we  find  after- 
wards the  local  bodies  will  not  exercise  the 
functions  we  impose  upon  them,  then  we  can 
afterwards  deal  with  it  in  another  Bill.  As  to 
the  question  which  has  been  raised  to-night 
about  the  right  of  a  local  body  to  compel  land- 
owners to  clear  the  road  opposite  their  pro- 
Arties,  it  is  all  very  good  if  the  owner  of  the 


land  has  been  responsible  for  putting  the  gorse 
there.  I  say,  in  that  case  it  is  only  right  that 
the  owner  of  the  land  should  be  compelled  to 
clear  it;  but  I  have  known  many  instances 
where  miles  of  road  have  been  metalled  with 
shingle  that  has  been  full  of  gorse- seed,  and  a 
short  time  after  the  shingle  was  put  on  the 
roads  there  was  a  splendid  crop  of  young  gorse 
growing  on  them.  Now,  I  ask,  would  it  be 
right  to  call  upon  the  owners  of  land  abut- 
ting on  such  a  road  to  clear  that  gorse  off 
at  their  own  expense  ?  I  say  No,  certainly 
not.  In  cases  of  that  kind,  where  the  local 
bodies  are  responsible  for  the  gorse  being  on 
the  road,  the  local  bodies  should  be  responsible 
for  taking  it  away,  and  the  adjoining  owner  of 
land  should  not  be  called  upon  to  clear  the 
road  except  where  the  gorse  has  spread  from 
his  fences.  Then,  again,  as  to  this  question  of 
clearing  away  gorse  and  briars  from  boundary 
fences,  I  should  say  that  if  a  chain  wide  on 
each  side  of  the  fence  were  kept  clear  that 
would  be  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  As  to 
blackberries,  as  I  liave  said,  with  the  excep- 
tion I  have  mentioned,  I  have  never  known 
anybody  who  could  eradicate  them,  and  it  is 
no  use  imposing  conditions  on  settlers  that 
they  cannot  carry  out.  When  the  Bill  is  in 
Committee  I  can  assure  the  Minister  I  will,  as 
far  as  I  can,  assist  him  to  put  this  Bill  through 
in  a  modified  form  in  the  direction  which  I 
have  already  indicated. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rWairarapa).— I  desire, 
Sir,  to  reply  by  way  of  personal  explanation 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  challenged 
me  to  show  that  I  had  been  able  to  eradicate 
blackberries.  I  had  several  chains  of  black- 
berries along  a  line  of  fence,  and  they  towered 
three  parts  of  the  way  as  high  as  the  electric 
lights  overhead.  I  had  them  cut,  burnt, 
grubbed  up,  and  ploughed,  and  they  have 
never  been  any  trouble  since.  Similarly  with 
the  Californian  thistle,  a  plant  which  we  have 
again  and  again  been  told  was  impossible  to 
eradicate.  To  my  great  disgust,  I  found  about 
a  dozen  patches  of  this  thistle  on  my  property, 
but  on  thinking  the  matter  out  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that,  in  the  same  way  as  a  man  is 
drowned  if  his  head  is  kept  under  water,  so  it 
would  happen  with  the  Californian  thistle,  if 
prevented  oy  frequent  and  persistent  cutting 
2  in.  or  8  in.  under  the  surface  from  putting  any 
leaves  above  the  surface.  I  therefore  detailed 
a  thoroughly  reliable  man  to  visit  these  patches 
regularly  on  a  given  day  in  each  week  to  deal 
with  the  thistles  as  I  have  mentioned,  with  the 
result  that  in  one  season  the  whole  question 
was  practically  settled.  The  experience  I  have 
detailed  shows  that  where  the  area  is  not 
excessive  there  is  no  insuperable  difficulty  in 
killing  out  these  weeds. 

An  Hon.  MsuBBB. — Did  you  cut  them  with 
a  scythe  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— With  an  ordinary  hoe. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley).— Sir,  I  join  with 
other  honourable  members  in  complimenting 
the  Minister  of  Lands  on  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House  for  second  reading.  I  think  it  is  an 
honest  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
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to  deal  with  a  very  difficult  question  ;  and, 
looking  through  the  various  clauses  contained 
in  the  Bill,  I  regard  the  Bill  on  the  whole  as  an 
efficient  and  cheap  legislative  piece  of  ma- 
chinery to  deal  with  a  question  that  has  hitherto, 
apparently,  not  been  solvi^d.  One  of  the  most 
important  features  of  the  Bill  is  clause  3,  where 
it  leaves  the  carrying-out  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  absolutely  and  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  local  bodies.  I  contend  that  the  men  who 
sent  us  to  Parliament  are  perfectly  competent 
to  carry  out  an  Act  of  this  description ;  and,  as 
to  the  expense  of  carrying  out  the  machinery  of 
this  Bill,  that  would  be  small  in  the  hands  of 
the  local  bodies.  Clause  3  refers  to  Inspectors. 
Who  will  be  the  Inspectors  under  clause  3  ?  The 
clerk  or  surveyor  to  the  Road  Board,  or  each 
member  of  the  Road  Board  or  County  Council, 
as  the  case  may  be.  Each  member,  represent- 
ing different  portions  of  a  county,  will  take  an 
interest  in  the  eradicating  of  the  noxious  plants 
mentioned  in  this  Bill  that  exist  in  his  par- 
ticular part  of  the  county,  and  the  consequence 
will  be  that  if  the  local  bodies  are  desirous  of 
eradicating  noxious  weeds  in  the  various  lo- 
calities it  will  not  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to 
do.  There  is  contained  in  the  Bill  not  only 
the  proposal  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
noxious  weeds  on  private  lands,  but  also  upon 
Crown  and  Native  lands,  so  that  the  scope  of 
the  Bill  is  ample,  X  think,  to  meet  every 
requirement.  I  may  say  I  visited  the  Pro- 
vincial District  of  Taranaki  some  four  or 
five  years  ago,  and  I  could  not  help  noticing 
how  extensively  gorse  had  taken  possession 
of  the  whole  country  north  of  Kew  Plymouth 
g  QQ  as  far  as  Waitara.  The  abandoned 
Native  cultivations  have  been  taken 
possession  of  by  gorse,  which,  if  allowed  to 
grow  unmolested,  will  spread  in  all  directions, 
and  I  consider  the  local  bodies  in  the  North 
Island  will  have  special  difficulties  to  contend 
with  in  dealing  with  the  question  of  noxious 
weeds  on  Native  lands.  Then  the  question  of 
river-beds  has  been  referred  to.  In  my  opinion, 
BO  long  as  the  river-beds  of  the  colony  are 
administered  by  the  Land  Boards  no  effectual 
scheme  for  the  eradication  of  noxious  plants 
will  be  effectual,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
Land  Boards  have  so  much  to  do,  and  the 
Rangers  under  their  control  have  so  much  to 
attend  to  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act, 
and  with  Crown  lands  generally,  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  they  could  exercise  that  careful 
supervision  necessary  for  the  eradication  of 
gorse  from  the  river-beds.  At  present  portions  of 
the  river-beds  are  let  for  grazing  purposes,  and 
the  revenue  goes  into  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
Now,  if  the  river-beds  were  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  local  bodies,  where  tbese  river-beds  are  of 
lettable  value,  the  revenue  from  them  should 
be  spent  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  cost 
of  eradicating  the  noxious  plants  from  any 
other  portions  of  the  river-beds.  In  that  way 
the  local  bodies  need  not  be  called  upon  to 
contribute  anything  from  local  rates  towards 
the  eradication  of  noxious  plants  in  the  river- 
beds. To  my  mind  that  would  be  the  most 
effectual  plan  of  dealing  with  noxious  plants  in 
Mr.  Mtredith 


river-beds;  but  so  long  as  the  river-beds  are 
controlled  as  they  are  at  present,  and  noziona 
plants  allowed  to  grow,  it  will  be  a  menaoe  to 
all  cultivation  as  carried  on  by  careful  farmeis, 
as  the  rivers  in  most  parts  of  the  colony  are 
subject  to  floods,  and  when  the^  overflow  Icuids 
they  deposit  the  seeds  of  noxious  plants  and 
create  a  hardship  in  the  way  of  careful  culti- 
vators. I  do  not  think  there  is  any  good 
farmer  in  the  House  or  out  of  it  who  will  object 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  I  have  no  doubt. 
when  it  goes  into  Committee,  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  House  is  brought  to  bear  upon  it, 
it  will  ,be  altered  and  amended  so  as  to  make  it. 
generally  acceptable.  There  is  one  point  I 
should  like  to  impress  upon  the  House  and 
upon  the  Minister  in  charge,  and  it  is  this: 
that  it  must  not  be  left  to  the  option  of  the  local 
bodies  to  bring  the  Act  into  operation  or  not 
at  their  sweet  will  in  any  particular  district. 
The  Act  must  be  in  operation  from  the  North 
Cape  to  the  Bluff  if  it  is  to  be  effective.  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever  that  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  administering  the  Bill  by  local  bodies ;. 
but,  if  a  local  body  is  neglectful  in  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  it  is  only  right  that 
clause  16  should  be  brought  into  operation,, 
which  provides  for  the  Minister  to  take  the 
matter  m  hand  ;  but  there  is  little  probability 
that  that  will  ever  be  required.  Altogether,  I 
think  the  Bill  has  met  with  very  fair  reception 
at  the  hands  of  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  (Auckland  City).— This- 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  Sir,  seems  to  get  more 
weedy  as  we  get  better  to  understand  it.  At 
half-past  seven,  from  the  expressions  of  opinion » 
one  would  have  thought  that  the  second  read- 
ing would  be  through  long  before  now.  We 
have  had  reference  to  clause  3  and  to  other 
clauses,  and  there  are  two  clauses  that  I  think 
are  going  to  destroy  our  surpluses.  Clause  14 
says,-^ 

'*  All  lands  being  public  reserves,  not  yeated 
in  any  trustees  or  local  authoritv,  and  all  un- 
occupied Crown  lands,  shall  be  cleared  by  and 
under  the  authority  of  the  Government;  but 
the  Minister  may  call  upon  the  local  authority 
in  whose  district  the  lands  are  situate  to  per- 
form the  work,  and  be  refunded  the  actual  oost 
thereof  as  the  work  progresses  out  of  any 
moneys  appropriated  from  time  to  time  by- 
Parliament  for  the  purpose." 

That,  Sir,  seems  to  me  to  settle  for  all  time 
the  necessity  we  have  known  hitherto  of  find- 
ing work  for  our  unemployed.  If  that  clause  is 
carried  we  shall  have  no  more  unemployed;, 
for  to  carry  that  out  alone  would  find  work  for 
an  immense  number  of  men  in  almost  every 
district  in  the  colony.    Then,  clause  12  says, — 

**  In  the  case  of  Native  land  the  title  to  which 
has  not  been  individualised,  the  local  authority 
of  the  district  wherein  any  such  land  is  situate 
shall  clear  the  same  ;  and  the  oost  shall  be  re- 
funded to  the  local  authority  by  the  Minister  of 
Native  Affairs  out  of  any  moneys  available  for 
Native  purposes." 

Well,  Sir,  what  does  that  mean  ?  We  know 
that  nearly  throughout  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
tricts where   there  are  Native  reserves  those. 
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reserves  are  masses  of  weeds.  I  was  in  the 
Thames  district  a  few  weeks  ago  at  Hikntaia. 
I  saw  a  Native  in  that  district  shoot  a  phea« 
sant.  The  pheasant  dropped  in  amongst  the 
Bweatbriar,  and  the  sweetbriar  in  that  field 
was  so  thick  that  he  could  not  get  through  it 
to  get  his  bird.  What  would  it  cost  to  clear 
fifty  or  sixty  acres  of  that  sort  of  land  ?  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  was  an  old  mission  sta- 
tion or  not,  but  it  was  growing  something 
like  that  described  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa ;  it  was  growing  very  high, 
and  as  thick  as  it  could  possibly  grow.  This 
Bill,  of  course,  is  a  necessity,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House.  Being 
a  city  member,  I  suppose  it  will  be  said  that  it 
will  not  interest  me  very  much ;  but  still  we 
have  roads  and  the  sides  of  roads  that  are 
covered  with  gorse  or  with  other  weeds  that 
we  would  gladly  see  cleared,  and  I  presume 
this  Bill  will  help  us  to  get  that  work  done 
at  much  less  cost  than  the  administration 
of  the  two  clauses  I  have  quoted.  I  am  begin- 
ning to  think  now,  that  before  the  Bill  gels 
through,  from  what  we  have  heard,  almost 
every  clause  of  it  will  be  subject  to  some 
alteration,  and  therefore  I  believe  it  is  going 
to  have  a  very  noxious  time  before  we  have 
done  with  it. 

Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata).— Sir,  I  quite  agree 
with  the  compliments  that  have  been  paid  to 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands,  for  there  is  no 
doubt  that  he  is  sincere  and  earnest  in  his 
efforts  to  meet  a  case  of  extreme  difficulty,  and 
so  far  as  his  experience  goes  it  may  be  passable 
enough.  But,  Sir,  speckking  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  large  districts  north  of  Auckland,  I  must 
say  I  view  this  Bill  with  very  great  apprehen- 
sion. I  am  very  sorry  I  have  to  confess  that  I 
know  districts  upon  which  the  blackberry  has 
got  such  a  hold  upon  Native  lands,  Grown  lands, 
and  reserves  that  I  am  sure  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  if  he  were  to  start  with  half  a  million 
of  money  at  his  command  for  the  purpose  of 
clearing  those  lands,  would  have  before  him  a 
difficult  task  in  complying  with  the  provisions 
of  the  BUI.  I  am  quite  ready  to  admit,  as  we 
can  well  understand,  that  in  a^cultural  land 
where  they  can  get  the  plough  m  to  eradicate 
their  weeds,  ana  where  cropping  is  done  on  a 
large  scale,  this  Bill  will  be  exactly  suited  to 
their  requirements.  But  in  districts  such  as 
I  have  mentioned,  where  the  land  is  hilly  and 
ooveted  with  stumps  and  bush,  and  where  there 
are  gullies  where  no  plough  is  taken,  and 
where  nothing  but  the  handwork  of  the  indi- 
▼idosJ  labourer  can  cope  vnth  the  task,  I  feel 
tore  that  this  measure  should  for  such  districts 
be  made  permissible.  I  should  like,  too,  to 
have  a  clause  in  it  something  like  this :  that 
each  local  body  should  have  power  to  enforce 
only  such  portion  of  the  schedule  as  may  suit 
ita  purposes.  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  the 
qneation  is  a  serious  one,  and  I  myself  have  felt 
alarm  over  the  vast  spread  of  the  blackberry, 
which  to  my  mind  is  far  worse  than  sweet- 
briar.  With  regard  to  the  gorse,  with  your 
permission,  Sir,  I  will  read  an  extract  from  a 
note  sent  to  me  by  a  gentleman  living  in  the 


North  of  Auckland,  whose  experience  with  gorse 
is  worth  recording.  The  letter  was  written  be- 
fore the  reference  to  gorse  was  struck  out  in  the 
Bill.     He  writes,— 

'*  Gorse  must  not  be  included ;  it  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  forage-plants  that  we  have,  and 
in  years  to  come,  when  farmers  have  more 
sense  and  are  less  tied  by  traditions  of  the  past, 
furze  will  take  its  proper  place,  and,  instead  of 
a  man  spending  a  large  sum  every  few  years  in 
renewing  his  grass  paddocks  and  then  being 
able  to  keep  one  sheep  per  acre,  he  vdll  have 
permanent  gorse  pasturage,  and  carry  five 
sheep  to  the  acre.  I  speak  from  personal 
experience  and  with  twenty-five  years  of  sheep 
work  to  guide  me." 

And  speaking  of  the  legislative  interference 
with  agriculturists  he  says, — 

«  My  people  have  been  farmers  for  genera- 
tions, and  I  never  heard  of  any  attempt  being 
made  by  the  English  Government  to  teach 
them  how  to  farm  and  to  dictate  to  them  how 
they  should  employ  their  capital.  I  brought 
my  money  to  this  country  expecting  after  I 
had  bought  a  piece  of  land  to  be  free  to  culti- 
vate it  in  my  own  fashion  as  all  my  forefathers 
had  done  in  England,  but  now  it  appears  such 
is  not  the  case,  and  every  session  I  live  in 
daily  dread  of  what  may  next  be  passed  by  the 
House  in  Wellington.*' 

That  gentleman,  of  course,  is  only  speaking 
with  reference  to  the  necessities  of  his  own 
district,  where  his  land  is  hilly  and  rugged, 
and  where,  if  he  was  compelled  to  eradicate 
the  gorse  or  summarily  to  eradicate  the  black- 
berry, it  would  mean  ruin  to  him  and  he  would 
have  to  desert  his  holding.  I  know  a  good 
many  similar  holdings,  and  therefore,  when 
the  Bill  is  in  Committee,  I  shall  endeavour 
to  have  amendments  introduced  which  will 
enable  a  local  body  to  select  that  portion  of 
the  schedule  that  they  think  they  can  control, 
and  which  will  provide  that  the  Act  shall  be 
entirely  permissive  in  its  application  to  such 
districts. 

Mr.  TANNER  (Avon).— Sir,  we  could  pro- 
bably deal  with  the  whole  question  contained 
in  this  Bill  if  we  had  a  very  wise  despot  in 
control  of  the  colony,  but  he  would  have  to  be 
much  wiser  than  the  Minister  of  Lands  and 
much  more  despotic  than  the  Premier.  If  all- 
powerful,  and  backed  by  enormous  monetary 
resources,  he  might  carry  out  some  of  the 
objects  that  are  sought  to  be  attained ;  but  to 
carry  out  in  their  entirety  the  objects  of  the 
measure  the  whole  of  the  funds  of  the  colony 
might  easily  be  spent.  The  Bill  bristles  with 
difficulties  —  application,  administration,  ex- 
pense, all  are  disputed  points;  but  the  ques- 
tion is  one  that  we  shall  have  to  face,  and  the 
proposals  now  being  made  all  over  the  House 
to  strike  out  this  and  that  objectionable  feature 
will,  if  given  effect  to,  leave  absolutely  nothing 
in  the  measure.  As  to  the  proposal ,  which  seems 
to  meet  with  a  considerable  amount  of  favour, 
that  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  should  be  made  permissive,  and  that  it 
should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  local  authorl- 
I  ties  to  administer,  I  totally  disagree  with  it. 
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What  has  the  experience  of  this  Hoase  been  in 
the  past  with  regard  to  permissive  legislation 
on  similar  subjects?  I  have  before  me  **The 
Oodlin-moth  Act,  1884/'  which  was  permissive. 
Any  local  authority  could  put  its  provisions 
into  force  if  it  chose,  on  receipt  of  a  requisi- 
tion signed  by  about  five  proprietors  that  they 
wished  it  carried  into  effect.  The  local  au- 
thority had  power  to  levy  money  locally  to  carry 
out  the  objects  aimed  at.  As  far  as  I  know, 
however,  during  the  whole  of  the  twelve  years 
that  that  Act  was  on  the  statute-book  not  a 
single  local  authority  put  its  provisions  into 
force,  and  during  those  twelve  years  the  con- 
tinued spread  of  the  codlin-moth  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland  placed  tbe  promising  fruit 
industry  of  that  province  beyond  redemption. 
The  Act  remained  on  the  statute-book  till 
1896,  when  it  was  repealed,  and  it  forms  a 
sample  of  permissive  legislation  left  in  the 
hands  of  local  bodies.  One  honourable  gentle- 
man was  good  enough  to  tell  us  that  the  clerk 
or  the  surveyor  of  a  local  body  would  be  an  ex- 
cellent man  to  point  out  where  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  should  be  enforced.  As  far  as  I 
know,  the  clerks  and  surveyors  of  local  bodies 
as  a  rule  *'  run  the  show."  Far  more  deference 
is  paid  to  them,  generally  speaking,  than  to  the 
Ohairman,  and  the  reason  is  easily  found — that 
the  members  are  continually  gaining  and  losing 
their  seats  on  local  bodies,  while  the  position 
of  clerk  is  more  permanent,  and  his  knowledge 
of  the  district  is  considerable.  As  his  salary  is 
a  fixed  one,  it  is  not  likely  that  he  is  going  to 
accept  duties  thrust  on  him  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment without  some  additional  remuneration, 
especially  as  many  are  insufficiently  paid  at 
the  present  time.  The  evils  which  this  Bill 
proposes  to  deal  with  are  of  a  widespread  cha- 
racter, but  many  of  them  are  local.  The  noxious 
weed  that  is  in  one  district  a  nuisance  and  a 
pest,  is  in  another  district  held  to  be  a  help 
to  cultivation.  That  can  be  seen  by  the  way 
in  which  various  members  complain  of  the 
prevalence  of  gorse  in  Canterbury  as  a 
hindrance,  and  others  regard  the  existence  of 
gorse  in  the  northern  part  of  Auckland  as  an 
advantage,  an  opinion  not  shared  by  the 
settlers  of  Taranaki.  There  is  the  west  coast 
of  the  South  Island  swarming  with  wild  black- 
berry, and  the  Calif omian  thistle  disseminated 
widely  over  Otago;  it  is  not  so  prevalent  in 
Canterbury  as  it  is  in  Otago.  The  most 
strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  by  some  of 
the  Otago  members  for  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years  to  induce  the  House  to  cope  seriously 
with  this  pest,  but  in  vain,  and  it  is  now 
spreading  into  Canterbury,  being  actually 
established  in  certain  districts.  In  my  own 
district,  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  one  of  my 
constituents  pointed  out  that  it  was  known 
to  exist  on  a  small  farm  of  rich  land. 
In  this  case  the  owner  had  been  selling  the 
whole  of  the  straw  of  his  crop  to  some  stable 
p^prietors,  the  straw,  of  course,  carrying  the 
seed  of  the  thistle,  and  the  stable  proprietors 
were  allowing  any  persons  who  choose  to  re- 
move the  manure.  These  persons  were  quite 
ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  manure  carried 
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with  it  fragments  and  probably  seed  of  the 
Californian  thistle.  No  better  plan  oooid  be 
devised  for  disseminating  the  thistle  all  over  the 
district,  and  I  think  it  will  not  be  long  before 
complaints  are  general  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Christchurch  of  such  unfortunate  praotioee, 
which,  if  continued,  would  defeat  the  beet  pre- 
ventive measures.  I  am  totally  opijoBed  to  the 
Bill  being  intrusted  to  the  administration  of 
the  local  bodies,  and  I  am  more  than  opposed 
to  the  Treasury  subsidising  local  bodies  or  pro- 
viding funds  in  order  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
We  may  get  rid  of  half  the  revenue  of  the 
colony  if  the  local  bodies  are  to  be  allowed  to 
spend  at  their  own  sweet  will.  We  are  told  that 
it  is  unfair  to  charge  the  expense  to  the  local 
bodies;  to  which  the  answer  is  in  another 
question  :  Is  it  fair  that  every  class  in  the  nom- 
munity  should  be  burdened  with  the  ex- 
pense of  clearing  a  property  which  has  be- 
come foul  through  the  neglect  of  the  owner? 
The  expense  locally  will,  in  my  opinion,  have  to 
be  locally  borne.  I  have  one  regret  in  regard  to 
the  Bill,  but  it  is  a  regret  which  is  shared  with 
many  other  honourable  ^members,  and  it  is  one 
which  I  scarcely  like  to  express.  We  are  all 
anxious  for  something  in  the  way  of  legislation, 
but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Hon.  the  Minister, 
in  attempting ^to  pass  this  Bill,  is  attempting,  ae 
usual,  far  too  much  at  once.  If  during  a  seriea 
of  years  he  had  endeavoured  to  frame  a  Bill 
dealing  with  one  special  pest  at  a  time  he 
might  have  been  part  of  the  way  to  the  attain- 
ment of  his  object  before  now,  but  I  am  not  at 
all  prepared  to  say  that  the  House  will  be 
justified  in  passing  a  measure  which  is  of  each 
a  sweeping  character.  A  number  of  the  noxious 
weeds  which  are  mentioned  in  the  First  Schedule 
would  have  been  quite  sufficient  for  the  ener- 
gies of  the  department  to  cope  with  for  eome 
years.  The  longer  we  delay  any  attempt  to 
meet  the  difficulty  the  greater  it  will  beoome, 
until  in  the  end  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to 
cope  with  some  of  the  evils  which  are  yearly 
endangering  every  part  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti).— Sir,  I  think 
this  Bill  may  beoome  a  very  useful  measoie. 
It  is  a  very  familiar  one  to  me.  I  remember 
many  years  ago  reading  of  the  attempts  that 
had  been  made  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  nature 
and  to  place  it  on  the  statute-book.  The 
attempts  that  Mr.  Tom  Mackenzie  made  to  get 
the  Californian  Thistle  Bill  through  the  House 
resulted  in  his  being  called  after  the  Bill,  to 
distinguish  him  from  the  other  McKenzies  who 
happened  to  be  in  this  House.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Crowther), 
in  his  remarks,  showed  more  clearly  than  any 
one  else  the  great  necessity  of  a  Bill  of  this 
nature  when  he  described  the  state  in  which 
he  had  discovered  certain  lands  in  his  locality, 
and  if  we  have  land  infested  with  noxious 
weeds  such  as  he  describeSi  certainly  there 
is  a  great  necessity  for  doing  something  to 
put  those  lands  in  a  condition  in  which 
they  can  be  utilised.  It  is  only  little  by  little 
that  we  can  hope  to  eradicate  these  weeds  and 
use  our  land  to  the  best  of  its  capabilities. 
We  all  remember  what  a  difficulty  there  was  a 
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-few  yean  ago  in  regard  to  soab  in  sheep,  and 
it  wae  only  by  continually  fighting  this  pest 
-that  ultimately  the  flooks  of  the  colony  were 
got  free  from  the  peet ;  and  if  we  follow  up  the 
weed  pest,  and  apply  the  same  persistence  in 
.legard  to  noxious  weeds,  the  nuisance  will  also 
be  ultimately  removed.  There  is  one  thing 
which,  if  we  carry  out,  will  prove  as  efficacious 
4M  the  proposals  in  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  in  doing  away  with  the  noxious  weeds 
and  in  cleaning  our  lands,  and  that  is  to 
train  up  our  farmers  to  cultivate  their  land 
in  a  proper  and  more  scientific  manner. 
The  farmer  who  knows  his  business  knows 
perfectly  well  that  if  he  wishes  to  make  the 
most  of  his  land  he  must  keep  it  free  from 
weeds.  The  question  of  using  seeds  is  a  very 
important  one,  as  no  matter  how  careful  a 
man  may  be  of  his  land,  no  matter  how  he 
farms  his  property  and  keeps  down  the  weeds, 
if  the  seed  is  not  pure  and  dean  he  will  not  be 
eucoesaful  in  his  operations.  The  Government 
recognised  long  ago  the  advantages  of  clean 
eeeds,  aod  encourages  it  by  carrying  seed  free 
to  the  various  establishments  in  town  where  it 
is  cleaned. 

Mr.  8YMES  (Egmont).— I  have  noticed,  from 
the  different  speeches  of  honourable  members, 
the  way  in  which  they  think  this  Bill  will 
affect  them.  It  has  been  clearly  demonstrated 
by  the  gentlemen  who  follow  agricultural  pur- 
fluito  that  noxious  weeds  or  seeds  will  affect 
them,  and  others  who  follow  pastoral  pursuits 
have  clearly  shown  by  their  speeches  that  it 
is  the  noxious  plants  that  intimately  concern 
them.  Some  honourable  members  have  men- 
tioned particularly  that  we  should  start  wilh 
one  or  two  noxious  weeds  at  a  time.  If  they 
will  turn  to  the  First  Schedule  they  will  find 
Chat  there  are  only  seven  noxious  weeds  or 
plants,  and  how  would  it  be  possible  to  indi- 
cate which  of  these  plants  we  should  start  on 
first,  because  while  we  were  eradicating  one 
another  would  be  spreading?  Therefore  the 
whole  thing,  to  my  mind  at  any  rate,  would 
be  quite  a  farce.  If  they  start  at  all  upon 
noxious  weeds  or  plants  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  should  be  eradicated  tbey 
must  start  on  the  whole  lot.  We  have  beard  a 
great  deal  about  the  Oidifomian  thistle,  which 
no  doubt,  from  what  I  can  learn,  is  very  bad 
in  the  South  Island.  It  is  not  so  bad  in  this 
Island ;  and  if  any  honourable  gentleman  will 
take  the  trouble  to  go  from  here  to  Waitara  by 
train  he  will  see  tbat  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
eary  to  start  in  that  part  of  the  country  upon 
gorse  and  blackberries  ;  therefore,  the  southern 
members  are  anxious  to  start  upon  the  Oali- 
fomian  thistle,  whilst  we  in  this  Island  want  to 
•tart  upon  gorse  and  blackberries,  and  there 
would  be  a  difference  as  to  which  plant  we 
ahonld  start  upon  first.  I  think,  myself,  that 
the  best  plan  is  to  take  the  Bill  and  the  schedule 
as  it  now  stands.  Take  the  whole  thing.  There 
is  nothing  to  my  mind  like  taking  the  bull  by 
the  horns,  and  the  only  way  to  do  that  is  to 
take  all  the  noxious  plants  mentioned  in  the 
First  Schedule.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa  pointed  out  to-night  that  he  believes 


that  this  thistle  was  imported  from  Canterbury 
in  seed  to  his  place.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  those  people  who  sell  the  seed 
should  be  compelled  to  clean  it  before  they 
sell  it.  It  should  be  our  duty  to  see  that  no 
unclean  seed  is  shipped  from  or  imported  into 
the  colony.  We  have  had  most  of  our  pro- 
ducts in  this  colony  completely  ruined  by 
the  fact  that  we  have  sent  quantities  of  them 
away  in  an  unclean  and  improper  condition, 
and  we  should  carefully  guard  against  any- 
thing of  that  sort  in  the  future.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Marsden  was  very  much 
averse  to  allowing  the  Governor  in  Council  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  this  matter,  or,  as  he 
says,  ''The  next  greatest  bugbear  after  the 
Governor  in  Council  is  the  Government  In- 
spector." He  said  that  the  colonists  or  settlers 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other 
looked  upon  the  Governor  in  Counoil  and  the 
Government  Inspector  as  a  perfect  nuisance. 

.QQ  That  honourable  gentleman  might 
*  speak  of  his  own  district,  and  speak 
for  himself.  It  may  be  so  there,  but  I  can 
assure  him  that  in  my  district  we  do  not  look 
on  the  Government  Inspector  as  a  bugbear, 
but  are  very  delighted  to  see  him,  even  if  he 
condemns  our  cattle ;  so  in  one  district,  at  any 
rate,  he  is  not  looked  on  as  a  buffbear.  The 
honourable  member  for  Ashley  thought  the 
Land  Boards  and  Rangers  had  so  much  work 
to  do  that  they  would  have  no  time  to  attend  to 
the  carrying-out  of  this  Act.  My  experience 
is  quite  the  contrary;  the  Land  Boards  and 
Bangers  have  so  little  to  do  that  they  do  not 
know  how  to  put  in  their  time.  A  great  deal 
has  been  said  as  to  the  absolute  impossibility 
of  keeping  down  any  of  these  weeds.  Has 
honourable  gentlemen  heard  of  Owen's  weed- 
destructor?  If  not,  I  assure  them  it  will  be 
quite  easy  to  keep  down  weeds  with  that,  and 
at  small  cost. 

An  Hon.  Member. — At  what  cost  ? 

Mr.  SYMES.— I  do  not  know,  but  it  is 
guaranteed  to  kill  weeds,  and  it  is  easy  enough 
to  kill  blackberries  with  it. 

Mr.  MONK.— At  £150  an  acre. 

Mr.  SYMES.— Nonsense.  In  the  river-beds 
the  blackberries,  as  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Buller  said,  could  be  prevented  from 
spreading  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  entirely,  by 
cutting  them  in  the  proper  season  when  in 
bloom.  To  make  the  Bill  permissive  would 
be  to  make  it  worthless.  We  have  had  too 
many  Bills  of  this  character — for  instance,  the 
Bating  on  Unimproved  Values  Bill  was  permis- 
sive, and  what  has  been  the  effect?  This 
would  be  precisely  the  same.  One  district 
would  adopt  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  and 
make  the  settlers  clean  their  lands,  while  the 
next  would  leave  theirs  alone,  and  the  people 
who  kept  their  lands  clean  would  be  simply 
wasting  their  money  and  time.  And  you  can- 
not have  a  better  Board  to  administer  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  than  the  local  authority.  It 
has  been  said  it  should  be  the  settlers.  Well, 
they  are  all  settlers  on  the  local  authority, 
and  they  are  elected  by  the  ratepayers.  The 
members  of  these  Boards  are  not  going  to  se« 
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tbeir  fellow-settlera  rained ;  they  have  a  oer- 
tain  power  under  this  Bill,  bat  they  will  not 
min  their  fellow-settlers  ;  they  will  only  see 
that  they  are  trying  to  eradicate  the  weeds. 
Objeotion  has  been  taken  to  elaase  4.  One 
honourable  gentleman  said  he  objected  to  the 
Governor  in  Oouncil,  and  when  in  Committee 
he  would  move  to  strike  oat  elaase  4.  I  do 
not  think  he  has  read  it ;  if  he  has  he  does  not 
understand  it,  because  in  clause  4  it  simply 
means  that  a  ship  may  come  out  to  New  Zea- 
land io  ballast,  and  may  have  its  whole  ballast 
chock-full  of  noxious  weeds  not  mentioned  in 
the  schedules,  and  throw  them  out  broadcast  on 
the  shore,  and  we  should  be  powerless  to  touch 
them,  or  to  do  anything  till  an  Act  was  passed. 
But  the  Governor  in  Oounoil  can  at  once  de- 
clare these  weeds  to  be  noxious,  and  have 
them  destroyed.  It  would  destroy  the  whole 
effect  of  the  Bill  if  clause  4  were  struck  out. 
The  honourable  member  for  Awarua  said  it 
would  be  right  for  the  surfaceman  to  clear 
the  gorse  and  ^eeds  alongside  the  road.  He 
thought  the  people  paid  the  rates,  and  that 
the  local  authority  should  do  something.  But 
who  finds  the  money  to  pay  the  surfaceman  ? 
Is  it  not  the  ratepayers ;  and  why  should  the 
ratepayer  who  keeps  his  fence  in  check  and 
sees  that  the  weeds  do  not  spread  pay  a  sur- 
faceman to  keep  the  weeds  in  check  from  a 
man's  fence  who  is  too  idle  to  keep  his  fence 
in  proper  order  ?  The  man  who  allows  these 
noxious  weeds  to  spread  should  be  compelled 
to  clear  them  away.  This  bogey  hela  out 
about  people  bringing  shingle  from  the  river 
and  spreading  it  on  the  road,  and  with  it 
spreading  gorse,  and  then  expecting  the  settlers 
opposite  to  eradicate  it,  is  all  moonshine.  If 
it  was  put  there  by  authority  of  the  local 
body  they  would  never  ask  the  man  opposite 
to  clear  away  the  gorse ;  it  would  never  be 
expected.  £k)me  honourable  members  must 
think  members  of  local  bodies  are  verv  unreason- 
able men,  and  do  not  understand  their  business, 
and  are  pub  on  the  Boards  to  harass  and  im- 
poverish their  fellow-settlers.  I  have  been  for 
many  years  connected  with  local  bodies,  and  I 
have  a  much  higher  opinion  of  them.  They  are 
not  men  of  that  sort,  and  the  whole  of  these 
matters  may  well  be  left  to  the  local  authority. 
I  am  surprised  to  hear  members  trying  to  drag 
the  Bill  to  pieces  again,  when  they  have  already 
tried  to  do  so  on  the  Local  Bills  Committee. 
I  am  quite  surprised  at  the  attitude  of  tfome 
honourable  members,  as  I  thought,  after  the 
criticisms  it  got  in  the  Joint  Committee,  it 
would  have  gone  through  with  little  or  no  oppo- 
sition. I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  support- 
ing the  committal  of  the  Bill,  and  in  Committee 
I  think  it  will  require  very  little,  if  any,  altera- 
tion or  amendment. 

Mr.  McLEAN  (Napier).— Several  honourable 
members  have  stooa  up  to  congratulate  the 
Minister  of  Lands  on  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill  and  thereupon  immediately  oppose  its  pass- 
age. I  shall  congratulate  the  Minister  of  Lands 
when  he  gets  it  into  Committee,  so  that  we 
may  get  along  with  it.  As  one  of  those  who 
happened  to  be  at  the  Agricultural  and  Pastoral 
Mr,  Symes 


Conference  in  Canterbury,  it  is  only  right  to 
say  that,  on  the  whole,  the  Bill  was  very  favour- 
ably received,  more  so  than  in  the  Hoose  to- 
night ;  and,  as  those  who  were  there  ware  for 
the  most  part  representatives  either  of  the 
agricultural  or  pastoral  industries,  they  had  &• 
good  knowledge  of  the  subject.  Something 
has  been  said  taking  exception  to  local  bodies 
having  the  control.  The  resolution  passed  at 
the  Conference  was  to  this  effect :  **  That 
the  Government  be  asked  to  introduce  a 
Noxioas  Weeds  Bill  dealing  particularly  with 
the  so-called  Califomian  thistle,  and  giving, 
full  power  to  all  local  bodies  to  enforce  the 
Act."  That  reeolution  was  carried  by  thai 
Conference,  and  I  think,  myself,  that  the  local 
bodies  should  be  armed  with  these  powers  a» 

auickly  as  possible  to  deal  with  this  evil.  At 
tie  present  time  there  is  practically  very  little 
being  done,  and  the  weeds  we  know  are  spread- 
ing. In  the  North  Island,  where  a  few  years 
ago  the  Califomian  thistle  was  hardly  known — 
at  least,  apart  from  the  settlers'  own  land — ^It 
is  spreading  now  upon  the  roads,  and  spreading 
throughout  the  different  districts,  through  the 
travelling  of  stock,  and  if  the  local  aathoritiea 
are  not  allowed  to  exercise  control  the  evil 
.will  become  a  very  much  greater  one  than  it 
is  at  the  present  time.  I  do  not  think  there  ia 
any  fear  of  anything  arbitrary  being  exercised 
by  the  local  bodies  amongst  themselves.  I 
fancy  that  the  Act  will  be  fairly  and  judiciously 
and  practically  administered  once  it  paases 
into  their  hands,  and  I  think  the  sooner  we  get 
into  Committee  with  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  the 
better. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  (Minister  of  Lands).— It 
is  not  my  intention.  Sir,  to  keep  the  House  for 
any  length  of  time  in  replying  to  the  speeches 
which  have  been  made  oy  honourable  mem- 
bers. It  is  quite  evident,  from  what  we  have 
just  heard,  that  there  is  a  considerable  differ- 
ence of  opinion  amongst  honourable  members 
as  to  the  utility  of  this  measure.  However,  I 
think  I  am  quite  safe  in  saying  that  the  House 
is  agreed  that  a  Bill  of  this  kind  is  neoesscucy ; 
and,  while  honourable  members  from  one  part 
of  the  colony  are  prepared  to  have  a  Bill  passed 
to  deal  with  one  sort  of  weed,  honourable 
members  from  another  part  of  the  colony,  who 
are  not  interested  Jin  that  class  of  weed,  want 
a  Bill  to  deal  with  a  different  sort  of  weed.  I 
do  not  see  why  the  whole  of  the  weeds  should 
not  be  placed  in  one  Bill,  instead  of  merely 
passing  one  weed  Bill  at  a  time.  I  think 
that  would  be  a  very  laborious  task  indeed. 
There  were  one  or  two  points  raised  in  con- 
nection with  the  Bill  which  I  think  honour- 
able members  have  not  thoroughly  under- 
stood. With  regard  to  the  Crown  lands  of  the 
colony  and  of  the  reserves,  there  will  be  no 
expense  oast  on  any  local  bodies.  The  Gk>vem* 
ment  will  have  to  find  the  means  for  those* 
I  stated,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  it  would  be  unfair  to  ask  the  looal  bodies 
to  clear  the  land  in  the  possession  of  the 
Crown.  Of  course,  it  would  be  expensive  to  do 
this ;  and  unless  the  Crown  were  prepared  to 
do  their  share  of  it  on  their  own  reserves  and 
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on  ihe  Grown  lands,  then  I  say  we  have  no 
right  to  aak  the  settlers  to  do  their  share ;  and 
in  order  to  do  any  good  at  all  in  connection 
with  the  putting-down  of  weeds  in  this  colony 
you  must  have  combined  action  both  by  the 
settlers  and  by  the  Government.  And,  Sir,  the 
local  bodies  will  only  be  called  upon  to  clear 
such  reserves  as  may  be  under  their  immediate 
Jurisdiction — such  as  gravel  reserves,  planta- 
tions, domains,  and  so  forth.  And,  if  the  Grown 
make  over  these  lands  to  the  local  bodies,  why 
should  they  not  be  called  upon  to  keep  them 
clean,  and  why  should  the  ratepayers'  money 
not  be  used  for  that  purpose  ?  So  that  if  the 
local  bodies  have  only  to  deal  with  such 
reserves  as  are  under  their  immediate  juris- 
diction I  think  no  great  hardship  will  be 
done  them.  Honourable  members  are  taking 
an  erroneous  view  of  the  expenditure  that  will 
fall  on  the  local  bodies  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  Some  honourable  gentlemen  have 
pointed  out  that  the  local  bodies  will  have 
to  employ  an  Inspector,  but  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten  they  employ  an  Inspector  at  the  present 
time  to  attend  to  the  roadworks,  and  for  a  few 
pounds  extra  in  his  salary  he  ^ould  see  that 
the  weeds  were  kept  down  and  that  the  law 
was  complied  with  in  this  respect.  Then,  to 
xntLke  the  Bill  permissive  would  simply  mean 
Uiat  there  would  be  no  use  in  going  any  further 
with  it,  because  we  know  very  well  shat  the 
local  bodies  would  not  put  it  into  force.  I 
have  a  large  amount  of  correspondence  at  the 
present  time  in  my  possession  from  settlers 
all  over  the  oolonv  asking  me  to  put  a  portion 
of  section  7  of  the  Small- birds  Nuisance  Act 
into  force.  This  House  passed  a  Bill,  which 
was  made  permissive,  to  enable  the  local 
bodies  to  keep  down  the  small- birds  nuisance, 
but  they  will  not  do  it,  and  the  destruction 
caused  by  the  small  birds  in  some  parts  of  the 
colony  is  enormous.  The  whole  of  the  crops 
are  eaten  up  by  them  in  some  places.  Where 
there  is  a  municipcJity  with  a  large  suburb 
where  a  great  number  of  trees  are  planted  the 
sparrows  may  be  found  there  breeding  by  the 
thousand.  Of  course,  there  are  no  crops  in  a 
municipality,  and  the  people  there  do  not 
care  how  these  birds  breed  and  where  they  get 
their  food  from.  Gonsequently,  they  do  no- 
thing, and  the  small  farmers  near  the  town 
are  almost  ruined  by  these  small  birds  eating 
tlieir  crops.  And  yet  when  the  local  bodies 
are  asked  to  put  the  Act  into  force  they  refuse 
to  do  so,  that  they  may  not  go  to  any  expense 
in  the  matter.  Kow,  this  Act  has  been  for 
■even  years  on  the  statute-book,  and  yet  in 
many  places  in  the  colony  it  has  never  been 
put  into  force  at  all,  and  the  result  of  that 
has  been  ruinous  to  many  of  the  settlers.  So 
I  am  quite  satisfied  if  we  made  this  Bill  per- 
missive it  would  be  a  dead-letter  in  many 
districts  of  the  country  throuffh  the  inaction  of 
the  local  bodies.  Then,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Awarua  said  that  we  ought  to  have 
made  provision  for  a  special  Board.  Now,  Sir, 
I  have  had  experience  of  a  s^ial  Board  in 
connection  with  the  rabbit  nuisance  in  Marl- 
borough,  and   I   have   found  that  the   very 


greatest  sinners  in  connection  with  the  breed- 
ing of  rabbits  were  the  members  of  that 
Board;  and,  if  the  Inspector  dared  to  go  to 
one  gentleman  and  tell  him  to  put  down  the 
rabbits,  he  was  afraid  to  insist  upon  this, 
simply  because  his  employer  was  tne  worst 
sinner  himself  in  the  matter.  We  took  the 
administration  out  of  the  hands  of  that  Board, 
and  it  Went  into  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
and  every  one  of  these  settlers  in  Marlborough 
will  now  admit  that  far  better  work  has  been 
done  under  the  supervision  of  the  General 
Government  than  was  done  by  these  self-con- 
stituted Boards.  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  asked  me  if  I  had 
knowledge  of  any  legislation  of  this  kind  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  Well,  I  have  not- 
been  able  to  find  any  legislation  of  this  kind 
which  has  been  passed  in  any  other  place, 
except,  I  believe,  a  Bill  which  was  passed  last 
session  in  the  Parliament  of  Victoria  with 
regard  to  seeds.  Now,  with  regard  to  clause  4^ 
honourable  members  have  found  fault  with 
the  power  given  there  to  the  Governor  in 
Council  to  declare  any  new  sort  of  weed  a 
weed  under  the  Bill.  Well,  I  think  the  ne- 
cessity for  that  has  been  fairly  pointed  out  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont.  We 
have  in  some  parts  of  the  colony,  especially 
in  the  North  Island,  ships  coming  there  in 
ballast  in  order  to  take  away  timber,  and  the 
metal  or  stones  or  gravel  they  bring  with  them 
is  reflbdily  bought  by  the  local  bodies  in  some 
places  for  the  purpose  of  metalling  or  gravel- 
ling the  roads,  and  by  these  means  the  very 
seeds  that  we  are  trying  to  keep  out  of  the 
country  are  brought  in  and  distriouted.  Sup- 
pose you  discover  that  you  are  not  able  to 
make  such  a  noxious  weed  before  legislation 
is  passed  for  the  purpose,  it  has  full  time  to 
spread  before  the  remedy  can  be  applied.  In 
order  to  meet  the  objection  of  honourable 
members  in  this  respect,  I  am  prepared  to 

Sut  an  amendment  in  one  clause  of  the 
iill  to  the  effect  that  such  a  weed  will 
only  be  declared  a  noxious  weed  when  so 
required  by  the  local  body,  so  that  the  local 
bodies  there  will  have  the  op^rtunity,  when 
they  know  of  its  existence  m  the  district, 
to  ask  the  Governor  in  Council  to  proclaim  it  a 
weed  under  the  Act.  That  ought  to  meet  the 
objection  of  honourable  members.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  existence  of  gorse  in  the  river- 
beds, I  venture  to  say  that  any  Canterbury 
settler  who  has  studied  this  question  of  the 
spread  of  gorse  in  the  Canterbury  rivers  from 
its  commencement  will  agree  with  me  that 
unless  the  gorse  is  cut  there  and  kept  down  in 
a  different  way  from  what  it  is  at  the  present 
time  the  river-beds  of  Canterbury  will  rise 
higher  than  the  laud  on  the  banks  on  both 
sides,  and  the  rivers  themselves  will  be  forced 
to  change  their  course,  and  be  the  means  of 
great  loss  to  a  large  number  of  settlers  on 
both  sides.  Anv  one  going  along  the  river- 
beds of  Canterbury  will  see  that  they  are 
rising  in  height,  and  the  same  thin^  exists  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony  —gorse  is  allowed  to 
grow  in  the  beds  of  the  river,  it  gets  filled  with 
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fltoneB  and  other  dibris,  and  the  river-bed  rises 
Aooordingly.  The  sooner  the  people  of  Oanter- 
bury  see  the  necessity  of  keeping  clear  these 
river-beds  and  allowing  the  water  a  free  coarse 
'  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  concerned.  Now  I 
eome  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  which  provides 
for  the  cleaning  of  seed.  I  think,  whatever 
the  House  may  do  with  reference  to  the  First 
Schedule — whether  they  adopt  it  or  not — they 
should  stick  to  the  seed  schedule.  There  can 
be  no  hardship  in  compelling  people  to  clean 
their  seed  properly,  and  sell  proper  seed  to 
the  farmers.  The  Minister  for  Railways  has 
made  a  regulation,  which  has  now  been 
gazetted,  providing  that  any  farmer  can  send 
his  seed  to  the  nearest  town  to  be  dressed,  and 
he  will  only  have  to  pay  the  railage  one  way. 
After  the  seed  has  been  cleaned  it  can  be  sent 
home  free  of  cost.  That  is  an  inducement 
to  farmers  to  get  their  seed  properly  cleaned. 
I  will  give  honourable  members  some  informa- 
tion which  I  have  here  with  reference  to  grass* 
seeds  which  may  be  of  some  value  to  them. 
During  last  year  the  Agricultural  Department 
bought  two  hundred  samples  of  seeds.  These 
seeds  were  obtained  from  different  firms  in  the 
colony.  They  were  purchased  by  a  gentleman 
for  the  department.  The  sellers  were  not  told 
for  whom  the  seeds  were  purchased.  No  one 
knew  that  he  was  purchasing  the  samples  for 
the  Agricultural  Department.  They  were  germi- 
nated by  the  department,  with  this  result :  that 
none  of  them  germinated  more  than  60  per 
cent. — the  highest  was  under  60  per  cent. — ^and 
some  of  them  were  as  low  down  as  20  per  cent. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  a  farmer,  when 
he  is  going  to  buy  seeds  from  a  seedsman,  and 
when  he  thinks  he  is  buying  sufficient  grass- 
seed  for  an  acre,  is  only  buying  sufficient  for 
half  an  acre. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  Are  those  locally 
grown  or  imported  seeds  ? 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— They  were  mostly  all 
i;rown  in  New  Zealand.  I  will  give  some  of 
the  results  :— 

Germioatioii  per  Gent. 
Cocksfoot  (14  samples)      . .  10  were  under  60 
Ryegrass  (15  samples        . .     6  ,  60 

Timothy  (10  samples)       . .     2  «  60 

Meadow  foxtail  (8  samples)     5  »  50 

Meadow  fescue  (10  samples)    4  «  50 

Orested  dogtail  (11  samples)    5  »  50 

And  I  could  give  many  others.  Some  of  them 
are  only  50  per  cent.  There  were  twenty- two 
samples  of  white- clover  purchased,  and  sixteen 
germinated.  Some  of  the  fescues  were  as  low 
AB  20  per  cent.  Honourable  members  will  thus 
see  the  necessity  there  is,  in  the  interests  of 
the  farmers  themselves,  so  far  as  seed  is  con- 
cerned, that  we  should  stick  to  that  portion  of 
the  Bill  at  any  rate,  and  make  it  compulsory 
that  before  any  person  sells  seeds  those  seeds 
shall  be  clean ;  and  if  such  person  does  not 
sell  them  as  clean  seed  he  should  tell  the  pur- 
chaser that  they  have  not  been  dressed ;  and  it 
would  then  be  for  the  purchaser  himself  to  see 
that  they  were  dressed  before  he  sows  the  seed. 
I  am  willing  to  make  an  amendment  in  sec- 
tion 4,  giving  power  to  local  bodies  to  say  what 
Mr,  J.  McKemie 


sort  of  weeds  are  to  be  added  to  the  Bill  hj 
Order  in  Council,  so  that  the  local  body  will 
have  to  call  upon  the  Governor  to  declare  such 
weeds  noxious  weeds  before  it  will  bo  done. 
As  to  local  bodies  themselves  having  the 
power  to  put  the  Act  into  force,  of  course  we 
can  force  them  to  do  so,  but  the  Minister  only 
comes  in  when  a  complaint  is  made  to  him, 
and  when  the  local  body  refuses  to  carry  out 
the  Act.  And  it  will  not  be  so  expensive  to 
the  local  bodies  as  some  honourable  members 
think.  They  will  only  have  to  pay  for  that 
portion  of  the  reserves  which  may  be  under 
their  own  jurisdiction,  and  which  have  been 
handed  over  to  them  by  the  colony  in  ninety- 
nine  cases  out  of  every  hundred  without  any 
cost  to  them.  Surely  it  is  right  that  they 
should  keep  those  reserves  clean.  I  hope  I 
have  now  said  sufficient.  I  have  no  doubt 
honourable  members  will  allow  the  Bill  to  go 
into  Committee,  and  we  will  do  the  best  we 
can  to  make  it  a  workable  measure  and  get  as 
far  ahead  as  we  possibly  can. 
Bill  committed. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2.  "In  this  Act,  if  not  inconsistent 
with  the  context, — 

"  *  Clear,'  and  all  references  thereto,  means 
cutting  down  and  keeping  cut  down  or 
grubbing  or  pulling  up  the  stem  or  root 
of  any  noxious  weed  so  as  to  prevent 
any  part  thereof  flowering : 

**  *  Inspector '  means  any  Inspector  appointed 
under  this  Act : 

*(  *  Local  authority  '  means  a  Borough  Coun- 
cil, Town  Board,  or  Road  Board  within 
the  limits  of  their  respective  jurisdio- 
tions,  and  in  all  outlying  districts  of 
counties  means  the  County  Council ; 
and  in  all  counties  where  *  The  Counties 
Act,  1886,'  is  not  in  operation,  and  in 
all  parts  of  the  colony  outside  of  any 
borough  or  county,  means  the  Minister : 

"  *  Minister '  means  the  Minister  for  Agrioul- 
ture  or  such  other  member  of  the  ISxe- 
cutive  Council  as  for  the  time  being  is 
acting  for  him : 

"  *  Occupier  *  means  every  person  in  occupa- 
tion of  land,  and  includes  the  owner  of 
any  land  which  is  unoccupied  or  whereof 
the  occupier  is  unknown  or  cannot  be 
found: 

" '  Noxious  weeds '  means  all  the  plants  men- 
tioned in  the  First  Schedule  hereto,  and 
any  others  which  the  Governor  in  Council 
from  time  to  time  declares  to  be  noxious 
weeds  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act : 

"  *  Noxious  seeds  *  means  the  seeds  or  spores 
of  the  plants  mentioned  in  the  Second 
Schedule  hereto,  and  of  any  other  plants 
which  the  Qovemor  in  Council  fronfc 
time  to  time  declares  to  be  plants  pro- 
dudng  noxious  seeds  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  Act : 

** '  This  Act '  includes  all  regulations  for  th» 
time  being  in  force  thereunder." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  add  the  following 
words  after  the  word  "flowering,"  in  the 'first 
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BoUard 

OarncroBB 

Oarson 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hemes 

Houston 

Hunter 


O'Meara 
Rollesfeon 
Russell 
Thompson,  R. 
Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tellers, 
Meredith 
Wright. 


rabsection :  **  and  in  the  case  of  the  Oanadian 
or  Galifomian  thistle  means  cutting  not  less 
than  two  inohes  below  the  surface  of  the 
ground." 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so 
added.'* 

Atxs,  82. 
Allen,  E.  G.       Lpwis  Smith 

Brown  McGuire  Stevens 

Oflbdman  MoKenzie,  J.     Steward 

OarroU  Mills  Symes 

Growther  Monk  Tanner 

Duncan  Montgomery      Taylor 

Hall-Jones         Morrison  Thompson,  T. 

Hogg  O'Regan  Wilson. 

Hutoheson,  J.    Pirani  Tellers, 

Kelly  Seddon  Buchanan 

Lawry  Sligo  Lethbridge. 

Noes,  28. 
Hutchison,  G 
Lang 
MoGowan 
MoKenzie,  R. 
McLean 
MoNab 
Massey 
Moore 
Majority  for,  9. 
Words  added. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved,  in  the  paragraph  in- 
terpreting '*  local  authority,"  to  add,  after  the 
words  "Borough  Council  '*  the  words  **  County 
Council,  or  in  case  where  *  The  Counties  Act, 
1886,'  is  not  in  force  a." 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Mr.  LETHBRIDGE  moved,  in  the    same 
paragraph,  the  excision  of  the  words  **  and  in 
all  outlying  districts  of  counties  means  the 
County  Council." 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved,  in  the  same 
paragraph,  the  insertion,  after  the  word  *<  juris- 
dictions," of  the  words  "  but  in  any  district 
where  both  a  County  Council  and   a    Road 
Board  exercise  jurisdiction  at  the  same  time 
the  Road  Board  shall  be  the  locaJ  authority." 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  moved  to  strike  from 
the  clause  dealing  with  **  noxious  weeds  "  the 
words  **and  any  others  which  the  Governor 
in  Council  from  time  to  time  declares  to  be 
noxious  weeds  within   the   meaning   of    this 
Act." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Stevens 

Steward 

Symes 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Duncan 
Flatman. 


Atbs,  26. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

MoGowan 

McKensie,  J 

OamcrosB 

McLean 

Carroll 

McNab 

HallJones 

Meredith 

Hogg 

Mills 

Hutoheson,  J. 

Morrison 

Joyce 

O'Regan 

Lawry 

Seddon 

Bollard 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Carson 

Crowther 

Graham 

Henries 

Hunter 

Kelly 


For. 
Houston 
MUlar 
O'Meara 
Parata. 


NoM,  25. 
Lethbridge 
Lewis 
McGuire  . 
MoKenzie,  R. 
Massey 
Monk 

Montgomery 
Moore 
RoUeston 

Paibs. 


Russell 
Smith 
Tanner 

Thomson,  J,  W». 
Wright. 

Tellers, 
Lang 
Thompson,  R.. 


AgavnsL 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Duthie 
Pirani 
Wason. 


Majority  for,  1. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  eM  to  the^'same- 
paragraph  the  words  **as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided." 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  strike  out  tha^ 
words  "or  spores  "  in  the  clause  dealing |with< 
"  noxious  seeds." 

Words  struck  out. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  moved,  in  the  sam» 
paragraph,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  and  of 
any  other  plants  which  the  Governor  in  Council 
from  time  to  time  declares  to  be  plants  pro- 
ducing noxious  seeds  within  the  meaning  of 
this  Act." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
'*  That  the  words  be  retained." 


ATB8,  28. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Cadman 

McKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

Camoross 

McLean 

Symes 
Thompson,  T. 

Carroll 

McNab 

Duncan 

Meredith 

Ward 

Flatman 

Moore 

Wilson. 

Hall-Jones 

O'Meara 

Hogg 

O'Regan 

Tellers. 

Joyce 

Russell 

Mills 

Lawry 

Seddon 
Nobs,  26. 

Morrison. 

Bollard 

Kelly 

RoUeston 

Brown 

Lang 

Tanner 

Buchanan 

Lethbridge 

Taylor 

Carson 

Lewis 

Thompson,  R. 

Crowther 

McGuire 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Eraser 

Massey 

Wright. 

Graham 

Monk 

Tellers. 

Henries 

Montgomery 

McKenzie,  R. 

Hunter 

Pirani 

Smith. 

Majority  for,  2. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  add  the  words  "as 
hereinafter  provided  "  after  the  definition  of 
"noxious  seeds." 

Agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "  *  This  Act '  includes  all  regulations  for- 
the  time  being  in  force  thereunder."  (.») 

The  Conunittee  divided  on  the  question^ 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 
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Atbs,  29. 

Allen,  B.  G. 

McKenzie,  3. 

Seddon 

Oftdman 

McLean 

Stevens 

Garnoro88 

MoNab 

Steward 

Carroll 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Duocan 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Flatman 

Montgomery 

Ward 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Wilson. 

Hogg 

0*Regan 

TelUn, 

Lawry 

Rolleston 

Joyce 

McQowan 

BuBsell 
Nobs,  21. 

Symes. 

Bollard 

Lethbridge 

Smith 

Brown 

Lewis 

Thompson,  R. 

Buchanan 

MoGnire 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Carson 

McKenzie,  R. 

Wright. 

Crowther 

Massey 

T^lkn, 

Fraaer 

Monk 

Herries 

Graham 

Moore 

Lang. 

Hunter 

Majority  for, 

3. 

Words  retained,  and  clause  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

Clause  3.— <*  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  local 
authorities  to  administer  this  Act  within  the 
limits  of  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and  to 
appoint  from  time  to  time  Inspectors  for  such 
purpose:  Provided  that  where  Native  lands 
are  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  any  local 
authority  the  Minister  shall  administer  this 
Act  and  appoint  the  Inspectors.'* 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert  after  *'  to,"  and 
before  *'  administer,"  the  words  **  elect  not  less 
than  five  nor  more  than  seven  settlers  who  are 
owners  or  occupiers  of  freehold  or  leasehold 
land  to." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  R.  McEENZIE  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  **  and  to  appoint  from  time  to  time  In- 
spectors for  such  purpose." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MASSEY  moved  to  add  to  the  olanse 
**  And  provided  further  that  this  Aot  shall  only 
be  brought  into  operation  on  the  application  of 
the  County  Council  or  local  authority  of  the 
district." 


Mr.  LETHBRIDGE  moved  to  report  pro- 

gresB. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  23. 

Bollard 

McGuire 

Rolleston 

Brown 

MoKenzie,  R. 

Russell 

Buchanan 

McLean 

Smith 

Carson 

McNab 

Thompson,  R. 

Crowther 

Massey 

Wright. 

Hunter 

Monk 

Tellers. 

Lang 

Montgomery 

Herries 

Lewis 

Moore 
Nobs,  25. 

Lethbridge. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Flatman 

McGowan 

Cadman 

Graham 

MoEenzie,.J. 

Camcross 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith 

Carroll 

Joyce 

Mills 

Duncan 

Lawry 

Morrison 

C'Regao 
Seddon 
Stevens 
Steward 


Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Wilson. 


Tellen. 


Symes. 


Paias. 
For,  Againat. 

Duthie  Millar 

Mackenzie,  M.  Houston 

Pirani  O'Meara 

Wason.  Parata. 

Majority  against,  2. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 
Mr.  Massey 's  amendment   negatived, 
clause  3  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minntes 
past  two  o'clock  a.m. 


and 


HOUSE    OP   BEPRBSENTATIVB8. 

Tuesday,  16th  August,  1898, 


First  Beadings— Private  Members'  Business— Bail- 
ways  Unfinished— Pabllo  Works  Statement— Be- 
Btraint  of  Wagering  Bill— Financial  Statement: 
Want  of  Oonfldenoe. 


Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Akiteo  County  BiU,  Native  Townships  Bill. 

PRIVATE  MEMBERS*  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  it  would  be 
within  the  recollection  of  honourable  memben 
that  the  Gk)vemment  took  Wednesday,  the  Sid 
August,  a  private  members'  day,  for  (Govern- 
ment business,  and  he  then  promised  he  would 
give  another  afternoon  for  the  consideration  of 
private  members'  business.  He  therefore  pro- 
posed to  go  on  with  private  members'  Bills  In 
the  order  in  which  they  were  set  dovm  on  the 
8rd  August,  as  follows:  Mortgages  Bill,  Pro- 
perty Law  Consolidation  Bill,  Sales  by  Mort- 
gagees Bill,  Slander  of  Women  Bill,  Removal 
of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  Gaming  and 
Lotteries  Bill,  Contempt  of  Court  Bill.  He 
would  move,  That  the  business  on  the  Order 
Paper  be  postponed,  in  order  to  proceed  with 
orders  of  the  day  Nos.  48,  54,  55,  56,  49,  57, 
and  58. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  wished  to  point 
out  to  the  House  that  there  was  a  BiU — No.  47, 
the  Restraint  of  Wagering  Bill— on  the  Order 
Paper  that  day  before  those  which  had  been 
named  in  the  right  hononrable  gentlenmn's 
motion,  but  he  had  no  donbt  mcbde  the  arrange- 
ment that  day  to  suit  his  own  supporters. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  No,  he  had  not;  he  was 
taking  the  Order  Paper  as  it  stood  on  the  8rd 
August. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  fact  remained 
that  No.  47  naturally  had  priority  over  No.  4B 
and  the  others  proposed  to  be  given  preoedenea. 
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Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey)  certainly  thoosht 
^he  Bill  in  the  name  of  the  honourable  member 
ior  Patea— No.  47 — should  be  first  on  the  list 
that  day,  as  it  was  the  first  on  the  Order  Paper 
-of  the  private  members*  Bills.  There  was  no 
promise,  as  far  as  he  understood  the  Premier, 
beyond  giving  private  members  a  partioalar 
da^.  There  was  no  understanding  that  the 
private  Bills  on  the  Paper  on  the  8rd  August 
should  have  precedence  on  the  day  which 
would  be  set  apart.  He  would  move,  as  an 
amendment.  That  No.  47  be  inserted  before  the 
other  orders  mentioned. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau)  wished  to  point  out  to 
honourable  members  that  they  had  during  that 
Bession  lost  two  private  members'  days.  The 
Premier  had  promised  when  the  first  day  was 
taken  that  it  would  be  restored,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  kept  his  promise. 
On  Wednesday,  the  3rd  August,  certain  Bills 
bad  been  set  down  for  that  particular  day,  and 
the  Premier  had  promised,  when  he  asked  the 
leave  of  the  House  to  go  on  with  Government 
business,  that  he  would  give  private  members 
Another  day  for  the  consideration  of  those 
Bills  which  they  had  not  had  the  opportunity 
of  discussing  on  the  3rd  August.  He  asked 
the  House  to  deal  fairly  with  tiiose  honourable 
members  who  had  Bills  set  down  for  that  par- 
ticular day,  and  allow  the  Premier's  motion  to 


Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  said  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairau  had  just  stated  that 
they  had  lost  two  private  members'  days  that 
session.  It  was  a  pity  that  in  past  sessions, 
when  private  members  had  not  half  as  many 
4ays  for  their  work  as  they  had  had  that 
session,  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  rise 
to  protest  against  the  treatment  —  at  the 
instance  of  the  Gbvernment — members  had 
fecaived  then. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  yes,  he  did. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said,  Oh,  no;  the  honourable 
member's  voice  was  as  silent  as  the  grave ;  but 
he  (Mr.  Pirani)  certainly  objected  to  the  Order 
Paper  being  chopped  and  changed  about  with 
cegard  to  private  members'  business  at  the 
instance  of  the  Premier.  The  Premier  could 
•do  a?  he  liked  with  the  Government  orders, 
but  he  certainly  thought  it  was  a  new  method 
of  carrying  on  their  business  for  the  Premier 
to  be  able  to  change  private  members'  orders  as 
he  pleased. 

Mr.  SEDDON  daid  he  had  seen  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and  informed  that  honourable 
gentleman  what  he  proposed  to  do.  He  was 
^uite  prepared  to  go  on  with  Supply,  but  he 
had  promised  members  that  he  would  make 
good  the  time  which  he  had  taken  for  (Govern- 
ment business  on  the  date  he  had  mentioned. 
It  was  no  fault  of  his  that  that  day  had  been 
taken;  it  was  on  account  of  an  amendment 
that  hiEMi  been  moved  by  an  honourable  mem- 
ber on  the  other  side  of  the  House  ;  and  he  had 
now  kept  faith  with  the  private  members. 
But  to  proceed  with  the  Bills  in  the  order 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey 
meant  that  they  would  be  giving  an  undue 
preference  to  those  members  who  had  no  Bills 


set  down  for  consideration  on  that  particular 
day— the  3rd  August.  He  thought  that  would 
be  very  unfair  to  honourable  members  who  had 
Bills  on  the  Order  Paper  on  that  date.  If  it 
was  going  to  be  simply  a  matter  of  wasting  the 
afternoon,  they  had  better  go  on  with  the  ordi- 
nary business,  and  the  Government  would  take 
questions. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
order  of  the  day  No.  47  be  inserted  before  the 
other  orders." 

Ates,  36. 
Bollard  Kelly  Moore 

Brown  Lang  Rolleston 

Buchanan  Lamach  Russell 

Growther  Lethbridge         Sligo 

Duthie  Lewis  Tanner 

Flatman  McGuire  Taylor 

Fraser  Mackenzie,  M.  Thompson,  R» 

Guinness  McLean  Wason 

Holland  McNab  Wright. 

Hunter  Massey  Tellers, 

Hutcheson,  J.    Monk  Carson 

Hutchison,  G.  Montgomery      Pirani. 
Joyce 

Noes,  28. 
Oadman  Hogg  Seddon 

Garncross  Houston  Steward 

Garroll  Lawry  Symes 

Duncan  McGowan  Thompson,  T. 

Field  MoKenzie,  J.     Thomson,  J.  W. 

Fisher  McKenzie,  R.    Ward. 

Gilfedder  Meredith 

Graham  Mills  Tellerz. 

Hall-Jones         Morrison  Allen,  E.  G. 

Herries  O'Meara  Stevens. 

Majority  for,  8. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion  as 
amended  agreed  to. 

RAILWAYS  UNFINISHED. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey)  wished  to  ask  the 
Government  a  question  wnich  was  important, 
pending  the  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement. 
He  wished  to  ask  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  when  he  was  going  to  lay  upon  the  table 
a  return  ordered  to  be  made  of  the  amount 
it  would  cost  to  complete  the  unfinished  lines 
of  railway,  and  the  amount  already  expended 
upon  the  lines.  That  return  had  been  ordered 
on  his  motion  four  weeks  ago,  and  he  would 
like  the  information  before  the  debate  was 
taken. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  he  would  look  into  the  matter ;  he 
thought  the  return  was  on  the  table. 

PUBLIG  WORKS  STATEMENT. 

Gaptain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay}  would 
like  to  ask  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  when 
they  were  likely  to  get  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment. 

Mr.  HALL. JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  he  was  very  anxiously  awaiting 
the  result  of  the  financial  debate.  Until  they 
knew  the  position  as  to  ways  and  means  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  allooate  moneys  for 
the  pnblio-works  estimates. 
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RESTRAINT  OF  WAGERING  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTBB. 

Clause  1.— Short  Title. 
Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  moved,  That  this  olause 
be  postponed. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  18. 

Houston  O'Meara 

Lang  .  Thompson,  T. 

Lamach  Ward. 
Lawry  Tellers. 

Lewis  MoKenzie,  R. 

Mills  Symes. 


Oadman 

CamcroBS 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Field 

Graham 

Herries 

Nobs,  36. 
Allen,  E.  G.       Hutoheson,  J.    Seddon 
Bollard  Hutchison,  G.  Sligo 

Brown  Joyce  Stevens 

Carson  Kelly  Steward 

Crowther  Lethbridge         Tanner 

Duthie  McGowan  Taylor 

Fisher  McGuire  Thompson,  R. 

Flatman  McLean  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Gilfedder  MoNab  Wason. 

Hall.Jones        Monk  Tellers, 

Hogg  Montgomery      Massey 

Holland  Morrison  Moore. 

Hunter 

Majority  against,  18. 
Motion  negatived,  and  Short  Title  agreed  to. 
Clause  2.—**  If  any  person— 
,  *'  (1.)  Sends,  or  causes  to  be  sent,   to  any 
other    person    any  circular,  notice, 
advertisement,    letter,    telegram,    or 
other    document  which    invites,   or 
may  be  implied   to  invite,  the  per- 
son receiving  it  to  make  any  bet  or 
wager,  or  to  enter  into  or  take  any 
share  or  interest  in  any  betting  or 
wagering  transaction  ;  or 
**  (2.)  Frequents  or  loiters  about  any  place 
or  locality  for  the  purpose  or  with 
the  object  of  betting  or  wagering — 
every  such  person  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence, 
and  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  with  or 
without  hard  labour  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
three  months,  or  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  pounds,  or  to  both  imprisonment  and 
fine; 

**And  any  person  reasonably  suspected  of 
frequenting  or  loitering  about  any  place  or 
locality  for  the  purpose  or  with  the  object  of 
betting  or  wagering  may  be  arrested  without 
warrant. 

'*  If  any  such  circular,  notice,  advertisement, 
letter,  telegram,  or  other  document  names 
or  refers  to  any  one  as  a  person  to  whom  any 
payment  may  be  made,  or  from  whom  any 
information  may  be  obtained,  for  the  purpose 
of  or  in  relation  to  betting  or  wagering,  the 
person  so  named  or  referred  to  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  sent  or  caused  to  be  sent  such  docu- 
ment as  aforesaid,  unless  he  proves  that  he 
had  not  consented  to  be  so  named  and  that  he 
was  not  in  any  way  a  party  to  and  was  wholly 
ignorant  of  the  sending  of  such  document. 

"And  any  person  who  shcJl  use  or  employ 
the  name  of   any  person   aforesaid   without 


authority  shaU  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  b» 
liable  to  imprisonment  with  or  without  hard 
labour  for  any  period  not  exceeding  six 
months." 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  insert,  after  the 
words  **  If  any  person,"  the  words  "  invests 
any  money  on  the  totalisator." 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add,  after  the  words 
'*  If  any  person  sends,  or  causes  to  bo  sent,  to,"" 
the  words  **  a  member  of  a  club  licensed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Licensing  Act  or." 

Mr.  FIELD  moved,  That  progress  be  re> 
ported. 

Motion  to  report  progress  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT :    WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—  Mr.  Speaker,  in  moving  that 
you  leave  the  chair  in  order  that  the  House 
should  go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  I  shall 
take  this  opportunitv — which  is  not  unprece- 
dented, and  as  there  has  been  a  great  deal  said 
and  written  respecting  the  Financial  Statement 
since  it  has  been  brought  down — of  reviewing 
the  reviewers.  Sir,  there  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  criticism  respecting  the  amounts  stated  in 
this  correct  table. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  Sir,  I  say  that  thia 
table  is  a  very  sound  one;  it  stands  on  very 
sound  legs,  and  is  absolutely  correct.  I  say 
that,  as  showing  the  balances  at  the  end  of 
each  year,  the  table  is  absolutely  ooReot» 
Some  of  the  critics  have  said,  "Refer  it  to 
the  Controller  and  Auditor-General,  or  to  the 
Assistant  Controller  and  Auditor-General."  I 
am  quite  prepared  that  it  should  be  referred  to 
those  gentlemen;  and.  Sir,  in  respect  to  this 
table  and  the  Statement,  I  have  everv  con- 
fidence in  the  Treasury  officers.  I  asked  for  a 
table  to  be  prepared  giving  me  the  balances 
at  the  end  of  the  respective  years,  and  also 
showing  the  amounts  by  which  the  revenue 
has  been  aided  in  the  way  of  proceeds  of 
debentures  issued  against  accretions  of  sinking 
funds.  This  table  has  been  collated  and  pre- 
pared from  the  account-books  of  the  colony, 
and  I  know  that  these  account-books  have 
been  very  much  in  evidence  amongst  honour- 
able members  during  the  last  few  days.  If  I 
wished  to  sketch  what  I  have  seen,  I  might 
say  that  I  have  seen  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea,  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City,  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa^ 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  going 
round  the  lobbies,  each  with  a  volume  of  the 
Appendices  under  his  arm,  almost  as  though 
they  were  inclined  to  take  them  to  bed  with 
them.  Why,  Sir,  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
could  not  possibly  get  the  Appendices.  The 
whole  of  them  have  been  taken  possession 
of  by  the  Opposition.  Respecting  the  State* 
ment  and  this  particular  table  there  have 
been  apologies;  there  have  been  explana- 
tions ;  and  there  has  been  any  amount  of 
abuse ;  but  there  is  no  necessity  for  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  the  whole  thing  is  so  very 
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aimple.    I  say  that  I  advise  members  now,  if 
ihey  have  any  spare  copies  of  the  Appendioes, 
to  look  at  them,  as  I  shall  give  shorn  a  few 
examples  showing  how  and  from  what  data 
this  table  has  been  collated.    Now,  I  shall 
prove  the  balance  of  1871 — the  commencement 
— and  yon  will  find  in  the  table  that  on  the 
aoth  Jane,  1871,  the  debit  balance  is  stated  as 
£621,183.    Now,  we  take  Appendix  B.-l,  1872, 
page  X. :  it  is  stated  there  that  the  balance  is 
£89,278  18b.  7d.    If  yon  deduct  Treasury  bills, 
as  stated  on  page  vil.— £550,000— and  deficiency 
biUs  (page  x),  £60.000,  the  total  of  these  is 
£610,000.    Deduct    also    the   Bank    of    Issue 
Account  (see  page  vii.),  £462  128.,  and  you  will 
find  that  the  balance  comes  out  as  £521,183 
18s.  Sd.,  as  I  have  already  stated.    It  is  quite 
simple,  and  can  be  seen  from  these  Appendices. 
Now,  then,  we  will  take  the  31st  March,  1880. 
which  shows  a  deficit  of  £1,522,772  Hs.   8d. 
To  prove  this,  take  B.-l.,  1880,  and  the  balance 
(on  page  9)  you  will  find  is  £292,064  da.  9d. 
Deduct  the   Treasury  BiUs  Account  (page  2), 
£1,182,000,  and  Deficiency  Bills  Account  (page 
2)  £660,000,  producing  £1,882,000 ;  deduct  one 
from  the  other  and  you  get  £1,589,935  169.  3d. 
Deduct  from  this  amount  £17,163  28.  (Bills  Be- 
oeivable  Account,  page  2)  and  the  deficiency 
of  £1,522,772   14s.  3d.  is  arrived   at.     But   I 
may  probably  be  told,  "  Oh,  but  you  are  bring- 
ing  these  balances  forward."    But  I  say  these 
Treasury   bills  and   deficiency    bills    are    in- 
disputable liabilities.     They  have  never  been 
met,  and  what  can  you  do  with  them?  Why, 
what  would   be   said   of    any    tradesman   or 
the  chairman  of  any  company  who  signed  a 
balance-sheet    without    the    liabilities    being 
brought  into  the  account?    I  will  now  show 
yon  how  this  used  to  be  done,  and  to  do  that  I 
shall  have  to  go  back  into  ancient  history.    It  is 
necessary  to  do  this  in  order  to  warn  members 
of  this  House  of  the  shoals  and  rooks  we  had 
in  respect  to  the  finance  of  the  past.    In  1880, 
a  few  months  after  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  in 
office  as  Treasurer,  he  showed  in  his  Budget  an 
estimated  deficit  of  £990,000,  but  at  that  time 
he  had  outstanding  in  the  way  of  Treasury 
deficiency  biUs  £1,832.000.    Very  well,  then, 
take  the  last  year  of  the  Grey  Qovernment, 
and  yon  will  see  that  it  was  something  like 
£560,000,  and  the  deficiency  bills  were  £832,000. 
I  simply  say  that  these  liabilities  were  held 
over.    Now,  to  show  you  that  they  were  liabili- 
ties, and  that  there  was  occasion  for  them  to 
be  dealt  with,  what  do  we  find  in  1883  ?    In 
1888,  if   members    will  look  at  B.-l,  page  9, 
they  will  see  there  that  the  expenditure  was 
£8,688.384,  and  the  revenue  (page  8)  £3.470,250, 
or  an  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  of 
£168,184.    On  page  2  there  is  a  deficit  at  the 
eloee  of  1882  of  £1,628,316.    The  deficit  there- 
fore becomes  £1,796,450.    Now,  how  was  this 
met?    Why,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  issued  short- 
dated  debentures,  as  you  will  see  on  page  8  of 
the  same  paper,  to  the  amount  of  £1.882.000; 
and  if  you  look  at  this  table  you  will  see  that 
there  was  a  surplus  shown  then  of  £85,549, 
as  compiled  from  B.-l,  1883.    The  table  is  as 
follows : — 
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Expenditure  (page  9) 

Beveoue  (pa«e  8)    ... 

Deficit 

Defloit  at  close  of 

18aa(pa«e8)      ... 

Deficit 
Rednoed  by  means  of 
Bhort-dftted  deben- 
tures (patfe  8) 
cy  bUls— 


£  8.d. 
S,63S,884  IS  11 
9,470.250  12  U 


S.  d. 


168.134  1  0 
...  1,828.816  11  U 
..,    1.7X.450  12  U 


Deflolency 
Pa«e  8      

Page  9      

Less   deficiency  bill 
(page  2}    

Surplus  (page  2) 


1.882,000    0   0 
60.000    0    0 


1.888.000  0  0 

85.549  7  1 

60.000  0  0 

£35.549  7  1 


Now,  in  the  language  of  the  late  honourable 
member  for  Mataura,  that  ia  the  first  time 
there  was  a  washing-up — a  clearing  off  of  lia- 
bilities— with  the  exception  of  new  deficiency 
bills,  amounting  to  £60.000  ;  and  for  the  first 
time,  he  said,  the  House  and  the  country  knew 
the   state  of   the  finances  of  the  colony.    I 
should  think  that  honourable  gentleman  is  an 
authority  I  might  quote  wiili  advantage.    Now, 
what  I  have  stated  proves  clearly,  and  must  con- 
vince honourable  members,  that  Treasury  bills 
and  deficiency  bills  were  left  outstanding,  and 
were  not  imtil  late  years  included  clearly  m  the 
balance  of  the  year's  accounts.    To  take  no 
notice  of  them  would  be  incorrect  finance.    Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  took  this  means  of  adding  to 
the  public  debt  of  the  colony,  and  by  this 
process  manufactured  the  first  credit  balance. 
Captain  RUSSELL.— You  are  wrong. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  I  am  not ;  I  never  make 
mistakes.    Now,  then,  we  come  to  1885;  you 
see  there  the  same  process — ^the  debit  balance 
was  £130,108.     Then,   refer  to  B.-^  of  1885, 
page  13,  and  you  will  find  the  balance,  £219,891 
— and  if  you  deduct  deficiency  bills  (page  6), 
£850.000,  you  have  left  £180.108,  the  stated 
balance  against  the  colony.    Now,  then,  see 
what  happens  again.    We  find  in  1887-88  a 
surplus  of  £4,745.    Now,  take  the  expenditure 
—£4,082,635— as  shown  on  page  13  of  B.-l  of 
1888,  and  the  revenue  and  receipts  in  aid  (page 
12),  £3,779,674,  which  leaves  a  debit  balance  of 
£802,960,  and  then  add  the  deficit,  £92,294,  of 
1887,  and  you  will  find  a  total  deficit  of  £395,254. 
What  happened  then?    Why,  we  see  the  old 
process  repeated,  and  debentures  for  £400,000 
issued,  leaving  the  surplus — ^the  second  surplus 
shown  in  the  table— of  £4,745.    This  £400,000, 
of  course,  was  added  to  our  debt;  and,  after 
doing  that,  we  get  the  surplus  of  £4,745.    Then 
we  come  to  what  is  termed  the  **  new  system,*' 
For  the  first  time,  to  the  credit  of  my  late 
chief — the    Hon.   John    Ballance — was   this 
system  of  taking  into  consideration  these  de- 
ficiency bills  and  Treasury  bills  inaugurated. 
Here  we  find  in  1891  a  surplus  of  £148,965 
15s.  6d. 
Captain  RUSSELL.— Whose  credit  is  that  ? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— At  that  time  Mr.  Ballance 
was  Colonial  Treasurer.    He  had  only  been  In 
office  two  months.    Now,  for  this  £143,000  we 
will  give  ozedit  to  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  ;  bat  we 
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must  give  oredit  to  Mr.  Ballanoe  for  taking 
this  into  acoount,and  striking  a  proper  balance 
from  that  forward,  as  ought  to  have  been  done 
in  previous  years.  There  was  at  that  time  a 
balance  of  £860,065,  and  after  deducting  de- 
ficiency bills— £716,100— you  get  the  surplus 
of  £143,965.  From  this  time  forward  you 
can  see  by  the  Budget  how  we  stand ;  and  I 
say  that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  when  in  1883  he 
wiped  ofi  these  liabilities  of  deficiency  and  Trea- 
sury bills,  and  added  them  to  the  public  debt  of 
the  colony,  admitted  that  such  a  process  was 
the  only  way  to  keep  correctly  the  accounts 
so  as  to  show  the  people  the  true  finan- 
cial position  of  the  colony.  I  hope  honour- 
able members  will  not  question  these  figures. 
If  they  do,  I  say  they  are  endeavouring  to 
prove  that  each  Colonial  Treasurer  in  turn  has 
absolutely  misled  us,  and  that  the  officers  of 
Treasury  years  ago,  and  for  all  time,  until  Mr. 
Ballanoe  was  in  office,  have  been  keeping  the 
accountH  of  the  colony  iocorreotly.  I  have  a 
table  here  which  shows  the  Treasury  bills  and 
deficiency  bills  outstanding,  and  the  time  when 
they  where  paid  of!.  It  is  amusing  to  me  to 
find  now  how  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
mislead  the  public  of  the  colony.  You  have 
been  told,  "  Oh  !  but  the  system  was  different." 
At  one  time  the  total  amount  of  the  revenue 
was  paid  into  a  separate  account,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  department  were  charged 
against  it,  and  the  balance  went  to  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.  I  simply  say  it  makes  no 
difference  whatever.  If  a  credit  was  obtained 
from  the  Land  Fund  the  Consolidated  Fund 
would  be  credited  with  it;  if  there  was  a 
deficit,  then  that  deficit  in  the  Land  Fund 
would  have  to  be  provided  for  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  and  be  shown  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  account  for  the  year.  So  this  red- 
herring  thrown  across  the  scent  is  really  of  no 
value  whatever.  But  we  have  been  told  in 
connection  with  the  debentures  issued  against 
the  sinking  funds,  **  Oh  t  but  there  has  been 
another  system,"  and  "  dishonest  "  is  the  mild 
term  they  have  applied  to  me  with  respect  to 
this  matter — that  I  have  been  dishonest,  be- 
cause I  kept  back  from  the  House  and  the 
ooontry  the  alteration  in  this  system  of  draw- 
ing loans.  One  would  really  think  from  some 
of  the  articles  which  have  appeared  in  the 
papers  with  respect  to  these  drawing  loans 
that  the  Premier  was  a  schoolboy,  and  knew 
nothing  whatever  of  finance.  I  will  take 
oow  the  aids  to  revenue  from  the  debentures 
against  sinking  fund.  Who  was  it  that  in- 
augurated this  system?  It  was  Sir  Julius 
Vogel.  He  had  to  do  it  at  the  time.  Do 
honourable  members  know  why?  If  not,  I 
will  tell  them  why  that  was  brought  forward, 
and  the  purpose  is  freely  admitted.  For  the 
first  months  of  the  year,  while  there  was  not 
flufficient  revenue  to  meet  expenditure,  sub- 
stantial aid  was  given  by  the  issue  of  a  deben- 
ture for  the  anticipated  amount  of  accretions 
•of  sinking  funds,  and,  forsooth,  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  the  use  of  the  money  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  ^ear.  As  it  is  put  in  one 
.  of  the  articles  to  which  I  refer,  ha  had  the  use 
Mf.Seddan 


of  a  little  more  money  during  the  year.  But, 
seeing  that  system  was  changed  in  1895,  my 
finance  is  to  that  extent  injured,  because 
now  I  am  not  allowed  the  use  of  so  much 
money  for  the  future  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  But  I  say  plainly  that  if  there  had 
been  no  change  in  the  system  my  finance  at 
the  end  of  the  year  would  have  come  out  all 
the  same,  only  I  should  have  undergone  the  in- 
convenience of  not  having  had  so  much  money. 
To  show  you  how  these  critics  do  not  agree 
among  themselves,  I  take  here,  from  the  S^oen- 
ing  Post,  an  article  which  is  evidently  written 
by  some  one  who  knows  something  of  finance, 
and  who  has  had  some  experience  on  the  PuUic 
Accounts  Committee.  It  might  be  the  late 
honourable  member  for  Mataura ;  at  all  eyents, 
the  writer  is  some  one  who  has  some  know- 
ledge of  the  Public  Accounts,  and  the  working 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  And  what 
is  the  conclusion  arrived  at  there?  "It  can 
only " 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Are  you  going  to  lay  it 
on  the  table.  I  do  not  think  you  can  quote 
newspaper  articles  on  the  Statement  unless 
you.  place  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  not  going  to  quote  the 
article.  At  all  events,  this  is  the  concluBion 
arrived  at,  showing  that  this  bringing  forward 
of  deficiency  and  Treasury  bills  could  only  have 
been  obtained  by  showing  a  balance  against 
the  Treasury  as  we  show  in  this  table.  It 
says,— 

'*  This  can  only  have  been  obtained  by  oalUng 
Treasury  bills  of  previous  years  a  deficit  on 
the  year  1878— old  Treasury  bills,  Bome  of 
them  five  years  old,  have  been  made  use  of  to 
do  duty  to  manufacture  a  bogus  deficit.'* 

I  say  if  these  Bills  were  in  exietenoe  and 
unmet  they  were  liabilities,  and  so  there  was 
a  real  deficit  in  the  accounts,  it  matters  not 
how  long  it  was  hanging  over.  But,  as  I  say, 
these  critics  do  not  agree.  What  about  the 
Christchurch  Press  f  The  Ohristchuioh  Prsss 
of  the  11th  August  says, — 

"  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  set  himself  to  extricate 
the  colony  from  the  financial  morass  into  which 
it  had  been  led  by  Sir  George  Grey.  He  put 
the  finances  on  a  sound  footing,  and,  in  l&Si, 
1882,  and  1883,  had  a  genuine  surplus  on  the 
year*s  transactions;  but  the  huge  defloienoy 
left  by  his  predecessors  he  was  never  able  to 
make  up,  and  finally  It  heA  to  be  added  to  the 
permanent  debt— £1,832,000." 

I  say,  there  is  the  reply.  But  what  has  been 
charged  against  me  ?  That  I  had  brought  for- 
ward these  balances.  Sir  Harry  Atkinaon,  to 
says  the  Press,  brought  them  forward.  I  say, 
therefore,  the  admission  is  there  that  in  thoae 
two  transactions  alone  they  ought  to  have  been 
dealt  with  long  before,  and  not  kept  as  they 
were,  liabilities  of  the  colony,  and  unmet,  while 
Treasurer  after  Treasurer  was  taking  credit  for 
surpluses.  I  simplv  say  that  it  is  nonaensieiJ,  • 
and  a  system  of  finance  on  any.  such  basis 
as  that  must  be  detrimental  to  the  oolony. 
But,  mark  you,  I  do  not  agree  that  the  Giey 
(Government  must  be  held  wholly  responsible 
for  it,   because   in  1878  there   waa    only  a 
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deficit  of  £368.000  odd.  True,  there  was  in 
1878  Treasary  bills  ontatanding  amoanting  to 
£882,000,  aad  the  year  before,  £682,000.  As 
you  know,  in  1888  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  had 
£1,882,000.  I  therefore  say  the  Treasurers  were 
going  back  all  the  time ;  and  the  disaster  laid 
against  the  Grey  Administration,  as  I  said  once 
as  to  the  late  James  Maoandrew — and  I  say  it 
again  now,  having  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
financial  position  of  the  colony  —  that  the 
etatement  that  he  had  entered  into  liabilities 
«nd  landed  the  colony  in  a  financial  morass 
was  absolutely  incorrect,  and  that  the  Hall- 
Atkinson  Gk>Ternment  could,  if  they  had  liked, 
have  stopped  that  expenditure,  and  brought 
the  colony  to  a  sound  position.  Before  I  leave 
this  I  may  say  that  this  interpretation  has 
been  put  upon  it  by  the  late  honourable 
member  for  Mataura.  He  took  the  balances 
of  the  different  years,  totalled  them,  deducted 
the  £110,214  excess  of  expenditure  over  the 
revenue  for  1895,  and  thus  got  £521,144, 
which  is  our  credit  balance.  Very  well,  the 
same  thing  happened  year  after  year.  And  in 
another  treatise  it  is  made  out  that  we  had 
about  £800,000  deficit.  Now,  Sir,  he  is  either 
•coming  to  his  senses  or  a  little  experience  has 
taught  him  that  there  was  every  year  a  sur- 
plus, and  the  total  comes,  as  he  says,  to 
£521,144.  But  what  does  he  try  to  do  ?  He 
absolutely  says  nothing  of  the  transfers  from 
the  Consolidated  Fund  to  the  Public  Works 
Fund,  amounting  to  £1,380,000.  If,  therefore, 
you  add  £1,330,000— moneys  transferred  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund—to  the  £521,144  surplus 
of  this  year  it  simply  means  that  we  have  had 
surpluses  amounting  to  £1,851,144  — nearly 
two  millions  of  money  in  seven  years.  And 
yet  honourable  members  are  asked  to  believe 
that  oar  finance  is  unsound.  But  what  is  the 
next  thing  ? — and  that  is  where  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment has  reason  to  complain.  They  tell  us 
that  it  is  a  bogus  surplus,  that  it  is  no  surplus 
«t  all ;  and  they  say  in  the  next  breath  :  The 
time  has  arrived  when  yon  must  reduce  tax- 
Aition.  You  are  taking  too  much  from  the 
QQ  people.  Now,  if  there  is  no  surplus 
— which  they  contend  is  the  case — 
how  are  you  to  reduce  taxation  ?  1  leave  the 
honourable  members  opposite  to  answer  that 
question. 

Captain  RUSSBLL.— We  have  not  spoken 
yet,  so  have  not  made  the  statements  alluded 
to. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  anticipating,  which  I 
think  1  have  a  perfect  right  to  do ;  because  I 
do  know  that  some  honourable  members  have 
been  interviewed,  and,  on  being  interviewed, 
this  is  what  they  have  said.  I  read  the  papers, 
and  reading  Opposition  papers  I  must  of  neces- 
eltj  oome  across  this  statement.  I  will  show 
yoQ  a  case  in  point.  It  is  taken  in  this  way : 
It  is  said,  **  Take  from  the  surplus  the  £354,286 
brought  forward  last  year,  and  that  leaves 
^166,858 ;  take  from  that  £69,600— the  amount 
of  debentures  issued  against  sinking  fund — 
and  it  only  leaves  a  small  surplus  of  £97,258." 
Consequently,  if  it  is  contended  that  there  is 
4»i]7  a  bare  surplus  of  £97,258, 1  ask,  how  can 


It  be  argued  that  we  have  taken  an  undue 
amount  from  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  ?  I 
say  they  have  answered  themselves,  and  as 
they  are  satisfied,  no  doubt,  with  their  own 
contention  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  anything 
further  on  that  point.  Take  another  honour- 
able memher.    He  said  this 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— Which  member  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Patea. 

An  Hon.  Mbicbbb. — When  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  said,  or  is  reported  to 
have  said — I  have  here  the  extract:  "If  Mr. 
Seddon  had  not  raised  the  Nemesis  of  the  past 
his  Financial  Statement  would  have  excited 
little  controversy."  I  say  I  was  very  well  satis- 
fied indeed  to  find  such  a  statement  as  that, 
because  it  seemed  to  mean  this :  **  As  far  as 
the  Premier's  finance  is  concerned  I  do  not 
challenge  it,  but  we  do  challenge  that  table 
of  his."  As  I  said,  I  put  it  there  for  another 
purpose  entirely.  When  we  come  to  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  he  is  reported  to  have  said, 
"  There  is  £425,000  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund."  And  then  he  said,  "  In 
addition  to  that,  there  is  £500,000  of  a  proposed 
loan,  and  we  have  no  indication  whatever  as 
to  how  it  is  to  be  expended."  Did  the  honour- 
able member  say  that?  Well,  Sir,  I  would 
ask  honourable  members  this  question  :  What 
on  earth  has  he  been  doing?  Does  he  not 
know  that  almost  six  months  of  the  year  is 
gone?  Does  he  not  know  that  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Bailway  is  being  constructed? 
Does  he  not  know — well,  it  will  be  finished  in 
the  sweet  by-and-by.  Does  he  not  know  that 
the  Otago  Central  is  being  constructed  ?  Does 
he  not  know  that  the  Midland  Railway  is 
being  constructed  ?  Does  not  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura  know  that  the  Seaward 
Bush  line  is  being  constructed  ?  And  will  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  or  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  for  a  moment  deny  that  roads 
are  being  made  in  all  parts  of  the  colony  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— They  are  not  in  my 
part. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Is  the  honourable  member 
not  aware  of  this  fact :  that,  owing  to  destruc- 
tion by  fioods,  new  railway-works  had  to  be 
constructed  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  new  bridges  bad  to  be 
erected.  It  was  stated  in  the  Railways  State- 
ment last  year,  and  also  in  this  year's  State- 
ment, that  there  has  been,  and  must  of  necessity 
be,  at  least  £200,000  taken  for  additions  to 
open  lines.  What,  I  say,  is  carrying  on  new 
works  and  additions  to  open  lines  at  the  pre- 
sent time  ?  Have  not  honourable  members  on 
that  side  of  the  House  been  demanding,  **  You 
must  go  on  with  these  trucks;  you  must  go 
on  with  these  locomotives ;  you  must  get  on 
with  these  new  wagons  "  ?  I  want  to  know. 
Where  is  the  money  coming  from  ?  The 
money,  I  say,  at  the  present  time  is  coming 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund.  We  had  only 
£51,000  left  on  the  Slst  March  last  of  the 
money  that  has  been  raised.  Therefore  I 
say— and  honourable  mambera  must  know  itr— 
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that  ftt  leMt  one-half  of  the  expenditure  for 
this  jear,  comparing  it  with  last  year— some 
four  hundred  thousand  odd  pounds — is  already 
spent.  And  for  the  honoiirable  member  to 
say,  in  the  faoe  of  these  facts,  that  he  has  no 
inkling  where  the  money  is  going  to— Sir,  I 
must  take  it  that  for  the  time  being  Xhe  honour- 
able member  forgot  what  he  was  talking  about. 
He  must  have  forgotten  this  faot  also:  This 
House  has  passed,  and  the  honourable  member 
has  helped  to  pass — I  do  not  blame  the  honour- 
able member,  because  he  has  treated  me  very 
courteously  and  generously  as  regards  the 
Imprest  Bills — this  House,  by  way  of  imprest, 
has  transferred  from  the  Consolidated  Fund 
£225,000 ;  and  the  honourable  member  was 
told,  when  these  Imprest  Bills  were  passed, 
that  we  were  going  to  spend  this  money  on 
certain  works,  and  at  the  same  rate  as  we 
spent  the  money  last  year.  I  therefore  say  it 
is  unfair  to  me  for  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  say  he  does  not  know  anything  about  the 
expenditure  of  this  money.  Well,  now,  of 
course  there  will  be  of  necessity  some  new 
works  this  year;  some  roads  will  be  finished, 
and  other  new  works — probably  extensions  of 
our  railway-lines,  which  have  been  brought 
before  tbe  House  and  country.  We  must 
consider  these  questions;  but  the  honourable 
member  says,  —  and  that  is  the  Opposition 
parrot- like  cry,  —  *'  Bring  down  the  Public 
Works  Statement."  At  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  Sir,  the  Government  were  attacked, 
without  good  ground,  for  having,  it  was  al- 
leged, exceeded  the  appropriation,  and  owing 
to  that  attack,  and  what  was  said  by  the 
Opposition,  and  the  votes  being  exhausted, 
we  were  met  with  the  cry,  **  Where  is  the 
balance  ?  "  and  we  were  practically  compelled 
to  ease  off.  When  we  were  called  upon  to 
stop  our  expenditure — expenditure  as  regards 
rolling-stock  on  the  railways— there  was  a 
olamour  all  over  the  colony.  We  were  told 
that  the  rolling-stock  was  wanted  for  next 
season,  and  that  the  men  wanted  work,  and 
that  we  had  no  right  to  stop  the  expenditure. 
It  is  very  hard  to  be  told  in  one  breath  that 
honourable  members  do  not  know  what  we  are 
doing  with  the  money,  and  in  the  next  breath 
to  stop  tbe  expenditure,  and  in  the  next  breath 
to  be  asked  to  show  what  we  are  going  to  do 
with  the  money.    I  say  it  is  unreasonable. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Why  not  bring  down  the 
Statement  before  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.^The  honourable  member 
says,  "  Why  not  bring  down  the  Statement 
before."  I  brought  it  down,  and  I  wanted  to 
debate  it  last  Thursday  night,  but  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  opposite  were  not  prepared.  I 
wanted  to  take  it  on  Friday  night,  but  the 
honourable  members  were  not  prepared.  If  I 
had  brought  the  Statement  down  a  month  ago 
I  would  have  been  blamed  for  doing  so,  and 
would  have  been  told  I  ought  to  get  some  of 
our  policy  Bills  through  tbe  House.  I  think  it 
is  little  use  my  trying  to  please  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  Sir,  I  must  leave  this  subject 
now  and  deal  with  one  or  two  other  matters. 
I  am  now  going  to  quote  one  or  two  authorities 
Mr.Seddon 


which  I  do  not  think  honourable  members 
opposite  will  question.  Lord  Beaoonsfleld  said 
that  finance  was  a  question  of  policy,  and  that 
"  as  your  policy  is  good  your  finanee  will 
flourish."  Lord  Salisbury,  speaking  at  the 
Primrose  League,  quoted  Lord  Beaoonsfield's 
saying,  and  remarked  that  "you  might  turn 
it  round  and  say,  *  Since  our  finances  have 
fionrished  our  policy  must  be  good.'"  Now» 
tbe  present  position  of  this  colony,  taking 
Lord  Beaoonsfleld,  is  this :  Our  policy  being 
good,  our  finance  will  flourish.  As  our  finance 
is  flourishing  to  the  extent  of  a  surplus  of 
over  half  a  million,  then  I  say  our  policy 
must  be  sound.  I  simply  say  this:  We  are 
in  almost  an  impregnable  position;  and  if 
you  keep  on  present  lines,  I  care  not  who 
may  be  here  —  if  you  govern  this  colony, 
with  its  vast  and  wealthy  natural  resources, 
if  you  are  careful  and  do  not  go  back  to  that 
beacon  which  I  have  shown  you  as  given  in 
this  table,  you  must,  in  the  course  of  time, 
make  this  country  one  of  the  grandest  countries 
in  the  British  Empire.  Now,  I  have  qaoted 
these  authorities,  and  I  must  go  on  to  deal 
with  one  or  two  other  points.  I  expect  that 
the  attack  will  not  be  so  much  upon  the 
surplus  as  it  will  be  upon  the  means  by  which 
it  is  obtained.  I  must  therefore  take  it  that  I 
have  to  defend  the  new  tariff,  which  has  been 
so  much  talked  and  written  about — that  I  am 
of  necessity  bound  to  show  to  the  House  and  to 
the  country  that  there  have  been  no  hardships 
and  no  inconveniences,  and  those  who  are  best 
able  to  pay  are  paying  at  the  present  time  under 
our  tariff.  I  will  take  now  the  Customs  duties 
which  have  been  collected.  In  the  year  ending 
81st  March,  1895,  the  amount  was  £1,569,789» 
and  for  the  year  ending  March,  1898,  £1.935,262. 
Tbe  actual  amount  of  the  increase,  therefore, 
is  only  £365,475.  The  remissions  were :  1896, 
£66,349 ;  1897,  £66,047.  Take  the  inoreaee  in 
the  Customs  duties  collected  in  1897  over  those 
collected  in  1894  and  you  flnd  that  on  articles 
not  affected  by  the  new  tariff  at  all  the  amount 
of  increase  is  no  less  than  £224,583. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Why  do  you  not  give 
it  to  us  in  a  table  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  offered  it  to  you,  and 
I  have  given  you  tables  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. I  have  offered  that  table.  I  offered 
it  to  the  honourable  member;  but,  between 
the  honourable  member  for  Awarua  and  the 
honourable  gentleman,  while  I  am  panting  lo 
lay  it  on  the  table,  I  am  not  allowed  to  do  it 
by  the  honourable,  members.  Then,  the  total 
increase  of  duties  collected  in  1897  over  those 
collected  in  1894  on  articles  which  were 
affected  by  the  tariff  revision  is  £118,643.  The 
total  increase  from  March,  1895j  to  Mardb^ 
1898,  on  articles  affected  by  the  new  tariff  b 
£179,645,  but  we  have  granted  remissions  to 
the  amount  of  £132,485,  so  that  the  net  in- 
crease is  only  £47,160.  What  comes,  then,  of 
all  these  statements  we  have  heard  aboat  ih» 
new  tariff?  The  honourable  gentlemen  op- 
posite are  not,  probably,  aware  of  this  faot» 
and  I  will  show  it  to  them  for  the  first  - 
time,  though  if  they  had  looked  for 
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eeWes  they  would  have  seen  it :  that  we  baye 
admitted  free  to  this  colony  goods  to  the 
value  of  £2,675,981.  These  goods  paid  no  duty 
at  all ;  and  yet  in  the  face  of  this  fact,  and 
that,  with  the  remissions,  we  have  only  had  an 
inoxease  of  £47,000,  those  honourable  members 
have  been  condemning  the  tariff  and  also  the 
Qovernment  in  connection  with  it.  And,  Sir, 
this  is  ocourring  in  prosperous  times.  It  is  my 
duty  to  look  ahead.  If  there  was  anything  to 
occur  between  a  foreign  nation  and  the  Mother- 
country  where  would  your  frozen  mutton  be  ? 
Where  would  your  wool  be  ?  Why,  you  would 
be  immediately  blocked,  for  there  W3uld  be  no 
market  open;  the  risks  and  rates  would  be 
prohibitive.  You  could  not  sell  it,  for  you  would 
flend  it  at  prohibitive  rates— at  war  rates,  with 
extra  rates  for  shipping— and  you  could  not 
keep  it  in  the  country  here.  What,  then,  is 
going  to  be  the  position  of  the  country  ?  I  say 
a  Treasurer  must  look  to  these  things.  Then, 
there  is  another  thing  in  respect  to  the  tariff. 
We  have  had  prosperous  times  almost  ever  since 
it  was  passed,  and  if  I  was  to  base  my  calcula- 
tions upon  this  and  anything  was  to  happen, 
there  would  be,  as  there  has  been  in  years 
gone  by,  the  usual  deficit.  It  is  much  wiser,  I 
think,  to  do  as  we  are  doing,  and  to  test  our 
tariff  by  a  time  of  depression,  if  it  comes  at  all. 
We  cannot  always  expect  prosperity.  I  sup- 
pose this  prosperity  will  only  last  so  long  as  we 
are  on  the  benches.  It  always  seems  the  case 
that  as  soon  as  the  Liberal  party  leave  these 
benches,  and  honourable  members  opposite  get 
here,  depression  comes.  Then,  I  shall  be  told 
that  I  have  underestimated  in  my  calculations 
of  revenue,  and    have  overestimated    the  ex- 

rinditure.  We  have  heard  that  for  years,  and 
shall  not  be  surprised  if  we  hear  it  again.  I 
have  taken  the  Customs  upon  last  year's  basis. 
Kow,  that  is  surely  a  very  fair  criterion  to  go 
by,  and  we  ought  not  to  go  beyond  that,  for  we 
know  we  have  had  a  prosperous  year,  and,  in 
anticipating,  as  we  must,  we  cannot  possibly 
expect  things  to  keep  going  prosperously  all  the 
time,  and  if  we  had  g  )ne  beyond  that  we  should 
not  have  been  doing  what  is  just  to  the  colony 
or  to  its  finances.  Then,  take  our  railway 
revenue.  During  the  last  few  years  it  has 
-gone  on  increasing ;  but  I  have  not  kept  any- 
thing back  from  honourable  members.  They 
can  see  for  themselves  in  the  returns  of  re- 
Tenue.  If  they  make  their  own  calculations  a^ 
prudent  financiers,  and  as  safe  men  to  b^ 
Oolonial  Treasurers,  they  must  admit  that  I 
am  quite  right  in  not  going  further  than  I  have 

gone.  Supposing  we  had  a  drought,  or  we  might 
ave  trouble  entirely  apart  from  this  colony 
which  would  affect  the  results  of  our  railways. 
A  nor*wester  alone  might  make  a  difference  of 
thousands,  and  we  know  there  were  crops  in 
Southland  that  were  not  got  in  at  all  last  year. 
We  must  look  forward  to  all  these  contingen- 


cies. If  they  never  arise,  well,  you  will  have 
the  money  to  the  good,  and  that  is  much  better, 
I  think.  It  has  this  advantage :  It  maintains 
our  credit,  and  if  you  have  the  money  and  spend 
it  on  reproductive  works  you  save  the  interest 
on  that  expenditure.  On  that  £1,390,000  that 
we  have  added  to  the  Public  Works  Fund  from 
the  consolidated  revenue  you  save  £46,000  a 
year  to  the  colony  in  interest.  Any  man  who 
knows  business  will  see  the  difference  between 
the  Imports  anc|  the  exports.  He  must  know 
that  on  the  colony's  account  we  send  out 
£1,700,000  a  year.  He  must  know  that  there 
is  private  indebtedness,  and  that  practically 
three  millions  of  money  is  required  to  balance 
the  account.  I  say  if  you  keep  on  increasing 
that  amount  you  must  of  necessity  impoverish 
any  country,  and  you  must  therefore  im- 
prove your  exports ;  and  I  am  glad  to  say  we 
are  doing  it,  and  we  are  at  the  same  time 
improving  our  imports.  I  shall  prove  that 
before  I  sit  down.  Now,  let  me  take  the  public 
debt,  on  which,  no  doubt,  we  shall  be  attacked. 
What  do  we  find  ?  Take  the  reduction  in  1891. 
I  have  told  you  what  we  have  paid  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund.  Now  we  will  take  the 
Treasury  bills.  The  Treasury  bills  outstanding 
on  the  3Ut  March,  1898,  amounted  to  £730,000. 
Very  well;  in  March,  1891,  when  we  first  took 
office,  the  amount  outstanding  was  £716,100. 
On  the  31st  March  last  we  held  £312,000  of 
guaranteed  debentures,  which,  of  course,  we 
could  sell  at  any  time,  and  if  we  chose 
to  do  BO  the  debt  would  be  reduced  by  that 
sum.  We  are  entitled  to  put  that  to  our 
credit  if  the  necessity  arose,  and,  if  we  do  that, 
we  find  that,  in  addition  to  what  we  have 
transferred  to  the  Public  Works  Account,  there 
is  an  improvement  in  respect  to  Treasury 
bills  amounting  to  £298,100.  That  being  the 
case,  it  will  be  evident  that  we  have  not,  as 
was  the  case  in  the  past,  increased  the  Trea- 
sury bills.  We  have  practically  reduced  them, 
for  we  have  now  these  guaranteed  debentures 
in  hand.  If  honourable  members  want  to  see 
the  progress  the  colony  has  made,  I  will  give 
them  a  statistical  view  of  1897  and  1887.  In 
the  export  of  wool  the  increase  is  52*92  per 
cent.,  and  in  population  of  20*83  per  cent.,  or 
125,695  persons.  I  recollect  that  Captain  Kus- 
sell  one  year  blamed  the  Government  because 
there  was  a  loss  in  the  natural  increase. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— At  any  rate,  that  is  what 
appeared  in  the  papers.  Then,  in  other  lines 
we  also  find  an  increase — in  cheese,  in  batter, 
and  in  other  articles  of  export — bringing  the 
maximum  of  improvement  up  to  63306  per 
cent.  Occupied  land,  sheep,  cattle,  horses, 
gold,  and  other  lines  all  show  a  marked  in- 
crease, which,  of  course,  is  to  the  advantage  of 
the  colony.  The  table  is  of  such  public  interest 
that  I  will  now  give  it  in  full : — 
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Statistical  Yikw 

OF  THB 

Pbogbbbs  of  thb 

OOLOKY,  1897  AHD 

1887. 

1807. 

1887. 

Numerieal 
Increase. 

u 

Population,  Slst  December  (excluflive  of 

Maoris)* 

persons 

729.056 

603,361 

125,695 

ao-83 

Total  imporcs  (excluding  specie) 

£ 

7.994,201 

6,064,281 

1,929,920 

3i-8a 

Total  exports  (excluding  specie) 

£ 

9.741,222 

6,680,772 

3,060.450 

45-81 

Total  exports  the  produce  of  the  colony   £ 

9.696.267 

6,551.081 

8,045,186 

46  48 

Total  export  of  wool  .. 

lb. 

136,835,117 

88,824,382 

47,010,735 

5293 

Value     .. 

£ 

4,443,144 

3,321.074 

1,122.070 

38  79 

Total  export  of  frozen  meats    . . 

cwt. 

1.407.921 

402,107 

1,005,814 

260-14 

Value 

£ 

1,666,286 

455,870 

1,110,416 

243-58 

Total  export  of  tallow 

cwt. 

310,200 

154,720 

166,480 

100-49 

Value     .. 

£ 

269,964 

147,233 

112,731 

76-67 

Total  export  of  sheepskins 

No. 

8,688,051 

1.467,642 

2,220.409 

15129 

Value 

£ 

188,121 

83,699 

104,422 

124  76 

Total  export  of  butter 

cwt. 

99,022 

17,018 

81,984 

48176 

Value     .. 

£ 

402,605 

54,921 

347,684 

63306 

Total  export  of  cheese 

cwt. 

77,683 

23,913 

63,770 

224-86 

Value     .. 

£ 

150,617 

54,562 

96,955 

175-86 

Mining— 

Output  of  coal 

tons 

840,713 

558,620 

282,093 

50-50 

Value 

£ 

420,356 

279.310 

141,046 

60  60 

Output  of  gold 

oz. 

261,645 

187,938 

63,707 

33-90 

Value 

£ 

980,204 

747,878 

232,326 

3106 

Occupied  lands — 

Holdings  .. 

No. 

t58,904,  year  96 

136,485,  census,  86 

t22,419 

t61-45 

Holdings,  extent  of  (including 

Crown 

pastoral  leases)    . . 

acres 

33,312,212,  year  96 

27,848,690,  census,  86 

5,463,522 

19-62 

Land  in  cultivation  (including  sown 

grasses)  

acres 

11,483,127,  year  98 

7,309,689,  year  1888 

4.173,438 

57-09 

Live-stock — 

Sheep 

No. 

19,687,954,  Ap.,  97 

16,564,695,  census,  86 

3,123,859 

18-86 

Cattle 

No. 

1,209,165,  Nov.,  97 

863,358,  census,  86 

365.807 

41-69 

Horses 

No. 

262,834,  Nov.,  97 

187,382,  census,  86 

65,462 

34  93 

Shipping — 

Inwards    .. 

bonnage 

686,899 

489,764 

197,145 

40-25 

Outwards  . . 

tonnage 

675,333 

493,583 

181.750 

36-82 

Government  Railways- 

Miles  open 

No. 

t2,055,Mar.,98 

1,763,  Mar.,  88 

302 

17-23 

Receipts    .. 

£ 

1,376,008.  Mar..  98 

994,843,  Mar.,  88 

381,165 

38-31 

Electric  Telegraph — 

Miles  of  line 

No. 

6,484,  Mar.,  98 

4.790,   Dec,  88 

1,694 

85  37 

Messages  .. 

No. 

2,696,233,  Mar.,  98 

1,765.860,   Deo..  88 

930,373 

6269 

Post-office  money-orders  issued 

No. 

293,659 

159,579 

134,080 

84-02 

Value 

£ 

970,831 

555,744 

416,08^ 

74-69 

Banks  of  issue — 

On  deposit  (year's  average)  . . 

£ 

14,290,512 

11,031,614 

3,258.898 

29-54 

Savings-  banks  (Post  Office  and  private)—  | 

On  deposit,  Slst  December  . . 

£ 

5,620,080 

2,407,776 

3,112,304 

129-96 

Government  Life  Insurance- 

Policies  in  force 

No. 

36,174 

25,439 

10,735 

42-20 

Value    .. 

£ 

9,867,010 

7.136,944 

2,720,066 

3811 

*  Maori  population.  Census  1806:  89,864. 

f  The  compariBon  is  not  quite  a  fair  one,  as  In  1896  holdings  of  exactly  one  acre  in  extent  and  certain  holdinga 
occupied  by  Maoris  have  been  included  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  which  was  not  done  in  1886 
I  There  were  also  107  miles  of  private  railways. 


Now,  as  soon  as  ever  we  are  able  to  sbow 
a  proBperooB  condition  of  things  in  the 
country  our  opponents  endeavour  to  belittle 
UR,  and  consequently  to  belittle  the  colony. 
I  think,  Sir,  that  is  scaroely  patriotic  of  our 
opponents.  Let  us  take  another  item.  From 
Mr.8$dd<m 


1891  to  1897  there  was  an  increase  of  three 
million  acres  in  sown  grass,  and  in  the  same 
period  there  was  an  increase  of  three  millions 
of  sheep.  If  we  take  the  total  value  of  trade 
it  will  be  found  that  it  has  gone  up  from 
£22  128.  lid.  per  head  of  our  population  in 
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1888  to  £35  Ob.  lid.  pei  bead  in  1897.  That  is 
a  toll-tale  of  our  prosperity,  for  year  by  year 
the  total  has  gone  ap. 

An  Hon.  Mxxbxb.— You  did  not  take  office 
in  1888. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— 'It  has  gone  pn  Increasing 
all  those  years.  The  progress  of  the  oolony 
from  1881  to  1897  is  as  follows  :— 

Inoieue 
1897. 


1801. 


or 
Deoreftse. 


68,9QA         38,063         90,801 


Aores. 

3,087.880 

165,291 


10,041,868    6,966.S18    3,075.640 
57,158       210,900    -153,951 
No. 

811,040 
831.831 


No. 
38,773 
306.238 


Sstimated      popula- 
tion   (excluBiTe    of 

Maoris),     Slat    De- 

oember      790,066       634,068        94,096 

Land  in  cultivation— 

Holdings  (in   oalti- 
Tation) 

Total  are*  (Inolnd- 
ing  sown  grasses       Acres.       Acres, 
and landin fallow)  11,650,075    8,408,496 

la  crops     1,451,059    1,286,768 

In  sown  grasses 

InfaUow 
Live-stock—  No. 

Horses       249,818 

OatUe         1,138,067 

Dairy     cows      (in- 
cluded above)     ...       800,819       906,906        08,318 

Sheep         19,687,964  16,758,758    8,934,808 

The  total  value  of  the  external  trade  in  1897 
was  £18,072,216,  equivalent  to  £25  Os.  lid.  per 
head  of  the  population,  ezoluding  Maoris.  1 
will  now  give  figures  to  show  that  the  ratio  of 
trade  to  population  has  varied  but  little  for 
several  years.  The  highest  record  was  in  1873, 
when  the  total  trade  per  head  reached  £41 
19s.  8d. ;  the  imports,  in  consequence  of  the 
large  expenditure  of  borrowed  money,  amount- 
ing at  that  time  to  £22  98. 4d.  per  head,  against 
£11  3s.  8d.  in  1897.  The  values  of  imports 
and  exports  per  head  of  population,  excluding 
Maoris,  were,  for  each  of  the  past  ten  years,  as 
follow: — 


Year. 


Imports 
per  Head. 


Exports 
per  Head. 


Total. 


£     B.     d. 

£    8.    d. 

£     B.     d. 

1888 

9  16    4 

12  16    7 

22  12  11 

1889 

10    6    6 

15    4     6 

25    9  11 

1890 

10    0    2 

15  13    8 

25  13  10 

1891 

10    6    6 

15    3  10 

25  10    4 

1892 

10  16    8 

14  16  11 

25  13     2 

1898 

10    9    0 

13  11    9 

24    0    9 

1894 

9  19  11 

13  11  10 

23  11     9 

1896 

9    4  10 

12    7    0 

21  11  10 

1896 

10    1  11 

13    3    9 

23    5    8 

1897 

11    3    3 

13  17    8 

25    0  11 

Then,  as  a  fair  test,  taks  the  Customs  duties 
per  head  of  the  population :  In  1879  the  amount 
was  £2  16s.  Id.  per  head,  and  in  1897  it  was 
only  £2  18s.,  or  2s.  Id.  per  head  less  than  in 
1879.  The  following  table  shows  the  Customs 
revenue  per  head  of  European  population  sinoe 
1888  up  to  last  year  :— 


1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 


d. 
2 
10 
8 
7 
6 


1893 
1894 
1896 
1896 
1897 


£    s.  d. 

2  10  4 

2    6  4 

2    6  9 

2    9  11 

2  18  0 


And  the  following  gives  the  value  of  imports 
for  each  of  the  past  eight  years : — 

Imports,  Imports, 

Year.  inclusive  of        exclusive 

Specie.  of  Specie. 

1890  ..  ..  6,260.606  6,928,625 

1891  ..  ..  6,503,849  6,431,101 

1892  ..  ..  6,943,056  6,742,644 
1898  ..  ..  6,911,516  6,494,279 

1894  ..  ..  6,788,020  6.990,177 
1896             ..  ..     6,400,129        6,116,958 

1896  ..  ..     7,137,320        7,036.87» 

1897  ..  ..  8,055,223  7,994,201 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  value  of  im- 
ports, exclusive  of  specie,  rose  by  degrees  from 
£5,928,625  in  1890  (the  first  ysarof  the  series) 
till  it  reached  £6,742.544  in   1892;  while  in 

1898  it  showed  a  decline  of  3-68  per  cent.» 
in  1894  a  further  decline  of  7*76  per  cent.,  in 

1895  an  increase  o^  2-10  per  cent.,  in  1896  an 
increase  of  1503  per  cent.,  and  in  1897  a 
further  increase  of  13*63  per  cent.  Thus,  the 
rise  in  the  imports,  exclusive  of  specie,  for  the 
two  last  years,  1896  and  1897,  measured  by 
value,  was  very  great,  being  an  increase  in 
amount  of  £1,878,248,  or  30-71  per  cent,  on 
the  imports  for  the  year  1896,  a  result  in  the 
highest  degree  satisfactory,  as  evidencing  an 
enhanced  power  and  need  of  buying  from 
abroad.  Comparing  the  efforts  of  the  people 
and  the  spending-power  of  the  colony  in  1897 
with  their  position  to-day,  the  result  is  a  com- 
plete and  pleasing  surprise.  Then,  take  the  in- 
debtedness per  head  of  the  population.  In  1890 
it  was  £60  58.  8d.,  and  in  1898  it  is  £60  4s.  lid. 
Therefore,  notwithstanding  all  this  cry  of  heap- 
ing up  the  debt  and  placing  burdens  upon  the 
people  of  the  oolony,  you  have  the  fact  that  it 
is  absolutely  4d.  per  head  less  on  our  population 
to-day  than  it  was  in  the  year  1890.  Now, 
take  the  following  table  for  the  years  1890  to 

1896  inclusive :— 


Years  ended 
8l8t  March. 

Amount  of 

Debentures  and 

Stock  in 

Circulation. 

GrosB 

Indebtedness 

per  Head  of 

European 

Population. 

Amount  of 

Sinking  Fund 

accrued. 

Net 
IndebtednesB. 

Net 
IndebtedneBs 

per  Head 
of  European 
Population. 

1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1896 
1896 
1897 
1898 

38,667,960 
38,830,350 
38,713,068 
39,257,840 
39,826,415 
40,386,964 
43,050.780 
44,366,618 
44,963,424 

£    s.      d. 
62  10     1 
61  19     4 

60  14     8 
59  16    7 
58  17    0 
58  11    6 

61  4    5 
61  16    5 
61    9    0 

1,386.185 

1,487,042 

1,087,862 

1,113.770 

951,924 

751,932 

778,891 

814,294 

'881,903 

& 
87,281,765 
37,343,808 
87,675,206 
38,144,070 
38,874,491 
39,635,032 
42,271,889 
'  43,552,324 
44,081,521 

£       8.     d. 

60    6    8 
59  11  10 

59  2    0 
58    2    7 
57    8  10 
57    9    9 

60  2    4 
60  18    9 
60    4  11 

Digitized  by 


Google 


036        Finaneial  StaUmmi :         [HOUBB.]      Want  of  Cmfidenee.      [Ano.  16 


The  debt  of  the  colony  as  I  have  jiufe  stated 
does  not  include  the  unpaid  loans  raised  by  the 
several  local  bodies,  amounting  at  the  end  of 
March,  1897,  to  £6,793,398,  of  which  sum 
£5,456,700  was  raised  outside  the  colony. 
These,  however,  are  matters  relating  to  the 
finance  of  local  bodies.  These  figures,  Sir,  are 
taken  from  the  Public  Accounts  of  our  colony, 
and  from  the  records.  I  shall  give  another 
test,  and  ik  is  this:  You  are  told  that  the 
Liberal  party  have  driven  away  capital — that 
population  has  been  driven  away,  and  that  we 
are  causing  nothing  but  misery ;  that  we  are 
lowering  the  value  of  land  and  lowering  the 
value  of  properties ;  that  there  is  no  work,  no 
employment--in  fact,  disaster.  Well,  Sir,  if  we 
take  the  credits  of  the  colony  as  a  guide,  what 
do  we  find  ?  In  1891  the  highest  price  obtain- 
able for  our  4-per-cents  was  107^.  What,  Sir, 
was  the  price  of  our  4-per-oents  in  1897? 

An  Hon.  Membsb.— Our  4-per- cents  ? 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Yes,  our  4-per.oents.  They 
were  117 — an  increase  of  £10  per  centum. 
Some  may  say,  '<  It  is  nothing ;  it  is  very 
little " ;  but  I  say,  Sir,  it  is  wonderful  in  the 
extreme  that  it  should  have  happened  with  a 
Liberal  Government  in  power — that  is,  from 
the  Opposition  standpoint.  Now,  if  we  take  the 
8}-percent8,  the  hiRhest  obtainable  for  them 
in  1891  was  98g.  Well,  Sir,  our  Siper-cents 
in  1897  were  111.  Our  3-per-cents  have  been  at 
91 ;  they  are  now  102,  as  the  following  table  will 
show.  The  highest  and  lowest  London  prices 
for  the  New  Zealand  4-,  3}-,  and  3- per- cent, 
stock,  taken  over  a  range  of  ten  years,  are, — 


Tear. 


1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1803 
1694 
1806 
1896 
1897 


4-pe 
Higl 
est. 
104  I 
109; 
lO^ 
107 

loe 

107 

looll 

li:* , 

11^; 

117 


dj^per-cents. 
High-    Low- 


est. 


S-per-cents. 
High-  Low- 
eet.       est. 


io4 

109 


91 
90 


Sir,  I  ask,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  can  any 
one  say  that  the  credit  of  the  colony  has  been 
lowered  ?  It  is  impossible.  The  credit  of  the 
colony  has  not  been  injured.  But  my  time  is 
drawing  to  a  close :  this  time-limit  is  certainly 
troublesome  to  me.  I  should  here  remark 
that,  besides  expenditure  out  of  revenue,  there 
was  also  an  expenditure  out  of  the  Public 
Works  Fond  of  £865,543,  as  follows  :— 
Annual  appropriations- 
Immigration 

Public  Works,  Departmental 

Railways 

Beads  .. 

Development  of  goldfields 

Purchase  of  Native  lands 

Telegraph  extension 

Public  buildings 

Lighthouses,    harbour- works, 
harbour  defences 

Rates  on  Native  lands    . . 

Contingent  defence 

Other  charges   . . 


and 


70 

9,689 

851,600 

290,778 

33,117 

61,503 

29,384 

73,685 

5,295 

157 

10,360 

5 


Total 
Mr.Seddan 


..  £865,543 


I  shall  be  twitted,  no  doubt,  with  the  nwoaA 
that  our  expenditure  has  unduly  increased ;  but 
take  the  departmental  expenditure,  and  my 
reply  to  that  is  this :  We  have  established  new 
services ;  we  have  in  the  natural  order  of  things 
to  meet  the  .increased  requirements  of  the 
colony,  and  to  give  the  people  increased  con- 
veniences. You  cannot  establish  a  system  of 
classification  in  regard  to  the  grain,  and  trade, 
and  dairy  produce — you  cannot  have  your  dairies 
inspected,  or  your  factories  looked  after,  or  the 
evils  by  our  present  social  system  remedied 
without  increasing  the  expenditure.  All  these 
things  cost  money;  and  with  an  increasing 
population  you  must  have  increased  educa- 
tional facilities,  and  the  responsibility  for  pro- 
viding them  must  fall  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
Government.  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  brought  in  the 
scheme  for  the  classification  of  the  Postal  De- 
partment, and  we  have  had  to  finish  it  for  him. 
Therefore,  from  1891  to  1898  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  regard  to  that  department  of  abont 
£57,000;  and  I  say  it  is  not  an  extravagant 
increase,  having  regard  to  our  increasing  popu- 
lation and  the  demands  made  accordingly  for 
necessary  conveniences.  You  have  to  meet  all 
these  demands,  and,  no  doubt,  large  sums  of 
money  are  required ;  but  you  have  no  right  to 
throw  it  at  the  Qovernment  that  they  have 
increased  ;the  expenditure ;  those  honourable 
members  who  voted  for  the  classification  being 
brought  into  force  must  take  the  responsibility 
of  it.  Then,  there  is  the  Railway  Department 
classification,  where  there  is  also  an  increaae. 
Then,  in  view  of  the  abnormal  development  of 
traffic  on  the  railways,  there  must  neceaaarily 
be  an  increased  expenditure.  You  mnst  have 
wagons,  locomotives,  additions  to  open  lines 
— all  these  items  necessarily  entail  expendi- 
ture ;  and,  if  there  is  one  matter  above  all 
others  I  have  mentioned  that  I  think  there  is 
cause  to  be  glad  of  it  is  this :  My  colleague  the 
Minister  for  Railways  has  said  that  after 
January  next  he  is  going  to  put  6d.  a  day  on  to 
the  wages  of  the  men  working  on  the  permanent- 
way  ;  and  that  means  £15,000  a  year  additional 
increase  on  account  of  the  classification.  In 
previous  oases  it  has  been  those  who  have  been 
receiving  large  salaries — the  highly-paid  ones 
— who  have  received  the  advantages  in  this 
respect,  but  now  we  are  starting  at  bed-rock,  and 
we  intend  to  give  a  lift  to  those  poorly  paid 
servants  I  have  mentioned,  even  if  it  does  mean 
a  little  more  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony.  The 
increases  for  these  men  will  put  them  in  a  better 
position,  and  I  shall  keep  on  doing  that  as  we  ad- 
vance. As  regards  sohool-acoommodation,  I  can- 
not say  anything,  but  in  regard  to  the  children, 
fs  ofi  the  better  they  are  clothed  and  the 
^'^'  better  they  are  fed  the  better  I  shall 
like  it.  Now  I  come  to  another  point,  and  I 
know  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  will  take 
great  credit  for  having  been  instrumental  in 
causing  increased  expenditure  in  respect  to 
defence.  He  will  tell  you  that  he  forced  this 
expenditure  on  the  Government,  and  that  at 
last  we  have  seen  the  error  of  oar  ways.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  too  hard  on  that  hononrable 
gentleman ;  but  will  he  claim  that  he  advised 
the  Government  to  change  from  the  Martini- 
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Henxy  lo  the  Martini-Enfield  *808 ?  A  very  large 
portion  of  this  increase — £25,000 — is  wanted 
for  that.  Great  credit  is  taken  for  the  Martini- 
Henry  rifles — that  it  was  changed  on  his 
advice,  and  that  he  caused  the  expenditure. 
Then,  did  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  advise 
m  to  get  a  new  mounting  for  the  guns,  the 
present  mounting  being  behind  the  time? 
That,  Sir,  all  came  from  our  military  expert. 
Then,  did  he  advise  us  to  increase  the  local 
Volunteers?  Notbing  of  the  kind.  Is  he 
responsible  for  the  better  spirit  that  has  been 
infused  into  our  Volunteers  ?  No :  it  is  due 
to  circumstances  over  which  neither  he  nor 
I  have  any  control.  He  is  not  responsible,  I 
hope,  for  the  war  with  Spain,  or  for  the  trouble 
in  China.  And  these  are  all  matters  we  had  to 
weigh  when  dealing  with  this  question  of  de- 
fence ;  and  we  are  bound  to  ask  the  House  to 
give  us  this  increased  expenditure.  Why,  in 
respect  to  the  Gape  of  Qood  Hope — I  have  con- 
sulted their  estimates  and  find  that  provision 
is  made  for  the  new  arm  there  to  the  sum  of 
JS32.000;  and  in  preparing  these  estimates  I 
find  we  have,  without  knowing  it,  been  going 
on  the  same  lines.  The  honourable  gentleman 
will  no  doubt  tell  the  House  that  we  have  been 
foroed  to  increase  the  expenditure  on  the  in- 
spection of  lunatic  asylums  and  on  increased 
accommodation.  I  deny  entirely  that  our 
asylums  are  overcrowded.  I  say  there  have 
been  at  different  times  during  the  last  few 
months  empty  beds  in  Porirna  and  other 
asylums  at  the  time  those  honourable  mem- 
bers will  say  they  forced  me  to  make  pro- 
vision for  increased  accommodation.  There 
has  been  a  deputation  of  medical  men,  and 
tiiere  has  been  a  change  of  treatment  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world  which  has  proved  suc- 
cessful. The  matter  was  brought  before  me, 
and  we  proposed  to  change  the  system,  and 
this  must  of  necessity  call  for  increased  ex- 
penditure. I  wish'  now  to  come  to  another 
point.  I  tell  the  House  and  the  country  that 
it  is  our  interest  to  foster  the  closest  relation- 
ship with  the  Mother-country.  It  would  be 
impolitic  if  we  did  not  do  so,  after  all  she 
has  done  for  us.  She  has  done  a  great  deal 
for  us.  She  has  spent  annually  on  our  be- 
hiJf  very  large  sums  of  money.  She  has  re- 
nounced treaties  with  Germany  and  Belgium 
so  as  to  benefit  her  colonies  ;  and  we  can,  in  my 
opinion,  without  at  all  injuring  ourselves,  help 
those  in  the  Mother-land,  and  there  will  be,  no 
doubt,  and  has  been,  a  reciprocity.  .In  asking 
that  we  should  consider  this  question,  I  am 
doing  that  which  I  believe  to  be  the  wisest 
oourse.  Though  there  may  be  some  who  will 
say  we  are  injuring  some  of  our  workmen  in 
this  colony,  I  say  it  will  drive  away  one  of 
the  greatest  dangers  that  menace  us.  We  can 
compete  with  our  kindred  in  the  Mother- 
country  in  our  industries,  but  we  cannot  com- 
pete vdth  the  long  hours  and  low  pay  which 
«re  the  greatest  danger  that  we  have  in  this 
country.  I  say,  in  return  for  the  help  the 
Mother-country  has  given  us  in  the  past,  it 
would  be  to  the  benefit  of  New  Zealand 
to  give   some  return.    There  might  be  some 


alterations  made  in  our  Customs  tariff  which, 
without  at  all  affecting  our  industries,  would 
stimulate  and  increase  the  commercial  trade 
with  the  Mother-country.  The  total  amount 
involved  would  be  something  like  £50,000  a 
year.  We  offered  to  reciprocate  with  the 
other  colonies,  which  would  have  cost  us 
£15,000  or  £16,000,  and,  after  having  offered 
that,  to  refuse  to  reciprocate  with  the  Mother- 
land, and  seeing  last  year  how  we  were  invited 
to  take  part  in  the  Diamond  Jubilee  celebra- 
tion, and  had  every  hospitality  and  courtesy 
extended  us 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Time  is  up. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  to  thank  honourable 
members,  and  to  say  I  hope  the  Statement 
will  meet  with  the  general  approval  of  the 
House  and  the  country. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawkers  Bay).~Sir,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  boasted  of  the 
Financial  Statement  that  it  is  the  shortest  on 
record.  So  long  as  he  was  working  with  his 
pen  he  was  able  to  restrain  himself,  but  the 
instant  he  feels  himself  on  his  feet  and  sees  he 
has  got  an  audience  his  tongue  runs  away  with 
him,  as  usual,  and  he  makes  a  speech  which  I 
can  only  compare  to  that  he  made  the  other 
night  about  Mr.  Wrigg,  which  was  not  inaptlv 
described  as  *'  buffoonery."  The  practice  which 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Premier  to-night 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  wrong  one  altogether.  He 
followed  the  precedent  which  was  inaugurated 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua,  and 
which  is  decidedly  at  variance  with  parliament- 
ary custom,  and  is  distinctly  an  infringement 
on  the  principles  of  our  Standing  Orders,  by 
making  two  speeches  on  the  question  of  Supply. 
Having  had  the  opportunity  of  delivering  his 
Financial  Statement,  the  ordinary  custom  has 
been,  during  the  many  years  I  have  been  in 
Parliflonent,  for  the  Minister  then  to  allow  the 
question  of  going  into  Supply  to  be  put  without 
himself  making  a  speech.  But  what  a  very 
peculiar  speech  it  was  he  delivered  to-night ! 
He  reminded  me  very  much  of  the  old 
French  proverb,  "Qui  s'excuse  s'accuse,"  for 
before  a  single  word  has  been  uttered  against 
the  Financial  Statement— before  the  debate 
has  even  commenced— he  finds  it  necessary  to 
rise  and  defend  himself,  not  against  debates  in 
the  House,  but  against  the  attacks  of  news- 
papers. We  know,  not  only  from  the  Premier, 
but  from  every  Minister  on  the  Ministerial 
benches,  that  no  newspaper  is  to  be  deemed 
worthy  of  credence  for  half  a  moment,  par- 
ticularly if  the  comments  are  hostile  to  them- 
selves. But  that  Pari  iament  should  have  a  noisy 
speech  of  an  hour  inflicted  on  it  in  a  refutation 
—or  an  attempted  refutation  —  of  newspaper 
criticism  is  a  departure  I  am  sure  the  House 
cannot  approve  of,  however  much,  on  such  an 
occasion  as  this,  a  majority  may  wish  to  con- 
done it.  But  more  parcicularly  was  the  speech 
addressed  in  its  earlier  part  to  an  endeavour  to 
demonstrate  that  the  table  purporting  to  show 
deficits  and  surpluses  on  page  ii  of  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  is  of  itself  absolutely  correct. 
I  shall  endeavour,  as  I  proceed,  to  refute  the 
arguments  which  were  put   forward  by  the 
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Pcemier.  When  I  say  "  the  arguments  which 
were  put  forward  by  the  Premier,'*  I  should 
say  **  the  figures  he  jerked  out " ;  beoause  it 
was  impossible  for  any  person  to  follow  for 
one  minute  the  figures  as  they  came  out  in 
a  disjointed,  jerking  jumble— indicating,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  the  tables  were  prepared  by 
the  department,  that  were  not  understood  by 
the  Premier,  and  that  the  arguments  in  refuta- 
tion of  the  newspaper  criticism  were  also  pre- 
pared by  the  department,  and  were  no  more 
understood  by  the  Premier  than  the  original 
table. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  all  you  know  about 
it. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL.— I  should  just  like  to 
comment  on  the  fact  that  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  said  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  say  the 
Qrey  Government  was  responsible  for  the  de- 
ficit of  £1,522,722  attributed  in  the  table  to 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  I  shall  hope  to  show  it 
was,  and  that  the  Atkinson  Qovemment  were 
in  no  way  responsible  for  it ;  but  that  some 
Treasurer  must  have  been  so  is  evident.  At 
the  time  the  Treasurer — Sir  Harry  Atkinson — 
delivered  his  Financial  Statement  of  accounts 
to  the  3l8t  March,  1879,  after  having  been  only 
a  portion  of  the  finanoial  year  in  office,  there 
was  a  sum  of  £1,522,722  deficit,  which  he,  at 
any  rate,  had  not  had  the  opportunity  to  create. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— £990,000  he  says  he  esti- 
mated it  at. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  am  only  quoting 
from  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier's  own 
table— £1,522,722.  Then  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  went  on  to  say  that  some  honour- 
able members  bad  been  reading  the  news- 
papers. It  was  petfectly  evident  that  he  most 
certainly  had  been  studying  tbem  for  a  very 
considerable  period,  but,  apparently,  he  did  not 
properly  understand  them.  He  then  taunted 
me  with  a  statement  which  I  readily  admit — 
that  I  do  not  know  where  the  public-works 
money  is  being  spent.  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  says  I  ought  to  do  so.  I  maintain 
that  1  do  not,  and  cannot,  know  where  it 
is  being  spent.  I  am  aware,  of  course,  that 
there  are  railway-labourers  at  work  at  one 
portion  of  the  country  or  another.  But,  as 
we  are  unable  to  get  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment down,  and  the  Ministers  themselves  say 
they  are  unable  to  prepare  the  Public  Works 
Statement  until  they  know  what  amount  of 
money  the  House  will  grant,  how  can  I  know 
any  details  as  to  expenditure?  Now,  if  the 
Ministers  who  are  themselves  in  charge  of  the 
departments  do  not  know  how  the  money  is  be- 
ing spent,  how  is  it  possible  for  private  members 
to  tell  where  the  moneys  already  voted  have  been 
expended  ?  It  is  perfectly  true  we  have  voted 
large  sums  of  money  at  the  request  of  the  Pre- 
mier, but  we  do  not  know  where  that  money  is 
being  spent ;  and  if  we  had  had  the  opportunity 
of  knowing,  I  venture  to  say  the  condition  of 
things  which  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  al- 
leges are  now  in  existence — that  is,  that  the 
railway-works  are  at  a  standstill,  and  many 
men  are  constantly  thrown  out  of  employ,  and 
that  we  cannot  get  trucks  for  love  or  money — X 
Captain  BubmU 


say,  if  we  had  bad  any  control  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  money  we  would  have  taken 
ample  care  that  sufficient  provision  was  made 
for  the  construction  of  trucks  and  all  the  necos- 
sary  rolling-stock,  to  insure  that  there  was  an 
ample  supply  of  trucks  and  other  material  to 
carry  the  next  harvest  when  it  comes  on  next 
year,  and  that  men  should  not  have  unneoet- 
sarily  been  thrown  out  of  employ.  The  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  then  gave  us  a  long  disserta- 
tion on  the  incidence  of  the  tariff ;  but  it  ii 
quite  impossible  for  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  to  properly  discuss  the  incidence  of  the 
altered  tariff  when  there  is  a  steady  refusal  on 
the  part  of  the  Qovemment  to  afford  us  any 
information  whatever  as  to  the  effect  of  ita 
alteration. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  says  that  is  laid  on  the  table,  but  aa 
far  as  I  know  that  has  not  been  the  case.  Ai 
all  events,  all  the  information  that  we  are 
anxious  to  obtain  is  withheld  from  us.  Sir,  I 
propose,  before  I  finish  speaking,  to  move  an 
amendment  which,  as  it  is  couched  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  satisfactorily  help  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  out  of  the  difficulty  in  which 
he  finds  himself,  he,  I  am  sure,  will  receive  with 
the  utmost  pleasure  and  good  temper.  Ooz 
object,  I  assure  you,  is  not  to  put  the  Bighi 
Hon.  the  Premier,  metaphorically,  in  a  hole^ 
but  to  do  our  best  to  get  him  out  of  a  very 
uncomfortable  position  in  which  he  finds  hhn- 
self.  I  was  vastly  amused,  as  I  read  the 
Financial  Statement,  to  find  that  the  Premier 
describes  himself,  with  the  modesty  becoming 
to  Uriah  Heep,  as  '*  an  unsophisticated  plodder 
in  the  intricate  labyrinth  of  finance'*;  out  he 
continues  that  he  knows  how  to  keep  on  the 
right  side  of  the  hedge.  I  admit  that  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  does  know  how  to  keep  on 
the  right  side  of  the  hedge.  There  is  no 
person  who  is  more  clever  than  himself  in 
sheltering  himself  from  every  blast  which  can 
possibly  blow,  and  he  keeps  always  an  eye 
lifting  to  see  from  which  quarter  the  wind 
blows,  so  that  he  may  trim  his  sails  to  steer  a 
safe  course  towards  the  haven  of  popularity. 
Though  a  man  of  great  renown,  he  yet  is  willing 
to  sacrifice  any  principle,  and,  I  am  almost 
afraid,  any  of  his  friends,  if  he  can  only  seonre 
even  a  temporary  popularity,  by  acting  as  he 
finds  most  expedient  at  the  particular  moment. 
In  describing  himself  as  a  plodder,  I  am  bound 
to  say — using  a  colloquialism — that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  hit  off  his  character- 
istics to  a  **  t.  '*  Strike  out  the  two  *<  d's  "  from 
**  plodder, "  and  instecMl  thereof  insert  two 
**  t's, "  and  behold  the  man.  Estimating,  how- 
ever, his  capacity,  as  stated  by  himself,  as  a 
plodder  in  finance,  no  one  for  a  moment  must 
believe  him  an  unsophisticated  plodder;  be- 
cause there  is  no  doubt  about  this:  that 
any  person  who  has  brought  down  the  tabla 
on  page  ii  of  the  Financial  Statement  cannot 
be  described  as  an  unsophisticated  plodder,  but 
one  who  has  been  guilty  of  a  sophisticated  per- 
version of  facts.  The  table  is  rather  a  delibe- 
rate effort  to  hide  the  facts  as  to  the  paat. 
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finance  of  the  colony.  For  myself,  I  confess 
that  I  pretend  to  no  financial  skill.  Financial 
skill  seems  to  me  to  consist  mostly  in  a  joggling 
with  figures  representing  other  people's  money, 
and  when  the  financial  wizard  has  completed 
his  performance  he  makes  his  bow  and  quits 
the  stage,  leaving  an  empty  sack  for  those  who 
come  after  him.  I  am  f cee  to  confess  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  is  a  wizard.  I 
forgot — he  claims  only  to  be  a  ploddec :  it  is 
the  honourable  member  for  Awarua  who  is 
called  **  the  wizard  of  finance.''    But  when  the 

{>lodder  in  finance  and  the  wizard  of  finance 
eave  that  side  of  the  House  and  come  over  to 
the  Opposition  benches  the  result  will  be  there 
will  be  very  little  left  in  the  sack  for  their 
successors  to  deal  with.  I  cannot  help  feeling 
that  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the  honour- 
able member  is  no  unsophisticated  plodder  in 
finance ;  yet  I  cannot  conceive  that  any  man 
would,  unless  by  error,  have  been  guilty  of 
preparing  a  table  stretching  back  for  over  a 

auarter  of  a  century,  and  which  reflects  upon 
le  ability  of  his  predecessors  in  office,  and 
some  of  whom,  poor  men,  have  passed  away 
and  are  no  longer  able  to  defend  themselves. 
Bat  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  table  is 
in  itself  a  most  extraordinary  one ;  and  I  trust- 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  if  there  have 
been  errors  in  the  past,  those  who  have  most 
sinned  in  overestimating  the  revenue- produc- 
ing powers  of  the  colony  have  come  from  the 
buoyant  spirits  of  the  Government  side  of  the 
House,  and  not  from  the  pessimistic  politi- 
cians who  usually  work  with  the  party  I  have 
so  long  been  connected  with.  On  examining 
the  Financial  Statement  I  cannot  help  feeling 
that,  though  there  is  a  superficial  air  of  frank- 
ness about  it,  in  reality  it  is  compiled  more 
with  the  idea  of  concealing  the  true  position 
of  affairs,  and  by  innuendoes  trying  to  draw  a 
comparison  favourable  to  the  present  Govern- 
ment, than  putting  a  businesslike  record  be- 
fore members.  Most  of  the  assertions  in  it  are  an 
endeavour  to  induce  the  people  to  believe  in  a 
condition  of  prosperity  which  is  unwarranted 
by  the  facts,  rather  than  to  disclose  fully  the 
true  position  of  the  colony.  I  will  here  pause 
to  ask.  Is  it  necessary  or  is  it  desirable  that 
there  should  always  be  so  large  a  surplus  as 
the  surplus  which  the  Premier  boasts  of  at  the 
present  moment  ?  I  do  not  propose,  upon  this 
occasion,  to  discuss  as  to  whether  there  is  the 
surplus  he  states  there  is,  or  whether  it  does 
not  exist;  but,  assuming  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment that  there  is  a  surplus  of  £521,000— in 
round  numbers,  10  per  cent,  of  the  revenue^ 
is  it  good  statesmanship  to  have  so  large  a 
surplus  as  that  ?  And  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  is  a  very  open  question  whether  it  is 
wise  that  there  should  be  any  but  a  very 
moderate  surplus.  That  we  should,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  Premier,  keep  upon  the 
right  *  side  of.  the  hedge  I  admit  is  essen- 
tial; but  that  there  should  be  out  of  so 
sm^  a  revenue  as  ours  a  surplus  of  £521,000 
is  a  proof  either  that  the  Treasurer  was  ig- 
norant of  the  financial  position  of  the  colony 
when  he  prepared  his  estimates  of  revenue,  or 


Intentionally  overestimated  his  expenditure' 
and  underestimated  his  receipts.  In  any  case, 
it  is  wrong  that  there  should  be  so  large  a 
surplus  as  £521,000  at  the  end  of  the  financial 
year,  for  the  inevitable  result  of  large  sur- 
pluses is  that  there  is  no  desire  for  economy ; 
that  so  long  as  the  House  feels  the  revenue  is 
so  buoyant  that  there  are  large  sums  in  hand 
at  the  end  of  each  year  there  is  necessarily  a 
very  slight  desire  on  the  part  of  members  to 
insist  upon  that  frugal  finance  and  economical 
administration  which  it  is  the  first  duty  of 
members  to  carefully  study  and  insist  upon. 
That  the  principle  may  be  right  of  carrying  a 
certain  sum  from  revenue  to  public  works  is 
a  matter  I  have  not  time  now  to  dilate  upon  ; 
but  when  we  get  an  opportunity  to  deoate 
the  Public  Works  Statement,  then  will  be 
the  time  for  such  subjects  as  that  to  come 
on  for  discussion.  As  I  said  incidentally 
the  other  night,  so  I  repeat,  the  enormous 
sums  we  have  paid  away  in  interest  since  the 
public-works  policy  would,  if  a  return  were 
laid  before  honourable  members,  make  them  so 
fairly  aghast  with  our  own  extravagance  that 
they  would  at  once  admit  it  is  dangerous  to  go 
on  borrowing  indefinitely,  and  spending  money, 
the  interest  on  which  has  annually  to  be  sent 
out  of  the  colony,  as  we  have  been  doing  for 
the  last  twenty -eight  years.  But  were  we 
justified— I  should  rather  say.  Is  the  Premier 
justified  in  making  his  estimates  of  revenue 
so  very  low  in  the  present  Budget?  The 
revenue,  I  see,  is  estimated  altogether  at 
£33,930  less  than  last  year.  The  Premier,  as 
he  spoke  just  now,  told  us  that  we  must  not  al- 
ways anticipate  days  of  prosperity,  but  he  has 
given  us  no  hint  whatever  that  he  has  reason 
to  believe  the  condition  of  the  colony  will  be 
less  prosperous  this  year  than  it  has  been  for 
the  last  three  or  four  years.  If  such  is  the 
case,  he  has  never  hinted  at  it  to  us.  We  have 
had  no  cause  for  forming  such  an  opinion 
as  that,  and  we  do  know  that  the  Customs 
revenue  as  shown  by  the  quarterly  returns 
does  not  show  any  appreciable  alteration 
whatever.  But  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment we  are  reminded  of  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  community  ;  again,  of  the 
continued  prosperity  of  the  colony  ;  next, 
of  the  increasing  output  of  coal  and  gold.  I 
am  afraid  the  estimate  of  the  export  of  gold  is 
not  accurate,  but  it  is  so  mentioned  in  the 
Statement.  Then  we  are  told  of  the  satis- 
factory settlement  of  the  people  on  the  land, 
and  of  the  disappearance  of  the  swaggers,  and 
so  on ;  and  we  are  told  almost  incessantly  of 
the  prosperity  of  the  country.  And  yet,  not- 
withstanding the  large  increase  in  the  revenue 
the  year  before,  we  are  told  the  Oolonial 
Treasurer  dare  not  estimate  the  revenue  as 
likely  to  be  so  great  as  last  year  by  £83,990. 
Later  on  I  will  draw  the  attention  of  honour- 
able members  to  the  report  of  the  District 
Managers  in  connection  with  the  prospects  of  the 
railway  traffic  during  this  next  year;  and, 
though  it  will  be  found  in  the  tables  attached 
to  the  Financial  Statement  that  the  esti- 
mated railway  revenue  is  set  down  at  £579 
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lees  this  year  thftn  it  was  last  year,  yet  every 
single  Traffio  Manager  throughout  the  whole  of 
New  Zealand  represents  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer that  he  may  expeot  a  considerably  in- 
creased amount  of  traffio,  and  a  particularly 
busy  year.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  estimate 
is  set  down  £500  odd  less  this  year  than  last 
year.  What  is  tbe  reason  for  all  this  ?  Is  this 
not  the  secret  of  how  surpluses  are  concocted  ? 
Does  not  the  Colonial  Treasurer  persistently 
underestimate  bis  revenue  by  several  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  pounds,  and  overestimate 
his  ezpenees,  with  the  view — the  sole  view 
— of  creating  a  bogus  surplus  next  year,  and 
thereby  saying,  *'  Uow  elastic  the  colony's  reve- 
nues are ;  how  strong  our  credit  ought  to  be ; 
and  what  a  magnificent  Treasurer  I  am"? 
I  am  altogether  unable,  for  want  of  sufficient 
data,  which  is  withheld  by  Ministers,  to  discuss 
the  question  of  the  incidence  of  the  Cus- 
toms tari£f.  It  is  a  very  difficult  thing  at  any 
time  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  as  to  what  is  the 
«zact  efiect  of  the  alteration  of  taxation  under 
the  Customs  tariff,  unless  one  is  supplied  with 
iuU  and  ample  returns.  But  I  only  allude  to 
the  subject  here  because  there  is  a  special 
paragraph  inserted  in  the  Financial  Statement 
dealing  with  the  question.  The  Premier,  in 
bis  capacity  as  Colonial  Treasurer,  adds  to- 
gether the  results  of  the  Customs  duties,  the 
beer  duty,  and  the  imports  for  the  years  1896- 
97  and  1897-98,  and,  striking  an  average  for 
these  two  years,  he  represents  to  us  that  the 
Customs  revenue  shows  an  increase  of  8'6  per 
-cent.,  the  beer  duty  of  7*3  per  cent.,  and  that 
the  total  value  of  the  imports  rose  12-2  per 
cent.',  and  upon  these  figures  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier  leads — not  the  House,  because  his 
assertion  is  taken  very  little  notice  of  in  this 
House  ;  but,  as  we  heard  him  just  now  alluding 
to  newspapers,  so  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment he  is  endeavouring  to  address  a  wider 
audience  than  is  found  within  the  boundary 
of  this  chamber — he  is  endeavouring  to  con- 
vince the  world  that  the  Customs  duties  have 
not  increased  owing  to  the  alterations  made  in 
the  tariff  in  1895.  I  have  here  a  return  which 
bears  very  materially  upon  the  point,  and  I 
think  it  is  more  reliable  than  this  calculation 
of  the  Premier's ;  but  before  I  quote  it  I  will 
just  continue.  Daring  the  year  1896-97  there 
was,  as  seen  by  the  Financial  Statement,  a 
very  remarkable  increase  in  the  value  of  the 
imports.  How  to  account  for  the  fact  that  the 
percentage  of  imports  was  in  that  year  greatly 
m  excess  of  the  percentage  of  Customs  duties 
levied  on  them  I  cannot  at  present  understand ; 
but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  there  were  two 
or  three  very  disturbing  causes.  There  had 
been,  of  course,  the  alteration  of  the  Customs 
Duties  Act,  in  anticipation  of  which  the  whole 
of  the  importers  and  dealers  of  the  colony 
allowed  their  stocks  to  get  extremely  low,  or 
kept  them  in  bond ;  and,  in  addition  to  that, 
during  the  year  1896-97  we  had  the  unfortu- 
nate mining  boom,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
mining  machinery,  coming  free  of  duty,  was 
imported.    Therefore,  taking  all  these  ciroum- 

istances  into  consideration 

Captain  RubmU 


An  Hon.  Mbxbbb. — There  was  6  per  oent. 
on  mining  machinery. 

Captain  BUSSBLL.— Not  on  mining  mft. 
chinery. 

An  Hon.  Mbicbeb.— Yes. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— No.  The  hononrahle 
member  can  look  it  up  for  himself.  I  looked 
it  up  last  night,  and  I  am  right  in  saying  that 
mining  machinery  oomes  in  free  under  the 
Customs  Duties  Act  of  1895. 

g^         Mr.   C ADMAN.— Gold-saving   ma- 
'     chinery,  not  mining  machinery. 

Captain  BUSSELL.  —  "  Gold-savhsg  "  —  is 
that  it?  We  will  get  the  Act  presently,  and 
see  whether  I  am  right  or  whether  I  am 
wrong.  I  am,  unfortunately,  unlike  the  Pre- 
mier, because  I  am  unable  to  boast  that  I 
have  never  been  wrong  in  my  life;  but  I  do 
not  think  I  am  wrong  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.~The  amount  I  received  for 
mining  machinery  was  £8,000. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— That  goes  far  to  prove 
my  argument  that  there  was  a  large  importa- 
tion of  mining  machinery,  because,  if  I  am 
wrong  in  stating  that  it  does  come  in  free — I 
am  quite  certain  a  considerable  quantity  of 
gold-saving  apparatus  does  come  in  free — and, . 
at  any  rate,  if  I  am  not  right  in  sa^ng  that  it 
does  come  in  free,  it  is  only  dutiable  to  the 
very  low  amount  of  5  per  cent. ;  and,  takuig 
the  whole  quantity  of  gold-saving  and  gold- 
mining  machinery  imported,  the  percentage  of 
duty  at  the  very  outside  on  the  two  classes  of 
gold  machinery  would  not  exceed  2}  per  cent. ; 
and  I  think  you  will  find,  when  it  oomes  to  the 
point,  that  I  am  right  in  saying  it  does  not 
pay  duty  at  all.  However,  the  adding  together 
of  the  results  of  two  years  —  striking  an 
average,  and  trying  to  induce  the  public  to 
believe,  on  account  of  that  average  during 
those  two  years,  that  it  fairly  represents  a 
fixed  ratio  between  the  increased  Customs  daty 
and  the  increased  amount  of  the  imports 
— in  itself  proves  nothing  at  all,  beoanse 
there  were  the  disturbing  circumstances  of 
the  mining  boom,  and  the  disarrangement  of 
trade  caused  by  the  tariff  in  the  years  1896-97, 
which  must  not  be  overlooked.  But  when  we 
come  to  the  next  year,  when  those  two  dis- 
turbing causes  have  practically  ceased — when 
they  have  passed  away— the  result  is  abso- 
lutely different.  We  find,  Sir,  the  imports 
during  the  next  year  increased  only  4*5  per 
cent.,  whilst  the  duties  increased  very  nearly 
double  that  sum — that  is,  7*05  per  oent. ;  and, 
therefore,  that  stress  which  the  Premier  lays 
on  the  average  of  the  two  preceding  years  is 
counteracted  entirely  by  the  more  true  posi- 
tion which  comes  when  the  mining  boom  and 
the  tariff  question  have  become  quiet,  and  the 
normal  condition  of  the  imports  and  Customs 
duties  has  returned.  There  is  also  the  other 
point  which  I  want  to  quote— which  I  alluded 
to  a  few  minutes  since  —  which  will  show 
pretty  conclusively  that  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Premier  was  wrong  altogether  in  his  assertion 
that  the  increased  Customs  duties  have  not 
pressed  hardly  on  the  people,  for  in  the  year  189i 
—that  is,  the  year  before  the  increeaed  taciif 
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was  brought  into  operation — the  amount  per 
head  of  Gostoms  taxation  of  the  population  was 
£2  6e.  4d.,  but  in  the  year  1897— that  is,  after 
tiie  tariff  ie  brought  into  operation  and  it  has 
had  time  to  settle  into  a  normal  oondition — it 
has  risen  to  £2  ISs.  per  head  of  the  population 
— an  increase  of  6s.  6a.  per  head— man,  woman, 
and  ohild.  These  figures  seem  to  me  to  refute 
entirely  the  argument  which  the  Premier 
endeaToured  to  put  in  foroe,  that  there  has 
been  no  increase  of  pressure  upon  the  people 
through  the  Customs,  consequent  upon  the 
alteration  in  the  tariff  in  1895.  Therefore, 
there  are  these  two  salient  facts:  that  the 
ratio  between  the  imports  and  the  Customs 
duties  rose  enormously  in  the  year  1897,  and 
the  actual  sum  paid  per  head  of  population,  as 
shown  in  a  return  of  the  Statistical  Depart- 
ment, had  increased  by  the  sum  of  68.  8d. 
from  the  year  1894  to  the  year  1897.  Now, 
Sir,  one  or  two  words  upon  the  question  of 
the  preferential  duties.  1  wish  the  Premier 
had  told  us  what  he  really  meant.  He 
waved   his  hand,  and  he   talked  about   Im- 

girialism,  about  intimate  oonneotion  with  the 
Id  Country,  and  so  forth;  but  what  did  he 
mean?  I  will  tell  you  what,  in  my  opinion, 
he  meant:  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  know 
exactly  what  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  Premier's 
mind  under  any  circumstances.  I  am,  how- 
erer,  rather  inclined  to  think  this :  When  he 
was  under  the  influence  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  at  the  Jubilee  cele- 
brations, he  made  a  statement  that  it  would 
be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  colonies  to  give 
preferential  duties  to  the  Mother-country,  and 
that  he  would  consult  his  colleagues  on  his  re- 
turn and  see  what  could  be  done  upon  the  sub- 
ject. He  now  comes  to  the  House  and  breathes 
certain  vague  hints,  but  if  he  had  been  genuine 
in  his  convictions  that  there  should  be  a  pre- 
ferential tariff— if  he  had  done  his  duty  not 
only  to  the  promise  which  he  made,  but, 
what  is  of  still  more  importance,  if  he  had 
done  his  duty  to  the  colony- he  would,  at  any 
rate,  not  have  left  the  question  in  the  position 
it  is  now  in.  What  is  any  importer  to  under- 
stand by  reading  the  Financial  Statement? 
What  is  the  position  ?  I  refer  honourable 
members  to  page  vii  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment, and  there  we  are  told — 

**  Now,  on  broad  lines  of  general  policy,  I 
submit  that  it  would  be  unwise,  impolitic,  and 
injurious  to  the  colony  to  attempt  to  materially 
interfere  with  the  tariff  under  existing  con- 
ditions, and  would  be  indefensible.  Great 
injuries  would  aocrue,  which  would  not  by  any 
means  be  counterbalanced  by  any  remission 
that  might  be  made.  As  yet  there  has  not 
been  sufficient  time  to  gauge  accurately  the 
position.  We  have  had  two  years  of  prosperity : 
ema  we  absolutely  and  accurately  say  how  long 
this  will  continue  ?  Should  there  be  a  change 
in  the  tariff,  let  it  be  made  on  the  broad  lines 
that  there  was  too  much  indirect  taxation,  and 
oonespondingly  too  little  from  direct  taxation. 
Tinkering  with  the  tariff  should  be  avoided." 

I  would  like  to  know  what  this  suggestion 
is.    Is  it  not  a  proposal  ?    And  yet  ho  says  dis- 


tinctly at  the  end  that  tinkering  with  the  tariff 
should  be  avoided. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— It  is  not  a  material  altera- 
tion. 

Captain  RUSSELL. —  "  Not  a  material  al- 
teration "1  I  am  quite  prepared  to  believe 
that  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  thinks  so» 
for  he  does  not  know,  he  does  not  understand, 
how  delicate  all  these  fiscal  questions  are,  and 
if  we  are  to  touch  the  tariff,  now  far-reaching 
the  effects  may  be.  It  is  known  that  between 
five  and  six  million  pounds'  worth  of  goods  are 
exported  annually  from  Australasia  to  Ger- 
many, and  if  there  is  any  meaning  in  the 
suggestion  it  is  that  we  shall  have  preferential 
duties  for  the  express  object  of  checking  trade 
with  Germany.  That  may  be  right  or  wrong, 
but  it  is  a  very  broad  question  indeed,  and  one 
that  ought  to  be  -dealt  with  in  a  broad  and 
comprehensive  manner,  and  should  not  be 
merely  casually  alluded  to  in  a  paragraph  in 
the  Financial  Statement,  apparently  without  a 
solitary  object  except  that  of  gaining  a  little 
kudos  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
introduces  it.    On  page  ix  we  find, — 

'*Beference  has  already  been  made  in  Hia 
Excellency's  Speech  to  the  important  questien 
of  preferential  duties  on  goods  manufactured 
in  the  Mother- country.  I  think  the  time  has 
now  come  when  we  might  with  advantage 
make  a  substantial  concession,  in  the  shape  of 
granting,  say,  a  remission  of  5  per  cent,  of  the 
duties  now  imposed  on  this  class  of  goodl. 
This  remission,  if 'made,  will  probably  amount 
to  £50,000." 

Well,  if  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  really 
meant  to  give  effect  to  that — if  he  had  been 
genuine  in  his  convictions— I  maintain  it  was 
his  duty  to  have  brought  down  a  resolution  for 
the  consideration  of  Parliament  the  very  instant 
he  had  finished  delivering  the  Financial  State- 
ment. There  ought  to  have  been  some  finality 
to  the  question.  There  ought  to  have  been  a 
resolution  passed,  so  that  importers  would 
know  exactly  what  the  position  was  to  be.  The 
resolution  would  not  have  had  any  effect  with 
regard  to  the  tariff,  except  for  the  time  being, 
until  a  Bill  to  give  effect  to  the  resolution  had 
come  down  for  discussion.  To  state  the  ques- 
tion and  to  leave  it  as  it  is  at  the  present  time 
I  am  sure  is  utterly  and  absolutely  wrong. 
Well,  Sir,  my  time  is  getting  on,  and  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tions of  defence  or  lunatic  asylums,  though 
possibly  I  may  be  able  to  do  so  on  some  future 
occasion .  But  what  I  want  to  ask  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  now  is  the  table  on  page  ii ;  and  I 
again  repeat  that,  though  my  figures  may  not 
be  so  intelligible  to  honourable  members  as  I 
could  wish,  I  will  endeavour  to  make  them  so ; 
and  I  am  fully  convinced  of  this :  that  they 
cannot  be  less  intelligible  to  honourable  mem- 
bers than  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier's  were  to 
me,  as  he  read  them.  Let  us  examine  the 
position  exactly  as  we  find  it  out  of  the  puUio 
documents.  The  charge  in  the  Finaocial  State- 
ment would  appear  to  me  to  be  an  ungenerous 
one,  from  whatever  cause  arising.  Honourable 
members  must  not  run  away  with  the  idea  thai 
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thii  is  A  mere  qaestioa  of  book-keeping.  I 
maintain,  the  implication  in  the  words  of  the 
Kight  Hon.  the  Premier  ia  that  year  by  Tear  the 
Ck>lonial  Treasurers  had  a  deficit  until  he  him- 
self came  into  office—or,  rather,  until  his  party 
eame  into  office — and  then  everything  changed. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  show  that  this  was  not  the 
case,  premising  always  by  this :  that  I  main- 
tain that  the  only  true  surplus  is  the  difference 
between  the  receipts  and  the  expenditure  of  the 
financial  year.  All  other  sums  of  money  dealt 
with  are  a  mere  addition  to  or  the  carrying 
forward  of  accounts;  but  the  true  way  to 
ascertain  the  surplus  or  deficit  of  tbe  year  is 
to  find  out  what  the  revenue  has  been  and 
what  the  expenditure  ;  then  if  the  revenue  has 
exceeded  the  expenditure  there  is  a  surplus; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  expenditure  has  ex- 
ceeded the  revenue  there  is  a  deficit.  That  is 
the  basis  on  which  I  am  basing  my  argument, 
and  I  am  sure  it  must  commend  itself  to  all 
honourable  members  that  that  is  a  fair  way  to 
endeavour  to  put  the  position.  Under  those 
circumstances  I  guarantee  to  prove  that  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  during  the  time  he  was  Trea- 
-  surer,  and  pertaining  to  which  there  is  the 
allegation  as  shown  in  the  table  on  page  ii— 
that  deficits  were  of  annual  recurrence — had  in 
reality  a  surplus,  and  not  the  deficits  stated  by 
the  Kight  Hon.  the  Premier.  I  will  read  the 
fitatement  that  I  consider  unjustifiable  : — 

"  I  subjoin  a  table  of  balances  of  the  Ordi- 
.nary  Revenue  Account,  year  by  year,  since 
1871t  showing  the  amount'of  surplus  or  defi- 
ciency at  the  close  of  each  year,  also  the  amount 
of  debentures  issued  in  aid  of  revenue.  From 
whatever  cause  arising,  this  table,  at  any  rate, 
shows  at  a  glance  that  the  finance  of  the 
Liberal  Administration  for  the  last  seven  years 
has  been  successful — nay,  it  may  be  truly  ob- 
served that  the  balances  during  that  period 
form  a  marked  contrast  in  our  favour  to  those 
under  the  successive  Conservative  Ghovern- 
ments.  We  have  often  been  taunted  that  we 
know  nothing  of  finance — not  even  the  rudi- 
ments ;  but,  although  only  an  unsophisticated 
plodder  in  the  intricate  labyrinth  of  finance,  I 
claim  to  know,  at  any  rate,  how  to  keep  on  the 
right  side  of  the  ledger." 

It  is,  however,  to  this  passage  that  I  al- 
lude:— 

**  Perhaps  it  was  our  predecessors'  high-class 
ability  in  financial  matters  which  so  constantly 
produced  an  underestimated  expenditure  ana 
overestimated  revenue,  with  the  result  of  land- 
ing them  in  financial  deficits." 

That  is  a  distinct  implication  that  it  was 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  knowledge  of 
the  probable  yearly  revenue  and  expenditure 
of  the  colony  that  caused  the  deficits  which 
are  misleadingly  shown  in  this  Financial 
Statement.  The  first  I  intend  to  allude  to  is 
that  of  the  year  1890,  which  shows  a  deficit  of 
£1,522,722,  and  which  is  charged  against  Sir 
Hany  Atkinson.  It  is  true  that  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier,  in  addressing  the  House 
this  evening,  dared  not  say  that  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  caused  that  deficit.  He  dared  not 
do  80  when  he  wae  talking  to  honourable  mem- 
Captain  RtuuU 


bera  who  anderetand  something  of  the  sabjeot, 
though  through  the  Financial  Statement  ithae 
been  circulated  far  and  wide.  It  ia  well 
known,  of  coarse,  that  if  a  person  starts  a 
fabrication,  and  lets  it  travel  over  the  country 
for  a  week,  it  is  difficult  to  overtake  it.  That, 
however,  is  a  favourite  practice  adopted  as  a 
principle  by  the  Premier.  In  this  instance 
he  has  told  the  world  that  his  predeces- 
sor in  office  had  a  deficit  of  £1,522,722  in 
the  year  1880.  Let  us  examine  the  position. 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  came  into  office  on 
the  8th  October,  1879,  and  honourable  mem- 
bers will  understand  that,  coming  into 
office  at  that  period  of  the  year,  he  could  not 
possibly  be  responsible  for  the  deficit  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  Treasury  administra- 
tion was  such  at  that  time  that  not  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  months  had  there  been  any 
Financial  Statement  delivered  to  the  Hoaae. 
The  Premier  was  supporting  that  Government. 
And  on  the  day  on  which  the  Financial  State- 
ment was  expected  in  the  House  a  series  of 
tables  was  laid  on  the  table  without  a  word 
of  explanation,  consequent,  no  doubt,  on  dis- 
cussions between  Sir  George  Grey  and  Mr. 
Ballance.  Be  that  as  it  may,  when  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  delivered  his  first  Financial  State- 
ment, to  the  end  of  his  first  financial  year 
there  was  shown  a  deceit  of  £1,522^22 ;  bat,  aa 
that  honourable  gentleman  had  been  in  offioe 
only  a  portion  of  that  year,  it  is  impossible 
that  he  can  be  aocnsed  of  being  respon- 
sible for  that  deficit.  It  was  attributable, 
of  course,  to  the  Government  which  had 
been  in  office  before  him,  during  which  time 
the  late  Mr.  Ballance  and  Sir  George  Grey  had 
been  alternately  Colonial  Treasurer.  At  any 
rate,  there  is  the  incontestable  fact  that  that 
£1,522,722  was  the  deficit  left  by  his  prede- 
cessors in  office,  and  that  it  was  not  created 
by  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  It  is  impossible  to 
deny  that.  Very  well,  then,  we  go  to  the  year 
1881,  and  that  is  the  first  year  in  whioh  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  was  really  responsible.  In 
that  year  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  aeta 
the  deficit  down  at  £1,887,660.  As  the  Pre- 
mier  allowed  that  sum  to  be  set  down  in  a 
table  in  the  Financial  Statement,  and  aa  he 
has  delivered  that  Statement  to  this  Hooae,  he 
is  therefore  responsible  for  it.  I  maintain 
that  when  he  told  the  House  there  was  that 
deficit  he  knew  there  was  no  deficit,  but  a 
surplus,  though  only  a  small  one.  I  may  teO 
you  that  when  he  deliberately  made  that  state- 
ment not  only  was  he  not  uncertain  upon 
the  subject,  but  he  absolutely  knew,  when 
he  said  there  was  a  deficit  for  the  year 
of  £1,837,660,  that  it  was  not  the  faot. 

Mr.  SBDDON.—Ko.  I  maintain  the  table 
is  correct. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— It  seems  impossible  to 
get  the  Premier  to  admit  anything,  but  he  moat 
have  had  the  blue-books  in  his  hand,  or  theoreti- 
cally he  must  have  had  them,  because  he  ia  a 
Colonial  Treasurer,  and  is  responsible  for  the 
statement  made  to  the  House ;  and  I  will  show 
this— and  I  hope  my  figures  will  be  checked  bj 
the  records  in^the  Appendices :  that  the  reoeipta 
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'  for  that  year  were  £8,461,683,  and  the  expen- 
diture was  £3,434,97$,  leaving  a  sarplua — only 
a  email  one,  no  doubt— on  the  year's  transac- 
tions of  £26,706,  though  the  Premier  has  the 
audacity  to  publish  to  the  world  that  there  was 
a  deficit  created— mind,  by  Sir  Harry  Atkinson 
—of  £1,837,660.  I  assert,  nothing  could  be 
more  unfair  or  more  ungenerous  than  the 
attempt  to  damage  the  character  of  his 
TOedeoessor  as  a  Treasurer,  as  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Premier  has  endeavoured  to  do. 
We  will  now  go  on  to  the  next  alleged 
deficit.  In  the  year  1882,  which  was  in 
reality  the  first  year  during  which  the  finance 
of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  really  in  full  ope- 
ration—for the  evils  of  previous  bad  adminis- 
tration cannot  be  remedied  in  a  moment — 
daring  the  whole  of  the  preceding  year  in  which 
Bit  Harry  Atkinson  came  into  office  the  finance 
was  one  of  exceptional  difficulty.  The  circum- 
stances that  existed  when  Sir  Harry  Atkinson 
oame  into  office  were  such  that  you  could 
scarcely  hold  him  responsible  if  there  was  a 
deficit,  although  I  have  conclusively  shown  to 
the  House  that  there  was  a  surplus.  In  the 
following  year  the  Premier,  with  bis  usual 
Ingenuity,  shows  a  deficit  of  £1,628,316;  but  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  you  that  the  Premier 
knew  exactly  what  he  was  doing  when  he 
made  his  statement,  and  he  made  it  knowing 
it  to  be  absolutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  shall  be  able  to  prove 
it  by  the  figures,  and  you  may  know  that  they 
are  perfectly  conclusive,  as  they  are  taken  from 
the  Financial  Statement.  Taking  the  receipts 
for  the  year,  they  were  £3,488,170— these  figures 
are  not  my  invention,  they  are  taken  from  the 
Financial  Statement- and  the  expenditure  was 
£8,278,820,  leaving  a  surplus  of  £209,350,  and 
not  a  deficit  of  £1,628,316  as  stated.  And  now 
for  my  proof  that  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier 
knew  when  he  was  compiling  the  table  that  he 
was  incorrect  when  he  said  the  deficit  of  the 
year  was  £1,628,316.  The  alleged  deficit  of  the 
year  before  was  £1,837,666.  If  you  subtract 
from  these  figures  the  actual  surplus  of  the 
year— £209,350- you  will  find  that  it  produces 
the  exact  amount  stated  by  the  Premier  as  the 
deficit,  thus  proving  he  knew  the  result  of  the 
financial  year  had  been  a  surplus,  as  stated 
by  me,  of  £209,350,  and  that  he  had  seen  the 
figures;  and,  instead  of  there  being  a  deficit, 
•a  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  has  endeavoured 
to  prove,  he  knew  there  was  actually  a  sur- 
ploe.  The  decrease  in  the  alleged  deficit 
proves  that  the  finance  of  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son had  been  deserving  of  praise ;  but  the  Pre- 
mier misrepresented  the  facts  with  the  en- 
-deavour  to  prove  that  there  was  a  deficit. 
That  is  distinctly  proved,  and  in  what  he  is 
•doing  now  he  is  deliberately  misrepresenting 
matters  so  as  to  impugn  the  financial  ability 
of  his  predecessor  in  office.  I  say  nothing 
«ould  be  more  ungenerous  than  that. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— What  about  the  conver- 
«ioos  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  am  only  working  on 
AOtqal   figuxes.     Honourable  members  must 


understand  that  I  do  not  propose  to  disonss 
the  system  of  conversion.  X  am  adducing 
arguments  upon  the  fact  that  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier  in  this  Statement  endeavours  to 
show  that  year  by  year  Sir  Harry  Atkinson 
in  carrying  on  his  finance  overestimated  his 
revenue  and  underestimated  his  expenditure, 
and  therefore  landed  the  colony  in  a  deficit  year 
after  year.  I  think  I  shall  convince  everybody 
that  this  was  not  the  csise.  Now,  we  will  come 
to  the  next  year— 1683.  In  the  year  1883  the 
Premier  admits  there  was  a  surplus  of  £35,549 ; 
but  there  is  a  foot-note  which  says  that  that 
surplus  was  simply  the  result  of  loan-money. 
When  the  Premier  caused  that  foot- note  to  be 
put  to  the  Financial  Statement,  he  must  have 
known  the  £35,549  was  not  loan-money,  and  I 
think  I  can  prove  by  figures  that  there  was 
intentional  misrepresentation  as  to  the  loan- 
money.  The  position  was  this:  that  the 
revenue  of  this  year  was  £3,470,250 ;  the  bal- 
ance carried  forward  from  the  year  before  was 
£203,683,  making  a  total  of  £3,673,933  ;  whilst 
the  expenditure  was  £3,638.384.  The  balance 
of  the  surplus  from  the  actual  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  that  year  was  £35,549,  as  shown 
by  the  Financial  Statement,  which  the  Premier 
now  says  was  the  result  of  borrowed  money. 
The  Premier  may  laugh. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Tell  us  why.  The  operation 
was  simple.  He  converted  bills  for  £1.832,000 
into  permanent  debt.  The  debtor  account  was 
£1,796,450  128.  lid. :  thus  £35,549  7s.  Id.  was 
the  balance  of  the  borrowed  money. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— I  have  been  endeavour- 
ing to  settle  the  point,  in  which  I  hope  I  have 
made  myself  intelligible  to  the  House,  as  to  a 
surplus  being  the  difference  between  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  year  and  the  disbursements  of  the 
year.  This  Statement  endeavours  to  show  that 
there  was  an  actual  loss  on  the  annual  current 
expenditure  of  each  year,  which  I  hope  I  have 
proved  to  every  impartial  person  was  a  gross 
misrepresentation ;  and  here  I  pass  on  until  we 
arrive  at  the  year  1891.  There,  again,  is  a  sur- 
plus admitted,  which  was  in  reality  created  by 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  but  there  is  no  foot-note  to 
the  table  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  amount,  which  is  credited  to  the  colleague 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Bal- 
lance,  weks  in  reality  the  result  of  the  labours 
of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  There  is  no  attempt 
at  generosity.  ■  That  is  all  put  on  one  side. 
All  the  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  great 
Liberal  party,  and  detracted  from  their  pre- 
decessors in  office.  Here  in  the  Financial 
Statement  there  is  an  allusion  to  this 
effect: — 

"  When  deficits  were  the  order  of  the  day  the 
revenue  was  aided  by  the  issue  of  debentures 
against  sinking  funds  to  double  and  treble  the 
amounts  issued  during  the  last  few  years,  and 
when  the  Ministry  in  office  in  1890-91  showed 
a  surplus  of  £143,965  the  revenue  had  been 
aided  by  the  issue  of  debentures  to  the  value  of 
£288,000." 

Well,  Sir,  I  believe  that  to  be  absolutely  in- 
accurate also,  and  I  will  give  my  reasons  for 
my  belief —and  I  point  out  this  question  of  sink- 
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ing-fands  debeDtures  is  mentioned  only  beoftuse 
it  was  a  surplus  of  fche  Premier's  opponents. 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  explain'  the  mysteries  of 
the  sinking  funds— that  is  enough  to  puzzle 
anybody.  But  this  is  the  true  position :  First 
of.  all  X  want  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  this 
£143,060  surplus  should  have  been  credited  to 
Sir  Harry  AtKinson  ;  or,  if  it  was  necessary  for 
the  sake  of  form  to  attribute  it  to  Mr.  Bal- 
lance,  there  should  be  a  foot-note  to  say  that 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  in  office  op  to  the 
3l8t  January,  which  was  precious  near  the 
end  of  the  financial  year,  and  consequently 
to  him  should  be  attributed  the  successful  re- 
sults of  that  year.  But  we  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  £288,000,  to  which  it  is  alleged  the 
surplus  of  £248,000  is  entirely  due.  My  friend 
Bir.  Mitchelson  in  1894  asked  for  a  return  of 
the  sinking  funds  which  were  released  during 
the  Treasurership  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  and 
the  objects  to  which  they  were  applied,  and  the 
Premier  himself,  I  believe — at  any  tate,  his 
Qovemment — laid  that  return  on  the  table, 
and  I  will  quote  exactly  what  it  is.  So  that 
every  one  may  verify  my  statements  I  will 
refer  them  to  B.-18, 1894  :  The  amount  of  sink- 
ing fund  released  during  the  Treasurership  of 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  and  the  purpose  to  which 
applied : — 

Consolidated  Loan,  1667. 
1888-89..  ..  ..     £181,600 

1889-90 £138,400 

1890-91 £144,000 

They  were  applied  to  redemption  of  a  like 
amount  of  debentures  in  terms  of  "  The  Con- 
solidated Stock  Act,  1884.'*  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Mitchelson,  who  acted  as  Treasurer  during 
the  unfortunate  illness  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson, 
stated  in  the  House,  and  has  told  me  over  and 
over  again,  that  the  whole  of  the  £409,000  re- 
leased sinking  funds  were  applied  in  redeeming 
the  debentures,  and  were  not  availed  of  as 
revenue  at  all.  I  am  sure  I  am  right  in  my 
statement  that  that  is  the  case.  Assuming 
my  figures  to  have  been  in  any  degree  correct, 
I  venture  to  say  I  have  exposed  the  inaccuraoy 
of  every  statement  I  have  attempted  to  deal 
with  as  regards  the  position  of  the  surpluses 
and  deficits  as  set  out  in  the  table  in  the 
Financial  Statement.  I  must  revert  once 
more  to  the  underestimation  of  the  revenue. 
This  is  most  glaringly  the  case  as  to  the 
estimated  railway  revenue.  The  Minister  for 
Railways  will  realise  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer is  treating  his  department  very  badly 
when  underestimating  its  revenue  by  £572. 
Here  are  the  assertions  of  the  men  most  com- 
petent to  know.  The  Auckland  District  Traffic 
Manager  says, — 

**  I  think  I  am  quite  justified  in  anticipating 
a  greatly  increased  revenue  for  the  year  ending 
81st  March,  1899." 
The  Wanganui  Traffic  Manager  says,— 
"  The  revenue  prospects  for  the  ensuing  year 
are,  on  the  whole,  good.    If  the  present  fares 
and  rates  are  maintained  an  increase  of  10 
per  cent,  upon  last  year's  total  may  be  ex- 
pected." 
The  Wellington  Traffic  Manager  says  — 
Captain  BusuU 


"The  general  improvement  at  present  |»ec- 
oeptible  in  business  leads  to  the  oonolosioii 
that  the  volume  of  traffic  for  the  year  under 
review  will  be  not  only  maintained,  but  to  » 
considerable  extent  exceeded  in  the  year  now 
current." 
The  Ohristohurch  Traffic  Manager  says,— 
**  The  year's  operations  have  resulted  in  a 
gratifying  increase  of  business  in  nearly  all 
branches  of  traffic.  The  prospects  for  the  oor- 
rent  year,  although  they  may  be  to  some  ex- 
tent affected  by  the  protracted  drought,  are, 
on  the  whole,  distinctly  hopeful.  The  pas- 
senger  traffic,  which  has  steadily  grown  during 
the  last  year,  may  be  expected  to  increase." 
The  Dunedin  Traffic  Manager  says,— 
"  In  so  far  as  general  merchandise,  passenger,, 
import,  and  export  trade  is  concerned,  I  feel 
that  substantial  increases  may  be  expected.*' 
The  Invercargill  Traffic  Manager  says, — 
**  The  traffic  has  been  the  heaviest  yet  re^ 
corded,  being  an  increase  of  £8,892  over  that 
of  last  year.  Notwithstanding  the  favourable 
nature  of  the  past  year's  traffic,  I  consider  the 
current  year  will  prove  even  more  suooessf nl." 
This  establishes  the  fact  that  from  every 
branch  manager  of  the  department  we  are  led 
to  anticipate  a  very  considerable  increase  of 
revenue,  and  yet,  by  way  of  creating  a  surploa 
for  next  year,  the  estimated  revenue  is  here  pat 
down  as  £572  less  than  that  of  last  year.  There 
is  apparently  likely  to  be  an  increase  of  revenue 
of  about  10  per  cent. — I  do  not  say  there  will 
be ;  but  the  tables  of  the  railway  returns  show 
an  increase  of  £83,000  on  revenue  of  1897-9ft 
beyond  the  preceding  year— by  reports  of  the 
officers  a  still  better  increase  is  anticipated — 
but  this  year  instead  of  a  reasonable  increaeo 
a  decline  is  shown,  >Q(.hich  is  quite  unjustifiable 
if  the  reports  of  the  departmental  offioers  are 
any  way  reliable.  I  have  a  great  deal  of  in- 
formation collected  with  regard  to  the  rail- 
ways which,  unfortunately,  I  have  not  time  to- 
deal  with  on  this  occasion,  but  I  promise  the- 
Ministerfor  Railways  I  will  express  my  opinions 
on  some  future  occasion.  Suffice  it  to  say,  in  eon- 
nection  with  the  railways,  I  have  every  reasc  n 
to  believe  the  railways  have  not  been  treated 
in  the  same  way  as  they  were  at  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners.  During  the  time  of  the 
Commissioners  there  was  a  large  expenditure' 
out  of  working. expenses  on  the  maintenance 
of  the  railways.  During  the  time  they  were^ 
in  office  no  less  than  180  miles  of  lines  were 
relaid  with  steel  rails  out  of  working-expeneee. 
And  what  do  we  find  in  the  report  this  year  ? 
Only  £12,000  in  all  was  expended  out  of  work- 
ing-expenses  in  similar  works,  but  £156,000* 
was  taken  out  of  capital  account.  It  is  by 
this  means  we  get  our  so-called  surpluses — by 
underestimating  the  revenue  and  overestimat- 
ing our  expenditure— by  swelling  our  railway 
revenue  in  a  manner  unjustifiable  with  money 
that  ought  properly  to  be  spent  in  maintenance  ; 
g  QA  and  in  reality  the  true  position  of  the 
colony  is  concealed,  and  under  existing: 
refusal  to  permit  of  returns  it  becomes  more- 
and  more  difficult  to  ascertain  it.  Well,  now» 
Sir,  as  my  time  is  short  I  want  to  mof» 
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my  ftmendment.  The  amendment  that  I  wish 
to  move  IB  this,  Sir:  To  strike  out  all  the 
words  after  "That,"  and  insert  the  follow- 
ing words :  "  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it 
is  desirahle  that  the  Government  should  take 
immediate  steps  to  provide  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  to  enable  the  construotion  of  the  re- 
quired railway  rolling-stock  to  be  put  in  hand 
at  once,  thus  making  due  provision  for  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  colony  and  the  immediate 
re-employment  of  the  men  thrown  out  of 
work.'*  I  hope  the  ^'S^^  ^on.  the  Premier 
will  take  that  amendment  in  the  spirit  in 
which  it  has  been  moved.  Such  an  amend- 
ment has  become  absolutelv  necessary.  On 
many  occasions  there  have  been  the  most  un- 
justifiable assertions  on  the  part  of  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
obstruction  of  the  party  of  the  Opposition 
that  men  have  been  thrown  out  of  work  in 
the  various  railway  workshops  of  the  colony.  I 
say  no  accusations  could  have  been  more  un- 
founded than  such  a  statement  as  that.  If 
there  are  railway  employes  really  thrown  out 
of  work,  it  is  owing  to  the  despicable  condition 
our  railway  administration  has  got  into ;  not- 
withstanding all  the  money  we  have  voted  on 
imprest  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  keep 
the  men  at  work  upon  making  the  rolling- 
stock  that  is  necessary  to  carry  the  harvest 
next  year.  I  do  not  believe  for  one  instant 
thac  such  a  condition  of  things  does  existf  I 
believe  it  is  not  only  another  bid  for  popu- 
larity, but  another  endeavour  to  damage 
polilioal  opponents  utterly  irrespective  of  the 
truth  of  the  case.  If  the  Premier  makes  op- 
position to  the  amendment  I  have  proposed 
it  will  prove  that  he  has  no  genuine  feeling 
for  the  men  out  of  employ,  nor  for  the  em- 
barrassments he  may  inflict  on  the  farmers 
in  Canterbury  and  Otago  when  harvest  comes 
on,  nor  can  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  get 
away  from  the  facts  as  recorded  against  him 
in  Hansard, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  cannot  quote  from  a 
printed  -  speech  of    the  present  session  inde- 

Sendently,  it  may  be,  of  referring  to  a  previous 
ebate. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  am  sorry  that  I  can- 
not  quote,  for  perhaps  the  Premier  will  deny 
anything  he  has  said  on  the  subject  if  it  suits 
him.  But,  at  any  rate,  as  I  cannot  read  from 
Hansard,  I  will  refer  any  one  outside  who 
wishes  to  read  it  to  Hansard  of  the  9th 
August,  and  they  will  find  what  the  Premier 
did  say. 

An  non.  Member.— What  page  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Page  859  of  the  9th 
August. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.- And  in  the 
Railway  Report  too. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Yes  ;  and  in  the  Rail- 
way Keport  also  there  are  certain  allusions, 
but  not  exactly  of  a  similar  nature.  Now,  if 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  is  sincere  in  what 
ha  states — if  he  is  sincere  in  saying  he  is  un- 
able to  get  the  rolling-stock  and  other  things 
that  are  necessary  to  meet  the  increasing  rail- 
way  traffic — if,  in   fact,   he    is    wanting    the 
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money — I  say  he  has  the  opportunity  now 
presented  td  him.  Let  him  agree  to  my  reso- 
lution and  he  can  have  the  money  voted 
to-morrow.  In  half  a  day  he  can  do  it  if  he 
chooses,  and  if  he  in  sincere.  If  he  declines 
my  offer,  then  we  must  take  it  as  an  evident 
proof  that  he  is  insincere  and  has  not  been 
actuated  by  any  desire  to  urge  on  the  employ- 
ment of  the  men,  and  that  he  does  not  care 
twopence  about  the  construction  of  the  railway 
rolling-stock  so  that  the  farmers  shall  have 
sufficient  at  their  disposal  to  carry  their  har- 
vest next  year,  but  that  he  is  guided  simply  by 
an  endeavour  to  gain  a  small  advantage  over 
his  political  opponents  by  charging  them  with 
doing  that  which  he  knows  not  to  be  the  case. 
He  knows  that  we  are  not  obstructing.  To  ask 
us,  as  he  did,  to  debate  the  Financial  State- 
ment  at  one  day*s  notice  is  unparalleled,  and  to 
lead  the  public  to  believe  we  are  obstructing  the 
re-employment  of  the  railway  men,  and  that 
we  are  preventing  the  construction  of  trucks  to 
carry  the  farmers'  harvest  next  year,  is  utterly 
unjustifiable.  But  if  he  is  sincere  we  are  giv- 
ing him  the  very  first  opportunity  which  comes 
to  us  to  do  all  this.  We  give  him  the  opportu- 
nity, after  looking  over  the  Financial  State- 
ment, before  we  debate  it.  We  say  to  the 
Premier,  *'  Here  is  your  opportunity ;  you  say 
you  want  money.  That  is  no  fault  of  ours. 
But  if  you  are  unable  to  employ  the  men  out 
of  work  by  next  Monday  morning  it  is  certainly 
the  fault  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier."  It 
is  he  who  is  absolutely  careless  as  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  traffic  upon  our  railways, 
and  hopes  to  get  the  political  support  of  these 
men  through  basing  his  assertion  of  our  ob- 
struction on  what  he  knows  to  be  absolutely 
contrary  to  fact.  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the 
amendxnent. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  cannot  accept  the  amend- 
ment, and  no  doubt  honourable  members  op- 
posite have  fally  calculated  that  I  could  not 
possibly  accept  this  amendment. 

Hon.  Membebs. — Oh  1 

Mr.  SEDDON.— And  I  would  suggest  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  we  should  bring 
this  debate  to  a  close  at  once.  Let  us  have  no 
further  trouble  about  this  debate,  and  on  the 
question  as  to  leaving  the  chair  let  us  wind  up 
the  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement.  In 
the  meantime  I  repeat  I  cannot  accept  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary).  —Sir,  I 
have  listened  very  attentively  to  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and, 
like  himself,  I  am  bound  to  say  I  claim  no 
great  financial  skill,  neither  have  I  been  ac- 
customed to  dive  deeply  into  the  labyrinth  of 
finance.  But  I  think  we  might  at  least  have 
expected  that  the  honourable  member  would 
have  thrown  some  light  on  the  financial  ex- 
position contained  in  the  Statement.  It  would 
have  been  better  and  more  edifying  to  the 
House  and  the  country  at  large  if  the  honour- 
able member  had  devoted  the  greater  part  of 
his  speech  to  an  explanation  of  the  reasons  for 
moving  his  amendment.  He  delayed  moving 
the  amendment  until  nearly  the  end  of  his 
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speech,  and  he  then  failed  to  explain  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Opposition  in  bringing  it  forward. 
Before  I  deal  with  the  amendment  1  may  be 
pardoned  if  I  take  up  a  little  time  in  making 
some  reference  to  the  figures  which  have  been 
quoted  in  the  Statement  and  criticized  by 
the  honourable  gentleman.  With  regard  to 
the  table,  he  has  questioned  its  legitimate- 
ness and  correctness,  in  which  I  may  say  that 
he  has  made  out  a  very  weak  case,  and  has 
in  DO  way  proved  his  contention.  Unless  it  is 
proved  to  me  without  doubt  that  those  tables 
are  wrong,  I  will  always  rely  on  that  expert 
knowledge  which  is  furnished  by  the  depart- 
ments. It  is  their  special  work  and  function, 
in  which  they  have  been  engaged  for  years— 
for  a  lifetime  They  have  to  arrange  and  com- 
pile figures  for  every  Government  and  for 
every  year  in  respect  to  the  finances  of  the 
colony  —  whatever  Government  may  be  in 
power.  Those  officers  have  a  reputation  at 
stake — they  have  their  own  position  to  protect 
«nd  be  careful  of,  and  they  would  not,  as 
has  been  suggested  in  other  cases,  for  party 
purposes  furnish  wrong  or  misleading  figures. 
Therefore,  Sir,  considering  the  weakness  of  the 
attack  on  our  figures,  and  considering  the  want 
of  clearness  on  the  part  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  dealing  with  them,  I  must  be 
bound — and  I  think  the  whole  country  must  be 
bound — to  the  side  of  those  whose  work  and 
duty  it  is  to  compile  these  tables.  Now,  Sir, 
if,  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  in- 
sinuated, the  Premier  purposely  went  back  a 
number  of  years  to  make  ungenerous  reflec- 
tions on  those  who  are  dead  and  gone,  I  agree 
with  him  that  that  should  be  deprecated ;  but 
I  do  not  believe  it.  It  was  by  way  of  contrast- 
ing the  figures  of  the  past  with  the  figures  of 
the  present  Administration  that  led  the  Pre- 
mier to  furnish  that  table.  I  am  sure  the 
Premier  is  one  who  always  had  a  high 
and  generous  admiration  for  the  late  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson,  and  I  am  sure  he  would 
not  for  one  moment  use  his  official  position 
merely  to  reflect  on  the  character  of  that 
gentleman.  But,  Sir,  comparative  tables 
are  useful,  especially  as  there  has  been  a 
change  in  the  system  of  our  finance  which 
honourable  gentlemen  have  overlooked.  The 
method  in  vogue  when  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was 
in  power  was  one  of  a  very  complex  nature, 
and  it  requires  one  with  special  knowledge  to 
sift  through  tbe  figures  under  the  old  system 
to  arrive  at  the  true  position.  Now,  under 
the  present  system  the  Financial  Statement 
is  quite  simple.  We  have  the  gross  debt  of 
the  colony  very  clearly  shown,  which  is  the 
whole  debt  upon  which  we  are  paying  in- 
terest ;  then,  we  come  to  the  net  aebt  of  the 
oolony — that  is,  the  debt  referred  to,  less,  of 
course,  the  accrued  sinking  fundn.  That  is 
plain  enough.  Then  we  come  to  the  surplus. 
1  hold,  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  that 
it  should  be  the  difference  between  the  actual 
revenue  and  the  actual  expenditure  for  the 
year.  That  is  shown  plainly  in  the  present 
Budget.  Any  child  can  understand  the  true 
position  of  the  finances  of  the  colony  at  the 
Mr.  OofToU 


present  moment  as  represented  in  the  Budget. 
It  is  not  so  easy  to  understand  the  figarea 
from  1879  down  to  1888,  because  there  were 
deficiency  bills  floating  about,  sometimes  to 
the  extent  of  a  million;  there  were  Treasury 
bills  and  other  aniounts  unintelligible  to 
one  like  myself,  and  to  many  others,  bat 
which  were  found,  after  a  true  analysis,  had 
to  be  deducted  from  the  proclaimed  sorpluB 
at  the  time,  or  funded  and  added  to  the 
permanent  debt  of  the  oolony.  That  was 
a  practice  of  former  Colonial  Treasurers, 
and  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  himself  indulged 
in  it  to  a  large  extent.  Whenever  it  was 
found  convenient  there  was  a  happy  way  of 
dealing  with  the  floating  debt.  If  the 
House  was  agreeable,  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
proposed  that  the  deflcit  should  be  wiped 
out  by  conversion  operations  or  by  fund- 
ing de^oiency  bills,  so  as  to  start  the  next 
year  with  a  clean  sheet.  That  was  a  very 
happy  way  of  disposing  of  what  was  a  mill- 
stone at  the  time  in  the  way  of  a  de- 
flciency.  Now,  as  I  said  before,  the  simplest, 
plainest,  and  most  straightforward  method 
which  one  should  apply  to  the  finanoeB  of 
the  country  so  as  to  make  them  understand- 
able is  to  reduce  them  to  simple  figures.  See 
what  the  actual  revenue  is  for  the  year,  and 
what  liabilities  there  are  you  would  have  to 
place  against  that  revenue,  together  with  the 
actual  expenditure;  then  deduct  therefrom, 
and  whatever  is  left — if  there  is  any  balanoe 
at  all  —  should  be  the  recognised  surplus. 
Now,  Sir,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  made 
references  to  taxation  through  our  Customs — 
to  the  increased  revenue  that  we  were  deriving 
through  that  source.  That  may  be  so ;  but.  Sir, 
some  attention  should  be  given  to  the  fact 
that  our  population  is  increasing  every  day, 
our  country  is  developing,  and  prosperity  is 
making  itself  felt  more  difiusely  through- 
out the  entire  community  —  so  much  eo 
that  any  extra  revenue  through  the  Customs 
should  not  be  attributed  so  much  to  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  through  the 
last  revision  of  the  tariff  as  that  there  has  been 
and  is  now  growing  a  strong  spending-power 
in  the  people.  That,  I  think,  can  be  held  ac- 
countable in  a  great  measure  for  the  increase 
in  the  Customs.  And,  Sir,  this  view  receives 
additional  support  from  the  fact  that  when 
you  come  to  look  over  and  scan  carefully  the 
various  articles  dutiable  you  will  find  that 
the  revenue  has  increased  considerably  on 
those  which  are  classed  as  luxuries.  The 
increase  in  the  Customs  is  chiefly  on  articles 
used  by  those  most  able  to  pay.  I  will  ^ve  a 
little  table  which  will  not  delay  the  House  any 
time.  The  total  increase  for  the  twenty  months 
ending  the  Slst  December,  1697,  in  the  Cus- 
toms is  £155,581 ;  and  the  decrease  by  remis- 
sions £116,832.  Of  the  increase,  on  beer  alone 
we  find  £8,162 ;  on  spirits,  £27,576 ;  on  cigar- 
ettes and  tobacco,  £3,787 :  making  a  tots!  of 
£39,525.  Now,  this  increase  on  the  articles  I 
have  named  does  not  show  we  are  burdeninf^ 
the  people  with  extra  taxation  on  the  neoessaiy 
commodities,  because  they  are  articles  which 
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•come  uoder  the  category  of  luxuries.  The 
^ople  are  not  forced  or  compelled  to  spend 
their  money  on  these  things.  If  they  do,  then 
it  18  to  procure  themselves  special  comforts. 
•On  the  other  hand,  the  tariff  has  been  respon- 
sible for  relieving — and  deservedly  so— a  very 
large  and  important  section  of  the  community. 
For  instance,  the  workers  have  been  relieved 
by  the  reduction  in  the  duty  en  tea.  That 
amount  alone  is  £66,838. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Only  £38,000. 

Mr.  GABBOLLi.—yery  well ;  these  are  figures 
I  have  for  the  twenty  months  following  the  re- 
vision of  the  tariff,  and  I  am  quoting  them  to 
'the  honourable  gentleman,  who  will  have  an 
•opportunity  of  disproving  them.  Now,  on 
fencing- wire,. for  instance,  there  are  £22,421  in 
concessions,  and  on  wool-packs  £9,345  — of 
-course,  we  know  that  reductions  on  fencing- 
wire  and  wool- packs  is  of  great  benefit  to 
-farmers  and  settlers— making  a  total  of  £97,604 
by  way  of  concessions  to  the  people.  I  think 
it  proves  conclusively  that,  instead  of  the  last 
revision  of  the  tariff  being  the  means  of  putting 
•extra  taxation  to  the  extent  that  is  said  upon 
the  people  of  this  colony,  in  many  ways 
it  has  been  a  considerable  relief  to  them. 
Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  he 
did  not  see  any  virtue  in,  or  that  any  good 
could  arise  from,  having  such  a  thing  as  a 
surplus ;  he  protested  against  a  large  surplus. 
'Well,  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion  as  to  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  may  consider  a  large 
surplus.  For  instance,  the  actual  surplus  on 
the  turnover  for  the  year  amounts  to  £166,858. 
Would  the  honourable  gentleman  consider  that 
«n  extraordinary  surplus  ?  With  the  Premier, 
I  believe  in  the  principle  of  always  keeping 
on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger,  of  always 
having  a  reserve  in  hand  in  cases  of  emergency. 
In  a  young  and  growing  country  like  this  we 
must  prepare  ourselves  to  meet  emergencies  at 
any  and  all  times.  Supposing  there  was  a  con- 
siderable fall  in  wool  to-morrow,  or  a  decided 
fall  in  meat,  a  clogging  of  other  industries- 
some  calamity  unforeseen  suddenly  falling  upon 
the  colony — we  would  be  involved  in  very  pe- 
onliar  and  serious  straits.  Where  then  would 
you  be  if  you  had  not  your  surplus,  or  some- 
thing in  hand,  or  some  means  of  making  the 
necessary  provisior  in  cases  of  that  kind  ?  I 
contend  that  it  is  prudent  to  have  funds  that 
you  can  put  your  hands  on ;  and  as  long  as  you 
«xercise  prudence  in  the  matter  of  finance  you 
«an  never  very  well  go  wrong.  You  may  err  in 
administration  here  and  there,  and  you  may 
err  in  judgment  here  and  there,  but  if  you 
•observe  prudence  and  care  in  finance  you  can 
never  travel  any  great  distance  on  to  the  wrong 
«ide.  Therefore  I  say  the  surplus,  big  as  it 
may  appear  to  be  in  the  eyes  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  is  little  enough  to  have  at  the  dis- 
posal of  an  Administration  whose  great  and 
cardinal  policy  is  to  develop  the  country,  to  pro- 
mote the  settlement  of  the  people  on  the  land, 
«nd  to  provide  work  for  those  in  want.  Sir, 
we  have  been  taunted  by  our  opponents  with 
having  been  a  very  extravagant  Government ; 
ihat  we  have  inoteased  the  burdens  on  the 


shoulders  of  the  people  of  this  colony  to  a 
most  extraordinary  degree;  that  we  have,  in 
fact,  overweighted  a  groaning  population  by 
increasing  the  debt  as  we  have  done.  I  would 
ask  honourable  gentlemen  to  look  over  the 
affairs  of  this  colony  for  the  last  seven  or  eiaht 
years — during  the  term  of  the  administration 
of  the  present  party — and  they  will  see  that» 
though  the  debt  has  been  increased  from  1891 
to  1898  by  £6,133,074,  still  I  am  prepared  to 
show  that  of  that  amount  a  good  deal  has 
been  spent — nearly  five  millions — in  reproduc- 
tive works,  which  has  not  cost  the  people  a 
farthing  in  the  way  of  extra  taxation.  The 
gross  public  debt  of  the  colony  on  the  Slst 
March,  1891,  stood  at  £38,830,350;  on  the 
Slst  March,  1898.  it  stood  at  £44,963,424. 
That  is  the  gross  debt ;  the  increase  being,  as  I 
have  said,  £6,133,047.  Now,  that  is  mside  up 
as  follows]:  For  Native  -  land  purchases  we 
have  spent  £643,480 — that  sum  may  well  be 
reckoned  to  be  remunerative ;  land-settlement 
purchases,  including  Cheviot,  £909,566 — that 
can  be  classed  as  remunerative  ;  loans  to 
local  bodies  —  undoubtedly  remunerative  — 
£840,500;  lands  improvement — partially  re- 
munerative—£493,750 ;  advances  to  settlers, 
£1,500,000  —  which  is  self-paying;  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  preferred  shares,  £500,000  — 
that  is  remunerative;  New  Zealand  Consols, 
£336,185- that  is  remunerative;  and  district 
railways,  £47,000— also  remunerative.  Now, 
of  the  £6,133,074  increase  in  the  public  debt 
during  the  present  Administration,  no  less  an 
amount  than  £4,796,701  of  that  is  remunera- 
tive ;  leaving  only  the  items  of  public  works^ 
£487,500;  increase  by  conversion,  £607,344; 
sinking  fund  accretions,  £1,250,200;  naval 
and  military,  £27,226,  of  that  increase,  what 
you  may  call  unremunerative.  Therefore, 
Sir,  though  the  debt  has  been  increased  by  the 
amount  shown  during  the  administration  of 
the  present  Government,  it  will  be  seen  by  the 
figures  I  have  quoted  that  the  greater  portion 
of  that  money  has  been  spent  improving  the 
condition  of  the  colony  ana  the  circumstances 
of  the  people.  There  is  no  doubt  the  colony 
has  improved,  and  that  we  have  carried  out 
our  policy  in  every  respect  very  effectively.  It 
has  been  our  aim  to  develop  the  country  as 
much  as  possible,  and  to  place  as  many  families 
upon  the  land  as  we  could.  We  have  con- 
structed roads  and  bridges  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  colony,  so  far  as  our 
means  would  allow  us.  We  have  pushed  on 
and  extended  our  railways,  our  main  lines,  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  colony,  so  much  so 
that  £1,330.000  is  shown  in  the  table  that 
we  have  been  able  to  take  out  of  ordinary 
revenue  and  apply  to  public  works.  To  devote 
a  huge  amount  like  that  out  of  revenue  to  the 
carrying  on  of  public  works  within  the  space 
of  a  few  years,  I  say,  speaks  for  itself,  and 
shows  that  we  have  not  only  been  industrious,, 
but  that  we  have  been  alive  to  the  true  inte- 
rests of  the  people  of  the  colony.  Every  in- 
dustry in  the  colony  at  the  present  moment, 
through  the  support  and  encouragement  given 
to  it  by  the  present  Government,  has  advanced 
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ID  a  very  marked  degree.  Take  the  dairy  in- 
dustryi  for  iostanoe.  In  1891  the  butter  repre- 
sented about  89,480  cwt.,  and  the  cheeee 
89,770  cwt.  In  1898  the  former  is  recorded 
at  106»840owt.,  and  the  latter  at  78,706  cwt. 
.QQ  Ab  for  roads  and  bridges,  I  may  tell 
'  the  HouAe  that  we  have  constructed 
2,698  miles  of  roads,  1,928  miles  of  tracks,  and 
887  bridges  (over  80  ft.  span),  the  expendi- 
ture on  roads,  as  above  mentioned,  being 
£1,558,000.  Sir,  I  take  it  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  any  Administration  to  first  of  all  put  the 
country  in  a  position  that  it  can  bear  the 
load  it  is  carrying.  If,  as  some  honourable 
gentlemen  suggest,  we  should  raise  no  further 
moneys  for  those  works,  if  we  should  stop 
where  we  are,  and  hold  our  hand  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony,  what  would  it  mean? 
It  would  mean  that  we  would  be  stopping 
the  development  of  the  country,  that  we  would 
bo  stopping  the  bread  of  a  section  of  tho  people 
who  are  dependcDt  on  their  wage-earnings  for 
for  the  support  of  their  families  ;  and,  further, 
that  we  would  be  stagnating  everything  com- 
mercially, industrially,  and  otherwise.  Sir,  that 
is  a  position  that  I  am  sure  we  should  not  try  to 
attain  in  any  way.  Let  us  keep  the  country  a 
live  one.  I  admit  that  we  should  exercise 
prudence  in  our  management  of  afiairs,  but  by 
all  means  let  us  keep  it  alive.  The  country  is 
a  good  country.  It  has  wonderful  natural  re- 
sources. Nature  has  been  lavish  with  it,  and 
it  remains  for  us — whether  on  the  Minifiterial 
benches  or  on  the  opposite  side — to  be  true  to 
Its  best  interests,  and  to  push  it  along  in 
prosperous  channels.  I  am  not  inclined,  as 
some  members  are,  to  import  anything  in 
the  shape  of  rancour  or  recrimination  into  de- 
bates touching  upon  the  more  serious  matters 
affecting  the  colony.  I  think  that  a  financial 
debate  should  be  characterized  by  a  freedom 
from  any  hostile  interchanges  between  mem- 
bers on  one  side  and  the  other.  The  position 
is  really  too  serious,  and  the  subject  of  too  great 
a  moment,  for  us  to  spare  any  of  our  time  in 
idly  discussing  side-issues.  We  should  face  the 
question  before  us  in  all  its  importance,  and 
endeavour  to  do  the  best  we  can  for  the  good 
of  the  country  and  the  welfare  of  the  people. 
Any  difference  that  there  may  be  between  the 
two  sidea  as  to  the  true  position  of  figures,  or 
the  accuracy  thereof,  could  always  be  settled 
by  experts  or  professional  accountants.  Why 
should  we  continuously  argue  on  one  side 
that  the  figures  shown  in  a  table  are  not  cor- 
rect because  the  revenue  for  one  year  is 
so-and-so,  and  the  expenditure  is  less  or  more 
than  that,  and  then  to  have  that  combated  by 
the  statement,  **  Oh,  but  you  forget  that  there 
are  deficiency  bills  afloat  which  were  never 
taken  into  account."  Surely  the  accounts  of 
the  colony  may  be  reduced  to  a  simple  form  so 
that  all  may  understand  them,  and  that  is  why 
I  am  in  favour  of  the  system  followed  in  the 
present  Statement — because  it  aims  at  sim- 
plicity. We  must  not  forget  this,  too :  The  coun- 
try is  growing,  as  I  mentioned  before,  and  we 
will  have  to  make  provision  for  the  increase  in 
Ibe  cost  of  education,  for  railway  extension,  for 
Kr.  Carroll 


post  and  telegraph  extension,  for  land-settle- 
ment, for  roads  and  bridges,  and  for  its  generak 
development.  We  cannot  be  blind  to  these  ne- 
cessities, and  it  will  be  for  honourable  members- 
opposite  to  declare  whether  or  not  we  should 
Slop  progress  altogether.  If  they  consulted  their 
constituents  and  the  true  feeling  of  the  coun- 
try they  would  not  dare  do  anything  of  the 
kind.  People  now  are  looking  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  Parliament,  and  to  their  repre- 
sentatives to  give  them  what  is  legitimately 
wanted.  They  are  crying  out  in  the  coun- 
try and  in  various  districts  for  public- 
works,  for  roads  and  bridges,  and  I  say  it 
is  our  duty  to  give  them  all  the  aid  w» 
can.  It  is  the  fact,  although  it  may  appear 
strange  and  singular,  that  many  amongst  thoee 
members  who  deprecate  borrowing,  who  deplore 
the  spending  of  money  by  the  Government,  are 
the  first  to  bother  and  pester  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  or  any  other  Minister  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  get  special  concessions  for  their  dis- 
tricts, and  they  think  nothing,  when  they  go^ 
into  the  offices  of  the  Government,  of  asking 
for  a  million  or  two,  of  asking  the  Government 
to  complete  a  lina  of  railway  from  one  point  or 
another,  or  to  make  a  very  costly  road,  to  buy  a 
certain  block  of  land  to  cut  up  for  settlement* 
to  make  costly  bridges,  and  so  forth  ;  but  when 
they  are  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  and  are 
dealing  with  the  finances  of  the  colony,  they 
speak  of  the  Government  as  the  embodiment 
of  corruption ;  they  hold  up  their  hands  in  pious 
horror  and  Eay,  "We  should  stop  borrowing  and. 
further  expenditure  1"  I  say  we  ought  to  be  more 
honest,  and  when  dealing  with  true  concerns  of 
the  colony  we  should  be  just  to  the  colony  and 
to  ourselves.  I  do  not  care  how  difficult  the 
task  may  be,  how  serious  the  outlook,  how 
heavy  the  contract,  let  us  face  squarely  every- 
thing that  it  is  our  duty  to  face.  Sir,  I  am 
unable  to  fathom  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition;  its  real  object 
is  not  apparent.  The  suggestion  made  by  the 
Premier  might  perhaps  be  the  best  way  of 
dealing  with  it  —  that  is,  to  settle  the  whole 
debate  at  once  on  the  one  issue.  There  is  no- 
ground  for  debate— at  least,  the  honourable 
gentleman's  criticism  of  the  Budget  showed 
none.  There  was  nothing  whatever  in  hia 
criticism,  so  that  we  must  take  the  figures  and 
Statement  of  the  Government  up  to  the  present 
time  as  absolutely  untouched 

An  Hon.  Mbubeb. — Will  you  accept  the 
amendment  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  accepted  it  as  a  no- 
confidence  motion. 

Mr.  CARROLL.  —  Amongst  other  thinga 
which  this  Government  can  very  well  claim 
credit  for,  and  especially  on  the  laige  question 
of  the  opening-up  of  the  country,  has  been  the 
energy  it  has  displayed  in  acquiring  land  in  the 
back  country  and  opening  it  up  for  settlement, 
apart  from  the  lands  which  they  have  acquired 
under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act.  I  refer 
now  to  Native  lands.  I  have  said  in  this 
House  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  we 
should  stop  the  further  purchase  of  Kative 
land.      They    have  very    little  land    left    fea 
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provide  for  all  their  wants ;  bat,  still, 
what  we  have  done  in  the  past  we  can 
olaim  credit  for  —  that  is,  in  regard  to  the 
areas  that  we  have  parohased  in  different 
Native  districts  in  order  to  promote  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  so  as  to  provide  land  for 
those  who  are  willing  to  settle.  Our  future 
policy  in  respect  to  Native  lands  must  be  to 
legislate  for  the  balance  in  a  way  that  will  ad- 
vance settlement  without  our  being  compelled 
to  buy  it  from  them.  I  have  spoken  on  former 
oocasioDS  on  Native  matters,  and,  on  the  whole, 
I  may  say  that  both  sides  of  the  House  should 
treat  the  question  as  one  outside  party  moves, 
and  bring  about  a  solution  satisfactory  to  the 
Maoris  themselves,  and  to  the  Europeans  de> 
^irous  of  being  settled  on  the  land.  I  have  not 
Tery  much  more  to  say,  but  I  must  congratulate 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  upon  the  very  tem- 
perate tone  he  adopted  in  his  speech.  I  think 
honourable  members  recognise  that  so  far  the 
debate,  at  any  rate,  has  been  of  a  very  sober 
kind,  which  I  hope  will  continue.  I  am 
just  reminded,  in  respect  to  the  character  of 
ihe  amendment  moved  by  the  honourable 
f^entleman,  that  he  has  not  touched  on  the 
amomit  of  moneys  which  the  Qovernment 
bave  spent  in  extending  our  railway- lines.  In 
that  connection  the  Government  have  spent 
a  considerable  amount  of  money  every  year. 
Besides,  another  important  work  performed 
by  the  Qovernment  has  been  the  classification 
of  the  service.  All  these  things  mean  a  great 
-expenditure  of  money.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man during  his  speech  blamed  the  Govern- 
ment for  not  going  on  with  the  rolling-stock, 
when  he  must  have  been  aware  that  the 
amount  appropriated  by  Parliament  was  al- 
ready exhausted.  It  was  only  the  other  day 
we  were  taken  very  severely  to  task  by  the 
Opposition  for  having  exceeded  the  vote  in 
regard  to  this  very  building.  It  was  called  a 
misuse  of  our  constitutional  rights.  What  I 
want  to  show  is  that  in  one  instance  we  are 
'Charged  with  the  terrible  crime  of  exceeding  an 
appropriation  by  Parliament,  and  in  the  other 
the  honourable  gentleman  charges  us  with 
not  having  gone  on  with  and  provided  for  rail- 
way rolling-stock,  knowing  full  well  it  would 
be  in  excess  of  appropriation  had  we  done  so. 
I  will  conclude  by  again  congratulating  the 
honoBrable  gentleman  upon  the  mild,  though 
not  instructive,  speech  ne  has  delivered  to- 
night. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thames).— Sir,  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  been  introduced  in  a  very  ingenious 
manner,  with  a  view  of  enlisting  the  sym- 
pathies of  not  only  a  portion  of  this  House, 
but  also  a  portion  of  the  country,  by  proposing 
to  at  once  re-employ  the  workers  in  the  railway 
workshops.  In  traversing  some  of  the  state- 
ments he  made  it  is  neoessary  to  pay  some 
little  attention  to  the  position  the  country  has 
attained  to.  From  whatever  point  we  may 
look  we  can  see  continued  progress  all  along 
the  line ;  and  in  dealing  with  expenditure  and 
income  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  compare  the 
^sition  taken    up    by  former  Governments. 


Taking  the  tariff  as  introduced  by  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson,  which  was  an  increase  of  the  bur- 
dens on  the  community  of  some  £173,000,  and 
as  showing  he  overestimated  that  amount 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  £55,000,.  showing 
a  net  increase  of  taxation  by  the  proposals 
of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  of  £118,000,  in  round 
figures,  as  compared  with  the  tariff  introduced 
by  the  present  Government,  which  shifted  the 
burden  on  to  those  best  able  to  bear  it  and 
relieved  those  least  able  to  bear  it.  That  was 
the  position  of  the  tariff  of  1895.  So,  also,  if 
we  look  at  the  railways  we  see  progress  all  along 
the  line ;  and  it  is  only  necessary,  I  think,  that 
we  should  pay  some  attention  to  the  position 
the  railways  have  attained  under  the  able  ad- 
ministration of  the  Minister  in  charge  as  com- 
pared with  the  management'  under  the  Com- 
missioners. The  Railway  Service  is  popular 
throngh  the  whole  country.  The  honourable 
member  for  Ricoarton  shakes  his  head,  but  I  do 
not  know  there  is  much  in  that  shaJke.  Un- 
doubtedly, the  Railway  Service  is  popular 
through  the  whole  country  ;  and,  further  than 
that,  there  have  been  a  very  large  number 
of  concessions  given  to  settlers  in  the  carry- 
ing of  produce  of  a  perishable  nature,  and 
of  lime,  and  many  commodities  needed  for  the 
service  of  settlement,  and  in  this  direction 
the  Railway  Service  has  done  an  immense 
amount  of  good  to  the  country,  for  which 
no  particular  credit  is  taken,  only  it  is  right 
the  countiT  should  know  that  these  benefits 
are  derived  from  this  service.  There  is  one 
thing  I  wish  to  remind  the  Government  of,  as 
well  as  the  House.  As  I  have  been  agitating 
for  a  railway  in  a  portion  of  the  district  I  come 
from,  and  trying  to  impress  upon  the  Govern- 
ment the  necessity  of  carrying  out  such  a  rail- 
way^ I  should  like  the  House  to  remember 
that  in  the  North  Island,  which  requires  rail- 
ways to  a  much  greater  extent  than  the 
South,  we  have  five  hundred  miles  less  rail- 
ways than  in* the  South  Island.  This  is  a  very 
unfair  position,  because  the  construction  of 
roads  is  much  easier  in  the  South  and  over  a 
great  portion  of  Canterbury,  and  it  is  very 
unfair  for  the  North  Island  to  have  five 
hundred  miles  less  railway  than  the  South 
Island,  and  continue  paying  our  full  share 
of  the  interest  upon  the  cost.  I  hope  the 
Government  will  see  that  they  carry  out  the 
construction  ol  these  very  necessary  railways. 
Then,  to  come  to  land- settlement :  Is  any 
member  of  the  Opposition  prepared  to  go 
to  the  country  and  condemn  the  system  of 
land-settlement  which  the  Minister  of  Lands 
has  carried  into  effect?  They  do' not  do  it. 
What  has  been  their  statement  from  those 
benches,  and  on  the  public  platform?  That 
they  are  not  prepared  to  interfere  with  the 
settlement  of  the  land— that  they  are  prepared 
to  carry  out  the  measures  of  the  Government 
now  in  office — they  only  wish  to  get  into  power 
BO  as  to  have  the  opportunity.  Then,  in  all 
directions  have  attempts  been  made  to  make 
capital  against  the  Government ;  and  they  have 
failed  entirely,  so  far  as  the  land-settlement 
is  concerned.     The  increase   of  the  debt  of 
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the  colony  has  been  pointed  oat  as  an  in- 
stance of  the  evil  of  the  present  Qovernment ; 
and  it  is  an  increase  that  must  take  place  no 
Blatter  what  Qovernment  may  be  in  power. 
The  great  difierenoe  in  the  increase  that  has 
taken  place  since  the  present  Government  came 
mto  power  as  compared  with  the  increases 
made  by  previous  Gk>vemments  is  that  the 
increase  during  the  rigime  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment has  been  owing  to  the  purchase  of 
land  for  settlements  and  the  purchase  of 
l^ative  lands,  the  money  thus  being  spent  on 
reproductive  works,  while  the  policy  of  the 
previous  Government  was  the  carrying-out  of 
public  works  entirely  out  of  loan.  In  referring 
to  the  Financial  Statement,  a  statement  was 
made  as  if  the  expenditure  for  the  present  year 
would  be  £l31,OdO  in  excess  of  last  year.  Now, 
I  wish  to  say  that  is  not  the  fact— that  the 
actual  expenditure,  so  far  as  what  is  available 
for  public  works  is  concerned,  will  not  be  that 
much  in  excess,  for  this  reason  :  Over  £53,000 
arises  from  the  extra  provision  for  interest 
required  on  the  new  loans  authorised  during 
the  past  and  current  year,  and  £88,000  is 
required  for  departmental  increases,  which 
makes  £186,000  odd,  and  that  will  actually 
reduce  the  amount,  so  far  as  public  works 
are  concerned  from  the  revenue,  to  a  less 
amount  by  £6,000.  And  I  think,  in  view  of 
the  position  of  the  country,  and  in  view  of  the 
prosperity  that  we  can  see  obtains  all  over  the 
country,  the  Government  should  go  still  fur- 
ther in  the  prosecution  of  public  works.  The 
country  demands  it,  and  there  is  no  use  at- 
tempting to  carry  on  these  public  works  piece- 
meal, as  we  have  been  doing.  The  proposal 
has  been — and  I  admit  I  am  prepared  to  sup- 
port it  to  a  considerable  extent  —  the  pro- 
secution of  public  works  out  of  consolidated 
revenue ;  but  I  think  it  is  an  evil  principfe  to 
attempt  to  carry  out  the  whole  of  the  public 
works  from  the  surplus  that  may  be  received 
from  the  revenue,  for  the  simple  reason,  this 
is  revenue  derived  from  the  whole  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  money  expended  upon  public 
works  will  only  benefit  the  few.  In  that  respect, 
while  it  may  be  prudent  and  wise  to  supplement 
the  sums  set  apart  for  public  works  to  a  certain 
extent  by  using  a  portion  of  the  surplus,  I 
think  when  we  have  a  surplus  of  a  considerable 
amount  we  should  take  into  consideration  the 
advisability  of  reducing  the  taxation  on  the- 
necessaries  of  life.  We  have  been  continually 
trying  to  work  towards  what  may  be  termed  a 
free  breakfast- table,  and  I  should  like  the  Go- 
vernment to  work  still  further  in  that  direc- 
tion. An  instance  of  the  progress  that  has 
taken  place  throughout  the  country  we  can 
see  by  the  increased  value  of  property,  and  in 
this  connection  it  has  been  said  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  Government  that  this  increase 
has  resulted  from  the  Government  valuations. 
Kow,  if  one  considers  that  for  one  moment  he 
must  see  that  an  increase  from  that  source 
is  not  to  the  interest  of  any  Government — that 
it  is  not  to  their  interest  to  have  the  values  of 
the  land  higher  than  what  is  reasonable,  for 
this  reason  :  The  land  valuations  that  are 
Mr,  McQotvan 


taken  under  the  Government  valuation  of  land 
are  taken  for  the  purposes  of  lending  money ; 
hence  it  follows  tnat  they  must  desire  a  fair 
and  reasonable  valuation  in  order  that  they  may 
be  safe  in  the  advances  they  would  make  in 
that  direction,  and  also,  as  has  been  said,  in  the 
direction  of  purchasing  lands  for  settlement. 
Now,  coming  to  another  part  of  the  State- 
ment, there  is  a  reference  to  the  gold-mines 
and  to  the  progress  that  has  been  made  there ; 
and  I  would  just  like  to  refer  to,  I  think,  the 
first  Statement  that  the  present  Colonial  Trea- 
surer made  in  this  House,  when  he  was  Minister 
of  Mines  in  1891.  He  said  in  that  Statement* 
that  gold-mining  was  the  best  coloniser  any 
countrv  could  have.  I  do  not  wish  to  repeat- 
what  has  been  said  before,  but  I  know  that> 
the  gold-mining  industry  is  an  industry  that 
advances  settlement  in  a  direction  and  in  a 
manner  almost  better  than  any  other  -  system- 
which  could  be  devised,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  incentive  to  find  gold  introduces  saob 
a  large  population  in  a  district  that  the  country 
gets  opened  up  and  roads  are  made  where 
roads  have  never  been  made  before  ;  auriferous- 
country  is  discovered,  and  the  wealth  con- 
tained in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  is  won  tor  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  community  that  othen 
wise  would  have  lain  dormant,  and  the  com- 
munity is  enriched  to  that  extent  by  the  pro- 
duction of  this  gold  from  the  earth.  Ana  as- 
time  goes  on  science  comes  to  the  aid  of  gold- 
mining,  and  now  we  find  vast  amounts  of 
capital  invested  in  this  industry.  I  would 
impress  upon  the  Government  the  necessity 
of  encouraging  and  fostering  this  industry  m 
every  way.  At  the  present  time  it  labours 
under  some  difficulties,  which  I  think  it  is  the- 
duty  of  the  Government  to  remove-— such  as- 
taxation  and  rents :  in  many  cases  paying  as- 
much  for  land  as  the  fee-simple  of  the  land  is- 
worth ;  and  paying  this  year  after  year  to  the 
Govemmenc  for  the  right  to  do — what?  The 
right  to  win  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  com- 
munity  the  gold  in  the  land.  My  contention  is 
that  the  amount  of  labour  which  these  com- 
panies employ  is  quite  sufficient  rent,  because 
the  land  is  of  no  use  for  any  other  purpose — 
it  is  of  no  service  whatever  for  the  purposes  of 
settlement.  Then,  when  we  foUow  the  course 
of  the  mining  industry  we  find  that  many  of 
those  who  are  attracted  in  the  first  instance 
by  the  desire  to  obtain  wealth  remain  and 
become  permeoient  settlers  of  the  district ;  and 
I  think  upon  that  account  it  is  an  industry 
that  ought  to  be  fostered  in  a  greater  degree 
than  it  has  ever  yet  been  fostered.  I  would 
^1  Q  like  to  point  out  the  position  occupied 
'  by  the  honourable  members  of  the 
Opposition.  What  have  they  done?  They 
have  predicted  all  kinds  of  distress,  trouble,, 
and  ruin  to  happen  to  this  country  on  the 
advent  of  the  Liberal  party.  The  Liberal 
party  is  the  party  of  progression,  and  the 
only  party  that  has  done  their  best,  and,  I 
believe,  in  a  reasonable  wav,  to  meet  the  de- 
meinds  not  only  of  those  wnom  we  may  term 
Free-traders,  but  still  keeping  in  view  the 
necessity  for  revenue,  and  at  the  same  time. 
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helping  the  yonng  industries  of  the  country. 
This  was  abfloluUuy  necessary.  This  was  (he 
first  GoTemment  who  took  that  matter  really 
and  sincerely  in  hand ;  but  the  Opposition 
predicted  nothing  but  ruin,  and  that  ruin  has 
not  yet  come.  Instead  of  that,  settlement  has 
gone  on  progressing,  and  the  proof  of  progres- 
sion is  the  increased  wealth  of  the  colony  and 
the  great  increase  of  settlement  that  has  taken 
plaee  in  the  North  Island.  And,  Sir,  when 
the  present  Minister  of  Lands  took  office 
and  initiated  his  policy  the  Cheviot  Estate 
was  one  instance  held  up  as  a  finger-post 
to  point  to  the  dire  calamities  coming  upon 
the  country  by  this  Liberal  (Jovemment.  Yet 
that  has  proved  a  complete  success.  The 
next  thing  the  Opposition  harped  upon  was 
Pomidiaka ;  they  continued  to  harp  on  that  for 
years.  They  have  gone  from  pillar  to  post 
to  find  some  reason  or  other,  if  possible,  why 
they  should  blame  the  present  Government. 
Now,  I  am  giad  to  see  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition brings  in  a  resolution  that  is  just  suitable 
to  the  needs  of  the  present  Government,  be- 
cause what  have  the  Government  been  asking 
for  ?  Their  proposals  entail  the  very  thing  now 
aidced,  and  they  will  prove  whether  the  Opposi- 
tion .are  sincere  In  helping  on  the  country  or  not. 
The  proposal  is  just  what  this  Government  re- 
quire—a sum  of  money  to  carry  on  the  neces- 
saiy  works — and  the  proposal  of  the  Government 
is  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply  for  that  pur- 
pose. But  we  know  this  is  like  the  trick  tried 
before.  It  is  not  long  ago  a  trick  was  tried  in 
the  same  direction,  and  it  was  to  some  extent 
successful.  When  we  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply  we  will  see  whether  those  honourable 
gentlemen  will  be  prepared  to  deny  that 
amount  of  money  which  is  wanted  to  supply 
the  neoessaiy  rolling-stock  for  the  railway  ser- 
vice. There  is  nothing  like  pinning  these 
people  to  the  position  they  have  taken  up,  and 
proving  whether  they  are  sincere  or  not,  be- 
cause they  are  very  anxious  to  attribute  in- 
sincerity to  our  side,  and  are  very  frequently 
charging  the  present  occupiers  of  the  Go> 
▼emment  benches  with  being  insincere.  Now, 
Sir,  Captain  Russell  accused  the  Premier  of 
taking  up  a  good  deal  of  time  in  dealing  with 
an  article  that  appeared  in  a  newspaper.  Now, 
what  did  that  honourable  gentleman  do  him- 
self 7  He  took  up  a  greater  portion  of  his  time 
in  dealing  with  sophistry,  and  he  did  not  deal 
either  with  the  Finanoiflkl  Statement  or  the 
amendment  one  way  or  the  other.    That  Is  a 

C'tion  that  cannot  be  denied  even  by  the 
Durable  gentleman's  own  friends.  Sir,  if 
we  look  back  upon  the  history  of  the  legislation 
that  has  been  passed  since  this  Government 
took  office,  what  is  the  position^    Whenever  a 

E regressive  measure  has  been  initiated,  what 
as  been  the  attitude  of  those  honourable 
Sentlemen  opposite?  Sir,  it  has  been  block- 
Dg,  blocking,  olocking  all  the  way ;  whenever 
a  measure  has  been  introduced  that  has  been 
lor  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  greater  num- 
ber of  the  community,  as  contrasted  with  the 
welfare  of  the  few,  we  have  had  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  blocking  all  the  time,  at  the 


same  time  saying  in  words  they  are  prepared 
to  carry  out  these  measures,  but  in  their 
actions  proving  the  very  opposite.  The  proof 
of  the  progress  of  the  colony  is  declared,  I 
think,  very  conclusively,  first  of  all  in  the 
increase  in  exports  and  the  increase  of  settle- 
ment, and  in  the  general  progress  of  the 
country,  and  in  the  increased  power  of  ex- 
penditure that  the  people  possess  at  the 
present  time.  This,  I  think,  is  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  progress  the  country  has 
made  under  the  present  Liberal  Government ; 
and  it  is  only  because  the  honourable  gentle- 
men opposite  have  no  policy.  Sir,  have  they 
ever  yet  propounded  a  policy  ?  Not  at  all ; 
what  they  are  prepared  to  do  is  to  come  in  and 
occupy  these  benches  with  the  policy  measures 
introduced  by  this  Government.  But  they  have 
no  policy  to  place  before  the  country.  They 
can  only  go  round  stating  this  present  Govern- 
ment is  injuring  the  country,  while  the  pro- 
gress. Sir,  all  the  time  is  on  the  Liberal  side. 
I  shall  not  detain  the  House  any  longer. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Oaversham).— Sir,  I  am 
very  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  of  saying 
a  few  words  on  the  Financial  Statement  of  1898, 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating 
the  Government  on  the  very  friendly  attitude 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  adopted  to- 
night in  criticizing  the  Statement  that  has  been 
placed  before  us.  I  have  also  pleasure  in  con- 
gratulating the  leader  of  the  Opposition  on  the- 
very  cunning  amendment  with  which  he  con- 
cluded his  speech.  It  was  an  amendment,  I 
believe,  drafted  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
a  few  honourable  gentlemen  who  he  knew 
had  a  very  large  railway  vote  in  their  constitu- 
encies ;  and  I  was  very  pleased  also  to  find  that 
for  once  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  agreed 
heartily  and  cordially  with  the  financial  pro- 
posal tha^  is  outlined  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment by  the  Government  in  connection  with  rail- 
way matters.  What  does  this  Financial  State- 
ment propose  ?  It  states  that  £200,000  is  to  be 
set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  ad- 
quiring  new  rolling-stock,  the  importation  of 
locomotives,  and  so  on.  And  yet  we  find  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  remarks,  moving  this  amendment :  *'  That 
it  is  desirable  that  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
to  enable  the  construction  of  the  required  rail- 
way rolling-stock  be  put  in  hand  at  once."  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman* 
seeing  that  he  has  taken  such  a  keen  and 
lively  interest  in  railway  matters  all  at  once» 
why  did  he  not  tell  the  Government,  when  he 
put  a  (question  on  the  Order  Paper  a  few  days 
ago  criticizing  the  administration  of  the  rail- 
ways very  severely,  as  to  the  want  of  rolling- 
stock — the  want  of  a  '*  birdcage  "  for  himself 
and  friends  when  he  was  travelling  to  Napier 
the  other  day— why  did  he  not  then  state  openly 
to  this  House  that  he  hoped  the  Minister 
for  Railways  would  come  down  with  a  bold 
forward  policy,  and  that,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  would  cordially  support  it  ?  If  he 
had  said  that,  then  I  would  have  said  he 
would  have  been  taking  up  the  position  of  an 
honourable  and  sincere  man,  who  was  anxious. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


552         Financial  Statement : 


[HOUSE.]       Want  of  Confidence.      [Aug.  16 


to  see  the  railways  in  proper  working-order. 
But  what  does  he  do?  Instead  of  that,  he 
comes  down  with  a  left-handed  amendment; 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  even  the  author  of  it.  I  am  afraid  there 
were  more  heads  than  his  in  the  drafting  of 
this  amendment.  The  position  is  this:  1  re- 
present, I  think,  as  large  a  railway  vote  as 
there  is  in  this  colony. 

An  Hon.  MsMBBB.—That  is  awkward. 

Mr.  MOBKISON.— No,  it  is  not  awkward. 
It  may  be  awkward  for  a  member  who  requires 
to  get  the  brand  ''Honest  John  Duthie'*  on 
him  before  he  can  walk  the  streets  of  Wel- 
lington, but  it  is  not  required  in  my  oase, 
because  mv  constituents  know  me  perfectly 
well,  and  they  know  that,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  never  neglect  the  workers  in  my  con- 
stituency, and  least  of  all  the  railway-servants. 
But  I  am  not  going  to  be  caught  with  an 
amendment  of  this  description.  You  know  the 
old  adage,  Sir,  about  putting  salt  on  the  bird's 
tail  you  went  to  catch.  Well,  I  can  assure 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  I  am  too  old 
a  bird  to  be  caught  in  that  manner.  The  fact 
of  the  matter  is  this:  As  far  as  the  railway 
employes  are  concerned,  they  are  and  will  be 
«ll  re- employed  if  this  £200,000  proposed  to  be 
borrowed  for  the  construction  of  rolling-slock  is 
passed  by  the  House,  and  I  hope  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House  will 
cordially  support  the  proposal.  The  railway-ser- 
vants thoroughly  understand  the  position,  and 
they  thoroughly  understand  the  motive  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  bringing  forward  this 
amendment  to  night.  I  challenge  the  honour- 
able gentleman  now— and  I  give  him  a  straight- 
out  challenge — and  ask  him,  is  he  prepared  to 
support  the  placing  of  £100,000  more  on  the 
supplementary  estimates  for  providing  addi- 
tional rolling  stock  for  the  railways  of  this 
colony  over  and  above  the  £200,000  proposed 
to  be  voted  by  the  Government  ?  Is  he  pre- 
pared to  do  that?  I  know  the  Minister  has 
already  made  provision  for  £200,000.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  sincere  in  the  amend- 
ment he  has  moved,  surely  he  will  support  me 
in  bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Government 
to  put  another  £100,000  on  the  supplementary 
estimates.  If  he  does  that  I  shall  have 
some  faith  in  the  honourable  gentleman's 
sincerity.  If  he  does  not,  we  can  only  re- 
gard this  amendment  as  a  political  trap 
that  has  been  set  to  catch  what  we  may  call 
the  unsophisticated  young  men  of  this  House. 
Now,  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  House  the  very 
disingenuous  line  of  argument  adopted  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  his  speech  to-night. 
In  the  first  place  he  talked  about  the  increased 
debt  per  head  in  1894  and  1897.  He  stated 
that  m  1894  it  was  £2  6s.  4d.,  and  in  1897  it 
was  £2  Ids.,  and  therefore  he  argued,  as  a 
result  of  the  increased  taxation  through  the 
alteration  of  the  tariff,  the  taxation  had  been 
increased  by  the  sum  of  6s.  8d.  on  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  country.  Why  does 
the  honourable  gentleman,  in  quoting  statistics, 
not  quote  them  fairly  ?  Go  back  to  1898,  before 
the  tariff  was  altered,  and  what  do  we  find  ? 
Mr,  Morrison 


An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Take  1894. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— We  shall  take  1893.  1894 
was  a  bad  year—one  of  the  lean  years  which 
the  colony  had  to  go  through  during  these  last 
four  or  five  years.  In  1893  things  were  fairly 
good,  and  what  do  we  find  ?  That  the  taxation 
in  1898  was  £2  10s.  4d. ;  in  1894,  £2  6i.  4d. ;  in 
1895,  £2  6s.  9d. ;  in  1896,  £2  9s.  lid.;  and  in 
1897,  £2  Ids.  Now,  is  there  any  way  of  ac- 
counting for  the  increase  other  than  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  stated  ?  He  drew  a 
comparison  as  between  1894  and  1897,  and 
stated  that  this  68.  8d.  was  extra  taxation 
placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  people.  Now, 
I  deny  that  in  toto^  and  I  am  prepared  to  prove 
that  the  position  I  have  taken  up  is  absolately 
correct ;  and  that  is  something  mors  than  we 
get  from  the  honourable  gentiemen  opoosite. 
We  get  plenty  ef  assertions  from  them,  but 
very  little  proof.  The  proof  I  have  got  .to  give 
the  honourable  gentlemem  is  in  connection  with 
our  Customs  tariff.  What  was  the  Customs 
taril!  in  1893-95  ?  I  am  taking  a  year  before  the 
tarifi  was  touched  at  all,  and  in  doing  so  I  think 
I  am  making  a  fair  comparison.  I  will  take  the 
year  1893-94 ;  the  tariff  was  not  then  touched, 
and  I  say  the  comparison  is  fair  between 
1893-94  and  1897-98.  We  find  the  reysnue 
from  Customs  in  1893-94  was  £1,655,602  17s.  Id. 
I  think  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Patea  is  strong  on  the  pennies,  so  I  give  him 
the  pennies  this  time.  Now,  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  in  framing  his  estimates  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1895,  made  allowance  for 
a  drop  in  his  estimate  of  £55,000,  and  he  found 
at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  that  he  had 
overestimated  the  receipts  from  the  Customs 
by  no  less  a  sum  than  £30,215,  thus  showing 
the  drop  in  one  year,  from  31  st  March,  1894,  to 
31st  March,  1895,  was  £85,000.  Now,  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  iu  bringing  down  his  Budget 
for  1895-96— this  was  after  the  tariff  was 
altered  in  October,  1895— freimed  his  estimates 
for  a  further  drop  of  £9,784,  which  made  the 
grand  total  over  £94,000  which  the  late  Coio- 
n  al  Treasurer  estimated  he  would  receive 
less  than  in  1893-94  ;  but  he  found  that  things 
were  beginning  to  mend  in  this  colony. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Taxation. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— No,  it  was  not  taxation  ; 
it  was  prosperity  that  had  once  more  oome 
back  to  us,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  increase 
the  Customs  revenue  and  the  revenue  of  nearly 
every  department  of  the  public  service.  Every 
department,  I  maintain,  has  shown  a  marked 
increase — that  is,  departments  that  were  not 
touched  in  any  way  by  the  tariff.  If  proof 
were  wanted,  I  think  this  would  show  the  pro- 
sperous times  that  the  colony  has  been  enjoyins 
these  last  few  years.  If  time  permitted  I  coald 
go  chrough  the  items  and  point  them  out ;  but 
understand  this.  Sir :  that  even  on  the  Slst 
March,  1896,  our  Customs  revenue  had  not 
reached  the  figures  of  1893-94  by  no  less  a  sum 
than  £6,000.  That  was  after  the  tariff  was  in 
operation.  The  exact  figures  for  1893-94  are 
£1,655,502  17s.  Id.— I  am  still  hanging  on  to 
the  penny— and  for  1895-96  £1,649,310  7s.  Sd. ; 
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«o  that  yoa  will  see  that  all  those  honourahle 
j^entlemen'B  azgumeotg  about  the  increased 
^astoms  revenne  being  largely  due  to  the 
alteration  in  the  tariff  simply  fall  to  the 
4;roand.  Kow,  I  will  take  another  line.  Let  us 
look  at  the  figures  between  1895-96, 1896-97, 
■and  1897-98.  Now,  the  amount  received  as 
Oustoms  revenue  for  1896-97  was  £1,818,972, 
and  for  1897-98  it  was  £1,935,261,  or  a  difference 
of  £168,420  as  between  1898-94  and  1896-97,  and 
a  differenoe  of  £279,749  as  between  1893-94  and 
1897-98  in  favour  of  1897-98.  This  increase, 
the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  say,  is 
largely  due  to  the  increase  in  taxation.  But  I 
■ask,  Is  there  no  other  way  in  which  to  account 
for  that  increase  ?  I  think  there  is  another  way, 
and  I  will  state  it  to  the  House,  not  with  the 
hope  of  convincing  any  honourable  meinber  on 
the  opposite  side,  but  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
the  facts  before  the  country.  In  1894  we  im- 
ported goods  of  the  value  of  £5,990,177  (exclud- 
ing specie),  while  in  1897  we  imported  goods  to 
the  value  of  £7,994,201,  or  a  difference  in  favour 
of  1897  of  £2,004,024 :  that  is,  we  imported  in 
1897  goods  to  the  value  of  £2,000,000  more  than 
in  1894.  The  Customs  revenue  received  in 
189a-94  was  £1,655,602  178.  Id.,  and  in  1897-98 
the  amount  so  received  was  £1,986,251,  or  an 
increase  of  £279,749.  I  challenge  any  of  the 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  to  go  through 
these  figures  and  to  scrutinise  them,  and  they 
will  find  that  the  revenue  for  1897,  instead  of 
having  increased  only  by  £279,749,  should, 
according  to  the  volume  of  imports,  have  in- 
oreased  by  no  less  than  £550,000— that  is, 
taking  the  figures  on  the  same  ratio  as  the 
revenue  we  received  before  the  tariff  was 
altered.  We  know  that  our  imports  in  1894 
produced  the  revenue  I  have  stated  ;  we  know 
that  we  have  increased  our  imports  by  over 
two  millions,  and  we  know  that  the  in- 
creased revenue  is  only  £299,749  ;  and  I  say 
that  if  the  two  millions  of  extra  imports 
bad  paid  the  same. duty  as  the  five  millions 
of  imports  of  1893-94  we  should  have  had 
an  increased  revenue  of  £550,000  instead  of 
£279,000.  That  is  one  way,  then,  of  proving 
that  this  crv  of  increased  taxation  is  a  mere 
bogey  raised  for  political  purposes.  I  have 
made  the  statement  before  in  this  House,  and 
I  challenge  any  member  to  deny  it,  that  by 
the  late  revision  of  the  tariff  we  placed  175 
articles  on  the  free-list.  Some  of  these  may 
not  have  been  mentioned  in  the  previous 
tariff ;  but  at  any  rate  the  fact  is  that  now 
there  are  175  articles  on  the  free-list  which 
were  either  not  mentioned  in  the  previous 
tariff  or  on  which  duty  was  being  paid.  Then 
we  may  look  at  the  matter  from  the  point  of 
view  of  our  population.  Is  our  population  to 
have  no  effect  on  the  Customs  returns?  I 
think  an  honourable  gentleman  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  of  the  House  once  remarked  that 
.  instead  'of  our  population  increasing  it  was 
decreasing.  Now,  I  maintain  that  statement 
was  entirely  incorrect ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
maintain  that  our  population  is  increasing, 
and  increasing  fairly  well.  Now,  the  popula- 
tion in  April,  1896,  was  708,360,  and  our  popu- 


lation on  the  80th  June,  1898,  was  783,666 
persons,  or  an  increase  of  over  thirty  thou- 
sand persons.  I  would  like  to  ask  if  tho<)e 
thirty  thousand  persons  have  not  to  be  clothed 
and  fed,  and  to  purchase  necessaries  of  life 
somewhere  or  another.  Is  that  going  to  have 
no  effect  on  the  revenue  you  receive  ?  I  say 
it  should;  but,  of  course,  these  honourable 
gentlemen  say  **No."  All  I  can  say  is  this: 
that  if  they  were  to  go  on  the  public  platform 
in  any  place  in  the  colony  and  address  a  body 
of  people  who  have  even  only  a  Hlight  acquaint- 
ance with  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  I  can  assure 
them  they  would  have  some  difficulty  in  con- 
vincing them  that  their  view  was  correct. 
Now,  there  is  another  way  of  driving  this  point 
home,  and  I  will  give  it  in  the  shape  of  a  simple 
illustration.  I  will  suppose,  for  .instance,  that 
there  is  a  merchant  in  Wellington  who  is  doing 
business,  and  he  has  got  two  ...undred  cus- 
tomers on  his  books,  and  they  buy  from  him 
all  they  consume  or  require  in  the  shape  of 
clothing,  food,  et  eetera^  and  he  is  doing  fairly 
well.  A  friend  meets  him  one  day  and  asks, 
"  How  are  you  getting  on?  "  He  says,  "  Oh, 
all  right.  I  do  not  suppose  I  am  making  much 
money,  but  I  am  doing  fjkirly  well."  Well, 
that  merchant  by  paying  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness succeeds  in  increasing  his  customers  from 
two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  thirty — he 
has  added  thirty  fresh  customers  to  his  list, 
and  they  are  all  good  marks ;  times  have  im- 
proved ;  money  is  more  plentiful ;  and  the  pur- 
chasing-power o'  the  two  hundred  and  thirty 
has  been  very  mnch  increased.  Well,  he 
meets  his  frierd  again  on  another  day,  and 
his  friend  says, "  How*s  business  ?  how  are  yon 
getting  along  ?  "  The  merchant  says,  **  I  am 
doing  splendidly,  better  than  ever  I  did.  A  few 
years  of  this  and  I  shall  be  able  to  build  up 
a  very  comfortable  competency."  I  forgot  to 
mention  that  the  merchant's  friend  wan  a 
lawyer,  for,  as  a  rule,  they  are  the  only  class 
in  the  community  that  profess  to  be  able  to 
teach  every  man  his  business.  The  lawyer 
says,  "  Oh,  how  do  you  make  that  out?  You 
must  have  raised  the  price  of  your  goods  to 
bring  that  about."  **  No,"  says  the  merchant, 
"  I  have  not  raised  the  price  of  my  goods.  You 
may  be  a  very  good  lawyer,  but  you  are  not  a 
merchant.  The  position  is  this :  I  have  added 
thirty  more  customers  to  my  list,  sir,  all  good 
marks ;  times  are  good  ;  money  is  plentiful ; 
and  they  are  purchasing  a  class  of  article 
from  which  I  make  a  very  good  profit;  and 
I  am  doing  this  extra  trade  without  any  ad- 
ditional expense  worth  speaking  of."  There  is 
the  whole  secret.  I  say,  if  you  put  the  colony 
in  this  merchant's  place,  it  exactly  fills  the 
bill;  and  the  lesson  is  this:  the  colony  has 
increased  the  number  of  its  customers  by 
thirty  thousand ;  good  times  have  come  along, 
and  our  people  are  spending  money  more  freely 
than  they  were  in  the  habit  of  doing  during 
the  lean  years;  and  the  result  is  additional 
revenue  has  been  brought  into  the  coffers  of 
the  State  which  did  not  come  in  during  the 
lean  years,  when  the  people  had  to  be  con- 
tented with  simply  buying  the  barest  neces- 
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•aries  of  life.  I  wish  to  hark  back  to  the 
leader  of  the  Oppoeition  for  a  few  momente. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  was  kind  enough 
to  draw  attention  to  oar  sarpinses;  and, 
judging  from  the  tenor  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  remarks,  I  think  he  rather  re- 
gretted these  continual  surpluses  cropping  up. 
He  said  that  surpluses  were  not  altogether  a 
blessing— that  they  had  a  tendency  to  induce 
extravagance — that  they  had  a  tendency  to 
encourage  honourable  members  in  supporting 
particular  votes  without  inquiring  very  closely 
mto  them.  I  think  that  was  about  the 
tenor  of  the  honourable  member's  remarks 
as  regards  surpluses.  Well,  Sir,  I  think  that 
the  State  should  be  run  on  somewhat  the 
same  lines  as  a  man  runs  his  own  private 
business.  I  wonder  if  the  honourable  member 
regrets  at  the  end  of  the  year  if  he  has  had  a 
handsome  surplus  over  expenditure?  And  if 
^ .  q^  he  has  a  handsome  surplus  at  the  end 
11. 9U.  ^£  ^j^^  JQAT,  does  that  induce  htm  to 
spend  money  extravagantly  the  following  year? 
Surely  not.  And  if  the  same  thing  niad  a 
tendency  in  this  House  to  induce  extrava- 
gance, surely  it  should  have  a  tendency  to 
induce  extravagance  by  a  private  runholder. 
The  point  is  this :  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
means  to  say  that  the  surplus  of  one  year 
would  be  more  than  swallowed  up  by  the 
increased  expenditure  of  the  next.  My  reply 
is  that,  instead  of  our  surpluses  disappearing, 
as  they  would  if  the  honourable  gentleman's 
argument  is  a  correct  one,  they  are  actually  in- 
creasing year  by  year.  I  do  not  think  there 
was  very  much  in  the  argument  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  The  honourable  gentleman 
then  went  on  to  give  us  a  few  witticisms  about 
dropping  two  "  d's"  in  a  word  and  substituting 
two  **  t's,"  so  as  to  alter  the  word  **  plodder  "  in- 
to "  plotter,"  and  he  said  it  fitted  the  Premier  to 
a  "  t,"  and  so  on.  Now,  if  I  wished  to  reply  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  same  strain  I 
might  reply  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is, 
I  admit,  an  authority  on  plotting,  for  he  and 
his  party  have  been  plotting  to  get  on  to  the 
Ministerial  benches  for  seven  years,  and  they 
are  not  there  yet;  and  the  plausible  amend- 
ment which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
moved  to-night  is  only  a  sample  of  the  plot- 
ting which  he  and  his  friends  are  always  prac- 
tising. Now,  what  a  position  for  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  —  the  leader  of  the  great 
Conservative  party  in  this  colony — to  stand 
up  in  his  place  and  criticize  the  State- 
ment in  the  manner  he  did.  I  consider  that 
it  was  quite  childish.  Now  we  come  back  to 
the  Railways  Statement.  I  have  taken  some 
interest  in  the  Railways  Statement,  and  per- 
haps that  is  more  than  the  honourable  mem- 
ber can  say.  The  position  of  our  railways 
«8  regards  rolling-stock  at  the  present  time 
is  this — that  is,  according  to  the  Railways 
statement:  On  the  81st  March,  1895,  we  had 
269  locomotives,  498  carriages,  204  brake-vans, 
8,264  wagons,  and  5,477  tarpaulins.  That  was 
at  the  time  the  Government  took  charge  of 
the  railways.  That  was  the  position  then. 
Since  then  there  were  additions  up  to  31st 
Mr,  Morrison 


March,  1898«  of  four  locomotives,  forty-five- 
carriages,  three  brake-vans,  544  wagons^ 
and  605  tarpaulins,  the  work  of  which  has  all 
been  done  in  the  colony,  thus  providing  em- 
ployment for  a  very  large  number  of  men^ 
That  is  what  the  Qovemment  have  done  in  a. 
little  over  two  years.  Now,  what  would  the 
Minister  for  Railways  require  to  do  to  place 
the  plant  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  the 
plant  of  1895  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  in-^ 
creased  traffic?  He  would  require  to  have 
fifty  additional  locomotives,  fifty-five  carriageSv 
thirty>eight  brake-vans,  1,149  wagons,  and  490 
tarpaulins,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £791,207. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  that  no  Minister  for 
Railways  could  have  any  idea  or  the  slightest 
conception  that  the  railway  traffic  would  grow 
to  such  dimensions  during  the  last  two  years- 
that  it  has  done.  But  just  to  show  that  the 
railways  are  fairly  equipped — although  there 
is  certainly  a  deficiency  m  rolling-stock  at  pre- 
sent as  compared  with  other  railways — allow 
me  just  to  quote  Victoria  as  an  exam^e. 
Victoria  has  spent  £88,829,402  on  her  railways. 
She  has  the  4  ft.  8  in.  gauge — ^the  broad  gauge. 
I  have  not  time  to  give  the  figures  for  the 
passenger  traffic ;  but  2,883,445  tons  of  good» 
was  carried  over  the  railways.  As  to  the 
number  of  wagons  and  break-vans,  I  have* 
not  been  able  to  get  them  separately,  but  the 
total  number  Victoria  had  for  the  carriage 
of  this  tonnage  of  goods  was  9,053.  New  Zea- 
land has  spent  £15,993,908,  and  has  carried 
goods  to  the  extent  of  2,518,867  tons,  with 
wagons  and  break-vans  numbering  8,925,  or, 
deducting  the  break-vans,  207,  we  have  8,7^ 
wagons,  carrying  134,612  tons  more  of  goods 
than  Victoria  with  a  very  much  larger  carxying- 
oapaoity.  Then,  again,  as  regards  the  railway 
report.  I  know  the  statement  has  been  made^ 
and,  no  doubt,  will  again  be  made  to-night» 
that  the  railways  have  been  grossly  mis- 
managed, and  have  been  starved  in  the  past. 
I  will  draw  honourable  members'  attention  to 
the  report  of  Mr.  Ronayne,  the  General  Man- 
ager, where  he  states, — 

•'The  capital  cost  has  increased  from 
£15,577,392  to  £15,993,908 ;  the  revenue  has 
been  £1,876,008,  against  £1,286,158  last  year, 
an  increase  of  £89,850 ;  the  net  revenue  has 
been  £518.817,  against  £497,104  last  year,  an 
increase  of  £21,713 ;  the  expenditure  has  been 
£857,191,  against  £789,054  last  year,  an  in- 
crease of  £68,137 ;  the  expenditure  per  cent, 
of  revenue,  £52-30,  as  compared  with  £61*35 
last  year;  the  rate  of  interest  earned  on 
capital  cost,  £3  4s.  lOd.,  as  compared  with 
£3  38.  lOd.  last  year ;  the  revenue  per  train- 
mile,  7s.  6d.,  and  the  cost  per  train -mile, 
4s.  8d.,  as  against  7s.  6id.  and  4s.  Hd,  respec- 
tively last  year.  The  following  extensions 
have  been  opened  during  the  year :  Kanohi  to 
Makarau,  3  m.  6ch. ;  Newman  to  Woodville, 
24  m.  40  ch.;  Hyde  to  Eokonga,  10  m*.  2ch. : 
total,  37  m.  88  oh. 

"  The  following  are  the  comparisons  of  the 
traffic,  revenue,  and  expenses  for  the  paat 
eighteen  years : — 
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H 


III 


I 


1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 
1888-^ 
1884-85 
1886-86 
1886-87 
1887-88 
1888-89 
1889-90 
1890-91 
1891-92 
1892-98 
189a-94 
1894-95 
1895-96 
1896-97 
1897-98 


1,277 
1.819 
1,868 
1,396 
1,477 
1,613 
1,727 
1,758 
1,777 
1,809 
1,842 
1,869 
1,886 
1,948 
1,993 
2,014 
2,018 
2,065 


£ 

886,464 

892,026 

953,347 

961,304 

1,046,712 

1,047,419 

998,768 

994,843 

997,615 

1,096,570 

1,121,701 

1,115,432 

1,181,522 

1.172,793 

1,150,851 

1,183,041 

1.286,168 

1,376,008 


£ 
521.957 
528,099 
692,821 
665,990 
690,026 
690,340 
699,072 
687,328 
647,045 
682,787 
700,703 
706,517 
732,142 
736,359 
732,160 
751,368 
789,054 
857,191 


62-40 
58-64 
6218 
68-24 
65-99 
65-91 
69-99 
6909 
64-86 
62-32 
62-47 
63-34 
61-97 
62-70 
63-62 
63-51 
61-35 
6230 


1,877.783 
1,437,714 
1,564,793 
1,700,040 
1,749,856 
1,823,767 
1,747,764 
1,735,762 
1,920,431 
2,073,956 
2,086,011 
2,066,791 
2,193,330 
2,060,646 
2,048,391 
2,087,798 
2,368,927 
2.518,867 


No. 
286,865 
316,611 
341,186 
369,896 
347,425 
349,428 
372,397 
399,109 
399,056 
405,838 
413,074 
430,216 
460,383 
486,787 
479,683 
489,177 
524,068 
563,998 


No. 

300,704 

843,751 

477,076 

686,287 

729,528 

858,662 

942,017 

940,209 

919,392 

1,068,575 

1,348,364 

1,153,501 

1,393,457 

1,433,679 

1,604,103 

1,932,709 

2,052,846 

2,444,314 


No. 
2,849,561  I 
2,911,477  I 
3,283,378 
3,272,644 
3.232,886  ! 
3,362,266  , 
8,426,403 
3,461,850 
3,132,803 
3, 376; 469 
3,433,629  , 
3,655,764  , 
3,759,044 
3,972,701 
3,906,578 
4,162,426 
4,439,387 
4,672,264 


No.l^ 

6,499 

7,207 

8,621 

9,035 

8,999 

10,717 

11,821 

11,518 

11,817 

12,311 

13,881 

16,341 

16,504 

17,226^ 

28,628 

36,233 

43,06» 

48,660 


And  also  of  the  traffic  in  local  products  for  the  past  thirteen  years : — 


Year. 

Wool. 

Timber. 

Orain. 

Biinerals. 

Horses  and 
CatUe. 

Sbeep  and 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

No. 

No. 

1885-86 

74,778 

202,572 

413,847 

669.081 

46,152 

822,028 

1886-87 

82,963 

175,581 

846,254 

719,679 

46,600 

904,582 

1887-88 

-84.147 

158,024 

368.021 

700,140 

42,067 

907,443 

1888-89 

78,203 

160,399 

447.027 

786,690 

37,804 

889,966 

1889-90 

91,214 

172,814 

498,199 

797,117 

41,058 

1,036,875 

1890-91 

87,701 

163,078 

628,683 

828,079 

44.999 

1,313,156 

1891-92 

86.888 

170,521 

442.277 

873,899 

47,618 

1,117,258 

1892-93 

96,842 

168,910 

523,637 

884,031 

46,590 

1,359,860 

1893-94 

101,340 

183.192 

411,191 

864,538 

51,573 

1,394,466 

1894-95 

103,328 

198,578 

888,566 

857,917 

52,075 

1,663,213 

1895-96 

99,363 

213,132 

874,699 

878,659 

50.766 

1,893,068 

1896-97 

98,968 

267,825 

423,888 

1.032.252 

47,256 

2,016,437 

1897-98 

103,055 

313,073 

427,448 

1,048,868 

54,871 

2,399,37^ 

*'  The  passenger  traffic  shows  an  increase  of 
232,877  passengers  and  5,591  season  tickets,  the 
increased  revenue  derived  therefrom  being 
£28,270.  449,581  holiday  excursionists  have 
travelled,  yielding  a  revenue  of  £80,822.  45,361 
scholars  and  teachers,  and  35,064  parents  and 
friends,  travelled  by  school  and  factory  ezcur- 
f>ionB,  yielding  a  revenue  of  £6,570.  There  has 
again  been  a  large  increase  in  the  goods  and 
live-stock  traffic— namely,  149,440  tons.  The 
revenue  from  goods  and  live-stock  has  increased 
by  £63,426.  Oattle  have  increased  in  number, 
8,357;  calves,  669;  and  sheep,  392.485.  Pigs 
have  decreased  9,543.  Ghafi  and  lime  traffic 
has  increased  by  16,034  tons ;  wool,  4,096  tons ; 
firewood,  3,642  tons ;  timber,  55.248  tons ;  grain. 
8.660  tons ;  merchandise.  49,593  tons ;  minerals, 
16,616  tons.  The  work  of  building  new  car- 
riage- and  wagon- stock  is  proceeding  slowly. 


The  department  is  not  in  a  position  to  give  the 

same  quick  despatch  as  was   possible  three 

I  vears  ago,   the  additions  to  rolling-stock  not 

'  having  ke)>t  pace  with  the  expanding  traffic. 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  still  increases, 

£26,006  having  been  spent  in  excess  of  the 

amount  for  1896-97.    Advantage  has  been  taken 

of  the  buoyant  revenue  to  spend  liberally  in 

'  this  direction." 

So  that  shows  that,  as  far  as  the  railways 
are  concerned,  they  have  certainly  not  been 
starved.    You  will  see.  Sir,  the  large  increases 
that  have  taken  place,  and  it  was  simply  im- 
possible for  the  railway  management  to  cope 
with  such  a  sudden  increase  in  traffic  as  i» 
!  shown  by  the  report.    There  is  something  in 
i  the    Budget    about  additional  aid    to  public 
'  works.    It  has  been  said  that  the  Qovemment 
.  are  borrowing  large  sums  of  money,  and  that 
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their  surpluses  are  macle  up  entirely  out  of 
borrowed  money.  I  maintain  that  is  not  so. 
The  fact  still  remains,  and  there  is  no  getting 
away  from  it,  that,  during  the  seven  years  the 
Government  have  been  in  power,  they  have 
handed  over  £1,850,000  out  of  surplus  from  the 
Oonsotidated  Fund  to  the  Public  Works  Fund. 
If  the  money  had  not  been  there  how  could 
they  have  passed  it  along?  This  year  they 
propose  to  set  apart  £425,000— £350,000  to  be 
-devoted  direct  to  the  Public  Works  Fund; 
J625,000  in  aid  of  harbour  defence  works  and 
defence  services ;  £25,000  to  defray  the  cost  of 
our  parliamentary  institution ;  and  £25,000  in 
aid  of  the  additional  requirements  of  lunatic 
asylums,  new  methods,  6^  ce/^a:  that  is  £425,000 
to  be  borrowed  out  of  consolidated  revenue  this 
^^ear.  I  know  it  may  be  said  in  certain  quarters 
that  we  have  a  right  to  reduce  taxation  when 
we  have  these  large  annual  surpluses.  I  have 
-shown  to-night  that  our  large  annual  surplus 
is  largely  owing  to  the  increased  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  colony  within  the  last  two 
^ears.  I  maintain  tliat  it  Is  not  owing  to  any 
increase  of  the  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of 
life,  or  on  any  other  article.  Of  course,  I 
claim  to  be  one  of  those  who  are  prepared  to 
support  local  industry  by  every  reasonable 
means.  But  I  have  a  right  to  ask  those  honour- 
able gentlemen,  now  that  this  phase  of  the 
question  has  cropped  up,  do  we  not  know  per- 
fectly well  that  the  same  amount  of  revenue 
will  be  required  to  run  the  departmental  ma- 
chine ?  If  we  are  going  to  reduce  our  taxation 
on  a  certain  class  of  goods  passing  throngh  the 
Customs,  the  result  will  be  that  we  shall  cripple 
our  revenue.  How,  I  ask,  can  we  be  certain, 
•if  we  reduce  taxation,  that  instead  of  a  surplus 
we  may  not  have  a  deficit?  And  how,  then, 
shall  we  be  able  to  pay  our  way  ?  I*  am  going 
to  ask  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite 
where  would  the  money  to  meet  that  deficit 
come  from.  If  you  established  free-trade  in 
the  colony  tomorrow  where  are  you  ?  The 
same  amount  of  money  will  he  required.  You 
would  have  to  get  the  money  somewhere ;  and 
I  ask  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite,  who 
have  BO  largely  benefited  by  our  public-works 
expenditure  in  the  past,  why  they  are  so  con- 
tinually howling  out  about  the  large  amount  of 
interest  we  have  to  pay  on  the  borrowed  mil- 
lions. Why,  Sir,  they  should  be  the  very  last 
to  crv  out  about  that  expenditure,  seeing  it 
raised  these  honourable  gentlemen  and  their 
friends  from  comparative  insignificance  to 
affluence  and  made  them  comfortable.  The 
expenditure  of  public- works  money  increased 
the  price  of  their  land  from  a  few  paltry  shil- 
lings per  acre  to  as  many  pounds,  and  they 
may  now  say  what  they  like,  but  I  tell  them  it 
WRS  the  actual  expenditure  on  public  works 
that  increased  the  value  of  their  lands.  I 
ask  those  honourable  gentlemen,  who  are  so 
anxious  in  season  and  out  of  season  to  bring 
about  a  free-trade  policy  in  the  colony,  seeing 
that  the  departmental  machine  requires  about 
the  same  amount  of  money  to  run,  and  see- 
ing that  the  money  must  be  got  from  some- 
where, I  ask  them  to  pause  and  consider  if 
Mr.  Morrison 


their  individual  contribntions  would  not  have 
to  be  very  much  increased  if  they  had  their 
way.  As  regards  the  workers  of  the  colony, 
you  cannot  get  anything  further  from  them, 
and  if  free- trade  was  carried  to-morrow  a  num- 
ber of  the  workers  would  soon  find  themselveB 
out  of  work,  and  then  l*ow  could  they  oontri-  " 
bute?  Where,  then,  is  the  money  to  come 
from  ?  I  say  it  should  come  from  those  who 
benefited  by  the  increased  public-works  ex- 
penditure. And  yet  these  are  the  honourable 
gentlemen  who  raise  sach  a  howl  about  the 
poor  working-men.  Well,  God  help  the  poor 
working-man  when  he  comes  to  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  fo?  assistance.  I  remember 
the  poor  working-man  in  1887  and  1888,  and 
for  many  years  before,  when  those  same 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  now  in  the  cold 
shades  of  opposition  were  sitting  on  these 
benches.  What  opportunity  had  the  poor  work- 
ing-man then  of  ventilating  his  grievances  ?  He 
wa.s  considered  of  no  consequence  then  because 
he  had  rot  got  a  vote.  Now,  however,  they  are 
trying  to  woo  the  poor  working-man.  They 
are  trying  to  make  him  believe  they  are  the 
friends  of  the  working-man,  and  that  they  are 
very  anxious  this  Government  should  abolish 
the  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life.  Will 
those  honourable  gentlemen  tell  me  how  much 
duty  is  charged  on  the  necessaries  of  life  7  I 
want  a  definition  of  what  they  n>ean  by  the 
necessaries  of  life.  It  is  such  a  vague,  nice 
term  which  they  always  throw  out  that  the 
Government  should  reduce  the  duties  on  the 
necessaries  of  life.  Will  they  be  kind  enough 
to  furnish  me  with  some  figures  and  tell  me 
where  this  large  duty  is  collected  from  the  poor 
working-man  ?  Now,  what  is  the  worth  to  those 
on  the  railway- works  of  this  cunning  little 
amendment  which  has  been  introduced  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  ?  I  say  that  the  work- 
ing-man is  not  going  to  be  caught  by  clap- 
trap of  that  description.  He  knows  what  their 
promises  have  been  in  years  gone  past,  and 
that  they  have  too  often  been  broken.  The 
honourable  gentleman  may  remember  this: 
The  working-man  of  this  colony  may  have 
neglected  his  opportunities  in  the  past :  he 
may  have  been  dull ;  he  may  have  been  blind  . 
to  his  own  interest,  but  I  can  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  those  sitting  behind 
him  that  the  working-man  to-day  is  alive  to 
these  opportunities,  and  recognises  that  he  is  a 
unit  in  the  community,  and  as  long  as  he  is  a 
unit  in  the  community  is  determined  to  see 
that  justice  is  done  to  him  without  doing  an 
injustice  to  any  other  section  of  the  colony. 
This  amendment,  I  suppose,  has  been  drafted 
for  the  purpose  of  catching  a  few  of  us  railway- 
men.  1  am  going  to  vote  dead  against  the 
amendment,  for  this  reason:  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  already  in  the  Budget  made 
arrangements  for  the  building  of  rolling-stock 
—for  the  setting-apart  of  £200,000  for  that 
purpose.  Now,  if  the  honourable  member  had 
been  really  honest,  and  anxious  that  the  rail- 
way-hands who  have  been  discharged  should 
be  re-employed  at  once,  why  did  he  not  accept 
the  Premier's  offer  to  close  this  discussion — 
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thai  the  QoTenunent  would  then  aooept  ihe 
amendment  and  the  bands  would  be  re-em- 
ployed to-morrow? 

Hon.  Mbmbbrs.— Oh  I 

Mr.  MORRISON.— If  thoae  honourable  mem- 
hers  had  been  sincere  in  their  attitude  towards 
the  poor  working-man  they  would  have  accepted 
the  Premier's  offer,  olosed  down  the  debate  at 
onoe»  and  got  the  estimates  through.  No; 
those  honourable  members  are  only  trying  to 
throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  workers.  But  I 
oan  assure  them  che  workers  have  got  sufficient 
common-sense  to  judge  between  their  real 
friends  and  those  who  simply  pose  as  their 
friends.  The  honourable  member  for  Palmers- 
ton  says  "  Hear,  hear."  Wnen  a  certain  con- 
stituency in  this  colony  has  an  opportunity  of 
reviewing  the  actions  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber I  think  it  will  be  somewhat  difficult  for 
that  honourable  gentleman  to  explain  the  pe- 
culiar position  he  has  taken  up  in  this  Hou  > 
since  the  commencement  of  this  Parliament. 
With  regard  (o  this  preferential  duty,  and 
the  proposal  that  £dO,000  shall  be  seb  apart 
for  a  rebate  of  6  per  cent,  on  goods  manu- 
factured in  England,  I  may  say  candidly 
that  I  am  against  the  Premier  on  this.  I 
say  candidly  that  I  am  going  to  vote  dead 
against  this  proposal.  I  certainly  have  not 
heard  any  argument  advanced  except  that  out- 
lined in  che  Budget.  I  cannot  see  (he  argu- 
ment) which  the  honourable  member  is  going 
to  bring  forward  which  will  convince  me  that 
this  rebate  on  English-manufactured  articles, 
involving  £50,000,  is  going  to  be  of  any  good  to 
the  colony  iu  any  shape  or  form.  I  do  not 
believe  in  throwing  away  £50,000  for  a  merely 
sentimental  cry;  in  fact,  I  think  it  is  a  pure 
matter  of  sentiment.  The  zollverein  principle 
has  been  discussed  by  every  British  community 
for  some  years  past,  and  none  of  those  countries 
seem  to  have  responded  very  freely  to  the  in- 
vitation of  Mr.  Chamberlain.  I  do  not  see 
how  New  Zealand  oan  afiord  to  play  **  ducks 
and  drakes  "  with  £50,000  for  a  matter  of  this 
description.  My  opinion  is,  '*Bide  a  wee." 
I  would  rather  have  £50,000  placed  on  the 
supplementary  estimates  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  additional  rolling-stock  and 
locomotives  to  properly  equip  our  railways. 
I  think  if  that  were  done  it  would  be 
doing  the  working-man  and  the  commu- 
nity a  great  deal  more  good  than  this 
expenditure  of  £50,000,  which  in  all  proba- 
bility would  be  eaten  up  by  the  middleman, 
and  the  consumer  will  likely  not  receive  one 
halfpenny  advantage.  How  is  the  £50,000  to 
be  distributed?  We  import  into  the  colony, 
roughly  speaking,  from  England—I  have  not 
had  time  to  look  up  the  statistics — something 
over  five  million  pounds'  worth  of  goods.  How 
is  this  £50,000  to  be  sp«ead  over  five  millions  ? 
Lb  the  £50,000  going  towards  machinery,  to- 
wards drapery?  What  olass  of  goods  is  it 
going  towards?  And  if  you  are  to  lump  the 
sum,  and  take  £50,000  oS  the  importations, 
how  are  you  going  to  manage  it?  And 
what  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  German 
goods    that   are   sent  to  England,    repacked 


there,  and  sent  to  the  colony?  How  are 
yon  U)  check  the  prison  goods  that  are  sent 
to  England  from  Germany  and  other  Conti- 
nental countries,  repacked  in  England,  andsent^ 
out  to  the  colonies?  And  we  are  to  spend 
£50,000  rebate  on  these  goods.  I  am  going  to 
oppose  the  Premier  as  regards  this  proposal,  a» 
I  think  it  would  be  £50,000  thrown  away  with- 
out any  advantageous  results  to  the  colony.  L 
do  not  think  I  shall  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  very  much  more.  I  tnink  I  see  one  of 
my  friends  opposite  who  is  very  anxious- 
I  should  sit  down ;  I  see  him  getting  ready. 
The  fact  is,  you  can  take  the  Financial  State- 
ment from  stare  to  finish,  and  it  is  one  of  the* 
most  businesslike  Statements  that  has  ever 
been  placed  before  the  House  during  the  time 
I  have  had  the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  it. 
A  layman,  with  the  information  placed  before- 
him,  and  a  little  advice  from  an  ex-member  of 
Parliament,  would  grasp  the  whole  Statement  in> 
an  evening.  The  whole  thing  is  concise  and  to 
the  point,  thoroughly  explanatory,  and  I  do  not- 
see  how  there  oan  be  a  very  lengthy  discussion 
crop  up  over  this.  I  am  nleased  the  Premier 
proposes  to  set  apart  £25,000  for  asylums. 
1  have  visited  Seacliff  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion. I  do  not  say  I  am  &n  expert,  but  I  do  not 
altogether  approve  of  the  very  large  sums  of 
money  which  have  simply  been  squandered  and 
wasted  in  our  asylums  —  very  large  amounts- 
of  money  speni  in  ornamentation,  in  running 
poultry-farms  and  fancy  breeds  of  fowl,  bicycle- 
tracks,  and  a  'arge  number  of  other  things.  If 
the  accommodation  in  our  asylums  is  as  limited 
as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  would  lead  us 
to  believe 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber is  referring  to  a  former  debate. 

Mr.  MORRISON. -You  referred  to  that 
point  yourself.  You  do  not  know  what  you^ 
said.  In  my  visits  to  Seac'ifl  I  was  simply 
amazed  at  the  amount  of  money  it  must  have 
cost  the  Government  to  provide  all  the  luxuriea- 
that  I  have  mentioned,  and  I  think  the  money 
has  been  spent  in  a  very  foolish  direction.  I 
may  be  wrong.  It  may  be  necessary  to  afford 
a  certain  amount  of  recreation  to  the  patients,, 
and  it  may  be  necessary  that  these  bicycle- 
tracks  should  be  made.  I  know  they  have  a 
hall  which  would  seat  two  or  three  thousand 
people.  It  is  used  for  dancing  purposes.  It  is 
a  good  bit  bigger  than  the  Garrison  Hall.  It 
is  a  hall  somewhat  similar  to  the  Agricultural 
Hall,  with  the  balcony  taken  out  of  it — at 
least,  that  was  the  impression  that  was  left  on 
my  mind  after  visiting  the  place. 

Mr.  SLIGO.— What  nonsense  I 

Mr.  MORRISON.— It  is  not  nonsense.  Have 
you  any  idea  of  the  dimensions  of  it? 

Mr.  SLIGO.— I  have  been  in  it. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— So  have  I.  I  have  been 
in  it  more  than  once,  and  I  can  assure  you 
that  it  is  a  very  large  hall ;  but  it  is  imma- 
terial whether  it  is  as  large  as  I  say  it  is  or 
not.  The  point  of  my  argument  is  this:  If 
the  accommodation  is  so  limited  in  Seacliff- 
and  other  a<iylums,  in  the  name  of  GoodnesSt 
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what  ifl  the  doctor  worth  if  he  oftonot  make 
temporary  aooommodation  for  a  few  patiente 
with  8Uoh  a  large  hall  as  this?  It  could  be 
made  as  comfortable  for  temporary  purposes 
AS  some  portions  of  the  female  dormitory,  and 
I  Bay  nearly  as  good  as  some  ef  the  men's 

Suarters ;  and  I  have  been  through  it  all,  and 
DOW  what  I  am  saying. 
Ad  Hon.  Membbb. — A  large  hall  ? 
Mr.  MORRISON.— It  is  a  very  large  hall. 
And,  as  to  the  doctor's  quarters,  I  do  not  object 
to  the  doctor  having  a  comfortable  residenoe, 
^ut  I  certainly  object  to  doctors  living  in 
palatial  residences  with  all  the  necessary  con- 
'venienoes  they  have,  and  having  these  large 
halls  unoccnpied;  while  at  the  same  time 
they  know,  or  profess  to  know,  that  the  patients 
have  not  the  necessary  sleeping  acconunoda- 
tion — that  they  have  not  enough  breathing- 
space,  or  the  required  number  of  cubic  feet  of 
Air.  I  say  that  a  doctor  who  allows  these 
things  does  not  know  his  duty.  Then,  we  have 
£25,000  voted  for  defence.  I  suppose  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  does  not  object  to  that.  This 
is  a  mattter  in  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  been  interesting  himself  very  largely. 
I  remember  that  when^  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  head  of  the' Defence  Department  a 
few  years  ago  one  of  the  things  he  did  was 
to  reduce  the  capitation  grant  to  Volunteers 
to  £1  lOs.  This  Government  has  increased  the 
capitation  grant,  I  think,  to  about  £2  lOs.,  and 
here  they  propose  to  spend  £25,000  for  Volun- 
teering and  defence  purposes.  But  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to-night  had  not  a  single  word 
to  say  of  a  congratulatory  character,  and  yet 
he  aspires  to  be  a  man  who  is  actuated  by  the 
highest  patriotic  motives.  He  is  a  man  who 
has  been  trained  in  the  army,  who  has  worn 
the  colours,  and  he  is  the  man  who,  of  all 
others,  should  have  risen  to-night  and  con- 
gratulated the  Premier  on  proposing  this 
expenditure  of  £25,000  for  volunteering  and 
defence  purposes.  But  he  had  not  a  word  to 
say  about  it.  Instead  he  brought  down  this 
amendment,  and  he  expressed  a  great  deal 
of  sympathy  with  the  poor  railway  servants. 
That  shows  the  honourable  gentleman's  sin- 
cerity, because  I  know  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's heart  and  soul  is  still  with  the  flag. 
He  is  still  with  the  colours ;  I  know  he 
is  a  soldier  to  the  backbone,  and  to-night 
he  simply  gave  us  the  poor  railway  servants 
as  a  decoy-duck  for  political  purposes.  I 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  should  have 
risen  to  the  occasion,  and  congratulated  the 
Premier  on  coming  down  with  such  a  hand- 
some sum  for  defence  purposes ;  and  he  ought 
to  have  said  he  would  be  only  too  pleased  if  the 
Government  renewed  the  vote  next  year,  and 
that  such  a  course  would  meet  with  his  hearty 
approval  and  support.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  taken  up  that  attitude  I  should  have 
said  he  was  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  leader 
of  the  Opposition  ;  but,  instead  of  rising  to  the 
occasion,  what  does  he  do?  He  says  if  you 
take  the  two  **d's"  out  of  "  plodder"  and  insert 
two  "  t's  "  you  have  "  plotter,"  and  that  that 
hits  the  Premier  off ;  and  that  is  the  kind  of 
Iff.  Morrison 


criticism  we  received  from  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  connection  with  the  Financial 
Statement.  Then,  there  is  a  sum  of  £25,000 
to  be  voted  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  this 
nightmare  outside — t  refer  to  the  unfinished 
portion  of  the  Parliamentary  Buildings.    Sir, 

.  n  A  we  have  heard  all  sorts  of  stories 
about  this  matter,  outside  of  ibis. 
House— about  the  manner  in  which  the  Go- 
vernment are  mismanaging  this  building,  how 
they  spent  too  much  money,  and  how  they 
had  no  right  to  do  this,  that,  and  the  other 
thing.  To  show  you  how  inconsistent  these 
gentlemen  are,  on  the  one  hand  they  blame 
the  Government  for  an  alleged  expenditure 
over  the  vote,  and  on  the  other  hand  they 
blame  the  Government  for  not  spending  a 
good  deal  more  than  they  had  voted.  What 
can  you  do  with  those  honourable  gentlemen  ? 
Blow  hot,  they  find  fault  with  you ;  blow  oold, 
they  find  fault  with  you ;  and  if  you  do  not 
blow  at  all  they  find  fault  with  you.  Now,  I 
hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  adopt  a 
different  attitude,  and  instruct  his  friends  to 
take  up  a  different  attitude  on  this  financial 
discussion.  I  hope  that  he  will  approach  the 
matter  seriously,  and  discuss  these  matters 
cahnly  and  dispassionately  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  colony  ;  and  if  he  can  sug- 
gest improvements  in  anv  shape  or  form  I 
am  quite  sure  he  will  find,  as  he  has  always 
done,  that  the  Government  and  the  reasonable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  will  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  him.  But  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  confines  his  line  of  criticism  to  what 
he  has  done  to-night  it  is  impossible  for  any 
member  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  give  him 
any  support.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
been  thoroughly  inconsistent  in  his  attitude, 
and  in  his  criticism  upon  the  various  matters 
which  he  has  touched  upon  this  evening.  As 
far  as  my  own  position  is  concerned,  I  am  cer- 
tainly going  to  vote  against  the  honourable 
gentleman's  amendment.  I  do  not  think  I 
&all  have  any  difficulty  in  explaining  to  my 
constituents  the  peculiar  attitude  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  took  up  in  moving  this 
amendment.  The  most  of  them  down  there  are 
Scotch,  and  I  can  assure  you  it  takes  a  lot  to 
get  round  a  Scotchman,  especially  when  he 
puts  his  thinking-cap  on.  They  will  think  this 
matter  out,  and  they  will  say,  **  Morrison  Is 
quite  right ;  it  was  only  a  trap  set,  and  it  was 
baited  very  skilfully."  But,  bait  it  as  you  may, 
as  far  as  the  member  for  Oaversham  is  oon- 
cerned,  he  is  not  going  to  fall  into  the  trap.  I 
congratulate  the  Government  very  much  on  the 
very  pleasant,  kindly  spirit  in  which  their 
financial  proposals  have  been  received  this 
evening,  and  when  the  various  Bills  embodying 
them  are  brought  up  we  shall  be  able  to  dis- 
cuss  them  at  greater  hsngth.  As  far  as  the 
financial  proposals  in  the  Statement  are  con- 
cerned, they  certainly  meet  with  my  approval, 
with  the  exception  of  the  preferential  duties, 
I  am  going  to  oppose  that  proposal  tooth  and 
nail  on  every  opportunity,  beoause  I  think  it 
will  simpiv  be  throwing  money  away. 

Mr.  S7MES.— I  move  the  adjournment  of 
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the  debate.  We  ha^e  made  very  good  progrees, 
.-«od  I  think  it  is  time  we  adjoamed. 

Mr.  O'MBABA.— I  aeoond  the  motion  for 
adiouimnent.  % 

Debate  adjoamed. 

On  the  qaestion,  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
joamed till  half- past  two  p.m.  next  sitting- 
'4ay, 

Captain  BUSSELL.— I  do  not  see  why 
private  members*  day  should  be  taken  away, 
.  as  the  Premier  will  not  allow  as  to  go  on  with 
this  bosiness  that  we  think  ought  to  be  dealt 
with.  He  is  anxious  to  postpone  decision  of 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  railway  hands 
should  be  employed,  and,  that  being  the  case, 
surely  we  had  better  go  on  with  the  usual 
business  in  the  ordinary  way.  But  now  it  is 
•quite  apparent  he  puts  up  man  after  man  on  his 
own  side  because  we  wisn  to  oome  to  a  division, 
and,  as  we  wish  the  question  settled  onoe  for 
•  all,  we  are  not  allowed  to  do  so,  and  at  an  un- 
usually early  hour  to-night  we  are  compelled 
to  adjourn.  Surely,  under  these  circum- 
stances, there  is  no  excuse  for  disturbing  the 
ordinary  course  of  business.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  allow  us  to  go  to  a  divi- 
-«ion  we  will  settle  the  matter  straight  off.  But 
he  will  not  allow  us  for  some  reason  to  do  that ; 
and  if  he  refuses  to  allow  us  to  come  to  a 
division,  surely  he  should  conduct  the  busi- 
-ness  in  the  usual  fashion. 

Mr.  PIBANI  (Palmerston).— I  wish  to  move, 
as  an  amendment,  That  the  words  "  half-past 
two "  be  omitted,  and  "  half-past  seven  "  be 
inserted  instead.  I  think  it  is  only  fair,  as  the 
Premier  has  taken  from  to-day*s  sitting  the 
ric^t  to  ask  questions,  that,  at  any  rate,  if 
private  members'  day  is  taken,  the  debate 
should  not  be  continued  until  after  the  ques- 
tions have  been  asked. 

Mr.  SEDDON.>-I  may  say  that  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  to  adjourn  till  half-past  seven. 
That  suits  my  book  very  well  at  the  present 
time. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Why  did  you  not  say  so, 
•and  move  it  ? 

Mr.  SEDDOK.— Because  the  custom  has 
been  when  there  is  a  financial  debate,  and 
more  particularly  when  there  is  an  adverse 
motion,  for  it  to  go  on  from  day  to  day.  I  may 
-say  the  Qovernment  will  answer  no  questions  ; 
but  there  are  some  private  members'  Bills  on 
the  Paper  that  might  be  proceeded  with  until 
half-past  five  o'clock,  and  if  we  made  the  same 
proffress  we  did  this  afternoon  I  am  sure  we 
•shall  be  getting  away  at  Christmas.  I  say  the 
Isader  of  the  Opposition  shows  how  much  in 
earnest  he  is  in  providing  work  for  these  men 
in  the  workshops  when  he  agrees  to  a  furtlmr 
postponement.  I  should  have  thought  tne 
sooner  we  have  the  debate  over  the  better. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbkb.— Divide. 

Mr.  8EDD0K.— The  hooourable  members 
^are  very  anxious  to  divide.  I  oaimot  refer  to  a 
previous  debate*  but  I  cannot  be  forgetful  of 
4he  fact  that  when  they  sought  to  make  their 
onambers  sit  tight  they  did  not  catch  your  eye. 
The  position,  I  understood,  was  this  :  that  we 
'Were  to  have  a  financial  debate.    I  arranged 


accordingly  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
I  postponed  the  debate  from  last  Thursday 
until  Friday,  and  then  the  honourable  gentle- 
man gave  me  an  assurance  he  would  take  it  up 
to-night ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  must 
admit  that  they  are  not  debating  it.  There  is 
no  member  on  that  side  of  the  House  who  has 
spoken  except  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
himself.  I  simply  sa^r  this:  It  shows  how 
much  in  earnest  he  is  in  proposing  this  work 
for  the  railway  workmen.  I  say  also  that  it 
is  not  treating  this  House  fairly  when  the 
financial  debate  is  brought  on,  for  the  rule  has 
been — and  a  very  proper  one — that  we  should 
go  on  with  that  business.  If  there  had  been 
simply  a  financial  debate — if  it  had  not  been 
traversed  by  an  amendment — it  might  have 
been  otherwise,  but,  as  it  is,  the  Government 
cannot  go  on  with  ordinary  buainess.  I  am 
not  going  on  with  the  ordinary  business,  in  the 
face  of  the  amendment  now  before  the  House. 

Captain  BUSSELL.  — Is  this  ''no  confi- 
dence,"  then  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  most  decidedly.  If  the 
honourable  member  thinks  he  is  going  to  tell 
me  when  to  bring  down  a  Bill  in  this  House  he 
is  making  a  mistake.  The  amendment  is  to 
stop  Supply  and  immediately  bring  down  a 
Bill,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  accept  that 
propoBition  at  his  hands.  The  honourable 
member  knew  that  when  he  moved  it.  It  is 
all  through  the  country  by  this  time  as  a  no- 
oonfidenoe  motion.  However,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  making  the  hour  half- past  seven ;  in 
fact,  I  intend  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  until  half- past  seven. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — You  cannot. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  there  are  any  private 
members'  Bills  we  might  take  them  at  half- 
past  two  to-morrow. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— You  propose  to  take 
onlv  Government  supporters'  Bills. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  know  ;  it  might  be 
your  Bill  for  all  I  know.  At  any  rate,  the 
amendment  for  half- past  seven  is  one  that  I 
do  not  object  to,  and  I  hope  Captain  Russell 
will  then  be  able  to  go  on  with  the  debate,  and 
not  make  a  farce  of  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  think  we  had  better 
understand  the  position.  In  the  earlier  part 
of  the  evening  the  Premier  did  not  say  it  was  a 
no-confidence  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  I  did.  I  distinctly 
said  I  could  not  accept  the  amendment. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— He  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  amendment,  but  ordinarily  when  he 
gets  a  chance  that  he  thinks  is  a  good  one  he 
is  very  emphatic  in  his  enunciation  that  it 
shiUl  be  a  no-confidence  motion,  and  if  that 
is  the  course  he  intends  to  take  now  we  know 
that  it  is  improper  to  take  any  business  until  the 
fate  of  the  Government  is  settled,  and  that  the 
only  business  that  can  be  brought  before  the 
House  is  as  to  whether  it  has  confidence  in  the 
administration  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
or  whether  it  has  not.  I  could  not  for  an  in- 
stant, then,  think  of  supporting  the  adjourn- 
ment tUl  half-past  seven  o'clock.  As  to  the 
position  the  Premier  takes  up,  I  would  like  to 
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SAj  a  word  or  two.  He  saye  the  OppoBition 
have  not  taken  part  in  the  disouBsion  this 
evening.  There  has  been  stated  ineide  the 
House  and  in  certain  places  outside 

Mr.  K.  Mckenzie.- Blocking,  blocking. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  see  why  there 
should  be  this  interruption  in  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  noi  see  who  is  inter- 
rupting. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  — It  is  the  polished 
gentleman  opposite,  Sir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— Blocking. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Sir,  I  may  remark  that  we 
have  to  put  up  with  constant  interruption  in 
the  corner  in  which  I  sit. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  endeavour  to  treat  all  members 
with  courtesy,  and  I  shall  do  what  I  can  to 
make  everybody  treat  me  in  the  same  way. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Fisher)  always  treats  me  with  courtesy. 
Now,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  blames  the 
Opposition  for  not  debating  the  amendment 
belore  the  House.  On  various  occasions,  in- 
side and  outside  the  House,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  said  it  was  a  matter  of  the 
utmost  urgency  that  money  should  be  pro- 
vided to  give  work  to  men  who  are  now  out 
of  employment.  He  has  said,  too,  that  it  Is 
necessary  that  rolling-stock  should  be  built. 
He  then  asked  us  to  debate  the  Financial 
Statement  without  consideration,  and  we  re- 
fused, and  said  we  would  not  debate  it  till 
we  had  had  the  oppcrtunitv  of  reading  it, 
and  till  we  had  endeavoured  to  understand 
it.  And  now,  when  the  debate  comes  on, 
we  decide  to  give  the  Premier  the  oppor- 
tunity he  claimed.  He  claimed  a  desire  to 
get  an  expression  of  the  House  as  to  his 
finance,  so  that  he  might  be  in  a  position  to 
put  works  in  hand  for  the  employment  of  rail- 
way-workshop men.  The  first  opportunity  that 
has  come  to  the  House  is  the  opportunity  which 
has  occurred  this  evening.  We  are  now  pre- 
pared to  go  to  the  vote  without  debate  so  as 
to  immediately  provide  the  funds.  We  have 
placed  our  opinions  on  record  in  the  amend- 
ment of  which  I  gave  notice — that  is,  that  the 
Premier  should  at  once  find  the  necessary 
funds  to  give  employment  to  the  men  out  of 
employment,  and  to  provide  the  rolling-stock 
to  put  on  our  railway- lines.  We  feel  that 
there  is  no  occasion  to  debate  that  question. 
We  have  sat  quietly  in  our  seats  and  refused 
to  debate  the  question,  and  the  Premier  has 
put  up  man  after  man  on  his  own  side  to 
carry  on  the  debate,  and  so  prevent  a  division. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  did  you  not  accept 
my  offer  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Premier  says,  why 
did  I  not  accept  some  proposition  he  made  that 
we  should  not  debate  the  Financial  Statement. 
That  is  perfectly  ridiculous.  We  cannot  refuse 
to  discuss  the  financial  position  of  the  colony  ; 
nobody  can  expect  the  financial  policy  of  the 
colony  for  the  next  year  should  be  consented  to 
without  debate;  but  we  have  ^aid,  and  we  wish 
now,  if  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  chooses  to 
Captain  Rtts8ell 


agree,  to  arrange  that  at  half-past  two  to-morrow- 
not  one  member  on  our  side  will  speak,  bufc« 
that  we  shall  go  to  a  division  straight  away  ; 
and  then,  if  this  decision  of  the  House  is  in 
favour  of  the  reasonable  amendment  I  have 
given  notice  of,  there  is  no  reai^on  why  the- 
workmen  thrown  out  of  employment  should 
not  be  put  to  work  on  the  following  morning,, 
and  the  blame,  if  the  Government  refuse  to 
accept  my  amendment,  will  rest  entirely  with 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  and,  to  a  certain^ 
extent,  with  the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  will  accept  my  respon- 
sibility. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man  will  have  to  take  his  share  of  the  respon- 
sibility whether  he  likes  it  or  not.  I  sincerely 
hope  he  will  have  an*  opportunity,  as  he  is  the- 
only  debating  member  of  the  Government^ 
party,  of  being  elevated — I  do  not  mean  to 
another  place — I  feel  sure  that  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  will  not  be  able  to  get  on  without 
him ;  and  there  is  no  good  reason — seeing  he 
sits  quite  close  to  the  Premier — why  he  should 
not  be  elevated  in  time  to  a  higher  sphere— to 
the  Treasury  benches — and  then  the  Premier 
will  have  some  one  to  assist  him  in  debate. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— You  admit,  then,  tbat^ 
the  Government  will  win  the  next  general  elec- 
tion? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No ;  I  am  not  oerUin 
of  anything  political.  But  let  us  come  baok 
to  this  question.  Why  should  not  we  divide 
ou  the  amendment  ?  Every  honourable  mem- 
ber has  made  up  his  mind  on  it;  we  can 
divide,  and  then  the  debate,  which  it  is  only 
proper  should  take  place,  on  the  Financial 
Statement  will  come  on.  The  Premier  need 
not  imagine  that  he  is  going  to  avoid  ihe- 
debate,  for  whether  we  take  it  on  in  one  shape- 
or  another  I  am  sure  he  will  have  to  face  ife^ 
after  this  amendment  is  settled,  because  if  he 
chooses  to  put  up  man  after  man  on  his  own 
side  he  cannot  compel  us  to  waste  the  time  of 
the  country,  or  to  prolong  a  debate  so  that  the 
poor  working-men  should  not  get  employment.. 
He  might  just  as  well  realise  the  position  at. 
once.  It  is  very  seldom  one  gets  to  windward 
of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier,  but  he  has  got 
under  the  hedge  this  time.  We  have  got  to- 
windward  of  him,  and  he  must  take  the  debate 
in  the  way  we  choose,  and  not  in  his  own  way. 
As  he  has  now  declared  it  to  be  a  no-oonfidenoe- 
motion,  I  cannot  vote  for  the  amendment  to 
adjourn  the  debate  until  half-past  seven. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
an^ndment,  as  the  Premier  has  stated  now 
that  this  is  a  no-confidence  motion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  stated  distinctly— and  the 
honourable  member  must  have  heard  me— that- 
I  could  not  accept  the  honourable  member'a 
amendment.  If  that  was  not  understood,  I  am. 
very  sorry  to  say  that  members  opposite  are 
dull  of  apprehension. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  the  question.  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed until  half- past  two  p.m.. 
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Mr.  J.  MoRBNZIE  (Minister  of  Lands).— 
Speaking  on  the  qneskion  of  the  adjoaroment 
of  the  debate,  I  ehoald  like  to  say  one  or  two 
words.  It  is  qaite  evident  to  me,  no  doubt  to 
other  members  of  the  House  also,  that  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  now  thinks  he  is  the 
leader  of  the  House,  and  he  is  in  a  hurry 
to  show  how  the  basiness  of  the  country  is  to 
be  oonduoted ;  but.  Sir,  any  GoTernment  with 
a  particle  of  independence  about  it  would  not 
allow  itself  to  be  placed  in  that  position  at  the 
hands  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  And 
we  are  not  going  to  accept  it,  that  is  another 
thing.  Now,  if  the  honourable  member  is  able 
to  cflurcy  this  motion  it  will  be  his  duty  to 
come  here  and  carry  this  Bill  he  is  so  anxious 
to  force  upon  the  Government,  so  that  these 
works  can  be  put  in  hand  and  the  men  can  get 
work. 

Captain  BUSSELL.  —  We  wiU  do  it  in 
twenty- four  hours  after  we  get  on  those 
benches. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  will  have  to  come 
here  first,  because  we  are  not  going  to  take  this 
amendment  from  you.  Now,  who  is  wasting 
the  time  of  the  House  tonight? 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— Yon. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  the  honourable 
member  has  made  arrangements  with  certain 
members  in  this  Qouse  to  carry  this  motion. 

An  Hon.  Mbxbeb.— Never. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.--!  know  all  about  it ; 
and,  to  show  that  they  have  done  so,  they  have 
refused  to  give  "  pairs  "  for  the  absent  support- 
ers of  the  Government.  It  is  the  honourable 
gentleman's  usual  political  trickery  to  try  and 
get  a  catch  vote  of  the  House.  If  those  honour- 
able gantlemen  opposite  think  we  are  so  dull 
of  comprehension  that  we  cannot  understand 
that  thev  do  not  know  much  about  us.  If  the 
honourable  member  will  give  '*  pairs  *'  we  will 
come  to  a  division.  If  they  will  not  give  **  pairs  " 
we  are  placed  at  a  disadvantage.  They  have 
made  their  arrangements,  knowing  our  men 
are  away,  and  they  are  trying  to  force  a  divi- 
sion in  the  hope  of  getting  a  catch  vote.  The 
honourable  member  for  Patea  is  very  uncom- 
fortable, and  it  \b  very  evident  he  has  seen 
through  a  magnifving  glass  the  opportunity 
for  a  catoh  vote ;  but  I  should  advise  him  to 
have  a  little  patience,  and  then,  perhaps,  his 
time  will  come,  but  if  he  tries  to  force  that 
position  too  soon  he  may  find  himself  on  the 
wrong  side.  Now,  it  is  quite  evident  that  we 
should  have  an  understanding  on  this  subject. 
If  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  carry 
this  motion  we  know  what  the  result  will  be, 
and  we  are  not  to  be  deterred  in  any  way  by 
what  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  may 
•ay.  When,  Sir,  did  those  honouraole  gentle- 
men discover  the  necessity  for  this  work — 
these  tracks  to  be  put  in  hand,  these  loco- 
motives, and  carriages,  and  work  to  be  found  ? 
They  have  discovered  it  since  the  caucus 
meeting  of  the  Opposition,  when  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea,  the  hononrable  member  for  Riocarton, 
and  the  honourable  the  senior  member  for 
Dnnedin  City  were  appointed  a  Oommittee  to 
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draw  up  amendmentn  to  be  moved  on  going 
into  Committee  of  Supply.  They  left  the 
future  Colonial  Treasurer  (Mr.  Duthie)  out  of 
the  Committee,  as  I  suppose  they  thought  his 
oommon-sense  would  prevent  him  from  rush- 
ing in  where  angels  fear  to  tread.  Now,  it  is 
since  that  caucus  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  discovered  the  absolute  necessity  for 
carriages,  locomotives,  and  work  for  the  work- 
ing-man. But  supposing  the  Premier  was 
simple  enough  to  accept  the  amendment  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  then  we  should 
have  another  to-morrow,  and  another  the  next- 
day,  and  those  gentlemen  would  assume  that 
they  were  conducting  the  businens  of  the 
country.  The  newspaper  circulated  in  this 
town  which  supports  the  Opposition  told  us  this 
evening  that  this  was  a  no-oonfidenoe  motion, 
and  if  it  was  carried  we  should  soon  have  heard 
of  it.  **  Is  the  Government  to  retain  office 
after  such  a  motion  being  carried  ?  "  I  think 
the  proper  course  is  to  go  on,  and  then  we  will 
see  where  we  are. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin).->The  last  speaker 
referred  to  our  having  refused  **  pairs."  This  ia 
news  to  me.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  have  not 
refused  a  reasonable  "  pair  "  this  session — not 
one.  But  what  happened  on  the  other  side? 
We  have  two  members  away,  Mr.  Heke  and  Mr. 
Allen,  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  and  those 
members  have  not  been  paired  once  since  the 
House  met.  I  have  been  refused  '*  pairs  "  for 
them  over  and  over  again.  The  position  is  this : 
The  Government  find  themselves  in  a  difficulty ; 
they  are  afraid  to  go  to  a  division,  and  are,  con- 
sequently, wasting  the  time  of  the  House  and 
the  country. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Invercargill).~The  Minister  of 
Lands  has  complained  about  the  Opposition 
refusing  to  give  "  pairs  "  to  absent  Government 
supporters.  Now,  when  the  honourable  mem- 
her  for  Palmerston  was  laid  up  on  a  bed  of 
sickness  on  one  occasion  I  was  refused  a 
"  pair  "  for  that  gentleman  by  the  Government, 
and  when  I  mentioned  this  fact  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura  he  kindly  con- 
sented to  give  me  a  **  pair,'*  entirely  independ- 
ent of  the  Whips.  Therefore  the  Government 
have  nothing  to  complain  of  on  this  score. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— As  a  matter  of  explsnation 
as  to  what  has  been  said  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Franklin.  There  are  four  of  our 
men  who  went  away  to-day,  not  knowing  that 
anything  of  this  kind  was  coming  on,  and 
to-night  I  asked  the  Whip  whether  he  could 
get  them  '*  pairs, "  and  his  answer  was  *'  No." 

An  Hon.  Mxkbbb.— Which  Whip  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Government  senior 
Whip.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  not 
going  to  be  caught.  It  would  be  unfair  to 
those  men  who  went  away,  not  knowing  that 
this  was  coming  on.  In  connection  with  a  man 
who  is  away  in  England,  that  is  another  matter. 
But  if  a  member  on  either  side  was  sick,  I 
would  say,  by  all  means  give  him  a  **  pair." 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau).— With  reference  to 
the  matter  of  **  pairs,"  I  believe  I  know  a  little 
about  the  matter.  I  was  asked  whether  I  ecu  Id 
get  a  **  pair  "  for  the  honourable  member  for  Pal- 
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merBton,  but  at  that  time  the  hoDourable  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston  had  Dot  been  in  the  House 
at  all  this  seBsion,  and  I  had  no  "  pair  *'  to  give 
him  on  the  matter  referred  to.  ^  Since  then 
there  have  been  "paits"  arranged 'between  the 
Opposition  Whip  and  myself.  But  to-day  I 
aued  lor  *'  pairs  "  for  the  absent  members,  and, 
although  they  were  promised,  I  have  not  got 
them  yet ;  and  I  think  it  will  be  in  the  memory 

"of    the  honourable  .gentleman    opposite    that 

\vhen  he  wm  paired  with  one  of  them  he  did 

not  keep  his  *'  pair  " — when  paired  with  the 

honourable  member  for  Dunedin. 

Mr.  MASSE Y.— Who  was  that? 

Mr.  MILLS. — The  honourable  member  for 

'Christchurch  City,  your  fellow  Whip.  I  cannot 

'  be  responsible  for  those  who  will  break  "  pairs." 
You  know  I  asked  you  to  send  him  out  before 
^he  last  division,  and  you  did  not  do  so.  I  have 
1>een  four  or  five  times  to  ask  for  "  pairs  "  this 
afternoon.  I  asked  Mr.  Massey  for  '*  pairs,"  but 
he  said  he  could  not  name  them  then,  but  he 
would  see  and  find  '*  pairs  "  for  the  absent  mem- 
bers later  on.  I  have  said  in  the  House  a  dozen 
times,  and  I  repeat  it  again,  that  the  Whips 
•ought  to  be  able  to  **  pair  "  members  who  are 
■away  on  account  of  sickness,  or  important 
matters  of  business,  and  any  member  ought 
to  have  respect  for  his  "  pair,"  and  go  out  of 
the  House  when  asked  by  the  Whip.  If  that 
were  done  there  would  be  no  unpleasantness. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch).— As  the  ques- 
tion of  "  pairs  "  has  cropped  up,  I  wish  to  say 
the  only  time  I  remember  asking  for  a  "  pair  " 
was  one  night  last  session,  when  I  was  exceed- 
12  80  ^^S^y  unwell,  and  wished  to  go  home. 
I  arranged  with  a  member  on  this  side 
of  the  House — I  forget  what  Bill  was  under 
discussion,  but  it  was  a  measure  that  I  intended 
to  vote  against — I  arranged  with  him  for  a 
^'pair."  Having  done  that,  I  had  gone  as 
far  as  the  door,  when  that  member  came 
back  and  said  that  the  senior  Government 
Whip  would  not  allow  the  **pair"  tu  be 
registered.  The  consequence  was  that  I  was 
compelled  to  stay  in  the  House,  although  I 
was  suffering  severely.  I  say  positively  I  was 
treated  in  that  way ;  and  it  is  the  only  time  I 
have  asked  for  a  '*  pairi"  and  it  was  only  done 
then  because  I  was  so  unwell ;  and  yet  when 
the  honourable  member  with  whom  I  arranged 
to  **  pair  "  told  the  Government  Whip  he  was 
pairing  with  me  he  refused  to  allow  the  *<  pair." 
There  is  another  aspect  of  this  question.  If 
the  reason  why  the  Gk>vemment  want  us  to 
adjourn  this  discussion  is  because    they  are 

'  frightened  of  their  official  life  on  account  of 
four  absent  votes,  it  is  a  pretty  healthy  sign, 
and  indicates  that  they  will  behave  themselves 
better  in  the  future  than  they  have  done  in  the 
past. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Christchuroh  City).  —  The 
honourable  member  for  Wairau  was  good 
enough  to  state  just  now  that  I  have  been 
guilty  of  an  act  of  deliberate  political  dis- 
honesty in  breaking  a  "  pair."  He  made  that 
statement  deliberately,  and,  under  the  oircum- 
Btanoes,  I  feel  it  is  my  duty  to  this  honourable 
House  to  state  that  what  the  honourable  mem- 
Mr.  MUU 


her  said  is  wholly  contrary  to  the  facts  of  the 
case.  I  am  going  to  tell  what  I  did,  and  I  will 
show  the  House  what  took  place.  While  the 
subject  of  the  Banking  Bill  was  before  the 
House  on  last  Friday  week  it  happened  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Millar)  and  myself  were  both  going  to  Christ- 
church  by  the  same  steamer.  Ascertaining 
that  fact  in  the  lobby,  and  knowing  that  the 
Banking  Bill,  a  very  important  measure,  was 
before  the  House,  I  said  to  him,  "We  had 
better  '*pair."  I  returned  to  my  legislative 
duties  on  the  following  Tuesday— that  is  to  say, 
a  week  ago  to-day — but  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  is  not  back  yet.  I  am  told 
that  '*  pair "  holds  good  up  till  to-day ;  and  I 
suppose  if  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  does  not  like  to  return  for  the  rest  of  (be 
session  I  am  to  give  him  a  **  pair  "  for  the  wbola 
time.  That  ie  what  the  senior  Government 
Whip  means  when  he  talks  about  the  **  pair."  I 
may  say  that  after  I  returned  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn  was  away,  and,  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  Whips,  his  name  was  placed 
against  that  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar).  To-day,  however, 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  returned, 
and  in  a  division — it  having  been  so  long  since 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  left 
the  chamber  that  I  had  forgotten  whether  be 
was  here  or  not — I  voted.  The  senior  Govern- 
ment Whip  did  not  challenge  my  vote  on  that 
occasion. 

Mr.  MILLS.— I  did. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — You  never  said  a  word  to  m« 
about  it. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  spoke  to  your  bcother  Whip. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  am  the  man  who  is  suppoeed 
to  have  given  the  **  pair,"  and  I  have  not  been 
asked  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Have  you  indicated  to  Mr. 
Millar  that  you  intended  to  change  the  '*  pair.'* 

Mr.  LEWIS.— No.  I  want  the  Houae  to 
understand  ^particularly  what  a  Government 
*'  pair  "  means.  When  I  said,  last  Friday  night 
week,  knowing  the  Banking  Bill  was  on  and 
would  come  to  a  division  that  night,  that  I 
would  **  pair,"  if  I  had  been  told  the  **  pair"  I  was 
giving  WEkS  for  the  rest  of  the  session  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  Dunedin  City  chose 
to  stay  away  I  would  not  have  given  it.  That 
is  obvious,  and  is  probably  the  reason  I  was  not 
told  how  long  Mr.  Millait  was  to  be  away.  If 
that  is  the  Government  conception  of  a  **  pair  " 
I  will  not  give  another  '*  pair  "  to  any  other 
member  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  ex- 
cept in  case  of  sickness.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers like  to  leave  this  House,  and  negleot 
their  duty  by  staying  away  for  a  week  or 
ten  days,  and  come  to  us  and  expect  ob  to 
give  live  *' pairs"  I  say  such  a  thing  cannot 
be  recognised.  To  make  Buch  a  claim  as  this 
on  us,  who  are  numerically  the  weaker  side  of 
the  House,  is  to  make  a  claim  which  the  Go- 
vernment themselves  would  not  recognise,  and 
which  certainly  we  shall  not.  I  can  remembtt* 
an  occasion  early  in  the  session  when  Mr. 
Smith  wanted  a  "  pair,"  and  he  got  a  "  pair  " 
with  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  Oily, 
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4>at  the  Qoyernment  did  not  reoognise  it.  An 
honourable  member  asks  if  Mr.  Millar  is  ill.  I 
«m  sure  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  ill  or  not. 
I  would  like  the  GoTernment  Whip  to  say 
whether  he  thinks  I  am  bound  to  my  **  pair  " 
for  the  rest  of  the  session  if  Mr.  Millar  does 
not  come  back.  During  the  last  hour  I  con- 
sulted the  senior  Opposition  Whip  about  the 
**  pair/'  in  view  of  the  approaching  division,  and 
he  said,  ''On  an  important  division  like  this 
I  think  you  had  better  go  out,  but  you  must 
be  careful  in  the  future.'-' 

Mr.  MILLS.— Mr.  Millar  spoke  to  me  about 
this  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lewis.  He  said, 
'**  Mr.  liCwis  is  going  to  give  me  a  *  pair,'  and  I 
-am  going  down  south."  I  said,  "  Are  you 
^oing,  Mr.  liCwis  ?  "  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said,  **  Yes."  There  was  no  time  fixed  for 
the  **  pair  "  to  terminate.  I  therefore  recorded 
"that  **  pair"  until  both  gentlemen  returned ;  and 
if  Mr.  Lewis  had  not  been  back  now  I  would 
etill  have  had  him  recorded  as  paired  with  Mr. 
Millar. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin  City). 
— It  seems  to  me  that  this  question  of  "  pairs" 
is  rattier  drawing  us  off  the  business  of  the 
evening. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  fact  is  that  the  debate 
has  been  adjourned.  It  is  only  now  tbe  ques- 
tion of  fixing  the  time  for  resuming  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  McKENZIE.— So  I  understand. 
It  is  because  of  that  that  I  rose  to  say  a  word 
or  two.  I  understand  that  this  amendment 
•has  been  declared  a  no-confidence  *  motion. 
And,  setting  aside  the  absurdity  of  making  it 
«uch,  I  think  the  fact  puts  the  sincerity  of  the 
Premier  pretty  well  to  the  test.  We  can  mea- 
sure it  now.  When  the  amendment  was  first 
proposed  the  Premier  laughed  at  it,  jocularly 
euggesting  across  the  floor  of  the  House  that 
-the  Opposition,  in  proposing  the  amendment, 
were  under  the  impression  the  Premier  would 
x>bject  to  it,  almost  conveying  that  he  was  not 
going  to  object  to  it.  That  was  the  inference 
'to  be  drawn  from  his  statement. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  is 
making  a  statement  now  that  is  entirely  con- 
trary to  fact. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAGKENZIE.—I  can  appeal  to 
the  House  whether  that  was  not  the  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  his  interjections  when  the 
amendment  was  moved. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Ask  your  leader  what  I  said. 
I  said  I  would  not  accept  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— That  was  said 
later.  The  honourable  member  in  the  first  in- 
fltance  laughed  at  it,  and  said  tbe  Opposition 
proposed  the  amendment  under  the  belief  that 
be  (the  Premier)  would  object  to  it.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  may,  of  course,  have  meant 
something  else,  as  he  generally  does  when 
in  a  difficulty,  and  if  he  makes  any  denial 
I  am,  of  course,  bound  to  accept  it.  I  am 
merely  stating  what,  within  the  knowledge  of 
honourable  members  on  both  sides,  actually 
occurred. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  is 
again  making  a  statement  entirely  contrary  to 
iaot. 


Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— He  said  we 
brought  forward  this  amendment  under  the 
impression  it  would  be,  as  usual,  objected  to. 
If  he,  by  that,  did  not  imply  that  he  might 
possibly  accept,  there  was  no  meaning  in  the 
interjection  at  all.  Now,  he  tells  us  this  is  a 
no'-oonfidence  motion.  And  it  may  be  proper 
now  just  to  state  briefly  what  the  facts  of  the 
case  are.  The  other  day  the  Premier  taunted 
this  side  of  the  House  in  a  most  reprehensible 
manner.  In  effect,  he  said  if  we  took  more 
than  one  day  or  a  couple  of  days  to  study  the 
Financial  Statement,  and  had  a  long  debate 
upon  it  afterwards,  then  we  would  be  dislocat- 
ing the  business  of  the  country  by  preventing 
the  construction  of  the  railway  rolling-stock 
urgently  required  in  view  of  the  approaching 
harvest,  and  at  the  same  time  keeping 
numbers  of  men  out  of  employment  —  the 
railway  hands  who  had  been  discharged.  The 
object,  therefore,  of  the  amendment  is  to  let 
it  be  clear  to  the  House  and  to  the  country 
that  we  are  not  adopting,  and  will  not  adopt, 
any  selfish  policy  of  the  kind ;  that,  while  we 
claim  the  right  to  study  the  Budget  closely, 
and  to  discuss  it  fully,  as  indeed  we  are  bound 
to  do,  at  the  same  time  we  are  not  going  to 
disorder  the  business  of  the  farming  com- 
munity, and  wantonly  prevent  numbers  of 
men  from  being  re-employed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— This  is  the  main  question : 
The  question  now  is  the  resumpti6n  ol  the  de- 
bate at  half- past  two ;  and  on  that  question  it 
is  not  allowable  to  debate  the  main  question, 
which  has  been  adjourned. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  not  dis- 
puting  your  ruling,  Sir;  I  was  merely  taking 
advantage  of  the  latitude  given  to  others.  I 
do  not  think  I  have  travelled  outside  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  debate  is  adjourned. 
The  only  question  now  is  its  resumption  at 
half-past  two. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  the 
question  I  am  dealing  with.  I  want  to  put  the 
question  of  adjournment  to  the  Premier,  and 
to  show  him  how  very  simple  it  would  be  for 
him  to  avoid  all  conflict  on  the  subject.  I  wish 
to  show  him  how  simple  a  matter  it  would 
have  been  for  him  to  have  accepted  the  amend- 
ment, as  we  expected  he  would  do  from  his  first 
attitude  to  night,  and  how  nicely  it  would  have 
settled  the  whole  matter.  If  the  amendment 
had  been  accepted,  the  Premier  could  have  at 
once  put  in  hand  the  work  he  is  apparently  so 
anxious  for,  and  which  he  declared  we  were 
obstructing. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  is  speaking  on  the  main 
question  again,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE.— No,  Sir ;  I  am 
pointing  out  the  simple  means  of  avoiding  dis- 
pute concerning  adjournment.  If  the  amend- 
ment were  carried,  then  the  discussion  on  the 
Financial  Statement 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  are  referring  to  the 
main  question. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE-— Then  I  confine 
myself  to  saying  that  the  discussion  on  the 
main  question  could  be  quietly  resumed,  and 
the  difficulty  alleged  to  stand  in  the  road  of 
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disouBBion  would  be  removed ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  work  would  have  been  put  in  hand  at  once 
ftnd  the  men  re-employed.  But  why  is  the 
honourable  gentleman  not  accepting  it?  Be- 
eause  he  is  afraid  of  the  idle  taunt,  the  mere 
garbage  of  politioSi  by  which,  possibly,  some 
honourable  member  would  say,  "  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  accepted  dictation 
at  the  hands  of  the  Opposition  "  ;  and,  rather 
than  accept  this  apparent  dictation  at  the 
hands  of  the  Opposition,  the  honourable 
gentleman  now  is  prepared  to  prevent  the 
rolling-stock  being  constructed  and  the  men 
'  re-employed. 

Mr.  SEDDON — The  honourable  gentleman 
Is  going  outside  your  ruling,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  he  is  travelling 
away  from  the  question  of  fixing  the  time  for 
resuming  the  debate. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Then,  Sir,  I 
will  do  so  no  more.  I  merely  point  out,  in 
conclusion,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle-' 
man  had  a  simple  way  of  getting  oufi  of  this 
difficulty,  but,  studying  his  own  selfish  inter- 
ests, he  has  refused. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  been  misrepresented 
by  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  courteously 
allowed  him  to  complete  his  speech.  I  never 
made  the  statement  he  imputed  to  me  at  all. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— What  did  you 
say  to  us  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  not  say  anything  to 
you  at  all ;  I  do  not  recognise  you. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— To  whom  were 
you  speaking  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.- As  soon  as  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  resumed  his  seat  I  rose  in  my  place 
and  said  I  could  not  possibly  accept  the  amend- 
ment; those  are  my  words,  and  they  will  be 
found  recorded  in  Hansard,  What  I  then 
said  to  the  honourable  member  was,  *'  You 
had  better  finish  the  debate  on  the  Statement 
at  once."  That  is  what  I  said,  and,  as  I  said 
from  the  beginning,  I  knew  this  was  intended 
as .  a  no-confidence  motion.  It  was  brought 
forward  as  a  no-confidence  motion,  and  I 
would  be  wanting  in  discerument  and  self- 
respect  if  I  did  not  accept  it  as  such. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Ricoarton).— The  phases 
which  this  matter  has  gone  through  are  very 
curious.  A  supporter  of  the  Government,  Mr. 
McGowan,  stated  most  distinctly  that  this 
resolution  was  playing  directly  into  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  and  asserting  what  they 
wanted.  Now,  we  hear  a  very  different  story. 
Well,  Sir,  I  was  only  going  to  say  a  few  words. 
I  am  not  going  to  trespass  on  your  ruling ; 
but,  as  member  for  a  district  largely  interested 
in  this  matter,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  am 
glad  to  know  that  this  debate  is  to  be  at  half- 
past  two,  and  is  not  to  be  postponed.  I  think, 
Sir,  that  is  within  the  scope  of  the  motion  now 
before  the  House.  I  am  delighted  to  see  that 
it  is  going  on  at  half-past  two,  because  we 
have  been  told  that  "  the  longer  we  debate 
the  Statement,  the  longer  will  it  keep  these 
poor  men  out  of  employment,"  and  they  are 
largely  my  constituents,  and  therefore  I  am 
glad  that  the  debate  is  to  come  on  at  at  half- 
Mt.  M,  J.  a.  Mackmaie 


past  two.  I  am  only  grieved  that  the  Premier* 
should  have  made  an  effort  to  postpone  (he 
debate  until  half-past  seven.  We  might  have 
a  message  from  the  Governor,  and  we  might 
have  an  authority  passed  and  these  moneys 
available  before  half- past  seven  to-morrow.  I 
think  it  is  a  perfect  outrage  that  the  House 
should  have  been  in  session  over  six  weeks,  and 
that  these  men  should  be  kept  out  of  necessary 
work,  and  that  the  Government  should  now 
accept  the  proposal  of  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition as  a  no- confidence  motion.  I  think  it  is 
a  perfect  outrage  on  our  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure to  make  such  a  proposed  a  no-confidence 
motion.  It  seems  as  though  the  whole  of  our 
parliamentary  procedure  is  becoming  merely  a 
means  of  trickery  and  artful  scheming,  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Premier. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thames).  —  I  wish  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  The  honourable - 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  whether 
intentionally  or  otherwise  I  am  not  prepskred 
to  say,  misrepresented  my  remarks.  What  I 
said  was  that  this  reeolutfon  would  show, 
when  the  Government  brought  down  measures 
for  the  construction  of  these  works,  whether 
those  gentlemen  were  going  to  support  the 
Government  proposals    and  carry   out    those 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  Publio- 
Works). — I  wish  to  correct  my  honourable 
friend  and  colleague  the  Premier  when  he  said 
he  did  not  recognise  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City.  He  forgot  for  the  mo- 
ment that  the  honourable  member  was  onfr 
of  a  quartette  who  now  run  the  Opposition. 
I  think  we  shall  have  to  address  them  now 
collectively  instead  of  individually,  and  as  the 
quartette  of  the  Opposition.  It  is  very  strange,, 
but  it  was  more  remarkable  to  hear  the  honour- 
able member  for  Riccarton  with  regard  to  the 
six  weeks  of  the  session  having  elapsed,  and 
these  poor  men  having  been  kept  out  of  work. 
Who  kept  them  out  of  work?  Why,  the- 
honourable  member  for  Riccarton  and  hia 
friends,  by  blocking  the  work  of  the  House^ 
have  been  keeping  these  men  out  of  work* 
I  should  like  to  know  what  businees  ha» 
come  before  the  House  that  that  honour- 
able gentleman's  friends  have  not  stonewalled  ?* 
And  now.  Sir,  are  we  going  to  help  the  matter 
forward  by  the  action  taken  to-day  ?  Last  Tues- 
day week  the  Financial  Statement  was  brought 
down,  and  the  Government  were  prepared  to- 
go  on  with  the  debate  that  night.  It  waa 
brought  up  again  on  Thursday,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  Opposition  put  off  until  Friday ; 
and  it  was  brought  up  on  Friday,  and  again 
at  their  request  put  off  till  Tuesday.  Now,  I 
venture  to  say  that  not  one  honourable  gentle- 
man in  this  House,  especially  among  the  Op- 
position, expected  a  division  to  come  off  to- 
night, until  they  found  that  several  members- 
were  away. 

An  Hon.  Member. — We  have  been  waiting; 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Sir,  the  honourable^ 
members  have  been  waiting  here,  but  they  did 
not  expect  a  division  to  come  off  to-night,  and 
the  honourable  member  knows — he  is  an  old 
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^^otioian— fcfaat  when  the  finanoial  debate  starts 
there  are  many  members  who  avail  themselves 
-of  the  opportunity  of  a  debate  asaally  lasting 
several  days  to  go  away  to  their  homes,  and  they 
4o  not  oome  back  for  a  day  or  two,  and  the 
Opposition  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  ab- 
aenoe  of  these  honourable  members  from  the 
House  by  taking  a  division  at  this  hour  of  the 
night.  How  is  that  going  to  help  the  matter 
forward?  How  is  that  to  give  these  men 
^ork  ?  We  have  the  question  of  the  financial 
debate  before  the  House,  and  that  will  have  to 
be  decided  before  provision  can  be  made  for 
giving  the  whole  of  the  men  work,  except  so  far 
■:a8  they  can  gradually  be  taken  on  by  the 
Minister  for  Railways.  Now,  as  to  this  being  a 
no-confidence  motion :  does  this  same  quartette 
-wish  the  House  to  believe,  or  the  country  to 
believe,  that  this  was  not  meant  as  a  no-con- 
fidence motion  ?  What  have  we  had  circulated 
through  all  the  papers  of  the  colony  ?  What 
was  in  the  Evening  Post  this  evening,  but  that 
«  no-confidence  motion  would  be  brought  on 
by  the  Opposition  ?  And  knowing,  as  they  do, 
that  the  Government  are  making  provision  for 
work  for  these  men,  by  bringing  forward  this 
motion,  and  so  intercepting  Supply,  they  are 
•delaying  the  re-employment  of  these  men,  and 
delaying  the  work  of  the  session.  The  whole 
thing  is  perfect  nonsense. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  (Auckland  City).— I  rise 
to  say  a  few  words  about  this  "  pair  "  business. 
It  seems  to  me  it  is  growing  into  a  perfect 
■abuse  in  this  House.  I  cannot  see  the  justice 
of  a  present  member  disfranchising  himself 
to  oblige  another  member  who  goes  away  to 
£11  a  situation  of  emolument  under  the  Govern- 
ment. I  understand  that  is  the  case  to- 
-night. 

An  Hon.  Member.— What  ? 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— A  member  has  "  paired  " 
'Who  is  away 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  of  "  pairs  " 
has  been  disposed  of.  The  question  now  is  as 
to  when  the  debate  is  to  be  resumed. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— The  question  of  these 
**  pairs"  has  been  so  thoroughly  discussed  that  I 
thought  I  would  be  justified  in  expressing  my 
-opinion  :  that  at  no  time  would  I  be  willing  to 
give  a  "  pair  '*  to  an  absent  member  who  is  away 
dn  the  employment  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  (Motueka).  —  I  have 
-always,  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
House,  given  a  '*  pair  "  to  any  one  who  has  asked 
me  for  one,  and  especially  if  any  member  was 
absent  or  sick  would  I  be  prepared  to  at  once 
give  him  a  **  pair."  I  was  prepared  to  give  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  a  *'  pair  " 
"When  he  was  sick.  I  can  understand  members 
>of  this  House  refusing  to  give  a  '*  pair  *'  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Taylor). 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  matter  of  **  pairs  *'  is 
disposed  of.  You  were  not  concerned  in  any 
of  the  cases  of  "pairs'*  that  have  been  the 
subject  of  explanation  by  those  concerned  in 
them. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.  —  This  question  of 
-** pairs*'  has  been  discussed  so  much  that  I 


thought  I  was  entitled  to  say  something  on  it 
as  well  as  other  honourable  members.  On  thd 
question  of  adjournment,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Soobie  Mackenzie, 
seems  to  have  a  grievance.  Is  it  a  new 
experience  to  have  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City,  and  those  with  him  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  keeping  the  House, 
not  only  for  a  few  hours,  but  for  night 
after  night,  putting  forward  arguments  whitfh 
might  be  designated  as  pure  claptrap.  Now, 
the  Opposition  to-day  wish  to  debate  this 
question,  while  last  and  this  session  night  after 
night  and  day  after  day  was  spent  by  them 
discussing  the  Financial  Statement,  and  there 
appeared  to  be  absolutely  no  termination  to 
the  number  of  their  flowing  verbose  and  time- 
killing  speeches.  But  the  Opposition  appear 
to  have  become  virtuous  all  at  once.  I  could 
understand  their  attitude  if  it  were  immediately 
before  a  general  election,  but  I  cannot  under- 
stand it  at  present.  At  their  caucus,  after 
three  days'  sitting,  they  say  they  think  the 
business  of  the  country  should  go  on.  Now, 
that  is  exactly  what  we  want.  I  do  not  see 
any  good  to  be  gained  by  this  discussion,  there- 
fore I  think  the  Government  should  go  on  with 
the  debate  without  any  adjournment. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey).— I  think  it  is  well 
to  recall  to  the  House  the  position,  especially 
after  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Riccarton  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Soobie  Mackenzie.  They 
seem  to  take  considerable  credit  to  themselves, 
and  those  who  are  with  them  on  that  side  of 
the  House,  for  the  fact  that  this  debate  is 
being  prolonged  by  the  Government;  whereas 
the  absolute  fact  is  that  the  Premier  moved 
that  the  debate  be  resumed  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment — namely,  half-past  two  p.m. 
to-day. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— Why  not  have  gone  on 
to-night  ? 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— Because  it  is  usual,  in 
these  debates,  to  adjourn  at  about  twelve  o'clock. 
If  you  look  at  the  records  of  the  proceedings 
last  session  in  the  financial  debate  you  will 
see  that  the  debate  was  adjourned  between 
twelve  and  half-past,  or  not  later  than  one 
o'clock  at  the  latest,  for  the  first  two  or  three 
nights  of  the  debate.  Now,  the  Opposition 
have  expressed  an  extraordinary  desire  to  go 
on.  I  understand  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
(Captain  Russell)  has  induced  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  to  withdraw  his 
amendment  for  "half-past  seven,"  so  that 
there  is  absolute  unanimity  between  the 
leaders  on  both  sides.  Let  us  stoD  talking 
and  go  home,  and  commence  the  debate  at 
half- past  two. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  House  do  now 
adjourn, 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  desire  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  and  I  must  express 
regret  at  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  0ity  (Mr.  Taylor).  I 
wish  to  make  myself  clear  with  respect  to  chat. 
There  was  some  trouble  amongst  the  Whips 
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last  seasion— at  the  end  of  the  session— regard- 
ing *<  pairs,"  and  it  was  probably  owing  to  that 
fact  that  a  "pair"  was  refused.  I  say  that 
honoarable  members  should  be  courteous  to 
eaoh  other,  particularly  when  one  is  sick ;  and, 
for  my  part,  I  must  say  I  would  give  any 
member  of  the  House  a  *'  pair,"  if  he  is  sick, 
rather  than  that  he  should  be  denied  that 
privilege. 

Mr.  PLATMAN.— I  may  say  that  I  was  re- 
fused a  '*  pair "  by  the  Opposition  Whip  last 
session,  even  when  1  was  sick. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE    COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  17th  August,  1898, 


HOUSE   OP    REPBBSBNTATIVB8. 

Wednesday,  17th  August,  1898. 


First  Readiogs— Adjoamment. 


The  Hon.  the  Spibakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatxbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Bank  of   New  Zealand   and  Banking  Bill, 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Muni- 
cipal Franchise  Reform  Bill,  Shearers'  Accom- 
modation Bill,  Water-supply  Bill. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  debate  which  had  arisen  in 
another  place,  in  conformity  with  the  usual 
custom,  he  begged  lo  move.  That  the  Council 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  he  thought  the 
Council  had  now  adjourned  quite  long  enough, 
and  it  was  time  they  did  a  little  work.  He  had 
never  moved  from  the  place  since  he  came  to 
Wellington  nearly  ten  weeks  ago.  As  to  the 
vote  of  want  of  confidence,  or  whatever  it  was, 
be  did  not  think  it  bad  been  moved  as  a  vote  of 
^ant  of  confidence,  and  he  did  not  think  the 
Government  should  have  taken  it  as  such.  It 
was  only  delaying  business.  There  were  many 
important  matters  before  the  Council,  and  it 
was  time  they  devoted  some  of  their  time  to  the 
business  of  the  public  instead  of  walking  about 
the  streets.  And  then,  at  the  end  of  the  session, 
the  Council  would  go  through  the  farce  of 
passing  a  lot  of  Bills  through  hurriedly  without 
leading  them,  and  sometimes  even  without 
being  printed.     It  was  a  disgrace  to  the  colony. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


Mr.  Seddon 


First  Beading— Financial  Btetement:  Want  of  Con- 
fidence—Financial Statement. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  twa- 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Coal-mines  Bill. 

FINANCIAL    STATEMENT:     WANT   OP 
CONFIDENCE. 

ADJOtJBNSD    DEBATB. 

Mr.  SYMES  (Egmont).  ^  Sir,  the  amend- 
ment introduced  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition (Captain  Russell),  in  my  opinion  at  any 
rate,  is  cunningly  and  skilfully  devised  to  oatch> 
the  votes  of  the  poor  working  railway-men. 
The  amendment  is  this : — 

*'  To  omit  all  the  words  after  *  That,'  and 
insert  *  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is  de- 
sirable that  the  Government  should  take  imme- 
diate steps  to  provide  a  sufficient  sum  of  mone7 
to  enable  the  construction  of  the  required  rail- 
way rolling-stock  to  be  put  in  hand  at  onoe,. 
thus  making  due  provision  for  the  pressing 
needs  of  the  colony  and  the  immediate  re- 
employment of  the  men  thrown  out  of  work.' " 

We  have  already  heard  from  the  Opposition 
what  they  would  do  if  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity. They  would  at  once  revert  to  the 
system  of  managing  the  railways  by  Commis- 
sioners—  that  most  iniquitous  system  which 
was  carried  out  for  some  time,  and  which  dis- 
organized the  whole  of  the  railway  atafif 
throughout  the  colony,  instead  of  improving 
it,  as  we  have  been  told  by  some  honourable 
members  that  it  did.  We  have  heard  lately 
that  the  railways  have  been  starved  for  revenue 
purposes ;  but  the  fact  is  that,  at  the  time  the 
railways  were  under  the  Commissioners,  they 
were  starved  for  the  purposes  of  revenue.  We 
have  plenty  of  evidence  of  that.  If  an  order 
was  sent  to  the  department  for  a  truck  it  was- 
found  that  the  truck  would  be  sent  one  day 
and  a  tarpaulin  the  next  day,  or  perhaps 
the  tarpaulin  would  arrive  before  the  truck. 
Such  things  do  not  happen  now,  however.  I 
can  speak  positively  of  the  railway-line  be- 
tween Wellington  and  Taranaki,  on  which  I 
have  travelled  as  often  as  most  honourable 
members  for  a  number  of  years  past.  I  can^ 
speak  authoritatively,  then,  of  the  working  oi 
that  section  of  our  railways,  and  I  say  that  the 
present  railway  management  is,  and  has  always^ 
been,  in  the  direction  of  providing  for  the 
requirements  of  the  district.  Everything  has 
been  done  for  the  people  that  could  possibly  be 
done,  not  only  to  provide  for  their  accommoda- 
tion, but  to  meet  their  wants  in  every  other 
way ;  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  having 
witnessed  for  myself  that  improved  state  of 
afiairs  that  I  can  say  distinctly  that  there  has 
been  more  done  at  the  northern  end  of  the 
railway  on  the  West  Coast  than  was  ever  done^ 
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before  in  the  way  of  providiiig  the  necessary 
aooommodation  for  the  travelling  pnblio,  and 
meeting  the  requirements  of  the  settlers  who 
use  the  railways.  I  think  that  the  Opposition 
will  find,  then,  that  they  will  not  be  able  to 
oajole  the  railway  vote  so  easily  as  they 
Imagine.  These  men  are  too  wideawake  and 
intelligent  to  be  caught  by  such  a  motion  as 
the  one  that  has  been  brought  forward,  and  the 
honourable  members  opposite  will  find  that 
this  motion  will  not  command  their  support, 
because  they  know  very  well  that  if  once  the 
Opposition  have  the  power  they  will  return  to 
the  old  order  of  things  and  reinstate  the  Com- 
missioners. I  hope,  then,  that  we  shall  never 
again  have  the  Oommissioners  in  power.  It  is 
strange  that  the  Opposition  sliould  have  at- 
tacked the  Financial  Statement  in  this  piece- 
meal fashion.  To  my  mind,  it  clearly  proves 
that  they  regard  their  case  as  hopeless,  and  it 
■hows,  too,  that  they  simply  want  by  their 
method  of  proceeding  to  catch  the  railway  em- 
ployes' vote.  No  one  knows  better  than  do  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  that  the  balance- 
sheet  that  we  have  bad  placed  before  us  is 
absolutely  correct.  They  know  that  they 
cannot  get  behind  it  in  any  possible  way.  If 
they  could  have  proved  that  it  was  not  correct 
would  tbey  have  attacked  it  in  this  piecemeal 
way?  No,  they  would  not.  I  am  prepared  to 
■ay,  Sir,  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  willing 
at  any  moment  to  place  his  balance-sheet  be- 
fore a  Select  Committee  for  verification. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SYMES. — Then,  since  we  have  heard  of 
the  surplus  this  year  it  has  been  very  amusing 
to  view  the  tactics  of  the  Opposition  and  their 
papers.  First  of  all  they  said  there  was  no 
surplus  at  all,  but  a  deficit.  Tbey  attempted 
to  prove  that  position  for  a  time,  but  they  found 
they  could  not,  for  the  public  saw  through  the 
move  and  recognised  the  game  as  a  '* stale" 
one.  Then  they  said  that  if  there  was  a 
surplus  it  was  unstatesmanlike  and  unconsti- 
tutional, and. they  used  other  big  words  as  well ; 
and  they  said,  further,  that  no  Qovemment 
should  have  a  surplus,  and  that  instead  of 
having  a  surplus  the  money  ought  to  be  re- 
mitted to  the  people  in  the  way  of  reducing 
the  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  in  that 
instance,  too,  the  Opposition  members  were 
very  solicitous  for  the  working-man,  for  whom 
I  venture  to  say  they  did  not  care  a  snap 
of  the  fingers.  The  fact  is.  Sir,  that  a  remis- 
sion of  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of  life  never 
gives  any  benefit  to  the  working-man.  It  is  the 
**  fat  man  " — the  storekeeper  and  the  merchant 
— who  get  the  benefit  of  it,  imd  that  may  be 
the  reason  why  the  Opposition  are  so  anxious 
to  do  the  working-man  a  turn.  It  has  been 
suggested  to  the  Treasurer  to  remit  something 
like  £50,000  of  taxation,  but  in  my  opinion  that 
would  be  a  step  in  the  wrong  direction,  for  the 
reason,  ae  I  have  just  stated,  that  the  working- 
man  will  never  get  any  benefit  at  all  from 
such  remission.  We  will  Btill  have  the  same 
cheap  goods  rung  in  from  Germany — the  same 
prison-labour  goods — and  the  purchaser  will 
pay  exactly  the  same  price  afterwards  as  he 


pnays  now.  We  have  seen  that  happen  time  after 
time.  At  the  present  time  we  cannot  get  a 
scrap  of  fencing-wire  or  a  pound  of  staples  that 
are  not  made  in  Germany.  What,  then,  is  the 
use  of  reducing  the  taxation  if  we  are  still  to 
have  the  same  foreign-made  goods  imported^ 
and  not  the  goods  made  in  Great  Britain? 
For  that  reason,  then,  it  would  be  a  wrong 
thing  to  remit  the  taxation  in  the  way  pro- 
posed. For  myself,  I  would  much  prefer  to 
see  the  £50,000  spent  on  roads  and  bridges — 
say,  in  opening  up  the  roads  to  Auckland. 
•Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SYMES.— I  am  glad  to  hear  the  Trea- 
surer say  "  Hear,  hear,"  for  it  gives  me  a  hope 
that  we  shall  have  some  of  that  money  for  the 

Surpose  I  have  stated.  We  have  heard  a  good 
eal  too  about  the  poor  North  of  New  Zealand, 
and  no  doubt  honourable  members  represent- 
ing that  part  would  be  pleased  to  see  a  portion 
of  that  money  used  in  helping  the  people  in 
that  part  of  the  colony  to  make  roads  in  the 
great  roadless  North.  Perhaps  they  would  like 
some  too  to  enable  them  to  clear  their  land  of 
gorse  and  briar ;  but  if  they  have  any  chance 
of  getting  some  of  it  for  the  making  of  their 
roads  they  should  certainly  support  the  view 
I  hold— that,  instead  of  remitting  £50.000  of 
taxation,  that  sum  should  be  set  aside  for  the 
construction  of  roads  and  bridges.  The  much- 
talked-about  table  in  the  Budget  I  am  not 
going  to  deal  with.  It  has  been  fully  ex- 
plained by  the  Hon.  the  Treasurer,  and  the 
Opposition  have  made  no  attempt  so  far 
to  disprove  it.  I  think.  Sir,  if  they  attempt 
anything  of  the  sort  they  must  signally  fail. 
The  receipts  and  expenditure  also,  in  this 
Budget,  need  no  comment  whatever  from  me, 
and  I  leave  that  item  to  those  who  think  that 
they  can  pull  it  to  pieces,  and  I  think,  m  in 
the  other  case,  they  must  fail.  Under  the 
head  of  public  workfl,  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
never  saw  the  public  works  of  this  colony  so 
successfully  carried  on  as  thdy  have  been 
under  the  present  Government ;  never  in  the 
history  of  the  colony  have  they  been  so  success- 
fully carried  on  as  tbey  have  under  this  Go- 
vernment ;  and  never  in  tlie  history  oi  the 
colony  have  we  had  £1,830,000  taken  from  the 
surpluses  of  the  colony  in  order  to  carry  out 
our  necessary  public  works.  I  refer  to  the 
works  carried  on  by  means  of  the  surpluses  in 
order  to  provide  the  necessary  facilities  to 
meet  the  growing  requirements  of  the  back 
country,  and  to  promote  the  advancement  and 
progress  of  the  colony.  Under  the  heading  of 
roads- construction,  that  has  been  carried  out 
under  the  Minister  of  Lands,  we  find  that 
there  has  been  appropriated  for  roads  and 
bridges  in  various  parts  of  the  colony  a 
sum  of  £397.521.  This  amount  has  been 
appropriated  for  roads  and  bridges,  tor  sur- 
veys, purchase  of  land,  and  for  other  works. 
Out  of  this  sum  no  less  than  £263,956  was 
expended.  In  addition  to  that,  £10,868  has 
been  expended  upon  roads  and  bridges  under 
the  Mines  Department,  and  £6,175  under  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Act,  making  a  total 
expenditure   on   roads    and    bridges    for    the 
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finanoial  year  of  £280.999.  Of  this  sum  no 
lesfl  an  amount  than  £55,585  has  been  direotly 
epent  by  the  local  bodies  ander  agreement 
with  the  Government.  To  give  some  idea  of 
the  magnitade  of  the  works  carried  oat  under 
this  head  I  might  mention  that  the  mileage  of 
toads  construoted  was  448  miles  of  dray-roads. 
They  converted  888  miles  of  bridle-track  into 
dray-roads ;  they  maintained  1,875  miles  of 
dray-roads;  they  oonstruoted  367  miles  of 
bridle-tracks,  and  improved  108  miles,  and 
maintained  982  miles,  or  a  total  of  constructed 
roads  of  815  miles.  They  have  widened  and 
improved  486  miles,  and  maintained  2,857 
miles,  at  a  total  cost  of  £277.548.  In  addition 
to  that  they  have  spent  out  of  that  money  the 
cost  of  surveys  and  engineering  for  486  miles 
of  road.  They  have  constructed  ninety-three 
bridges  of  over  80 ft.  span;  and  in  the  mining 
districts  they  have  maintained  forty- eight 
miles  of  road;  they  have  constructed  forty- 
three  miles,  and  erected  four  bridges,  at  a 
total  cost  of  £10,868.  In  addition  to  that  a 
sum  of  £8,456  has  been  spent  on  Native-land 
surveys.  The  increase  over  the  previous  year 
has  been  very  great  indeed.  The  increase  in 
the  roads  constructed  has  been  816  miles,  and 
in  regard  to  the  roads  maintained,  of  818 miles ; 
while  they  have  erected  thirteen  bridges  of  over 
80ft.  span  more  than  they  did  in  the  previous 
year.  Most  of  the  work  coming  under  this  head- 
ing has  been  carried  out  under  the  co-operative 
system,  and  we  find  that  the  average  wage 
earned  by  the  men  engaged  on  the  work  under 
that  system  has  been  6a.  4d.  per  diem,  by  a 
mean  number  of  1,519  men.  The  work,  to  my 
mind,  has  been  carried  out  far  better  and  more 
effectively  than  it  could  possibly  have  been 
carried  out  under  the  local  bodies.  I  am 
speaking  now  of  a  district  I  know,  where  the 
work  has  been  carried  out  very  largely  under 
the  co-operative  system.  The  work  has  been 
far  better  done,  and  1  think  it  has  been  done 
cheaper  than  if  it  had  been  carried  out  under 
the  local  body. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Query. 

Mr.  SYMES.— No,  there  is  no  query  at  all 
about  it.    It  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB.— There  must  have  been 
some  bad  administration  up  yonder. 

Mr.  SYMES.— No,  not  so  bad  as  there  was 
up  in  the  roadless  North.  With  regard  to  the 
land  for  settlements — I  allude  to  the  special 
settlements  and  the  improved-farm  settlements 
— I  suppose  that  in  my  electorate,  at  any  rate, 
there  are  more  special  settlements  and  im- 
proved-farm settlements  than  in  any  other 
electorate  in  the  colony;  and  the  progress 
made  during  the  past  three  years  in  regard  to 
these  settlements  has  simply  marked  a  new  era 
in  the  history  of  the  colony.  There  have  been, 
no  doubt,  a  good  many  forfeitures,  simply  for 
the  reason  that  the  settlers  could  not  get  roads 
to  their  sections ;  and  the  sections  have  thus 
been  forieited,  principally  under  the  residence 
clause,  for  the  simple  reason—as  I  said — be- 
cause the  settlers  could  not  get  to  their  hold- 
ings for  the  want  of  roads.  Another  drawback 
was  this :  Many  of  the  Holdings  were  too  small ; 
Mr,  Symei 


but  I  am  very  pleased  to  sac  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  adopted,  and  intend  to  carry  out* 
the  grouping  of  these  sections,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  that  with  the  grouping  of  theaa 
sections  we  shall  not  have  many  forfeitures 
in  the  future.  They  have  in  aoma  places 
grouped  the  sections  into  blocks  of  four  hun- 
dred acres  and  six  hundred  acres.  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  the  grouping  of  theaa 
sections  will  brhig  about  greater  prosperity 
than  we  have  had  in  the  past,  though  a 
great  many  of  the  forfeitures  have  been  owing 
to  the  smallness  of  the  area  and  the  want  of 
means  of  access.  I  also  see,  further,  under 
this  particular  heading,  that  the  Qovemmeni 
have,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  only  given  us  some- 
thing like  58}  acres  by  way  of  endowments. 
I  would  like  to  see  far  more  land  set  apart  aa 
endowments,  but  not  if  the  sections  are  to  be 
subjected  to  the  same  treatment  that  waa 
attempted  in  the  case  of  one  of  our  main  en- 
dowments  in  Taranaki.  I  speak  now  of  the 
Opaka  Block  reserve,  which  was  set  apart  under 
the  New  Zealand  University  Act  of  1874.  Thia 
land  comprised  some  ten  thousand  acres  in 
area,  and  it  was  set  apart  for  higher  educa- 
tion purposes  in  Taranaki,  but  for  some  time 
past  the  late  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  Bobert  Stout)  has  been  trying  to  divest 
Taranaki  of  this  land.  He  has  tried  hia 
'*  level  best "  to  get  it  in  every  possible  way ; 
he  has  on  two  or  three  occasions  been 
defeated,  but  he  has  all  along  played  a 
waiting  game,  and  has  at  last  succeeded  in 
getting  the  Board  of  Qovernors  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion asking  the  Qovemment  to  hand  this  over 
to  the  Victoria  University  College  in  Welling- 
ton. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Shame. 

Mr.  SYMES.— Yes,  it  is  a  shame ;  and  it  is 

Q  Q  more  than  that— it  is  a  crime.  He  has 
no  more  right  to  take  that  land  than 
he  has  to  attempt  to  take  a  university  endow- 
ment from  Otago. 

An  Hon.  Msmb^b.  —  He  will  not  get  any 
there. 

Mr.  SYMES.— No,  I  hope  he  will  not,  and  I 
trust  he  will  not  get  this.  So  long  as  I  can  I 
certainly  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  fnevent 
them  from  getting  it,  for  it  is  a  most  iniqui- 
tous thing  to  attempt.  They  have  waited  and 
waited,  and  their  whole  aim  has  been  to  get 
this  for  the  purpose  of  establishins  scholar- 
ships for  the  Victoria  College.  Such  a  thing 
should  not  be  allowed  in  any  country.  We 
have  for  years  tried  to  get  some  benefit  from 
this,  and  now  that  the  land  can  be  of  some  uaa 
to  the  Taranaki  Provincial  District  they  want 
to  take  it  for  the  Victoria  College.  I  feel  certain 
that  every  member  representing  the  Taranaki 
Provincial  District  will,  with  me,  raise  hia  voice 
against  this  most  iniquitous  attempt  to  diveat 
us  of  this  endowment.  Now,  under  the  head 
of  agricultural,  pastoral,  and  dairying  in- 
dustry: this  is  an  industry  that  has  apmng 
up  into  life  during  the  present  Administration 
— one  that  only  existed  in  name  prior  to  thia 
Government  coming  into  power,  but  has  now 
become  a  very  great   industry  indeed.      We 
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liftTe,  from  our  dairy  exports  alone,  somefehing 
like  half  a  million  a  year.  We  have  now,  I 
think,  about  three  hundred  factories  in  New 
Zealand.  In  1891  there  were  only  seventy- 
four  dairy  factories.  Although  the  Qovem- 
ment  have  done  a  great  deal  to  help  this 
industry,  they  can  still  do  a  great  deal  more, 
4knd  a  great  deal  more  is  expected  from  them. 
We  expect,  or  hope  at  any  rate,  in  the  very 
near  future  to  see  a  dairy-school  established 
in  the  North  Island,  and  another  in  the 
South  Island.  The  one  for  the  North  Island 
should  naturally  be  established  in  Taranaki, 
because  that  is  the  home  of  the  dairy 
industry  in  New  Zealand.  The  very  first 
factory  was  established  in  my  electorate, 
-and  they  have  gone  on  steadily  increasing 
from  that  day  to  the  present  time,  and  what 
was  a  very  small  thing  has  grown  up  to  be 
a  vecy  gigantic  concern.  What  we  want  now 
is  that  the  Government  should,  instead  of 
giving  subsidies  to  the  mails,  subsidise  the 
carrying  of  our  dairy  produce  and  frozen  meat. 
The  mails  can  look  after  themselves.  But  I 
ehall  have  more  to  say  on  this  subject  later  on, 
as  already  a  Committee  has  been  set  up  to  in- 
-quire  into  the  extension  of  commerce,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  matter  will  be  brought  on  at 
4k  later  stage  in  this  House.  As  to  the  question 
-of  advances  to  settlers,  we  have  not  heard  much 
-from  the  Opposition  lately,  but  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  told  this  House  that  we 
were  going  to  have  some  very  heavy  losses,  and 
that  one  of  them  came  from  his  own  electorate. 
He  attempted  to  show  that  the  way  the  Go- 
vernment would  lose  over  this  was  that  a  sum 
had  been  advanced  far  in  excess  of  the  value 
of  the  property,  and  that  it  was  to  a  man  of  the 
**  right  colour.*'  That  was  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  speech.  But  he  has  not  attempted  to  tell 
this  House  that  since  then  the  property 
has  been  sold  at  a  considerable  advance, 
and  that  the  Government  will  not  lose  any- 
thing. It  was  merely  an  attempt  to  make 
the  people  believe  that  the  Government  had 
misused  their  position  in  order  to  defend  the  in- 
terests of  a  man  who  was  of  the  "  right  colour  " ; 
hut  that  was  not  the  case  at  all.  The  property 
was  valued  by  an  officer  appointed  by  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Board.  The  man  was 
misled  as  to  the  area  felled  and  grassed,  as 
these  people  told  him  they  had  six  hundred 
instead  of  three  hundred  acres,  and  he  based 
his  value  upon  that.  I  should  like  to  see 
any  man  who  thinks  he  knows  something 
about  the  value  of  land  go  into  hill  country 
and  tell  whether  three  hundred  or  six  hundred 
acres  of  bush  has  been  felled  without  surveying 
it.  You  get  at  the  top  of  one  hill  and  you  see 
over  to  the  next  one,  and  if  you  get  beyond 
that  you  see  another.  This  man  had  to  take 
the  statement  of  the  owners  that  there  were  six 
hundred  acres.  However,  he  could  not  have 
been  very  far  out,  as  the'  money  advanced  on 
the  property  was  £1,850,  and  it  has  been 
sold,  I  am  assured  on  the  best  authority,  for 
£2,100.  The  valuation  assessed  by  the  valuer 
was  £2,600.    This  advances -to-settlers  scheme 


is  a  thing  tha(»  our  Opposition  friends  would 
sweep  away  in  a  second  if  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity, for  the  simple  reason  that  the  money- 
lender does  not  like  it,  because  he  has  to  take 
less  interest.  The  lawyer  does  not  like  it 
because  he  has  to  accept  less  in  the  way  of 
fees.  That  is  a  hard  knock.  And  then  the 
agent  does  not  like  to  lose  his  procuration- fee, 
and  that  is  the  hardest  knock  of  all.  Owing  to 
this  procuration-fee,  if  a  man  wanted  a  small 
loan  of,  say,  £50,  about  one-third  of  it  would 
be  gone  before  he  could  get  any  money  at  all. 
I  can  speak  with  some  authority  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  way 
in  which  money  is  lent,  and  I  know  what  the 
expenses  are.  I  quite  agree  with  one  honour- 
able member  who  said  that  the  lawyers  of  New 
Zealand  were  as  lenient  and  modest  in  their 
charges  as  they  were  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
and  I  think  in  many  instances  they  are  a  great 
deal  more  so ;  but  that  does  not  alter  the  fact 
one  iota  that  the  charges  make  it  absolutely 
prohibitive  on  a  man  who  wants  a  small 
sum  of  money,  because  it  is  simply  impos- 
sible for  him  to  raise  it  in  the  ordinary  way, 
and  which  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act 
is  made  possible  at  a  reasonable  cost.  Now, 
Sir,  we  have  heard  people  moaning  about  the 
state  of  New  Zealand.  Yet  I  contend  that 
New  Zealand  was  never  in  a  more  prosperous 
state  than  at  the  present  time :  never  in  the 
history  of  the  colony  was  it  in  such  a  flourishing 
condition  as  it  is  in  at  the  present  time.  And 
to  prove  my  position  in  this  matter  I  have 
only  to  refer  to  the  figures  which  appear  in  the 
Budget  with  reference  to  the  Savings-Bank. 
We  find  this:  In  1890  the  number  of  deposits 
received  was  162,988,  and  the  amount  standing 
to  the  credit  of  the  depositors  was  £1,658,548  ; 
while  on  the  Slst  December,  1897,  we  find 
that  the  deposits  numbered  267,615,  and  in 
value  they  reached  the  large  sum  of  £8,187,219, 
thus  showing  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
deposits  of  not  less  than  104,667,  while  the 
actual  increase  in  the  value  of  the  deposits 
was  £1,528,676.  The  total  number  of  deposit 
accounts  remaining  open  in  1890  was  97,208, 
as  against  159,381  last  year.  Since  1890  the 
total  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  all 
open  accounts,  inclusive  of  interest  accrued, 
has  very  nearly  been  doubled,  the  respective 
figures  being— in  1890,  £2,441,876;  and  in 
1897,  £4,744,924.  And  the  average  amount 
standing  to  the  credit  of  each  open  account 
has  increased  from  £25  2s.  4d.  to  £29  158.  7d., 
thus  clearly  showing  that  the  savings,  at  any 
rate  of  the  working-classes,  have  considerably 
increased,  because  we  cannot  possibly  have  a 
better  indication  of  that  than  the  deposits  in 
the  Savings-Bank.  It  is  used  more  by  people 
of  this  class  than  by  any  other  class,  for  other 
classes  naturally  do  not,  in  the  ordinary  way, 
take  their  accounts  to  the  Savings-Bank.  Now, 
Sir,  let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  record  of 
the  Government  for  the  last  seven  years.  We 
find  from  that  record  that  this  same  Liberal 
party  have  entirely  altered  the  incidence  of 
taxation.  They  have  abolished  the  old  and 
iniquitous  property-tax,  and  they  have  given  us 
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In  its  plaoe  (he  land-  and  inoome-tax,  and  they 
baye  exempted  from  taxation  the  improve- 
ments up  to  a  value  of  £500.  Everything 
was  taxed  under  the  old  iniquitous  property- 
tax  ;  no  matter  what  a  man  had  it  was  taxed. 
The  poor  working  and  small  struggling  settler, 
of  wnom  certain  people  have  been  talking  so 
much,  were  ground  to  the  dust  under  the  old 
vicious  system  of  the  property-tax.  In  fact,  it 
was  the  most  iniquitous  tax  that  was  ever  im- 
posed upon  any  country,  because  it  was  a  direct 
tax  on  thrift  and  industry.  The  more  indus- 
trious a  man  was  the  more  he  was  taxed.  Now, 
onder  the  present  land-  and  income-tax,  all 
that  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  But  we  have  heard, 
if  our  friends  on  the  other  side  of  this  House 
oould  only  do  it,  they  would  again  revert  to 
that  old  and  iniquitous  system  of  taxation. 
We  have  also.  Sir,  bad  a  graduated  tax  put  on 
Che  large  estates.  We  have,'  too,  in  operation 
the  principle  of  rating  on  the  unimproved  value 
of  land.  That  is  one  of  the  Acts  that  ought 
to  have  been  in  force  years  and  years  ago. 
But  the  old  system  of  taxation  meant  this : 
that  the  man  who  bought  his  land  for  specula- 
tive purposes  was  enabled  to  bold  it  until  other 
rtople  had  improved  it  and  enhanced  its  value, 
could  give  dozens  of  instances  not  very  far 
from  my  own  part  of  the  colony  of  people  who 
had  so  held  land,  never  stocking  or  improving 
it,  but  waiting  until  the  settlers  who  were 
taxed  had  brought  its  value  up  to  £4  and  £5 
an  acre,  while  they  have  paid  only  £1,  and  in 
some  cases  only  10s.,  and  only  been  rated  at 
that  price.  That  was  under  the  old  system  of 
taxation.  Under  the  present  Act  I  trust  we 
shall  have  altered  for  ever  that  sort  of  thing. 
We  have  also  had  the  whole  of  our  land-laws 
revised.  We  have  also  inaugurated  the  system 
of  land  for  Rettlements,  which  has  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  blessings  that  has  ever  been 
conferred  upon  any  country.  We  have,  too, 
established  the  principle  of  *'one  man  one 
run."  The  introduction  of  that  principle  has 
brought  with  it  an  amount  of  vitality  that  was 
unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  Land  De- 
partment in  the  colony  previous  to  the  advent 
of  this  principle.  Prior  to  that  we  had  the 
sons  of  settlers  leaving  the  colony  because  it 
was  absolutely  impossible  for  them  to  get  land, 
and  if  our  friends  on  the  Opposition  benches 
were  still  in  power  the  settlers'  sons  would  still 
have  to  leave,  because  they  would  never  have 
taken  steps  to  burst  up  any  of  these  large 
estates.  If  men  had  gone  to  them  for  land 
they  would  have  said,  **  You  may  get  it  in  the 
bush  if  you  like,  and  if  you  do  not  like  that  you 
may  leave  the  country."    However,  under  our 

E resent  system  all  that  is  abolished.  Then  we 
ave,  as  1  eaid  before,  one  of  the  grandest  Acts 
that  was  ever  placed  on  the  statute-book — the 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  We 
have  had  Government  aiding  the  settlement  of 
the  country  with  cheap  money ;  we  have  had 
them  finding  money  under  the  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  and  undiBr  this 
measure  we  have  been  furnished  with  the 
means  of  providing  the  country  with  roads 
that  we  would  have  had  to  do  without  had 
Mr.  Symes 


it  not  been  for  this  Act.  We  have  had  the 
Government  on  every  occasion  doing  all  that> 
was  possible  in  the  way  of  assisting  back  settle- 
ment by  subsidising  local  bodies,  in  addition  to- 
the  facilities  afforded  under  the  Government. 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  and  thus  helping, 
on  the  settlement  of  the  country  as  far  as  it- 
was  in  their  power  to  do  so.  We  have  had,  too^ 
a  number  of  most  useful  measures  in  oon> 
nection  with  labour  legislation.  We  have  had* 
organized  a  staff  of  Inspectors  to  watch  over 
the  welfare  of  the  workers.  We  have  had  In- 
spectors appointed  for  the  dairying  industry, 
and  we  have  had  Inspectors  appointed  for  oar 
stock,  who  have  carried  out  the  Act  with  greater 
thoroughness  than  was  ever  the  case  before. 
Under  the  old  system  we  had  a  number  of  poor 
old  fogies  as  Stock  Inspectors  who  never  oould, 
and  never  would,  have  stamped  out  from  this 
country  the  diseases  that  existed  amongst  stock ; 
and  that  object  would  never  have  been  attained 
had  it  not  been  for  the  appointment  of  the- 
young,  energetic,  and  active  men  we  have  got 
now  as  Inspectors.  In  conclusion,  Sir,  if  there- 
are  any  honourable  members  in  this  House  who 
wish  to  revert  to  the  old  system  of  things — the 
old  state  of  affairs  under  which  we  have  seen 
the  struggling  and  plodding  settlers  ground 
down  under  the  iniquitous  property-tax;  to 
keep  the  hard-working  men  in  their  old 
groove,  and  the  old  state  of  things  to  again 
obtain ;  if,  I  say,  they  wish  to  break  the 
continuity  of  the  Liberal  party's  progressive 
measures,  and  bring  about  a  reversal  of  the 
incidence  of  taxation  —  if  members  of  thia 
House  wish  to  go  back  to  that  state  of  affcure,. 
then,  I  say,  they  will  support  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I 
trust  that  no  such  thing  as  that  will  occur, 
and  I  shall  call  upon  all  members  who  think 
with  me  in  this  House— those  who  are  in 
favour  of  the  present  form  of  taxation,  all 
who  favour  the  policy  of  helping  all  to  earn  a 
livelihood,  and  who  wish  to  see  the  land-laws 
of  the  colony  honestly  and  vigorously  ad- 
ministered, those  who  wieh  to  carry  out  the 
progressive  Liberal  measures  of  the  present 
Administration,  to  vote  against  this  amend- 
ment. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  **That 
the  words  *the  House  do  now  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,'  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion." 
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Hutohison,  G. 

Majority  for,  12. 
Amendment  negatived. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

On  the  question,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House  go 
into  Committee  of  Supply, 

Ml.  MOORE  (Kaiapoi)  said,— We  now  have 
the  atmosphere  cleared,  I  think,  so  far  as  this 
amendment  is  concerned,  and  we  know  exactly 
where  to  find  the  Government  supporters,  so 
far  as  their  pretensions  are  ooncemed  in  the 
direction  of  giving  work  to  the  working-people 
throughout  the  colony. 

Hon.  Membsbs. — Oh  1 

Mr.  MOOKE.— Not  only  that,  Sir,  but  as  to 
providing  trucks  for  the  country  settlers.  We 
are  now  getting  on  towards  the  season,  and,  as 
in  all  probability  next  season — at  any  rate  so 
far  as  Canterbury  is  concerned — will  be  a  pro- 
lific one,  we  shall  have  the  railway  resources 
taxed  to  the  utmost  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  settlers.     I  shall  have  something  to  say 

Q  AQ  in  reference  to  the  railways ;  in  fact,  I 
'  do  not  know  whether  I  had  not  better 
take  up  that  subject  now,  as  I  see  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  for  Railways  is  in  his  seat,  and 
I  have  something  to  say  in  reference  to 
the  admiDistration  of  the  railways.  But  let 
me  say,  in  the  first  place,  notwithstanding  the 
professions  of  the  Government  to  assist  work- 
ing-men, they  will  never  do  so  except  when  it 
is  redounding  to  their  own  credit.  If  it  is  a 
simple  question  of  finding  work  for  them  they 
do  not  care  a  snap  of  the  fingers.  I  did  not 
intend  to  start  with  the  question  of  railways 
just  now,  although  I  have  a  note  in  reference 
to  them  ;  but  the  administration  of  the  Minis- 
ter has  been  eulogized  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Thames, 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Caversham,  and 
last,  but  not  le^t,  by  the  last  speaker,  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont.  He  told  us 
that  in  the  event  of  the  Opposition  getting 
into  power  we  should  revert  to  the  old  iniqui- 
tous system  that  was  carried  on  under  the 
Commissioners.  Well,  Sir,  1  am  not  speakinff 
for  the  Opposition,  but  I  have  never  hesitated 
to  say  that  I  believe  that  the  administration 
of  the  railways  was  very  much  better  under 
the  Commissioners  than  it  has  been  under 


the  GoTernment.  I  do  not  expect  that  in  ex- 
pressing these  opinions  I  am  expressing  the 
opinions  of  the  followers  of  the  Government, 
but  I  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  railways 
were  better  administered  under  the  Com- 
missioners  than  they  have  been  under  thfr 
honourable  gentleman.  And  it  is  strange  that- 
a  reflection  has  been  oast  on  us  by  some  of  the 
supporters  of  the  Government  because  we  are> 

Prepared  to  state  this,  when  nearly  every 
linister  now  sitting  on  those  benches  voted 
for  the  railways  to  be  taken  from  under 
political  control  and  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Commissioners.  However,  they  have 
gone  back  on  that  since  they  have  been  in 

Sower,  and  I  have  no  more  to  say  in  that 
ireotion.  But,  Sir,  when  the  Government^ 
took  the  railways  over  in  1894  the  Commis- 
sioners who  had  control  of  them  kept  up  th& 
lines  and  rolling-stock  out  of  revenue.  They 
were  not  coming  to  us  every  year  asking  us  for 
grants  out  of  capital  account  or  out  of  loan» 
to  keep  up  the  railways.  They  were  very  much 
better  kept  up  then  than  they  are  at  the 
present  time ;  in  fact,  so  far  as  my  experience 
goes— and  I  have  had  considerable  experience 
of  the  railways,  at  least,  so  far  as  Canterbury 
is  concerned — they  were  very  much  better 
administered  under  the  Commissioners  than 
they  are  at  present.  Notwithstanding  this. 
Sir,  we  have  bad  less  money  spent,  as  I  say, 
out  of  capital  on  the  constructed  lines  under 
the  Commissioners  than  under  the  present 
Minister;  for  last  yesa  alone  the  honourable 
gentleman  spent  £156,781  out  of  loan-money, 
whereas  for  five  years  the  Commissioners  only 
spent  £104,494.  That  was  all  the  Commis- 
sioners spent  covering  five  years,  while  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  spent  £156,781 
during  one  year.  So  that  I  maintain  in  that- 
direction  alone  the  comparison  between  the 
Commissioners  and  the  present  administration- 
of  the  department  reflects  more  credit  on  the 
Commissioners  than  on  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. Then,  we  find  that  for  the  Stores  Depart- 
ment there  was  reported  by  the  Stores  Manager 
to  have  been  stores  to  the  value  of  £99,699  in 
stock  when  the  Commissioners  handed  over 
the  railways  to  the  Minister,  and  last  year  the 
department  only  held  value  for  £79,290,  a  de- 
crease of  £20,409,  showing  that  in  every  way 
expenditure  has  been  cut  down  to  show  a  profit. 
Now  we  have  the  honourable  gentleman,  not- 
withstanding the  large  amount  spent  last 
year  on  the  open  lines,  asking  us  to  provide 
£200,000  more  to  keep  up  the  efficiency  of  the 
railways.  And  we  have  had  it  hinted  that  in 
all  probability  he  may  ask  for  another  £100,000' 
if  he  finds  the  House  will  support  him  in  that 
direction.  Well,  Sir,  so  far  as  I  have  shown, 
we  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
state  of  affairs  carried  on  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, notwithstanding  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  condemned  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  last  spoke.  I  have  had  occasion  to 
have  some  correspondence  with  the  depart- 
ment in  reference  to  work  that  had  been  done 
by  the  railways  generally.  I  may  say  that 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  had  occasion^ 
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-to  refar  to  what  I  said,  he  said  I  had  sent  a 
•very  orafiy  letter  to  the  department.  Later  on, 
if  I  have  time,  I  shaU  read  that  letter  to  the 
House,  and  then  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  the  House  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
Judging  whether  the  letter  was  crafty  or 
not.  When  I  told  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  the  trucks  had  not  been  tared  for 
Stars,  he  told  me  it  was  utterly  incorrect, 
ow,  I  am  going  to  prove  that,  instead  of 
my  statement  being  utterly  incorrect,  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  misleading  the 
House.  I  may  say  I  have  had  a  number 
•of  trucks  tested  myself,  and  the  statement  I 
made  previously  will  be  borne  out  by  docu- 
ments I  have  before  me.  Now,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  good  enough,  from  repre- 
sentations I  made,  to  have  some  of  these 
trucks  tared,  and  he  gave  the  results.  I  am 
going  to  give  the  result  of  some  of  the  taring 
myself,  and  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the 
statement  I  made,  that  the  producers  of  Can- 
terbury had  been  robbed  of  thousands  of  pounds 
through  the  negligence  of  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment, is  correct.  I  have  a  return  here,  dated 
•the  15th  July,  of  a  number  of  trucks  that  were 
tared  ;  but  I  may  sav  that  this  return  is  hardly 
a  fair  one,  because  the  trucks  that  were  tared 
were,  most  of  them,  weighed  as  recently  as 
•July,  and  therefore  they  would  not  have  had 
the  same  chance  of  altering  in  the  weight  as 
those  tared  years  ago.  But  I  have  another 
list  of  trucks  not  tared,  some  of  them  for  five 
or  six  years.  The  honourable  gentleman  con- 
tradicted me.    The  following  is  the  return : — 

Weights  of  Eight   Wagons  tared  at  Kaiapai 
■  Station,  15th  July,  1898. 


•  . 

-g 

© 

Number 

and 
Class  of 
Wafcon. 

Date 
when  last 
weighed. 

Actual 
Weight. 

111 

^ 

r^" 

^ 

ta 

« 

Ton 
cwt. 
qr. 

Ton 
cwt. 
qr. 
lb. 

^a 

SS.£ 

lilOTl  ... 

July,  1806 

8    5    2 

3    5    014 

0    1  14 

L9066  ... 

Feb,,    . 

3    9    2 

3  10    0  14 

2  14 

... 

K48      ... 

June    • 

3  14    3 

3  14    3  14 

0  14 

Iil028  ... 

July     . 

3    6    2 

3    6    10 

0    10 

li  1785  ... 

June,  1807 

3    7    1 

3    7    0    0 

0    10 

L  1073  ... 

June,  1806 

3    7    3 

8    7    0    0 

0    8    0 

L  1054*... 

July     . 

3  10    1 

3    9    2    0 

0    3    0 

Laosa ... 

July     . 

3    6    2 

3    5    2    0 

Iil642  ... 

July     . 

8  10    1 

3    0    2    0 

0    8    0 

3    0 

3    0  14 

Cwt.  qr.  lb. 
..    fi     1    14 


♦  Not  loaded. 
Net  differ enoe  in  weight  ... 

£  8.  d. 
Loaded  with  potatoes,  at  £7  per  ton  0  16  7 
Ix)68  on  sheets,  200  lb.  ...  ...    0  14    0 


£1  10    7 


In  weights  given  on  twelve  trucks  weighed  on 
the  Idth  and  16th  July  there  was  a  differ- 
ence in  weight  of  644  lb.  Ten  of  them  had  been 
weighed  in  June  and  July  of  this  year,  and 
-  cannot  be  considered  a  fair  test;  yet  there  is  a 
If r.  Moore 


considerable  difference.  So  there  was  a  difier- 
ence  of  2  cwt.  Iqr.  and  141b.  in  thoee  i»w 
trucks.  Now,  that  difference  may  not  appear 
very  great,  but  it  meant  a  loss  to  &e  consignor 
of  £1  10s.  7d.,  and  those  trucks  had  been  juat 
recently  weighed. 

Mr.  OADHAN.— We  do  not  recognise  that 
weighbridge ;  we  have  no  guarantee  for  it. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  know  the  honourable  gentle- 
man says  they  do  not  recognise  it,  but  I  would 
point  out  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
they  charge  Is.  per  truck  for  weighing.  That 
is  rather  large,  but  I  do  not  complaki  about 
it  if  the  weight  is  correct;  but  Is.  is  ample 
for  the  work  done  by  the  department,  and  the 
least  we  can  expect  is  to  give  us  correct  freights. 
If  they  had  not  the  facilities  we  should  not  com- 
plain, but  the  department  has  every  facility  for 
giving  correct  weights,  and  having  the  trucks 
tared  frequently,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  neglected  to  have  that  done.  In 
order  to  show  that  the  statement  I  gave  the 
House  some  time  ago  was  a  correct  one,  I  have 
a  long  list  of  trucks  weighed  in  April,  189B, 
and,  although  I  do  not  wish  to  weary  the  House, 
I  shall  give  the  statement  in  order  that  it  may 
go  into  Hansard.    The  list  is  as  follows : — 


AprU,  1898. 

Tare 

Aotnal 
Weight. 

Difference 

Wacon  No. 

marked  on 
Wacon. 

against 
Prodnoer. 

^ 

• 

&  ii 

ilia 

itia 

L564 

8    9    2 

3    8    2    0 

0    10    0 

K2 

8  16    2 

3  14    3  14 

0    1    214 

L  1221 

8    3    1 

3    2    214 

0    0    214 

LS70 

3    7    0 

8    4    814 

0    2    OU 

L  1860 

8    8    1 

3    6    2    0 

0    13    0 

L  1988 

8    6    0 

3    3    2    0 

0    2    2    0 

L  1093 

3    7    2 

3    6    0    0 

0    12    0 

L  1501 

8    8    0 

8    7    014 

0    0    3  14 

M306* 

8    10 

2  18    0    0 

0    8    0    0 

L  4108 

3    8    0 

3    6    0    0 

0    2    0    0 

L888 

8    6    0 

8    4    1  14 

0    1    214 

L205 

8    9    3 

8    7    1  14 

0    2    114 

L90e 

8    9    0 

8    7    0    0 

0    2    0    0 

L  2712 

8    8    0 

3    5    814 

0    9    014 

K  72t 

3  19    0 

8  14    2    0 

0    5    2    0 

Lm: 

8    6    1 

3    4    8    0 

0    2    2    0 

Le08 

8    6    2 

8    6    014 

0    1    1  14 

L76 

8    6    2 

8    4    214 

0    0    314 

L840 

3    6    0 

8    6    0    0 

0    10    0 

L  1624 

3    9    3 

8    8    014 

0    1    2  14 

L2191 

8    9    8 

3    8    8  14 

0   0    814 

L2B04 

8    8    1 

8    7    314 

0    0    1  14 

IjWJ 

8    6    1 

8    5    0  14 

0    1    014 

M319 

8    0    0 

2  19    0    0 

0    10    0 

L  4211 

8  10    1 

8    9    10 

0    10    0 

L  1760 

8    7    2 

8    6    114 

0    1    014 

li  26111 

8    7    1 

8    6    014 

0    1    014 

L97 

8    6    1 

3    4    0  14 

0    1    014 

L  1131 

8    6    2 

8    4    214 

0    0    814 

L992 

8    7    8 

3    6    3    0 

0    10    0 

30 

2    7    2  14 

*  Tested  at  Brown's  MiU. 
f  Last  weighed,  1898. 


X  Last  weighed,  1804. 

i  Last  weighed,  Jane,  1898. 


In  these  thirty  trucks  we  have  a  difference 
of  2  tons  7  cwt.  2  qr.  and  141b.,  and  that  in 
the  face  of  the  statement  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  when  I  brought  this  matter  up, 
that  I  was  altogether  inooneot. 
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Mr.  OADMAN.— I  will  guftrantoe  the  Gkivem- 
ment  weighbridges  are  more  oorreot  than  the 
weighbridges  those  trucks  were  weighed  od. 

Mr.  MOORE.  — If  I  tell  the  honoarable 
gentleman  these  tracks  were  weighed  over  the 
Government  weighbridge  he  will  then  have  to 
admit,  perhaps,  that  I  am  right. 

Mr.  GADMAK.— You  have  to  admit  that  a 
shower  of  rain  always  makes  a  dififerenoe. 

Mr.  MOOBE.— I  know  that;  and  we  had 
two  ezceptionaliy  dry  seasons,  and  yet,  notwith- 
standing that,  and  the  honoarable  gentleman 
knowing  the  dry  seasons  makes  all  the  differ- 
enoe  in  trucks,  he  has  neglected  to  have  these 
trucks  weighed — some  of  them,  as  I  say,  since 
1898.  Now,  I  have  a  list  here  showing  the 
date  that  a  number  of  trucks  were  weighed, 
and  the  information  may  be  useful  to  the 
honourable  gentleman :  Truck  No.  662,  last 
weighed  1893;  No.  923,  1898;  No.  259,  1894; 
No.  2260. 1894  ;  No.  268, 1896  ;  No.  1466, 1895 ; 
No.  2611,  1898;  No.  72,  1893;  No.  277,  1894; 
No.  2668,  1891— it  is  only  seven  years  since 
that  truck  was  tared  ;  No.  2029,  1892 ;  No. 
1866,  1896;  No.  260,  1896;  No.  1248,  1896; 
No.  33, 1896 ;  and  No.  626, 1898.  Here  is  a  list 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  can  now  get 
showing  that  quite  a  large  number  of  these 
trucks  have  not  been  weighed  since  1898,  and 
that  the  last  weighing  of  any  of  these  trucks 
was  in  1896— two  years  ago.  Well,  I  will  ask 
the  honoarable  gentleman  whether  he  thinks 
this  is  doing  justice  to  the  producers  of  New 
Zealand  to  allow  these  trucks  to  ran  from  two 
to  seven  years  without  having  them  tared. 

Mr.  OADMAN.— How  many  altogether  ? 

Mr.  MOOBE.— There  are  here  sixteen,  which 
I  have  had  recently  sent  up  to  me. 

Mr.  GADMAN. — Oat  of  some  nine  thousand 
trooks. 

Mr.  MOORE. — I  do  not  know  how  many 
tracks  the  honourable  gentleman  has  on  the 
lines,  bat  these  trucks  are  continually  running 
over  the  Ganterbnry  lines,  and  the  very  fact  of 
their  not  having  been  retared  shows  that  they 
must  have  been  in  continual  use.  These  trucks 
may  have  been  used  thousands  of  times  since 
they  were  last  tared  ;  and  not  only  that,  but, 
ooming  to  a  smaller  matter,  namely,  the  sheets 
for  these  trucks,  the  Bailway  Department  are 
supposed  to  take  off  the  tare  84  lb.  for  these 
sheets.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  do  not  run 
to  within  20  lb.  of  that.  On  the  18th  July  I 
had  two  weighed,  each  20}  lb.  short,  and 
thirty  others  weighed  ranging  from  54  lb.  to 
741b.  short,  the  average  being  64^1b. ;  and 
four  new  ones  weighed  each  641b.,  621b., 
621b.,  and  661b.— a  loss  of  19}  lb.  per  sheet. 
It  may  not  appear  very  much  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  a  question  of  some  201b. 
shoald  be  lost  to  the  producers  on  each  of 
these  sheets,  but  it  is  a  big  matter  when  wheat 
is  from  48.  to  6s.  per  bushel,  and  potatoes  from 
£7  per  ton.  Now,  Sir,  I  just  wish  to  read  the 
letter  I  wrote  to  the  department,  and  then  the 
House  can  judge  as  to  whether  it  is  unfair,  as 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  is 
aa  follows : — 


*    "  12th  May,  1898. 

'*  Dbab  Sib,— Reverting  to  our  conversation 
yesterday  respecting  the  very  unsatisfactory 
weights  of  empty  railway  -  wagons,  we  would* 
like  your  decision  in  the  matter  reduced  to- 
writing,  and  in  order  that  this  may  be  done  we 
beg  to  inform  you  that  we  shall  be  loading 
several  wagons  with  produce  next  week  at 
Eaiapoi  Station,  and  now  make  application  to 
you  to  allow  the  Stationmaster  at  Kaiapoi  to- 
have  the  empty  tracks  weighed  prior  to  being 
loaded,  or  permission  to  sSlow  us  to  do  the 
work  ourselves,  which  we  undertake  shall  be 
done  without  the  slightest  inconvenience  what- 
ever to  the  department,  and  for  which  we  will 
pay  the  nsual  department  fee  for  weighing.. 
We  may  say  that  if  you  can  see  your  way  to* 
allow  us  to  do  the  wotk  ourselves  we  will  not- 
require  any  oertifioate  of  weights  from  the  de- 
partment, although,  of  course,  we  should  prefer 
the  railway  doing  the  work ;  and  without  any 
desire  to  dictate  to  your  deputment,  we  would 
respectfully  point  out  that  we  think  it  is  only 
reasonable  that  where  there  is  every  facility 
for  weighing,  such  as  there  is  at  Kaiapoi,  the 
trucks  shoald  be  tared,  and  correct  weights- 
given  to  the  public,  as  there  is  no  doubt  the 
producers  of  this  district,  and,  we  presume^ 
those  of  other  districts,  are  suffering  from  in- 
correct weights  being  given  by  the  department. 
Kindly  let  us  have  your  reply  as  promptly  as- 
convenient.  '*R.  MooBX. 

""  The  General  Manager, 

New  Zealand  Railways,  Ohristcharch." 

That  was  written  on  the  12th  May,  and  on* 
the  following  day  I  got  this  reply  :— 

**SiB, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  memorandum  of  date  12th 
May  re  weighing  empty  railway  •  trucks  at 
Kaiapoi,  and  your  application  to  be  allowed  to- 
weigh  several  wagons  next  week,  and  desire  to 
inform  you  that  the  matter  has  been  referred* 
to  the  General  Manager  for  settlement. — I 
have,  <feo., 

••  W.  H.  Gow 

District  Traffic  Manager." 

Well,  Sir,  we  did  not  get  any  further  reply, 
although  we  wrote  on  the  12th,  until  the  28rd. 
Then  we  got  a  reply  from  the  department 
stating  that  a  certain  number  of  the  trucks 
had  been  tared.  These  trucks  were  tared,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  got  a  return 
showing  how  much  the  weights  were  out. 
This  is  a  very  serious  matter  for  the  producers 
in  Ganterbury,  and  no  doubt  for  the  producers 
in  other  parts  of  the  colony;  and  I  hope, 
now  tbe  matter  has  been  ventilated  here—and 
the  honoarable  gentleman  can  get  a  list  of 
the  trucks  I  have  mentioned,  only  used  just 
recently ;  if  I  had  gone  back,  probably  there 
would  have  been  found  a  hundred  in  the  same 
position — I  hope  he  will  see,  so  far  as  that 
particular  matter  is  concerned,  some  more 
attention  will  be  given  to  it.  Very  great  credit 
is  taken  by  the  Government  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways,  and  for  the  profit  they 
have  made,  and  some  comparison  has  been 
made  between  the  working  of  the  Victorian  and 
New  Zealand  railways,  showing,  no  doubt,  t» 
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ihe  satisfaction  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself,  that  they  are  being  worked  here  more 
advantageously  than  in  Viotoria.  But  if  we  turn 
to  New  South  Wales  it  will  be  found  that  by 
comparison  the  railways  here  are  not  worked 
anything  like  so  well  as  in  that  colony.  While 
the  rates  here  are  much  higher  the  profits  are 
less.  I  have  here  a  comparison  of  the  rates 
charged  in  New  South  Wales  as  against  those 
in  New  Zealand ;  and  if  our  railways  are  not 
ibeing  run  purely  for  revenue  purposes,  but,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  says,  in  order  to 
encourage  the  producers  of  the  country,  we 
have  a  right  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  make  a  reduction  in  the  rates  ruling  here  at 
present.  The  comparison  under  Glass  E,  with 
which  class  I  have,  perhaps,  more  acquaint- 
ance than  any  other,  is  as  follows  : — 

Under  Class  E  (Wheat,  Oats,  BarUy, 

Potatoes,  Flour,  dc.). 

Mllea.      New  South  Wales.        New  Zealand. 


B. 

d. 

B.  d. 

10 

1 

3 

3    5 

15 

1 

6 

3  10 

26 

2 

6 

5    4 

40 

3  11 

7  10 

55 

5 

2 

9    1 

60 

5 

7 

9    6 

70 

6 

5 

10    4 

80 

7 

1 

10    9 

90 

7 

8 

11     2 

100 

8 

0 

11     7 

150 

9 

8 

13    8 

200 

.       11 

4 

15    7 

300 

.       12 

4 

19    8 

400 

13 

4 

23  10 

Then,  they  have  a  special  rate  for  wheat  which 
is  consigned  to  country  mills  for  milling  pur- 
poees,  and  the  product  subsequently  forwarded 
towards  the  seaboard.  It  is  a  rebate  allowed 
to  make  the  rate  a  through  one,  in  place  of  the 
terminal  charges  we  have  in  New  Zealand. 
The  honourable  gentleman  knows  that  if  we 
break  a  line  of  goods,  such  as  wheat  going 
through  to  the  ports,  we  have  a  terminid 
rate  to  pay,  and  this  means  increasing  the 
cost  of  the  goods  before  they  can  be  exported. 
But  in  the  other  colonies  provision  is  made 
for  this.  Then,  take  another  rate— the  tariff 
under  Glass  F  (hay,  chaff,  &c.)  per  truck  of  6 
tons : — 


MilOB. 

New  South 

Wales. 

New  Zealand. 

£    s. 

d. 

M    B.     d. 

16 

0  10 

0 

0  11    6 

26 

0  14 

0 

0  16    6 

46 

1     1 

6 

.        12    6 

90 

1    7 

6 

1  13    6 

120 

1  12 

6 

2    1    0 

200 

2    8 

6 

3    10 

300 

3     1 

0 

4    6    0 

400 

3    9 

0 

5  11    0 

There  is  also  a  difference  in  the  rate  on  wool. 
So  that  we  are  paying  fairly  well,  I  think,  for 
the  use  of  our  railways.  But,  notwithstanding 
this,  I  find  New  South  Wales  made  a  profit 
last  year  of  £8  148.  lOd.  per  cent.,  against  £3  4s. 
lOd.  in  New  Zealand.  Then,  an  alteration  has 
been  made  which  I  think  is  somewhat  unde- 
Mr,  Moorg 


sirable,  and  one  that  will  not  assist  ihe  revenue 
of  the  railways,  and  that  is  in  raising  the 
price  of  the  annual  tickets.  The  tickets  avail- 
able for  all  lines  are  charged  £60  as  against 
£50  before  the  honourable  gentleman  had  con- 
trol of  the  railways,  while  for  the  North  Island 
the  charge  is  £35,  and  for  the  South  Island  £50 
— a  difference  of  £15  between  the  two  islands. 
We  are  now  paying  as  much  for  a  yearly  ticket 
for  the  South  Island  as  before  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  control  of  the  railways  we  were 
paying  for  the  whole  of  New  Zealand.  This 
does  not  look  much  like  encouraging  the  people 
to  take  annual  tickets. 

Mr.  OADMAN.— It  is  cheaper  than  in  the 
Australian  Oolonies. 

Mr.  MOORE.— If  it  be  so,  in  all  probability 
there  are  much  longer  lines  in  those  colonies 
than  in  this,  so  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
cannot  make  a  comparison  like  that.  If  he 
takes  the  mileage  in  the  other  oolonies  as  com- 
pared with  that  in  New  Zealand  he  will  find 
that  the  cost  in  place  of  being  cheaper  here  is 
higher. 

Mr.  GAD  MAN. — They  can  only  go  so  far  in 
a  day. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  do  not  know  whether  they 
cannot  go  more  mile»  there.  My  experience  is 
that  you  can  get  over  a  larger  number  of  miles 
in  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  because  you 
run  at  a  faster  rate.  I  am  not  blaming  the 
honourable  gentleman  because  the  trains  are 
faster  there.  They  have  a  broader  gauge,  and 
are  consequently  able  to  run  them  faster ; 
but  he  has  no  right  to  say  that  the  annual 
tickets  are  cheaper  here  than  in  the  other 
colonies  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
length  of  their  lines.  Then,  I  find,  coming 
back  to  the  question  of  produce,  that  New 
South  Wales  only  charges  3d.  for  weighing  as 
against  our  Is.,  so  there  is  a  difference  there, 
and  in  some  instances  they  give  the  weights 
entirely  free  to  the  consignors.  But  I  am  not 
complaining  against  the  high  rate  here — I 
think  the  consignors  are  quite  prepared  to  pay 
Is.,  provided  they  get  something  like  oorrect 
weights  that  may  be  relied  upon.  Then,  again, 
since  the  honourable  gentleman  took  charge 
of  the  railways  we  have  had  a  fruitful  ctop 
of  accidents.  Under  the  Gommissioners  there 
was  nothing  like  the  same  trouble  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  lines  as  there  has  been  since  the 
honourable  member  has  had  charge.  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  must  admit  there 
have  been  more  acoidenis  since  he  had  control 
than  there  were  under  the  Gommissioners.  In 
1893  there  were  only  twelve  killed  and  192  in- 
jured; last  year  there  were  seventeen  killed 
and  800  injured  ;  showing  conclusively,  I  think, 
there  must  be  something  wrong  with  the  keep> 
ing-up  of  the  permanent-way  to  have]  so  many 
accidents  in  so  short  a  time. 

Mr.  GADMAN. — A  very  poor  comparison. 

Mr.  MOORE.- Not  very  poor  for  the  unfor- 
tunate people  who  got  killed,  whatever  the 
honourable  gentleman  may  think.  I  think  I 
have  shown  conclusively  that  we  have  not  very 
much  to  thank  the  honounJ>le  gentleman  for 
as  far  as  railway  management  is  oonoemed,    I 
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cay  again  that  in  Canterbury  we  feel  that  we 
have  been  at  a  great  disadvantage  owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  trucks  have  been  tared, 
«lso  as  regards  the  rates  charged  on  the  con- 
Teyanoe  of  goods  generally,  and  I  trust,  at  any 
rate,  there  will  be  some  alteration  in  this  direc- 
tion. And,  unless  the  honourable  gentleman 
puts  the  construction  of  the  trucks  referred  to 
in  the  Financial  Statement  in  hand  at  once, 
there  will  be  no  possibility  of  having  them  ready 
for  the  next  harvest-time.  We  are  getting  on 
now  towards  the  end  of  August,  and  we  have,  I 
believe,  on  our  lines  no  more  trucks  than 
^are  required  for  ordinary  work,  even  during 
the  winter,  and  when  harvest  comes,  and  there 
is  a  rush  of  grain  to  the  ports,  there  is  cer- 
tain to  be  a  very  big  block  indeed  unless  the 
honourable  gentleman  puts  the  trucks  in 
hand  and  gets  them  ready  for  harvest-time; 
but  I  doubt  very  much  whether  he  will  be 
«ble,  even  at  this  stage,  to  get  them  all  ready. 
.Q  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  say  one  or  two 
words  in  reference  to  the  lands-for- 
eettlement  question  before  I  go  on  to  deal 
with  the  Financial  Statement.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Thames  said  that  no 
member  of  the  Opposition  dared  criticize  the 
administration  of  the  Lands  Department,  and 
«ome  of  his  colleagues  also  spoke  in  that 
strain.  When  the  Premier  addressed  a  meet- 
ing at  Christohurch  just  before  last  session,  in 
-explaining  the  number  of  forfeitures  and  sur- 
renders that  had  taken  place  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  his  colleague,  he  told  his 
audience  that  "A  number  of  settlers  were 
leaving  the  land.  Who  were  these?  They 
were  settlers  placed  on  the  land  when  Mr. 
Richardson  was  Minister  of  Lands  under  terms 
so  drastic  that  when  the  Liberal  party  brought 
in  their  land  policy  they  threw  up  their  sections 
and  came  under  the  McKenzie  clause.'*  The 
honourable  gentleman  got  hearty  applause  for 
his  statement.  Well,  Sir,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
as  I  pointed  out  to  a  meeting  I  addressed  two 
nights  afterwards,  the  settlers  that  took  up 
land  under  the  Hon.  G.  F.  Bichardson^or  at 
least  a  number  of  them  —  had  taken  it  up 
under  the  deferred  -  payment  system,  which 
has  been  repealed  by  the  present  Qovernment, 
and  as  years  went  on  they  were  converting 
their  deferred-payment  properties  into  free- 
hold ;  and  we  have  it  now,  from  the  honourable 
gentleman's  own  return,  which  is  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  clearly  proved  that  was  one 
of  the  resksons — the  main  reason,  in  fact — why 
settlers  were  being  transferred  from  settlements 
that  were  taken  up  under  the  late  Minister  of 
Lands  to  the  freehold,  and  thus  going  ofiE  the 
books  of  the  Lands  Department.  I  am  going 
to  read  an  extract  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's own  statement  to  prove  what  I  have 
seated : — 

<*Thus,  under  deferred  payments,  there 
were  296  selections,  covering  an  area  of 
41,688  acres  1  rood  11  perches,  completed 
and  made  freehold  daring  the  year ;  and 
305  oases  of  perpetual  lease,  of  an  area  of 
71,298  acres  2  nwds  1  perch,  also  made  free- 
hold: the  payments  in  the  latter  case  amount- 


ting  to  £51,871  9s.  9d.  Both  of  these  tenures 
will  probably  run  out  within  a  few  years, 
owing  largely  to  the  facility  of  obtaining  loans 
under  a  freehold  system." 

So  that  you  see  here  we  have  296  selectors 
who  have  taken  up  their  properties  under  the 
deferred-payment  system  converting  their  seo- 
tions  into  freehold;  and  yet  the  head  of  the 
Qovernment  told  his  Christohurch  audience 
that  these  men  were  leaving  their  sections 
owing  to  the  drastic  regulations  under  which 
they  were  occupied,  showing  at  once  the  set- 
tlers, at  any  rate,  who  had  taken  up  properties 
under  this  deferred-payment  system  had  done 
fairly  well,  otherwise  they  would  not  have  con- 
verted them  into  freehold.  Then,  Sir,  we  have 
been  accused  of  stating  that  we  prefer  the 
freehold  tenure  to  the  leasehold  tenure.  What 
we  do  say  is  that  selectois  should,  at  any  rate, 
have  the  option  of  taking  up  any  lands  they 
may  wish  to  take  up  under  either  of  the  ten- 
ures which  they  may  express  preference  for. 
As  a  proof  that  selectors  prefer  the  freehold  to 
the  leasehold  tenures,  we  have  a  table  here  in 
the  Lands  Report  giving  the  number  of  cash 
purchasers,  occupation  with  the  right  of  pur- 
chase, and  lease  in  perpetuity,  for  the  whole 
colony.  The  numbers  are :  cash,  65  ;  occupa- 
tion with  the  right  of  purchase,  880:  total, 
445,  as  against  lease  in  perpetuity,  299.  The 
report  goes  on  to  say : — 

"This  shows  a  preference  for  that  system 
which  allows  of  the  acquisition  of  the  freehold, 
notwithstanding  that  the  rent  in  such  cases 
(until  the  tenth  year,  after  which  the  freehold 
may  be  acquired)  is  5  per  cent.,  as  against  4 
per  cent,  under  the  lease-in-perpetuity  sys- 
tem." 

Here  we  have  practical  proof  that  the  people 
of  the  colony  would  rather  pay  1  per  cent, 
more,  with  the  privilege  of  converting  their 
leasehold  into  freehold,  than  remain  tenants 
of  the  Crown,  as  they  would  under  the  lease 
in  perpetuity  for  all  time.  Well,  Sir,  for  my 
part,  I  have  never  been  afraid  to  say  that  I  be- 
lieve we  should  give  the  people  of  this  colony 
the  opportunity,  if  they  so  desire,  of  making 
their  properties  freehold.  Then,  Sir,  referring 
again  to  this  statement,  to  show  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Lands  Department  has  not 
been  all  that  is  represented,  either  by  the  Pre- 
mier or  his  colleagues,  I  wish  to  give  the  num- 
bers of  forfeitures  and  surrenders  that  have 
taken  place  during  the  past  year,  ^he  fact  of 
the  matter  is,  although  in  previous  years  we 
have  had  a  veir  fruitful  crop  of  surrenders  and 
forfeitures,  we  have  never  had  such  a  damaging 
report  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  from  the 
Lands  Department  as  the  one  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand.    The  report  says :— 

"  The  forfeitures  during  the  past  season  are 
somewhat  greater  than  for  the  preceding  one, 
the  figures  for  1897  being  493,  and  those  for 
1898,  533.  The  total  area  forfeited  was  234,986 
aores,  of  which  146,606  acres  were  comprised  in 
thirteen  pastoral  runs." 

So  that  you  see  the  forfeitures  and  surrenders 
have  been  heavier  than  usual  for  the  past  year. 
Special  reference  was  made  by  the  honourable 
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member  who  last  addressed  the  House  to  the 
special  settlements.  Well,  Sir,  it  appears 
that  the  new  selections  under  this  heading 
amounted  only  to  five;  while  the  forfeitures 
were  140,  and  surrenders  82,  making  a  total  of 
172.  We  have,  therefore,  under  this  partioular 
heading  alone,  a  loss  to  the  colony  of  settlers 
to  the  number  of  no  less  than  167.  The  report 
goes  on  to  say : — 

"  There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  holders  of 
land  under  this  system  since  last  year — namely, 
from  1,204  to  978<-which  is  due  to  forfeitures, 
surrenders,  and  purchases,  &c." 

So  you  see  that  under  this  partioular  system, 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  said 
was  giving  so  much  satisfaction,  there  has 
been  a  very  great  falling-ofi  indeed.  As  I  have 
stated,  there  were  only  five  who  took  up 
sections,  while  there  were  172  who  forfeited  or 
surrendered  their  holdings.  Then,  Sir,  we  come 
to  the  special  settlements:  for  instance,  the 
Taranaki  District,  where  a  great  deal  of  settle- 
ment is  supposed  to  be  carried  out.  We  find 
that  under  the  special- settlement  system  there 
were  on  the  81st  March,  1897,  252  selectors, 
the  loss  during  the  vear  being  ninety- eight,  so 
that  there  were  only  154  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  as  against  252  at  the  commencement. 
Therefore,  wherever  you  look  through  this  re- 
port, you  find  settlement  has  not  been  pro- 
gressing as  has  been  represented  by  the 
Government  and  those  who  have  been  address- 
ing the  House  during  this  debate.  Then,  I 
find  that  the  tables  are  not  set  out  in  suoh 
a  clear  way  that  one  can  grasp  exactly  the 

?osition,  so  far  as  arrears  are  concerned, 
t  is  true  that  by  looking  over  several  tables 
you  may  be  able  to  arrive  at  the  exact 
position ;  but  under  the  Land  for  Settlements 
Act  table  they  seem  to  have  been  careful  to 
mix  up  the  rents  paid  and  accrued  in  such  a 
way  that  it  is  almost  impossible,  without  going 
through  the  whole  of  the  tables,  to  tell  exactly 
what  the  position  is.  One  cannot  tell  from 
some  of  these  tables  as  to  whether  the  rents 
that  have  accrued  come  to  a  large  amount,  or 
whether  it  is  simply  a  case  of  rents  that  are 
partly  due  from  one  term  to  the  other.  I 
think,  in  statements  of  this  sort,  we  ought  to 
have  things  placed  before  us  in  a  clear  manner, 
so  that  we  may  have  no  difficulty  in  arriving 
at  the  position.  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any 
reason  why  this  should  not  be  done,  and  the 
position  at  the  present  time  is  certainly  con- 
fusing. Then,  coming  to  the  total  number  of 
applications  for  land  received  in  the  Wellington 
District  and  dealt  with  during  the  year,  we  find 
that  under  the  system  of  occupation  with  right 
of  purchase  there  were  315 ;  lease  in  perpetuity, 
154 ;  cash,  7 ;  so  that  in  every  direction  we 
find  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people 
to  acquire  the  freehold  as  against  leasehold. 
And  I  hope.  Sir,  that  the  Minister  of  Lands,  in 
carrying  out  these  regulations  will  not  be  too 
stringent,  and  compel  the  people  to  take  up  land 
under  one  particular  system,  when  they  may 
have  a  desire  to  take  it  up  under  another.  Now, 
Sir,  I  would  like  to  be  able  to  congratulate  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  at  any  rate  on  one  point  in 
Mr.  Moor$ 


reference  to  this  Budget— that  is,  as  far  as  its. 
briefness  is  concerned ;  but,  although  some  or 
the  padding  we  have  had  in  previous  Budgets 
has  been  left  out  of  this  one,  still  the 
honourable  gentleman,  after  reading  the  Bud- 
get, took  up  an  hour  in  attempting,  I  sup- 
pose, to  elucidate  the  figures  of  the  Budget^ 
but,  to  my  mind,  he  plaioed  them  in  such  a 
way  that  we  could  not  possibly  under- 
stand them.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in 
referring  to  the  tables  showing  the  revenue 
from  sinking  fund,  and  deficits  and  surpluses, 
quoted  a  number  of  figures  in  order  to  prove 
that  the  table  was  a  correct  one;  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  in  speaking  of  this  particu- 
lar matter,  said  that  we  should  always  rely 
on  the  expert  officers  in  connection  with  the 
departments,  and  that  we  should  not  rely 
on  our  own  making-up  of  the  figures.  Well,  I 
can  quite  understand  that,  if  the  Government 
have  not  always  done  so,  they  prefer  to 
shield  themselves  occasionally  behind  the 
experts  when  they  find  they  have  been  making, 
representations  that  are  not  altogether  correct. 
But  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  in  oriticiziDg 
the  Statement,  got  his  figures  from  the  blue- 
books  of  the  colony,  and,  therefore,  I  presunie 
those  figures  may  be  considered  as  reliable  as 
the  figures  we  have  in  the  Statement.  If  we 
are  to  take  as  proof  the  ground  the  honourable 
gentleman  laid  down,  then,  at  any  rate,  he 
ought  to  be  satisfied  to  accept  the  figures 
taken  from  the  blue-books  of  the  colony.  I 
am  not  going  to  enter  into  the  Statement- 
generally,  but  I  notice  that  for  1889-90-91,  the 
revenue  from  the  accrued  sinking  funds  is  put 
at  a  very  large  amount.  1  do  not  mean  to-' 
read  the  figures,  for  1  have  not  the  time,  but  I 
had  the  curiosity  to  look  up  a  return  referring 
to  the  acctued  sinking  funds  for  these  parti- 
cular years,  a  return  that  was  called  for  hy 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Mitohelson,  which  showed  con- 
clusively that  the  amount  for  1889  was  only 
£181,600;  that  for  1890,  £138,400;  and  for 
1890-91,  £144,000 :  making  a  total  of  £409,000. 

An  Hon.  Meubbb.— The  same  return  as  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  gave  yesterday. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  do  not  know  about  that,, 
but  I  took  these  out  for  myself.  Well,  the 
money  was  applied  in  the  redemption  of  a  like 
amount  of  consolidated  stock  of  1884 ;  so  that 
if  this  money  was  applied  in  the  direction  the 
return  states  it  has  been  the  amount  is  only 
£409,000.  I  do  not  know  how  we  oan  accept 
the  figures  in  the  Financial  Statement.  Either 
the  one  or  the  other  must  be  wrong;  and,  as 
this  is  a  departmental  document,  I  suppose 
we  may  place  the  same  reliance  upon  it  as  we 
may  upon  the  schedule  which  has  been  placed 
in  the  Statement  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
Then,  in  bringing  forward  the  balance  we- 
have  to  take  this  into  consideration:  that 
previous  Governments  did  not  have,  as  the 
present  Government  has  had  during  the  last 
three  years,  £120,816  of  the  money  set  aside- 
in  order  to  pay  off  the  debts  of  local  bodies. 
However,  I  presume  we  shall  hear  very  little 
more  about  that  in  the  future,  because  ap- 
parently the  whole  of   the   money  has  beob 
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taken ;  and  now  we  nndentand,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Goyemment  have  aet  their  face 
against  taking  it  in  the  future ;  bat  there  is 
no  getting  away  from  the  faot  that,  notwith* 
standing  the  aoomed  sinking  fond,  they  have 
taken  this  £120,316  daring  the  last  three  years 
whioh  belonged  to  the  looal  bodies  of  the 
oolony. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Would  you  have  done  that? 

Mr.  MOORE.— Would  I  have  done  it  ?  It 
IB  not  a  question  of  what  I  would  have  done, 
but  what  the  Qovernment  have  done.  Now  I 
am  coming  to  the  question  of  the  Publio 
Works  Fund.  I  find  on  page  Iz.  of  the  State- 
ment the  following: — 

'*  The  total  ways  and  means  of  the  Publio 
Works  Fund  unexpended  on  the  31st  Maroh 
last  amounted  to  £326,492.  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  transfer  from  revenue  this  year,  in  aid  of  the 
Publio  Works  Fund,  an  amount  of  £350,000, 
thus  bringing  the  total  ways  and  means  under 
this  fund  up  to  £676,492,  against  whioh  there 
were  liabilities  amounting  to  £394,427.'* 

Well,  Sir,  it  appears  there  was  at  the  oredit 
of  this  aooount  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year 
only  £326,492,  and  yet  tbe  honourable  gentle- 
man has  against  that  liabilities  amounting  to 
£394,427.  One  would  think  from  reading  this 
that  there  was  an  amount  to  the  oredit  of  this 
aooount  in  oash  for  the  Treasurer  to  work  upon 
almost  equal  to  the  liabilities  incurred,  as  far 
as  the  Publio  Works  Statement  is  concerned ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  includes  an 
amount  he  had  to  borrow  on  the  Slst  March. 
If  honourable  members  will  look  to  the  State- 
ment, on  page  iv.  they  will  find  that  to  bring  up 
that  amount  tbe  Oolonial  Treasurer  was  an- 
tioipating  an  amount  of  £275,000  which  he  has 
to  borrow,  being  the  unissued  amount  of  the 
authorised  half-million  loan.  The  Statement 
here  is  altogether  misleading,  and  if  it  were 
not  for  the  fact  that  he  hsid  this  money  in 
anticipation  to  borrow,  in  place  of  having  a 
credit  for  the  year,  as  given  in  the  table, 
he  would  have  had  a  large  deficit  in  that 
aooount.  Of  course,  when  the  money  is 
borrowed  he  will  bring  it  forward  to  the 
acooiint,  and  then  I  suppose  it  will  balance. 
I  notice  all  through  the  Statement  the  lia- 
bilities at  the  end  of  the  year  are  much 
larger  than  they  have  ever  been  during  pre- 
vious years.  The  liabilities  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund  are  this  year  much  larger  than  they 
have  been  since  1889.  The  same  applies  to 
the  Publio  Works  Fund;  the  liabilities  there 
are  now,  or  were  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
£894,427  5s.  2d.  We  have  never  had  such 
large  liabilities  at  the  end  of  a  financial  vear 
flinoe  1889.  So  that  in  every  direction  we  look 
over  the  accounts  we  find  our  liabilities  are 
increasing,  and  the  balances  are  very  much 
less  that  we  have  to  set  against  these  liabili- 
ties. The  honourable  gentleman  is  continually 
telling  us  that  he  believes  in  having  a  strong 
finance ;  but  it  appears,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge  by  reading  the  Statement  and  looking 
up  these  tables,  the  honourable  gentleman's 
finance  is  getting  remarkably  weak,  and  if  It 
were  not  for  the  faot  that  in  all  probability  this 
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House  wUl  give  power  to  borrow  half  a  million 
of  money  to  carry  on,  the  financial  position  of 
the  oolony  would  be  a  serious  one— at  any 
rata,  so  far  as  publio  works  are  conoemed« 

An  Hon.  Mjbmbbb.— Look  at  pag^ii. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  haVe  looked  at  it,  and  at 
all  the  tables,  and  I  think  I  understand  what 
the  position  is  as  well  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. It  appears  to  me  that,  in  addition  to 
this  £500,000,  we  are  to  be  asked  to  agree  to 
borrow  another  £200,000  in  order  to  keep  our 
railways  in  working  order;  for,  although  it 
does  not  say  so  in  so  many  words  in  the 
Financial  Statement,  the  intention  of  the 
Government  is  not  only  to  ask  the  House  for 
permission  to  borrow  £500,000  in  order  to 
carry  on  publio  works,  but  also  to  grant  them 
permission  to  borrow  another  £200,000  in  order 
to  keep  up  the  efficiency  of  the  railways. 
I  consider.  Sir,  that  is  undoubtedly  the  oase, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  have 
had  it  cleuly  set  out  in  his  Statement. 
Any  outsider  reading  the  Statement  would 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Government 
only  intanded  to  ask  Parliament  to  grant  them 
power  to  increase  our  debt  by  £500,000 ;  but  as 
a  matter  of  faot  it  is  £200,000  more  than  that 
amount.  A  good  deal  has  been  said.  Sir,  as  to 
encouraging  the  trade  with  the  Mother-countiT, 
and  for  my  own  part,  although  I  do  not  usually 
approve  of  the  action  of  the  Government,  i 
think  this  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and 
one  that  we  should  encourage  by  all  means  in 
our  power.  I  have  always  held  that  opinion, 
and  I  sincerely  trust  that  some  steps  will  be 
taken  in  that  direction.  I  am  not  clear,  how- 
ever, as  to  whether  the  Government  intend  to 
reduce  the  duties  to  the  extent  of  5  per  cent, 
between  the  Mother- country  and  this  colony, 
or  whether  they  intend  to  incre€bse  the  duties 
on  foreign  goods.  From  the  way  in  which  that 
matter  was  put  before  the  House  I  am  not  satis- 
fied €bs  to  what  is  meant,  although  I  presume 
the  majority  of  honourable  members  are  under 
the  impression  that  the  duties  are  to  be 
reduced.  Now,  I  want  to  point  out,  so  fiat 
as  the  exports  of  the  colony  are  eoncemed» 
that  we  are  in  a  worse  position  to- day  than 
when  the  presdAt  Government  took  office.  The 
Oolonial  Treasurer  has  told  us  that  we 
should  look  to  our  exports  for  evidence  of 
our  progress ;  but  if  we  look  at  the  value  of 
our  exporte  during  the  last  two  years  we 
will  find  that  they  have  been  getting  smaller 
and  beautifully  less  from  tbe  year  1889^that 
is,  so  far  as  excess  of  exports  over  imports  is 
concerned.  In  1898  we  exported  sufficient, 
over  and  above  our  importo,  to  nay  the  interest 
on  our  public  and  our  private  debts.  In  1889 
we  exported  goods  to  tbe  value  of  £3,208,371 
over  and  above  the  value  of  those  imported, 
and  during  tbe  three  years  before  the  present 
Government  oame  into  office  we  had  a  sufficient 
balance  in  our  trade  with  other  countries  to  pay 
all  the  interest  on  our  public  and  our  private 
debts.  But  immediately  the  present  Govern- 
ment oame  into  office  the  balance  dropped  down 
between  £600,000  and  £600,000,  until  last  year 
it  was  only  £1,747,021.    We  have  it  in  the 
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Statement  that  our  liabilitiee  for  interest  have 
inoreased  during  the  year  by  £63,699,  and 
departmental  expenditure  by  £88,983 ;  bo  that 
while  we  haye  been  inoreasing  oar  liabilities 
we  have  been  reducing  onr  power  to  pay  those 
liabilities,  because  oar  exports  have  been  fall- 
ing off  year  by  year.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
balance  last  year  was  just  about  half  of  what 
was  required  to  pay  toe  interest.    This  must 


oonvinoe  honourable  members  that  we  do  not 
possess  that  buovant  finance  that  we  ought  to 
possess.  The  following  table  shows  the  valne 
of  exports  from  New  Zealand  to  different 
Australian  colonies  for  the  nine  years  ending 
1897 ;  also  the  average  exports  per  year  during 
the  last  six  years  to  the  same  colonies  under  the 
present  Administration,  as  compared  with  the 
average  exports  for  the  previous  three  years : — 


1889 
1890 
1891 

£ 
..       136,603 
89,094 
61,816 

New  South 

Wales. 

£ 

1,069,196 
886,737 
817,886 

Victoria. 

£ 
826,828 
667,727 
704,166 

South 
Australia. 
£ 
49,114 
40,627 
40,911 

Western 

AoBtxalia. 

£ 

4,476 

2,889 

86,554 

Tssmanla. 

£ 
69,654 
48.174 
46,228 

287,413 
95,804} 

2,772,819 
924,273 

2,098,721 
699,6731 

130,662 
43,360§ 

42,919 

162,956 

Average  . 

14,306J 

60,965} 

Total  average  per  year,  £1,828,293  6s.  8d. 

1892 
1893 
1894 
1896 
1896 
1897 

62,944 
28,316 
11,366 
20,384 
30,828 
28,868 

172,696 

699,933 
678,904 
600,755 
626,691 
641,176 
736,860 

8,882,308 

520,646 
627,600 
319,637 
350,931 
486,871 
387,782 

2,693,367 

31,696 
19,439 
15,029 
12,689 
23,472 
33,120 

32,949 
6,626 
14,164 
19,049 
84,867 
72,819 

230,353 

29,U7 
14,106 
9,470 
7,009 
19,798 
66,345 

136,444 

144,876 

Average    ..        28,782}  647,061}  432,277}  22,574  88,392}         24,146} 

Total  average  per  year,  £1,193,228  13b.  4d. 


Western  Australia  was  the  only  colony  with 
which  we  increased  our  exports  during  the 
past  six  years.  This  shows  that  our  Austral- 
asian export  trade  has  been  less  by  £636,069 
per  year  during  the  last  six  years  than  during 
the  previous  three  years;  so  that  we  have 
actually  been  doing  a  third  less  business  with 
the  Australasian  Oolonies  every  year  under  the 
present  Administration  than  we  did  under  the 
previous  Administration.  This  certainly  shows 
that  some  effort  should  be  made  to  encourage 
the  trade  with  the  Australian  Oolonies,  and  I 
hope  tha  Government,  when  tiding  into  con- 
sideration the  extension  of  the  trade  with  the 
Mother-country,  by  making  a  reduction  of  6  per 
cent.,  or  by  increasing  the  duties  on  goods 
from  foreign  countries,  will  also  consider  the 
Australian  trade.  The  question  of  Federation 
is  now  being  considered  oy  the  other  colonies, 
and  it  will  be  a  serious  matter  for  us  if  they 
should  federate,  and  prevent  us  getting  our 
produce  taken  in.  It  is  possible  they  will  do 
80,  and  I  really  do  not  think  this  matter  has 
had  the  attention  that  it  deserves.  I  think  the 
time  of  the  House  might  be  better  taken  up 
by  considering  a  large  question  like  this  than 
by  dealing  with  many  of  the  small  tinkering 
Bills  that  are  now  brought  before  the  House, 
many  of  which  go  in  the  direction  of  the  re- 
striction of  trade  rather  than  in  the  direction 
of  increasing  it.  These  are  matters  that 
should  receive  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  Government ;  and,  when  they  are  con- 
sidering the  question  of  foreign  relations,  I 
hope  they  will  also  take  into  consideration  the 
Mr.  Moore 


trade  of  the  Australasian  Colonies.  My  time 
is  now  up.  Sir,  and  although  I  have  another 
matter  to  speak  on  I  will  not  go  into  it,  as  I 
could  not  deal  with  it  at  any  length.  The 
question  of  the  amendment  has,  of  course,  been 
dealt  with,  and  the  Government  has  decided  that 
we  are  not  to  go  into  Gonunittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  supply  the  necessary  money  to  oaixy 
out  the  works  required ;  but  before  sitting  down 
I  wish  to  press  on  the  Minister  for  Railways  the 
advisabilitv  of  getting  that  work  put  in  hand 
at  once,  otherwise  I  am  satisfied  that,  so  far  as 
the  South  Island  is  concerned,  we  shaJl  have  a 
very  big  block  when  the  grain  season  comes  on. 
If  that  should  be  so,  seeing  the  very  few  sheds 
there  cure  throughout  the  country,  we  may  see 
a  considerable  amount  of  the  products  of  the 
country  damaged  to  the  detriment  of  the  pro- 
ducers of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki).— Sir,  in  addresaing 
you  in  this  debate  I  wish  first  to  review  briefly 
some  statements  that  have  fallen  from  previous 
speakers.  The  honourable  member  for  Bgmont, 
in  his  eloquent  speech  this  afternoon,  mads 
allusion  to  the  reason  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition had  for  moving  the  amendment  which 
was  moved  last  night.  He  stated  that  it  was 
moved  with  the  desire  to  catch  the  railway 
vote ;  but  it  is  my  opinion.  Sir,  that  in  the  oase 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  the  wish'  was 
father  to  the  thought.  I  take  it  that  the  reft- 
son  why  the  amendment  was  moved  was  not 
only  that  the  workers,  whom  the  Premier  has 
informed  us  he  had  to  discharge,  might  be 
taken  on  again  as  soon  as  posdTble,  hai  also 
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•that  there  should  be  no  delay  in  providing  the 
necessary  railway-wagons  and  traoks  to  oope 
with  the  extensive  tri&o  we  shall  have  in  the 
'ooming  summer,  especially  during  the  wool  sea" 
son,  and  during  the  harvest  in  the  South  Island. 
MQQ  I  think  we,  as  a  party,  wish  to  faoili- 
tate  the  operations  of  the  Railways 
l>epartment  in  oonBtruoting  these  wagons  as 
much  as  possible ;  at  the  same  time  we  are 
determined  to  take  advantage  of  this  debate  to 
ventilate  grievances,  to  criticize  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Government,  and  also  to  look 
as  much  as  possible  into  the  tables  and  state- 
ments which  have  been  laid  before  us  in  con- 
nection with  the  finances  of  the  colonv.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  proceeded  to  state 
that  the  administration  of  the  railways  by  the 
Commissioners  had  been  a  great  failure,  and 
that  since  the  Government  had  taken  over  the 
management  of  the  railways  of  the  colony  they 
had  been  carried  on  much  better,  and  that 
greater  facilities  were  being  offered  to  the  public. 
He  went  further,  and  stated  that  during  the 
time  the  Commissioners  were  administering 
the  railways  there  were  continual  complaints 
of  the  want  of  rolling-stock — and  I  think  he 
mentioned  tarpaulins  as  well^but  that  during 
the  present  season  and  under  the  present  Ad- 
ministration scarcity  of  trucks  or  tarpaulins 
was  a  thing  unheard  of.  The  honourable 
gentleman  iJso  said  he  was  in  a  position  to 
specJc  on  the  matter,  because  he  was  con- 
tmually  travelling  about  on  the  railways. 
Well,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  may  have 
travelled  a  good  deal  on  the  railways,  but  I 
think  his  experience  on  the  railway  has  been 
confined  to  sitting  in  a  first-class  railway  car- 
riage. I  do  not  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  had  much  to  do  with  the  traffic 
department  of  the  railways  as  far  as  the  con- 
veyance of  merchandise  is  concerned.  At  any 
rate,  I  venture  to  state  that  for  every  truck  he 
has  had  to  order  from  the  Traffic  Manager,  the 
firm  with  which  I  anx  connected  have  had  to 
send  in  a  hundred  applications  for  trucks ; 
and  I  am  quite  safe  in  saying  that  during  the 
last  year  we  were  frequently  kept  waiting,  not 
for  two  or  three  days  for  a  truck,  but  for  a 
week,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  material  to 
the  market.  I  do  not  blame  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Railways 
department  so  much,  because  I  admit  that 
during  last  year  there  was  a.  very  great  in- 
oiease  indeed  in  the  traffic  on  the  railway- 
lines,  and,  having  only  a  limited  number  of 
trucks  at  his  disposal,  he  could  not  meet  all  the 
demands  which  were  made  upon  him  during 
the  exceedingly  busy  season.  I  merely  mention 
this  to  show  tnat  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  has  made  a  very  one-sided  statement  in 
connection  with  the  scarcity  of  railway-trucks 
on  our  railways.  Then  he  went  on  to  say  that 
the  balance-sheet  published— by  which,  I  sup- 
pose, he  means  the  Financial  Statement — ^was 
aoonrate  and  correct,  and  that  the  tables  had 
been  submitted  to  and  passed  by  the  Auditor. 
I  presume  that  before  this  Financial  Statement 
was  laid  before  the  House  the  Auditor  had  been 
ihxoQi^  all  the  aooonnts  of  the  colony,  and  had 


certified  to  their  correctness;  but  honoorabie 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  do  not  wish 
to  raise  the  question  of  the  correctness  or  other- 
wise of  the  figures  in  those  statements;  but 
what  they  intend  to  question  is  the  fact  that 
great  credit  h€bs  been  taken  by  the  present 
Administration  for  what  they  call  their  sur- 
pluses. Upon  this  question  I  shall  have  some- 
thing more  to  say  later  on,  when  I  come  to 
speak  of  the  Financial  Statement.  He  further 
stated  that  to  find  fault  with  the  surplus  was 
unconstitutional.    Now,  Sir,  I  contend  that  it  is 

2uite  constitutional  and,  in  fact,  the  dufy  of  the 
Opposition  to  thoroughly  criticize  the  Finan* 
oial  Statement,  and  if  they  see  anything  in  it 
to  which  exception  can  be  taken— or  to  which 
they  think  exception  can  be  taken — it  is  their 
duty  to  point  it  out  to  the  Government.  Then 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  went  on 
to  state  that  the  Ministry  were  doing  a  great 
deal,  or,  rather,  he  urged  on  the  Ministry  the 
desirabUity  of  doing  a  great  deal,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  connecting  the  Taranaki  District  with 
Auckland  by  road.  He  said  that  they  had  not 
done  a  great  deal,  in  this  direction,  and  that 
instead  of  an  alteration  being  made  in  the 
tariff  and  £50,000  remitted  on  goods  manu- 
factured in  Great  Britain,  the  money  could  he 
spent  to  greater  advantshge  on  roads  to  connect 
the  Taranaki  District  with  Auckland ;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  took  especial  cue  not  to 
state  which  road  this  money  should  be  spent 
on.  I  think  some  of  his  constituents— in  fact, 
I  might  say  all  his  constituents— at  both  ends 
of  his  electorate  would  be  very  pleased  to  hear 
that  the  amount  was  to  be  expended  on  that 
road  in  which  they  are  specially  interested, 
for  honourable  members  must  know  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  placed  in  rather  an 
awkward  position,  as  the  electors  at  one  end  of 
the  district  are  very  anxious  that  the  East 
Road— or  what  is  known  as  the  Ohura  Road — 
should  be  pushed  on,  while  those  at  the 
northern  end  of  his  electorate  wish  the  ex- 
penditure to  take  place  on  what  is  known  as 
the  North  or  Awakino  Road.  There  are  two 
parties  in  the  electorate,  and  each  wants  the 
whole  of  the  expenditure  on  its  own  road. 
He  further  stated  that  the  public  works  of  the 
colony  had  never  been  carried  on  as  econo- 
mically €bs  they  have  been  by  the  present  Go- 
vernment under  the  co-operative  system  of 
doing  the  work.  That  statement  I  taike  excep- 
tion to  altogether,  because,  as  far  as  I  have 
seen,  the  work  done  by  co-operative  labour  is 
costing  the  country  considerably  more  than 
what  it  would  cost  the  colony  if  it  were  done 
by  contract.  Then  the  honourable  gentleman 
proceeded  to  take  great  credit  for  the  present 
Administration  for  developing  the  dairy  in- 
dustry in  the  colony.  Well,  Sir,  I  disagree 
altogether  with  that  statement.  I  contend 
that  the  Government  has  had  little  or  nothing 
— in  fact,  I  might  say  nothing— to  do  with  the 
development  of  the  dairy  industry.  That  in- 
dustry has  grown  up  through  the  enterprise  of 
the  settlers,  and  also  for  this  reason:  that 
since  the  present  Government  came  into  office 
the  improvements  in  refrigerating  machinery 
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have  been  saoh  thai  it  is  posBible  to  convey 
dmiTj  prodnee  at  moderate  rates  to  the  London 
market  m  oool-ohambers ;  and  I  do  not  think 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  can 
claim  that  the  present  Administration  are  en- 
titled to  any  credit  for  the  improvement  in  the 
freezing  machinery  and  the  improvements  in 
the  ships.  The  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
compared  the  incidence  of  taxation  as  between 
the  property-tax  and  the  land-  and  income-tax ; 
bat,  Sir,  I  think  he  made  a  very  great  mistake 
in  regard  to  his  assertions  about  the  property- 
tax.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  he  did  it  in- 
tentionally, but  he  told  us  that  under  the 
property- tax  there  were  no  exemptions.  Well, 
Sir,  perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman  never 
paid  taxation  under  the  property  -  tax ;  but 
those  who  have  done  so  must  know  that  there 
was  an  exemption  of  £500  under  the  property- 
tax,  and  that  all  the  small  farmers,  labouring- 
classes,  and  small  shopkeepers,  and  all  who 
had  less  than  five  hundred  pounds*  worth  of 
property,  were  exempt  from  taxation  ;  therefore 
it  is  quite  a  mistake  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  say  that  the  property-tax  was  grinding 
the  life  out  of  the  small  farmers  and  working- 
classes.  He  further  stated  that  the  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Act  had  been  introduced  by  the 
Liberal  Government.  Well,  Sir,  if  my  memory 
does  not  fail  me,  this  Act  was  passed  during 
the  time  that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  Premier 
— at  all  events,  it  was  passed  during  the  time 
the  so-called  Tory  Government  was  fii  power. 

An  Hon.  Mexbeb.— 1886. 

Mr.  BROWN.— "1886."  With  these  remarks 
regarding  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont, 
I  shall  pass  on  to  refer  to  other  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken.  Now,  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Thames  wants  the  Govern- 
ment to  construct  a  railway  in  that  district, 
and  he  wants  five  hundred  miles  of  railway 
constructed  in  the  North  Island ;  but  he  does 
not  go  so  far  as  to  point  out  where  the  money 
-  is  to  come  from,  or  whether  he  would  advocate 
the  raising  of  a  loan  in  order  to  give  effect  to 
that  policy.  Well,  the  honourable  member  for 
Oaversham  spoke  for  a  long  time  last  night,  and 
he  gave  us  a  great  many  figures,  but  he  spoke 
so  rapidly — in  fact,  the  figures  seemed  to  come 
out  of  his  mouth  as  shots  come  out  of  a  Gatling 
gun— however,  they  had  very  little  effect,  and 
they  all  went  wide  of  the  mark.  I  could  not 
follow  him,  and  I  could  not  for  the  life  of  me 
make  out  what  he  was  driving  at.  Then  I 
come  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  Hon.  the 
Oolonial  Secretary.  He  informed  us  that  the  dif- 
ference between  the  actual  revenue  and  the 
actual  expenditure  was  the  real  surplus.  Well, 
I  am  quite  in  accord  with  him  on  that  point ; 
but  I  think  the  Treasurer  has  been  wrong  in 
stating  that  he  had  a  surplus  of  £521,000,  be- 
cause  that  is  not  the  difference  between  the 
actual  revenue  and  the  actual  expenditure, 
but  it  is  the  balance  including  the  surplus  or 
balance  carried  forward  from  last  year. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.- All  of  it? 

Mr;  BROWN.— I  say  it  included  the  surplus 
carried  forward  from  last  year.  I  am  quite 
aware  there  was  £800,000  transferred  to  Public 

MT»  DTOWfl 


Works  Account ;  but  that  is  expenditore.  Then 
he  went  on  to  tell  na  that  the  increase  in  tiie 
Customs  revenue  was  on  articles  oluefiy  oon- 
sumed  by  the  wealthy.  Well,  if  that  is  so,  I 
wish  the  Government  would  lay  on  the  table  of 
this  House  the  returns  repeatedly  asked  for 
showing  the  increase  of  revenue  derived  from 
different  articles  since  the  tariff  of  1895  came 
into  force.  Then  we  should  know  in  what 
lines  there  had  been  an  increase.  He  went  on 
to  say  that  the  workers  had  been  relieved  by 
the  reduction  of  the  duty  upon  tea;  but,  on ^ 
looking  at  the  Financial  Statement  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  Oolonial  Treasurer,  we  find  that  he 
says  the  working-classes  were  not  in  any  way 
affected  by  the  reduction  in  the  Customs  duty 
on  tea,  but  it  went  into  the  pockets  of  the 
middlemen.  Now,  which  is  correct,  the  Premier 
or  the  Colonial  Secretary  ?  Their  statements 
contradict  each  other,  and  I  should  like  to 
have  a  distinct  statement  from  the  Ministerial 
benches  as  to  which  is  correct.  Now  I  have  a 
few  words  to  say  on  the  Financial  Statement 
proper.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  says 
he  has  been  extremely  abused  in  connection 
with  this  surplus.  I  think,  if  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  used  the  word  "  baJanoe  " 
in  the  proper  sense,  and  the  word  "  snrplns " 
with  its  proper  meaning,  there  would  have 
been  nothing  said  in  the  newspapers  or  on  the 
public  platform  as  to  this  so-called  smrplus* 
He  goes  on  to  teU  us  that  there  was  a  reel 
substantial  sum  of  £521,000  with  which 
the  year  dosed,  **  whether  it  is  called  a 
surplus  or  a  balance  matters  very  little.*' 
Well,  I  contend  there  is  a  considerable  dif- 
ference between  the  accepted  meaning  of  the 
words  "  surplus  **  and  "  balance."  **  Balance  ^ 
means  the  difference  between  the  debtor  and 
creditor  side  of  the  ledger,  and  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  is  quite  right  in  stating 
that  there  was  £521,000  of  a  credit  balance, 
but  1  do  not  admit  he  is  right  when  he  says 
there  is  a  surplus  of  actual  revenue  over  ex- 
penditure of  £521,000.  In  fact,  I  think  th» 
right  honourable  gentleman  knows  there  is  a 
difference  himself,  although  he  pretends  to  look 
upon  the  words  as  having  the  same  meanings 
and  is  indifferent  whether  it  is  called  a 
balance  or  a  surplus.  If  honourable  membess 
will  look  at  the  table  on  page  iii.  of  the  State- 
ment they  will  see  that  the  Premier  gives  as 
the  result  of  the  working-year  1897-98 — Ac- 
tual receipts,  £5,079,230 ;  actual  expenditnie,. 
£4,912,872,  leaving  £166,858.  He  does  not  say 
whether  this  is  a  balance  or  surplus.  Now,  I 
contend  that  is  the  surplus,  being  the  differenoe 
between  the  actual  revenue  and  the  actual  ex- 
penditure. Then  he  goes  on  to  add  the  *'  hal> 
ance  **  at  the  beginning  of  the  year — ^namely,. 
£854,286 :  it  will  be  seen  he  does  not  oall  that 
"  surplus  "  here.  That  leaves  what  he  oiJIb  a 
"  surplus  "  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  £521,144. 
Well,  admitting  that  this  sum  of  £166,858  is 
the  actual  difference  between  the  revenue  and 
expenditure,  I  contend  there  are  some  items 
included  which  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
look  upon  as  real  revenue  during  the  year. 
It   may  be   called    a   surplus,    bat   In    that 
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sum  IB  inolnded  an  amonnt  of  £69,600  whioh 
is  really  borrowed  money,  being  an  amount 
whioh  was  paid  to  the  Sinking  Funds  Account, 
and  then   borrowed  from  the  Sinking  Funds 
Account  again  in  order  to  be  used  as  revenue. 
He    has   really  twice    taken    credit    for    the 
amount  on  that  side  of  the  account.    I  look 
upon  it  in  this  light:  It  is  very  much  the 
same  as  the  case  of  a  farmer  purchasing  an 
estate,   we   will  say,    for  £1,000,  payable  in 
ten  yearly  instalments  of  £100  each.    At  the 
end  of  the  year  he  pays  to  the  yendor  the 
sum  of  £100  on   account,  and  on   the  next 
day  he  goes  to  that  gentleman  again  and  bor- 
rows from  him  £100  on  a  bill  of  sale  over  his 
cattle.    He  pays  off  one  day,  and  borrows  the 
next.    I  may  be  wrong,  but  as  far  as  I  can 
onderstand  the  account  that  is  what  has  taken 
place.    On  page  vi.  of  the  Statement  we  read, 
*' Referring  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
community,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  introducing 
here  a  few  figures  from  the  Savings-Bank  re- 
turns,  which  I  think  very  strikingly  show  how 
substantial  our  prosperity  has  become."    And 
later  he  goes  on  to  say,  '*  Such  figures  as  these 
are  in  the  very  highest  degree  satisfactory,  and^ 
prove  beyond  doubt  that  the  prosperity  of  our 
people  is  real,  and  that  their  earning- power 
must  have  largely  increased."    Well,  I  do  not 
know  that  this  very  large  increase  in  the  de- 
posits  in   the    Savings-Bank  is  altogether   a 
healthy    sign.     They    may    be    the    savings 
of     the     working  -  classes ;    they     may     be 
eimply,    to   a    large    extent,    deposits    made 
by    small    capitalists    because    tney  can    get 
a  higher  rate  of  interest  from  the  Savings- 
Bank  than  they  can   get  from    other   banks. 
The   total  amount  of   deposits    in   1890  was 
£2,441,876.       In     1897     they     amounted     to 
£4,744,924,  being  an  increase  of  £2,308,048. 
Now,  I  do  not  think  it  is  altogether  healthy, 
or  for  the  benefit  of  the   colony,   that  such 
a  very  large  sum  of  money  should  be  locked 
up  in  the  Savings-Bank.    I  think  it  would  be 
far  better  employed  in  developing  the  resources 
of  the  colony ;  and  I  will  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  take  notice  of  this  :  In  1890  the  capital 
invested  in  the  manufactures  of  the  colony 
was  £5,261,826,  and  in  1895— that  is  the  last 
year  for  which  I  can  find  authentic  returns — 
the  amount  was  £5,796,017,  being  an  increase 
of  only  £534,191.    You  will  note  that  the  in- 
crease of  the  deposits  in  the  Savings-Bank  are 
£2,303,048,  whereas  the  increase  in  the  capital 
invested  in   our  factories   is   only    £534,191. 
Now,  I  think,  if  there  were  thorough  confi- 
dence in  the  position  of  the  colony,  and  if  the 
colony  were  really  in  such  a  progressive  and 
healthy  state  as  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
would  lead  us  to  believe,  a  great  deal  of  this 
money  which   is  juat    now   in   the   Savings- 
Bank  would  have  been  invested  either  in  the 
manufacturing  industries  of  the  colony  or  in 
the  pastoral  and  agricultural  industries.    As 
far  as  I  can  gather  from  searching  the  re- 
turns   and    the    appendices  to    the   different 
volumes   in   the   records  of  the   House,   and 
also  from  my  searching  through  the  census 
jwturns,  I  can  find  no  authentic  return  of  the 


capital  invested    in  pastoral   or    agricultural 
pursuits,  and  therefore  I  cannot  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  House  what  the  increase  is  in  the 
capital  invested  in  these  lines  between  the  yearn 
1890  and  1895.    But,  comparing  this  amount 
deposited  in  the   Savings-Bank  with  that  in- 
vested in  our  manufacturing  industries,  I  find 
that  in  1890  the  deposits  in  the  Savings-Bank 
amounted    to    half  the  sum  invested  in  the 
manufacturing   industries;   but    in    1896  the 
amount  of  the  deposits  in  the  Savings-Bank 
was  four- fifths  of  the  amount  of  the  capital 
invested  in  our  manufacturing  industries.     I 
would  much  prefer  to   have   seen  less  money 
deposited  in  the   Savings-Bank  and  more  in- 
vested in  trade  and  agriculture.    Then  we  find 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier,  on  page  vi.  of  the 
Budget,  asking.  Who  has  benefited  by  this  re- 
mission  on  the  tea  duty  ?    **  Is  it  the  consumer  ? 
If  I  were  to  answer  in  the  affirmative,  by  far 
the  largest  number  of  persons  would  say  I 
was  wrong,  and  that  it  was  the  middlemen 
who  had  profited."    Well,  Sir,  I  believe  that  is 
correct  to  a  very  great  extent— I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  to  what  extent.     But  then,  on 
the  next   page  but    one  we  find  the  Right 
Hon.    the    Premier  proposing   to  reduce  the 
duties  on  articles  imported  from  the  Mother- 
country,  or  manufactured  in  the  Mother-coun- 
try, to  the  extent  of  5  per  cent.    Well,  if  the 
middleman  has  benefited  by  the  remission  of 
the  duty  on  tea,  will  not  the  middleman  also 
benefit  by  this  remission  of  5  per  cent,  on  the 
duties  on  goods  manufactured  in  the  Mother- 
country?    Surely,  if  the  middleman  benefits 
by  the  remission  in  the  one  case,  he  will  also 
benefit  by  the  remission  in  the  other.    It  seems 
to  me  as  if  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  thinks 
he   has  given    the  importers   of   groceries    a 
bonus  in  the  shape  of  a  remission  of  tea  duty, 
and  now,  to  be  just  all  round,  he  is  going  to 
extend  the  same  benefit  to  the  soft-goods  man 
and  to  the  hardware  man.    As  far  as  a  prefer- 
ential tariff  in  favour  of  articles  manufactured 
in  the  Mother-country  is  concerned,  I  think 
there  is  a  very  great  deal  to  be  said  in  support 
of  it ;  but  whether  this  reduction  of  5  per  cent, 
will  be  of  any  material  benefit  in  giving  a  pre- 
ference to  our  trade  with  the  Mother- country 
over  the  trade  with  Germany  and  other  foreign 
countries  I  very  much  doubt.    Then,  Sir,  we 
come  to  the  borrowing  proposals  of  the  Q-ovem- 
ment.    I  find  that  during  last  year  the  debt 
of  the  colony  had  increased  to  the  extent  of 
£596,800.    That  was  the    amount  of  capital 
which  was  spent  on  public  works,  land  for 
settlements,    and  on  loans  to    local    bodies, 
and    in    other    ways.      For    this    year   the 
borrowing  proposals,  as  far  as  I  can  gather, 
are  to  the  extent  of  £1,200,000,  but  I  am  not 
quite  clear  about  it.    We  propose  to  borrow 
£500,000  under  the  (Government  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act ;   £500,000  for  public  works ;  and 
then  there  is  another  sum  of  £200,000  spoken 
of  as  being  proposed  to  be  borrowed  for  the 
construction  of  railway-trucks,  and  other  mat- 
ters in  connection  with  the  Railways  Depart- 
ment.   Now,  I  am  not  quite  clear  whether 
this  loan  of  £200,000  is  included  in  the  half- 
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million  which  it  is  pcoposed  to  borrow  lor 
public  works. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb.— Yes. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Is  it  ?  In  that  case  we  pro- 
pose to  borrow  one  million  of  money  during 
the  current  year;  which,  I  suppose,  means 
£500,000  for  advances  to  settlers  and  £500,000 
for  public  works.  Well,  coming  to  the  oonolu- 
bion  of  this  Statement,  I  must  congratulate 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  upon  having 
considerably  cut  down  the  volume  of  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  this  year  in  comparison  with  the 
one  we  had  last  year.  But  in  reading  through 
this  concluding  paragraph  of  the  Statement 
it  struck  me  that  very  much  the  same  language 
is  used  as  was  used  before,  and  if  honourable 
members  will  compare  this  paragraph  with  the 
winding-up  of  the  Financial  Statement  of  last 
year  I  think  they  will  find  that  very  much 
the  same  language  is  used.  We  were  told 
then,  as  now,  that  "land-values  are  main- 
tained ;  there  is  no  sign  of  decrease  in  our 
revenue;  our  population  is  increasing,  and 
the  same  can  be  said  of  our  imports  and 
exports."  Then  there  is  the  same  paragraph 
about  *'  the  settlement  of  the  people  on  the 
land  is  progressing  satisfactorily."  Later  on 
I  intend  to  quote  a  few  figures  in  this  con- 
nection which  will  make  it  appear  that  the 
settlement  of  the  people  on  the  land  is  not 
progressing  quite  so  satisfactorily  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  lead  us  to  be- 
lieve. Then  the  Statement  says,  "The  out- 
put of  gold-  and  coal-mines  is  steadily  im- 
proving." We  were  told  the  same  last  year. 
And  then  we  come  to  the  statement  that 
"  the  labourer  scouring  the  country  for  work, 
commonly  known  as  the  *  swagger,'  is  now 
becoming  a  thing  of  the  past."  If  that  is 
the  case  I  am  very  pleased  to  hear  it,  but, 
on  comparing  this  statement  with  a  few  para- 
graphs in  the  report  of  the  Labour  Depart- 
ment, I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  amount 
of  unemployed  labour  scouring  the  country 
for  work  is  so  very  much  less  than  it  was 
twelve  months  ago.  I  find  from  the  report 
of  the  Labour  Department  for  the  year  ended 
the  31st  March,  1898,  that  2,035  men  re- 
ceived advances  from  the  Labour  Depart- 
ment. And  then  the  report  goes  on  to  say, 
"  Some  of  those  for  whom  work  has  been 
found  have  made  no  effort  to  help  themselves." 
g  Q  Exactly,  Sir.  Formerly  they  made  an 
effort  to  help  themselves  by  going  to 
the  country  and  looking  for  work.  Now  Uiey 
go  down  to  the  Labour  Department  and  ask 
for  an  advance  in  order  that  they  may  be 
sent  by  rail  to  work,  or  that  work  may  be 
found  for  them  elsewhere.  Well,  I  find  in 
comparing  the  years  ending  the  dlst  March, 
1897  and  1898,  the  following:  The  men  to 
whom  advances  have  been  made  between  the 
1st  April,  1896,  and  the  31st  March,  1897,  were 
1,718;  between  the  Ist  April,  1897,  and  the 
31st  March,  1898,  2,085 :  being  an  increase  of 
over  three  hundred.  Then  I  pass  on  to  the 
paragraph  dealing  with  overtime,  and  there  we 
read, — 

**  Qrave  complaints  are  made  by  the  trades- 
Mr,  Brown 


unions,  and  bv  parents  of  emplovte,  as  to 
the  amount  oi  overtime  now  worked.  The 
following  statement,  which  only  records  the 
overtime  worked  in  factories  in  the  four  chief 
towns,  shows  how  the  working-day  has  beea 
lengthened  and  overburdened." 

And  we  read  farther  on  as  to  the  persons 
who  worked  overtime  and  the  hours  they  have 
worked.  The  number  of  persons  who  worked 
overtime  was  greater  in  Ohristchurch,  but  the 
number  of  hours  worked  overtime  in  Dunedin 
was  considerably  more  in  proportion.  I  took 
the  trouble  to  look  into  these  33,381  hours  over- 
time worked  in  Dunedin.  33,381  hours  appeara 
to  be  a  great  amount  of  overtime  to  work,  but 
when  we  find  that  it  has  to  be  distributed 
amongst  1,196  men  we  see  that  the  men  who 
worked  overtime  in  Dunedin  worked  only 
twenty-eight  hours  overtime  during  the  whole 
year.  Why,  Sir,  surely  that  is  not  very  op- 
pressive. Does  not  every  farm-labourer  work 
that  amount  of  overtime  very  often  in  one 
week  in  harvest  time?  I  have  often  worked 
twenty-eight  hours  overtime  in  one  week,  and 
that  for  weeks  together,  and  I  do  not  think  I 
am  much  the  worse  for  it.  This  great  outory 
about  overtime  is  all  "  buncombe."  Then  we 
read, — 

**  The  factory  half -holiday  should  be  regarded 
as  a  sacred  thing.  That  it  is  not  so  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that,  in  spite  of  discouragement  by 
the  departmei^t,  in  Ghristchurch  alone  1,666 
extra  hours  were  worked  on  the  half -holiday." 

1,666  hours  by  all  the  operatives  in  Ohrist- 
church during  twelve  months  1  Then,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Labour  Department  we  have 
read  a  good  deal  during  the  recess  about  a 
certain  conference  of  labour  delegates  who 
assembled  in  Wellington.  It  is  stated— and 
I  believe  it  is  a  fact — that  their  travelling- 
expenses  were  paid  bv  the  Government.  Do 
the  Government  pay  the  travelling-expenses  of 
the  deputies  attending  the  Municipal  Confer- 
ence; the  County  Councils  Conference,  or  any 
other  conference?  Why  should  the  deputies 
to  the  Trades-union  Conference  receive  special 
concessions?  Another  point  which  I  would 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  is 
this :  that  copies  of  the  labour  measures  pro- 
posed to  be  introduced  by  the  Government 
were  furnished  to  these  deputies  of  the  trades- 
unions;  but  when  the  Association  of  Em- 
ployers asked  for  copies  of  these  measures 
they  were  informed  that  the  Bills  were  not 
yet  in  print.  Why  that  very  one-sided  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  Government?  Be- 
fore I  leave  the  Financial  Statement  I  want 
to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  estimates  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditure  for  1898-99,  and  I  think 
we  shall  see  that  the  Premier  is  laying  the 
foundation  for  another  substantial  surplus. 
The  Customs  revenue  is  considerably  under- 
estimated by  the  honourable  gentleman.  We 
know  that  for  some  years  past  there  has  been 
a  steady  annued  increase  in  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  Customs,  and  if  the  Treasurer 
wished  to  be  near  the  mark  he  would  have 
based  his  estimate  on  that  steady  Increase. 
The  beer  duty  is  estimated  to  produce  £1,000 
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leaa  than  it  did  last  year.  Why  ahould  that 
be  80?  Axa  there  going  to  he  more  total 
abstainers  this  year  than  last?  Then,  he 
ezpeots  there  will  be  a  lalling-off  in  the 
reoeipts  from  the  railways ;  yet  he  says— and 
the  report  of  the  Bailways  Department  bears 
it  out — that  there  is  expeoted  to  be  a  very 
large  inorease  in  the  railway  traffic.  In  the 
faoe  of  that  he  anticipates  there  will  be  a 
falling-ofi  in  the  reoeipts.  Then,  the  ezpendi- 
tnxe  of  the  Valuation  Department  is  estimated 
to  be  £23,127,  against  £87,127  actually  expended 
last  year.  How  is  this  ?  Last  year  a  great 
number  of  valuers  had  to  be  employed  all  over 
the  colony,  but  those  valuations  having  been 
made,  and  the  returns  sent  in,  I  suppose  these 
gentlemen  are  no  longer  in  the  employment  of 
the  Qovernment.  I  should  think,  at  any  rate, 
the  number  should  be  reduced  by  at  le€bst  one- 
half  ;  but  it  appears  the  estimated  expenditure 
is  only  reduced  b^  one-third.  Last  year  the 
aotual  amount  paid  as  rates  on  Grown  lands 
was  £164,  but  it  is  estimated  that  in  the  current 
▼ear  the  sum  to  be  paid  under  that  head  will 
be  £900.  I  hope  when  the  Treasurer  or  one  of 
his  colleagues  addresses  the  House  he  will  ex- 
plain why  there  should  be  this  inorease.  Then 
we  read  in  the  concluding  sentences  of  the 
Financial  Statement : — 

"  As  to  the  future  outlook,  being  neither 
pessimistic  nor  optimistic,  but  desiring  calmly 
and  dispassionately  to  gauge  correctly  the 
position,  I  feel  confident  that,  with  strict 
economy,  reasonable  expenditure  on  repro- 
ductive works,  thus  providing  for  those  who 
are  willing  and  able  to  labour,  the  settlement 
of  the  people  on  the  land,  with  proper  regard 
paid  to  the  development  of  our  yast  mineral 
resources,  with  due  provision  made  to  insure 
the  export  of  our  principal  products  in  good 
condition,  and  increased  markets  therefor, 
together  with  the  continued  energy  and  enter- 
prise of  our  colonists,  we  have  a  bright  and 
prosperous  future  before  us." 

Sir,  I  really  hope  we  may  have  this  bright 
and  prosperous  future  Wore  us,  but  I  think  it 
will  depend  more  on  the  energy  and  enterprise  of 
the  colonists  than  on  some  of  the  other  state- 
ments the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  given 
us.  It  has  been  the  custom  of  Ministers,  and 
also  of  a  great  many  members  who  are  supporters 
of  the  present  Government  who  are  not  on  the 
Ministerial  benches,  to  address  their  consti- 
tuents and  to  speak  from  platforms  in  the 
country,  and  they  have  laid  great  stress  on  the 
vast  and  material  progress  the  colony  has 
made  during  the  time  this  Government  has 
been  in  power.  But  let  us  compare  the  last 
three  years  of  the  so-called  Tory  Ministry  and 
the  three  years  of  the  present  Administration — 
18d4, 1895,  and  1896.  We  find  that  the  popu- 
lation between  the  years  1891  and  1896  in- 
creased by  76,702  persons,  exclusive  of  Maoris, 
but  we  find  the  total  exports  of  the  colony  for 
the  three  years  of  the  Tory  Govemment--1888, 
1889,  and  1890— were  £26,920,909,  as  against  the 
three  years  of  Liberal  Government — 1894, 1895, 
and  1896— £27,102,876,  being  an  increase  of  only 
£181,467 ;  so  that  although  our  population  has 


increased  by  considerably  more  than  10  per  cent, 
our  exports  have  only  increased  by  a  very  small 
percentage  indeed.  During  the  three  years  of 
the  Tory  Administration  the  average  exports 
per  head  of  population  was  £14  lis.  7d.— that 
IS,  striking  an  average  for  three  years.  For  the 
three  years  of  the  Liberal  Administration  the 
average  gives  £18  Os.  lOd.,  being  a  decrease  of 
£1 10s.  9d.  per  head.  And  when  we  oome  to 
compare  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  ex- 
ported we  find  the  value  of  our  products  from 
fisheries  and  forests  remains  practically  the 
same  between  1890  and  1896.  But  during  the 
same  period  the  increase  of  the  value  of  animal 
products— that  is,  frozen  meat,  wool,  and  other 
products,  is  increased  by  £584,000.  But  when 
we  come  to  the  value  of  the  articles  exported 
manufactured  in  the  colony  there  is  a  falling* 
ofi  of  £849,866  between  the  years  1890  and  1896, 
the  result  of  five  years  of  Liberal  government. 
Then,  Sir,  as  regards  the  number  of  hands 
employed  in  our  factories,  between  1885  aod 
1890  the  increase  in  the  number  of  hands  em- 
ployed in  the  factories  was  8,588 ;  between  1890 
and  1895  the  increase  was  only  1,746 :  being  a 
falling-ofi  of  1,792,  or  50  per  cent.  The  number 
of  factories  increased  between  1885  and  1080 
by  808;  between  1890  and  1895  by  205,  being 
a  falling-ofi  of  88  per  cent.  The  increased 
approximate  value  of  manufactured  articles 
produced  between  1885  and  1890  was  £2,062,000; 
between  1890  and  1895  the  increase  was  only 
£775,528:  being  a  falling-ofi  on  the  rate  of 
increase  of  over  60  percent.  Now,  Sir,  I  think, 
as  regards  the  progress  the  colony  has  made  in 
its  manufactures,  and  in  the  exports,  and  in 
the  number  of  hands  employed  in  our  manu- 
factories, and  capital  invested  in  our  manu- 
factures, the  progress  during  the  last  Tory 
Administration  was  far  greater  than  it  hae 
been  in  1894, 1895,  and  1896,  three  years  of  the 
present  Administration.  The  progress  was  far 
greater  during  the  so-called  Tory  Administra- 
tion than  during  the  so-called  Liberal  AdminiR- 
tratlon.  Then,  Sir,  there  is  another  point  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words  upon,  and  which 
has  been  touched  upon  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
that  is  the  excess  of  exports  over  im- 
ports, and  I  find  on  looking  at  the  returns 
— the  Government  Statistics— that  there  has 
been  a  steady  decrease  ever  since  1890  in 
the  excess  of  exports  over  imports.  In 
1890  the  excess  of  exports  over  imports  was 
£8,640,421.  In  1896  it  was  only  £2,264,528, 
being  a  falling-ofi  of  some  £1,400,000;  and  in 
1897  the  excess  of  exports  over  imports  was 
only  £1,747,000.  Now,  Sir,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  we  have  to  pay  in  London  annually 
on  our  public  and  private  indebtedness,  and 
the  indebtedness  of  our  local  bodies,  a  sum 
of  close  on  three  millions  sterling,  it  must  give 
rise  to  yery  serious  considerations  as  to  how 
this  payment  is  being  met,  and  is  to  be  met  in 
the  future.  Of  course,  the  money  is  not  all 
transmitted  to  the  Home-country.  We  pay  to 
a  very  large  extent  in  the  value  of  the  excess  of 
exports  over  what  we  import.  If  the  excess  of 
exports  amounts  to  three  millions  or  over,  tha . 
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interest  is  met  by  the  exports  of  the  colony; 
bnt  when  the  excess  of  exports  OTsr  imports 
amounts  to  only  £1,747,000,  and  we  have  three 
millions  of  money  to  pay  in  London,  it  most 
be  evident  that  there  is  £1,200.000  to  be  made 
up  somewhere.  And  1  think  if  you  go  into  the 
matter  and  have  the  matter  thoroughly  sifted 
out  we  shall  find  this  difference  is  made  up  by 
money  borrowed  in  London  annually.  I  think 
it  is  a  very  serious  matter,  a  matter  which 
deserves  serious  consideration,  as  to  how  far 
we  can  safely  go  on  borrowing  when  we  find 
the  excess  of  exports  over  imports  is  in  this 
condition.  Then,  in  respect  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  lands  of  the  colony,  upon  which 
great  stress  has  been  laid  by  the  Qovemment 
party — and  one  or  two  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  in  this  debate  laid  great  stress  upon  it 
— I  find  that  during  the  three  years  of  the  last 
Tory  Administration  7,602  selectors  took  up 
land.  During  the  three  years  ending  the 
31st  March,  1898,  7,096  settlers  took  up  land, 
being  a  falling-ofi  of  506  selectors.  This  does 
not  appear  to  be  a  very  great  progress  made 
under  the  present  Administration  as  compared 
with  that  under  the  Tory  Administration.  But 
when  we  come  to  deduct  from  those  who 
took  up  land  the  number  of  forfeitures  and 
surrenders  during  each  period  of  three  years 
we  find  a  greater  falling-ofi.  In  the  last  three 
years  of  the  Tory  rule  the  forfeitures  and  sur- 
renders were  732,  and  during  the  last  three 
years — 1896-97-98— the  forfeitures  and  sur- 
renders were  2,454.  Now,  deducting  the  sur- 
renders and  forfeitures  from  the  number  of 
selectors  in  each  period,  we  find  that  during 
the  Tory  Administration  the  excess  in  the  num- 
ber of  selectors  who  took  up  land  over  the  for- 
feitures was  6,870,  and  during  the  last  three 
years  only  4,642,  leaving  a  balance  in  favour 
of  the  Tory  Administration  of  2,228  persons. 
Then,  there  is  just  one  little  matter  in  refer- 
ence to  the  land-for-settlement  policy  about 
which  I  wish  to  make  a  remark.  I  think  that 
each  year  there  should  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House  a  list  of  the  properties  which  it  is 
proposed  by  the  Qovemment  to  purchase.  At 
present  we  give  the  Government  a  lump  sum 
of  money,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  go  and  buy 
what  properties  they  like,  and  pay  what  sum 
they  like. 

An  Hon.  Mekbbb. — Is  there  not  the  Land 
Purchase  Board  ? 

Mr.  BBOWN.— Yes;  we  know  all  about  the 
Board — at  least,  we  know  enough  about  it  not 
to  have  any  very  great  confidence  in  it.  Now, 
I  should  very  much  like  to  see  the  practice 
commenced  of  laying  a  list  of  the  properties 
proposed  to  be  purchased  on  the  table  of  this 
House,  and  also  a  list  of  the  prices  proposed 
to  be  paid  for  these  properties.  Then  the 
whole  matter  would  be  under  the  control  of 
Pariiament,  and  we  should  know  what  the 
Lands  Settlement  Department  is  doing.  I 
have  made  a  few  notes  on  the  public-works 
policy,  but  I  shall  not  have  time  to  say  any- 
thinff  about  that  just  now.  I  will  pass  on  to 
another  matter  on  which  I  would  like  to  make 
a  few  remarks  before  I  sit  down,  and  that  is 
Mr,  Broton 


the  question  of  the  appointment  of  Justices  of 
the  Peaoe.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  oi  Justice  is  In  his  plaoe. 
I  placed  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper  a  few 
days  ago  in  respect  to  one  appointment  which 
hsd  come  nnoer  my  notice,  and  I  asked  the 
honourable  member  a  question  as  to  whether 
he  would  take  steps  to  see  that  properly  quali- 
fied gentlemen  were  appointed  to  the  Oom- 
mission  of  the  Peace. .  Well,  his  reply  was — or, 
at  least,  amongst  other  things  mentioned  in  his 
reply  to  me  were  these  words : — 

"  He  thought  it  would  not  be  oomplimentary 
to  members  of  the  House  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  recommending  gentlemen  to  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace.  He  thought,  however, 
it  was  highly  desirable  that  honourable  gentle- 
men, before  making  recommendations,  shoitld 
take  every  precaution  in  the  direotion  of  seeing 
that  they  recommended  suitable  persons,  and 
gentlemen  worthy  of  respsNOt." 

With  that  sentiment,  Sir,  I  entirely  agree ; 
but  does  the  honourable  gentleman  consolt 
members  as  to  the  respectability  and  suita- 
bility of  gentlemen  whom  he  appoints  ?  Why, 
Sir,  he  must  consult  irresponsible  people.  I  do 
not  wish  him  to  consult  me  as  to  the  gentle- 
men he  sees  fit  to  appoint  in  the  constituenoy 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  but  I 
should  like  him  to  consult  the  Stipendiary  Ma- 
gistrate. Let  that  gentleman  make  inquiries 
as  to  the  suitability  and  uprightness  and 
qualifications  of  the  gentlemen  whom  he 
appoints.  At  the  present  time.  Sir,  we  do  not 
know  who  makes  these  irecommendations,  and 
that  is  where  the  trouble  lies.  Amongst  the 
l€bst  number  of  Justices  who  were  gazetted — 
amongst  the  names  in  my  district  there  were 
some  six  or  eight  appointed,  of  whom  I  reoom- 
mended  one,  and  I  am  quite  willing  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  having  recommended  that 
gentleman.  As  to  the  others,  I  do  not  know 
who  recommended  them.  I  am  perfectly  cer- 
tain the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  did  not  recom- 
mend some  of  them,  and  I  would  like  to  know 
who  did  recommend  them.  I  have  heard  that 
I  am  going  to  be  called  to  account  in  certain 
parts  of  my  district  because  my  constituents 
blame  me  for  having  recommended  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  been  appointed.  I 
am  going  to  tell  them  I  did  not  reoommend 
them,  and  I  will  advise  them,  also,  if  they 
wish  to  know  on  whose  reoommendation 
they  were  appointed,  to  petition  this  House 
to  find  out,  if  possible,  from  the  Minister  of 
Justice  who  diet  recommend  these  gentlemen. 
Sir,  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  gentle- 
men to  the  Oommission  of  the  Peace  is  a  seri- 
ous matter.  These  men  ought  to  be  gentle- 
men above  suspicion.  They  ought  to  be  gentle- 
men whose  past  will  bear  looking  into,  and  they 
ought  to  be  gentlemen  of  a  fair  amount  of  edu- 
cation. It  matters  not  to  me  whether  they  are 
working  vrith  a  pick  and  shovel  on  the  roads, 
or  whether  they  are  working  in  a  factory,  or 
whether  they  are  working  on  a  farm,  or  who 
they  may  be,  provided  they  are  men  of  good 
character,  and  men  who  are  respected  by  the 
settlers  in  their  district ;  and  I  hope  we  shall 
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liAve  some  difforent  system  introduced  for  the 
appointment  of  gentlemen  to  the  Oommission 
of  the  Peace. 

-  go        Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (EUesmere).— 

7.0U.  g-^^  1^  jg  probably  just  as  well  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition has  now  been  got  out  of  the  way,  and  we 
can  go  on  discussing  the  finances  of  the  colony. 
This  particular  amendment  seems  to  me  to 
have  heen  a  very  trivial  one  to  move  as  an 
amendment  to  the  Financial  Statement.  The 
Opposition  seem  almost  to  have  a  mania  for 
moving  amendments  on  every  possible  occasion 
— ^the  Imprest  Supply  Bill,  the  Banking  Bill, 
and  now ;  and  on  this  particular  occasion  the 
amendment  seems  singularly  out  of  place,  for, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  amounts  practically  to  an 
indorsement  of  the  Government  policy,  and  it 
does  look  as  if  the  Opposition  must  be  very 
hacd-up  when  the  amendment  it  proposes  to 
move  IS  not  traversing  the  Government  policy, 
but  is  practically  an  indorsement  of  the  policy 
already  declared  in  the  Railways  Statement. 
Any  one  who  will  turn  to  the  Rieiilways  State- 
ment will  see  that  the  question  of  increasing 
out  rolling-stock  has  been  very  fully  dealt  with 
there,  and  the  policy  of  the  Government  in 
respect  to  the  matter  fully  set  out.  Honour- 
able members  will  see  the  following  on  page  vi. 
of  the  Statement : — 

'*  It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  re- 
ports of  the  principal  Traffic  Managers  through- 
out the  colony  that  a  fairly  prosperous  current 
year  is  anticipated,  and  that  with  the  existing 
plant  it  is  quite  impossible  to  give  reasonable 
satisfaction  to  the  users  of  the  railways.  I 
have,  therefore,  to  call  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment to  the  urgent  necessity  of  providing 
additional  funds,  more  particularly  for  the 
porposa  of  increasing  the  number  of  loco- 
motives, carriages,  and  wagons,  but  also  to 
give  increased  accommodation  at  stations, 
greater  stability  to  our  lines  and  structures, 
more  telegraph  facilities,  and  more  safety 
appliances." 

And  later  on,  at  the  end  of  the  Statement, 
we  read, — 

'*  Beyond  providing  additional  funds  for  loco- 
motives in  course  of  construction  at  Home 
and  in  America,  the  Government  do  not  pro- 
pose to  ask  for  a  greater  sum  than  can  profit- 
ably be  spent  in  our  railway  workshops,  and 
<m  additions  to  line  accommodation,  during 
the  omzent  year.  This  sum,  including  the 
oost  of  locomotives  ordered  from  abroad,  I 
estimate  at  £200,000,  and  Parliament  will  be 
asked  to  place  that  amount  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government  for  the  purposes  enume- 
rated." 

So  that,  really,  this  is  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  Opposition  know  it  perfectly 
well,  and  they  must,  as  I  say,  be  hard-up  if 
they  can  find  no  means  of  traversing  the  policy 
^f  the  Government,  instead  of  practically  in- 
dorsing it  as  they  have  done  by  moving  the 
amenmnent.  The  amendment  moved  is  some- 
what out  of  place;  it  should  come  as  an 
amendment  to  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
And  not  as  an  amendment  to  the  Financial 


Statement,  because  it  is  on  our  Public  Works 
Statement  and  estimates  that  the  question  of 
the  control,  capital,  and  expenditure  on  railways 
is  considered.  In  the  Financial  Statement  we 
are  told,  it  is  true,  that  there  is  to  be  a  Loan 
Bill  to  the  extent  of  £600,000 ;  but  the  ques- 
tion  of  increased  accommodation  for  the  rail- 
ways is  a  matter  for  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment, and  not  the  Financial  Statement ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  when  the  Public  Works 
Statement  does  come  down  we  shall  see 
that  this  £200,000  we  have  already  been  told 
in  the  Railways  Statement  we  shall  be 
asked  for  will  be  placed  on  the  estimates. 
So  that,  as  far  as  the  Government  are  con- 
cerned, they  have  already  told  the  House 
they  are  most  anxious  to  go  on  with  the 
work  of  constructing  our  railways,  and  this 
amendment  will  not  certainly  make  them 
go  on  any  faster.  It  is  just  as  if  a  man 
was  walking,  we  will  say,  to  the  wharf,  and 
somebody  was  to  come  up  behind  and  give  him 
a  shove  in  the  back  with  the  idea  of  making 
him  go  faster.  It  would  not  make  him  go  any 
faster  at  all.  It  might  tend  to  throw  him  over, 
but  it  is  perfectly  useless  to  try  to  shove  any 
one  when  he  is  going  as  fast  as  he  can  be 
going  in  a  particular  direction.  We  all  agree 
that  the  rsolways  require  more  locomotives. 
The  Government  have  told  us  so,  the  Trcbffic 
Managers  have  told  us  so,  and  we  know  per- 
fectly well  they  will  do  all  they  can  to  promote 
this  instead  of  stopping  it.  This  amendment 
seems  to  have  been  treated  as  of  so  little  im- 
portance by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that 
he  only  devoted  four  minutes  of  bis  time  to  it, 
and  I  doubt  whether  I  am  justified  in  speaking 
any  longer  on  the  subject.  It  is,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  simply  a  popularity-hunting  amend- 
ment, in  order  that  the  people  in  the  various 
districts  in  the  colony  may  be  persuaded 
by  the  Opposition  that  they  are  the  friends 
of  the  working- classes  —  that  they  are  the 
representatives  who  wish  to  see  the  workmen 
put  back  into  the  railway  workshops.  It 
is  the  old  story  of  '<Codlin  is  the  man, 
not  Short"  —  it  is  not  the  Liberals,  it  is 
the  Conservatives  who  want  to  see  men  em- , 
ployed.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Conservative 
party  advocate  a  free-trade  policy,  and  if  their 
policy  were  carried  into  effect — if  we  had  free- 
trade  in  this  country — they  would  throw  thou- 
sands of  men  out  of  employment  to  morrow. 
And  they  should  be  the  last  to  complain  of  the 
Government  obtaining  engines  from  the  Eng- 
lish market,  or  wherever  they  could  be  got 
oheapest.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am  in  favour 
of  dealing  in  the  oheapest  market,  provided  we 
will  always  give  New  Zealand  manufacturers 
the  preference  if  we  can  get  things  nearly  as 
oheap ;  but  when  it  comes  to  a  question  of  the 
expenditure  of  public  money — and  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  nearness  of  prices,  but  a  considerable 
incre€bse  of  expenditure  by  making  them  here 
compared  with  the  price  at  which  they  could 
be  bought  in  England—then  I  say,  get  them  in 
the  cheapest  market.  I  have  no  further  time 
to  devote  to  this  amendment.  It  is  one  which 
is  well  out  of  the  way.    It  is  not  one  of  any 
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great  importance,  and  I  hope  when  the  Public 
Worke  Statement  comes  down  the  Government 
will  do  as  they  have  told  us  they  are  going  to  do 
— provide  increased  facilities  for  locomotives. 
And  we  shall  be  prepared  to  support  that 
policy.  I  may  say,  if  tney  do  not,  if  they  will 
not  provide  sufficient  locomotive  accommoda- 
tion, sufficient  rolling-stock,  I  would  be  very 
glad — I  would  be  one  of  the  first  to  support  an 
amendment  traversing  that  policy  and  saying, 
"We  will  either  have  increased  facilities  for 
rolling-stock  or  the  Government  will  go  off  the 
benches  immediately."  And  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  do  that  when  tiie  Government  have 
shown  they  do  not  intend  to  do  what  they 
have  told  us  they  do  intend  to  do  in  their  Rail- 
ways Statement.  Now,  Sir,  coming  to  the 
more  general  question  of  the  Budget,  I  am 
very  glad  to  see  that  it  is  a  great  deal  shorter 
than  last  year.  The  Treasurer  must  evidently 
have  ascertained  that  he  made  a  mistake  in 
introducing  so  many  extraneous  subjects  in 
last  year's  Budget,  and  this  year  we  have 
a  businesslike  statement  dealing  solely  with 
finance.  These  extraneous  subjects  are,  more 
or  less,  as  a  rule,  kites  which  are  flown  and 
which  we  hear  very  little  of  afterwards.  We 
have  heard,  for  instance,  very  little  indeed  of 
the  Eastern  service  to  supply  froeen  mutton  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Arafura  Sea ;  we  have 
heard  little  of  the  rhea  or  ramie  plant;  we 
have  heard  very  little  of  a  number  of  those 
subjects  which  were  merely  put  in  to  fill  up 
the  Financial  Statement  of  last  year. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Those  were  the  pad- 
dings. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERy.— They  may  have  been 
the  paddings,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  have 
them  in  a  Financial  Statement,  and  I  am  glad 
to  see  the  Premier  has  recognised  that  fact 
this  year.  However,  there  might  still  be  some 
improvements  made.  Take,  for  instance,  this 
historical  table:  that  might  well  have  been 
eliminated.  It  is  simply  an  antiquarian  sub- 
ject dealing  with  the  finance  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  under  entirely  different  conditions 
to  the  present  day,  under  different  laws,  and 
under  different  methods  of  keeping  accounts, 
and  it  is  no  reliable  guide  whatever  to  the 
finances  of  the  present  day.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  understand  that  this  table  was  put  in 
to  satisfy  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City,  Mr.  Taylor.  It  will  be  reool> 
looted  that  it  is  not  so  long  since  Mr.  Taylor 
expressed  himself  as  very  displeased  with  the 
way  in  which  a  certain  gentleman— one  Mr. 
Isitt—was  inquiring  into  the  history  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.  — lEctt;  not  Isitt :  he  is  a 
decent  man. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Well,  Izett;   and  I 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  is  not  a 
decent  man. 
Mr.  TAYLOR.— Nor  I. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— We  have  this  his- 
tory  evidently  compiled  by  him  as  part  of  the 
financial  history  of  the  colony — one  of  the  ad- 
vance chapters  of  that  book  which  is  to  be 
issued  in  tbe  sweet  by-and-by.    It  is,  I  say,  a 
Afr.  Montgomery 


monument  of  his  research  and  invention,  if 
not  of  his  historical  accuracy ;  and  I  believe  i% 
was  put  there  simply  for  the  purpose  of  blow- 
ing that  the  Government  histonan  is  doing  a 
good  deal  of  work  during  the  recess  of  ParUa- 
ment,  and  for  no  other  reason  than  to  satisfy 
the  honourable  member  for  Christohuroh  City 
that  he  is  doing  so.    I  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  this  historical  table,  for  a  great  variety  ol 
reasons.    The  leader  of  the  Opposition,  for  in- 
stance, took  up  a  great  deal  of  time  with  it,  and 
the  Premier  referred  to  it  for  half  an  hour.  Sir, 
it  is  merely  a  waste  of  time  to  hold  post-mortem 
examinations  over  the  finance  of  twenty-five 
years  ago.    What  can  it  matter  to  us  now,  at 
the  present  time,  whether  the  finance  of  1871 
was  correct  or  incorrect  ?    It  is  simply  the  old 
red-herring  drawn  across  the  scent  of  the  finance 
of  the  present  day,  to  lead  a  number  of  mem- 
bers to  speak  for  a  long  time  on  historical 
finance  when  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said 
on  the  finance  of  the  present  day.    I  do  not, 
therefore,  propose  to   go  into   it,  except   to 
recognise  tnat  we   are  now  in  a  much  more 
prosperous   position   than    we    were    in   pre- 
viously— that  is,  between  the  years  1870  and 
and  1880.    I  think  all  sides  of  the  House  must, 
recognise  that.    And  it  is  not  that  the  present 
Government  is  responsible  for  it,  and  the  credit 
for  it  must  not  solely  belong  to  them.    It  is  on 
general  grounds — the  rise  in  frozen  meat,  the 
rise  in  the  dairy  industry,  the  fall  in  the  valae 
of  money,  the  immense  amount  of  loan-money 
that  has  been  coming  into  the  colony — ^all  these 
things  have  tended  to  put  us  in  a  more  pro- 
sperous condition — a  condition  in  which  onr 
finances  are  buoyant,  and  in  which  we  are 
able  to  save   a  certain  amount  for  a   rainy 
day,  and  to  transfer  a  little  to  public  worb. 
All  this  is  not  a  question  of  Governments :  it 
is  simply  a  question  of  the  progress  of  the 
colony.    And  every  Government  that  happened 
to  be  for  the  time  being  upon  those  benches 
would,  I  feel  sure,  have  done  all  they  could  to 
assist  that  progress.    For  instance,  we  have 
had  Inspectors  of  Dairies  appointed,  we  have 
had  cool-8tora|^e  given  free,  we  have  had  dairy- 
schools  established,  we  have  had  assistance  to 
frozen  meat.    We  have  had,  in  fact,  a  whole 
army  of  experts  to  assist  the  indugtries  of  the 
colony  in  every  way.    That  is  a  very  proper 
thing  for  the  Government  to  have  done ;  bat 
they  have  come  in  on  a  flowing  tide.    And  we 
ought  also  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
fact  that,  as  far  as  finance  goes,  we  are  in 
a  very  much  better  position  than  the  coun- 
try was  in  between  the  years  1870  and  1880. 
However  inaccurate  the  figures  of  the  historical 
table  may  be,  and  however  misleading  the  sur- 
pluses and  deficits  may  be,  it  is  a  solid  fact 
that  in  1888  a  sum  of  £1,882,000  of  deficit  had 
to  be  funded,  and  that  it  had  to  be  added  to 
the  national  debt ;  and  it  is  an  equally  inoon- 
trovertible  fact  that  since  1891,  instead  of  add- 
ing to  our  national  debt  by  funding  deficits, 
we  have  transferred  £1,800,000  to  the  Publia 
Works  Fund  from  our  surpluses.     That  is  a 
fact  that  cannot  be  gainsaid.    It  shows  that 
the  present  position  of  the  oolony  is  stroiig«. 
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and  that  it  is  muoh  Btrongez  than  it  was  be- 
tween 1870  and  1880.  It  does  not  for  a  mo- 
ment show  that  the  Treasurers  of  those  days 
did  not  do  their  best  under  the  circumstanoes. 
It  is  an  easy  thing  for  a  Treasurer  to  do,  with 
an  elastic  revenae  which  is  always  increasing, 
to  be  able  to  show  surpluses,  and  it  is  not  a 
matter  to  be  boasted  about.  It  is  simply 
owing  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  colony. 
I  now  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the 
Financial  Statement  generally  and  the  esti- 
mates, not  so  much  with  the  desire  of  finding 
fault  as  with  the  intention  of  pointing  out 
some  matters  in  which  the  Statement  might 
be  improved  and  our  finances  generally  put  on 
a  more  firm  footing.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
estimates  of  receipts  and  expenditure.  It  is 
almost  a  scandal  now  the  way  the  estimates 
are  prepared :  they  are  habitually  underesti- 
mated, simply  with  the  desire  of  producing  a 
greater  apparent  surplus.  What  do  we  find  as 
regards  the  estimates  of  last  year  ?  That  there 
was  not  a  single  department  that  was  less  than 
the  estimates;  they  were  aU  oyer  the  est!-* 
mates,  and  the  total  came  to  £286,000.  It 
must  be  recollected  at  the  same  time  that 
when  this  Statement  was  brought  forward,  and 
the  estimates  were  made,  half  the  financial 
year  had  passed.  There  was  absolutely  no  ex- 
cuse for  any  one  to  make  mistakes  to  the  extent 
of  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  in  the  estimates 
of  our  revenue.  The  Customs  were  underesti- 
mated by  £55,000,  the  Stamps  by  £59,000,  and 
the  Railways  by  £95,000.  Sir,  either  it  was  that 
the  Minister  for  Railways  knew  nothing  about 
his  department^whioh  I  do  not  believe — or  he 
did  it  deliberately,  simply  m  order  to  swell  the 
BUi^lus.  The  estimates  for  this  year  are,  I 
believe,  even  worse.  If  we  look  at  the  state- 
ment of  estimated  revenue  for  this  year  we  find 
that  In  nearly  every  class  again  we  are  told 
there  will  be  a  decrease.  I  would  like  to  lay  a 
wager ' 

Hon.  Members. — Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  sorry.  Sir,  if  1 
offended  the  moral  sense  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea ;  but,  if  it  were  not  illegal,  I 
would  be  prepfiured  to  lay  a  wager  in  a  small  sum 
that  there  wul  be  only  one  department  in  which 
there  will  be  a  decrease  next  year— the  terri- 
torial revenue  ;  and  that,  instead  of  there  being 
a  decrease  in  the  Customs,  there  will  be  an 
increase  of  £25,000  to  £90,000 ;  instead  of  there 
being  a  decrease  in  the  Railways,  there  will  be 
an  increase  of  about  £80,000.  I  am  not  pro- 
phesying these  things  wil^y,  because  we  have  a 
good  deal  of  evidence  to  go  on  already.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  question  of  Customs.  Any  one 
who  will  read  the  previous  Statements  will  see 
that  our  Customs  revenue  has  been  going  up 
steadily  year  by  year,  in  proportion  to  our  popu- 
lation; and  if  we  look  at  the  last  quarterly 
returns,  for  June,  we  find  that  the  increase  of 
the  Customs  in  excess  over  the  previous  quarter 
was  £7,063.  That  is  only  for  one  quarter; 
and  yet  we  are  told  that  for  four  quarters 
there  will  be  a  decrease.  Sir,  the  thing 
is  perfectly  absurd,  and  is  really  a  trick 
not  worthy  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  this 


colony.  Now,  take  the  railways.  We  are  told, 
marvellous  to  relate,  that  there  will  be  a  de- 
crease in  the  railway  revenue — a  loss  of  £573 ; 
add  we  are  told  also  that,  in  order  to  cope  with 
the  increasing  traffic,  we  want  £200,000  for 
rolling-stock;  and  we  find  that  every  Traffic 
Manager  tells  us  that  the  railway  traffic  is 
going  to  be  increased,  while  the  estimate  is 
put  down  at  £570  decrease.  We  may  look  to 
the  quarterly  returns  of  the  railways  as  given, 
and  do  we  find  a  decrease  in  the  first  quarter  f 
Not  at  all.  We  find  an  actual  increase  for  the 
one  quarter  of  £20,000,  which  will  mean  at  the 
end  of  the  year  something  like  over  £80,000  for 
the  year.  Surely  it  is  the  merest,  thinnest, 
hollowest  trick  to  say  that  the  revenue 
from  the  railways  is  going  to  decrease. 
And  this  is  a  matter  in  which  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  may  very  well  take  a  lesson 
from  the  Statements  of  previous  years.  It  is  a 
trick  that  has  grown  up  since  1890.  In  pre- 
vious years  the  practice  was  rather  the  other 
way,' but  now  it  is  the  deliberate  practice  to 
underestimate  our  revenues,  simply  in  order 
to  come  out  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  a 
flourish  of  trumpets — to  say,  **  See  what  a 
good  boy  am  I :  I  have  got  more  revenue  than 
the  estimate.  See  how  the  Government  is  in- 
creasing the  prosperity  of  the  colony."  It  is  a 
trick  which  every  one  can  see  through,  and  it 
shou]d  not  be  tolerated  on  the  part  of  any 
Treasurer,  even  though  he  might  be  an  "un- 
sophisticated plodder."  It  is  very  thin  plot, 
and  I  might  say  that  any  one  who  can  prac- 
tise it  vear  by  year  must  be  either  unsopnisti- 
cated  himself,  or  else  he  must  recognise  that 
the  House  is  very  ignorant  of  financial  matters. 
With  regard  to  the  surplus,  it  of  course  de- 

rnds  entirely  on  what  you  call  a  **  surplus." 
will  not  go  through  the  various  inter- 
pretations of  it.  We  have  been  told  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  the  deficits 
of  the  previous  years  have  all  really  been 
surpluses,  and  that  the  surpluses  of  the  last 
few  years  have  really  been  deficits ;  and  it 
must  be  very  confusing  for  any  outsider  read- 
ing the  parliamentary  debates  to  get  at  the 
real  truth  of  the  matter.  Now,  Sir,  if  we  look 
at  our  revenue  account  for  the  year,  it  must  be 
apparent  to  any  one  that  there  are  a  large 
number  of  items  which  ought  not  to  go  into 
the  year's  account.  If  we  are  to  consider  that 
a  surplus  means  the  excess  of  revenue  over 
expenditure  on  the  ordinary  operations  of  the 
vear,  we  must  cut  out  a  great  many  of  those 
items,  and  I  propose  to  show  what  should 
be  cut  out.  The  amount  brought  forward — 
£354,286  —  should  certainly  be  cut  out,  be- 
cause it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  operations 
of  this  year.  Then,  again,  there  are  the  cash 
and  deferred- payment  land- sales  —  £92,578. 
Sir,  these  are  not  properly  credited  to  revenue. 
Take,  for  instance,  this  question :  We  borrow 
money  to  buy  land ;  we  sell  some  of  that  land, 
and  the  cadi  goes  into  the  revenue  of  the 
colony.  It  is  simply  an  indirect  way  of  saying 
we  borrow  money  to  put  into  our  revenue ;  and 
these  cash  and  deferred-payment  land-sales  are 
improperly  considered  as  revenue.    Then  we 
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take  reoeipta  in  aid  and  debentures  issaed 
under  '*  The  Consolidated  Stock  Act,  1884  "— 
JBG9,600.  I  think,  with  the  exception  of  the  local 
bodies*  sinking  funds  debentures— £23,000— 
these  are  properly  considered  revenue,  because 
the  aim  and  intent  of  the  Consolidated  Stock 
Act  of  1884  Was  to  do  away  practically  with  the 
sinking  funds  of  this  colony.  It  was  a  very 
roundabout  way  to  do  it,  bat  it  did  away  with 
linking  funds,  and  we  should  now  recognise  the 
fact  that  our  finance  is  carried  on  without 
sinking  funds ;  and  therefore  this  entry,  so  fax 
as  the  ordinary  loans  to  the  colony  are  con- 
^3erned,  is  merely  a  cross- entry  to  the  sinking 
fund  which  is  included  under  the  heading 
**  Interest  and  sinking  fund  "  in  the  expendi- 
ture account.  But,  in  so  far  as  that  £69,000  is. 
composed  of  the  debentures  issued  against  the 
local  bodies*  sinking  funds,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  a  fair  entry.  I  do  not  want  to  rake  up  the 
local  bodies*  sinking  funds  again.  We  know 
very  well  that  it  is  illegal  to  issue  such  de- 
bentures; it  was  nothing  more  than  an  evasion 
of  the  law  at  any  time.  We  should  certainly 
eliminate  the  £23,000  debentures  which  were 
issued  against  the  sinking  funds  of  the  Go- 
vernment loans  to  local  bodies.  Take,  again, 
the  £22,000  recovered  from  the  Government 
Advances  to  Settlers  Office.  That  is  clearly 
a  windfall,  so  far  as  this  year  is  concerned; 
and,  if  we  are  going  to  get  a  correct  balance- 
sheet  of  this  year,  we  must  eliminate  that. 
Of  course  there  are  several  cross- entries,  par- 
ticularly the  repayment  of  the  advance  to 
Public  Works  Fund  of  £50.000.  That  is  a 
very  peculiar  transaction,  though  I  do  not 
think  there  is  anything  wrong  in  it.  It  is 
not  fully  shown  in  our  accounts,  however.  It 
appears  that  this  sum  of  £50,000  was  paid 
over  to  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  was 
repaid  into  "  unauthorised  "  Consolidated 
Pund;  but  any  one  who  looks  up  the  Un- 
authorised Account  of  this  year  will  find 
that  there  is  only  one  entry  relating  to  the 
matter.  There  is  no  entry  at  all  of  the  pay- 
ment into  "  Unauthorised  " ;  and  the  fault  of  our 
"  Unauthorised  '*  table  is  that  receipts  are  not 
shown.  However,  I  do  not  want  to  get  ofi  the 
track  at  present.  Taking  the  expenditure  side 
of  the  account,  it  is  clear  that  the  amount 
transferred  to  the  Public  Works  Fund— £300,000 
— should  be  eliminated  if  we  are  going  to  give 
the  true  surplus,  because  that  amount  was 
transferred  out  of  the  accumulated  surplus  of 
last  year.  You  will  find  in  the  Financial 
Statement  it  is  not  transferred  out  of  the 
revenue  of  this  year — it  is  transferred  out  of 
the  amount  brought  forward  from  the  surplus 
of  last  year.  To  prove  it :  If  there  had  been 
no  surplus  last  year,  no  amount  would  have 
been  transferred  to  the  Public  Works  Fund. 
Then,  again,  the  cyanide  payment— £10 ,000— 
was  an  extraordinary  payment.  So,  if  you 
draw  up  the  balance-sheet  eliminating  all  the 
items  I  have  mentioned^ I  believe  I  have 
mentioned  every  item  that  in  any  reasonable 
system  ought  to  be  eliminated — you  will  find 
-the  result  is  that  the  revenue  is  £4,895,051,  and 
the  expenditure  £4,555,771,  which  will  leave  a 
Mr,  Montgomery 


eurploB  for  the  year  of  £839,280.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  balance-sheet,  eliminating  all  items 
not  coming  within  an  annual-expenses  account, 
and  cross-entries,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  net  results  of  the  year  :— 

Receipts. 
Ordinary  reyenue        ..  £4,724,833 

Territorial  revenue     . .      £263 ,  296 
Less  cash    and   de* 
ferred   -    payment 
land-sales  ..  92,578 

170,718 


Total     .. 

Expenditure. 
Permanent   appropria- 
tions ..  ..£2,112,216 
Annual  appropriations    2,490,155 

4,602,371 


4,895,051 


Less  sinking  fund  on 

Government  loans, 

>      £69,600- £23,000, 

local  bodies'  loans 


Surplus 


46,600 


4,565,771 
£339,280 


Items  omitted:  Revenues  from  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office,  £22,000;  sinking  funds  set 
free,  and  corresponding  cross-entry  ;  advances 
and  repayment  to  Public  Works  Fund,  £50,000 ; 
transfer  to  Public  Works  Fund,  £300,000; 
cyanide  payment,  £10,000.  £46,600,  deben- 
tures against  sinking  fund  increases,  have 
been  omitted  from  both  sides,  as  a  cross-entry. 
This  is  treating  the  Government  loans  as  if 
they  had  no  sinking  fund,  but  omitting  the 
debentures  against  tiie  local  bodies'  sinking 
funds  as  improperly  credited  to  revenue.  Now, 
I  submit  that  any  one  who  examines  these 
figures  will  admit  that  I  have  out  oat  all 
the  amounts  which  do  not  belong  to  the  year 
proper,  and  that  there  is  nothing 'which  cannot 
be  called  ordinary  revenue,  and  that  the  result 
it  shows  for  the  year,  a  surplus  of  £339,280,  is 
a  matter  on  which  we  may  congratulate  oor- 
selves.  It  means  we  are  now  raising  in 
revenue  £339,280  more  than  we  actually  re- 
quire for  expenditure  in  the  colony  under  the 
Consolidated  Fund.  To  put  it  in  another  form, 
it  means  that  if  we  only  raised  sufficient  reve- 
nue for  our  expenditure  we  would  be  paying  in 
taxation  about  9s.  a  head  less  than  we  are 
paying  at  the  present  time,  which  would  bring 
our  tflkxation  lower  down  than  it  has  been  for 
the  last  twenty-five  yean.  There  are  some 
who  say  that  we  should  not  raise  this  addi- 
tional revenue,  and  that  we  should  lower  the 
taxation.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  hold  that 
opinion,  because  every  one  of  us  must  recognise 
that  our  public -works  expenditure  is  only 
partly  reproductive.  For  instance,  no  one  sap- 
posep  that  the  Otago  Central  Railway-line  is 
going  to  pay  interest.  No  one  supposes  that  the 
Midland  Bailway-line  is  going  to  pay  interest. 
As  to  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  line,  I  do 
not  know :  I  cannot  speak  as  to  that. 
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An  Hod.  Msmbeb.— Hopeless. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— WeU.  I  have  been 
over  these  other  lines,  and  I  feel  convinced  they 

g  Q  will  not  pay.  We  mast  recognise  that 
a  great  deal  of  oar  revenue  is  non- 
reprodaotive,  and  that  therefore,  unless  some 
sam  were  placed  to  the  Pablio  Works  Fond 
out  of  revenae,  the  charges  for  interest  on  the 
taxpayer  would  year  by  year  become  heavier 
and  heavier.  There  is  no  harm  in  an  expendi- 
ture on  public  works  which  repays  itself.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  expenditure  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act.  That  is  paying  for  itself 
at  a  pretty  handsome  rate  of  interest,  and  is 
not  costing  the  colony  anything.  That  is  a 
policy  of  which  I  thbroughlv  approve,  and  if 
all  our  expenditure  was  on  the  same  footing  I 
would  say,  reduce  our  taxation,  and  not  trans- 
fer anything  to  Public  Works  Account.  But  so 
long  as  a  great  part  of  our  public* works  ex- 

Senditure  is  wasteful,  excessive,  and  non-repro- 
uctive,  the  only  safe  way  of  providing  sinking 
f\md  against  that — the  only  safe  way  of  pre- 
venting the  taxpayers  from  being  called  apon 
to  bear  an  increased  amount  of  interest — is  to 
transfer  a  certain  amount  every  year  from  the 
consolidated  revenue.  That  is  the  surest  sinking 
fund  we  can  have.  In  the  old  days  that  was  done 
in  the  shape  of  a  sinking  fund  on  loans ;  but  I 
am  now  no  believer  in  the  sinking  fund.  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  Treasurer  in  the  future 
will  be  any  better  than  our  present  Treasurer. 
I  believe  they  will  all  succumb  to  the  tempta- 
tion of  seizing  any  sinking  fund  we  set  up. 
The  only  practical  way  to  set  up  a  sinking 
fund  is  to  spend  it  as  we  set  it  aside  on  public 
works.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  some  notes  here  upon 
loan-conversion.  I  may  remark  that  in  the 
Statement  a  good  deal  is  said  about  conver- 
sions. But  will  any  one  who  reads  the  State- 
ment imagine  that  the  issuing  of  debentures 
against  sinking  funds  was  an  advantage  to 
any  particular  Qovemment — that,  for  instance, 
the  fact  that  we  issued  £268,200,  I  think,  in 
1889,  was  any  greater  advantage  to  that  Qo- 
vemment than  the  issuing  of  J^9,000  is  at  the 
f  resent  time  ?  I  say  it  does  not  matter  at  all. 
t  is  no  advantage  to  any  Government  whether 
they  now  issue  £10,000  or  £10,000,000  of  deben- 
tures against  sinking  fund,  because  it  is  simply 
a  cross-entry.  Before  1886,  it  is  true,  the  entry 
was  only  on  one  side. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— 1884. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Yes,  it  was  1884 ;  but 
directly  you  adopt  the  system  of  issuing  deben- 
tures against  your  sinkiog  fund  it  does  not 
matter  how  much  your  debentures  are,  because 
It  is  merely  a  cross-entry,  and  it  is  simply  a  de- 
lusion and  a  snare  to  draw  a  comparison  from 
year  to  year  of  the  less  amount  of  debentures 
you  are  issuing,  because  it  does  not  make  the 
very  slightest  difference  to  the  Government  of 
the  day,  and  that  table  showing  the  amounts 
in  aid  of  revenue,  as  it  is  called,  is  purely  mis- 
leading on  that  account.  For  my  pMrt,  I  believe 
all  our  oonversion  operations  have  been  very 
much  to  the  harm  of  the  colony,  and  I  think  if 
we  had  never  passed  that  Conversion  Act  we 
vrould  be  in  a  very  much  better  position  than 


we  are  in  now.  The  aim  of  the  Conversion  Act 
of  1884  was  twofold :  first,  to  get  rid  of  the 
necessity  of  setting  aside  a  sinking  fund, 
and,  secondly,  to  **  collar  "  the  sinking  funds 
that  had  already  been  set  aside.  Bach  of 
them  was  equally  available  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  of  the  day.  We  have  profited  con- 
siderably by  their  legislation.  Since  1891  ther& 
has  been  over  half  a  million  of  sinking  fund 
paid  to  the  Public  Works  Fund  by  oonversion 
operations,  and  that  has  been  really  the  reason 
for  our  conversions.  There  have  been  cases  of 
loan-conversions  where  the  sinking  fund^  was 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  loan,  and  the  net 
result  has  always  been  to  greatly  increase  our 
debt. 

Mr.  WARD. — ^In  how  many  cases  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  speaking  of  one. 
I  dare  say  the  honourable  member  knows  it.  I 
will  give  an  instance  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  1892.  There  were  £589,600  deben- 
tures converted.  The  sinking  fund  on  those 
was  rather  more  than  half— £316,522.  Th» 
net  debt  was  £278,000.  The  result  was  that 
the  conversion  took  place.  The  net  debt  waa 
£622,000,  an  increase  of  £316,000.  That  is  an 
example  of  our  conversion  operations. 

Mr.  WARD. — What  was  the  saving  in  in-  . 
terest  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — The  saving  in  in- 
terest in  the  period  no  doubt  was  something ; 
but  if  you  take  into  account  the  interest  you 
have  to  pay  on  the  sinking  fund  which  was  paid 
into  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  became  an  in- 
crease* in  the  debt,  you  will  find  there  was  very 
little  saving  in  interest  at  all.  And  you  have 
to  recollect,  too,  that  our  loans  are  increased. 
These  conversion  operations  save  interest  for 
the  time  being.  It  is  a  new  way  to  pay  old 
debts.  But  they  simply  relieve  the  Treasurer 
for  the  time  being,  because  they  increase  the 
amount  of  our  debt  without  the  authority  of 
Parliament.  I  hold  that  our  conversion  opera- 
tions have  been  mainly  inspired  simply  in  order 
to  grab  the  sinking  funds.  I  am  not  speaking 
of  this  Government  in  particular.  It  is  true 
they  have  thus  acquired  over  half  a  million 
of  sinking  funds,  but  other  Governments  have 
done  the  same.  I  blame  the  Stout-Vogel 
Government  in  1884  for  bringing  this  Act 
into  force.  It  is  a  most  immoral  Act.  What 
they  should  have  done  was  to  say  that  th» 
sinking  funds  which  had  accumulated  should 
go  to  pay  off  the  debentures.  That  is  what 
they  make  the  local  bodies  do  at  the  present 
time.  Any  one  who  thinks  the  colony  is  gain- 
ing by  these  conversion  operations  is  under  a 
pure  delusion.  Now,  I  want  to  say  a  word  or 
two  about  our  Post- Office  Savings- Bank.  I 
was  glad  to  see  in  the  Financial  Statement 
that  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  deposits  in  that  bank;  the  amount  of 
deposits  per  head  has  increased  by  about  £4 — 
from  £25  to  £29.  That  is  a  very  satisfactory 
sign  of  the  times,  and  I  am  very  glad  indeed  to 
see  it.  And  no  doubt  that  increase  would  have 
been  much  greater  had  it  not  been  for  the  very 
peculiar  way  in  which  our  Post  Office  deposits 
are  treated.    How  are  they  treated  ?    They  are 
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treated  in  this  way :  The  men  who  deposit  in 
the  PoBt-Offioe  Savings-Bank  are  generally 
poor  men — men  to  whom  we  ebould  give  the 
highest  rate  of  interest  we  can.  What  have  we 
done  ?  Any  one  looking  at  the  Profit  and  Loss 
Aooonnt  of  the  bank  will  see  that  there  is 
carried  to  the  revenue  of  the  colony  £15,000. 
We  are  making  that  amount  out  of  the  Post- 
Office  Savings-Bank.  And  while  we  are  making 
that  amount  out  of  it  we  have  reduced  the  rate 
of  interest  down  to  2}  per  cent,  on  loans  be- 
tween £200  and  £500.  We  need  not  talk  much 
About  introducing  usury  Bills  after  that.  Then 
take  the  Consols  Account-s-the  pet  account  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Awarua.  That  does 
not  only  pay  interest  at  2}  per  cent.  The  in- 
terest on  the  Consols  Account,  if  I  mistake  not, 
is  3}  per  cent.  And  that  is  not  limited  to 
advances  up  to  £500.  Why,  I  believe  there 
was  an  advance  of  £150,000  in  that  Consols 
Account  for  which  they  got  S^  per  cent. 

An  Hon.  MsHBSB.-^And  paid  4  per  cent. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— And  it  is  a  curious 
thing  that  our  small  depositors  ore  to  get 
2J  per  cent.,  but  that  banks  and  companies  can 
deposit  £150,000  at  a  time  and  get  3^  per  cent. 
Surely  that  is  a  wrong  principle  in  our  Savings- 
Bank.  Surely  we  should  not  make  any  money 
out  of  it.  We  should  give  all  the  interest  we 
can  pay  to  those  who  make  small  deposits ;  and, 
as  for  the  Consols  Account,  the  sooner  it  is 
done  away  with  the  better.  The  Colonial 
Bank  has  amalgamated  with  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  There  is  no  need  for  it,  and  the 
eooner  it  is  abolished  the  better.  There  was 
£58,000  invested  last  year  by  the  public.  I  do 
not  know  who  the  public  were;  they  may 
have  been  one  bank  for  all  we  know.  There 
.  was  £158,000  invested  in  previous  years.  The 
amount  is  going  steadily  down.  I  wish  to  say 
a  few  words  about  this  loan— this  annual 
£500,000.  I  admit  we  cannot  do  altogether 
without  borrowing,  and  I  am  sorry  to  see  that 
no  attempt  is  being  made  to  reduce  our  public- 
works  expenditure.  We  cure  now  in  prosperous 
times,  and  now  surely  is  the  time  when  we 
ought  to  be  more  careful  than  before.  I  do  not 
want  to  preach  to  the  House  about  economy. 
I  will  just  quote  what  has  been  previously  said 
by  a  prominent  member  of  this  House, — 

<*I  have,  however,  a  word  of  caution  and 
warning  to  give— namely,  that  we  must  not 
4>ecause  we  are  now  enjoying  fairly  prosperous 
times  rush  into  a  lavish  and  increased  expendi- 
ture, and  suddenly  become  oblivious  of  past 
depression  and  financial  difficulties.  The  les- 
sons taught  by  past  extravagance  followed  by 
hard  times  should  not  be  forgotten.'* 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Who  was  that  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— That  was  the  Pre- 
mier in  his  penitent  moments. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — They  did  not  last  long. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— No,  they  did  not 
last  long ;  but  you  will  soon  see  the  echo  of  this 
ill  the  Financial  Statemeut  this  year.  We 
hear  it  every  year,  but  later  on  we  find  the 
votes  for  roads  and  bridges  have  been  steadily 
increasing.  Last  year  we  spent  over  half  a 
million  on  roads  and  bridges. 
Mr.  Montgomery 


An  Hon.  Msmbxb. — Down  in  your  district? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— No  ;  there  is  not  a 
road  on  which  a  single  penny  was  spent  in  my 
district  last  year. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — What  a  shame  I 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Yes,  it  was  a  shame. 

Mr.  WARD. — You  got  it  out  of  preyiooe 
Administrations. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— There  has  been  only 
£800  spent  on  roads  in  the  EUesmere  district 
sinoe  I  have  been  a  member. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — The  whole  country  is  a 
road. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  -  The  honourable 
member  has  not  been  there.  If  the  roads  on 
the  Peninsula  were  kept  up  by  the  Goveni- 
ment  as  the  West  Coast  Uoad  is  kept  we  should 
have  some  reason  to  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— That  is  a  road  worth 
talking  about. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— We  know  the  sentt- 
ments  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Grey.  He  wants  a  five- million  loan.  Over 
on  the  West  Coast  politics  are  very  simple. 
Every  member  there  has  got  to  go  for  a  loan. 
Whether  he  is  of  Liberal  or  Conservative  prin- 
ciples it  does  not  much  matter,  but  the  mem- 
ber who  gets  money  for  his  district  Is  the 
member  who  gets  in — more*B  the  pity.  It  is 
rather  difficult  to  understand  these  advanoes 
which  are  to  be  made  from  consolidated 
revenue  to  public  works,  as  shown  in  the  State-  • 
ment.  We  have  it  stated  in  one  plaoe  that 
£850,000  is  proposed  to  be  transferred,  and  in 
another  £425,000.  Now,  this  is  very  oonf  oaing, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  state  straight 
out  that  it  is  proposed  to  transfer  £425,000. 
But  even  then  we  get  into  great  oonfusion. 
For  instance,  this  vote  for  the  library  appeared 
last  year  on  the  Consolidated  Fund  estimates — 
£7,000.  This  year  the  remainder  of  it  is  to 
appear  in  the  public-works  estimates.  Why 
this  change?  If  we  are  going  to  make  the 
library  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  money, 
let  us  put  it  in  the  Consolidated  Fund  esti- 
mates, and  not  have  any  one  who  wants  to 
ascertain  what  is  spent  on  the  libraiy  find  fai 
the  one  estimates  £7,000,  and  in  an  entirely 
difierent  set  of  estimates  the  remainder,  what- 
ever it  may  be— £20,000  or  £80,000.  Now,  Sir, 
I  have  not  time  to  go  into  the  question  of 
borrowing  as  I  would  like  to.  Perhaps  I  wiU 
have  an  opportuni^  of  doing  so  on  the  pubUo- 
works  estimates.  I  will  only  say  that  it  in- 
troduces an  artificial  stimulant  into  the 
country,  and  sooner  or  later  some  one  has 
to  "pay  the  piper"  for  this  borrowing — that 
year  by  year  we  are  increasing  our  interest, 
and  a  good  deal  of  it  on  works  which  are  not 
reproductive.  And  the  worst  of  it,  to  my  mind, 
is  this :  that  in  our  borrowing,  and  in  our  ex- 
penditure of  public  money,  the  House  has  really 
no  say  in  the  matter.  I  do  not  so  much  com- 
plain of  the  borrowing  which  we  haye  been 
going  in  for  as  of  the  way  in  which  the  money 
is  spent,  and  not  so  much  of  the  way  in 
which  the  money  is  spent  as  of  the  want  of 
control  by  House  over  the  eznenditure  of  our 
moneys.    That  is,  to  my  mind,  the  great  Uot 
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on  fehe  administration  of  this  ooontry — ^tha  taot 
that  the  Ministry  are  trying  day  by  day  to  take 
oat  of  the  power  of  the  House  its  oontrol  of  the 
money  altogether.  Any  one  who  reads  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  407  will  see  that  *'  all  aids  and 
sopplies  and  aids  to  Her  Majesty  are  the  sole 
sift  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  it 
IS  the  undoubted  sole  right  of  the  House 
of  Bepzesentatives  to  direct,  limit,  and  ap- 
point in  such  Bills  the  ends,  purposes,  oon- 
^erations,  oonditions,  limitations,  and  quali- 
fications of  such  grants."  Now,  Sir,  one 
would  almost  imagine  that  was  the  height  of 
sarcasm  when  we  read  a  Standing  Order  a  little 
further  on  which  points  out  that  no  Bill  afiect- 
ing  money  whatever  can  be  introduced  without 
^e  consent  of  the  Ministry — without  the  con- 
sent, I  beg  pardon,  of  the  Grown.  We  will  say 
-the  consent  of  the  Governor  in  Council — and 
we  know  who  the  Governor  in  Council  is.  The 
Premier  has  told  us  that  the  Governor  in  Coun- 
oil  is  himself — in  a  fine  imitation  of  Louis  XIV., 
who  declared,  "  L'itat  c*est  moi  "— **  I  am  the 
State."  The  Premier  now  tells  ub,  "  I  am  the 
Governor  in  Council,"  and  we  may  therefore 
say  that  no  Bill  affecting  money  can  be  intro- 
duced without  the  consent  of  the  Treasurer 
ior  the  time  beiDg.  And  that  is  the  oon- 
trol of  the  House  over  our  public  moneys. 
Take  our  estimates  :  we  cannot  put  an  in- 
orease  on  them.  The  whole  House  may  want  it, 
the  whole  House  may  think  it  fair,  but  nothing 
can  be  done.  For  instance,  while  we  find  that 
a  Bum  of  £1,169  has  been  paid  as  costs  in  the 
Horowhenua  case  — the  costs  of  the  Public 
Trustee,  which  have  been  paid  out  of  "  Un- 
authorised " — ^not  one  of  us.  Sir,  can  introduce 
an  item  on  the  estimates  to  pay  the  costs  of 
ihe  Bucoesaful  claimant  who  got  costs  against 
the  Public  Trustee ;  and  yet,  Sir,  they  are  costs 
which  ought  to  be  paid.  We  recognise  it  is  a 
public  scandal  that  these  costs  are  not  paid, 
but  we  can  do  nothing.  We  cannot  move  to 
insert  an  item:  we  cannot  bring  down  esti- 
mates ;  we  can  do  nothing  without  the  consent 
of  the  Crown.  Take,  again,  this  question  of 
permanent  votes.  Honourable  members  will 
remember  that  last  year  some  members  wanted 
4o  discuss  on  the  question  of  the  Council  esti- 
mates the  appointment  of  the  new  Councillors 
— very  bad  appointments  too.  You,  Sir,  ruled 
that  the  Committee  were  confined  to  dealing 
with  the  annual  grants,  and  not  the  permanent 
4pnmt8.  We  could  not  even  discuss  the  Legis- 
lative Council ;  we  could  not  vote  to  strike  off 
a  single  vote.  That  is  the  control  the  House 
has  of  public  money.  Honourable  members 
will,  too,  recollect  that  in  1895  a  Land-tax  Act 
was  introduced  by  the  then  Colonial  Treasurer, 
.and  an  attempt  was  made  to  make  it  a  per- 
manent tax.  An  attenipt  was  made  to  take  it 
out  of  the  power  of  the  Mouse  to  say  how  much 
the  land-tax  should  be. 

Mr.  WARD.— It  was  to  fix  the  date  of 
oolleotion. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— It  was  to  fix  the  date 
•of  oolleotion,  and  also  the  amount  permanently. 
I  remember  this  particularly  well,  because  I 
-was  instrumental  in  stopping  it  from  going 


through  the  House.  I  have  never  voted  for  it 
being  a  permanent  tax,  and  I  never  shall.  I 
am  not  in  favour  of  introducing  any  permanent 
Acts  which  take  the  control  of  the  public 
money  out  of  the  hands  of  Parliament.  Take 
the  old-age-nensions  question — ^and,  by  the 
way,  I  shoula  like  to  remark  that  it  seems  a 
very  peculiar  position  to  take  up,  that  £100,000 
of  surplus  should  be  devoted  to  an  old-age* 
pension  fund.  That  fund  should  come,  if  it 
should  come  from  anywhere,  from  the  revenue 
for  the  year— not  from  the  accumulated  sur- 
plus of  past  years  any  more  than  from  loan- 
money.  We  should  so  arrange  our  revenue 
and  expenditure  that  the  revenue  shall  in- 
clude expenditure  on  the  old-age  pensions. 
But  this  is  to  be  made  a  permanent  expense ; 
and  why  ?  So  as  to  prevent  the  House  raising 
or  lowering  the  amount  of  the  pension— that  is 
to  say,  taking  from  the  House  all  control  of  old- 
age  pensions.  No  member  can  introduce  a 
Bill  dealing  with  them  ;  he  must  get  the  oon- 
sent  of  the  Crown.  It  means  putting  more 
and  more  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Ministry. 
Year  by  year  and  day  by  day  they  are  getting 
more  oontrol  of  the  public  money  ;  and  I  say  it 
is  a  matter  the  House  should  wake  up  to,  and  it 
must  do  so  sooner  or  later.  Then,  there  is  the 
Aid  to  Public  Works  and  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act  of  1896.  I  moved  a  new  clause — 
that  the  Minister  should,  within  ten  days  after 
the  opening  of  Parliament,  lay  estimates  of  tiie 
cost  of  works  under  the  Lands  Improvement  Ao- 
oount  before  the  House.  The  excuse  given  for 
not  bringing  down  the  Public  Works  Statement 
is  that  they  have  no  assured  finance;  but 
under  the  Lands  Improvement  Account  there 
is  a  definite  sum  of  £225,000.  What  was  the 
reason,  therefore,  for  not  bringing  down  esti- 
mates under  this  Act  three  months  after  the 
end  of  the  financial  year?  The  reason,  we 
all  know,  was  the  good  old  reason  that  it  is 
not  desirable  to  eat  the  bunch  of  carrots  too 
early  in  the  session.  It  was  not  stated  by  the 
Minister  in  so  many  words,  but  they  voted 
against  it  just  in  the  same  way  as  against  the 
clause  proposing  that  all  money  from  the  sale 
of  Native  lands  purchased  out  of  loan  should 
go  into  the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  not  into 
revenue.  There  was  a  schedule  in  this  Aid  to 
Public  Works  Bill— oh  1 1  wish  they  would  call 
it  a  loan  straight  out— of  1896,  and  the  schedule 
was  like  the  law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians — 
li|ce  oast-iron ;  we  could  not  alter  it.  The  idea 
of  the  House  having  the  right  to  direct,  limit, 
and  appoint  the  ends,  purposes,  and  considera- 
tions of  our  money  I  When  we  were  in  Com- 
mittee on  this  schedule  we  could  not  touch  it. 
You  could  not  touch  the  schedule  at  all.  I 
think,  if  there  is  a  reform  that  is  needed  in  the 
future  it  is  a  reform  in  the  system  of  dealing 
with  our  public  money.  I  myself  see  no  reason 
why  our  public-works  estimates  should  not 
oome  down  at  the  same  time  as  the  Consolidated 
Fund  estimates.  There  is  no  real  reason  for  it, 
and  every  one  knows  it  perfectly  well.  It  is 
perfectly  absurd  that  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment the  Public  Works  Fund  should  be  alluded 
to,  but  that  we  should  have  no  information 
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about  what  has  been  done.    Why  ahoald  we  be 
told  (hat  a  loan  of  £500,000  ia  required  for  pnblio 
works,  and  why  should  we  not  be  told  what 
public  works  it  is  required  for?  Does  any  Road 
Board  go   about  its  work  in  that  way?    A 
Road  Board  decides  upon  the  absolutely  neoes- 
sary  works  for  the  next  year,  and  it  says,  **  We 
will  strike  the   lowest  rate  we  can,"  and  it 
strikes  the  lowest  rate.    They  do  not  say,  "  We 
will  strike  a  penny  or  a  halfpenny  rate  and 
do  what  we  can  out  of  it."    Not  at  all.    They 
make  the  rate  proportionate  to  the  workn  they 
have  to  construct ;  and  that  is  what  we  should 
do.    But  as  long  as  this  colony  accepts  a  system 
of  putting  the  public-works  estimates  off  till 
the  end  of  the  session,  so  long  will  we  have  a 
system  of  political  patronage  which  is  a  public 
scandal.    I  s&y  decidedly  it  is  a  public  scan- 
dal not  only  in  this,  but  in   other  Austral- 
asian colonies.     It  is  that  which  makes  the 
great    difference     between     politics    in    Eng- 
land   and    politics    in    the   colonies.    In  the 
English  Parliament  every  one  is  for  the  State. 
Here,  I  say,  every  one  mostly  is  for  roads  and 
bridges  for  his  particular  locality.    The  politics 
in  this  country  are  made  up — about  one-half  of 
roads  and  bridges,  about  one- fourth  of  class 
feeling,   and  about  one- fourth  of   sentiment ; 
and  the  roads  and  bridges  are  the  main  thing 
— ^the  roads-and- bridges  policy —the  old  policy 
of  loaves  and  fishes — which  was  introduced  I 
do  not  know  how  many  years  ago,  but  which  I 
would  like  to  see  stopped.    I  would  like  to  see 
a  determined  effort  made  by  the  House  to  get 
some  control  over  the  public  money.    I  would 
like  to  see  the  House' insist  on  having  its  public- 
works  estimates  at  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
sion.   If  we  did  that  we  would  have  some  purity 
in  our  politics ;  we  would  have  more  chance  of 
members  voting  as  they  thought  they  should 
vote,  and  they  would  not  be  keeping  back  and 
asking  themselves,  "  Will  the  Minister  give  me 
such-and-such  a  road  or  such-and-such  a  bridge 
in  my  district  ?  '*    There  are  some  honourable 
members  here  who  believe,  and  who  have  good 
reason  to  believe,  that  every  vote  they  give 
against  the  Government  knocks  off  a  road  or 
knocks  off  a  bridge  from  their  district.    Why 
should  that  power  be  allowed  to  be  exercised  ? 
Why  should  we  not  all  have  a  hand  in  carrying 
these  estimates?     Why  should  they  be  kept 
secret  ?    Why  should  they  not  be  reviewed  by 
a  Committee?    Why  should  they  be  brought 
down  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  rushed 
through  at  the  dead  of  night  ?    I  say  it  is  a 
scandal  which   does  not  exist  in  any   other 
country  in  the  world.   I  believe  the  great  cry  of 
the  future  will  be  for  reform  in  our  finance,  and 
I  say  that  some  party  has  got  to  take  it  up,  and 
I  hope  the  Liberal  party  will  take  it  up.    We 
have  gone  very  far  in  legislative  reform  in  this 
country;    we    have   advanced   by    leaps    and 
bounds,  and  I  am  very  proud  to  say  we  have 
done  so.      But  have  we  kept  up  our  adminis- 
trative reform  to  the  same  extent?    Are  we 
proud  of  our  administration  ?    Are  we  proud 
of  our  control  of  the  public  money  ?    I  do  not 
think  so.     I  think  the  Liberal  party  for  the 
future  will  have  to  put  some  new  principle  on 
Mr.  Montgomery 


its  programme.    It  will  not  only  have  to  go  in 
for  advanced  ligislation,  but  it  will  have  to  go 
in  for  some  straightforward  system  of  adminis- 
tration.  It  will  have  to  adopt  far  larger  control 
of  public  money.    It  will  have  to  say  that  the 
old  policy  of  <*  spoils  to  the  victors"  is  a  thing  of 
the  past.      If  it  does  that  I  think  this  party  is 
destined  to  rule  the  country  for  the  next  ten 
years  to  come.     If  it  does  not  do  that  coo 
cannot  tell  what  may  hapj^n.    If  the  Liberal 
part7  ever  goes  to  the  wall  it  cannot  be  because 
of    its  legislation  :    its    legislation    has  been 
accepted  all  round  the  country.    It  will  be 
becaase    of   its  defective  administration— be- 
cause, although  it  has  introduced  reforms  in 
all  departments  of  legislation,  it  has  left  the 
administration  where  it  was  ten,  twenty,  and 
twenty-five  years  ago. 
Q  QQ         Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  Oity).- 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
made    some   valuable   suggestions,  and  given 
utterance  to  several  important  crticisms,  for 
which  I  am  sure  the  House  is  indebted  to  him. 
At  the  same  time  he  devoted  his  first  quarter 
of  an  hour  to  pitting  and  bewailing  the  short- 
comings of  the  Opposition,  and  for  the  follow- 
ing three-quarters  of  an  hour  he  has  been 
bemoaning  the  sins  of  the  Qovernment.    That 
is  a  very  unhappy  state  of  mind  for  so  young  a 
member  to  be  in,  and  I  fear,  before  he  can  be 
of  much  use  in  the  House  he  will  have  to 
choose  some  more  decided  base  of  action.    It 
will  not  do  to  be  simply  a  malcontent,  ever 
finding  fault  with  both  parties.     If  he  is  going 
to  advance  the  business  of  the  country  he  must 
take  up  a  different  attitude.    He  is  evidently 
very  convinced  of  the  shortcomings  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  if  in  earnest  I  think  he  ought 
well  to  consider  whether  it  is  his  duty  to  con- 
tinue to  afford  them  that  support  which  he  so 
unswervingly  extends  to  them.  A  member  whose 
criticism  is  not  indorsed  by  his  vote  soon  loses 
the  respect  of  the  House.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber described  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  as  a  popularity-hunt- 
ing amendment.    That  is  a  little  service  he 
has  rendered  the  Government  which  perhaps 
may  propitiate  the  Premier,  and  prevent  him 
from  being  so  hard  upon  the  young  man  as  he 
might  otherwise  be  for  his  adverse  criticism. 
The  honourable  member  knows  quite  well  that 
it  is  nothing  of  the  sort,  but  that  tne  popularity- 
hunting  was  entirely  on  the  part  of  tiie  Pre- 
mier, who  introduced,  in  making  his  Statement^ 
the  announcement  that  a  number  of  railway 
tradesmen  were  discharged  and  out  of  work, 
and  asked  that  this  debate  should  be  curtailed 
in  order  that  ftmds  might  be  provided  and  these 
men  again  employed ;  the  position  created  ^ 
the  Premier  being  that  every  day  we  discussed 
the  finance  of  the  country  these  men  remained 
idle,  and  trucks  said  to  be  indispensable  for  the 
next  harvest  remained  unbuilt,  and  he  thereby 
interfered  with  and  sought  to  gag  us  in  our 
proper  discussion  of  the  finance  of  the  conntr^f. 
He    deliberately    created   that   position,  and 
put    that    false    issue    before    the   country. 
And  yet  the  honourable  gentleman  who  now 
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daiins  to  oritioise  fairly  and  honestly  prefers, 
under  suoh  oiroumstanoes,  this  unwarranted 
oharge.  The  Premier  thought  he  had  stolen  a 
march  upon  us.  That  these  men  are  idle  is 
due  to  his  unwarranted  delay  in  ooming  to 
this  House  for  money.  It  was  artful,  but  he 
is  not  ffoing  to  use  the  like  to  prevent  us 
from  cntioizing  the  colony's  finances.  The 
position  set  up  was  perhaps  clever,  but  still 
a  false  one,  and  the  Opposition  must  perforce 
remove  it,  and  the  amendment  they  moved 
simply  said  in  effect,  "  We  will  now  give  you 
the  money  necessary  for  this  railway  require- 
ment, and  enable  you  to  at  once  set  these  men  to 
work,  and  then  we  can  debate  the  FinanciiJ 
Statement  dispassionately."  That  was  the 
right  and  constitutional  position,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  should 
not  have  misrepresented  or  voted  against  it. 
Ooming  to  the  Financial  Statement,  I  con- 
gratulate the  Treasurer  upon  the  improve- 
ment in  the  construction  of  the  Statement 
itself  by  again  restoring  it  to  the  lines  of 
former  years,  but  departed  from  by  his  late 
colleagues,  and  so  again  making  i%  simply  a 
statement  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  It 
is  also  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  finance  of 
the  country  is  in  so  good  a  position.  There  are 
ample  reasons,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  showing  that  the  surplus— or  the  balance, 
whichever  he  now  calls  it — is  still  exaggerated ; 
but  there  is  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  say  with 
the  Hon.  the  Treasurer  that  the  finance  of  the 
country  is  strong.  What  I  intend,  however,  is 
to  direct  my  remarks  more  immediately  to  the 
condition  of  the  country,  and  to  what  tUe 
measure  of  prosperity  is  truly  attributable.  As 
the  Statement  sets  out,  we  have  had  two  years  of 
Increasing  revenue,  with  fair  average  years  of 
prosperity.  Butto  what  is  that  due?  The  Hon. 
the  Treasurer  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
more  emphatically  than  in  the  Statement  it- 
self, claimed  for  the  (Government  the  whole 
credit  of  that.  I  think  I  can  show  before  my 
time  is  up  that  it  is  not  owing  to  any  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Oovernment,  but  rather 
despite  such  action,  and  that  it  is  to  other 
causes  altogether  that  any  prosperity  is  due. 
So  far  as  maintaining  a  sound  finance,  I 
think  the  Government,  to  its  credit,  has  learned 
a  lesson  from  the  past  experience  of  Liberal 
Ministries.  The  grievous  financial  disasters 
of  the  Grev  Government,  and  of  that,  more 
recently,  when  Sir  Julius  Vogel  was  last  Oolo- 
nial  Treasurer — Governments  which  both  broke 
down  over  finance— it  seems  have  taught 
Ministers  by  their  experience,  which  we 
can  see  has  had  a  most  salutary  effect. 
Learning  from  the  disasters  of  their  Liberal 
predecessors.  Ministers  have  sought,  although 
sometimes  by  doubtful  resorts,  to  maintain  the 
finances  in  a  safe  condition.  I  have  never 
altogether  disputed  the  balances  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  I  find  that  in  1896  I  then 
admitted  that  he  had  a  genuine  surplus 
of  £48,770,  and  that  up  to  that  date  the 
deficiency  was  nominal.  And  at  the  present 
time  we  all  admit  there  is  a  surplus.  But 
to  proceed,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  pre- 
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vious  speakers,  there  is  this  remark  in  the 
Statement, — 

"  We  have  often  been  taunted  that  we  know 
nothing  of  finance — ^not  even  the  rudiments ; 
but,  although  only  an  unsophisticated  plodder 
in  the  intricate  labyrinth  of  finance,  I  claim  to 
know,  at  any  rate,  how  to  keep  on  the  right 
side  of  the  ledger. *' 

There  is  a  certain  smug  self-satisfaction  in 
that  sort  of  paragraph,  as  there  generally  Is 
whenever  the  Oolonial  Treasurer  can  bepraise 
himself,  and  when  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man so  indulges  he  reminds  one  very  much  of 
a  well-known  hero  of  fiction  of  twentv-five 
years  ago;  I  refer  to  the  worthy  Ohadband. 
The  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  savours  very  much 
of  a  political  Ohadband,  and,. as  he  is  now  a 
P.O.,  the  abbreviations  are  suitable  for  either 
definition.  Now,  so  far  as  the  question  raised 
as  to  a  knowledge  of  the  rudiments  of  finanoe» 
I  wish  to  say  that  too  much  is  made  in  the 
House  of  this,  as  if  there  existed  some  great 
mystery  understood  by  but  a  few  pertaining  to 
finance.  I  am  sure,  Sir,  that  fully  half  the 
members  of  this  House  are  well  ap  in  the 
finances  of  the  colony,  and  I  do  not  hold  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  all  that  there  is 
that  lack  of  knowledge  which  he  suggests.  But 
in  the  case  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
since  he  has  drawn  attention  to  the  point,  I  am 
quite  sure  that,  so  far  as  the  rudiments  of  finanoa 
are  concerned,  the  Treasurer  knows  nothing 
at  all  about  them,  nor  ever  will,  because  the 
first  principle  underlying  finance  is  accuraoy» 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  is  never  accu- 
rate, nor  does  he  value  accuracy ;  and,  since 
that  principle  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all  finance, 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  ever  remain 
unsophisticated.  Turning  to  the  payment  of 
£1,830,000  as  claimed  by  the  Treasurer  out  of 
the  Revenue  Account  during  the  last  few  yean, 
it  is  true  suoh  an  amount  has  been  so  trans- 
ferred, and  it  is  right  that  it  should  be  so.  It 
was  so  contemplated  in  1884  when  the  Act  was 
passed  and  payments  from  revenue  to  the  sink- 
ing funds  ceased.  It  was  then  held  that  in  a 
country  that  was  carrying  out  a  large  scheme 
of  borrowing,  and  that  contemplated  continu- 
ing to  do  so  for  years,  it  was  only  a  farce  to  be 
creating  sinking  funds,  but  instead  it  should, 
whenever  it  had  revenue  to  spare,  aim  to  pro- 
vide an  equivalent  amount  to  a  reasonable 
sinking  fund,  and  invest  in  works  in  the 
country.  In  that,  I  think,  there  was  good 
common-sense.  The  country  has  been  fairly 
prosperous,  and,  as  a  result,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  able  to  contribute  this 
amount,  but  in  so  doing  he  has  only  done  what 
was  originally  intended,  and  what  is  quite 
the  proper  thing  to  do,  seeing  we  are  not  now 
providing  sinking  funds  against  our  large  debts. 
Then,  when  he  boastfully  draws  attention  to 
this  he  must  not  forget  how  hollow  his  case  is, 
since  there  has  been  £1,250,000  borrowed  **  in 
aid  of  revenue  "  from  1892  to  1898;  and  when 
he  tells  us  of  interest  saved  by  these  contribu- 
tions, amounting  to  £46,650,  he  forgets,  or 
ignores  the  fact,  that  there  is  about  equal  in- 
terest on  the  other  side  on  these  borrowlngi» 
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and  when  we  so  put  the  one  side  against  the 
other  there  is  not  much  to  the  benefit  of  the 
working  aocount.  In  connection  with  the  mis- 
leading historic  tables,  I  may  say  they  have 
been  dealt  with  so  fully  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  other  speaken  that  I  need  not 
go  into  that  question.  I  recognise  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  been  well  exposed 
in  reference  to  those  tables  by  previous 
speakers.  It  has  been  shown,  and  the  records 
prove,  that,  with  respect  to  two  years  where 
enormous  deficiencies  are  set  down,  in  one 
of  them  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  had  a  surplus  of 
over  £26,000,  and  in  the  next  a  surplus  of 
£215.000. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— But  in  that  year  he  added 
to  the  permanent  debt  of  the  colony  £1,882,000, 
and  his  surplus  was  simply  loan-money. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  say,  Sir,  that  to  place  on 
record  in  a  State  document  against  the  memory 
of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  such  an  unwarranted 
representation  and  contortion  of  facts  as  has 
been  done  by  the  Ck)lonial  Treasurer  in  his 
Statement  this  year  is  alike  unfair  and  un- 
manly. There  is  no  justification  for  it.  It  may 
serve  some  temporary  purpose,  but  it  is  a  foolish 
proceeding,  emanating  from  a  lack  of  a  due 
sense  of  responsibility  and  the  moral  im- 
portance of  accuracy.  To  proceed:  We  have 
been  accustomed  to  hear  a  deal  about  sur- 
pluses, Sir,  and  before  I  pass  from  them  I  wish 
to  draw  attention  to  another  tabulated  state- 
ment over  surpluses.  In  1895,  Mr.  Ward,  who 
was  then  Colonial  Treasurer,  went  to  London 
to  float  the  million-and-a-half  loan,  and  while 
in  London  he  issued  from  the  Agent-General's 
office  a  document  which  represented  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  loans  of  the  colony,  and  he 
also  gave  a  statement  of  the  surpluses  of  thtf 
«olony,  totalling  £1,803,776.  In  the  statement 
just  referred  to  the  Bight  Hon.  Mr.  Seddon 
l^ives  this  very  differently.  Bringing  the  state- 
ments in  comparison  we  find  it,  then,  given 
as  follows: — 

Seddon.  Ward. 

£  £ 

1891  ..    143,965     143,965 

1892  ..    165,573     195,573 
1898    ..    283,779     483,780 

1894  ..    290,238     550.458 

1895  ..    180,024     480,000 


1,063,579         1,803.776 

There  is  a  difference  of  £740,197  between 
these  statements  which  requires  to  be  recon- 
oiled,  and  I  leave  it  to  the  honourable  mem- 
bers opposite  to  so  reconcile  it.  It  has  often 
been  asserted  on  this  side  that  these  surpluses 
were  bogus,  but  here  we  find  the  Treasurers 
widely  differing  in  their  exaggerations,  and 
mutually  discrediting  each  other.  Now  I 
oome  to  the  surplus  claimed  on  the  present 
vear,  and  I  venture  again  to  say,  as  I 
have  before  said  in  this  House,  that  re- 
curring large  surpluses  is  bad  finance,  due 
either  to  incapacity  or  intent  to  deceive. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
closely  estimate  his  finance  with  due  caution. 
Jfr.  Duthie 


It  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  that  there  was  an 
excess  on  every  item  of  revenue,  and,  simi- 
larly, 'that  the  expenditure  had  been  overesti- 
mated. Clearly,  such  a  result  proves  intention. 
There  was  one  feature  which  was  not  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere— 
that  is,  that  there  was  a  surplus  provided 
last  year  of  £123,926,  the  estimated  revenue 
being  £4,793,000  and  the  appropriation  be- 
ing £4,669,074,  so  that  there  was  an  M-. 
tual  surplus  provided,  discounting  bv  that 
amount  the  elasticity  claimed  on  our  nnanoe 
by  the  balance  of  £521,000  shown.  This 
mode  of  deceiving  has  become  an  esta- 
blished system.  The  revenue  underestimated 
in  1896-97  was  £312,100;  again  in  1897-98, 
£286,229.  The  expenditure  overestimated  Utt 
year,  when  adjusted,  was  £66,702.  I  cannot 
examine  all,  but  of  these  items  the  largest 
that  swell  our  surplus  are  the  Customs  and 
the  Bailways.  But,  as  these  features  have 
been  ably  dealt  with  by  various  speakers,  I 
can  save  my  time  by  omitting  further  referenoe 
to  them,  pausing  only  to  point  out  that  when 
estimating  the  Hon.  Treasurer  had  before  him 
three  or  four  months'  revenue  actually  accrued. 
In  1896  the  June  quarter  yielded  £385,546; 
in  1897,  £427.461 ;  and  in  1898,  £433,700.  And 
I  might  mention  that  there  are  two  sets  of 
figures  given  by  the  returns,  so  increasing  the 
difficulty  in  following  the  finance  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  as,  under  him,  even  the  pablio 
documents  do  not  agree.  For  instance,  the 
increase  on  the  quarter  in  regard  to  the  Oas- 
toms,  as  shown  on  the  Treasury  figures,  is  at 
the  rate  of  £45,000,  while,  as  furnished  by  the 
Customs,  it  is  shown  to  only  be  at  the  rate 
of  £25.000. 

Mr.  WARD.— Are  they  for  the  same  period? 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Yes  ;  and  I  will  presently 
quote  another  instance  of  a  similar  discrepancy 
in  two  sets  of  figures.  But  returning  to  my 
argument:  Last  year,  with  an  increase  of 
£41,915  in  hand  for  the  quarter  to  30th  June, 
or  the  rate  of  £167,660  for  the  year,  the  esti- 
mate adopted  was  only  at  the  rate  of  £61,893 
for  the  year  ;  then  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Treasurer  had 
£55,000  beyond  this  estimate?  To  deliberately 
so  underestimate  is  surely  a  financial  crime. 
In  regard  to  the  Bailways  Department,  a  similar 
state  of  things  is  clearly  evident.  There  is  on 
it  a  margin  of  increase  upon  the  quarter's 
business  which  the  Treasurer  knew,  when  be 
framed  his  estimate  for  this  year — it  is  at  the 
rate  of  £71,028  per  annum ;  yet  we  are  told  to 
expect  a  decline.  My  honourable  friend  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  quoted  extracts  from 
the  departmental  reports  of  all  the  District 
Traffic  Managers,  one  and  all  agreeing  that  an 
increase  was  to  be  expected.  One  officer— 
I  think  at  Wanganui — expected  to  have  10 
per  cent,  of  an  increase  in  his  estimate  for  the 
year,  and  yet  with  all  that  advice  the  honour- 
able gentleman  outs  the  amount  down  by 
£572.  The  honourable  member  for  Awarua 
questioned  the  alleged  discrepancies  that  I 
mentioned.    I   will    give  another  case   here. 
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The  ndlwAy  zeYenae  by  one  statement  is  that 
it  yielded  for  last  year  £1,376,008,  but  from 
B.-2  we  find  that  it  is  given  as  £1,870,672. 
The  differeDce  is  irreooncilable.  Similar  dis- 
•crepanoies  are  so  constantly  occurriDg  that  it 
is  most  difficult  nowadays  to  ascertain  what 
itfe  the  correct  figures,  or  what  one  can  rely 
upon.  Each  department  seems  to  be  a  rule  to 
itself,  with  no  general  agreement.  Returning 
to  the  expenditure  for  last  year,  it  was  over- 
•estimated  by  £108,173,  reduced  principally  by 
Railways  to  £66,702.  Included  in  this  is  in- 
terest, £27,709.  Well,  surely  the  department 
ought  to  be  able  to  calculate  the  exact  in- 
terest. I  think  probably  this  arises  from 
some  mystification  over  the  interest  on  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  loan,  because  that 
liability  on  our  debt  does  not  seem  to 
be  included  in  the  table.  At  any  rate, 
there  ought  not  to  be  this  discrepancy  in 
interest.  Then  there  was  £10,000  each  upon 
buildings,  on  defence,  and  for  lands  and  sur- 
veys overestimated.  And,  since  these  figures 
are  continually  recurring,  it  is  evident  that 
this  system  of  over-  or  under-estimating  is 
done  with  a  purpose — to  provide  these  re- 
curring surpluses. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  give  the  orders,  and 
owing  to  circumstances  over  which  neither  the 
contractors  nor  the  Government  have  any  con- 
trol, the  orders  are  not  executed.  That  is  the 
explanation. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Well,  you  have  been  doing 
this  for  several  years,  and  you  seem  to  have  been 
very  unfortunate  in  your  control.  It  is  certainly 
not  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury  if  you  can- 
not bring  out  your  estimates  of  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure more  closely,  and  you  cannot  have 
that  proper  control  of  your  department  that 

?ou  should  have.  Now,  a  point  upon  wbioh 
have  had  some  little  trouole  with  the  Trea- 
Borer  is  with  regard  to  the  Customs  duties. 
The  Opposition  have  always  said  that  by  the 
tarifi  of  1895  the  Qovernment  increased  the 
taxation  in  order  to  meet  their  own  finance 
requirements ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  this 
increase  was  largely  on  duties  more  immedi- 
ately affecting  the  industrial  classes.  Now,  it 
is  very  difficult  for  any  one  without  depart- 
mental assistance  to  analyse  the  figures  in  the 
published  returns.  The  honourable  member 
for  Patea  has  had  five  or  six  motions  on  the 
Order  Paper  standing  in  his  name  since  the 
beginning  of  the  session,  trving  again  and  again 
to  get  information.  Evidently,  the  Govern- 
ment have  a  very  bad  case,  because  they  have 
refused  all  information,  and  the  subservient 
majority  in  the  House  will  not  support  us  in 
our  efforts  to  get  those  returns.  If  the  House 
bad  any  spirit  of  independence  or  fair-play  it 
would  insist  on  that  information  being  sup- 
plied. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  best  to  let  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Awarua  settle  their  own  differ- 
ences. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Oh,  you  cannot  get  rid  of  it 
with  such  an  excuse  as  that.  It  is  your  duty 
to  supply  the  House  with  all  legitimate  infor- 


mation required.  This  has  nothing  whatevu 
to  do  with  any  quarrel  between  two  members. 
It  does  not  acquit  you  of  your  responsibility. 
Well,  as  to  the  Customs  revenue,  the  Treasurer 
for  comparison  purposes  takes  the  last  two 
years.  But  that  is  no  true  comparison.  Yoa 
must  go  back  to  1894-95,  the  years  before  the 
new  tariff.  If  you  take  the  Customs  revenue  to 
the  81st  March,  1894,  you  will  find  it  yielded 
£1,655,508.  For  1895  it  was  £1,569,784.  That 
was  a  decline  of  £85,719  on  the  year.  Railways 
in  that  year  had  also  declined  £17,351.  There 
was  a  falling  revenue,  and  so  the  Government 
were  in  great  distress,  and  you  have  to  take  that 
into  consideration.  Honourable  members  will 
recollect  that  on  that  occasion  the  Treasurer 
tried  to  collect  the  land-tax  twice  to  make  that 
deficiency  good.  They  also  seized  the  local 
bodies'  sinking  funds— over  £64,000.  And,  in 
this  position,  driven  by  their  necessities,  the 
Government  introduced  this  new  tariff  so  as 
to  get  increased  revenue,  while  professing,  of 
course,  to  correct  anomalies  and  reduce  tc^ca- 
tion.  Well,  Sir,  for  the  year  1894-95  the 
revenue  was  £1,569,784,  and  the  imports  for 
the  year  amounted  to  £6,788,020.  It  is,  as  I 
have  said,  very  difficult  to  establish  any  fact  on 
information  in  members'  hands.  Our  tables  of 
the  Customs  returns,  for  instance,  are  prepared 
on  the  calendar  year.  The  Treasurer  quotes 
on  the  financial  year,  which  members  cannot 
check.  The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
although  he  describes  himself  as  an  unsophis- 
ticated plodder,  is  really  more  like  an  eel ;  he 
wriggles  about  just  as  it  suits  his  purpose  in  this 
case  from  the  calendar  year  to  the  financial  year, 
confusing  all  comparisons,  and  so  often  escapes. 
However,  the  honourable  gentleman  in  his  un- 
sophisticated way  undertakes  to  prove  that  the 
increase  of  revenue  was  solely  due  to  growth  of 
trade.  In  order  to  establish  that  contention  he 
sets  up  various  inapplicable  comparisons  be- 
tween the  results  on  years  that  do  not  cover 
the  problem.  In  doing  so  he  gets  fogged  over 
beer,  and  his  brain  is  not  even  clear  while  he 
is  revelling  in  tea.  His  argument  is  that  while 
the  value  of  the  imports  increased  in  the  two 
years  by  12*2 per  cent.,  the  Customs  revenue  only 
produced  8*6  per  cent.  My  complaint  was  prin- 
cipally over  ad  valorem  goods,  being  the  class 
of  goods  which  the  industrial  classes  are  prin- 
cipally consumers  of,  and,  while  he  claims  to 
have  given  a  complete  answer,  he  has  in  his 
unsophisticated  way  never  touched  the  point. 
However,  in  pursumg  this  matter,  while  un- 
able to  work  out  particular  goods  or  classes, 
I  find  that  in  1894  the  duty  paid  on  all 
ad  valorem  goods  was  £429,597,  and  thai 
the  duty  paid  on  the  same  class  of  goods 
in  1897  rose  to  £634,043,  thus  showing  an 
increase  of  £204,449,  or  an  increase  at  the 
rate  of  47*6  per  cent.  Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  tell  me,  in  the  face  of  these  figures, 
that  he  has  not  loaded  that  class  of  goods  un- 
duly ?  If  time  permitted  I  could  abundantly 
prove  this  is  not  due  to  increase  of  trade  done, 
but  to  eitra  duties.  I  will  now  take  the  basis 
he  has  laid  down,  so  far  as  general  imports  are 
concerned,  but  on  the  same  years,  as  he  is  en- 
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titled  to  that.  The  imports  in  1894  were  in 
nJue  £6,788,020 ;  in  1897  they  were  £8,055,228, 
showing  an  increase  of  18*5  per  cent. ;  bat  let 
it  be  remembered  that  the  od  milorem  duties 
had  increased,  as  I  have  shown,  by  47'6  ]^r 
oent.,  and  therefore  I  say  it  is  usdess  for  him 
longer  denying  that  there  has  been  an  inordi- 
nate increase  on  that  class  of  goods.  Then, 
the  increase  of  all  duties  paid  under  this  new 
tariff  in  1897-98,  as  against  the  duties  paid*  in 
1894,  is  £365,784.  This  is  an  enormous  extra 
amount  of  taxation  imposed  on  the  country. 
Now,  Sir,  he  has  asserted  in  the  Statement 
that  for  the  benefit  of  the  industrial  classes 
he  remitted  the  tea  duty,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  £75,000,  and  he  makes  the  ill-con- 
ditioned statement  that  middlemen  have  alone 
profited  by  that  remission.  He  has  no  reason 
for  saying  so.  It  is  an  ill-conditioned  asser- 
tion. He  knows  very  well  that  the  competition 
in  trade  would  prevent  the  possibility  of  that. 

Mr.  SEDDOK.— I  never  said  so. 

Mr.  DUTHIB.— What  did  you  say? 

Mr.  SEDDON — Look  at  the  Statement,  and 
you  will  see  that  I  said  the  majority  of  the 
people,  if  asked  the  question,  would  say  it  was 
the  middlemen  that  had  profited. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.-That  is  not  the  sense  of  the 
paragraph ;  the  suggestion  is  that  the  middle- 
man alone  benefited,  and  it  is  just  one  of 
those  nasty  insinuations  that  would  be  very 
much  better  not  made.  But,  Sir,  the  amount 
named  is  an  extraordinfikry  statement  to  have 
been  made;  and  it  may  seem  the  more  sur- 
prising inasmuch  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's colleague,  the  Oolonial  Secretary,  in  the 
oourse  of  his  speech  last  night,  read  from  some 
papers  which  he  held  various  items  on  which 
concessions  of  duty  had  been  made,  and,  for 
instance,  he  gave  that  on  tea  as  £65,838,  or, 
with  woolpacks  and  fencing-wire,  as  £97,694. 
It  is  impossible  to  ascribe  these  figures  to  error. 
Yet  the  remission  of  duty  on  tea  cleared  for 
home  consumption,  being  4,564,860  lb.  at  2d., 
was  £88,040  10s.,  reducible  by  a  refund  of  duty 
amounting  to  £478  on  tea  exported,  thus  re- 
ducing the  remission  to  £87,561  12b.  3d. 

An  Hon.  Membeb, — That  is  for  the  year. 

Mr.  GABROLL.— But  I  quoted  the  figures 
for  twenty  months ;  that  is,  from  the  time  the 
new  tariff  came  into  force  to  the  Slst  Decem- 
ber, 1897. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Your  quotation,  as  the  Pre- 
mier's, was  distinctly  for  one  year ;  if  you  meant 
some  other  periods  you  were  misleading  the 
House.  Who  understood  that  your  figures  ap- 
plied to  some  twenty-months  period,  and  why 
would  you  quote  for  such  a  term?  That  is 
what  every  reader  of  it  will  understand.  We 
have  to  make  comparisons  on  the  year's  trade. 
During  the  year  the  duties  remitted  on  fencing- 
wire  and  woolpacks  would  have  amounted  to 
£16,774,  which,  added  to  that  on  tea,  totals  up 
to  £54,336,  and  not  £97,694,  as  asserted  by  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary ;  and  it  will  be 
noticed  that  the  Treasurer's  blunder  is  almost 
exactly  double  the  true  amount.  It  is  not 
creditable  to  put  so  utterly  inaccurate  state- 
ments as  that  in  the  Budget.  In  tiie  oourse 
Mr.  DtUhu 


of  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Treasurer's  remarks 
last  night  he  mentioned  that  then  is  only 
£812,000  left  of  the  guaranteed  debentures. 
There  are  Treasury  bills  outstanding  against 
those  debentures  to  the  amount  of  £476,000. 
This  is  not  to  the  oredit  of  the  colony. 
In  connection  with  our  finance  the  colony 
has  £476,000  of  the  guaranteed  debentuies 
lying  in  London  —  which  debentures  wen 
to  be  held  sacred  as  against  financial  emer- 
gencies— and  now  we  find  that  there  is  only 
£312,000  left  of  those  debentures.  I  say  it  is 
most  painful  that  this  House  should  so  lose  its 
control  of  the  finances  of  the  colony  that  any 
Treasurer  would  dare  to  do  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  they  were  available, 
and  the  Treasury  bills  could  be  reduced  by  the 
amount  of  the  proceeds  if  I  sold  them;  but 
this  is  not  wanted. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  fail  to  understand  your 
meaning.  You  said  there  are  £312,000  avail- 
able. If  that  is  all,  what  has  become  of  the 
balance?  Then,  as  to  the  rate  per 'head  of 
trade,  to  show  the  prosperity  under  his  rigim 
the  Hon.  Treasurer  went  back  to  1888.  Those 
who  were  in  charge  of  the  finance  in  those 
days  have  now  nearly  all  passed  away.  Why 
go  back  so  far?  He  could  have  got  a  lower 
year  since  he  became  Premier  himself.  The 
following  are  the  figures  for  the  years  stated  :— 

£    s.  d. 

1888  . .  . .  ..     22  12  11 

1889  . .  . .  . .     25    9  11 

1890 25  18  10 

1891  . .  . .  . .     25  10    4 

1892  . .  . .  . .     25  13    2 

1893  ..  ..  ..     24    0    9 

1894  . .  . .  . .     23  11    9 

1895  ..  ..  ..     211110 

1896  ..  ..  ..     23    5    8 

1897 25    Oil 

These  figures  show  that  the  total  volume  of 
trade  was  larger  throughout  under  the  Atkin- 
son Government ;  that  under  the  Liberal  Go- 
vernment a  madced  decline  set  in,  and  that 
even  now  they  show  that  we  are  not  in  so  good 
a  position  as  we  were  before  those  honouraUe 
members  came  upon  those  benches.  He  layi 
the  Customs  taxation  is  28.  per  head  less  than 
in  1879.  Again,  why  go  back  twenty  yeait 
and  choose  the  year  of  collapse  ?  Bather  take 
the  year  we  have  been  reviewing,  1894,  when 
the  Customs  taxation  was  £2  6s.  4d.,  against 
last  year,  1897.  £2  13b. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—You  are  taking  the  worst 
year  you  could  take. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.-I  cannot  help  that.  Thai 
is  why  you  put  on  the  extra  taxation,  to 
increase  your  revenue.  I  must  therefore  take 
that  year  for  all  comparisons  as  the  effeot  of 
the  tariff. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  banks  and  people  wan 
all  in  financial  troubles  that  year. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  mention  it  because  of  the 
Hon.  the  Treasurer's  attempt  to  deny  that 
extra  taxation  was  then  imposed.  He  has 
been  really  trying  to  browbeat  us  into  the 
belief  that  there  was  no  extra  taxation  im* 
posed.    I  must  hold  to  that  year  against  yoo* 
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I  next  oome  to  the  qnefltlon  of  the  diTeraion  of 
traffic  from  the  lianawata  Railway  line.  The 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  states  that  there 
-eimply  exists  a  friendly  rivalry;  but  we  are 
•told  that  they  have  carried  wool  from  Feilding 
and  taken  it  right  round  by  the  Wairarapa  at 
^.  a  bale.  I  do  not  think  we  should  adopt 
sueh  a  policy.  I  want  to  draw  the  attention 
of  this  House  to  this :  The  revenue  in  1896-97 
on  the  Wellington -Napier -New  Plymouth 
Railway  was  £804,145  148.  lOd. ;  in  1897-98, 
£842,699  7s.  8d.,  an  increase  of  revenue  of 
£88,553  128.  lOd.— partly,  of  course,  due  to  the 
•extra  extension  between  Woodville  and  Eketa< 
Q  f.  buna.  The  expenditure  in  correspond- 
^'^'  Ing  years  was  £197,654  15s.  6d.  and 
£284,984  ISs.  7d.,  an  excess  expenditure  of 
£87,829  18s.  Id.  Therefore,  to  earn  that  small 
amount— about  £1,200— he  has  had  all  this  toil 
and  trouble.  Is  it  worth  while  to  do  the  like — to 
bring  ruin  on  that  company  as  a  reward  for  its 
patriotic  enterprise  ?  Besides,  that  amount  is 
not  clear  earnings ;  the  wear-and-tear  of  plant 
is  not  fully  covered.  The  colony  is  doing  it 
with  a  loss  to  itself,  and  in  a  most  ungenerous 
epirit,  in  hope  to  coerce  the  company  to  sell 
out  to  the  colony  to  escape  loss  and  threatened 
ultimate  ruin.  I  wished  to  refer  to  the  effect 
of  the  increased  expenditure  on  working,  as  by 
last  returns  amounting  to  £20,898,  as  against 
only  £17,756  increased  revenue,  but  time  will 
not  permit  me  to  enlarge  on  this.  I  want  to 
refer  to  the  Nelson  Railway.  I  visited  that 
city  during  the  course  of  last  election,  and  I 
have  since  been  favoured  with  some  corre- 
spondence drawing  attention  to  the  state  of 
that  railway  and  other  matters.  When  I  raised 
this  by  question  the  Minister  for  Railways 
knew  nothing  and  would  give  no  information 
on  the  subject.  But  my  information  is  borne 
out  by  the  tables.  In  previous  years  the 
oxpenditure  on  that  line,  as  compared  to 
revenue,  was  78  per  cent.  Suddenly  I  find 
that,  whilst  the  Minister  knows  nothing  about 
^e  cause,  the  expenditure  has  sprung  up  by 
lewt  returns  to  £8,422  4s.  5d.,  against  a  revenue 
of  £2,518  16s.,  or  185*87  per  cent.  So  that,  as 
my  correspondent  told  me,  that  Nelson  line 
was  then  in  a  very  bad  condition,  as,  I  fear, 
are  certain  other  of  our  railways.  Then,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  proposes  or  suggests 
that  we  should  concede  £50,000  by  remission 
on  British  manufactures.  I  should  say  he  is 
under  some  sort  of  implied  promise,  or  has 
agreed  to  do  something  as  far  aa  reciprocity 
-with  Great  Britain  is  ooncemed ;  but  any  one 
oan  see  by  the  phraseology  he  does  not  mean 
4uiything,  unless  he  wants  this  House  to  refuse 
it,  and  BO  remove  the  responsibility  from  him- 
-8€lf .  He  proposes  a  remission  of  £50,000  upon 
goods  manufactured  in  the  Mother  -  country. 
Well,  spirits  and  beer — ^mostly  British — oon* 
-tribute  £400,000 ;  that  would  be  a  remission 
of  £90,000  on  spirits.  This  would  benefit  no 
one  except  the  consumers  of  alcohol.  The 
£20,000  remitted  on  spirits  means  a  remission 
of  lOd.  per  gallon  off  wniskey. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Most  spirits  are  manufao- 
itnred  in  Fsanoe. 


Mr.  DUTHIE.  —  No;  people  mostly  use 
Scotch  whiskey.  There  is  very  little  of  that 
manufactured  in  France.  This  would  be  a 
case  of  benefiting  the  middleman— the  pub- 
lican, who  would  not  give  the  consumers  a 
larger  glass.  I  think  that  remission  would  be 
in  the  wrong  direction.  You  had  better  remit 
£50,000  on  the  ad  valortm.  If  he  takes  10  per 
cent,  off  that  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  those  who 
have  a  claim  to  be  benefited.  Now,  the  main 
topic  on  which  I  wish  to  speak  to-night  was 
the  question  of  this  measure  of  prospenty  that 
has  at  length  overtaken  the  colony,  and  to 
trace  from  what  it  immediately  arises.  The 
honourable  gentleman  in  his  Statement  is  not 
so  aggressive  as  usual.  He  ascribes  this  pro- 
sperity to  the  impetus  in  mining,  to  fairly 
good  prices  for  produce,  to  settling  people  on 
the  land,  to  the  opening -up  of  the  coun- 
try, to  land -values  being  maintained,  to 
population  increasing,  and  he  winds  up  with 
the  smug  conclusion  "that  we  are  on  safe 
lines  " ;  and  he  quotes  the  Conservative  leaders, 
Beaconsfleld  and  Salisbury,  to  indorse  this  opin- 
ion, as  evidenced  by  his  finances.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  find  him  studying  such  authorities.  He 
also  refers  to  the  Savings-Bank's  accumulations 
as  an  evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  the  colony. 
Now,  he  omits  to  mention  what  I  think  is  one, 
if  not  the  main,  factor  of  the  prosperityi  and 
that  is  the  sreat  fall  in  the  rate  of  interest.  He 
makes  no  allusion  to  that.  It  is  also  a  wonder 
he  did  not  trot  out  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act,  and  again  tell  us  that  that  wise  measure 
has  been  the  cause  of  this  reduction.  I  think 
he  must  have  been  somewhat  in  a  hurry  in 
condensing  his  Statement  to  have  omitted  that. 
I  attach  much  value  to  this  fall  in  the  rates 
of  interest.  I  find  that  back  in  1892,  when 
speaking  in  this  House,  I  am  reported  to  have 
said,  *'  There  has  not  been  the  fall  of  interest 
that  would  otherwise  have  taken  place  in  pro- 
portion to  the  decline  in  England  but  for  the 
alarming  proposals  of  the  Government."  Again, 
**  The  prosperity  of  this  colony  is  very  largely 
dependent  upon  a  decline  in  the  rate  of  in- 
terest. It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  for 
the  welfare  of  the  whole  community— working- 
men  and  all — that  we  should  have  money  at 
low  rates.*'  Well,  at  that  time  the  Govern- 
ment were  fulminating  any  amount  of  punitive 
taxation;  they  were  harassing  the  country 
with  land  and  labour  legislation;  and,  as  I 
say,  they  drove  investors  from  the  country.  A 
large  number  of  companies  specially  engaged 
in  the  finances  of  New  Zealand  closed  their 
business  and  withdrew  their  money  from 
the  colony ;  and  some  of  them  lost  a  consider- 
able amount.  And  so,  while  interest  had,  as 
I  pointed  out,  fallen  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
world,  New  Zealand  was  the  last  of  the  British 
colonies  to  benefit  by  the  reduced  rates.  How- 
ever, as  time  went  on  the  people  appeared  to 
get  iunred  to  the  evils  and  dreaaof  the  Govern- 
ment; and  the  immense  amount  of  capital 
that  had  aocomulated  in  London  had  to  find 
an  outlet ;  and  people  who  had  perhaps  not  so 
muoh  experience  of  the  Government  again 
became  investors  in  New  Zealand,  and  the 
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price  of  money  has  at  last  fallen  here  in  con- 
foEznity  with  other  parte :  and  to  that  is  largely 
due  the  improved  oondition  of  the  oountry. 
When  money  was  high  farmers  and  settlers 
who  wanted  to  improve  their  lands  had  to 
oount  the  cost  of  borrowing,  and  if  they  oould 
not  see  their  way  to  make  it  pay  they  would 
not  undertake  the  work.  But,  with  the  price  of 
money  reduced  to  4  and  5  per  cent.,  they  calcu- 
lated that  it  would  again  pay  them  to  improve 
their  properties,  and  so,  much,  as  I  shall  pre- 
sently show,  has  been  done.  There  has  been 
a  market  for  their  produce.  The  very  droughts 
in  Australia  have  materially  helped  us.  Or, 
again,  in  town,  where  rents  were  high,  from 
this  cause  the  building  trade  all  oyer  the 
colony  has  been  brisker  during  the  last  three 
vears  than  at  any  time  which  I  can  remem- 
ber—except, perhaps,  in  Sir  Julius  Vogel's  boom 
times— and  people  found  that  the  low  rates  of 
interest  on  horrowed  money  enabled  them  to 
build  and  make  a  profit.  Expenditure  such  as 
this  has  given  a  great  amount  of  employment 
to  our  people,  and  added  largely  to  the  revenue  of 
the  country.  To  the  fall  of  interest  is  due,  to  a 
large  extent,  both  country  improvements  and 
the  extensions  in  the  towns.  But  for  the  fall 
of  money,  such  a  state  of  things  could  not  have 
arisen  in  this  colon  v.  Then,  we  have  been  told 
by  Ministers  that  there  has  been  no  decline  in 
the  value  of  land.  Well,  that  is  only  true  to  a 
certain  extent ;  and  one  cannot  point  to  sales 
at  distinctly  reduced  rates :  but  there  have 
been  no  buyers  for  land.  Small  blocks  may 
sell  occasionally,  but  large  blocks  of  pro- 
perty remain  unsaleable.  We  know  that  by 
the  experience  of  the  Assets  Board  and  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  ;  the^  are  both  un- 
able to  realise  on  their  properties.  The  only 
buyer  for  land  is  the  Government,  who  do 
so  with  borrowed  money.  But  before  the 
Assets  Board  can  effect  sales  it  must  accept 
reduced  prices.  The  Minister  of  Lands  him- 
self admits  **that  pastorid  lands  are  falling 
into  our  hands,  and  will  require  to  relet  at 
lower  rentals." 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— Babbits. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Fortunately  it  is  not  rabbits 
that  trouble  settlers  now.  The  fact  is,  that  few 
now  want  our  pastoral  land.  Then,  there  is 
land-settlement,  which  is  claimed  as  a  most 
important  factor.  The  Minister  of  Lands  is 
regarded  as  the  special  Liberal  land  expert; 
he  has  renewed  all  the  land-laws  of  the  colony 
— amended  and  again  amended.  We  have  got 
titles  to  suit  every  fad.  There  are  some  twenty 
different  tenures  on  the  list.  At  the  same  time 
we  have  little  real  progress,  and  he  has  added 
little  to  the  colony's  advancement.  I  will  rely 
in  the  first  place  on  the  tables  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Richardson,  who  shows  the  net  result  of  the 
land  taken  up  by  settlers  to  be  1,996,877  acres, 
excluding  pastoral  runs,  to  the  end  of  last  year. 
Since  then  we  have  another  return  put  before 
us,  which  shows  the  forfeitures  and  surrenders 
since  to  be  130,880  acres ;  so  that  the  area  of 
land  that  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  settlers 
and  become  productive  is  not  very  large  during 
the  Minister's  reign  of  seven  years. 
Ur.DuthU 


Mr.  J.  MoKENZIB.— The  surrenders  axe  not 
all  mine.. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  am  coming  to  that.  The 
point  I  wish  to  get  out  is  this :  The  great  por- 
tion of  the  land  he .  has  disposed  of  is  not  ^et 
occupied,  and  probably  not  more  than  one-third 
is  brought  under  cultivation.  I  do  not  think 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  himself  will  say  that  more 
than  one- third  has  been  rendered  productive. 
Now,  if  we  turn  to  the  land  report,  you  will  find 
that  in  1891  there  were  8,489,853  acres  under 
grass  and  all  crops ;  in  1897  there  were  11,592,734, 
an  increase  of  8,108,872  acres.  Of  this,  on 
the  acreage  I  have  mentioned,  and  maldng 
the  fullest  possible  admission,  there  were  under 
a  million  acres  brought  under  crop  of  the  land 
settled  under  this  Government.  Therefore, 
only  one-third  of  the  land-settlement  is  due 
to  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  the  rest 
is  land  improved  Independently  of  the  Qovezn- 
ment  by  settlers,  who  found,  with  a  market 
for  frozen  meat,  and,  still  later,  by  the  iall  of 
interest,  that  it  would  pay  to  clear  land  for- 
merly thought  to  be  unprofitable,  such  as  our 
West  Coast  papa  lands.  The  export  of  wool 
has  consequently  risen  from  111,587,546  lb.  in 
1891  to  182,289,6071b.  in  1897,  an  increase  of 
20,762,0611b.,  which  is  due  to  this  increased 
area  of  land  rendered  productive  without  help 
from  Ministers.  The  export  of  frozen  meat 
in  1891  was  110,199,0821b.,  and  in  1897 
157,687,1581b.,  an  excess  of  47,458,071  lb.  AU 
this  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  our  settlers — the 
backbone  of  the  oountry.  To  them  this  develop- 
ment is  due ;  and  from  these  increased  exports 
we  have  had  the  money  which  has  largely  as- 
sisted to  produce  this  prosperity.  Then,  we  have 
an  auxiliary  in  the  butter-and- cheese  industry, 
which  has  risen  from  £286,988  in  1891  to 
£553,622  in  1897,  a  total  increase  of  £316,689, 
which,  again,  is  even  more  directly  due  to  the 
energy  of  our  settlers,  and  not  to  anything  the 
Government  has  done  to  assist.  These  are  the 
main  factors  which  have  produced  such  pro- 
sperity as  we  enjoy»  and  in  none  of  it  can  you 
trace  but  scant  aid  from  Government  mea- 
sures; on  the  contrary,  the  country  has  pro- 
gressed under  much  harass  and  anxiety  as  to 
what  will  happen  next.  Then,  the  Government 
claim  they  have  given  a  great  impetus  to 
mining,  and  point  to  the  prosperity  of  Auok- 
land  during  tne  last  two  years.  I  regret  very 
much  there  has  been  a  cheek  to  the  mining 
industry  there,  and  when  I  was  pasdng 
through  Auckland  the  other  day  the  people 
there  were  severely  blaming  the  legislation  of 
the  Government  for  the  check  the  goldfields 
had  there  sustained.  And  here  I  may  point 
out  that  while  the  €k)vemment  are  spending 
about  £150,000  annuaUv  in  developing  the 
goldfields— an  amount  beyond  any  other  in- 
dustry— still  the  export  of  gold  in  1891  was 
£1,007,488,  and  it  feU  in  1897  to  £960,802, 
showing  that  it  has  gone  back  while  in  their 
hands  to  a  considerable  extent.  They  are 
spending  20  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  whole 
yield  on  the  goldfields,  and  yet  the  export  hae 
declined  to  the  extent  I  have  mentioned.  I 
am  not  an  expert  in  mining,  and  I  oannot 
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foUow  it  further ;  bat  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
results  certainly  do  not  justify  the  large  ex- 
penditure which  they  are  continuing  on  these 
fields.  Sir,  listening  to  several  hoAourable 
gentlemen — the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere,  I  think,  was  one  of  them— the  measure  of 
the  success  of  the  colonv  is  apparently  claimed 
to  be  determined  by  the  balance  between  the 
imports  and  exports,  and  they  argue  that 
there  is  cause  for  anxiety  since  there  is  such  a 
small  margin  between  them.  Bat  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  the  imports  and  exports  are 
not  the  only  measure  of  prosperity,  for  we 
have  development  within  the  colony  itself. 
The  improvement  of  the  land,  bringing  it  into 
cultivation,  upon  which  labour  and  capital 
have  been  spent,  renders  it  worth  more  money. 
Then,  there  has  been  the  stocking  of  the 
countary  with  sheep  and  cattle,  and  the  erection 
of  buildings ;  and  people  who  are  afraid  that 
we  are  going  to  the  bad  altogether  should  not 
forget  that,  though  the  figures  in  connection 
with  our  imports  and  exports  do  not  look  as 
cheerful  as  they  might,  there  has  been  a  large 
creation  of  wealth  in  this  development  within 
the  colony  itself.  But  again  I  say,  while  all 
that  is  very  gratifying,  and  to  the  credit  of  New 
Zealand  as  a  rich  and  resourceful  country,  it 
is  not  in  any  way  due  to  the  Qovemment. 
The  Qovemment  cannot  honestly  trace  these 
various  developments  to  any  action  on  their 
part.  They  have  been  harassing  every  ener- 
getic and  progressive  man  ever  since  they 
came  into  office,  and  they  have  caused  con- 
tinued anxiety  and  trouble  to  the  well-dis- 
posed, while  ever  pampering  the  ]^litical  para- 
site. Sir,  I  do  not  tnink  there  is  any  class  of 
the  community  which  they  can  point  to  as 
being  better  off  on  account  of  their  adminis- 
tration. If  there  are  any  people  who  are  better 
ofi,  it  is  due  to  the  energy  on  the  part  of  the 
individuals  who  have  brought  about  those  re- 
sults which  I  have  endeavoured  to  put  before 
the  House.  Turning  to  another  point,  the 
Premier  claims  and  takes  credit  that  there  is 
the  amount  of  £4,744,924  in  the  Savings-Bank. 
He  says,— 

*<  Such  figures  are  in  the  highest  degree  satis- 
factory, and  prove  beyond  doubt  that  the  pro- 
sperity of  our  people  is  real,  and  that  their 
eaming-power  must  have  largely  increased." 

Our  Treasurer — the  unsophisticated  plodder — 
is,  I  fear,  here  weak  in  his  rudiments.  Such 
figures  prove  nothing  of  the  sort.  It  proves, 
amongst  other  things,  that  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  stagnation — that  people  do  not  know 
how  to  employ  their  money.  And  while  the 
postal  tables  do  not  give  us  information  as 
fully  as  they  might  do,  yet  there  is  a  table 
which  gives  in  columns  the  number  of  deposi- 
tors between  various  amounts.  By  it  you  will 
find  those  deposits  are  largely  from  the  larger 
amounts. 

▲n  Hon.  Mbkbsb.— No. 

Mr.  DUTHIB.— Do  not  say  "  No."  I  know 
better.  Take  the  columns  from  £100  to  £200 ; 
anume  the  average  to  be  only  £160— but  it  is 
much  more— and  vou  will  find  that  from  that 
oolumn  upwards  that  much  more  than  half  the 


money  consists  of  deposits  of  large  amounts 
that  cannot  be  the  savings  of  the  working- 
class  at  all.  This  is  because  others  with  unem- 
ployed moneys  are  using  the  Savings-Bank  for  a 
purpose  for  which  it  was  not  originally  intended 
to  be  used.  The  Government  are  now  using  it 
to  draw  the  money  of  the  country  bom  com- 
mercial banks.  They  are  giving  S  per  cent,  at 
call  on  sums  up  to  £200,  and  ^  per  cent,  on 
sums  above  that  amount.  This  while  the  other 
banks  can  only  give  8  per  cent,  for  twelve- 
months deposits  and  l}  per  cent,  for  six 
months.  The  Government  tnen  use  the  money 
so  drawn  into  this  Savings-Bank  for  the  purposes 
of  colonial  finance ;  they  manipulate  it  over 
fioating  their  debentures  and  Treasury  bills, 
creating  a  very  dangerous  position.  Latterly 
members  will  see  by  the  returns  that  they  are 
investing  in  3-per-cent.  debentures,  and  how 
the  department  can  afford  to  accept  3  per 
cent,  and  pay  S  per  cent.  I  scarcely  know. 
However,  I  consider  that  it  is  not  prudent,  far 
less  satisfactory  in  the  highest  degree,  that  the 
colony  should  hold  four  millions,  all  repayable 
at  call,  in  the  Savings-Bank.  I  formerly  called 
it  a  source  of  danger  to  the  country,  and 
assuredly  it  is  so.  This  country  has  no  right 
to  have  hanging  over  its  head,  in  the  event  of 
a  financial  crisis  in  any  part  of  the  world,  a 
liability  of  nigh  five  millions  standing  at  call. 
In  the  event  of  such  a  crisis,  the  investment^ 
with  the  exception  of  its  share  of  the  guaran- 
teed debentures,  would  not  be  negotiable  ex- 
cept at  a  great  sacrifice.  It  is  a  source  of 
puolic  danger,  and  legislation  ought  to  be 
taken  to  protect  in  some  way  the  country  from 
that  danger  in  the  event  of  a  crisis  occurring. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  claims  that 
the  population  has  increased.  I  scarcely  suc- 
ceed in  following  him  in  that,  and  fail  to  find 
anything  to  boast  of.  In  two  years  the  arrivals 
over  the  departures  have  only  been  4,224» 
That  is  the  number  to  the  credit  in  two 
years;  but,  during  the  last  six  months,  of 
even  that  small  number  1,225  more  people 
went  out  of  the  colony  than  came  into 
it.  Then,  the  birth-rate  has  fallen  off.  In 
1880  it  was  40*78  per  thousand,  the  highest  in 
the  Colonies  of  Australasia ;  and  now  it  has  fallen 
to  25'96,  the  lowest  in  any  oi  these  colonies 
except  the  special  case  of  Western  Australia. 
Our  population  is  not  increasing  with  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  it  should  in  a  young  and 
truly  prosperous  country.  The  action  of  the 
Government  in  continuing  the  co-operative 
system  has  caused  the  best  class  of  the  work- 
men, who  were  formerly  well  paid  by  con- 
tractors, to  leave  this  country.  They  have 
preferred  to  go  to  Australia,  and  we  have  left 
for  the  cooperative  service  here  a  grade  of 
men  not  equal  to  the  class  of  workmen  that  we 
had  of  old — men  who  are  without  inducement 
to  improve,  since  rates  for  work  are  adjusted 
to  meet  the  average  of  their  class,  and  yield 
current  rates.  The  settlers,  again,  have  been 
going  abroad.  I  know  of  several  who  have 
gone  to  the  Argentine ;  they  preferred  to  go  to 
a  country  where  they  would  get  peace,  if  even 
under  a   foreign  fiag,   to  pursue    their  avo* 
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oaiionB;  and,  while  I  have  candidly  and  fully 
admitted  all  the  existing  prosperity  and  its 
causes,  there  has  not  been  that  progress  in  the 
country  which  there  might  and  ought  to  have 
been.  Then,  Sir,  we  have  actually  returned 
once  more  to  introducing  the  word  **  borrow  " 
into  the  Financial  Statement.  That  word  was 
forsworn,  and  for  two  years  we  had  "  aids  to 
revenue,"  "make  provision  for,"  and  like 
cumbersome  terms,  but  now  perhaps  from  a 
twinge  of  honesty  he  has  actually  reintroduced 
the  word  *'  borrowing."  This  is  the  self-reliant 
Gk>vemmentl  The  honourable  member  has 
raised  over  a  million  every  year  for  six  years ; 
we  have  been  running  into  debt  to  that  extent, 
and  now  the  pretence  of  self-reliance  is  thrown 
overboard.  In  private  life  the  people  have 
been  taught  on  every  hand  to  look  to  and 
depend  on  the  Government  until  a  member's 
life  is  made  miserable  by  people  who  want  him 
to  get  billets  lor  them  from  the  (Government. 
Self-reliance  has  been  driven  from  the  country 
under  the  rigima  of  this  Ministry.  Sir,  I  had 
a  great  deal  more  to  say  about  the  railways. 
The  enormous  increase  of  accidents  disclosed 
by  the  killed  and  wounded  table  is  very  alarm- 
ing, and  suggestive  of  a  want  of  discipline. 
The  state  of  the  lines  and  rolling-stock,  and 
how  we  patch  up  engines,  and  various  like 
points,  I  must  take  another  opportunity  to 
discuss.  I  have  sought  more  immediately  to 
show  to  what  this  measure  of  prosperity  is 
due  which  we  at  present  enjoy.  I  hope  I  have 
succeeded  in  pointing  to  the  real,  the  under- 
lying causes  producing  it;  it  is  simply  and 
solely  due  to  that  untiring  energy,  even  under 
discouraging  circumstances,  which  characterizes 
the  Anglo-saxon  race.  Settlers  have  struggled 
on  despite  these  difficulties,  forgetting  the 
insecurity  and  burdens  of  taxation  caused  by 
the  Government.  Thev  have  quietly  hewn  the 
bush  down  and  made  tne  wilderness  productive, 
and  to  that  is  due  the  prosperity  we  now  enjoy ; 
and  the  less  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  says 
about  the  part  which  his  Government  has  taken 
in  influencing  these  results  the  better.  I  have 
to  thank  the  House  for  the  attention  they  have 
been  pleased  to  give  me. 

Mr.  LAWBY  (Pamell).— Sir,  there  is  always 
some  degree  of  satisfaction  in  every  phase 
of  life  in  this  world,  and  I  think  the  greatest 
degree  of  satisfaction  that  could  have  fallen 
to  my  lot  is  to  follow  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down.  Sir,  we  can- 
not forget  that  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
was  returned  as  a  member  for  the  City  of 
Wellington  a  cry  rang  from  one  end  of  the 
colony  to  the  other  that  in  consequence  of  his 
election  the  death-knell  of  the  Government 
had  rang  out  with  no  uncertain  sound.  After 
listening  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech, 
and  remembering  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  formerly  represented  Wellington  —  Sir 
Bobert  Stout,  who  sat  beside  ti^e  ''left- 
vringers,"  the  "rats"  of  the  Liberal  party— 
I  could  not  but  oonipare  the  speech  that 
has  just  been  deliverea  with  the  speeches  that 
we  used  to  hear  from  Sir  Robert  Stout ;  and, 
while  the  one  may  be  compared  to  tiie  roaring  I 


of  the  lion,  the  other  may  be  compared  to  the 
squeaking  of  a  mouse.  Sir,  I  have  occupied  a 
seat  in  this  House  now  for  a  great  numoer  dt 
years,  and,  carefully  surveying  the  whole  coune 
of  events,  I  may  say  I  have  never  seen  an3rthiiig 
like  the  proceedings  that  have  taken  place  thiB 
session  and  last  session.  I  have  always  nndei^ 
stood  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Opposition  to 
criticize  the  policy  of  the  Government.  Bat 
what  have  we  seen  since  the  present  Govern- 
ment took  office  ?  What  has  the  action  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  been,  politically  speak- 
ing, since  he  has  occupied  that  position  ?  He 
has  been  doing  nothing  but  laying  a  series  of 
rat-traps,  and  the  biggest  "  rat "  the  colony 
ever  saw  is  the  honourable  gentleman  himself, 
and  I  will  tell  the  House  why. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  not  parliamentary 
language. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— Sir,  he  referred  to  me  as  a 
"  rat." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  must  address  the 
House  in  parliamentary  language. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— Very  well,  Sir,  but  in  reply- 
ing to  the  honourable  gentleman  I  cannot 
help  referring  to  the  session  of  1888,  when 
the  Premier,  and  Colonial  Treasurer  of  that 
date  brought  down  his  policy  and  declared 
that,  in  order  to  save  the  country  and  to 
meet  his  liabilities  as  Colonial  Treasurer,  it 
was  necessary  to  adjust  the  finances  by 
making  drastic  alterations  in  the  tarifi.  And 
what  happened?  He  made  them.  But  who 
endeavourod  to  stop  him  ?  It  was  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  is  now  leading  the  Op- 
position. Those  honourable  members  who 
nave  good  memories  will  recollect  that  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  said,  "  If  I  cannot  carry 
this  tariff,  and  if  I  cannot  adjust  the  finanoos 
of  the  colony  in  the  direction  which  I 
have  indicated  in  the  Speech  delivered  by  His 
Excellency  from  the  Throne,  the  countnr  can- 
not meet  its  engagements."  And  what  did  tiie 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  has  charged  me 
with  **  ratting,"  do  on  that  occasion  ?  He  led 
a  party  in  opposition,  and  divided  the  Com- 
mittee on  every  possible  issue,  and  nearly 
drove  the  Premier  and  Colonial  l^asurer  of  tlie 
day  to  distraction.  And  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said — quoting  from  memory  —  "When 
we  drove  the  Stout-Vogel  Gk>vemment  out  of 
office,  we  drove  out  a  band  of  politioal  foot- 
pads." What  have  we  got  now?  A  band  of 
political  highwaymen.  And,  three  months 
afterwards,  when  they  held  a  baited  hook  out 
to  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  swallowed 
that  hook  like  a  hungry  snapper  would 
swaUow  a  bait,  and  he  became  one  of  the 
*'  foot-pads  "  himself.  That  is  the  honourable 
gentleman,  then,  who  talks  to  me  about  *'  rat- 
ting." 

Captain  RUSSELL.— You  are  quite  wtono. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— I  am  quite  right,  and  the 
records  of  the  ooontry  will  prove  It.  I  am 
sorry,  Sir,  that  the  honourable  member  lor 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  has  left  the 
chamber. 

g  3Q        Hr.  SEDDON.— Never  mind.    The 
'    Opposition  cannot  stand  the  lash. 
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Mr.  LAWBY.— The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  quoted  a  lofe  of 
figuree.  Now,  we  all  know  figures  may  be 
inade  to  mean  anything,  and  we  all  know 
that  there  are  a  number  of  members  in  this 
House  who  are  not  in  a  position,  flnanoially 
speaking,  to  employ  aotuaries  to  prepare  the 
figures ;  but  Sir,  there  are  a  number  of  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  who  are  in  a 
position  to  take  a  oommon-sense  view  of 
every  question  that  oomes  before  this  House. 
That  is  the  position  we  oooupy  here  to-night. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  when  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  the  late  Oolonial  Treasurer, 
was  in  London  he  deluded  the  whole  fiDanoial 
world — all  the  financiers  who  operated  on  the 
Sfcook  Exchange,  and  I  say  that  if  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Ward  did  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  clever 
men  that  the  world  has  ever  known.  I  should 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say.  Sir,  that 
the  Opposition  have  found  it  necessary  to  en- 
tirely change  their  tactics.  A  few  years  ago— 
not  more  than  two  years  ago — whenever  you 
took  up  an  English  financial  paper  you  would 
find  in  it  some  article  to  the  effect  that  this 
Government  was  fast  driving  New  Zealand  to 
financial  disaster.  That  was  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  writer;  but  the  Opposition  have 
found  out  lately  that  their  tactics  were  wrong. 
I  have  been  reading  carefully  the  whole  of 
the  financial  papers  published  in  London,  and 
for  the  last  eighteen  months  I  have  not  seen 
one  single  article  going  in  the  direction  I  have 
just  indicated.  They  have  found  out  that  the 
whole  thing  was  a  mistake,  and  for  the  sake  of 
policy  they  have  entirely  changed  their  tactics. 
The  honourable  member  who  has  just  sat  down 
was  very  eulogistic  in  his  praise  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea.  Again  I  say.  Sir,  it 
is  a  very  good  thing  to  have  a  good  memory. 
I  remember  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  defeated  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bryce  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity  was 
the  first  man  to  raise  an  agitation  against  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea,  and  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  subscribed  to  it  too,  and  his  col- 
leagues, and  it  now  seems  to  me  that  the  only 
support  the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  on 
the  Opposition  benches  at  the  present  time  can 
get  is  the  support  of  those  men  who  are  poli- 
tioal  rodents,  generally  called  **rat8."  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr. 
Duthie)  referred  to  what  took  place  in  1894, 
And  the  honourable  gentleman  claims  some 
consideration  as  an  expert  in  finance. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— A  plodder. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— If  the  Hon.  the  Premier  had 
flaid  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  duffer  I 
would  not  dispute  the  assertion.  But  he  re- 
teired  to  1894.  Surely  the  honourable  member 
must  know  that  in  1894  there  was  a  sreat  oom- 
mexoial  depression  which  swept  throughout 
the  whole  length  and  breadtn  of  Austral- 
asia. He  n^ust  know  that  in  1894  the  banks 
throughout  the  whole  of  Australasia  were 
affected,  although  the  banks  in  New  Zealand 
^d  not  have  to  go.  He  must  know,  with  his 
<sommerolal  knowledge,  that  the  whole  position 


was  something  like  the  case  of  schoolboys  who 
went  to  a  place  where  there  was  a  building,  and 
one  boy  put  up  a  brick,  and  another  boy  put  up 
a  brick,  and  they  set  up  a  whole  row  of  brioks 
extending  about  a  hundred  yards  long.  And 
then  one  Doy  struck  the  first  brick,  which  would 
bring  down  all  the  brioks  if  the  row  had  been 
a  mile  long.  He  must  know,  or  he  should 
know,  that  in  Australia  the  whole  of  the  banks 
went  "  bung  "  in  oonseqaence  of  some  infiated 
prosperity  caused  by  undue  speculation.  It 
was  almost  certain  that  that  trouble  would 
refiect  upon  our  colony,  as  it  did.  I  think. 
Sir,  the  honourable  member  took  the  most 
unfortunate  year  he  could  have  taken  to 
illustrate  his  argument.  Then,  he  referred  to 
the  remission  of  duty  upon  tea.  Now,  I 
believe  I  have  very  frequently  voted  with  the 
Government,  and,  in  fact,  I  have  generally 
supported  the  Government,  but  I  have  strongly 
condemned  the  Government  for  remitting  the 
duty  on  tea.  Now,  we  imposed  a  duty  on  tea 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  that  duty  to  the  local 
bodies ;  but  I  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man if  the  colony  has  received  one  single 
shilling  of  benefit  from  the  remission  of  the  tea 
duty. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Yes,  certainly. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— Who  has  got  it?  Not  a 
single  penny  has  gone  to  the  consumer,  and 
the  local  bodies  have  suffered  immeasurably 
in  consequence.  I  was  exceedingly  sorry  to 
see  it  announced  in  the  Financial  Statement 
that  the  Government  intended  to  remit  5  per 
cent,  of  the  duty  on  imported  English  goods, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  £50,000.  Now, 
I  take  it,  the  Onstoms  duties  are  the  most  just» 
the  most  equitable,  and  the  most  economic 
that  could  be  imposed  on  the  whole  community, 
and  I  will  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  why. 
Take  the  property-tax,  an  iniquitous  measure, 
so  ably  illustrated  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont.  In  that  tax  you  put  a  pistol  at 
the  head  of  every  man,  metaphorically  speak- 
ing, and  you  say,  "  You  pay  your  property -tax 
whether  you  make  anything  out  of  your  enter- 
prise or .  not."  I  think  I  once  said  in  this 
House  that  the  property-tax  was  a  thing  that 
fed  like  a  vampire  upon  the  very  vitals  of 
industry.  You  had  to  pay  whether  you  made 
your  money  or  not.  Bat  take  your  Oustoms 
duties  and  analyse  them  as  you  like.  Take 
the  criticism  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
or  the  criticism  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  Duthie),  and  you  will 
find  out  by  analysis  that  the  Oustoms  duties 
are  virtually  voluntary  taxation ;  and  when  we 
hear  honourable  members  talking  about  the 
taxation  of  the  country,  and  strike  an  average 
of,  say,  £2  14s.  a  head  as  the  amount  paid  in 
Onstoms  duty,  the  honourable  gentlemen  abso- 
lutely lose  sight  of  this  great  fact :  that  a  settler 
in  the  oountry  need  not  pay  Gs.  a  head  for  his 
family  in  taxation.  If  you  take  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  Duthie),  who 
is  oharaoterized  by  great  hospitality,  and  who 
invites  his  friends  up  to  his  house — and  I  am 
very  pleased  to  say  he  does  this— and  entertains 
them  to  a  supper  of  ohampagne,  I  say  he  pays 
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moze  taxation  in  one  night  than  the  settler 
in  the  country  pays  in  the  whole  year.  Yet 
tiiey  talk  ahout  the  settler  in  the  country 
being  ground  down  by  taxation  in  the  shape  of 
Customs  duties  I  Sir,  it  is  very  seldom  that 
I  agree  with  the  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Stout ;  but 
when  I  heard  him,  from  the  seat  now  occupied 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura,  say 
that  the  settlers  in  the  country  need  pay  no 
taxation  through  the  Customs,  or  verr  little — 
when  he  said  that  the  country  settler  could 
grow  his  own  oats,  and  make  his  own  oatmeal 
for  porridge ;  that  he  could  feed  his  own  pigs, 
and  produce  his  own  bacon;  that  he  could 
grow  his  own  sheep,  and  eat  his  own  mutton, 
or  kill  a  bullock  anddivide  with  his  neighbours ; 
and  that  the  only  Customs  duties  he  had  to 
pay  were  those  he  would  pav  if  he  smoked 
tobacco  or  took  snuff,  or  those  he  would  pay  on 
the  articles  he  bought  from  the  ironmonger,  or 
clothing — I  realised  to  the  fullest  extent  that, 
in  one  important  particular  at  any  rate.  Sir 
Robert  Stout  was  right.  Sir,  when  we  talk  about 
surpluses  I  take  it  that  we  have  to  accept  this 
axiom :  The  Government  by  their  estimates 
declare  that  they  expect  to  get  so  much  from 
territorial  revenue ;  that  they  expect  to  get  so 
much  from  stamps,  so  much  from  telegrams, 
so  much  from  railwav  revenue,  and  so  much 
from  Customs ;  and,  if  you  take  the  whole  thing, 
they  estimate  to  raise  in  the  aggregate,  say, 
£2,500,000.  But  they  get  £2,700,000.  There 
is  a  surplus  therefore  of  £2Qp,000.  And,  Sir, 
there  is  no  getting  over  this  fact ;  it  is  with  the 
Government  as  with  the  private  individual,  the 
Government  must  show  their  receipts  by  the 
actual  money  they  have  paid  into  the  bank. 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  who  leads  the 
Opposition  suppose  that  if  the  Government 
estimated  their  revenue  at  three  millions,  let 
us  say,  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  and  that 
they  paid  only  £2,800,000  into  the  bank,  that 
the  banker  would  give  them  a  receipt  for  three 
millions  if  they  were  £200,000  short?  Sir, 
there  was  another  phase  of  the  question 
introduced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  C5ity,  who  has  just  sat  down. 
He  spoke  about  the  reduction  in  the  rate  of 
interest  for  loans,  and  he  very  rightly  said 
that  cheap  money  was  to  the  settlers  an 
advantage  which  could  scarcely  be  realised. 
But  I  look  back  to  the  time  when  we  were 
fighting  for  the  abolition  of  the  property-tax, 
when  we  were  told  by  the  leader  ot  the  Opposi- 
tion— if  you  refer  to  Hansard  you  will  find  the 
statement — that,  if  you  abolish  the  property- 
tax,  and  if  you  impose  a  tax  on  the  unimproved 
land  values  and  upon  income,  no  man  in  New 
Zealand—no  financiers  in  the  Old  Country- 
would  advance  a  single  shilling  upon  the 
lands  of  the  country,  and  that  if  they  did  the 
rate  of  interest,  instead  of  being  8  per  cent., 
would  go  up  to  10  or  12  per  cent.  And  then, 
when  the  Government  brought  down  one  of  the 
most  beneficial  measures  that  was  ever  placed 
on  the  statute-book  in  the  form  of  the  Go- 
vernment Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  what  did 
those  honourable  gentlemen  say?  They  said 
it  would  simply  be  made  a  political  machine ; 
Mr.Lawry 


that  the  money  would  be  advanced  to  tiie 
friends  and  claquers  of  the  Government,  and 
that  they  would  never  be  able  to  oolleot  iha 
interest.  At  that  time  I  had  considerable 
doubts  myself  as  to  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  lending  money  in  Auckland.  I  knew  very 
well  that,  unfortunately  for  Auckland,  there 
were  too  many  bone-dust  shops  ;  I  knew  rm 
well  that,  unfortunately  for  Auckland,  we  had 
a  lot  of  poor  land  with  struggling  settlarB. 
But  I  am  very  proud  to  say,  upon  the  floor  of 
this  House  to-day,  that  the  lending  Board  under 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  has  been  mote 
successful  in  Auckland,  and  Its  operatione  have 
been  attended  with  less  cost,  than  in  any  other 
part  of  New  Zealand,  and  there  are,  praotioalW 
speaking,  no  arrears  of  interest  in  Auckland. 
Now,  I  come  to  the  question  of  the  railways. 
We  know  very  well  the  honourable  members 
on  the  Opposition  benches  are  in  favour,  if  they 
got  into  power,  of  taking  the  railways  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Administration  of  the  day,  and  re- 
verting in  some  degree  to  the  iniquitous  system 
which  prevailed  under  the  Commissioners.  I 
think,  if  you  were  to  take  a  plebiscite  of  the 
people  from  the  North  Cape  to  Stewart  Island, 
there  would  be  an  overwhelming  majority  in 
favour  of  the  administration  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  is  now  controlling  our  railways. 
And  I  might  say,  with  some  knowledge  of  tiie 
circumstances  of  the  case,  that  if  there  has 
been  one  thing  more  than  another  which  has 
popularised  this  Government  it  has  been  the 
administration  of  the  Minister  for  Railways, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  has  met  the  re- 
quirements of  the  settlers.  I  know  very  well 
that  when  the  Railway  Commissioners  had 
control  if  you  approached  them  they  would  keep 
you  for  an  hour  arguing  the  question  of  prece- 
dent. I  will  state  one  case  to  illustrate  what  I 
mean.  When  I  represented  the  district  now 
represented  by  the  honourable  member  for 
FrankUn,  the  settlers  came  to  me  and  oom- 
plained  about  the  rate  they  had  to  pay  for  the 
conveyance  of  milk  from  Mangere  to  New- 
market. At  that  time,  under  the  rigims  of  the 
Commissioners,  the  producers  were  charged 
|d.  per  gallon  more  for  carrying  milk  from 
Mangere  to  Newmarket  than  they  were  from 
Mangere  to  Auckland — two  miles  further.  I 
called  on  Mr.  Maxwell,  who  was  in  Auckland 
at  the  time,  and  pointed  out  this  extraordinary 
anomaly,  and  he  said  to  me,  '*  The  thing  is 
done  in  England ;  it  is  done  in  Australia ;  and 
the  thing  will  have  to  be  done  here,  and  for 
this  reason :  because  the  train  is  detained  at 
Newmarket  in  consequence  of  the  taking-ofi  of 
the  milk  from  the  van."  I  said,  "Are  yon 
going  to  make  the  concession  I  am  aelong 
for?"  He  said,  "No."  I  said,  " I  admire  you, 
because  yon  have  the  courage  of  your  opin- 
ions; but  I  cannot  give  you  credit  for  your 
administration  or  your  judgment.  I  will  oiing 
the  whole  thing  up  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
I  thought  the  change  would  not  be  made ;  but 
the  next  Gazette  issued  contained  the  infor- 
mation that  the  concession  was  made.  We 
hear  a  good  deal  about  the  national  debt  of 
this  country.    And  when  I  hear  people  talk. 
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about  oar  national  debt,  and  howl  aboat  oar 
obligationB — with  a  coantry  like  this,  with  its 
great  resoarces— when  I  hear  people  talking 
aboat  the  probabilities  of  repudiation,  I  am  led 
to  wonder  whether  they  possess  the  ordinary 
powers  necessary  to  fairly  discriminate.    The 
only  consolation  to  me  is  that  there  are  grow- 
ing ap  in  this  coantry  a  band  of  young  New- 
Zealanders  who  love  their  country,  and  who 
are  not  pessimists  like  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata,  controlled  probably  by  the 
leader   of    the   Opposition.     When  I  realise 
what  this  coantry  is  capable  of  producing, 
when  I  consider  that  we  have  now  only  about 
750,000  people — a   country  capable  of  main- 
taining from  four  to  ten  millions  of  people — 
when  I  realise.  Sir,  the  immense  population 
which  this  country  is  capable  of  supporting  in 
comfort,  almost  in  luxury,  I  am  constrained  to 
say  that,  taking  the  trumpei^  national  debt  as 
it  stands  to-day,  it  is  as  msignifioant,  in  com- 
pckrison  with  our  enormous  assets  and  unde- 
veloped resources,  as  is  the  small  dust  of  the 
balances.    And  then,  we  hear  people  talking 
of  getting  rid  of  the  national  debt  by  selling 
our  railways  I    Sir,  I  yenture  to  say,  without 
the  slightest  fear  of  contradiction,  that  if  the 
Minister  for  Railways  was  foolish  enough,  sup- 
ported by  Cabinet,  to  advocate  the  selling  of 
these  railways,  you  would  get  a  syndicate  in 
England  to  take  them  up,  no  matter  how  high 
you  put  the  value,  at  a  price  more  than  suffi- 
cient  to   pay   the    whole    national    debt    of 
New   Zealand.     And   for   this   reason:   You 
cannot  take  the  railways  of  a  young  country 
at  their  present  value.    You  would  get  people 
to  take  up  the  railways  supposing  they  did  not 
get  one  shilling  on  their  investment  for  the 
next  ten  years.    If  we  have  not  sense  enough 
to  realise  what  the  value  of  our  assets  are — 
when  I  say  "we"  I  speak  of  members  sup- 
porting the  Opposition — there  are  people  in 
the  Old  Country  who  know  what  they   are 
worth  collaterally,  and  who  would  buy  them 
in  accordance  with  what  they  would  be  worth 
in  twenty  years'  time.    But,  supposing  we  were 
foolish    enough    to    sell  our  railways,  would 
that  relieve  us  from  the  burdens  of  taxation  ? 
We  know  very  well  that,  if  we  were  to  submit 
our  railways  to  public  sale,  there  are  syndicates 
in  London  that  would  buy  them;   but  what 
would  the  result  be  ?    Instead  of  sending  away 
our  money  raised  in  the  shape  of  taxation, 
the   money   realised    from    traffic    would    be 
sent    away,  to   pay   those   people   who    had 
bought  them   up,  and  the   result   would   be 
not  one  single  penny  of  benefit  to  the  colony 
of  New  Zealand.    Quite  the  contrary,  because 
we  would  lose  the  whole  of   the  prospective 
value.    Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere^**  left-winger  "  though  he  may  be 
^4uring  the  whole  course  of  his  speech  ap- 
peared to  shadow  forth  the  advantages  of  a 
proper  system  of  local  government.     On  that 
particular  issue  I  am  entirely  in  accord  with 
the  honourable  member.    I  think  I  have  said, 
on  frequent  occasions,  that  I  am  in  favour  of  a 
system  of  local  government  which  would  en- 
'tirely  take  out  of  the  hands  of  this  House  the 


question  of  dealing  with  roads  and  bridges. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  at  an '  early  part  of  the 
session    to    bring    down    their   publio-worka 
policy ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  paid  a 
very  left-handed  compliment    to  the  honour 
and   integrity  of  honourable  members  when 
he    said    that    the    votes     would     be     oast 
very  differently  if   that  policy   were   brought 
down  earlier  in  the  session.     The  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Lands  says  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  mean  it.    I  would  like  to 
know  whether  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
know    it   or   not  ?      But,    Sir,  I  have  been 
in  this  House  for  a  much  longer  period  than 
the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere,  and 
I  think  I  might  say  generally,  as  one  who 
has  taken  a  keen  and,  perhaps,  a  somewhat 
particular  observation  of  what  has  taken  place 
in  this  House — I  may  say,  without  hesitation 
and  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  I  have 
never  known  a  single  vote  in  this  House  in- 
fluenced by  eiUier  a  local  road  or  bridge.    Sir, 
it  comes  down  to  this :  that,  whilst  I  am  pre- 
pared to  support  any  local  government  pro- 
posal which  would  place  this  House  above  the 
status  of  a  huge  Board  of  Works,  which  would 
elevate  it  to  a  plane  whereon  it  could  take 
its  proper    position,  and  discharge    its    true 
and   proper   functions   as  that   of  a  legisla- 
tive body,  pure  and  simple,  making  laws  for 
the  advancement  and  good  of  this  young  and 
growing  nation,  I  am  prepared  also  to  assert 
this :  that  every  member  m  this  House  should 
record  his  vote  in  accordance  with  his  election 
pledges,  and  if  he  does  not  do  that  he  descends . 
to  the  status  of  a  "  left-winger,'*  and  deserves 
to  be  designated  as  a  contemptible  rat.    Then, 
Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  in  his  speech  referred  to  the  question  of 
population,  and  said  that  the  population  had 
not  increased.    He  gave  returns  for  a  certain 
period — a  very  recent  period  —  in  support  of 
his  contention.    Sir,  I  attach  no  importance 
whatever  to  the  migration  or  immigration  of 
population :  the  whole  thing  is  adventitious. 
I  would  like  to  point  out  this :  An  honourable 
gentleman   who   once  represented  Rangitikei 
in  this  House  was  a  great  personal  friend 
of    mine  —  perhaps     the     greatest    personal 
friend  I  have  ever  had  in  my  life,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  greatest  political  opponent.    I 
refer  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  repre- 
sented Bangitikei  in  1887  and  at  a  later  period 
—Mr.  B.  C.  Bruce.    He  said,  and  rightly  said,, 
that  he  did  not  want  to  see  this  country  rushed 
with  people  from  the  outside.     What  he  said 
was  this — and  it  was  an  axiom  which  I  think 
every   patriot    in  the  country  must  accept ; 
certainly,  every  father  of   a  family  and  every 
guardian  of  a  child — ^he  said,  "  There  is  only 
a  limited  quantity  of  land  in  this  countzv ;  and 
you  see  your  children  teeming  out   of   your 
schools  by  hundreds,  and  you  must  realise  that 
in    the    country  districts  these  children    are 
brought  up  to  know  all  about  horses  and  cowa 
and  sheep,  and  agricultural  matters;   and  if 
you  induce  people  to  come  here  by  the  thou- 
sand and  take  up  the  lands  of  the  country* 
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Caze  going  to  pUuse  your  childzen,  who  haTe 
i  bom  heze,  in  a  ihoiuand  times  wone 
position  than  we  ware  when  we  came  to  the 
oolony."  What  I  believe  is  that  we  should  wel- 
oome  with  open  anns  every  respeotable  man 
who  comes  to  this  country,  whether  he  has 
money  or  not,  and  no  matter  of  what  creed  or 
nationality.  What  we  want  to  do  is  to  realise 
this :  that  we  want  New  Zealand  for  New- 
2ealanders.  If  the  honourable  gentleman's 
theory  is  carried  out  in  its  entirety,  and  if  the 
Government  lay  down  lines  which  would  drag 
people  here  from  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and 
America,  and  flood  the  whole  country,  what 
are  we  going  to  do  with  our  children?  We 
know  very  well  at  the  present  time  the  people 
of  the  country — the  parents — are  endeavonnng 
to  rush  their  children  into  the  Civil  Service. 
We  know  very  well  that  at  the  present  time 
the  whole  Civil  Service  is  fliled  with  friends 
of  the  Opposition.  Sir,  I  remember  some 
years  ago,  when  the  late  Hon.  Mr.  Sheehan 
was  in  this  House,  that  he  once  made  this 
statement:  that  directly  there  was  a  male 
child  bom  in  Taranaki — a  representative  of 
the  families  of  Atkinson  or  Bichmond — the 
news  was  flashed  along  the  telegraph-wires  or 
by  special  message  to  Wellington,  and  that 
child  was  at  once  entered  as  a  candidate  for 
,  Q  Q  the  Civil  Service.  We  know  very  well 
'  at  the  present  time  the  Government 
are  making  huge  mistakes ;  they  are  making  a 
huge  mistake  in  this  important  particular: 
they  are  neglecting  their  friends.  If  ever  there 
was  a  Government  in  office  that  neglected  to 
give  spoils  to  the  victors  it  is  the  Premier  and 
'  his  colleagues ;  if  ever  there  was  a  Government 
in  power  that  gave  spoils  to  the  vanquished, 
recommend  me  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
and  his  colleagues.  The  whole  Civil  Service, 
and  every  public  position,  and  every  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  whether  he  can  read  and  write  or 
not,  has  been  appointed  at  the  instigation  of 
the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Opposition 
benches — and  especially  those  who  cannot  read 
and  write.  The  member  for  Wellington  City 
and  his  friends  stated  with  a  great  flourish  of 
trumpets  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  colony  that  his  readvent  to  public  life 
was  going  to  kill  the  Government,  and  then 
the  nonourable  gentleman,  with  the  incon- 
sistency that  characterises  not  himself  but 
the  party  to  which  he  belongs,  came  to 
Auckland  and  made  a  speech  before  the 
National  Ass.,  which  is  now  as  dumb  as  a  door- 
nail, and  cannot  bray.  He  said  it  was  not  an 
Opposition  victory  at  all;  that  he  was  the 
onl^  man. who  could  have  won  the  election*.  I 
believe  he  stated  what  was  the  absolute  troth. 
But  how  did  he  win  it  ?  By  a  compact  with 
A  "left-winger."  Has  it  not  been  shown 
by  the  honourable  gentleman's  votes  in  this 
House  ?  What  happened  ?  B v  a  compact  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch  City, 
Mr.  T.  E.  Taylor,  and  with  Sir  Robert  Stout,  the 
honourable  gentleman  won  the  election.  What 
did  we  see  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Duthie)  ?  Side  by  side  with  mvself  the  honour- 
Able  gentleman  stood  up  in  this  House,  not  as 
Mr.  Lawry 


the  champion  of  the  poblioans  or  brewers,  baft 
as  the  champion  of  fair-play  to  a  trade  oaniad 
on  under  the  provisions  of  the  wristing  law. 
He  was  looked  upon  in  chis  House  as  the  friend 
of  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  liquos 
trade ;  but  at  the  by-election,  through  a  oom- 
paot  with  Mr.  Taylor  and  Sir  Robert  Stout,  the 
whole  of  the  Prohibitionists  in  Wellington  wen 
dragged  into  the  Duthie  stockyard,  and  cama 
out  branded  *'  Opposition."  I  might  say  in  oon- 
nection  with  this  matter  that  I  am  actuated 
by  principles  of  the  most  rigid  impartiality. 
I  want  to  say  that  I  believe  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  and  his  colleagues  made  a  mistake 
in  interfering  with  the  Wellington  election.  I 
believe  that  if  the  thing  had  been  left  to  the 
Wellington  people— if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  won  the  seat  had  not  the  lever — and 
a  powerful  lever  it  was  that  he  had,  the  whola 
of  the  Government  party  against  him  —  he 
would  have  ffone  down — well,  he  would  have 
gone  up,  perhaps,  like  a  rooket,  but  he  would 
not  have  come  down  like  a  stick.  Speaking 
about  this  matter,  I  hope  the  time  will  oome 
when  every  man  who  stands  at  an  election  for 
a  seat  in  this  House  will  have  absolutely  to 
rely  on  his  own  merit ;  because  I  take  it,  if  a 
candidate  is  unable  to  clothe  his  own  thoughts 
in  proper  language,  and  express  them  in  suit- 
able words,  that  should  be  taken  as  prima 
facie  evidence  that  he  is  unfit  to  ocoupv 
the  high  and  important  office  he  seeks  to  ml. 
But  while  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  that  the 
Premier  and  his  colleagues  made  a  mistake, 
what  happened  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man got  sick  ?  He  dragged  the  greatest  political 
acrobat  the  world  has  ever  seen  up  here,  in  the 

S arson  of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
ity,  Mr.  Scobie  Maokensie,  to  advocate  his 
cause ;  and,  apropos  of  this  question,  I  can  re- 
member very  well  an  incident  that  occurred  in 
this  House  illustrative  of  what  I  have  just 
stated.  I  can  well  remember  when  Mr.  James 
Allen,  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  oame 
here  at  a  by-election.  He  was  virtually  beaten 
at  the  election  by  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment party.  What  I  mean  by  * '  members  of  the 
Government  party  "  is  the  electors  supportin| 
the  Government  party  in  that  electorate.  And 
what  happened  ?  Mr.  Scobie  Mackemde  went 
up  to  deliver  an  address  at  Eaitangata.  He 
blackened  his  hands  with  coal  and  he  blaok- 
ened  his  face  like  a  nigffer,  and  he  went  to  the 
meeting  and  said,  *<  This  is  the  result  of  nsinc 
Westport  as  against  Kaitangata  coal."  I  said 
that  the  operations  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, the  present  member  for  Dunedin  Oity, 
had  no  effect  on  the  election ;  and  what  did  he 
do?  He  put  his  hand  almost  on  the  head  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Broce,  and  said, 
"  There  is  the  result."  Bather  than  oooapy  a 
position  like  that  I  would  go  to  Timbuctoo  and 
play  the  part  of  a  nigger.  Sir,  coming  baok 
now  to  a  much  more  important  question,  I  take 
it  that  the  best  verdict  you  can  have  in  the 
world  is  the  verdict  of  public  opinion.  Just 
before  the  House  met  we  had  it  ringing  from 
one  end  of  the  oolony  to  the  other  that  we  were 
going  to  have  a  dissolution.    Supposing  we  had 
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a  diflsolation,  does  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  leads  the  Opposition  in  this  House  sup- 

Kse  for  one  moment  that  there  is  any  mem- 
r  supporting  the  Oovemment  afraid  to  face 
a  dissolution?  The  only  persons  cringing 
and  fearing  a  dissolution  are  the  gentlemen 
on  the  Opposition  benches.  Sir,  &e  whole 
country  from  one  end  to  the  other  has  in- 
dorsed the  ijolicy  of  the  Government.  The 
oountiy  is  tired  of  the  pessimistic  doctrine 
and  the  wails  of  the  political  Jeremiahs 
on  the  Opposition  benches.  We  know  very 
well,  Sir,  that  every  industry  in  the  colony  is 
flourishing,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  in 
many  parts  of  the  colony  the  farmers  have  had 
to  contend  against  inclement  weather,  against 
droughts,  and  in  many  cases  against  floods. 
But  we  know  very  well  that  the  country  is 
progressing.  The  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington Olty  said  just  now  that  no  person  would 
buy  land  under  existing  circumstcuioes.  Surely 
he  must  forget  the  sale  of  land  that  has  just 
taken  place,  when  a  firm  of  auctioneers,  in- 
structed by  Mr.  Pharazyn,  obtained  the 
highest  price  that  was  ever  obtained  for  pas- 
toral land  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  it 
is  situated. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— £10,000  more  than  antici- 
pated. 

Mr.  LAWBY.-^Yes,  it  realised  £10,000  more 
than  was  anticipated.  And,  talk  about  lands 
in  Auckland!  A  legislator  came  over  from 
Queensland  recently,  and  in  the  Auckland 
District,  in  the  district  represented  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin,  he  bought 
an  estate  for  which,  I  think,  he  gave  some- 
thing like  £35  an  acre,  although  it  would  only 
return  about  3  per  cent,  upon  the  outlay,  so 
.  much  faith  had  this  Queeneland  legislator  in 
the  safe  investment  which  this  country  offers. 
Sir,  if  you  open  up  a  block  of  land  now, 
whether  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
or  ordinary  Grown  lands,  if  a  block  of  good 
land  is  thrown  open  you  will  see  the  people 
rushing  higgledypiggledy,  one  over  the  other, 
to  be  first  for  it.  As  for  land  in  the  district 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Waikato,  Mr. 
Lang,  if  a  block  of  land  was  opened  across  the 
Waikato  River,  I  am  afraid  there  would  be 
bribery  and  corruption,  because  I  know  thet 
icores  of  peojsle  have  been  offered  money  not 
to  tender  for  it.  Sir,  you  cannot  get  over  the 
fact  that  there  never  was  a  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  colony  when  the  people  were  more 
desirous  to  invest  their  money  on  solid  security, 
or  when  the  people  were  more  desirous  to  take 
op  land.  And,  Sir,  it  has  been  raised  as  a 
bogey  against  this  Government  that  they  have 
been  interfering,  or  endeavouring  to  interfere, 
with  the  freehold  tenure.  I  think  I  once  said 
on  the  Auckland  platform  that  I  would  just  as 
soon  believe  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  the 
enemy  of  the  human  race,  or  that  Peabody  was 
not  a  philanthropist,  as  to  believe  that  the 
Hon.  John  McKensie,  with  every  instinct, 
every  desire  to  help  the  country,  would  do 
any&ing  to  rob  the  bond  fide  settler  of  his 
freehold.  And,  Sir,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Lands  Act  which  we  have  now  you  are 


not  compelled  to  take  up  land  under  leasehold^ 
as  I  understand  the  matter. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— What  about  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act  ? 

Mr.  LAWRY.— If  you  do  not  like  to  take  up 
land  under  that  Act  you  need  not.  Let  me 
meet  the  honourable  gentleman  on  his  own 
ground.  Has  there  been  in  the  colony  any 
greater  success  than  the  Land  for  Settlements 
Act  ?  What  did  the  honourable  gentleman  do 
on  an  Auckland  platform?  Did  he  not  de- 
nounce the  Government  for  buying  Oheviot? 
Did  he  not,  with  all  the  eloquence  he  possessed, 
endeavour  to  convince  the  Auckland  people 
that  the  settlement  of  the  Cheviot  was  a 
failure  ?  Is  he  prepared  now  to  establish  it  as 
a  fact  that  the  settlement  of  the  Cheviot  has 
been  a  failure?  I  regard  it  as  one  of  the 
greatest  successes  ever  achieved  under  any 
Government  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Cheviot  was  not  taken 
under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— It  was  taken  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— No. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— Well,  Ido  not  care  whether  it 
was  or  not.  At  any  rate,  it  was  settled  under  the 
same  conditions  as  land  taken  up  under  that 
Act.  The  honourable  gentleman  predicted, 
however,  that  the  purchase  and  settlement  of 
Cheviot  would  be  a  failure;  but  the  returns 
prove  it  to  have  been  a  most  unqualified  suo- 
cess,  and  what  I  have  to  regret  exceedingly  is 
that  we  have  no  settlement  in  Auckland  like 
Cheviot.  I  hope,  when  dealing  with  the  land 
question,  the  Minister  of  Lands  will  take  Into 
consideration  the  absolute  necessity,  in  the 
interests  of  the  North  Island,  of  getting  an 
experimental  State  farm  in  Auckland.  Some 
of  the  land  is  fairly  good.  Portions  of  It  are 
leased  at  £2  an  acre,  and  the  people  are 
making  good  livings  on  it.  At  any  rate,  I  am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  pay  a  tribute  of  praise 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Franklin.  He 
has  been  consistent  and  persietent  in  endea- 
vouring to  obtain  a  State  experimental  farm 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Auckland,  and  I  con- 
sider that  in  Auckland,  with  its  tropical  cli- 
mate and  variety  of  soils,  we  could  get  one  of 
the  best  places  in  the  colony  for  a  farm  of  the 
kind.  Some  of  the  farms  of  six  hundred  acres 
have  as  many  as  five  or  six  different  classes  of 
soil — the  honourable  member  for  Franklin  will 
bear  me  out  in  that ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  if 
we  want  a  State  farm  on  which  to  make  experi- 
ments we  must  have  an  opportunity  of  testing 
the  various  classes  of  soil  that  are  to  be  found 
in  the  provincial  district  in  which  the  farm  is 
started.  With  some  knowledge,  then,  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  I  say  there  is  no 
^ace  in  New  Zealand  that  is  so  well  adapted 
for  the  conditions  of  a  farm  of  the  kind  as  is 
the  Auckland  District.  I  have  scarcely  time  to 
deal  with  a  very  important  measure  that  has 
been  placed  before  the  country — the  measure 
which  alludes  to  dealing  with  Native  lands. 
We  know  very  well  there  are  a  number  of  mem* 
hers  of  the  House  who  believe  in  absolute  free 
trade  in  Native  lands.    In  theory  their  conton- 
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tion  must  be  Bupported,  bat  in  praotioe  theze 
IB  no  member  in  this  House  who  can  logi- 
cally support  it.  We,  old  Nortb-Islanders,  re- 
member the  time  when  there  was  what  was 
called  free  trade  in  Native  lands,  but  there 
could  never  be  such  a  thing  as  that  in  fair 
practical  issues.  We,  in  Auckland,  remember 
the  purchase  of  the  huge  Patetere  Estate. 
The  land  comprising  it  was  covered  by  a  popu- 
lation that  made  it,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
Orown  property;  but  a  few  interested  and 
wealthy  people  in  Auckland,  who  knew  how  to 
pull  the  ropes  and  to  manipulate  the  pakeha- 
Maoris,  got  the  Proclamation  thrown  off  the 
block  as  though  it  were  a  loose  garment,  and 
the  whole  went  into  the  hands  of  a  few  specu- 
lators. I  have  been  told  by  men  in  Auckland 
that  it  would  have  been  much  better  if  the 
land  had  never  been  touched  by  those  who  ac- 
-quired  it.  I  met  that  assertion  by  saying  that, 
Suppose  I  was  walking  down  Queen  Street,  and 
I  met  you,  and  there  was  a  big  roll  sticking 
out  of  your  pocket,  and  I  supposed  it  was  a  roll 
of  bank-notes,  and  pulled  it  out  of  your  pocket, 
and  then  found  it  was  only  a  roll  of  waste- 
paper:  I  say  that  that  fact  would  not  make 
my  action  any  the  less  dishonourable ;  and  I 
say  to  honourable  members  that  if  you  revert 
to  free  trade  in  Native  lands  the  ordinary  indi- 
vidual would  have  no  more  chance  of  getting  a 
piece  of  Native  land  unless  he  understood  the 
manipulation,  and  how  to  work  the  Maori  doc- 
tors and  pakeha-Maoris,  than  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  would  have  of  going  to  heaven 
without  religion.  I  assert  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  on  the  right  lines.  I  have  attended  a 
large  number  of  Native  meetings ;  I  have  ad- 
dressed a  gathering  of  about  three  thousand 
Maoris  at  Waihi,  at  Huntly,  on  the  Waikato 
River,  and  I  laid  down  what  I  considered  to  be 
the  real  position— that  the  principles  embodied 
in  the  Government  measure  were  the  right  ones 
for  the  Natives.  We  heard  the  Conservative 
organ  in  Auckland  say  that  it  was  an  iniquitous 
thing,  and  that  it  would  establish  a  lot  of  Maori 
landlords 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— Is  that  the  Star  f 

Mr.  LA  WRY.— No ;  the  Herald. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — The  Star  said  so. 

Mr.  LAWRX.— I  thought  it  was  the  only 
Auckland  organ  that  supported  the  honourable 
member  for  Franklin.  Sir,  we  are  told  what  an 
iniquitous  thing  it  would  be  to  start  a  lot  of 
Maori  landlords.  What  has  happened  here  on 
the  west  coast  of  this  Island  ?  We  have  had 
it  from  a  lot  of  people— from  personal  friends  of 
my  own — who  declare  that  if  the  Government 
passed  this  measure  they  would  sell  their  free- 
hold and  take  up  a  Maori  lease  under  proper 
conditions— under  the  conditions  laid  down  in 
the  Government  Bill.  I  regret  exceedingly  to 
know  that  a  lot  of  interested  people  in  Auck- 
land,  in  Taranaki,  and  in  Wellington  have 
been  sending  round  their  paid  agents  to  stir 
up  strife  amongst  the  Maoris  as  against  the 
CTovernment  proposals.  But  take  the  meeting 
at  Huntly — take  the  speech  made  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Carroll,  and  perhaps  the  greater  speech 
made  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier — and  out  of 
Jfr.  Lawry 


that  vast  meeting  there  was  not  one  singl* 
dissentient  to  the  Government  proposals.  Tako 
the  meeting  which  was  held  in  the  Wairarapa 
— at  Papawai.  The  Premier  there  laid  down 
his  proposals  to  all  the  principal  chiefs  in 
this  part  of  the  Island,  and  by  a  consensoa 
of  opinion  they  were  agreed  to.  They  wore 
carried  by  as  enthusiastic  a  vote  as  ever  I 
>saw  at  a  Maori  meeting,  and  it  was  deoided 
that  they  would  support  the  Government  pro- 
posals. But,  Sir,  it  is  the  same  old  thing  over 
and  over  again.  Directly  a  Liberal  Goyem- 
ment  attempts  to  effect  reforms  which  are  ab- 
solutely necessary,  either  in  the  interests  of 
the  Natives  or  in  the  interests  of  the  pakeha, 
the  honourable  gentlemen — not  the  leader  d 
the  Opposition,  but  his  sateUites  who  are  be- 
hind nun,  go  about  stirring  up  strife,  and  en- 
deavouring to  frustrate  the  good  intention  of 
the  proposals  made  by  the  Government 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Satellites  do  not  stay 
behind 

Mr.  LAWRY.— It  d^es  not  matter  whether 
they  stay  behind  or  go  before,  they  are  there  all 
the  same. 

Mr.  WASON  (Selwyn).— Sir,  some  hononr- 
able  members  on  the  Government  side  who 
have  addressed  the  House  have  adopted  that 
old-fashioned  system  of  setting  up  a  sort  of 
Aunt  Sally  and  then  taking  cookshies  at  it. 
They  put  a  policy  in  our  mouths  which  none  of 
us,  so  far  as  I  know,  have  ever  attempted  to 
utter,  and  then  they  proceed  to  the  refutation 
of  that  policy.  Some  have  suggested  that  the 
efiect  of  carrying  the  amendment  proposed  last 
night  would  have  been  a  return  to  the  old 
system  of  taxation  known  as  the  property-tax, 
as  against  the  land-  and  income- tc^.  W^l, 
whatever  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  o£^ 
the  Ifl^d-  and  income-tax  may  be,  I  do  not' 
think  there  is  the  slightest  intention  on  the 
part  of  members  of  this  House  to  propose  its 
repeal,  or  to  propose  a  return  to  what  I  believe 
would  be  the  more  fair  and  equitable  system  of 
taxation — namely,  the  property-tax.  The  same 
thing  has  been  said  with  reference  to  the 
management  of  our  railways.  Although  pos- 
sibly many  of  us  believe  that  the  management 
under  the  Railway  Commissioners  was  more 
satisfactory,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
strong  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  conntiy 
or  the  House  for  a  return  to  the  system 
under  which  the  railways  were  then  managed. 
The  feeling  is  that  certainly  it  would  be  mora 
advantageous  to  the  community  at  large  that 
the  railways  should  be  managed  with  some 
degree  of  competency  and  some  degree  of  expert 
skill.  While  not  wishing  to  detract  from  die 
work  done  by  the  present  Minister  for  Railways, 
I  must  say  it  is  impossible  for  any  member 
of  this  House  to  successfully  undertake  the 
management  of  a  great  public  system  snoh  as 
this  without  a  lifelong  experience.  At  the 
same  time,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  honourable  members  to 
move  for  a  repeal  of  that  arrangement,  even  if 
there  was  a  chance  of  carrying  it,  which  I 
think  is  not  likely.  The  oonstitutional  posi- 
tion taken  up,  I  believe,  by  most  members  of 
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this  Hoaae  is  that  we  want,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  leave  things  alone,  and  not  rush  into  hasty 
change,  even  though  we  are  oeriain  such 
change  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  country. 
We  prefer  to  bear  those  ills  we  have  rather 
than  to  fly  to  those  we  know  nothing  what- 
ever about.  What  we  wish  to  avoid  above 
all  things  is  hasty  legislation  in  any  shape 
or  form.  Those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  addressed  the  House  from  the  Govern- 
ment benches  need  be  under  no  alarm  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  present  Opposition  coming 
into  power.  Sir,  the  honourable  member  who 
last  addressed  the  House  reminded  me  some- 
what of  an  historical  character  known  as  Mr. 
Dick  in  "  David  Gopperfield,"  who  could  never 
keep  King  Charles's  head  out  of  his  memo- 
randa. The  honourable  member  is  exactly  the 
same  in  regard  to  the  "  left  wing."  He  goes 
for  the  members  of  the  "  left  wing  '*  in  season 
and  out  of  season.  He  is  continually  bringing 
them  up  for  what  he  imagines  to  be  their 
shortcomings  towards  the  Liberal  party.  Well, 
those  honourable  gentlemen  are  quite  at 
liberty  to  speak  for  themselves,  and  no  doubt 
they  will  do  so;  but  I  certainly  think  their 
conduct  is  to  be  admired  in  many  ways 
and  on  mfmy  grounds.  We  should  have 
fewer  questions  treated,  as  we  have  them  now 
treated,  unconstitutionally — namely,  as  votes 
of  want  of  confidence— and  on  fewer  occasions 
would  fair  expressions  of  opinion  be  prevented 
from  being  arrived  at,  if  more  honourable  mem- 
bers followed  their  example.  I  believe,  on 
^.  Q  several  occasions  already  during  this 
session,  that  if  the  House  had  been  al- 
lowed to  vote  fairly  and  squarely  in  favour  of 
several  amendments  that  were  brought  in  they 
would  have  done  so ;  but  when  it  is  treated 
as  a  vote  of  no  confidence  it  is  of  course  ab- 
solutely impossible  for  this  House  to  arrive  at  a 
fair  decision  on  a  given  question.  Now,  I  do 
not  pretend  for  a  moment  to  say  that  the 
Financial  Statement  does  not  show  a  fair  and 
satisfactory  surplus  out  of  the  year's  transac- 
tions. I  think,  all  over  the  country  the  people 
will  be  well  satisfied  to  know  that  it  is  so, 
«nd  that  we  are  progressing,  and  that  the 
«olony  as  a  whole  is  prosperous ;  and  I  think 
that  every  member  of  the  House  will  be  glad 
that  he  can  establish  that  for  himself  out 
of  the  Financial  Statement.  But  what  I  do 
complain  of  is  this :  that  the  Financial  State- 
ment is  used  for  other  purposes  than  that 
of  giving  one  a  fair  indication  of  the  finances 
of  the  colony :  it  is  used  to  a  verv  great  extent 
JM  a  sort  of  advertising  puff  for  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier  and  his  followers.  Now,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  Statement— for  I  may  just  as 
well  start  with  that — we  are  told  that  owing 
to  the  legislation  of  the  present  Government 
"the  labourer  scouring  the  country  for  work, 
commonly  known  as  the  *  swagger,'  is  now  be- 
coming a  thing  of  the  past."  Now,  that  state- 
ment, I  maintain,  is  entirely  incorrect.  There 
Are  many  men,  to  my  knowledge,  who  are  at 

Sesent  seeking  work,  and  who  are  scourins 
e  oountry  for  it ;  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfiea 
that  honourable  members  who  are  engaged  in 


agrioultoral  porsoits  will  bear  me  oat  when 
I  say  there  is  an  enormous  number  of  men 
who  are  seeking  employment  and  who  can- 
not get  it.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
also  tells  us  "The  safest  and  permanent 
solution  is  to  place  such  of  them  as  are  will- 
ing upon  the  land."  Now,  I  say,  and  I  say  it 
with  all  respect,  that  it  is  absolutely  cruel  to 
place  people  of  that  sort  on  the  land  unless 
they  have  got  sufficient  knowledge  and  means 
to  start  with.  I  will  come  back  to  that  part  of 
the  question  later  on  in  the  course  of  my  re- 
marks. When  I  say  this  Statement  is  an 
advertising  puff,  I  say  it  is  so  because  of  the 
amount  oF  unnecessary  verbiage  that  is  intro- 
duced into  it.  We  are  told  that  at  one  time — 
and  possibly  it  is  true  of  this  time  equally — 
that  wars  used  to  be  waged  with  foreign  ooun- 
tries  simply  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  men's 
attention  from  their  internal  affairs,  and  so 
that  the  foreign  policy  might  divert  their 
attention  from  their  immediate  surroundings. 
Now,  I  think  there  is  something  of  this  to  be 
seen  in  the  present  Financial  Statement.  Sir, 
the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  on  more  than  one 
occasion  has  alluded  to  us  on  this  side  of  the 
House  as  enemies.  Why  he  should  have  done 
so  I  cannot  imagine.  Why  should  he  consider 
people  who  are  settled  in  the  country,  and 
who  are  colonising  the  oountryj  and  who  are 
anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the  country,  as 
enemies  I  really  cannot  conceive. 

Mr.  MOBBISON.— Political  enemies. 

Mr.  WASON.— It  is  all  the  same,  and  you 
cannot  get  over  that ;  and  if  you  consider  that 
I  am  at  all  an  enemy  when  I  am  trying  to  do 
the  best  I  can  for  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony,  I  say  it  is  a  term  that  ought  never  to  be 
used  in  our  political  life.  Why,  Sir,  our  only 
object  on  this  side  of  the  House  is  to  prevent 
crude,  and  hasty,  and  ill-considered  legislation 
from  becoming  law.  There  is  no  particular 
hurry,  as  far  as  we  know,  for  any  legislation,  and 
I  would  even  say  that  the  less  legislation  that 
is  passed  many  of  us  think  the  better  it  would 
be  for  the  country  at  large.  We  know  it  is 
perfectly  true  that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
represent  a  minority  at  the  present  moment, 
but  I  think  the  time  will  not  be  very  long  in 
coming  when  that  minority  may  become  a 
majority  in  the  country.  I  think  there  are 
now  very  strong  indications  all  over  the 
country  that  the  oountry  is  very  weary  of  the 
present  Administration.  I  think  the  people 
throughout  the  country  are  also  weary  of 
the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier,  and  of  the 
iron  hand  with  which  he  rules  this  oountry. 
Some  day— and  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  very 
long — the  bubble  will  burst,  and  the  people  will 
find  that  the  idol  which  they  have  set  up,  the 
despot  at  whose  shrine  they  worship,  is  nothing 
more  than  what  is  described  by  the  poet  Bud- 
yard  Kipling,— 

Bloomin'  idol  made  of  mud 
What  they  call  the  great  god  Budd. 
It  will  not  be  long  before  the  people  of  this 
country  find  that  out.    It  is  not  so  long  ago 
that  the  Premier  was  the  idol  of  the  Prohi- 
bition party  all  over  the  country. 
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Hon.  Mehbkbs.— No. 

Mr.  WA80N.— He  was  the  absolute  idol  of 
it,  and  he  introdnced  in  this  House  and  forced 
through  it,  through  long  and  weary  sittings, 
the  most  drastic  legislation  ever  proposed  in 
this  or  any  other  Parliament — legislation  to 
make  oriminals  of  half  our  population.  I  say, 
at  that  time,  he  was  the  absolute  idol  of  the 
Prohibitionist  party. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs. — Never. 

Mr.  WASON.— You  have  found  him  out  now. 
You  do  not  say  so ;  you  are  too  'cute  for  that. 
But  it  is  not  long  ago  that,  on  the  other  side, 
vou  alluded  to  the  Premier  as  a  parrot  you 
had  educated  :  "  Bay  *  Prohibition,'  Dick,  or 
you  get  no  sugar ;  say  '  Prohibition,*  Dick." 

An  Hon.  Mjbhbbb. — We  never  addressed  him 
in  those  terms. 

Mr.  WASON.— Those  terms  were  used,  and 
they  were  quoted  in  the  papers  in  almost 
exactly  the  words  I  have  used.  But  you  have 
found  your  idol  out.  He  has  left  the  life-buoy 
of  water,  and  is  now  trying  to  keen  afloat  on 
whiskey.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  will  not 
be  equally  as  unsuccessful  in  that  respect 
before  long.  Are  we  never  to  put  down  this 
vainglorious  boasting  of  the  Premier  as  to 
what  he  has  done,  and  as  to  what  other 
people  have  not  done  ?  He  has,  in  this  State- 
ment, gone  back  twenty- five  years — even  longer 
— in  order  to  exalt  himself,  or  in  order  to  be- 
little his  opponents.  I  say  it  is  nothing  else 
than  almost  a  scandal.  He  knows  this  table  is 
not  true.  He  knows  perfectly  well  that  in  the 
years  alluded  to  — from  1880  to  1888— there 
were  no  such  deficiencies  as  he  tells  us  of.  He 
knows  perfectly  well,  even  before  Captain  Bus- 
sell  spoke,  that  in  each  of  those  years  there 
was  a  fair  surplus.  He  has  simply  done  this 
in  order  to  show  that  under  what  he  calls  a 
Liberal  Government  there  have  been  surpluses, 
while  under  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  Con- 
servative Qovernments  there  have  been  re- 
peated deficiencies.  There  were  no  deficien- 
cies in  those  years.  Now,  I  will  not  trouble 
the  House  by  quoting  a  table  of  figures.  The 
Premier  knows  that  what  I  say  in  connection 
with  this  matter  is  absolutely  correct;  there 
were  no  deficiencies  in  those  years,  and  he 
simply  makes  use  of  the'  term  in  order,  so 
to  speaJc,  to  injure  political  opponents  who 
are  now  dead  and  gone,  after  having  done 
great  and  noble  service  to  the  country.  But 
what  the  country  knows  well  is  this:  that, 
in  the  Tears  during  which  the  Premier  has 
prcBided  over  the  destinies  of  this  country — 
say,  during  the  last  seven  years — he  has  in- 
oieased  the  debt  of  this  country  most  enor- 
mously. I  think  the  Colonial  Treasurer  told 
us  last  night  that  he  had  increased  the  debt  of 
the  country  by  something  like  six  millions.  I 
have  looked  it  up,  and  I  find  it  is  something 
more  than  six  millions ;  and  in  addition  to  that 
there  is  a  large  amount  of  indebtedness  which 
he  has  incurred  on  behalf  of  the  bank.  Now, 
Sir,  that  is  considerably  over  ten  millions  of 
money  for  which  we  have  become  responsible 
during  the  seven  years  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  administration.    Without   want- 


ing to  go  back  again  on  the  past,!  would  ask 
honourable  members  to  imagine  for  a  mo- 
ment that  it  is  the  year  1891,  and  we  are 
told  in  all  seriousness  and  good  faith  that  we 
are  going  to  pledge  our  resources  for  another 
ten  millions,  and  yet  leave  a  great  portion  of 
our  important  public  works  unfinished.  Who 
would  have  believed  at  that  time  that  we  would 
have  incurred  another  ten  millions  of  debt,  and 
that  still  the  railway  to  connect  the  east  and 
west  coasts  of  Canterbury  and  Westland  would 
be  unfinished  ?  Not  long  ago  the  Premier  told 
the  House  that  if  something  was  not  done  with 
the  Midland  Railway  to  satisfy  the  company 
and  the  debenture-holders  of  that  railway  a 
cruel  scandal  would  take  place,  and  that  the 
honour  of  the  colony  would  be  tarnished.  Sinoe 
then  he  has  never  lifted  his  hand  to  prevent 
the  country's  honour  being  tarnished,  as  un- 
doubtedly it  is.  The  position  in  regard  to  that 
railway  is  a  most  painful  one.  Here  we  are, 
sprung  from  the  Mother-country,  and  we  have 
got,  on  something  like  false  pretences,  a  large 
amount  of  money  —  the  savings  of  widows 
and  orphans.  That  railway  was  constructed 
on  the  good  faith  of  this  colony;  and  the 
Premier  told  us  that  the  honour  of  the  country 
would  be  tarnished  if  something  was  not  done, 
and  he  does  nothing,  with  ample  funds  at  his 
disposal.  A  very  small  portion  of  the  ten 
millions  would  have  completed  that  railvray, 
and  the  line  would  at  least  have  been  of  great 
good  to  the  country.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
have  paid  very  much,  but  at  any  rate  there 
would  have  been  this  satisfaction:  that  the 
honour  of  the  country  would  have  been  upheld, 
and  our  name  would  not  have  been  made  mote 
or  less  of  a  byword  in  other  communities.  I 
ask  you  again  to  go  back  seven  years,  before 
this  enormous  amount  was  borrowed,  and  I  aak 
if  any  reasonable  man  would  have  supposed 
they  were  going  to  spend  that  large  sum  and 
to  borrow  more,  and  that  still  the  great  Pro- 
vincial District  of  Auckland  should  be  unoon- 
nected  with  the  Wellington-Napier  District.  I 
do  not  think  one  of  us  would  have  believed 
it.  I  do  not  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Greymouth,  who  suggests  the  bor- 
rowing of  four  millions  more,  would  have  be- 
lieved that  this  great  work  would  still  have 
been  unfinished.  It  is  perfectly  evident  thai 
these  railways  must  go  on.  It  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time.  Are  they  to  go  on  as  now,  in  this 
piecemeal  fashion  ?  fjook  at  the  North  Island 
Trunk  line.  Look  at  the  enormous  cost  that 
has  been  incurred  in  connection  with  the  Mako- 
hine  Viaduct  without  utilising  that  work. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— It  is  not  built  yet. 

Mr.  WASON.— There  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  money  spent  on  it. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— It  is  only  started. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— They  have  been  at  it 
five  years. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— The  concrete  founda- 
tion has  only  recently  been  finished. 

Mr.  WASON.— I  have  not  been  there. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  have  been  there. 

Mr.  WASON.— I  am  very  glad  this  matter 
has  cropped  up,  because  honourahle  members 
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will  tell  us  the  position  it  is  in.  Why  has  this 
eiaormous  expenditure  been  incurred  with- 
out earthly  reason?  The  viaduot  should  not 
have  been  built  until  the  main  line  had 
been  carried  there.  There  ought  to  be  some 
explanation  with  regard  to  this  work.  What 
have  we  to  show  for  all  the  money  we  have 
expended  during  the  last  seven  years?  We 
have  got  a  bank,  certainly,  and  we  have  got 
a  Premier  also  who  will  not  leave  it  alone. 
No  IV,  Sir,  in  addition  to  that  bank,  the 
colony  has  got  an  enormous  landed  stake  in 
the  country  belonging  to  the  Assets  Board. 
Sir,  I  am  told  by  people  who  seem  to 
know,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  the 
owners  of  these  estates  Co  sell  these  estates. 
We  have  it  pretty  well  in  evidence  before  the 
House  that  it  is  impossible.  One  wants  to 
know  why  it  is  impossible.  I  believe  previous 
speakers  have  said  there  is  a  demand  for  land 
at  the  present  time,  and  there  are  people  who 
are  willing  to  settle  these  estates.  One  only 
wonders  why  the  large  estates  belonging  to  the 
Government — I  cannot  for  one  moment  recog- 
nise the  Assets  Board  as  anything  more  or 
less  than  a  Government  department ;  no  doubt 
the  Board  is  an  independent  Board,  but  while 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  has  a  seat  on 
lihat  Board,  and  while  he  rules  the  destinies  of 
this  colony— and,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  destinies 
of  the  Assets  Board  as  well — it  is  utterly  im- 
possible for  members  of  this  House  to  separate 
the  two.  Why,  Sir,  are  these  estates  in  the 
hands  of  the  Assets  Board  unsold  ? 

Mr.  FBASER.— They  are  unsaleable. 

Mr.  W  A  SON. —Sir,  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
an  acre  of  land  in  New  Zealand  that  is  unsale- 
able if  you  give  the  people  proper  inducements 
to  go  on  it.  Some  of  these  estates,  so  I  am 
told,  are  of  great  area.  Is  it  because  of  the 
graduated  tax  that  people  will  not  go  on  these 
estates ;  or  is  it  because  the  Government  have 
power  to  buy  any  of  these  estates  after  people 
nave  gone  on  them  and  worked  them,  and  put 
them  in  proper  condition?  There  must  be 
some  reason  why  these  estates  are  unsaleable. 
I  am  certain  myself  that  at  the  present  time 
in  New  Zealand  land  is  saleable  all  over  both 
Islands ;  and  there  must  be  some  real  reason 
why  these  estates  will  not  sell  at  the  present 
time.  If  it  is  on  account  of  the  graduated  tax, 
or  on  account  of  the  insecure  tenure,  it  is  the 
duty  ot  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  to  bring  down  legis- 
lation as  soon  as  ever  they  can  to  remedy  this 
and  give  people  inducements  to  go  on  these 
estates.  It  will  be  money  well  spent  by  the 
Government  if  we  get  rid  of  them  at  even  a 
lose,  and  put  bond  fide  settlers  on  the  estates 
who  would  work  them,  and  take  an  interest  in 
the  district  and  surroundings;  and  if  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Government  to  go  the  length 
of  saying,  "  We  will  give  you  undisturbed  pos- 
session for  a  number  of  years  if  you  go  into 
this  country  and  work  it/'  and  eve»  dispense 
with  the  graduated  tax  over  these  estates,  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  for  the  community 
at  large,  and  it  would  be  of  great  service  in 
the  settlement  of  the  land.    We  cannot  tell  in 
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this  House  what  is  the  position  in  regard  to 
these  estates.  We  can  only  have  the  state- 
ments of  the  managers  that  they  have  been 
paying  fair  dividends  for  the  last  few  years. 
But  we  have  no  evidence  as  to  the  position  of 
these  estates,  as  to  whether  or  not  they  are 
going  back  in  value,  and  whether,  as  we  have 
been  told  by  honourable  members  who  come 
from  the  particular  districts,  it  is  true  that  on 
many  of  these  estates  the  wages  have  been 
reduced  down  almost  to  the  lowest  possible 
level.  That  is  a  statement  that  has  been 
made  by  people  coming  from  the  district^ 
and  of '  course  they  may  be  correct  or  they 
may  not  be  correct.  The  whole  thing,  to  my 
mind,  is  this :  It  is  a  Government  department^ 
and  the  Government  should  accept  the  re- 
sponsibility and  put  bond  fide  settlers  on  the 
land.  Perhaps  the  most  ridiculous  thing  about 
the  position  is  the  faot  that  this  Government 
department  has  to  pay,  according  to  the 
balance-sheet,  something  like  J69,000  by  way 
of  graduated  tax.  I  really  think  that  is  the 
height  of  absurdity.  We  have  also,  with  the 
large  amount  of  indebtedness  incuirred,  a  costly 
system  of  co-operative  works.  I  think  they 
are  so  thoroughly  discredited  in  the  country 
that  I  do  not  think  even  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  himself  would  ever,  with  his  good- 
will, attempt  to  introduce  them  again.  I  saw 
a  statement  not  long  ago  about  the  wages  paid 
on  co-operative  works,  and  they  varied  from 
Is.  6d.  to  lOs.  a  day.  I  believe  they  have  giveu 
thorough  dissatisfaction  all  over  the  country, 
and  that  the  men  themselves  are  dissatisfied 
with  them,  and  would  infinitely  prefer  to  go 
back  to.  the  old  days  of  contracts,  when  they 
were  paid  good  wages  for  good  work  instead  of 
muddling  along  at  what  may  be  called  a  sort 
of  Government  stroke.  There  is  one  matter  of 
which  there  is  little  mention  made  in  the 
Statement,  and  that  is  the  land-for-settle- 
ments  policy  of  the  Minister  of  Lands.  I 
believe  that  policy  has  done  more,  possibly,  to 
enhance  the  Ministerial  prestige  in  the  country 
than  anything  else  almost,  and  it  is  the  only 
thing  they  can  now  rely  on.  With  that  policy, 
to  very  great  extent,  I  sympathize ;  but  to  nay 
mind  there  are  two  very  great  defects  in  it. 
One  is  this :  that  the  lands  are  cut  up  in  many 
cases  into  far  too  small  areas,  not  giving  enough 
land  for  a  man  himself  to  live  upon,  let  alone  to 
maintain  a  wife  and  family.  The  honourable 
member  who  last  sat  dovm  described  in  glow- 
ing terms  the  future  of  this  country  with  refer- 
ence to  the  children  growing  up  around  us.  I 
quite  agree  with  what  he  said.  I  have  watched 
the  same  thing — the  children  coming  in  hun- 
dreds out  of  our  schools— and  have  wondered 
what  will  be  their  future  in  the  country  if  the 
Government  continued  the  parcelling-out  of 
land  in  such  small  sections  as  they  have  been 
doing  of  late  years.  The  difficulty  of  the  posi- 
tion is  this :  that  if  you  put  a  man  on  to  Icmd 
which  he  is  unable  to  live  on  you  at  once  re- 
duce the  wages  of  labour  throughout  the  whole 
district ;  and  I,  speaking  as  em  employer,  think 
that  is  a  very  undesirable  state  of  affairs.  I 
believe,  myself,  that  the  employer  will  always 
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find  it  more  to  his  advantage  to  pay  the  highest 
wages  he  can  pay,  to  employ  the  hest  labour 
be  can,  and  to  see  that  his  men  are  lu 
thoroughly  comfortable  as  it  is  possible  for 
him  to  make  them.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
adopts  the  system  of  paying  the  lowest  wages 
he  can,  and  not  treating  them  as  they  should  be 
treated,  he  has  to  do  with  an  angry  crowd  who 
will  leave  him  on  the  first  opportunity.  The 
dwellers  in  cities  do  not  in  many  oiues  realise 
the  position  that  farmers  in  the  country  in 
many  cases  hold :  that,  for  one  thing,  they  are 
often  working  amongst  the  men  themselves, 
vand  that  there  is  a  good  feeling  engendered 
between  man  and  man  in  the  country  which 
does  not  exist  in  the  cities  to  the  same  extent. 
This  good  feeling  does  prevail  in  the  country,  I 
am  glad  to  say,  to  a  very  great  extent.  The 
whole  oonntry  is  not  saturated  with  the  modem 
Liberal  ideas  of  "  Eat  and  drink,  for  to  morrow 
ye  die  " ;  "  Put  everything  into  ^our  stomachs 
and  on  your  backs  "—that  is  the  great  creed  of 
the  modern  Liberals — **  and  we  will  look  after 
yon  in  old  age."  Nothing  staggers  me  more 
than  to  hear  members  like  the  honourable 
member  for  Gaversham  talking  of  £2  or  £3  a 
week  as  being  a  mere  pittance. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.— Who  said  that?  I  did 
not. 

Mr.  WASON.— I  have  heard  it  stated  by 
many  members  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  man 
to  save  anything  out  of  8s.  or  9s.  a  day.  I  am 
sorry  I  misrepresented  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. I  have  heard  it  stated  in  the  House, 
though  I  do  not  say  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  I  have  heard  it  stated,  but  I  know  of  my 
own  knowledge  many  people  in  the  country 
who  have  acquired  homes  for  themselves,  and 
they  have  acquired  independence,  on  infinitely 
less  wages  than  that,  simply  through  careful 
saving  and  thrift,  without  which  no  country 
€an  ever  possibly  be  either  great  or  prosperous. 
In  the  country,  our  greatest  difficulty  is  to 
find  work  for  the  people  who  are  constantly 
applying  for  work.  It  is  the  greatest  difficulty 
we  have  to  face  ;  and  another  difficulty  we  have 
is  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  wages  in  the 
colony.  It  is  asserted  that  we  wish  to  reduce 
wages,  but  we  do  not  wish  to  do  anything  of 
the  sort ;  but  this  parcelling  of  land  out  in  small 
allotments  does  more  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
wages  than  anything  that  has  ever  been  done 
by  any  Government.  The  fact  is,  the  people 
are  put  on  the  land  and  they  have  to  stay 
there ;  and  a  man  who  has,  say,  ten  or  twenty 
acres  of  land  is  in  a  position  to  work  for 
much  less  wages  than  the  man  who  has  got  no 
land,  and  in  that  way  he  outs  down  the  wages 
of,  perhaps,  his  brother  or  relations. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — In  some  cases  it  makes 
him  independent. 

Mr.  WASON.— Where  it  makes  him  inde- 
pendent  it  is  an  excellent  thing  for  himself  and 
the  country,  but  in  many  cases  it  does  not.  It 
only  enables  him  to  work  at  a  much  lower 
wage,  and  so  reduce  the  rate  of  wages  through- 
out the  district;  and  sometimes  it  happens 
that  an  unfortunate  man  is  put  in  this  position: 
that  in  order  to  keep  body  and  soul  together 
Mr,  Wason 


he  works  for  a  smaller  wage  than  he  oould  if 
he  were  not  on  the  land.  History,  so  to  speak, 
repeats  itself  sometimes,  and  in  older  oowitries 
it  was  the  policy  in  some  cases  of  the  great 
land-owning  classes  to  crowd  the  people  on  tho 
land  in  order  to  get  the  cheapest  labour  foe 
their  farms.  "  Slaves  of  the  soil "  they  wez« 
called  in  those  days,  and  to  some  extent  tho 
policy  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  goes  in  that 
same  direction :  whereas  if  he  would  only  be 
guided  by  common-sense — guided  by  practical 
knowledge  of  the  people  resident  in  the  die- 
triots,  and  put  people  on  fairly  sized  farms — 
I  do  not  ask  for  a  moment  they  should  bo 
large  farms,  but  farms  of  a  fair  size,  on  which 
they  would  be  able  to  support  themselves  in 
comfort,  and  not  only  that,  but  would  be  able 
to  afford  some  avenue  of  employment  for  their 
poorer  neighbours  and  the  rising  generation — 
one  great  defect  of  his  policy  would  be  done 
away  with.  There  is  one  other  great  defeot  in 
the  policy  of  the  Minister  of  Lflbnds,and  that  is 
this :  He  will  not  permit — although  in  his  heart 
of  hearts  1  believe  he  would  like  to  permit 
them — ^the  settlers  under  his  land-for-aettle- 
ment  policy  to  acquire  the  freehold  of  their 
properties.  That  is,  to  my  mind,  by  far  the 
greatest  defect  of  his  land-for-settlement  policy. 
I  do  not  profess  for  a  moment  either  to  be  an 
altruist  or  a  philanthropist,  but  I  do  profess  to 
wish  to  see  the  greatest  good  done  to  the  greatest 
number ;  and  the  present  system  will  go  on.  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  believe  there  will  be  any  great 
check  in  his  land-for-settlement  policy,  whether 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McKenzie  is  Minister  of  Lands 
or  whether  he  is  not.  I  believe  the  people  are 
thoroughly  satisfied  it  is  a  good  policy,  and 
should  go  on ;  but  what  they  feel  is  this :  Thej 
feel  they  ought  to  be  put  into  the  position  ai 
being  able  to  save  up,  and  lay  by  for  their  old 
age.  I  speak  as  a  farmer,  having  been  bom 
and  lived  amongst  farmers  all  my  life,  and  I 
know  a  good  deal  of  tbe  aspirations  of  those 
who  farm  land  and  who  live  off  the  soil,  and  I 
say  it  is  the  one  aspiration  of  men,  not  only 
here  but  in  other  countries,  to  make  their  funu 
their  own  property.  They  feel  that,  as  time 
goes  on,  and  they  are  young  and  strong,  they 
should  be  able  to  make  the  best  possible 
provision  for  a  rainy  day  —  namely,  of  be- 
ing able  to  sit  rent  free  on  their  own  famis. 
11  30  ^  believe  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
'  Lflbnds,  in  his  heart  of  hearts,  is  entirely 
at  one  with  us  on  this  question.  I  do  not  believe 
that  he  really  feels  any  great  sympathy  with 
the  armchair  farmers,  or  those  theorists  who 
profess  to  see  danger  in  allowing  people  like 
these  holders  to  become  freeholders  beMiuse  if 
they  do  the  estates  would  merely  be  aggregated 
again  in  to  large  holdings.  I  ask  any  honoorabls 
members  who  live  in  the  large  towns  if  saeli 
a  thing  is  possible  for  a  moment.  Has  it  ever 
been  known  in  the  country  at  any  time  that 
near  large  towns,  where  the  land  has  onoe 
been  sulidivided  into  small  farms,  that  that 
has  ever  gone  back  again  to  great  ownere  ? 

Mr.  TANNER.— Not  near  towns. 

Mr.  WASON.— Nor  in  the  country,  nor  any- 
where else. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]        Financial  Statement.       [HOUSE.]  Financial  Statement. 


611 


An  Hon.  Msxbbb.— Oh,  yes. 

Mr.  WA80N.— You  may  drive  all  over  the 
Canterbury  Plains,  and  you  will  see  there  that 
wherever  the  Tand  has  once  gone  into  areas  of 
two,  three,  four,  or  five  hundred  acres  there  has 
never  been  any  attempt  to  aggregate  it  again 
into  large  holdings. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— How  about  the  Greenfield 
Estate? 

Mr.  WASON.— That  is  in  Otago. 

Mr.  HALL  JONES.— The  dummyism  of  the 
Levels  ? 

Mr.  WASON.  —  "  The  dummyism  of  the 
Xrevels."  That  is  a  very  old  story.  That  was 
under  the  regulations.  Why,  you  were  not  born 
in  those  days.  And  think  of  the  difficulty 
|>eople  had  in  getting  about  the  country.  In 
those  days  you  had  to  take  your  life  in  your 
(hands  to  cross  the  rivers. 

Mr.  HALL. JONES.— I  am  speaking  of  1890. 

Mr.  WASON.— There  was  no  dummyism  in 
the  early  days.  People  in  those  days  took 
their  lives  in  their  hands.  Every  bale  of  wool 
you  got,  every  grain  of  wheat  you  grew,  you 
had  to  cart  to  market  at  very  great  personal  in- 
convenience. Why,  Sir,  in  that  great  district 
between  Ashburton  and  Rakaia— one  of  the 
finest  districts  in  New  Zealand,  so  to  speak — 
I  was  almost  the  first  man  to  attempt  to  grow 
wheat,  and  ray  friends  seriously  contemplated 

futting  me  in  an  asylum  for  thinking  of  it. 
*eople  nowadays  have  no  idea  what  the  settlers 
had  to  oon^tend  with  in  those  days.  There  was 
A  certain  amount  of  dummyism  there — land 
Acquired  by  pre-emptive  right,  by  buying  a  sec- 
tion here  and  there — but  it  was  almost  neceseary 
to  secure  the  improvements  you  had  effected 
upon  the  land.  Sir,  if  we  are  to  take  a  lesson 
from  history — but  perhaps  it  is  presumptuous  to 
ask  any  of  the  present  legislators  to  do  that— we 
shall  learn  that  the  great  troubles  in  other 
countries— and  I  am  thinking  in  particular  of 
Ireland— have  arisen  from  this  question  of  the 
•dual  ownership  of  land — that  is,  from  the  posi- 
tion of  landlord  and  tenant.  When  agrarian 
legislation  was  first  forced  upon  the  Mother- 
country,  the  great  John  Bright  —  one  of  the 
greatest  of  English  statesmen  —  advocated 
strongly  the  doing  away  of  the  dual  owner- 
ship of  land  and  putting  the  tenants  in  a 
position  to  become  freeholders. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Because  they  were  rack- 
rented. 

Mr.  WASON.— How  do  you  know  the  men  on 
these  lands  are  not  rack-rented?  In  many 
cases  no  doubt  they  are ;  but  even  where  this 
does  not  happen  there  is  still  the  feeling  of 
discontent  arising  from  the  fact  that  the  man 
wants  the  land  as  his  own.  It  is  now  reliable 
history  that  if  the  advice  of  John  Bright  had 
been  taken  and  his  plan  had  been  carried  out 
in  those  days  the  agrarian  troubles  in  Ireland 
would  have  ceased  almost  immediately. 

An  Hon.  Membsb.— He  was  no  authority  on 
land. 

Mr.  WASON.— Well,  he  was  a  very  great 
.  statesman. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— He  was  a  manufacturer. 

Mr.  WASON.— And  although  he  was,  it  does 


not  follow  that  he  would  cease  to  take  an 
interest  in  his  country.  At  any  rate,  I  simply 
desire  to  see  tenants  of  Grown  land  given  the 
opportunity,  within  fair  limits,  of  becoming 
the  owners  of  the  land  in  their  occupation. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.  —  The  tenants  do  not 
want  it. 

Mr.  WASON.- They  do  want  the  privilege. 
There  are  many  advantages,  that  I  thought  it 
would  be  hardly  necessary  to  dwell  upon  at 
this  length  ;  but  I  will  tell  honourable  members 
that  every  estate  the  Minister  of  Lands  buys — 
and  I  hope  he  will  buy  many  more — will  add  to 
the  numbers  of  people  who  desire  to  see  that 
this  privilege  and  this  right  is  granted  to  the 
tenants  of  this  country.  I  know  there  are 
many  tenants  in  my  own  district,  and  I  think 
eYGty  one  of  them  is  desirous  of  seeing  this 
privilege  extended  to  them,  so  that  they  may 
make  proper  provision  for  their  old  age.  There 
is  this  position,  too,  that  I  would  like  to  im- 
press on  honourable  members :  that  when  the 
State  has  assumed,  as  it  has  assumed  in  this 
case,  the  functions  of  land-owners,  it  has  also 
assumed  the  duties  of  land-owners,  and  it  is 
their  duty  to  see  that  the  tenants  are  not  rent- 
racked,  and  to  see  that  they  have  proper 
buildings  on  their  farms,  and,  generally,  that 
their  welfare  is  attended  to. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Give  them  revaluation 
every  thirty  or  forty  years. 

Mr.  WASON.— They  do  not  look  as  far  for- 
ward  as  that.  In  fact,  they  want  their  rents 
reduced  by  their  own  labour  and  wealth.  They 
do  not  ask  the  State  for  anything.  Especially 
is  this  the  case  with  a  district  like  Canterbury. 
When  the  Government  purchase  an  estate  there 
it  is  possible — given  such  prices  for  wheat  as 
we  have  had  for  the  last  two  years,  and  given 
good  satisfactory  yields— that  a  man  might 
pay  off  the  whole  of  his  farm  in  a  year  or  two. 
I  have  known  cases  in  which  that  could  have 
been  done  before  the  Government  stepped  in. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  very  great  saving  to 
the  people  of  the  colony  if  those  settlers  were 
allowed  to  pay  off  the  whole  amount  due  on 
their  land  at  any  time,  as  the  money  would 
then  be  free  to  invest  in  other  estates. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— They  would  borrow  from 
some  one  else. 

Mr.  WASON.— And  if  they  did  it  would  be 
all  the  better  for  the  Grown.  If  all  the  money 
on  Gheviot  and  other  estates  in  the  colony  was 
at  once  paid  off,  by  the  settlers  borrowing  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  they  pav  to  the  Government, 
would  they  not  be  in  a  better  position?  If 
they  could  borrow  money  at  2  or  8  per  cent,  it 
would  certainly  be  a  good  thing  for  them  and 
for  the  colony.  We  have  had  it  from  one  of 
the  great  financial  authorities  of  the  Old  World 
that  the  time  is  coming  when  money  will  not 
be  worth  more  than  1  per  cent.  If  the  whole 
of  these  tenants  were  in  a  position  to  pay  oS 
their  land,  leaving  the  money  free  to  invest  in 
other  properties,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  country.  In  this  country  we  must  have 
industrial  and  manufacturing  classes  as  well 
as  farmers,  and  it  will  be  a  poor  country  if 
we  do  not  have  those  classes  in  the  colony ; 
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ftnd  therefore  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
if  the  money  was  free  to  buy  other  estates. 
As  things  are  at  present  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Land  Board  to  afford  any  relief  if  they  know 
the  settler  is  raok- rented.  The  tenant  now 
must  surrender,  and  take  his  chance  of  getting 
his  land  back  again  by  the  ballot.  ^  Under  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Act  the  tenant  is  put 
to  the  expense  of  making  improvements  and 
making  a  home  for  himself,  and  if,  through 
one  reason  or  another,  he  finds  he  is  paying  a 
greater  rent  than  the  land  can  bear,  the  Land 
Board  cannot  give  him  any  relief.  And  I  say 
the  Board  should  be  able  to  give  him  some  re- 
lief without  his  being  compelled  to  forfeit  his 
lease  and  improvements,  and  being  turned  ofi 
his  land  again.  The  days  of  rack-renting  may 
be  over :  I  do  not  know  that  they  may  not 
oome  again,  and  I  do  not  know  that  the  Go- 
vernment may  not  be  the  principal  parties  to 
rack-renting  in  the  future.  Back-renting  has 
taken  place  in  old  countries  even,  probably,  in 
one's  own  town ;  and  some  honourable  members 
may  not  have  read,  and  others  may  have  forgot- 
ten, the  beautiful  lines  of  the  great  poet,  Robert 
Burns,  in  reference  to  this  matter,  when  he 
says,— 

fve  noticed,  on  our  Laird's  court-day. 

An'  mony  a  time  my  heart's  been  wae, 

Puir  tenant  bodies,  scant  o*  cash, 

Bow  they  maun  thole  a  factor's  smash ; 

He'll  stamp  an'  threaten,  curse  an'  swear. 

He'll  a         '    ^ 

While 


He'll  apprehend  them,  poind  their  gear; 
While  thev  maun  stan',  wi'  aspect  hu  ' 
An'  hear  it  a',  and  fear  and  tremble ! 


May  not  we  come  to  exactly  that  state  of 
things  under  the  enormous  system  of  Govern- 
ment landlordism?  For  "factors"  we  may 
read  "  Inspectors,"'"  land- valuers,"  and  what 
not, 

Wha  thinks  to  knit  himsel'  the  faster 
In  favour  wi'  some  gentle  master, 
Wha,  aiblins,  thrans  a  parliamentin', 
For  Britain's  guid  his  saul  indentin'. 

I  say.  Sir,  it  is  possible  that  we  may  have 
that  state  of  affairs  here,  and  I  say  it  would  be 
a  miserable  state  of  affairs  in  this  country  if 
every  man  in  the  country  were  a  mere  helpless 
dependent  on  the  Government,  either  directly 
or  indirectly.  I  say  we  are  creating  here  the 
very  worst  possible  class — or  may  be  creating 
the  worst  possible  class— of  landlordism— that 
8,  the  landlordism  of  the  corporation — a  iand- 
ordism  of  that  corporation  which  has  been 
well  described  as  having  no  body  to  be  kicked 
or  soul  to  be  saved.  You  cannot  shoot  a  cor- 
poration ;  you  can  hardlv  deal  with  it :  much 
less  deal  with  a  body  such  as  the  State,  which 
would  have  an  enormous  number  of  tenants 
under  control.  The  Premier  has  often  told  us, 
or  often  suggested,  that  in  a  young  country 
such  as  this  we  should  set  an  example  to 
the  civilised  world.  I  think  so  myself,  and 
in  this  respect  we  might  adopt  the  sugges- 
tions I  hfive  sketched  forth.  By  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  modifying  his  land  -  for  -  settle- 
ments policy  to  a  trifling  extent  perhaps  we 
oould  breed  in  this  country  a  race  of  hardy 
yeomen  who  would  be  entirely  independent  of 
the  Government,  and  of  everybody  else  as  well 
— men  who  •*  court  no  man's  favour  and  who  fear 
Mr.  Wcuon 


no  man's  frown."  I  say  that  is  infinitely  better 
than  creating  a  class  of  tenants  under  the 
Government  of  the  -day — dependent  more  or 
less  on  the  Government  of  the  day.  I  think  it 
is  a  thousand  pities  in  a  country  such  as  thia 
to  do  that.  I  will  say  no  more  upon  this 
question,  excepting  to  urge  its  careful  con- 
sideration upon  members  of  this  House,  and 
I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that,  if  the  time  haa 
not  come  now  when  the  views  I  hold  in  com- 
mon with  many  other  members  are  given  effeot 
to,  that  time  is  not  far  distant. 

Mr.  HERBIES  (Bay  of  Plenty).— Sir,  I  have 
no  wish,  like  other  members,  to  go  into  the 
questiof^  of  the  Financial  Statement  itself. 
'The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  has  treated  that  subject,  as  far 
as  it  can  be  treated,  with  a  master  hand.  I 
only  want  to  call  attention  to  a  few  things  I 
have  noticed  with  regard  to  this  Statement, 
I  need  hardly  allude  to  that  misleading  table 
which  appears  on  page  ii.,  because  that  haa 
been  sufficiently  refuted  by  the  leader  of  th» 
Opposition.  I  think  it  is  a  disgreuse  that  the 
Treasurer  of  the  colony  should  have  put  forward 
such  a  table  as  that,  simply  intended  to  mis- 
lead the  people  of  the  colony,  and  which 
can  be  so  easily  refuted  by  members  on  both, 
sides  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.- Quite  correct. 

Mr.  HERBIES.— Yes,  I  think  I  am  quite: 
correct.  The  Premier,  throughout  this  Finan- 
cial Statement,  has  assumed  the  position  of 
the  Pharisee  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures,  wha 
thanks  the  Lord  that  he  is  not  as  other  men 
are.  He  is  thankful  that  he  is  not  an  ex- 
tortioner, and  all  the  rest  of  the  things  that^ 
are  mentioned  in  the  parable.  He  has  oast- 
reflections  on  his  predecessors,  including  bis- 
late  chief,  the  Treasurer  who  preceded  him,. 
Mr.  Ballance.  The  only  thing  he  seems  to. 
take  pride  in  is  that  the  amount  derived  fronts 
the  beer  duty  is  increased.  Well,  I  do  not- 
know  whether  that  is  a  thing  that  he  majt 
congratulate  himself  on,  or  whether  his  pro- 
hibition friends  in  this  House  will  support  him 
in  that.  But  he  takes  credit  for  it  as  a  thing 
which  is  likely  to  endear  him  to  those  gentle- 
men. 

Mr.  FISHER.  — Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beaolk 
did  the  same  in  his  Budget. 

Mr.  HERBIES.- That  was  with  regard  to 
champagne. 

Mr.  FISHER.- No ;  beer. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— No ;  if  I  remember  right. 
Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  made  a  statement 
that  drinking  champagne  had  increased  the 
surplus  of  his  Budget,  and  that  the  eztnt 
champagne  consumed  was  due  to  the  gold- 
mining  companies  starting  in  New  Zealand 
and  elsewhere.  r  -J 

Mr.  FISHER.— Read  the  speech  over  again. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— I  have  read  it  carefully^ 
and  I  feel  sure  I  am  right.  The  Premier,  I 
think,  taunted  the  Opposition  with  the  fact 
that  they  would  not  acknowledge  the  amount 
of  money  spent  in  the  country  out  of  the 
Public  Works  Fund.  He  asked  the  leader  of  the. 
Opposition  if  he  could  not  see  it  in  his  owik 
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•^ifltriot.  Well,  Sir,  I  have  nofc  seen  where  the 
•money  out  of  the  Publio  Works  Fund  has  been 
-spent,  and  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  has  not 
been  spent  at  all.  For  instance,  in  1897  the 
.appropriations  for  the  Publio  Works  Fund  were 
£992,873,  and  all  that  was  spent  was  £864,368, 
which  leaves  unspent  £128,005.  Practically 
£130,000  has  been  underspent  in  the  Public 
Works  Fund?  What  does  that  mean?  It 
means  that  the  Publio  Works  Fund  has  been 
overestimated,  and  that  the  settlers  of  the 
•country  have  been  practically  deceived.  The 
settlers  finding  that  certain  sums  of  money 
had  been  put  down  for  roads  or  railways  in 
-their  districts,  their  hearts  are  rejoiced,  and 
they  believe  justice  is  going  to  be  done  to  them 
4bt  last ;  and  what  happens  ?  During  the  year 
they  find  none  of  this  is  spent,  or  only  half 
«pent,  and  they  bless  the  Government.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  the  Qovemment  are  on  the  horns 
of  a  dilemma.  Either  they  asked  for  votes  for 
ihings  that  were  not  required,  or  else  they  have 
not  spent  the  money  on  roads  or  railways  that 
«re  required  for  the  purposes  of  settlement. 
Now,  Sir,  it  was  the  same  the  preyious  year — 
or,  ratlier,  it  was  worse.  In  dealing  with  this 
Public  Works  Fund  I  am  taking  exactly  the 
same  items  for  the  one  year  as  for  the  other. 
In  the  Public  Works  Fund  for  1896  there  was 
underspent  £284,000.  That  means  that  the 
settlers  of  the  country  were  robbed  of  £284,000 
in  1896.  And  they  are  also  robbed  this  year  of 
the  sum  of  about  £130,000. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— We  are  improving. 

Mr.  HERBIES.— Yes,  you  are  improving, 
but  it  is  only  by  dint  of  very  hard  work  on  the 
part  of  members.  I  know  I  have  sent  several 
telegrams  and  letters — mostly,  as  far  as  I  am 
-concerned,  to  the  Minister  of  Lands — not  to  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public  Works— but  it  is 
only  by  dint  of  great  energy  that  you  can  get  the 
money  spent.  Well,  Sir,  as  to  this  £130,000, 
tin  round  numbers,  that  has  been  underspent 
in  the  Public  Works  Fund,  how  does  it  afiect 
the  balance  for  the  year?  The  balance  for 
the  year  is  £521,000,  or  is  supposed  to  be. 
'Vfe  will  say  it  is.  Well,  now,  supposing  all  the 
•money  in  the  Public  Works  Fund  was  spent 
rtiiat  was  voted  by  the  House,  that  balance 
would  be  reduced  by  £130,000. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  HERBIES.— I  say  it  would,  because  it 
•teonld  take  £130,000  more  than  the  £800,000 
that  was  transferred  from  the  Consolidated 
^und  to  the  Public  Works  Fund  to  balance,  or 
else  there  would  be  a  debit  balapce,  which 
would  make  a  difference  to  the  next  year's 
surplus;  it  is  either  the  one  or  the  other.  When 
%you  spend  the  money  you  have  got  to  take  it 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  or  else  borrow 
money,  or  else  leave  a  debit  balance.  That  is 
established.  Well,  Sir,  what  I  want  more  par- 
ticularly to  allude  to,  as  I  have  no  railways  in 
my  district,  are  the  roads,  because  the  difierence 
between  the  votes  and  expenditure  on  the 
roads  is  even  worse  than  that  which  I  have 
-called  attention  to  with  regard  to  the  Public 
Works  Fund.  Taking,  therefore,  the  roads 
tUst  year  in  votes  91  and  113,  which  cover  all 


the  expenditure  on  roads,  there  was  a  total  ap- 
propriation of  £468,250.  What  was  spent? 
All  that  was  spent  was  £259,681. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Where  was  that  spent? 

Mr.  HEBRIES.— Well,  that  does  not  con- 
cern me.  Sir.  I  know  that  I  have  not  got 
sufficient  spent  in  my  district.  The  vote  was 
underspent  by  £207,569.  Well,  Sir,  what  does 
that  mean  ?  It  means  that  the  settlers  of  any 
district,  after  seeing  the  money  voted  for  roads 
that  they  have  been  asking  for  years  and  years 
— very  often  these  appropriations  are  carried 
on  for  two  or  three  years— are  sighing  in  vain, 
and  asking  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  spend  the 
money  that  has  been  voted.  For  instance,  I  know 
of  a  road  in  my  district— the  Mamaku-Oxford- 
Botorua  Boad— for  which  for  two  years  the 
Minister  of  Lands  has  had  money  voted,  but  it 
has  not  been  all  spent,  nor  has  the  road  been 
finished,  and  when  the  settlers  write  to  me, 
and  I  ask  the  Minister  of  Lands  why  the 
money  has  not  been  spent,  he  simply  laughs  at 
these  people,  and  says  they  are  too  lazy  to 
work.  He  offered  the  work  to  the  settlers  at  a 
rate  they  would  not  touch — and,  in  fact,  no 
decent  workman  could  take  it  at  his  price— and 
then,  when  I  ask  the  question  why  the  work 
is  not  finished,  he  simply  says  the  people  in 
my  district  are  too  lazy  to  do  the  work.  Well, 
the  people  in  my  district  know  the  value  of 
bush-work  as  well  as  he  does ;  they  are  as  hard- 
working and  as  good  men  as  are  to  be  found  in 
the  country :  and  it  is  ati  insult  for  them  to  be 
told  that  the  money  is  not  spent  simply  because 
they  are  too  idle.  I  say  the  whole  thing  is  simply 
an  excuse,  and  that  the  real  reason  is  that  the 
Premier  has  not  got  the  money  in  the  Treasury. 
And  the  same  thing  is  going  on  right  through 
the  district  and  the  country.  When  the  local 
bodies  apply  for  money  that  has  been  yoted  for 
them  they  cannot  get  it ;  and  yet  the  Premier 
says  money  is  no  object.  The  thing  proves  itself. 
There  is  £207,000  in  those  two  votes— 91  and 
113 — that  has  not  been  spent.  If  the  works 
were  desirable  or  necessary,  why  has  not  that 
money  been  spent?  If  the  works  were  not 
desirable,  why  was  money  voted  for  them? 
The  thing  is  simple,  and  no  one  can  disprove 
this  fact :  that  the  money  has  not  been  spent. 
I  know  that  the  expenditure  is  desirable,  as  far 
as  my  district  is  concerned— that  the  votes  are 
wanted,  and  the  only  thing  I  can  suppose  is 
that  the  money  is  not  there,  or  else  why  is  it 
not  spent  ?  There  is  some  reason  for  the  Go- 
vernment keeping  back  this  money  from  the 
roads  required  for  the  settlement  of  the  land. 
Why  ?    Because  thev  have  not  got  it. 

Mr.  GADMAN.— That  ought  to  be  a  very' 
good  reason. 

Mr.  HEBBIES.— Butthe  Premier  says  in  the 
Statement  that  he  knows  the  money  is  there — 
that  he  can  keep  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger. 
Well,  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  we  dis- 
believe in  the  surplus — because  we  always  find 
when  we  ask  for  money  that  we  never  get  it. 
That  is  very  good  proof.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  had  a  good  deal  to  say  about 
the  co-operative  worker.  I  would  like  to  say 
one  or  two  words  about  the  co-operative  works. 
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I  think,  if  the  Government  wish  to  destroy  the 
chances  of  any  Government  candidate  for  a 
country  district,  they  have  only  to  start  some 
co-operative  works;  because  I  find  through- 
out the  district  I  represent,  and  throughout 
the  district  with  which  I  am  acquainted, 
that  people  thoroughly  disbelieve  in  the  co- 
operative system  as  worked  by  the  Govern- 
ment. They  see  men  who  are  not  fitted 
for  the  work — and  very  often  loafers— put  on 
these  co-operative  works,  and  getting  as  good 
wages  as  able-bodied  men.  And  as  far  as  I  have 
seen  co-operative  works  I  say  they  are  simply 
humbug,  and  that  the  work  could  have  been 
done  cheaper  and  better  by  contreust.  I  have 
been  looking  up  the  circumstances  of  the  mil- 
lion loan  of  1896,  of  which  £50,000  was  to  be 
used  for  thermal-springs  and  scenery  votes.  I 
have  been  trying  to  follow  that  up.  I  find  that 
£975,000  of  the  million  has  been  raised*  leaving 
£25,000  still  to  be  raised,  and  of  that  sum 
£600,000  has  been  transferred  to  the  Public 
Works  Fund.  Out  of  this,  £50,000  was  to  be 
spent  as  a  thermal-springs  vote ;  and  I  find  that 
that  has  been  spent.  In  1896  £42,765  was 
voted,  but  only  £16,022  was  spent.  In  1897 
the  separate  thermal  -  springs  vote  was  not 
shown  in  the  appropriation,  but,  taking  the 
public -works  estimates,  I  find  that  £62,645 
was  voted,  and  only  £84,322  was  spent.  The 
amount  spent  comes  up  to  £50,844,  so  that  I 
do  not  complain  of  that;  but  what  I  do  com- 
plain of  is  that  in  this  thermal-springs  vote, 
which  was  supposed  to  be  voted  for  increasing 
the  attractions  of  the  thermal  springs,  and  the 
attractions  for  tourists  throughout  the  colony — 
I  complain  that  there  are  many  main  roads 
debited  to  that  vote,  such  as  the  Great  South 
Boad  in  Westland,  the  road  from  Tauranga  to 
Napier,  and  the  Ghristchurch-Hokitika  Road — 
main  roads  that  ought  to  be  maintained  by  the 
colony,  and  not  taken  out  of  a  vote  for  the 
benefit  of  the  tourist  trafiSc.  That  is  what  I 
object  to,  and  I  hold  the  Govemmeat  is  bound 
to  give  us  an  equivalent  of  what  has  been  taken 
out  for  these  roads,  which  will  come  to  some- 
thing like  £10,000  or  £12,000.  Now,  so  far  as 
the  Auckland  District  is  concerned — the  district 
in  which  I  am  concerned :  In  this  thermal - 
(springs  vote  last  year  there  was  £20,798  voted, 
and  of  that  a  little  more  than  half  was  spent — 
£11,770.  Well,  Sir,  is  that  right?  Is  it  right 
that  if  you  have  £20,000  voted  you  should  have 
only  £11,000  spent?  That  is  what  all  the 
settlers  complain  of;  and  what  I  cannot  too 
strongly  enunciate  in  this  House  is  that  if  you 
have  a  sum  voted  it  should  be  spent.  While 
on  the  thermal-springs  vote  I  would  like  to 
draw  attention  to  a  matter  which,  although 
local,  is  of  some  importance  to  the  colony — to 
the  vote  taken  for  the  drainage  of  Kotorua 
Township.  The  estimated  cost  of  that  by  the 
Government  Engineer,  Mr.  B.  Hay,  M.I.G.E., 
was  £6,100 ;  and  a  contract  was  let,  I  see,  ac- 
cording to  the  Lands  Report,  to  Mr.  J.  Saunders 
for  £6,826,  which  is  more  than  the  ,total  esti- 
mate, and  that  is  only  for  three-quarters  of 
the  work  itself.  Well,  there  must  be  some- 
thing wrong  about  that.  The  Engineer's  esti- 
ifr.  Herriea 


mate  is  only  £6,100,  and  the  oontraot  for 
three-fourths  of  the  work—exoluding  all  tfae- 
plant,  and  filter-beds,  and  oontingenotes  of  engi- 
neering, which  amount,  according  to  the  Engi- 
neer's estimate,  to  £2,600— is  let  for  £6,826. 
That  is  for  about  three-fourths  of  the  work, 
and  it  leaves  about  twenty-six  hundred  pounds*^ 
worth  more  of  work  to  be  done,  aoooraing  to 
the  Engineer's  estimate.  As  the  Minister  of 
Mines  is  present,  I  would  like  to  allude  to  the 
fact  that  the  mines  appropriations  were  very 
much  underspent.  In  the  year  ending  the 
Slst  March,  1897,  there  was  £144,000,  in  round 
numbers,  underspent,  according  to  what  is- 
voted  and  spent  in  the  Mines  Department.  In 
the  year  ending  the  Slst  March,  1898,  there  was 
£68,000  underspent— that  is,  £212,000  in  two 
years. 

Mr.  GADMAN.— It  is  nearly  always  the  case 
that  the  total  amount  of  money  voted  is  un- 
spent at  the  end  of  March. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— Why  should  that  be  sof 

Mr.  GADMAN.— The  authority  is  given  to- 
the  looai  body,  but  the  works  may  be  un- 
finished for  a  considerable  time  ftfter  the  end 
of  the  financial  year. 

Mr.  HEBRIES.— But  the  same  thing  ocoun 
every  year,  and  from  year  to  year,  and  if  a  sum 
is  not  spent  one  year  it  reappears  on  next  year's- 
estimates. 

Mr.  GADMAN. — You  cannot  show  me  a  vote 
of  the  Mines  estimates  that  has  been  on  it  two- 
years  unspent. 

Mr.  HEKRIES.— I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that,  but  all  I  know  is  this:  In  189Z 
£144,000  was  under-spent  in  the  Mines  votes, 
and  in  1898  there  was  £68,000  under-spent. 
Well,  Sir,  by  that  means  it  is  very  easy  to- 
make  a  surplus  so  long  as  you  under-spend 
money. 

Mr.  GADMAN.— That  does  not  affect  the 
surplus. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— I  beg  your  pardon.  The 
Public  Works  Fund  does  affect  the  surplus, 
though  I  am,  of  course,  aware  that  it  is  a 
separate  fund.  It  is  very  easy  to  see  that  it 
does.  You  had  £300,000  transferred  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund  from  the  GonsoUdated 
Fund.  I  think  that  is  correct.  Well,  if  all 
the  money  was  spent  on  public  works  that  was 
voted 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— It  was  not. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— No,  I  say  it  was  not ;  but 
I  say  that  if  all  the  money  that  was  voted  had 
been  spent  you  would  have  had  to  transfer 
more  than  £300,000,  naturally.  £130,000  wae 
under-spent  in  the  Public  Works  Fund.  If  you 
spent  that  £130,000  you  would  have  had  to 
transfer  more  money  from  the  GonsoUdated 
Fund,  or  else  borrow.  Naturally,  if  you  had 
to  pay  more  into  the  Public  Works  Fund  you 
would  have  had  to  take  it  out  of  the  Gonsoli- 
dated  Fund,  or  borrow  the  money. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— We  had  over  £300.000- 
available  on  the  Slst  March  for  public  works. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— I  do  not  care  twopence 
what  you  say  you  had  on  the  dlst  Maroh.  I 
only  go  by  the  tables  that  the  Premier  has 
given  to  the  House,  and  he  shows  the  balance^ 
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to  the  credit  of  the  Public  Works  Fund  on  the 
Slat  March  to  be  £61,492.  If  you  had  spent 
£180,000  more  this  year  on  public  works  you 
would  have  to  take  it  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  or  leave  a  deficit ;  and  if  yon  left  a  deficit 
this  year  you  would  have  to  take  ife  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  next  year  or  take  it  out  of 
borrowed  money,  whichever  you  like.  You  pay 
your  money  flbnd  you  take  your  choice.  If  you 
spend  the  money,  you  have  to  find  the  ways 
and  means  for  it,  and,  therefore,  you  would 
reduce  your  surplus  if  you  spent  all  the  money 
voted  for  public  works.  There  is  another  thing 
I  wish  to  draw  attention  to,  so  far  as  the  esti- 
mates are  concerned,  and  that  is  the  enormous 
sums  that  are  spent  in  contingencies,  or  are 
asked  to  be  voted  for  contingencies.  Now,  this 
yecur,  so  far  as  I  csui  make  out,  the  amount  asked 
to  be  voted  is  £106,405  for  contingencies,  travel- 
ling-expenses, and  all  the  rest  of  it — a  sort  of 
holus-bolus,  all  lumped  together.  Now,  I  would 
like  to  show  how  these  contingency  votes  have 
increased  of  late.  In  1891  they  were  only 
£69,667;  in  1894  they  were  £79,578.  Well, 
Sir,  why  should  we  vote  this  sum  of  £106,000 
in  contingencies?  It  is  like  opening  your 
mouth  and  shutting  your  eyes  and  not  know- 
ing what  you  are  to  get.  For  instance,  here  is 
the  Post  Office  asking  for  £11,500  for  contin- 
gencies and  gratuities.  Qratuitles  sound  like 
Mr.  Hooley's  business ;  it  is  the  sort  of  thing 
you  would  expect  to  see  in  Hooley's  balance- 
sheet — gratuities  to  Earl  de  la  Warre,  and  all 
the  rest  of  them.  I  think  in  Conmiittee,  when 
we  come  to  this  item,  I  shall  move  to  reduce 
it  by  half.  We  do  not  know  who  the  gratuities 
are  for. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.—It  is  the  usual  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— Well,  you  should  not  put 
down  such  a  large  sum.  The  Hon.  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  will  agree  with  me  perfectly 
well  that  £11,500  for  contirgenoies  and  gratui- 
ties sounds  rather  suspicious.  We  do  not  know 
who  gets  these  gratuities;  perhaps  if  we  all 
got  them  we  should  not  object.  Tnen  there  is 
£2,000  for  contingencies  in  Defence.  We  do 
not  know  that  Mr.  Harry  Wrigg  might  not  get 
all  the  £300  he  was  supposed  to  get  with  the 
New  Zealand  Cross  in  this  vote.  We  want  to 
know  what  we  are  voting.  I  think  I  am  right 
in  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
enormous  increase  in  the  contingency  votes, 
which  are  practically  votes  over  which  Parlia- 
ment has  no  control ;  they  are  voted  en  bloc, 
and  as  no  items  are  stated  we  know  nothing  of 
what  we  are  voting,  and  consequently  we  may 
be  voting  for  things  which  the  House  may  very 
much  regret.  And,  though  we  have  large  sums 
like  this  £11,500,  we  descend  to  small  sums  like 
£10,  put  on,  I  suppose,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— You  would  not  take  that. 

Mr.  HERBIE8.— No  ;  I  should  not  esteem 
any  member  very  highly  who  would  take  £10 
for  a  domain.  But  if  such  a  small  sum  as  £10 
can  be  put  down  in  the  estimates  for  a  domain — 
I  think,  at  Geraldine— at  any  rate,  somewhere 
in  Canterbury — it   must    be  Canterbury  that 


takes  such  a  small  sum  as  £10 ;  no  Auckland 
member  would  take  it— I  do  not  know  whether 
that  is  the  price  of  the  support  of  a  Canterbury 
member.  It  looks  a  small  sum  co  be  specified, 
and  why  could  not  the  details  of  the  £11,500 
and  the  other  contingency  votes  be  specified 
in  a  similar  manner  ?  There  are  one  or  two 
things  I  should  like  to  say  about  the  Lands 
Department.  I  notice  with  great  pleasure  the 
increase  in  selections  of  occupation  with  right 
of  purchase ;  it  shows  the  bulk  of  the  people 
are  wishing  for  the  freehold. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— Ob,  no. 

Mr.  HEBRIES.— Does  it  not?  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  honourable  member  has 
many  of  these  land-for-settlements  districts 
in  his  electorate,  but  the  people  in  my  elec- 
torate are  wanting  the  freehold. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— They  like  the  lease  in 
perpetuity. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— Yes,  at  first,  in  order  to 
get  the  land  ;  but  at  the  next  electfon  they 
will  vote  with  the  Opposition,  because  they 
know  they  will  get  the  freehold.  In  1898  the 
number  of  acres  taken  up  under  occupation 
with  right  of  purchase  was  81,414,  while  in 
1897  there  were  59,647.  Well,  Sir,  the  great 
fault  I  have  to  find  with  the  lease-in- per- 
petuity system  is,  I  think,  there  will  have  to 
be  some  alteration  in  the  rents.  For  instance, 
there  are  some  lease-in-perpetuity  people  in  my 
electorate.  They  live  near  a  railway,  and  they 
live  in  the  bush  :  the  railway  runs  through  the 
bush.  They  cannot  keep  cattle  in  the  bush  be- 
cause the  cattle  get  a  disease  they  call  "  bush 
sickness,"  so  they  thought  they  would  try  and 
grow  some  cocksfoot-seed,  the  land  being  very 
suitable  for  grass-growing.  What  happened  ? 
After  they  had  sown  their  seed  and  the  grass 
had  grown,  the  railway  went  through  and  set 
fire  to  their  cocksfoot-seed  just  as  it  was  ripe. 
Those  people,  then,  are  in  the  unfortunate 
position  that  they  are  unable  to  rear  cattle  or 
grow  grass-seed,  because  the  cattle  are  killed 
by  disease  and  the  grass-seed  is  burned  by  the 
engines  of  the  Minister  for  Railways,  and  I  say 
those  people  ought  to  have  some  chance  of 
getting  their  rents  reduced.  It  simply  means 
that  they  can  hang  on  if  their  rents  are  re- 
duced, but  if  they  do  not  get  some  reduction 
they  may  have  to  abandon  the  land.  I  think 
there  ought  to  be  some  alteration  in  the  law  by 
which  special  cases  could  be  treated,  and  rents 
reduced  or  increased  as  circumstances  war- 
ranted. Continuing  on  the  land  question,  I 
would  like  to  say  that,  as  far  as  my  own  district 
is  concerned,  the  whole  system  of  the  Assets 
Realisation  Board  requires  reorganization. 
We  should  sell  all  those  lands  under  the 
control  of  that  Board  that  can  be  sold,  and 
I  reckon  that  those  estates  which  cannot  bo 
sold  should  be  given  away  on  conditions.  At 
any  rate,  they  want  to  be  got  rid  of  ;  they 
ought  to  be  cut  up  and  sold ;  and  if  that  were 
done  there  is  no  doubt  the  country  would  ad- 
vance and  matters  would  be  placed  on  a  more 
satisfactory  footing.  As  it  is  now,  these  big 
estates  of  the  Board  oppress  the  small  farmers, 
and  also  the  large  farmers,  and  the  sooner  they 
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are  got  rid  of  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  oon- 
oetoed.  If  they  cannot  be  sold,  it  would  be 
well  to  give  them  away,  as  long  as  the  people 
who  took  up  the  land  settled  on  it  and  im- 
proved it.  And  here  I  may  say  that,  while 
the  Premier  talks  about  being  a  friend  of  the 
working-man,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
this  Assets  Board  was  the  very  first  to  reduce 
wages  in  the  Waikato.  Directly  they  came 
into  office  they  reduced  the  rate  of  wages  of  the 
men  employed,  and  it  is  the  Premier  who 
has  full  charge  of  the  Assets  Board.  They 
were  reduced  about  half  a  crown  a  week,  and 
there  is  one  estate  there  worked  largely  by 
Maoris— the  Matamata  Estate.  There  is  one 
thing  in  the  Statement  I  wish  to  allude  to.  I 
am  very  pleased  to  congratulate  the  Govern- 
ment for  increasing  the  estimates  for  defence, 
for  Volunteers.  I  see  that  in  the  Auckland 
District  they  have  increased  the  number  of 
Instructors.  Well,  that  is  not  before  it  was 
needed.  There  is  no  doubt  it  was  a  great  bar 
to  all  volunteering  that  the  number  of  In- 
structors was  so  small,  for  that  was  an  excuse 
to  the  Commanding  Officer  to  refuse  Volunteer 
corps  when  they  offered.  I  see  now  they  are 
going  to  treble  the  number  of  Instructors  in 
the  Auckland  District,  and  for  that  I  commend 
the  Government;  but  I  trust  the  question  of 
rail  way- passes  will  not  be  overlooked.  That 
is  a  thing  which  has  been  a  sore  question  in 
all  Volunteer  corps.  It  will  be  remembered 
by  honourable  members  that  last  session  the 
defence  vote  was  reduced  by  £1,  as  an  indication 
that  railway- passes  should  be  given  to  Volun- 
teers to  go  to  shooting -matches,  etcetera.  Well, 
so  far  as  the  North  is  concerned  that  concession 
was  never  given.  I  trust  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
of  Defence  is  listening,  and  that  he  will  try  to 
remember  that  the  Volunteers  do  want  these 
passes  and  that  they  mean  to  have  them.  I 
trust  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Taieri  will  back  me  up  in  that.  He  was  the 
member  who  moved  that  the  vote  be  reduced 
by  £1,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  stick  to  his  guns 
when  we  come  to  the  estimates  again,  and  that 
he  will  move  that  it  be  reduced  again,  and  will 
not  retreat  until  he  finds  that  what  has  been 
gained  by  this  vote  will  be  given  effect  to ; 
because  I  should  like  the  Minister  of  Defence 
to  know  that  the  Volunteers  in  the  Auckland 
District  have  not  got  what  was  promised. 
There  is  one  other  thing  I  should  like  to 
refer  to,  and  it  is  the  question  of  sugar-beet. 
I  wish  to  contradict  a  statement  made  by  the 
Premier  in  answering  a  question  I  put  to  him. 
He  said  this:  that  myself  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waikato  were  opposing  the 
measure.  I  am  sure  that  he  was  only  in  jest 
or  he  would  not  have  made  the  statement,  and 
I  can  assure  the  House  that  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waikato  and  myself  want, 
and  what  our  constituents  want,  is  to  see  the 
Sugar-beet  Bill  introduced,  and  that  if  he  intro- 
duces it,  so  far  as  myself  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Waikato  are  concerned,  we  will  do 
our  best  to  support  him  in  putting  it  into  law. 
I  am  quite  certain  it  will  do  a  vast  amount  of 
good  to  the  Waikato,  and  also  to  the  Assets 
Mr.  HerrUa 


Board  estates,  and  in  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waikato  will  bear  me  out  when  ha 
speaks.  There  is  one  other  thing  I  wish  to 
bring  before  the  House,  and  that  is  the  old 
soldiers'  claims.  The  Premier  is  not  present, 
so  I  can  hardly  ask  him  what  he  is  going  to 
do,  but  perhaps  the  Minister  of  Defence  will 
tell  me,  for  I  would  like  to  know  what  ha 
is  going  to  do  about  the  old  soldiers'  claims. 
The  reason  I  ask  the  question  is  this :  that  the 
Commissioner  has  reported  that  a  certain 
number  of  the  applicants  are  eligible,  and  has 
recommended  tba^  their  claims  be  granted. 
What,  then,  is  he  going  to  do  about  the  other 
claimants?  Looking  over  the  old  claima,  I 
find  that  a  number  who  were  formerly  reported 
as  ineligible  have  now  had  their  claims  granted; 
so  that,  if  another  Commission  were  appointed, 
we  might  find  that  some  of  those  now  reported 
as  not  eligible  might  then  be  reported  on  favour- 
ably. I  wish  to  know,  then,  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  going  to  do  respecting  the 
cases  which  are  reported  as  not  eligible.  There 
is  a  special  class  that  a  technical  objection 
bears  hardly  upon  :  those  old  soldiers  who 
served  their  time,  who  had  good  characters, 
who  took  their  discharge — in  England  many 
of  them,  some  in  the  colony — and  who  were 
not  able  to  find  work  in  the  colony,  and 
therefore  went  Home  or  elsewhere  and  then 
came  back  here.  These  people  are  all  bsfred 
now,  because  the  Commissioner  says  they 
did  not  take  out  their  discharge  to  settle  in 
New  Zealand.  The  only  reason,  however,  that 
they  did  not  settle  in  New  Zealand  wa^  that  if 
they  had  stayed  here  they  would  have  had  to 
starve.  But  all  the  same  they  are  men  who 
have  fought  and  bled  for  their  country,  just  as 
much  as  those  who  remained  here  and  settled 
on  the  land,  and  I  wish  to  know  if  a  technical 
bar  like  that  is  going  to  deprive  these  old 
soldiers,  who  have  every  substantial  claim  in 
equity,  from  any  right  they  may  have  under 
the  Act.  There  is  one  other  thing  I  have  to 
congratulate  the  Premier  upon,  and  that  is  the 
qiK^Rtion  of  reciprocity  with  the  Old  Country. 
I  think  it  is  a  great  thing  to  see  the  Premier 
endowed  with  this  patriotic  spirit.  I  do  not 
know  whether  some  of  the  democratic  members 
of  the  House  will  agree  with  that  move,  but  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  me,  born  in  the  Old  Country,  to 
see  colonists  backing  up  the  Mother-coantry. 
I  think  the  Premier  is  to  be  distinctly  con- 
gratulated on  that  fact.  I  consider  that  5  per 
cent,  difierential  duty  is  not  much,  and  I 
would  rather  see  it  increased.  What  I  would 
prefer,  however,  is  to  see  a  general  tariff  for  the 
Imperial  possessions  as  against  the  Germans, 
Russians,  and  other  people,  who  do  us  no  good. 
If  we  could  only  get  a  sort  of  intercolonial  and 
Imperial  reciprocity  against  outsiders  we  should 
get  advantages  on  both  sides.  I  am  sorry  that 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  leader  of  tha 
Opposition  was  not  carried,  but  am  glad  in 
one  way,  since  it  will  put  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  side  who  voted  against  it 
in  a  very  awkward  fix  when  they  come  to  meei 
their  constituents.  I  voted  for  the  amendment, 
because  we  all  want  more  trucks  in  ihe  ooun- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]        Financial  StaUment.        [HOUSB.]  Financial  Statement.         617 


try,  and  if  this  ameDdment  bad  been  carried 
tbe  men  in  tbe  workshops  would  have  been  all 
baok  to  work  probably  to-morrow  morbing,  and 
a  supply  of  wagons  would  have  been  provided  for 
the  requirements  of  oar  settlers  by  harvest-time. 
With  regard  to  the  honourable  members  oppo- 
site, I  do  not  know  how  thev  are  going  to 
•defend  themselves  before  their  constitaents. 
They  voted  against  the  trucks  being  made,  and 
the  worUng-man  is  safEering  through  that. 
We  were  auxious  to  give  him  work  both  for 
oar  own  sakes  and  for  his  own  sake.  What 
astonishes  me,  Sir,  is  the  way  in  which  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier  closes  this  Budget. 
He  considers  that  the  country  is  in  a  prosperous 
etate.  And  how  does  the  Premier  get  at  it? 
He  looks  at  the  Savings- Bank  returns.  Bat  I 
think  that  the  Savings- Bank  returns  do  not 
necessarily  show  that  the  people  are  prosperous. 
They  only  show  that  the  people  are  putting 
their  money  into  the  Savings-Bank  because  they 
are  frightened  to  spend  it  on  anything  else. 
The  action  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  too, 
has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  increase  of 
Savings-Bank  returns.  I  can  only  say  that, 
from  an  agricultural  and  pastoral  point  of 
view,  the  country  is  not  prosperous ;  and  if  the 
Premier  only  looks  at  the  report  of  the  manager 
of  the  Assets  Realisation  Board  —  which  has 
ctations  and  farms,  both  lerge  and  small,  all 
over  the  country— he  will  see  there  the  follow- 
ing reference:— 

"  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  anxiety,  from 
the  continued  want  of  rain  and  consequent 
«carcity  of  pasture.  Prices  for  fat  stock  have 
also  been  very  low,  and  our  profits  thereby 
affected/' 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— Is  that  not  a  factf 

Mr.  HERRIES.  —  Yes.  But  do  you  call 
that  a  prosperous  year?  I  do  not  call  it  a 
prosperous  year;  I  call  it  quite  the  reverse. 
It  has  been  about  the  worst  year  I  have  ever 
bad  since  I  have  been  in  the  colony,  and 
that  is  seventeen  years.  The  report  goes  on 
to  say,  "  The  wool  -  market  has  suffered  a 
very  serious  decline."  And,  further,  <*  The 
prospect  of  the  land  -  market  is  none  too 
encouraging."  •  He  also  says,  **  Oattle  values 
have  not  been  so  fortunate,  an  estimated 
decline  over  all  of  2s.  lid.  per  head  having 
been  provided  for."  I  do  not  think  this  looks 
like  prosperity,  and  I  assure  honourable  mem- 
bers that  the  agricultural  and  pastoral  in- 
terests have  been  very  much  depressed  during 
the  last  season ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  see  from 
the  outlook,  I  do  not  see  how  increased  pro- 
sperity in  the  colony  is  going  to  be  brought 
about. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  Pass  the  Sugar-beet 
Bill. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— If  the  Premier  would  bring 
down  the  Bill  and  pass  it  the  colonv  would 
advance  by  leaps  and  bounds,  but  he  has  kept 
it  hung  up  for  the  past  two  years.  If  he  would 
only  bring  it  down  and  deal  with  the  matter 
in  earnest  I  would  guarantee  that  the  Assets 
Board  would  be  able  to  sell  all  their  estates 
next  morning ;  but  will  he  bring  it  down  ?  He 
is  not  here  to  say  whether  he  will  bring  it  down 


or  not.  I  will  guarantee  that  if  he  will  bring 
it  down  and  pass  it  through  (he  House  the 
colony  will  advance  by  leaps  and  bounds.  I 
think  he  is  frightened  to  do  it;  he  is  afraid 
that  there  would  be  too  much  prosperity.  As 
far  as  the  country  and  farming  interest  is  con- 
cerned at  the  present  time  the  prosperity  only 
exists  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  own 
imagination. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  thirty-five  minutes 
past  twelve  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE   CODNCIL. 

Thunday,  18th  August,  1898. 


Vaecination— Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Bankin 
Bill— Munioipal  Franchise  Reform  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  ■  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-psbst  two  o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

VACCINATION. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JBNNINGS.— Mr.  Speaker,  I 
do  not  think  I  shall  trespass  very  mucn  on  the 
time  of  the  Council  with  regard  to  the  motion 
which  has  been  on  the  Order  Paper  for  some 
time  now,  beyond  saying  that  I  shall  not  give 
my  own  opinion  on  this  important  subject,  but 
will  quote  to  the  Council  the  opinions  of  medical 
officers  in  Qreat  Britain  who  were  connected 
with  the  Local  Government  Board  for  1896 
and  1897.  If  vaccination  in  this  colony  is  to 
be  compulsory,  then  the  opinion  is  decidedly 
that  all  the  most  modern  appliances  shall  be 
utilised,  and  the  greatest  care  shall  be  observed 
in  carrying  out  the  operation.  1  know  for  an 
absolute  fact— it  was  given  to  me  when  I  was 
in  Auckland  recently,  by  a  medical  gentle- 
man— that  in  some  country  districts  women 
are  really  undertaking  tbe  serious  responsi- 
bility of  vaccinating  infants.  Great  suffering 
has  also  been  caused  to  some  of  our  Maori 
friends  owing  to  non- experts  carrying  out  the 
duties  that  really  belong  to  a  qualified  medi- 
cal man.  The  best  medical  men  through- 
out the  British  Empire,  and  also  on  the 
Continent,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
in  this  matter  the  utmost  scientific  cleanli- 
ness shall  be  observed,  and  that  all  care  shall 
be  exercised  in  regard  to  vaccination.  I  will 
give  the  opinion  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
of  Great  Britain  for  1897,  and  which  was  issued 
to  all  public  vaccinators.  After  stating  that 
tbe  utmost  care  should  be  observed  in  regard 
to  the  lymph  used,  as  it  was  susceptible  to 
change  through  damp,  and  became  inert,  the 
instructions  went  on  as  follows:  — 

'*  Except  so  far  as  any  immediate  danger  of 
small -pox  may  require,  vaccinate  only  subjects 
who  art  in  good  health.  As  regards  infants, 
ascertain  that  there  is  not  any  febrile  state, 
nor  any  irritation  of  the  bowel'*,  nor  any  un- 
healthy state  of  the  skin,  especially  no  chafing 
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or  eczema  behind  the  ears,  or  in  the  groin,  or 
elsewhere.  Do  cot  vaccinate  in  oases  where 
there  has  been  recent  exposure  to  the  infection 
of  measles,  &o, 

*'  Keep  in  good  condition  the  lancets  or  other 
instruments  you  use,  and  do  not  use  them  for 
any  other  purpose  whatever.  When  you  vac- 
cinate, have  water  and  a  napkin  at  your  side, 
with  which  invariably  to  oleanse  your  instru- 
ments after  one  operation  before  proceeding  to 
another.'* 

All  through,  the  instructions  proved  con- 
clusively that  vaccination  is  not  the  light 
affair  that  many  people  imagine.  It  is  a  most 
serious  undertaking;  and  if  carelessness  and 
uncleanliness  is  combined,  the  most  serious 
consequences  may  happen.  In  fact,  the  par- 
ticular reference  made  about  infants  bears  out 
the  opinion  that  I  gave  in  this  Council  when 
the  subject  was  discussed  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  a  very  large  percentage  of  deaths  of  infants 
occur  through  vaccinating  them  at  a  period  of 
life  when  the  utmost  care  should  be  given  to 
them,  and  when  they  should  not  undergo  any 
operation  such  as  vaccination  imposes.  An- 
other quotation,  taken  from  the  report  of 
Drs.  Thome  and  Copeman,  who  were  in- 
structed by  the  Board  to  visit  France  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  as  to  the 
methods  adopted  in  the  distribution  of  vac- 
cine-lymph derived  from  the  calf,  especially 
in  reference  to  the  preparation,  storage,  and 
distribution  of  glycerinated  calf-lymph,  will 
show  what  care  and  caution  is  observed  in 
securing  the  lymph-supply.  The  doctors  in 
their  report  say, — 

*'Tbe  condition  of  scientific  cleanliness  to 
which  I  have  referred  extended  to  such  matters 
as  the  following:  (a)  The  construction  and  ad- 
ministration of  the  stabling  for  the  calves; 
(b)  the  means  for  washing  or  bathing  calves 
before  their  vaccination ;  (c)  the  construction, 
cleansing,  &c.,  of  the  operating-rooms ;  (d)  the 
cleansing  of  the  vaccinated  surface  of  the 
caif  with  germicidal  preparations  and  sterilised 
cloths  before  collection  of  the  lymph;  (e)  the 
use  of  clean  sterilised  outer  garments  by  all 
officials  concerned  in  the  processes  carried  out ; 
(/)  the  steiilisation  of  all  instruments,  &c., 
employed  ;  and  (g)  the  carrying-out  of  the  pro- 
cess of  admixture  of  the  lymph  material  or 
pulp  with  glycerine,  as  also  its  preparation  and 
storage  under  conditions  of  laboratory  freedom 
from  extraneous  organisms." 

I  have  given  the  quotatiobs  to  the  Council 
simply  to  show  what  expert  medical  gentlemen 
think,  and  who  have  given  this  question  much 
study,  and  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  it ;  so  that  the  carelessness,  or  want  of 
knowledge,  that  exists  in  this  colony  in  regard 
to  vaccination  should  at  once  be  stopped.  The 
very  faot  that  public  vaccinators  are  some- 
times appointed  who  may  possess  influence  in 
moving  the  powers  that  be,  proves  to  my  mind 
that  serious  results  may  happen  to  children 
who  are  operated  on  by  unskilful  and  careless 
vaccinators.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  system  of 
vaccination  that  has  prevailed  in  this  colony 
for  80  many  years  ought  really  to  be  clas- 
Bon.  Mr.  Jennings 


sified  with  that  of  the  Maori  tohunga  who, 
quite  recently,  in  the  extreme  north  of 
AucklandT,  immersed  a  Maori  woman  of  his- 
tribe  who  was  in  the  throes  of  parturi- 
tion,  thereby  causing  her  death.  The  aeoond 
part  of  my  motion — that  the  appointments  of 
public  vaccinators  should  be  revoked — is  abso- 
lutely necessary  from  what  has  transpired 
recently  throughout  this  colony.  I  might  state 
here  that  when  I  brought  forward  my  motion 
some  three  weeks  ago  in  this  Council  I  did 
not  allude  in  any  way  to  a  Wellington  oaao- 
then  before  the  Court,  when  a  woman  endea- 
voured to  get  damages  for  alleged  unakilfol 
treatment  of  her  infant  by  a  public  vaccinator;, 
but  now  I  feel  free  to  state  my  views  in  r^axd 
to  what  has  recently  transpired  in  this  colonv. 
In  Christcfaurch  there  is  evidence  that  a  child 
died  owing  to  the  effects  of  vaccination.  In 
Nelson,  quite  recently,  there  are  no  less  than 
two  cases  reported.  The  case  that  was  heaxd 
here  recently,  and  with  which  most  of  na  are 
conversant,  was  really  of  such  a  nature  to 
warrant  the  opinion  that  none  but  medical 
gentlemen  of  the  highest  attainments  should 
carry  out  the  vaccination -laws.  If  you  have  a^ 
seaport  town,  such  as  you  have  here  in  Wel- 
lington, and  appoint  anybody  to  vaccinate,  yoa 
will  simply  drive  people,  who  are  forced  against 
their  own  wishes  and  common-sense  views,  to 
go  to  the  public  vaccinator  who  is  most  conve- 
nient to  them,  so  that  they  may  escape  the 
penalties  the  law  at  present  imposes.  I  have 
no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  sufficient  care 
was  not  observed  in  the  case  that  was  tried 
here,  and  that,  unwittingly,  the  child  waa 
seriously  affected  by  the  operation.  I  hav» 
come  to  that  conclusion  after  reading  the  re> 
port  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  evidence 
given  before  the  British  Boyal  Commission, 
where  similar  cases  are  mentioned.  I  alsa 
wish  to  state  here  that  I  am  an  uncom- 
promising opponent  of  compulsory  vacoiBa> 
tion ;  and  I  believe,  if  public  opinion  could 
be  ascertained  throughout  New  Zealand,  that- 
80  per  cent,  of  the  neople  of  this  colony 
would  be  found  oppoeed  to  compulsory  vacci- 
nation. If  we  had  the  referendum  in  force 
in  the  colony  I  am  quite  satisfied,  from  what  I 
have  seen  in  the  Otago  and  Christohureh 
papers  recently,  and  also  here  in  Welling- 
ton, that  four- fifths  of  the  writers  in  the 
papers  are  opposed  to  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion in  New  Zealand.  Sir,  I  beg  to  move, 
(i.)  That  J  whereas  there  is  a  grave  danger  thai 
impure  lymph  is  frequently  used  hy  vacci- 
nators, the  Oovemment  he  requested  to  to&# 
steps  to  insure  that  only  calf  -  lymph  from 
healthy  animals  shall  be  used  by  all  pubUe  vac- 
cinators. (2.)  That  this  Council  is  of  optnioin 
that  the  a^^poiniments  of  all  public  vaccineUors 
shall  be  revoked^  totth  the  intention  of  securing 
in  the  future  the  appointment  of  such  publi 
vaccinators  only  as,  by  their  €Uiquaintanceskip 
with  modem  research,  are  best  fitted  for  th€ 
performance  of  this  important  duty. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— Sir.  of 
course  I  desire  to  give  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jennings 
credit  for  giving  expression  to  his  views  on  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.] 


Vacdnatfion. 


[COUNCIL.] 


Vaccination. 


619 


aobject,  and  I  do  not  wish  in  any  shape  or 
form  to  appear  to  dogmatize  on  the  subjeot; 
but,  as  regards  the  motion  itself,  I  trust  that 
the  information  that  I  will  give  will  induoe 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  see  the  propriety 
of  withdrawing  his  motion,  as  unoalled-for  at 
the  present  time.  In  the  first  place — to  deal 
with  the  specific  wording  of  the  motion — there 
is  a  good  deal,  I  think,  in  No.  1,  which  takes 
for  granted  what  can  hardly  be  held  is  the 
case  at  the  present  time — "  there  is  grave 
danger  that  impure  vaccine  is  frequently  used 
by  vaccinators,"  and  the  Qovernment  is  to  be 
requested  *'to  take  steps  to  insure  that  only 
calf -lymph  from  healthy  animals  shall  be 
lued  by  all  public  vaccinators."  Well,  as 
regards  that,  I  can  state  most  positively 
that  the  Government  has  for  years  been  doing 
its  best  to  supply  calf-lymph  from  an  establish- 
ment where  it  is  cultivated.  At  the  present 
time  calf- lymph  issued  to  public  vaccinators  is 
obtcuned  from  Dr.  Nairn,  who  has  a  Vaccine 
Institute  at  Hastings,  Hawke's  Bay.  The 
number  of  tubes  supplied  has  been  increased 
from  time  to  time  to  meet  the  increased  de- 
mand. At  present  the  supply  is  ninety  tubes 
per  fortnight,  equal  to  2,840  per  annum,  and 
the  supply  can  be  further  increased  when 
necessary.  That  shows,  I  think,  that  the 
Government  is  taking  every  care  to  supply  pure 
oalf-Iymph  to  the  public  under  our  present 
system.  Then,  as  regards  the  appointments  of 
public  vaccinators,  and  the  opinion  that  they 
should  be  revoked :  At  the  present  time  there 
are  ovei  two  hundred  public  yaocinators  who 
are  medical  men.  It  can  hardly  be  contended 
that  they  are  not  Qualified  to  operate  as  public 
▼aocinators.  There  may  be  some  twelve  or  twenty 
gentlemen  who  are  not  medical  men  who  were 
made  vaccinators  years  ago  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  and  I  think  it  would  be  very  hard 
to  brand  all  these  men  as  incapable  in  the  way 
that  the  revoking  of  these  appointments  would 
require.  I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  no  public  vaccinators  have  been  ap- 
pointed for  a  good  many  years  unless  they 
nave  been  properly  registered  medical  men.  I 
have  no  doubt  myself  that  some  of  the  public 
vaccinators  who  are  not  medical  men  techni- 
cally are  just  as  capable  of  vaccinating  from 
pure  calf- lymph  as  many  medical  men  are  ; 
at  all  events,  I  cannot  admit  that  there  is  any 
carelessness  in  the  present  way  of  administer- 
ing our  present  Vaccination  Act.  As  an  ad- 
ditional reason  why  I  should  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  withdraw  his  motion  I  would 
urge  this :  Of  course,  a  small  country  like  New 
Zealand  is  bound  to  take  into  consideration 
what  occurs  in  larger  countries,  where  the 
area  of  experience  is  very  much  more  extended. 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  to  a  certain 
extent  the  ground  has  been  altered  by  the 
result  of  the  Vaccination  Commission  at  Home, 
and  the  fact  that  the  Imperial  Goyemment 
have  legislated  on  the  lines  recommended  by 
that  Commission ;  and  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  consider  during  the  next  year  as  to 
whether  this  colony  should  follow  in  the  steps 
of  the  Old  Country.     I  trust  the  honourable 


gentleman  will  take  that  assurance  as  sufficient 
for  his  present  purpose,  and  Will  consent  Uy 
withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SOOTLAND.—In  seconding 
this  motion,  my  object  was  principally  to  get 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  representing 
the  Government  a  reply  as  to  whether  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  calf-lymph  is  kept  supplied  to 
public  yaccinators  as  a  matter  of  course,  or 
whether  they  have,  from  time  to  time,  to  apply 
for  it ;  because,  in  my  neighbourhood,  for  in- 
stance, I  know  a  case  where  two  children  have- 
zemained  unvaocinated  for  years  because  the 
public  vaccinator,  who  is  a  medical  man,  has 
occasionally  alleged  that  he  was  not  furnished 
at  the  moment  with  the  proper  supply  of  lymph. 
As  to  the  second  part  of  the  motion,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Walker  has  emticipated  what  I  was  about 
to  say.  It  would  be  a  very  poor  compliment, 
indeed,  to  pay  to  properly  qualified  medical 
men  who  have  been  appointed  public  vacci- 
nators that  they  were  not  up  to  date,  or  that- 
they  have  not  a  sufficient  *'  acquaintanceship 
with  modern  research."  I  think,  after  the- 
very  full  discussion  which  the  question  re- 
ceived the  other  day  at  our  hands,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Jennings  had  better  withdraw  this  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— Sir,  I  feel  that 
I  have  won  what  I  advocated  here  three  weeks 
ago-— that  the  (Government  should  consider  the 
advisability  of  excising  the  compulsory  clause- 
from  the  Act.  Whether  it  was  my  fault  on 
that  occasion,  or  whether  members  did  not 
sufficiently  recognise  the  great  objection  to 
compulsion  in  this  colony,  I  am  still  of 
opinion  that  the  vote  given  on  that  occasion 
did  not  represent  the  view  that  is  now  held  in 
this  Chamber;  and  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  represents  the  Government 
has  stated  that  the  Government  proposes  some 
changes  in  the  Act,  I  think  I  can  safely  with- 
draw my  motion,  leaving  it  to  the  Government 
to  see  that  it  is  the  feeling  of  the  people  of 
this  country  that  compulsory  vaccination  shall 
not  be  on  the  statute-book.  I  can  only  say, 
further,  that,  in  addition  to  the  countries 
opposed  to  the  compulsory  clause,  and  which  I 
enumerated  upon  the  occasion  when  the  ques- 
tion was  before  the  Council  on  the  28th  July, 
the  Victorian  Parliament  has,  at  the  present 
time,  a  Bill  before  it  providing  that  the  com- 
pulsory clauses  of  the  Act  shall  be  eliminated. 
I  therefore.  Sir,  wish  to  ask  leave  of  the  Council 
to  withdraw  the  motion,  believing  that  the 
Government  will  really  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  withdraw  the 
objectionable  compulsory  clause.  But,  prior  to 
doing  so,  I  would  ask  my  honourable  friend 
who  represents  the  Government  to  state  that 
the  "blue  papers"  that  have  been  so  freely 
distributed  from  the  responsible  departments 
lately  shall  not  be  put  into  force,  and  that 
people  who  now  object  will  not  be  subjeoted  to 
Court  proceedings.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that, 
if  persecutions  in  this  matter  go  on,  public 
opinion  will  assert  itself  in  a  very  pronounced 
manner,  and  the  compulsory  clause  will  be 
rendered  nugatory  for  the  future. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  AND  BANKING 
BILL. 
The  Hod.  Mr.  W.  G.  WALKER.— Sir,  this 
Bill  has  been  in  the  air  for  more  than  one 
session.  In  fact,  as  is  evinced  by  the  pre- 
amble, it  is  the  result  of  a  parliamentary 
inquiry  held  two  years  ago,  and  I  am  quite 
sore  that  I  am  only  speaking  the  mind  of  every 
member  of  this  Council  when  I  say  that  I  trust 
this  will  be  the  last  Banking  Bill  we  shall  have 
before  us  in  our  time.  Ever  sinoe  the  bolt 
from  the  blue  came  down  in  1894  and  dis- 
turbed the  political  atmosphere  we  have  had 
too  many  Banking  Bills,  and  it  is  certainly  not 
in  the  interests  either  of  the  colony  or  of  the 
banking  institution  that  there  should  be  any 
unrest  in  these  directions.  But  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  the  Council,  which  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  whole  of  the  transactions, 
will  acquit  the  Government,  at  all  events,  of  any 
•complicity  in  the  surroundings  which  rendered 
the  appeal  to  the  Government  necessary,  or  of 
this  unrest,  which,  we  trust,  will  be  relieved 
under  this  Bill.  The  Council  will  remember 
that  in  1896  a  Committee  of  each  House  sat 
separately  to  take  into  consideration  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  as  regards  its 
previous  legislative  history,  and  as  to  the  posi- 
tion its  aftaird  then  stood  in,  mostly  as  regarded 
the  colony,  and  what  proposals  each  House 
thought  were  required  to  put  the  bank  in  a 
safe  position,  especially  as  regards  the  large 
interest  the  colony  had  assumed  regarding  it. 
I  do  not  think  any  one,  except  in  a  senti- 
mental way,  regrets  that  the  colony  did  come 
to  the  rescue  of  the  bank,  because  we  had 
evidence  in  other  colonies  of  how  much  in- 
iury  was  done  to  the  public  credit  and  public 
business  by  allowing  these  institutions  to  drift. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  a  policy  that  was  very 
distasteful  to  most  of  us.  We  felt  that  these 
institutions  ought  to  stand  on  their  own  legs, 
and  that  the  colony  should  not  be  required  to 
come  in,  and  in  the  most  patent  and  evident 
way  assist  them  with  public  money.  How- 
ever, it  was  a  choice  between  two  evils,  and  the 
colony,  at  very  short  notice,  was  compelled  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  protecting  the  credit 
of  the  colony,  and  the  credit  of  the  other  bank- 
ing institutions  of  the  colony — because  their 
credit  also  probably  was  at  stake — by  pass- 
ing a  Bill  giving  assistance  to  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  The  question  was  settled,  then, 
so  far  as  the  present  was  concerned — namely, 
that  the  colony  was  to  hold  the  paramount  in- 
terest in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  until  fresh 
developments  placed  the  shareholders  again  in 
control.  It  therefore  devolves  on  the  Legis- 
lature to  say  whether  the  existing  statutes 
affecting  the  bank  give  the  colony  that  influence 
in  the  management  of  the  bank  that  the  colony, 
as  owning  the  paramount  interest,  requires 
for  its  own  protection  and  for  the  protection  of 
all  the  other  institutions  in  the  colony,  because 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  fall  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  would  disastrously  afiect  all  other 
banking  institutions  in  the  colony,  foreign  or 
otherwise,  who  certainly  in  1894  could  not  have 
carried  the  colony's  business  through  if  the 


Bank  of  New  Zealand  had  come  down,  and 
probably  to-day  they  would  be  embarrassed  to 
undertake  its  ordinary  business.  The  Com* 
mittees  of  both  branohes  of  the  Legislature, 
in  1896,  expressed  themselves  on  this  point. 
The  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council 
wound  up  its  report  on  this  branch  of  tha 
banking  subject  in  these  words: — 

"  Your  Committee  has  oarefully  considered 
the  question  of  the  position  of  the  Government 
relatively  to  the  bank,  in  view  of  the  great  pre- 
ponderance of  State  interest  now  in  that  insti- 
tution. The  subject  is  one  of  great  difficulty. 
The  Committee  is  of  opinion  that,  however 
satisfactory  the  present  arrangement  may  have 
worked,  the  immense  interest  of  the  colony  in 
the  bank,  when  compared  with  the  comp«ra- 
tively  small  interest  of  the  shareholders  under 
existing  conditions,  points  to  the  propriety,  if 
not  necessity,  of  additional  representation  of 
the  colony  on  the  Board  of  Directors." 

WeU,  I  think,  Sir,  that  pointed  clearly  to 
what  was  the  mind  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
this  Council,  after  weeks  of  most  patient  and 
painstaking  labour,  and  I  believe  it  would  have 
been  better  if  effect  could  have  been  given  to 
that  report  in  the  year  it  was  entered  into  by 
this  Council.  In  the  same  session  the  House 
of  Representatives  were  a  little  more  specific 
in  their  recommendations  as  to  reorganisation. 
As  far  as  I  remember  the  Committee  of  the. 
Legislative  Council  were  unanimously  in  favour 
of  reorganization,  but  they  considered  that  it 
was  going  beyond  their  functions  to  point  out 
to  the  Government  exactly  in  which  directions 
reorganization  should  take  effect.  They  thooght 
it  was  fairly  a  question  of  administration  and 
Ministerial  responsibility,  and  that  Ministera 
should  propose  to  Parliament  what  they  con- 
sidered should  be  provided  on  this  question. 
But  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives were  a  little  more  specific,  and  reported 
in  the  following  words:— 

'*  In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  it  is 
essential  for  the  success  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  imd  to  inspire  and  maintain  oon- 
fidence  in  that  institution,  that  important 
alterations  in  the  management  should  be 
made. 

**  Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that 
a  reorganization  should  take  place :  The  office 
of  President  should  be  abolished  ;  a  new  Gene- 
ral Manager  should  be  appointed ;  the  direotoca 
should  be  increased  to  eight,  and  should  con- 
sist of  three  representing  the  shareholders,  three 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  in  Council,  one 
to  be  elected  by  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea, 
and  one  by  the  Legislative  Council.  The  Chair- 
man to  have  the  power  of  veto,  and  to  be  selected 
by  the  Gbvemor  in  Council.  That,  as  far  aa 
practicable,  the  chief  commercial  centres  of 
the  colony  should  be  represented  on  suoh  Board 
of  Directors." 

And  I  think.  Sir,  I  can  say  also,  speaking 
from  recollection,  that  the  mind  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Legislative  Council  went  very 
much  in  the  same  direction ;  at  all  events,  ao 
far  as  this  point :  that  they  felt  that  the  weak 
part  of  tiie  bank  management  in   the   past^ 
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and  what  tbey  felt  was  the  weak  part  at  that 
time — in  1896 — was  that  the  management  was 
too  local.  In  the  early  history  of  the  bank 
management  it  was  really  an  Auckland  bank — 
a  bank  controlled  by  a  body  of  directors  living 
about  and  sitting  in  Auckland.  Similarly, 
the  1896  management,  which  has  existed  up  to 
the  present  day,  is  very  largely  a  Wellington 
Board.  And  whatever  Auckland  in  the  early 
days  may  have  been,  and  whatever  Wellington 
may  be  now— and  possibly  it  may  be  greater 
in  the  future,  because  I  quite  admit  that 
Wellington  is  a  very  important  and  ab- 
sorbing part  of  the  colony  from  its  posi- 
tion— still  at  the  same  time  no  bank,  to  be 
a  satisfactory  bank  for  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand,  can  afford  to  neglect  its  natural 
geographical  peculiarities,  and  no  Wellington 
Board,  any  more  than  the  Auckland  Board 
in  the  past,  can  satisfactorily  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  when  they  are  mostly,  if 
not  all,  Wellington  men.  Therefore  one  great 
object  which  both  Committees,  I  think,  had 
in  view  — which,  at  any  rate,  the  Legislative 
Council  Committee  had  in  mind,  and  which 
the  House  of  Representatives  Committee  gave 
expression  to-^was  that  the  different  parts  of 
the  colony  should  be  more  largely  represented 
than  they  had  been  in  the  past.  And  I  think 
every  one  who  has  watched  our  bank  manage- 
ment for  the  last  few  years  must  admit 
that  it  has  been  a  very  weak  part  of  the 
management  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
that  this  directorate  have  been  so  local  in 
their  experience,  and  should  have  been  unable 
to  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  many  of  our 
settlers  in  the  more  producing  parts  of  the 
colony.  I  do  not  wish  for  one  moment 
to  cast  any  reflection  on  the  personnel  of 
the  Board.  I  am  sure  they  have  done  their 
duty  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  but  vou  can- 
not expect  men  who  have  not  got  a  widespread 
experience,  and  who  are  not,  from  the  force  of 
circumstances,  able  to  divorce  themselves  from 
their  local  surroundings,  to  be  able  to  act  as 
satisfactorily  and  as  intelligently  as  the  direc- 
tors on  a  Board  such  as  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  requires  to  manage  it.  And  this 
management  that  we  require  to  be  improved 
is  not  a  management  simply  for  the  benefit  of 
80  many  hundred  shareholders  who,  by  tbeir 
near  residence,  are  able  to  come  here  and  take 
part  in  the  business  at  their  annual  meetings. 
This  management  has  got  to  be  improved  for 
the  sake  of  every  colonist  in  the  country,  be- 
cause we  all  have  put  in  our  lot  with  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  until  the  bank  is  able  to 
relieve  itself  of  its  obligations  to  the  colony. 
As  far  as  we  can  see,  for  many  years  to 
come  this  bank  will  be  a  bank  carried  on, 
not  merely  in  the  interest  of  the  shareholders 
themselves,  but  really  at  the  expense  of  the 
colony,  and  therefore  I  think,  Sir,  it  is  only 
reasonable  that  the  Legislature  should  endea- 
vour to  put  the  management  on  such  a  footing 
as  will  inspire  every  colonist  with  confidence  in 
this  Board  of  Directors,  and  will  also  assure  to 
the  bank  an  improved  business,  because  of  the 
greater  intelligence  and  wider  experience  that 


will  be  added  to  its  counsels.  That  really.  Sir,, 
is  the  whole  of  the  reason  why  this  Bill  haa 
been  introduced:  First,  that  Parliament  sug- 
gested and  recommended  an  altered  manage- 
ment ;  and  secondly,  because  it  is  an  altered 
management  that  commends  itself  to  the- 
common-sense  of  any  one  who  has  studied 
the  past,  and  hopes  for  a  better  future.  Of 
course,  Sir,  there  are  matters  in  the  way  of 
detail  in  the  different  clauses  and  psdrts  of 
the  Bill  that  every  one  cannot  be  expected  to- 
be  of  one  mind  about.  They  deal  with  a  good 
many  interests,  and  some  even  of  a  personal 
character ;  and  the  different  clauses  were  fought^- 
out  in  another  place  at  considerable  length  and 
with  considerable  pertinacity  by  many  differ- 
ing minds.  Therefore,  to  say  of  this  Bill  that 
it  is  one  the  details  of  which  every  honourabla 
member  in  this  Council  is  likely  to  approve  is 
to  say  too  much.  I  can  only  recommend  it  as 
a  Bill  which  has  been  arrived  at  after  many 
nights  of  debate  in  another  place,  and  what 
may  fairly  be  taken  to  be  a  compromise  on 
many  points  that  are  in  dispute,  in  clause  2, 
Sir,  the  directorate  is  proposed  to  consist  of 
six  persons — four  to  be  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernor in  Council,  and  two  to  be  elected  by 
the  shareholders  of  the  bank.  As  regards  the 
difference  in  representation  between  the  colony 
and  the  shareholders,  I  would  ask  the  Council 
to  take  that  as  a  fair  compromise.  As  regards 
the  appointment  of  the  colonial  directors  by 
the  Gk>vemor  in  Council,  that  was  arrived  at  in 
another  place  after  coming  to  the  deliberate  con- 
clusion that,  on  the  whole,  the  best  shoulders  on 
which  to  put  the  responsibility  of  selecting  these 
directors  was  the  Governor  in  Council,  meaning, 
of  course,  the  Ministry.  They  are  responsible  to 
Parliament  for  what  they  do,  and  it  is  better, 
in  the  opinion  of  another  place,  that  Ministers 
should  have  that  responsibility,  as  those  who 
can  be  made  responsible  to  the  representatives 
of  the  people.  Then,  Sir,  in  section  8  we  come 
to  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  President.  As 
to  the  abolition  of  the  office,  honourable  gentle- 
men will  notice,  from  what  I  have  read  from 
the  report  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  year  1896,  that  that  was  an  office  which  it 
was  then  recommended  should  be  abolished^ 
and  the  Government  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  for  many  reasons  it  is  as  well  to 
give  effect  to  that  recommendation.  Of  course^, 
the  departure  proposed  by  the  Bill  is  of  an- 
other kind.  A  director  is  to  be  Chairman, 
and  I  admit  at  the  start  how  difficult  it 
will  be  for  the  Government,  or  on  whoever  the 
responsibility  rests,  to  select  directors— to  be^ 
able  to  select  men  who  are  thoroughly  able  to 
fill  these  most  important  posts,  because,  so  far 
as  1  understand  it,  the  class  of  men  who  should 
by  right  be  appointed  to  these  offices  are  men 
of  whom  we  have  not  got  many  in  the  colony. 
I  do  not  think,  Sir,  it  will  be  at  all  suitable, 
for  instance,  that  a  man  who  is  a  live  merchant 
or  a  live  trader  in  any  shape  or  form  should  be 
put  upon  this  Board.  I  feel  quite  certain  that 
his  brother  traders  and  brother  merchants 
would  resent  any  one  actively  occupied  in 
present  commerce  and  finance  having  a  seat- 
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on  the  Board.  The  class  that  we  want  mostly 
to  fill  these  Beats  are  men  we  have  not  .got 
too  many  of  —  men  of  ripe  ezperienoe,  who 
are,  so  to  speak,  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness; and  I  quite  admit  that  it  will  be  a 
very  difficult  task  for  the  Government, 
out  of  the  limited  number  of  gentlemen  of 
that  class  we  have  got  in  the  colony,  to  find 
A  sufficient  number  of  men  with  these  qualifica- 
tions, and  also  men  who  can  represent  the 
<difierent  parts  of  the  colony  ;  because,  although 
it  is  not  expressed  in  the  Bill  that  these  direc- 
tors are  to  come  from  diffeient  parts  of  the 
oolony,  still  expression  has  been  given  to  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  in  the  event  of 
the  Bill  passing,  that  every  effort  shall  be  made 
to  see  that  every  part  of  the  oolony  is  repre- 
sented on  this  Board.  One  question  is  very 
debatable,  and  one  on  which  many  views  may 
be  held  according  to  the  different  aspects  from 
which  the  question  is  looked  at,  and  that  is 
where  provision  is  made  in  this  Bill  for  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Watson  from  the  office  of 
President,  and  to  give  him  compensation  for 
loss  of  office.  As  I  say,  that  is  sufficient 
matter  for  debate,  but  I  desire  to  say  I 
think  he  has  been  fairly  treated  in  the  Bill. 
Probably  what  I  may  think  will  not  make  much 
-difference  to  any  honourable  gentleman's  pri- 
vate opinion,  and  the  proper  time  to  see  what 
the  mind  of  the  Council  is  on  this  subject  will 
be  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee ;  but  I  think 
the  Bill  goes  fairly  enough  in  the  way  of  giving 
Mr.  Watson  considerate  treatment.  As  I  said 
before,  the  provision  for  the  altered  manage- 
ment of  the  bank  is  the  main  object  of  the 
Bill,  and  there  is  not  much  else  in  it.  There 
are  just  one  or  two  other  provisions,  however, 
to  which  I  would  like  to  draw  attention.  Sec- 
tion 14  limits  the  amount  of  proxies  which  can 
be  exercised  at  any  meeting  of  the  shareholders, 
and  section  23  enables  the  bank  to  realise  some 
of  its  old  assets,  which  it  now  holds,  by  winding 
up  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  Estates  Company 
and  vesting  all  the  assets  in  the  bank.  It  is  very 
much  required  in  one  or  two  cases  that  these 
securities  should  be  realised,  and  that  clause 
proposes  to  give  power  to  do  so.  I  notice  that 
I  have  passed  over  one  section  proposed  which 
is  an  important  one — namely,  section  18.  It 
gives  the  bank  power  to  made  provision  for 
loss  and  deficiencies,  and  enables  its  balance- 
sheet  to  be  brought  out  in  such  a  way  as  to 
show  a  truer  position  of  its  affairs  than  has 
been  done  in  the  past.  I  trust  the  Council 
will,  after  due  consideration,  agree  to  the 
passing  of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND. -I  second  the 
motion  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  pro 
forma.  My  object  in  getting  up  is  to  ask  your 
ruling.  Sir,  on  the  point  whether  we  are  to 
consider  this  Bill  as  merely  a  machinery  Bill, 
or  whether,  considering  that  the  money  of  the 
oolony  is  bound  up  in  the  future  management 
and  prosperity  of  this  bank,  we  are  to  treat  it 
AS  a  money  Bill  ? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  will  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  my  ruling  at  a  future 
Aime. 

Hon,  Mr.  W.  0.  Walker, 


The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— I  may  remark,  at 
the  outset,  that  all  of  us  will  concur  heartily 
with  my  honourable  friend  who  has  introduced 
this  Bill  in  hoping  that  it  is  the  last  Bill  we 
are  ever  to  see  providing  legislation  on  behalf  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  although  it  seems 
to  me  that  that  is  almost  a  vain  hope.  Sir,  I 
will  congratulate  my  honourable  friend  on  the 
grounds  he  has  given  the  Oouncil  for  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill.  He  has  prudently  given 
as  the  grounds  the  recommendations  fiom 
former  Committees  which  sat  some  years  ago, 
and  it  has  rested  with  the  Government  daring 
that  interval,  and  on  it  has  rested  the  responsi- 
bility of  doing  nothing  in  compliance  with 
those  resolutions.  In  considering  an  important 
subject  like  this,  we  cannot  help  also  taking 
into  consideration  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier,  sitting  in  another 
place,  has  given  for  the  passing  of  this  Bill; 
and  he  went  much  further  than  my  honourable 
friend  has  done  to-day.  So  far  as  I  remember, 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  grounded  bis  chief 
reason  for  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  on 
grounds  of  general  policy.  He  did  not  explain 
what  those  grounds  of  general  policy  were, 
but  he  said — I  think  his  words  were,  **  Speaking 
with  a  due  sense  of  responsibility,  I  consider 
that,  as  a  matter  of  general  policy,  change  of 
management  is  necessary." 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  honourable 
gentleman  will  remember  that  debates  in  the 
other  House  cannot  be  quoted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— I  thought  that 
on  an  important  question  like  this  the  Council 
would  allow  a  reference  purely  on  the  larger 
questions,  not  with  the  view  at  all  of  debating 
the  Premier's  speech.  And  I  would  further 
say  that  among  the  reasons  given — I  will  not 
even  say  where,  but  the  Council  will  under- 
stand that  I  mean  by  the  highest  authority  in 
the  country — that  there  were  other  grounds 
for  the  alteration.  It  is  said  there  has  been 
extravagance  on  the  part  of  the  present  man- 
agers of  the  bank.  That  allegation  has  not,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  see,  in  any  way  beea 
substantiated.  It  was  simply  this :  the  state- 
ment was  that  the  bank  had  expended  at  the 
rate  of  6  per  cent,  on  its  capital,  and  that 
that  was  extravagant.  Also,  there  was  a  fur- 
ther allegation  that  bank-buildings  had  been 
designed  of  an  extravagant  character.  That 
allegation,  also,  was  not  in  any  way  sus- 
tained by  any  direct  proof.  Now,  after  read- 
ing what  has  been  said  in  the  other  Chamber, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  no  sufficient  grounds 
have  been  given  on  which  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
of  this  kind,  again  disturbing  the  institution 
in  which  the  colony  is  so  largely  interested, 
and  I  awaited  to-day  to  hear  whether  there 
were  any  further  grounds  than  those  which 
were  there  adduced.  Looking  back  to  the 
history  of  the  past  legislation  to  which  my 
honourable  friend  has  referred,  we  cannot  ac- 
cept as  conclusive,  or  what  we  ought  to  accept 
as  conclusive,  the  representations  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  respect  to  a  matter  like  the  altera- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  bank,  for  the 
whole  history  of  the  past  legislation  has  been  one 
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•of  grave  mistakes  on  the  part  of  the  Govem- 
imentiD  conneotionwith  the  bank  and  the  bank- 
ing business.  For  instance,  the  original  guaran- 
tee of  two  millions  was  got  from  Parliament  on 
A  representation  by  the  Government  that  they 
had  fully  inquired  into  the  condition  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand ;  that  it  was  safe  for  the 
-colony  to  enter  into  that  guarantee  of  two 
millions,  and  that  it  ran  no  risk,  and  that  the 
bank's  future  was  thereby  assured.  Not  long 
afterwards— a  year  afterwards— they  had  again 
to  oome  down  and  say  that  they  had  entirely 
miscalculated  the  position,  that  the  bank  re- 
quired large  additional  aid,  and  they  called  in 
the  aid  of  Parliament  to  design  what  way  that 
help  should  be  given.  I  was  no  party  to  the 
first  guarantee.  In  my  opinion,  that  guarantee 
was  given  in  panic,  and  will  always  have  to  be 
regretted.  That  is  my  opinion.  But  I  was  a 
party  to  the  later  legislation,  and  on  the  ground 
that,  after  inquiry.  Parliament  found  that 
it  had  either  to  give  an  additional  guarantee 
to  the  bank,  and  find  additional  funds  for  the 
bank,  or  the  two  millions  which  it  had  gua- 
ranteed  before   were    absolutely   lost    to    the 

•  oolony.  That,  I  believe,  was  the  opinion  of 
almost  every  one  who  sat  upon  the  Banking 

-<3ommittee,  and  it  was  the  conclusion  the  Oom- 
mitoee  came  to.  I  merely  mention  these  things 
to  show  that  we  must  receive  with  caution  re- 

•  commendations  of  this  kind,  and  consider  very 

•  carefully  indeed  what  the  bearings  of  the  Bill 
now  before  us  will  be  before  we  agree  to  it.  If 
one  was  asked  what  one  considered  this  Bill  was 
brought  in  for,  I  think  any  one,  on  reading  the 
Bill,  would  say  that  it  was  a  Bill  to  get  rid  of 
the  President  of  the  bank,  Mr.  Watson — that 
that  would  be  its  main  object.  I,  Sir,  have 
no  objection  at  all  myaelf  to  seeing  that  of&oer's 
term  of  office  cease.  I  do  not  stand  here  in  any 
way  as  defending  him  in  his  position.  I  go 
further  and  say  that,  after  the  inquiry  by  the 
parliamentary  Committee,  I  am  one  who  felt, 
with  regret,  that  he  should  not  have  retained 
the  position  of  President  as  long  as  he  has 
done.  That  is  my  opinion.  Therefore  I  have 
no  sympathy  at  all,  in  this  matter,  with  Mr. 
Wacson  in  that  respect;  but  what  I  do  ask 
the  Council  to  consider  is  whether  we  are  not 
setting  up  a  most  dangerous  precedent  in  get- 
ting rid  of  an  officer  in  this  way,  by  parliament- 
ary interference.     That  is   a  great  question, 

•  «nd  it  is  one  in  respect  to  which  we  shall  be 
setting  a  most  dangerous  precedent  in  the  future 
by  dealing  with  this  Bill  as  is  here  proposed. 

'  The  function  of  getting  rid  of  Mr.  Watson  was 
a  Government  fuocbion,  and  ought  to  have  been 
performed  by  the  Government  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  its  duty ;  smd  it  ought  then  to  have 
oome  to  Parliament  for  any  sustaining  Act 
or  vote  necessary  to  give  efiect  to  its  deoibion. 
But  I  maintain  it  is  utterly  wrong  in  principle 
that  a  Bill  should  be  brought  in  to  deal  with 
the  President  of  the  bank  in  this  way.  In 
:  speaking  of  this  officer,  I  desire  to  refer  to 
.something  which  appeared  in  a  circular  which 
was  published  on  a  recent  occasion  by  the 
President  of  the  bank,  when  this  Bill  waa 
•coming  before  Parliament  for  consideration. 


This  passage  appears :  *'  When  I  was  before 
the  parliamentary  Committee  of  1896,  my 
mouth  was  sealed  regarding  the  transactions 
in  certain  accounts,"  et  cetera.  He  made  this 
statement  in  the  circular  which  he  circu- 
lated, and  to  which  his  name  is  appended. 
It  refers  to  evidence  he  declined  to  give 
when  he  was  before  the  parliamentary  Com- 
mittee. Now,  Sir,  I  say  that  that  state- 
ment has  gone  about  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  country,  and  I  believe  a 
great  deal  more  importance  is  attached  to  it 
than  in  my  opinion  it  deserves.  Because  I 
very  much  doubt  whether  Mr.  Watson  has  any 
very  important  statement  to  make.  Bat,  Sir, 
at  the  same  time,  I  say  I  believe  it  has  done 
great  injury  throughout  the  country,  by  in- 
citing the  belief  that  there  did  exist  evidence 
which  he  had  and  which  he  refrained  from 
giving  on  these  former  occasions  which  ought 
to  be  made  public,  and  which  he  seemed  to 
imply  could  now  be  made  public  had  he  been 
treated  as  the  Bill  then  proposed  to  treat  him 
— that  is  to  say,  had  the  Bill  provided  for 
giving  him  only  one  year's  salary  on  dismissal 
from  his  office.  I  say,  further,  it  stands  before 
the  public  in  a  very  ugly  position  indeed,  be- 
cause now  the  Bill  proposes  to  give  this  officer 
two  years'  salary.  In  other  words,  this  cannot 
be  gainsaid:  that  it  is  generally  looked  upon 
that  this  is  a  means  of  huahing-up  any 
evidence  or  statement  which  Mr.  Watson 
might  or  thought  he  might  have  been  able 
to  make.  This  but  tends  the  more  to  show 
how  improper  it  is  that  the  matter  should 
come  before  Parliament  in  its  present  shape, 
and  it  conclusively  shows  that  this  matter 
ought  to  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  proper  exercise  of  their  executive 
authority.  Now,  Sir,  in  connection  with  the 
part  of  the  Bill  which  deals  with  the  office 
of  President,  there  is,  to  my  mind,  a  very  im- 
portant point.  Under  the  legislation  which 
was  passed  in  1894  the  President  was  invested 
with  the  power  of  veto.  Now,  that  power  of 
veto.  Sir,  was  intended  by  the  liOgisiature 
not  to  be  exercised  in  the  ordinary  daily 
occurrences  and  affairs  of  the  bank,  hut  he 
was  to  be  there  as  an  officer  of  the  colony, 
safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  colony  against 
any  possible  action  on  the  part  of  the  bank 
directorate  which  might  be  inimical  to  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  That  was  the  position 
in  which  we  placed  him  -there.  Now,  Sir,  I 
admit  that  he  has  drifted  into  altogether 
a  different  position,  as  far  as  I  under- 
stand it,  and  that  view  was  supported  by 
the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  in  speaking  on 
the  BUI  in  another  place.  And,  as  far  as 
we  are  able  to  judge,  he  has  drifted  into 
the  position  of  acting  as  General  Manager — 
a  position,  I  say,  which  was  never  contem- 
plated when  he  was  put  into  the  position  to 
which  I  have  just  referred.  And  the  point 
is  this :  that  the  colony  did  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  provide,  as  a  safeguard,  an  officer  with 
power  of  veto  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  and,  Sir,  under  this  Bill  that  safe- 
guard ia  altogether  gone  and  omitted.    In  my 
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opmion,  this  Bill,  before  it  leaves  us,  most 
be  BO  amended  as  to  put  back  into  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  some  officer  who  shall  have,  as 
part  of  bis  particular  duty,  to  be  there  as 
representing  the  colony,  and  safeguarding  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  against  any  action  of 
the  bank  which  may  be  detrimental  to  its  in- 
terests. I  say  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture has  failed  altogether  in  what  was  its  proper 
duty  in  not  seeing  that  such  provision  as  that 
was  inserted  in  the  Bill,  and  I  hope  the  Oounoil, 
before  this  Bill  emerges  from  Committee,  will 
take  such  steps  as  will  put  back  that  safeguard 
which  was  proposed  in  the  former  legislation. 
Sir,  I  should  suggest,  after  some  thought  on 
this  subject,  that  this  could  be  done  by  making 
tho  Auditor  of  the  bank  a  statutory  officer,  such 
as  the  Controller  and  Auditor  -  General.  He 
would  in  that  capacity  be  acquainted  with 
evexy  part  of  the  business  of  the  bank,  and  I 
would  make  it  part  of  his  duty  to  report  from 
time  to  time  to  the  Oovemment  if  anything 
occurred  in  the  conduct  or  policy  of  the  bank 
which  in  his  opinion  was  inimical  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  colony.  Sir,  in  this  way  I  think 
what  has  been  omitedt  may  be  legained,  and 
without  cost  to  the  colony.  There  must  be  an 
Auditor,  and  the  performance  of  this  duty, 
while  imposing  on  him  a|duty  of  a  high  charac- 
ter, need  not  necessarily  occupy  much  of  his 
time.  Sir,  I  hope  that  the  Council  wiU  con- 
sider this  point,  with  a  view  of  curing  what  ap- 
pears to  be  a  great  blot  in  the  present  Bill  as  it 
stands,  and  one  which  may  be  remedied  in  the 
way  I  have  suggested.  Now,  the  other  im- 
portant part  of  this  Bill  to  which  I  must  refer 
IS  the  alteration  in  the  directorate.  I  myself 
attach  very  little  importance  indeed  to  how 
these  six  directors  are  to  be  appointed.  What 
I  mainly  object  to.  Sir,  is  that  the  directorate 
as  proposed  is  too  large  and  unwieldly.  It  will 
be  extremely  difficult  under  such  conditions  as 
aie  given  here  for  any  one  to  be  suggested  as 
suitable  for  that  position  who  is  not  connected 
in  some  way  with  commerce,  and  therefore 
specially  fitted  for  the  position,  and  extremely 
difficult  in  various  ways  to  find  the  men  who  are 
required.  But,  Sir,  I  do  not  agree  with  what 
my  honourable  friend  stated,  as  to  what  the 
view  of  the  Oovemment  is  as  to  the  advisability 
of  selecting  men  representing  every  part  of  the 
colony.  That  appears  to  me— seeing  what  is 
wanted  is  directors  to  manage  a  bank  in  whose 
interests  the  colony  is  so  largely  concerned — 
to  be  quite  outside  what  should  be  considered. 
What  does  it  mean  ?  It  means  that  each 
director  would  go  there  to  see  that  the  bank 
gives  as  much  accommodation  in  one  part  of 
the  colony  as  in  another,  irrespective  of  o^er 
reasons.  Is  it  possible  to  conceive  anything 
that  would  be  more  opposed  to  the  legitimate 
interests  and  proper  working  of  the  bsjik  than 
such  a  state  of  things  ?  I  can  conceive  nothing 
that  would  be  more  opposed  to  it.  Sir,  in  my 
opinion,  if  we  pass  this  Bill  as  it  stands  now 
the  directorate  will  be  unwieldy,  and  it  will 
be  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  a  sufficient 
number  of  suitable  men ;  and  therefore  I  hope 
the  Council,  when  that  clause  comes  under  our 
Hon.  Mr,  Ormond 


consideration,  will  see  whether  or  not  the  evi- 
dence shows  that  the  business  will  not  be  better 
conducted  by  a  smaller  Board  working  v?ith- 
out  any  direction  to  attend  to  local  interests* 
Sir,  I  do  not  want  to  pursue  the  various  other 
provisions  in  this  Bill  now.  The  remaining 
portions  of  the  Bill  are  mostly  Committee 
matters ;  but.  Sir,  I  think  the  matters  to  which 
I  have  referred  are  worthy  of  consideration.. 
And  I  would  also  say  I  think,  considering  the 
allegations  that  have  been  made  that  the  bank 
has  not  been  well  managed  in  the  inmiediate 
past,  and  that  it  has  been  extravagant  in  its 
proposed  expenditure,  and  so  on,  that  it  would 
be  well  for  us  to  have  some  inquiry  as  to  how 
the  bank  lately  has  progressed,  and  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  has  been  conducted  during 
the  interval  between  the  last  inquiry  and  now  ; 
and  such  I  think.  Sir,  is  necessary  to  satisfy 
the  colony.  It  could  do  no  harm.  Sir,  I  would 
say  at  once  I  should  be  most  entirely  opposed, 
as  I  hope  the  Council  will  be,  to  ha^g  an 
inquiry  that  would  reopen  the  old  storiea 
of  the  past.  I  think  that  should  be  entirely 
avoided ;  and  if  an  inquiry  by  a  Committee 
of  this  Council  should  be  appointed,  thai 
inquiry  should  be  limited  to  ascertaining 
those  points  to  which  I  have  referred — to  the 
working  of  the  bank  in  the  interval,  as  to 
whether  it  has  been  extravagant  in  its  expendi- 
ture, and  generally  as  to  the  policy  which  it  haa 
adopted.  It  should  also  have  under  considera- 
tion how  best  to  provide  an  officer  to  take  the 
place  of  the  President,  and  see  that  the  oolony'a 
interests  are  secured,  which  is  not  provided  foi 
in  the  proposed  abolition  of  the  President's 
office.  Sir,  it  is  my  intention  to  propose,  af tei 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill—I  do  not  wish 
in  any  way  to  impede  the  second  reading  ol 
this  Bill— that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  this  Council,  to  be  appointed  by  a  ballot,  lor 
the  purposes  to  which  I  have  referred.  I  be- 
lieve that  course  will  be  a  wise  one,  and  I 
think  it  is  one  that  the  people  of  the  colony 
think  ought  to  have  been  adopted  by  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature  which  has  the  spe- 
cial guardianship  of  the  finances  of  the  oolony  ; 
and  it  has  been  a  great  disappointment  that 
such  an  inquiry  did  not  there  take  place.  Sir, 
as  I  have  said,  I  shall  not  in  any  way  oppoee 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  I  shall  take 
the  action  I  have  referred  to  when  the  Bill  haa 
been  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— Sir,  this  is  a  mea- 
sure in  the  consideration  of  which  it  is  im- 
peratively necessary  we  should  be  guided 
entirely  by  common- sense.  The  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  is  one  of 
the  greatest  importance,  and  the  issues  have 
been  involved  so  much  by  political  feeling  that 
it  has  become  a  question  into  which  have  been 
introduced  many  difficulties  that  are  not  na- 
tural to  it.  Sir,  it  is  perhaps  well  for  os  to 
consider  for  a  moment  the  retA  causes  which 
originally  led  to  the  disaster  to  the  New  Zea- 
land bank.  It  originally  sprung  from  the  &bei 
that,  owing  to  the  public- works  polioy,  a  very 
large  amount  of  money  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  bank  for  keeping  by  the  Govern- 
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ment.  The  bank  foand  it  necessary  to  loan 
oat  this  money  profitably.  The  resnlt  was 
at  onoe  felt  in  a  speoulative  mania  all  over 
the  whole  country.  Now,  bank  managers  are 
in  exceptionally  difficult  positions.  If  they 
do  not  attract  deposits  the^^^e^smlssed ;  if 
they  attract  deposits  and  cRMI^loan  them 
out  they  are  dismissed ;  and  ii-Tltey  loan  them 
out  and  lose  mone^  they  bkS  dismissed.  The 
position,  therefore,  is  this :  that  a  sudden  in- 
flux of  borrowed  money  into  the  colony,  placed 
in  the  Bank  of  New  2iealand  either  on  deposit 
or  lying  idle,  forced  the  bank  to  make  loans  to 
individuals,  either  for  commercial  purposes  or 
settlement,  all  over  the  colony.  The  natural 
shrinkage  resulting  from  the  cessation  of  public 
works  and  the  fall  in  the  price  of  exports  led 
to  material  losses  all  over  the  colony.  Now, 
Sir,  such  contingencies  bankers  ought  to  fore- 
see, but  no  banker  ever  seems  to  be  able  to 
resist  the  temptation  of  handling  money — 
putting  off  from  day  to  day  and  year  to  year 
the  day  of  reckoning.  It  was  not  because 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  was  administered 
from  the  Province  of  Auckland  that  these  dis- 
asters ensued ;  it  was  from  the  general  causes 
which  I  have  sought  to  sketch,  and  from 
the  fact  that  the  directors  borrowed  from  the 
bank.  I  would  therefore  argue  that  if  the 
bank  were  administered  from  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington it  should  not  follow  that  disasters  such 
as  occurred  under  entirely  different  circum- 
stances should  now  ensue.  Sir,  I  am  not 
anxious  at  all  to  appear  as  the  defender  of  Mr. 
Watson.  Personally,  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
his  individual  character.  Nevertheless  I  am 
of  opinion  that  he  has  striven  to  do  well  by  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I  take  it  his  position 
was  this :  He  was  appointed  President  of  the 
t>ank,  and  in  that  position  found  he  had  prac- 
tically little  to  do  for  a  man  of  his  active 
habits.  He  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  di- 
rectors his  services  for  general  purposes,  and, 
I  believe,  did  drift  into  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  general  meuiager.  The  necessity 
for  veto  at  any  time  in  connection  with  the 
adSairs  of  this  bank  has  probably  not  arisen  at 
all.  Therefore  I  hold  that  the  mere  fact  that 
he  has  made  himself  generally  useful  has  not 
diminished  his  value  to  the  country.  Not- 
withstanding all  this,  Sir,  I  do  not  consider 
that  Mr.  Watson  has  by  any  means  exhibited 
a  high  order  of  judgment  in  relation  to  many 
matters.  I  assail  the  President  of  the  bank  on 
his  lack  of  judgment.  His  lack  of  judgment 
has  been  so  marked  that  I  hold  that  he  is  open 
to  severe  censure  on  that  score.  Now,  in  the 
circumstances — and  it  is  impossible  to  dispute 
the  statement ;  I  could  prove  them  in  detail  if  I 
ohose;  they  are  equally  known  to  all  mem- 
bers in  this  Oouncil — I  hold  that  Mr.  Watson 
is  being  very  handsomely  dealt  with  under  this 
Bill.  He  has  the  alternative  of  either  accepting 
two  years'  pay,  or  proceeding  to  the  Courts  to 
have  his  claim  settled  by  law.  Nothing  could  be 
fairer,  nothing  juster.  There  is  an  alternative 
of  which  he  is  at  liberty  to  avail  himself. 
All  for  the  moment  I  am  concerned  with  is, 
that  it  should  be  made  entirely  clear  that  he 
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cannot  first  accept  the  two  years'  pay  and  then 
proceed  by  action  at  law.  There  has  been 
some  comment,  and  just  comment,  on  the  in- 
crease of  the  amount  of  compensation  which 
was  offered  to  Mr.  Watson  under  the  original 
Bill  and  the  amount  which  he  is  now  offered. 
I  hold  that  the  change  in  the  amount  is  cap- 
able of  a  very  simple  explanation  without  any 
imputation  of  unworthy  motive  or  without 
any  colouring  of  suspicion,  no  matter  how 
slight.  This  I  hold  to  be  the  explanation : 
It  is  very  undesirable  for  banks  to  be  going 
into  Court.  It  is  a  cheaper  thing  for  the 
bank  to  pay  two  years*  salary  to  Mr.  Watson,  if 
he  will  accept  it,  than  to  defend  an  action  at 
law.  By  the  time  the  matter  goes  to  the  Court 
of  Appeal  and  the  Privy  Council  the  baiik 
would  certainly  have  parted  with  an  amount 
equal  to  the  second  year's  salary,  and  then  in 
the  end  the  bank  would  have  to  pay  the  costs. 
In  all  these  proceedings  it  is  valuable,  even 
when  forced  into  Court,  to  be  in  a  position  to 
show  that  you  have  desired  to  do  what  is  fair 
and  equitable;  and  I  think  the  increased 
amount  placed  in  the  Bill  is  justifiable,  and 
accounted  for  in  that  way.  I  trust  Parliament 
will  never  have  another  opportunity  to  discuss 
this  subject.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  take  this  op- 
portunity of  declaring  my  conviction  that  in  the 
whole  of  this  business  there  has  been  no  poli- 
tical corruption  whatever.  I  wish  to  declare 
the  conviction  I  entertain,  that  no  money  has 
passed  in  the  furtherance  of  any  of  these 
measures.  I  think  I  may  state,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  I  know  absolutely  that  Glyn,  Mills» 
and  Co.,  who  were  the  persons  chiefly  interested 
in  this  legislation,  only  paid  Mr.  Murray  £800 
for  his  travelling-expenses.  Now,  various  im- 
putations have  been  made  against  varioos 
politicians  in  reference  to  these  Banking  Bills. 
I  want  to  know  who  is  the  richer.  Sir,  it  is 
probably  the  first  time  in  history  that  the 
whole  of  this  extraordinary  complex  legisla- 
tion, involving  millions  of  money,  has  been 
effected  without  any  greasing  of  palms.  What 
would  such  an  operation  have  cost  in  London  ? 
Any  person  who  has  had  any  opportunity  of 
knowing  London  can  conceive  what  such  an 
operation  would  cost.  What  would  such  an 
operation  have  cost  in  Paris,  Berlin,  or  Rome  ? 
Whatever  our  faults  may  be — and  they  are 
quite  numerous  enough ;  whatever  our  follies 
— and  they  are  of  a  transcendental  cha- 
racter—our people  are  not  politically  corrupt. 
There  are  sundry  matters  in  this  Bill  which  in 
the  interests  of  the  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  bank  will  require  careful  considera- 
tion. I  do  not  now  desire  to  detain  the  Council 
by  elucidating  them,  but  I  trust  there  will  be 
time  enough  in  Committee — and,  beyond  doubt, 
there  will  be ;  but  I  will  draw  the  attention  of 
t^e  Council,  amongst  other  things,  to  this :  The 
term  for  which  the  Chairman  is  elected  is 
vastly  too  short,  and  the  period  of  service  of 
the  directors  is  too  short.  They  have  to  change 
office  too  frequently.  The  whole  future  of  the 
bank  will  depend  absolutely  upon  the  know- 
ledge  and  experience  of  the  directors  who  ad- 
minister its  affairs,  and  they  will  take  many 
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years— at  any  rate,  two — to  acquire  the  most 
ordinary  acquaintanceship  with  the  compli- 
cated conditions  which  regulate  its  interests. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY.— Before  a  reply 
is  made,  I  have  just  a  lew  remarks  to  make. 
I  will  refer  to  what  has  been  stated  by  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Ormond  with  regard 
to  the  action  of  the  Oovernment  in  1894.  I 
think  he  was  somewhat  unfair  in  blaming  the 
Government  on  that  occasion.  The  legislation 
then  passed  was  the  result  of  information 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  by  the 
bank,  and  the  bank  then  urgently  pressed 
the  necessity  of  keeping  the  institution  from 
closing  its  doors.  Now,  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment on  that  occasion  was  approved  by 
this  Council.  A  Committee  of  the  Council  was 
set  up  to  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case, 
and  a  report  was  brought  up,  and  that  report 
was  approved  by  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OBMOND.- What  I  said  was 
that  I  did  not  concur  in  that  legislation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY.— Perhaps,  if  we 
had  the  information  then  which  we  have  now, 
the  course  that  might  have  been  taken  would 
have  been,  probably,  to  have  allowed  the  bank 
to  go  into  liquidation.  It  is  an  open  question, 
and  I  am  not  at  all  persuaded  in  my  own  mind 
that  if  I  knew  at  that  time  what  I  know 
now,  I  would  not  have  supported  a  difEereut 
courser  being  taken.  So  far  as  the  bank  is  con- 
cerned, it  is  certainly  not  through  itsdifSculties 
yet.  I  believe  it  is  very  well  managed  now, 
and  that  the  directors  are  very  well  up  in  their 
business ;  but  we  must  remember  this :  that  it 
is  working  under  very  extraordinary  difficulties. 
It  has  little  or  no  capital;  the  capital  is  all 
borrowed.  There  is  the  stock  guaranteed  by  the 
Government — the  two  millions ;  then  there  is 
£500,000  in  shares  provided  by  the  Government ; 
and  the  debentures  of  the  Assets  Board,  also 
guaranteed  by  the  Government  to  the  amount 
of  £1,800,000,  the  interest  on  which  has  to  be 
provided  practically  by  the  bank  out  of  its  earn- 
ings :  and  practically  the  shareholders  have  no 
money-value  whatever  in  the  bank,  taking  into 
consideration  the  large  liabilities.  Certainly,  it 
is  a  State  institution  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 
I  see  from  the  balance-sheet  that  the  second 
third  of  the  £10  liability,  that  was  supposed  to 
realise  £450,000,  realised  only  £890,000.  Then 
there  remains  a  liability  of  another  call  of 
£3  68.  8d.  per  share  to  meet  any  loss  that  may 
arise  in  consequence  of  sales  of  land  and  other 
properties  not  realising  book-values.  That  cidl 
will  probably  not  realise  as  much  as  the  second 
call,  so  that  pra&tically  all  the  moneys  for  which 
the  shareholders  are  liable  will  be  taken  up  in 
ultimately  meeting  the  liabilities  incurred. 
The  bank  is  in  a  fair  way  of  prosperity  at 
present,  and  were  it  not  that  the  liabilities 
are  so  great  its  ultimate  success  would  be  as- 
sured. In  six  years  we  shall  have  all  these 
arrangements  coming  to  an  end;  the  deben- 
tures will  be  due,  and  then,  of  course,  some- 
thing will  have  to  be  done  in  the  way  of 
finally  dealing  with  this  institution.  Now, 
considering  that  this  is  the  position,  and  that 
large  liabilities  have  been  incurred  by  the 
Hon,  Dr,  Oraee 


Government,  is  it  not  a  fair  thing,  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  that  a  larger  repre- 
sentation for  it  on  the  management  of  the 
bank  should  be  brought  about  ?  I  know,  when 
this  Bill  was  before  the  Committee  in  1895,  I 
fully  saw  then  that  the  colony  was  not  fnlly 
represented  on  the  Board,  and  I  moved  in 
Committee  that  the  number  of  directors 
nominated  by  the  Government  should  be  in- 
creased; but  that  was  rejected  by  a  large 
majority.  Seeing  the  large  liabilities  we  are 
incurring  in  respect  of  the  bank,  I  maintain 
that,  even  if  only  to  satisfy  public  opinion,  it  is 
necessary  the  number  of  the  directors  should 
be  increased.  My  honourable  friend  referred 
to  the  power  of  veto.  Well,  my  opinion  on  this 
question  is  that  I  would  prefer  the  present 
directors  with  an  officer  appointed  by  the 
Government  with  power  of  veto  than  a  larger 
number  of  directors  without  this  power,  as  it 
would  be  a  more  certain  safeguard  to  the 
colony.  As  far  as  I  can  see  the  Bill  abolishea 
this  power  of  veto  now  held  by  the  President. 
Either  the  Chairman  or  the  chief  auditor,  aa 
my  honourable  friend  suggested,  should  have 
the  power  of  veto ;  and  if  that  was  given  to 
the  auditor  he  should  know  of  any  transaction 
that  was  unfavourable  to  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  and  at  once  report  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Well,  if  that  power  were  given  I 
would  not  attach  much  importance  to  the 
number  of  directors  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Now,  with  regard  to  the  President: 
That  is  a  question,  of  course,  that  requires 
very  serious  consideration.  My  honourable 
friend  stated  the  Government  should  have 
removed  him  as  an  ordinary  administrative 
act.  But  I  submit  that  the  Government  has 
no  power  to  remove  him.  He  was  appointed 
for  ten  years  during  good  behaviour,  and  not  at 
pleasure.  How  can  they  remove  him  unless  he 
has  made  a  breach  of  his  appointment?  It 
requires  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  do  that.  He 
is,  so  far  as  security  of  office  is  concerned,  quite 
independent  of  the  Government.  But  the  legis- 
lature can  do  so,  subject  to  compensation.  I 
think,  myself,  that  under  all  the  circumstanoes 
of  the  case  the  public  will  not  be  satisfied  un- 
less the  President  is  removed.  I  think,  judging 
from  proceedings  in  another  place,  that  is  a 
necessity,  whatever  we  may  think  personally  of 
his  abilities  as  a  banker  or  of  his  claims  on 
the  colony  as  being  an  officer  appointed  foe  ten 
years.  And,  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
compensation,  I  think  it  is  preferable  that  it 
should  be  settled  by  Parliament.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  do  any  good  to  the  bank  to 
leave  the  matter  of  compensation  to  the  law- 
courts,  which,  in  addition  to  compensation, 
would  involve  large  costs.  I  think,  therefore, 
it  is  better  as  proposed  in  the  Bill — that  is  to 
say,  two  years'  salary,  or  whatever  Parliament 
thinks  fit  to  give  him  as  compensation  for  retir- 
ing from  office.  And  if  two  years'  salary  is 
given  I  think  that  is  fair  compensation,  be- 
cause his  appointment  has  only  six  years  to 
run.  Two  years'  salary  for  retiring  from  an 
office  would  be  sufficient  compensation,  I  think, 
to   satisfy   any   reasonable  person,  more  es 
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peoiftUy  as  saoh  oompensation  is  given  with- 
out any  special  slnr  on  his  character  as  the 
chief  executive  officer  of  the  bank,  and  only  on 
the  ground  that  a  change  of  policy  is  desirable. 
I  think  the  Bill,  with  the  amendment  sug- 
gested, is  a  very  fair  Bill.  It  deals  fairly  with 
the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  deals  fairly,  I  think, 
with  the  administration,  and,  as  it  is  a  Bill  that 
is  in  the  interest  of  the  colony,  it  should  be 
passed  into  operation,  except  in  regard  to  the 
points  I  have  mentioned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Sir,  in  consider- 
ing  the  proposed  change,  it  is  perhaps  desir- 
Able  to  look  back  to  the  year  1894  for  one 
moment.  What  then  was  the  object  of  tbe 
appointment  of  a  President  of  the  bank  by 
the  Act  of  that  year?  It  was,  as  I  under- 
stood at  the  time,  and  as  I  understand  now, 
to  give  to  the  colony  a  sufficient  assurance 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  interests  of  the  State 
were  so  large  in  the  bank,  by  reason  of  the 
enormous  guarantee  then  given,  those  in- 
terests should  be  secured  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  officer  who  would  be  practically 
the  representative  of  the  State  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank,  and  that  he  would  be  the 
oontroUing  power  to  secure  that  nothing  could 
be  done  which  might  in  any  respect  impair 
the  security  of  the  colony  for  its  large  respon- 
sibility. The  terms  of  the  Act  in  that  re- 
spect are  rather  vague.  The  definition  of 
the  office  of  President  was  that  he  should 
have  all  the  powers,  duties,  and  responsibilities 
of  a  director,  and  should  have,  in  addition  to 
that,  the  power  of  veto,  without  any  farther 
definition  of  his  powers  in  that  respect.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  Bill  in  1894  fully  intended 
that  there  should  be  some  effective  authority 
established  to  stand  between  the  colony  and 
possible  danger  in  the  matter  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  My  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Kelly  has  said,  I  think  quite 
rightly,  and  it  has  been  suggested  by  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Ormond,  that  the  pre- 
sent Bill  does  away  entirely  with  that  arrange- 
ment, and  substitutes  nothing  for  it  which  gives 
the  same  security  which  the  colony  has  had 
from  the  year  1894  to  the  present  time.  And 
it  is  very  advisable  that  we  should  clearly 
understand  the  magnitude  of  that  change, 
and,  in  view  of  these  interests,  that  we  should 
apply  some  remedy  before  this  BiU  passes. 
For  my  own  part,  I  would  be  very  willing  to 
see  the  present  constitution  of  the  bank  con- 
tinue with  very  slight  modification,  and,  in  the 
event  of  the  present  President  being  considered 
unsuitable  under  the  existing  circumstances, 
tiiat  the  constitution  should  not  be  altered,  but 
another  officer  of  the  same  character  should  be 
appointed ;  and  that,  I  understand,  is  practi- 
cally the  view  of  my  honourable  friend  opposite. 
Sir,  whilst  making  these  few  remarks  I  cannot 
bat  sympathise  with  those  who  think  that 
Boffioient  reason  has  not  yet  been  given  for  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  I  am  not  at  all  averse  to 
the  consideration  of  this  Bill  with  a  view  to  its 
passing,  but  I  do  say  that  this  Chamber  ought 
to  be  fortified  with  every  possible  reasonable 
ground  for  making  a  change  of  such  magni- 


tude in  a  matter  of  sul5h~  vital  importance, 
and  involving  such  huge  interests,  and  I  really 
do  trust  that  the  Oounqil  will  rise  to  the  very 
great  importance  of  the  task,  and  take  care 
that  it  is  able  to  justify  every  clause  in 
this  Bill  before  it  passes.  Sir,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Ck>mmittee  such  as  has  been 
suggested  would,  I  think,  answer  that  end, 
and  would  produce  evidence  of  oonsiderabla - 
value  in  regard  to  the  Bill.  Nor  need  it  be 
a  very  long  business.  It  is  not  like  the  in- 
vestigations of  former  years,  of  which  we  are  all 
so  thoroughly  tired ;  and  I  should  hope  that 
the  Government  will  accept  the  suggestion 
that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed,  as  pro- 
posed by  my  honourable  friend,  to  take  mto 
consideration  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and 
when  reporting  to  the  Council  to  state  the 
actual  grounds  on  which  it  has  come  to  its 
conclusions.  If  that  is  done  it  will  be  some- 
thing far  more  satisfactory  than  quotations  of 
a  general  character  from  the  report  of  a  former 
Select  Committee.  I  can  hardly  agree  with  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Kelly  when  he  says  that 
the  shareholders  of  the  bank  have  no  interest 
in  it.  Sir,  they  have  a  very  great  interest  in  it. 
They  have  paid  much  in  calls — or  have  a  liability 
to  pay  in  cases  where  the  call  last  made  has  not 
yet  been  paid— and  are  liable  for  the  third  call, 
which  is  pledged,  as  my  honourable  friend  is 
aware,  to  the  Assets  Bealisation  Board.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  they  have  a  very  large  interest 
in  the  bank  now,  and,  although  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  see  how  their  position  can  be  made 
to  harmonize  with  the  public  interest  in  the 
matter  of  this  constitution,  I  must  say  I  think 
their  position  is  a  very  unfortunate  and  very 
regrettable  one,  and  if  relief  in  any  form  can 
be  afforded  to  them  it  ought  to  be  afforded. 
These  people  have  already  suffered  very  great 
loss,  and  they  are  in  this  Bill  placed  in  an  even 
worse  position  than  was  ever  contemplated 
before.  Their  position  in  1894  was  that  theiz 
liability  was  preserved  in  the  arrangement  of 
that  Act,  but  they  had  then  a  representation 
given  to  them  of  three  directors— or,  rather, 
they  were  still  left  with  that  representation 
unimpaired — and  they  were  also  certainly  to 
continue  to  have  a  more  or  less  potential 
voice  in  the  management.  In  this  Bill  their 
position  is  this :  everything  that  they  may  pass 
in  the  way  of  a  resolution  may  be  vetoed  by 
the  Governor  in  Council.  Their  liability  stiU 
continues,. and  by  the  18th  clause  of  the  Bill 
they  will  be  placed  in  this  position :  that  all 
the  losses  which  may  be  considered  as  made  on 
the  classes  of  items  mentioned  in  the  clause, 
including  the  price  of  the  goodwill  of  the 
Colonial  Bank,  £75,000,  shall  be  met  before 
they  get  anything.  Under  the  Act  of  1895  it 
is  distinctdy  provided  that  after  the  payment  of 
the  dividend  on  the  guaranteed  '*  A  "  shares  and 
on  the  preference  shares,  and  of  the  £50,000 
per  annum  to  the  Assets  Realisation  Board, 
the  shareholders  of  the  ordinary  shares  should 
have  a  dividend  up  to  5  per  cent,  from  any 
remaining  profits.  That  it  is  very  desirable 
and  also  very  proper  that  provision  should  be 
made  of  the  kind  proposed  I  am  not  pre- 
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pared  to  dispate,  bat  this  olause  18  places  upon 
the  shareholders  a  burden  which  was  never 
contemplated  at  the  time.  It  is  perfectly  true 
it  ought  to  have  been  foreseen,  and  probably 
edl  of  us  are  to  blame  for  not  foreseeing  the 
position ;  but  I  do  say  their  position  in  this 
Bill  seems  to  be  one  of  very  great  hardship, 
and  I  for  one  will  be  glad  to  assist  in  relieving 
tibem,  if  possible,  to  some  extent,  because  for 
years  to  come  they  will  be  in  the  position  of 
receiving  nothing,  without  any  prospect  of 
receiving  anything,  and  with  this  liability 
hanging  over  their  heads  almost  indefinitely 
— responsibility  for  the  third  call.  When  I^ 
think  of  the  position  of  thiese  people  under 
this  Bill,  and  of  their  future,  and  see  what 
they  have  paid  out  of  their  means  and  what 
their  responsibilities  are,  they  seem  to  me 
to  realise  the  lines, — 

Where  are  those  martyred  saints,  my  flve-per-cents, 
And  where,  oh  where,  the  devil  are  the  rents  ? 

I  have  a  word  to  say  in  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  directors.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear 
that  my  honourable  friend  was  aware  of  the 
very  great  danger  to  the  bank  that  would 
attend  the  appointment  of  men  in  business — 
men  who  are  practically  engaged  in  commer- 
dial  pursuits.  Such  appointments  as  those 
would  be  absolutely  ruinous  to  the  bank  in 
regard  to  its  exchange  business.  That  is  well 
known  to  every  one  who  has  the  least  experi- 
ence from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
I  see  by  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  that  these 
gentlemen  may  be  absent  for  three  months,  or 
certainly  for  two  months ;  absence  from  three 
consecutive  meetings  disqualifies  them.  What 
is  the  meaning  of  that  ?  Surely  they  ought  to 
be  expected  to  be  more  or  less  resident  near 
the  seat  of  operations,  or  otherwise  how  can 
they  exercise  or  carry  on  in  any  way  a 
satisfactory  control  over  the  affairs  of  the 
bank,  or  be  at  all  adequately  acquainted  with 
its  business?  Moreover,  I  am  strongly  of 
the  opinion  that  loceJ  resident  people  will 
not  be  satisfactory  at  all  to  any  one  through- 
out the  country  or  to  the  commercial  com- 
munity. My  own  view  of  the  matter  is  that 
there  can  be  found  some  persons  who  have 
great  experience  of  different  localities  who  will 
be  perfectly  willing  to  undertake  duties  of  this 
kind ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the  re- 
muneration in  the  Bill  is  not  sufficient  to 
secure  such  assistance  it  should  be  increased 
to  an  adequate  amount.  These  interests  are 
too  large  to  play  with,  and  I  trust  some  means 
will  be  found  to  give  effect  to  this  view.  I 
have  a  word  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  the 
President  and  his  removal.  My  opinion  is  that 
it  is  absolutely  wrong  to  remove  an  officer 
in  his  position  by  Act  of  Parliament,  as  is 
proposed-  to  be  done  in  this  Bill.  I  think 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Kelly  is  entirely 
mistaken  in  stating  that  the  Qovemment  of  the 
day  has  not  the  power  to  remove  without  the 
authority  of  a  special  Act  of  Parliament.  I  am 
satisfied  that  my  honourable  friend  is  wrong  on 
that  subject,  and  that,  whilst  the  Government 
had  the  power  of  appointment  under  the  Act  of 
1894,  it  also  has  a  corresponding  power  of  re- 
Hon.  Mr,  Stevens 


moval.  I  trust  that  a  transaction  of  the  kind 
I  have  just  indicated  vnll  never  be  repeated 
in  my  experience  in  the  future,  however  con- 
venient it  may  always  be  for  a  Government  to< 
get  Parliament  to  pass  an  Act  of  the  kind.  I 
agree  very  much  with  the  view  that  has  been 
taken  that  there  should  be  some  officer  ap> 
pointed  who  will  practically  restore  to  the- 
colony  and  to  this  Legislature  the  feeling  of 
security  which  it  is  supposed  has  been  enjoyed 
since  the  year  1894  by  the  appointment  of 
some  one  who  had  controlling  authority  over 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  in  the  interest  of 
the  State,  and  not  in  the  interests  merely 
of  the  bank  management.  That  point,  i 
think ;  might  be  made  more  clear.  The  view 
of  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Ormond  ia 
evidently  this:  that  by  this  Bill  we  are 
running  the  risk  of  losing  that  State  con- 
trol  which  we  are  supposed  to  have  had  since 
1894,  and  we'  are  handing  the  whole  concern 
over  to  a  Board  appointed  partly  by  the  Go- 
vernment and  partly  by  the  shareholders, — 
without  any  one  mainly  responsible  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  oolony,  as  has  hitherto 
been  the  case,  or  has  been  supposed  to  be  the 
case.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  in  the  confidenoe 
of  the  Government  on  this  matter,  or  Imow 
what  they  wish  to  do,  but  I  trust  they  vrill 
bear  in  mind  the  vital  importance  of  the  point 
my  honourable  friend  has  raised,  and  that  they 
will  consent  to  the  appointment  of  some  officer 
possessing  the  power  I  have  indicated.  I  may 
say  I  sympathize  entirely  with  the  proposal 
that  a  Select  Committee  should  be  appointed, 
which  in  a  comparatively  short  time  will  be 
able  to  present  this  Chamber  with  a  view  of  the 
Bill  which  ought  to  be  presented,  in  order  thafe 
the  public  may  have  some  satisfaction — and, 
so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  from  what  has  been 
published  and  said  elsewhere,  they  certidnly 
have  not  any  now — ^that  the  change  proposed 
in  this  Bill  is  one  that  is  desirable  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  bank  and  of  the  colony. 
Debate  adjourned. 

MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  REFORM  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— Sir,  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  proposing  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  although,  in  my  opinion,  and  I 
dare  say  in  the  opinion  of  many  in  thischamber^ 
the  Bill  may  not  be  of  a  sufficiently  Liberal 
character  to  bring  the  municipal  franchise  in 
this  oolony  up  to  date.  Nothing  has  been 
more  astonishing  in  this  colony  than  the  fact 
that  our  municipal  franchise  and  our  looal 
franchise  generally  has  been  such  as  I  do  not- 
believe  any  other  country  under  ihe  sun  ever 
devised  or  ever  enjoyed.  People  of  other  lands 
do  not  understand  what  is  meant  by  a  ploral  vole 
as  we  understand  it ;  and  a  restricted  francUse 
such  as  we  have  got  is  quite  contrary  to  modem 
ideas  of  municipal  government,  whioh,  in  other 
countries,  even  in  the  interpretation  of  a  Coneec- 
vative  Government  in  England,  means  Govern- 
ment of  the  many  by  the  many,  and  that  all  who  ' 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  municipal  government 
should  have  a  vote  in  those  matters,  not  only 
because  of  the  pressure  of  the  many  questiona 
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of  the  lower  or  of  the  material  life,  but  in  the 
interest  of  the  many  questionB  of  the  higher 
life  which  every  Munieipality  should  aspire  to, 
and  which,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  in  this  country 
our  Municipalities  seldom  do  aspire  to.  There- 
fore I  am  sure  that  any  criticism  which  will 
be  made  on  this  Bill  will  be  this  :  that  it  is  not 
quite  as  much  up  to  date  as  it  ought  to  be,  or 
as  we  have  a  right  to  expect  at  this  time  of 
day  from  a  House  of  Representatives  where 
the  wants  of  the  people  ought  to  be  clearly 
expressed  and  fairly  met ;  but  I  feel  sure  that 
on  this  question  of  municipal  reform  the 
Council  will  be  only  too  pleased  to  give 
e£fect  to  liberal  expansion.  Still,  if  the  Coun- 
cil in  its  wisdom— and  with  its  intelligence 
running  on  modern  political  lines  in  these 
matters,  and  in  the  direction  of  widening  the 
franchise— goes  further  than  is  proposed  in  this 
Bill  I  am  unable  to  say  that  it  would  not 
be  a  step  the  Council,  perhaps,  is  warranted 
in  taking.  Because  I  think  if  there  is  any 
question  more  clearly  pointed  out  as  the  work 
of  Parliament  at  the  present  time  it  is  this 
question  of  local  government;  and,  if  it  is  not 
sufficiently  enlarged  by  the  other  Chamber,  I 
see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  the  duty  of 
this  Chamber,  in  the  interests  of  the  people,  to 
see  that  our  institutions  are  placed  m  such  a 
position  and  on  such  a  basis  that  every  in- 
terest can  be  protected,  and  the  development  of 
the  people  of  this  country  in  the  right  direction 
encouraged.  This  Bill,  as  it  has  reached  us 
from  the  other  place,  partakes  very  largely  of  the 
nature  of  a  compromise.  Of  coarse,  compro- 
mises are  very  often  the  only  thing  you  can  get 
at  a  particular  time,  and  therefore  he  is  a  poor 
politician  who  refuses  a  compromise,  because 
if  he  will  not  take  what  he  can  get  perhaps 
he  will  get  nothing.  The  most  satisfactory 
part  of  the  Bill  to  me,  really,  as  a  matter  of 
advance,  is  that  it  does  away  with  the  plural 
vote,  which  is  a  vote  absolutely  unknown,  I 
believe,  in  any  other  country  except  New  Zea- 
land. It  may  exist  in  some  of  the  Australian 
Colonies,  but  I  am  quite  sure  that  no  part  of 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland  has  such  a  thing  as 
the  plural  vote.  In  fact,  more  than  a  hun- 
dred years  ago  some  of  the  most  intelligent 
Municipalities  absolutely  adopted  much  more 
enlightened  views  of  rating  and  taxpaying 
than  we  have.  They  rate  and  tax  on  a 
progressive  system.  The  larger  a  man*s  in- 
terest in  the  Municipality  he  does  not  have 
«o  many  more  votes  given  to  him,  but 
he  does  pay  more  rates  in  proportion  in 
the  pound,  because  it  is  supposed  that  his 
vested  interests  being  larger  make  him  more 
concerned  in  all  that  afieots  the  material  and 
higher  interests  of  the  community.  Here  we 
have  gone  on  other  lines,  and  encouraged  the 
eelii&h  notion  that  the  rich  man  ought  to  be 
protected  in  these  matters,  and  that  he  has 
protected  for  himself,  protected  from  his  better 
inetincts,  protected  from  every  instinct  that 
would  make  him  ready  to  build  up  a  nice, 
clean,  and  intelligent  community  around  him. 
And  when  he  has  built  up  his  treasure,  what  do 
we  see  in  these  streets  of  Wellington  bat  incom- 


petent, unsatisfactory  streets,  inefficient  public 
services,  and  everything— or,  in  fact,  almost 
everything— the  city  should  not  be  in  the  way 
of  government  by  an  intelligent  Municipality? 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  these  things  are  not 
sometimes  mended ;  of  course,  every  day  they 
have  some  things  jgetting  so  bad  that  they 
cannot  be  allowed  to  remain  as  they  were ;  but 
I  just  ask  you  to  compare,  as  an  instance  of 
two  different  bodies,  the  Municipality  in  Wel- 
lington and  the  Harbour  Board — how  well  the 
business  of  the  one  body  is  conducted  and  how 
inefficiently  and  unintelligently  the  other.  I 
believe  it  would  have  been  an  absolute  impos- 
sibility for  Wellington  to  be  in  the  condition  it 
now  is  if  it  had  had  a  wide  franchise,  even  as 
large  a  franchise  as  is  coiitained  in  this  Bill, 
and  no  more  plural  voting.  However,  Sir,  the 
Bill  is  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  it  proposes 
to  extend  the  municipal  franchise  and  ap- 
proximate it  to  what  the  municipal  fran- 
chises are  in  other  countries,  and  also  to 
abolish  the  plural  vote.  This  Bill  I  describe 
as  very  much  of  a  compromise.  I  do  not 
think  any  one  could  say  it  is  an  extreme 
measure.  On  the  one  hand,  freeholders  of  not 
less  than  £25  are  given  the  franchise  even 
when  they  have  leased  thSir  property,  and 
when  their  properties  are  in  the  hands  of 
other  occupiers.  The  property  which  has  both 
a  freeholder  and  a  tenant  will  have  two  votes. 
Some  one  might  say  that  is  against  the  spirit 
of  the  single-voting  principle;  but,  of  course, 
it  is  the  individual  who  is  recognised,  and 
these  two  people,  both  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant,  have  got  interests  in  the  property,  and 
therefore  the  Bill  proposes  to  give  them  both 
votes,  which  they  have  not  got  now.  And 
then  there  is  another  qualification — that  of 
the  residential  occupant — which  is  the  furthest 
extension  of  the  franchise  that  this  Bill  pro- 
poses— namely,  that  leaseholders  of  not  less 
than  £10  shall  have  a  vote. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Whether  he 
pays  rates  or  not  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— I  think  he 
does  pay  rates  ;  at  any  rate,  if  he  does  not  pay 
the  rates  directly  he  pays  in  other  waytt— he 
pays  in  rent.  It  is  no  use  contending  that 
the  weekly  tenants  do  not  pay  rates.  Of 
course  they  pay  rates,  and  if  they  did  not  pay 
the  rates  directly  they  would  pay  very  much 
less  rent  thsm  they  do,  and  it  is  absolutely 
a  quibbling  with  language,  therefore,  to  say 
that  they  do  not  pay  rates.  But  then  there  is 
a  safeguard  to  protect  the  property-holders — 
those  on  whose  shoulders  the  burden  may  fall 
if  loans  or  rates  are  raised  unduly  :  there  is  the 
safeguard  that  in  the  case  of  rates  and  loans 
only  the  burgesses  of  the  higher  class— I  may 
call  them,  too,  the  older  class,  who  are  ulti- 
mately interested  in  the  properties— shall  have 
a  vote.  I  think.  Sir,  with  that  qualification, 
with  that  protection,  with  that  safeguard,  the 
Bill  may  be  described  as  a  very  safe  Bill  to 
pass — a  Bill  which  has  endeavoured  to  balance 
the  difierent  interests  involved  ;  and  certainly 
it  is  not  an  extreme  Bill,  considering  the  ad- 
vanced condition  of  modem  thought  on  the 
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Bubjeot  of  municipal  government.  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  BUI, 

The  Hon.  Dr.  QRAGE.— Sir,  I  am  always 
delighted  at  the  way  in  which  my  honourable 
friend  introduces  these  measures,  and  I  some- 
times wonder  to  what  extent  he  can  reconcile 
with  his  conscience  many  of  the  eloquent  de- 
clarations he  makes.  Just  now  my  honourable 
friend  informed  us  that  the  contrast  between 
the  Wellington  City  Corporation  and  the  Wel- 
lington Harbour  Board  illustrates  the  whole 
position,  and  proves  to  a  demonstration  the 
absolute  incompetency  of  the  Wellington  City 
Corporation .  Sir,  the  Wellington  Harbour  Board 
has  no  roads  to  make.  The  road  is  there  kept 
by  Nature  in  perfectly  good  order,  certainly 
agitated  by  the  winds  and  freshened  up  by  the 
waves,  but  Nature  has  performed  for  the  Har- 
bour Board  the  whole  of  that  complex  duty 
which  tbe  Municipal  Corporation  has  to  per- 
form for  itself.  Every  single  particle  of  work 
the  Harbour  Board  has  ever  done  has  been 
immediately  reproductive,  whereas  the  expen- 
diture made  by  the  City  Corporation  is  wasted 
as  it  goes  on.  Kow,  Sir,  I  only  show  this 
out  of  considersition  for  justice  and  fair-play. 
I  have  no  passionate  admiration  for  the  Cor- 
poration. It  is  not  sufficiently  decided  in  its 
policy.  But  I  do  maintain  tiieir  administra- 
tive capacity  is  as  high  as  that  of  many  others, 
and  is  certainly  not  of  the  inferior  order  which 
is  contended.  It  is  the  fashion  to  speak  of  the 
Corporation  business  as  being  grossly  mis- 
managed. Tbe  truth  is  the  City  Corporation 
is  attempting  a  difficult  task  in  founding  a 
city  in  a  mountainous  district.  But  it  is 
confronted  with  that  constant  craving  for 
change  and  excitement  which  is  created  by 
the  habitual  residence  in  this  city  of  a 
whole  host  of  strangers  who  are  not  happy 
unless  they  have  something  to  complain  of. 
We  are  pleased,  of  course,  to  see  these  strangers 
coming  here  amongst  us,  and  although  they  go 
all  about  the  colony  growling  about  the  city 
and  its  surroundings,  and  groaning  about  the 
wind  and  the  meknagement  of  its  municipal 
business,  we  simply  chuckle  to  ourselves  and 
say,  **  What  a  tremendous  lot  of  money  some 
of  you  spend  to  get  here,  and  what  an  immense 
lot  of  trouble  you  take  to  secure  your  annual 
visit  in  perpetuity."  Sir,  the  truth  of  the 
matter  is  this :  it  is  the  fashion  to  abuse  th& 
Municipal  Corporation  of  Wellington.  But  it 
is  a  fact  that  nobody  ever  comes  to  live  in  the 
place  who  does  not  either  continue  to  reside  in 
the  place  or  long  to  return.  That  is  my  answer 
to  the  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  there  are 
other  little  matters  in  regard  to  which  I  wish  to 
join  issue  with  my  honourable  friend.  He  seems 
to  have  forgotten,  or  possibly  he  does  not  know, 
that  the  position  of  the  ratepayers  in  this 
colony  is  entirely  different  from  what  it  is  in 
Great  Britain.  The  very  great  service  of  water, 
and  in  many  instances  of  gas,  the  service  of 
libraries  and  hospitals,  are  here  levied  for  di- 
rectly upon  the  ratepayer  by  Uxe  City  Corpora- 
tion. In  the  cities  of  Great  Britain  the  water- 
rate  is  levied  by  a  joint-stock  company,  and 
Eon,  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker 


the  profit  of  the  concern  goes  directly  into  the 
pocket  of  private  individuals.  Here,  Sir,  the 
people  g;et  their  water  from  the  Municipal 
Corporation,  and  numbers  of  them  get  it  for 
nothing  at  all.  In  the  same  way  a  library  is 
furnished  without  cost  to  the  bulk  of  the 
people;  and  in  the  same  way  the  charitable 
aid  is  provided  for  on  the  most  lavish  scale. 
I  think.  Sir,  this  way  of  attacking  the  adminis- 
trative power  of  the  people  is  becoming  really 
a  little  offensive.  Sir,  in  all  these  towns  the 
taxes  upon  the  people  by  way  of  voluntary 
contributions  are  fairly  met,  and  they  amount 
to  a  great  sum  of  money.  For  these  the 
public  get  no  credit  at  all  in  the  estimate  of 
thoughtless  people.  Now,  let  us  be  a  little 
generous,  and  if  we  are  going  to  extend  the 
boundaries  of  what  we  choose  to  call  "  liberty," 
let  us  begin,  at  any  rate,  by  showing  some 
reasonable  spirit  of  justice.  I  have  quite 
made  up  my  mind  to  this  opinion:  that  it 
matters  very  little  what  Bills  we  pass 
through  the  Legislature,  the  good  sense  of 
the  people  will  come  to  the  relief  of  the 
colony  in  time.  All  of  these  follies  will  be 
equalised  and  will  adjust « themselves,  and  I 
only  desire  that  there  should  be  a  uniform 
appreciation  by  all  of  the  common  desire  to 
make  this  a  pleasant  country  to  live  in.  Sir, 
I  do  not  now  propose  to  enter  largely  into  a 
discussion  of  the  character  of  the  change  of 
municipal  representation.  I  think  it  will  be 
futile ;  but  I  am  not  so  devoid  of  good  sense 
as  not  to  be  perfectly  well  aware  that  if  to^ay 
you  increase  the  municipal  suffrage  in  tiiis 
way,  to-morrow  you  will  have  to  extend  to  all 
those  ratepayers  just  enfranchised  the  power 
to  raise  moneys  by  loan  as  well  as  direct  the 
expenditure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Sir,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  introducing  this  Bill  has  ex- 
celled himself  in  a  most  remarkable  maxmor  in 
making  statements  which  fairly  set  my  hair  on 
end— statements,  I  think,  that  will  not  be  borne 
out  in  any  way  when  we  come  to  consider  them. 
Therefore,  Sir,  as  it  is  getting  late,  and  one 
would  like  to  have  an  opportunity  to  get  oool 
after  such  statements,  I  propose  that  we  adjourn 
this  debate  until  to-morrow.  Then,  Sir,  we 
may  be  able  to  analyse  some  of  these  extra- 
ordinary statements  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  made.  I  feel  myself.  Sir,  that  an 
honourable  member  in  tbe  position  of  a  Minis- 
ter and  leader  of  the  Council,  when  he  brings 
forward  a  Bill,  should  be  in  a  position  to  calmly 
state  the  facts  and  conditions  which  preyail, 
and  I  am  sorry  that  he  should  have  been  led  of! 
by  excitement  in  this  case.  Therefore  I  think 
it  will  be  well  before  be  has  a  chance  to  reply 
that  he  should  oool  down  a  little,  so  that  we 
may  discuss  the  Bill  fairly  to-morrow  before 
he  has  that  opportunity  of  replying.  I  will* 
therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  ask  thai 
the  debate  be  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  fiv» 
o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE  OP  BEPBESENTATIVES. 
Tkurtday,  18ih  Augutt,  1898. 


First  Beading— Financial  Statement. 


Me.  Spbakbb  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Impoonding  Bill. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

▲DJOUBNBD  DXBATB. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Qeraldine).— Mr.  Speaker, 
it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  compliment  the 
i light  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  upon  the 
Budget  he  has  put  before  us  this  session.  As 
an  agriculturist  I  may  sav  there  is  one  item 
in  it  that  I  am  sure  will  be  specially  pleasing 
to  every  agriculturist  in  the  colony,  and  that 
is  the  announcement  that  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office  has  been  able  to  square  accounts 
with  the  Consolidated  Fund.  I  find  that  the 
table  of  deficits  and  surpluses  that  we  have 
had  laid  before  us,  in  nearly  every  instance, 
shows  the  deficits  occurred  when  the  Conserva- 
tive party  were  in  power.  I  cannot  congratu- 
late them  on  these  deficits ;  but  I  may  say 
that  the  table  shows  also  in  nearly  every 
instance  that  surpluses  have  been  the  case 
during  the  time 'the  Liberal  party  were  in 
power.  Well,  Sir,  what  the  Opposition  really 
want  now  is  that  we  should,  balance  up  to  a 
halfpenny.  We  must  have  no  deficit  and  no 
surplus,  and  if  we  have  a  surplus  we  do  wrong, 
and  no  doubt  if  we  have  a  deficit  we  shall  do 
wrong,  and  it  is  considered  we  ought  to  balance 
up  to  the  very  halfpenny.  I  say  so  because  we 
have  had  it  placed  on  record  in  the  House 
this  year  that  in  the  balance-sheet  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  where  there  was  a 
penny  in  one  line  of  figures  it  was  supposed 
to  be  wrong,  because  it  was  too  minute ;  con- 
sequently I  say  that,  to  please  the  Opposition, 
we  must  balance  up  to  a  halfpenny.  Sir,  the 
Opposition  can  have  very  little  fault  to  find 
witn  the  Budget  which  has  been  placed  before 
the  House,  and  in  support  of  my  arguments 
I  .might  say  that  it  was  a  very  miserable 
amendment  which  they  brought  forwurd,  and 
it  was  easily  beaten.  I  might  call  it  the 
pet  child  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and 
it  was  buried  very  nicely  in  the  **Aye" 
lobby,  and  there  were  twelve  more  at  the 
funeral  than  the  Opposition  had  in  the 
"  Noes  *'  lobby.  I  think  that  was  very  satis- 
factory from  a  Government  point  of  view. 
Well,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  who  pre- 
ceded me,  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Plenty,  said  in  his  speech  last  night 
that  since  the  Assets  Board  were  in  power 
they  had  reduced  the  men's  wages  on  their 
stations.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wakatipu  contradict  that 
statement.  It  does  look  somewhat  peculiar 
lor  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 


Plenty  to  be  contradicted  by  an  honourable 
member  on  his  own  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— He  did  not  know  of  what 
took  place  up  my  way,  because  I  can  contra- 
dict him. 

Mf .  FLATMAN.— I  say  that  that  happened 
before  the  time  the  Assets  Board  took  charge. 
The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  reduced  the  rate  of 
wages,  and  not  the  Assets  Board,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wakatipu  knows  it,  and  I  think 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Plenty 
knows  it  now.  Well,  Sir,  the  Opposition  say 
they  are  now  working  in  the  interests  of  the 
poor  working-men,  and  that  they  want  to  pro- 
cure money  at  once  so  that  the  railway  work- 
shops should  not  be  stopped.  I  may  say  that 
if  they  had  not  moved  the  amendment  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  money  would  have  been 
voted  by  this  time.  We  find  that  in  the  Rail- 
ways Statement  the  Minister  for  Railways 
says,— 

*<  Beyond  providing  additional  funds  for  loco- 
motives in  course  of  construction  at  Home  and 
in  America,  the  Government  do  not  propose  to 
ask  for  a  greater  sum  than  can  profitably  be 
spent  in  our  railway  workshops,  and  on  addi- 
tions to  line  accommodation,  during  the  current 
year.  This  sum,  including  the  cost  of  loco- 
motives ordered  from  abroad,  I  estimate  at 
£200,000,  and  Parliament  will  be  asked  to  place 
that  amount  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
for  the  purposes  enumerated." 

Of  course,  this  would  have  been  done  at  the 
earliest  moment.  The  Government  intended 
to  do  that,  and  the  Opposition  had  no  need  to 
move  an  amendment,  and  pose  that  they  were 
the  true  friends  of  the  working-man ;  because 
I  think  when  I  get  further  along  'with  my 
speech  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  they  are 
not  the  friends  of  the  working-man  at  all^ 
and  that  if  the  working-man  has  any  friends 
at  all  they  are  on  this  sido  of  the  House. 
That  is  a  fact  that  cannot  bo  contradicted. 
Then  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Plenty  said  that  he  did  not  understand  much 
about  finance  —  he  was  an  agriculturist  —  but 
afterwards  he  tried  to  pull  the  figures  in  the 
Budget  to  pieces,  and  I  must  say  that  he 
did  it  as  a  true  agriculturist,  not  as  a  finan- 
cier. He  wanted  to  {ell  us  something  about 
figures,  and  he  really  did  not  know  anything 
about  them  himself.  I  do  not  profess  to  knpw 
very  much  about  finance,  neither  am  I  going 
to  attempt  to  pull  to  pieces  what  I  cannot 
build  up  again,  but  I  think  the  honourable 
member  said  distinctly  that  the  unused  votea 
went  to  swell  the  surplus,  and  I  say  that  any 
one  who  speaks  in  that  manner  knows  nothing 
whatever  about  finance.  I  would  just  tell  the 
honourable  member  that  as  far  as  my  know- 
ledge goes  respecting  finance — and  I  admit  it 
is  limited— there  are  two  funds— the  Publio 
Works  Fund  and  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
They  are  two  separate  and  distinct  funds.  I 
hope  the  honourable  gentleman  is  listening,  be- 
cause he  will  make  another  mistake  if  he  does 
not  pay  attention.  The  Consolidated  Fund  is 
made  up  of  railway,  Customs,  stamps,  and 
other  receipts.    The  Consolidated  Fund  is  qufte 
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different  from  the  Public  Works  Fund,  which 
is  made  up  of  various  sumSi  such  as  the  balauce 
of  loans,  contributions  from  sinking  funds,  and 
so  on.  Out  of  these  funds  votes  are  met,  and 
any  saving  in  expenditure  does  not  affect  the 
surpluses  in  any  way.  I  am  perfectly  right  in 
making  this  statement,  and  I  presume  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  now  acknowledge 
that  he  put  the  matter  in  a  very  muddy  form 
before  the  House  last  night.  Well,  Sir,  what 
do  we  find  in  the  Public  Works  Statement  of 
1890.  It  says  that  '*  the  annual  expenditure 
for  the  last  seven  years  has  decreased  steadily 
from  £1,409,000  in  1883-84  to  £410,700  in 
1689-90."  Why,  the  Oovemment  spend  as 
much  as  that  now,  and  do  not  raise  loans  for 
the  purpose. 

Hon.  MsiCBSRS.— Oh,  oh  t 

Mr.  FLATMAN. — I  say  that  money  has  been 
transferred  from  the  surpluses  in  order  to 
enable  our  public  works  to  be  carried  on.  I 
know  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston 
cannot  stand  it.  He  does  not  like  it.  He 
always  laughs  when  he  is  angry,  and  from  his 
laugh  I  know  exactly  what  is  the  matter  with 
him.  He  cannot  stand  facts ;  but  I  will  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  just  to  grin  and  bear 
it  for  a  little  while,  and  let  me  finish  in  peace. 
I  will  take  Part  I.  of  the  Public  Works  Fund. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  1890  it  was  overdrawn 
to  the  extent  of  £8,600.  That  happened.  Sir, 
when  the  Opposition  were  on  the  Government 
benches.  In  the  year  1886,  when  we  were 
raising  loans  and  were  supposed  to  have  plenty 
of  money,  there  was  no  less  a  number  than  thir- 
teen hundred  able  bodied  men  out  of  work,  and 
the  same  party  who  now  pose  as  the  friends 
of  the  working-man  were  at  that  time  raising 
loans  right  and  left,  and  returns  show  there 
were  thirteen  hundred  men  idle  in  the  colony. 
Well,  Sir,  what  do  we  find  ?  Here  is  an  extract 
from  the  Journals  of  the  House.  The  Atkin- 
son Government  ordered  Mr.  Blaokett,  the 
Engineer- in- Ohief,  to  issue  the  following  in- 
struction to  Engineers  in  charge  of  districts  rs 
unemployed.  It  is  dated  7th  November,  1887, 
and  is  as  follows  : —   "^ 

**It  has  been  decided  that  in  future  only 
those  men  capable  of  performing  a  day's  labour 
Are  to  be  employed  on  the  relief-work.  Those 
unable  to  do  a  day's  work  should  obtain  relief 
from  the  Charitable  Aid  Board." 

Married  men  in  towns  only  got  Ss.  6d.  a  day, 
and  single  men  in  tovnas  2s.  6d.  a  day. 

An  Hon.  Msmbsb.— Who  was  Prime  Minister 
then? 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Why,  Atkinson,  to  be  sure. 
Married  men  in  countoy  districts  were  paid 
4s.  6d.  per  day,  and  single  men  8s.  Now,  I 
would  lixe  to  ask  the  Opposition  members  if 
they  and  their  friends  had  been  in  a  state  of 
impecuniosity  at  that  time  would  they  have 
been  willing  to  take  off  their  coats  and  go 
to  work  for  3s.  6d.  and  Ss.  6d.  per  dav  ?  How 
would  they  have  liked  to  be  reduced  even  to 
48.  fid.  a  day— the  best  pay  offered  at  that 
time  to  the  able-bodied  men  in  country  dis- 
tricts ?  And  I  suppose  if  any  of  them  had  lost 
«  little  finger  they  would  not  have  been  oon- 
Mr.FUUman 


sidered  able-bodied,  and  would  have  had  to 
apply  to  the  Charitable  Aid  Board,  although 
they  might  have  been  able  to  use  a  shovel  just 
as  well  as  ever  they  did.  That  was  the  time, 
Sir,  when  we  were  raising  loans  right  and  left. 
I  say  if  there  are  any  inends  to  the  working- 
man  they  are  on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  do 
not  want  to  pose  as  the  working-man's  cham- 
pion, but  I  say  it  is  not  right  for  the  Opposition 
party  to  draft  an  amendment  professing  to  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  working-man  when  really 
they  have  been  the  enemies  of  the  working- 
man  in  the  past. 

An  Hon.  Mbicbbb.— Who  was  that  oironlac 
signed  by? 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— By  John  Blackett,  Bn- 
gineer- in- Chief. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— Who  was  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works? 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— The  Hon.  Mr.  Mltohelson. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  was  good  enough  for 
the  country  chaps. 

Mr,  FLATMAN.— Oh,  yes,  4s.  6d.  and  ds. 
was  thought  good  enough  for  them ;  and  I  sup- 
pose they  had  to  encourage  able-bodied  men  of 
the  towns  at  the  time,  and  so  gave  them  Is. 
less  than  the  countrymen,  and  probably  termed 
it  an  "  Irishman's  rise." 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— What  Government  did 
that? 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— It  was  the  Atkinson  Go- 
vernment. Now  I  come  to  the  railways.  Sir, 
up  to  last  session  the  members  of  the  Op- 
position would  have  gladly  taken  Mr.  Gad- 
man  into  their  arms  and  carried  him  over  to 
their  side  of  the  House  if  he  had  been  willing 
to  go.  In  fact,  according  to  their  argument 
there  was  no  other  man  in  the  Ministry  who 
was  upright  except  Mr.  Cadman.  They  fre- 
quently said  that  he  was  the  best  man  in 
the  Ministry.  Now  we  find  Mr.  Cadman  is 
getting  ^^8  turn,  and  that  the  railways 
are  coming  in  for  their  share  of  political 
rancour  from  the  Opposition.  I  think  those 
honourable  members  would  not  have  made 
the  speeches  they  have  done  during  this 
debate  if  they  had  read  the  Railways  Report 
of  this  year.  Let  us  take  Table  3,  and  what 
do  we  find  ?  We  have  been  told  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  that  it  would  be  far  better  to 
go  back  to  the  Commissioners — that  our  rail- 
ways are  now  being  starved,  and  that  everything 
is  going  to  ruin.     Sir,  I  say  the  railways  are 

Soing  on  far  better  now,  and  we  have  had  to 
o  what  the  Conmiissioners  have  left  undone. 
You  will  find  that  Table  3  is  divided  into  three 
parts  —  that  is,  *<  Maintenance  of  way  and 
works,"  **  Locomotive  power,"  *'New  carriages, 
truck-building,  and  repairs,  &c.,  to  all  roll- 
ing-stock." Taking  the  three  parts,  yoa  will 
find  that  the  department  haye  spent  a  yeaj 
much  larger  sum  of  money  in  repairs  than 
the  Commissioners.  But  ii  we  take  first  of 
all  **  Mainteni^nce  of  way  and  works,'*  we 
find  that  in  1893  there  was  £190,064  Is.  spent, 
but  in  1898  there  was  £2520,854  13s.  spent. 
Under    "Locomotives"    tiie     Commisslonen 

2»ent,  for  the  same  period,  £109,000,  while  the 
ovezmnent  have  spent  over  £125,000.     In 
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the  oarriage  department  the  CSommissionetB 
epent  £542,000,  and  the  Government  have 
spent  £623,000— that  is,  a  total  increase  of 
^,000.  Then,  taking  the  Stores  Depart- 
ment, the  Government  spent  on  stores  In  1898 
£104,000,  and  the  Commissioners  onlv  spent 
in  1893  £72,000.  We  find,  again,  in  the  Gar- 
riage  and  Stores  Department,  there  is  an  in- 
crease of  expenditure  by  the  Gk)vernment  of 
£37,374  4s.  6d.  In  the  same  table  you  will 
find  that  in  1893,  under  the  heading  of  **  Mis- 
cellaneous, *'  the  Commissioners  only  spent 
£321,  while  the  Government,  in  1898,  spent 
£3,298.  The  total  increase  of  expenditure  on 
miscellaneous  is  £7,298.  A  little  further  on 
we  come  to  the    expenditure  on   locomotive 

Sower.  In  1893  the  Commissioners  spent 
183,000,  and  our  expenditure  in  1898  was 
£209,000,  or  an  increase  of  £25,000.  On  loco- 
motive povrer,  permanent- way,  the  Commis- 
sioners spent  £183,000,  while  we  spent  £232,000, 
an  increase  of  £49,000  in  that  department. 
The  figures  are  all  plain,  and  easily  understood 
by  any  person  of  ordinary  intelligence.  They 
are  taken  from  the  return,  and  I  do  not  think 
they  can  be  disputed.  Now,  we  come  to  the 
amount  of  tonnage  hauled.  In  1893  it  was 
2,258,000  tons,  and  in  1898  2,628,000,  an  in- 
crease of  370,510  tons.  Then,  the  number  of 
sheep  carried  on  the  railways  in  1893  amounted 
to  1,321,046,  but  in  1898  it  amounted  to 
2,356,595,  being  an  increase  of  1,035,549.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  the  Opposition  have 
to  say  to  that.  Are  they  the  fnends  of  the 
farmers,  or  are  the  Government  ?  My  figures 
answer  that  question.  There  is  no  need  to 
make  any  other  reply.  Then  we  come  to 
another  fact.  We  find  that  the  freight  on  the 
haulage  of  the  sheep  has  been  considerably  re- 
duced. In  1804  the  freight  for  a  truck — that  is, 
a  double-decker— for  fifty  miles  was  £1  18s.  9d. 
It  is  now  reduced  to  £1 10s.  For  seventy-five 
miles  it  was  £2  9s.  6d.  It  is  now  reduced  to 
£2  Is.  8d.  For  a  hundred  miles  it  was 
£2  18s.  9d.  It  is  now  reduced  to  £2  lOs.— 
tiiat  is,  8s.  9d.  on  a  truck.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  this  reduction  in  freight  means 
that  the  farmers  save  nearly  2d.  a  head 
on  their  sheep  when  travelling  a  hundred 
miles.  Then,  we  find  here  that  firewood  and 
lime  in  1894  was  £1  12s.  6d.  per  6-ton  truck, 
which  is  now  reduced  to  £1  3s.  6d.  for  fifty 
miles ;  seventy-five  miles,  £2  Is.  6d.,  now  re- 
duced to  £1  9s.  9d. ;  and  for  a  hundred  miles, 
£2  7s.  6d.,  reduced  to  £1  16s.  There  is  no 
gainsaying  the  fact  that  these  figures  I  have 
just  quoted  show  that  the  freights  have  been 
reduced  in  the  interests  of  the  farming  oom- 
mmiity. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— What  about  the  reduc- 
tions by  the  Railway  Conrnxissioners  ? 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Probably  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  give  that  when  he  speaks.  I 
remember  they  raised  freights  on  grain  when 
the  wool  was  all  hauled  a  few  years  ago.  I 
have  not  got  that  table  with  me.  I  was  going 
on  to  say  that  with  these  reductions  we  have 
been  able  to  keep  up  the  standard  rates  of 
wages,  and  keep  tne  lines  and  roUing-stook  in 


good  order.  We  have  not  been  putting  on 
able-bodied  men  at  48.  6d.  and  28.  6d.  per  day. 

o  Q  An  Hon.  Membsb.— And  48.  6d.  in 
•  •     the  country. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— I  thank  the  honourable 
member  for  correcting  me.  Fancy  a  man  with 
ten  or  a  dozen  children  and  only  4s.  6d.  a  day, 
and  house-rent  6s.  a  week  out  of  that.  I  am 
astonished  at  those  honourable  gentlemen 
posing  as  the  friends  of  the  working-men  when 
they  have  reduced  all  round.  Whom  does  the 
increase  of  earnings  upon  the  railway  benefit  ? 
Does  it  not  provide  for  more  labour  to  keep 
the  permanent-way  in  order,  which  means 
a  saving  of  life  ?  I  say  the  railways  are  far 
safer  and  are  in  a  far  better  condition  to-day 
than  when  the  Government  took  them  over. 
Now,  on  track  renewals  in  1893  the  Commis- 
sioners spent  £56,000  ;  but  the  Government,  in 
1898,  spent  £96,000,  or  an  increase  of  £39,000. 
And  then  as  to  ballasting :  we  know  well  enough 
that  in  keeping  the  lines  well  ballasted  it 
keeps  them  safe.  The  Commissioners  spent 
£4,640  in  1893,  and  in  1896  the  Government 
spent  £8,000  odd,  nearly  double  the  money. 
Then,  in  bridges  and  culverts,  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  of  the  public,  what  has  been 
done  ?  I  remember  the  time  when  I  first  came 
into  the  House  we  had  a  great  inquiry  on  the 
Railways  Committee  about  the  condition  of  the 
railwav- bridges.  We  found  some  of  them  in  a 
most  deplorable  state  ;  and  many  of  these  have 
been  practically  renewed  by  the  best  timber  that 
could  be  procured  from  Australia.  I  feel  sure 
some  of  our  Opposition  friends  will  go  for  us 
for  getting  Australian  timber  to  renew  our 
bridges  with;  but  we  have  no  timber  grown 
in  New  Zealand  equal  to  the  Australian  tim- 
ber for  bridge-building.  We  have  it  durable 
enough,  but  we  cannot  get  the  lengths  that 
are  necessary  for  bridge- building  that  will  carry 
weight  equal  to  the  best  Australian  timber. 
Then,  in  bridges  and  culverts,  the  Government 
increased  the  expenditure  between  1893  and 
1898  by  £18,000.  Now,  the  whole  of  this 
money  I  have  been  speaking  of  has  all  been 
taken  out  of  earnings.  It  has  not  come  out  of 
loan,  and  it  has  not  come  out  of  the  Public 
Works  Fund  ;  and  therefore  I  say  the  Go- 
vernment is  to  be  complimented  on  that 
point.  Now,  Sir,  the  increases  of  which  I  have 
spoken  amount  to  no  less  than  £186,765  6s.  2d  , 
which  plainly  shows  the  lines  have  not  been 
steurved.  Look  at  the  amount  of  labour  that 
we  can  employ,  and  had  to  employ,  to  get  the 
railways  in  a  condition  necessaiy  for  the  safety 
of  the  public  travelling  over  them ;  and  there 
is  no  fear  now,  the  public  can  go  with  s^fet^. 
The  railways  have  oeen  kept  in  a  splendid 
condition,  both  permanent-way  and  rolling- 
stock.  There  is  no  fear  whatever  now;  one 
can  travel  in  perfect  safety.  Then,  again.  Sir, 
the  Government  have  made  not  only  re- 
ductions in  sheep,  in  lime,  and  in  firewood, 
but  they  have  also  inaugurated  the  twelve-trip 
tickets  and  the  twenty-trip  tickets  for  work- 
men. There  was  no  such  thing  as  that  known 
in  the  days  of  the  Commissioners.  It  has  all 
been  done  since  the  Minister  took  charge  of  the 
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railways.  He  knows  well  enough  what  I  am 
Baying  is  a  positiye  fact.  It  was  inaugurated,  I 
think,  in  1896.  We  find  that  of  these  twelve-  trip 
tickets  there  were  no  less  than  80,991  issued 
during  last  year,  smd  they  gave  a  return  of 
£5,082  28.  6d.  to  the  department.  That  was  all 
contributed  by  the  working-men,  who  have 
every  right  to  be  considered.  Now,  Sir,  in 
1898  there  were  only  4,462  employes  on  our 
railways.  In  1898  we  find  we  have  no  less 
than  6,051.  Why,  Sir,  it  naturally  follows  we 
must  be  in  a  better  condition,  that  our  railways 
must  be  in  a  better  condition,  that  they  must 
be  managed  better  to-day  than  ever  they  were. 
There  was  too  much  of  the  cheeseparing 
policy  in  years  gone  by,  and  the  Opposition 
then  in  power  would  not  allow  money  to  be 
spent  that  was  necessary  to  keep  the  railways 
in  order.  Why,  Sir,  I  could  go  on  enumerating 
any  amount  more  in  regard  to  the  railways. 
We  cannot  flatter  the  department  too  much 
on  the  manner  in  which  our  railways  are 
worked.  We  have  extra  carriages,  extra  trucks, 
and  we  have  extra  locomotives,  and  shall  have 
tibe  necessary  rolling-stock  for  next  season's 
requirements.  We  find  that  under  the  present 
Administration  the  colony  is  goina  ahead  by 
leaps  and  bounds,  and  we  cannot  keep  up  to 
requirements  by  building  railway-carriages, 
trucks,  and  engines.  We  have  been  obliged, 
through  sheer  necessity,  to  send  to  England 
and  America  for  new  locomotives.  Now,  I  am 
sure  the  Minister  never  wished  to  send  one 
penny  -  piece  out  of  New  Zealand,  and 
if  he  could  have  had  the  engines  constructed 
here  in  time  for  the  coming  harvest  he 
would  have  had  the  work  done  in  New 
Zetland.  Well,  our  fiiends  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  put  it  prominently  before 
the  country  that  we  are  sending  money  away 
for  the  construction  of  new  engines.  When 
the  Commissioners  were  in  power  a  heap  of 
correspondence  took  place — 1  think  in  1891 — 
in  consequence  of  their  having  sent  Home  to 
England  ioi  new  boilers — boilers  that  could 
have  been  constructed  here ;  they  heul  the 
plant  to  construct  them.  And  yet  they  find 
fault  with  the  Minister,  and  say  he  is  sending 
money  out  of  the  country  when  the  work  could 
have  been  done  here.  Why,  Sir,  there  are 
fortv-one  new  boilers  in  hand  now,  and  the 
work  cannot  be  overtaken.  The  country  is 
going  ahead  by  leaps  and  bounds,  and  con- 
sequently we  have  to  get  this  extra  rolling-stock, 
and  get  it  quickly.  It  appears  that  in  1893  the 
Commissioners  had  a  great  matter  in  hand — 
they  were  building  twenty-six  trucks  and 
carriages ;  I  suppose  we  are  building  five  or 
six  times  as  many  now.  Probably  the  Minister 
will  tell  me  the  exact  number. 

Mr.  CADMAN.  —  Nearly  ten  times  the 
number. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— We  find  a  footnote  to  that 
paragraph  as  follows:  "This  number  repre- 
sents the  stock  actually  built  from  funds  pro- 
vided in  previous  years."  They  could  not 
provide  funds  for  twenty-six  trucks  and  car- 
riages, and  here  the  Minister  is  expected  to 
provide  funds  for  extra  engines  and  roUing- 
Mr.  Flatman 


stock  and  keep  the  lines  in  better  repair  than 
he  found  them,  and  is  not  expected  to  borrow 
a  penny  to  meet  extra  expenses.  I  think  I 
have  clearly  proved  that  there  was  no  neoea- 
sity  at  all  for  moving  the  amendment,  the  pet 
child  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  which 
we  killed  and  buried  with  very  little  trouble ; 
and  if  the  motion  had  not  been  moved  this 
debate  would  now  have  been  closed,  and  the 
men  would  have  been  at  their  work.  I  wiU 
now  travel  from  the  railways,  and  say  a  few 
words  upon  our  land  transactions  for  the 
past  year.  I  will  speak  simply  of  my  own  dis- 
trict in  the  first  instance.  The  revenue  derived 
during  the  year  has  risen  from  £74,000  to 
£78.D00,  and  we  find  we  have  very  little  land 
left  for  settlement,  which  I  shall  be  able  to 
explain  further  on.  We  find  the  Land  Bangers* 
reports  as  to  the  settlers  come  out  {>retty  well. 
The  improvements  that  were  required  were 
£49,752  14s.  4d.,  and  the  value  of  the  improve- 
ments the  tenants  have  put  on  Is  £122,237  5s.  9d. 
Why,  we  have  an  asset  in  our  own  hands.  Hie 
settlers  go  on  to  the  land  in  its  native  state ; 
they  fell  the  bush,  and  fence  and  grass  it  down ; 
and  we  find,  when  we  send  the  Bangers  round  for 
valuation,  that  their  improvements  amount  to 
nearly  three  times  as  much  as  they  were  ex- 
pected to  put  on.  And  yet  we  shall  have  it 
said  by  our  friends  on  the  Opposition  benchee, 
"Oh,  they  are  so  much  in  arrear."  Well, 
if  they  were  thousands  in  arrear  we  shall 
have  the  benefit  of  it  from  the  improvements 
put  on  the  land  by  the  settlers:  there  is  no 
denying  that  fact.  We  find  the  amount  of 
land  available  for  settlement  in  Canterbury, 
so  far  as  my  own  district  is  concerned,  of  town 
land  there  is  only  about  a  quarter  of  an  acre. 
That  shows  well  for  settlement.  The  amount 
of  land  available  for  settlement  in  1897  was 
180,000  acres,  and  that  has  all  been  t3Jcen  up 
with  the  exception  of  11,000  acres.  This  may 
perhaps  be  in  some  river-beds ;  but  even  our 
river-beds  and  nearly  every  inch  of  available 
land  is  settled  in  some  form  or  other  in 
Canterbury,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  is 
the  place  for  settlement.  As  to  the  payments 
and  rents  of  the  settlers,  they  have  been  pretty 
well  paid  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Aots 
of  1892  and  1894.  The  total  receipts  from  the 
inception,  for  rents,  et  cetera^  is  £54,944,  and 
the  arrears  are  £1,386  3s.  I  do  not  think  we 
need  be  ashamed  of  that.  I  do  not  wish  to 
encourage  arrears.  The  better  the  settlers, 
the  more  sure  the  success  of  our  land  settle- 
ments ;  but  I  do  not  care  on  what  estate  you 
go,  how  large  or  how  small,  or  what  the 
class  of  land  is,  you  will  find  there  are  some 
tenants  who  are  not  successful  and  who  will  be 
in  arrears  occasionally.  Now,  I  should  like  to 
say  a  little  on  the  subject  of  State  farms.  I 
find  it  has  been  reported — ^not  in  the  House, 
but  outside — that  I  am  against  State  farms, 
and  that  the  Government  has  placed  me  on 
the  Committee  lately  set  up  to  inquire  into 
the  working  of  State  farms  for  the  simple  rea- 
son that  I  should  block  the  business.  I  may 
say  I  met  a  gentleman  yesterday  who  told  me 
he  had  taken  my  part  in  a  conversation,  and 
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he  had  had  a  very  warm  time  of  it.  I  thanked 
him,  and  said,  '*  If  you  refer  back  to  the 
pages  of  HaTuard  you  will  see  that  nearly 
every  session  sinoe  I  have  been  in  the  Honse 
I  have  pat  the  qnestion  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands  asking  wben  he  would  establish  State 
farms."  It  is  nothing  new  to  me.  I  am 
thoroughly  in  favour  of  it  if  systematically 
managed,  and  I  say  to  manage  this  on  sys- 
tematic lines,  and  in  a  manner  to  suit  circum- 
stances, you  must  have  some  people  on  the 
Committee  who  understand  what  they  are 
doing.  I  should  like  to  state  the  history  of 
the  Committee  lately  set  up.  I  know  some 
exception  has  been  taken  to  it ;  but  the  history 
is  this  :  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt,  in  another  place, 
moved  that  a  Committee  be  set  up  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquiring  into  the  working  of  State 
farms,  and  I  naturally,  feeling  warm  towards 
this  cause,  conferred  with  that  honourable 
gentleman  and  said,  **  Do  you  not  think  it  would 
be  well  if  we  got  a  Committee  set  up  in  our 
House,"  and  he  agreed  that  it  would.  I  then 
went  to  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  asked  him 
if  he  was  agreeable  to  such  a  course.  The 
Minister  was  agreeable,  although  I  do  not 
think  he  is  a  very  warm  supporter  of  State 
farms;  he  probably  does  not  see  his  way  to 
carry  them  out  for  the  advantage  of  the  people. 
However,  he  agreed,  and  then  I  mentioned 
certain  names  of  honourable  members  to  him 
which  I  thought  would  represent  all  parts  of 
the  colony  and  all  shades  of  opinion  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Oh  t  then  you  nominated 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  PLATMAN.  — No,  I  did  not.  If  you 
will  allow  me  to  finish,  you  will  have  time  to 
ask  me  a  question.  You  are  in  too  much  of  a 
hurry.  You  appear  a  little  bit  hurt  on  this 
point — perhaps  because  something  did  not 
happen ;  but  every  member  in  the  House  can- 
not be  put  on  the  Committee.  I  may  say  I 
went  round  the  House  and  spoke  to  members^ 
asking  if  they  would  act,  before  I  submitted 
their  names  to  the  Minister.  It  has  been  said 
there  was  no  labour  representative  on  this 
Committee.  I  took  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar)  to  be  a  labour 
member,  and  added  him  to  the  list,  smd  in  every 
other  way  I  tried  to  get  a  fair  representation. 
I  then  took  the  names  to  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  and  he  finally  selected  the  Com- 
mittee, and  that  is  how  it  stands;  and  that 
is  the  story  of  the  Committee.  I  have  nothing 
to  be  ashamed  of  in  the  matter.  I  have  always 
done  my  business  in  an  open  manner,  and  am 
never  ashamed  of  anything  I  have  done,  and 
I  need  not  therefore  be  ashamed  to  mention 
this.  And  I  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  do  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  establishing  State  farms. 
My  jdea  about  State  farms  is  this :  I  think 
they  might  possibly  be  managed  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  Charitable  Aid  and  Hospital 
Boards.  But  it  must  be  by  people  who  know 
what  they  are  about.  We  should  get  some  of 
the  best  lands  near  the  railway-lines,  and  any 
surplus  produce  could  be  devoted  to  hospital 
and  charitable-aid  parposes. 


Mr.  PIRANI.— Make  a  Chinaman  manager. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man  could  take  the  place  of  a  Chinaman  if  he 
wishes.  Never  mind  whether  we  take  a  China- 
man or  not.  But  If  we  are  going  to  establish 
this  kind  of  farms  we  cannot  do  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  allow  the  people  we  purpose  to 
relieve  to  drive  their  own  carriages  at  the 
onset.  It  is  no  disgrace  for  a  man  to  be  poor, 
although  it  may  be  inconvenient.  We  want 
some  place  to  receive  men  who  have  been  at 
work  for,  say,  six  months  on  a  farm,  and  are 
not  required  longer.  They  could,  if  they  so 
wished,  take  their  swag  to  the  nearest  railway- 
station  and  ride  free  to  the  State  farm,  and  if 
they  liked  to  stay  there  without  working,  and 
pay  for  their  board,  and  be  out  of  the  way  of 
evil  enticements  of  drink  and  so  on,  they 
would  have  a  right  to  be  there;  and  who- 
ever managed  ihe  farm  could  accept  their 
money.  It  could  be  attached  to  the  Post- 
Office  Savings-Bank  until  the  man  wanted 
it  or  left  for  another  lob.  Farmers  and 
others  wanting  men  could  obtain  them  from 
these  State  farms  as  circumstances  permitted. 
Now  I  come  to  the  Savings-Bank  question,  and 
I  would  like  to  reply  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  preceded  me  last  night.  He  spoke  of 
the  Savings-Bank  and  said  that  it  was  no  sign 
of  prosperity,  no  evidence  that  the  country 
was  flourishing,  when  there  was  a  plethora  of 
money  in  the  Savings-banks.  But  I  say,  surely 
that  is  a  good  sign.  The  honourable  gentleman 
went  on  to  say  it  was  because  there  were  no 
other  investments  for  the  people,  that  they 
were  afraid  to  invest  in  other  ways,  and  that 
consequently  they  put  their  money  in  the 
Savings-Bank.  But  will  he  tell  me  that  the 
United  States  is  not  a  flourishing  country  ?  and 
what  do  we  find  from  the  return  of  the  Post- 
office  Savings-banks  of  the  United  States? 
We  find  that  there  are  4,875,519  depositors; 
that  the  amount  deposited  in  the  United  States 
Savings-banks  is  £377,207,713. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Dollars. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— No;  pounds.  And  each 
depositor  averaged  no  less  a  sum  than  £77  7s.  4d. 
Then,  again,  we  find  in  the  United  Kingdom — 
and  will  the  honourable  gentleman  say  that 
that  is  not  a  flourishing  country  ?— that  there 
are  seven  million  odd  depositors  in  the 
Savings-Bank,  that  the  amount  deposited  is 
£132,740,970,  and  that  it  averages  £17  10s.  3d. 
for  each  depositor.  Then  we  come  to  Austria- 
Hungary,  and  we  find  they  have  four  mil- 
lion odd  of  depositors,  that  they  have 
one  hundred  and  seventy  million  deposited, 
and  that  it  averages  no  less  than  £36  17s.  9d. 
per  head  of  the  depositors.  But  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  us  believe  that 
because  the  amount  deposited  in  our  Savings- 
banks  is  increasing  the  colonv  is  going  back. 
I  say,  if  we  are  going  back,  how  much  more 
must  the  countries  I  have  mentioned  be 
going  back  I  But  we  know  that  we  are  going 
forward,  and  becoming  more  prosperous. 
Then,  in  France  they  have  eight  million 
depositors,  £156,000,000  deposited  in  the 
Savings-banks,  and  the  average  is  £18  4s.  2d. 
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per  head.  Then,  I  say  it  is  ahentd  to 
argue  that  there  is  no  secarlty.  I  say, 
when  the  land  is  no  security  the  bank  is  no 
security;  and  when  the  country  is  no  security, 
then  there  is  absolutely  no  security  at  all. 
Then  we  come  to  the  question  of  improved- 
farm  settlement.  This,  I  think,  is  a  st^p  in 
the  right  direction.  Under  this  system  I 
believe  many  are  goiog  on  the  land.  Forty- 
five  settlements  have  an  area  of  73,655  acres  of 
land,  and  the  area  of  bush  that  hp«  been 
felled  is  15,934  acres.  The  amount  advanced 
for  houses  in  these  settlements  is  £4,511,  and 
for  bush-felling  and  other  work  there  has  been 
paid  £41,741,  and  the  total  value  of  the  im- 
provements was  £64,986.  Now,  when  we  find 
that  we  have  advanced  somewhere  about 
£46,000,  and  that  the  total  value  of  the 
improvements  on  the  land  effected  by  the 
settlers  comes  to  £64,000,  how  can  it  be  said 
that  this  is  going  to  the  bad  ?  Some  one  may 
attempt  to  show  it  by  picking  out  an  in- 
dividual settler  who  is  behind  with  his  rent ; 
but  how  can  it  be  said  that  the  settlement 
is  going  to  the  bad  when  we  can  prove  that  on 
the  whole  w^  have  in  the  shape  of  improve- 
ments one-third  more  than  has  been  actually 
advanced  ?  Then  we  come  to  tbe  State  forest. 
I  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
go  on  at  a  greater  rate  with  the  nursery 
plantations  than  we  have  done  hitherto.  I 
say  there  is  a  vast  extent  of  country  that 
might  be  planted;  and  if  trees  of  the  proper 
kind  were  plsmted  in  them,  and  we  have  men 
in  charge  of  the  nurseries  who  thoroughly 
understand  their  work,  it  would  be  one  of  the 
best  things  that  could  happen  to  the  country 
to  have  this  work  done.  We  should  plant  far 
more  than  we  have  been  doing.  It  would  pro- 
vide a  valuable  asset,  and  would  be  a  boon  to 
future  generations.  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
these  nurseries  are  doing  well.  We  find 
that,  although  the  season  has  been  very  dry, 
tn  Central  Otago  especially,  the  trees  selected 
there  are  doing  magnificently;  they  are^ 
growing  well,  and  are  being  well  looked  after. 
We  shall  find  in  a  few  years'  time,  if  we  in- 
crease this  vote  for  State  forest  nursery  planta- 
tions, that  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  country.  I  remember,  twenty  years  ago 
in  my  own  district  we  all  had  to  go  to  the 
native  bushes  for  firewood;  but  what  is  the 
case  now?  There  are  blue-gums  and  other 
trees  grown  up,  and  where  once  the  place  was 
destitute  of  trees  you  will  find  cords  of  wood 
stacked  in  paddocks  for  sale.  The  settlers  are 
using  this  timber;  and  if  we  had  the  native 
bush  now  we  should  not  be  able  to  dispose  of  it 
to  the  same  advantage  as  we  did  twenty  years 
ago.  That  is  the  case  in  my  part  of  the  coun- 
ty ;  and  so  I  say  we  must  pay  more  attention 
to  State  forest  nursery  plantations  than  we 
have  done  previously.  Now,  I  would  like  to 
say  a  word  or  two  about  Pomahaka.  We  have 
heard  a  good  deal  about  Cheviot  since  I  have 
been  in  the  House,  but  that  has  run  down 
altogether.  I  do  not  know  how  the  Opposition 
get  on  without  it.  We  have  not  heard  so  much 
about  Pomahaka  this  session,  and  I  should  like 
Mr.  Flaiman 


to  tell  you  a  little  about  Pomahaka.  I  was 
there,  and  I  may  say  I  saw  some  very  good 
crops  on  Pomahaka  this  year— that  is,  crops  of 
oats ;  it  is  not  wheat-growing  country 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — When  were  you  there  ? 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— I  was  there  before  the 
harvest  this  year,  and  I  may  say  that  when  I 
was  there  the  settlers  were  just  threshing  theix 
rye-grass  seed,  and  that  in  many  oases  I  wa« 
told— I  cannot  say  for  certain— Uiat  tbe  crops 
would  go  fully  60  bushels  of  grass- seed  to  tns 
acre,  and  they  were  getting  8s.  fid.  a  bushel  for 
it  at  the  railway-station.  I  saw  the  big  stacks 
of  hay-straw  that  had  been  threshed ;  and  I  say 
there  was  no  denying  the  fact  that  Pomfihaka 
is  right  enough  for  any  man  to  go  and  settle 
on  if  he  is  prepared  to  take  his  coat  off  and 
work 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— Did  you  see  the  sheep 
on  the  turnips  ? 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— I  saw  the  turnips ;  I  not 
only  saw  them,  but  I  went  across  the  paddocks. 
They  were  sold  for  £380,  and  that  came  to  about 
£1 128.  per  acre.  I  say  that  if  the  same  turnips 
had  been  in  Canterbury  this  year  they  would 
have  fetched  £3  an  acre,  and  I  am  not  ex- 
aggerating. I  understand  there  were  foar 
thousand  sheep  sent  down  to  feed  on  the 
turnips.  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  Pomahaka 
is  a  deal  l>etter  place  than  it  has  been  given 
credit  for.  I  may  say  one  of  the  settlers  asked 
me  Eknd  my  friend  who  was  driving  round  with 
me  to  have  a  cup  of  tea  and  some  bread-and- 
butter  ;  and  I  never  was  in  a  more  comfortable 
settler*8  house  in  my  life  than  that,  nor  in  a 
cleaner  place.  The  settlers  there  were  carting 
timber  from  the  railway-station  to  build,  and 
everything  in  the  district  looked  flourishing. 

g  QQ  Sir,  there  is  no  denying  the  fact  that 
'  down  on  the  Pomahaka  River  there 
was  one  of  the  finest  crops  of  oats  that  one 
would  wish  to  set  his  eyes  upon,  and  there  was 
also  a  crop  of  rye  which  stood  in  the  stook,  and 
it  was  taller  than  I  am.  I  brought  some  heads 
of  oats  home  with  me,  and  they  are  at  my 
home  now,  and  .when  I  showed  them  to  people 
in  m^  neighbourhood  they  were  thoroughly 
astonished  at  the  size  of  them.  There  is  no 
doubt  there  has  been  some  undercurrent  at 
work  with  regard  to  Pomahaka  in  giving  it  a 
bad  name,  otherwise  it  would  have  been  settled 
long  i^o.  The  Government  have  made  every 
provision,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  settlers.  There  is  a  new  school 
in  the  centre  of  the  estate,  and  I  understand 
— although  there  were  holidays  when  I  was 
there— there  was  a  fair  average  attendance  of 
children  at  the  school.  The  buildings  are 
substantial,  and  everything  appeared  to  me  to 
be  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  There  were 
nineteen  houses  on  the  estate,  and  the  value 
of  the  improvements  had  increased  this  last 
year  by  jS55,  and  the  total  area  cultivated 
bad  increased  this  last  year  by  721  acres. 
Now,  Sir,  I  will  ask  honourable  members,  if 
Pomahckka  is  as  bad  as  the  Opposition  would 
lead  the  country  to  believe  it  is,  is  it  at  all 
likely  that  700  acres  more  would  have  been 
taken   up   and   put   under   cultivation   dni- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]        Financial  Statement.       [HOUSE.]       •    Financial  Statement.         68T 


ing  ihe  past  year  at  Pomahaka?  It  ia  not 
at  all  likely.  And,  as  I  sa^,  everything  seemed 
to  be  going  on  swimmingly  there.  I  be- 
lieve there  are  one  or  two  slovenlv  farmers. 
I  took  note  of  them.  Of  course  the  rent  is 
low,  and  yon  cannot  grow  orops  on  land  unless 
you  use  manure.  That  is  the  case,  as  far  as 
my  experience  goes,  in  every  instance ;  and  I 
think  I  have  had  a  little  experience  in  farming. 
I  may  say  that  I  saw  farms  which  immediately 
adjoined  and  which  had  been  ploughed  twice, 
in  each  case  for  turnips.  One  farmer  had 
taken  the  precaution  to  use  2  cwt.  of  manure 
to  the  acre,  and  the  other  put  his  turnips  in 
without  manure.  Where  there  was  no 
manure  there  were  practically  no  turnips,  and 
where  manure  was  used  there  was  a  good  crop. 

An  Hon.  Mzxbbb. — ^That  is  only  natural. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— That  is  natural,  of  course, 
but  it  just  shows  one  has  to  farm  properly,  no 
matter  what  quality  of  land  he  is  occupying, 
or  he  will  soon  go  to  the  wall.  Well,  Sir,  it  has 
been  said  by  the  Opposition  that  we  have  an 
army  of  inspectors  —  that  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  is  overrunuing  the  country  with 
inspectors.  Some  pessimistic  individual  will 
say  whenever  he  sees  an  inspector,  "  Oh  I  there 
is  another  inspector;  there  goes  another  in- 
spector." I  say  that  every  country  is  helping 
its  people,  and  we  shall  have  to  do  more  than 
we  have  done  in  the  matter  of  giving  help  to 
those  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  And  I 
say,  further,  if  we  have  made  any  mistakes 
at  all,  one  of  the  greatest  mistakes  we  made 
in  the  colony  was  introducing  the  stoats 
and  weasels.  If  I  were  Minister  of  Lands, 
and  had  this  matter  under  my  control, 
I  would  never  introduce  anything  into  the 
country  that  a  person  could  not  eat.  For  in- 
stance, we  are  getting  a  good  return  from  the 
export  of  rabbits  and  hares,  while  if  we  were  to 
oollect  all  the  weasels  in  the  CQuntry  we  would 
not  get  a  halfpenny  a  dozen  for  them.  Time  has 
shown  they  are  a  failure,  and  the  Minister 
should  remove  the  protection  from  them.  I 
would  like  to  say  that  in  New  South  Wales 
the  Agricultural  Department  have  been  ad- 
vocating the  reduction  of  oversea  freights,  and 
we  must  take  action  in  that  direction  also. 
Every  other  country  is  helping  its  settlers,  and 
we  will  have  to  do  something  of  the  kind 
also.  We  must  not  come  here  with  class 
prejudices,  and  say,  "  Oh  I  I  am  not  a  coun- 
try member;  I  have  no  interest  in  the 
oonntry  people,'*  or,  '*  I  am  not  a  town 
representative  and  I  have  no  interest  in  the 
town.'*  We  must  all  work  together  as  a  body, 
and  work  alike  for  the  good  of  the  colony, 
and  so  avoid  all  counter-purposes.  Then,  in 
New  South  Wales  they  have  experimental 
farms  at  Bathurst  and  Wagga  Wagga,  where 
ihe  students  are  given  every  opportunity  to 
make  themselves  practical  farmers,  so  that 
they  may  be  of  some  use  to  themselves  in 
after-life.  Then,  there  is  agricultural  che- 
mistry taught,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  Imowledge  of  agricultural  chemistry  to  a 
farmer  is  of  incalculable  benefit.  We  must 
keep  up  with  the  times,  and  go  in  more  for 


that  kind  of  thing;  and  when  we  have  our 
technical-education  grant,  I  hope  that  there 
will  be  something  done  for  the  farming  com- 
munity in  the  way  of  giving  them  opportu- 
nities to  learn  something  of  agricultural  che- 
mistry. Then,  as  to  fruit-culture,  we  find  that 
they  have  done  more  in  New  South  Wales  than 
we  have  ;  and  I  have  an  Act  before  me,  which 
was  passed  at  the  last  Parliament  in  New 
South  Wales,  which  is  even  more  stringent 
than  our  Orchard  and  Garden  Pests  Bill.  I 
state  this  for  the  benefit  of  my  Auckland  friends 
in  the  House  who  are  opposing  the  Orchard 
and  Garden  Pests  Bill,  and  who  have  done 
more  harm  to  their  districts  than  anything 
that  I  could  possibly  say  or  do.  They  have 
given  forth  the  impression  that  in  their  dis- 
trict they  can  only  grow  blackberries  and 
gorse,  and  so  forth,  and  therefore  they  do  not 
want  an  Orchard  and  Garden  Pests  Bill. 
Then,  in  the  export  trade  New  South  Wales  is 
helping  its  settlers,  and  no  less  than  85,000* 
cfluies  of  oranges  were  shipped  from  that  colony 
to  England  this  last  year.  I  maintain  that 
our  Government  must  take  similar  action. 
Sir,  I  say  that  I  would  like  to  see  the 
Government  establish  a  farm  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  stud  sheep  and  cattle,  and  raise 
a  stud-flock  of  our  own,  so  that  the  people 
of  the  country  could  be  supplied  wit^ 
good  animals  when  required,  and  so  keep  up 
the  standard  of  our  flocks.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  laughs  ;  but  he  knows 
one  might  go  on  for  twenty  years  with  a  stud- 
flock,  and  then  tire  of  it  and  let  it  go,  but  that 
would  not  be  the  case  with  the  (k>vemment. 
The  Government  would  go  on  with  it  con- 
tinually, and  we  should  always  have  a  stud- 
flock  to  fall  back  upon,  and  so  improve  our 
breed  of  sheep  or  cattle,  as  the  case  may  be. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  distribution  of 
seeds  by  the  Agricultural  Department ;  and  here 
also  the  New  South  Wales  Department  has  dis- 
tributed all  kinds  of  seeds  to  farmers  to  experi- 
ment with.  In  our  case,  if  a  farmer  got  from- 
the  department  threepenny  worth  of  radish- 
seed  a  lot  of  the  town  members  would  probably 
raise  a  howl ;  but  I  say  that  such  action  on  the 
part  of  the  department  as  the  distribution  of 
seeds  is  beneflcial  to  the  whole  country.  Perhapa- 
it  would  not  cost  more  than  £2,000  or  £3,000  to 
distribute  seeds  in  the  various  districts  of  the 
colony  to  grow  as  an  experiment,  and  it  would 
be  a  grand  thing  for  the  farming  community. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  that  my  time  is  nearly  up,  for 
I  have  not  nearly  got  through  the  subjects  I 
wished  to  speeJc  upon.  I  find  from  our  agri- 
cultural returns  that  the  export  value  of  but- 
ter, cheese,  grain,  salted  meats,  potted  meats, 
bacon  and  hams,  and  so  forth,  amounts  to 
no  less  than  £2,876.437:  this,  of  course,  is 
exclusive  of  wool.  We  find  the  gold-produo* 
tion  for  the  year  is  only  £980,000.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  against  the  gold- mining  in- 
dustry, but  I  say  that  agriculture  must  be 
encouraged,  and  that  there  must  be  more 
attention  paid  to  it  by  the  Government  i» 
the  future  than  there  has  been  in  the  past.  I 
say  that  the  experiments  which  are  allowed  ii^ 
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other  oountries,  and  paid  for  by  the  Govern- 
ment, in  oonneotion  with  agriculture  should 
certainly  be  allowed  in  this  colony.  And  if 
the  Government  would  undertake  such  things 
as  are  done  in  New  South  Wales,  not  only  the 
farming  community,  but  every  individual  in 
the  country,  would  be  benefited;  and  I  trust 
steps  will  be  taken  without  delay  to  inaugurate 
Buoh  a  system  as  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa).— In  rising  to 
address  you.  Sir,  I  feel  placed  at  considerable 
disadvantage  in  having  to  follow  so  eloquent 
a  gentleman  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine,  who  has  just  preceded  me.  Before 
dealing  with  the  Statement  Itself,  I  wish  to 
refer  briefly  to  some  of  tbe  remarks  that 
have  fallen  from  previous  speakers  in  this 
debate.  The  honourable  member  who  has 
just  sat  down  made  the  statement  that  the 
railways  were  far  safer  new  than  they  were 
when  the  Government  took  them  over.    He 

g&ve  us  a  number  of  returns  in  support  of 
is  contention,  but  he  omitted  to  give  a 
return  which  would  prove  the  correctness  of 
his  statement,  and  for  his  enlightenment,  and 
for  the  enlightenment  of  other  members  of 
the  House,  I  will  give  the  return  showing  the 
number  of  persons  who  have  been  killed,  and 
the  number  of  accidents  that  have  taken  place 
on  the  railways  in  1893-94,  the  last  year  the 
railways  were  under  Commissioners,  and  since 
their  management  was  taken  over  by  the  present 
Government.  In  1893-94  there  were  twelve  per- 
sons killed,  and  in  1896-97-98  there  were  seven- 
teen. In  1883-84  there  were  192  persons  in- 
jured, and  in  1897-98  there  were  300.  I  think 
that  is  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine 
that  the  management  of  the  railways  is  now 
safer  than  in  1893-94.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber also  made  another  statement  which  was 
incorrect  and  misleading.  He  said  that  since 
the  Assets  Company  had  taken  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Estates  Company's  properties  they 
bad  not  reduced  the  rate  of  wages.  That  is  in- 
correct, because,  speaking  for  my  own  district — 
and  I  always  like  to  speak  upon  matters  that  I 
know  something  about — I  can  say  that  the 
wages  have  been  reduced,  and  that  at  present 
they  are  lower  than  the  current  rate  of  wages 
paid  by  private  employers.  That  applies  to  a 
station  in  the  district  represented  by  tne  honour- 
able member  for  Pahiatua,  who  will,  I  think, 
bear  me  out  in  what  I  am  saying. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— I  am  speaking  of  what  I 
know. 

Mr.  HUNTER— The  honourable  gentleman 
says  he  is  speaking  of  what  he  knows,  and  I 
also  speak  of  what  I  know. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— We  cannot  both  be  right. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— Well,  I  am  satisfied  that 
I  am  correct  in  this  instance.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  gave  the  Government 
credit  for  the  growth  of  the  trees— the  forestry 
— in  the  South  Island,  but,  although  I  am 
prepared  to  give  the  Government  credit  for 
many  things—  some  good  and  some  bad — I  do 
not  think  they  are  responsible  for  the  growth  of 
the  trees  in  the  South  Island.  That  is  rather 
Mr.  Flatman 


owing  to  olimatio  influences,  and  is  not  dae 
in  any  way  to  the  action  of  the  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Treasurer,  when  laying  hiB 
Financial  Statement  before  the  House,  said  it 
was  free  from  extraneous  matter,  and  to  some 
extent  it  is ;  but  he  found  it  necessary  to  intco- 
duoe  a.  considerable  amount  of  extraneous 
matter  in  his  speech  made  in  anticipation  of  the 
debate  that  was  to  take  place  on  the  State- 
ment. As  far  as  the  Statement  is  oonoemed,  it 
is  certainly  free  from  much  of  the  extraneous 
matter  that  oharaoterised  the  Statement  of 
1897.  A  new  departure  was  made  by  the 
Treasurer  on  that  occasion,  and  he  introduced 
a  great  deal  more  foreign  matter  than  was  ever 
before  introduced  into  any  Statement.  In  1898, 
however,  he  has  evidently  seen  the  error  of  his 
way,  and  he  has  considerably  reduced  the  bulk 
of  the  Statement,  but,  as  I  said  before,  he  has 
made  a  second  Financial  Statement,  and  has 
anticipated  the  criticism  which  would  be  likely 
to  take  place  in  regard  to  the  Statement.  The 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  stated  that  tbe 
time  had  arrived  when,  in  -  his  opinion,  the 
purchase  of  Native  land  for  the  purpose  of 
settlement  should  be  stopped.  I  cannot  agree 
with  that  opinion.  I  think  the  time  has  not 
arrived  when  the  purchase  of  Native  lands  for 
the  purpose  of  settlement  should  cease ;  I  think 
that  wherever  the  Natives  are  willing  to  sell 
their  land,  and  where  the  land  is  held  in  un- 
profitable  occupation  by  the  Natives,  the  State 
should  acquire  it  for  settlement,  paying  a  fair 
price  to  the  Native  owners  for  it.  Liberal  re- 
serves should  be  set  aside  for  the  benefit  d 
Native  owners,  who  should  be  allowed  to  use 
them  for  the  term  of  their  natural  lives.  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable,  in  the 
interests  of  settlement,  that  where  these  lands 
are  held  in  unprofitable  occupation  by  the 
Natives  they  should  be  acquired  by  the  Go- 
vernment at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
Much  of  the  success  of  the  land  administra- 
tion depends  on  the  price  paid  for  the  land, 
and  if  you  want  to  make  the  land  system 
successful  you  must  place  the  people  on 
the  land  on  such  terms  as  will  give  tnem  a 
reasonable  chance  of  making  a  decent  living. 
To  do  that  you  must  buy  cheap  land,  and  it 
can  be  bought  from  the  Natives,  who  are  in 
many  cases  willing  to  sell  their  land.  For 
these  reasons  I  do  not  agree  with  the  statement 
made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  that  the  por- 
ohaae  of  Native  lands  should  be  stopped.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Thames  twitted 
the  Opposition  with  the  want  of  a  financial 
policy.  I  say,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  business  of  the 
Opposition  to  propound  a  policy  while  they  are 
in  opposition.  It  wUl  be  time  enough  for  them 
to  do  that  when  they  are  in  occupation  of  the 
Ministerial  benches,  and  I  venture  to  prophesy 
that  that  will  be  after  the  next  general  elec- 
tion. It  is  the  duty  of  the  Oppositioik  to  expose 
the  errors  of  the  Government.  That  is  uieir 
principal  duty,  and  not  to  propound  a  polio/ 
when  they  are  not  in  a  position  to  give 
effect  to  it ;  but  when  they  are  in  possession 
of  the  Ministerial  benches  they  will,  I  believe, 
propound  a  policy  that  will  be  aooeptabla  to  the 
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people  of  the  oolony .  I  do  not  profess  to  express 
what  may  be  the  yiews  of  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  I  am  now  only  giving  my  own  views. 
There  are,  I  tbink,  three  cardinal  principles  that 
should  govern  the  policy  of  any  Government : 
Fint,  to  keep  down  expenditure;  second,  to 
pay  their  way ;  and,  third,  to  lay  something  by 
every  year.  Laying  by  something  means,  from 
a  national  point  of  view,  the  reduction  of  the 
national  debt.  Every  one  knows  that  these 
principles  have  been  violated  by  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  time  they  have  been  in  office. 
The  departmental  expenses  are  increasing,  and 
we  are  getting  deeper  into  debt  every  year. 
The  honourable  member  for  Egmont  referred 
to  the  Post-Office  Savings  Bank  returns,  and 
the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  depositors, 
and  used  the  arguments  brought  forward  by 
the  Treasurer  in  support  of  his  contention 
that  the  prosperity  of  this  country  was  in- 
creasing. I  think,  Sir,  the  increase  in  the 
amount  of  deposits  in  the  Savings-Bank  is  no 
evidence  of  increased  prosperity  on  the  part  of 
the  people.  It  is  to  my  mind  an  evidence  that 
there  is  a  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  profit- 
able employment  for  their  capital,  and  that 
the  increase  in  the  amount  of  deposits  shows 
that  the  depositors  are  unable  to  find  suitable 
investments  for  their  capital.  A  few  years 
ago  it  was  quite  possible  for  small  capitalists  to 
secure  useful  securities  at  between  4  and  5  per 
cent.,  but  now  the  depositors  are  prepared  to 
accept  a  low  rate  of  interest — from  2^  or  3  per 
cent,  upon  deposit.  This  I  do  not  think,  is  an 
indication  of  prosperity,  but  proves  that  good 
investments  are  not  now  readily  found.  Coming 
to  the  Financial  Statement,  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Treasurer  has  stated  that  the  amount  of 
£521,000  was  there — meaning  in  the  Treasury — 
or  that  it  was  there  on  the  81st  March,  1898.  I 
maintain  that  the  honourable  gentleman  either 
did  not  understand  figures,  or  was  misrepre- 
senting the  position  to  the  people  of  the  colony. 
If  you  look  through  the  tables  attached  to  the 
Financial  Statement  you  will  find,  on  page  18, 
that  he  has  remitted  to  London,  on  Remit- 
tances Account,  a  sum  of  £770,000,  which  was 
•due  for  interest  in  London  thirty-one  days  after 
the  dlst  March,  and  in  addition  to  that  he  had 
•borrowed  no  less  a  sum  in  anticipation  of 
revenue  than  £254,000.  If  he  had  this  sum  of 
£521,144  available,  why  did  he  borrow  the 
£254,000  in  anticipation  of  revenue  ?  Because 
he  had  not  the  £521,144  available  for  old-age 
pensions,  or  for  any  other  scheme  ;  and  it  had 
already  been  used  for  the  payment  of  interest  in 
London.  Coming  to  the  Revenue  Account  for 
the  vear,  we  find  that  the  Treasurer  brings  for- 
ward a  balance  of  £166,858  as  the  result  of  the 
gear's  working.  But  in  that  amount  he  has  in- 
cluded £27,000  of  liabilities  on  the  81st  March, 
1898,  in  excess  of  the  liabilities  on  the  Slst 
March,  1897,  and  he  has  also  included  in  his 
receipts,  as  revenue,  the  sum  of  £22,000  re- 
covered from  the  Government  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office  Management  Account.  If  you 
take  £27,000  and  the  £22,000  from  the  £166,858 
the  total  surplus  revenue  for  the  year  will  be 
£187,658,  and  not  £166,858.    The  actual  re- 


sult on  the  year's  working  is  £187,858,  and  not 
£166,858.  I  do  not  intend  to  deal  with  what 
is  called  the  "  bogus  "  table ;  that  has  already 
been  ably  dealt  with  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  it  is  really  more  important 
to  deal  with  matters  in  which  we  are  at  the 
present  time  interested.  It  does  not  matter 
much  whether  there  was  a  surplus  in  1871  or 
a  deficit  in  that  year,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance  to  us  to  know  what  is  the  real 
position  of  the  colony  at  the  present  time ;  and 
I  think,  Sir,  that  if  we  consider  that  posi- 
tion, judged  by  the  value  of  our  exports 
and  imports,  we  must  be  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  position  of  the  colony  at  the 
present  time  is  anything  but  encouraging. 
I  have  the  figures  here,  and  I  intend  for  a  few 
minutes  to  trouble  the  House  with  them.  In 
1894  the  imports  were,  in  round  numbers, 
£6,000,000  sterling,  and  the  exports  nine  and 
three-quarter  millions — there  was  a  surplus  of 
three  and  a  quarter  millions  ;  and  in  the  year 
1897  the  imports  were,  in  round  numbers,  eight 
millions,  and  our  exports  nine  and  three- 
quarter  millions  ;  showing  that  in  1897-98 
tnere  was  only  a  surplus  of  one  and  three- 
quarter  millions,  while  in  1894  there  was  a 
surplus  of  three  and  three-quarter  millions,  as 
between  our  imports  and  exports.  Last  year  it 
had  fallen  to  one  and  three-quarter  millions. 
Now,  I  think  that  those  figures  indicate  that 
the  financial  position  of  this  country,  or  that 
the  commercial  position  of  this  country,  is 
not  what  it  has  been  represented  to  be, 
and  that  we  are  not  at  the  present  moment 
in  the  flourishing  condition  honourable  mem- 
bers on  that  side  of  the  House  wish  us 
and  the  country  and  the  people  to  believe. 
But  more  important  than  this  is  the  gradu- 
ally increasing  amount  of  taxation  which  is 
being  imposed  through  the  Customs.  In  1883 
our  imports  amounted  to  almost  exactly  the 
same  amount  as  they  did  in  1898,  and  we  are 
extracting,  largely  from  the  working-people  of 
this  colony,  £500,000  more  than  we  were  paying 
in  1888,  and  I  have  taken  the  year  1883  as  an 
illustration  because  in  that  year  the  amount  of 
imports  was  practically  the  same  as  it  was  in 
1898;  and  in  1898,  as  I  have  said,  we  have 
taken  from  those  least  able  to  bear  it,  in  the 
shape  of  Customs  duties,  £500,000  more  than 
we  took  in  1883  on  almost  the  same  amount 
of  imports;  and  the  Right  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  now  congratulates  the  colony  upon 
being  able  to  show  so  large  a  sum  taken  from 
the  Ordinary  Revenue  Account  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  Public  Works  Account.  He 
thinks  this  is  a  matter  for  congratulation ;  I 
think  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  We  should, 
in  my  opinion,  make  our  public  works  out 
of  borrowed  money  if  public  works  are  to 
be  carried  on,  and  we  should  not  extract  this 
grinding  taxation  from  the  people  of  the  colony 
in  order  to  be  in  a  position  to  transfer  sums  of 
money  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  Account 
to  the  Public  Works  Fund  Account.  If  it  is 
desirable  to  carry  on  public  works— and  we  all 
admit  thatpubhc  works  should  be  carried  on— 
it  is  desirable  that  those  public  works  should  be 
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oarried  on  oat  of  loan-money.  We  can  boixow 
money  in  the  London  market  at  8^  per  cent, 
for  this  purpose,  and  if  we  raise  the  money  by 
taxation  it  is  almost  impossible  to  tell  what 
rate  of  interest  is  charged  to  the  unfortunate 
people  from  whom  that  taxation  is  wrung. 
Hinoe  the  present  Government  have  held  office 
it  is  claimed  in  this  Sbatement  that  they  have 
devoted  out  of  revenue  in  aid  of  public  works 
no  less  a  sum  than  £1,830,000.  If  that  is  correct, 
as  asserted  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  I  claim. 
Sir,  that  a  very  grave  wrong  has  been  done  to 
the  people  of  the  colony ;  and  we  should 
separate  our  Revenue  Account  from  our  Public 
Works  Account,  and  no  greater  amount  should 
be  extracted  from  the  people  of  the  colony  by 
taxation  than  is  necessary  for  their  govern- 
ment. It  is  not  desirable  to  carry  on  public 
works  out  of  revenue  raised  from  taxation 
through  the  Customs.  Tbe  Bight  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  takes  some  credit  to  his 
Gh>vernment  for  the  large  increase  in  the 
amount  of  revenue  received  from  the  rail- 
ways. I  say,  Sir,  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment do  not  deserve  all  the  credit  for  the 
increase  of  revenue  from  the  railways.  If 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  any  Government  it  is 
due  to  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  and  Sir 
Julius  Vogel :  they  carried  on  the  system  of 
railway- extension  which  has  made  the  rail- 
ways now  profitable.  The  railways  have  not 
been  extended  to  any  great  extent  by  the 
present  Government,  and  the  credit  is  due  to 
those  persons  who  pushed  the  railways  on  in 
days  gone  by,  and  the  Government  now  are 
reaping  the  benefit  of  the  large  expenditure 
which  was  made  by  previous  Governments. 
Another  item  upon  which  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer congratulates  himself  is  the  Ifurgely 
increased  amount  received  from  succession 
duties.  What  does'  that  mean  ?  It  has  been 
said  that  capiteJ  is  leaving  this  country,  and 
here  we  have  proof,  by  the  increased  amount  of 
the  succession  duties,  that  the  capitalists  are 
leaving  the  country,  having  been  harassed  to 
death  by  the  legislation  of  the  last  few  years, 
and  that  accounts  for  the  increase  in  the  suc- 
cession duties.  The  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  made  some  reference  to  the  Hawke's 
Bay  people  who  did  not  keep  their  cows  off 
the  line  of  railway.  I  am  glskd  he  made  that 
interjection,  because  it  enabled  me  to  refer 
to  a  matter  which  I  have  already  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for 
Railways.  I  have,  even  since  the  House  met, 
written  to  that  honourable  gentleman  urging 
him  to  make  better  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  people  travelling  by  railway.  I  have 
written  pointing  out  to  him  the  importance 
of  securely  fencing  off  the  line  of  railway,  so 
that  it  may  be  impossible  for  cattle  to  stray  on 
to  the  line.  I  have  written  to  him  in  reference 
to  the  unsatisfactory  and  dangerous  state  of 
the  railway-line  at  Takapau,  in  Hawke's  Bay. 
I  pointed  out  to  him  that  stock  had  access  to 
the  line,  and  that  recently  a  valuable  horse 
was  killed  near  the  station.  Fortunately,  the 
^Q  train  did  not  leave  the  line,  and  no 
'  '  one  was  injured.  The  horse  was  killed, 
Mr.  Hunter 


and  the  department  prosecuted  the  unforta- 
nate  owner,  and  be  was  compelled  to  pay  coeta 
amounting  to  £1 10s. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Served  him  right. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— His  horse  was  killed,  and 
he  was  prosecuted  in  consequence  of  the  negli- 
gence of  the  Government ;  and  an  honourable 
member  on  that  side  of  the  House  has  said, 
**  Serve  him  right."  Since  then  we  have  had 
an  accident  on  the  line  near  Waipawa,  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  without  injury  to  those  who 
were  travelling  by  the  train.  I  shall  now  just 
read  to  the  Houee  the  reply  I  have  received 
from  the  Minister  for  Railways  in  reference  to 
making  some  better  provision  for  preventing 
stock  from  straying  on  the  railway-line.  The 
letter  is  dated  the  29ih  July,  1898  :— 

**  Sia,— With  reference  to  your  letters  of  the- 
24th  June  and  2lBt  instant,  in  regard  to  stock 
having  access  to  the  railway-line  at  Takapan,  I 
have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  en- 
closing of  the  station-yard  by  erecting  gates  and 
fencing  will  have  to  stand  over  until  other 
works  of  a  more  urgent  nature,  which  the 
department  is  unable  to  cmdertake  at  present^ 
are  completed. — I  am,  &c., 

"T.   RONATNE, 

General  Manager." 
The  expenditure  required  would  probably 
amount  to  £20.  I  wets  not  satisfied  with  this 
reply,  and  referred  the  matter  a  second  time  to 
Mr.  Ronayne,  the  General  Manager,  and  hia 
reply  was  as  follows : — 

"  5th  August,  1898. 
"  Sib,— With  reference  to  your  interview 
with  me  in  regard  to  fencing  the  Takapan 
Station,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  Uiat^ 
I  have  submitted  the  matter  to  the  Minister, 
who  regrets  he  cannot  see  his  way  to  depart 
from  the  decision  communicated  to  yon  in  my^ 
letter  of  the  29th  ultimo.— I  have, &c., 
"  T.  Ronayne. 

General  Manager." 
The  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Railways  refusea 
to  fence  the  railway-line,  and  accidents  of  this 
kind  may  happen  any  day ;  and  I  say  that  if 
an  accident  does  happen,  as  it  surely  will  if 
the  line  is  left  in  its  present  state,  the  Minister 
for  Railways  may  be  held  entirely  responsible. 
The  matter  having  been  brought  under  his 
notice,  he  must  accept  the  responsibility.  Re- 
ference is  made  in  tne  Statement  to  the  ques- 
tion of  old-age  pensions.  There  is  no  donbt 
that  the  payment  of  the  pensions  is  a  remis- 
sion to  a  section  of  the  community,  but  it  is 
a  concession  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
whole  community.  It  is  also  a  concession 
to  those  persons  who  are  not  prepared  to 
make  proper  provision  for  their  old  poor  re- 
lations, and  who  would  prefer  to  see  them 
provided  for  by  the  State.  I  am  not  altogether 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  scheme,  but 
I  think  we  should  Imow  where  the, money 
is  to  come  from  to  pay  the  pensions.  At  the 
present  time  we  do  not  know  how  the  money  is- 
to  be  raised.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Treasoier 
says  he  can  pay  the  amount  out  of  his  surplua 
of  1898.  But  that  has  been  hypothecated,  and 
in  addition  he  has  borrowed  £254,000  in  antloi- 
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pfttion  of  reyenue,  so  I  fail  to  see  where  he  is 
lo  obtain  the  amoont  of  £100,000  which  it  is 
neoessaiy  to  pay  for  the  old-age  pensions 
scheme.  On  the  last  page  of  the  Statement 
reference  is  made  to  land-settlement,  and  a 
great  deal  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the  sue- 
oessfnl  land-settlement  schemes  of  the  present 
QoTemment.  I  intend  to  read  one  or  two  ex- 
tracts from  the  Lands  Report  of  1897-08,  or  to 
give  a  few  figures  in  connection  with  that  par- 
ticular branch  of  their  administration,  in  order 
to  show  the  result  of  the  last  year's  land-settle- 
ment. In  1889-90  the  number  of  selectors  or 
gnrchasers  was  2,658,  and  in  1897-98  the  num- 
er  was  2,058.  The  area  taken  up  in  1889-90  was 
4,155,427  acres,  and  in  1897-98  the  area  taken 
up  was  2,451,062  acres.  The  territorial  revenue 
in  1889^90  was  £804,842,  and  in  1897-96  it 
amounted  to  £268,296.  It  will  be  seen  from 
these  figures  that  land-settlement  has  not 
progressed  in  the  direction  those  honourable 
gentlemen  would  lead  us  to  believe.  For- 
feitures and  surrenders  daring  last  year  were 
more  numerous  than  the  preceding  one,  the 
figures  for  1897  being  493,  and  those  for  1898 
583.  The  total  area  forfeited  was  234,986.  In 
improved-farm  settlements  164  sections  were 
forfeited,  and  seventy-eight  sections  were  taken 
up ;  the  total  loss  to  the  colony  being  eighty- six 
sections.  In  the  village-homestead  settlements 
last  year  101  persons  took  up  land,  and  sixty- 
two  forfeited  their  sections.  Here*  there  was 
an  increase  of  thirty-nine  settlers  during 
the  year.  As  to  special- settlement  associa- 
tions, there  we  find  178  selectors  forfeited  their 
sections,  and  five  only  took  up  land.  The 
total  loss  to  the  colony  last  year  in  re- 
gard to  special  -  settlement  associations  was 
167  persons.  About  half  as  many  persons  were 
put  upon  the  land  and  remained  there  last 
year  as  were  placed  upon  the  land  by  the  pre- 
▼ions  Administration.  I  think  these  figures 
prove  that  at  any  rate  land- settlement  has  not 
gone  on  in  the  way  that  honourable  members 
on  that  side  of  the  House  and  the  Minister  of 
Lands  would  lead  the  colony  to  suppose.  Of 
almost  equal  importance  to  the  large  taxation 
through  the  Customs  is  the  capitalistic  power 
which  the  Government  are  taking  upon  them- 
selves. They  have  now  obtained,  and  seek  to 
obtain,  powers  which  I  think  are  most  undesir- 
able. They  are  obtaining  power  and  control 
over  almost  every  financial  institution  in  this 
colony,  and  the  Government,  under  such 
conditions,  must  be  corrupting  and  cor- 
rupt. The  greater  the  capitalistic  power  the 
greater  must  be  the  temptation  to  corruption. 
The  Government  have  at  their  disposal  revenue 
amounting  to  five  millions  annually.  They 
have  all  the  money  raised  by  loans ;  the  con- 
trol of  deposits  in  the  Savings-Bank,  amount- 
ing to  four  and  three-quarter  millions ;  in 
the  Public  Trust  Office,  three  millions ;  and 
six  millions  of  deposits  in  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  And  in  addition  to  these,  they  also 
have  powers  given  to  them  as  the  employers 
of  cooperative  labourers,  as  employers  of 
Civil  servants,  and  as  landlords,  and  all  the 
extensive  powers  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
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Governor  in  Council.  I  maintain  that  these 
powers  are  exercised  in  a  way  detrimental  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  colony.  They  are 
obtaining  too  much  financial  power  altogether. 
They  now  are  asking  for  the  control  of  the 
Bank  of  Kew  Zealand.  The  sooner  we  cur- 
tail and  limit  these  powers  the  better  it  will 
be  for  the  colony,  and  for  the  people  of  New 
Zealand.  Free  from  taxation,  unhampered 
by  labour-laws,  exempt  from  the  Truck  Act, 
they  are  privileged  in  every  direction,  and 
are  competing  against  the  people  of  this 
colony  in  business  with  their  hands  in  their 
competitors*  cashbox.  We  are  building  up  a 
system  in  this  colony  which  is  detrimental  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country — a  system 
that  is  destructive  to  the  spirit  of  self-reliance. 
I  want  to  see  the  people  prosperous,  happy, 
well  contented,  and  free ;  but  that  can  only  be 
done  in  one  way— it  has  never  been  done  in 
any  country  in  tiie  world  except  by  just  laws 
honestly  and  capably  administered.  Sir,  if 
we  want  to  make  this  country  great,  if  we 
want  the  people  to  be  prosperous  and  free,  we 
must  limit  the  control  which  the  Government 
is  daily  and  hourly  obtaining  in  the  manage- 
ment of  matters  outside  the  government  of  the 
country,  and  prevent  them  from  hampering 
private  enterprise  in  every  direction. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley).— Sir,  in  common 
with  a  number  of  otl^er  honourable  members* 
I  have  to  compliment  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
on  the  Budget  submitted  to  the  House  during 
the  present  session.  I  think  there  are  three 
characteristic  features  connected  with  it :  it  is 
brief,  understandable,  and  there  is  a  remark- 
able absence  of  extraneous  matter.  I  cannot; 
understand  the  attitude  taken  up  by  members 
of  the  Opposition  in  bringing  forward  so  fre- 
quently no> confidence  motions.  I  think  the 
country  has  accepted  the  Financial  Statement 
as  satisfactory,  and  consequently  the  gentle- 
men on  the  Opposition  benches  find  them- 
selves on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  Instead  of 
honestly  complimenting  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
on  the  satisfactory  position  of  the  colony  as  dis- 
closed in  the  Financial  Statement,  and  com- 
plimenting the  Government  on  the  administra- 
tion,  they  have  to  resort  to  the  miserable  tac- 
tics of  votes  of  no-confidence.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  country  will  think  of  the  Opposition 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House  and  the  country. 
Sir,  a  few  lines  from  Burns  are  remarkably 
applicable  at  the  present  time  to  the  gentlemen 
on  the  Opposition  benches: — 

O  wad  some  power  the  gif tie  gie  us 
To  see  oursels  as  ithers  see  as, 
It  wad  frae  monie  a  blander  free  ns 
And  foolish  notion. 

Honest  opposition  I  do  not  object  to.  Criticism 
is  peurt  of  the  functions  of  an  honest  Opposi- 
tion. Neither  do  members  on  our  side  of  the 
House,  nor  the  country,  object  to  an  honest 
and  even  severe  criticism  at  the  hands  of 
members  on  the  Opposition  benches.  I  shall, 
Sir,  during  the  remarks  I  intend  to  make  this 
afternoon,  refer  to  some  remarks  made  by 
honourable  members  who  have  preceded  me, 
with  the  view  of   refuting  some  statements 
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made  by  those  genUemen,  and  then  deal  with 
gome  questions  referred  to  in  the  Financial 
Statement.  Sir,  I  would  like  to  refer  to  a 
remark  made  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in 
reference  to  the  Customs  duties.  That  honour- 
able gentleman  pointed  out  in  his  speech  the 
other  evening  that  the  result  of  the  revision  of 
the  Customs  tariff  in  1895  was  to  increase  the 
burden  of  taxation  on  the  people  of  the  colony. 
Now,  Sir,  what  is  the  position  ?  The  position 
is  just  this  :  In  1894  the  value  of  our  imports 
was  £6,788,020,  and  the  Customs  duties  per 
head  of  population  £2  6b.  4d.  Passing  on  to 
1897,  the  imports  aggregate  £8,055,223,  and  the 
Customs  duties  were  £2  13s.  per  head  of  popu- 
lation. Now,  Sir,  the  revision  of  the  tariff  took 
place  in  1895,  and  therefore  could  not  affect 
the  Customs  duties  for  1894.  If  the  tariff  re- 
mained as  it  was  in  1894,  what  would  be  the 
amount  payable  per  head  of  population  on  the 
increased  imports  of  the  colony  in  1897?  It 
would  have  amounted  to  £2 14s.  lOd.,  or  Is.  lOd. 
in  excess  of  the  actual  amount  paid  per  head 
of  population  in  1897.  Now,  what  conclusions 
arc  we  to  arrive  at  from  these  figures? 
That  instead  of  an  increase  of  the  Customs 
duties,  and  an  increased  burden  of  taxation 
on  the  people,  we  have  a  decrease  of  taxa- 
tion by  Is.  lOd.  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion on  the  necessaries  of  life.  So  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  Was  manifestly  in  error 
in  his  contention.  Sir,  the  Premier  in  his 
Financial  Statement  made  reference  to  the 
credit  balance  on  the  close  of  the  year's  trans- 
actions, and  stated,  "  The  money  was  there." 
That  sentence  was  used  in  the  past  tense:  I 
presume  it  refers  to  the  balance  on  the  31st 
March,  1898.  But  if  it  was  there  on  the 
Slst  March,  I  think  the  bulk  of  it  would  be 
there  when  the  House  met  in  June.  The 
honourable  gentleman  states  that  he  desired 
to  be  pardoned  in  his  attempt  to  deliver  his 
Financial  Statement.  He  uses  the  word  '*  par- 
doned "  twice ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  need  have  made  any  apology 
whatever,  though  he  characterized  himself  as 
an  "  unsophisticated  plodder,"  and  could  not 
explore  the  *'  labyrinth  of  finance."  I  do  not 
think  it  was  necessary  to  make  any  apology,  for 
he  has  given  a  Budget  couched  in  plain  terms, 
understandable  to  every  member  in  this  House. 
I  notice,  in  addition  to  the  credit  balance  of 
£521,000  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  there 
is  a  paragraph  in  the  Budget  which  stated  that 
£275,000  of  the  authorised  half-million  loan 
was  yet  to  be  brought  to  credit.  It  would 
appear  to  me  that,  in  round  numbers,  on  the 
dist^  March  last  close  on  three-quarters  of  a 
million  of  money  was  available.  A  table  of 
figures  on  page  ii.  of  the  Budget  has  caused  a 
oonsiderabfe  amount  of  comment  from  honour- 
able members,  headed  '*  Aid  to  Bevenue  from 
Sinking  Funds  Debentures."  It  would  appear 
from  the  remarks  made  by  some  honourable 
members  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  acted 
the  part  of  a  sort  of  highway  robber  in  filching 
from  the  public  funds  a  certain  amount  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  funds,  whereas  it 
appears  from  the  Consolidated  Stock  Act  of 
Mr.  Meredith 


1884  the  present  Government  are  acting  only 
as  their  predecessors  have  done  by  taking  this 
money  and  placing  it  to  the  credit  of  the  con- 
solidated revenue.  The  words  used  by  the 
Treasurer  are : — 

"  I  can  scarcely  be  blamed  for  so  including 
these  sums,  for  the  law  distinctly  lays  dovm 
that  the  proceeds  derived  from  the  sale  ol  the 
debentures  issued  under  the  Act  just  men- 
tioned shall  form  part  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  The  law  yras  made  by  my  predecessors, 
and  therefore  it  is  my  duty  to  carry  out  its 
provisions." 

Now,  the  accumulations  I  have  just  referred 
to— from  1891  to  1897  inclusive,  extending  over 
eight  years— amount  to  £1,538,200.  The  total 
surpluses  for  the  same  years  amount  to 
£2,145,562.  Taking  one  from  the  other,  we 
find  the  surplus  derivable  from  the  ordinary 
taxation  of  the  country  to  be  £616,367.  Now, 
out  of  the  sinking  funds,  or  if  we  include  them 
in  the  surpluses,  it  appears  that  £1,330,000 
has  been  spent  on  public  works,  and  there- 
fore well  spent  money,  and  is  a  good  account 
of  the  amount  the  Government  availed  them- 
selves of  under  the  head  of  "  sinking  funds." 
Contrast  these  facts  and  figures  with  the  facts 
and  figures  connected  with  their  predecessors 
in  office  in  appropriating  funds  from  the  same 
source.  What  do  we  find  ?  From  1885  to 
1890  inclusive — six  years — the  available  funds 
from  that  source  were  £1,547,484,  and  during 
the  same  time  the  surplus  for  two  years 
out  of  the  six — the  only  occasions  on  which 
there  was  a  surplus  —  amounted  to  £41,313. 
We  ask.  What  became  of  the  amount  of 
the  sinking  funds  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
consolidated  revenue  ?  They  seem  to  have 
been  all  lost— filtered  away  into  some  unac- 
countable channels.  So  that  if  honourable 
members  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  po- 
sition they  will  find  it  is  entirely  in  favour  of 
the  administration  of  the  present  Government. 
Now,  in  face  of  the  three-quarters  of  a  million 
of  money  still  available  for  the  Government  to 
operate  on,  is  it  desirable  that  the  colony  should 
commit  itself  to  borrowing  an  additioniU  half- 
million  of  money  as  set  forth  in  the  Statement? 
I  believe  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  rail- 
way-extension on  a  large  scale,  nor  for  the 
colony  to  commit  itself  to  a  loan.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  when  population  has  in- 
creased and  lands  are  more  occupied,  and  the 
volume  of  produce  has  increased  so  as  to  justify 
railway-extension,  then  the  (question  of  raising 
a  loan  will  have  to  be  submitted  to  the  reprs- 
sentatives  of  the  people,  and  the  whole  ques- 
tion taken  into  consideration.  But,  before 
the  colony  does  commit  itself  to  a  loan,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  proposal  for  each  sepacate 
railway-extension  should  be  taken  into  care- 
ful consideration,  as  to  its  feasibility,  its  pro- 
bable cost,  et  cetera^  and  then  a  loan  might  be 
raised,  and  each  portion  of  the  loan  hypothe- 
cated for  a  particular  line  of  railway,  so  as  to 
prevent  scrambling  and  waste.  It  is  not  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony  that  the  GovemmenI 
should  be  continually  raising  loans  on  the 
London  market.    I  think  we  ought  to  confine 
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onrselves  at  present  to  whatever  surplas  revenue 
may  be  available  for  public  works.  It  is  not 
right  that  the  Government,  with  a  credit  bal- 
ance, should  increase  the  public  debt  of  the 
colony  by  an  additional  half  million,  unless  it 
is  proposed,  on  the  other  hand,  to  reduce  the 
Customs  duties  of  the  colony  by  at  least  a 
quarter  of  a  million.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  the  revenue  as  it  is,  and  en- 
deavour to  construct  public  works  out  of  what- 
ever balance  we  have  to  credit  on  each  year's 
transactions.  I  notice  that  the  total  amount 
derivable  from  direct  taxation  of  last  year  was 
£882,507,  while  the  total  amount  from  Customs 
was  £1,935,251 ;  so  that  the  ratio  of  direct  taxa- 
tion to  indirect  is  as  one  to  five.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Waipawa  expressed  himself 
in  favour  of  lessening  the  burden  of  indirect 
taxation  on  the  people,  and  at  the  same  time 
expressed  himself  in  favour  of  an  old-age 
pensions  scheme.  And  then  he  asked  the 
question,  '*  Where  are  the  funds  to  come 
Irom  ?  " 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — I  said  I  was  in  favour  of 
t^e  principle. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  he  is  in  favour  of  the  principle. 
Well,  all  we  have  to  do  is  reduce  the  principle 
to  practice,  and  no  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  be  as  good  in  practice  as  he 
is  in  principle,  and  will  be  prepared  to  give 
effect  to  his  principles  by  making  old- age 
pensions  an  established  fact  in  the  colony.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  wants  the  Customs 
duties  to  be  lowered  and  at  the  same  time 
provide  for  old-age  pensions  in  the  colony,  it 
can  be  easily  done.  If  the  total  receipts  of 
the  colony  from  taxation  for  the  past  year  ex- 
ceed five  millions  of  money,  I  do  not  think 
there  should  be  any  difficulty  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  those  on  the  Opposition 
benches  generally,  voting  a  sum  of  £100,000 
ox  £150,000,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  provide 
an  old-age  pensions  fund  for  our  respectable 
aged  colonists  who  have  borne  the  burden 
And  heat  of  the  day  as  wealth-producers,  and 
find  themselves  in  the  evening  of  life  physically 
incapacitated  from  earning  a  livelihood.  We 
were  told  some  time  ago  that  the  lands-for- 
■ettlement  policy  of  the  Government,  in  disin- 
tegrating large  estates  and  settling  people  on 
the  land,  would  bring  about  a  violent  change 
in  reducing  direct  taxation.  Has  such  not 
been  the  case?  The  direct  taxation  of  the 
colony,  since  it  was  established  in  1892,  has 
gradually  been  increasing;  so  that  the  state- 
ment  made    was   not   correct.    I  am  much 

^  gQ  pleased,  Sir,  with  the  suggestion  con- 
'  tained  in  the  Statement  that  in  our 
trade  relations  with  the  Mother- country  there 
should  be  a  preferential  duty  to  the  extent  of  5 
per  cent.  Now,  a  remission  of  duty  to  the  extent 
of  5  per  cent,  would  amount  to  £50,000  a  year. 
This  is  a  recommendation  that  the  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  House  should  approve  of. 
We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  Mother-country. 
She  opens  her  ports  and  receives  our  vast 
volume  of  exports,  aggregating  ten  millions  of 
money,  without  inflicting  any  restriction  upon 


us  in  any  shape  or  form  in  the  way  of  taxa- 
tion. Take  for  example  our  frozen-meat  trade. 
Last  year  the  number  of  carcases  of  frozen 
meat  sent  from  New  Zealand  to  the  Mother- 
country  was  close  upon  three  millions.  If 
they  averaged  iS  lb.  each,  and  if  there  was  an 
imposition  of  ^.  a  pound  taxation  on  that, 
it  would  mean  £150,000  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  producers — the  farming  community.  Even 
ith  of  a  penny  per  pound  would  mean  £75,000 
a  year,  and  we  propose  a  remission  to  the 
extent  of  5  per  cent.,  amounting  to  £50,000. 
I  should  have  been  very  glad  indeed  to  have 
supported  the  Premier  if  he  had  recommended 
a  remission  to  the  extent  of  7^  per  cent., 
which  would  amount  probably  to  £75,000 
a  year.  Sir,  I  trust  that  when  this  question 
comes  before  the  House,  honourable  members 
will  rise  to  the  occasion  and  show  their  pa- 
triotism. We  are  greatly  indebted,  as  I  have 
observed,  to  the  Mother-country.  She  admits 
our  produce  free.  We  get  money  in  the  Eng- 
lish market  cheaper  than  we  could  get  it 
anywhere  else.  She  hea  protected  us  during 
the  infant  days  of  the  colony,  so  that  alto- 
gether we  are  very  greatly  indebted  to  her, 
and  we  should  show  our  gratitude  and  return 
some  little  compliment.  Sir,  the  celebrated 
American  statesman,  Daniel  Webster,  on 
one  occasion,  when  speaking  on  the  floor  of 
the  American  Parliament,  said,  "  I  was  born 
an  American,  I  live  an  American,  and  I  shall 
die  an  American.'*  Sir,  I,  too,  feel  a  degree 
of  pride  when  I  say,  **  I  was  born  under  the 
British  flag,  I  live  under  the  British  flag,  and 
I  hope  to  die  under  the  British  flag  in  pre- 
ference to  the  flag  of  any  other  nation  in  the 
world."  I  will  now,  for  a  few  minutes,  deal  with 
the  qnesticm  of  the  land  administration  of  the 
colony.  And  first  permit  me  to  refer  to  the  bush- 
fires  which  happened  in  Wellington,  Hawke's 
Bay,  Taranaki,  Marlborough,  and  Canterbury 
Provincial  Districts  in  January  last.  These 
were  most  destructive  to  the  settlers'  pro- 
perly, and  very  serious  losses  were  inflicted. 
Applications  were  made  to  the  Government 
by  persons  who  suffered  to  the  extent  of 
£33,119  in  damage  to  their  homes,  to  stock,  to 
fences,  and  to  feed  for  their  stock.  They  made 
application  to  the  Government  for  grass-seed 
to  the  extent  of  253,8501b.  weight.  After  in- 
quiry the  Government  distributed  during  the 
autumn,  sufficiently  early  to  enable  the  suf- 
ferers to  sow  the  land,  seed  to  the  extent  of 
200,061  lb.,  of  the  value  of  £3,195.  I  refer  to 
this  because  a  statement  was  sent  from  Wel- 
lington, and  appeared  in  the  Christchurch 
Press,  to  the  effect  "  that  the  burnt-out  settlers 
in  the  Oxford,  Woodside,  and  Birchhill  dis- 
tricts applied  for  47,000  lb.  weight  of  seed  for  no 
less  than  7,239  acres  of  land,  and  got  not  a 
single  bushel."  Now,  that  statement  was  in- 
correct—entirely contrary  to  fact.  I  may  state 
that  the  Oxford,  Woodside,  and  Birchhill  suffer- 
ers applied  in  the  ordinary  way  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  grass-seed.  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  visited  the  district  immediately  after  the 
fire,  and  spent  a  couple  of  days  going  abon 
the  different  localities  ascertaining  the  extent 
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of  the  damage  done  by  the  fire,  and  eympa- 
thiaing  with  the  people  in  a  very  praotioal 
form,  for  he  put  his  hand  in  his  pooket,  and, 
from  his  private  means,  |[ave  a  cheq^ue  in 
aid  of  the  fanda  zaiaed  m  the  looahty  to 
give  relief  to  the  eufferere,  I  may  say,  the 
honourable  gentleman's  good  example  was  fol- 
lowed up,  and  something  like  £1,600  was  raised 
fay  looal  contributions;  so  that  the  people 
helped  themselves.  I  applied  to  the  Govern- 
ment, as  representative  for  the  district,  for 
grass-seed.  I  received  an  answer  from  the 
Oovemment  that  they  were  prepared  to  assist 
the  sufferers.  Mr.  Barron,  of  the  Lands 
Department,  wrote  to  me  about  the  begin- 
ning of  June  last  and  asked  me  if  it  were 
too  late  to  distribute  the  grass-seed  just  then  ? 
The  reason  why  the  grass-seed  had  not  been 
distributed  prior  to  the  mopth  of  June  was 
that  detailed  information  had  not  reached 
the  office,  and  tb at  consequently  they  could  not 
act ;  but  through  the  Commissioner  of  Lands 
in  Canterbury  one  of  the  best  seedsmen  in 
Ohristchuroh  was  approached,  and  a  quantity 
of  seed  was  procured,  and  on  my  recommenda- 
tion the  Government  decided  to  defer  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  seed  until  the  spring.  In  my 
reply  to  the  Lands  Department  I  stated  that, 
as  a  farmer,  I  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of 
sowing  grass- seed  after  the  month  of  April— I 
received  the  letter  in  June — knowing  that  if 
the  seed  was  sown  then  a  great  deal  would 
be  uprooted  by  subsequent  rains  and  frosts 
prevcJent  during  the  winter  in  the  district. 
The  grass-seed  is  now  available,  and  I  may 
say  that  Mr.  Stead,  who  is  part  proprietor  of 
the  Christchurch  Press,  wrote  to  that  organ 
pointing  out  the  mistake  that  had  been  made, 
and  that  the  Government  was  not  in  any  way 
to  blame,  but  rather  was  entitled  to  receive 
our  praise.  Reverting  to  the  question  of  the 
settlement  of  the  people  on  the  land,  my 
facts  and  figures  may  be  somewhat  different 
from  the  facts  and  figures  quoted  to  the  House 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa.  The 
number  of  selectors  who  were  placed  on  ordi- 
nary Crown  lands  during  the  year  was  1,670 ;  on 
lands  acquired  under  the  Lands  for  Settlement 
Board,  888:  making  a  total  of  2,058.  The 
forfeitures  during  the  same  time  of  all  land 
were  683,  and  the  surrenders  171,  totalling  704. 
The  total  number  of  Crown  tenants  on  the 
Slst  March,  1898,  was  15,607,  and,  as  I  have 
stated,  the  number  of  surrenders  and  for- 
feitures was  704.  The  surrenders  and  for- 
feitures of  the  whole  of  the  Crown  tenants 
was  4*5  per  cent,  for  the  colony,  and  in  Canter- 
bury it  was  1-6  per  cent.  I  think  these  per- 
centages of  forfeitures  and  surrenders  are  very 
low  indeed  when  there  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  fact  that  the  lands  of  the  colony,  both 
ordinary  Crown  lands  and  lands  for  settlement, 
are  open  for  application  to  every  person  who 
considers  himself  qualified,  however  unquali- 
fied he  may  really  be  in  the  estimation  of 
those  in  whose  hands  may  be  the  admini- 
stration of  the  lands  of  the  colony;  and 
any  person  possessing  the  necessary  means 
is  at  liberty  to  go  to  the  ballot-box,  and 
Mr,  Meredith 


may  be  snooassfnl  in  procuring  a  section.  I 
appeal  to  the  honoarable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  and  the  honoarable  member  for  Waipawa^ 
— ^both  practical  gentlemen — to  say  if  under 
those  oonditions — the  conditions  which  they 
have  assisted  to  place  on  the  statute-book — ^ii 
is  possible  for  each  and  all  of  those  who  go  on* 
the  land  to  succeed.  It  is  a  question  of  the 
survival  of  the  fittest.  The  House  is  aware 
that  some  persons  have  an  idea  that  all  they 
require  is  to  be  pitchforked  on  to  a  seottooi 
of  land,  and  gold  can  be  picked  up  in  the- 
shape  of  nuggets  without  any  labour  what- 
ever ;  whereas  it  requires  a  thorough  tratninff^ 
it  .requires  a  great  deal  of  hard  work — indeed^ 
it 'requires  rising  early  and  toiling  late  and 
eating  the  bread  of  carefulness —to  be  a  suo- 
cessful  farmer.  Consequently,  I  consider  the 
number  of  forfeitures  and  surrenders  are  very 
small  indeed  in  proportion.  I  should  like  to- 
point  out,  further,  that  the  arrears  of  rent  due 
on  the  81st  March  last,  when  the  last  half- 
year's  rent  was  due,  were  only  £14,758,  or  6  per 
cent,  of  the  rent-roll.  Now,  6  per  cent,  of  the 
rent-roll  is  very  small  indeed,  and  I  question  if 
any  private  landlord  in  New  Zealand  could 
show  such  results  as  are  shown  in  the  Lands 
Report,  available  to  members  of  the  House. 
The  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  in  Can- 
terbury reports,  on  page  19  :— 

**As  regards  the  general  condition  of 
the  settlements  throughout  the  district,  the 
Bangers'  reports,  a  summary  of  which  is  ap- 
pended, show,  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactory 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  leases,, 
and  a  large  increase  of  value  in  the  way  of 
improvements  effected." 

Now  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  aores- 
of  land  have  been  acquired  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act,  but  still  the  people  of  New- 
Zealand  are  like  the  character  in  Dickens'a 
work — they  want  more.  We  want  more  land 
for  settlement  in  Canterbury.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie),  in 
speaking  in  this  debate,  stated,  **  No  one  wants 
to  buy  land."  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
stating  what  is  not  correct.  There  is  a  demand,, 
and  a  very  brisk  demand,  for  land  of  all  de- 
scriptions—good, bad,  and  indifferent.  I  have 
had  thirty-five  years'  experience  in  the  colony» 
and  I  do  not  recollect  any  period  when  there 
was  a  greater  demand  for  land  them  at  the 
present  time.  I  am  quite  sure  that  within 
the  Provincial  District  of  Canterbury  during 
the  past  two  years  land  has  gone  up  in  value 
from  10  per  cent,  to  25  per  cent.  I  was  pre- 
sent recently  at  a  sale  of  land  at  Studholme, 
when  a  portion  of  the  Willowbridge  Estate 
was  offered  for  sale.  Within  eighteen  months 
the  value  of  that  land  had  gone  up  in  value  to 
the  extent  of  something  like  100  per  oent. 
The  same  quality  of  land  which  had  been 
bought  about  two  years  previously  at  £15  an 
acre  was  sold  at  the  sale  when  I  was  present 
at  over  £80  an  acre;  so  that  the  statements 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  reference 
to  the  value  of  land  are  not  correct.  Sir,  I  pro- 
pose for  a  short  time  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  the  railways  of  the  colony.    I  desire,  as  a 
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IDanterbury  representative,  to  oompliment  the 
Minister  for  fiailwajrs  on  his  success  as  an 
fekdministrator,  and  in  doing  so  I  am  only 
echoing  the  sentiments,  I  believe,  of  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  House— even 
gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  benches.  I  have 
heard  time  and  again,  on  the  occasion  of  a 
review  of  the  railway  administration,  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  compliment  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Gadman  on  his  successful  administra- 
tion, and  even  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  gone  so  far  as  to  recommend  that  gentle- 
man to  resign  his  seat  as  a  member  and  be 
appointed  a  permanent  Commissioner  to  con- 
trol the  railways  of  the  colony.  No  higher 
•compliment  could  be  paid  to  the  administrative 
•capabilities  of  the  Minister  for  Railways  than 
that  paid  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and 
I  need  not  add  one  word  to  it.  When  we  look 
at  the  results  of  the  railway  administration, 
«nd  compare  them  with  those  of  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies— and  that  is  the  only  way  we 
•can  form  an  opinion  as  to  how  our  railways  are 
being  worked  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
the  colony  and  in  the  interests  of  settlement 
— we  find  the  following  as  the  returns  for 
1898:  Victoria,  2*74  per  cent.;  New  South 
Wales,  8*79;  Queensland,  2  86;  South  Aus- 
tralia, 2-98;  Tasmania,  1-15;  Western  Aus- 
tralia, 914;  New  Zealand,  8*34.  When  we 
•consider  the  remission  under  the  present  ad- 
ministration of  freight  charges  to  the  extent 
of  £100,000  on  the  carriage  of  stock,  grain, 
fencing  and  building  material,  manures ;  also 
on  passengers'  fares,  and  on  parcels,  I  con- 
sider that  the  railways  have  been  worked 
entirely  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
colony.  The  honourable  member  for  Waipawa, 
in  speaking  of  the  railways,  pointed  out  that  a 

freat  many  accidents  had  taken  place.  Well, 
is  figures  were  worthless,  inasmuch  as  he  did 
not  give  a  comparison.  Had  the  honourable 
gentleman  given  the  figures  for  the  same  num- 
ber of  years  previous  to  the  date  on  which  he 
started  with  nis  figures,  then  his  figures  would 
have  been  of  value  to  members  of  the  House. 
Sir,  I  find  the  volume  of  exports  of  the  colony 
for  last  year  aggregated  rather  more  than  ten 
millions.  For  1890  they  aggregated  £9,811,720, 
80  that  the  volume  of  exports  for  1897  are  not 
much  in  excess  of  those  for  1890.  But  1  would 
point  out  to  the  House,  in  order  to  be  fair  in 
my  comparison,  that  in  four  large  items  of  ex- 
port, from  1890  to  1897,  there  was  a  decided 
falling-ofi  — a  falling-off  equal  to  one  million 
and  a  half  sterling.  If  the  normal  condition 
of  production  and  trade  had  contioued  from 
1890  to  1897  —  that  is  to  say,  if  there  had 
been  a  market  for  cereals  in  the  Old  Country 
so  as  to  justify  our  farmers  in  putting  a  larger 
area  under  grain,  they  would  have  done  so ;  but 
as  such  was  not  the  case,  there  was  an  immense 
falling-ofi  in  the  export  of  wheat,  oats,  Phor- 
minm,  and  also  in  the  export  of  our  colonial 
manufactured  goods,  from  1890  to  1897.  The 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata  will  be  good 
enough  to  make  a  note  of  these  figures.  In 
1890  the  value  of  exports  of  Phormium,  wheat, 
And  oats  was  £1,285,483;  while  in  1897  they 


had  gone  down  to  £212,606,  showing  a  drop  in 
the  value  of  these  three  items  of  export  to  the 
extent  of  £1,072,827.  For  manufactured  goods 
in  1890  the  value  of  the  exports  was  £547,947 ; 
but  in  1897  it  had  dropped  to  £197,601,  show-N 
ing  a  decrease  of  £850,000,  or  a  total  decrease 
on  those  four  items  of  export  of  £1,428,178. 
I  am  therefore  justified  in  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that,  had  the  value  of  the  volume 
of  exports  of  those  four  items  in  1897 
been  equal  to  what  they  were  in  1890,  in- 
stead of  our  exports  being  a  little  in  excess  of 
ten  millions  in  1897  they  would  have  fully 
reached  twelve  millions.  These  are,  of  course, 
fiuctuations  that  no  Government  and  no  Ad- 
ministration C8m  control ;  they  are  controlled 
by  circumstances  outside  the  colony.  Permit 
me  to  point  out  that  there  was  also  a  falling- 
ofi  in  the  revenue  derivable  from  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  drink  of  all  descriptions.  For  ex- 
ample, in  1897  the  consumption  of  colonial 
beer  was  less  by  four  gallons  per  head  of  the 
population  than  in  1881.  There  was  a  drop  in 
the  consumption  of  spirits,  from  1878  to  1897, 
of  two  gallons  and  a  half;  in  wine  of  one  gal- 
lon and  a  half ;  and  in  imported  ale  and  beer 
of  one  gallon  and  a  quarter.  That  shows 
that,  although  the  population  of  the  country 
has  very  greatly  increased,  8md  although  the 
position  of  the  country  financially  is  good, 
still— and  I  am  pleased  to  compliment  the 
House  upon  it — the  improvement  in  the  habits 
of  the  people  has  been  great.  Referring  to  our 
manufactures,  I  wish  to  say  this  is  an  im- 
portant question,  for  our  manufactures  give 
employment  to  many  of  our  people.  The  re- 
port on  our  industries  shows  that  there  are 
5,601  factories,  and  the  number  of  hands  is 
89,672,  proving  that  the  old  industries  of  the 
colony  are  expanding,  that  new  industries  are 
being  established,  and  the  number  of  hands 
employed  has  increased.  But  I  should  like  to 
point  out  to  the  House  that  the  value  of  the 
manufactures  has  fallen  off  considerably,  and 
therefore  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  has  moved 
in  the  right  direction  when  he  set  up  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  question  of  the  exten- 
sion of  our  trade  and  commerce  outside  of  the 
colony— to  provide  outside  markets  for  our  raw 
and  manufactured  commodities.  This  is  a  move 
in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  in  the  interests 
of  the  enterprising  employers  and  employes  of 
the  colony.  In  reference  to  the  Savings-Bank 
deposits,  which  have  been  referred  to  time  and 
again  by  honourable  members,  I  think  on  the 
one  hand  the  increased  deposits  show  the 
thrift  of  the  people ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
would  very  much  like  to  see  the  deposits  in- 
vested in  land,  providing  homes  for  people.  I 
come  now  to  one  of  the  chief  industries  of  the 
colony.  I  refer  to  the  export  of  frozen  meat. 
The  expansion  of  this  trade  since  its  inception 
to  the  present  day  is  marvellous.  For  the  year 
ending  the  80th  June,  1898,  the  number  of 
carcases  of  frozen  meat  sent  out  of  the  colony 
was  2,916,526,  of  which  1,520,955  were  sent 
from  the  Provincial  District  of  Canterbury. 
For  the  seven  months  ending  on  the  81st 
July,  1898,  the  number  of  carcases  of  sheep 
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exported  was  1,015,243  and  of  lambs  1,060,857, 
or  a  total  for  the  seven  months  of  2,076,100 ; 
from  Canterbury,  841,102  carcases  of  mutton 
and  779,921  lambs— a  total  of  1,121,023,* or  54 
per  cent,  of  the  whole.  Honourable  members 
will  notice  that  this  industry,  while  it  afieots 
every  provincial  district  in  New  Zealand, 
affects  Canterbury  rather  more  than  any  other 
district.  Although  for  some  years  we  have 
been  sending  out  of  the  colony, an  average  each 
year  of  over  two  millions  of  carcases  of  sheep 
and  lambs,  we  find  that  whilst  in  1886  there 
were  1,500,000  sheep  in  the  colony,  in  1898  the 
number  was  19,620,985.  Notwithstanding  the 
expansion  of  the  trade,  and  the  immense 
number  of  frozen  sheep  and  lambs  sent  out  of 
the  colony,  the  natural  increase  not  only 
maintains  the  strain,  but  there  is  opportunity 
for  immense  expansion  in  connection  with  this 
industry. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— There  is  a  decrease  in  the 
South  Island  of  400,000. 

Mr.  MEKEDITH.-— Yes,  there  is  a  small 
decrease  in  the  South  Island  ;  but  I  should  like 
to  noint  out  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
if  the  people  of  the  North  Island  have  more 
store- sheep  than  they  can  manage,  we  in  the 
South  can  take  them.  Now,  to  show  the  value 
of  the  frozen-meat  industry  to  the  colo&y,  I 
will  point  out  that  in  1881  the  total  value  of 
frozen  meat  exported  amounted  to  £19,839, 
while  in  1897  it  was  £1,566,286,  or  in  seventeen 
years  there  was  an  increase  of  eighty-one  fold. 
This  industry  was  established,  has  been  fostered, 
and  has  reached  its  present  marvellous  dimen- 
sions by  private  industry,  but  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment can  help  this  industry.  If  the  Agent- 
General  was  authorised  to  advertise  New  Zea- 
land mutton  in  various  provincial  and  district 
newspapers  in  the  United  Kingdom  it  would  do 
a  great  deal  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  people 
to  the  superior  article  New  Zealand  is  capable 
of  sending  Home,  and  to  an  unlimited  quantity, 
and  the  British  consumer  would  see  that  the 
quality  of  the  mutton  was  better  than  that 
imported  from  any  other  part  of  the  world.  I 
understand  Government  propose  to  place  the 
sum  of  £250  on  the  estimates  for  the  Agent- 
General  to  use  in  this  way.  That  is  a  paltry 
sum.  Let  the  Government  be  liberal,  and 
place  £5,000  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Thank  you  for  that 
"Hear,  hear."  |The  Government,  according 
to  a  return  furnished  to  this  House  in  1896, 
on  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa,  sure  advertising  in  one  hundred  and 
fifty  newspapers  in  the  colony,  at  a  cost  of 
£7,072  5b.  7d.  In  that  year  the  Evening  Post 
received  £880  7s.,  and  the  New  Zealand  Herald 
£409,  and  what  did  the  Government  get  in 
return  for  all  this  expenditure  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— What  did  the  New  Zea^ 
land  Times  get  ? 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— It  is  impossible  to  carir 
all  the  figures  in  one's  head,  but  I  would  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  look  up  his  own 
return.  As  he  does  not  know  its  contents  it 
shows  the  interest  he  takes  in  returns  made 
Mr,  Meredith 


at  the  expense  of  the  oolony  on  his  motion. 
What,  I  ask,  did  the  Government  get  for  this 
expenditure  ?  I  will  not  say  they  got  abuse, 
though  that  would  be  correct,  but  I  will  put 
gQ  it  in  milder  terms — I  would  say  the 
'  most  caustic  criticism.  I  think.  Sir. 
the  Government  might  well  be  liberal  in  the 
direction  I  have  indicated,  in  advertising  New 
Zealand  mutton  in  the  Old  Country.  I  should 
like  to  know  the  meaning  of  that  '*  Hear, 
hear"  from  the  Premier.  I  take  it  as  an 
indication  of  the  mind  of  the  honourable 
^entlemcui,  and  I  hope  that  he  will  reduoe 
it  to  practice,  and  that  the  whole  thing  will 
not  fizzle  out  in  *'Hear,  hear."  I  have  to 
compliment  the  Government  on  the  adminie- 
tration  of  the  Government  advances  to  settlers. 
This  department  has  been  very  creditably  ad- 
ministered ever  since  its  inception  and  up  to 
date,  and  it  reflects  credit  on  the  department 
who  have  to  do  with  the  administration  of  this 
very  important  branch  of  the  public  service. 
Government  advances  have  conferred  an  im- 
mense boon  upon  the  people  of  the  colony 
when  one  considers  that  £1,421,520  has  been 
lent  to  5,139  small  settlers.  I  find  that  the 
bulk  of  the  monev  lent  out  is  in  small  sums —  * 
lent  to  settlers  who  formerly  paid  6,  7,  and  8 
per  cent.,  and  even  more,  for  the  use  of  that 
money.  These  settlers  are  now  having  the  use 
of  this  money  at  5  per  cent.  I  reiterate  that, 
in  providing  cheap  money,  the  Government  de- 
serves the  gratitude  of  the  people ;  but  at  the 
same  time  the  Government  has  excited  a 
great  deal  of  bitterness  in  certain  quarters. 
Notwithstanding  that,  I  believe  the  Govern- 
ment has  the  full  approved  of  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  this  country,  because 
not  only  have  they  conferred  a  benefit  on  the 
individuals  who  have  directly  received  the 
advantages  of  the  advances  to  settlers,  but  its 
reflex  influence  has  reached  to  aJl  those  who 
have  had  to  borrow  money.  There  has  been  an 
all-round  reduction  in  the  value  of  money. 
Taking  in  round  numbers  the  private  debt  of 
the  colony  as  amounting  to  thirty  millions  of 
money,  and  assuming  that  there  was  a  reduc- 
tion of  onlv  1  per  cent,  in  the  rate  of  interest, 
does  not  that  mean  a  saving  of  £800,000  a 
vear,  which  is  a  great  help  to  the  struggling 
hardworking  settler?  Make  it  1}  per  cent., 
and  it  means  a  saving  of  £450,000  a  year  to 
the  people  of  the  colony.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  continue  to  move  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  bring  cheap  money  within  the  reach 
of  all  the  people  of  the  oolony.  One  feature  in 
the  report  is  that  68  per  cent,  of  the  amount 
advanced  has  gone  towards  paying  off  mort- 
gages where  people  had  been  paying  a  rate  of 
interest  higher  than  5  per  cent.  Now,  what 
does  that  mean  to  the  settlers  of  the  oolony? 
It  means  that  they  vnll  get  great  relief.  The 
losses  of  this  department  during  the  past  year 
have  been  "nil,"  and,  furthermore,  a  small 
percentage  of  the  sinking  fund  was  paid  in 
before  it  was  due,  and  90  per  oent.  was 
paid  within  the  prescribed  time  of  fourteen 
days;  and,  therefore,  taking  this  department 
altogether,  it  has  been  remarkably  well  admin- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]        Financial  Statement        [HOUSB.]         Financial  Statement. 


647 


ifltered.  I  was  not  present  during  the  whole 
of  the  time  honoarable  members  have  been 
speaking  on  this  debate.  I  might  refer,  how- 
ever, to  one  or  two  question  a  which  have  not 
been  brought  out,  and,  first,  in  reference  to  the 
land  valuators.  We  find  honourable  members 
on  the  Opposition  benches — I  do  not  know  why ; 
I  presume  the  reasons  are  best  known  to  them- 
selves—continually  telling  us  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  appointing  valuators  of  the 
"right  colour,"  "incompetent  men,"  and  so 
forth.  That  is  not  borne  out  by  the  valua- 
tions. If  the  valuators  are  taken  as  a  whole, 
I  venture  to  say  the  appointments  have  been 
as  good  as  ever  they  have  been  made  in 
the  history  of  the  colony.  They  are  tho- 
roughly competent,  experienced,  honest,  and 
honourable  men.  Sir,  it  has  been  freely 
stated  that  the  valuations  are  in  excess  of  the 
market-value  of  the  land.  If  that  is  the  case, 
how  has  it  come  about  that  we  have  appeals 
made  to  the  Land  Valuation  Department  for 
the  values  to  be  raised — for  example,  in  my  own 
electorate,  where  the  owner  of  a  large  estate 
appealed  against  the  valuation  placed  on  his 
estate  by  the  local  valuer,  who  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  estate  —  having  lived 
twenty-five  years  in  the  district— desiring  that 
the  valuation  should  be  raised  by  the  sum  of 
£25  000. 

Mr.  BUOHANAK.— How  much  did  he  want 
for  it? 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— That  is  another  question. 
That,  Sir,  I  think,  is  satisfactory  proof  that 
the  valuation  had  not  been  excessive.  The 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine  referred  to 
the  desirability  of  establishing  State  farms.  I 
am  fully  in  accord  with  that  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  I  might  be  permitted  to  supplement 
bis  remarks  on  that  question.  I  have  noticed 
during  the  present  year  very  few  swaggers, 
or  *'  sundowners  "  as  they  are  called,  on  the 
country  roads  in  Ganteroury.  I  think  the 
fact  will  be  borne  out  by  members  of  this 
House  that  there  are  now  few  swaggers.  I 
sympathize  with  those  men.  They  are  fel- 
low-creatures, and  it  is  our  duty  to  do  some- 
thing for  them.  It  is  most  distressing  to  see 
an  old  man  of  sixty  or  seventy  years  of  age, 
with  a  swag  on  his  back,  dragging  himself 
along  the  roads,  calling  at  every  house  or  sta- 
tion to  obtain  a  night's  shelter.  I  do  not  think 
it  reflects  favourably  on  us.  I  hope,  when  the 
old-age  pensions  scheme  is  under  consideration, 
honourable  members  will  express  themselves 
on  the  question,  so  as  to  make  some  provision 
for  this  class,  and  the  other  classes  who  are 
out  of  employment.  I  would  have  State  farms 
— say,  one  convenient  to  each  chief  centre. 
As  to  bow  and  by  whom  they  should  be  man- 
aged that  is  a  matter  for  after  consideration. 
These  farms  provide  a  temporary  home  for  the 
swagger  when  out  of  employment ;  his  labour 
should  be  utilised  to  defray  expenses  of  board 
and  lodging.  I  contend  that  it  is  a  great 
burden,  especially  in  years  past,  that  has  been 
placed  on  the  settlers  of  country  districts, 
where  it  has  been  not  an  uncommon  thing  for 
twenty  or  thirty  of  these  swaggers  to  call  at  a 


place  in  a  single  day,  obtain  their  meals  and 
beds,  and  then  go  on.  This  is  a  considerable 
tax  upon  country  settlers,  and  I  consider  it 
unfair ;  and  i  think  that  such  homes  as  I  have 
indicated  should  be  provided  for  these  people. 
Also,  in  our  large  centres  we  have  a  number  of 
men  who  will  not  work.  A  gentleman  in 
Christchuroh  some  time  ago  told  me  that  he 
went  up  to  one  of  these  men  who  was  stand- 
ing at  the  comer  of  the  street,  and  said 
to  him,  "  Do  you  want  work  ?  "  and  the  meoi 
replied,  "Yes."  "Very  well,"  said  my  friend, 
"  I  will  give  you  work  for  a  fortnight  in  my 
garden  at  7s.  a  day.  Will  you  accept  it?" 
Whereupon  the  man  said,  "I  will  think  over 
it" ;  and  two  hours  afterwards  this  man  came 
to  this  gentleman's  office,  bringing  with  him  a 
stalwart  man,  and  he  said,  "  Well,  here  is  a 
man  who  is  prepared  to  do  the  work."  "  But 
that  is  not  the  question,"  said  the  gentleman. 
"  Are  you  willing  to  do  the  work  ?  "  "  Well," 
he  said,  "  I  would  rather  not."  Well,  Sir,  I 
say  that  those  men  who  stand  at  the  street  cor- 
ners wasting  their  labour,  which,  if  employed, 
is  the  chief  factor  in  wealth — those  men  should 
be  sent  to  such  State  farms,  so  that  their 
labour  might  be  productive,  and  thereby  give 
to  the  State  a  quid  pro  quo  for  their  main- 
tenance. I  do  not  wish  to  see  them  treated 
harshly;  but  I  would  place  them  on  State 
farms,  to  be  connected  as  a  depot  with  the 
various  farming  centres  of  the  colony ;  and  that 
farmers  requiring  hands  could  apply  for  them, 
and  thus  remunerative  employment  found  for 
them.  All  should  be  made  to  work.  I  do  not 
now  refer  to  the  honest,  hardworking  man,  but 
to  that  class  of  men  who  loaf  on  their  fellow- 
men.  There  are  other  questions  I  should  like 
to  see  dealt  with  by  the  Government— for  in- 
stance the  decentralisation  of  the  charitable 
aid,  the  question  of  local  government,  the  re- 
form  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  also  the 
question  of  procuring  markets  for  our  produce 
outside  New  Zealand— but  my  time  is  up. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa).  — Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  accused  the  Opposition  of  wasting  time 
by  moving  motions  of  want  of  confidence. 
Does  not  the  honourable  gentleman  realise 
that  it  is  not  the  Opposition,  but  the  Govern- 
ment, who  have  made  these  motions  want-of- 
confidence  motions  ?  Does  he  not  realise  that 
the  Government  are  afraid  of  the  hontyirable 
member  for  Ashley,  perhaps,  taking  a  walk  over 
to  the  Opposition,  under  whose  auspices  he  be- 
came a  member  of  this  House  in  the  first 
instance  ?  The  honourable  member  will  per- 
haps now  realise  why  the  Government  on  each 
and  every  occasion  make  any  motion  proposed 
by  this  side  of  the  House  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence.  The  Government,  it  ia 
well  faiown,  have  for  a  long  time  been  very 
uneasy.  Caucuses  have  been  held  from  time 
to  time  to  harden  up  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  are  not  too  faithful  supporters;  8aid  it 
would  be  much  more  to  the  credit  of  the  Go- 
vernment if  they  did  not  make  every  averse 
motion  proposed  by  this  side  of  the  ubuse. 
a  question  of  want  of  confidence.    Now,  Bir» 
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turning  to  the  subject  that  is  more  imme- 
diately before  the  House,  the  debate  on  the 
Financial  Statement  commenced  with  an 
amendment  moved  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  that  amendment  was  designated  a 
trick  of  the  Opposition 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BUGHAKAN.— '*  Hear,  hear."  says  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  but  if  there  was 
any  trick  in  the  motion— which  I  deny — who 
set  the  example  ?  The  Hon.  the  Premier,  who 
charged  the  Opposition  with  a  wish  to  prolong 
the  financial  debate,  with  the  result  that  the 
railway  employes  recently  discharged  by  the 
Government  could  not  be  re- employed  until 
supply  was  granted.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  really  siucere  in  his  endeavour  to  get 
ways  and  means  to  employ  these  men,  whom 
he  tells  us  he  has  been  forced  to  throw  out  of 
employment,  why  did  he  not  bring  down  his 
Financial  Statement  as  former  Governments 
had  done — in  reasonable  time  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Because  you  have  -been 
blocking  the  business. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  enjoyed  the  largest  majority  of  any 
Government  that  has  sat  on  those  benches, 
and  he  charges  the  Opposition  with  block- 
ing the  business.  This  I  absolutely  deny. 
Now,  let  me  give  him  a  little  of  the  ancient 
history  he  has  treated  us  to  in  the  Financial 
Statement  by  giving  the  average  number  of 
days  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament  within 
which  the  Financial  Statement  has  been 
delivered  by  other  Governments.  From  1879  to 
1884  the  average  number  of  days  was  twenty ; 
under  the  Stout-Vogel  Government,  from  1884 
to  1887,  eighteen  days;  under  the  Atkinson 
Government,  from  1887  to  1891,  eighteen  days ; 
under  the  Ballance  Government,  from  1891  to 
1898,  the  number  of  days  was  six.  Why  did  not 
the  Hon.  the  Premier  follow  the  example  of  his 
late  leader?  Under  the  Seddon  Government 
the  average  increased  to  twenty-eight  days,  and 
on  this  occasion  no  less  than  forty-seven  davs 
elapsed  before  the  Statement  was  brought 
down.  What  a  commentary  on  the  honourable 
gentleman's  simulated  desire  to  see  unemployed 
men  at  work  again,  and  trucks  and  rolling- 
stock  provided,  so  that  settlers  should  not 
suffer  the  losses  and  embarrassments  of  the  last 
grain  season !  It  is  also  well  to  put  on  record 
particulars  of  the  time  at  which  the  Public 
Works  Statement  has  been  presented  to  the 
House  in  past  years.  From  1879  to  1884  it  was 
brought  down  on  an  average  forty-seven  days 
before  the  closing  of  Parliament.  For  the 
next  period,  from  1884  to  1887,  under  the  Stout- 
Vogel  Government,  thirty-three  days.  Under 
the  Atkinson  Government— from  1887  to  1891— 
twenty-nine  days,  and  under  the  Ballance 
Government  we  had  sixteen  days.  Under  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  Government  we 
were  reduced  to  twelve  days — in  fact,  last 
session  we  had  onlv  seven  days,  and  we  were 
actually  told  that  the  time  was  ample  for  con- 
sideration of  the  Public  Works  Statement  and 
estimates.  When  are  we  to  have  the  Public 
Works  Statement  this  session  ?  If  the  leader  of 
Mr,  Buchanan 


the  Opposition  follows  my  advice  he  will  see  that 
before  the  estimates  are  passed  this  House  is 
not  again  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  lui 
year,  and  get  only  seven  days  before  the  closing 
of  the  session  for  such  important  business. 
Now,  the  fact  that  this  is  a  short  FinanoUJ 
Statement  is  supposed  to  curtail  debate.  Pos- 
sibly it  might  have  had  that  effect ;  bat  the 
Premier,  as  usual,  could  not  restrain  himaeU 
when  the  opportunity  offered  of  makinc  a 
second  Financial  Statement  by  following  what 
I  consider  to  have  been  a  very  unfortunate  ex- 
ample set  in  1895  by  his  late  Treasurer,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Ward.  He  got  up  in  his  place  and  simi- 
larly gave  us  a  second  Financial  Statement  in 
a  manner  which  altogether  prevented  this  side 
of  the  House  from  being  able  to  criticize  it,  be- 
cause we  had  masses  of  figures  hurled  at  ub 
which  were  impossible  to  understand,  and  f^bey 
therefore  go  before  the  country  in  Hansard  nn- 
contnidicted.  The  importance  of  the  finance 
of  the  country  is  shown  by  the  oorrespondence 
laid  on  the  table  of  this  House  between  the 
Treasury  and  the  Auditor-General  in  regard  to 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  £96,528.  On  the  29ih 
June  last  the  Auditor  wrote  as  follows  :— 

"Before  there  is  an  appropriation  for  pay- 
ments after  the  SOth  June,  it  would  not  only  be 
unlawful  to  issue  the  money  required  for  snob 
payments,  but  also  unlawful  for  any  imprestee 
to  make  them.  The  amount  of  the  (impreet) 
requisition  should  therefore  be  reduced  by  so 
much  as  is  not  required  for  the  payment  to  be 
made  before  the  SOth  June,  and  to  be  charged 
to  the  expended  appropriation  for  '  Mines,  Mis- 
cellaneous.'" 

This  was  the  requisition  from  the  Mines 
Department.    Then  he  goes  on  to  say,— 

*'An  imprest  requisition  for  the  issue  of 
money  to  be  used  for  payments  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  is  not  made  in  accordance 
with  law  when  the  intention  is  that  the  money 
shall  not  be  applied  exclusively  to  payments 
chargeable  to  the  vote  to  which  the  imprest 
requisition  is  charged ;  but  it  would  be  a  much 
more  serious  irregularity  to  make,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  obtaining  for  payments  charged  on  the 
Public  Works  Fund  a  requisition  which  should 
be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  thos 
purport  to  be  for  payments  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund." 

Now,  the  amount  involved  in  this  correspond- 
ence, as  I  have  said,  amounts  to  £96,528,  and 
how  did  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
get  over  the  dimoulty  of  paying  moneys  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Auditor  Generskl,  it  was 
illegal  to  pay  ?  The  Governor  in  Council  (which 
means  the  Government)  issued  an  Order  in 
Council,  and  by  that  means  got  authority  to 
pay  this  large  sum  of  money.  That  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Railways  Department,  the  largest 
department  under  Government  control,  and  also 
the  Lands  Department,  are  not  audited  by  the 
Auditor-General  is  serious  enough,  but  there  is 
still  more  substantial  reason  for  alskrm  to  find 
that  whatever  Government  may  be  upon  those 
benches  can  by  Order  in  Gooncil  get  round 
even  the  Auditor-Gkneral,  and  get  a  oertifloato 
to  pay  such  enormous  sums  of  money  as  that 
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onteide  Ihe  law,  I  hope  an  alteration  will  be 
inaiflted  upon,  and  that  the  amendment  will 
tnolade  one  empowering  the  Auditor-General 
to  give  returns  approved  of  by  Mr.  Speaker,  so 
as  to  give  information  to  members  of  this 
Hcmse  and  the  country  which  is  now  denied 
them  by  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  those 
benches.  Now,  I  wish  to  say  something  about 
the  surplus,  and  how  long  ago  the  Premier  dis- 
ooverea  a  way  in  which  surpluses  could  be 
manufactured.  Speaking  at  JNapier,  in  18dd, 
he  is  reported  as  follows  by  one  journal : — 

**  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  management  of 
railways  by  Commissioners  had  not  been  a  suc- 
cess. It  was  said  there  was  a  railway  surplus 
this  year,  but  that  was  really  easily  done  by 
underrating  revenue,  and  it  was  no  argument 
to  say  that  because  there  was  a  railway  surplus 
the  management  was  satisfactory.'* 

According  to  the  other  journal  he  said, — 

**  We  are  told  that  the  management  of  the 
railways  under  the  Commissioners  has  been  so 
euocessful  as  to  warrant  the  colony  in  continu- 
ing (hem  in  that  position.  There  is  a  surplus, 
they  say,  over  the  estimates ;  but  this  is  easily 
«nouffh  done  by  makirg  the  estimated  receipts 
very  low,  and  the  returns  will  show  a  surplus." 

Kow,  the  Premier  has  got  a  surplus,  and 
«omes  before  the  people  and  says,  ''Look  at 
the  way  we  manage."  Last  year's  Financial 
Statement  and  estimates  came  down  on  the 
12th  October,  after  the  revenue  returns  of  the 
HEst  six  months  of  the  year  were  in  ;  and  these 
revenue  returns  showed  an  increase  of  no 
less  them  £187,800  over  the  corresponding  re- 
turns of  the  previous  year ;  and  yet  the  Premier 
estimated  that  the  revenue  would,  on  the  Slst 
March  last,  be  £2,399  less  than  the  previous 
year.  Was  this  right  or  honest  ?  Did  he  take 
the  estimates  of  his  responsible  o£Qoers,  or  did 
he  simply  say,  "  I  am  going  to  show  what  a 
clever  financier  I  am  by  underestimating  in- 
come and  overrating  expenditure,  and  uien, 
when  the  actual  returns  come,  what  a 
wonderful  picture  of  prosperity  I  can  show  "? 
The  honourable  gentleman  asked  the  country 
to  expect  a  reduction  upon  every  item  except 
Customs.  On  stamps,  on  land-  and  income- 
taZf  beer  dutv,  railways,  registration-fees, 
marine,  miscellaneous,  land  revenue,  miscel- 
laneous, there  were  to  be  reduced  receipts 
from  all  these  items,  and  only  on  the  Customs 
was  there  an  estimated  increase  of  £61,000. 
The  actual  receipts  above  the  estimate  were 
as  foUows  on  the  several  items:  Customs, 
£56,251 ;  stamps,  £59,281 ;  land-  and  income- 
tax,  £17,496;  railways,  £95,571;  territorial, 
£18,296 ;  miscellaneous,  £18,848.  On  the 
date,  too,  the  Treasury  had  actually  received 
£61,000  in  excess  of  receipts  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  the  previous  year,  and  yet 
the  Premier  estimated  a  reduction  of  £12,140. 
That  is  financing  with  a  vengeance. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.^That  is  canny  Scotch 
financing. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Tou  can  call  it  Scotch, 
Irish,  or  English,  but  it  is  not  honest  finance 
to  put  what  they  know  to  be  actually  contrary 
to  the  truth  before  this  House  and  the  country. 


The  Oovemment  are  put  on  those  benches  to 
give  information  to  the  people,  and  not  to 
mislead  and  hoodwink  them  in  this  barefaced 
manner.  Then,  speaking  the  other  day,  the 
Premier  denied  that  the  increased  revenue  had 
arisen  from  the  amended  tarifi  of  1895,  and 
ascribed  it  to  the  mining  impetus,  the  fairly 
good  prices  of  produce,  the  increased  spending- 
power,  and  the  settling  of  the  people  on  the 
land.  Now,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
knows  very  well  that  mining  plant  carries 
but  a  low  duty,  and  that  little  of  the  in- 
crease came  from  there.  He  knows  very  well 
that  the  increase  in  Customs  comes  very 
largely  from  the  ffoods  under  the  head  of  ad 
vaiorenit  consumed  by  many  of  the  humblest 
of  the  population ;  and  that  is  the  reason  for 
the  honourable  gentleman's  refusal  to  give  in- 
formation to  the  House.  If  he  could  refute 
the  statements  that  have  been  made,  and  which 
I  now  repeat,  he  would  only  be  too  glad  to  give 
the  details.  Why  did  he  refuse  the  returns 
asked  for  by  Mr.  Hutchison  last  year  ?  Why 
has  he  refused  the  three  returns  asked  for  by 
that  honourable  gentleman  this  year?  And 
why  has  he  refused  the  returns  asked  for  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Awarua  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.--I  am  waiting  until  they 
settle  their  difierences. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  frequently  adopted  the  Fabian  tactics 
so  well  shown  in  the  familiar  picture  of  the  two 
farmers  pulling  at  each  end  of  the  cow,  while 
the  lawyer  smilingly  attends  to  the  milking. 
That  is  exactly  the  position  of  the  honourable 
gentleman :  he  sets  two  members  by  the  ears 
and  profits  while  they  fight.  The  officially 
audited  accounts  show  that  the  increase  of 
revenue  from  Customs  taxation  from  1891  to 

„  QQ  1895  was  only  £42,000,  while  from  the 
passing  of  the  tariff  at  the  latter  date 
up  to  the  Slst  March,  1898,  there  was  actually 
an  increase  of  £365,467.  The  Premier  will  find 
it  very  hard  to  convince  members  of  this  House, 
and  the  electors  throughout  the  colony,  that 
the  real  effect  of  that  tariff  was  not  to  greatly 
increase  the  taxation  of  the  people.  But  he 
gives  us  comfort  by  informing  us  that  the  colony 
is  in  such  a  very  prosperous  condition  that  all 
classes  of  the  community  are  able  with  ease 
to  pay  the  higher  taxation  levied  from  them 
under  the  great  Liberal  Oovemment.  I  am 
not  a  pessimist,  and  I  yield  to  no  man  in  my 
belief  that,  if  given  fair-play,  the  future  of  the 
country  is  assured ;  but  at  the  same  time,  New 
Zealand  has  in  the  past  gone  through  experi- 
ences which  should  teach  us  caution ;  and  when 
we  find  the  Premier,  the  man  to  whom  of  all 
others  we  should  look  for  information  and 
guidance,  informing  us  that  the  receipts 
nom  wool  for  the  year  ending  the  Slst 
March  last  show  an  increase  of  £52,000 
over  the  previous  year,  what  can  we  think 
of  him  as  a  ffuide,  when  every  practical  man 
must  know  that  for  the  coarser  description, 
which  comnrises  three-fourths  of  what  this 
country  produces,  the  price  has  certainly  fallen 
from  Id.  to  2d.  per  pound  ?  The  Customs  re- 
turns are  absolutely  no  guide  at  all  as  to  the 
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amoimt  which  finds  ito  way  into  the  pockets 
of  our  settlers,  unless  the  state  of  the  market 
from  time  to  time  is  taken  into  account.  1 
have  looked  at  the  returns  from  wool -ship- 
ments by  settlers  in  my  district,  and  they  are 
simply  deplorable.  In  some  cases  they  have 
touched — not  the  bed-rock  prices,  which  we 
were  so  confidently  told  a  few  years  ago  by  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward, 
we  had  reached — but,  I  regret  to  say,  a  much 
lower  point — possibly  for  coarse  wool  the  lowest 
ever  reached. 

Mr.  WARD.— What  year  was  that  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.^He  told  us  himself  in 
1894,  when  he  was  Colonial  Treasurer,  that  we 
had  reached  bed-rock  prices.  And  when  we 
realise  that  wool  stands  for  nearly  one-half  of 
our  total  exports  honourable  members  will 
realise  the  importance  of  what  I  state.  I  know 
the  popular  impression,  in  the  cities  especially, 
that  the  price  of  wool  matters  only  to  a  few  large 
runholders.  But  if  honourable  members  look 
at  the  sheep  returns  they  will  realise  in  the 
enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  small 
wool-growers  year  by  year  that  the  farmer 
reckons  the  sheep  amongst  his  best  friends. 
Estimating  a  fall  of,  say,  l^d.  per  pound  on  the 
wool  of  fifteen  millions  of  our  sneep,  and  a 
rise  of  a  similar  amount  on  the  finer  wool 
from  the  remaining  five  millions,  the  loss 
to  the  colony  cannot  be  far  short  of  half  a 
million  on  the  season's  output.  Then,  with 
regard  to  frozen  meat,  which  also  is  an  import- 
ant item  in  the  value  of  our  exports,  I  am 
aorry  to  say  the  outlook  is  not  at  i^l  a  hopeful 
one,  because  we  have  all  parts  of  the  world 
pouring  their  meat  into  the  English  market, 
and  the  prospect  is  consequently  an  indiffer- 
ent one.  Dairy  produce  is  also  steadily  fall- 
ing in  value,  and  I  am  certain  that  unless 
something  happens  which  we  have  no  right 
to  expect  our  settlers  will  have  to  face  any- 
thing but  a  bright  prospect.  The  Premier, 
when  in  England  last  year,  was  reported  to  have 
stated  that  our  gold  export  for  this  current  year 
would  certainly  reach  not  less  than  a  million 
and  a  half.  What  are  the  figures  of  previous 
years  ?  For  the  year  ending  81st  March,  1896, 
the  value  of  gold  exported  was  £1,196,059  ;  for 
the  vear  ending  81st  March,  1897,  £1,016.302— 
a  substantial  reduction  ;  and  for  the  year  end- 
ing 81st  March  last  it  had  shrunk  still  further 
to  £976,199.  I  am,  of  course,  quite  aware  that 
other  feictors  have  to  be  considered,  but  what  I 
have  stated  warns  us  to  look  to  the  future  with 
a  considerable  amount  of  caution.  The  Pre- 
mier, in  his  Statement,  justifies  the  increased 
taxation,  and  has  also  made  the  assertion  that  if 
wo  have  the  money  from  taxation  it  is  quite 
right  to  spend  it  on  reproductive  works.  There 
I  challenge  him  at  once,  and  in  his  Statement 
he  practically  contradicts  himself  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  :— 

**  It  is  contended — and  with  some  force— that 
we  should  not  burden  those  now  in  the  colony 
with  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  railways, 
main  arterial  roads  to  open  up  land  for  settle- 
ment, together  with  works  of  a  national  and 
permanent  character,  lasting  for  all  time  and 
Mr,  Buchanan 


being  for  the  benefit  of  future  generatiQiis," 
et  cetera. 

In  that  I  entirely  agree  with  him.  We  are 
not  justified  in  putting  extra  taxation  on  the 
people  for  the  building  of  railways  and  other 
similarly  permanent  works;  and  yet  the  pre- 
sent Government  must  admit  that  they  hkve 
been  doing  so  for  several  years  past.  When 
the  class  of  public  works  is  such  that  they  are 
in  everyday  use  for  the  purpose  of  the  people 
as  a  whole,  I  think  taxation  should  beac  a 
share  of  their  cost.  When  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  office  in  1891  the  then  Premier, 
Mr.  Ballanoe,  made  use  of  the  following  wordis : 
"  If  we  are  to  maintain  our  credit  and  financial 
independence  borrowing  in  the  English  market 
must  cease."  Well,  since  that  the  debt  of  the 
colony  has  increased  by  no  less  than  £6,722,863, 
and  the  Premier,  in  speaking  on  the  financial 
debate,  told  us  that  we  had  increased  onr  debt 
per  head  of  the  population  by  only  4d.  That 
IS  also  wrong,  because  onr  debt  per  head  on 
the  dlst  March,  1891,  was  £59  12s.,  and  on  the 
dlst  March  last  it  was  £60  9s.,  while  the  Pre- 
mier's statement  was  that  in  1890  it  was 
£60  4s.  8d.,  as  against  £60  5s.  in  1897.  Why 
will  he  discredit  himself  by  quoting  figures 
unfairly,  instead  of  quoting  the  latest  figures 
that  are  available  to  him  just  as  they  are  to 
me? 

An  Hon.  Mwwbbb. — So  do  you. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  quoting  the  latest 
figures  to  the  31st  of  March  last.  Our  Customs 
taxation  per  head  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
December,  1895  was  £2  68.  9d.,  and  for  the 
period  ending  the  81st  March  last  £2  128.  lOd., 
or  an  increase  of  6s.  Id.  per  head.  Now,  have 
our  traders  been  making  additional  profits? 
Has  our  working  population  been  getting  better 
wages  ?  Have  our  settlers  been  getting  hi^er 
prices  for  their  produce  ?  Have  our  people  all 
round  been  making  more  money,  so  as  to  bear 
the  increased  taxation  of  6s.  Id.  per  head, 
which  we  must  remember  has  fallen  upon  every 
man,  woman,  and  child,  and  not  simply  upon 
the  workers  of  the  colony,  because  if  we  reckon 
it  on  the  workers  alone — as,  indeed,  we  should 
—it  would  amount  to  very  little  if  anything 
short  of  £1  5s.  per  head  per  annum  ?  I  am 
sure  no  honourable  member  on  either  side  of 
the  House  will  tell  me  that  the  earnings  of  the 
people  of  this  colony  have  been  such  as  to 
justifiy  the  increased  taxation  heaped  upon 
them  by  the  present  Government.  I  wish  also 
to  make  a  comparison  of  our  position  with  that 
of  the  other  colonies.  Queensland  is  the  only 
colony  in  which  the  Customs  taxation  ap- 
proaches that  of  this  colony,  the  amount  being 
£2  10s.  5d.  per  head  ;  but  we  are  19s.  7d.  per 
head  higher  than  New  South  Wales,  £1  8s.  9d. 
higher  than  Victoria,  £1  4s.  2d.  higher  than 
South  Australia,  and  Ifis.  lOd.  higher  than 
Tasmania. 

Mr.  WABD.— Does  that  include  Advanoee  to 
Settlers  loans  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No ;  I  am  dealing  solely 
with  the  Customs  taxation  per  head.  And  the 
Premier,  not  contented  with  the  present  posi- 
tion, intends  heaping  further  deot  upon  us. 
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Interviewed  by  the  Lyttelton  Times  last  Maroh, 
he  is  reported  to  have  said  as  follows : — 

'*  If  we  rely  solely  on  the  Consolidated  Fund 
the  railway-work  will  not  be  completed  within 
the  next  twenty  or  thirty  years.  Tbis  would 
make  a  total  of  two  millions,  which  might  be 
spread  over  three  years." 

Now,  this  was  simply  a  pilot  balloon  to  as- 
certain whether  the  electors  of  the  colony 
would  support  him  in  a  fresh  railway  borrowing 
scheme,  ay  the  time  he  reached  Balolutha  he 
had  changed  his  tune  altogether,  and  spoke  as 
follows  at  a  public  meeting  there:  "He  said 
distinctly  he  was  not  going  to  commit  the 
colony  to  a  borrowing  policy."  And  now  we 
have  before  us  borrowing  proposals  amounting 
to  £700,000— one  more  proof,  if  any  were  needed, 
that  no  reliance  whatever  can  be  placed  op  his 
statements.  The  Premier,  on  Tuesday  last,  told 
us  that  he  was  ne^r  wrong  in  his  life.  I  wish 
he  was  present,  because 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  is  here. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Well,  I  wish  him  to  take 
particular  notice  of  this :  He  is  reported  in  the 
Lyttelton  Times  to  have  stated  as  follows  to  a 
public  audience  in  Christchurch,  and  I  was  pre- 
sent myself  on  the  occasion  : — 

"  When  the  present  Government  took  office 
the  interest-charge  stood,  in  round  figures,  at 
£1,800,000 ;  now  it  was  £1,700,000,  the  actual 
saving  being  £116,000  a  year.  If  they  took  into 
account  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  preference 
shares  and  the  Consols  they  would  need  to 
take  in  another  £61,000,  which  would  bring 
the  saving  to  nearly  £178,000  a  year.  If  this 
was  not  sound  finance  he  did  not  know  what 
was." 

If  honourable  members  will  only  look  up  the 
Public  Accounts  they  will  find  the  real  facts  to 
be  that,  making  allowance  for  the  change  made 
in  paying  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the 
drawing  loan  of  1867,  we  paid  in  interest  and 
sinking  fund  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1891,  only  £1,621,697,  as  against  £1.741,413  for 
the  'year  ending  31st  March,  1898.  In  other 
words,  the  payments  under  this  head  have  in- 
creased by  £119,717,  instead  of  decreasing  by 
£178,000,  as'  stated  by  the  Premier;  and  I  chal- 
lenge him  to  disprove  the  statement  I  have  just 
now  made.  Now,  what  can  honourable  mem- 
bers make  of  the  Premier  and  Treasurer  of  the 
colony,  knowing  all  thestf  facts  just  as  well  as  I  do, 
and  yet  making  statements  before  a  public  audi- 
ence which  he  knew  to  be  absolutely  contrarv  to 
fact.  Similarly  a  few  days  ago,  with  regard  to 
the  £69,600  of  accretions  to  sinking  funds  that 
were  brought  to  credit  last  year,  he  said  the 
law  allowing  this  to  be  done  had  been  passed 
by  a  Conservative  Government.  No  one  knew 
better  than  he  that  the  Act  authorising  this 
was  passed  by  the  StoutVogel  Government  in 
1884,  and  that  the  so-called  Conservative  Gh>- 
vernment  then  in  opposition  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  The  other  evening,  in  fact,  he  wished 
the  House  practically  to  believe  that  he  would 
rather  not  take  these  sinking  funds.  Does  the 
honourable  gentleman  imagine  that  the  House 
and  the  country  forgets  his  seizure  of  the  sink- 
ing funds  of  the  local  bodies  to  the  amount  of 


£125,000,  absolutely  against  the  law,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  most  competent  authori- 
ties ?  And  if  he  really  desires  to  relinquish  these 
sinking  funds  he  should  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  the  then  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ward,  who  in  his  Financial  Statement  of  1893^ 
said  as  follows : — 

'*  The  question  of  the  extinction  of  our  loans 
has  given  us  much  concern.  The  time  is  ap- 
proaching when,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  add  to- 
the  stability  of  the  colony  and  place  it  in  the 
forefront  of  any  colony  in  the  world  if  we 
would  resolve  to  make  a  moderate  sacrifice  in 
providing  with  our  annual  interest  a  small  pay- 
ment to  enable  the  loan  to  be  extinguished 
within  a  reasonable  period  upon  a  system  some- 
what similar  to  that  which  is  now  applied  to 
our  loans  to  local  bodies." 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. —  "  Hear,  hear,"  the 
honourable  gentleman  says.  Now,  the  pre- 
sent Colonial  Treasurer  says  he  has  a  large 
surplus.  Why,  then,  does  he  not  inaugurate 
a  system  of  sinking  funds  ?  If  he  will  not  re- 
duce the  heavy  Customs  duties  he  has  im- 
posed, why  does  he  not  enable  us  to  reduce 
our  loans  as  proposed  by  his  late  Colonial 
Treasurer,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward  ?  Now  I  come 
to  the  famous  misleading  table  in  the  Financial 
Statement,  which  I  propose  to  deal  with  very 
shortly  indeed,  because  it  has  already  been 
ably  dealt  with  by  honourable  members  who 
have  preceded  me.  In  that  table  the  late  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  is  put  down  on  four  occa- 
sions for  a  surplus  and  on  six  for  a  deficit. 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  is  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
ledger  every  time,  with  nine  deficits  altogether ; 
the  late  Mr.  Ballemce  has  two  of  each ;  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ward  is  credited  with  three  sur- 
pluses ;  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Seddon  is  down  for 
two.  Now,  why  did  the  Premier  wish  to  cast 
opprobrium  upon  public  men  who  were  his  own 
political  friends,  and  whom  he  in  his  earlier 
days  supported  ?  Why  should  he  have  thus 
cast  discredit  upon  Sir  Julius  Vogel  and  on  the 
late  Mr.  Ballance  ?  I  leave  him  to  answer  my 
question.  With  regard  to  the  late  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson,  what  more  ungenerous  conduct  could 
any  man  have  been  guilty  of  than  to  have  put 
a  footnote  to  the  surplus  of  £4,745,  which  is 
shown  for  the  year  1888,  as  follows  :  *'  A  de- 
ficit of  £395,255  was  also  wiped  out  by  the 
conversion  of  £400,000  of  Treasury  bills  inta 
permanent  debt.  The  surplus  of  £4,745  is 
simply  loan-money."  No  one  knew  better 
than  the  Hon.  the  Premier  that  when  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  came  into  office  late  in  1887 
he  inherited  a  deficit  left  by  the  Stout- 
Vogel Government,  which  had  preceded  him, 
of  no  less  than  £528,000,  and  that  £400,000  of 
that  deficit  had  to  be  put  into  the  perma- 
nent debt,  while  the  balance— £128,000— was 
grovided  for  by  a  special  percentage  on  the 
lustoms  revenue.  Why  did  he  not  explain 
this  in  a  footnote,  as  he  did  with  regard  to- 
other matters  in  that  table?  Equally  un- 
generous  was  the  Premier  when,  without  any 
explanation  whatever,  he  set  down  the  credit 
balance  of  £143,965  to  the  name  of  the  late. 
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Mr.  Ballance  in  1891.  He  musk  have  known 
—of  oonrse  he  did— that  before  Sir  Harry  At- 
kinson went  oat  of  offioe  he  laid  on  the  table 
of  this  House  a  balanoe-sbeet  two  months 
before  the  end  of  the  finanoial  year,  showing 
a  snrplufl,  whioh  was  praotioallv  the  same  as 
that  afterwards  laid  on  the  table  by  the  late  Mr. 
Ballance.  It  woald  have  been  nothing  more 
than  generous  for  the  Premier  to  have  explained 
this.  But,  no,  he  tried  to  oast  discredit  on 
friend  and  foe  alike,  and  selfishly  take  to  him- 
self a  credit  which  he  could  in  no  possible 
way  fairly  claim.  In  excusing  the  levying  of 
such  heavy  taxation  on  the  people  and  the 
oayment  of  £1,830,000  out  of  revenue  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund,  he  told  us  in  his  Financial 
Statement  that  to  the  taxpayer  this  was  an 
^actual  saving  in  interest  of  £46,550 :  in  other 
words,  if  the  £1,880,000  had  been  borrowed  at 
8^  per  cent,  the  taxpayers  would  now  be  pav- 
ing that  amount  of  interest.  The  real  light 
from  whioh  to  view  the  transaction  is  this: 
The  taxpayer  has  been  compelled  to  part  with 
£1,880,000  which  was  worth  at  least  6  per  cent, 
to  him,  but  he  has  been  saved  the  8  or  8^  per 
cent,  which  he  would  have  had  to  pay  had  the 
•Government  borrowed  the  money  for  public 
works.  The  following  table  will  show  how 
much  the  settler  has  lost  on  the  transaction 
at  the  difference  of  8  per  cent,  and  2^  per  cent, 
respectively : — 

Interest  on  PaymenU  from  ConsolidaUd  Fund 
into  Public  Works  Fund, 


1891-92.  £80,000  for  6  years 
1692-98.  £200,000  for  5  years 
1898-94.  £250,000  for  4  years 
1894-95.  £250,000  for  8  years 
1895-96.  £150,000  for  2  years 
1896-97.  £150,000  for  1  year 
1897-98.  £300,000  for  6  months 


£105,900  £88,250 
I  have  thus  shown  that  the  taxpayer  has  lost 
heavily,  instead  of  gaining  £46,550,  as  the  Pre- 
mier stated. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  that  had  been  saved,  would 
you  have  bad  your  roads  and  bridges  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
-man  could  have  borrowed  the  money  at  8  per 
cent,  and  saved  the  settlers  what  I  have  stated, 
and  he  himself  acknowledges  in  his  Finsbnoial 
Statement  that  railways  and  permanent  works 
should  not  be  constructed  out  of  surplus 
revenue.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  as  to  the  Piu>lic 
Works  Fund,  the  credit  balance  of  which  on 
the  8Ist  March,  1897,  was  £1,192,085.  During 
last  financial  year  £865,548  of  that  was  spent, 
leaving  a  balance  of  £826,492.  The  Premier 
anticipates  being  able  to  pay  £850,000  to  the 
credit  of  the  fund  this  year  out  of  last  year's 
surplus  revenue,  and.  if  we  further  add  the 
half-million  he  proposes  to  borrow,  he  will  have 
funds  for  the  current  year  to  the  amount  of 
£1,176,492.  Now,  if  we  estimave  that  the  ex- 
penditure during  the  current  year  is  to  be 
on  the  same  scale  as  last,  the  honourable 
Mr.  Buchanan 


Sper 

Cent. 

as?^ 

& 

M 

5,400 

4,500 

80,000 

26,000 

80.000 

25.000 

22,500 

18,750 

9,000 

7,000 

4,500 

8,750 

as     4,500 

8,750 

gentleman  will  have  only  £810,949  left  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  Slst  March  next,  and, 
seeing  that  the  liabilities  on  the  Slst  Mardi 
last  amounted  to  £894,000,  by  this  time 
next  year  all  his  available  funds  will  have 
been  expended.  Out  of  what  source,  then,  is 
he  to  keep  the  Public  Works  Fund  in  a  solvent 
state?  The  answer  necessarily  is  that  he 
must  borrow,  as  he  has  been  doing  in  the 
past,  and  still  further  increase  the  debt  of 
the  colony.  Now,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  question  of  the  railways.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Geraldine  told  us  that  we 
could  not  flatter  the  Railway  Department  too 
much.  Well,  Sir,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
detracting  from  the  management  of  the  rail- 
ways,  but  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  members  on 
this  side  to  give  it  a  fair  amount  of  criticism. 
The  Hon.  the  Minister  might,  in  his  Railways 
Statement,  have  told  us  that  the  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  sheep  carried,  and  which  in- 
creased the  railway  revenue  to  such  an  extent, 
was  at  the  expense  of  the  Canterbury  settlers, 
who  were  compelled  by  the  drought  to  freeie 
or  boil  down  their  sheep,  because,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  sheep  returns,  the  South  Island 
is  412,000  sheep  short  of  the  number  of  the 
previous  year. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— What  have  I  got  to  do  witti 
that? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man asks  what  he  has  got  to  do  with  that. 
He  has  this  to  do  with  it :  that  he  should  not 
congratulate  the  country  as  he  has  done  upon 
an  increase  of  railway  revenue  from  a  cause 
which  means  disaster  to  many  a  farmer.  I 
also  wish  to  point  out  to  the  House  that  when 
he  made  his  estimate  of  revenue  last  year,  in 
September,  he  had  then  received  £61,000  more 
than  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the 
previous  year,  and  yet  he  estimated  there 
would  be  a  fall  in  receipts  of  £12,140  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  He  has  also  the 
audacity  to  tell  us  that  this  was  the  estimate  of 
his  officers ;  but  I  venture  to  say  he  will  not  get 
up  in  this  House  and  say  that  such  an  estimate 
was  ever  made  by  the  officers  of  his  depart- 
ment. Then,  he  proceeds  to  tell  tzs  that  the 
earnings  were  £8  4s.  lOd.  for  the  year,  as  against 
£8  8s  lOd.  for  the  previous  year,  at  the  same 
time  admitting  that  £15,600  out  of  borrowed 
money  was  expended  on  rolling-stock  and  per- 
manent-way, m eluding  such  items  as  a  bridge 
at  Napier,  £1,868 ;  bridge  at  Rangitikei,  £3,390 ; 
extension  of  goods-shed  at  Kumara,  £63  198. 
lOd.    Now,  imagine  an  English  railway  com* 

Sany  borrowing  money  for  expenditure  of  that 
escription  instead  of  taking  it  out  of  working- 
expenses.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in  hu 
Statement,  goes  on  as  follows  :— 

**  The  Government  has  recognised  that,  in  a 
large  undertaking  such  as  the  New  Zealand 
State  railways,  ample  provision  at  the  cost  of 
working-expenses  should  be  made  for  deprecia- 
tion, and,  with  this  object  in  view,  is  regulariy 
expending  large  sums,  charged  to  working* 
expenses,  for  renewals  of  permanent- way,  struc- 
tures, and  rolling-stock,  so  that  the  people's  pro- 
perty is  in  as  good  a  condition  to-day  as  it  was 
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three  years  ago,  whilst  daring  that  period  eighty- 
five  miles  of  light  lines  have  been  greatly  im- 
proved by  relaying  eighty-one  miles  of  40  lb. 
road  with  58  lb.  and  56  lb.  rails,  &c.  In  addition, 
-  £87,989  have  been  debited  to  working-expenses 
for  new  work  fairly  chargeable  to  capital." 

He  goes  on  to  say,  "The  expenditure  per 
mile  of  permanent-way  is:  1894-95,  £188-57; 
1897-98,  £160-58:  increase,  £21-96." 

The  explanation  of  the  increased  expenditure 
he  gives  as  follows  :— 

"  The  increased  rate  per  mile  is  attributable 
to  the  inoeasing  age  of  the  lines  and  the  less 
generous  expenditure  of  the  past,  and  is  a  com- 
plete answer  to  the  statements  appearing  from 
time  to  time  that  our  railways  are  being  starved 
in  order  to  create  a  surplus  for  the  time  being." 

Why,  one  would  imagine  that  the  Bailway 
Oommifisioners,  the  honourable  gentleman's 
predecessors,  did  not  also  expend  still  more 
largely  from  earnings  on  the  permanent-way. 
If  &e  honourable  gentleman  looks  to  the  suc- 
cessive reports  of  those  gentlemen  he  will  see 
that  this  was  so.  I  quote  from  the  Bailway 
Gommissioners'  Beport  of  1894  : — 

"  Many  additions  and  valuable  improvements 
have  been  effected  during  the  past  nve  years  at 
the  cost  of  working-expenses,  the  benefit  of 
which  is  felt  not  only  by  the  locomotive  de- 
partment, but  by  the  railways  as  a  whole. 

"  Considerable  improvements  have  been  car- 
ried out,  as  under,  during  the  past  five  years : 
Improvements  in  grades  and  curves  of  the 
railway ;  extensions  of  sidings  ;  river  and  fore- 
shore protective  works ;  a  number  of  bridges 
and  culverts  originally  constructed  of  soft 
woods  have  been  more  permanently  recon- 
structed in  masonry,  iron,  and  hardwood  tim- 
bers ;  footbridges  and  road- approaches ;  level 
crossings  and  cattle-stops;  improvements  to 
water-services ;  additional  station  •  buildings 
and  dwelling  -  houses  ;  additions  to  station- 
buildings  and  dwellings ;  replacing  timber  plat- 
forms with  solid  ones  having  concrete  fronts 
and  asphalt  surface ;  cattle-yards ;  additions 
to  workshops;  overhead  travelling  cranes  in 
goods-sheds  and  workshops;  grain-lifting  ap- 
pliances ;  wharf  extensions;  purchase  of  addi- 
tional land  for  stations  and  ballasting  pur- 
poses; miscellaneous.  These  have  all  been 
done  out  of  working-expenses,  to  the  aggregate 
value  of  about  £74,000." 

And  similarly  with  regard  to  reductions  in 
freights,  et  cetera.  Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man not  know— I  am  sure  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Oetaldine  did  not— that  there  is  a  return 
—D.-15,  Appendices  of  1893,  and  D.-24  in  1892 
—  showing  large  reductions  on  almost  every 
class  of  g(x>ds  carried  on  our  railways?  And  if 
a  comparison  be  made  between  the  present 
management  and  that  of  the  Bailway  Com- 
missioners it  will  be  found  that  a  very  much 
larger  proportion  of  the  repairs  of  maintenance 
was  taken  by  the  Commissioners  out  of  revenue 
than  has  been  the  case  under  the  Gk>vernment. 
Then,  there  is  another  paragraph  in  this  year's 
Bailway  Beport  which  I  must  read  :— 

« I  am  pleased  to  be  able  once  more  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  extreme  care  exercised  by  the 


staff  in  the  working  of  the  traffic  with  safety* 
The  remarkable  reputation  enjoyed  by  our  rail- 
ways throughout  the  world  for  safe  working 
is  a  matter  for  sincere  congratulation,  and 
reflects  great  credit  upon  the  management." 

Sir,  I  make  this  assertion :  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  steadily  neglecting  the  fences 
on  our  lines  of  railway,  with  the  result  that- 
stock  are  being  run  over,  and  we  may  any  day 
be  shocked  by  a  serious  loss  of  Ufe.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  that  the  Bail- 
way  Department,  in  most  cases,  put  up  the 
fences  originally,  and  he  now  disclaims  all 
responsibility  for  these  fences,  and,  as  a 
result,  we  hear  of  stock  wandering  on  t& 
the  lines  continually,  and  the  unfortunate 
owners  are  taken  before  the  Magistrate  and 
fined.  A  case  occurred  a  little  above  Master- 
ton  a  short  time  ago  where  a  bullock  wa» 
run  over.  The  fences  along  the  line  through 
the  property  of  the  owner  were  originally 
erected  by  the  department,  and  the  few 
repairs  that  have  been  made  in  the  course  of 
years  were  done  by  the  department.  The 
owner  of  the  land  has  never  been  called  upon 
to  repair  the  fences;  and  yet  the  honourable 
gentleman,  in  a  letter  which  I  have  in 
my  possession,  disclaims  all  responsibility 
for  these  fences,  and,  consequently,  for  the 
safety  of  the  public  travelling  on  the  line. 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  about  land-settle- 
ment. In  the  report  of  the  department  the- 
Minister  of  Lands  says,  "  The  true  test  of  land- 
settlement  is,  Are  the  people  spreading  out  into- 
the  virgin  lands  year  by  year?  "  Well,  take  the 
year's  account  of  settlement  on  the  one  hand 
and  forfeitures  on  the  other.  I  regret  to  say 
the  position  is  not  at  all  encouraging.  I  know 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  does  his  best  to 
extend  settlement  in  every  direction.  He  has 
expended  large  sums  in  purchasing  land,  and 
in  reading  it,  but  the  results  are  not  at  all  what 
we  should  like  to  see.  For  the  year  ending 
81st  March  last  the  total  number  of  selectore 
under  the  different  tenures  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  forfeitures  and  surrenders  on  the  other 
are  given  in  the  following  table,  which  speaks 
for  itself.  The  table  does  not  include  Cheviot 
or  lands  purchased  for  settlement : — 

Holdings  selected,  forfeited,  and  surrendered — 
Year  ending  31st  March,  1898, 

Selected.  J^i. 
Cash          ..            ..          •  ..       264  5* 
Perpetual  lease       . .             . .          2  48 
Bight  of  purchase  ..             ..880  66 
Lease  in  perpetuity              . .       299  78 
Agricultural  lease                             5  1 
Occupation  lease  (mining)    . .        28  8 
Village  settlement- 
Cash                     ..             ..          2  4t 
Bight  of  purchase                         2  8 
Lease  in  perpetuity           . .        87  88 
Village  •  homestead       special 

settlement           ..            ..          7  16 
Special  -  settlement    associa- 
tions     ..                           ..          5  170 
Improved  farm                               77  144 
Small  grazing-runs               . .        52  8 
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Paatoral  runs 

..       188 

46 

MisoellaneouB 

leases 

and 

lioenses . . 

..      327 

0 

1,670 

680 

Deduct— 

Cash      .. 

, , 

264 

5» 

Pastoral 

, , 

138 

46 

Miscellaneous 

, , 

327 

0 

—      729    —      61 

941  579 

•  Deferred  payment,    t  Perpetual  lease. 

Now  let  us  have  a  look  at  the  amount  of 
money  spent  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  on  land- 
settlement  since  he  came  into  office.  I  would 
like  to  explain  that  I  am  not  finding  fault  with 
him  for  spending  money  on  roads,  because  I 
believe  it  is  more  profitable  to  spend  the  money 
on  roads  than  on  railways.  The  total  amount 
spent  by  the  honourable  gentleman  on  roads 
and  bridges,  on  lands  improvement,  on  account 
of  Government  loans  to  local  bodies,  and  for 
Native  land  is  £1,750,602,  as  shown  by  the 
following  table : — 


h 

Jill 

\i 

Year. 

1 

"t  M 

11 

£ 

£ 

t 

£ 

£ 

18O1-02 

11,738 

79,709 

8,000 

23,609 

1802-03 

18,587 

73,426 

... 

29,833 

19,575 

1898-94 

Sa,234 

104,653 

30,000 

83,304 

18M-96 

22,731 

11,920 

89.207 

49,086 

101,008 

1806-96 

27,999 

17.075 

108,168 

30.057 

163,411 

180&-97 

4,288 

11,195 

106,920 

81,016 

126,999 

101,537 

297,978 

304.304 

177,991 

519,906 

1897-98 
(voted) 

... 

244,406 

43,978 

60,600 

642,386 

821.960 

680,406 

Totals—  £ 

Main  roads         ...          ...          ...  101.637 

Boads  and  bridges          ...          ...  642.386 

liands  improvement      ...           ...  304,804 

Government  loans  to  local  bodies  221 ,969 

Native-land  purchase    ...          ...  680,406 

crroi .:  -^  CBZiJ        .  ri^r^j  £1,750,602 

Now,  the  Native  land  purchase  amounted  to 
£580,406.  But  the  Government  is  throwing 
that  overboard  now  under  the  new  Native 
Land  Bill  they  are  bringing  down,  which  pro- 
poses  to  abolish  the  purchase  of  Native  lands. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  —  We  are  buying  it 
every  day. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  —  Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  may  be  able  to  explain  the  apparent 
oontradiction,  and  I  leave  him  to  do  so.  I 
believe  the  honourable  gentleman's  policy  in 
connection  with  expenditure  on  roads  is  the 
right  one,  because  one  of  the  most  important 
industries  we  have  —  the  dairy  industry  — 
cannot  flourish  unless  those  engaged  in  it 
are  able  to  get  roads  to  their  homesteads. 
And  on  the  improved-farm  system  the  number 
of  settlements  is  forty -five,  and  the  area  is 
Mr.  Buchanan 


73,665  acres ;  the  bueh  felled  is  13,576  acres ; 
and  the  expenditure  for  houses  £5,411,  bosh- 
feUing  £41,741 :  the  total  for  improvements 
being  thus  £64,988.  Now,  when  we  see  the 
number  of  forfeitures  for  the  year  under  that 
system,  it  becomes  a  very  serious  matter  in- 
deed to  be  spending  so  large  a  sum  of  money 
with  such  discouraging  results.  I  wished  to 
say  a  few  words  about  the  Government 
valuations,  but  I  find  that  the  time -limit 
stops  me,  and  I  must  content  myself  by 
saying  that  the  work  done  by  the  present 
Government  is  worse — and  that  is  saying  a 
great  deal— than  that  by  any  of  their  pre- 
decessors. Many  of  the  valuers  never  went  on 
the  land  at  all ;  and  the  worst  feature  of 
the  whole  matter  was  that  the  values  were 
practically,  in  many  cases,  arrived  at  in  the 
offices,  and  pressure  was  put  upon  the  district 
valuers  to  increase  the  unimproved  vcklae 
against  their  judgment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  was  no  pressure  any- 
where— none  whatever. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.—What  I  have  stated  is 
an  actual  fact  that  I  can  prove  by  figures 
which  I  have  now  in  my  possession ;  but  I 
regret  that  the  inexorable  time-limit  has 
brought  me  to  a  close. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  (Oamaru).  — Mr.  Speaker,  I 
did  not  intend  to  take  any  part  in  this  debate, 
for  the  reason  that  I  have  never  put  myself  up 
as  a  financial  expert,  but  after  the  speech  we 
have  heard  from  our  very  much  esteemed 
friend  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
I  think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  say  a  few  woiSb 
in  order  to  correct  some  of  his  misstatements, 
and  to  put  my  views  as  against  his.  One  of 
the  strongest  points  he  endeavoured  to  make 
against  the  Treasurer  was  in  regard  to  the 
difference  in  the  revenue  for  certain  years, 
and,  of  course,  he  stated  that  the  Treasurer 
only  took  the  opportunity  to  mislead  the  people, 
and  to  do  so  he  only  took  the  years  that  suited 
him.  The  honourable  gentleman  states  that 
he  did  not  do  anything  of  the  kind,  bnt  that 
he  took  one  year  at  haphazard  for  the  purpose 
of  comparison.  He  said  he  took  the  last  year, 
but  it  was  not  the  last  year  he  took  at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— 1894,  the  worst  year  we  had. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  —  By  far.  The  honourable 
gentleman  should  take  from  the  commence- 
ment, and  not  the  year  that  suits  him  as 
against  the  year  that  suits  me,  because  if  he 
does  that  we  have  to  go  through  the  whole  of 
the  figures  in  order  to  see  who  is  right  and  who 
is  wrong.  I  have  a  few  figures  here,  and  I 
believe  they  will  be  found  to  be  correct.  Re- 
garding the  public  revenues,  all  the  years 
are  set  down  here  from  1881  to  1892,  and, 
further, 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Start  from  1891. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Well,  you  can  start  from 
anywhere  you  like,  I  have  got  all  the  yeaa 
here.  They  are  correct  up  to  1898.  The 
Customs  revenue  per  head  in  1888— that  is 
a  good  bit  further  back— was  £2  6s.  fid.  The 
following  is  a  statement  of  Customs  revenue 
per  head  of  population  for  the  years  from  1888 
10  1897:— 
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£  B.  d. 

£    B.  d. 

1888 

2  6  2 

1893 

. .  2  10  4 

1889 

2  7  10 

1894 

..264 

1890 

2  9  8 

1895 

..269 

1891 

2  9  7 

1896 

..  2  9  11 

1892 

2  11  6 

1897 

..  2  13  0 

Of  coone,  } 

^ou  can  see  when  . 

fon   read  the 

list  down  that  the  Premier  quoted  the  correct 
statements.  The  increased  duty  collected 
under  the  Customs  in  1897  over  that  collected 
in  1894  on  articles  not  affected  by  the  tariff 
reTision  was  £224,588 ;  the  increased  Cus- 
toms duties  collected  in  1897  over  those  col- 
lected in  1894  on  articles  which  were  affected 
by  the  revision  of  the  tariff  was  £118,643: 
so  that  the  total  revenue  derived  to  the 
Slst  March,  1898,  since  the  new  tariff  came 
into  operation  was  £179,645,  while  the 
decrease  was  £132,485,  and  therefore  the 
total  increase  was  only  £47,160.  Leaving 
that  subject,  and  coming  to  another  matter 
mentioned  in  the  honourable  gentleman's 
speech,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two.  He  said 
the  Opposition  had  a  lot  of  trouble  in  getting 
returns,  emd  did  not  get  them :  he  said  they 
could  not  get  these  returns.  But  it  is  simply 
a  case  of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
against  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua. 
Oan  anybody  interfere  with  that  ?  We  know 
the  rules  of  the  House,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  know  them  as  well  as  I  do.  He 
knows  that,  when  a  return  is  wanted,  if  any 
one  opposes  the  motion  it  cannot  be  put  with- 
out debate.  How  did  that  proceeding  start? 
By  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  objecting 
to  a  return  wanted  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Awarua,  who  in  turn  objected  to  the  returos 
wanted  by  the  honourable  member  for  Patea. 
The  two  honourable  gentlemen  can  fight  out 
that  duel  between  themselves ;  we  cannot  alter 
the  present  rule ;  and,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  the  rules  as  well  as  I  do,  he  has 
nothing  to  find  fault  with  in  that  respect. 
Besides,  we  know  very  well  that  this  side  of 
the  House  is  anxious  to  get  a  knowledge  of  the 
information  these  retarns  would  disclose,  just 
as  much  as  that  side  of  the  House.  More 
than  that,  we  would  all  help  those  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  to  get  these  returns  if  they 
would  only  put  them  in  a  fair  way ;  but  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  wants  the  in- 
formation put  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  show 
something  that  is  not  the  fact,  in  order  to  try 
and  sheet  something  home  to  the  Government. 
If  they  will  only  ask  for  fair  returns  from  a 
given  date  to  another  we  on  this  side  will  help 
them  to  get  those  returns.  I  will  help  them 
to  get  them.  Then,  the  honourable  member 
lor  Wairarapa  complained  of  the  alteration  of 
the  Standing  Orders,  and  said  that  the  Opposi- 
tion do  not  get  a  chance  of  ventilating  their 
grievances.  But  again  I  ask,  Who  is  to  blame 
tor  that  alteration?  Why,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa,  tiie  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, and  those  gentlemen  on  those  benches. 
When  the  Standing  Orders  were  interfered  with 
I  started  to  help  them  to  oppose  the  alteration, 
but  I  got  so  aisgusted  that  I  had  to  go  out. 
They  let  every  item  go  by  the  board.    They  did 


not  know  what  they  were  doing,  and  they  do 
not  know  now.  They  are  quite  helpless.  They 
are  running  now  each  his  own  way,  and  there 
is  no  harmony  in  the  camp.  They  each  make 
statements  for  which  they  have  no  authority ; 
and  if  they  want  returns  they  will  get  them  if 
they  ask  for  them  in  a  reasonable  and  proper 
way.  The  honourable  member  found  fault  with 
the  Government  for  not  borrowing  at  3  per 
cent.  He  said  that  instead  of  setting  aside  this 
revenue — this  surplus  for  public  works— tiiey 
ought  to  have  gone  and  borrowed  money  at  3  per 
cent.  Now,  is  there  any  man  in  this  House 
that  had  condemned  borrowing  more  than  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  ?  I  say 
there  is  not  a  man  who  would  be  more  ready 
to  sheet  it  home  to  them  than  the  honourable 
member  if  they  attempted  to  do  anything  else. 
Shortly  after  that  he  charged  the  Govern- 
ment with  not  providing  a  sinking  fund.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  I  suppose,  has  a  great 
opinion  about  this  sinking  fund.  He  wished 
to  provide  for  the  unborn  millions.  I  think 
that  must  be  the  idea.  It  is  an  old  phrase 
of  Sir  George  Grey's.  But  the  honourable 
gentlemen  has  done  very  little  to  provide  for 
these  unborn  millions.  He  has  done  very  little 
even  to  have  them  represented ;  and  I  think  he 
need  not  be  the  moet  anxious  man  in  this 
House  to  provide  for  the  unborn  millions.  But 
there  is  nothing  in  the  whole  Statement  that 
would  suit  the  honourable  gentleman  at  all. 
He  will  find  fault  for  borrowing,  and  he  will 
find  fault  for  not  borrowing.  What  on  earth 
does  he  want  ?  How  does  he  expect  the  colony 
to  carry  on  its  work  ?  Does  he  want  roads  and 
bridges  stopped  ?  Sir,  the  greatest  glutton  in 
the  House  for  roads  and  bridges  is  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  by  a  long  way. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.  — The  honourable  member 
for  Patea. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— No,  he  is  worse  than  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea,  who  has  more 
need  for  roads  and  bridges  in  his  district.  The 
honourable  member  for  Patea  lives  in  a  district 
where,  during  the  long  wet  winters,  they  can- 
not get  through  the  bush-roads ;  and  that  is  the 
place  to  make  roads.  In  a  country  like  the 
Wairarapa  they  do  not  require  roads  so  much, 
as  they  have  a  comparatively  dry  district.  I 
believe  the  cure  for  all  this  would  be  a  Local 
Government  Bill,  so  as  to  get  the  roads  and 
bridges  out  of  this  House  altogether.  I  agreed 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
when  he  said  roads  and  bridges  were  some 
trouble.  No  doubt  they  are  a  lot  of  trouble  ; 
and  if  any  one  can  show  me  a  way  to  deal  more 
benefioiaUy  with  this  question  I  would  do  my 
best  to  get  the  present  system  changed.  We 
know  that  previous  to  the  abolition  of  the  pro- 
vinces there  were  no  roads  and  bridges  to 
wrangle  about ;  and  I  believe  we  shall  have  to 
go  back  to  some  modified  form  of  local  govern- 
ment to  get  over  this  difficulty,  if  possible. 
But  I  remember  that  this  question  of  roads 
and  bridges  was  just  as  much  trouble,  and 
even  more  so,  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  I 
believe  there  will  be  the  same  trouble  to  the 
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«nd  of  time.  Now,  with  regard  io  the  gold 
returns,  which  he  attacks  the  Premier  about : 
He  did  not  put  the  matter  correctly  by  a  long 
way,  and  I  wish  now  to  correct  him,  and  to 
show  that  what  was  said  upon  the  matter  was 
altogether  different  from  wnat  was  represented 
by  the  honourable  member.  In  this  M%ns$ 
Record  he  says,  "Now,  last  year— 1896-97— you 
will  find  that  there  has  been,  as  I  said,  a  slight 
falling- off ,  and  since  March  this  year  you  will 
find  also  that  there  has  been  a  diminution." 
That  is  what  he  said. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.- Where  is  that? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— This  is  the  New  Zealand 
Mines  Record. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  referred  to  the  speech 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  London. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— He  might  have  been  badly 
reported.  Here  it  is,  and  you  can  have  it  to 
read  for  yourself,  and  it  will  put  you  right  :— 

"  I  believe,  next  year  there  will  be  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  output  of  gold  in  our 
colony,  and  that  in  the  following  year  there 
will  be  a  still  further  increase.— (Applause.) — I 
do  not  want  to  weary  you  with  figures,  but  I 
will  give  these  returns  to  the  Press,  and  you 
will  enjov  them  more  by  reading  them  when 
you  are  having  your  breakfast,  possibly,  than 
if  I  were  to  read  them  now.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that,  up  to  the  Slst  March,  1896,  Auck- 
land has  sent  £7,410,43-3;  Wellington,  £706; 
Marlborough,  £827,962;  Nelson,  £989,609; 
West  Coast,  £22,280,426  ;  Canterbury,  £192  ; 
and  Otago,  £20,648,176:  making  a  total  of 
£51,652,504  in  the  value  of  gold  exported." 

Now  X  have  a  word  or  two  to  say  about 
this  banking  legislation.  We  can  go  back  to 
ancient  history  here,  because  this  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  has  been  connected  with  this 
House  far  more  in  the  past  than  it  has  been 
even  in  later  days ;  because  we  know  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  ran  the  colony  then,  but  it  is 
the  colony  that  is  going  to  run  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  now.  The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  was 
running  the  colony,  and  in  1882  it  was  quite 
evident  that  the  then  occupants  of  the 
Treasury    were    run    by    the    Bank    of   New 

Q  oQ  Zealand,  and  ever  since  the  Qovern- 
'  ments  that  sat  on  those  benches  and 
those  that  represented  them  were  taken  into 
the  backstairs  of  this  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
and  they  could  not  move  hand  or  foot  without 
the  sanction  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
We  all  know  that.  When  the  bank  wanted 
money  these  men  had  to  borrow  money  to  suit 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — That  is  what  they  do 
now. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Yes  ;  but  they  are  going  to 
control  it  instead  of  it  controlling  them.  In 
those  former  years  the  bulk  of  the  men  sitting 
here  on  the  Treasury  benches  were  indebted  to 
the  bank  to  that  extent  that  they  could  not 
say  "No."  Everybody  knows  that.  We  know 
the  anxiety  and  trouble  of  those  gentlemen  to 
ward  off  any  opportunity  to  pry  into  the  bank's 
affairs.  When  any  effort  was  made  for  an  in- 
quiry they  rose  one  after  another  to  a  man  to 
stop  it.  Why  did  they  do  that  ?  We  know  full 
Mr,  Duncan 


well :  because  the  disclosures  vrould  be  an  eye- 
onener  to  the  whole  colony  from  the  people  on 
tnat  side  of  the  House. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.- What  about  the  other 
side  ?    Are  there  none  there  ? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  do  not  think  there  is  any- 
body on  this  side  of  the  House  thai  has  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
for  many  years  past.  I  know  I  have  not,  and  I 
know  a  great  many  more  who  have  not ;  but  I 
know  that  they  ran  the  colons  right  along  f  ronk 
then  up  to  the  time  that  they  burst,  I  may  say — 
in  fact,  it  was  burst  before  the  people  knew  it. 
Now,  I  hope  that  when  this  Banking  Bill  is 
got  rid  of  in  this  Parliament  we  will,  at  any 
rate  for  many  years,  have  nothing  more  to  do 
with  the  business  of  this  bank.  But  there  is 
no  doubt  at  all  in  my  mind  that  this  Banking 
Bill  is  necessary — ^more  so  than  any  previooa 
Bill  that  has  been  passed ;  and  I  am  glad  we 
have  got  rid  of  it,  and  I  hope  it  will  beoome 
law,  and  that  in  future  we  will  not  have  this 
interminable  Bank  of  New  Zealand  with  all  its 
ramifications — because  every  single  electorate 
in  New  Zealand  and  every  candidate  that  stood 
all  these  years  were  less  or  more  watched  and 
hounded  down  by  the  bank  and  its  employes  in 
every  part  of  New  Zealand — quite  a  conmion 
thing.  And  another  thing :  a  man  could  not 
get  a  seat  on  those  benches  without  he  was 
a  friend  of  the  bank.  They  dare  not  take 
them  on ;  it  is  a  well-known  fact. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Quite  true. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— "Quite  true,"  Well,  it  is 
time  now  that  the  colony  ran  the  bank,  and  if 
we  even  lose  the  two  millions  it  will  be  cheap. 
Now,  Sir,  1  have  a  word  to  say  about  the 
advances  to  settlers.  There  is  no  doubt,  to  my 
mind,  that  this  is  one  of  the  Bills  that  has 
been  passed  by  this  side  of  the  House  that  has 
done  more  good  to  settlement  in  the  colony 
than  any  other  thing  that,  I  believe,  has  been 
brought  down.  Thev  admit  it  on  that  side  of 
the  House;  they  admit  it  ail  round.  Then, 
why  do  they  deplore  it  in  this  way :  that  it  wae 
lowering  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  poor  work- 
ing-people that  had  their  money  in  the  Post- 
Office  SavingB-Bank,  and  the  widows,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton  says  ?  The 
widows'  fund  was  reduced  because  interest  was 
brought  down.  What  did  Mr.  Duthie  say 
was  the  real  ground  of  the  proeperity  at 
the  present  time?  He  said  it  was  not 
the  Government  at  all— he  said  it  was  the 
cheap  money  which  brought  this  prosperity 
about.  It  was  not  that  side  of  the  House; 
it  was  the  Government.  And  these  men 
admitted  it  in  every  speech,  because  they 
fought  it  tooth-and-nail,  and  showed  what  the 
effects  would  be — that  you  would  bring  down 
the  price  of  money,  and  these  poor  people, 
who  were  depending  upon  interest  to  hve, 
would  be  ruined,  ^ey  opposed  it  on  these 
grounds.  Did  they  not  know  it  was  going  Uy 
reduce  the  interest  then  ? 

Mr.  SLIGO.— The  Government  did  it  in 
Australia,  too. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  — Yes,  beoause  we  showed 
them  how  to  do  it,  and  how  beneficial  it  was» 
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I  agree  with  Mr.  Duthie  for  once.  We  do  not 
eften  agree.  We  do  agree  on  this :  that  this 
oheapening  of  money  has  done  a  great  deal 
for  tbe  progress  of  the  colony  ^a  very  great 
deal ;  and  It  is  one  of  those  things  that  has 
come  to  stop.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  on  that  point.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
as  time  goes  on  tbey  will  have  to  reduce  the 
interest  still  more — to  bring  interest  lower 
still.  Then,  we  were  told  at  that  time  that 
it  would  reduce  the  interest  on  those  poor 
people,  and  would  drive  capital  out  of  the 
eountiy ;  there  would  be  no  capital  left.  They 
were  all  getting  frightened  and  were  going 
away  to  South  America  and  elsewhere  to  invest 
their  capital — anywhere  but  in  New  Zealand. 
Is  not  there  plenty  of  money  for  investment 
now  ?  Were  we  not  told  the  other  day  of  half 
a  million  for  investment  at  very  cheap  rates  ? 
What  was  expected  has  not  come  about.  The 
next  best  Bill  to  that  is  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Bill,  because  in  many  parts  of  this  coun- 
try, especially  in  Canterbury  and  a  good  part 
of  Otago,  the  land  has  been  scooped  up.  It 
was  all  purchased  in  large  areas,  not  with 
•apital  the  people  had,  but  principally  on 
Home  capital.  They  went  Home,  raised  capi- 
tal, and  bought  up  large  areas  without  surveys, 
and,  of  course,  in  that  way  they  picked  the 
eyes  out  of  the  land,  and  they  held  it  for 
advances  until  they^  had  stopped  settlement 
altogether.  There  was  not  an  acre  of  land 
in  Canterbury  to  settle  on;  and  when  the 
Bast  and  West  Coast  Railway  scheme  was 
brought  into  force  there  were  a  few  acres 
in  one  part  of  the  district.  I  know  that  near 
Timaru  there  were  between  three  and  four 
thousand  acres ;  and  in  1887,  when  the  Hon. 
G.  F.  Richardson  spoiled  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton's  Bill  by  allowing  them  to 
purchase  in  a  short  time  after  they  had  got  the 
land  on  lease — he  brought  in  a  clause  to  allow 
them  to  purchase  —  there  were  over  three 
thousand  acres  not  very  far  from  Timaru  that 
had  been  left  out,  and  it  was  put  up  under  this 
lease  and  deferred  payment,  and  it  was  pur- 
chased by  the  men  belonging  to  the  station. 
There  were  the  managers,  and  the  cooks,  and 
che  shepherds,  and  within  two  years  of  the 
purchase  every  single  acre  was  added  to  the 
Levels  Estate — an  estate  of  many  thousand 
acres.  That  is  the  state  of  things  we  had. 
Do  you  suppose  that  is  a  good  thing  to 
•ontinue  ?  If  those  men  got  into  power 
again  I  am  very  doubtful  that  they  would 
have  another  new  arrangement,  because 
they  always  advocate  that  you  ought  to  be 
able  to  purchase.  The  honourable  member 
for  Franklin  is  a  great  man   on   the  land- 

Surchase.  "Let  them  purchase,  no  matter 
ow."  As  soon  as  you  do  that  you  spoil 
land-settlement.  I  know  a  certain  settle- 
ment in  my  own  district — Kurow.  There 
were  about  thirty-five  eettlers  in  that  dis- 
feriot  under  that  system.  How  many  are 
there  to-day?  There  are  only  about  eleven 
out  of  the  thirty-five.  What  has  become  of 
Uie  others?  They  have  sold  to  their  neigh- 
boars,  and  they  have  gone  away  and  taken  up 
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land  somewhere  else.  Instead  of  settling  the 
people  and  increasing  the  number  on  the  land  ' 
yott  lessen  them  as  soon  as  you  have  land- 
purchase.  As  soon  as  you  go  in  for  land- 
purchase  you  revert  to  large  holdings.  Some 
honourable  members  have  been  arguing  thai 
the  value  of  land  has  fallen,  but  I  can  tell  them^ 
it  is  anything  'but  that.  There  was  a  recent- 
sale  in  Canterbury,  the  most  successful  there 
has  ever  been  in  that  part  of  the  colony,  or,- 
indeed,  in  any  part.  There,  agricultural  land 
away  from  every  place  in  a  sense— certainly  it 
was  not  far  from  a  railway,  but  it  was  at  least 
thirty  miles  from  Oamaru,  and  nearly  as  far 
from  Timaru— and  that  land  was  sold  for  cash 
at  from  £28  to  £83  10s.  an  acre.  Will  any  one 
say  that  is  cheap  land  for  agriculture  ? 

Mr.  FRASER.— It  mifi;ht  be  if  the  land  i» 
very  good. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Yes,  but  that  does  not  show 
that  land  is  coming  down  in  value.  Land  of 
fair  quality  is  not,  to  my  thinking,  coming 
down  in  value.  There  were  fictitious  prices 
formerly,  perhaps ;  but  men  did  not  sell— they 
were  holding  on  to  it.  But  here  were  buyerg 
for  this  land  sold  within  the  last  few  weeks. 
Land-values  have  not  come  down,  and  I  do  not 
believe  they  will.  There  is  one  other  matter  I 
should  like  to  mention  here,  although  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  comes  within  the  scope  of  this 
debate— namely,  Bushy  Park.  There  was  a 
lot  of  fault  found  with  that  by  the  Opposition. 
What  was  their  duty  if  they  thought  it  was  not 
a  fair  thing?  Was  it  not  to  call  upon  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  to  give  an 
explanation  of  the  matter,  and,  if  he  could  not 
explain  it,  to  ask  him  to  resign  his  position  ? 
He  was  the  man  who  did  it  if  there  was 
anything  wrong. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb.— That  was  not  where  the 
wrong  came  in. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Then,  tell  us  where  it  came 
in.  He  was  the  only  man,  with  Mr.  Todd: 
those  two  were  responsible  more  than  the 
Premier,  because  he  was  only  as  occasion 
might  ofier  on  the  Board  at  all.  It  is  from 
the  Opposition  that  the  complaints  came,  and 
they  had  no  business  to  come  to  us  about  it. 
Let  them  clean  out  their  own  stables :  that  is 
what  they  have  to  do. 

Mr.  SLIGO.— Go  to  Palmerston,  and  they 
will  tell  you  all  about  it. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — I  have  been  to  Palmerston. 
The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  goes 
about  and  gets  a  lot  of  news  that  is  very  in- 
correct,  and  comes  here  with  a  cock-and-bull 
story  ;  but  he  does  not  tell  where  he  gets  it,  or 
anything  about  that.  He  had  something  to  say 
about  my  getting  a  water-race  in  the  district 
I  represent.  Does  the  honourable  gentleman 
know  it  IS  not  in  my  district  at  all— that  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it  ?  We  bave  been  blamed 
on  this  side  of  the  House  for  managing  the 
railways  in  a  worse  way  than  the  Commis- 
sioners. But  nobody  backs  those  gentlemen 
up  in  saying  so.  Under  the  Commissioners,  if 
there  was  anything  we  wanted,  the  Commis- 
sioners never  gave  us  an  answer  or  disoussed 
the  matter.    They  were  above  everybody— only 
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■ubjeot  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  They  did 
not  listen  to  a  member,  or  anything  the  people 
said ;  they  sat  there  and  heard  what  you  nad  to 
tell  them,  and  sent  you  an  answer  on  a  printed 
foolscap  sheet  saying  that  they  could  not  accede 
to  your  request.  That  was  their  stereotyped 
answer  to  every  question  or  every  proposition 
that  was  made.  We  found  the  railways  getting 
gradually  rotten,  especially  the  bridges.  We 
had  a  Committee  of  inquiry,  of  which  I  was  a 
member,  which  showed  the  state  of  the  bridges. 
That  was  not  very  satisfactory ;  and  any  one 
who  read  the  evidence  could  see  the  state 
they  were  in,  and  as  they  got  older  it  cost 
more  to  keep  them  up.  Every  one  knows  that 
wooden  structures — bridges  especially— as  they 
get  old,  take  a  lot  of  keeping  up.  Now,  we 
find  that  reductions  have  been  made  all  round, 
and  yet  the  railwav  revenue  is  keeping  up  to 
the  same  value,  and  we  find  now  the  trouble  is 
to  get  rolling-stock  to  cope  with  the  traffic. 
There  was  no  such  trouble  about  that  formerly 
as  there  has  been  latterly.  We  have  now 
excursions  for  school  children  at  very  low 
rates,  and  for  men  at  very  low  rates, 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other ;  and 
that  has  increased  the  traffic  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  has  been  necessary  to  double  or  treble 
the  means  of  carriage.  They  want  now  to 
duplicate  the  lines  in  some  places  because 
single  lines  are  not  fit  to  carry  the  work.  We 
have  had  deputations  in  that  respect,  and  peti- 
tions, to  have  alterations  of  this  magnitude 
made,  and  it  is  impossible  to  expect  that  this 
work  can  all  be  done  out  of  the  working  capital 
or  earnings— there  is  too  much  of  it  to  do. 
Bat  we  have  concessions  now  that  were  never 
dreamed  of  before,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  know 
that  the  farmers  have  not  been  neglected.  The 
Government  have  promised  the  free  carriage 
of  lime  on  the  railways,  and  I  believe  this 
will  be  a  very  grand  thing  for  many  dis- 
tricts. It  will  not  be  very  necessary  for 
the  district  I  have  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent, because  there  is  an  abundance  of 
lime  there ;  but  it  will  be  in  other  parts  of 
the  colony,  because  it  will  make  some  of  the 
lands  profitable  to  grow  wheat  which  are  now 
not  good  enough  to  use  in  that  way,  and  there- 
fore these  lands  will  be  worth  more  than  they 
are  at  present,  and  will  swell  the  traffic.  Then, 
we  have  been  chcurged  very  often  with  class 
legislation,  and  with  not  being  fair  to  the 
colony  as  a  whole.  Well,  now,  if  anybody  has 
cause  to  grumble  it  is  members  on  our  side 
of  the  House,  because  we  find  that  when  the 
Grown  tenants  had  a  bad  year  through  snow, 
and  the  loss  of  some  of  their  sheep,  the  Govern- 
ment at  once  came  down  and  relieved  them ; 
but  last  year,  when  the  farmers,  through 
drought,  had  no  grain — some  of  them  not  as 
much  as  they  had  sown — did  the  Government 
come  down  to  help  the  farmers  ? 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE.— The  selectors 
and  farmers  were  helped  under  the  Pastoral 
Tenants'  Relief  Bill. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— But  they  were  very  few  and 
far  between — the  selectors  and  farmers.    That 
shows  how  one-sided  this  class- legislation  that 
iff.  Dwican 


we  hear  bo  much  about  has  been.    It  shows 
quite  the  reverse  of  what  has  been  stated,  be- 
cause the  farmer  has  been  allowed  to  struggle 
on,  and  rightly  so.    I  believe  that  this  Govern- 
ment help  does  not  do  much  good  to  anybody ; 
and  the  man  who  will  be   independent  and 
struggle  through,  and  take  in  his  expenditure 
to  some  extent,  and  try  and  make  his  output 
equal  to  his  income,  will  be  the  most  pro- 
sperous man.    Now,  there  is  the  matter  of  old- 
age  pensions  that  I   would  like  to  refer  to. 
That  question  seems  to  have  been  pretty  well 
lost  sight  of  during  this  debate;  but  it  is  a 
matter  which  I  suppose  will  come  before  us  in 
a  few  days,  and  I   hope  we  will  succeed  in 
passing  a  Bill  of  some  kind  this  year,  beoaaae 
I  know  numbers  of  men  who  have  been  in  good 
positions,  and  who  helped  the  colony  amazingly 
in  the  early  days,  but  who  are  now  in  need  of 
help  themselves.    I  know  numbers  of  them  who 
were  considered  well  off  and  worth  thousands 
of  pounds  who  are  now  in  a  state  of  destitutioe. 
There  are  others  who  were  not  so  wealthy,  but 
who  were  still  hardworking  and  struggling  men, 
bringing  up  large  families,  most  of  them,  and 
who  contributed  largely  to  the  prosperity  which 
we  now  enjoy ;  and  it  would  he  very  sad  if,  in 
their  declining  days,  there  is  not  something 
in  the  shape  of  a  pension  brought  in,  to  enable 
them  to  finish  their  days  without  having  to 
go  into  an  institution  of  some  kind.    I  have 
a  great  horror  of   these  institutions,  and  of 
taking  people    from   where   they    have    been 
living,  and  from   their  original  surroundiugs, 
and  putting  them  into  these  old  men's  homes 
and  old  women's  homes.    It  is  like  taking  an 
old  tree  and  trying  to  make  it  grow  in  some 
new  place.    You  never  succeed,  and  the  tree 
dies ;  and  that  will  be  the  case  with  a  number 
of  people  if  you  put  them  into  these  institu- 
tions.    It  will  be  much  better  to  give  them 
some  little  assistance — to  have  some  sum  set 
aside  that  they  may  call  their  own ;  because, 
if  you  take  a  man  who  has  been  unthrifty  but 
a  hard  worker — a  man  who  has  earned  money 
and  then  spent  it— he  has  contributed  to  the 
business  of  the  colony  by   his  work,  and  to 
the  revenue  of  the  colony  also  by  his  extrava- 
gance.    Therefore   I    believe    that   many   of 
these  have  earned  their  pension,  even  in  this 
way  which,  I  say,  we  do   not  by  any  means 
approve  of ;   and  I  hope  we  shaU  get  a  Bill 
passed    this    year    that   will    meet    what   is 
required.    Now  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  about    the    amend- 
ment moved  to  this  Statement.    I  think  that 
it  was  not  his  own.    I  believe  I  can  ''spot** 
where  this  amendment  came  from,  and  I  vrill 
give  you  my  reason  for  so  thinking,   and  I 
think  you  will  find  it  is  a  fair  one.    I  believe 
the   amendment  came  from   the  honoorabU 
member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Soobie   Mao- 
kenzie;  and   my    reason  for   thinking   so   b 
that  it  appeared  in  the  Ota>go  Daily  Timeg  at  a 
date  prior  to  its  being  in  any  newspaper  bare. 
Now,  that  is  a  very  curious  coincidenoe,  and 
I  think  I  am  pretty  well  on  the  right  spot  when 
I  quote  the  honourable  member  for  Uonedin 
City  as  the  author  of  Uie  amendment.    Wall 
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now,  if  the  honourable  member  for  Dimedin 
Oitv  cannot  give  better  advice  than  to  move 
euoh  a  paltry  amendment 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Woald  yon  like 
another  amendment? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  do  not  care  how  many  you 
move ;  they  will  all  be  served  in  the  same  way, 
I  do  not  think  you  have  any  chance  of  being 
-fiuoceseful,  because  you  made  such  a  very  poor 
Attempt  with  the  first  one.  The  honourable 
member vranted  to  gefc  into  the  background; 
he  did  not  even  wish  to  come  out -and  speak  to 
his  amendment,  for  fear  we  might  think  more 
About  it  than  we  did.  In  fact,  I  do  not  think 
we  did,  perhaps,  the  right  thing  in  regard  to  his 
Amendment.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  added 
A  little  to  it,  and  walked  holus-bolus  into  the 
lobby  with  the  honourable  members  opposite. 
But  it  is  a  little  too  late  to  give  that  advice 
sow. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— You  never  do 
what  you  ought  to  do. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— We  do  it  in  our  own  time, 
and  do  it  a  great  deal  better  than  the  honour- 
able gentleman  does  ;  and  I  hope  the  next 
Amendment  he  moves  will  have  something  to 
go  upon,  and  something  which  we  can  talk 
about.  We  could  not  talk  about  this  much, 
because  it  was  all  about  the  poor  working-man. 
Now,  what  have  the  honourable  gentlemen  op- 
posite done  for  the  poor  working-man  when 
they  had  the  opportunity,  and  when  there  were 
poor  men  in  need  of  work,  and  when  the 
•country  was  more  depressed  than  it  is  at  the 
present  time?  We  nroved  that  they  offered 
the  men  Ss.  6d.  a  day,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  says  they  were  offered 
half  a  crown  a  day.  That  is  the  sort  of  affec- 
tion which  those  honourable  members  have 
-shown  for  the  poor  working-man ;  and  now,  in 
order  that  a  few  artisans  may  get  employment 
one  day  or  a  week  earlier,  they  bring  down  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  to  go  into  Supply. 
There  was  never  a  more  hollow  amendment 
moved  than  that,  and  I  am  sorry  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  did  not  think  of  the  paltriness 
of  the  amendment  when  he  moved  it,  especially 
•considering  his  high  position.  I  think  the  poor 
working-man  will  understand  the  kindness  that 
baa  been  shown  to  him,  and  possibly  he  will 
■«how  his  appreciation  of  their  kindness  in  the 
future.  I  hope  he  will.  I  do  not  think  I  need 
<fipeak  much  longer.  I  have  got  a  cold  in  my 
itbroat,  and  have  had  a  cold  nearly  all  the 
«e88ion,  and  am  scarcely  able  to  speak  across 
the  floor  of  the  House.  I  shall  now  resume 
my  seat,  when  I  hope  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  will 
tell  us  why  the  Opposition  moved  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin  City). 
— Sir,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru 
has  done  me  the  honour  to  invite  me  to  reply 
I  may  as  well  accede,  and  if  I  do  not  deal  at 
any  length  with  his  speech  it  roust  not  be 
taken  as  showing  any  want  of  respect  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  or  his  arguments.  He 
knows  there  is  a  time-limit,  and  that  that  limit 
jvill  not  admit  of  my  following  him  closely. 


The  honourable  gentleman  apologized  for  speak- 
ing to-ntght  and  stated  repeatedly  that  he  was 
not  prepared,  but  I  noticed  that  he  had  before 
him  a  number  of  type- written  figures. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  had  no  type- written  paper 
before  me. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— And  it  ap- 
peared  to  me  that  my  honourable  friend  had 
not  learned  his  lesson  very  well.  The  Premier 
handed  him  some  papers  only  a  few  minutes 
ago.  The  last  part  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's speech  was  undoubtedly  his  own;  and 
therefore  it  was  rather  more  interesting,  if  not 
instructive,  than  the  matter  placed  before  him 
by  the  Premier.  Just  a  preliminary  word  or 
two  as  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said 
with  reference  to  the  eternal  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  I  thought  that  his  remarks  on  that 
score  were  entirely  unworthy  of  him,  and 
wholly  unworthy  of  any  member  of  the  House ; 
for  every  member  knows  that  when  he  levels 
these  foolish  charges  against  members  on  this 
side  he  is  speaking  not  to  the  House,  or  the 
intelligent  in  the  country,  but  to  the  most 
ignorant  and  most  unthinking  In  it.  He 
knows  there  is  not  one  solitary  word  of  truth 
in  it  all.  When  he  looks  across  the  floor  of  the 
House  and  says  that  years  ago  members  on  this 
side  were  so  indebted  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land they  were  unable  to  discuss  with  perfect 
freedom  any  Bill  brought  before  them,  he  for- 
gets that  such  statements  are  lowering  and  de- 
grading to  human  nature  itself.  In  the  first 
place,  there  is  no  possible  application  in  so  far 
as  regards  any  member  of  tne  House  at  the 
present  time  on  this  side.  It  is  an  odious 
thing  to  even  allude  to  private  banking 
accounts,  but,  so  far  m  I  know,  there  is  not 
a  member  on  this  side  of  the  House  who  owes 
a  penny  to  the  bank,  unless  it  may  be  in  the 
ordinary  waf  of  business. 

An  Hon.  Membibb.— Nor  ever  did. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKBNZIE.-Possibly  they 
never  did,  and  if  they  did  it  should  be  no  dis- 
credit to  them.  I  never  did  myself.  I  have 
liabilities  enough,  in  all  conscience,  but  I  have 
never  owed  a  penny  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land ;  but  I  feel  it  is  degrading  that  one  should 
have  to  introduce  such  garbage  in  a  public 
speech.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  just 
as  well  say— looking  at  the  common-sense  of 
the  thing— that  all  the  married  men  are  on 
this  side  of  the  House  and  all  the  bachelors  on 
that,  as  to  say  that  the  bank  deals  exclusively 
with  persons  on  any  side  of  politics.  The  bank 
deals  with  any  person  who  wants  accommoda- 
tion and  can  give  security.  The  statement  is 
intended  to  influence  the  minds  of  the  intel- 
lectually degraded  in  the  country.  It  Is  not 
parliamentary  to  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  he  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  himself,  and 
therefore  I  am  not  going  to  do  so  ;  but  I  hope 
that  neither  he  nor  any  other  honourable 
gentleman  on  either  side  of  the  House  will  de- 
scend to  such  a  level  again.  That  is  enough 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— You  do  not  like  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.- 1  do  not  care  a 
straw.    It  does  not  affect  me  or  any  one  i 
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eiated  with  me.  Now,  he  told  my  colleague  the 
honoarable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Sligo)  that  if  he  knew  anything  about  a  certain 
water-race  matter  he  should  get  up  and  say 
what  he  knew. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Yes. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Very  well;  let 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself  do  tbe  same 
thing — mention  the  name  of  any  member  of  the 
Opposition  who  cannot  vote  on  the  bank  ques- 
tion, and  let  us  see  what  his  courage  is. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  will  mention  what  I  did 
say. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— By  all  means, 
let  him  explain  it  away,  but  let  us  have  no 
more  of  this  garbage. 

.  Mr.  DUNCAN. —You  are  misrepresenting 
me  altogether. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  not  going 
to  waste  any  more  precious  time  over  such  a 
matter.  I  have  already  said  it  is  unworthy  of 
the  honourable  member.  I  am  going  to  plunge 
into  the  heart  of  the  matter  of  this  debate  at 
once,  and,  in  order  to  do  so,  perhaps  the  best 
way  is  to  commence  with  a  question — which 
question  I  propose  to  truly  answer  myself. 
The  question  I  put  before  the  House  is  this : 
With  the  Financial  Statement  in  my  hand,  I 
ask,  is  there  any  neat,  comprehensive  phrase 
that  would  with  perfect  truth  describe  tbe 
leading  feature,  the  dominant  characteristic,  of 
tbe  principal  table  of  figures  in  it  ? 

An  Hon.  Member.— Neat  and  natty. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— 1  will  give  you 
a  better  phrase  than  that,  longer  perhaps,  but 
at  once  truer  and  more  characteristic.  It  is 
remarkable  above  all  other  things  in  the  fact 
that  it  contains  nothing  more  or  less  than  a 
most  audacious  euid  at  the  same  time  most 
odious  falsification  of  the  public  accounts. 

Hon.  Members. — Oh  I 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  so. 
Further,  it  is  evidently  a  deliberate  falsifica- 
tion of  the  public  accounts.  Take  the  table  on 
page  ii.  Other  honourable  gentlemen  have 
dealt  with  it  more  or  less  in  detail.  I  do  not 
propose  to  do  so ;  but  at  the  very  outset  the  eye 
catches    three    particular  years    there— 1880, 

1881,  and  1882— during  which  period— in  the 
time  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson— the  figures  assert 
that  there  were  immense  deficits,  ranging  from 
a  million  and  a  half  upwards.  Now,  I  call  this 
a  falsification  of  the  public  accounts,  because  if 
any  stranger  to  the  colony  were  to  look  at  this 
table,  and  then  go  back  to  the  authorised  ac- 
counts of  the  colony  —  the  Financial  State- 
ments of  the  years  in  question,  the  accounts 
that  were  signed  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
Oeneral— to  look  for  the  verification  of  the  Pre- 
mier's figures,  he  would  not  find  it.  But  there 
is  another  aspect  at  which  to  look  at  the  table, 
and  it  is  on  account  of  that  aspect  that  I 
use  the  word  **  odious "  in  connection  with 
it.  The  figures  falsely  showing  the  immense 
deficits  set  against  the  years  1880,  1881,  and 

1882,  have  no  other  effect  than  to  traduce 
and  vilify  the  political  reputation  of  the  late 
Mr.  Ballanoe,  the  political  chief  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  now  sits  there  as 
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Premier.  The  huge  deficit  of  1880  was  not  Sir- 
Harrv  Atkinson's,  but  an  unfortunate  legaoy 
he  inherited  from  the  late  Mr.  Ballance.  The 
eight  honourable  gentleman  has  been  in  the 
habit  in  this  House  and  in  the  country — and  I 
confess  it  has  repelled  myself  as  it  has  thou- 
sands of  other  people — has  been  in  the  habit  of 
trading  on  the  name  of  Mr.  Ballance,  of  shedding 
crocodile  tears  over  him  years  after  his  death. 
But  when  it  suits  him  he  is  ready  enough  to 
oast  a  slur  upon  him  and  his  Administration. 
In  order  to  make  a  point  against  the  late  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  he  produces  a  table  like  this,, 
turns  the  public  accounts  upside  down — falsi- 
fies them — in  fact,  sends  grossly  misleading 
statements  forth  to  the  country,  producing 
false  impressions  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,, 
knowing  well  that  a  little  inquiry  would  shift 
the  responsibility  from  the  name  of  the  late  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  and  place  it  against  that  of  the 
late  Mr.  Ballance.  For  let  honourable  mem- 
bers look  at  the  name  which  appears  as  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  immediately  preceding  the  year 
of  those  big  deficits— 1880,  £1,522,772— whose 
name  is  it?    It  is  the  name  of  Mr.  Ballance. 

An  Hon.  Member. — There  is  no  name. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— There  is,  and 
it  is  the  name  of  Mr.  Ballance.  The  Premier, 
when  he  set  down  these  deficits  to  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  in  order  to  deceive  some  innocent 
members  of  this  House  and  uninstructed  people- 
of  the  colony,  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  ex- 
plain the  facts  of  the  case — that  for  fifteen 
months  before  1880  there  was  no  Financial 
Statement  at  all.  It  wai  Sir  George  Grey*s- 
year — who  had  just  previously  turned  Mr. 
Ballance  out  of  his  Government — and  he  laid 
some  bald  financial  papers  on  the  table,  but 
there  was  no  Statement  of  the  year's  finance — 
nothing  more  than  the  yearly  returns  out  of  the 
Oatette.  The  last  Financial  Statement  given- 
before  1880  was  that  delivered  by  the  late 
Mr.  Ballance,  in  which  he  stated  that  there 
was  a  surplus  of  £120,000.  Fifteen  months 
afterwards,  when  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  came- 
into  office  and  looked  into  the  public  accounts 
— ^just  as  some  day  some  members  on  thin  side 
of  the  House  will  have  the  opportunity,  at 
no  distant  day,  I  believe,  of  scrutinising  the 
accounts  of  the  honourable  gentleman— Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  discoveied  that  instead  of  a 
surplus  of  £120,000  there  was  in  reality  a 
deficit  of  one  million,  which  million  is  here 
audaciously  set  down  against  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son in  1880.  What  was  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  to 
do  with  that  million  ?  Did  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  expect  bim  to  work  it  off— ttv 
pay  it  off  out  of  revenue  ?  What  could  he  do 
at  a  time  like  that-  at  the  end  of  the  great 
boom  when  the  colony  was  in  a  state  of  utter 
collapse — the  finances  in  frightful  disorder,  and 
the  revenue  sinking  daily.  What  could  he  do 
with  it,  except  fund  it,  and  try  and  commence 
again  ?  And  it  was  impossible  then  even  to 
commence  clear,  because  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment that  preceded  him  had  arranged  ex- 
penditure on  such  a  scale  and  were  borrow- 
ing at  such  a  rate  that  it  was  not  possible  to  at 
once  control  the  finance,  and  matters  went 
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-from  bad  to  worse  before  he  had  well  got  the 
ceina  of  office  in  his  hands.  Well  do  I  remem- 
ber, though  I  was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time, 
the  toil,  anxiety,  and  unpopularity  he  had  to 
sustain  to  wipe  off— for  a  large  part  bad  to 
come  out  of  taxation— the  enormous  deficit  be- 
-queathed  by  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
tnen,  as  now,  called  themselves  the  Liberal 
party. 

Mr.  FISHER.— What  did  you  say  about  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson?  You  said  he  ought  to  be 
wiped  off  too. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— DidI  say  that  ? 
Then,  depend  upon  it,  it  was  true  in  some  sense. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes,  in  your  Auckland  letter. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— The  honour- 
able  gentleman  prides  himself  on  a  very  good 
memory ;  but  whatever  I  said  was  true,  and  I 
trust  the  same  can  be  said  o£  the  honourable 
igentleman.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  was 
not  in  the  House  at  the  time,  and  the  Auck- 
land letter  was  written  years  afterwards.  He 
had  enormous  toil  and  difficulty  to  wipe  off  his 
Liberal  predecessor's  deficit,  and  he  ultimately 
-succeeded.  He  succeeded  in  producing  sur- 
jpluses  for  the  two  following  years,  though  the 
present  Premier  carries  forward  the  deficit  to 
those  years.  And  did  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  then  ever  question  the  validity  of 
the  surpluses?  Not  for  em  instant.  He  was 
^ne  of  those  who  supported  the  late  Mr.  Hal- 
lance  and  all  his  disastrous  finance  while  he 
was  in  the  House— though  he  had  not  been 
long  a  member,  I  admit ;  but  he  supported  the 
unhappy  finance  which  led  to  the  deficit  he 
tiiow  ascribes  to  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  He 
shares  the  responsibility  for  the  huge  deficit, 
and  when  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  reduced  the 
accounts  to  order  and  showed  surpluses  the 
honourable  gentleman  never  once  got  up  on 
his  legs  to  question  the  substantiality  of  them. 
Looking  down  the  table  we  come  to  the  year 
1891,  and  we  find  a  surplus  of  £143,000— we 
are  getting  into  the  region  of  the  surpluses 
-now— shown  to  the  credit  of  the  late  Mr. 
Bal lance.  The  honourable  gentleman  knew 
perfectly  well  that  surplus  was  also  the  work 
of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  though  in  his  fancy 
table  he  sets  it  down  to  Mr.  Ballance— a  sur- 

Slns  produced  by  Sir  Hariy  Atkinson  after 
oing  precisely  the  same  thing  for  the  Stouts 
Togel  Government  that  he  had  previously  done 
for  the  Qovernment  of  which  Mr.  Ballance  was 
Treasurer- that  is  to  say,  he  took  over  the 
whole  of  their  difficulties  also  and  produced 
order  out  of  financial  chaos.  It  was  his  surplus ; 
■and.  Sir,  the  late  Mr.  Ballance,  I  am  bound 
to  say,  displayed  a  degree  of  manliness,  truth, 
aod  generosity  in  dealing  with  that  surplus 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
succeeded  him  would  do  well  to  try  and  imitate. 
In  the  Governor's  Speech  of  1891,  Mr.  Ballance, 
who  was  then  Premier,  put  into  the  mouth  of 
the  Governor  in  opening  Parliament  these 
words : — 

"I  am  able  to  congratulate  you  upon  the 
oontinued  evidences  of  the  soundness  of  the 
colony's  financial  position,  and  the  substantial 
cfirogress   made  by  the  chief  industries.    The 


provision  made  during  the  session  of  1890'*— 
that  was,  of  course,  by  Sir  Harry  Atkinson — 
"  for  carrying  on  the  public  service  has  proved 
more  than  sufficient."    . 

That  was  what  Mr.  Ballance  said — a  manly 
acknowledgment  of,  a  generous  tribute  to,  the 
work  that  had  been  done  by  his  predecessor. 
Sir,  I  think  that  no  language  is  too  strong  to 
condemn  and  denounce  a  table  such  as  wis» 
which  has  no  other  object  than  to  deliberately 
deceive  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  The  late 
John  Bright  once  said  that  violent  language 
was  defensible  provided  it  rested  on  a  monJ 
basis  ;  and  sure  am  I  that  there  is  moral  basis 
enough  to  support  language  much  stronger 
than  I  have  applied  to  this  table.  Then, 
Sir,  I  want  to  ask  another  question  before 
I  go  any  further  into  the  body  of  the  State- 
ment. What  reliance  can  we  place  on  any 
financial  proposal  in  the  present  Budget,  or  any 
undertaking  involving  votes  of  public  money,  in 
the  light  of  what  occurred  last  year  in  connec- 
tion with  the  expenditure  proposed  for  our 
parliamentary  library?  Honourable  members 
may  perhaps  think  Ik  is  an  old  story,  but  it  is 
one  of  the  highest  importance,  for  it  involves 
the  whole  question  of  parliamentary  control 
over  public  moneys,  as  well  as  of  the  reliance 
to  be  placed  on  the  financial  engagements 
to  which  the  Premier  commits  the  House.  In 
the  Financial  Statement  last  year  the  Premier 
said : — 

"  The  necessity  for  a  brick  building  for  the 
parliamentary  library  has  long  been  admitted. 
The  risk  from  fire  is  very  great,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  magnificent  library  would  be  a 
national  calamity.  The  buoyancy  of  the 
revenue  permitting  it,  a  portion  of  the  surplus 
could  not  be  put  to  a  better  use.  Plans  have 
been  ordered  to  be  prepared  forthwith,  and  the 
work,  if  approved  by  Parliament,  will  be  put 
in  hand  so  as  to  be  completed  before  next 
session.  I  propose  to  devote  £7,000  for  this 
purpose." 

There  we  have  a  definite  statement  enough.  I 
will  guarantee  there  is  not  a  member  on  either 
side  of  the  House  who  did  not  then  believe  and 
know  that  a  definite  sum  was  to  be  voted  for  a 
definite  object— namely,  £7,000  for  a  library. 
Honourable  members  have  dealt  with  that 
subject  so  fully  that  I  shall  now  only  deal  with 
points  that  have  been  overlooked.  When  the 
£7,000  for  a  library  swelled  to  £40,000  for  parlia- 
mentary buildings  wholly  unauthorised,  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  tried  to  hide  the  con- 
tempt of  Parliament  involved  by  saying  that 
the  matter  was  before  a  Committee  who  had 
two  sets  of  plans  before  them.  Here,  then,  let 
me  ask  a  question.  What  Committee  was  the 
matter  referred  to  ?  It  was  sent  to  the  Library 
Committee.  But  how  is  it  that  it  went  to  the 
Library  Committee  and  the  Library  Com- 
mittee alone  ?  I  am  a  member  of  the  Library 
Committee.  The  Library  Committee  never  bv 
Gmy  chance  discusses  anything  connected  with 
any  portion  of  the  House  but  the  library. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  glad  the 
honourable  gentleman,  also  a  member  of  the 
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Library  Committee^  indorses  what  I  say.  Even 
this  year  honourable  members  will  recollect 
that  somethiDg  connected  with  another  por- 
tion of  the  House  came  before  as,  and  we 
passed  it  on  to  the  House  Committee.  The 
House  Committee  is  set  up  as  follows — I  am 
now  quoting  the  formal  motion: — 

"  That  the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  in 
order  that  a  Committee  consisting  of  eleven 
members  be  appointed  ...  to  provide  for 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  members  of 
both  Houses/*  et  cetera. 

That  is  the  order  setting  up  the  House 
Committee.  But  in  the  new  building  we  have 
Committee-rooms,  tea-rooms,  reception-rooms, 
and  rooms  of  all  descriptions.  The  entire 
matter  goes  to  the  Library  Committee,  not  to 
the  House  Committee.  The  latter  is  never 
once  consulted  throughout  the  entire  business. 
Is  that  not  significant?  Then  the  Library 
Committee  send  the  matter  back,  with  the 
plans  for  the  library  alone  cut  down  to  £7,000, 
to  suit  the  Premier's  estimate  of  the  cost,  and 
with  a  broad  red  line  drawn  through  the  plan, 
dividing  the  library,  which  was  to  be  erected 
for  £7,000,  from  the  rest  of  the  building.  Yet 
the  Premier  had  the  efirontery  to  tell  the 
House  and  the  country  that  there  never  was 
a  definite  intention  to  build  the  library ;  that 
it  was  a  matter  for  him  to  choose  whether  to 
erect  the  building  now  going  on,  or  a  library 
pare  and  simple.  It  amounts  to  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  a  conspiracy  for  his  own  purposes 
to  deceive  the  House  and  the  people  of  New 
Zealand,  and  to  throw  parliamentary  authority 
to  the  winds.  And  I  say  very  plainly  that 
honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  who,  much  against  their  will,  I  believe, 
voted  with  Government  are  accessories  after 
the  fact  in  this  conspiracy.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion about  it.  Sir.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
Liberalism  to  defy  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
and  to  throw  the  country's  money  about  to  suit 
the  Premier,  but  I  do  think  it  is  a  sort  of 
Liberalism  that  will  yet  bring  its  punishment 
with  it  when  the  colony  gets  enlightened  as  to 
the  nature  of  it.  Now,  I  want  to  complete  the 
case  with  something  not  pointed  out  yet  in  this 
very  connection. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— May? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAOKENZIE.~No,  Sir,  not 
May ;  but  I  may  possibly  give  a  little  of  May 
later,  in  another  connection,  and  when  I  do  the 
Premier  will  not  like  it.  I  am  going  to  give 
May  upon  the  Police  Commission.  I  have 
here  the  Hansard  for  1891,  from  which  I  will 
quote  some  curious  remarks  of  the  Premier  on 
this  very  subject.  In  1891  a  discussion  arose 
on  the  Legislative  estimates,  the  Legislative 
estimates  being  then  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Speaker.  The  responsibility  for  them  hcks  been 
taken  from  him  since.  Would  it  were  not  so. 
I  think  the  Hon.  Major  Steward  was  then 
Speaker.  He  made  some  necessary  altera- 
tions in  this  chamber,  to  suit  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  members,  at  a  cost  of  £270. 
The  work  wm  done,  and  the  amount  appeared 
upon  the  Speaker's  estimates— the  Legislative 
estimates.  What  did  the  Premier  say  in  rela- 
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tion  to  these  estimates  when  they  came  apf" 
He  wanted  to  get  control  of  this  department^ 
and  he  never  rested  till  he  got  these  estimates 
out  of  the  hands  of  Mr.  Speaker.  And  what 
did  he  then  say  about  this  paltry  vote  of  £270- 
which  had  been  expended  for  the  comfort  of 
members  ?    Here  is  what  he  said : — 

"  Mr.  Speaker  had  mentioned  the  fact  that- 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  a  sum  would3 
be  provided  for  expenditure  in  connection  with 
alterations.  There  was  a  sum  of  £270  odd 
which  the  Committee  would  have  to  find,  for- 
alterations  in  the  building.  Now,  when  the 
House  Committee  " — let  honourable  members 
note  that  it  was  the  House  Committee;  the 
Library  Committee  had  nothing  to  do  with  it 
— "was  asked  to  go  into  the  question  about 
the  alterations  he  objected;  but  they  were 
subsequently  made,  and  all  the  Minister  knew 
after  that  was  when  he  got  the  bills  to  pay^ 
They  must  be  paid ;  but  at  the  same  time  the 
House  might  say  this :  that  if  there  was  any 
money  to  be  used  for  a  purpose  of  this  kind  it 
ought  to  be  voted  first — not  spent  first  and 
voted  afterwards.  That  was  a  reversal  of  the 
proper  order  of  things." 

Let  the  House  note  the  phrase  "  it  ought  to 
be  voted  first  and  spent  afterwards,  not  spent 
first  and  voted  afterwards."  To  spend  £270^ 
first  and  vote  the  money  afterwards  was  a. 
crime,  and  a  reversal  of  the  proper  order  of 
things,  when  he  wanted  to  get  the  control  of 
these  estimates  out  of  the  hands  of  Mr.  Speaker ; 
but  when  it  comes  to  be  a  question  of  £40,000 
to  be  spent  on  parliamentary  buildings,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself  has  a  special 
object  to  serve,  the  constitutional  rule  goes  by 
the  board  at  once.  The  right  thing  then  to  do 
is  to  spend  the  money  first  and  vote  it  after- 
wards. But  the  fact  is  that  the  real  author  of 
this  mistake,  or,  rather,  the  innocent  cause  of 
the  extraordinary  business,  is  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie).  He 
is  the  man  who  is  really  responsible  for  it.  I 
was  not  in  the  House  in  1894,  but  no  doubt 
many  honourable  members  will  remember 
the  fateful  night  when  the  two  millions  were 
demanded  for  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
That  sum  the  then  Treasurer  declared  would 
make  the  bank  unmistakably  sound,  safe,  and 
stable.  I  think  these  were  his  words.  Next 
year  he  had  to  confess  that  three  millions  more 
would  be  required  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
House  was  naturally  aghast,  and  demanded,  in 
its  perplexity,  a  Committee  of  inquiry.  Then 
it  was  the  Premier  said  *'I  will  accept  any 
man  in  the  House  for  the  Committee  except 
Mr.  Duthie."  So  I  suspect  it  was  at  the  by-eleo- 
tion  he  practically  said,  "  I  will  allow  anybody 
to  come  into  the  House  except  Mr.  Duthie,  and 
in  order  to  keep  him  out  I  will  get  as  many 
co-operative  voters  to  work  on  the  Parliament- 
ary Buildings  as  possible."  I  declare  my  belief 
that  that  accounts  for  the  contempt  of  parlia- 
mentary authority.  I  was  here  in  Wellington  at 
the  time,  and  have  little  doubt  that  election  is 
at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  business.  There  are 
members  on  that  side  of  the  House  oalliog 
themselves  Liberals  who  stand  up  there  and. 
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defend  the  right  honourable  gentleman  when 
he  casta  aside  the  authority  of  Parliament  and 
expends  public  money  when  and  how  he  chooses. 
Kow,  after  exposing  the  falsification  of  the 
figures,  I  want  to  show  that  there  are  asser- 
tions in  the  body  of  the  Statement  that  carry 
out  a  system,  emphasise  and  maintain  a  deli- 
berate system,  of  imposture— I  can  call  it  no- 
thing else  —which  has  been  carried  on  in  this 
colony  for  years — for  six  or  seven  years,  at  all 
•rents.  Honourable  members  will  understand 
what  I  mean  ^hen  I  turn  to  page  vi.  of  the 
Statement  and  read  a  sentence  or  two  alluding 
to  settlement.    It  is  this : — 

**  In  my  opinion  the  above  is  a  fairly  com- 
plete answer  to  the  allegation  that  the  in- 
oreased  revenue  is  caused  by  the  tariff  of  1895. 
I  feel  sure  that  the  increased  revenue  is  owing 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  country  arising  from 
the  impetus  to  mining,  the  prevalence  of  fairly 
good  prices  for  agricultural  produce,  the  in- 
creased spending-power  of  the  people,  the 
settling  of  the  people  on  the  land,  and  opening- 
up  of  the  country." 

In  another  part  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man goes  on  to  say  that  if  we  want  to  see  the 
signs  of  settlement  we  should  go  out  into  the 
country,  and  so  forth.  Now,  it  is  a  fact,  and 
an  extraordinary  one,  that  at  least  the  un- 
thinking and  unobservant  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation, and  those  who  have  not  the  means  of 
verification  at  their  command,  are  under  the 
firm  belief — the  delusion,  which  has  been  fos- 
tered by  Ministerial  speeches  delivered  in  all 
parts  of  the  colony — that  the  settlement  of  the 
land  in  New  Zealand  dates  from  about  the 
time  those  honourable  gentlemen  took  posses- 
sion of  the  Treasury  benches.  I  have  met 
hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  who  are  under 
that  curious  belief.  But  I  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  giving,  within  the  compass  of 
a  few  minutes,  a  photograph,  as  it  were, 
of  the  settlement  of  the  country,  extending 
oyer  a  period  of  twenty-one  years ;  and  when 
I  am  done  I  want  the  Minister  of  Lands  to 
get  up  in  his  place — I  am  sorry  to  see  the 
honourable  gentleman  scowling  at  me  in  that 
way ;  I  hope  he  does  not  intend  to  extend 
to  me  a  Highland  welcome  to  his  home  in 
the  south— the  **  young  Lochinvar  "  business — 
I  want.  Sir,  the  Minister  to  get  up  in  his  place 
and  tell  us  precisely  where  the  figures  are 
materially  wrong.  This  table,  I  may  say,  is 
substantially  the  same  as  the  one  I  gave  when 
I  addressed  a  public  meeting  in  Dunedin,  but 
I  have  since  revised  it  with  the  aid  of  the  means 
placed  at  my  disposal  here,  and  have  included 
the  present  year.  It  is  a  table  that  will  show 
exactly  what  has  taken  place  in  the  way  of 
settlement  during  twenty-one  years,  and,  as  I 
have  said,  J[  want  the  Minister  to  point  out,  some 
time  before  the  debate  closes,  where  my  figures 
are  wrong — that  is  to  say,  substantially  wrong, 
for  there  may  be  a  solitary  figure  here  and  there 
requiring  such  correction  as  can  only  come 
from  the  department.  It  is  substantially  accu- 
rate, and  the  number  of  settlers  given  for  the 
past  seven  years  must  be  right,  because  it  agrees 
with  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  state- 


ment of  what  has  been  done  since  he  took  hii 
place  on  those  benches. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE.— If  it  is  your  Dunedtn 
table  it  is  all  wrong. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— It  is  substan- 
tially  the  same  ;  but  there  are  small  corrections 
which  have  the  effect  of  making  the  position 
better  for  the  honourable  gentleman's  prede- 
cessors, and  worse  for  himself.  I  will  read  the 
figures:— 


Date. 

0 

II 

1 

Qovemment  in  Office. 

1878 

1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 

1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 

1888 
1899 
1890 
1891 

1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 

6,704 

5,060 
2,037 
3.373 
3,032 
2,162 

2,318 
2,114 
1,857 
2,914 

2,199 
2,392 
2.034 
1,881 

1,953 
2,578 
2,454 
1,988 
2,504 
1,735 
1,539 

44 

20 
13 
37 
101 
76 

99 
145 
110 
172 

179 
212 
212 
200 

240 
201 
236 
392 
891 
813 
704 

6,660 

6,030 
2.024 
3,336 
2,931 
2,086 

2,219  ' 
1,969  , 
1,747 
2,742 

2,020 
2.180 
1,822 
1,681 

1,713 
2,377 
2,218 
1,596 
1,613 
922 
835 

Grey. 

Hall-Atkinson 
(8th  Oct.,  1879, 
to    16th    Aug., 
1884). 

Stout- Vogel  (16th 

■     Aug.,  1884,   to 

8th  Oct.,  1887). 

)  Atkinson      (Oct., 
[     1887,    to    24th 
1     Jan.,  1891). 

■Ballance-Seddon. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  figures  you  have 
quoted  from  Sir  George  Grey's  time  were  owing 
to  the  gridiron ing  that  went  on. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  will  meet 
the  honourable  gentleman  on  that  point.  Mr. 
James  McKerrow,  the  head  of  the  department, 
in  his  statement  for  the  year,  says  this: 
**  During  the  year,  4,151  bought  in  Canter- 
bury 554,168  acres.  In  Otago,  417  persons 
settled  on  92,866  acres."  Now,  this  would 
give  an  average  in  Canterbury  of  133  acres 
apiece,  and  in  Otago  222  acres.  There  is  no 
grid  ironing  in  that.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man attempted  to  take  me  off  the  track,  but 
I  was  prepared  for  him.  The  table  I  have 
given,  then,  is  the  story  of  twenty- one  years. 
I  am  going  to  formulate  no  charge  against 
the  Minister  on  it.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  been  doing  the  best  he  could  for 
settlement — as  his  predecessors  did  before  him. 
I  am  dealing  now  with  the  belief  that  is  firmly 
rooted  in  the  minds  of  those  who  do  not  ques- 
tion the  loose  statements  made  by  Ministers 
throughout  the  colony,  that  settlement  has^ 
under  the  Government,  been  advancing  at  a 
rate  it  never  did    before.    Now,  I  will  give 
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•Ji  abstract  of  the  table.  I  omit  Sir  George 
Orey^B  year,  because  it  stande  alone.  This  is 
the  abstract : — ' 


1 

£8i . 
•5* 

Average  Net 

Number  of 

New  Settlers 

per  Tear. 

li 

Name    of 
Ministry. 

8,131 
2,301 
2,126 
2.107 

50 
182 
200 
406 

3,081 
2,169 
1,926 
1,611 

5 

4 
4 
7 

Hall- Atkinson. 
Stout-Vogel. 
Atkinson. 
Ballance-Seddon. 

Take  the  gross  number  of  new  settlers  put  on 
the  land,  and  you  will  find  that  they  have  put 
fewer  people  on  the  land  than  any  of  their  pre- 
decessors, immediate  or  remote.  Take  the  for- 
feitures, and  you  will  find  that  they  have 
increased  more,  infinitely  more,  in  proportion, 
than  in  the  case  of  any  previous  Government. 
Take  the  net  settlement,  and  you  will  find  that 
the  number  is  fewer  than  in  the  time  of  any 
previous  Government.  Now,  no  doubt,  pre- 
vious Gk>vernments  had  advantages  in  the  old 
days,  in  that  they  had  more  Grown  lands  at 
disposal  than  the  honourable  gentleman ;  but 
he  has  the  advantage  of  having  the  private 
estates.  So  that  the  net  result  is  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  with  the  aid  of  £800,000 
— I  think  the  sum  is— to  purchase  private  estates 
with,  has  put  fewer  settlers  on  the  land  than 
any  previous  Government  in  the  history  of  the 
oolony. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Where  was  the  land? 

Mr.M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— That,  no  doubt, 
is  on  the  credit  side  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's case.  I  have  already  said  so — I  desire 
to  be  fair;  but  I  must  point  out  that  during 
even  the  last  year  of  his  predecessor's  term  of 
office  the  then  Minister  put  more  men  on 
Grown  land,  all  the  same.  What  I  am  now 
oombating 

An  Hon.  Mbicbeb.— Move  a  vote  of  no  confi- 
dsnoe. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAOKENZIE.— Unhappily,  I 
cannot  move  an  amendment  now ;  but  I  will 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  later  a  speci- 
men of  the  amendment  that  ought  to  be 
moved,  if  that  will  suit  him.  I  say  that  what 
I  am  oombating  is  the  strange  belief  —  created 
by  imposture  —  that  the  settlement  of  the 
oolony  dates  from  the  accession  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  to  office,  although 
people  have  only  to  walk  into  the  country, 
to  any  of  the  fiourishing  settlements  in  ex- 
istence, and  inquire,  **  What  is  the  date  of 
this  settlement?"  and  they  would  find  the  tale 
a  very  different  one.  The  Minister  of  Lands 
never  went  the  length  of  saying  in  plain  words, 
*<  We  have  done  more  in  the  way  of  settlement 
than  our  predecessors."  His  method  was  very 
much  simpler,  and  more  efieotive.  It  was  to 
pour  out  streams  of  confusing  figures  as  to  the 
acreage  taken  up  under  different  kinds  of  settle- 
ment, until  the  simple  people  gaped  at  what 
itemed  the  extraordinary  success  he  had  had. 
Mr.  M.  J,  8.  MaekmeU 


1  had  neariy  forgotten  that  the  Premier  oame 
to  his  assistance  at  Ghristohuroh,  and,  for 
the  first  time,  let  it  be  noted,  alluded  to 
forfeitures ;  and  here  is  the  way  in  whioh,  at  a 
public  meeting,  he  explained  them.  He  said : — 

"Shall  I  tell  yon  whose  settlers  "—the  for- 
feiting and  surrendering  settlers — **  they  are  ? 
They  were  settlers  placed  on  the  land  daring 
the  time  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson  was  Minister 
of  Lands,  when  the  terms  and  conditions  were 
so  drastic  and  severe  that,  when  the  liberal 
land -laws  of  the  present  Government  were 
passed,  these  settlers  came  under  the  McKensie 
clauses." 

The  people  cheered  that,  of  course.  They 
did  not  know  how  simply  the  assertion  could  be 
disproved.  Four  different  kinds  of  land-settle- 
ment are  the  invention  of  the  Hon.  the  Minis* 
ter  of  Lands;  they  were  initiated  after  he 
came  into  office :  The  lease  in  perpetuity  — 
the  999  years'  affair— which  looks,  I  may  here 
say,  as  if  it  were  about  to  prove  a  total  failure  ; 
occupation  with  right  of  purchase;  improved 
farms;  and  village •  settlement  lease  in  per- 
petuity. These  did  not  exist  in  the  time  of 
the  late  Government — they  were  the  inven- 
tion of  the  honourable  gentleman;  and  the 
number  of  forfeitures  in  these  alone,  in 
the  two,  three,  and  four  years  of  their  exist- 
ence, amounts  to  between  eight  hundred  and 
nine  hundred.  That  really  settles  the  qnee- 
tion  as  to  whose  settlers  they  were.  The 
plain  fact  is  that  the  forfeitures  under  the 
honourable  gentleman  have  enormously  in- 
creased as  his  settlers  have  gone  down.  Now 
let  me  turn  to  another  aspect  of  the  State- 
ment. There  is  something  in  it  whioh  is  held 
to  cover  a  multitude  of  faults  :  there  is  a 
surplus.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
surpluses  from  members  on  both  sides ;  but  I 
am  not  really  concerned  to  prove  whether  it  is 
a  genuine  surplus  or  whether  it  is  not.  It  is, 
no  doubt,  a  legal  surplus  ;  the  law  permits  the 
Government  to  call  it  a  surplus,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  perfectly  right  in  so 
doing.  But,  although  it  is  a  legal  surplns, 
and  therefore,  in  a  sense,  a  proper  one,  it 
may  still  be  a  manufactured  surplus.  I  saj 
it  may  still  be  legal  and  yet  be  manafao- 
tured,  just  on  the  same  principle  as  a  man 
who  has  not  natural  dignity  or  truthfulness 
in  him  may  manufacture  the  article  and 
maintain  a  very  decent  appearance.  **  As- 
sume a  virtue  if  you  have  it  not."  How  is 
the  surplus  manufactured  ?  That  is  the  point 
I  want  to  know.  There  are  some  members 
in  this  House  who  say — and  it  has  scaroelj 
been  denied  by  the  other  side  —  that  the 
surplus  is  manufactured  by  the  simple  prooess 
of  underestimating  revenue  and  ovevestinuht- 
ing  expenditure.  Well,  now,  is  that  so,  or  is 
it  not  ?  I  am  going  to  take  a  simple  way  of 
proving  it,  and  I  am  going  to  prove  it  oat  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Premier  himself— that  is  to  say, 
I  am,  at  least,  going  to  prove  that  he  has 
alwavs  been  alive  to  the  simplicity  of  the  trick. 
In  the  year  1898,  when  the  railways  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  Gommissioners,  the  Premier 
wanted  to  get  them  oat  of  their  hands,  hnl 
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4ie  was  met  wilh  a  curious  difficulty.  The 
•^Commissioners  had  a  sarplus,  which  surplus 
Upointod  to  the  fact  that  tnere  had  been  good 
management  of  the  railways  generally — that 
-they  had  a  strong  finance.  The  Premier  went 
to  Napier  to  address  a  public  meeting.  Here 
is  what  he  said  :— 

**  We  have  been  told  that  the  railways  have 
been  such  a  success  under  the  Commissioners 
.«8  to  warrant  the  colony  continuing  them  in 
the  position.  *  There  is  a  surplus/  they  say, 
*  over  the  estimates.'  But  that  is  easily  enough 
done  by  making  the  estimates  of  receipts  of 
the  year  very  low,  and  the  return  will  show  the 
•country  prosperous.  I  claim  that  such  is  not 
a  true  condition  of  things,  because,  though 
there  may  be  shown  a  surplus,  it  does  not  show 
/good  management." 

Here  we  have  got  the  facts  very  strikingly 
brought  out  by  the  Premier  :  first,  that  a 
surplus  is  a  very  easy  thing  to  manufacture — a 
true  surplus,  mark  you-^and,  secondly,  it  is  a 
si^  of  bad  management.  It  is  quite  a  simple 
thing  *<  to  show  the  country  prosperous."  Now, 
if  we  are  going  to  apply  the  criticism  of  the  then 
Railway  Commissioners  to  the  management  of 
4he  colony — in  which  management  these  same 
railways  are  now  included — we  find  at  once 
that  the  surplus  is  manufactured,  and  that  the 
management  is  bad.  Another  thing,  however, 
in  connection  with  the  snrplus  question  is 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  House.  I  do  not 
think  it  has  been  alluded  to  yet..  Let  me 
iay  down  this  proposition  to  the  House  :  It 
is  our  duty  to  take  care  that  any  surplus,  real 
or  fictitious,  does  not  act  in  this  oolonv  what 
I  may  call  the  part  of  a  "  whited  sepulchre." 
I  mean,  that  it  ought  not,  by  exterior  fair- 
ness, to  attract  the  eye,  and  divert  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  from  the 
foulness  and  the  corruption  existing  within. 
I  think  that  is  a  sound  and  reasonable  proposi- 
tion to  lay  down.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man the  other  night  told  us,  on  the  authority 
of  some  statesman  he  misquoted,  that  if  his 
finance  was  sound  it  could  oe  proved  that  his 
policy  was  good.  If  that  be  sound  doctrine, 
it  would  be  equally  sound  argument  to  say  of 
any  scoundrel  who  had  amassed  a  fortune  that 
his  character  must  be  good.  I  hardly  think 
that,  even  in  these  Liberal  days,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  go  that  length.  I  am  afraid  our 
surplus  is  now  having  the  effect  of  diverting 
the  attention  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land from  the  moral  slough  into  which  the 
eolony  has  sunk  during  the  past  seVen  years. 
The  honourable  member  for  Oamarn  taunted 
me  to-night  with  the  authorship  of  the  amend- 
ment just  disposed  of.  Well,  I  agree  with  the 
amendment;  I  thought  that  it  was  wanted 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  moment.  I 
also  think  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite 
would  not  have  been  so  angry  about  it  unless 
the  amendment  touched  them  on  the  raw  in 
some  way.  I  am  going  to  give  the  House  my 
notion  of  what  is  the  only  amendment  worth 
moving  at  the  present  time  in  the  colony's 
history.  I  cannot  move  it,  of  course ;  but  I 
ean  mention  it,  and  let  It  go  forth.    It  would 


take  this  form,  *'  That  no  surplus,  real  or  ficti- 
tious, is  or  ought  to  be  considered  a  set-off 
against  the  moral  evils  which  have  been  en- 
gendered under  the  present  Government,  and 
the  serious  administrative  blunders  they  have 
committed."  That  is  the  sort  of  amendment  I 
should  like  to  see  moved,  and,  I  need  not  say, 
carried,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  before  very 
long. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— It  is  a  little  more  high- 
sounding  than  the  last. 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE.— Yes;  it  sounds 
well,  does  it  not?  And  does  my  honourable 
friend  know  why  it  sounds  so  well  ?  Because 
it  is  true.  Whatever  is  true  always  sounds 
well.  I  cannot  move  it — the  Standing  Orders 
forbid  me ;  but  the  time  will  come  for  it.  I  say. 
Sir,  that  immorality  and  maladministration 
have  become  inextricably  mixed  in  almost 
every  transaction  the  Government  has  entered 
into,  and  I  propose,  if  the  time  at  my  disposal 
will  admit,  to  go  over  some  of  them. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— You  have  only  about  ten 
minutes. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Then  I  shall 
have  to  hurry  on  now,  and  take  another  oppor- 
tunity of  finishing  what  I  have  to  say.  I  wish 
now  to  draw  the  attention  of  honourable  mem- 
bers to  the  analogy  that  exists  between  the 
present  regime  and  that  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
in  the  last  century,  except  that  Walpole's  great 
financial  ability  is  here  wholly  wanting.  Here 
is  what  a  great  historian  says  of  Walpole  and 
his  administration  :  "  Walpole  did  not  initiate 
corruption  " — those  were  corrupt  days,  when 
the  nation  was  accustomed  to  corruption — 
corruption  in  high  places.  '*  Walpole  did  not 
initiate  corruption,  but  he  systematized  it — 
organised  it  as  a  system,  and  made  it  the 
normal  process  of  parliamentary  government." 
Now,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  any  careful 
and  inquiring  mind  will  find  a  strong  analogy 
between  the  condition  of  New  Zealand  for 
some  years  past  and  the  condition  that  ex- 
isted under  Walpole,  except  in  his  success 
as  a  financier.  Let  there  be  no  mistake  about 
it.  I  give  my  opinion  freely;  and  I  declare 
that,  go  where  you  may  in  town  or  country, 
you  will  find  the  atmosphere  of  New  Zealand 
IS  positively  foetid  with  political  corruption. 
You  may  not  so  readily  detect  it  in  large 
matters  that  attract  the  eye.  The  honourable 
gentlemen  has  got,  say,  a  Judge  to  appoint,  and 
be  makes  a  fair  appointment.  He  did  not  on 
one  occasion.  The  man  has  passed  away  from 
us  now.  He  was  an  honourable  man  and  a 
pleasant  companion,  and  I  say  no  more.  But, 
Sir,  when  he  was  appointed  there  was  such 
a  howl  of  disapprobation  throughout  New 
Zealand  that  the  Government  never  ven- 
tured such  an  appointment  again.  Th» 
English  people  everywhere  have  the  deepest 
respect  for  their  Courts,  and  will  allow 
no  tampering  with  them,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  tampering  with  them  now.  But 
you  go  into  the  country  districts,  and  inquire 
who  are  appointed  to  hosts  o(  small  offices — 
appointed  under  the  Stock  Department,  and  as 
ViUners  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Aot» 
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ikod  as  Jiutioes  of  the  Peace,  fuid  so  forth. 
Ae  to  the  Juetices  of  the  Peaoe,  the  less  we  say 
abont  them  the  better.    Formerly,  when  you 
wanted  any  formal  work  from  a  Justice,  you 
used  to  ask  merely,  **  Are  you  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  ?  "     Now  you  have  to  ask  two  ques- 
tions — "  Are  you  a  Justice  of   the  Peace  ?  " 
and  *<When  were  you  appointed?"    And,  if 
the  appointment  is  recent,  you  feel  inclined  to 
button  up  your  pockets  before  you  set  to  work. 
I  know  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  who  was  ap- 
pointed  shortly  after  he  had  emerged  from 
the   Supreme  Court  with  the  very  narrowest 
escape  possible  for  sheep-stealing.    And  he  is 
there  still.    There  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
the  other  day  who  was  before  the  Oourt  for 
refusing  to  support  his  mother. 
When  the  J.P.'8  finished  Sumping  on  his  mother. 
He  loves  to  lie  a-basking  in  the  snn. 
Thete  was  one  mentioned  in  the  House  the 
other  day  who  could  not  read  or  write;  and 
there  was  one  who  was  found  to  be  quartered 
upon  the  charitable  aid  of  the  colony,  and  so 
forth.    They  are  all,  of  course,  Qovernment 
supporters.    I  could  dwell  for  a  long  time  on 
such  things,  but  it  seems  as  if  the  people  of 
New    Zealand    were    getting    careless    about 
them.    And  why  ?    Because,  forsooth,  we  have 
got  a  surplus.    Honourable  members  have  been 
giving  instances  of  the  spoils- to-victors  system. 
There  is  no  need  for  details.    Take  the  recent 
appointments  to  the  Legislative  Council.    I  do 
not  want  to  say  anything  against  the  men.    I 
like  the  men,  and  I  respect  them.    I  am  on 
perfectly  friendly  terms  with  them.    But  the 
Premier  laid  down  as  his  principle  of  action 
that  when  two  men  presented  themselves  for 
appointment,  and  both  were  of  equal  ability, 
he  would  accept  the    friend.     Well,  that  is 
plausible  enough  to  the  unthinking,  but  it  is 
an  extremely  dangerous  principle,  because  they 
always  find  the  friend  to  be  the  most  able  man 
— it  is  human  nature.    When  a  Councillor  was 
wanted  from  Canterbury,  Mr.  Twomey   and, 
say,  Sir  John  Hall  were  there  for  choice.    The 
Premier   apparently   found    them    of    equal 
ability  and  experience,  and  chose  Mr.  Twomey. 
It  may  be  said  it  could  not  be  expected  that  a 
Qovernment  should  appoint  political  opponents 
to  the  Council.    To  that  pernicious  argument 
I  will  only  say.  Sir,  that  if  the  Premier  or 
the  Minister  of  Lands  happened  to  be  out  of 
politics,  I  should  feel  disgraced  if  they  were 
left  out  of   the   Council,  and   their  valuable 
services  were  lost  to  the  country.    But  let  us 
suppose,  for  argument  merely,  they  are  justified 
in  aclopting  the  party  principle.    Mr.  Twomey 
presents  himself  with  Mr.  Alfred  Saunders,  the 
father  of  the  House,  as  he  was  called,  and  a 
supporter  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
Mr.  Twomey  never  won  a  seat  in  this  House. 
He  tried  several  times  and  failed — not  that  he 
is    any    the    worse    for    that.      I    never    felt 
prouder    in    my   life  —  except   when   I    suc- 
ceeded  in    Dunedin  —  than    when    I    failed 
for  Waihemo.    But,  after  repeated  failures  to 
secure  the  confidence  of  the  communityi  he 
presents  himself  with  Mr.  Alfred  Saunders,  the 
oldest  member  of  this  House,  one  of  the  oldest 
Mr.  3f.  J.  S,  MaekmMie 


settlers  in  the  ooIobv,  vi  extremely  able  : 
and  a  supporter  of  the  Premier.  Why  was  not 
Mr.  Saoncers  chosen  ?  Because  he  exaroiaed  a 
little  manly  independence  of  thought  when  he 
was  here.  And,  Sir,  while  the  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier calls  himself  a  Liberal,  there  is  nothing 
he  abhors  so  much  as  the  smallest  sign  of 
independence  of  thought  or  character.  He 
must  have  some  one  who  goes  before  him  on 
all-fours.  I  merely  give  this  as  an  illustration 
of  the  corrupt  principles  now  dominant,  ami. 
accepted  in  the  country  in  these  later  days. 
Sir,  this  corruption  which  has  taken  root 
among  us,  and  the  consequences  of  which 
our  children  will  yet  suffer  under — in  every 
corner  of  the  colony  it  is  being  carried  oa 
and  tacitly  accepted,  because,  forsooth,  we 
have  got  a  surplus.  If  that  is  going  to  oon- 
tinue,  would  to  God,  I  say,  that  we  oould  go 
back  to  honest  poverty  and  purity  again,  thab 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  take  himself 
and  his  surplus  somewhere  else,  where  they 
could  not  corrupt  and  demoralise  the  people. 
I  may  mention  that  a  Bill  has  been  brought 
before  us  to  place  the  Council  on  a  better  foot- 
ing— ^to  further  reform  it,  as  the  Premier  says. 
Why,  there  are  twelve  Councillors  whose  terms 
of  office  will  expire  next  October  twelve  months,, 
and  if  any  one  of  those  Councillors  shows  the 
smallest  sign  of  independence  of  mind,  will  he, 
does  any  one  suppose,  be  reappointed  ?  Not  a 
bit  of  it.  He  has  got  to  grovel  and  crawl  if  h» 
wants  to  keep  his  place  in  the  Council.  If 
there  happens  to  be  a  Bill  coming  before  the 
Council  which,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,, 
he  feels  he  ought  to  vote  against,  he  has  got  to 
support  it  or  lose  his  seat ;  and  that  is  what  we 
call  reform. 
Mr.  MILLS.— Shame. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Shame  I  I 
should  think  so,  indeed ;  and  I  am  glad  to- 
see,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  the  blush 
of  shame  on  the  cheeks  of  the  honourable 
member.  Then,  there  was  the  seizure  of  the 
looal  bodies'  sinking  funds.  The  House,  no 
doubt,  is  tired  of  the  subject,  but  it  affords 
a  good  illustration  of  the  mixture  of  im- 
morality with  maladministration.  For  those 
funds  were,  in  the  first  instance,  seoretly 
and  silently  seized.  Not  a  word  was  said 
about  it  at  the  time  the  deed  was  done.  It 
was  accidentally  disoovered  by  a  member  of 
.QQ  the  then  House.  And  then,  forsooth, 
'  after  taking  all  the  money  they  could 
get,  after  taking  £150,000,  practically  trust- 
moneys  of  the  local  bodies,  the  (Government 
bring  down  a  Bill  to  prevent  it  being  done 
again.  They  say,  with  an  air  of  virtue,  "  We 
introduce  a  BiU  that  will  prevent  us  from 
taking  any  more."  It  is  just  like  the  orimiaai 
who  goes  to  the  authorities  and  says,  **  I  have 
stolen  every  penny  I  oould  get  and  that  I  want: 
put  the  manacles  on  me,  look  me  up,  so  that  I 
may  steal  no  more,  for  I  find  there  is  no  more 
for  me  to  steal."  I  should  like,  Sir,  to  give 
vent  to  my  indignation — would  that  I  had  a  few 
minutes  more  at  command — at  the  aotion  of 
the  Government  in  awarding  the  New  Zealand 
Cross  to  Cornet  Harry  Wrigg.    In  this  noUe 
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deoocaiion — one  of  the  highest  and  most  ooveted 
honours  that  the  Queen  bestows  on  the  lion- 
hoarted  man  who  risks  his  liie  in  the  serrioe  of 
his  country  by  some  desperate  deed  of  valour — 
he  must  not,  by  the  rules »  ask.  for  it  himself ; 
it  is  for  his  commanding  officer  to  say,  **  Well 
doue.  You  are  a  brave  fellow.  I  will  bring  your 
valour  to  the  notice  of  your  sovereign.'*  And 
yet  this  man  Wrlgg  waits  for  thirsy  years  and 
then  gets  the  honour.  Is  it  not  a  significant 
thing  that  he  should  wait  for  thirty  years? 
Why  should  he  do  it  ?  Shall  I  tell  the  reason  ? 
He  had  to  wait  for  thirty  years  until  he  found 
a  New  Zealand  Government  venal  enough  to 
grant  him  this  noble  distinction  upon  testi- 
mony got  up  by  himself,  going  round  the  colony 
crawling  to  people  who  knew  nothing  of 
his  alleged  action,  and  begging  of  them  to 
testify  that  he  was  a  hero.  I  repeat,  he 
waits  for  thirty  years  until  he  gets  a  Gk>vem- 
ment  so  sunk  in  venality  that  they  would 
traffic  in  the  noblest  honours  the  Queen  can 
hestow  upon  the  brave.  Is  it  not  enough  to 
raise  the  indignation  of  the  whole  countrv  ?  I 
have  other  things  to  animadvert  upon  had  I 
the  time.  There  is,  for  instance,  the  Police 
Commission:  I  will  deal  with  that  on  some 
other  occasion.  I  only  wish  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Ohristchurch  Oity  (Mr. 
Taylor)  were  here,  so  that  I  might  let  him  mto 
the  secret  why  the  Premier  refused  to  give 
evidence  before  the  Police  Commission.  I 
believe,  Sir,  the  Commissioners  were  properly 
terrorised  before  they  tramped  up  that 
excuse  about  impeachment  in  order  to  exempt 
the  Premier  from  giving  evidence.  I  had  in- 
tended to  mention  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  as  an  instance  of 
ghastly  maladministration,  but  I  have  not  the 
time  at  my  disposal.  As  I /commenced  with 
a  question,  I  will  conclude  with  one :  What  are 
we  to  do  to  relieve  the  colony  from  the  ignoble 
bondage  in  which  it  is  now,  and  purify  the 
atmosphere  from  the  poisonous  vapours  with 
which  it  is  laden?  What  can  we  do?  To 
whom  are  we  to  look  for  relief?  Not  to  this 
House.  Honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  are  bound  and  manacled.  They  have  got 
into  such  a  position  that  if  any  one  dares 
to  assert  his  independence  the  Premier  will 
say,  "Look  out  what  you  are  about,  or  we 
will  put  up  a  candidate  against  you  at  the  next 
election."  That  is  Liberalism  in  New  Zealand. 
The  electors  in  an  evil  moment  gave  him  that 
power.  The  Qovemment  seems  strong  now, 
because  they  have  got  to  their  bed-rock  ma- 
jority, which  majority  is  maintained  by  hold- 
ing over  its  head  the  threat  of  a  dissolution. 
We  can  expect  nothing  from  them  in  such 
circumstances.  We  of  the  Opposition  are 
powerless  for  lack  of  numbers ;  the  left  wing, 
too,  are  powerless.  What  have  we  to  do,  then, 
m  our  extremity  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Your  time  is  up. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.-^Then  I  must 
shortly  answer  that.  We  must  look  to  the 
people  of  New  Zealand,  at  the  next  general 
election,  to  insist  upon  the  purification  of  the 
political  atmosphere;  and,  Sir,  I  shall  be  as- 


tonished if  they  do  not  readily  and  satisfac- 
torily respond  to  the  appeal. 

Mr.  WARD  (Awarua). — ^The  honourable  mem- 
ber has  misr^resented  me  in  one  portion  of  hia 
speech,  and  I  desire  to  reply  to  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Are  you  going  to  speak 
in  the  debate  now  ? 

Mr.  WARD. — ^No,  I  am  not  going  to  do  so- 
at  present.  I  have  been  misrepresented,  and 
merely  wish  to  point  out  this  misrepresenta- 
tion. The  honourable  member  made  a  state- 
ment to-night,  which  he  has  made  outside  this 
House  before,  imputing  to  me  certain  remarks- 
which  he  alleges  I  made  on  the  introduction  of 
the  banking  legislation  in  1894.  His  state- 
ment, made  both  outside  the  House  and  re- 
iterated here  to-night,  is  absolutely  contrary  to 
fact.  Sir,  I  have  just  carefully  read  through 
the  speech  in  Baruard  that  I  made  in  this 
House  when  I  introduced  the  banking  legisla- 
tion in  1894,  and  my  speech  contains  no  such 
remarks  as  the  honourable  member  has  stated 
were  made  by  me,  nor  anything  approaching 
ihem ;  and  I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  the 
honourable  member  should  not  make  sure  it 
was  a  fact,  which  he  could  readily  have  done,, 
before  imputing  to  me  a  statement  which  I  did 
not  make  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  (Oamaru).— The  honourable 
member  for  Donedin  City  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  has 
misrepresented  me  also.  W  hat  I  said  was  this : 
that  when  the  representatives  of  those  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House  sat  on  these 
benches  they  were  bound  hand  and  foot  to  the  - 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  That  was  what  I 
said. 

Mr.  FRASER.— You  said  more  than  that. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.—'*  I  said  more  than  that  ?  " 
I  only  said  they  tried  in  every  form  to  cover  up 
any  chance  of  going  into  and  ascertaining  what 
the  real  facts  were  in  connection  with  the  loss 
by  the  bank  of  four  millions. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton).— Mr.  Speaker,  let 
me  congratulate  the  honourable  member  repre- 
senting Dunedin  City  for  having  at  last  thrown 
a  little  bit  of  animation  into  this  debate.  I 
wish  he  had  given  us  this  evening  not  so  much 
of  a  no- confidence  speech  evidently  prepared 
for  a  previous  occasion — because  we  know  dur- 
ing each  session  he  has  a  number  of  speeches 
of  this  character,  and  this  is  the  first  of  them 
we  have  had  during  the  present  session.  But, 
although  he  has  not  referred — at  least,  he 
referred,  I  think,  very  slightly  indeed— to  the 
Financial  Statement,  I  must  say  that  I  con- 
gratulate him  upon  having  thrown  a  little 
life  into  a  debate  which,  up  till  .this  evening, 
has  been  remarkable  for  its  want  of  interest. 
Since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  House 
I  must  say  I  have  never  listened  to  a  finan- 
cial debate  opened  or  carried  on  as  the  present 
one  has  been.  It  has  been  from  the  com- 
mencement about  as  fiat  as  the  Basin  Reserve. 
The  Gk)vernment's  opponents  seemed  to  me, 
from  this  side  of  the  House,  to  have  been  doing 
a  sword-dance;  and  this  is  just  exactly  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  has  been  doing.  He  has  been  dancing  . 
all  round  the  figures,  keeping  very  discreetly  ■' 
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^lear  of  these  weapons,  and  he  has  done  ifc 
dexterously,  and  that,  too,  withoat  kilts.  Bat, 
Sir,  what  does  the  speeoh  after  all  amount  to  ? 
We  have  heard  a  great'deal  of  violent  language. 
He  has  been  telling  us  that  the  colony  is  in 
41  moral  slum.  He  has  been  telling  us  about 
the  great  unthinking  crowd  that  exists  in  New 
.2jealand,  declaring  that  throughout  the  coun- 
try there  are  a  great  number  of  oolonists 
unable  to  investigate  political  questions  for 
themselves,    and    that  it  is  a  scandal   it    Is 

•so.  Well,  the  Premier  through  the  medium 
of  this  Financial  Statement  has  not  sought 
to  make  any  one  believe  that  our  position 
;«nd  the  position  of  the  colony  is  in  any  way 
different  from  what  it  is.  It  is  a  great  pity 
that  the  honourable  member  has  been  taking 
•such  an  extremely  gloomy  view  of  the  popular 
intelligence.  His  opinions  of  New  Zealand  are 
-entirely  out  of  harmony  with  the  intelligent 
opinion  of  the  people,  and  of  those  who  are  best 
able  to  judge.  I  do  not  know  why  he  should 
indulge  in  this  heated  language.  I  cannot  see 
for  my  life  why  his  forebodings  should  be  so 
'dismal.  We  have  heard  tonight  that  he  has 
been  filled  with  sorrow.  He  has  been  wringing 
his  hands  metaphorically  in  anguish.  He  has 
been  indulging  in  remarkable  language— lan- 
guage almost  unparliamentary,  in  fact,  al- 
though he  managed  to  keep  within  the  rales  of 
«lebate.  And  what  has  he  been  doing  ?  Attack- 
ing the  character,  in  very  vague  and  inferential 
terms,  of  men  whom  he  would  scarcely  dare 
to  attack  on  the  public  platform  face  to  face — 
such  men  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Twomey,  a  man  I 
have  known  during  a  great  part  of  my  lifetime 
as  one  who  has  always  been  consistent,  giving 
utterance,  vigorously  and  fearlessly,  to  his  con- 
victions, and  who,  I  believe,  has  never  been 
known  to  write  or  speak  against  his  convic- 
tions. I  am  not  prepared  to  assert  that  the 
honourable  member  can  say  the  same.  But, 
Sir,  he  has  not  been  content  with  endeavouring 
to  detract  from  the  character  of  this  man ;  he 
has  not  been  content  with  endeavouring  to 
asperse  the  living,  but  he  has  also  been  aspers- 
ing the  dead.  Sir,  I  was  astounded  to  hear  the 
remarks  he  made  this  evening  about  a  man 
who,  notwithstanding  any  blemishes  that  may 
be  attached  to  his  character,  was  revered  and 
respected  throughout  the  countir.  I  refer  to 
the  late  Sir  Patrick  Buckley.  If  the  Govern- 
ment did  promote  him  to  a  position  on  the 
Bench,  did  he  disgrace  that  position  ? 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.-No. 
Mr.  HOGG.— Then  why  does  the  honourable 
member  refer  to  this  howl  he  speaks  of  ?  I 
failed  to  bear  any  such  howl.  I  believe  no- 
body but  the  honourable  gentleman  heard  it. 
There  was  a  howl  from  Napier,  but  who  did  it 

■  come  from?  It  came  from  the  Australian 
vagabonds  and  thieves  whom  he  managed  to 
put  in  prison,  and,  by  striking  terror  at  an  op- 
portune moment,  saved  the  colony  from  a 
criminal  Influx.  •  The  honourable  member  has 
had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  corruption,  about 
corrupt  appointments,  about  the  appointments 
that  have  been  made  to  the  Magisterial  bench ; 

K  but  I  think  if  he  compares  the  appointments 
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made  of  late  with  thoee  made  at  the  time  whea 
no  Liberal — no  one  except  a  man  of  the  "  right 
colour,"  and  the  **  right  colour  "  in  those  days 
was  the  Tory  colour :  squatters^  men  of  littie 
or  no  eduoation,  utterly  anfit  for  the  position 
— if  he  oontrasts  the  quality  then  with  the  ap- 
pointments of  recent  years,  he  will  find  they 
will  compare  favourably  with  those  made  by 
his  friends  when  the  Conservative  party  were 
in  office.  Then  he  gave  us  what  he  called 
a  photograph  of  land-settlement  during  a  period 
of  twenty-one  years,  and  he  supplied  figures 
that  I  have  no  doubt  are  perfectly  ooneot.  He 
tells  us  that  in  1878  between  six  and  seven 
thousand  settlers  were  placed  upon  the  land, 
and  in  that  year  there  were  very  few  for- 
feitures. During  the  years  that  immediately 
succeeded  an  equally  large  number  were  placed 
upon  the  land,  but  from  1880  the  number 
feh  to  a  little  over  two  thousand,  and  it  has 
remained  the  same  year  after  year  ever  since. 
Now,  I  contend  that  if  the  present  Minister  of 
Lands  is  able  to  maintain  the  same  amount  of 
settlement  under  the  altered  circumstances  of 
the  colony,  he  is  doing  a  somewhat  wonderful 
work.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  generous 
enough  to  admit  that  the  Minister  of  Lands 
to-day  had  a  very  difficult  task  to  perform ;  but. 
Sir,  when  he  attributed  the  large  number  of 
forfeitures  to  the  existing  land-laws  I  think  he 
did  a  great  injustice,  not  only  to  the  Minister, 
but  to  the  settlers  in  districts  like  my  own, 
where  there  is  so  much  bush.  Why  does  he  in- 
sinuate that  it  is  due  to  a  bad  land  system  that 
there  are  so  many  forfeitures,  when  he  must  be 
aware  of  the  fact  that  it  is  owing  to  the  ch> 
cumstance  that  the  splehdid  open  country  of 
New  Zealand  has  all  been  taken  up  by  the 
land-sharks  and  monopolists,  who  are  now  de- 
manding £10,  £12«  £20,  and  as  much  as  £80  an 
acre  for  land  which  they  bought  years  ago  for 
£1 10s.,  £2,  and  some  of  it  10s.  an  acre?  All 
the  pick  of  the  land  was  torn  from  the  people 
years  ago,  when  a  truly  corrupt  party  wm  in 
office — not  the  so-called  corrupt  party  we  have 
now.  But,  Sir,  the  settlers  have  now  to  face 
the  bush ;  they  have  to  climb  mountains ;  they 
have  to  contend  with  rivers  unbridged.  They 
have  difficulties  in  this  part  of  the  North  Island 
that  were  never  dreamt  of  in  former  years, 
when  plenty  of  good  open  country  was  avail- 
able. In  many  places  they  have  poor  soil ;  (hey 
have  to  fight  the  forest  for  years  before  they 
are  able  to  make  the  land  reproductive ;  and  is 
it  surprising  that  there  are  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  failures  and  forfeitures  ?  Is  it  surprising 
that  a  large  percentage  of  those  who,  with 
strong,  stout  hearts  and  great  determinatioD, 
go  into  the  bush,  after  fighting  it  for  years  are 
compelled  to  give  up  the  conflict  in  despair, 
because  they  have  neither  money  nor  capital 
nor  the  means  to  carry  on  this  arduous  task  ? 
It  is  a  reflection  on  the  settlers  to  say  that  the 
forfeitures  are  due  to  anything  else  than  the 
fact  that  they  have  only  got  the  refuse  of  the 
colony  to  deal  with.  He  referred  to  the  sur- 
renders. Why  have  there  been  so  many  of  late 
years?  Has  it  not  been  due  very  largely  to 
the  fact  that  under  the  Land  Act  of  1892  the 
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Miniflfcer  of  Lands  has  allowed  a  rery  humane 
provision  to  be  carried  into  effect,  enabling 
those  who  aie  paying  too  much  for  the 
leased  land  of  the  Grown  to  surrender  their 
holdings,  in  order  that  the  land  may  be  re- 
valued, and,  if  necessary,  a  lower  rental  fixed, 
and  then  they  are  able  to  take  up  the  land 
again  ?  Nearly  the  whole  of  these  surrenders, 
nearly  the  whole  of  these  forfeitures,  have  been 
taken  up ;  almost  every  section  has  been 
taken  up,  and  taken  up  rapidly.  I  am  not 
suse  if  the  honourable  member  is  not  re- 
sponsible for  one  of  these  surrenders  him- 
self. I  understand  he  has  had  the  benefit  of 
this  Act.  Why  does  the  honourable  mem- 
ber call  attention  to  it  when  he  knows  that  it 
is  no  fault  of  the  Minister's  that  the  alleged 
failures  have  taken  place  ?  Then,  Sir,  he  has 
referred  to  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been 
expended  on  the  Parliamentary  Buildings.  He 
has  contended  that  the  Premier  has  committed 
some  fearful  crime  because,  a  year  ago,  only 
£7,000  was  voted  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
new  library,  and  he  has  gone  beyond  that : 
that  he  has  started  erecting  new  Parliamentary 
Buildings.  Well,  there  is  not  the  least  doubt 
that  new  buildings  have  been  started,  but  who 
is  responsible  for  that  ?  Is  it  not  the  Library 
Committee,  of  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  a  member  ?  Will  it  be  denied  that  that 
Committee  had  the  plans  placed  before  them, 
not  merely  for  a  library,  but  for  the  whole 
building?  And  how  much  money  has  been 
expended  ? 

Mr.  R0LLESTON.->They  limited  their  re- 
commendation to  £7,000. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Up  to  the  end  of  the  financial 
year  that  was  all  that  was  expended.  And 
how  much  has  been  expended  since  ?  A  paltry 
£3,000.  That  is  what  all  this  outcry  has  been 
about.  One  would  have  imagined  that  half  a 
million  had  been  spent.  The  Government 
have  kept  reasonably  within  the  appropriation, 
there  is  not  the  least  doubt  about  it.  I  am 
somewhat  astonished  at  the  great  amount  of 
virtuous  indignation  that  has  been  expended 
on  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru  be- 
cause he  happened  to  refer  to  the  troubles 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  ascribed 
them  partly  to  a  former  Parliament  —  not 
the  present  Parliament,  but  a  former  Par- 
liament consisting  of  Conservative  members 
— at  a  time  when  the  bank  ruled  the  colony. 
The  honourable  member  may  say  what  he 
likes  about  his  financial  knowledge  about 
those  around  him.  I  should  not  be  surprised 
if  they  have  handsome  balances  to  their  cre- 
dit. The  honourable  member  seems  to  have 
a  full  knowledge  of  their  banking  accounts, 
for  he  says  that  none  of  them  owe  the  bcmk 
anything ;  and,  as  he  professes  to  be  well  in- 
formed, I  am  not  going  to  doubt  his  word.  But 
the  honourable  gentleman  and  those  around 
him  should  have  helped  us  a  few  years  ago  in 
investigating  the  secret  history  of  the  four 
millions  that  was  wiped  off  the  books  of  the 
bank.  Who  got  the  benefit  of  that  four 
millions  ?  This  is  not  a  paltry  £3,000  in  excess 
of  the  amount  voted  for  a  public  building.    It 


Is  a  round  sum  of  four  millions  of  money 
divided  among  certain  customers  of  the  bank- 
Who  has  had  the  benefit  of  that,  I  should 
like  to  know?  I  am  not  implying  for  a. 
moment  it  is  any  of  the  members  of  the 
present  House.  I  would  not  pass  a  reflec- 
tion or  insinuation  of  the  kind  upon  them. 
But  if  they  have  nothing  to  conceal  regarding 
themselves  or  their  friends,  or  regarding  their 
former  colleagues,  why  should  they  be  at  so  mucb 
pains  to  prevent  disclosures  7  Why  should  they 
be  so  horrified  at  the  bare  idea  of  investigat- 
ing the  old  accounts  of  the  bank?  I  think  I 
may  now  refer  briefiy  to  the  Budget.  We  have 
had  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  Budget,  and 
the  usually  genial  leader  of  the  Opposition  has 
been  impersonating  Niobe  in  tears,  bewailing, 
the  poor  working-man,  and  saturating  his 
cambric  handkerchief  in  sympathy  with  that< 
individual.  This  amendment  was  ingeniously 
designed  to  capture  the  unemployed  and  cheir- 
representatives  here.  It  appealed  to  the  labour 
members.  And  what  did  it  say?  That  the 
Government  should  immediately  go  to  the  rescue 
of  the  unfortunate  railway  employes  now  out 
of  work.  Do  we  not  know  that  the  Government 
are  doing  their  level  best  not  merely  to  find 
work  for  the  railway-men,  but  for  every  man,, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  country  who  is  willing 
to  work  ?  Such  an  amendment  reminds  me  of 
an  incident  that  occurred  a  number  of  years- 
ago  in  the  City  of  Dunedin.  A  young  man 
of  my  acquaintance  was  hastening  from  the 
North-east  Valley  into  the  city  in  a  cab,  and  the 
cabman,  who  haid  a  remarkably  fast  horse,  was- 
driving  at  a  furious  rate  along  George  Street. 
**  Cabby,"  said  the  fare,  "  I  am  in  a  hurry  to 
get  into  town ;  if  you  will  only  drive  a  little^ . 
faster  I  will  give  you  a  shilling  extra."  The 
cabman  turned  round  with  a  look  of  sur- 
prise, and  all  he  could  exclaim  was  "  Geeho- 
shaphat,"  as  he  applied  his  whip  to  bis  horse. 
This  is  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  to  drive  the  Government 
a  little  faster  than  they  are  going.  I  be- 
lieve, myself,  they  are  going  as  swiftly  as  they 
08U1  with  safety.  We  have  been  told  that 
the  surplus  is  a  spurious  one.  If  it  is  a 
spurious  surplus— a  shadowy  one — why  should 
there  be  so  much  contention  about  it :  why  is 
there  all  this  fighting  over  a  shadow  ?  Is  it  not 
the  case  that  the  Statement  is  too  complete  for 
the  members  of  the  Opposition  ?  They  dare  not 
even  approach  it ;  they  are  afraid  to  criticize  it 
after  the  manner  of  former  Financial  State- 
ments. They  have  not  dealt  with  the  figures— 
they  have  been  afraid  to  do  that ;  they  have 
only  referred  to  a  few  outside  matters  without 
looking  at  the  Budget  internally.  They  find  it 
clear  and  concise,  and  so  plain,  so  self-evident 
and  convincing,  that  when  they  attempt  Uy 
grasp  it,  it  is  like  trying  to  grasp  a  bald  nead 
and  get  it  into  "  chancery."  There  is  not 
a  feature  in  the  Budget  they  are  able  suc- 
cessfully to  attack.  Hence  the  substitution 
of  grief  for  criticism.  But,  notwithstanding, 
all  their  tears  and  compassion  for  the  poor 
working-man,  the  working-man  can  get  along, 
very  well  without  them.    He  knows  that  they 
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are  not  sincere.  Their  new-born  sympathy  is 
(merely  an  exhibition  of  orooodile-grief — simply 
^he  saliva  the  huge  snake  bestows  on  its  victim 
'prefatory  to  swallowing  it;  and  that  is  what 
they  will  do  to  the  poor  working-man  if  he 
once  again  gets  into  their  power.  We  know 
"what  their  good  intentions  are :  there  is  a 
-warm  place  paved  with  good  intentions,  and 
I  dare  say  they  know  something  about  that 
place  and  the  method  of  getting  there.  What 
have  they  done  after  all?  They  declare  the 
country  is  full  of  corruption.  I  care  not  for 
their  jaundiced  opinions.  I  know  that  it 
was  never  so  prosperous  as  at  the  present 
time,  and  the  Liberal  party  are  responsible 
'for  its  prosperity.  We  had  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  telling  us  what  would 
happen  if  there  was  a  fall  in  prices  of 
frozen  meat  and  wool,  and  deploring  the  fact 
that  prices  have  fallen  of  late  years,  and  that 
the  amount  received  from  certain  kinds  of  pro- 
-duce  is  not  so  large  as  it  used  to  be.  All  I 
oan  say  is  that  our  exports  are  swelling  in 
quantity  and  value  at  a  very  rapid  rate.  If 
tnere  is  a  fall  in  the  price  of  produce,  surely  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  is  not  reponsible  for  that. 
The  Government  now  on  the  benches  are  not 
responsible  for  the  state  of  the  markets  any 
more  than  for  the  state  of  the  weather.  We 
have  signs  in  every  direction  that  the  colony  is 
in  a  very  prosperous  state.  Has  land  ever 
realised  the  value  it  is  realising  now  ?  Have 
owners  ever  been  able  to  cut  up  their  large 
estates  and  dispose  of  them  in  such  a  profitable 
manner  as  of  late?  Look  at  the  Govern- 
ment valuations,  and  see  how  the  properties 
have  been  sent  up  in  value ;  and  yet  the  lucky 
owners  are  dissatisfied,  and  declare  that  the 
valuations  are  unfair.  Why  they  are  richer 
than  they  ever  contemplated  or  acknowledged. 
And  take  the  merchants  here  in  Wellington. 
We  were  told  not  long  ago  that  there  was  no 
oonfidence  in  the  country.  The  merchants  are 
showing  their  confidence  by  building  palatial 
warehouses  in  every  direction.  We  were  to 
ruin  the  colony.  All  I  can  say  is,  it  has  risen 
like  a  Phcenix  from  its  ashes.  The  State  coaoH 
has  been  going  up-hill ;  no  doubt  there  is  a 
•chasm  on  either  side.  We  have  been  leaving 
the  red  danger-signals  behind  us.  The  ship  of 
State  has  travelled  through  Tory  channel  into 
Prosperous  Harbour,  with  all  sails  set.  What  is 
the  main  feature  of  this  Budget?  Is  it  not 
that  we  have  a  surplus  of  over  naif  a  million  ? 
They  say  the  surplus  is  delusive ;  that  it  is 
largely  composed  of  a  balance  from  last  year. 
All  I  can  say  is  this :  It  is  a  balance  carried 
forward.  The  balance  of  last  year  has  not  been 
•expended.  We  have  carried  forward  not  only 
the  balance  of  last  year  but  a  much  larger 
balance.  We  have  got  our  balance,  not  like 
the  balances  of  a  few  years  ago  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  ledger,  but  on  the  right  side.  I 
think  it  is  a  very  convenient  thing  for  the 
Treasurer  to  be  able,  at  the  end  of  the  financial 
year,  to  lay  his  hands  on  a  good  nest-egg  of 
half  a  million.  There  is  no  humbug  about  the 
surplus ;  it  is  there,  and  the  fact  cannot  be 
•disproved.  It  is  not  like  the  ooon  that  the 
Mr»Hoffg 


American  tried  to  shoot  on  the  braaohes  of 
a  tree,  and,  after  he  had  expended  all  his 
ammunition,  he  found  it  was  simply  an  insect 
on  his  eyelash.  It  is  a  genuine  thing;  and, 
let  the  members  of  the  Opposition  orltloiBe 
the  Budget  as  they  like,  they  cannot  get 
rid  of  the  fact  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  was  a  surplus  of  over  half  a  mil- 
lion. Not  only  that,  but  we  must  reooUeot 
i<  yv  that  this  surplus  exists,  notwithstand- 
'^'  ing  the  circumstance  that  £300,000 
had  been  transferred  ^ring  the  year  fron»  the 
Oonsolidated  Fund  to  the  Public  Works  Fund. 
Why,  Sir,  such  an  achievement  was  never  ap- 
proached by  any  Oolonial  Treasurer  while  the 
other  party  had  the  reins  of  power.  They  never 
attempted  it ;  they  have  never  endeavoured  to 
make  public  works  out  of  the  consolidated 
revenue.  They  have  never  aided  the  Public 
Works  Fund  in  this  manner ;  they  simply  went 
to  usurers  abroad,  to  whom  the  people  of  this 
colony  pay  4  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent.,  for 
money  for  railways  and  roads  to  benefit  the 
estates  of  their  friends.  That  was  the  manner 
in  which  public  works  were  carried  on  not  so 
many  years  ago,  in  all  parts  of  the  oolony. 
Well,  Sir,  I  repeat  that  during  the  past  year  a 
large  amount  has  been  transferred  from  tlie 
consolidated  revenue  to  the  Public  Works 
Fund.  During  the  last  few  years  no  less  a 
sum  than  £1,880,000  has  been  paid  out  of  the 
Oonsolidated  Fund  for  public  works.  I  woald 
like  to  know  where  any  better  evidence  <^ 
thrift  than  this  could  be  instanced.  Un- 
doubtedly, as  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa remarked,  these  works  might  very  con- 
veniently and  very  legitimately  have  been 
constructed  from  loans.  That,  Sir,  was  the 
policy  for  many  years  before  the  present  party 
obtained  power,  but  I  am  glad  to  think  that 
policy  has  been  discontinued ;  that  the  people 
now  are  beginning  to  depend  less  upon  loans 
from  abroad  than  they  did  in  former  times ; 
and  chat  they  are  able  to  a  large  extent  to  con- 
struct necessary  works — works  required  for  the 
benefit  of  the  colony — out  of  the  revenue  that 
they  contribute  through  taxation.  But,  Sir, 
by  applying  this  amount  of  money  to  public 
works,  instead  of  raising  it  in  the  form  of  loans 
from  abroad,  what  have  we  done?  Do  we  not 
save  a  sum  of  £50,000  annually  in  interest, 
that  otherwise  would  have  to  be  paid  probably 
for  all  time  by  the  people.  Tbat  has  been 
achieved  by  careful  and  progressive  adminis- 
tration within  the  last  few  years.  I  will 
say  this.  Sir,  that  New  Zealand,  if  bad  legis- 
lation could  only  have  seriously  injured  it, 
would  have  been  killed  long  ago  by  the  men 
who  formerly  occupied  the  Treasury  benches ; 
but  this  colony  is  so  fertile,  the  climate  bo 
splendid,  and  the  nopulation  so  enterprising, 
hard-working  and  thrifty,  that  it  is  not  to  he 
killed  even  by  bad  legislation.  You  might  as 
well  endeavour  to  destroy  an  ant-hill.  Yon 
can  turn  it  up ;  I  have  tried  that.  You  can 
dig  it  up ;  you  can  bum  wood  over  the  top  of 
it,  but,  in  spite  of  your  efforts,  you  will  find  that, 
within  a  day  or  two,  the  occupants  of  that  hill 
will  remove  the  ashes  and  restore  it;     The 
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tsame  thing  faas  happened  in  New  Zealand.  As 
the  result  of  the  long  reign  of  laod-grabbing 
«nd  well  -  mortgaged  GonseryativeB,  we  found 
New  Zealand  a  few  years  ago  something  in  the 
position  in  which  Chicago  was  after  the  tre- 
mendous fire  which  occurred  there.  When  the 
Liberals  obtained  power  they  induced  feelings  of 
terror  and  consternation  among  those  men  and 
their  institutions.  Many  of  these  institutions 
virtually  collapsed.  The  tricks  of  trade  were 
exposed,  and  they  ran  round  the  arena,  because 
we  had  obtained  power,  like  mad  bulls  pricked 
by  the  glaiiators.  What  have  we  done  since  ? 
We  have  emancipated  the  serfs  and  slaves  of 
eapital.  They  are  no  longer  helpless  effigies. 
We  have  let  out  the  sawdust  and  sewed  up  the 
pants.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  we  have 
not  patched  up  and  reformed  their  ill-used  in- 
stitutions, and  whether  we  have  not  restored 
confidence  by  improving  the  credit  and  posi- 
tion of  the  colony  out  of  the  ruins  which  they 
left?  Have  we  not  reconstructed  New  Zea- 
land, and  made  her  the  pride  of  the  South 

■  Pacific?  I  venture  to  say  that  no  daughter 
in  the  large  family  of  that  grand  old  pa- 
triot, John  Bull,  is  more  admired  by  that 
gentleman  than  the  healthy,  happy,  pro- 
eperous,  fascinating,  and  accomplished  girl, 
itew  Zealand.  Sir,  what  have  we  done  ?  The 
population  in  1890  was  625,508.  The  census 
in  1896  gave  us  a  population  of  703,360.  The 
gain  was  77,868.  Taking  the  last  ten  yearn,  in 
1887,  the  population  was  608,861 ;  in  1897,  it 
had  grown  to  be  729,066,  making  a  gain  in  ten 
years  of  125,696,  or  21  per  cent.  Now,  it  may 
be  said  that  during  the  time  our  predecessors 
were  in  office  they  did  not  lose  a  large  number 
of  people  ;  that  they  did  not  drive  them  out  of 
the  colony.  Well,  I  will  state  what  happened. 
In  1888  the  loss  to  New  Zealand  was  9,175 ;  in 

'  the  following  year  there  was  a  small  gain  of  214 ; 
in  1890  the  loss  was  1,782;  in  1891,  the  loss 
was  8,198  :  so  that  in  three  years,  ^m  1888  to 
1891,  we  had  a  total  loss  of  14,165.  What  hap- 
pened  after  the  Liberals  had  taken  possession 
of  the  Treasury  benches  and  taken  over  the 
management  of  New  Zealand,  after  the  Con- 
servative Government  had  driven  some  of  the 
best  of  our  population  away  from  the  country? 
In  1892  the  colony  gained  4,958;  in  1893, 
10,412 ;  in  1894,  2,253 :  so  that  in  three  years 
we  had  gained  17,623,  or  more  than  8,000  in 

•  excess  of  the  number  that  had  been  driven 
out  of  the  country  immediately  before,  during 
the  three  years  that  onr  opponents  were  in 
power. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbeb. — How  many  have  you  lost 
this  year? 

Mr.  HOGG.— Very  few.  During  certain  sea- 
sons of  the  year  there  are  people  who  have  been 
visiting  New  Zealand  to  be  found  leaving  it 
again,  and  there  may  be  a  loss  for  some 
months ;  bat  on  the  whole  we  are  gaining,  and 
will  continue  to  gain,  in  population  ye^  by 
year.    Now,  look  at  the  Revenue  Account  since 

.   1871 — and  allusion  has    been    made  to  that 

Seriod.    We  know  that  there  was  nothing  but 
efioienoies  till  1890.    The  amounts  of  the  de- 
:  fioiencies,  daring  a  period  of  twenty  yean  till 


1890,  ranged  from  £50,886  to  nearly  two  mil- 
lions, or  an  average  of  about  three-quarters  of 
a  million  a  year.  Well,  since  then,  surpluses 
have  been  made,  averaging  about  a  quarter  of 
a  million  a  year.  But,  Sir,  I  would  just  like  to 
quote  a  few  figures  to  show  how  we  have 
"  ruined  "  the  country.  Contracting  the  con- 
dition of  New  Zealand  in  1887  with  its 
condition  in  1897,  in  order  to  show  the  pro- 
gress we  have  made,  I  will  read  you  a  few 
figures  that  I  think  will  be  found  to  be  very 
instructive.  Our  imports,  exdudmg  specie, 
in  1887  amounted  to  £6,064,361;  in  1897, 
£7,994,201,  or  an  increase  in  ten  years  of 
£1,929,990— nearly  two  millions  of  money — 
equal  to  82  per  cent.  Our  exports  in  1887 
amounted  to  £6,680,772 ;  in  1897,  £9,741,222 : 
an  increase  of  £3,060,450,  or  46  per  cent.  Our  ex- 
port  of  wool  was,  in  1887, 88,824,8821b. ;  in  1897, 
135,885,117  lb. :  an  increase  of  47,010,735  lb  ,  or 
53  per  cent.  The  value  in  1887  was  £3.321,074 ; 
in  1897,  £4,443,144 :  an  increase  of  £1.122,070, 
or  34  per  cent.  Then,  with  regard  lo  frozen 
meat,  the  difference  is  much  greater.  We  find, 
in  1887,  there  was  402,107  cwt.  of  frozen  meat 
sent  out  of  the  colony  ;  in  1897, 1,407,921  cwt. : 
an  increase  of  1,005,814  cwt.,  or  250  per  cent. 
The  value  increased  from  £455,870  in  1887  to 
£1,566,286  in  1897 :  an  increase  of  £1,110,416, 
or  243  per  cent.  Of  tallow,  we  exported 
from  New  Zealand  154,720  cwt.  in  1887, 
and  810,200  cwt.  in  1897 :  an  increase  of 
155,480 cwt.,  or  100  per  cent.  The  value 
in  1887  was  £147,283,  and  in  1897,  £259,964, 
an  increase  of  £112,731,  or  76  per  cent. 
Sheepskins  were  exported  to  the  number 
of  1,467,642  in  1897,  and  3,688,051  in  1897, 
an  increase  of  2,220,409,  or  151  per  cent.  Then, 
when  we  come  to  butter,  the  figures  are  still 
more  surprising.  I  find  the  value  of  butter 
has  increased  from  £54,921  to  £402,605,  an 
increase  of  £347,684,  or  633  per  oent.  The 
value  of  cheese  has  increased  during  the 
same  ten  years  from  £54,562  to  £150,517,  an 
increase  of  176  per  cent.  Then,  we  find  a  most 
surprising  increase  with  regard  to  our  output 
of  coal.  The  output  of  coal  has  increased  from 
558,620  tons  to  840,713  tons,  or  50  per  cent., 
and  the  value  has  increased  in  a  similar  ratio ; 
while,  in  regard  to  gold,  the  increase  in  value 
is  from  £747,878  to  £980,204,  or  an  increase 
of  31  per  cent.  Then,  when  we  come  to  the 
land  question,  what  do  we  find?  We  find 
Sir,  that  the  holdings  have  increased  from 
36,485  to  58,904,  an  increase  of  61  per  cent. ; 
and  that  the  extent  of  those  holdings  has 
increased  from  27,848,690  acres  to  33,312,212 
acres,  or  20  per  cent. ;  while  the  land  under 
cultivation  has  increased  from  7,309,689  acres 
to  11,483,127  acres,  or  57  per  cent.  But,  Sir,  I 
need  not  travel  over  these  figures.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  colony  is  astonishing  and  con- 
vincing, when  we  come  to  consider  such  things 
as  live-stock,  sheep,  cattle,  and  horses;  the 
increase  in  the  tonnage  of  our  shipping;  the 
extent  of  Government  railways  opened ;  the 
receipts  from  railways,  telegraphs,  and  every- 
thing else;  the  material  prosperity  shown  by 
oor  Savings-Bank   deposits,    whioh  have  in* 
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oreiuad  from  £2,407,776  to  £5,520,060,  an  in- 
oceaae  of  £3,112,804,  or  129  per  cent.  In  the 
same  way  the  value  of  the  policies  ki  the 
Qovemment  Life  Insurance  have  also  in- 
creased during  that  time.  The  whole  of 
these  figures,  put  together,  denote  ^that  New 
Zealand  duriog  the  last  ten  years  has  made  not 
merely  leaps  and  bounds,  but  by  tremendous 
strides  we  have  arrived  at  prosperity,  and  that 
the  country  was  never  in  anything  like  so  pro- 
sperous a  condition  as  she  is  in  at  the  present 
moment.  Then,  we  know  that  the  demand  for 
land  was  never  greater  than  it  is  now.  Only 
within  the  last  few  davs  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  land — not  merely  agricultural,  but  pas- 
toral— has  been  sold  in  Canterbury  at  prices 
ranging  from  £5  to  £15  per  acre.  Some  of  the 
large  estates  are  being  subdivided,  and  they 
ace  bringing  princely  prices,  far  in  excess  of 
what  they  were  bought  for  years  ago.  WiU  it 
be  denied  for  a  moment  that  the  Agricultural 
Department,  established  by  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  has  done  a  great  deal 
to  bring  about  this  increase  in  our  export 
trade  that  I  have  just  been  alludinff  to  ? 
Will  it  be  denied  that  the  advice  and  Sie  in- 
formation given  by  that  office  have  been  of 
great  assistance  to  the  settlers  ?  I  believe  the 
office  is  capable  of  doing  even  more  than  it  is 
doing,  and,  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine,  I  think  it  could  be  made  to  carry 
out  other  functions.  For  instance,  it  might 
provide  for  seeds  and  plants,  free  from  blighl  or 
adulteration,  being  given  to  the  farmers.  I 
tiiink.  Sir,  that  if  any  man  is  deserving  of  the 
thanks  of  the  landowners,  large  and  small,  it  is 
the  Minister  of  Lands.  During  the  short  time 
he  has  held  office  he  has  done  more  to  settle 
people  on  the  land  and  more  to  make  New 
Zecuand  prosperous  than  any  previous  ad- 
ministrator of  that  department.  With  regard 
to  Native  lands,  what  has  been  done  by  the 
present  party  ?  The  Native  land  purchased 
lor  Eettlement  during  the  last  six  years 
amounts  to  2,260,000  acres,  for  which  about 
half  a  million  of  money  was  paid.  That  is 
one  reason  why  the  debt  of  the  colony  has 
mounted  up;  and  will  it  be  said  that  that 
money  is  not  reproductive  ?  Last  year  no  fewer 
than  2,058  purchasers  and  selectors  took  up 
2,451,062  acres.  The  land  revenue  last  year 
was  £330,370.  And  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  purchases  for  cash  are  now  insignifi- 
cant. In  former  times  it  was  an  easy  thing 
for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  swell  the  revenue 
by  getting  rid  of  our  real  estate.  But  the  Go- 
vernment are  now  holding  the  land.  A  good 
deal  of  it  is  held  on  lease  in  perpetuity,  so  that 
it  is  a  perennial  source  of  revenue  to  the  colony. 
The  leasing  of  land  by  the  Crown  must  be 
continued,  otherwise  the  time  will  come  when 
New  Zealand  will  have  no  revenue  at  all  from 
land.  As  it  happens,  under  the  lease  in  per- 
petuity, the  revenue  will  continue  for  all  time. 
The  people  of  the  colony  are  not  now  going 
to  allow  the  land  to  be  monopolized  as  it 
has  been  in  the  past.  It  is,  no  doubt,  true 
that  a  good  many  people  wish  to  acquire 
the  freehold,  and  to  have  the  advantage  of 
Mr.  Hogg 


occupation  with  the  right  of  purchase  insteadl 
of  the  lease  in  perpetuity.  But  why  is  that?' 
It  is  explained  by  the  Surveyor-Qeneral.  It  is  • 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  private  money- 
lender does  not  care  to  advance  money  on  the 
lease  in  perpetuity.  The  fact  is,  that  the  pri- 
vate investor,  and  his  agent  the  money-lender*, 
who  wish  to  monopolize  the  land  of  the  ooim- 
try,  know  very  well  that  nothing  but  freehold 
will  suit  their  purpose.  But  land-grabbing  is 
not  going  to  be  tolerated  for  ever.  We  have  an 
educated  population,  a  population  of  young  re- 
formers, who  mean  to  have  an  interest  in  the 
land,  and  they  will  not  submit  to  the  perpetua- 
tion of  the  follies  of  the  past.  It  is  true  there- 
have  lately  been  a  good  many  forfeitures  and 
surrenders.  But  why  were  there  oomparatiyely 
few  forfeitures  and  surrenders  in  days  gone  by  T 
Was  it  not  simply  because  the  working-olaae — 
the  men  without  capital — were  unable  to 
obtain  land  at  all  ?  They  had  no  land  to  be 
forfeited ;  they  had  no  land  to  surrender.  It 
is  only  since  the  present  Gkivernment  came 
into  power  that  these  men  have  had  a  chance 
of  getting  land. .  In  the  olden  times  great  care 
was  taken  to  insure  that  the  poor  Liberals 
should  have  very  little  land  to  forfeit.  I  find 
that,  out  of  some  533  holdings,  embracing 
234,986  acres,  there  were  surrendered  during 
last  year  no  less  an  amount  than  146,606- 
acres,  belonging  to  thirteen  pastoral  runs,  so 
that  the  amount  of  land  forfeited  and  sur- 
rendered by  the  agricultural  settler,  or  small 
settler,  amounted  to  88,880  acres.  The  larger 
portion  of  this  was  special-settlement  land. 
A  great  many  applicants  were  afraid  of  the 
bush ;  they  never  attempted  to  go  into  it.  The 
special-settlement  selectors  were,  many  of' 
them,  townsmen :  some  belonged  to  the  South 
Island ;  many  belonged  to  Christchuroh.  They 
came  here,  travelled  to  Masterton,  but  in  soma  - 
instances  never  went  to  the  bush  to  look  at  the 
land.  In  not  a  few  instances  members  of 
special- settlement  associations  paid  down  a 
few  shillings  for  expenses,  and  then  expected: 
to  be  able  to  sell  out  again  at  a  premium  of 
£20  or  £80.  They  were  land-sharks.  A  good 
many  of  these  forfeited  sections  have  only  to  ba 
offered  for  disposal  at  the  Land  Office  and  you 
will  generally  find  a  rush  of  applicants.  Xiet 
members  apply  to  the  Crown  Lands  Depart- 
ment for  some  of  these  forfeited  sections,  and 
they  will  find  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining them 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— There  have  been  no 
forfeitures  up  our  way. 

Mr.  HOGG. — That  is  a  very  good  sign  indeed, . 
because  I  am  satisfied  that  in  the  North  they 
are  just  as  much  in  want  of  roads,  and  have  as 
many  difficulties  to  contend  with,  as  we  have 
in  the  Wellington  District.  But,  Sir,  the 
settlers  of  New  Zealand  who  have  tackled 
this  bush  country  after  all  the  open  oountcy 
has  been  taken  up  by  the  land  grabbers  de- 
serve great  credit  for  their  enterprise.  I  have 
travelled  amongst  them,  and  I  know  what 
difficulties  they  have  to  encounter.  Some  ol 
them  have  had  to  form  now  and  again  what  is 
called  a  monkey-chain  over  a  river  in  order - 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]        Fi7iancial  Statement.        [HOUSE.]  Financial  Statement. 


673 


lo  on>88  it\  and  when  a  man  is  doing  that,  and 
has  to  hang  on  to  the  walls  of  a  olifi  bv  his 
finger-nails,  or  perhaps  finds  himself  with  his 
horse  on  a  traok  in  which  the  animal  is 
buried  in  mud  up  to  its  girths,  it  makes  him 
feel  inclined  to  throw  the  land  up.  The  bush 
looks  very  well  at  a  distance,  and  particu- 
larly well  on  photographs  and  in  illustrated 
papers;  but  where  there  are  no  roads  to  the 
settlements  the  experiences  I  have  mentioned 
rob  the  bush  of  all  romance,  and  the  selectors 
begin  to  say,  "  There  is  no  place  like  home." 
But  I  would  like  to  say  this  :  There  are  one  or 
two  things  that  will  greatly  help  our  settlers, 
and  one  of  these  is  cheap  lauid.  Another 
thing  is  to  make  the  land  accessible  by  giving 
the  settlers  roads  and  bridges.  I  will  give  the 
Minister  of  Lands  credit  for  doing  his  best  with 
the  means  at  his  disposal.  I  only  wish  he  had 
the  means  to  do  a  great  deal  more  in  the 
matter,  and  I  think  that  that  is  his  own  wish. 

11  SO  ^"^  ^  must  say  tbis :  that  in  some 
'  parts  of  this  district,  and  not  very  far 
away  from  this  House,  in  places  like  Pongaroa, 
and  Rakaunui,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  be- 
tween Pahiatua  and  the  East  Coast,  the  roads 
are  in  a  very  bad  condition.  A  good  many  of 
lihe  settlers  have  neither  roads  nor  tracks.  They 
have  their  sections  improved,  and  they  are  not 
able  to  get  in  or  out  with  their  stock ;  and 
even  when  they  have  a  road,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  metal  it  must  resemble  at  this  time 
of  year  the  Kumara  Sludge-channel  we  hear  so 
much  about.  Well,  another  method  I  have 
suggested  for  helping  the  settlers  would  be  to 
oollect  no  rents  from  the  perpetual-lease 
settlers  for  the  first  four  years. 

An  Hon.  Mbmber. — Oh ! 

Mr.  HOGG.  —  The  honourable  gentleman 
thought  I  was  going  to  dispense  with  the  rent 
altogether.  I  have  not  the  slightest  intention 
of  doing  so,  nor  do  the  settlers  look  for  it.  But 
I  say,  tot  the  first  four  years,  while  they  are 
endeavouring  to  settle  themselves  in  the  bush, 
where  the  land  is  unproductive,  and  where 
many  of  them  are  striving  with  their  wives  and 
families  to  keep  the  pot  boiling,  and  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  storekeepers,  I  say  it  is 
almost  a  cruelty  to  take  from  those  men  the 
money  they  require  for  fencing  and  for  stock- 
ing their  lands.  I  think,  considering  the  fact 
Uiat  the  land  has  been  unproductive  from 
all  eternity,  the  settlers  could  be  very  well 
allowed  four  years  in  the  bush  before  being 
called  on  to  pay  rent.  And  I  am  satisfied, 
if  you  made  a  concession  of  that  kind  they 
would  not  grumble  if  the  rent  was  slightly 
increased  on  that  account.  Then  there  is 
another  method,  and  that  is  to  give  them 
cheap  money.  Now,  these  settlers  are  by 
no  means  gaol-birds,  or  rogues  or  vagabonds, 
hut  honest  men  who  wish  to  pay  their  way, 
and  they  are  only  too  glad  to  pay  away  their 
last  Bhilling  to  meet  their  liabilities,  but  they 
are  absolutely  unable  to  .do  so.  Between  the 
storekeeper  and  the  Crown  demanding  rent 
they  have  a  burden  heavier  than  they  can 
bear,  and  their  land  is  very  often  voluntarily 
loHeited.    I  should  like  to  see  them  treated 
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as  liberally  as  possible  through  the  medium 
of  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Departments 
But  I  have  one  ground  of  complaint  against- 
that  ofiGioe.  I  am  informed  that  whenever 
the  settlers  are  slightly  in  arrears  with 
their  rent,  although  they  have  plenty  of 
improvements,  if  they  make  an  application 
to  that  ojfice  their  application  is  refused.  I 
have  letters  from  settlers  stating  that  they 
have  plenty  of  improvements,  and  that  their 
improvements  are  well  valued,  but  they  cannot 
get  an  advance.  They  want  these  loans  in 
many  instances  partly  because  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Lands  has  demanded  the  rent,  and 
has  threatened  to  forfeit  their  sections.  I 
was  very  sorry  indeed  to  hear  some  members 
opposite  find  fault  with  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Office  because  it  was  supposed  to  be  endea- 
vouring to  assist  these  men.  1  believe  the 
office  is  not  assisting  these  men  to  the  extent 
I  should  like  to  see  them  assisted.  I  need  not 
refer  to  the  cheap  -  money  scheme  beyond 
saying  that  I  should  like  to  see  the  rate 
of  interest  still  further  reduced.  We  are 
told,  and,  in  fact,  there  was  a  return  laid 
on  the  table  of  this  House  showing,  chat 
there  is  over  thirty- two  millions  of  money 
invested  on  mortgage  on  (he  lands  of  the 
colony.  Yet  the  first  million  and  a  half  has 
not  been  borrowed  from  the  Government.  It 
is  desirable  that  money  should  be  obtained  for 
settlement  purposes  from  the  Government  at  a 
low  rate  of  interest.  If  capital  is  cheap  and 
plentiful  abroad  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to 
see  that  the  rate  of  interest  is  maintained  at 
a  proportionately  low  rate  in  New  Zealand. 
If  statesmen  can  reduce  the  rate  of  money  to 
the  extent  of  even  a  half  per  cent,  they  are 
greatly  helping  the  settlers.  I  trust  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Ministry,  if  they  can  see  their  way 
to  do  it,  will  still  further  reduce  the  rate  of 
interest  on  money  issued  from  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office.  Now,  Sir,  wo  have  heard  the 
cry  raised  that  we  ought  to  reduce  taxation. 
But  how  are  you  to  reduce  taxation  ?  How 
can  it  be  reduced  if  the  expenditure  is  going  to 
be  increased?  Of  late  years  the  taxes  have 
not  been  increased  :  we  have  simply  changed 
the  incidence  of  taxation.  It  is  quite  true  ihe 
revenue  has  improved.  We  have  a  much 
larger  revenue  now  than  we  had  a  few 
years  ago.  And  what  is  the  reason  of 
that?  Is  it  not  simply  because  our  imports 
have  grown  enormously  ?  The  spending-power 
of  our  people  has  been  largely  increased.  I 
find  that  I  will  not  have  much  time  to  refer  to 
the  Banlc  of  New  Zealand.  Some  reference 
has  been  made  during  this  debate  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  bank.  But  what  has  been  done  by 
this  party  has  been  in  the  direction  of  saving 
the  bank ;  and  now  we  have  a  wail  and  an 
outcry  that  this  bank  has  been  changed  into  a 
State  bank.  All  I  can  say  is  this :  We  have  not 
changed  it.  It  has  not  been  altered  through 
any  action  on  our  part.  Who  was  it  that  made 
it  a  State  bank  ?  Was  it  the  Liberals  here  ? 
No,  Sir,  it  was  the  Conservative  party ;  it  was 
those  who  had  control  of  the  bank  previ- 
ously who  made  it  a  State  bank.    They  left  it 
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panly8«d;  they  snoked  ito  blood  and  evtn 
picked  its  bones ;  and  when  we  foand  it  in  that 
bloodless  and  almost  lifeless  condition  we  took 
it  up,  we  put  fresh  life  into  it,  we  rehabilitated 
it  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  and  now  that 
we  have  made  it  a  live  and  a  strong  bank  it 
lias  become  a  State  bank— the  property  of  the 
estate,  to  which  it  is  securely  mortMed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON(Clutha).— Mr.  Speaker, 
t  he  honourable  member  for  Masterton  has  made, 
for  him,  a  temperate  speech.  I  shall  not  fol- 
low him  through  all  his  speech,  but  I  shall 
endeavour  to  show  that  he  is  not  quite  right 
in  one  or  two  things.  The  honourable  member 
iQX  Dunedio  City  brought  forward  certain 
statistics  which  went  to  show  that  in  the  case 
of  land  there  had  been  of  late  years  an  unusual 
number  of  forfeitures  and  surrenders.  The 
reply  to  this  was  that  the  forfeitures  and  sur- 
renders were  due  to  the  settlers  being  put 
upon  poor  land.  He  wanted  to  exonerate  the 
^Minister  from  all  blame.  Now,  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  anything  against  the  Minister,  but  if  it 
is  true  that  settlers  were  put  upon  poor  land, 
surely  some  of  the  blame  must  rest  upon  the 
Minister.  Then  he  made  some  remarks  re- 
garding the  library  building.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  read  an  extract  from 
the  Budget  of  last  year  to  the  effect  that  the 
Government  intended  to  erect  a  brick  building 
for  the  Parliamentary  Library  at  a  cost  of 
i^,000.  The  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to 
say  that  that  bad  been  fulfilled  to  the  letter 
because  only  £7,000  had  been  spent  in  the 
financial  year,  although  subsequently  £8,000 
had  been  spent.  Now,  I  will  just  put  it  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  if  that  is  a  fair  inter- 
pretation of  the  language  used  in  the  Budget. 
Just  go  outside  and  look  at  this  building.  It 
always  reminds  me  of  a  ruin ;  and  certainly 
a  great  deal  of  money  will  yet  have  to  be 
spent  on  it  before  it  can  be  used  either  as  a 
library  or  anything  else.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said  we  have  an  instance  of 
the  thrift  of  the  Government  In  the  circum- 
stance that  some  £1,330,000  has  been  spent 
on  public  works  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
This  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  correct.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Consolidated  Fund  has  been 
augmented  to  almost  an  equal  amount  by  sink- 
ing funds,  which  is  really  borrowed  money,  so 
that  not  much  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  proper 
has  been  expended  on  public  works.  The 
honourable  gentleman  made  a  great  point 
about  the  people  that  left  the  colony  in  the 
years  1888  and  1889,  and  he  blamed  the  Atkin- 
son Government  for  that.  For  three  years 
previously  we  had  been  spending  about  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  borrowed  money  each  year. 
The  people  saw  that  we  could  not  goon  at  that 
rate,  a  fit  of  economy  came  over  the  country,  and 
a  new  Parliament  was  returned  pledged  to 
economy.  The  Government  of  the  day  insisted 
on  reducing  the  number  of  members  of  this 
House.  They  reduced  the  honorarium,  and,  to 
save  expense,  they  made  a  promise  they  would 
not  appoint  any  members  to  the  Legislative 
Council.  This  meant  the  spending  of  less 
money  on  public  works.  Many  persons  were 
Mr,  Hogg 


thrown  out  of  employment,  and,  as  might  be 
expected,  a  oonsiderabJe  number  of  the  unem- 
ployed left  the  country  for  the  adjacent  ooloniee, 
where  work  was  plentiful  at  the  time.  Many 
of  them  have,  no  doubt,  returned.  In  the 
Budget  of  last  year  there  was  a  table  d 
figures  just  as  there  is  this  year— a  table  of 
figures  to  show  that  the  present  Government 
had  spent  a  far  larger  proportion  of  the  moDejr 
they  had  borrowed  on  reproductive  works  thso 
any  previous  (Government.  That  table  of  figures 
led  to  a  long  discussion  in  this  House,  and  I 
think  those  who  listened  to  the  debate  will 
admit  that  the  Government,  at  all  events,  did 
not  have  it  all  their  own  way.  This  year  we 
have  also  a  table  of  figures.  The  previous  table 
was  directed  against  previous  Govemmentt, 
but  this  table  is  directed  against  pievioas 
Treasurers,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the 
Treasurers  of  the  present  Government  excel 
all  the  former  Treasurers  in  financial  adminis- 
tration. The  table  goes  back  to  the  early 
seventies,  when  Sir  Julius  Vogel  was  Treasurer. 
I  never  saw  my  way  to  support  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  during  the  time  I  sat  in  this  House 
with  him,  but  I  always  admitted  that  he 
was  a  man  of  great  ability.  I  believe  he 
knew  more  about  finance  than  any  Trea- 
surer who  has  sat  on  these  Treasury  benches. 
But  the  present  Treasurer  was  a  supporter  of 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  from  1884  to  1887,  when 
he  was  a  Minister  of  the  Crown ;  and  when 
the  Ministry  of  the  day  went  out  ol  office 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  led  a  party  in  the  House  of 
which  the  Treasurer  was  a  member.  Con- 
sidering these  things,  I  think  he  might  have 
saved  himself  the  trouble  of  throwing  a  brick 
also  at  his  late  leader.  Then,  he  might  havs 
saved  himself  the  trouble  of  throwing  a  brick 
also  at  his  late  colleague  Mr.  Ballance.  Bveiy 
time  the  Treasurer  comes  to  this  House  be 
sees  his  late  colleague,  if  not  in  the  fleeh,  at  all 
events  in  marble,  and  I  think  that  alone  might 
have  been  sufficient  to  prevent  him  saying 
anything  that  would  tell  against  his  late  col- 
league. For  my  own  part,  my  feeling  when 
passing  the  statue  on  my  way  to  and  from  this 
House  is  one  of  extreme  commiseration,  for 
Mr.  Ballance  standing  on  his  pedestal  looks  so 
lonely,  and  he  is  so  exposed  to  the  elements, 
that  I  am  sure  I  could  not  find  it  in  my 
heart  to  say  an  unkind  word  about  him. 
It  is  extremely  likely  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  will 
himself  reply  to  the  charge  of  having  always 
bad  a  deficit.  The  circumstances  of  the 
country  in  those  days  were  so  different  from 
what  they  are  now  that  it  is  scarcely  possible 
to  compare  any  branch  of  the  finance  of  those 
days  with  any  similar  branch  of  finance  of  the 
present  time.  In  those  days  the  provincial 
system  was  in  full  swing,  which  necessitated  a 
more  intricate  way  of  keeping  accounte.  The 
policy  of  public  works  was  just  beginning,  and 
the  taxation  was  very  light.  On  referring  to 
the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  1873,  I  find  s 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursement! 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  the  financial 
year  ending  the  SOth  June.  The  receipts  for 
that  year  amounted    to  £1,297,871,  and  the 
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•diflbuTsementB  to  £1,194,217,  leaving  a  siir- 
plas  of  £103,000.  This,  so  far,  disproves  the 
^gures  in  the  Budget  speech.  I  have  no 
cioabt  when  these  Budget  speeches  are  made 
we  a]l  try  to  understand  them.  I  think  mem- 
•bera  have  very  little  influence  in  regard  to  the 
money  matters  of  this  Assembly.  All  we  can 
do  is  to  try  and  keep  the  run  of  the  figures,  and 
after  all  we  may  make  mistakes.  As  I  make 
^ut,  the  ordinary  and  territorial  revenue  for  the 
last  year  amounted  to  £4,987,629,  and  the  ordi- 
nary expenditure  for  the  year,  including  the 
£800,000  that  was  taken  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  and  placed  to  the  Public  Works 
Pund,  amounted  to  £4,912,871,  leaving  a  sur- 
plus on  the  transactions  of  the  year  of 
£75,258.  We  bear  a  great  deal  about  sur- 
pluses. When  people  hear  that  there  is  a  sur- 
plus of  £521,000  they  are  apt  to  run  away 
with  the  idea  that  this  is  the  surplus  of  the 
year,  but  this  is  not  so.  How,  it  may  be  asked, 
do  we  get  the  £521,000  ?  Well,  to  the  £75,258 
we  add  the  surplus  of  last  year  amounting  to 
£854,286.  We  also  add  increases  to  the  sinking 
fund  amounting  to  £69,600,  and  £22,000  which 
'Was  a  debt  due  by  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Office.  These  two  Items  the  Treasurer  looks 
upon  as  revenue,  but  they  are  not  so.  If  we 
add  all  these  together  we  get  the  sum  which  the 
Treasurer  puts  down  as  the  surplus — namely, 

-  £521,144.  Now,  it  has  always  been  a  common 
oomplaint  in  this  House  that  Treasurers 
under-estimate  their  revenue  for  the  ooming 
year  and  over-estimate  their  expenditure,  and 
that  they  do  this  in  order  that  they  may  be 
able  to  say  that  things  have  turned  out  much 
better  than  they  expected.  The  present  Trea- 
surer certainly  is  no  exception  to  this  rule  :  he 
estimated  the  revenue  of  the  past  year  at 
£2,000  less  than  the  revenue  of  the  preceding 
year,  but  instead  of  that  he  was  wrong  in 
^very  item.  The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted 
to  £264,000  more  than  the  estimate.  This  is 
the  more  inexcusable  when  we  consider  that  the 
financial  year  was  more  than  half  gone  when 
he  made  the  estimate.  And,  curiously  enough, 
be  over-estimated  almost  every  item  in  the  ex- 
penditure. A  Treasurer  should  endeavour  to 
make  as  accurate  a  calculation  as  he  possibly 
oan.  The  estimate  of  the  revenue  of  the  cur- 
rent year  is  £4,969,000,  and  the  estimate  of 
expenditure  is  £4,743,876,  so  that  he  expects 
the  revenue  to  exceed  the  expenditure  by 
£225,124.  He  estimates  there  will  be  from 
£18,000  to  £19,000  less  revenue  this  current 
year  than  there  was  last  year.  It  is  sin- 
cerely to  be  hoped  that  the  Minister  will  be 
mistaken  in  this  estimate,  for  what  does  it 
mean  ?  It  means  that  the  people  will  not  be  so 
weU  ofi  during  the  current  year  as  they  were 
during  the  past  year.  The  population  increases 
year  by  year  at  the  rate  of  from  3  to  4  per  cent. 
We  may  therefore  expect  to  have  more  people 
in  the  country  than  during  the  past  year, 
and  fewer  of  the  articles  amongst  them  that 
go  to  make  life  comfortable.  The  Treasurer 
considers  that  the  expenditure  during  the 
current  year  will  be  £131,000  more  than  the 
expenditure   of   the  past  year.     This  shows 


that  there  is  no  great  tendency  towards 
economy  on  the  part  of  the  Treasurer.  It 
is  said  in  the  Hallways  Statement  that  the 
platelayers  are  to  have  their  wages  raised  6d.  a 
day  from  the  1st  January.  The  cost  of  this  for 
the  last  three  months  of  the  financial  year  is 
estimated  at  dB3,700,  and  provision  is  made  for 
this  on  the  estimates.  The  annual  cost  will 
be  £14,800.  I  think  this  is  altogether  an  un- 
justifiable expenditure.  The  platelayers  have 
not  asked  for  it,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  very 
unpopular  in  the  country  districts.  We  all 
know  that  a  great  many  of  our  young  men 
wish  to  get  employment  on  the  railways. 
This  will  probably  increase  the  number  of 
applications  on  the  part  of  these  young 
men.  The  platelayers  are  perhaps  the  best- 
off  class  of  men  in  the  country,  for  they 
get  good  wages  and  constant  employment. 
I  shall  therefore  vote  against  this  proposal. 
I  believe  that  it  has  been  done  for  political 
purposes,  in  the  hope  that  at  the  next  election 
the  platelayers,  together  with  their  relations, 
will  vote  in  favour  of  the  Gk)vemment  candi- 
dates. But,  whatever  may  be  the  motive,  it 
is  an  expenditure  which  is  altogether  uncalled- 
for.  Then,  I  notice  that  there  are  to  be  fifty 
additional  constables.  .  The  increase  of  the 
Police  Force  may  be  necessary,  but  it  will 
cost  .money,  and  it  does  not  say  very  much 
for  us  as  a  law-abiding  people.  We  are  still 
borrowing  largely,  although  we  hear  a  great 
deal  about  economy.  As  far  as  I  can  make 
out,  we  have  been  borrowing  since  the  present 
Government  came  into  office  at  the  rate  of 
about  a  million  a  year.  That  is  a  large  sum. 
Where  is  the  money  coming  from  ?  It  is  not  the 
custom  now  to  pass  Loan  Acts  with  the  view 
of  raising  the  money  in  London.  This  money 
is  borrowed  chiefly  from  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank.  During  last  year  the  Qovemment 
borrowed  from  that  institution  the  sum  of 
£688,000.  They  have  borrowed  from  the  Con- 
sols Account  £183,700,  and  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Public  Debts  Sinking  Funds 
£8,500:  amounting  in  all  to  £830,900.  We 
.QA  bave  borrowed  this  money  at  3^  per 
cent.  The  Post  Office  could,  I  believe, 
have  invested  all  this  money  in  mortgages  at, 
say,  4^  per  cent. :  that  is  1  per  cent,  more  than 
they  are  getting  from  the  Government.  This 
would  have  been  a  good  thing  for  the  depositors. 
One  per  cent,  on  the  money  borrowed  would 
have  been  a  clear  gain  to  the  institution  of 
£6,887  per  year.  The  depositors  in  the  savings- 
banks  are  largely  the  working-classes,  and  it 
is  very  desirable  that  they  should  get  as  much 
interest  on  their  money  as  possible,  so  that 
they  may  be  encouraged  to  go  on  saving  and 
always  putting  themselves  in  a  better  position. 
At  present  the  interest  paid  to  depositors  is 
only  2^  and  3  per  cent.,  and  if  the  Government 
would  let  the  bank  alone  the  depositors  might 
get  considerably  more  than  this.  I  notice  that 
the  Government  have  not  borrowed  during  the 
past  year  from  the  Gk)vemment  Life  Insurance 
or  the  Public  Trust  Office.  These  offices  have 
invested  their  spare  moneys  in  mortgagesr 
which,  no  doubt,  pay  them  better.^The  Go- 
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▼erDment  Life  Insaranoe  invested  in  this  w&y 
£241,898,  and  the  Pablio  Trust  Office  £258,819. 
The  Post  Office  should  have  been  allowed  to  do 
the  same,  and  thus  it  would  have  been  doing 
much  of  the  work  which  is  at  present  done  by 
tbe  Advances  to  Settlers  Office.  Now,  I  must  say 
that  I  think  we  are  this  session  attempting  fax 
too  much  legislation.  We  had  a  smalt  volume 
of  statutes  last  year,  and  I  have  not  heard  any 
person  complain  of  its  smaUness.  The  Premier 
was  not  in  the  colony  when  we  should  have 
met  last  year,  and  probably  it  is  on  that  ac- 
count that  we  did  not  pass  very  many  Bills ; 
but  we  seem  to  be  now  making  up  for  this.  In 
conversing  with  people  outside,  when  one  has 
occasion  to  speak  about  the  Parliament  they 
very  often  make  the  remark  that  we  have  too 
much  legislation  altogether ;  and  with  that  re 
mark  I  entirely  agree.  Just  look  at  the  labour 
Bills  that  are  upon  the  Order  Paper  to-day. 
There  is  the  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  the 
Workers'  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill,  the 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitiation  Bill,  and 
two  Eight  Hours  Bills.  I  should  say  that  one  of 
these  Bills  would  be  quite  enough  for  a  session. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City, 
Mr.  Hutcheson,  agrees  with  me  in  that.  We 
have  gone  a  long  way  already  in  labour  legisla- 
tion. Tbe  Acts  are  simply  experimental.  We 
might  well  stay  our  hands  for  a  time,  to  see  how 
the  experiment  works  out.  The  very  circum- 
stance that  we  have  a  Bill  before  us  to  amend 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act  shows  that 
our  labour  legislation  is  not  working  altogether 
satisfactorily.  If  we  are  to  be  kept  here  till  we 
pass  all  these  Bills  we  may  just  as  well  come 
and  live  in  Wellington  altogether.  Apart  from 
the  labour  Bills,  just  look  at  the  other  weighty 
Bills  we  have.  There  is  our  friend  the  Old-age 
Pensions  Bill.  That  is  a  weighty  Bill,  and  I 
should  say  that  if  we  could  settle  this  old-age 
pensions  business  in  one  session  we  would  do 
very  well,  though  we  should  do  nothing  else. 
We  are  expected  to  pass  that  Bill  and  three 
Native  Land  Bills— all  introduced  by  the 
Government. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — And  all  in  conflict  one 
with  another. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.-Probably.  Then 
there  is  the  Rating  Act  Amendment  Bill,  the 
Beferendum  Bill,  and  last,  though  not  least, 
the  Government  Fire  Insurance  Bill.  These 
are  all  weighty  Bills,  and  I  say  it  is  perfectly 
preposterous  to  expect  us  to  pass  all  these 
Bills  this  session.  The  Bills  are  very  debat- 
able, every  one  of  them.  It  has  been  said 
frequently  in  tbe  House,  this  session  and  other 
sessions,  that  the  Public  Works  Statement 
and  estimates  ^ould  be  brought  down  at  the 
same  time,  and  should  be  discussed  together. 
It  has  been  said  that  this  has  never  been  done 
hitherto.  This  is  quite  true ;  but  the  world  is 
moving,  and  I  hope  improving ;  and  if  good 
reasons  can  be  advanced  for  a  change,  I  do 
not  see  why  an  effort  should  not  be  made  to 
bring  it  about.  For  one  thing,  a  portion  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  is  now  applied  to  the  con- 
struction of  public  works,  and  I  hope  this  will 
long  continue.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  only  right 
Mr,  J.  W.  Thomson 


that  when,  as  at  present,  we  are  considering: 
all  about  the  raising  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
and  other  things,  we  should  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  public  worla  on 
which  it  is  proposed  to  spend  a  consider- 
able portion  of  it.  The  subject  with  which 
the  Public  Works  Statement  deals — namely, 
railways,  roads,  bridges,  and  other  public 
works — ^may  be  said  to  be  quite  as  important 
as  the  subjects  with  which  we  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  dealing  at  present.  Again,  it  is 
evident  that  the  Public  Works  Statement  and 
estimates  should  be  discussed.  But  we  can 
scarcely  expect  two  debates  on  financial  sub- 
jects during  the  one  session,  and,  besides,  thfr 
Public  Works  Statement  and  estimates  ars 
brought  down  at  so  late  a  period  in  the  session 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  discuss  them  at 
all.  The  voting  of  the  money  for  public  works- 
is  in  a  sense  the  most  unsatisfactory  piece  of 
work  we  have  to  do  here.  We  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  know  something  about  the  works  for 
which  we  are  voting  money,  but  the  truth  is 
we  know  little  or  nothing  about  them,  and  the 
Minister  and  member  may  not  know  much 
either.  The  Minister  assures  us  that  the  thin^ 
is  all  right,  and  we  must  either  take  his  woio 
for  it  or  vote  against  the  Government.  It  has 
sometimes  been  said  that  a  Committee  should 
be  set  up  to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  every 
application  for  money.  Such  a  thing  is  no 
doubt  open  to  objections,  but  something  of  the 
kind  should  be  done.  At  present  there  is  a 
Railways  Committee,  to  which  all  petitions 
regarding  railways  or  roads  are  referred^ 
but  this  Committee  does  not  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  the  works  at  all;  it  simply 
refers  them  to  the  consideration  of  the- 
Govemment,  sometimes  going  the  length  ol 
recommending  them  to  the  **  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Government."  Closely  allied 
to  this  subject  of  local  works  is  the  sub- 
ject of  loceJ  government.  This  is  in  an  ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory  state,  and  always  has 
been,  chiefly  because  the  local  bodies  have  not 
means  to  do  all  that  is  required  of  them.  The 
result  is  that  there  is  scarcely  a  looaJ  body  in 
the  country  but  is  looking  to  the  Government 
to  make  roads  and  bridges  for  them,  or  to 
assist  them  in  making  roads  and  bridges. 
There  is  no  clear  line  of  demarcation  between 
the  duties  of  the  local  bodies  and  the  duties  of 
the  State.  The  result  is  that  the  House  is 
little  better  than  a  huge  Board  of  Works.  I 
shall  not  say  anything  about  land-settlement, 
except  in  the  case  of  Catlin's  district,  which 
forms  part  of  the  Electoral  District  of  Glutha. 
Catlin's  is  a  wooded  district.  During  the  past 
few  years  a  good  many  people  have  taken  up 
land  there.  The  land  has  not  turned  out  so  weU 
as  it  was  expected  to  do.  The  result  is  disap- 
pointment. A  good  many  persona  have  left, 
and  more  will  leave.  When  a  settler  surrenders, 
his  improvements  are  valued ;  and  if  another 
person  can  be  found  to  take  up  the  land  he  has 
to  pay  for  the  improvements,  or  the  settler  may 
get  some  one  to  buy  his  improvements  at  a  low 
figure.  This  practically  means  the  ruin  of  the 
original  settler.     What  the  settlers  want  is  a 
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redaction  in  the  valae  set  on  their  properties. 
I  am  aware  that  the  Government  have  eome- 
-times  been  imposed  upon  in  former  valuations 
that  have  been  made,  the  land  being  well 
worth  the  value  put  upon  it.  They  may  there- 
fore be  unwilling  to  have  reoourse  again  to  the 
svstem  of  revaluation.  But  I  am  convinoed 
tnat  if  the  district  of  Gatlin's  is  to  make  any 
progress  at  all  the  land  of  the  settlers  must  be 
revalued. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
•past  twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  19th  August,  1898. 

r  Mr.  Bamnel  Y&ile  —  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and 
3anking  Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Spjbakbr  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

PRAYXBS. 

MR.  SAMUEL  VAILE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH  moved,  That 
the  report  of  the  Petitions  Committee  on  tJie  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Vaile,  of  Auckland,  be  referred 
back  to  the  Petitiotts  Committee  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  evidence.  He  said  the  report  of  the 
Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Vaile  was  as  follows  : — 

"The  Public  Petitions  Committee,  having 
considered  the  petition  of  Mr.  Samuel  Vaile 
relative  to  the  stage  system  of  railway  adminis- 
tration, have  the  honour  to  report  that,  inas- 
much as  the  subject-matter  of  the  petition 
involves  a  question  of  policy,  the  Committee 
have  no  recommendation  to  make." 

He  believed  he  was  correct  in  saying  that  the 
•Oommittee  had  not  taken  any  evidence  upon 
this  petition.  They  had  not  even  called  upon 
the  petitioner  to  give  any  reasons  for  the  state- 
ments made  in  his  petition.  He  thought  when 
he  said  that  the  Committee  treated  the  peti- 
"lioner  with  scant  courtesy  he  was  not  saying 
too  much.  Mr.  Vaile  stated  in  his  petition  that 
he  had  no  personal  object.  The  first  clause  of 
the  petition  said,  **  Your  petitioner  does  not 
approach  your  honourable  Council  on  any 
matter  of  a  personal,  private,  or  even  pro- 
vincial character,  but .  on  a  matter  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  whole  community." 
The  petitioner  approached  the  Council  in  a 
most  respectful  manner,  and  asked  to  be  heard 
upon  a  subject  that  he  considered  to  be  of 
benefit  to  his  country ;  and  he  (Mr.  McCul- 
lough)  thought  the  least  the  Committee  could 
have  done  under  the  circumstances  was  to  have 
complied  with  his  request,  and  have  afforded 
him  the  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  explana- 
tion. When  he  mentioned  that  Mr.  Vaile 
had  advocated  this  stage  system  of  manage- 
ment of  our  railways  since  1888 — that  was, 
sixteen  years  —  that  he  had  spent  time 
.almost  incalculable,  and  over  £1,500  of  hard 
^ash  out  of  his  own  pocket,  he  thought  that 


spoke  volumes  for  his  earnestness  and  for  his 
patriotism.  It  could  not  for  a  moment  be  said 
that  he  was  actuated  by  personal  motives.  Mr. 
Vaile  had  lived  a  good  many  years  in  this 
world,  and  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events 
he  could  not  expect  to  live  a  great  many 
more,  and  probably  he  might  not  live  long 
enough  to  see  the  result  of  his  very  great 
labour.  The  refusal  of  the  Committee  tohear 
him  was  anything  but  a  recognition  of  his 
great  ability,  of  the  expenditure  of  his  time, 
and  was  scarcely  in  keeping  with  the  courtesy 
usually  extended  by  that  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  every  citizen  appealing  to  it.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  said  that  it  was  a 
question  of  policy,  but  that  was  a  stereotyped 
reply  in  that  Council.  They  had  heard  it  on 
many  occasions,  and  it  was  looked  upon  as  an 
easy  way  of  dealing  with,  or  rather  shirking 
the  dealing  with,  difficult  questions.  The. 
Committee  had  termed  an  inquiry  into  the 
railway  administration  a  question  of  policy. 
He  had  yet  to  learn  that  any  question  coming 
before  the  Council  wsks  without  its  scope  of 
operations,  or  could  not  command  the  atten- 
tion of  its  members.  Certainly  they  were  de- 
barred from  dealing  with  questions  of  taxation 
and  from  amending  money  Bills,  as  they  were 
termed,  from  the  other  branch  of  the  Le^is> 
lature,  but  he  failed  to  see  that  any  question 
brought  before  the  Council  officially  and  in 
order  could  be  said  to  be  beyond  its  scope  or 
outside  its  privileges.  He  might  instance  the 
cafie  of  the  Bank  Bill,  which  they  had  had 
before  them  the  previous  day.  Was  that  not 
a  question  of  policy,  and  a  large  question  of 
policy,  and  one  affecting  very  large  interests  in 
the  colony  ?  Then,  the  same  might  be  said  of 
the  old-age  pensions  scheme.  That  was  a 
question  of  policy — a  policy  altering  the  con- 
ditions and  administration  of  charitable  aid. 
All  these  questions  of  policy  were  admittedly 
within  the  scope  of  the  Council,  and  he  held 
that  investigation  and  inquiry  into  the  petition 
presented  by  Mr.  Samuel  Vaile  on  this  matter 
of  the  State  administration  of  railways  was 
quite  as  much  within  the  privileges  of  the  Coun- 
cil as  either  of  the  matters  raised  by  the  Bills 
referred  to.  It  was  upon  grounds  such  as  these 
that  he  moved  the  motion  standing  in  his  name 
on  the  Order  Paper,  and  asking  that  the  Coun- 
cil should  refer  the  petition  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee and  ask  them  to  be  good  enough  to  take 
evidence.  He  thought  the  Committee  had  been 
rather  hasty  in  coming  to  its  conclusion.  He 
might  mention  that  this  question  of  the  stage 
system  of  the  management  of  the  railways  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Vaile  was  a  very  burning  ques- 
tion in  Auckland,  the  part  of  the  colony  he 
came  from*  Mr.  Vaile  was  a  very  old  resident 
of  the  City  of  Auckland,  having  lived  in  that 
portion  of  the  colony  for  over  naif  a  century, 
and  for  the  last  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  he 
had  devoted  a  great  part  of  his  spare  time  to 
this  question  of  the  stage  system.  The  people 
of  Auckland  were  probably  more  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  good  points  of  the  system 
and  with  the  details  of  its  working  than  the 
inhabitants  of  the  rest  of   the  colony.     He 
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might  remind  the  Ck)UDoil  that  among  his 
other  labours  Mr.  Vaile  had  on  one  oocasion 
travelled  through  the  colony  and  had  addressed 
the  people  in  the  large  centres  of  population 
upon  the  question,  and  there  was  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  he  had  oonyinced  a  great  number  of 
STsons  of  the  practicability  of  his  scheme, 
e  was  quite  well  aware  that  there  were 
members  of  the  Council  who  agreed  with  him 
that  it  was  desirable  that  some  attention 
should  be  paid  to  this  question,  and  that  pro- 
bably it  was  desirable  that  a  trial  of  the  system 
should  be  made  upon  a  section  of  our  railways. 
Since  he  had  given  this  notice  of  motion 
honourable  members  had  spoken  to  him  to 
that  effect,  and  he  was  cheered  with  their 
countenance  and  support,  and  he  sincerely 
hoped  the  Council  would  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  petitioner  and  refer  the  petition  again  to 
the  Committee.  The  question  had  been  be- 
fore the  Legislature  many  times;  countless 
petitions  had  been  presented  to  Parliament 
during  the  last  sixteen  years,  including  peti- 
tions from  nearly  every  prominent  public  body 
in  New  Zealand,  asking  for  an  investigation 
of  Mr.  Vaile's  system,  and  suggesting  tiiat  a 
trial  should  be  given  to  it.  In  May,  1886,  a 
parliamentary  Committee  was  set  up,  consist- 
ing of  the  Hon.  Major  Atkinson,  ex- Premier; 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bichardson,  who  was  then 
Minister  for  Public  Works;  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Macandrew,  an  ex-Minister,  Public  Works ;  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  ex-Minister,  Public  Works  ; 
the  Hon.  E.  Mitch elson,  ex-Minister,  Public 
Works ;  Messrs.  Gore  and  Hatch ;  the  Hon. 
W.  C.  Walker,  the  present  leader  of  the 
Council ;  Mr.  O'Connor  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Whyte, 
members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 
The  minutes  of  that  parliamentary  Com- 
mittee were  contained  in  the  parliamentary 
blue-book  for  the  year  1886,  and  occupied 
a  very  great  portion  of  one  of  its  volumes. 
There  was  no  question  but  upon  that  occa- 
sion very  great  care  had  been  taken  by  the 
Committee.  Officers  of  the  Bailway  Depart- 
ment were  examined  and  cross-examined  by 
Mr.  Vaile,  and  it  now  appears,  from  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past  few  years,  that  many  of 
the  statements  made  by  the  officers  of  the  de- 
par  tmen  t  were  incorrect.  But,  apart  from  that, 
and  without  entering  upon  debatable  ground, 
he  might  mention  that  twelve  years  had  passed 
since  then,  and  that  in  the  interval  a  great 
deal  of  light  had  been  thrown  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  further,  that  this  system,  or  a  modi- 
fication of  it,  had  been  introduced  into  no  less 
than  five  European  countries.  Mr.  Vaile  was 
now  in  possession  of  information,  the  result  of 
twelve  years' investigation,  which  he  considered 
should  be  laid  before  Parliament.  This  was  the 
simple,  plain,  common-sense  ground  Mr.  Vaile 
took  up:  that  the  investigation  in  1886  was  un- 
satisfactory. He  had  many  new  facts  and 
fuller  information  to  lay  before  Parliament,  and 
he  thought  this  was  the  proper  time  at  which  to 
do  it.  He  (Mr.  McCuilough)  thought  that  was 
not  an  unreasonable  position  to  take  up,  and 
he  hoped  the  Council  would  not  think  it  un- 
reasonable that,  under  the  circumstances,  they 
Hon.  Mr.  McCuilough 


should  be  asked  to  refer  the  petition  back,  and 
to  request  that  evidence  be  taken.  One  of  the 
great  objections  raised  in  1886  was  that  at  that 
time  this  question  was  more  a  matter  of  theory 
than  of  practice.  That  position  was  now  alto- 
gether removed,  from  the  fact  that  five  Con- 
tinental States  had  introduced  the  system, 
and  found  it  to  work  most  admirably.  He 
thought  he  should  be  failing  in  his  duty.  in. 
support  of  his  argument  if  he  were  not  to  tell 
the  Committee  as  shortly  as  possible  the  effect 
the  system  had  had  when  introduced  in  Hun- 
gary upon  the  finances  of  that  country.  The 
system  was  introduced  there  in  1889.  1888  waa 
the  last  year  under  the  old  svstem,  and  in 
that  year  the  passengers  carried  amounted  to 
9,056,500,  and  the  receipts  were,  in  Austrian 
fiorins,  14,112,000.  In  1889  the  new  system 
was  introduced — in  August — so  that  in  that 
year  there  were  only  five  months  under  the  new 
system ;  but  the  number  of  passengers  oaxried 
that  year  was  increased  from  9,056,500  to 
18,054,600,  an  increase  of  nearly  four  millions, 
and  the  revenue  from  14,112,000  to  15,021,500 
florins.  In  1890,  the  first  whole  vear  of  the 
new  system,  the  passengers  carried  numbered 
21,635,600,  instead  of  9,056,500  under  the 
old  system,  and  the  revenue  increased  from 
14.112,000  to  16,937,000  florins.  In  1891  the 
passengers  carried  numbered  25,781,400,  and 
the  receipts  were  18,591,800  florins.  In  1892: 
the  passengers  increased  to  28,628,700.  Thus 
in  only  three  years,  under  the  new  system,  the 
number  of  passengers  increased,  in  round  num- 
bers, from  nine  to  twenty-eight  millions,  and 
the  revenue  increased  to  19,684,900  florins. 
In  1896  34,806,800  passengers  were  carried, 
and  the  revenue  increased  to  24,293,243  florins. 
In  1897— the  last  returns  to  hand — there  were 
35,245,900  passengers  carried,  and  the  revenue 
received  was  26,941*677  florins.  In  the  course 
of  the  six  years  the  number  of  passengers- 
increased  from  nine  millions  to  thirty-five 
millions,  and  the  revenue  from  14,112,000  to 
26,951,677  fiorins.  If  those  figures  were 
not  a  convincing  proof  of  the  benefits  Hun- 
gary had  received  from  the  introduction  of 
this  stage,  or  zone  system,  as  it  was  called 
in  that  country,  he  failed  to  find  anything 
more  convincing  to  lay  before  honourable 
members.  Further,  the  same  system  was 
introduced  in  1894  in  Bussia;  and  he  would, 
like  the  Council  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
Government  of  Bussia  had  not  introduced 
this  system  where  the  railways  ran  through 
large  towns  or  cities,  but  applied  the  zone 
system  to  the  railways  for  all  distances  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  miles  from  the  large 
centres  of  population.  The  passenger  revenue 
on  the  Bussian  lines  for  the  previous  year 
had  been  £8,061,754,  and  the  Bussian  rail- 
way  experts  calculated  that  the  introduction 
of  the  new  pystem  would  reduce  the  year*s 
revenue  to  £6,167,552 — that  would  be  a  loes 
of  nearly  £2,000,000.  The  operation  wound 
up  with  a  different  result.  The  year  ended 
with  a  revenue  of  £9,183,333,  or  £1,121,579 
more  than  the  previous  year,  and  £8,015,781. 
more  than  the  railway  experts  csJculated  on. 
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An  Hon.  Msubbb.— What  was  the  additional 
length  of  lines  opened  there  7 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoCULLOUGH  said  he  did 
not  speak  of  any  additional  length  of  railway : 
he  only  pointed  to  the  fact  that  this  system 
was  applied  to  railways  at  a  distance  of  over 
two  hundred  miles  from  the  centres  of  popu- 
lation, to  what  must  be  sparsely  populated 
districts.  That  was  the  argument.  He  was 
only  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  revenue 
received  previous  to  the  introduction  of  the 
system,  and  the  revenue  afterwards 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— But  the  whole  question 
hangs  upon  the  length  of  new  lines  opened. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McGULLOUGH  said,  as  far  as 
he  was  aware,  there  had  not  been  any  great 
increase  in  the  length  of  the  railways  in 
Bussia. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Are  you  prepared  to  say 
so? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McGULLOUGH  said  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say  more  than  he  had  on  the 
point.  He  might  mention,  further,  that  in  Den- 
mark, in  1897,  the  same  system  was  adopted, 
and  in  June  of  the  present  year  in  Switserland 
the  whole  of  the  railway  compcmies  in  that 
country  agreed  to  adopt  this  system,  and  now, 
in  the  case  of  travelling  in  Switserland,  no 
matter  upon  which  company's  line  you  tra- 
velled, you  could  get  a  ticket  that  would  carry 
you  for  fifteen  days  all  over  the  country 
for  the  small  sum  of  £1.  You  might  travel 
as  often  as  you  liked  and  as  far  as  you 
liked  throughout  Switzerland  for  the  sum 
he  had  named  —  so  he  was  informed.  If 
these  facts  were  as  he  stated,  what  better 
arguments  could  they  find  in  advocating  the 
introduction  of  a  similar  system  in  New 
Zealand  ?  There  was  a  good  deal  of  confusion 
in  the  minds  of  many  whom  he  had  spoken  to 
as  to  the  objects  to  be  gained  by  this  stage 
system.  They  were  very  briefly  stated  by  Mr. 
Vaile  as  follows:  "  The  distribution  of  popula- 
tion, and  the  settlement  of  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion of  people  on  the  land."  He  thought 
that  there  was  no  argument  needed  on  his  part 
to  substantiate  or  support  that  statement.  If 
they  enabled  people  to  travel  from  the  centres 
of  population,  or  to  travel  any  distance,  say,  up 
to  a  nundred  miles,  for  about  28.  second  class, 
M  Mr.  Vaile  proposed,  then  people  would 
travel,  and  would  be  indaoed  to  go  upon  the 
land.  The  difficulties  settlers  had  was  in 
getting  to  the  land  when  it  was  at  a  great 
distance — a  hundred  or  two  hundred  miles— 
from  the  centres  of  population,  and  when  they 
got  there  the  further  difficulty  was  to  get  their 
produce  to  a  market.  The  railway  freights  were 
now  so  heavy  that  the  profits  were  all  absorbed 
by  the  cost  of  the  carriage  and  by  the  agents' 
profits  in  the  large  centres.  Mr.  Vaile,  in  order 
that  he  might  know  the  result  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  syatem  in  Hungary,  wrote  to  the 
British  Consul  in  the  capital  of  Hungary, 
Buda  Pesth,  and  he  had  been  good  enough  to 
let  him  ^Mr.  McCullough)  have  the  reply  he 
had  received.  The  British  Consul  wrote  as 
follows : — 


**  Buda  Pesth,  9th  April,  1894. 

"  Sib, — In  compliance  with  your  desire,  ex- 
pressed in  your  letter  of  the  24th  February 
last,  I  have  forwarded  to  you  by  book-posfe 
two  volumes  of  the  official  report  on  the  zone 
system  up  to  the  year  1890,  and  for  the  years 
1891  and  1892  respectively. 

**  With  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  lone 
system  on  the  distribution  of  population  and 
aJtering  the  social  condition  of  the  people,  it 
is  difficult  to  obtain  any  accurate  information. 

'*  The  result  of  my  inquiries  tends  to  show 
that  the  working- classes  have  not  lost  time 
in  profiting  by  the  cheap  fares  of  the  sone 
system,  which  enables  them — e.g,,  if  travelling 
in  parties  of  ten— to  reach  the  capital  from  the 
extreme  limit  of  the  country  for  about  Ss.  4d., 
and  an  enormous  increase  in  the  number  of 
third- class  passengers  has  been  observed.  The 
natural  oonseqaence  of  such  facilities  for  travel- 
ling among  the  labouring-classes  is  an  inclina- 
tion on  their  part  to  proceed  wherever  they  are 
likely  to  obtain  more  remuneratory  wages,more 
especially  in  the  towns. — I  am,  &c., 
"J.  BbOll, 

"  H.B.M.  Consul. 

*'  Samuel  Vaile,  Esq.,  Auckland." 

This  was  the  reply  of  Her  Majesty's  Consul 
in  Buda  Peath,  and  it  might  be  taken  that  the 
statement  was  absolutely  correct.  He  might 
explain  to  the  Council  that  the  length  of  the 
line  referred  to,  on  which  the  rate  of  3s.  4d. 
was  charged,  was  457  miles,  about  equal  to 
the  distance  from  Culverden  to  the  Bluff. 
Over  that  length  people  were  carried  for  the 
sum  of  3s.  4d.  The  amount  proposed  by  Mr. 
Vaile  was  128.  8d.  The  letter  just  read  could 
have  none  other  than  a  convincing  effect  on 
the  minds  of  honourable  members.  Mr.  Vaile 
further  said  that  one  effect  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  system  would  be  the  creation 
of  inland  and  internal  trade,  and  he  might  be 
permitted  to  explain  how  that  would  come 
about.  Cheap  fares  and  increased  facilities 
would  have  the  effect  of  taking  the  popula- 
tion from  the  g^eat  centres  to  the  country,  an 
object  all  who  studied  social  subjects  were  in- 
terested in.  The  social  effect  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Vaile  system  had  been  lost  sight  of, 
he  thought,  in  a  great  measure.  Socialists 
were  always  lamenting  in  this  country — those 
who  took  an  interest  in  the  poor  and  labouring 
classes — the  tendency  there  was  in  the  colony 
for  the  people  to  congregate  in  the  cities.  But 
the  introduction  of  cheap  railway-fares  would 
lead  to  the  people  going  into  the  country.  The 
great  object  of  our  land- laws  was  to  induce 
people  to  take  up  the  waste  lands.  The  rail- 
ways should  be  made  to  further  this  object, 
and  would  do  so  if  fares  were  cheaper  than  at 
present.  Roads  were  being  asked  for  by  the 
settlers ;  but  railways  were  but  roads,  and,  un- 
fortunately, with  toll-gates  every  mile.  Mr. 
Vaile's  system — perhaps  he  ought  to  have  ex- 
plained its  principal  features  a  little  earlier — 
was  in  the  main  the  erection,  at  about  every 
seven  or  nine  miles,  of  stages.  Mr.  Vaile,  in 
one  of  his  letters  in  explanation  of  his  system^ 
says,— 
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**  All  fares  and  rates  are  reckoned  from  stage- 
stafeion  to  stage-station,  and  are  payable  for  the 
whole  or  any  intermediate  portion  of  the  dis- 
tenoe.  To  find  your  fare  or  your  rate,  count 
the  number  of  steige-stations  you  require  to 
pass,  and  the  station  you  wish  to'  arrive  at, 
and  multiply  the  rate  by  that  number.  Start- 
*ing  from  any  capital  town  (for  this  purpose  I 
treat  any  town  having  a  population  of  not  less 
than  six  thousand  as  a  capital  town),  I  pro- 
pose to  place  on  every  line  running  out  of  that 
town  four  stages,  as  near  as  may  be,  seven 
miles  apart,  and  then,  should  there  be  a  stretch 
of  country  of  fifty  or  more  miles  not  having  a 
town  of  two  thousand  inhabitants,  to  make  the 
stages  fifty  miles  each.  Outside  each  town  of 
two  thousand  inhabitants  I  propose  to  place 
one  seven-mile  stage  on  each  line,  and  outside 
towns  of  four  thousand  two  seven-mile  stages. 
The  stages  would  be  readjusted  after  each 
census  is  taken,  and  placed  in  accordance  with 
the  movement  of  the  population.  Thus,  should, 
say,  Frankton,  eighty-five  miles  from  Auckland, 
be  found  to  contain  two  thousand  inhabitants, 
one  seven-mile  stage  would  be  placed  on  every 
line  running  out  of  that  town.  If  it  had  in- 
creased to  four  thousand  souls,  then  two  seven- 
mile  stages ;  or,  if  six  thousand,  then  four  stages. 
Thus  Frankton  would  have  to  contribute  its 
fair  share  of  the  burden  of  transit  charges,  and 
each  town  as  it  developed  would  be  treated  in 
a  similar  manner. 

"  As  illustrating  how  the  stage  system  would 
create  new  local  markets  and  trading  centres, 
take  Frankton  (eighty- five  miles  from  Auck- 
land, or  five  stages) :  A  labourer,  artisan,  store- 
keeper, professional  man,  or  manufacturer 
establishing  himself  there  would  have  immense 
opportunities  of  disposing  of  his  labour  or  his 
wares.  He  could  go  to  Pukekobe  (54  miles),  to 
Te  Euiti  (41  miles),  to  Cambridse  (26  miles), 
to  Te  Aroha  (80  miles),  to  Oxford  (50  miles], 
the  whole  or  any  one  of  these  distances,  for  4d. 
Surely  any  man  having  his  personal  services 
or  his  wares  to  dispose  of  would  seize  the 
opportunity  />i  locating  himself  there.  The 
inevitable  consequence  must  be  that  a  con- 
siderable town  would  soon  be  created  round 
Frankton  Junction,  which  would  form  a  local 
market  for  the  surrounding  farmers.  Every 
stage  station  and  every  terminal  station  would 
also  become  a  trading  centre  for  the  same 
reason.  A  man  at  Cambridge,  for  instance, 
could  go  to  Frankton,  to  Te  Aroha,  to  Oxford, 
or  to  any  intervening  distance,  for  4d." 

Without  going  at  any  greater  length  into  the 
system,  the  illustration  just  given  showed  in  a 
forcible  way  the  effect  the  introduction  of  this 
system  would  have  in  inducing  people  to  settle 
outside  of  the  present  large  towns,  and  in  taking 
away  the  people  from  the  cities.  A  paragraph 
appeared  in  one  of  the  Wellington  papers  a  day 
or  two  before  which  carried  with  it  matter  for 
consideration.  It  was  something  that  was  said 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Benevolent  Trustees  in 
Wellington,  as  follows : — 

**A  constant  cry  made  to  the  Benevolent 
Trustees  by  applicants  is,  *  We  can't  pay  our 
rent.'  A  woman  came  before  the  Trustees 
Hon.  Mr.  MeCuUough 


yesterday  afternoon,  and  pleaded  for  aid  for 
herself  and  children.  She  was  paying  98.  a 
week  for  the  rent  of  three  small  rooms.  One 
of  the  Trustees  thought  the  rent  extravagant. 
*  Why,'  replied  another  Trustee, '  some  people 
are  paying  88.  a  week  for  a  single  room,  lis.  or 
15s.  a  week  for  three  rooms  and  a  lean-to,  and 
as  much  as  25s.  for  a  six-roomed  house.  How 
can  we  expect  poor  people  to  meet  rents  like 
this?*" 

It  was  a  very  pertinent  question,  and  one 
solution  of  it  would  be  found  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  stage  system.  For  instance,  Petone 
was  within  seven  miles  from  Wellington,  and 
under  the  stage  system  people  would  be  able  to 
travel  there  by  train  for  4a.  second  class  and 
for  6d.  first  class.  The  lowest  rent  mentioned 
in  the  paragraph  he  had  read  was  8s.  Such  a 
rental  represented  a  capital  value,  at  5  per  cent., 
of  over  £400,  a  sum  which  would  enable  a  man 
to  put  up  at  Petone  a  oomfortable  house  on  a 
fair- si  zed  area  of  land.  If  people  could  be 
provided  at  Petone  with  two  rooms  instead  of 
one,  and  for  4s.  a  week,  which  might  easily  be 
done,  and  if,  in  addition  to  the  rent,  the  railway 
charge  was  not  greater  than  the  rent  of  86.  now 
paid,  it  stood  to  reason  that,  from  a  pounds- 
shillings-and-pence  view  alone,  it  would  be 
desirable  for  people  to  go  to  Petone  to  live,' 
where  their  surroundings  would  be  much  better 
than  they  were  in  a  wretched  house  in  the 
back-slums  of  the  city.  The  idea  of  inducing 
working  men  and  their  families  to  live  out  of 
the  cities  was  already  gaining  ground.  In 
answer  to  a  question  in  another  place,  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  had  said  that  he 
intended  to  organize  what  he  called  workmen's 
trains.  The  object  of  that  was  to  enable  work- 
men who  had  to  work,  say,  in  Wellington,  to 
live  out  of  the  town,  where  the  rents  of  honsea 
were  cheaper.  If  these  men  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  travelling  cheaply  to  and  from  the 
suburbs  they  would  take  advantage  of  it,  be- 
cause it  would  pay  them  to  do  so.  The  same 
thing  obtained  in  Melbourne,  where  there  were 
workmen's  trams,  which  ran  three  miles  out  of 
the  city,  between  six  and  eight  in  the  morning 
and  between  five  and  half -past  six  in  the  evening, 
for  the  small  sum  of  l}d.  Why  was  it  that  the 
landlords  of  Wellington  had  to  charge  high  rente  f 
It  was  not  on  account  of  the  houses  they  bad 
built  for  the  people.  Some  of  the  tenements 
were  miserable  places  that  cost  less  than  £50 
or  £60.  The  fact  was,  the  tenant  had  to  pay 
for  the  value  of  the  ground  on  which  the  house 
stood.  But  if  artisans  and  workmen  had  the 
chance  of  living  in  the  country  in  a  decent 
house,  placed  on  a  good-sized  piece  of  land, 
they  would  much  prefer  it,  if  tbey  could  get 
to  and  from  town  at  a  cheap  rate,  because, 
as  he  had  said  before,  it  would  pay  them. 
Consideration  would  show  that  the  effect 
of  cheap  transit  to  the  country  and  cheap 
rates  on  produce  coming  to  the  towns  would 
be  to  remove  all  factories  to  a  distance  of 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  the  centres.  If 
it  could  be  proved  to  a  manufacturer  that 
he  could  get  his  goods  into  the  country 
for  a  distance   of   fifty  miles,  and  get   the 
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manufaoiared  utiole  back  to  the  towns  at 
«  cheap  rate,  he  would  go  to  the  oonntry; 
because,  in  selecting  the  situation  of  his  work- 
shop, it  was  a  question  with  him  of  how  he 
•eould  get  to  it  hia  raw  material  cheaply,  and 
of  how  he  could  avoid  carrying  at  expense 
the  manufactured  article.  Because  of  the 
difficulties  in  getting  cheap  carriage  to 
the  country  the  manufacturer  was  led 
to  build  his  factory  in  or  near  the  cities. 
Another  object,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Vaile,  was  to 
secure  equal  treatment  to  all  users  of  the  rail- 
ways, and  to  place  their  beneficial  use  within 
the  reach  of  the  poorest  citizens.  The  present 
■system  was  one  known  as  the  differential  rating 
system ;  and  he  thought  it  only  right  that  he 
should  mention  a  few  facts  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  The  great  objection  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  stage  system  in  this  country 
And  in  others  had  come  from  experts.  He 
did  not  wish  to  insinuate  for  one  moment 
that  the  Cabinet  was  opposed  to  its  intro- 
duction, because  he  did  not  think  that  was 
so.  He  might  mention  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Oadmfui,  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  had 
moyed  a  motion  in  the  Railways  Oommittee 
that  Mr.  Vaile  should  be  heard ;  but  he  re- 
gretted to  say  the  majority  of  that  Committee 
voted  against  the  motion.  It  was  the  heads 
of  the  Railway  Department,  or  persons  who 
termed  themselves  experts.  A  learned  and 
witty  English  Judge  is  credited  with  having 
said  that  there  were  three  classes  of  witnesses 
he  plebced  no  reliance  upon — liars,  liars  with 
an  adjective  with  a  big  D,  and  experts.  Now, 
they  were  all  familiar  with  the  narrow  way  in 
which  the  majority  of  experts  regarded  matters 
brought  before  them.  Such  men  by  training 
were  only  able  to  look  at  questions  touching 
their  particular  business  from  their  own  stand- 
point,  and,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  a  very 
wrong  thing  for  an  outsider  to  have  an  opinion 
on  a  subject  they  considered  he  did  not  know 
anything  about.  But  Mr.  Vaile  knew  a  great 
deal  on  the  subject  of  railway  management. 
He  could  say  a  great  deal  more  in  support  of 
the  motion,  but  he  believed  he  had  said 
sufficient  to  justify  him  in  asking  the  Coun- 
cil to  support  the  motion  he  had  made — 
that  this  petition  should  be  referred  back  to  the 
Committee,  and  that  Mr.  Vaile  should  be  in- 
vited to  make  a  statement  before  the  Commit- 
tee, and  produce  such  evidence  in  support  of 
his  petition  as  he  thought  proper.  He  trusted 
a  sense  of  what  was  just  to  a  citizen,  and  to  a 
roan  who  had  devoted  a  great  deal  of  his  time 
and  attention,  and  who  had  no  other  object  in 
view  than  the  public  good,  would  induce  the 
Oonncil  to  extend  to  him  that  courtesy  which 
was  bis  due.  This  was  not  a  party  question, 
or  a  question  to  which  the  Government  of  the 
day  were  opposed.  To  show  such  was  the  case 
he  had  referred  to  the  motion  made  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Cadman  before  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Seddon,  in  the  Public  Works  Statement  in 
1892,  stated,— 

'*  The  returns  from  the  working  of  our  rail- 
ways do  not  show  at  all  a  satisfactory  condi- 


tion of  affairs,  and  the  representations  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Vaile,  of  Auckland,  as  to  the  working 
of  the  new  system,  indicate  that  at  no  distant 
date — possibly  on  the  expiry  of  the  Commis- 
sioners' term  of  office — it  might  be  as  well 
that  a  trial  of  this  system  should  be  made  on 
our  railways.*' 

What  he  wanted  to  impress  upon  the  Council 
was  that  this  was  not  at  all  a  party  question, 
and  not  at  all  a  question  which  came  outside 
the  scope  of  investigation  by  the  Council,  and 
he  hoped  the  motion  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  said,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  to  which  Mr.  Vaile's  petition 
was  referred,  he  should  like  to  say  a  few  words. 
First  of  all,  he  would  say  that,  after  the  moflt 
exhaustive  speech  they  had  just  heard  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  opposite  on  the 
subject,  he  did  not  think  Mr.  Vaile  or  the 
country  had  lost  anything  by  the  action  of  the 
Committee  in  regard  to  this  petition.  That 
speech  was  not  only  exhaustive,  but  full  of  very 
interesting  statistics,  and  it  was  now  quite 
unnecessary  that  the  Committee  should  do 
anything  further  in  the  matter.  He  felt  sure 
they  all  agreed  with  the  chief  points  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  epeeoh — namely,  re- 
garding the  effeoto  of  this  system  in  other 
countries ;  but  he  thought  the  main  thing  that 
brought  hesitancy  into  the  minds  of  people  was 
the  question  whether  in  a  sparsely  populated 
country  such  as  this  such  a  system  would  be 
satisfactory.  Statistics  would  show  that  the 
other  cities  referred  to  had  a  close  population 
in  them,  and  in  no  country  had  the  system  been 
tried  where  the  population  had  been  so  limited 
in  proportion  to  area  as  ours.  With  regard  to 
the  particular  form  which  the  report  took 
— namely,  that  it  was  a  question  of  policy — it 
might  not  be  wise  to  affirm  the  principle  that 
that  Council  should  not  go  into  the  policy 
measures;  but  he  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  particularly  unfortunate  when 
he  went  on  to  show  the  policy  measures  they 
had  dealt  with.  He  mentioned,  for  instance, 
the  Banking  Bill  and  the  Old-age  Pensions 
Bill.  But  these  policy  measures  had  been  re- 
mitted to  them  by  the  Administration  of  the 
country,  and  necessarily  it  was  their  duty  to 
consider  them.  With  regard  lib  this  matter  it 
was  not  so.  He  did  not  know  what  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  Committee  was,  but  for  his  part 
he  felt  that  the  Government,  looking  at  the 
circumstances  of  the  colony,  had  some  little 
hesitancy  in  going  into  a  large  question  such 
as  this;  and,  though  he  felt  some  sympathy 
with  that  view,  he  was  prepared  to  go  so  far  as 
to  give  Mr.  Vaile  a  hearing.  But,  as  to  taking 
evidence,  he  thought  the  Parliament  had  al- 
ready sufficient  evidence  before  it,  and  he  very 
much  questioned  whether  any  further  informa- 
tion would  have  been  elicited.  However,  as  to 
hearing  Mr.  Vaile,  the  Committee  thought  dif- 
ferently, and,  as  he  had  said,  he  felt  sure  they 
had  lost  nothing  by  the  Committee's  action 
after  hearing  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McCullough  that  afternoon.  He  did  not  much 
care,  himself,  how  the  motion  went,  though  he 
did  not  think  there  was  anything  to  be  gained 
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by  referring  the  petition  baok  to  the  Committee. 
They  would  only  hear  Mr.  Vaile,  and  probably 
only  go  over  the  same  ground  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
MoCullough  had  done  that  afternoon. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  thought  it 
was  only  right,  as  one  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee who  felt  that  the  Committee  was  not  called 
upon  to  go  into  the  subjeot-matter  of  this  peti- 
tion in  the  way  of  hearing  evidence,  to  say  a 
few  words  in  explanation  of  that  course.  It 
was  quite  true  that,  on  a  Committee  set  up  by 
another  place  to  deal  with  railways,  his  col- 
league the  Minister  for  Railwajrs  had  sup- 
ported the  proposal  that  Mr.  Vaile  should  be 
neard  on  this  matter.  But  that  was  a  Com- 
mittee of  a  very  different  chauracter.  The 
Committee  referred  to  in  this  motion  was  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee,  and,  with  all  due 
renpeot  to  it,  that  was  not  a  Committee  that 
could  in  any  shape  or  form  be  considered  an 
expert  Committee ;  and  this  was  essentially  an 
expert  subject.  He  remembered  very  well, 
because  it  was  his  fortune  to  sit  on  the 
Committee  of  1886,  and  any  one  could  see 
the  amount  of  labour  that  was  expended 
upon  the  subject  by  the  fact  that  the  evidence 
produced  over  eighty  pages,  and  the  Committee 
sat  for  ten  weeks,  he  thought,  upon  it.  Mr. 
Vaile  had  then  every  opportunity  of  submitting 
his  case  to  that  Committee  and  to  the  Parlia- 
ment of  the  country,  and  very  cleverly  he  had 
done  it.  Every  one  who  was  on  the  Committee 
felt  that  he  was  to  be  complimented  for  the 
industry  and  ability  he  displayed  in  conducting 
his  case  before  the  Committee  as  against  the 
railway  experts  —  because  he  agreed  to  some 
extent  with  what  his  honourable  friend  had 
said,  that  the  experts  were  mostly  conservative, 
and  liked  to  adhere  to  the  lines  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  consider  safe.  He  did  not  think 
the  position  had  at  all  altered  since  then.  The 
subject  was  not  a  difficult  one  to  understand. 
The  principles  of  it,  as  they  heard  that  after- 
noon, were  very  simple,  and  it  became  almost 
a  matter  of  pure  conviction  in  a  moral  sense 
whether  they  thought  the  system  should  be 
tried  or  not.  Mr.  Vaile  had  already  exhibited 
his  system  and  explained  the  advantages  he 
claimed  for  it,  and  it  would  be  absolutely  a 
waste  of  time  to  have  another  Committee  take 
down  the  evidence  at  great  cost — and  not  only 
at  the  cost  of  the  time  of  the  Committee,  but 
at  the  cost  of  the  time  of  vsJuable  officers, 
because  the  Committee  could  not  sit  without 
the  attendance  of  two  or  three  officials  who 
were  specialists  in  the  Railway  Department. 
He  contended  there  was  no  necessity  for  this 
to  be  done,  because  the  country  was  in  a 
position  now  to  say  whether  it  wanted  Mr. 
Vaile*s  Bystem  or  not.  Those  who  believed  in 
it  ought  to  do  all  they  could  to  vindicate  it, 
and  press  it  upon  Parliament,  and  those 
who  were  not  converted  to  it  at  the  present 
time,  he  maintained,  would  not  be  converted 
by  the  report  of  any  Select  Committee  that 
might  take  evidence.  Of  couise,  as  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bolt  had  said,  Mr.  Vaile  might  have 
been  allowed  to  present  his  case  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  was  at  all 
Bon.  Mr.  BoU 


what  Mr.  Vaile  wanted.  So  far  as  he  ooald 
gather,  what  Mr.  Vaile  wanted  was  a  report 
that  would  be  worthy  of  the  subject;  ana  ha 
did  not  think  they  would  get  that  without 
investigation — without  the  Committee  sitting 
for  many  days  constantly  and  taking  down 
evidence  in  shorthand.  Although  he  regretted 
anything  that  might  seem  .discourteous,  or 
anything  that  might  seem  to  depreciate  the 
energy,  the  enterprise,  and  industry  of  Mr. 
Vaile  on  the  subject,  he  did  not  think  the 
Council  would  be  justified  in  asking  the  Peti- 
tions Committee  to  take  evidence  on  the 
subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PINKERTON  rose  to  move, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  motion,  Thai  th^ 
debaU  be  a4iotimed.  He  did  so  because  a^ 
surprise  had  been  sprung  on  the  CoanciL 
This  debate  should  not  have  come  on  until 
Tuesday  next,  according  to  the  notice  given» 
and  many  members  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  looking  up  evidence  or  statements- 
they  might  wish  to  see.  He,  as  a  member  of 
the  Council,  must  protest  against  surprises 
being  made,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  the- 
debate  be  adjourned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  that  be- 
fore  the  amendment  was  carried  it  would  be 
just  as  well,  while  the  matter  was  fresh  in  their 
minds,  to  refer  to  some  of  the  pointe  so  fully 
set  forth  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who- 
moved  the  resolution.  He  therefore  would 
take  the  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words. 
Mr.  Vaile  had  been  good  enough  to  oall  upon 
him  and  to  remind  him  of  what  had  taken 
place  in  1886,  and  to  draw  his  attention  to- 
many  of  the  statements  that  had  been  so 
fully  referred  to  by  his  honourable  friend  in- 
moving  the  motion,  and  also  by  the  Minister 
of  Education.  The  mover  of  the  resolution 
had  practically  picked  out  all  the  leading 
features  and  the  main  points  in  the  pamphlets- 
which  Mr.  Vaile  had  circulated  recently.  So 
far  as  he  could  see— and  he  had  studied  the 
matter  very  closely  for  many  years— in  fact,  ever 
since  Mr.  Vaile  first  proposed  his  scheme— the 
only  new  facts  that  had  been  brought  forward 
were  comprised  in  the  statements  referring  to 
the  different  countries  in  which  this  system  had 
been  tried ;  and  from  that  list  one  country  had 
been  omitted  which  was  much  necurer  to  us — ^that 
was,  Queensland.  There  they  woiild  not  con- 
sent to  lower  the  fares  for  short  distances,  but» 
with  a  view  to  opening  the  country,  and  giving 
the  farmers  an  opportunity  of  getting  their 
produce  to  market,  tney  kept  the  ordinary  rates 
for  fifty  miles — he  was  speaking  from  memory, 
and  without  the  actual  facts  before  him — and 
after  that  they  did  not  increase  the  charge  for 
the  conveyance  of  their  goods,  no  matter  how 
far  the  farmers  went  inland.  Of  course,  this 
change  was  proposed  with  a  view  of  encourag- 
ing the  settlement  of  the  country ;  but  it  was 
doubtful  whether  it  had  fulfilled  its  purpose  at 
all  so  far.  In  the  statement  made  by  the 
mover  of  the  motion  he  had  omitted  one 
serious  point,  and  that  was  the  oost  of 
carrying  all  these  people;  nor  had  he  shown 
them  what  the  difference  in  the  cost  was  of 
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working  the  railways  under  the  present  pro- 
posed systems.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say 
lor  a  moment  that  the  oost  woald  be  propor- 
tionately increased,  but  there  would  be  a 
Tery  large  increase,  no  doubt.  The  honourable 
gentleman  in  commencing  his  speech  referred 
to  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Vaile  as  a  matter  of 
policy ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  not  only  a 
matter  of  policy,  but  more  a  matter  of  admi- 
nistration, and  since  he  (Mr.  McOullough)  had 
stated  that  the  Minister  for  Railways  was  to 
a  certain  extent  favourable  to  these  proposals, 
and  also  that  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  was 
favourable,  they  might  have  given  this  matter 
a  trial. 

An  Hon.  Mjbhbbb.— That  was  in  1892. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIOHABDSON  said,  if  the 
Premier  and  the  Minister  for  Railways  had 
considered  the  matter  in  1892,  surely  they 
had  had  time  to  convince  themselves  since  one 
way  or  the  other,  and  if  they  had  been  con- 
▼inced  that  this  was  going  to  be  such  a  wonder- 
ful matter  for  the  prosperity  of  the  country  it 
would  have  been  their  duty  long  before  now  to 
have  put  the  matter  into  practice,  which,  he 
took  it,  they  bad  power  to  do  at  any  moment 
without  going  to  Parliament  for  authority. 
He  did  not  want  to  go  into  the  question  of 
she  proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
1886.  It  fell  to  his  lot,  too,  as  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  to  set  up  this  Committee ;  and 
honourable  members  had  heard  the  names 
read,  and  he  might  say  it  was  probably  one  of 
the  strongest  Committees  that  had  ever  been 
appointed  by  Parliament.  That  Committee 
had  sat  and  taken  a  large  amount  of  evidence, 
and  had  given  their  report,  which  had  already 
been  referred  to.  The  difference  regarding 
this  proposal  of  Mr.  Vaile  in  the  position 
now  and  then  was  a  matter  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  made  a  good  deal  of, 
and  he  referred  to  the  four  ooVmtries  in  Europe 
that  had  tried  the  system,  and  he  had  laid 
very  great  stress  on  the  case  of  Switzerland. 
He  thought,  however,  that  it  would  be  found, 
on  looking  into  the  matter,  that  it  had  been 
done  by  Switzerland  simply  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  tourist  traffic  and  that  its  introduc- 
tion had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  local 
tariff.  It  was  quite  true  that  any  traveller  in 
the  country  could  get  a  very  cheap  monthly 
ticket ;  but  it  had  been  estimated  that  some- 
thing like  a  million  tourists  visited  Switzer- 
land every  year,  and  it  was  to  encourage  this 
traffic  that  the  cheap  tickets  were  issued. 
But  this  was  not  in  any  way  the  carrying- 
out  of  Mr.  Vaile *8  proposal.  With  regard 
to  Bussia,  as  far  as  he  was  aware,  the 
system  there  had  only  been  put  into  force 
where  the  lines  had  been  extended  into  very 
sparsely  settled  districts.  They  had  such  an 
enormous  territory  in  Bussia  that  they  had  to 
try  every  inducement  to  get  the  people  to  go 
into  the  out-districts,  and  it  was  necessary  and 
essential  to  the  growth  of  the  empire.  In 
Bussia  the  fares  had  also  been  kept  down  at 
the  original  rates  up  to  distances  of  two 
hundred  miles  and  upwards,  and  the  reduction 
on  a  system  somewhat  similar  to  Mr.  Vaile's 


had  been  applied.  An  honourable  gentleman 
had  reminded  him  that  they  had  no  sta> 
tistics  as  to  the  population  in  the  different 
places  the  honourable  the  mover  of  the  re- 
solution had  mentioned.  This  was  quite  true ; 
and,  really,  when  one  heard  him  talk  of  the 
little  places  referred  to  on  the  Auckland  line 
being  turned  into  cities  by  the  introduction  of 
this  system,  the  argument  was  too  absurd  t» 
deal  with.  Where  was  the  population  ?  Sup- 
posing the  whole  of  the*  population  in  the 
Auckland  District  were  put  on  to  this  line,  did 
they  think  the^  would  even  then  make  small 
cities  of  these  little  places  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.  —  Tradinj^ 
centres. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BICHABDSON  did  not  think 
there  was  the  slightest  chance  of  their  becom- 
ing even  small  cities  or  trading  centres.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  given  the  Council  a- 
pretty  good  idea  of  what  the  Committee  would 
have  to  go  through  if  this  question  were  referred 
back  to  them.  If  they  had  not  already,  througb 
the  Committee  of  1886,  gone  very  fully  into 
the  matter  there  might  be  some  excuse  for  re- 
opening it,  but,  as  the  honoarable  member  had 
now  gone  into  it  so  very  exhaustively,  it  would 
be  wasting  time  to  reopen  it  and  refer  it  to  a 
Committee  of  this  Council. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  debate  nega» 
tived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  SMITH  said  thatasthe^ 
debate  had  not  been  adjourned  he  would  like 
to  say  that  the  long  speech  made  by  the  mover 
of  the  resolution  showed  that  it  was  absolutely 
unnecessary  to  refer  the  petition  back  to  the 
Committee.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
given  the  Council  the  one  side  of  the  question, 
and  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  learned. 
But  he  had  forgot  to  mention  this  fact :  that 
the  question  had  been  before  a  Committee  of 
the  other  House,  and  that  that  Committee 
spent  an  enormous  amount  of  time  in  going 
into  the  question  fully.  The  Government  of 
the  day  knew  all  about  the  question,  and  before 
the  petition  came  to  the  Council  it  had  been 
presented  to  the  other  House,  which  referred  it 
to  a  special  Committee — the  Railways  Com- 
mittee. That  Committee  refused  this  session 
to  go  into  the  question  at  all.  They  knew  what 
a  big  matter  it  was  by  past  experience,  and 
they  knew  that  it  would  take  away  the  of^cers* 
of  the  department  for  the  best  part  of  the 
session,  at  a  time  when  their  services  were 
ver^  fully  occupied ;  it  would  also  keep  Mr. 
Vaile  away  from  home  for  a  long  time,  and 
they  did  not  anticipate  that  anything  would 
come  of  it.  Now,  as  the  other  House  would 
not  go  into  the  matter,  Mr.  Vaile  had  come  to 
the  Council,  and  the  result  would  be  that  they 
would  be  actually  wasting  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Vaile,  and  the  officers  of  the  Bail- 
way  Department  if  they  referred  the  report 
back,  because,  no  matter  what  conclusion  the 
Committee  came  to,  it  resolved  itaelf  into  a 

auestion  of  finance.  All  the  Committee  could 
o  was  to  recommend  it  to  the  Government, 
and  the  Government  knew  all  about  the  matter 
already.      He  hoped  the  Council  would  not^ 
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waste  the  time  of  the  Committee  or  of  other 
people  by  carrying  this  resolution  to  send  the 
report  back  to  the  Committee. 

The  CouDoil  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
Ihe  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee." 

-Ayes,  8. 
Arkwright  McCullough       Swanson 

Harris  Beynolds  Williams. 

Jennings  Shrimski 


Noes,  26. 

Baillid 

Jones 

Bigg 

Bamicoat 

Kelly,  T. 

Scotland 

Bolt 

Kelly.  W. 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Bonar 

McLean 

Stevens 

Bowen 

Montgomery 

Tomoana 

Feldwick 

Oliver 

Twomey 

Grace 

Ormond 

Walker,  L. 

Jenkinson 

Pinkerton 

Walker,  W.  0, 

Johnston 

Bichardson 

Majority  against,  18. 
Motion  negatived. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND  AND    BANK- 
ING BILL. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr^  JONES.— Sir,  I  am  amongst 
those  who  have  expressed  regret  that  this 
matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Council 
once  more  ;  still,  it  is  not  with  things  as  they 
might  be,  but  with  things  as  they  are,  that  we 
have  to  deal,  and  the  present  position  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  seems  to  me  to  demand 
that  something  should  be  done  to  improve  it. 
The  proposals  of  the  measure  under  discussion 
are  in  the  main  similar  to  those  of  the  measure 
that  was  rejected  by  this  Council  in  1896,  upon 
which  there  was  a  dispute  that  cost  the  life  of 
the  Bill.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  main  por- 
tion of  the  Bill— the  very  crux  of  the  matter — 
is  the  provision  that  deals  with  Mr.  Watson 
and  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of  Directors. 
There  can  be  no  question,  I  think,  that  Mr. 
Watson  has  proved  himself  to  be  quite  unfit 
for  his  position.  Whatever  we  may  think 
of  the  office  itself,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
officer,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  has  acted  in  an 
indiscreet  and  injudicious  manner  on  several 
occasions.  He  was  placed  in  the  position  of 
President  of  the  bank,  and  given  a  munificent 
ealary — a  salar}%  indeed,  that  staggered  the 
people  of  the  colony  when  it  was  mentioned  to 
them — in  order  that  the  colony's  interests  in 
the  bank  might  be,  without  any  doubt,  safe- 
guarded. And  what  does  Mr.  Watson  do  ?  One 
thing  he  did,  apparently,  was  to  cast  in  his  lot 
with  the  shareholders.  Another  thing  he  did 
was  to  use  the  Information  which  he  got  in  his 
position  as  President  of  the  bank  in  order  to 
acquire  shares  in  Sharland's  Company.  If  I 
am  wrong  in  making  these  accusations  I  hope 
-some  honourable  member  will  correct  me,  but 
the  accusations  have  been  made  publicly,  and 
I  have  not  as  yet  seen  any  denial  of  them. 
Another  thing  be  did  was  the  sanctioning  of 
the  proposals  for  exorbitant  expenditure  in 
bank  buildings.  Then,  at  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  shareholders  of  the  bank,  when  a  vote  of 
Eon.  Mr,  W.  C.  Smith 


thanks  was  proposed  to  the  President,  he  re* 
plied,— 

**  He  was  sure  it  mast  be  gratifying  to  th« 
officers  to  know  that,  whatever  might  be  said 
about  them  elsewhere,  their  own  shareholders, 
who  ought  to  know  them  best,  said  suoh  kind 
things  of  them." 

Sir,  the  same  *'  kind  things  "  were  said  in  tb« 
old  days  of  the  bank's  management.  These 
votes  of  thanks  were  stereotyped  affairs.  Every- 
body thanked  everybody  aU  round,  and  every- 
thing went  on  as  merry  as  marriage-bells.  We 
know  now  that  during  the  whole  of  this  time 
dividends  were  being  paid  out  of  capital,  and 
that  the  values  of  vuious  properties  which  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  bank,  or  which  were 
mortgaged  to  the  bank,  were  cooked ;  that  the 
balanoe-sheets  were  very  much  of  the  same 
nature ;  and  that  some  of  the  directors  —  all 
honourable  men— were  actually  dipping  their 
hands  into  the  coffers  of  the  institution.  We 
know  now  that  it  was  all  this  policy  of  gross 
mismanagement,  glamoured  by  a  yearly  divi- 
dend of  a  very  magnificent  character — up  to  17 
per  cent,  sometimes,  I  believe — that  produced 
disaster  to  the  bank,  arrested  the  progress  of 
the  colony  to  a  very  great  extent,  ruined  a 
large  number  of  shareholders,  and  necessi- 
tated the  colony  coming  to  the  bank's  as- 
sistance, in  order  to  prevent  still  greater 
disaster,  to  the  extent  of  several  millions  of 
money.  Then,  Mr.  Watson  said  at  the  meet- 
ing that  there  were  several  men  at  out-stations 
who  were  receiving  from  £200  to  £250  a  year 
of  salary  who,  if  they  had  been  elsewhere, 
would  have  been  receiving  from  £750  to  £1,000 
a  year.  I  take  it  that  these  are  not  judicious 
things  to  be  said  by  a  man  who  is  placed  in 
Mr.  Watson's  position,  and  who  is  getting  so 
much- money  himself  that  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible for  the  bank  to  be  liberal  with  those 
who  have  to  do  the  hard  work.  I  contend.  Sir, 
that  Mr.  Watson  acted  traitorously  to  the 
colony  and  to  his  employers  in  these  matters. 
Then,  there  is  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Butt  as 
Acting- Manager  at  a  salary  of  £1,250  per  an- 
num. I  do  not  know  who  appointed  him,  bat 
it  was  not  the  Government.  The  appointment 
was,  I  believe,  made  by  the  directors,  and  Mr. 
Watson  had  the  power  of  veto  if  he  had  liked 
to  exercise  it.  I  am  quite  aware  that  Mr. 
Watson  has  been  placed  in  a  very  awkward 
position.  He  has  been  obliged  to  consort  with 
the  directors  of  the  bank,  and  his  relations 
have  been  of  such  a  character  that  it  would 
have  been  very  difficult  for  him  at  any  time  to 
say,  **  Well,  if  you  intend  to  pass  that  I  will 
put  my  veto  on  it."  It  would  have  looked  very 
like  arbitrary  conduct,  and  I  do  not  see  how 
any  man  could  occupy  the  position  he  held,  and 
have  close  relations  with  the  directors,  and  yet 
exercise  the  autocratic  power  of  veto.  I  under- 
stand, too,  that  Mr.  Butt  was  promised  his 
position  if  he  would  resign  the  auditorahip  of 
the  bank.  Mr.  Butt  is  nearing  his  pension 
period,  and  everything,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
being  made  snug  for  him,  as  it  was  made 
snug  for  other  old  officers  of  the  instita- 
tion  in  view  of   that  period.     He  will  pre- 
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seatiy,  I  onderstandi  be  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion of  £350  ft  year.  Then,  Sir,  Mr.  Watson, 
at  the  meeting  whioh  was  held  the  other  day, 
told  the  shareholders  that  his  sympathies  were 
with  them  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  that  he 
should  like  to  see  more  consideration  shown  to 
them  than  they  had  received  of  late  in  Parlia- 
ment. He  thought  the  outlook  rather  bright. 
Borne  time  ago  he  had  purchased  some  shares 
himself,  and  he  thought  it  might  turn  out  all 
right  still— meaning,  apparently,  that  his  em- 
ployers were  treating  the  shareholders  very  un- 
f ai  rly  in  not  allowing  them  to  declcure  a  dividend ; 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  at  the  time  Sir. 
Watson  bought  the  shares  he  had  ascertained 
that  the  legislation  of  1895  did  not  make  any 
effootual  provision  for  the  writing-down  of  the 
values  of  the  Colonial  Bank  buildings  and  other 
properties,  and  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
quite  within  the  power  of  the  directors  to  declare 
a  dividend,  and  that  he  was,  therefore,  all  the 
safer  in  purchasing  the  shares  as  an  investment. 
Then  there  is  Mr.  Watson's  circular.  Now, 
what  shall  one  say  about  that  oircular—a  cir- 
cular issued  by  a  man  occupying  a  position  so 
high  as  that  which  Mr.  Watson  occupies  in  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  ?  In  that  circular  there 
can  be  no  question  that  Mr.  Watson  simply 
said  to  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand, 
**  Money  or  your  life  I  "  In  fact,  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  the  circular  did  not  somewhat  influ- 
ence the  legislation  that  has  already  taken 
place.  If  nothing  else  had  proclaimed  Mr. 
Watson's  unfitness  for  the  position,  this  circular 
alone  would  have  done  so  most  effectually. 
Theu,  again,  it  might  not  be  generally  known 
that  there  are  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
twelve  officers  at  the  present  time  who  receive 
£15,000  a  year.  Now,  with  Mr.  Watson's 
power  of  organization  and  management,  with 
all  his  grand  financial  attributes,  with  his 
talents,  and  the  experience  he  has  had  in 
Oriental  countries,  with  the  experience  he  has 
had — ^may  I  not  say  ? — in  the  Colonial  Bank, 
surely  he  can  concert  some  means  of  manag- 
ing the  bank  on  more  economical  lines.  The 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  has  virtually  no  capital 
of  its  own.  The  money  with  which  it  is  now 
being  worked,  as  every  one  knows,  has  been 
provided  by  the  country;  and  it  behoved  Mr. 
Watson,  who  was  put  in  his  position  for  that 
purpose,  to  see  that  everything  was  kept  snug, 
that  everjFihing  was  worked  on  an  economical 
scale,  and  that  as  much  net  profit  as  possible 
was  made  by  the  institution.  But  everything 
is  carried  on  with  Oriental  magnificence.  Mr. 
Watson  and  his  Oriental  associates  were 
brought  up  in  a  bad  school.  These  Oriental 
■tars  came  dancing  from  the  East,  but  their 
light  paled  in  an  atmosphere  which  was  not 
oonducive  to  their  peculiar  brilliance.  Mr. 
Mackenzie  has  gone,  Mr.  Watson  is  going,  and 
let  us  hope  that  a  better  set  of  men  will  take 
their  places.    There  is  plenty  of  room  for  im- 

grovement.  I  am  perfectly  sure,  from  what  I 
ave  heard  expressed  in  regard  to  Mr.  Wat- 
son and  his  conduct,  that  if  the  Colonial 
Bank  disclosures  had  been  made  prior  to  Mr. 
Watson's  appointment  that  gentleman  would 


never  have  been  an  officer  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  Then  there  is  the  pension  fund, 
about  which  I  have  already  said  something.. 
It  may  be  said  that  this  fund  has  nothing  to 
do  with  Mr.  Watson,  but  lately  the  question  of 
its  position  and  as  to  what  should  be  done  with 
it  to  place  it  upon  a  basis  fair  and -reasonable 
was  brought  forward,  and  Mr.  Watson  then  had  • 
an  opportunity  of  doing  what  was  just  under 
the  oircumstanoes,  because  with  his  power  of 
veto  he  could  surely  have  influenced  some* 
better  arrangement  in  the  interests  of  those 
who  are  contributing  to  that  fund  so  largely. . 
But  what  is  the  position  even  now?  Mr.. 
Murray  paid  into  that  fund  only  £dOO,  and 
what  do  honourable  gentlemen  think  he 
draws  ?  He  drew  £600  a  year  until  recently, 
and  then,  because  the  fact  was  established  by 
experts  that  the  fund  would  not  stand  the 
strain  that  was  being  put  upon  it,  his  pension, 
was  reduced  to  £500  a  year,  this  gentleman 
having  paid — I  am  quoting  from  the  records — 
no  more  than  £800  into  the  fund,  and  whilst 
this  gentleman's  was  reduced  from  £600  to 
£500,  the  pensions  of  some  others  who  com- 
plained, and  who  had  very  just  grounds  for 
complaint,  were  reduced  by  40  per  cent.  Then 
there  are  Messrs.  Murray  and  Lark  worthy  and 
others  who  are  receiving  pensions  on  the  sama 
grand  scale — pensions  from  a  fund  towards 
which  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  itself  contri- 
buted only  £25,000  as  a  nucleus,  and  towards 
which  the  young  officers  of  the  institution, 
have  to  pay  continually;  and  I  question  very 
much  whether  they  will  ever  get  a  penny  out 
of  it.  That  is  their  own  feeling  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  Now  I  am  going  to  deal  for  a  short  time 
with  some  of  the  utterances  which  fell  from, 
the  honourable  gentleman  opposite.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Ormond  stated  that  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced on  the  ground  that  there  was  extrava- 
gance and  mismanagement,  and  so  forth,  in 
regard  to  the  bank,  but  he  said  the  charges  of 
extravagance  were  not  sustained.  I  thinks 
Sir,  I  have  already  shown  that  there  has  been 
gross  extravagance,  and  that  if  one  of  the 
clients  of  the  bank  had  proposed  to  do  what 
the  bank  itself  had  done  the  bank  would  have 
said,  "  We  will  not  allow  you  to  do  it."  If  any 
of  the  clients  of  the  bank  had  proposed  to 
launch  out  with  borrowed  money  in  the  way 
in  which  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  has  done 
the  bank  would  have  put  its  foot  down  at  once 
and  said,  **  We  will  not  encourage  you  to 
do  anything  of  this  sort.  It  is  injudicious 
and  indiscreet,  and  would  bring  disaster  on 
your  business  and  loss  to  the  bank."  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  said — and  I  quite 
expected  him  to  say  it  — that  the  Govern- 
ment were  answerable  for  the  original  guaran- 
tee. It  was  the  Parliament  of  the  country 
that  was  answerable  for  the  original  guarantee. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  honourable  members  to 
say  that  they  were  misled  by  the  Government ; 
but  if  it  was  right  for  them  to  take  the  word  of 
the  Government,  was  it  not  right  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  Mr.  Murray's  word?  If 
there  were  faults  at  all,  there  were  faults  on 
both   sides.     Mr.   Murray  up  to  that  perioot 
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was  deemed  to  be  a  gentleman  of  honour, 
^boee  word  was  to  be  taken.  We  may  have 
discoYored  that  he  was  not  all  he  appeared 
-to  be,  bat  we  have  only  discovered  it  now, 
«nd  it  is  very  easy  indeed  to  be  wise  after 
the  fact.  And,  now,  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  that,  although  he  quite  agreed 
that  Mr.  Watson  ought  to  go,  he  ought  not  to  be 
got  rid  of  by  legislation.  I  have  made  inquiries 
about  this  matter.  It  struok  me  at  the  time 
that  if  he  was  put  into  his  position  by  legis- 
lation, by  legislation  he  must  be  put  out  of  it, 
«nd  I  find  that  that  is  really  the  fact,  and  that 
Mr.  Watson  can  only  be  got  rid  of  by  the 
legislation  which  is  now  brought  before  this 
Chamber.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
eaid  that  in  abolishing  the  office  of  President 
we  should  abolish  the  only  safeguard  the  colony 
has ;  but  surely  if  one  man  can  be  trusted  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  the  colony  four  men 
<oan  be  trusted  much  better  to  perform  that 
service.  I  cannot  understand  the  arguments 
•of  some  honourable  gentlemen  on  this  point. 
I  would  rather  trust  four  men  from  various 
parts  of  the  colony  than  I  would  trust  one 
man,  because  they  are  a  check  upon  one 
another.  One  man  may  be  corrupted,  but 
you  will  hardly  get  several  men  who  will 
unanimously  go  wrong,  and  that  is  why  I 
shall  most  certainly  support  the  idea  which 
is  set  forth  in  the  Bill,  that  there  shall  be 
four  directors  acting  on  behalf  of  the  colony, 
«nd  that  from  these  directors  the  chairman 
shall  be  selected.  The  suggestion  made  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  Audi  tor  General 
should  do  the  work  would  simply,  I  think, 
have  the  efiect  of  inducing  the  colony  to  rest 
upon  a  rotten  reed.  I  believe  the  colony  would 
be  under  the  impression  that  its  interests  in 
relation  to  the  bank  would  be  looked  after,  when 
it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  the  Auditor- 
General  to  do  his  duty  in  regard  to  supervising 
the  operations  of  the  institution.  It  would 
not  do,  I  take  it,  for  the  Auditor- General  or 
any  auditor  to  go  perfunctorily  through  the 
accounts.  Every  item  must  be  examined, 
and  everything  done  in  a  thorough  manner, 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  think  it  would 
be  utterly  impossible  for  the  Auditor-General 
to  do  the  work  in  conjunction  with  the 
work  he  has  at  present.  Then,  it  was  said 
the  directors  ought  not  to  be  taken  from 
various  parts  of  the  colony,  and  that  it  would 
be  unwieldy  to  have  six  directors.  How  many 
directors  have  banks  ordinarily  ?  This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  ever  heard  the  objection  made 
that  where  the  number  of  bank  directors  is  six 
the  board  Is  unwieldy.  I  think,  however,  the 
honourable  gentleman  made  a  more  grave  error 
when  he  said  that  local  men  should  have  the 
administration  of  the  bank.  Now  I  come  to 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace.  He  very 
rightly  said  that  the  cause  of  the  bank's  origi- 
nal trouble  was  its  possession  of  Government 
capital.  But  that  was  only  one  cause.  He 
also  said  that  the  directors,  if  they  did  not 
loan  out  the  money,  were  blamed  for  not 
doing  so.  That  is  all  very  true,  and  every- 
body knows,  I  think,  that  the  bank  authori- 
Eon,  Mr.  Jones 


ties  ran  after  people  in  the  street  with  mooey 
when  a  plethora  of  loan-moneys  were  deposited 
with  them  and  begged  of  them  to  take  it.  It 
was  necessary,  of  course,  that  the  bank  should 
make  the  money  remunerative,  and  the  diree- 
tois,  in  their  eagerness  to  get  rid  of  it,  scat- 
tered it  broadcast.  Anybody  who  wanted 
money,  it  appears  to  me,  could  get  it  for  the 
mere  asking,  and  they  did  not  even  have  to  sik 
sometimes — it  was  thrust  upon  them.  The 
trouble  was  not  consequent,  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  upon  the  administration  being 
in  Auckland.  But  that  is  just  what  caused  ail 
the  trouble.  The  local  administration  led  to 
all  sorts  of  corruption.  The  directors  were 
"Hail  fellow,  well  met,"  and  they  seemed  to 
view  the  bank  as  fair  prey  which  th^y  might 
use  at  their  own  direction. 

An  Hon.  Mekbsb. — Where  are  they  now  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.— I  do  not  know  when 
they  are  now,  but  they  ought  to  be  in  gaol.  If 
the  colony's  bank  account  had  been  divided,  u 
it  ought  to  have  been,  amongst  the  varioas 
banks  of  the  colony,  this  trouble  would  never 
have  occurred.  That  is  my  opinion  with  regard 
to  that  phase  of  the  question.  Now,  Sir,  in 
conclusion,  I  just  want  to  express  the  opinion 
that  Mr.  Watson  should  not  be  offered  anything 
whatever  by  way  of  compensation.  He  should 
be  given  his  legitimate  remedy  in  the  courts  of 
law.  Of  course,  when  Mr.  Watson  goes  out  the 
directors — his  present  associates — go  out  too, 
and  new  ones  will  come  in,  though  it  is  pos- 
sible that  some  of  the  old  directors  may  be 
put  in  again.  I  do  not  know  how  that  will 
be ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the  directorate  will 
be  reorganised,  and  they  should  have  tht 
option  of  setting  up  the  defence  that  Hr. 
Watson  was  not  fit  for  his  position.  In 
relation  to  that  matter,  I  will  just  read  a 
clause  which  I  intend  to  submit  in  Committee. 
It  is,  that  subsection  (a)  be  omitted,  and  that 
this  be  an  addendum  to  subsection  (d)  :— 

*'  And  every  defence  which  would  have  been 
open  to  Her  Majesty,  if  she  could  have  been 
sued,  shall  be  open  to  the  bank,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, the  bank  shall  not  be  estopped  from  setthig 
up  any  charges  of  misconduct  that  might  have 
been  an  answer  to  a  dismissal  on  the  ground 
that  the  dismissal  was  not  consequent  on  soeh 
mieconduot.*' 

That,  Sir,  is  what  I  believe  to  be  necessary  in 
order  to  make  the  position  of  the  colony  qoite 
clear  and  safe  in  regard  to  Mr.  Watson,  and 
that  is  what  I  intend  to  move. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Sir,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  last  spoke  acted,  I  think, 
rather  unjustly  towards  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond. 
Speaking  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  the 
investigation  made  by  the  Select  Committee 
into  the  affairs  of  the  bank — to  which  Com- 
mittee I  had  the  honour  of  belonging— I  oan 
repeat  here  what  I  said  on  the  occasion  when 
the  report  was  brought  up.  There  was  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  who  did  not  do  his  dotf 
thoroughly,  and  I  sav  that  no  more  searohing 
inquiry  was  made  by  any  member  of  that 
Conmiittee  than  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  and 
if  he  failed  in  obtaining  the  information  whioh 
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we  were  seeking — if  either  he  or  the  Com- 
mittee failed  in  obtaining  that  information 
— we  were  not  responsible  for  the  failure. 
We  were  balked  in  every  step  we  took; 
•evidence  was  refased  to  be  given ;  things 
were  considered  to  be  secret  matters  of  the 
iMunk  only ;  and  other  exoases  were  made  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  evidence  being  brought 
forward.  Sir,  I  could  never  see  or  understand 
why  Mr.  Watson  was  appointed  to  his  present 
position.  Was  i1^ because  he  had  any  ability — 
4hny  great  financial  ability — that  he  was  made 
President  of  the  bank  ?  Because,  if  I  might 
be  allowed  to  refer  back,  I  might  mention  that 
he  was  connected  with  the  Oriental  Bank,  which 
proved  a  failure,  and  he  was  also  connected  with 
the  Colonial  Bank,  which  also  failed.  Was 
it,  then,  on  account  of  any  great  financial 
ability  he  possessed  that  the  Government  were 
justified  in  forcing  him  upon  the  bank  at  such 
«  high  salai^  ?  There  must  have  been  some- 
thing behind  it  all  that  this  Council  is  not  aware 
of,  and  the  secret  must  be  left  locked  up  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Ministry  for  the  time  being.  They 
knew  all  the  particulars,  and  were  responsible, 
and  not  the  Committee.  I  repeat  that  the 
Ministry  forced  Mr.  Watson  into  the  position 
he  now  occupies,  and  against  the  will  of  the 
•colony,  for  the  appointment  was  made  by  the 
C^ovemment,  and  not  by  the  people  or  the  share- 
holders of  the  bank.  I  never  was  enamoured  of 
Hr.  Watson ;  but  still,  at  the  same  time,  as  far 
4U  his  dismissal  from  the  service  of  the  bank 
is  coDoerned,  I  wish  to  be  just  to  all  man- 
kind, and,  with  all  my  prejudices  against  the 
man,  I  would  like  to  know  what  is  the  reason 
which  prompts  the  Government  in  this  mat- 
ter. I  have  been  trying  to  find  out,  but 
I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  any  rea- 
eon  for  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
bringing  about  his  dismissal.  Sir,  the  man 
was  plaioed  in  his  position  as  President  of  the 
bank  at  a  very  high  salary— £2,260  a  year— 
and  on  his  dismissal  he  is  to  receive  two  years' 
•alary— that  is,  £4,500.  Now,  I  look  upon  Mr. 
Watson  as  a  member  of  the  Civil  Service,  and 
it  is  provided  that  any  one  who  has  entered 
the  Civil  Service  since  1884  shall  only  be 
entitled  to  compensation  at  the  rate  of  one 
month's  pay  for  every  year  of  service.  I  think, 
therefore,  we  ought  to  pay  Mr.  Watson  a 
month's  salary  for  every  year  he  has  been  in 
the  bank,  and  that  should  be  sufficient.  We 
have  heard  a  lot  about  the  necessity  for  protect- 
ing the  interests  of  the  bank's  shareholders, 
who,  unfortunately  for  them,  have  suffered  great 
losses.  Many  widows  and  orphans  have  been 
brought  to  the  poiut  of  starvation  through  the 
failure  of  the  bank,  and  we  have  to  study  these 
matters,  and  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Watson 
is  entitled   to  £4,500.     Sir,  originally  it  was 

grovided  that  a  sum  of  £2,250  should  be  offered 
[r.  Watson  for  loss  of  office ;  but  to  this  he 
demurred,  and  he  sent  out  a  circular  which 
seemed  to  me  to  influence  members.  They 
feared  some  disclosures;  and  the  result  was 
that  one  member  of  the  Government  party 
moved  an  amendment  that  Mr.  Watson  should 
he  paid  another  £2,250.    It  seems  to  me  that 


Mr.  Watson  is  willing  to  sacrifice  his  reputation 
for  the  sake  of  £2,250;  and,  if  that  is  his 
character— as  I  said  before,  I  never  did  think 
much  of  him— if  he  is  willing  to  take  £2,250  in 
order  not  to  disclose  anything  he  knows  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  the  colony  and  the  position 
he  occupied — the  sooner  he  is  out  of  the  colony 
the  better.  On  the  other  hand,  as  I  said  before, 
until  I  know  that  Mr.  Watson  will  disclose  the 
position  as  he  knows  it  I  shall  certainly  not 
assist  him  in  getting  the  amount  of  money  that 
the  Bill  provides  for.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  I  do  not  see 
why  four  directors  representing  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  required,  and  two  representing 
the  shareholders.  I  entirely  fail  to  see  why 
we  should  have  six  directors  to  manage  the 
bank.  If  we  take  the  Bank  of  New  South 
Wales  we  find  that  for  many  years  it  was  ur  dex 
the  management  of  one  individual  in  this 
colony — the  late  Mr.  Rhind;  and  in  the  case 
of  the  National  Bank  of  New  Zealand  one 
gentleman  manages  the  whole  of  the  businesg 
in  this  colony.  Why  should  fix  directors, 
therefore,  be  required  to  manage  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  ?  Who  is  to  pay  for  it  all  ?  Is 
it  not  the  unfortunate  shareholders  and  the 
oolony  who  have  to  pay  for  it,  and  provide  this 
large  sum  of  money  for  the  salaries  of  the  six 
directors?  The  Chairman,  I  notice,  is  to  get 
£1,000  a  year.  For  what  ?  He  has  not  to  be 
continuously  inhisoffice^  but  merely  to  go  there 
now  and  then,  sit  down  in  an  arm-chair,  and 
take  his  £1,000  a  year.  Why  should  the  public 
money  be  spent  iu  that  direction?  And  why 
should  not  one  man,  at  £1.000  or  £1,500  a  year, 
be  sufficient,  the  same  as  in  the  case  of  other 
banks  ?  We  are  told  that  the  shareholders  of 
the  bank  are  not  interested  in  the  bank,  and  a 
Minister  has  suggested  that  it  should  be  sold  to 
a  syndicate.  I  say  they  have  had  to  pay  up 
call  after  call.  Their  very  last  shilling  has 
been  taken  from  them,  and  in  some  cases  their 
wives  and  families  have  been  deprived  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  all  for  the  sake  of 
bolstering  up  the  bank,  an  Act  to  guarantee 
which  we  were  forced,  with  almost  a  rope 
round  our  necks,  to  pass  through  in  a  single 
night.  To  use  an  old  adage,  **  When  two  thieves 
fall  out  the  owner  will  get  his  rights,*'  and  there 
is  no  doubt  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  public  of  New  Zealand  will  find  the  reason 
for  all  this  little  thimblerigging  business  that 
has  been  going  on  with  regard  to  the  banking 
business.  With  reference  to  the  appointment 
of  the  various  officers  of  the  bank,  my  honour- 
able friend  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Jones),  in  his 
speech,  rather  wandered,  I  thought,  from  the 
position.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Butt.  Well,  my 
honourable  friend  will  excuse  me  for  saying — 
as  he  is  only  a  young  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil— that  perhaps  he  was  not  aware  that  Mr. 
Butt  holds  a  bank  guarantee  to  the  effect 
that  when  he  left  the  auditorship  of  the  bank, 
which  is  a  Government  appointment,  he  could 
go  back  again  to  the  service  of  the  bank  as  one 
of  its  officers. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — Oh  t 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHB1MSKI.— I  am  not  taking 
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any  particular  credit  to  mjself  over  my  brother 
members  on  the  Committee,  but  I  think  those 
honourable  members  who  were  on  the  special 
Committee  with  me  will  bear  me  out  in  saying 
tbat  I  was  the  first  to  find  out  that  agreement 
was  in  existence.  Mr.  Butt  had  an  agreement 
which  he  obtained  from  the  bank,  providing 
tbat  when  he  retired  from  the  position  of 
Auditor  a  position  in  the  bank  should  be  open 
to  him.  I  have  nothing  to  say  as  against  Mr. 
Butt ;  but  I  do  say  this :  that  the  reappointment 
of  Mr.  Butt  to  a  position  in  the  bank  at  a  high 
salary  was  not  the  fault  of  Mr.  Watson.  He 
was  only  an  officer  of  the  bank,  and  the 
directors  were  there  and  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  there,  and  if  there  was  no  inde- 
pendence exercised  by  the  bank  Board  or  by  the 
Government  head  the  responsibility  must  rest 
on  the  members  of  the  Board,  and  not  upon  Mr. 
Watson.  With  all  due  respect  to  Mr.  Watson,  I 
may  say  that  I  do  not  like  the  man,  and  that  I 
never  did  like  him,  but  in  justice  to  him  I  will 
not  allow  any  one  to  say  anything  against  him 
unfairly.  I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  much  more 
time,  but  I  desire  to  say  that  the  continual 
tinkering  with  this  business  by  Parliament 
will  not  aid  the  institution  in  any  way,  but 
must  sooner  or  later  bring  about  its  downfall, 
and  that  downfall  must  and  will  come.  I  am 
iorry  that  year  by  year  as  we  meet  here  we  are 
called  on  to  deal  with  this  banking  question. 
There  is  always  some  dispute  to  be  settled  or 
some  amendment  to  be  made,  which  all  causes 
unrest  among  the  people  of  the  colony,  and  no 
doubt  any  one  who  has  money  in  the  bank  or 
business  with  the  institution  will  cease  to  have 
any  connection  with  it.  This  is  certain  to  be 
the  case,  especially  when  we  find  Ministers  of 
the  Ctown  circulating  rumours  of  various  ac- 
counts that  are  in  the  bank.  That  is  surely  a 
warning  to  any  one  dealing  with  the  bank  to 
be  careful. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — They  would  not  do  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  am  speaking 
from  what  I  have  read  in  the  papers,  and  it 
has  not  been  denied.  The  Hon.  Mr.  J. 
MeKenzie  distinctly  referred  on  the  public 
platform  to  a  business  firm  in  this  town, 
and  the  result  of  bis  statement  has  been  to 
almost  bring  that  firm  down,  and  if  the  Minis- 
ter knew  the  position  of  that  account  he  knows 
the  position  of  other  accounts.  I  say,  then,  as 
the  colony  has  an  interest  in  the  bank,  this 
sort  of  thing  should  be  stopped  at  once. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY.— Sir.  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  I  did  not  speak  before  I 
h(  ard  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down,  I  would  then 
have  had  no  hesitation  in  congratulating  the 
Cuuncil  on  the  calm,  judicial,  and  dispas- 
sionate manner  in  which  it  had  approached  a 
question  that  has  aroused  so  much  bitterness 
and  rancour  in  another  place.  However,  not- 
withstanding the  honourable  gentleman's  many 
unworthy  insinuations,  which,  I  believe,  none 
of  the  honourable  members  of  this  Council  ap- 
preciate, and  which,  I  think,  were  vigorously 
and  handsomely  and  splendidly  repudiated  by 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  yesterday,  it  is  unneoes- 
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sary  for  me  to  allow  the  buzz  of  a  mosqiiifeO' 
to  disturb  the  equanimity  of  this  Chamber. 
There  is  one  matter  about  which  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  spoke  to  which  I  wish  to  reply : 
I  refer  to  his  statement  about  the  Minister  of 
Lands.  Honourable  members  well  know,  per- 
haps, tbat  this  statement  which  is  afetribated 
to  the  Minister  of  Lands  first  appeared  in  the 
public  Press,  and  that  it  was  from  that  source 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  MeKenzie  got  his  informa- 
tion, which  iu  another  plaee  he  simply  re- 
peated. With  these  few  words,  I  shall  let  the 
honourable  member  alone.  I  was  verr  mnoh 
struck  by  the  fact  that  there  seemed  to  be- 
great  unanimity  of  opinion  among  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  spoke  yesterday,  and  whose 
words  were  so  frequently  approved  of  in  the 
many  **  hear,  hears,"  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  last  spoke.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  a 
single  word  that  might  be  taken  as  offensive  by 
any  member  of  this  Council,  an^,  as  I  am  a- 
new  member,  I  oan,  perhaps,  say  things  that 
from  an  older  member  might  appear  in  bad  taste. 
I  have  watched  the  proceedings  of  the  Counoii 
throughout  all  the  proceedings  in  connection 
with  this  banking  legislation,  and  as  an  out- 
sider I  oan  say  that  everything  has  been 
conducted  with  a  great  deal  of  dignity  and 
decorum  and  singularly  free  from  party  bias. 
In  one  instance  this  was  most  conspicuous, 
and  if  ever  the  Council  could  lay  olaim  to 
impartiality  and  indifierence  to  party  politics^ 
I  think  it  was  shown  in  that  case.  I  refer  to 
the  inquiry  that  was  made  into  the  affairs  of 
the  Ward  Association,  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  whose  name  is  connected  with  tbat 
concern  was  exonerated  from  all  blame.  With 
that  subject,  however,  I  will  not  deal.  I  was 
struck.  Sir,  as  I  have  already  said,  by  the  fact 
that  there  was  unanimity  among  honoorable 
members  in  discussing  this  matter.  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  that  there  was  any  preconcerted 
arrangement,  but  there  were  grounds  for  such 
a  suspicion.  The  keynote  was  struck  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  who  said  he  could  see  no 
sufficient  reason  for  the  introduction  of  thia 
measure,  and  who  insisted  on  an  inquiry.  As 
regards  the  statement  that  there  is  no  suffi- 
cient reason  for  the  Bill,  I  wish  to  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  introdaced  the 
measure  quoted  from  the  reports  of  the  two 
Committees  of  Parliament  which  actually  im- 
posed on  Parliament  the  duty  of  introducing 
this  measure.  Surely  that  was  a  very  tangible 
reason.  Then  I  find  that  the  measure  haa 
been  received  with  so  much  sympathy,  if  not 
welcomed,  in  this  Chamber,  that  I  should  think 
that  in  itself  is  evidence  of  its  necessity.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  himself  gave  a  very  good 
reason  of  the  necessity  for  introducing  this 
measure.  He  deliberately  said  he  was  in 
favour  of  the  dinmissal  of  the  President,  buw 
finding  himself  in  such  an  illogical  poaition« 
he  qualified  his  remark  by  saying  that  the 
Government  should  have  dismissed  Mr.  Wateon» 
and  that  a  very  bad  precedent  had  been  esta- 
blished in  asking  Parliament  to  dismise  him. 
I  think  there  could  be  no  precedent  in  it» 
Mr.  Watson  is  a  statutory  officer,  not  in  the 
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Say  of  the  Government,  which  makes  a  great 
ifference,  and  he  is  not  the  only  statutory 
officer  who  oannot  be  dismissed  by  the 
(Government,  and  who  must  be  dismissed  by 
the  vote  of  Parliameot.  Since  tnat  is  the  case, 
how  oan  a  precedent  be  established  ?  Such  an 
idea  is  entirely  erroneous,  and,  so  far  as  my 
lights  go,  I  think  the  Government  did  right 
in  appealing  to  Parliament  in  the  matter. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  a  few  minutes  ago  inter- 
jected the  remark  that  Mr.  Watson  could  have 
been  dismissed  by  Order  in  Council.  Perhaps 
so,  if  malfeasance  could  have  been  proved,  but 
who  was  to  prove  it?  Was  it  the  directors, 
with  whom  he  is  supposed  to  be  hand  in  glove — 
particularly  so  I  should  think  when  some  of 
them  are  ready  to  almost  weep  over  the  fact 
(hat  they  are  about  to  part  with  him?  How- 
ever, it  is  no  part  of  my  intention  to  say 
an}  thing  of  a  personal  nature,  and  I  think  it 
would  have  been  better  if  nothiog  of  the  sort 
had  been  said.  But  I  do  think  that,  in  accept- 
ing this  circular  of  Mr.  Watson's,  the  Council 
has  not  kept  on  the  high  and  dignified  level 
on  which  it  has  stood  all  along  during  this 
banking  legislation.  And  here  let  me  say 
something  about  dangerous  precedents.  Is  it 
not  a  most  dangerous  precedeot  to  allow 
a  public  officer  to  try  to  influence  Parlia- 
ment by  means  of  a  circular?  If  it  is  not, 
I  do  not  know  what  a  dangerous  precedent 
is,  and  I  do  not  think  honourable  gentlemen 
ought  to  tolerate  it.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
reference  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  to 
the  Premier,  in  which  he  referred  to  the 
charge  of  extravagance  not  having  been  proved, 
in  support  of  which  he  said  that  there  was 
no  proof  of  the  assertion  that  the  directors 
intended  to  spend  £50,000  on  a  new  building 
for  the  bank.  Now,  by  a  mere  acoident,  I  am 
in  a  position  to  prove  the  accuracy  of  the  Pre- 
mier's statement  up  to  the  hilt.  I  was  going 
down  South  this  night  fortnight  in  the  steamer 
**  Rotomahana,"  and  on  board  the  steamer  was 
a  Christchurch  contractor,  who  told  me  he  had 
come  to  Wellington  because  he  had  tendered 
for  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  building ;  that 
he  had  heard  that  his  tender  was  the  lowest,  but 
could  find  out  nothing,  and  that  he  had  inter- 
viewed Ministers,  but  oould  get  no  information. 
I  said,  «*  That  is  a  £50,000  job."  «  Aye,"  he  said, 
**  and  a  great  deal  more."  Now,  this  fact,  no 
doubt,  was  known  to  the  Premier,  so  that  if  he 
made  the  statement  attributed  to  him  he  made 
it  in  good  faith,  and  was  absolutely  correct  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  and  very  possibly  it  is 
the  influence  exercised  by  Mr.  Seddon  that  has 
driven  the  directors  of  the  bank  now  to  modify 
their  plans.  With  regard  to  this  demand  for 
an  inquiry  it  has  struck  me  as  rather  peculiar 
that  the  party  who  are  demanding  it  are  those 
who  are  eternally  dinning  into  our  ears  the 
danger  of  interfering  with  the  bank.  Now,  if 
there  is  one  way  that  danger  is  to  be  intensified 
more  than  another  it  is  by  this  continual  in- 
quiry into  the  hank's  business. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Hear,  hear. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY.— ♦♦  Hear,  hear  " 
iftfs  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  yet  the 
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same  honourable  gentleman  only  a  few  moment* 
ngo  advocated  this  inquiry.  What  is  this  m% 
quiry  for  ?  I  can  only  say— I  do  not  refer  to 
any  member  in  this  chamber,  but  to  thos« 
outside  of  it— that  this  thirst  for  knowledge, 
coupled  with  the  continual  cry  about  in* 
juring  the  bank,  shows  the  hoUowness  of  the 
professions  of  friendship  of  certain  people  for 
the  bank.  But  what  is  this  inquiry  for?  If 
yon  find  out  that  the  President  of  the  bank  has 
done  his  duty  properly  will  you  vote  for  keeping 
him  in  that  position?  The  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond 
and  others  have  declared  they  will  not.  What 
is  the  inquiry  for  ?  Have  not  several  inquiries 
been  made  already  ?  Are  we  not  now  working 
out  the  result  of  these  inquiries?  What  more 
do  you  want?  It  has  come  to  my  know- 
ledge that  tills  suggestion  about  an  inquiry 
has  been  set  on  foot  in  the  hope  that 
Mr.  Watson  would  let  out  something  with 
regard  to  the  Colonial  Bank  and  Mr.  Waid« 
Honourable  gentlemen  will,  I  think,  admit 
that  Mr.  Ward's  business  and  the  Colonial 
Bank's  business  have  been  inquired  into 
enough,  and  that  there  is  no  necessity  to 
go  into  them  any  further.  But^  in  any  case, 
what  have  the  Colonial  Bank's  ousiness  and 
Mr.  Ward's  business  to  do  with  this  colony? 
The  colony  never  lost  a  penny  through  tbem, 
but  it  is  deeply  involved  on  account  of  the 
transactions  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and 
that  is  what  ought  to  be  inquired  into ;  and 
yet  this  public  officer,  who  now  volunteers  in- 
formation to  save  his  own  skin,  kept  the  oloak 
of  secrecy  overall  the  transactions  that  brought 
the  bank  to  its  ruin.  Well,  I  do  not  think  there 
should  be  any  such  inquiry  ;  but,  if  there  is  to 
be  an  inquiry,  let  it  be  thorough,  and  let  it  go 
down  to  the  bedrock  and  let  us  know  by  whom 
the  bank  has  been  swindled.  With  regard 
to  the  statement  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond, 
and,  of  course,  approved  all  round — I  am  not 
making  a  **  dead  set  '  at  Mr.  Ormond;  I  am 
only  taking  him  as  the  leader,  and  I  am  talking 
to  all  who  hold  the  same  opinion  at  the  same 
time — he  said  the  guarantee  was  given  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Government.  I  do  think 
now  that  that  was  an  ungenerous  way  of  put- 
ting  it.  Representations  were  made  to  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  of  the  day.  He  was  told 
that  within  a  few  days  the  bank  would  have  to 
put  up  its  shutters.  There  was  no  time  to 
make  inquiries.  If  a  whole  army  of  certifi- 
cated accountants  were  at  his  disposal,  it 
would  have  been  physically  impossible  for  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  inquire  into  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  in  the  time,  and  he  had  to  take  the 
statement  of  the  public  officer  who  was  en 
trusted  with  the  mission.  For  this  reason  I 
think  it  is  ungenerous  and  unfair  to  try  to 
saddle  on  the  Gk)vernment  all  the  responsi- 
bility.  What  did  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and 
the  Government  do?  They  called  into  their 
counsel  all  the  leaders  of  the  parties  in  Par- 
liament and  consulted  with  them,  and  they 
as  well  as  the  Government  accepted  the  respon- 
sibility, and  recommended  the  whole  thing  to 
their  followers.  They  are,  therefore,  just  aa 
responsible  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  or  any 
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Y>ih6r  Minieter  of  the  day,  and  there  w  no  aee 
in  trying  to  foist  on  any  one  man  or  any  set  of 
men  the  whole  reeponsiblHty  for  this  bankin§f 
legislation.  It  was  forced  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  shall  presently,  if  I  am  listened  to, 
try  to  show  that  there  is  nothing  terrible  in  it 
at  all.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  veto,  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  any  objection  to  it  being 
restored  ;  but  this  we  must  remember :  that  to 
give  to  one  man  the  power  of  veto  is  to  place 
great  power  in  his  hands — greater  than  that  of 
a  whole  army  of  directors.  If  there  could  be 
devised  a  sufipensory  power  to  prevent  precipi- 
tate action,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  wise 
provision ;  but  this  power  of  veto  must  be  in 
some  way  guarded,  so  as  to  prevent  any  one 
becoming  an  autocrat  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  and  thus  an  autocrat  of  the  colony. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  was  verv  sympathetic 
with  the  shareholders,  and  said  they  were  being 
badly  treated.  Very  well,  we  know  they  have 
been  badly  treated,  and  we  know  also  that  it  is 
not  by  the  banking  legislation  of  the  last  few 
years.  As  for  their  representation  on  the  pro- 
posed directorate,  I  think  that  they  are  getting 
an  undue  proportion  of  renresentation  con- 
sidering everything.  I  consider  that  the  colony 
has  invested  £3,500,000  of  the  colony's  money 
in  the  bank,  after  deducting  from  the  total 
guarantee  the  value  of  the  assets.  Now,  the 
interests  of  the  shareholders  cannot  be  more 
<han  about  £700,000,  taking  the  amount  paid 
up  and  the  reserve  liability  together,  and  that 
means  that  the  country  has  five  times  as  much 
interest  in  the  bank  as  the  shareholders  have. 
Now,  let  us  suppose  that  a  London  syndicate 
had  placed  £8,500,000  in  the  bank  as  against 
the  £700,000  which  the  shareholders  have  there, 
would  they  give  the  shareholders  such  a  large 
representation  on  the  directorate  as  is  proposed 
to  be  given  under  this  measure  ?  I  leave  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  answer  that  question. 
Why,  there  is  no  doubt  about  it  that  the  poor 
shareholders  have  been  badly  treated,  but  I 
deny  that  they  have  been  badly  treated  by  the 
recent  banking  legislation,  and  I  assert  that  it 
has  saved  them— that  in,  a  large  number  of 
them — from  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  It  appears 
to  me  also  that  honourable  gentlemen  take  a 
very  pessimistic  view  of  the  future  prospects  of 
the  bank.  Even  my  friend  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly 
appears  to  be  nervous  upon  the  subject,  but, 
for  my  part,  if  the  whole  thing  were  to  com- 
mence again  to-morrow,  there  is  nothing  I 
would  vote  more  readily  for  than  for  doing 
exactly  what  was  done  four  years  ago  for 
the  bank.  Surely,  to  preserve  the  colony 
from  the  terrible  misery  that  would  arise 
through  the  downfall  of  the  bank  is  worth 
something.  I  will  give  a  simple  illustration 
of  a  personal  nature.  At  the  time  the  bank 
was  set  up  in  1894,  I  had  a  little  money 
on  deposit  in  it.  Now  with  that  money 
immediately  afterwards  I  built  a  dwelling- 
house  and  office  for  my  business,  which  cost 
altogether  over  £1,000.  If  the  bank  had 
gone  into  liquidation  I  could  not  have  done 
that  perhaps  even  to  this  day.  Six  or  seven 
or  eight  hundred  pounds  of  that  went  in 
Hon.  Mr,  Ttoomey 


wages  in  the  town  in  which  I  live,  and  thai 
was  very  good  for  the  workers  for  the  time 
being.  I  give  that  as  an  illustration  to 
show  what  the  effect  of  keeping  the  bank  hi 
existence  was.  My  small  mite  was  nothing 
in  itself,  but  it  shows  what  the  position 
was  throughout  the  colony.  Tell  me,  if  yoa 
can  imagine  it,  what  the  disaster  would 
have  been  if  the  bank  had  gone  down.  One 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  people  were 
directly  interested  in  it;  and  in  addition  to 
these  there  were  three  Education  Boards,  forty- 
three  Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid  Boards, 
twenty -four  Harbour  Boards,  seven  Boards  of 
Benevolent  Trustees,  128  Town  Boards  and 
Borough  Councils,  212  Road  Boards,  216  friendly 
societies,  three  savings  -  banks,  seventy  -  two 
County  Councils,  633  School  Committees,  and 
127  sundry  local  bodies ;  or  a  total  of  1,468  local 
bodies  and  public  authorities;  85,110  deposi- 
tors representing  £5,032,900;  18,595  advances 
in  New  Zealand  representing  £5,428,222 ;  1,050 
liable  for £408,000;  115 branch  banks, and 28,584 
current  accounts.  Now,  there  is  no  doubt 
about  it  that,  if  the  bank  had  gone  into  liqui- 
dation then,  just  exactly  the  same  tactics  as 
adopted  by  the  Loan  and  Mercantile  Company 
would  have  been  adopted  to  prop  it  up  again. 
The  depositors  would  have  had  to  take  long- 
dated deposit  receipts,  or  long-dated  debentures, 
or  preferential  shares,  or  something  else,  the 
money  would  have  been  looked  up  in  the  bank, 
and  the  people  could  not  have  gone  on  with  the 
work  of  the  country.  Now,  that  is  borne  oat 
by  what  happened  in  Australia,  where  ths 
ordinary  revenue  fell  by  five  millions,  and  the 
Customs  revenue  fell  £2,800,000.  These  an 
the  effects  which  would  have  been  produced  if 
the  bank  had  been  allowed  to  go,  and  besides 
at  that  time  the  Government  had  something 
like  £800,000  in  its  coffers,  with  which  it  was 
ready  to  pay  interest  in  London  on  our  bor- 
rowed capital.  Supposing  the  Government 
had  not  been  able  to  pay  that  interest,  and 
had  made  default,  even  by  one  day,  it  would 
have  ruined  the  colony*s  credit  in  London  for 
many  a  year,  and  we  should  never  have  got 
the  million  and  a  half  of  money  at  8  per  oent. 
that  we  did  a  short  time  afterwards.  Now. 
from  all  this  the  colony  has  been  saved,  and, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  nobody  has  any  necessity  to 
feel  very  nervous  over  it.  What  we  have  dons 
is  practically  this:  we  have  backed  the  biD 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  so  long  as  it 
pays  the  interest  not  a  hair  of  any  man's  head 
in  New  Zealand  will  be  hurt  by  it.  It  is  true, 
as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  has  pointed  out,  that 
the  two  millions  of  debentures  will  fall  dae  in 
six  years,  and  it  is  alsd  true  that  it  is  morally 
impossible  for  the  bank  to  pay  off  the  two  mil- 
lions. What  then  will  happen  ?  Why,  back 
the  bill  again,  renew  the  guarantee,  and  the 
whole  thing  will  go  on  as  well  as  ever.  I  ses 
some  honourable  gentlemen  over  there  shaking 
their  heads  and  laughing,  no  doubt,  at  the 
simplicity  of  the  thing.  I  suppose  tiiey  are 
surprised  that  they  never  thought  of  suoh  a 
thing  before.  You  see  it  is  the  simple  thing* 
like  that  that  you  never  think  of;  it  is  the 
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jnnall  details  that  escape  great  minds.  Very 
well,  say  the  thing  will  go  on ;  bat  I  will  give 
70a  better  hopes  than  renewals  for  ever.  I  do 
sincerely  hope  that  it  will  not  go  on  for  ever. 
I  see  from  the  report  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land that  it  paid  oft,  in  addition  to  its  annual 
liabilities,  last  year  something  like  £35,000— it 
(is  over  £85,000.  I  do  not  make  reckless  state- 
ments. I  know  what  I  am  talking  about,  and 
it  you  will  allow  me  I  shall  show  it.  In  the 
first  place,  the  bank  has  to  pay  annually 
£80,000  on  the  two  millions  of  debentures 
guaranteed  by  the  colony;  £17,500  on  the 
guaranteed  shares ;  and  £50,000  for  the  Assete 
Board.  In  addition  to  paying  those  amounts 
last  year,  the  bank  paid  off  £24,900  of  arrears 
from  the  previous  year,  and  it  also  wrote  down 
£10,000  of  the  Estates  Company's  debentures. 
Now,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  £10,000  and 
the  £:?4,900  make  up  nearly  the  £85,000. 
TTher^  are  odd  figures  that  make  up  the  full 
■amount;  and  the  whole  goos  to  prove  that, 
after  paying  the  annual  liability,  the  bank 
at  the  present  time  is  earning  something  like 
£85,000  more  than  that.  I  think  that  if  it 
were  to  put  by  £35,000  for  twenty  years, 
say  —  or  something  like  it  —  the  first  million 
would  be  wiped  out  long  before  that  time  ex- 
pired, and  if  the  first  million  were  wiped  out 
there  would  be  very  little  difficulty  in  wiping 
^ut  the  second  million.  But  I  do  not  know 
that  I  would  be  in  such  a  great  harry  to  pay 
•off  this  money.  The  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
has  practically  got  into  the  same  condition  as 
the  Bank  of  England  got  into.  Nothing  new 
has  been  done  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  The  Government  of  the  country  had 
to  back  up  the  Bank  of  England,  and  it  has 
fourteen  or  fifteen  millions  of  Government 
money  lying  in  its  coffers  at  tlie  present  time, 
so  that  there  is  nothing  new  at  all  in  the  State 
guaranteeing  any  bank.  What  makes  the  Bank 
-of  England  such  a  safe  institution  ?  It  is  the 
State  guarantee  that  has  made  it  the  biggest 
4knd  safest  monetary  institution  in  the  whole 
world.  I  am,  therefore,  not  sorry  that  the 
State  guarantee  has  been  given  to  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  for,  as  I  said,  it  will  be  an  aid  to 
ihe  stability  of  finance  in  this  colony 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  G.  WALKER.— I  might 
suggest  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that,  as  it 
is  nearly  five  o'clock,  he  might  move  to  adjourn 
the  debate  and  continue  his  speech  on  Tues- 
day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMBY.— I  am  not  averse 
io  adjourning  my  speech  if  the  Council  wishes 
io  adjourn,  but  I  have  not  very  much  more  to 
eay.  I  have  certain  ideas  on  this  question,  and 
I  have  endeavoured  to  express  them.  I  do  not 
think  the  thing  is  as  bad  as  it  has  been  painted. 
I  believe  that  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  at 
ihe  present  time  is  due  to  this  banking  legisla- 
tion. Before  that  there  was, nothing  but  sus- 
picion and  distrust  and  want  of  confidence ; 
but,  now  that  the  State  is  behind  the  bank, 
confidence  has  been  restored,  and  prosperity 
io  the  colony  has  been  the  result.  That  is  the 
•ehial  thing  I  wished  to  say,  and  I  believe  that 
fetore  generations  will  hleiB  the  present  genetft- 


tion  of  legislators  who  passed  this  legislation, 
and  that  their  names  will  go  down  to  posterity 
as  the  men  who  acted  at  a  critical  time  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  colony.  I  do  not  think 
I  have  anything  further  to  say,  but  if  I  find  on 
Tuesday  that  I  have  omitted  anything,  I  may 
renew  my  remarks.  I  beg  now  to  move.  Thai 
this  debaU  be  now  adjourned. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  four  minutes  to 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP   REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday,  19th  Auguet,  1898. 


Police  Commiseion :  Privilege— Financial  Statement. 

Mr.   Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at   half-past 
two  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

POLICE  COMMISSION:  PRIVILEGE. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch  City).— Sir,  I 
wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  House  a 
question  of  privilege.  The  report  of  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  the  Royal  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Police  Force 
has  not  yet  been  placed  before  this  House,  and 
yet  this  morning  a  portion  of  the  evidence — 
a  considerable  portion — has  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  one  of  the  Committees  of  the  House. 
Now,  the  report  had  no  right  to  be  distributed 
in  that  manner,  I  take  it,  because  it  should 
have  accompanied  the  Commissioners'  report 
to  the  Governor,  and  until  the  report  and 
evidence  are  complete  it  cannot  have  gone  to 
the  Governor.  Under  those  circumstances,  I 
submit,  whoever  is  responsible  for  handing  over 
to  a  Committee  of  this  House  any  portion  of 
the  evidence  has  been  guilty  of  a  oreach  of 
privilege  by  distributing  documents  that  have 
not  yet  become  public  property,  and  which 
have  not  yet  been  brought  under  the  notice  of 
Parliament.  I  beg  to  move,  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  a  breach  of  privilege 
has  been  conunitted. 

Mr.  8PEAKER.--If  it  was  a  case  arising 
out  of  evidence  taken  by  a  Committee  of  the 
House  being  made  use  of  before  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  it  would  undoubtedly  be  a  breach 
of  privilege,  and  the  honourable  member  would 
have  been  right  in  raising  the  question  of  privi- 
lege, but  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  apply  that 
rule  to  making  use  of  evidence  taken  before  a 
Commission  outside  this  House.  I  admit  it 
might  amount  to  an  irregularity  if  one  member 
of  the  House  has  been  placed  in  possession  of 
information  which  other  honourable  members 
are  not  in  possession  of,  but  I  do  not  think  then 
is  a  breach  of  privilege  involved  in  the  caa« 
submitted. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  for  PubUo 
Works).— Perhaps,  as  the  Minister  who  autho- 
rised a  portion  of  this  evidence  being  handed  to 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  say  a  few  words. 
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Ad  Hod.  Msmbbr.— Which  Oooimittee  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— There  is  a  case  dow 
before  the  Public  PetitioDS  A  to  L  Committee 
where  an  ez-polioeman  has  petitioDed  the  House. 
It  was  very  important  they  should  have  some 
evidence  which  was  given  on  the  West  Coast 
in  coDoeciioD  with  that  matter.  It  would  be 
a  very  expeosive  matter  to  bring  all  these  wit- 
oesses  to  WelliDgton,  when  the  whole  of  the 
evideDoe  required  was  in  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  Police  CommissioD.  The  Chair- 
man applied  to  me  for  that  reported  evi- 
dence which  related  to  this  one  case.  I 
suppose  there  may  have  been  some  dozeo 
pages  of  it,  and  I  authorised  a  copy  being  sent 
to  the  Chairman.  But,  Sir,  that  is  only  some 
twelve  pages  of  the  evidence.  We  have  had 
Another  case  of  a  member  of  the  House  who 
has  had  over  six  hundred  pages  iu  his  possession. 
If,  therefore,  the  one  is  a  breach  of  privilege, 
how  much  greater  is  the  breach  of  privilege  in 
the  other  case,  especially  when  the  gentleman 
who  had  those  six  hundred  pages  and  over  in 
his  possession  is  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City,  Mr.  Taylor,  who  has  now 
complained  ?  This  twelve  pages  has  been  used 
for  the  business  purposes  of  a  Committee  set  up 
by  this  House.  The  report  of  the  Commission 
has  been  before  the  Governor— not  the  evi- 
dence :  the  latter  is  not  in  exactly  the  same 
position  as  the  report-- that  is,  as  to  being  con- 
fidential— the  two  are  distinct.  We  are  waiting 
to  lay  the  evidence  and  the  report  on  the  table 
at  the  same  time,  so  that  members  can  see  on 
what  evidence  the  report  was  founded.  But 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  were 
misleading,  becanse  he  says  the  evidence  was 
"distributed"  to  members  of  the  Committee, 
whereas  there  was  only  the  one  copy  handed 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  and  marked 
"Confidential."  It  is  well  known  that  mem- 
bers of  a  Committee  are  in  honour  bound  to 
keep  as  confidential  matters  coming  before 
that  Committee  till  such  time  as  the  Com- 
mittee reports  to  the  House.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  before  the  Committee,  and  he 
knows  the  report  will  not  come  down  till  the 
evidence  of  the  Police  Commission  is  before 
the  House. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  How  does  he  know 
that? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.  — Because  it  was,  he 
understood,  the  decision  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— It  is  not  decided  yet. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.  —  It  is  practically  de- 
eded. 

An  Hon.  BCbmbeb. — No. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Well,  you  will  find  that 
it  will  be  the  case.  So  far  as  any  breach  of 
privilege  is  concerned,  it  is  more  on  the  part  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  a  private  member, 
who  has  nearly  seven  hundred  pages  of  the  evi- 
dence in  his  possession. 
.    Mr.  TAYLOR.— Sir, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  no  question  before 
the  House.  If  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchnroh  City  wishes  to  give  notice  of 
motion  on  the  subject  of  what  he  conceives  to 
be  a  wrong,  he  can  do  so. 


Mr.  TAYLOR.— By  way  of  personal  explana- 
tion, Sir,  I  wish  to  make  reference  to  the  state- 
ment that  I  had  nearly  seven  hundred  pages  of 
the  official  evidence  taken  before  the  Police 
Commission.  I  was  forced  into  the  position  of 
having  to  attend  the  Police  Commission  to- 
substantiate  certain  charges  I  made,  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  promised  me  that 
I  phould  have  a  copy  of  the  evidence  as  is  was 
printed  to  save  me  the  trouble  of  taking  notes 
as  the  evidence  was  given  by  every  witness.  I 
promised  that  I  would  make  no  public  use  of 
it.  I  have  kept  that  promise ;  but  the  Chair- 
man is  seized  on  by  the  Premier,  and,  like  a- 
schoolboy,  is  forced  by  him  to  break  the  pro- 
mise he  made  to  me 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— This  is  introducing  debat- 
able matter. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  those  are  the  circum- 
stances under  which  I  got  the  report.  All  the 
members  of  the  Commission  had  copies  of  the 
evidence — Colonel  Hume,  Mr.  Tunbridge,  the 
Secretary,  and  the  members  of  the  Commis- 
sion. That  was  the  arrangement  made  with^ 
myself,  and  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  other  evidence  that  has  got  into  circulation 
before  a  Committee  before  being  presented  to- 
Parliament. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  stated  that  the  Premier  blocked  him^ 
from  getting  any  further  copy  of  the  evidence. 
That  is  absolutely  incorrect.  I  gave  instmo- 
tions  myself  that  no  further  copies  should  be 
supplied  to  any  one  without  my  written  au- 
thority. The  difference  is  this:  this  was  a 
question  of  a  private  member  of  the  House 
having  the  evidence  ;  in  the  other  case  it  was  a 
Committee  of  members  of  this  House,  who,  I 
say,  are  entitled  to  have  the  evidence  if  it  is- 
required. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  desire  most  emphati- 
cally  

Captain  RUSSELL.  — Is  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  order? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Premier  has  a  right  to 
reply  to  the  remarks  made  about  himself  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  City. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  statement  the  honourable  member 
made,  that  I  had  got  hold  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Commission,  is  a  gross  fabrication,  and  has 
not  the  slightest  foundation.  It  is  an  insult  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Commission,  and  fau  not 
a  word  of  truth  in  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL  —I  move.  That  the  Pre- 
mier's words  be  taken  down  — namely,  "a 
perfectly  untruthful  assertion." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  Premier  considers- 
that  the  honourable  member's  statement  is  not 
trae  he  is  at  liberty  to  state  it.  The  Premier 
did  not  use  the  words  contradicting  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City  in  a  per- 
sonally offensive  tone  to  the  honourable  member. 

Captain  RUSSELL— The  reference  was  to 
the  stateraeniS  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  within  the  disoretioQ 
of  the  Speaker  to  order  the  words  to  be  taken 
down.    The  Premier's  denial  of  a  laot  did  no^ 
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^impute  untrathfulaesB  to  a  member  of  the 
House.  His  words  were  not  applied  in  the 
•extremely  offensive  way  in  wliioh  the  honour- 
able member  (Captain  Bussell)  thinks  they  were 
:*pplied  to  a  member  of  this  House. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Am  I  not  in  a  position 
to  move  the  motion  ?  Do  you  refuse  to  accept 
my  motion  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —Yes  ;  I  will  take  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House  on  the  matter. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Then 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  ihe  Premier's  words  be  taken 
'down  ? 

Hon.  Membeks.— *'  Aye."     "  No." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  words  cannot  be  taken 
down. 

Mr.  JOYCE.— Sir, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  will  not  allow  any 
"further  discussion  on  this  matter. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

ADJOUBNED   DEBATE. 

Mr. E.G.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti).— Sir,  I  only 
^desire  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  for  a 
few  minutes.  Some  of  the  remarks  I  would 
have  liked  to  have  made  on  this  occasion  have 
already  been  made  by  members  ou  this  side  of 
the  House,  and  I  shall  therefore  not  go  over 
the  same  ground.  The  last  gentleman  who 
spoke,  the  honoarable  member  for  Clutba, 
vmade  a  very  mild  speech,  and  he  referred, 
amongst  other  things,  to  the  bad  taste  of  the 

*  Colonial  Treasurer  in  reflecting  on  his  late 
colleague,  Mr.  Ballance.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  is  justified  in 

•making any  remark  of  that  nature.    There  was 
no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  infer  that  anything  dishonest  or  any- 
thing irregular    had  been   done   by  his   late 
colleague.    He  was  simply  pointing  out  that  the 
system  of  keeping  the  accounts  was  unsound ,  and 
that  it  had  led  to  the  funding  of  temporary 
'deficits,  and    further   than    that    there    was 
nothing    inferred    by    the    statement    in    the 
Budget.    Then,  Sir,  the  Treasurer  was  blamed 
•by  the  honourable  gentleman  for  having  under- 
estimated his  revenue  and  over-estimated  the 
"  expenditure.     Now,  what  does  this  show  ?    If 
it    shows    anything,    it    shows   prudence   on 
the  part  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  any  blame  should  be  attached 
to  him  on  that  account.      It  may   be    rather 
.  pessimistic,  but  nothing  further  than  that  can  be 
-aaid.    The  honourable  gentleman  knows  very 
well  that  cautiousness  in  finance  is,  or  should 

•  be,  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  If  we  only  look  at  the  high 
encomiums  that  have  been  passed  upon  the 
Statement  by  the  Australian  Press  we  shall 
see  what  a  different  opinion  the  Australian 
Press  have  to  that  expressed  by  honourable 
gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House.  Very 
strong  encomiums  are  expressed  on  the  great 
success  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
that  enables  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  present 
to  Parliament  large  surpluses  year  after  year. 

'The  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  the 
^Parliamentary  Buildings.    Now,  1  cannot  make 


out  why  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  will  not  understand  the  oiroumstanoee 
in  connection  with  the  commencement  of  these 
Parliamentary  Buildings  and  the  library.  It 
is  well  known  that  this  library  could  not  bavs 
been  commenced  without  pulling  down  a  por- 
tion of  the  old  buildings,  and  in  pulling  down 
a  portion  of  the  buildings  in  order  to  build 
the  new  portion  it  was  found  that  the  building 
was  in  such  a  dangerous,  such  an  unhealthy, 
condition  that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
would  not  have  been  justified  in  not  doing 
something  to  remove  the  dangers  that  would 
have  ensued  from  the  insanitary  condition  of 
the  building.  If  the  new  library  had  been 
built  in  an  isolated  position  it  would  have 
been  a  different  thing  altogether;  but  the 
building  was  to  occupy  a  portion  of  the 
area  taken  up  by  the  old  buildings,  and,  of 
course,  these  old  buildings  had  to  be  pulled 
down,  and  it  is  not  usual  to  begin  in  the  inside 
of  a  building  to  pull  it  down:  you  must  go 
to  the  outside;  and  when  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  the  building  was  discovered  there  was 
80  much  pulled  down  that  it  could  not  be  re- 
placed. Sir,  after  all,  by  how  much  has  ths 
appropriation  for  this  work  been  exceeded? 
The  amount  expended  on  the  21st  June  was 
£8,466,  with  a  liability  of  £2,454,  making  a 
total  of  £10,920.  The  amount  authorised  wa^ 
£7,000,  and  the  amount  that  the  Government 
had  power  to  expend  upon  the  authority  of 
this  £7,000  was  £1,750,  which  makes  a  total  of 
£8,750.  Therefore  they  have  exceeded  the 
appropriation  by  £2,170.  That  is  a  paltry 
sum  to  form  the  subject  of  a  no-oonfidenoe 
motion,  as  it  has,  and  I  think  it  is  straining 
the  position  altogether  too  far  to  make  so 
much  of  the  question,  and  make  such  a 
bitter  attack  as  was  made  by  members  of  the 
Opposition  upon  the  Government  and  those 
supporting  the  Government  on  these  benches. 
Q  Q  Sir,  there  has  been  a  good  deal  said 
'  about  the  question  of  *'  spoils  to  the 
victors."  Now,  Sir,  surely  honourable  gentle- 
men do  not  realise  the  meaning  of  this  term? 
It  is  a  term  that  has  been  borrowed  from 
America,  and,  I  think,  it  should  have  been  left 
in  America.  I  do  not  think  it  should  find  a 
place  in  this  colony  at  all.  It  is  a  term  that 
has  originated  through  the  political  degradation 
that  has  often  occurred  in  some  of  the  muni- 
cipal Governments  of  the  United  States,  and 
it  expresses  nothing  but  blackness  and  rascality. 
It  does  not  apply  to  anything  that  has  been 
done  in  this  colony  by  this  Government,  or,  I 
believe,  by  any  other  Government  that  preceded 
it.  Sir,  we  know  that  in  America  when  the 
Government  goes  out  of  office  the  Civil  servants, 
or  the  larger  portion  of  them,  go  out  of  office 
with  the  Government,  and  their  places  are 
grabbed  up  by  the  successors  of  the  party  who 
have  gone  out.  That  is  one  phase  of  "  spoils 
to  the  victors."  Now,  this  Government  has  on 
many  occasions  given  appointments  to  those 
who  are  not  of  the  same  political  opinion 
as  themselves.  It  is  a  repeated  occurrence  in 
this  colony.  If  we  only  take  the  last  two 
appointments  made    to    the   Supreme   Coucfe 
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bench.  Who  can  say  either  of  these  goDilemen 
were  politiqal  sapporters  of  the  Govemmeot? 
They  were  not.  Take  the  oaee  of  Mr.  Justice 
Edwards.  This  gentleman  had  been  appointed 
by  the  previous  Qovemmenl»  bnt  the  appoint- 
ment was  proved  to  be  illegal.  He  oame  down 
from  the  Bench,  and  a  lawsuit  ensued,  and  he 
could  not  take  his  position  ;  but,  Sir,  what  did 
this  Government  do  when  an  opportunity 
occurred  ?  They  gave  him  the  position — and 
I  say  it  was  a  very  graceful  act — because  he 
was  well  qualified  to  fill  it,  and  not  because 
of  any  political  significance  at  all.  Sir,  there 
has  been  too  much  made  of  this  quention  of 
political  favouritism  and  **  spoils  to  the  victors.*' 
Now,  what  has  been  said  by  one  of  the  greatest 
political  figures  in  Europe  at  the  present  time  ? 
Sir,  when  Lord  Salisbury  places  one  of  his 
friends  or  a  troublesome  member  of  his  party  in 
a  snug  permanency  he  simply  pays  no  attention 
whatever  to  what  is  said  about  it.  To  any  one 
who  is  entitled  to  make  remarks  to  his  face 
about  his  appointee  he  says,  with  a  smile,  '*  I 
consider  him  likely  to  make  a  valuable  public 
servant,"  and  that  is  an  end  of  the  matter. 
Now,  Lord  Salisbury  is  a  man  who  is  a  great 
political  figure  in  tne  world,  and  there  is  no- 
thing brought  against  him  on  account  of  any 
appointment  he  has  made  in  the  same  way  as 
charges  are  brought  up  if  this  Government 
happens  to  appoint  one  who  does  not  think 
with  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite.  Sir, 
referring  to  the  Financial  Statement,  any  one 
who  listened  to  the  Hon.  Captain  Russell's  criti- 
cism on  the  Statement  would  feel  satisfied  with 
the  soundness  of  the  finances  of  the  colony,  and 
also  of  the  prosperity  and  general  condition  of 
the  colony,  because  that  gentleman  could  not 
discovery  anything  whereon  to  make  any 
damaging  references.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man spoke  with  very  great  courtesy— in  fact, 
courtesy  always  chsiracterizes  his  utterances — 
and  he  spoke  in  an  exceedingly  gentlemanly 
way  on  that  occasion.  And,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  a  keen  critic,  and  he 
has  a  happy  knack  of  criticizing  in  a  very 
inoffensive  manner,  and  he  is  not  slow  to  de- 
tect any  joint  in  the  political  armour  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  and,  Sir,  he  is  not  slow  to 
expose  any  inaccuracies  that  he  may  discover 
in  the  Financial  Statement;  but.  Sir,  what 
was  the  result  ?  The  result  was  that  he  could 
find  nothiog  at  all  to  attack,  nothing  to  form 
the  basis  of  a  want  of-confidence  motion  ;  and 
after  speaking  at  great  length,  and  very  elo- 
quently and  very  ingeniously,  upon  the  cele- 
brated and  historical  table  contained  in  the 
Budget,  and  the  bad  policy  of  having  a  large 
surplus,  the  honourable  gentleman  moved  the 
amendment  the  object  of  which  was  to  give 
effect  to  one  of  the  objects  of  the  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  of  Supply.  Sir,  that  amend- 
ment has  been  quoted,  it  has  been  crucified 
and  fiattened  out,  it  has  been  ridiculed  by  so 
many  members  that  I  shall  say  nothing  further 
about  it,  except  to  pay  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  moved  it  the  compliment  of  thinking 
that  he  vvas  not  the  author  of  it.  Sir,  I 
oongratulate  the  Colonial  Treasurer  upon  the 
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clear,  concise  Statement  that  he  has  placed  be-^ 
fore  this  House.  There  has  been  >no  jogglin^p 
of  the  figures,  no  mystification,  as  is  often  the 
case  in  these  annual  budgets.  Sir,  look  at  the 
summary  of  this  Statement.  What  could  be- 
more  clear?  And  these  figures  are  all  borne 
out  by  facts — by  the  tables  attached  to  the 
Statement  that  have  been  vouched  for  by  the 
officers  of  the  Government.  Summarised,  thef 
are  these :  The  result  of  the  transactions  of  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  financial  year 
ending  81st  March  last  can  be  set  down  thus  i 
Actual  receipts,  £5,079,220;  actual  expendi- 
ture, £4,912,872— that  is,  including  £300,OOa 
transferred  to  the  Public  Works  Account,  and 
also  £10,000  paid  for  the  cyanide  patents. 
This  leaves  a  balance  of  £106,000  odd.  Now,, 
add  the  balance  brought  down  at  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  year,  £354,286,  and  it  gives  us  the 
surplus  of  £521,144.  Now,  Sir,  who  can  say  that 
this  balance  of  £166,000  odd  is  too  mnohr 
Any  prudent  man,  no  matter  whether  he  be 
a  Colonial  Treasurer  or  a  banker  —  no  matter 
whether  it  be  a  financial  institution  or  a 
public  company — would  always  carry  forward 
a  reserve  fund  in  order  to  make  provision  for 
rainy  days,  and  in  order  that  equal  dividends- 
shall  be  paid  over  a  number  of  years.  They 
may  have  two  or  three  fat  years  in  any  basi- 
ness,  and  if  the  whole  of  the  accumulated 
profits  were  given  away  in  dividends,  and  two- 
or  three  bad  years  came  and  there  were  no- 
dividends,  but  losses  resulted,  what  would  the 
result  be  ?  The  chances  are  an  institution  of 
this  kind  would  have  to  go  into  liquidation. 
We  do  not  want  that  state  of  affairs  to  occur 
in  this  country.  I  say  it  is  always  a  prudent 
thing  to  have  a  surplus,  and  as  large  a  surplus 
as  you  can  in  reason  have,  so  that  you  may 
be  prepared  for  any  emergency  that  may 
arise.  Exception  has  been  taken  to  the  sys- 
tem of  transferring  such  large  sums  from  the- 
consolidated  revenue  to  the  Public  Works  Ac- 
count. I  take  this  to  be  a  fair  compromise 
between  those  who  are  known  as  borrowers  and 
those  who  are  non-borrowers.  There  are  some- 
who  think  borrowing  in  this  colony  should 
cease  altogether,  and  there  are  others  who 
would  go  in  largely  for  borrowing,  so  as  to  com- 
plete our  railways  and  public  works  generally. 
A  prudent  course  of  raising  a  portion  of  the 
money  we  require  from  taxation  and  a  portion 
from  loan  I  think  is  the  proper  system ;  and 
that  is  the  course  that  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Treasurer.  One  of  the  results  of  drawing  on 
the  consolidated  revenue  for  the  large  sum  of 
£1,800,000  during  the  present  Administration 
has  been  a  saving  of  nearly  £50,000  a  year  of 
interest  to  the  people  of  the  colony  for  all 
time.  That  is,  I  'think,  an  excellent  fea- 
ture, and  one  which  should  not  be  over- 
looked in  considering  this  question.  It  is 
impossible  to  do  justice  to  a  young  colony  and 
carry  on  a  progressive  public  •  works  policy 
without  some  aid  from  the  foreign  money  mar- 
ket. The  question  is  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
borrow  piecemeal,  or  whether  we  should  go  in 
for  a  policy  of  borrowing  a  large  amount  to 
complete  our  public  works  right  away.    There 
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Is  a  feeling  growing  up  in  the  colony  ihat 
money  should  be  borrowed  in  large  earns,  and 
I  think,  if  a  vote  of  the  people  of  the  oolony 
were  taken,  the  people  would  oertainly  declare 
themselves  in  favour  of  borrowing  a  large  sum 
of  money— three  millions  of  money  at  least — 
80  as  to  carry  on  our  public  works  in  a  more 
vigorous  way,  and  to  carry  them  to  completion. 
There  is  another  thing  which  should  not  be  lost 
light  of,  and  thai  is  the  cheapness  at  which 
money  can  be  raised  in  the  Old  Country  at  the 
present  time.  We  are  at  peace  now  with  other 
nations,  and  in  the  event  of  any  hostilities 
breaking  out  we  should  not  be  able  to  get 
money  at  anything  like  the  reasonable  rate 
we  could  get  it  now.  Take  the  Otago  Central 
Bailwav,  the  Midland  Railway,  and  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Line  :  how  can  these  lines 
be  completed  within  anything  like  a  reason- 
able time  unless  we  go  to  the  Old  Country  for 
money  ?  We  are  doing  something  every  year, 
but  the  work  that  is  being  done  now  will  be 
nearly  worn  out  before  the  -works  are  com- 
pleted if  we  go  on  at  this  slow  rate.  The  ques 
tion  of  making  tariff  concessions  on  Home 
goods  has  been  foreshadowed  in  the  Statement. 
I  think  that  is  a  question  that  we  shall  have  to 
postpone  for  some  time  to  come ;  but  I  must 
give  the  Premier  credit  for  bringing  the  matter 
before  the  House.  He  is  the  nrst  Premier  of 
those  who  met  in  London  who  has  brought 
this  question  before  Parliament. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  was  done  in  Canada 
long  ago. 

Mr.  £.  G.  ALLEN.->In  Canada  it  was  in 
force  before  the  Conference.  One  of  the  great 
objects  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  had  in  inviting  the  Premiers  to  the 
Old  Country  was  to  disouBs  how  he  could  ex- 
tend the  trade  of  the  Mother-country.  The 
policy  of  the  Home  Government  has  always 
been  to  extend  its  commerce  and  find  outlets 
for  its  manufactured  goods.  With  such. an 
example  set  by  the  Mother- country  in  the  way 
of  extending  commerce,  we  should  certainly 
endeavour  to  do  all  we  possibly  can  to  find 
markets  for  the  raw  products  of  our  soil.  We 
have  not  got  manufactured  goods — nor  shall  we 
ever  have  manufactured  goods — to  export  at 
a  profit  to  ourselves,  but  we  have  natural 
prtxluots  of  the  soil  In  large  quantities,  and 
we  shall  always  be  a  producing  country ;  and 
therefore  I  maintain  It  is  the  duty  of  every 
honourable  member  to  do  all  he  can  to  find 
markets  for  our  produce.  In  last  year's  Budget 
there  were  many  subjects  dealt  with  which  did 
not  bear  directly  on  finance.  One  of  those  was 
the  suggestion  to  open  up  communication  with 
other  countries  with  a  view  of  extending  our 
commerce.  I  think  it  was  wise  to  deal  with 
such  subjects  in  the  Financial  Statement.  It 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  colony  to 
deal  with  such  questions,  and  I  appreciate  that 
method  of  giving  knowledge.  The  honourable 
member  for  Mataura,  in  moving  the  Address  in 
Beply,  dwelt  at  length  on  the  question  of  ex- 
tending our  markets.  I  listened  with  great 
satisfaction  indeed  to  the  honourable  member. 
He  pointed  out  very  clearly  the  possibilities 


of  getting  markets  for  our  products  in  the  East» 
and,  Sir,  I  hope  the  Government  will  not  lose 
sight  of  the  suggestions  made  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  I  have  to  congratulate  the 
Minister  of  Lands  upon  having  set  up  a  Com- 
mittee to  report  on  the  extension  of  commerce. 
I  believe  much  good  will  be  done,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  the  Government  are 
alive  to  the  importance  of  this  question.  It 
is  the  most  vital  one  they  have  to  consider. 
Then,  the  beneficial  results  of  the  encourage- 
ment provided  by  the  Agricultural  Department 
have  been  very  great  indeed.  The  rapid  stride 
that  our  dairy  industry  has  made  is  one  of  the 
effects  of  this  Agricultural  Department,  and 
it  has  been  of  very  great  importance.  The 
value  of  our  exports  last  year  was  over 
£480,000,  and  since  the  year  1887  it  has  in- 
creased  by  over  600  per  cent.  Sir,  I  believe 
the  increase  will  go  on  faster  under  the  Bill 
that  is  now  about  to  be  introduced  by  the  Go- 
vernment. If  we  compare  the  condition  of 
our  dairy  farmers  now  with  what  it  was  before 
the  Dairying  Act  came  into  force,  what  do  we 
find?  Then  the  surplus  produce  of  butter 
they  had  over  and  above  what  was  required  for 
home  consumption  was  practically  useless  to 
them.  We  find  that  they  sent  their  butter  to 
the  merchants,  and  it  was  dumped  into  casks 
and  sent  awav  to  the  Old  Country,  and  they 
got  not  more  than  2d.  a  pound  as  a  return,  be- 
cause it  was  not  carefully  preserved,  and  it  was 
not  fit  for  ordinary  consumption.  Sir,  the 
effect  of  the  supervision  of  the  Government  on 
the  dairying  products  has  enabled  us  to  com- 
pete—  and  compete  successfully — with  the 
great  dairy-producing  countries  of  the  Old 
World:  Denmark,  Canada,  and  other  places. 
As  long  as  we  can  keep  up  the  quality  we  shall 
always  obtain  remunerative  prices  for  our  pro- 
ducts in  the  London  market.  I  think  thai 
Government  supervision  should  extend  to  all 
products,  not  only  butter  and  cheese,  but  also 
to  frozen  mutton,  frozen  beef,  rabbits,  and  even 
to  cereals.  I  think  nothing  should  be  allowed 
to  go  out  of  this  colony  but  what  is  of  good 
quality,  so  that  our  markets  will  always  be 
open  to  us  at  remunerative  prices  for  our  ex- 
ports. As  showing  the  great  advantage  of  the 
supervision  of  our  produce,  I  might  mention 
an  instance  that  occurred  at  the  freezing- 
works  in  Port  Chalmers  not  so  very  long  ago. 
A  consignor  sent  down  a  quantity  of  butter 
one  morning  to  be  shipped  by  a  steamer  that 
wsiS  going  away  in  the  afternoon,  and  he  was 
very  much  annoyed  because  the  regulations 
of  the  Government  would  not  allow  it  to  go 
away  until  it  had  been  two  days  in  the  cool- 
store  and  because  he  had  to  put  it  in  the  cool- 
score  and  have  it  examined.  This  consignment 
was  found  to  be  absolutely  bad  —  absolutely 
putrid.  Now,  only  for  the  rigid  conditions 
of  the  department  that  butter  would  have  gone 
away  and  it  would  have  injured  New  Zealand 
butter  in  the  Old  Country.  Then,  Sir,  the 
Minister  of  Lands  is  about  to  try  an  experi- 
ment in  the  manufacture  of  cheap  lime. 
Now,  that  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
Sir,  the  marvellous  effect  of  lime  upon  the 
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land  should  be  known  to  every  person  who 
/BDgages  in  agrioaltural  operations,  and  also 
to  every  member  of  this  House,  so'  that  its 
use  may  be  more  encouraged.  I  would 
refer  honourable  gentlemen— a  large  number 
of  them  here  are,  no  doubt,  acquainted  with 
the  Tokomairiro  district  in  the  South  Island — 
and  they  will  remember  that  a  few  years  ago 
ibis  district  was  one  of  the  most  barren  in  the 
South  Island.  It  was  overrun  vrith  weeds,  and 
it  was  very  nearly  useless  until  they  started 
the  lime-kilns  at  Milbum.  We  find  now  that 
the  use  of  lime  has  made  it  one  of  the  most 
prolific  districts  we  have  in  the  South.  Sir,  to 
show  what  is  being  done  there,  I  would  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  to  read  from  a  short 
lettor  I  have  from  a  gentleman  who  resides  in 
this  locality.    I  refer  to  Milton.    He  says  : — 

**  The  general  efieot  of  the  application  of 
lime  to  the  soils  of  Tokomairiro  has  been  to  at 
least  double  the  production  in  cereals  and  grasR, 
and,  although  lime  will  not  increase  the  weight 
of  roots  grown  to  the  same  extent,  the  quality 
is  much  better.  This  question  of  quality  enters 
into  everything  grown  on  lime  land.  Whether 
cereals,  grasses,  or  roots,  the  crops  grown  on 
lime  land  are  at  least  three  weeks  earlier  in 
ripening  than  those  on  unlimed  land.  In  fact, 
the  improvement  in  the  farms  here  is  so  great 
that  you  would  think  me  guilty  of  exaggera- 
tion if  I  told  you  the  results  some  have  ob- 
tained. Land  that  would  only  grow  from  thirty 
to  forty  bushels  of  oats  will  now  produce  forty 
to  sixty  bushels  of  wheat.  Land  that  only 
carried  three  sheep  to  the  acre,  and  nearly 
starved  them,  will  now  carry  from  eight  to  ten. 
One  farmer  had  a  paddock  of  wheat  thirty-five 
acres  in  extent,  the  produce  of  which  he  sold 
for  £441  7s.  This  farmer  and  another  I  know 
cleared  over  £1,000  on  their  farms  last  year, 
and  their  holdings  do  not  exceed  three  hundred 
acres  each." 

do  much,  Sir,  for  the  benefit  of  lime  on  the 
land.  Then,  the  Minister  for  Railways  is 
going  to  carry  lime  two  years  free  of  cost  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  miles,  when  it  is  intended 
for  agricultural  purposes.  Sir,  he  is  a  wise 
man ;  he  knows  perfectly  well  that  he  will  get 
every  year  for  ten  or  twelve  years  as  much  as 
the  department  will  lose  in  carrying  the  lime 
for  the  first  year.  And  I  will  go  further,  and 
suggest  that  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Hallways 
should  carry  all  artificial  manures  free  of  cost 
for  the  purpose  of  use  on  the  soil.    They  would 

3  SO  ^^^  ^  lojge  return,  and,  I  am  sure,  it 
'  would  be  a  very  profitable  thing  for  the 
railway  management  to  take  up.  It  has  been 
argued  by  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  that  the  railways  were  better 
managed  under  the  Commissioners  than  they  are 
under  the  Qovernment.  Now,  Sir,  I  take  ex> 
ception  to  that  altogether.  I  will  say  nothing 
derogatory  to  the  gentlemen  who  managed  the 
railways— far  from  it ;  but  I  say  they  are  bettor 
managed  now  than  they  were  in  those  days. 
But,  whether  they  were  or  whether  they  were 
not  better  controlled,  the  principle  is  utterly 
wrong  to  relegate  the  control  of  our  railways 
to  irresponsible  people  —  railways  that  have 
Mr.  E.  O.  AllM 


cost  the  colony  nearly  sixteen  millioDB.  For 
the  colony  not  to  have  control  over  these  rail- 
ways, I  sav,  is  a  very  wrong  and  ytoious  prin- 
ciple. It  has  been  said  in  this  chamber  that 
the  amount  spent  by  the  Oommissioners  in 
maintenance  was  small  compared  with  that 
spent  by  the  Government.  Does  not  that  cir- 
cumstance prove  that  the  railways  were  starved 
during  the  time  they  were  under  the  control 
of  the  Commissioners?  And,  being  starved, 
the  extra  cost  of  putting  them  in  proper 
working  order  fell  upon  the  Minister  for  Bail- 
ways.  That  is  what  it  proves  to  my  mind. 
^Then,  Sir,  there  was  a  comparison  made 
'between  the  New  Zealand  railways  and  the  New 
South  Wales  railways.  It  was  stated  that  the 
New  South  Wales  railways  paid  £3  ISs.  Id. 

f>er  cent,  on  the  total  cost,  while  the  New  Zea> 
and  railways  only  paid  £3  4s.  lid.  Well,  Sir, 
this  is  only  lis.  per  £100  more  than  what  was 
paid  by  the  New  Zealand  railways.  But  the 
comparison  is  al  together  un  fair.  In  New  South 
Wales  they  have  practically  only  one  centre. 
They  have  not  the  water-carriage  to  compete 
with  that  we  have  in  New  Zealand ;  and  more- 
over they  have  a  large  traffic  with  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies — with  Queensland  on  the  one 
hand  and  with  Victoria  on  the  other;  and, 
after  all,  the  difference  in  earning  has  not  been 
so  great.  The  New  Zealand  railways  paid  a 
larger  interest  on  the  capital  cost  than  did 
those  of  any  other  colony  in  Australasia  ex- 
cepting New  South  Wales,  and  that  says  a 
great  deal  for  the  productiveness  and  manage- 
ment of  the  New  Zealand  railways.  Sir, 
it  has  been  said  that  the  railway  revenue 
for  the  current  year  has  been  under-esti- 
mated. Now,  I  think  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways and  the  officers  of  his  department  are 
certainly  the  best  judges  on  that  point.  A 
heavy  strain  will  be  made  on  the  railways 
during  this  current  year.  It  has  been  an- 
nounced in  the  Railways  Statement  that  the 
Minister  proposes  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
platelayers  by  6d.  a  day.  It  is  also  mentioned 
that  lime  for  agricultural  purposes  will  be 
carried  free  of  cost.  These  are  items  that  will 
absorb  a  good  deal  of  the  revenue,  and  in  the 
latter  portion  of  last  year  there  were  large 
additions  to  the  revenue  from  the  fact  that 
large  quantities  of  grain  had  to  be  railed  from 
Southland  to  Canterbury,  and  large  numbers  of 
stock  had  to  be  railed  from  Canterbury  to 
Southland.  That  increased  the  revenue  con- 
siderably, and  therefore  the  Minister  is  per- 
fectly justified  in  not  estimating  too  liberally 
the  revenue  for  the  current  year.  Then,  Sir, 
there  are  the  alterations  to  the  lines.  I  had 
the  honour  to  present  two  petitions  to  this 
House  from  Otago,  praying  that  the  Dunedin 
and  Port  Chalmers  line  be  straightened  and 
duplicated.  Now,  this  is  a  very  important  and 
a  national  work,  and  one  that  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  and  given  effect  to  without 
any  delay.  This  line  was  made  by  private 
persons  some  twenty-four  years  ago,  and  it  was 
made  in  the  most  expensive  way  it  could  be 
made.  It  runs  along  the  side  of  the  harbour, 
follows  along  the  bays  and  promontories,  and 
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iBvhere  there  is  a  hill  to  surmoant  there  is  a 
heavy  grade  to  go  over.  The  line  was  not  made 
by  the  Government.  It  was  made  in  a  slipshod 
manner.  Well,  one  of  the  great  reasons  why 
^he  State  should  alter  this  line  is  this :  Near 
Sawyer's  Bay  there  is  a  very  steep  grade,  and 
it  is  the  only  grade  of  any  consequence  between 
Port  Chalmers  and  Dunedin,  and  on  account 
of  this  steep  grade  I  tell  the  House  the  rail- 
way authorities  at  Port  Chalmers  have  had  to 
regulate  the  train-loads  of  goods  for  twenty- 
four  years  to  a  quarter  of  what  the  traius 
would  carry  if  that  grade  did  not  exist. 
Now,  it  becomes  a  very  important  question, 
and  I  hope  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  is 
paying  strict  attention  to  what  I  am  saying. 
The  traffic  on  this  line  is  a  growing  one.  Last 
year  it  amounted  to  £20,000 ;  and  it  is  not  only 
that  the  line  connects  the  port  with  the  town, 
but  it  carries  the  traffic  of  the  great  northern 
line  to  Dunedin,  which  joins  on  to  this  line  at 
Sawyer*B  Bay,  so  it  has  got  a  double  amount  of 
traffic  to  carry.  If  this  line  were  straightened 
and  duplicated  it  would  do  a  great  deal  to  pro- 
mote settlement.  There  would  be  a  large 
revenue  accruing  to  the  Government  through 
the  people  who  would  settle  on  the  shores  of 
the  bay  if  this  line  were  altered.  There  would 
be  many  dangers  to  life  and  limb  obviated. 
It  has  been  found  necessary  to  deal  with 
the  Lyttelton-Christchurch  line  by  duplicating 
it,  and  I  hope  for  the  same  reason  this 
line  also  will  be  attended  to.  It  has  also 
been  found  necessary  to  at  once  duplicate  the 
line  from  Dunedin  to  Mosgiel.  There  the 
trskffic  is  so  great  that  it  can  barely  be  over- 
taken at  the  present  time,  and  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  from  a  departmental  point  of  view 
that  this  should  be  attended  to  and  duplicated. 
The  Minister  recognises  the  necessity  of  re- 
ducing grades  and  making  aiterations  to  lines 
in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  I  hope  ho  will 
ask  this  House  to  provide  him  with  sufficient 
money  to  carry  out  these  works  as  expedi- 
tiously as  he  can,  and  I  think  one  of  the  first 
things  to  be  done  would  be  to  duplicate  and 
straighten  the  line  from  Port  Chalmers  to 
Dunedin.  This  matter  has  been  taken  up 
very  largely  by  all  the  local  bodies.  I  have 
here  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  in  Dunedin, 
and  signed  by  E.  B.  Cargill,  Mayor  of  that 
city  :— 

<*  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing copy  of  a  resolution  which  was  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Danedin  City  and  Suburban 
Municipal  Councils,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Otago  Central  Railway  League,  and  the 
public,  together  with  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  this  district,  held  in  the 
Town  Hall,  Danedin,  on  Monday,  the  20bh 
instant — viz.:  *  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting  it  is  desirable  that  immediate  steps 
be  taken  to  have  the  present  existing  line  of 
railway  from  Dunedin  to  Port  Chalmers  doubled 
as  far  as  Sawyer's  Bay,  and  the  present  line 
straightened  in  such  places  as  might  be  found 
necessary  or  expedient,  also  to  provide  the 
necessary  increase  in  the  rolling-stock  to  meet 
the  increasing  demands  of  the  railway  trade.* " 


It  is  a  burning  question,  and,  I  hope,  will  be 
attended  to  before  long.  In  my  district  the 
fishing  industry  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent, 
and  that  industry  specially  is  suffering  greatly 
on  account  of  the  hardships  in  the  Fisheries 
Act  of  1894  as  applied  to  migratory  fish,  and 
also  on  account  of  the  confiscation  clauses.  I 
have  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  a 
fisherman  which  appeared  in  the  Otago  Daily 
Tifnes.    It  is  as  follows : — 

«' Ask  Messrs.  E.  G.  Allen,  J.  A.  Millar,  and 
James  Mills,  the  present  and  former  members 
for  Port  Chalmers,  who  have  come  in  contact 
with  the  fishermen,  and  they  will  tell  you  that 
the  genuine  bond  fide  fishermen,  who  have  to 
earn  their  living  by  what  they  can  catch,  con- 
sider themselves  done  a  great  injustice  by  this 
same  Act. 

''In  no  part  of  the' civilised  world  are  the 
restrictions  aud  provisions  so  hartih  and  unjust 
as  those  of  the  present  *  Sea- fisheries  Act, 
1894.'  In  Great  Britain,  where  I  served  my 
apprenticeship  for  seven  years  trawling  in  the 
North  Sea,  and  where  thousands  of  fish  are 
taken  daily  for  every  one  here,  and  where  a 
thousand  men  are  employed  for  every  one 
here — and  this  destruction  of  fish-life  has  been 
going  on  for  years  before  New  Zealand  was 
discovered — they  have  no  restrictive  legisla- 
tion in  connection  with  sea-fisheries.  They 
had  up  to  1863,  but  since  that  (in  consequence 
of  the  report  of  a  Royal  Commission,  after  a 
most  exhaustive  inquiry)  the  British  Govern- 
ment at  last  did  justice  to  a  hard-working  class 
of  men  and  a  great  industry  by  removing  these 
laws  from  their  statute-book.  The  following 
season  more  men  and  more  capital  were  em- 
ployed, and  a  considerably  greater  quantity  of 
fish  were  caught,  and  this  increase  has  been 
going  on  yearly  since. 

"  To  state  that  in  a  new  country  like  this,  with 
only  five  hundred  odd  fishermen  daily  following 
their  vocation,  and  with  over  five  thousand  miles 
frontage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  it  is  necessary 
to  legislate  in  order  to  control  the  fish  that 
may  be  caught,  when  the  same  Pacific  Ocean 
is  teeming  with  voracious  fish,  such  as  shark, 
dogfish,  skate,  groper,  barraoouta,  red-cod,  and 
numerous  others,  and  when  a  single  fish  of 
either  of  this  variety  destroys  more  in  twelve 
months  than  the  five  hundred  odd  fishermen 
do  in  the  same  time,  is  certainly  starting  at 
the  wrong  end." 

I  hope  the  Minister  of  Marine  will  give  this 
matter  his  attention,  and  I  believe  he  will, 
because  this  Government  is  always  ready  to 
legislate  for  the  people's  welfare.  I  have  en- 
croached upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
at  greater  length  than  I  intended.  I  will  con- 
clude my  remarks  by  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  legislation  of  this  Government  still 
meets  with  the  approval  of  the  people  of  this 
colony.  I  believe,  Sir,  the  Government  is 
stronger  now  than  it  was  two  years  ago ;  and 
why  so?  Because  the  Government  has  the 
interest  of  the  country  at  heart,  because  it 
recognises  its  duty  to  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, and  gives  hope  and  encouragement 
to  the  producers  on  the  soil,  and  it  has  takaa 
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ft  special  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  workers 
of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  (Eden).— Sir,  on  rising  to 
tpeiJc  on  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee 
of  Supply,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  go  into 
the  details  of  the  Financial  Statement.  The 
details  of  the  Statement  have  been  very  well 
explained  and  exploded  by  honourable  mem- 
bers who  have  preceded  me  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  Public  Accounts  of  the  colony  as  presented 
to  this  House  are  a  political  fraud.  The  Pre- 
mier, in  the  matter  of  manipulating  the  Public 
Accounts,  is  an  artist ;  he  is  thoroughly  well 
up  in  the  art  of  legerdemain,  consequently  he 
can  make  his  figures  face  any  way.  First  of 
$X\t  he  understands  the  art  of  under- estimating 
his  revenue  and  over-estimating  his  expendi- 
ture, and  thereby  manufacturing  a  surplus. 
That  must  be  patent  to  every  intelligent  mem- 
ber. I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
gard to  the  library  expenditure ;  I  have  not 
said  anything  on  this  subject  on  the  Address 
in  Reply,  and  take  this  opportunity  of  doing  so. 
Honourable  members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
were  taunted  with  the  amendment  on  that 
subject  as  being  such  a  small  matter  to  base  a 
want-of-confidence  motion  on.  But  there  is  a 
great  principle  involved  in  that  expenditure. 
The  question  is  not  whether  the  present  ex- 
penditure is  justified  or  not ;  it  is  a  question 
of  trampling  on  the  liberties  of  the  people  as 
represented  in  Parliament.  We  are  told  re- 
peatedly the  present  Qovemment  are  a  Go- 
vernment by  the  people  and  for  the  people ; 
but  one  of  the  audacious  things  they  do  is  to 
trample  on  the  liberties  of  the  people.  I  say 
their  professed  regard  for  the  will  of  the  people 
is  simply  moonshine.  We  had  last  session  a 
direct  vote  of  £7,000  asked  by  the  Government 
as  sufficient  for  this  library ;  and  what  do  we 
find  ?  We  find— and  I  repeat  what  the  Premier 
himself  said — that  he  has  committed  the  colony 
to  an  expenditure  of  £40,000. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  said  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  BOLLARD.— He  is  reported  to  have 
said  so  in  laying  the  foundation-stone,  and  he 
said  also  money  was  no  object.  Of  course,  I 
suppose  we  shall  be  told  the  Premier  has  been 
mifreported,  as  we  always  hear  when  he  says 
something  he  wishes  to  deny.  And  this,  for- 
sooth, is  the  amendment  that  is  ridiculed  by 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House  as  one  of  such 
small  moment  that  it  was  unworthy  of  us  to 
move  it  in  condemnation  of  the  extravagance 
and  unconstitutional  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  respect.  Why,  no  greater  prin- 
ciple can  be  involved  than  that  of  trampling 
upon  the  liberties  of  Parliament  by  spending 
money  without  the  authority  of  Parliament. 
We  have  only  to  look  back  into  history,  and 
what  do  we  find  ?  We  find  that  kings  have  lost 
their  crowns  and  statesmen  their  heads  for 
doing  the  same  thing  ;  and  yet  we  are  told  it 
is  a  matter  of  no  consequence— this  trampling 
on  the  liberties  of  the  people.  There  is  your 
boasted  Liberalism !  Away  with  it  t  It  is 
only  Seddonism.  The  true  Liberals  are  on  this 
Bide  of  the  House— men  who  are  determined  to 
Afr.  S,  G,  AlUn 


uphold  the  liberties  of  the  people  as  represented 
in  Parliament.  We  cannot  be  told,  as  was  said 
by  the  Premier  yesterday  to  the  representative*- 
of  counties,  that  this  House  does  not  repre- 
sent the  people.  Surely  the  franchise  is  large 
enough  now,  in  all  conscience.  Then,  again,  the 
Premier  tramples  on  the  liberties  of  the  people 
by  refusing  to  give  any  information  to  thia 
House.  We  have  not  yet  got  the  statement 
of  the  travelling-allowances  of  the  Government. 
I  believe  it  has  not  been  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House— I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  oor- 
rectly  informed  or  not  —  for  the  last  three 
years ;  at  any  rate,  it  has  not  been  laid  on 
the  table  since  I  have  been  a  member.  It 
may  be  £3.000  a  year,  or  £20,000,  for  all  that 
we  know,  oeoause  it  is  taken  out  of  contin- 
gencies and  miscellaneous  expenditure.  la 
that  Liberalism,  to  refuse  to  lay  such  informa- 
tion on  the  table  of  the  House?  Then,  w» 
have  not  got  the  information  asked  for  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin.  He  asked 
for  a    return  showing  the  expenditure  upon 

?ublic  works  in  each  electorate  of  the  oolony. 
venture  to  say  that  they  dare  not  lay  that 
information  on  the  table,  because  it  would 
show  a  system  of  political  bribery  by  the  Go- 
vernment. With  a  few  exceptions  it  would  be 
found,  if  that  statement  was  laid  on  the  tabla» 
that  by  far  the  largest  expenditure  has  gone 
into  the  districts  of  members  who  support  the 
Government.  There  may  be  a  few  exceptional 
just  as  in  the  case  of  appointments  a  few  ex- 
ceptions are  made.  Now  and  again  an  ap- 
pointment is  made  of  people  suppotting  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House,  in  order  that 
the  Government  may  be  able  to  point  to  that  ap- 
pointment and  ask,  '*  Is  that  a  man  of  the  *  right 
oolour  ?  * "  Why,  they  have  even  gone  further 
than  that.  Men  have  come  to  me  and  asked  for 
a  recommendation  for  an  appointment,  and  I 
have  said,  "  What  is  the  good  of  my  giving  yon 
a  recommendation  ?  The  Government  will  talce 
no  notice  of  any  recommendation  that  I  may 
make."  **  Well,"  they  have  replied,  "  it  is  this 
way:  We  have  been  promised  the  appoint- 
ment, but  we  were  told  to  get  a  few  members 
of  the  Opposition  to  recommend  it,  so  that,  if 
the  appointment  is  challenged  in  the  House  or 
out  of  the  House,  they  will  be  able  to  say,  *  The 
members  of  the  Opposition  recommended  this 
man  for  the  appointment.' "  Now,  let  us  take 
the  Audit  Department.  I  have  always  under- 
stood that  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General 
puts  his  foot  down  on  the  SOth  June,  and 
refuses  to  allow  one  shilling  to  be  paid  from 
the  Treasury  until  it  is  voted  by  the  House ; 
but  we  find  the  Premier,  by  Order  in  Council, 
can  override  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General,  and  still  trample  on  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  This  is  all  Liberalism,  genilemen ;  this 
is  all  LiberaliBm— all  done  under  the  name  of 
Liberalism.  When  it  suits  the  purpose  of  the 
Premier  to  expend  money  he  gets  it  and  spends 
it  without  the  consent  of  Parliament  orwithout 
any  vote  of  this  House  ;  but,  when  it  does  not 
suit  him  to  expend  money,  he  draws  our  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  it  has  not  been  voted  by 
the  House.    This  question  of  the  Governor  in 
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Ctoonoil.has  been  brought  into  promineooe 
during  the  administration  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment: Every  Act  that  is  passed  by  this 
Hoase  is  to  some  extent  regalated  or  dominated 
by  Orders  in  Counoil,  so  that  day  after  day 
and  session  after  session  we  find  that  the 
liberties  of  the  people  are  being  done  away  with. 
And  all  under  the  name  of  Liberalism  t  Now, 
there  is  one  matter  in  connection  with  the  Public 
Accounts  that  the  Premier,  notwithstanding 
that  he  understands  legerdemain  and  the  manu- 
facturing of  his  accounts,  has  not  been  able  to 
conceal  from  the  people  of  this  colony — that  he 
has  added  to  the  public  debt  during  his  admini- 
stration seven  millions  of  money,  and  pledged 
the  credit  of  the  colony  for  five  millions  more. 
And  this  is  the  Government  that  took  office 
with  the  pledge  that  they  would  be  self-reliant 
and  non-borrowing.  There  has  never  been  a 
time  in  the  history  of  the  colony  when  so  little 
has  been  done  in  the  matter  of  public  works 
with  an  expenditure  of  seven  millions  of 
money.  A  few  thousands  have  been  spent  on 
this  mlway  and  a  few  thousands  on  tbat,  a 
road  here  and  a  bridge  there,  but  there  has 
been  enormous  extravagance  in  the  cost  of  ad- 
ministration. That,  I  think,  is  patent  to  every 
unprejudiced  man.  The  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  this  colony  has  been  increased  in  cost 
to  an  enormous  extent.  We  have  Inspectors 
here  and  Inspectors  there,  and  the  greatest  in- 
genuity displayed  in  finding  billets  for  friends, 
so  that  the  place  swarms  with  Inspectors,  and 
the  greater  number  of  them  only  harass  the 
people  for  no  useful  purpose.v  We  have,  as  I 
have  said,  the  place  swarming  with  Inspectors, 
and  billets  manufactured  for  the  friends  of  the 
Government.  It  begins  with  an  Inspector  of 
ducks  and  drakes,  and  it  goes  up  to  a  State  his- 
torian. Why,  Sir,  it  must  be  evident  to  every 
thinking  man  that  the  Government  would  not 
remain  on  those  benches  six  months  if  it  were 
not  for  the  system  of  political  bribery  and  this 
borrowing  of  money  which  keeps  them  in  office. 
Self-reliance,  indeed  1  I  would  like  to  see  how 
long  they  would  remain  in  office  if  they  were 
dependent  solely  on  the  revenue  of  the  colony. 
They  have  managed,  as  I  have  seud,  one  way 
and  another  to  have  more  than  a  million  a  year 
of  borrowed  money  at  their  disposal,  and  yet  we 
hoar  about  surpluses.  And  then.  Sir,  the  Pre- 
mier has  the  audacity  to  come  before  this  House 
and,  with  his  usual  dissimulation,  recommend 
economy  and  condemn  extravagant  borrowing. 
.Q  Why,  Sir,  it  reminds  one  of  the  old 
proverb  of  the  devil  reproving  sin. 
Now,  I  should  like  to  say  a  little  about  the 
management  of  the  railways,  and  in  speaking 
of  tbat  I  will  give  the  Hon.  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  railways  credit  for  being  an 
honest  man  and  an  honest  politician — and 
that  is  saying  a  good  deal  for  a  member  on 
that  side  of  the  House.  If  the  management 
of  the  railways  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Minister  who  was  supposed  to  manage  them 
I  believe  it  would  be  very  much  better ;  but  it 
Is  well  known  to  every  unprejudiced  man  in 
this  House  that  he  is  dominated  by  the  Pre- 
mier, and  especially  in  the  matter  of  keeping 


the  accounts.  What  do  we  find  in  the  matter 
of  the  manipulation  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure in  connection  with  the  railways? 
We  find  that  the  Minister  asked  for  and  re- 
ceived last  year  £200,000  to  put  the  rail- 
ways  in  order,  and  he  wants  £200,000  this 
year  to  put  them  in  order— £400,000  to  be  added 
to  the  capital  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining, 
our  railways,  and  all  this  in  two  years.  We  iJi 
admit  there  has  been  an  increase  in  traffic  ;. 
but  will  any  sane  man  say  it  is  a  fair  expendi^ 
ture  to  add  to  the  capital  of  our  railways 
£400,000  in  two  years  for  extra  rolling-stock  T 
And  see  how  contradictory  the  statement  is. 
Notwithstanding  this  enormous  traffic,  for 
which  he  asks  £400,000,  yet  the  estimated  re- 
ceipts from  the  railways  are  put  down  at  £500* 
less  than  last  year.  How  can  you  reconcile 
one  statement  with  the  other  ?  It  is  impossible. 
If  there  is  an  enormous  traffic  requiring  the 
expenditure  of  £400,000  in  two  years  to  keep> 
pace  with  it,  why  are  the  receipts,  according  tO' 
the  Financial  Statement,  to  be  £500  less  tbis- 
year  than  last  year?  Sir,  it  is  impossible  to- 
reconcile  the  two  statements.  And  this  in  the 
face  of  the  fact,  by  the  way,  that  the  Traffio 
Managers  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 
other  consider  and  report  that  there  will 
be  an  increase  of  10  per  cent,  all  round.  It  is- 
another  case  of  under- estimating  revenue  and 
over-estimating  expenditure  for  a  surplus.  It 
is  another  case  to  show  how  much  better  the 
management  of  the  railways  is  under « the 
Government,  and  how  great  a  percentage  can 
be  paid  upon  the  cost  of  construction.  It  ia 
simply  a  method  of  manipulating  accounte 
in  order  to  deceive  the  people  and  show  the 
earnings  at  S^  per  cent.  Ii  the  amount  re- 
quired to  keep  the  railways  in  order  is  taken 
out  of  revenue,  as  it  ought  to  be,  then  I 
contend  that  the  percentage  earned  by  the 
railways  would  be  less  now  than  it  was  under  the 
Commissioners.  We  were  told  by  the  honour* 
able  member  who  has  just  sat  down  that  during 
the  rigime  of  the  Bulway  Oommissioners  the 
railways  were  starved.  Who  starved  them  ?  The 
Government.  Gould  the  Railway  Commissioners 
come  to  this  House  and  get  £200,000  one  year^ 
and  another  £200,000  the  next  year.  No,  Sir. 
The  only  way  the  Government  could  punish  the 
Railway  Commissioners  was  by  starving  the 
railways  in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to^ 
show  how  much  better  their  management  was 
than  the  Commissioners.  This  sort  of  thing 
can  be  seen  almost  by  a  blind  man.  Then,  Sir,. 
we  are  to  have  the  railway  workmen's  pay 
increased  by  fid.  per  day.  Now,  I  never  find- 
fault  with  a  man  getting  good  wages,  and  in 
the  district  where  I  have  lived  for  over  thirty 
years  it  is  well  known  that  I  have  alwaya 
paid  the  highest  wages  in  the  district,  and 
on  some  occasions  I  have  got  myself  into 
discredit  with  my  neighbours  because  I  paid 
higher  wages  than  they  did.  Therefore  it 
cannot  be  said  of  me  that  I  endeavoured  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  workmen's  wages.  But  I 
say  there  is  nothing  to  warrant  this  increase 
on  the  railways.  It  is  done  for  political  pur^ 
poses. 
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*   An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — You  know  nothing  aboat 
it. 

Mi.  BOLLARD.--I  flatter  myself  that  I  do. 
When  yon  compare  the  rates  of  wages  given  to 
railway  employes  with  those  given  by  private 
individuals,  1  say  the  railway  employes  have  a 
iiappy  time  of  it.  Take  a  man,  for  instanoe, 
working  for  a  builder,  earning  Ss.,  98.,  or  lOs.  a 
<day,  and  he  may  not  be  earning  more  than 
£1  4s.  or  £1  58.  a  week  very  often,  because  of 
tJie  weather.  But  there  is  no  stoppage  of  pay 
with  the  railway  employes ;  their  pay  goeB  on 
wet  or  dry,  and  they  are  muoh  better  off  than 
men  who  are  only  pud  ib  fine  weather.  It  is 
the  political  aspect  of  the, question  that  annoys 
me.  You  have  got  to  look  round  and  ask  your- 
self, have  the  private  employers  of  the  colony 
raised  the  rate  of  pay  of  their  employes?  Is  the 
colony  so  prosperous,  is  the  price  of  produce  so 
improved,  that  farmers  can  afford  to  pay  a  higher 
rate  of  wages  ?  No,  it  is  not.  The  Government 
of  this  country,  by  the  manipulation  of  the 
labour-market  for  electioneering  purposes,  have 
demoralised  the  working-men  of  this  country. 
They  have  set  up  their  co-operative  works,  and 
«o  long  as  the^  carry  on  these  co-operative 
works  there  will  be  any  amount  of  men  un- 
employed. And  why?  Because  these  men  are 
leaving  their  ordinary  occupations  with  pri- 
vate employers,  and  are  going  into  the  ranks 
•of  the  unemployed  in  order  to  get  better 
wages  on  the  co-operative  works.  And  that  is 
the^sort  of  thing  (hat  goes  on  for  political 
motives.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  Railways  Depart- 
ment or  the  co-operative  labourers  only  that 
are  manipulated  in  this  way  for  electioneer- 
ing purposes.  It  is  every  department  in  the 
publip  service.  There  were  a  number  of  touts 
going  round  amongst  the  railway-men  at  the 
last  election  and  telling  them  not  to  be  foolish 
enough  to  vote  against  the  Government  candi- 
dates, because  the  Government  had  a  means 
of  finding  out  how  they  voted,  and  that  they 
would  suffer  for  it.  Of  course,  we  know  that 
the  Government  had  not  the  means  of  find- 
ing out  how  they  voted ;  but  many  men  did 
not  reason  the  matter  out  for  themselves,  and 
they  voted  for  the  Government  candidate,  many 
of  them  against  their  conscience.  Then,  let  us 
take  the  question  of  the  safety  of  our  railways 
as  compared  with  the  Oommissioners'  manage- 
ment. Look  at  the  number  of  people  killed 
and  injured  last  yeax — seventeen  killed,  and 
three  hundred  injured.  The  number  was  nearly 
double  what  it  was  formerly  under  the  Com- 
missioners. Last  year,  on  a  branch  of  the 
Auckland  lines — on  the  Eaipara  Railway— an 
unfortunate  man  was  killed  on  the  engine,  the 
accident  being  caused  by  what  was  said  to  be  a 
buckling  of  the  rails.  Well,  it  is  quite  true  the 
rails  did  buckle,  but  what  was  the  cause  ?  The 
cause  was  owing  to  that  particular  part  of  the 
line  being  starved  for  ballast.  An  inquiry  was 
eet  up  by  the  Minister,  but  who  inquired  into 
it  ?  Railway  employes.  Oould  you  expect 
that  they  would  bring  in  an  adverse  report 
about  the  railways  to  the  Minister?  Why, 
w3ir,  I  myself  sat  on  an  arbitration  oaee, 
-where    a    man    had  his  orchard    burned    by 


sparks  from  the  locomotive.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  arbitration,  and  I  appeared  as 
arbitrator  for  the  claimant.  Amongst  other 
witnesseB  brought  forward  on  that  oooasion 
was  the  Inspector  of  Permanent-way,  and  I 
asked  l^im  a  question.  I  asked  him  if  it  was 
not  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  that  when 
locomotives  went  up  steep  gradients  they 
emitted  sparks  which  sometimes  set  fire  to  the 
grass  on  both  side  of  the  line?  He  said  he 
knew  notliing  about  it ;  and  I  said  after  that 
answer  I  need  not  ask  him  any  further  qnes* 
tions.  You  cannot  expect  an  employ^  of  the 
Government  to  give  evidence  against  the  Go- 
vernment management.  We  had  several  rail- 
way accidents  last  year  through  the  buckling  of 
the  rails,  and  we  were  told  that  it  was  not 
through  want  of  ballast  but  through  the  heat 
that  the  accidents  took  place.  It  is  very  signifi- 
cant, however,  (hat  there  was  a  want  of  baliast 
on  those  particular  portions  of  the  line,  for  the 
parts  were  ballasted  immediately  afterwards. 
This  is  the  way  we  manage  to  get  a  big  percent- 
age on  our  railways— by  risking  the  lives  of  the 
people  who  travel  by  rail.  We  do  this  in  order 
to  show  a  big  percentage  on  the  cost  of  oon- 
struction,  and  then  ask  for  a  grant  of  £200,000 
a  year  to  put  them  in  order.  Now,  I  would  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  Main  Trunk  Rail- 
way. That  railway  is  in  a  different  position  to 
other  lines— for  instanoe,  the  Midland  Rail- 
way and  the  Otago  Central.  A  sum  of  money 
was  borrowed  and  ear-marked  for  the  North 
Island  trunk  line  ;  but  a  large  portion  of  that 
money  has  been  spent  elsewhere.  Supposing 
a  public  body  was  to  raise  money  for  a  special 
purpose,  and  that  if  they  were  to  devote  a  por- 
tion of  that  money  to  another  purpose,  tiiat 
would  be  considered  misappropriation,  and  the 
local  body  would  be  called  upon  to  make 
the  money  good.  The  honourable  memt>er 
for  Auckland  City,  Mr.  Holland,  has  in- 
troduced a  Bill  this  year  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rectifying  a  mistake  made  in  bor- 
rowing money  by  the  Arch  Hill  Road  Board. 
Tiiey  borrowed  a  sum  of  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  waterworks,  and,  in  ad- 
vertising the  purposes  for  which  the  money 
was  required,  they  forgot  to  mention  that  a 
portion  of  it  would  be  required  for  fire^p- 
pliances.  They  have  found  they  cannot  spend 
any  of  the  money  in  that  way,  and  they  are 
now  applying  for  power  to  do^so.  But  we  find 
the  Government  are  setting  aside  the  law,  and 
spending  public  moneys  without  the  authority 
of  Parliament — devoting  money  to  other  pur- 
poses than  that  for  which  it  was  originally 
raised.  The  Premier  said  only  a  few  days  ago : 
"We  are  constructing  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway,  the  Otago  Central,  and  the  Midland 
Railway.**  Since  then  I  notice  in  the  public 
Press  that  the  Cabinet  met  in  solemn  conclave 
and  voted  the  sum  of  £700  for  the  construotion 
of  the  Main  Trunk  line.  The  estimated  oost  of 
that  line  is  a  million  and  a  quarter,  and  yet 
the  Government  at  a  Cabinet  meeting  had  the 
magnanimity  to  vote  the  su^a  of  £700  for  the 
line.  That  is  what  the  Premier  calls  carrying 
on  the  construction  of  the  line.    If  all  the 
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Auckland  members  were  of  the  aame  opinion 
A8  I  am  they  would  soon  oanse  the  oonstnic- 
tion  of  this  railway.  There  are  enough  Auck- 
land members  supporting  the  Gk>vemment  who 
if  they  went  to  the  Premier  and  said,  *'  We 
want  this  Main  Trunk  Railway  made  ;  money 
has  been  raised  for  it,  but  it  has  been  devoted 
toother  purposes;  but  if  you  do  not  make  it 
we  cannot  see  our  way  clear  to  support  you 
any  longer" — that  would  very  soon  bring  the 
Premier  to  his  kness.  If  the  Auckland  mem- 
bers supporting  the  Gk>vernment  took  that  stand 
they  would  be  able  to  turn  out  the  Government 
or  make  them  construct  the  Main  Trunk  Rail- 
way. When  these  members  go  back  to  Auck- 
lack  they  will  go  to  public  meetings,  and  will 
show  a  grand  front,  and  will  say,  **  We  want 
this  line  constructed,  and  the  Government 
must  do  it;  we  will  make  them  do  it."  They 
have  the  power  now  to  force  the  Government 
to  construct  the  line,  hue  they  have  not  got  the 
moral  courage  to  do  so.  Those  honourable 
members  practically  take  no  part  in  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  House ;  they  are  most  of  their  time 
absent  from  this  chamber.  When  the  division- 
bell  rings  they  follow  the  Premier  into  the 
lobby  like  a  flock  of  sheep  following  a  bell- 
wether.' But  when  they  go  back  to  Auckland 
they  talk  and  talk ;  but,  let  me  catch  them 
going  to  public  meetings  and  talking  about  the 
oonstruction  of  this  railway  line !  We  hear  a 
great  deal  of  talk  about  this  railway  line  at 
meetings  of  the  Obamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Liberal  League,  and  the  Liberal  Association, 
and  I  almost  forgot.  Sir,  we  have  two  Ministers 
from  Auckland  on  the  Government  benches, 
and  pray  what  good  are  they  for  Auckland? 
My  honourable  friend  the  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Plenty  pretty  well  exploded  the  accounts  of 
the  Public  Works  Department.  We  were 
told  that  on  the  31st  March  last  we  had 
£800,000,  and  yet  on  the  SOth  June  the  Premier 
had  to  come  down  and  ask  for  an  imprest  to 
carry  on  public  works.  If  they  were  as  expe- 
ditious in  spending  money  during  the  rest  of 
the  year  as  they  were  between  those  dates  there 
would  be  a  far  greater  expenditure  on  public 
works.  The  real  secret  is  that  the  money  was 
not  there.  Where  have  they  expended  the 
money  ?  Echo  answers,  where  ?  I  now  come 
to  the  Lands  Department.  While  I  give  the 
Minister  credit  for  a  sincere  desire  to  settle 
people  on  the  land,  it  must  be  patent  to  every- 
Dody  that  his  land  policy  is  a  complete  failure. 
It  is  not  the  first  time  that  an  honest,  sincere 
man  has  taken  up  a  certain  line  of  policy  with 
the  intention  of  doing  good,  and  yet  has  made 
a  failure.  The  fact  remains  that  his  policy  in 
this  respect  has  been  a  complete  failure.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  me  to  go  into  figures.  The 
figures  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie), and  they  will  be  on  record :  they 
are  indisputable,  and  will  show  that  the 
land  policy  of  the  Government  is  a  failure. 
Now,  since  the  Minister  initiated  this  new  sys- 
tem of  purchasing  improved  estates,  the  ques- 
tion becomes  very  much  more  serious  than  it 
formerly  was,  inasmuch  as,  if  a  man  took  up 


unimproved  land  and  got  tired  o  it  after  bein^ 
six  or  twelve  months  there,  it  cost  the  colony 
nothing  when  he  threw  it  back  on  the  Minis- 
ter's hands,  for  somebody  else  would  come  alon§p 
after  the  first  man  had  abandoned  it  and  would 
take  it  up.  But,  in  the  ease  of  the  man  wh» 
occupies  improved  lands,  he  has  to  pay  what  is 
considered  to  be  a  fair  rent,  and  he  may  stop- 
there  six  months,  or  two  years,  and  then  clear 
out  owing,  perhaps,  nine  months*  rent — I  know 
they  do  allow  nine  months'  grace,  if  not  twelve- 
months' ;  and  while  he  is  going  back  in  his  rent 
the  land  is  going  back  for  want  of  proper  culti- 
vation, with  the  result  that  the  next  man  who- 
may  take  it  up  will  only  give  a  rent  much 
lower  than  that  which  the  former  holder  agreed 
to. give;  and  the  colony  will  have  to  pay  the 
expense  and  stand  the  loss.  Now,  that  is  a 
serious  matter  in  connection  with  the  cost.. 
And  then,  Sir,  the  system  of  purchasing  estates 
in  the  way  the  Government  are  doing,  or  in  the 
way  the  Minister  is  doing,  brings  them  into- 
direct  conflict  with  the  Assets  Realisation- 
Board.  I  know,  as  far  as  the  Waikato  district 
in  the  Auckland  Province  is  concerned,  there  ai»- 
numbers  of  buyers  in  the  Waikato  who  want 
land,  but  they  have  an  idea,  if  they  only  wait 
a  while,  that  sooner  or  later  the  land  will  be 
purchased  by  the  Government,  and  that  then 
they  will  be  able  to  get  it  under  the  perpetual 
lease  system.  Consequently  they  will  not  buy 
this  land  in  the  Waikato  until  they  see  the  end 
of  this  matter,  and  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  buy  the  land,  or  whether  it 
is  going  to  be  put  up  for  sale,  subdivided  aa 
freehold.  I  know  they  are  willing  to  buy  the 
freeholds ;  but  they  are  determined  to  wait  anck 
see  what  the'outcome  of  the  whole  thing  will 
be,  and,  as  I  say,  thev  have  the  idea  that  sooner 
or  later  pressure  will  be  brought  to  bear  and 
the  whole  of  these  lands  will  be  put  in  the 
market,  and  they  will  get  them  at  their  own 
price.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  sorry  the  Minister  is 
doing  very  little  in  the  m&tter  of  State  forest^. 
We  know  that  the  whole  country  from  the 
north  to  the  south  is  getting  denuded  of 
its  timber,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to 
raise  any  timber  that  will  be  useful  in  this 
country  within  fifty  or  one  hundred  years, 
and,  I  think,  therefore,  attention  ought  to  be. 
given  to  the  propagation  of  forests.  We  can- 
not grow  useful  timber  in  much  less  time  than 
I  have  mentioned,  and  the  result  will  be,  if  our 
present  indifference  in  this  matter  is  main* 
tained,  that  in  twenty  or  thirty  years  from  the 
present  time  there  will  be  no  Native  timber  left 
in  this  country.  Now,  Sir,  I  would  like  to  say 
something  about  the  necessity  for  a  school  of 
agriculture  in  the  North.  When,  some  time 
ago,  I  put  a  question  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  on 
this  subject  he  said  it  was  a  matter  of  pounds 
shillings  and  pence,  and  that  the  people  in 
Auckland  could  send  their  sons  down  to  the 
School  of  Agriculture  at  Lincoln,  in  Canter- 
bury. Soon  afterwards  a  Canterbury  mem- 
ber asked  the  Minister  if  he  would  establish 
a  dairy  school  in  Canterbury,  and  the  Minister 
then  made  a  very  different  reply,  because  that 
member  was  one  of  his  own  supporters.    Hei 
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«aid  it  would  be  unfair  to  expect  the  people 
•irom  the  North  Island  to  go  down  to  a  school 
in  the  South  Island  for  instruction  in  dairying, 
And  that,  vice  versd,  it  would  be  unfair  to  take 
•people  from  the  South  Island  and  send  them 
to  such  a  school  in  the  North  Island  in  order 
<to  learn  the  dairying  industry.  Bat  he  says 
there  is  no  hardship  at  all  in  asking  young 
people  in  Auckland  to  go  down  to  Oanterbury 
to  be  educated  in  the  science  and  practice  of 
farming.  Now,  in  taking  up  this  ground,  the 
Minister  is  taking  a  conservative  stand  in  the 
matter.  It  is  only  the  sons  of  the  well-to-do 
that  can  go  from  Auckland  to  Canterbury  in 
^rder  to  go  through  the  college  coarse  there. 
The  sons  of  the  poor  man  and  of  the  struggling 
settler  cannot  take  advantage  of  that  state  of 
things.  If  a  school  of  agriculture  were  esta- 
blished in  the  neighbourhood  of  Auckland,  the 
sons  of  farmers  and  the  sons  of  tradesmen 
^ho  are  anxious  their  sons  should  be  trained 
4M  farmers  could  ride  out  to  the  school  every 
day,  and  go  through  the  course  and  get  back 
^ome  at  night,  and  it  is  only  by  placing  these 
schools  within  a  short  distance  cf  the  large 
-centres  of  population  that  you  will  ever  make 
A  success  of  them.  Those  who  live  at  a  dis- 
tance, of  course,  cannot  go.  It  has  been  said 
4>y  the  Minister  that  land  cannot  be  got  at  a 
fair  price  for  a  school  of  agriculture  or  an  ex- 
perimental  farm.  Now,  I  know  a  splendid 
piece  of  land  within  a  few  miles  of  the  City  of 
Auckland  that  would  suit  the  purpose,  and 
■oould  be  got  at  a  very  low  price.  It  is  merely 
^  put  off  for  the  Minister  to  say  what  he  has 
said,  for  this  land  can  be  got  at  a  fair  price. 
sit  can  be  got  at  a  price  30  per  cent,  less  now 
than  it  could  a  few  years  ago,  because  the  price 
of  land  in  the  suburbs  of  Auckland  has  gone 
•down  within  the  last  twelve  or  thirteen  years. 
Land  that  was  then  selling  at  £70  an  aore 
can  now  be  got  for  half  the  price.  I  know 
that  some  years  ago  I  sold  some  land  at  £70 
.«B  acre,  and  I  cannot  get  more  than  £80  an 
acre  for  similar  land  now.  That  shows  how 
-the  land  has  gone  down  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  city.  It  is  quite  absurd  to  say  the 
Minister  cannot  get  land  for  an  experimental 
farm.  I  have  in  my  mind's  eye  a  suitable 
ipiece  of  land  within  a  few  miles  from  the  city 
which  could  be  bought  at  a  low  price.  It 
would  make  a  very  good  farm,  for  it  consists 
of  four  different  classes  of  soil.  It  has  first- 
olass  alluvial  soil,  it  has  volcanic  soil,  it  has 
clay  soil,  and  there  is  also  a  portion  of  it  sandy 
soil.  There  are  450  acres  in  that  farm,  and  if 
that  is  not  enough  for  a  school  of  agriculture 
I  can  get  more  adjoining.  There  is  a  grand 
ohance  for  the  Minister  to  pick  up  a  farm 
where  he  can  show  what  can  be  done  on  good 
land,  on  second-class  land,  and  down  to  in- 
ferior land. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — What  is  the  cost  ? 

Mr.  BOLLARD.— It  would  cost  about  £30  an 
«ore,  and  it  would  be  worth  that  if  it  were  put  up 
to  auction  to-morrow,  and  if  the  Minister  cannot 
.get  the  money  at  once  he  could  get  it  on  terms 
-for  twenty. one  years  at  6  per  cent.,  and  there- 
fore, he  would  only  be  at  the  immediate  cost  of 
Mr.  BoUard 


patting  up  the  bnildings.  The  great  sucoeas  of 
schools  of  agriculture  is  only  attained  when 
they  are  close  to  the  vanous  centres  of  popula- 
tion. There  are  a  large  number  of  merchants 
and  tradesmen  in  Auckland  whose  sons  are 
anxious  to  learn  farming.  But  where  can  they 
go?  Merchants  and  tradesmen  of  means,  of 
course,  can  afford  the  expense  of  sending  their 
sons  down  to  Canterbury,  but  the  poor  man's 
sons  cannot  get  the  chance ;  and  yet  this 
Liberal  Government  say  they  must  either  go 
away  down  to  Canterbury  for  this  scientific 
instruction  in  farming  or  else  go  without  it. 
Now,  Sir,  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  about 
Pomahaka.  I  would  not  have  brought  up  this 
matter  at  all  were  it  not  for  some  remarks 
that  were  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Gerald ine  last  night.  He  said  he  had  been  to 
Pomahaka,  and  be  gave  us  his  opinion  of  it ; 
and  I  think  he  made  a  very  great  mistake  in 
giving  us  one  illustration,  showing  us  how  well 
the  settlers  there  were  doing.  There  were  two 
things  that  struck  me  very  forcibly  when  the 
honourable  member  was  sneaking  about  Po- 
mahaka. The  first  was,  why  the  tenants  on 
Pomahaka  have  petitioned  this  House  for  a 
remission  of  rent  if  they  are  doing  so  well; 
and  the  second  is  why  there  is  so  much  of  the 
Pomahaka  still  unoccupied,  and  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  put  to  any  expense  to 
grow  turnips  there.  The  honourable  member 
showed  us  last  night  that  they  cannot  grow  tur- 
nips unless  they  put  in  bonedust.  If  they  do  not 
put  in  the  bonedust  the  turnips  will  not  grow. 
A  QA  Well,  I  think  it  does  not  require  very 
*'^'  much  skill  to  know  that  land  that  will 
not  grow  turnips  without  manure  is  worth  no- 
thing for  agricultural  purposes ;  at  all  events, 
the  tenants  are  agitating  for  a  reduotioii  of 
rent,  and  they  have  produced  evidence  from  the 
Government  valuers  who  went  there  to  value  it 
under  '*The  Valuation  of  Land  Act,  1896," 
that  they  are  paying  one-half  as  much  again 
as  the  land  is  worth,  and  some  of  them,  to 
bolster  themselves  up,  have  had  to  borrow 
money  from  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Depart- 
ment, and  they  are  getting  it  without  security. 
That  shows  they  are  paying  too  much  for  the 
land.  They  had  some  correspondenoe  with  the 
Minister  of  Lemds,  and  six  months  afterwards 
they  got  monev  from  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Office  to  pay  their  rent,  without  improvements 
in  the  meantime,  notwithstanding  that  the 
Government  valuers  who  went  there  had  re- 
ported that  there  were  no  securities  to  offer. 
So  I  think  the  less  that  is  said  about  Ponoa- 
haka  as  a  success  the  better.  We  have  heaid 
a  great  deal  on  the  fioor  of  this  House  about 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  about  the  people 
on  this  side  of  the  House  and  their  supporters 
who  borrowed  money  from  the  bank.  It  ia  a 
cruel  thing  for  people  on  the  Government  side 
of  the  House  to  speak  as  they  do  about  people 
who  are  dead  and  gone  and  who  were  good 
colonists.  These  men  who  dealt  with  the 
Waikato  estates  went  into  that  matter  with 
ths  most  honest  intentions.  They  took  up 
that  land  that  nobodv  else  would  take  up,  and 
went  to  a  large  expenditure  in  draining,  faooiBg, 
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«nd  patting  the  land  in  order,  so  that  it  might 

Stoduce  sheep  and  cattle,  with  this  result : 
lat  no  sooner  had  they  the  land  in  a  fit  state 
for  grazing  than  heef  and  mutton  and  wool 
went  down  50  per  cent.  If  heef  and  mutton 
^nd  wool  had  only  kept  up  at  a  fair  price 
we  should  have  heard  nothing  of  the  Waikato 
•estates  going  into  the  hands  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand ;  and,  even  now,  if  there  is  a 
reasonable  increase  in  beef,  mutton,  and  wool, 
it  would  soon  bring  about  such  a  state  of 
'tilings  in  connection  with  the  Assets  Bealisa- 
iion  Board  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
would  be  flourishing  again.  It  is  monstrous 
*for  members  on  that  side  of  the  House  to 
talk  of  the  Conservatives  having  robbed  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  They  went  into  this 
•matter  with  the  best  intentions.  Who  got  the 
money  ?  Can  you  name  any  one  of  these  men 
-whose  land  was  not  taken  from  them,  and  who 
were  not  left  without  a  shilling  ?  They  ruined 
themselves,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  money 
was  spent  amongst  the  working-men  of  the 
•colony.  I  have  been  all  over  the  estates  in  Wai- 
kato for  miles  round .  Nearly  every  comfortable 
«ettler  in  the  neighbourhood,  you  will  find,  on 
inquii^  as  to  who  he  is  and  where  he  came  from, 
that  in  nearly  every  case  these  men  went  to 
work  for  some  of  the  companies,  saved  money, 
«nd  established  comfortable  homes.  With  the 
•exception  of  what  has  been  spent  in  fencing- 
wire,  grass-seed,  et  cetera^  the  greater  part— 
sine-tenths  of  the  money  —  went  into  the 
pockets  of  the  working  men,  and  those  who 
took  care  of  it  have  now  comfortable  homes 
4ind  farms  of  their  own.  And  still  we  hear  the 
•characters  of  those  men — many  of  them  are 
dead,  and  others  lost  their  all — blackened  in 
this  House.  Those  who  employed  these  work- 
ing-men were  good  colonists.  The  worry  killed 
nine-tenths  of  them.  Sir,  we  are  told  by  the 
Premier  in  the  Financial  Statement  that  it  is 
his  intention  to  remit  5  per  cent,  on  English 
manufactured  goods.  I  do  not  believe  the 
Premier  has  the  slightest  intention  of  doing 
jknything  of  the  kind,  and  I  hope  he  will  not 
-do  it  even  if  he  has  the  intention.  In  fact,  he 
dare  not  do  it.  He  has  raised  a  power — 
the  labour  unions— who  would  jump  on  him 
if  he  were  to  attempt  to  take  5  per  cent,  off 
English  manufactured  goods.  If  he  is  sincere 
lin  what  he  professes,  let  him  take  5  per 
cent,  duty  oft  such  necessaries  of  life  as  can- 
not be  produced  in  the  colony.  Then  he 
would  do  some  good ;  but  to  talk  of  taking  it 
•off  English  manufactured  goods  would  make  a 
^reat  difference  to  tradesmen.  Half  the  people 
^ould  be  turned  out  of  employment.  I  am 
•oeither  a  Free-trader  nor  a  Protectionist.  Free- 
trade  and  Protection  in  the  colonies  is  simply 
a  question  of  degree.  I  am  a  Protectionist  this 
far :  that  I  am  willing  to  protect  anything  that 
can  be  manufactured  in  the  colony  up  to  such 
an  extent  that  ic  can  be  manufactured  in  the 
colony  at  a  fair  price.  I  am  not  in  favour  of 
the  American  style  of  Protection — that  is,  to 
make  it  prohibitory— because  if  you  do  that 
you  create  a  monopoly  in  the  country ;  but  I 
mm  a  Protectionist  so  far  as  to  enable  what  we 


require  to  be  manufactured  in  the  colony  at  a 
fair  price  and  at  a  fair  rate  of  wages.  But.  as 
to  taking  5  per  cent,  all  round  off  English 
manufactured  goods,  I  do  not  think  the 
Premier  would  dare  to  do  it.  If  he  did  he 
would  be  doing  a  great  wrong.  If  he  wants 
to  make  a  difference  between  English  manu- 
factured goods  and  foreign  goods  let  him  put 
5  per  cent,  on  foreign  manufactures.  And  I 
think  the  Premier  has  ample  opportunity  for 
revising  the  tariff  and  reducing  the  duties  on 
the  necessaries  of  life  that  we  cannot  produce 
in  the  colony.  The  Customs  have  increased 
£869,000  a  year  since  the  tariff  was  imposed 
in  1895.  That  is  a  very  good  reason  for  re- 
ducing the  tariff  on  certain  necessaries  of  life 
that  we  cannot  produce  in  the  colony.  Now, 
with  regard  to  labour  legislation,  we  have  had 
a  good  man^  labour  Bills  before  us  even  since  I 
have  been  in  the  House.  We  have  had,  as  it 
were,  a  complete  reaction  with  regard  to  labour 
legislation  since  we  got  '*  one  man  one  vote." 
Now,  I  do  not  object  to  the  "one  man  one 
vote,"  and  I  believe  when  the  rising  generation 
are  better  educated  than  the  present  genera- 
tion we  shall  be  all  safe  under  "  one  man  one 
vote,"  because  a  Government  such  as  the  one 
sitting  on  those  benches  at  the  present  time 
will  not  be  able  to  gull  the  people  by  this 
system  of  legerdemain,  and  pretending  to  be 
the  friends  of  the  working-man  when  they  are 
nothing  of  the  kind.  I  warn  the  Premier  to 
take  care  he  does  not  go  too  far  with  this  labour 
legislation  and  get  hoist  with  his  own  petard. 
There  will  be  a  reaction  before  long.  The 
working-men  of  this  or  any  other  country  will 
never  find  out  their  exact  position  until  they 
feel  it,  and  when  such  legislation  causes  them 
to  feel  their  position  they  will  sing  out  fast 
enough.  The  Government  will  have  to  be 
cautious  with  thoir  labour  legislation.  This 
matter  of  setting  class  against  class,  the 
employer  against  the  employed,  and  leading  the 
working-man  to  believe  that  the  employer  is 
his  enemy  and  not  his  friend  —  that  is  the 
system  that  is  practised  now.  But  bVandby 
the  employer  will  bring  into  the  colony  the 
most  improved  machinery,  and  if  this  labour 
legislation  is  carried  into  effect  he  will  have 
to  import  skilled  workmen  also,  and  then  the 
working-man  will  begin  to  feel  it  and  find  oat 
how  much  good  this  labour  legislation  has  done 
for  him.  I  should  like  to  say  just  one  word 
about  asylums  before  I  sit  down.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  disgraceful  state  in  which  our  lunatio 
asylums  are  overcrowded,  the  Premier  sayi 
the  doctors  should  give  up  their  grand  rooma 
and  the  halls  should  be  taken  away — that,  in 
fact,  they  should  go  back  to  the  old  system  of 
keeping  lunatics  in  something  like  dungeons 
without  giving  them  any  chance  of  recovery. 
Why,  the  very  fact  of  them  having  a  large  h&U 
in  an  anylum  for  a  concert-room,  or  a  bicycle- 
track,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  is  the  very 
thiog  to  try  and  bring  those  people  out  of  a  state 
of  despondency,  and  to  restore  their  intellect. 
And  does  the  Premier  expect  a  professional  man 
like  a  doctor  in  charge  of  one  of  the  asylums  to 
go  into  a  four-roomed  cottage?    Can  he  find  a 
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professional  man  who  1b  eompetent  to  under- 
take the  responBibility  of  a  large  aRylum  who 
would  give  up  hie  drawing-room  and  sitting- 
room  in  order  to  make  bedrooms  for  patients 
because  the  asylum  is  overcrowded?  It  is  a 
ridiculous  thing.  In  Auckland  we  have  a  very 
lamentable  state  of  things :  we  are  terribly 
overcrowded.  The  Auxiliary  Asylum,  in  which 
here  were  over  a  hundred  patients,  was  burned 
down,  and,  would  you  believe  it,  the  Govern- 
ment were  more  than  two  years  before  they 
rebuilt  it.      They   took    the    lunatics  to  the 

Suarantine  island  in  the  Auckland  Harbour, 
(pt  them  there  during  the  autumn,  and 
brought  them  back  and  packed  them  like 
**  figs  in  a  drum  '*  with  the  others  in  the  main 
building.  Then  they  commenced  with  the  co- 
operative system  to  rebuild  it,  and  instead  of 
doing  it  in  a  reasonable  time,  as  would  have 
been  the  oase  if  they  had  put  it  in  the  hands  of 
a  contractor,  these  pocr  people  were  kept 
hi:ddled  together  till  it  suited  the  convenience 
of  the  Qovernment  to  restore  the  building  by 
co-operative  work. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES. —  It  was  done  very 
cheaply  and  very  quickly. 

Mr.  BOLLARD.— We  know  all  about  that ; 
but  we  never  got  any  returns  of  what  the  cost 
was.  There  is  no  use  talking  to  me  about 
cheap  co-operative  labour.    Let  the  Minister 

fmt  the  returns  on  the  table,  and  we  may  be- 
ieve  it  when  we  see  the  returns.  But  you  dare 
not  do  it.  In  Auckland  the  doctor  gets  £50 
less  than  those  in  Christchurch,  Wellington, 
or  Dunedin,  and  the  attendants  also  get  less. 
What  are  the  Auckland  Ministers  thinking 
about?  Talk  about  hours  of  work — the  at- 
tendants in  the  Auckland  Asylum  are  on  duty 
about  fifteen  hours  a  day,  and  yet  the  Govern- 
ment talk  about  the  eight-hours  system.  I 
am  not  going  to  refer  to  the  Bill  now,  but 
when  it  comes  down  I  shall  do  ail  I  can  to 
make  it  apply  to  all  Government  institutions. 
My  time  is  now  up,  and  I  thank  the  House  for 
giving  m^  such  a  courteous  hearing;. 

Mr.  LARNACH  (Tuapeka).— Mr.  Speakers- 
Sir,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  last  speaker  in  considering  the  accounts  of 
the  colony  are  a  political  fraud.  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  that,  if  Ministers  were  capable  of  at 
tempting  to  make  them  so,  the  heads  of  our  de- 
partments would  very  soon  prevent  it.  Indeed, 
after  careful  ezan  ination  of  the  accounts 
brought  down  this  year,  I  have  looked  at  the 
figures  of  the  surplus,  and  I  consider  that  the 
surplus  is  a  bon&fide  one  as  shown  on  the  31st 
March  last.  No  doubt  the  large  amount  of 
£521,144  has  been  made  up  by  the  annual  re- 
curring BurpluFages  from  year  to  year,  but  that 
the  surplus  does  exist  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
Now,  the  question  is.  What  is  a  surplus?  A 
surplus  is  simply  made  up  of  the  excess  of 
revenue  over  expenditure ;  a  deficit,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  an  excess  of  expenditure  over 
revenue. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— This  is  not  that. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— Sir,  this  is   that,  in  my 
opinion,  although  I  do  not  for  a  moment  wish 
lo  place  my  opinion  against  that  of  gentlemen 
Mr,  Bollard 


on  the  other  side ;  but,  so  far  as  I  can  judge» 
I  believe  the  surplus  to  be  a  bond  fide  one  in 
every  respect.  The  Treasurer  has  been  eon- 
denmed  for  over-estimating  his  expenditure  and 
under-estimating  his  revenue  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  large  surplus.  Let  me,  Sir,  peint 
out  that  according  to  my  views  such  a  moae  of 
estimation  can  have  no  effect  whatever  on  the 
receipts  or  outgoings.  The  estimates  of  any 
Treasurer  can  have  no  effect  on  the  colony's 
actual  receipts  and  expenditure. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.- Do  you  approve  of 
it  being  done  ? 

Mr.  LaRN  ACH.— I  approve  of  its  being  done 
to  a  certain  extent,  because  it  proves  that  the 
Treasurer  who  does  it  errs  on  the  right  and 
prudent  side.  You  might  ask  if  I  approve  of  it 
not  being  done — of  the  Treasurer  being  reckless 
and  careless  in  making  his  estimates.  If  this 
were  so  there  would  no  doubt  be  constantly  a 
deficit  at  the  end  of  each  year ;  therefore  I  say 
again,  if  there  is  an  error  in  such  a  habit  at 
ail,  it  is  an  error  on  the  right  side — to  keep- 
within  the  margin  in  making  up  estimates* 
whether  of  expenditure  or  revenue.  Now,  aa 
regards  the  surplus,  I  notice  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Treasurer  proposes,  as  has  been  his  usual 
policy,  to  apply  a  very  considerable  amount 
—  £850,000  —  towards  public  works.  This 
has  been  going  on  for  a  number  of  yean,. 
.until  a  very  large  accumulation  of  revenae 
has  gone  in  this  direction.  In  my  opinion,  ii 
is  a  new  order  of  things.  In  days  gone  by  it 
would  have  been  considered  desirable,  at  any 
rate,  to  consider  the  question  of  reduction  of 
taxation,  because  I  do  not  think  it  is  quite 
fair  to  the  taxpayer  to  apply  all  excess  of  re- 
venue in  the  direction  of  public  works  or  ex- 
penditure. It  means  that  we  are  taxing  our- 
selves from  day  to  day  and  year  to  year  for  tiie 
benefit  of  those  who  will  come  after  us.  Yet, 
Sir,  in  another  aspect  it  has  a  very  prudent 
appearance,  because,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere  has  pointed  out,  it  is  ipso- 
facto  providing  indirectly  a  sinking  fund,  and 
also  a  fund  for  depreciation  and  wear-and- 
tear  in  connection  with  our  public  works. 
Now,  I  have  a  good  deal  to  say  in  reference  to> 
our  rulways.  Our  railways,  from  the  returns 
shown,  have  certainly  been  exhibiting  an  ex- 
cellent  course  of  management,  aud  in  every 
principal  locality  they  have  shown  considerable- 
improvement  on  previous  years.  If  we  take 
the  different  sections  we  find  that  Auckland 
shows  an  increase  for  the  year  of  £9,700; 
Wellington  Section  shows  an  actual  increase 
in  value  of  £25,088;  Christchurch  Section,, 
excluding  the  goods  traffic,  shows  £5,018 — and 
I  dare  say  the  goods  traffic  would  add  another 
£10,000  to  £15,000  to  the  increase  on  that  sec- 
tion ;  Dunedin  shows  £13,518 ;  InvercaigilU 
£8,892  ;  and  Wanganui  shows  £11,071 :  which, 
added  together,  makes,  with  an  estimate  of 
the  goods  traffic  for  Christchurch  Section,  eome- 
thmg  like  an  increase  of  nearly  £90,C00.  Now,. 
Sir,  with  our  railways  so  promising  as  they 
are,  with  the  amount  written  off  year  by  year  iu 
depreciation  concurrently  with  the  working  of 
traffic,  and  provision  for  heavier  sails  and  goodT 
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zoftdwajB,  we  ought  to  be  making  more  progress. 
ia  the  extension  of  new  lines  of  road.  Sir,  I 
see  it  is  only  proposed  to  borrow  £500,000  this 
year  in  aia  of  pnblio  works,  and  the  Premier 
states  that  possibly  a  portion  of  that  will  not 
be  used.  I  find  also  that  the  Goyemment  only 
oonstraoted  daring  last  year  some  thirty- eight 
miles  of  new  lines.  Well,  Sir,  we  have  now 
under  oonstruotion  only  104  miles  67  chains, 
and  we  are  only  making  progress  at  the  rate  of 
thirty* eight  miles  per  annum,  and  I  really 
think  we  ought  to  make  greater  progress,  con- 
sidering the  very  satisfactory  condition  of  the 
eaming-power  of  our  railways.  Take  the  lines 
that  are  under  construction.  There  is  the 
Otago  Central:  at  the  present  time  only  19 
miles  44  chains  are  being  constructed ;  Seaward 
Bush,  7  miles  18  chains  ;  Winton-Forest  Hill, 
12  miles  40  chains ;  Biversdale,  7  miles  ;  Pic- 
ton-Hurunui,  8  miles  8  chains ;  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Une,  22  miles  88  chains ;  Waikato- 
Thames,  19  miles  20  chains ;  Helensville  North- 
wards, 8  miles  18  chains ;  Kaihu  Valley,  2 
miles  19  chains;  Whangarei-Kamo,  8  miles 
82  chains:  or  making  iJtogether  104  miles 
67  chains.  Well,  Sir,  if  we  do  not  go  any 
faster  than  we  have  progressed  during  the  past 
year,  many  of  these  short  distances  will  take  at 
least  three  years  to  complete.  Now,  I  maintain 
that,  looking  at  the  very  satisfactory  condition 
of  our  working  railways,  and  the  very  satis- 
factory condition  of  the  whole  policy,  we  should 
at  least  be  prepared  to  construct  something 
nearer  a  hundred  miles  every  year.  It  might  ne- 
cessitate a  little  extra  borrowing,  but  is  not  New 
Zealand  in  a  condition  now  to  go  to  the  money- 
market  and  ask,  at  any  rate,  for  sufficient  loan- 
money  to  keep  pace  with  bond  fide  settlement, 
and  to  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation in  the  colony  ?  Sir,  I  received  a  very 
interesting  return  recently,  compiled  at  the 
Begistrar-Gleneral^s  office,  which  shows  the  pro- 
oress  of  the  colony  in  a  vary  marked  manner 
during  the  last  decade  — that  is,  from  1887 
to  1897— and  I  think  it  points  more  than  any 
language  can  do  to  the  great  necessity  for 
making  more  progress  with  our  railways  in 
order  to  further  land-settlement  if  this  colony 
is  to  hold  its  own  in  the  van  of  the  Australasian 
colonies.  During  the  last  ten  years  our  popu- 
lation has  increased  by  125,695—20*88  percent. ; 
the  imports  have  increased  by  £1,929,920-81*82 
per  cent. ;  and  the  exports,  excluding  specie, 
£8,060,450,  or  45*81  per  cent.  The  total  exports 
of  the  produce  of  the  colony  have  increased 
daring  the  last  ten  years  £3,045,186—46*46  per 
cent.  As  to  the  export  of  frozen  meat,  a  little 
more  than  ten  years  ago  this  was  simply  an 
experimental  industry,  but  it  has  now  risen  to 
be  a  very  important  item  of  the  colony's  produc- 
tion. It  has  increased  in  weight  1,005,814  cwt., 
or  250*14  per  cent.,  which  is  an  enormous 
increase ;  and  in  value  it  has  increased  by 
£1,110,416,  or  248*58  per  cent.  As  to  the  export 
of  batter,  I  may  say  that  butter  was  exported 
in  a  very  limited  way  ten  years  ago  compared 
with  what  it  is  now,  and  the  Gk)vemment,  I 
think,  ean  take  credit  for  having  been  the  means 
of  faoilitating  the  increase  not  only  of  the 
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export  of  frozen  meat,  but  also  the  export  of 
butter.  Well,  butter  has  increased  in  valae  by 
£847,624,  or  638*06  per  cent.  Cheese,  has  in- 
creased bv  £95,955  in  value,  or  175*86  per  cent. 
As  to  coal,  that  is  another  important  industry, 
which  has  also  increased  by  282,093  in  ton- 
nage, equal  to  50*50  per  cent. ;  while  gold  has 
increased  in  value  by  £282,326,  or  3106  per 
cent.  And,  notwithstanding  the  large  export  of 
frozen  mutton,  it  is  satisfactory  to  see  that  our 
flocks  have  not  decreased,  for,  despite  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  sheep  and  lambs 
that  have  been  killed  for  freezing  purposes  and 
exportation,  sheep  have  increased  by  3,128,869 
in  number.  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  number  of  miles 
gQ  of  Government  railways  opened,  I  find 
we  have  only  made  progress  during  the 
last  decade  to  the  extent  of  302  miles.  WelU 
I  think,  gonsidering  the  increase  of  population 
and  the  advancement  of  settlement  during 
that  time,  we  are  not  doing  justice  either 
to  the  advancement  of  settlement  or  to  the 
public  generally  in  the  colony.  Electric  tele- 
graphs have  increased  by  1,694  miles,  or  35*37 
per  cent.  This  also  is  another  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  colony's  progress.  There  was 
on  deposit  in  the  ordinary  banks  last  March 
£14,290,512,  showing  an  increase  of  £3,258,898, 
or  29*54  per  cent.  In  the  savings-banks  there 
was  an  increase  of  £3,112,304,  or  12926  per  cent. 
This  state  of  progress  is  also  highly  satisfac- 
tory, and  I  think  is  not  only  a  warrant  for  the 
Government,  but  also  for  the  House  to  see 
that  we  make  greater  progress  with  our  public 
works  than  we  have  done  during  the  last  ten 
years.  Now,  Sir,  I  find  that  indirect  taxation 
has  increased  during  the  last  two  years  by 
£285,908,  and  in  direct  taxation  there  is  an  in- 
crease of  £5,000.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  one  of  those 
who  believe  that  indirect  taxation,  perhaps* 
is  not  a  very  hard  class  of  taxation  on  any 
individual  in  the  community,  because  he  has 
everything  in  his  power  to  regulate  it.  He 
need  not  partake  of  luxuries,  and  he  need 
use  hardlv  anything  by  which  he  requires  to 
increase  his  taxation.  On  the  other  hand, 
direct  taxation  comes  entirely  on  the  land.  I 
am  sorry  to  notice  that  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Treasurer  is  rather  inclined  to  increase  direct 
taxation,  if  I  judge  rightly  by  a  remark  made 
in  the  Budget.  It  is  in  reference  to  the  old-age 
pensions,  to  meet  which  he  proposes  to  set 
apart  £100,000  out  of  the  surplus ;  and,  if  I  do 
not  read  wrongly,  I  think  he  also  proposes  to 
set  apart  another  £100,000  for  next  vear*s  old- 
age  pensions ;  and  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man makes  this  remark,  *'  Shpuld  there  be  a 
change  in  the  tariff  " — that  is,  indirect  taxa- 
tion — "  let  it  be  made  on  the  broad  lines  that 
there  was  too  much  indirect  taxation  and 
correspondingly  too  little  from  direct  taxa- 
tion." Well,  I  would  like  to  caution  my  right 
honourable  friend  the  Treasurer  that  the  land 
— and  I  speak  as  representing  more  than  one 
important  community  of  farming  interests — 
is  sufficiently  heavily  taxed.  I  do  not  think 
the  land  could  stand  any  further  taxation. 
If  we  take  into  consideration  the  uncertain 
seasons  in  many  parts  of  the  colony  and  the 
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difficulties  that  farmers  have  to  contend  with 
owing  to  uncertain  markets,  with  bad  oom- 
munioafcion,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise 
for  this  House  to  countenance  any  intention 
of  increasing  direct  taxation.  Nor  do  I  advo- 
cate an  increase  of  indirect  taxation.  What  I 
would  like  to  see  is  an  effort  made  out  of  an 
annual  surplus  to  reduce  taxation,  and  then  to 
make  our  estimates  more  in  accord  with  our 
requirements  and  to  live  within  our  means, 
and  not  to  look  for  a  large  surplus  every  year. 
If  we  are  going  to  spend  the  money  in  the 
manner  we  have  been  doing  without  reducing 
taxation,  I  think,  at  any  rate,  it  would*  be  a 
wise  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  look  around  him  and  see 
in  what  direction,  with  the  increase  of  revenue 
and  the  increase  of  progress  in  the  colony,  he  oan 
take  some  of  the  burdens  ofi  the  shoulders  of  the 
people.  Now,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  say  a  little  on 
the  question  of  water-conservation.  In  that  por- 
tion of  the  colony  which  I  represent — Central 
Otago— the  farming  community  during  the  last 
two  years  were  absolutely  without  crops,  and  this 
was  entirely  owixig  to  the  want  of  moisture — 
to  the  want  of  rain ;  and  while  something  has 
been  done  in  the  direction  of  running  a  main 
trunk  rail  way — because  I  suppose  I  am  justified 
in  calling  it  a  main  trunk  railway  —  from 
Dunedin  to  Central  Otago,  known  as  the  Otago 
Central  Railway,  I  can  only  say  that,  unless 
concurrently  with  the  prosecution  of  that  line 
of  railway  a  policy  is  adopted  of  water-con- 
servation, I  do  not  think  the  products  from  a 
'large  portion  of  that  country  in  which  that 
railway  is  constructed  will  be  very  excessive 
— at  any  rate,  in  certain  dry  seasons.  Now, 
Sir,  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Mines,  some  two 
years  ago,  had  an  amount— some  £200,000,  I 
chink  —  set  apart  on  the  estimates  for  works 
on  goldfields.  I  am  quite  aware  that  that 
honourable  gentleman  has  more  than  any 
ordinary  man  ought  to  have  to  do  in  connection 
with  controlling  and  managing  our  railways, 
which  he  manages  so  well.  He  has  also  the 
Department  of  Mines,  which  gives  him  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  work,  and  to  attend  to 
both  of  these  large  departments  must  be  work 
more  than  sufficient  for  even  any  giant  for 
work.  He  has,  apart  from  the  great  attention 
he  has  given  to  the  railways,  given  very  con- 
siderable care  to  the  Mining  Department ;  in- 
deed, beyond  the  great  want  of  which  I  am  going 
to  speak  now— that  is,  the  want  of  sufficient 
water  in  many  parts  of  the  colony— I  have  not 
heard  of  many  complaints.  In  fact,  I  look 
upon  the  Minister  of  Mines  as  certainly  more 
sincere  in  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  goldfields 
and  mines  than  his  right  honourable  colleague 
the  Premier.  I  am  sorry  the  Premier  is  not  in  his 
place,  so  that  I  oould  say  that  to  his  face  ;  but 
what  has  led  me  to  think  so  are  one  or  two  re- 
marks made  in  reference  to  the  mining  industry 
in  his  Financial  Budget.  Well,  Sir,  the  Minis- 
ter of  Mines  last  year  sent  a  qualified  engineer 
to  the  interior  of  Otago  with  a  view  of  selecting 
sites  for  making  dams  for  water-conservation. 
Unfortunately,  the  time  of  year  was  not  favour- 
able, the  ground  being  covered  with  snow  in 
Mr,  Lamaeh 


many  localities  which  are  admirably  adapted 
for  making  water  conserves.  This  offioec  has 
been  unable  up  to  the  present  time  to  pezBoo- 
ally  visit  some  of  the  best  localities^  However, 
he  got  sufficient  information  to  enable  him  to 
send  in  a  valuable  report.  I  have  carefulW 
looked  through  most  of  that  report,  and  I  find 
that  there  are  a  number  of  excellent  localities 
where,  without  a  great  expenditure  of  money, 
large  water  conserves  could  be  made.  There 
are  difficulties  in  several  cases  to  overcome— 
difficulties  such  as  water-rights  granted  years 
ago,  and  it  might  be  rather  expensive  to 
abolish  some  of  those  rights.  But  with  a 
little  prudent  management  these  rights  could 
be  arranged  for,  if  not  purchased.  There  is  the 
Eweburn  Dam,  near  to  Naseby.  I  do  not  know 
whether  work  is  progressing  there  now.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  some  work  going  on  in  the 
vicinity  of  Naseby  in  the  formation  of  a  dam ; 
but,  if  it  is  not  so,  this  one  is  a  dam  which 
might  be  constructed  at  the  small  cost  of 
about  £7,000,  and  it  would  give  a  large  supply 
of  water  for  a  long  time,  for  both  irrigation  and 
mining  purposes.  Then,  there  is  the  Wedder- 
bum  Dam,  which  would  conserve  a  hundred 
acres  at  a  cost  of  £5,000.  And  this  would  be 
a  valuable  addition  to  Central  Otago  for  water- 
conservation.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  small 
work  may  be  proceeded  with  before  long.  Then, 
there  is  a  large  and  valuable  supply  of  water  at 
Blackstone  Hill.  The  Blackstone  Hill  water- 
rights  have  fifty-five  heads  of  water.  These 
rights,  I  believe,  can  be  had  at  no  very  great 
cost,  and  they  are  suitable  for  a  large  conserva- 
tion of  permanent  water-supply.  Then,  there 
is  the  locality  of  Thompson's  Creek,  whioh  is  a 
much  larger  undertaking,  and  I  dare  say  it  would 
require  much  consideration  before  the  Gtovern- 
ment  authorised  the  expenditure  necoasazy 
there ;  but  water  is  required  very  greatly  in  that 
district,  which  is  known  as  Matakanui,  or  by  the 
more  familiar  name  of  Tinker's.  Thompson's 
Creek  has  a  catchment  area  of  fifteen  thoosand 
acres,  and  a  dam  would  cost  nearly  £40,000;  bat, 
be  it  remembered,  it  would  give  an  unlimited 
supply  of  water  to  a  large  extent  of  coontry 
which  it  would  practically  most  seviceably  irri- 
gate, apart  from  mining.  There  is  also  a  very 
much  smaller  work— which  I  am  rather  sur- 
prised the  Qovernment  have  not  gone  on  with 
before  this  time — ^near  Clyde,  known  as  Wai- 
puna,  and  by  the  old  mining  name  of  Muttcm- 
town  GuUy.  A  small  dam  could  be  con- 
structed there  for  about  £500*  or,  at  any  rate, 
within  £1,000,  and  it  would  give  an  area  of 
about  thirteen  chains,  with  an  average  deptii  of 
7  ft.  of  water,  which  would  certainly  serve  to 
irrigate  the  nursery  so  long  promised  and  which 
Government  are  to  establish  at  Clyde  for  the 
purpose  of  growing  trees  for  assisting  iottvAxy. 
Now,  Sir,  I  suppose  the  finest  and  perhaps  the 
cheapest  site  in  the  whole  of  that  ooanty 
for  permanent  water-conservation  is  the  Dis- 
mal Swamp,  known  now  as  Lake  Onslow.  It 
covers  an  area  of  fifteen  hundred  acres ;  and, 
although  there  has  only  been  some  S3  ft. 
of  a  dam  erected  as  yet,  It  has  raised  the 
water  to  something  approaching  90  ft ;  and  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1-898.]       Financial  Statement.       [HOUBB.]  Finaneial  Statement. 


707 


the  bottom  of  the  whole  lake  is  leyel  the 
Hoose  can  easily  imagine  what  an  immense 
storaf^e  of  water  oould  be  made  there  by  in- 
<crea8mg  the  height  of  that  dam,  whioh  could 
be  done  at  a  oosc  of  from  £15,000  to  £20,000 ; 
and  it  would  increase  the  depth  of  water 
equally  with  the  rise  of  the  dam.  From  my 
own  knowledge,  having  visited  the  swamp  and 
locality,  I  feel  perfectly  confident  that  by  an 
increased  height  of  the  present  dam  of  10  ft. 
^e  lake  would  store  considerably  more  water 
than  the  aggregate  storage  that  now  supplies 
the  whole  of  the  city  and  suburbs  of  Melbourne, 
and  known  as  the  Yan-Yean  Reservoir.  There 
is  another  suitable  locality  near  Clyde  which 
has  a  very  valuable  natural  reservoir,  and  to 
which  I  think  the  Government  ought  to  give 
attention,  if  it  is  possible,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
it  is,  for  them  to  purchase  or  arrange  for  the 
existing  water-rights.  I  allude  to  Shepherd's 
Flat,  on  Fraser's  Biver.  This  would  make 
a  conserve  of  water  nearly  1,000  ft.  above 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Clyde,  and 
would  serve  to  irrigate  all  the  low-lying  land  in 
the  direction  of  Clyde  and  Alexandra.  I  sin- 
cexely  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Minister  will 
give  his  attention  to  making  an  early  practical 
beginning  in  conserving  water  in  the  several 
localities  I  have  mentioned.  Now,  Sir,  in 
reference  to  the  old-age  pensions  scheme,  for 
which  it  is  proposed  to  set  apart  £100,000,  I 
hope  that  when  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
brings  down  his  Bill  he  will  indicate  that, 
apart  from  setting  aside  that  sum  for  those  who 
have  arrived  at  the  required  age— and  I  believe 
the  majority  of  the  House  are  with  me  in 
an  earnest  desire  that  those  old  people  who 
cannot  help  themselves  should  be  provided 
for — I  hope  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
will  indicate  that  a  contributory  measure 
will  follow  in  order  to  provide  for  those  who 
may  come  thereafter.  And  I  also  hope  that 
the  amount  required  from  year  to  year  will  he 
brought  down  annually  for  the  sanction  of 
Parliament.  Sir,  a  great  deal  has  been  said 
by  our  opponents  from  time  to  time  about  the 
maladministration  of  the  Government,  about 
the  bribery  and  corruption  constantly  apparent 
in  all  the  actions  of  Ministers;  but  I  have 
never  yet  had  any  definite  case  of  such  a 
character  brought  under  my  notice — never 
once,  Sir,  has  there  been  a  definite  charge  of 
bribery  or  corruption  proved,  and  no  case  that  I 
am  aware  of  serious  maladministration.  And 
I  now  ask  my  honourable  friends  on  the  other 
«ide  of  the  House,  instead  of  making  these 
broad  and  vague  charges,  to  bring  down  a 
definite  charge,  so  that  the  House  may  be 
able  to  judge  whether  there  is  anything 
other  than  falsity  in  these  wild  assertions 
4hat  are  continually  being  hurled  by  our 
opponents  at  this  side  of  the  House.  But, 
Sir,  if  there  has  been  any  act  of  malad- 
ministration, even  by  accident— and  accidents 
will  happen  even  with  a  Government— then  I 
think  that  some  at  least  of  the  measures 
passed  during  their  term  of  office  will  cer- 
tainly be  received  in  extenuation  of  faults  by 
the  people  of  the  colony  —  I  mean  the  great 


majority  of  the  people  of  the  colony— that 
some  of  the  measures  passed  will  be  recognised 
with  gratitude  by  them.  I  have  only  to  allude 
to  one  of  their  first  acts  of  administration — ^the 
repeal  of  the  property-tax.  Is  there  a  settler 
in  the  country  who  is  not  grateful  for  what 
has  been  done  in  the  repeal  of  the  property- 
tax,  and  the  substitution  for  it  of  the  land-  and 
income-tax  ?  What  else  was  that  property-tax 
but  a  tax  on  enterprise  7  Sir,  do  you  suppose 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  as  it  exists 
to-day  would  have  shone  out  as  brightly 
under  the  old  oppressive  system  of  taxation — 
under  the  property- tax  ?  Do  you  suppose  the 
same  acreage  of  land  would  have  been  broken 
up  and  brought  under  cultivation  ?  Do  you  sup- 
pose the  settlers  would  have  made  the  same 
amount  in  value  of  improvements  that  they 
have  made  on  their  lands  if  the  property-tax 
had  still  been  in  existence  ?  I  say  they  would 
not,  because  for  every  pound  a  settler  sj^nt  in 
that  way  under  the  old  system  of  taxation  he 
was  penalising  himself  day  by  day  by  in- 
creased taxation. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  amount  is  nearly 
the  same  now. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— The  total  amount  collected 
may  be  the  same,  but  if  you  take  individual 
cases— if  you  take  the  settler  who  is  beginning 
to  take  up  land,  and  consider  that  his  land 
requires  fencing,  that  he  requires  to  build  his 
house,  outbuildings,  and  so  forth — you  must 
recognise  that  this  man  would  hesitate  to 
make  an  outlay  for  all  these  conveniences 
under  the  old  system  of  taxation,  and  it  would 
not  be  a  question  of  how  much  he  would  like 
to  do  but  how  little  he  could  do  with,  and  he 
would  hesitate  often  before  he  would  go  on 
spending  from  year  to  year  sums  of  money 
the  effect  of  which  would  certainly  be  to  in- 
crease his  taxation.  I  say  he  would,  and  there- 
fore he  had  no  inducement  under  the  old  law 
either  to  spend  his  capital  or  to  encourage  his 
enterprise. 

Mr.  MASSEY. — More  improvements  were 
made  at  that  time  than  have  ever  been  made 
since. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— WeU,  the  statistics  of  the 
colony  do  not  show  that. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— They  do. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— Pardon  me ;  the  acreage 
of  ground  under  cultivation  and  the  number 
of  holdings  taken  up  show  a  very  different 
state  of  things.  They  show  a  very  great  in- 
crease ;  and  that  is  the  best  evidence.  I  do 
not  say  the  taxation  we  have  under  the  pre- 
sent system  is  by  any  argument  all  that  can  be 
desired,  but,  still,  there  is  something  more  equi- 
table in  the  system  of  taxation  now,  where  the 
individual  taxpayer  is  not  taxed  because  he 
elects  to  spend  from  year  to  year  some  of  hie 
earnings,  or  some  of  his  capital,  or  some  of  his 
labour.  Now  let  me  take  another  Act  passed 
by  the  present  Gk>vemment,  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  before,  but  in  order  to  support  my 
arguments  I  must  refer  to  it  again — ^I  allude  to 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act.  Is  not  that  a 
satisfactory  Act  for  the  progress  of  the  colony  ? 
I  do  not  thii^  any  honourable   gentleman* 
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•▼en  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  will  dis- 
agree with  me  in  my  opinion  of  that  Aot,  or 
the  policy  of  that  Aot.  I  doabt  very  mnoh 
whether  any  of  them  would  be  prepared  to 
denounce  that  Aot  in  their  electorates,  for,  so 
far  as  I  can  gather  in  my  travels  through  the 
country,  I  have  been  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  that  Act  is  well  received  and  appreciated 
among  the  people  generally.  In  those  parts  of 
the  colony  where  all  the  Grown  lands  have 
been  disposed  of  years  ago — where  old  settlers 
existed,  and  their  sons  have  grown  up,  and 
tiieb  daughters  have  grown  up  and  got  married, 
and  no  Grown  lands  existea  on  which  they 
could  form  homes  for  themselves — many  of  the 
young  people  full  of  enterprise  went  elsewhere  ; 
and  if  they  did  not  leave  the  colony  altogether 
they  went  to  other  parts  of  the  colony  to  seek 
for  land,  and  many  of  them,  I  fear,  who  were 
unable  to  find  land  left  the  colony.  Now,  what  is 
the  present  state  of  things  7  This  policy  mea- 
sure has  only  been  working  a  very  few  years — 
in  fact,  the  machinery  has  hardly  got  fairly  to 
work — and  it  would  be  unfair  if  a  mistake  were 
made  to  condemn  the  policy  at  this  early  stage. 
But  unquestionably,  while  travelling  among  our 
colonists,  I  have  seen  sufficient  to  satisfy  me 
that  the  Act  is  working  very  well.  Small  settle- 
ments have  been,  and  are  being,  set  down  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony  where  people,  be- 
fore this  Act  became  law,  were  unable  to  get 
homes,  and  I  only  hope,  whatever  Government 
may  sit  on  these  benches,  they  will  continue 
that  Act  in  a  prudent  and  liberal  way— that 
they  will,  at  any  rate,  take  care  always  to  ask 
Parliament  to  give  them  sufficient  means  and 
sufficient  authority  to  acquire  land  for  the 
wants  of  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  colony. 
If  they  do  so  I  feel  sure  that  at  the  end  of 
the  present  decade— I  feel  perfectly  satisfied 
about  it — the  results  will  be  astounding 
to  those  who  have  to  deal  with  the  politics  of 
this  country.  Now,  Sir,  a  still  more  important 
and  beneficial  Act  than  the  last  two  to 
which  I  have  referred  is  one  that  was  passed 
about  the  same  time— namely,  the  Govern- 
ment Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  Well,  can 
any  one  contend  that  that  Act  has  not  been 
beneficial  to  the  whole  of  the  people  of  this 
colony?  Has  not  that  Act  really  been  the 
forerunner  and  machinery  for  reducing  the 
high  rates  of  interest  from  8,  9,  10,  and  even 
12  per  cent,  to  a  moderate  rate— even  below 
6  per  cent.  ?  It  is  true  that  the  Government 
rate  is  5  per  cent.,  but  we  know  that  outside 
rates  are  even  lower,  and  that  money  can  be 
freely  borrowed  on  good  security  at  4^  per 
cent.  It  is  all  very  fine  for  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  to  deny 
that  this  Act  has  been  the  cause  of  cheapening 
money.  But  there  can  be  no  question  that, 
under  the  Loan  Act  which  gave  the  Go- 
vernment authority  to  raise  the  moneys 
for  advancing  to  the  eettlers  at  that  time, 
the  money  was  much  more  successfully 
borrowed  in  the  London  market  than  any 
loan  that  previously  bad  been  authorised 
in  anv  part  of  Australasia — I  mean  the  rais- 
ing of  the  losn  through  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
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land.  There  can  he  no  doubt  about  it,  as  the 
money  was  borrowed  at  very  little  above  3  per 
cent.,  which  showed  that  capitalists  of  the  old 
school  had  sufficient  confidence,  and  that,  not- 
withstanding the  wise  predictions  which  were 
made  when  that  policy  measure  was  brought 
down  here  and  discussed,  capitalists  lent 
their  money  freely  at  that  rate  of  interest, 
knowing  full  well  what  they  were  doing. 
7  SO  ^^'*  ^  ^^^^  already  said  that  I  look 
'  upon  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Aot  as 
one  of  the  most  beneficial  of  three  import- 
ant Acts  passed  in  this  House.  It  has  not 
only  benefited  the  settlers  directly  who  have 
come  under  its  conditions,  but  it  has  benefited 
a  great  many  more  indirectly.  Many  hundreds 
of  settlers  have  already  come  under  its  con- 
ditions, and  been  relieved  of  paying  high 
rates  of  interest,  which  promised  ruination  had 
they  been  compelled  much  longer  to  pay 
such  rates.  In  fact,  as  is  well  known,  settlers 
have  been  ruined  frequently  in  this  colony  by 
having  to  pay  exorbitant  rates  of  interest ;  and 
it  was  not  until  this  Act  came  into  force  and 
was  put  practically  to  work  that* those  who 
were  suffering  under  the  hardships  of  usurers* 
rates  of  interest  were  able  to  get  relief.  The 
House  must  remember  that  this  Act  not  only 
afforded  special  relief  directly,  but  the  influenoes 
of  its  conditions  were  used  as  a  lever  to  upset 
many  a  heavy  load  of  interest  exacted  here- 
tofore by  monetary  institutions  from  the 
settlers  of  this  country,  and  it  was  alone  by 
the  relief  afforded  under  this  Act  that  so 
many  settlers  gained  benefits  under  its  benign 
conditions,  such  as  were  never  offered  to 
them  before.  And  I  further  say.  Sir,  that 
these  three  Acts  to  which  I  have  alluded 
this  afternoon  as  having  been  passed  into  law 
by  the  present  Government,  ana  which  I  again 
name — the  repeal  of  the  property- tax  in  favour 
of  the  land-  and  income-tax  pure  and  simple,, 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Aot,  and  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act — these  three  Acts,  in  my 
opinion,  form  a  three-act  political  drama  in 
real  life  of  the  very  best  character  that  has 
ever  been  brought  on  to  the  floor  of  this  House^ 
and  such  an  one  as  I  believe  wOl  live  for  many 
decades  in  this  country— will  live  long  alter 
these  honourable  gentlemen  not  only  have  left 
these  benches,  but  have  departed  elsewhere. 
Now,  Sir,  I  must  in  the  short  time  I  have  left 
at  my  disposal  refer  again  to  some  of  the  un> 
finished  rulways.  I  speak  particularly  as  a 
member  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  colony 
on  the  subject  of  its  railways,  because  I  am 
one  of  those  who  do  not  believe  in  a  system  of 
parish  representation.  I  believe  in  looking  to 
the  interests  of  the  colony  first ;  and  when  I 
look  over  the  list  of  railways  of  which  surveys 
have  been  made,  some  of  which  are  main  trunk 
lines,  that  are  being  dawdled  along,  a  few — I 
was  going  to  say  yards— only  a  few  miles  oon- 
structed  year  by  year,  while  our  colony  is  made 
to  appear  flourishing  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
I  say  it  is  inconsistent  and  degrading  to  our 
progress.  We  should  face  the  question  [boldly,, 
and  in  a  statesmanlike  way.  I  say  thati  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  and  Ministers  shonld 
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rise  to  the  occasion ;  and  if  the  coantrv  is  as 
prosperous  as  this  Budget  wishes  us  to  helieve 
— and  which  I  do,  to  a  great  extent,  helieve — 
then,  I  say,  there  is  no  excuse  for  our  going 
along  in  a  piecemeal  fashion,  and  construct- 
ing over  the  course  of  ten  years  a  paltry  802 
miles,  which  is  really  the  distance  con- 
fitructed  during  the  decade  from  1887  to  1897. 
And  during  the  last  year  we  have  constructed 
the  enormous  distance  of  thirty-eight  miles. 
Well,  Sir,  is  it  creditable  ?  If  we  can  show  a 
euiplus  such  as  is  shown  for  the  last  financial 
year — a  surplus  year  by  year  for  many  years 
past — then,  I  say,  the  people  in  this  colony 
will  wonder  what  we  are  about  if  this  is  the 
way  we  are  going  to  bring  up-to-date  com- 
munication to  the  doors  of  those  who  live 
in  the  interior.  Take,  for  instance— and  no 
honourable  member  can  say  I  am  speaking 
from  the  point  of  view  of  my  own  represen- 
tative district — take,  for  instance,  the  North 
Island  Trunk  line.  I  say  that  ought  ere  this 
to  have  been  finished — decidedly  it  ought  to 
have  been  finished.  That  is  a  main  line.  And 
now  that  we  can  borrow  money  at  3  per  cent, 
where  we  paid  double  that  rate  a  few  years 
ago,  what  excuse  have  we,  with  our  boasted 
surplus,  for  not  going  on  in  a  businesslike  as 
well  as  a  statesmanlike  way  in  constructing 
such  works  as  these  which  will  be  of  lasting 
benefit  to  this  country  ?  Sir,  we  have  no 
excuse  whatever,  because,  while  a  public  work 
might  not  pay  if  we  had  to  borrow  money 
at  6  per  cent.,  it  is  quite  a  different  thing  to 
get  the  money  at  half  that  rate.  We  have  now 
2,056  miles  8  chains  of  running  railroads. 
That  is  the  extent  of  iron  road  already  com- 
pleted in  this  country,  that  is  doing  practical 
work  at  a  cost  of  £6,097  less  than  sixteen 
millions.  That  is  about  £8,000  per  mile. 
Then,  take  the  104  miles  which  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works — I  am  sorry  he  is  not  here — 
seems  to  be  amusing  himself  with.  I  maintain 
that  if  we  took  the  whole  sum  of  half  a  million 
that  the  Qovemment  propose  to  borrow  in  aid 
cf  public  works,  and  applied  it  to  finishing  the 
104  miles  now  under  construction  as  rapidly  as 

Sossible,  that  would  be  a  very  good  work  in- 
eed.  And  we  ought  to  construct,  not  thirty- 
eight  miles,  but  nearer  a  hundred  miles  a 
year  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  popu- 
lation we  have  already  in  this  country ;  that  is, 
if  we  wish  to  encourage  people  to  come  to  it,  and 
if  we  also  wish  to  encourage  settlement  in  the 
interior.  Take,  for  instance,  another  main 
line,  running  through  my  district — the  Otago 
Central.  It  is  true  that  line  has  been  to  a 
certain  extent  under  a  cloud,  or  condemned, 
because  it  was  said  to  start  and  run  into  coun- 
try that  was  not  of  the  very  best  character. 
Sir,  I  ask  honourable  gentlemen  if  the  early 
eettlers  who  went  up  into  that  country  and 
were  pioneers  there  nearly  forty  years  ago,  and 
made  their  homes  there— if  they  are  to  be  pun- 
ished because  mistakes  were  made  by  the  Bail- 
way  Department  in  bygone  years  in  starting  this 
railway  through  rocky  country  for  many  miles 
to  begin  with  7  I  say  No ;  they  have  no  right 
to  suffer  on  that  account.    The  line  has  now 


been  pushed  on  through  the  very  worst  of  the 
country  it  has  to  travel,  and  at  a  very  great  cost, 
as  ten  miles  now  can  be  made  nearly  as  cheaply 
as  one  mile  heretofore.  The  line  has  got  into 
very  fair  country  for  settlement — country  that 
will  make  the  whole  line  reproductive  if  pushed 
on  expeditiously,  and  as.  I  believe  that  a  little 
over  £100,000  would  run  the  line  well  into  the 
locality  of  its  centre  at  Olyde,  the  sooner  that 
is  done  the  better.  It  was  unfair  to  those 
early  settlers  that  they  were  allowed  to  make 
their  homes  in  the  interior  so  long  without 
proper  means  of  communication.  There  is 
another  similar  case  on  the  borders  of  Central 
Otago,  of  which  honourable  members  have 
heard — the  Heriot-Boxburgh  line.  This  is  a 
hard  case.  How  were  those  settlers  first  in- 
duced to  go  there?  They  were  told  by  the 
Otago  Provincial  Government  that  if  they 
purchased  their  lands  and  crossed  over  the 
Blue  Mountains,  and  undertook  all  kinds  of 
hardships  by  making  their  own  roads  and 
tracks,  thev  should  have  railway  communi- 
cation within  a  few  years.  It  is  fast 
going  on  for  thirty  years  since  these  hard- 
working pioneers  settled  there  in  the  days  of 
pioneering  hardships,  and  they  have  no  rail- 
way yet.  They  have  a  railway  coming  near 
them  from  Tapanui,  but  nothing  has  been 
done  for  years  to  extend  it,  and  the  policy  of 
extension  has  been  absolutely  stagnant.  I  say, 
Sir,  this  is  not  fair.  The  early  settlers  of  Can- 
terbury were  treated  very  differently.  They 
were  lucky  enough  to  have  the  Minister  for 
Bailways  in  the  Ministry  when  the  public- 
works  policy  was  introduced  into  this  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  only  were  millions  of  public- 
works  moneys  flung  about,  but,  I  was  going  to 
say,  many  hundred  thousands  of  Canterbury 
land  funds.  The  settlers  there  not  only  got 
railways  made  more  than  twenty  years  ago 
intersecting  the  whole  country,  but  where 
the  country  was  not  intersected  by  the  best 
kind  of  railroad  they  had  the  best  kind  of 
metalled  road,  and  they  received  advantages 
which  no  other  parts  of  this  colony  had.  Sir, 
it  is  all  very  well  for  those  honourable  gentle- 
men now  to  look  passively  on  at  the  claims 
of  the  interior  of  other  parts  of  this  country 
that  have  not  been  so  well  cared  for  and 
favoured,  but  they  should  help  and  give  all  the 
assistance  they  can  to  others  in  distant  parts 
to  get  the  same  advantages  they  have  enjoyed 
so  long  in  Canterbury.  Sir,  a  great  deal  has 
been  said  about  the  corruption  and  malad- 
ministration by  my  friends  on  these  benches, 
and  the  library,  building  has  been  held  up  as  a 
specimen  of  it — this  great  work  costing,  even 
according  to  their  own  statements,  only  £8,000 
more  than  voted  by  Parliament.  Sir,  I  will 
undertaJce  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  single 
member  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House 
who,  if  he  spoke  truly  the  feeling  in  his  heart, 
would  not,  had  he  been  standing  by  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  when  he  had  occasion  to 
have  part  of  the  old  building  pulled  down  in 
order  to  spend  the  £7,000,  and  had  seen  the 
rottenness  of  the  work  as  it  was  being  demol- 
ished, at  once  have  said  **  Qo  on,  you  cannot 
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stop  there  ;  if  you  have  got  the  money  you  had 
better  go  on  and  erect  a  building  suoh  as  will 
be  uaeful  for  Parliament  and  a  credit  to  the 
colony." 

Mr.  FIELD  (Otaki).— Sir,  I  intend  to  avoid 
the  technical  questions  that  have  been  touched 
apon  by  many  honourable  members.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  a  financial  expert,  and  shall 
therefore  confine  myself  to  making  a  few  re- 
marks, which,  I  believe,  are  allowed  during 
the  latitude  usually  extended,  to  members 
during  the  course  of  a  financial  debate.  I 
have  listened  with  a  considerable  amount  of 
interest,  and  also  with  some  disappointment, 
to  &e— to  my  mind — unfair  tone  taken  by  the 
two  sides  of  the  House  during  this  debate.  It 
appears  to  me  that  each  holds  that  nothing 
good  can  come  out  of  the  other  side.  The 
Opposition  confine  themselves  more  particu- 
larly to  throwing  mud  at  the  Government, 
and  the  Government  members  appear  to  me  to 
confine  a  great  part  of  their  attention  to 
throwing  mud  at  the  Opposition.  For  my 
own  part,  I  shall  endeavour  so  far  as  I  am 
able  to  avoid  that  kind  of  thing.  I  do  not 
think  any  good  comes  of  exhibitions  of  feel- 
ing of  that  kind.  I  have  my  own  opinions, 
and  shall  endeavour  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
to  express  them  fairly  and  impartially.  It 
has  been  argued  by  various  members  of  the 
Opposition  that  the  fact  that  we  have  a  sub- 
stantial surplus  is  evidence  that  the  Govern- 
ment  should  have  reduced  taxation— that  they 
are  wringing  more  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
unfortunate  taxpayers  than  they  have  any 
right  to  do.  But  I  should  like  to  observe  that 
had  the  surplus  been  a  deficit  the  cry  would 
have  been  that  the  Government  had  not  im- 
posed taxation  enough,  or  had  maladministered 
the  revenue  which  came  to  their  hand.  We 
also  had  reference  made  to  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  respect  to  the  library.  It  has 
been  argued  that  at  the  time  we  passed  the 
£7,000  last  session  for  the  library  the  members 
of  this  House  did  not  understand  the  extent 
of  the  work  that  was  actually  to  be  done.  I 
shall  confine  myself  to  saying  this:  Whether 
the  members  understood  what  was  being  done 
or  not,  that,  considering  the  state  in  which  the 
Government  found  the  old  building,  they  were 
perfectly  justified  in  pulling  the  whole  lot  down 
and  entering  into  a  more  extensive  work  than 
was  at  first  anticipated. 

Mr.  CARSON.— They  knew  it  long  ago. 

Mr.  FIELD.— Possibly  they  did ;  probably 
they  ought  to  have  known.  I  am  certain  my- 
self the  building  recently  pulled  doyna  was 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  pest-house,  and 
the  country  and  the  House  are  well  rid  of  it. 
A  motion  was  moved  during  the  early  part 
of  the  debate  which  practically  was  regarded 
as  a  want-of-confidence  motion,  and  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  took  for  his  text  the  railway 
management  of  the  colony.  Now,  it  appears 
to  me  that  if  the  railway  management  is  the 
weakest  spot  in  the  Government  armour,  they 
must  be  very  strong  indeed.  I  do  not  think 
we  ever  had  a  more  capable,  painstaking,  and 
industrious  Minister  for  Railways  than  the 
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present,  and  I  think,  if  our  railways  always 
remained  in  equally  good  hands,  we  need  have 
nothing  to  fear  on  that  score.  Whilst  on  the 
question  of  railway  management — I  do  not 
set  myself  up  as  a  railway  expert — I  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words  with  reference  to 
the  position  the  Government  have  taken  up 
in  connection  with  the  Manawatu  Railway 
Company.  I  am  no  friend  of  the  Manawatu 
Railway  Company:  I  know  they  exact  their 
pound  of  flesh ;  they  get  all  they  can  out  of 
the  people  who  are  dependent  on  them  for  the 
means  of  transit.  It  is  true  they  are  bound 
down  by  regulations  which  prevent  tiiem  from 
charging  more  than  the  Government;  but  at 
the  same  time  they  charge  to  the  full  what 
they  are  privileged  to  do  under  those  regula- 
tions. But,  still,  at  the  same  time  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  dignified  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  take  up  the  attitude  of  ordinary 
business  opposition.  Were  the  Wellington- 
WoodviUe  line  owned  by  a  private  company 
and  they  ran  in  opposition  to  the  Wellington- 
Manawatu  Company,  we  might  regard  it  to 
some  extent  as  sharp  business ;  but  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  do  that  kind  of  thing  is,  I  think,  un- 
worthy. Now,  I  think,  myself,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  taken  over  that  line  before 
now,  and  certainly  they  should  do  so  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity.  It  is  argued,  I 
know,  by  members  of  the  Government  that  it 
would  not  pay.  They  argue  that  the  oompany 
does  not  pay  dividends  out  of  the  revenue  which 
they  derive  from  the  line ;  but  it  appears  patent 
to  me— and  it  must  be  patent  io  any  one  who 
sees  the  traffic  on  that  line,  to  any  one  who 
takes  the  most  cursory  glance  at  it — that  the 
line  cannot  do  otherwise  than  pay.  If  there  is 
a  line  in  the  North  Island  that  would  pay  the 
Government,  most  assuredly  it  is  that  one. 
And,  further  than  saying  that  it  would  pay,  I 
believe  it  would  be  a  profitable  investment  for 
the  Government.  At  the  present  time  the 
Wellington-Manawatu  Company  pay — I  for- 
get just  at  present  the  figures,  but  they  pay 
a  very  large  sum  to  the  local  bodies  of  the 
districts  through  which  their  line  runs  in 
the  shape  of  rates,  which  the  Government 
would  not  pay.  It  is  true  that  in  equity  the 
Government  would  have  to  pay  a  few  special 
rates  in  respect  of  portions  of  the  railway  which 
are  included  within  special  rating  areas,  but 
that  only  applies  to  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
line.  By  far  the  larger  portion  of  it  is  not  taxed 
in  any  suoh  way,  and  the  Government  would 
be  relieved  of  the  rates  which  the  company  now 
pays  to  the  extent  of  some  thousands  a  year. 
In  addition  to  this  the  company  also  pays  taxes 
to  the  Government,  and  I  certainly  think  it  is 
undeniable  that  the  taking-over  of  that  line 
would  pay  the  colony.  Now  I  propose  to  say 
a  few  words  with  reference  to  the  settlement  of 
our  lands.  I  am  quite  aware  that  I  am  to  a 
large  extent  repeating  remarks  which  have 
been  made  by  previous  speakers.  I  give  the 
Minister  of  Lands  the  utmost  credit  for  the 
action  which  he  has  taken  with  referenoe  to 
the  settlement  of  our  lands.  I  fully  recognise 
that  there  is  no  man  in  the  colony  more  earnest 
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in  hit  desire  to  settle  our  lands  properly  and 
satisfactorily  than  the  Minister  of  Lands,  but 
at  the  same  time  the  management  of  his 
officers  is  not  alwavs  satisfactory.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  believe  in  catting  up  our 
lands  into  such  very  small  areas.  I  regard  it 
as  a  Hne  qua  non  that  a  man  should  have 
sufficient  land  to  enable  him  to  make  a  com- 
fortable living.  For  a  man  to  go  on  land,  be 
tied  down  to  it,  and  only  able  to  eke  out  a 
inere  existence  is  absolute  cruelty,  and  on  that 
account  I  am  not  in  accord  with  the  indis- 
criminate breaking -up  of  the  land  into  small 
holdings  such  as  is  the  case  now.  It  is  a 
thins  that  is  remedying  itself.  The  various 
Land  Boards  of  the  colony  are  finding  that 
these  small  holdings  do  not  do  everywhere, 
and  they  are  putting  two  or  three  sections  to- 
gether,  and  thereby  getting  over  the  difficulty. 
At  the  same  time,  the  very  subdivision  of  the 
land  into  these  small  areas  is  in  itself  a  costly 
process,  and  were  a  little  more  discretion  exer- 
cised by  the  men  who  have  the  subdivieion 
of  these  lands  it  would  mean  a  considerable 
saving  to  the  colony.  The  number  of  forfeitures 
and  surrenders  have  been  quoted  as  against  our 
present  system  by  various  speakers,  but  I  would 
point  out  to  the  House— and  I  am  speaking 
now  more  particularly  of  my  own  district,  the 
working  of  which  I  am  thoroughly  conversant 
with — that  these  forfeitures  are  very  often  more 
apparent  than  real.  A  man's  section  is  forfeited 
for  non-payment  of  rent.  It  is  often  a  formal 
matter,  the  object  being  to  induce  bim  to  pay 
his  rent,  and  the  number  of  forfeitures  that 
appear  on  our  records  do  not  always  indicate  the 
actual  number  of  forfeitures  and  surrenders. 
And,  further,  I  observe  this :  that  in  the  case  of 
suitable  sections  and  suitable  land  the  land  is 
reseleoted  on  the  shortest  possible  notice.  An- 
other objection  I  have  to  the  present  system 
is  the  method  of  classification.  At  the  present 
time  land  is  classified  in  proportion  to  its 
value.  That,  I  think,  should  not  be.  I  think 
the  capacity  of  the  land,  wherever  it  may  be 
situated,  is  the  basis  which  should  be  adopted 
for  that  purpose.  There  is  another  question 
that  I  have  not  heard  referred  to,  so  far  as  I 
recollect,  in  this  House,  and  a  phase  which 
I  think  the  administration  of  our  land- laws 
should  take,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  our 
land-laws.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  regu- 
lations limiting  the  lurea  which  a  man  should 
hold  as  a  tenant  of  the  Grown.  For  my  part,  I 
should  like  to  see  a  similar  principle  introduced 
with  respect  to  our  freehold  lands.  I  would 
like  to  see  the  lands  of  the  colony  classified. 
Have  as  many  classes  as  you  like,  but  let  them 
be  classified  upon  the  basis  which  I  have  spoken 
of— on  their  capacity,  without  regard  to  their 
actual  position.  Have  as  many  classes  as  you 
like — as  many  classes  as  you  like  of  agricul- 
tural land,  as  many  classes  as  you  like  of 
pastoral  land— but,  having  classified  them  on 
the  basis  I  speak  of,  let  the  State  decide  how 
much  it  is  expedient  in  the  interests  of  the 
oommunity  a  man  should  hold  of  each  or 
every  class.  Having  done  that,  I  would  not 
allow  a  man  to  buy  after  a  certain  time  more 


than  that  area.  I  would  not  interfere  with 
the  present  holdings.  I  would  not  compel  any 
man  to  sell :  let  uie  breaking-up  come  by  na- 
tural process ;  but  I  would  provide  that  a  man 
should  not  be  allowed  to  acquire  more  than 
that  area,  whether  freehold  or  leasehold.  It 
could  be  done  without  anything  like  a  revolu- 
tion. Our  Land  for  Settlements  Act  would  go 
on  all  the  same,  but  this  would  be  a  graduiJ 
process,  which  in  course  of  time  would  reduce 
all  the  agricultural  and  pastoral  districts  into 
g  Q  such  areas  as  I  think  they  should  be 
held.  At  the  same  time,  I  would  have 
such  areas  that  a  man  could  comfortably  live 
on  them  wherever  they  might  happen  to  be. 
In  the  vicinity  of  centres  of  population  these 
areas  would,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  affairs,  be 
further  subdivided ;  but  still,  at  the  same  time, 
if  a  man  chose  I  should  not  prevent  him  from 
the  maximum.  Of  course,  I  quite  admit  you 
could  not  apply  this  principle  to  boroughs.  I 
admit,  also,  that  we  have  borqughs  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony  that  contain  what  are 
simply  country  lands,  and  in  such  places 
boroughs  should  never  have  been  constituted 
at  all.  Another  subject  which  I  feel  very 
strongly  upon  is  the  question  of  roads.  I 
admit  our  Qovemment  has  put  forth  pretty 
well  every  nerve  in  the  construction  of  roads  in 
the  back  country,  but  a  great  deal  more  re- 
quires to  be  done,  and  I  hope  they  will 
strenuously  keep  that  in  view,  and  continually 
increase  their  efforts  until  that  question  is  in  a 
more  satisfactory  position  than  it  is  now. 
There  are  hundreds  of  the  selectors  in  our  back 
districts  who  are  badly  off  for  roads,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  say  in  very  many  instances  they  have 
been  put  there  on  the  supposition  that  their 
roads  would  be  made  for  them,  and  that  has 
not  yet  been  done.  Now,  with  reference  to 
some  of  our  roads,  such  as  our  main,  our 
arterial  roads,  they  to  my  mind  should  be 
made  and  maintained  out  of  the  general  funds 
of  the  State.  They  are  there  for  no  par- 
ticular section  of  the  community  ;  they  aro 
used  all  round  as  much  by  the  town  as  bv  the 
country ;  and  I  think  the  whole  State  should 
bear  their  cost.  A  word.  Sir,  in  reference  to 
the  valuation  of  the  colony  Tecently  made  by 
the  Government.  I  am  quite  satisfied  in  my 
own  mind  that  a  good  reliable  valuation  waa 
very,  very  badly  needed,  and  would  be  exceed- 
ingly useful.  But  I  am  afraid  that  object  has 
not  been  attained  in  all  cases.  I  am  afraid 
that  sufficient  discrimination  was  not  exercised 
in  the  selection  of  our  valuers ;  and  I  am  afraid 
I  could  say  something  worse  of  some  of  the 
Superintending  Valuers.  I  should  certainly, 
have  liked  to  have  seen  a  great  many  more  ob- 
ject to  the  values  than  was  the  case,  because  I 
regard  it  was  necessary  the  valuation  should  be 
made  as  nearly  perfect  as  possible,  and  that  every 
man  who  felt  himself  aggrieved  should  have 
objected.  I  am  very  sorry  indeed  that  during 
the  time  that  was  going  on  I  myself  was  ill 
m  bed,  otherwise  I  should  have  taken  a  very 
much  more  active  interest  in  the  valuations  in 
my  own  district  than  I  did.  I  certainly  think, 
speaking  of  the  Wellington  Provincial  District,, 
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that  Bome  ot  our  obleoton  did  not  receive  the 
fair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  ABsesement 
Oourt  that  they  should.  They  had  not  suffi- 
oient  notice  given  to  them.  Speaking  for 
myself,  I  received  my  notice  of  objection  on 
Friday  evening.  It  arrived  at  my  nearest  ijost- 
office  on  that  Friday  momingi  and  notified 
me  that  I  should  have  to  be  in  Wellington 
to  object  on  Monday  morning.  That  was  not 
notice  enough.  And  when  I  am  speaking  for 
myself  I  am  speaking  for  scores  of  my  neigh- 
bours. Indeed,  it  is  within  my  knowledge  that 
it  was  impossible  sometimes  for  them,  owing 
to  the  very  short  notice,  to  attend  the  Court 
in  time.  When  casting  these  reflections  I 
would  like  to  say  one  thing :  I  do  not  mean  to 
cast  any  reflection  on  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, Mr.  McQcwan.  I  regard  him  as  one  of 
the  most  valuable  servants  fn  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  if  all  the  public  servants  were  half 
as  good  we  would  get  on  very  much  better  than 
we  do.  There  is  no  doubt,  I  think,  but  that  we 
will  find,  as  time  goes  on,  that  objectionable 
alterations  were  made.  The  valuations  made 
by  the  local  valuers  were  in  some  instances 
tampered  with  after  they  left  their  hands.  I 
know  one  case  in  my  own  district  where  the 
valuation  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land  was 
raised  at  one  jump  £1,000,  and  there  was  no 
good  and  sufficient  reason  given— in  fact,  no 
reason  was  given  at  all.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
for  me  to  say  that,  on  protest  being  made, 
that  increased  valuation  was  found  not  to  be 
sustainable,  and  it  was  taken  off  without  a 
word.  Now,  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  said 
during  the  session  respecting  the  Minister  of 
Land's  Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  I  have  heard 
it  said  that  it  was  not  requisite  that  we  should 
raise  the  further  million  and  a  half  that  was 
outlined  in  the  principal  measure.  Well,  to 
my  mind,  I  think  it  is  necessary,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  quite  agree  with  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  and  I  think  this  House  generally  must 
agree  that  he  adopts  a  wise  course  in  refusing 
to  be  obliged  to  raise  it  all  at  once.  What  he 
seeks  is  that  he  shall  raise  it  simply  as  he 
requires  it,  and  that  no  doubt  is  the  common- 
sense  method.  It  is  also  said,  it  is  the  favourite 
contention  of  the  Opposition,  that  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Act  haid  no  effect  in  lowering  the 
rate  of  interest.  Well,  I  shall  not  enlarge  upon 
that  subject.  It  appears  to  me  almost  absurd 
taput  forward  such  a  contention.  Who  in  this 
world  ever  heard  of  a  professional  money-lender 
lowering  the  rates  of  interest  voluntarily? 
There  is  not  one  who  ever  did  it,  sq  far  as  I 
know,  unless  it  was  to  suit  his  own  purpose ; 
and,  if  the  Gk>vemment  does  not  lend  a  pound, 
80  long  as  they  leave  that  statute  in  force  it 
will  be  a  menace  to  money-lenders,  and  it  will 
have  a  controlling  effect,  it  will  prevent  them 
in  the  future  from  charging  a  higher  rate  than 
that  at  which  people  can  get  the  money  from 
the  Government.  While  on  this  subject,  I 
would  like  to  say  that  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  lend  money  as  cheaply  as 
they  can  possibly  afford,  and  as  soon  as  they 
are  able  to  reduce  the  present  rate  of  interest 
they  should  do  so.  It  appears  to  me  that 
Ur.  Field 


if  the  Government  can  borrow  money  at 
S  per  cent.,  or  at  a  trifle  more  than  8  per 
cent.,  possibly  when  they  get  the  department 
into  thorough  working  -  order  they  may  be 
able  to  lend  money  to  settlers  at  a  lower  rate 
than  5  per  cent.,  and  I  hope  as  soon  as  thev 
can  afford  it  they  will  do  so.  Just  a  few  wordu 
with  reference  to  Native  affairs.  I  shall  not 
enlarge  upon  this  subject,  because  I  andentand 
I  shall  have  another  opportunity.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject I  know  something  about.  I  have  been 
conversant  with  Natives  and  their  affairs  ever 
since  childhood,  and  I  understand  their  lang- 
uage and  customs,  and  am  qualified  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  the  measure  which,  I  under- 
stand, is  proposed  by  the  Government,  and 
which  has  Deen  introduced.  I  may  say,  at  the 
outset,  that  I  do  not  approve  of  it.  I  object  to 
it  altogether.  To  my  mind,  there  is  one  oardi- 
nal  objection,  and  it  is  this :  There  are  a  few 
Native  families  in  the  colony  at  the  present 
moment  who  still  own  pretty  nearly  all  their 
ancestral  lands — they  own  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  land.  Now,  we  know  pretty 
well  that  the  Natives  are  a  fast-decreasing 
quantity,  and  tbat  the  land  is  an  increasing 
quantity  so  far  as  value  is  concerned.  The 
result  will  be,  if  we  set  up  a  trust  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  those  lands,  in  the  oonree  of 
time  those  lands  would  be  owned  by  a  few 
Natives.  That  is  my  first  objection  to  the  Bill. 
In  the  second  place,  I  think  it  will  be  bad  for 
the  present  generation  of  Natives.  It  provides 
that  the  Government  may  advance  money  for 
the  purpose  of  administering  and  working  the 
lana,  and  that  the  owners  will  have  to  pay  for 
it.  That  might  be  very  good  for  the  children 
of  the  present  occupiers,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  any  good  to  the  present  occupieiB 
themselves,  because  all  the  revenue  for  a  con- 
siderable time  would  go  in  expenses.  If  the 
Government  want  to  take  possession  of  the 
land,  let  them  approach  the  matter  fairly  and 
squarely;  let  them  provide  liberally  for  the 
requirements  of  the  Natives ;  let  them  set  apart 
sufficient  land  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Natives;  and  let  them  pay  a  fair  value  for 
the  land  which  they  take.  The  Premier  fre- 
quently gets  up  in  this  House  and  throws  mud 
at  those  who  have  acquired  Native  huid.  He 
throws  mud,  also,  at  those  who  have  been 
concerned  in  dealings  with  Natives.  In  some 
instances  the  censure  may  have  been  deearved, 
but  in  the  majority  of  instances  it  certainly  has 
not.  Speaking  as  one  who  has  dealt  in  Native 
land,  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  resent  sudh 
statements  as  those  made  by  the  Premier.  I 
am  not  conscious  of  having  done  an  injury  to  a 
Native  in  my  life.  I  also  recoUect  the  Premier 
saving  that  if  he  heard  of  an  interpreter  asking 
a  Native  to  sell  land  he  would  reoommend  thai 
his  name  be  struck  off  the  roll.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  anything  particularly  vioiona  in 
an  interpreter  asking  a  Native  to  sell  land.  I 
may  say  I  have  never  done  so,  but  I  have 
in  a  few  instances  assisted  to  make  things 
clear  between  the  seller  and  the  porohaaer. 
A  man  who  desires  to  porohaae  Native  land 
very  often  does  not  know  how  to  appioaoh  the 
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l^atives.  I  may  also  say  that,  beyond  the 
oidinary  fee  to  which  I  was  legally  entitled,  I 
have  never  accepted  one  penny  from  either  the 
pnrohaser  or  the  seller.  I  shall  not  say  any- 
thinfl  with  reference  to  local  government.  It  is 
a  subject  which  I  take  a  great  interest  in ;  but 
I  do  not  want  to  detain  the  Hoosei  and  I  shall 
have  another  opportonity  of  speaking  on  this 
subject.  I  cannot  t^o  to  the  length  that  the 
Premier  appears  to  be  inclined  to  go  with  re- 
ference to  the  franchise.  We  had  a  franchise 
Bill  before  us  a  short  time  ago,  and  after  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  it  was  passed  by  the  House  : 
but  to  my  mind  the  franchise  was  not  so  liberal 
when  it  was  passed  as  when  we  commenced.  It 
is  possible  that  under  the  Local  Qovemment 
Bill  a  vote  will  be  given  to  both  the  freeholder 
and  the  tenant.  That  I  altogether  object  to. 
At  the  present  time  our  County  and  Road 
Board  franchise  is  liberal  enough.  Any  man 
who  owns  or  occupies  land,  no  matter  how 
little  or  valueless,  is  entitled  to  a  vote,  and  if 
he  is  tenant  for  six  months  he  is  also  entitled 
to  a  vote.  I  think  that  is  liberal  enough  for 
any  one.  With  reference  to  plural  voting,  I 
am  quite  willing  to  say  that  the  present  maxi- 
mum— five  votes — is  too  large,  and  I  think 
as  a  temporary  course  we  might  reduce  the 
maximum  from  five  to  three.  I  dare  say  the 
time  will  come  when  each  occupier  will  have 
one  vote  only,  but  in  the  meantime,  to  prevent 
a  jar,  I  shall  vote  in  favour  of  the  five  being  re- 
duced to  three.  We  also  had  a  measure  brought 
down  with  reference  to  the  voting  for  loans.  I 
do  not  think  we  ought  to  adopt  the  principle 
of  *'  one  man  one  vote  "  there.  Speaking  of  the 
riding  in  my  county  which  I  represent  in  our 
County  Council,  there  are  some  dozens  of  men 
there  who  own  sections  of  land  valued  at  from 
£5  to  £10.  Each  of  these  men  have  a  vote  :  it 
is  quite  right  he  should  have ;  but  it  is  mon- 
strous to  suppose  that  if  you  are  raising  a  loan 
those  men  should  have  the  same  voice  as  a  man 
who  owns  a  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  property 
close  by.  When  the  time  comes  I  shall  oppose 
the  application  of  the  "one  ratepayer  one 
vote  "  in  that  Bill.  Some  of  my  friends  may 
tell  me  I  am  a  bad  Liberal,  but  I  do  not  think 
so.  I  regard  myself  as  liberal  as  any  one  else 
sitting  here.  Another  thing  which  I  should 
like  to  see  done— and  I  think  the  Government 
is  moving  in  that  direction — is  the  further  en- 
couragement of  our  small  industries.  The  dairy 
industry  has  now  become  a  large  one.  With  Qo- 
vemment  assistance,  that  industry  has  thriven, 
and  I  hope  to  see  further  assistance  given  to  it. 
Another  industry  which  I  think  will  assume 
laige  dimensions  is  the  fruit  industry.  That 
industry  has  my  full  sympathy,  and  it  is  an 
industZT  which,  if  properly  handled,  will,  I 
think,  become  a  very  valuable  one.  The  (Go- 
vernment has  been  found  fault  with  for  what 
has  been  termed  their  indiscriminate  appoint- 
ment of  Inspectors.  For  my  own  part,  I 
should  like  to  see  almost  all  our  exports  in- 
speeted  by  competent  men.  I  shoula  like  to 
see  nothing  but  our  best  meat  sent  awa^.  If  I 
had  my  own  way  there  would  be  nothing  like 
seooncUolass  meat  exported  from  the  colony.    If 


we  are  going  to  hold  our  own  in  the  markets  of 
the  world  I  think  we  shall  have  to  adopt  some 
such  course  as  I  suggest.  We  are  perfectly 
well  aware,  so  far  as  the  frozen-meat  industry 
is  concerned,  that  we  are  being  threatened  by 
competitors  nearer  the  great  markets  of  the 
world  than  we  are,  and  unless  we  insist  upon 
a  high  standard  in  the  articles  we  export  we 
shall  be  beaten  out  of  the  great  markets  in 
a  very  short  time.  It  is  pretty  generally  ac- 
knowledged amongst  those  who  know  the 
business  that  it  is  greatly  owing  to  certain 
dishonest  dealers  in  flax  that  we  have  lost 
that  market.  If  we  had  produced  a  fair  article 
that  industry  would  not  have  gone  to  wreck, 
as  it  has  done  ;  and  no  one  knows  better 
than  the  sheep-farmers  of  this  colony  that 
the  same  thing  holds  good  with  reference  to 
our  frozen  meat.  It  is  to  guard  against  a 
repetition  of  these  things  that  I  have  always 
raised  my  voice.  It  will  be  argued,  I  dare 
say,  that  it  is  an  undue  interference  with  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  but  so  far  as  that  kind 
of  thing  is  concerned  we  must  do  it.  We  hear 
of  a  good  many  interferences  with  the  liberty 
of  the  subject.  I  am  as  strong  an  advocate  of 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  myself  as  any  oae. 
I  believe  in  individual  efforts,  and  I  admire 
individuality  in  any  man,  but  at  the  same 
time  there  are  oocaisions  on  which  you  have 
to  modify  that.  We  hear  from  many  members 
of  the  House  complaints  of  the  action  of  the 
Babbit  Inspectors,  and  I  am  prepared  to  admit 
that  to  some  extent  these  complaints  have 
some  foundation.  I  can  recollect  the  time 
when  it  was  said  that  you  could  not  eradicate 
scab  in  this  colony,  but  we  have  done  it,  and  if 
we  only  approach  the  subject  fairly  and  pro- 
perly you  will  eradicate  the  other  pests  of  one 
kind  and  another  that  trouble  us  now. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  codlin-moth  ? 

Mr.  FIELD.— Yes;  the  codlin-moth  is  an- 
other pest  that  we  can  do  away  with.  We  can 
do  it  thoroughly  if  we  only  take  combined 
action,  and  if  we  tackle  the  subject  in  an 
intelligent  and  thorough  manner  it  can  be 
done. 

Mr.  TANNER.— You  would  not  make  it  a 
permissive  Act  ? 

Mr.  FIELD.— No ;  I  should  make  it  permis- 
sive in  a  large  district.  If  any  district  liked  to 
stand  out  I  would  let  it  do  so.  But  I  would  not 
allow  them  to  send  their  fruit  about  to  infect 
other  districts.  The  charge  has  been  hurled 
against  us  from  the  other  side  of  the  House 
this  afternoon  that  we  on  this  side  are  blind 
followers  of  the  Government.  I  do  not  mind 
whether  I  am  caJled  a  blind  follower  or  not. 
When  I  think  the  Government  wrong  I  say  so, 
and,  if  necessary,  vote  against  them  ;  and  when 
they  are  right  I  shall  support  them. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB  (WaUace).— Sir,  I  have 
just  a  word  or  two  to  say  before  we  come  to  a 
division  on  the  motion  that  is  at  present  before 
the  House,  seeing  that  the  honourable  mem- 
bers of  tne  Opposition  have  evidently  ffot 
nothing  more  to  say  in  the  way  of  criticism  with 
regard  to  the  Financial  Statement.  Sir,  I  may 
preface  my  remarks  on  this  occasion  by  com- 
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plimenting  the  Ministry  on  the  very  sncoessful 
state  of  affairs  and  the  veiry  favourable  Finan- 
cial Statement  that  they  have  been  able  to 
place  before    us.     When    we    reflect  on  the 
verbose  and  apologetic  manner  in  which  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  presented   his  Financial  State- 
ments to  this  House — when  we  consider  how 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  sighed  for  the  days  when 
he  would  be  able  to  show  a  surplus  instead  of 
a  deficit — we   may  consider   ourselves  fortu- 
nate   indeed    to    live    in    an    age  in   which 
surpluses  are  the  rule  instead  of  the  excep- 
tion,  as   they  were   under    the   Conservative 
regime.    There  haa  been  no  necessity  for  em- 
bellishing the  Financial  Statement  with  ornate  | 
language.    We  have  simply  certain  plain  facts 
Eet  forth,  showing  what  the  expenditure  has  I 
been  and  also  what  the  receipts  have  been,  and  ' 
that  there  has  been  a  credit  balance  of  £166,858.  | 
Our    opponents    have   endeavoured    to   make 
capital  out  of  the  fact  that  the  surpluses  added  I 
together  for  the  last  seven  years  would  total  | 
something  over  £2,000,000.     But  allow  me  to 
sav  that  the  true  surpluses  will  be  found  by  { 
subtracting  the  expenditure  from  the  receipts  i 
of  each  year,  and  if  we  add  these  balances  to-  | 
gether  we  have  the  sum  of    £357,179.     That 
amount  can  also  be  found  by  subtracting  the  I 
£148,965,  which  was  the  balance  at  the  time 
the  present  Administration  came  into  office,  ' 
from  the  £521,144,  the  surplus  we  have  just  I 
now.    The  difference  in  these  figures  will  be  { 
the    amount    of    the  credit   balances    during  I 
that  period.    Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  said  by  i 
members  of  the  Opposition  who  have  severely 
criticized  the  Government  on  many  occasions, 
— and,  of  course,  on  this  occasion  they  have 
made  no  exception  to  the  general  rule, — that 
we  should  have  no  surpluses  at  all,  that  we 
should  endeavour  to  make  the  expenditure  and 
the  income  about  equal,  so  that  there  should 
not  be  a  balance  of  any  considerable  amount. 
But  when    we  reflect  that  the   Conservative 
party  in  the  Home-country  took  much  credit 
to  themselves  not  very  long  ago  on  the  fact  of 
having  a  surplus  of  £4,000.000,  then  we  shall 
see  there  is  very  little  in  the  argument  of  the 
members  on  the  Opposition  benches.    Again, 
it  is  pleasing  to  find,  as  was  pointed  out  by 
a  speaker  this  afternoon,  that  the  Australian 
papers  are  loud  in  their  praises  of  the  financial 
condition  of  New  Zealand.    Although  a  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  Opposition  have 
risen  in  their  places  to  criticize  the  adminis- 
tration of    the  Government  they   have  been 
able   to   sheet   home  very  little,   if   anything 
at    all,   against    the   present  Administration. 
During  the  recess,  on   the  public  platforms 
throughout  the  countrv,  they  led  their  audi- 
ences tor  believe  that  when  Parliament  assem- 
bled there  would  be  an  exposure  of  the  malad- 
ministration of  the  Government.    Parliament, 
Sir,    has    assembled,    and    those    honourable 
gentlemen  have  their  opportunity,  and  yet  no 
exposures    have    been    made.    It   is  an  easy 
matter  to  make  charges,  but  it  is  a  different 
matter  to  prove  them.    The  Opposition  party 
have  not  ceased  during  the  administration  of 
the  Liberal  Government  to  make  these  accusa- 
Mr,  Qilfedder 


tionB— to  level  charges  of  bribery,  comipiicn, 
and  maladministration — at  the  heads  of  thi 
Ministry ;  but  not  one  of  these  charges  has  been 
sheeted  home,  and,  judging  from  the  tenor  of 
this  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement,  it 
seems  that  the  Opposition  are  at  their  wits' end 
to  find  some  new  charges  to  hurl  against  the 
occupants  of  the  Treasury  benches.  When  we 
consider  that  four  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Opposition  were  the  other  day,  at  a  caucus 
meeting  of  the  party,  appointed  a  sub-oom- 
mittee  to  draw  up  an  amendment  on  the 
motion  before  the  House,  and  that  the  result 
of  their  combined  effort  was  an  amendment 
of  such  a  trivial  nature  as  the  one  moved 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  we  can 
safely  conclude  that  there  is  very  little  to 
find  fault  with  in  the  financial  position  of  New 
Zealand  at  the  present  time.  We  hear  very 
little  now  of  those  old  Conservative  war-cries 
of  *'  galloping  to  a  deficit,"  of  "  frightening 
away  capital,"  or  anything  of  that  sort.  We  do 
not  hear  now  that  the  Ministry  are  *<  riding  for 
a  fall."  It  was  prophesied  at  the  last  general 
election  that,  with  the  addition  of  a  few  of  the 
leading  lights  now  in  the  Opposition  camp,  the 
Goverment  would  not  be  able  to  hold  office  for 
another  year.  But  we  find  the  Government 
now,  after  two  years  have  gone  by,  in  a  better 
position  than  they  were  at  the  last  general 
election,  and  still  going  well  and  strong.  Sir, 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  laoghs. 
Why,  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu 
was  one  of  those  who  prophesied  that  before 
long  the  Liberal  Administration  would  be 
ejected  from  office  and  the  Conservative  party 
would  be  on  the  Treasury  benches. 

Mr.  FRASER.— So  they  will. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— In  the  sweet  by-and-by. 
No  doubt  it  is  very  discouraging  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wakatipu  and  his  confreres 
on  the  Opposition  benches  to  see  the  long  vista 
of  political  exclusion  opening  out  before  their 
eyes.  I  say  the  Liberal  Administration  is 
stronger  now  by  far  than  it  was  at  the  last 
general  election,  and  the  tide  of  public  opinion 
and  of  popular  sentiment  throughout  the  coun- 
try is  with  the  Government.  Of  course,  we 
know  when  a  Government  are  in  office  they 
will  always  be  made  the  butt  for  sarcasm. 
The  Opposition  parly  were  sent  here  to  oppose 
the  measures  of  the  Government,  and  it  is 
their  duty  to  find  fault  if  possible.  It  is  an 
easy  matter,  too,  to  pick  holes  here  and 
there  in  the  administration  of  any  Go- 
vernment. We  are  all  human  beings.  The 
members  of  the  Ministry  are  but  humaa 
beings,  and  to  err  is  human.  But  I  may  say 
that  although  we  may  find  shortcomings,  per- 
haps weaknesses,  in  the  administration  here 
and  there,  nevertheless  the  Ministry  as  a 
whole  do  their  utmost  to  promote  the  liberal 
interests  of  the  colony,  and  the  general  mass 
of  the  electors  from  the  North  Cape  to  tba 
Blufi  recognise  that  the  eflorts  of  the  Minis- 
terial party  are  in,  the  direction  of  ameliorat- 
ing the  condition  of  the  people.  And  why 
should  it  be  otherwise?  When  we  consider 
who  the  members  of  the  Government  are,  how 
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they  have  risen  from  the  ranks  of  the  working- 
classes  themselves,  how  they  are  heart  and 
soul  with  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
colony,  and  when  we  consider  that  it  is 
by  the  franchise  of  their  confederates  in  toil 
that  they  have  been  placed  in  the  position 
they  hold  at  the  present  time,  we  can  easily 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  their  sympathies 
must  be  with  the  toilers,  with  the  struggling 
people  of  the  colony.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  a  good  man  is  better  than  a 
good  deed.  A  good  Administration  cannot  fail 
to  enact  beneficial  legislation.  The  Opposition, 
unfortunately,  have  no  policy  of  their  own .  -We 
find  them  during  the  recess,  on  the  platforms 
of  the  colony,  finding  fault  with  the  adminis- 
tration, even  with  the  policy,  of  the  present 
Government ;  but  have  they  a  policy  to  lay 
side  by  side  with  the  Ministerial  policy?  If 
they  have,  let  them  tell  us  what  it  is  ? 

Mr.  FRASER. — Do  not  you  wish  you  may 
get  it? 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber  for  Wakatlpu  wishes  to  be  called  in  before 
he  prescribes.  That  is  the  old  excuse  of  those 
honourable  members,  but  we  have  had  treat- 
ment from  these  political  quacks  before  to-day, 
and  the  condition  of  the  patient — the  State — 
under  their  treatment  grew  from  bad  to  worse, 
and  we  are  not  very  likely  to  call  in  those 
political  doctors  again  to  prescribe  for  the 
people  of  the  colony.  There  is  one  member  of 
the  Opposition  camp  who,  on  a  public  platform, 
boastea  they  bad  a  policy,  and  that  the  main 
plank  was  retrenchment,  and  if  it  is  their  in- 
tention to  trade  ou  that  one  plank  of  retrench- 
ment, which  brought  the  Atkinson  Government 
to  grief  in  1890,  it  is  well  the  colony  should 
know  it.  When  'we  consider  how  they  are 
endeavouring  to  get  the  sympathy  of  the 
working- classes  by  bringing  in  such  side-issues 
as  the  amendment  that  was  moved  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  the  other  evening, 
which  actually  indorsed  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  actually  went  so  far  as  to 
admit  that  the  Opposition,  after  putting  their 
beads  together,  could  find  no  stronger  indict- 
ment than  the  one  that,  as  it  were,  embraced 
the  whole  policy  of  the  Government,  they 
should  at  once  say  that  they  will  give  their 
hearty  co-oper«*-tion  and  support  to  carry  this 
policy  into  effect  as  soon  as  possible.  Of 
course,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  Opposi- 
tion are  returned  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  Conservative  interests  and  opposing  the 
Government  measures.  We  do  not  find  fault 
with  them.  If  they  were  on  the  Ministerial 
benches  and  we  in  Opposition  we  should  do 
the  same  on  behalf  of  the  Liberal  party ;  but 
if  there  is  one  thing  that  must  strike  the  people 
of  the  colony  as  peculiar  it  is  the  very  poor 
tactics  as  an  Opposition  that  are  being  adopted 
by  the  members  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House.  One  cannot  help  concluding  that 
there  must  be  some  dissatisfaction  or  other 
in  the  Opposition  camp.  Surely  they  can- 
not be  a  very  happy  family.  They  do  not 
seem  to  pull  well  together  at  all,  when  they 
could  not  with  their  united  intelligence  and 


wisdom  furnish  a  stronger  amendment  than 
the  one  that  was  proposed  to  the  House  a  few 
nights  ago  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
There  is  something  else.  These  measures  that 
have  been  placed  on  the  statute-book  by  the 
present  Administration  the  Conservative  party 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
colony  are  endeavouring  to  take  credit  for.  In 
the  strong  points  of  the  Liberal  Administration 
they  think  they  see  their  own  handiwork,  but 
the  shortcomings  they  attribute  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  present  Government;  bat 
it  is  a  peculiar  thing  to  find  that  these  very 
measures  were.opposed  consistently  and  persist- 
ently by  these  members  who  are  now  willing  to 
give  them  a  fair  trial,  seeing  they  cannot  help 
themselves,  and  that  they  have  been  placed 
on  the  statute-book  with  the  assent  and  the 
consent  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
colony.  There  was  another  war-cry  raised  by 
the  Conservative  party  throughout  the  colony, 
and  that  was  the  war-cry  of  *' spoils  to  tne 
victors."  We  hear  little  of  that  now.  I  think 
that  is  one  of  the  weak  pointy  of  the  present 
Administration — that  the  spoils  are  not  going 
to  the.  victors  but  to  the  vanquished.  From 
appointments  to  the  Supreme  Court  bench 
down  to  appointments  as  surfacemen  on  the 
rpilway  we  find  that  the  great  number  of  the 
positions  that  are  worth  having  are  going  to 
the  Conservative  side  of  the  House  and  not  to 
the  Liberal  side  In  my  own  electorate,  for 
instance,  we  find  that  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
— and  Justices  have  been  spoken  about  very 
much  recently  on  the  floor  of  this  House— are 
for  the  most  part  Conservatives.  I  do  not  find 
fault  with  the  present  Ministry  for  appoint- 
ing these  gentlemen  to  the  Gonamission  of 
the  Peace.  They  are  all  worthy  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
them,  but  it  is  a  peculiar  fact  that  nearly  nino- 
tenths  of  those  appointed  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  colony  are  Conservatives.  Again,  with 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  land-  valuers.  In 
my  own  electorate  there  was  only  one  Liberal 
and  eight  or  nine  Conservatives  appointed. 
And  it  is  a  peculiar  point  in  regard  to  that 
that  the  valuer  who  did  the  best  work  was  not 
one  of  the  Conservative  men  but  the  Liberal 
man.  There  were  fewer  appeals  against  his 
valuation  than  against  any  of  the  valuations 
on  the  Conservative  side.  Then  we  find'  this : 
that  if  the  son  of  a  poor  man  is  appointed  to 
an  office,  if  he  is  appointed  as  a  cadet,  there  is 
usually  a  cry  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 
other.  It  is  said  that  this  is  another  glaring 
example  of  "spoils  to  the  victors.*'  But  if 
the  son  of  a  working-man  is  appointed  as  plate- 
layer on  a  railway,  and  has  to  take  off  his  coat 
and  go  out  in  the  broiling  sun  and  stafad  in  all 
sorts  of  weather,  we  hear  ne  word  about  it, 
because  there  is  an  impression  in  the  minds 
of  the  Conservative  party  that,  seeing  there 
is  work  of  that  sort  and  that  some  one  must 
do  it,  he  who  was  born  to  be  a  hewer  of  wood 
and  a  drawer  of  water  is  the  right  man  or  the 
right  boy  for  that  work.  It  is  the  aim  of 
the  Liberal  party  to  deal  out  evenhanded  jus- 
tice to  all,  irrespective  of  theii  political  opin- 
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ions,  and  we  shall  always  endeavour  to  legislate 
in  such  a  way  that  the  son  or  the  daughter  of 
the  poorest  in  the  country  will  have  the  same 
•opportunities  of  joining  the  Civil  Service  as  the 
eons  and  daughters  of  the  riohest  in  the  land. 
I  hope,  then,  we  shall  hear  little  more  about 
*** spoils  to  the  victors."  That  has  been  worked 
for  all  it  was  worth  throughout  the  colony, 
but  there  are  very  few  complaints  being 
made  at  the  present  time.  They  have  hurled 
•oharges  at  the  present  Government,  and 
they  have  made  baseless  accusations  against 
the  Liberal  Administration,  but  not  one  of 
them  have  they  been  able  so  'far  to  furnish 
proof  of.  Again,  what  about  the  white  ele- 
phant of  Cheviot ;  what  about  the  white 
-elephant  of  Pomahaka;  and  the  brown  bear 
•of  Horowhenua  ?  We  hear  little  about  these 
at  the  present  time.  Why,  all  the  war-cries 
adopted  some  time  ago  by  the  Conservative 
party  have  now  been  given  up,  and  we  are  now 
waiting  to  hear  what  new  battle-cries  they  will 
take  up.  But  there  is  one  thing  that  pains  me 
very  muchi  and  it  must  pain  every  one  who 
has  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  oolony  at 
heart,  and  that  is  to  find  that  our  opponents, 
in  order  to  gain  an  advantage  over  the  Liberal 
party  and  over  the  Liberal  Qovemment,  do 
not  cease  to  asperse  the  colony.  There  is  very 
little  patriotic  sentiment  amongst  our  political 
opponents ;  and  even  though  they  wish  to  get 
some  advantage  over  the  Liberal  party,  even 
though  they  wish  to  secure  positions  on  the 
Ministerial  benches,  still,  they  should  be  im- 
bued with  sufficient  patriotic  spirit  to  do  their 
utmost  to  promote  the  interests  and  welfare  of 
the  colony  as  a  whole,  instead  of  endeavouring 
to  traduce  it,  as  they  have  been  doing  for  years 
past.  I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  financial  posi- 
tion. We  find  that  since  1891  the  gross  debt 
has  increased  by  £6,131,074,  and  the  net  debt 
by  £6,722,364.  The  interest  and  sinking  fund 
was,  in  1891,  £1,858,252 ;  in  1897-98,  £1.741,412 
—a  decrease  in  the  annual  charge  of  £116,840. 
That  shows  a  very  prosperous  condition  ot 
affairs ;  but  for  the  sake  of  comparison  we  must 
see  what  our  neighbours  are  doing  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Tasman  Sea.  We  find  that  during 
the  same  period  the  national  debt  of  New 
South  Wales  has  increased  by  £10,000,000, 
and  the  annual  charge  for  interest  by  £880,000 
— no  decrease  there.  Again,  in  Victoria  the 
debt  has  increased  by  £4,000,000,  and  the  in- 
terest has  increased  proportionately ;  and  even 
now  we  find  that  Victoria  is  proposing  to  so  on 
the  money-market  and  float  another  large  loan. 
Now,  when  we  find  what  has  become  of  this 
£6,722,000  we  find  that  £1,500,000  has  been 
spent  on  the  advances  to  settlers ;  for  the  pur- 
chase of  estates  £909,000  has  been  expended, 
and  on  the  purchase  of  Native  land  £643,000, 
and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  We 
find  that  the  greater  part — in  fact,  five-sixths 
— of  this  money  has  been  expended  profit- 
ably and  remuneratively,  and  consequently 
there  is  no  increase  of  interest  as  far  as 
that  expenditure  is  concerned.  That  is  to 
say,  that  for  an  increased  indebtedness  on 
one  side  of  the  ledger  we  have  increased  assets 
Mr.  Qilf^dder 


to  balance  it  on  the  other.  A  jpeat  deal  haa 
been  said  about  the  Customs.  This  old  bogey 
of  the  Customs  has  been  brought  up  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  year  after  year.  We  know 
very  well,  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  when 
we  have  increased  imports  we  shall  likewise 
have  increased  Customs  duties.  But  we  must 
bear  in  mind  also  that  the  Customs  tariff  haa 
not  been  altered  since  1895 ;  nevertheless  the 
ratio  of  Customs  duties  to  the  imports  has  in- 
creased during  the  last  year  by  0-2  per  cent.,  or 
8s.  per  head  of  the  popiUation.  Now,  what  do 
we  gather  from  that  ?  We  infer  that  a  class 
of  article  paying  a  higher  Customs  duty  has 
been  imported  during  the  year  that  has  just 
passed :  that  is  to  say,  that  the  purchasing- 
power  of  the  people  has  increased,  the  pur- 
chase of  the  more  expensive  articles  has 
been  extended,  and  consequently  we  are  living 
in  greater  comfort,  and  are  importing  particu- 
lar luxuries,  which  political  economists  would 
call  the  '*  decencies  *'  of  life.  During  the  year 
we  expended  on  bicycles— which  cannot  be 
called  a  necessary  of  life — no  less  a  sum  than 
£150,000,  and  we  received  an  increased  duty 
on  bicycles  since  last  year  of  £16,000.  Again, 
on  fancy  goods,  which  can  hardly  be  called 
necessaries  of  life,  we  expended  no  less  a 
sum  than  £100,000,  yielding  an  increased  duty 
since  last  year  of  £3,000.  litUsical  instru- 
ments are  responsible  for  £66,000,  giving  an 
increased  duty  of  £3,000.  Spirits,  which  our 
Prohibition  friends  from  Christchurch  would 
tell  us  were  not  necessaries,  have  given  an  in- 
creased Customs  duty  of  £21,000 ;  tobacco  and 
cigars,  £9,800.  Now,  Sir,  in  addition  to  that, 
we  have  remitted  taxation  on  two  articles 
which  may  with  justice  be  termed  necessaries. 
We  all  know  that  tea  is  a  necessary  of  life,  and 
we  find  that  since  the  alteration  has  been  made 
in  the  tariff  on  tea  we  paid  £38,000  last  year 
less  than  we  should  have  paid  in  Customs  duty 
under  the  old  tariff,  while  on  fencing-wire  we 
remitted  the  Customs  duty  entirely,  and  we 
lose  by  so  doing  no  less  a  sum  than  £13,000  for 
the  year  just  closed.  To  show  the  improved 
condition  of  the  people  during  the  past  year  I 
will  just  remark  that,  taking  every  person — 
man,  woman,  and  child— in  tne  population  of 
the  colony,  they  drank  four  additional  pints  of 
beer  and  six  adaitional  glasses  of  whiskey  during 
the  year  just  closed.  Sir  Julius  Vogel  made  a 
remark  in  1885  when  he  delivered  the  Finan- 
cial Statement:  he  asked  the  House  to  in- 
crease the  Customs  duty,  as  for  the  year  just 
E receding  the  duty  on  the  consumption  of 
iquor  had  decreased,  and  consequently  he 
argued  that,  seeing  that  the  people  nad  drunk 
less  spirits,  they  would  be  in  a  better  position 
to  pay  a  higher  duty  on  the  articles  which  had 
been  used.  I  now  come  to  the  land  legisla- 
tion, and  1  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  one 
in  this  House — in  fact,  there  are  very  few  in 
the  country — who  will  declare  that  the  land 
legislation  of  the  present  Qovemment  has  not 
been  successful.  We  had  a  table  presented  to 
the  House  last  evening  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Hr.  Maokensie)  going 
back  for  twenty  years  or  so.    He  gave  tabn- 
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Iftted  pariioalan  of  Uie  seleotors  who  were 
placed  on  tiie  land,  the  number  of  forfeitures 
and  Burrendera  during  the  same  period,  and  he 
oompared  them  with  what  we  find  was  done  in 
the  past  year.  Now,  that  does  not  argue  very 
mnoh.  We  have  not  the  same  lands  now  as 
were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  then. 
We  are  undouotedly  purohasing  estates,  but 
not  to  an  extent  to  make  up  for  the  land  that 
was  disposed  of  by  our  predecessors.  And, 
again,  with  regard  to  the  surrenders  and  for- 
feitnies,  that  argument  is  a  very  fallacious  one, 
because  we  cannot  compel  people  to  settle  on 
the  land.  If  a  person  takes  up  a  section  of 
land  and  finds  that  it  does  not  suit  him,  why 
should  he  have  any  obstacles  placed  in  his 
way  if  he  wishes  tb  retire  from  it  and  make 
room  for  somebody  else  who  will  be  able  to 
torn  it  to  profitable  account  ?  There  is,  how- 
ever, another  point  I  am  sorry  the  Minister  of 
Lands  will  not  agree  with  me  upon,  and  tbat  is 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  periodical  re- 
valuation. I  am  in  favour  of  periodical  re- 
valuation of  Grown  lands.  It  is  all  very  well 
to  open  up  Grown  lands  for  settlement  at  a 
certain  figure.  The  fact  is  that  the  price  or 
rental  of  the  land  is  mostly  fixed  bv  surveyors 
who  have  very  little  experience  of  land  at  all. 
They  fix  the  price  of  the  land,  and  it  is  thrown 
open  for  settlement,  and  if  after  a  time  the 
successful  applicant  for  a  section  finds  that  it 
is  not  suitable  for  him,  or  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  him  to  go  on  paying  the  rental 
fixed  on  it,  he  cannot  help  himself.  There 
la  nothing  else,  according  to  the  law  as  it  at 
present  stands,  for  him  but  to  surrender  it,  when 
it  is  again  put  up  for  selection  at,  perhaps,  a 
reduced  rental  after  a  revaluation.  The  former 
settler  may  apply,  but  he  stands  a  good  chance 
of  losing  the  holding,  and  has  the  humiliation 
of  seeing  another  taking  up  the  land  at  a  less 
rental  than  he  himself  was  obliged  to  pay.  He 
will  be  virtually  evicted  on  getUng  compensa- 
tion for  his  improvements.  I  say,  Sir,  we  re- 
quire the  periodical  revaluation,  so  that  if  the 
settler  finds  that  the  land  he  has  taken  up  is  not 
worth  the  rental  that  he  is  compelled  to  pay  he 
shall  have  the  opportunity  of  appealing  to  the 
Bevaluation  Gourt,  and,  if  he  can  prove  that  the 
land  is  not  worth  what  he  is  paying  for  it,  get 
a  reduction.  We  know  that  land  is  only  worth 
what  can  be  taken  out  of  it,  and  it  is  nonsense 
to  argue  that  a  man  can  be  compelled  to  pay 
for  the  land  more  than  ift  is  worth,  or  that  it  is 
a  wise  course  to  force  one  man  to  surrender  in 
order  to  put  another  tenant  in  his  place,  who  will 
In  turn  be  unable  to  pay  the  stipulated  rental. 
What  we  require  is  a  periodical  revaluation; 
and  if  we  cannot  introduce  a  Periodical  Revalu- 
ation Bill  which  is  retrospective  in  its  opera- 
tion, then  we  must  give  discretionary  power  to 
the  Land  Boards  to  deal  with  each  application 
for  reduction  on  its  merits  as  it  comes  before 
it.  In  the  purchase  of  estates  since  the  pre- 
sent Government  came  into  office  the  sum  of 
£909,566  has  been  expended,  and  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  £648,450.  A  great  deal 
has  been  expended  under  the  Lands  Improve- 
ment Account  in  making  roads,  tracks,  and 


bridges.  Now,  I  am  not  in  favour  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Board  purchasing  estates  that  are  too 
far  removed  from  good  highway  roads  and  from* 
railways.  It  is  no  use  putting  settlers  away  in 
the  backwoods.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  force 
the  settlement  back  further  than  it  is  naturally 
inclined  to  go,  and  then  put  the  colony  to  the 
^at  expense  of  making  roads  and  construct- 
ing telephone-  and  telegraph-wires  and  railway 
oonnection  to  these  people  to  enable  them  to- 
get  their  produce  to  market.  I  think  the 
Government  should  hold  their  hands  and  not 
be  in  too  much  of  a  hurry  in  purohasing  these 
estates.  Again,  I  should  like  to  see  the  Asseta 
Realisation  Board— and  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Wakatipu  will  agree  with  me 
that  the  Assets  Realisation  Board  should  en* 
deavour  to  do  what  they  possibly  can  to  dis- 
pose of  their  lands  as  soon  as  possible,  and  on 
as  fair  terms  as  they  can  get  as  between  man 
and  man — between  the  Board  and  purchaser. 
Until  the  properties  in  the  hands  of  the  Assets 
Board  are  disposed  of  the  Government  should 
not  purchase  any  back-country  blocks.  I  think 
we  should  also  have  power  to  purchase  sub- 
urban lands.  We  know  that  in  oonnection  with 
some  of  our  cities,  and  Invercargill  in  parti- 
cular,  there  is  a  considerable  area  of  land  just 
on  the  borders  of  the  town  and  tbat  it  is  held 
by  one  person.  This  naturally  prevents  settle- 
ment. There  is  nothing  done  to  the  land  in 
the  way  of  improvement,  and  it  is  almost  in 
its  natural  state.  Now,  the  (Government  should 
have  some  power  of  purohasing  these  suburban 
lands  and  throwing  them  open  for  settlement 
as  sites  for  workmen's  and  artisans'  cottages, 
and  so  reduce  the  rents  in  the  large  towns.  As 
to  tbe  advances  to  settlers,  we  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  testing  the  success  of  that 
scheme.  It  was  predicted  when  we  were 
placing  that  Act  on  the  statute-book  that  it 
would  be  a  failure.  But  it  has  been  nothing 
of  the  sort.  Our  side  of  the  House  on  that 
occasion  predicted  that  the  Act  would  be  in- 
strumental in  reducing  the  rate  of  interest 
charged  to  the  settlers  througbout  the  colony, 
and  it  has  done  so.  It  has  been  a  boon 
to  the  struggling  farmers  of  New  Zealand. 
It  has  delivered  them  from  the  hands  of 
the  Philistines.  It  has  been  instrumental  in 
reducing  the  rate  of  interest  at  least  2  per 
cent.,  and  that  is  a  considerable  item.  Now, 
we  know  that  land  very  often  does  not  prove 
remunerative  when  the  owner  has  to  pay  as 
high  as  6  or  7  per  cent,  for  interest  on  the 
capitiJ  expended  in  working  it,  but  when  the 
interest  is  lowered  to  5  or  4^  per  oent.  it  is 
possible  to  bring  that  land  under  cultivation, 
increase  its  value,  and  so  increase  one  of  the 
assets  of  the  colony — the  productiveness  and 
the  exports  of  the  colony  as  well.  Now,  the 
advances  to  settlers  has  been  instrumental  in 
doing  that  by  introducing  a  million  and  a  half 
to  New  Zealand,  and  oy  offering  it  to  the 
settlers  of  the  colony  on  very  favourable  terms. 
The  ring  or  comer  of  financial  men,  or  money- 
sharks,  has  been  broken,  and  they  are  forced 
to  lower  the  rate  of  interest.  We  generally 
find  that  in  the  early  colonisation  of  a  country 
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the  rate  of  interest  is  high,  and  there  must  be  a 
tendency  for  it  to  fall.  And  then  what  do  the 
money-lenders  and  the  agents  of  the  flnanoial 
institations  do  ?  They  put  their  heads  together 
and  form  rings  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the 
rate  of  interest  up.  They  are  doing  so  now 
in  oonneotion  with  fire  insuranoe  companies. 
They  were  doing  so  not  very  long  ago  m  con- 
nection with  advances  to  settlers  on  mortgage ; 
but  by  placing  the  Act  of  189^  on  the  statute- 
book  the  Government  has  been  instrumental  in 
compelling  these  men  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
interest.  And  we  find  that  at  the  present  time 
the  financial  institutions  are  successfully  com- 
peting in  a  great  majority  of  cases  with  the 
Qovemment  by  offexlDg  more  advantageous 
terms  to  the  settlers  than  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office  itself  is  ofEeriug.  Now,  if  the 
Government  did  not  advance  a  pound  more, 
as  was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member 
fox  Otalri,  still  they  have  the  power  to  lend  the 
money,  and,  seeing  that  they  have  the  power, 
and  that  they  have  a  measure  on  the  statute- 
book  which  enables  them  to  advance  money  as 
it  is  required,  that  is  a  sure  guarantee  to  the 
struggling  settler  that  the  rates  of  interest  will 
not  again  go  up  to  the  old  exorbitant  figure. 
During  the  administration  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment we  find  that  they  have  purchased 
two  million  and  a  half  acres  of  Native  land. 
They  have  placed  13,280  persons  on  2,810,000 
acres.  They  have  made,  according  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  2,700  miles  of  dray-roads, 
twenty-one  miles  of  tracks,  880  bridges,  at 
a  total  cost  of  £1,558,000.  Since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  of  1894 
they  have  purchased  forty-nine  estates,  com- 
prising 154,624  acres,  at  a  cost  of  £688,581. 
The  reading  for  the  same  has  cost  £87,191, 
bringing  the  total  up  to  £705,728.  Since 
the  81st  March  last  they  have  purchased 
88,006  acres,  at  a  cost  of  £104,105 ;  while  the 
Cheviot  Estate,  comprising  84,755  acres,  cost, 
with  reading,  £312,004 :  making  a  grand  total 
of  272,885  acres,  at  a  total  cost  of  £1,121,877. 
To  the  8lBt  March  £1,405,965  has  been  advanced 
to  settlers  on  security  of  £8,151,771,  of  which 
£886,757  was  to  pay  off  existing  mortgages  at  a 
rate  of  interest  over  5  per  cent.  Now,  to  show 
that  a  great  number  of  people  in  this  colony 
availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  offered 
under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  and  that  a 
great  number  endeavoured  to  avail  themselves 
of  it,  no  less  a  number  than  7,433  persons 
made  application  for  loans,  and  the  amount 
applied  for  was  £2,512,648.  Now,  coming  to 
the  land-  and  income-tax :  Surely  our  Conserva- 
tive friends  will  not  be  displeased  to  find  that 
the  land-tax  is  decreasing.  It  was  prophesied 
when  we  repealed  the  property-tax  that  we 
were  going  to  burden  the  land  of  the  colony  to 
too  great  an  ettent,  but  we  find  that  the  very 
opposite  effect  has  been  produced.  The  land- 
tax  has  gradually  fallen  from  £297,000  odd  in 
1892  to  £267,000  odd  in  the  year  that  has  just 
dosed — that  is  to  say,  there  has  been  a  de- 
crease of  £37.000. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — Why  ? 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB.— Because  of  the  pnr- 
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chase  and  breaking-up  of  the  estates.  The 
income-tax,  on  the  other  hand,  has  increased 
from  £67,000  to  £116,000,  or  an  increase  of 
£48,000,  which  shows  an  improved  condition  of 
the  people  of  the  colony  and  the  larger  in- 
comes that  are  being  received.  Now,  Sir,  I 
am  in  favour  of  reducing  the  income  exemption 
to  £160. 

An  Hon.  Msubbb.— What  about  the  land 
exemption  ? 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB.— The  land  exemption 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  too  high— £500  is 
not  tco  high ;  and  there  is  no  comparison  be- 
tween the  exemption  of  £600  on  land  and  the 
£800  on  income,  and  I  will  tell  you  why.  A 
man  with  land  worth  £500  will  be  about  in 
the  same  position  as  a  man  whose  income 
would  be  from  £100  to  £150  a  year.    Well,  Sir, 

g  Q  I  should  be  in  favour  of  the  ordinary 
income  exemption  being  reduced  to 
£150,  so  as  to  bring  it  in  line  with  the  land 
exemption  of  £500.  Somebody  might  say  that 
land  is  permanent  and  income  is  not,  but 
that  is  an  argument  in  my  favour.  The  in- 
come is  either  there  or  it  is  not,  and  the 
man  only  pays  on  the  Income  when  be 
receives  it ;  but  on  the  land  he  has  to  pay 
no  matter  what  he  takes  it  from.  Now  I  have 
just  a  remark  or  two  to  make  witli  regard  to  the 
railways.  It  cannot  be  denied  'that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  railways  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Cadman  has  been  very  successful.  We  find  a 
credit  balance  of  over  half  a  million,  and  then 
that  we  are  paying  interest  on  the  total  cost  of 
the  construction  of  the  railways  of  £3  4b.  lOd. 
per  cent.,  as  compared  with  £3  8s.  lOd.  for  tiie 
previous  year.  We  are  paying  from  Sj^  to  8} 
per  cent,  on  the  money  that  we  have  expended 
on  the  construction,  so  that  the  railways  an 
fast  coming  to  the  point  when  they  will  pay 
not  only  working-expenses,  but  interest  on  the 
total  amount  expended  on  construction.  Now, 
I  do  not  think  we  should  regard  railway  man- 
agement as  an  endeavour  to  extort  the  pound 
of  flesh.  The  railways  I  look  upon  as  oolo- 
nising  agents.  They  are  there  for  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  the  people  and  for  the 
settlers  throughout  the  colony,  and  it  should 
be  rather  our  object  to  use  the  railways  so 
as  to  open  up  the  country,  and  give  facilities 
to  our  producers  to  get  weir  produce  away, 
and  to  enable  them  to  compete  with  the  pro- 
ducers of  other  countries  in  the  Home  maiket, 
than  it  should  be  to  extort  the  pound  of  flesh 
and  always  display  a  very  large  credit  balance. 
Then,  Sir,  the  time  has  come  when  we  require 
the  light-railway  system  in  the  colony.  I  am 
not  in  favour  of  the  narrow  gauge,  bat  I 
think  the  time  has  come  when  we  require  to 
open  up  the  countzr,  and  to  give  facilities  to 
the  settlers  in  the  back  country  by  executing 
a  system  of  light  railways  to  act  as  feeders  to 
the  main  trunk  lines.  And  that  brings  me  to 
another  point,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  boc- 
rowing.  I  am  in  favour  of  borrowing,  and  on 
the  first  occasion  when  I  had  the  honour  of 
addressing  this  House  I  advocated  a  moderate 
borrowing  to  enable  us  to  carry  out  a  pro- 
gressive publio-works  policy— borrowing  not  a 
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large  sum,  but  half  a  million  a  year,  and  ex- 
tending it  over  a  period  of  ten  years.  This 
would  enable  us  to  construct  light  railways  and 
to  make  roads  and  bridges  to  open  up  the 
country,  and  so  to  give  every  facility  to  settlers 
to  compete  with  their  opponents  who  are  send- 
ing their  products  to  the  great  markets  of  the 
world.  We  find  that  during  the  time  these 
railways  have  been  administered  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Oadman  we  have  been  enabled  to  make 
numerous  concessions  for  the  benefit  of  the 
settlers  of  the  colony.  Oonoessions,  according  to 
the  estimate  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  have 
been  made  to  the  amount  of  £100,000  a  year, 
and  it  is  further  proposed  by  the  Railway  State- 
ment that  has  recently  been  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  House  to  make  additional  concessions, 
bringing  the  total  up  to  £145^00a  And,  Sir, 
notwithstanding  that,  we  find  that  the  wages  of 
the  lower  class  of  workers  on  the  railways  will 
be  increased.  We  find  according  to  the  reports 
that  the  efficiency  of  the  service  is  being  main- 
tained, that  there  is  a  general  esprit  de  corps 
amongst  the  employes,  and  a  feeling  of  satis- 
faction with  the  management  on  the  part  of 
the  workmen,  that  did  not  exist  during  the 
rigime  of  the  Hallway  Commissioners.  With 
regard  to  classification,  a  great  deal  has  been 
effected  for  the  employes,  but  a  great  deal  still 
remains  to  be  done.  Of  course,  we  never  see 
the  shortcomings  of  an  Act  of  that  description 
until  it  is  put  into  operation ;  but  when  it  comes 
into  force  we  see  its  defects  and  deficiencies. 
l?ow,  with  regard  to  the  employes  in  the 
large  centres  an^  on  the  main  lines  there  is 
little  or  nothing  to  find  fault  with  so  far 
as  I  can  see,  but  I  have  the  honour  of 
representing  a  district  in  which  there  are 
no  large  cities;  and  away  back  in  the 
remote  parts  of  the  country  the  railway 
•employes  have  no  chance  of  promotion  when 
they  have  to  put  in  so  many  days*  service,  for 
they  do  not  get  those  days'  service  where, 
for  example,  instead  of  a  train  running  two  or 
three  times  a  day  it  runs  only  once  a  day,  or 
onoe  in  two  days.  It  is  consequently  a  great 
length  of  time  before  these  men  can  qualify 
for  promotion.  Then,  again,  in  order  to  get  a 
rise  of  sixpence  a  day,  a  man  in  the  back  parts 
of  the  country,  who  perhaps  after  years  of 
toil  has  made  a  home  for  himself  and  his 
family,  is  oompelled*  to  leave  that  quarter 
and  go  to  some  other  part  of  the  country 
to  secure  that  rise,  instead  of  getting  the 
increased  pay  where  he  is  doing  the  work, 
as  I  contend  he  should.  Now  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  as  to  borrowing.  I  think  that  it  is 
«b  vnrong  policy  to  endeavour  to  carry  out  large 
public  works  out  of  revenue.  These  large  pub- 
fio  works  are  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  come 
After.  Posterity  will  gain  considerably  by  hav> 
ing  the  country  opened  up  by  the  construction 
of  roads  and  bridges,  and  why  should  we  be  tax- 
ing ourselves  now  in  order  to  complete  works 
to  hand  down  to  posterity — that  posterity 
which  has  done  nothing  for  us— an  improved 
country  and  public  works  which  will  not  cost 
them  a  sixpence  for  construction  ?  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  necessity  for  borrowing,  suppos- 


ing we  refrain  from  borrowing  for  the  next  ten 
or  twenty  years,  what  would  the  result  be? 
In  order  to  keep  things  going,  to  oil  the 
wheels  of  the  machine,  in  order  to  repair  our 
bridges  and  maintain  our  public  buildings, 
we  must  have  recourse  to  the  money-market, 
unless  we  are  going  to  cripple  ourselves,  and  to 
bring  the  colony  to  a  standstill,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  effect  these  works  out  of  revenue.  If  we 
refrained  from  borrowing  for  the  next  twenty 
years,  would  posterity  give  us  credit  for  so 
doing  ?  Not  a  bit.  I  say  the  position  of  the 
colony  is  better  at  the  present  day,  with  an 
indebtedness  of  £44,000,000,  than  it  was  thirty 
or  forty  years  ago  without  a  penny  of  indebt- 
edness at  all.  The  condition  of  new  arrivals  in 
New  Zealand  at  the  present  day  is  much  better 
than  what  it  was  with  the  old  pioneer  settlers 
who  landed  thirty-five  or  forty  years  ago,  al< 
though  now  we  have  to  pay  interest  upon  an 
indebtedness  of  £44,000,000,  whereas  on  that 
occasion  there  was  no  indebtedness  at  all. 
But,  Sir,  I  am  not  in  favour  of  borrowing 
lavishly  and  expending  extravagantly.  I  say, 
with  regard  to  those  large  works  which  were 
pointed  out  the  other  evening — I  cannot  refer 
to  a  past  debate,  but  on  another  occasion  they 
have  been  referred  to — such  as  the  Otago  Cen- 
tral, the  Midland,  and  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  line,  and  such  works  as  those — I  say,  if 
they  are  to  be  carried  out,  it  should  be  done 
only  after  a  plebiscitum  has  been  taken  of  the 
people  throughout  the  colony,  and  after  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  whole  colony  have 
shown  that  they  are  willing  that  we  should 
borrow  three  million  pounds  or  more  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  these  main  trunk  lines. 
If  that  is  done,  by  all  means  let  them  be  com- 
pleted ;  but,  if  not,  then  do  not  attempt  that 
policy  at  all.  But  there  can  be  a  good 
scheme  of  progressive  public  works  by  borrow- 
ing half  a  million  a  year  for  the  next  ten 
years,  and  going  on  slowly  with  these  works, 
as  well  as  the  smaller  works,  such  as  roads 
and  bridges  to  open  up  the  country,  and 
to  effect  those  improvements  that  are  neces- 
sary at  the  present  time  to  give  facilities  to 
the  settlers  of  New  Zealand.  Now,  Sir,  with 
regard  to  the  sinking  funds  a  great  deal  has 
been  said.  I  do  not,  as  a  new  member  of  the 
House,  wish  to  dive  into  the  question  of  the 
conversion  of  the  sinking  funds  at  all,  but  I 
say  the  whole  principle  of  sinking  funds  is 
wrong.  It  is  a  fallacy  as  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  is  concerned.  It  is  right 
enough  to  charge  sinking  funds  to  the  local 
bodies  to  pay  back  their  indebtedness,  but  for 
the  colony  as  a  whole  to  adopt  this  principle  of 
sinking  funds  is  a  mistake.  The  works  that 
have  been  effected  are  a  sufficient  sinking 
fund  for  those  who  come  after  us,  without 
the  colony  endeavouring  to  walk  straight- 
laced,  and  crippling  its  resources  for  the  pur- 
pose of  benefiting  posterity.  These  public 
works  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  sinking  fund— a 
sufficient  quid  pro  qtio — without  putting  any- 
thing aside.  I  come  to  the  next  item  on  m^ 
programme — the  question  of  education— and  if 
there  can  be  one  thing  more  than  another  this 
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colony  can  pride  itself  on  it  is  the  national 
system  of  education  that  prevails.  Kow,  with 
regard  to  the  election  of  members  of  Education 
Boards  there  is  great  dissatisfaction  existing 
throughout  New  Zealand.  We  are  endeavour- 
ing by  legislation  to  give  to  individual  members 
of  School  Committees  votes  for  members  of 
the  Education  Boards.  This  does  not  go  far 
enough.  We  should  like  to  have  the  franchise 
extended  to  householders,  and  districts  divided 
into  separate  ridings,  on  the  same  basis  as  the 
counties,  and  each  riding  send  a  member  to 
the  Education  Board,  as  does  each  county 
riding  return  its  representative  to  the  Council. 
Then  members  would  look  after  the  interests 
of  the  various  ridings  they  were  returned  to 
serve.  Again,  the  Inspectors  should  be  under 
the  control  of  the  department,  and  it  should  be 
in  the  power  of  the  department  to  transfer  then 
from  one  education  district  to  another.  We 
find  at  the  present  time  each  Board  mflJring  its 
own  appointments  with  regurd  to  Inspectors. 
There  can  be  no  uniformity  as  long  ss  that 
system  prevails.  We  want  uniformity  in  the 
inspection  of  schools,  and  that  cannot  be  done 
until  the  Inspectors  are  under  the  department 
at  Wellington  and  can  be  transferred  from  one 
education  district  to  another.  Again,  we  re- 
quire uniformity  of  school-books,  so  that  when 
.  ramilies  remove  from  one  education  district  to 
another  parents  will  not  be  put  to  the  expense 
of  a  new  set  of  books.  With  respect  to  teachers' 
and  pupil-teachers'  examinations  a  great  deal 
of  dissatisfaction  exists  among  the  teachers  of 
New  Zealand.  We  have  just  now  three  different 
examining  bodies.  Each  Education  Board  exa- 
mines its  own  pupil- teachers.  We  find  examina- 
tions for  teachers*  certificates  in  the  D  and 
E  classes  carried  out  by  the  Education  Depart- 
ment in  Wellington,  whereas  the  A,  B,  and  C 
examinations  are  conducted  by  the  University 
of  New  Zealand.  All  examinations  should  be 
conducted  by  the  Education  Department, 
irrespective  of  Education  Boards  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  University  on  the  other.  There 
is  also  an  amount  of  dissatisfaction  amongst 
the  teaching  profession  on  account  of  the 
difference  in  salaries  that  obtains  in  the 
various  education  districts.  We  know  the 
capitation  allowance  is  the  same;  but  there 
are  the  weak  education  districts  and  the  strong. 
The  strong  are  the  towns  where  there  is  a  large 
population ;  but  it  is  different  with  regard  to 
the  country  schools.  It  stands  to  reason  the 
country  school-teachers  will  not  get  the  same 
remuneration  for  teaching  the  same  number  of 
scholars  as  they  will  in  the  financially  strong 
education  districts.  That  difficulty  can  only 
be  got  over  by  either  adopting  a  uniform  scale 
of  salaries  on  a  systematic  basis,  these  saluies 
being  sent  from  the  Education  Department  to 
the  Education  Board,  or  otherwise  by  grading 
the  Education  Boards  themselves.  Then  there 
should  also  be  some  method  adopted  for  giving 
assistance  to  the  small  schools  in  the  back  dis- 
tricts. We  find  small  settlements  of  people 
who  have  not  the  required  quota  to  get  the 
Board  to  establish  a  school,  and  even  if  they 
have  they  will  find  a  great  difficulty  in  getting 
Mr.  Qilfedder 


a  qualified  teacher  to  take  charge  of  one  of 
these  small  remote  schools  at  the  saUury 
offered.  We  should  be  able  to  ^ve  aniiat- 
anoe  to  these  back- country  settlers,  to  enable 
them  to  get  as  good  an  education  for  tibor 
children  as  those  living  in  districts  more 
favourably  situated.  Under  preeent  circum- 
stances the  offices  of  the  Education  Boacda 
and  the  buildings  for  transacting  the  work  are 
on  too  costly  and  elaborate  a  scale.  In  nearl]r 
all  the  towns  the  Education  Office  is  a  pxinoely 
palatial  building,  whereas  if  you  take  a  trip- 
round  the  country  districts  you  will  find  tiie- 
teaohers*  residences  as  well  as  the  schools 
themselves  In  a  state  of  disrepair;  but  still 
the  Education  Board  always  meets  us  with 
the  excuse  that  they  have  no  funds  to  apply 
to  them.  I  come  now  to  an  important  subject 
with  us  in  the  colony,  that  is  with  regard  to- 
trade.  We  are  essentiallv  a  trading  com- 
munity. Our  private  and  public  indebted- 
ness taken  together  come  to  between  eighty 
and  ninety  millions.  We  are  sending  away 
annually  a  sum  of  over  three  millions  by 
way  of  interest ;  consequently  we  must  be 
an  exporting  nation.  So  long  as  we  ara 
in  debt  and  do  not  pay  the  interest  on  our 
indebtedness  in  hard  cash,  but  in  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country,  we  must  be  essentially  an 
exporting  community.  We  shoald  endeavour 
to  open  up  markets  for  our  produce  so  as  to- 
give  our  producers  and  industrial  population 
every  opportunity  to  compete  with  the  pro- 
ducers of  other  countries  more  favourably 
situated  than  ourselves.  Take,  for  example^ 
our  trade  with  Germany.  What  do  we  find  ? 
We  find  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  ua 
to  the  amount  of  £150,000  for  last  year.  We 
trade  also  with  the  United  States ;  they  take 
from  us  goods  worth  £376,000,  of  which  kauri- 
gum  is  responsible  for  £220,000 ;  but  they  send 
back  to  us  no  lees  a  sum  than  £628,000,  there- 
fore the  balance  of  trade  was  against  us  to  the 
amount  of  £253,000  for  last  year ;  and  we  are 
encouraging  that  by  subsidising  the  mail- 
boats  between  New  Zealand  and  San  Franoiseo- 
instead  of  between  New  Zealand  and  Van- 
couver. Our  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom 
tells  quite  a  different  tale :  they  took  from  us 
£8,168,123,  and  sent  us  £5,892,738,  the  balance 
being  in  our  favour  to  the  amount  of  £2,775,885. 
Now,  I  think  the  time  *has  come  when  we 
should  endeavour  to  push  our  trade  with  Cape 
Colony  and  the  East  Indies;  we  should  en^ 
deavour  to  get  concessions  from  the  railways 
in  the  first  place,  and  the  shipping  companies 
in  the  second,  and  get  our  produce  away  aa 
expeditiously  and  cheaply  as  we  can.  We 
should  also  have  some  kind  of  organisation 
for  the  purpose  of  distributing  our  prodaoe^ 
in  the  Home  market.  What  do  we  find  in 
regard  to  the  Home  muket  now?  I  have 
a  report  which,  unfortunately,  I  have  not 
time  to  do  more  than  refer  to,  whioh  is 
in  the  hands  of  members,  from  our  Agent- 
General.  He  gives  suggestions  for  organization 
in  the  matter  of  exportation  of  the  produce  of 
the  country,  and  distributing  it  in  the  Heme 
market  as  well.     There  are  a  number  of  other 
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foints  to  which  I  intended  to  allude,  bat  I 
ave  not  time  to  do  so.  I  think  it  oannot  be 
denied  that  the  colony  is  moving  along  very 
BUcoeBsf ally  indeed.  I  am  sorry  oar  opponents 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  Hoase  were 
unable  to  deal  wiih  the  Financial  Statement  in 
a  more  critical  manner.  They  oannot  deny 
that  the  colony  is  progressing,  and  that  we  are 
doiog  all  in  our  power  to  promote  settlement, 
encourage  industries  and  mining,  and  to  de- 
velop the  resources  of  New  Zealand.  Our  im- 
ports and  exports  are  increasing ;  the  volume  of 
our  trade  is  expanding ;  and  our  wealth  as  well 
as  our  population  is  fast  increasing.  It  behoves 
us  to  make  this  prosperity  permanent  by  ex- 
tending our  commerce  and  giving;  full  scope  to 
the  energy  and  enterprise  of  our  people.  In- 
stead of  doing  injury  by  crying  the  country 
down,  as  one-half  of  us  are  doing,  we  should 
endeavour  to  promote  the  interest  and  welfare 
of  the  colony  in  every  way.  I  feel  sure,  in  years 
to  come,  when  the  historian  of  the  future  is 
writing  the  history  of  the  colonisation  and 
growth  of  New  Zealand,  he  will  draw  his 
analogies,  as  it  were,  from  ancient  and  medinval 
oivilisations,  from  nations  that  have  ceased  to 
be  and  generations  that  have  passed  away.  He 
will  not  fail  to  portray  the  grandeur  and 
pomp  of  Oriental  monarchies,  nor  to  allude  to 
the  strength  and  stateliness  of  European  insti- 
tations.  He  will  compare  the  activity,  the 
vitality  and  inventiveness  of  that  far-famed 
western  republio — America — with  the  no  less 
restless  energy  and  industry  of  the  people  of 
the  Australasian  Colonies,  and  foremost  in  the 
march  of  progress,  in  commercial  and  indus- 
trial development,  he  will  be  compelled  to 
place  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  FBASEB  (Wakatipu).— Sir,  the  mem- 
hers  on  this  side  of  the  House  are  placed  at  a 
certain  amount  of  disadvantage  as  compared 
with  the  ardent  supporters  of  the  Qovemment. 
These  honourable  gentlemen  are  quite  pre- 
pared to  accept  as  gospel  every  figure  and  every 
statement  in  the  Budget,  consequently  they 
need  not  trouble  to  turn  their  attention  to  it- 
it  is  all  right ;  and  they  can  discuss,  as  some  of 
the  latter  speakers  have  been  doing,  every  con- 
oeivable  subject  under  the  sun  except  finance 
That  is  what  has  been  happening.  But  we 
poor  unfortunate  Oppositionists  are  not  so 
trustful ;  we  are  much  more  suspicious ;  it  is 
oar  business  to  be  so.  What  do  our  constituents 
send  us  here  for  except  to  examine,  look  into, 
and  oritioize  the  finances  of  the  Gk>vemment  ? 
We  should  not  be  doing  our  duty  if  we  did  not 
attempt  this  task  in  some  measure.  The  last 
speaker  said  he  was  very  sorry  for  the  Opposi- 
tion because  they  had  been  unable  to  criticize  the 
finances  of  the  Government  or  to  say  anything 
at  all  in  regard  to  the  Budget.  Well,  if  honour- 
able members  will  spend  most  of  their  time 
outside  the  chamber  they  cannot  know  what 
is  going  on.  To  say  that  there  has  been  no 
oiitioism  of  the  Budget  since  the  debate  began 
proves  one  of  two  things  —  either  that  the 
bononrable  gentleman  did  not  hear  it,  or  that 
he  was  incapable  of  appreciating  proper  criti- 
cism.   Two  or  three  speeches  from  our  side 
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have  been  devoted  almost  entirely  to  finance, 
and  no  doubt  when  the  public  read  them  in 
Hansard  they  will  appreciate  the  efforts  of 
those  who  have  endeavoured  to  criticize  the 
finances.  Another  difficulty  we  on  this  side  of 
the  House  labour  under  is  that  it  is  not  quite 
so  easy  for  members  of  the  Opposition  to  get 
into  Hansard  tables  of  figures  wnich  were  never 
read. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Who  does  that  ? 

Mr.  TANNER.  — See  the  last  number  of 
Hansard,  pages  584  and  585. 

Mr.  FBASEB.— I  refer  to  the  last  number  of 
Hansard.  I  have  seen  there  pages  of  figures 
which  I  am  positive  nine-tenths  of  the  House 
will  bear  me  out  in  saying  were  never  read  to 
the  House.  I  hope  the  same  latitude  will  be 
accorded  to  us,  although  I  am  not  going  to  ask 
it  for  myself.  - 

Mr.  TANNEB.— It  ought  to  be  aUowed  to 
nobody. 

Mr.  FBASEB. —  I  quite  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman.  I  may  say  I  was 
horrified — I  wondered  how  it  was  possible  for 
these  figures  to  get  in.  However,  I  am  merely 
pointing  out  the  disadvantages  under  which 
we  labour.  ^  am  not  going  to  ask  for  any 
indulgence  in  this  respect  myself,  because  I 
have  no  long  tables  to  worry  the  House  with. 
At  the  same  time,  I  intend  referring  to  some 
of  tbe  figures  in  the  Statement,  and  I  shall 
endeavour  to  do  so  in  a  manner  that  will  not 
be  more  wearisome  than  I  can  help.  I  know  it 
is  very  difficult  to  make  figures  interesting,  and 
I  do  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  do  so ;  but  I  shall 
endeavour  to  state  such  as  I  do  give  so  that 
members  will  be  able  to  perceive  their  relation 
to  the  subject  under  discussion.  One  of  the 
first  things  a  member  is  supposed  to  do  while 
discussing  the  Budget  is  to  express  an  opin- 
ion about  the  surplus.  I  never  denied  the 
existence  of  the  credit  balance  which  the 
honourable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  have 
brought  down  from  year  to  year.  I  have 
objected  to  some  of  the  details — I  have  not  ac- 
cepted the  stated  figures  as  being  the  exact 
balance  or  surplus — but  that  there  has  been  a 
surplus  or  balance  I  have  always  admitted.  I 
do  not  see  that  it  is  tlie  duty  of  the  Opposition, 
if  satisfied,  after  carefully' examining  the  ac- 
counts, that  there  is  a  surplus  or  balance, 
whatever  you  choose  to  call  it,  to  deny  its 
existence.  What  object  have  they  in  doing 
so?  The  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
stated  that  nearly  half  the  members  of  the 
House  were  in  the  habit  of  vilifying  the  colony 
and  crying  it  down.  I  do  not  think  such  a 
charge  was  warranted  as  against  us.  We 
have  heard  it  so  stated  before;  but  because 
we  desire  to  seek  and  show  the  truth  in 
regard  to  matters,  is  that  to  be  deemed 
vilifying  the  colony?  So  far,  then,  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  admit  at  once  that  there  is 
a  large  credit  balance  this  year,  and  I  shall 
tell  the  House  what  I  think  it  amounts 
to.  First  of  all,  I  shall  refer  to  two  or  three 
items  amongst  the  receipts.  There  is  under 
the  heading  of  **  Territorial  Bevenue  **  a  sum  of 
£66,622  for  cash  land-sales.     Now,  I   confew 
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Z  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  the  whole  of 
this  is  revenue  or  not.  I  do  know  this:  that 
from  year  to  year  money  is  borrowed  and  lands 
are  purchased  from  the  Natives ;  I  do  know  also 
that  some  of  these  lands  have  been  sold.  Does 
any  one  pretend  to  tell  me  that  when  land  is 
purchased  from  the  Natives  with  borrowed 
money,  if  you  sell  that  land  for  cash  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  is  revenue  ?  Of  course  it  is 
not. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— There  are  no  cash 
'itales  now. 

Mr.  FBASEB.— The  accounts  show  £66,622 
from  cash  sales. 

Q  Q^         An  Hon.  Mbmbeb*— That  is  not  for 

^'^'    JTative  lands. 

^r.  FRASER.— I  am  not  saying  it  is  all  for 
Native  lands.  I  tried  to  .find  out  what  portion 
of  it  was  from  land  that  had  been  purchased 
from  the  Natives.  I  confess  I  was  not  able  to 
discover  it,  and  therefore,  being  an  unknown 
quantity,  I  eliminated  it  from  my  calculations 
as  the  amount  to  be  deducted  from  the  surplus. 
I  repeat  again,  if  any  land  was  disposed  of  for 
cash  which  had  been  purchased  with  borrowed 
money  from  the  Natives,  the  Treasurer  has 
no  right  to  regard  it  as  current  revenue.  It 
is  not  revenue,  and  a  separate  account  ought 
to  be  kept  of  it.  Now,  the  next  item  we 
come  to  is  the  item  of  £69,600.  I  do  not 
intend  entering  into  a  dissertation  about  these 
debentures  for  sinking  funds.  It  is  an  oft- 
told  tale :  we  have  had  it  in  this  House  time 
and  again.  The  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
mere  referred  to  it  the  other  night,  and  I 
quite  agree  with  what  he  said  in  this  re- 
spect, and  shall  not  weary  the  House  with  it 
again.  There  are  no  more  sinking  funds  as  far 
as  the  colony  is  concerned.  As  far  as  the  pub- 
lic creditor  is  concerned,  the  cash  has  to  be  paid 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds;  that  is 
provided  for  by  discounting  a  bill  or  debenture, 
which  is  redeemed  later  on  when  the  sinking 
funds  are  released  on  conversion  of  the  loan. 
As  far  as  this  £69,600  is  concerned,  I  only  take 
exception  to  that  portion  which  includes  the 
sinking  funds  of  the  local  bodies'  loans.  But 
it  is  almost  too  late  now  to  talk  about  that 
item.  It  was  all  very  well  the  first  year  or 
two,  when  the  House  first  discovered  what 
was  being  done,  and  when  we  attempted  to 
bring  the  Premier  to  book  for  that  which 
I  firmly  believe  four-fifths  of  the  House  con- 
sider to  be  an  improper  transaction.  But 
the  subservient  majority  in  this  House  has 
condoned  the  Treasurer's  conduct  —  there 
is  no  doubt  about  that.  The  House  had  it  in 
its  power  to  compel  the  Premier  to  restore 
the  amount  which  he  had  so  taken  from  that 
fund,  and  to  prevent  him  taking  any  more, 
but  the  House  did  not  choose  to  take  that 
course,  and  therefore  there  is  little  use  talk- 
ing about  it  now.  That  is  how  the  matter 
stands:  it  has  been  done  with  the  implied 
consent  of  the  House.  I  do  not  blame  the 
Premier  as  much  as  I  blame  his  supporters 
for  permitting  him  to  do  it.  The  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  objected  to  the  £22,000, 
which  was  a  return  from  the  Advances  to 
Mr.  Fraaer 


Settlers  Office— the  repayment  of  a  loan,  hn 
fact— being  included  in  the  surplus.  I  think 
that  sum  is  clearly  part  of  the  revenue  for  the 
year.  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  honourable 
gentleman  desirous  of  excising  it.  The  former 
year  £26,000  was  debited  to  the  Revenue  Aooount 
—we  had  to  lend  the  Advances  to  Settten 
Office  £26,000 ;  but  for  that  fact  the  balance  of 
£854,000  would  have  been  £26,000  larger.  Can 
any  one  question  that  the  Oovernment  is  there- 
fore fairly  entitled  to  include  in  the  revenue 
for  this  year  the  repayment  of  £22,000  from  the 
same  office  ?  I  want  to  be  absolutely  fair,  be- 
cause, although  what  I  am  saying  now  may  be 
deemed  approval  of  the  Budget,  a  little  later 
on  I  shall  have  to  say  something  on  the  other 
side.  I  claim  to  be  entitled  to  deduct  the 
amount  of  the  sinking  funds  of  the  local  bodies' 
loans,  say,  £28,800,  also  an  item  not  shown  at 
all  in  the  accounts — namely,  the  excess  of  lia- 
bilities for  1898  over  the  liabilities  for  1897, 
which  amounts  to  £27,128.  Add  these  two 
sums  together  and  you  get  £50,428,  and  de- 
ducting that  from  the  £521,144  it  would 
leave  a  gross  surplus,  including  the  bsdanoe 
of  last  year,  of  £470,716,  or  a  net  surplus  of 
£426,480  if  you  exclude  the  credit  balance, 
£854,286,  and  the  expenditure  of  £310,000. 
It  may  be  said,  how  has  this  been  obtained? 
To  a  great  extent  it  has  been  obtained  by  over- 
estimating the  expenditure  and  underestimat- 
ing the  revenue — not  so  much  by  the  former 
process  as  by  the  latter  one.  Their  own  tables 
in  the  Budget  admit  this.  Of  course,  the  Pre- 
mier will  replv  to  me,  **  Suppose  the  revenue 
did  not  exceed  my  estimate?"  But  he  knew 
perfectly  well  last  session  that  the  revenue  was 
then  exceeding  his  estimate.  Small  things  will 
prove  it.  He  knew,  for  instance,  that  the 
£22,000  was  coming  in— he  knew  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Office  was  going  to  repay  that  sum 
this  year ;  but  will  you  find  it  in  the  estimates 
of  receipts  for  last  year?  Not  a  penny  of  it; 
and  does  he  mean  to  tell  me  that  the  heads  of 
his  departments 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  a  question  as  to 
whether  it  will  be  able  to  pay  the  balance  this 
year. 

Mr.  ERASER.— The  Premier  means,  I  sup- 
pose, whether  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Office 
can  pay  the  whole  of  the  interest  for  the  in- 
coming year,  and  also  repay  the  balance  of 
the  £46,000  lent  to  it.  That  is  quite  another 
story.  I  am  discussing  last  year's  Budget. 
If,  however,  the  Premier  means  thai  the 
£45,000  which  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Offioe 
owes  to  the  Gh>vemment  for  interest  up  to  the 
31st  March,  1898,  has  not  been  paid,  we  ought 
to  have  been  told  of  it  before.  To  knowingly 
underestimate  revenue  is  a  sure  way  to  create 
a  surplus.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this: 
The  House  was  induced  in  1895  to  give  tiie 
Government  increased  power  of  taxation,  in 
the  belief  that  that  taxation  was  necessaiy  to 
put  the  accounts  fairly  square.  The  (Govern- 
ment were  perfectly  satisfied  in  their  owo 
minds  it  was  going  to  give  them  a  very  laigt 
balance,  hut  they  insisted  it  would  not  havs 
that  effect  —  I  refer  to  the  revision  of    the 
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tariff.  I  am  not  very  sure,— I  was  going  to 
say  I  feel  confident,  but  I  cannot  feel  oon6dent 
of  anything  in  this  House, — I  am  not  at  all 
sare,  snbservient  as  the  majority  of  the  House 
18  to  the  behests  of  the  Premier,  that  it  would 
have  granted  him  power  to  tax  the  colony  to 
the  extent  of  producing  half  a  million  surplus. 
We  are  told  by  the  Premier  that  the  new  tariff 
had  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  increase  of 
the  Customs.  I  took  some  trouble  to  give  my 
view  of  that  aspect  of  the  question  in  a  speech 
I  delivered  nearly  a  month  ago  in  this  House 
•on  the  last  Imprest  Supply  Bill,  so  shall  not 
repeat  it.  My  reason  for  referring  to  the  fact 
«t  all  is  because  the  Premier  in  his  Budget 
attempts  a  refutation  of  the  statement  that 
the  new  tariff  has  increased  the  Customs  reve- 
nue. He  takes  the  increase  of  Customs  reve- 
nue during  the  years  1897  and  1898  and  com- 
pares it  with  the  increase  of  imports  during  the 
6ame  period,  and  winds  up  with  this  remark : 
"  In  my  opinion  the  above  is  a  fairly  complete 
answer  to  the  allegation  that  the  increased 
revenue  is  caused  by  the  tariff  of  1895."  Is  it 
BO  ?  Does  the  Premier  require  to  be  told  that 
Oostoms  revenue  is  not  levied  on  the  amount 
imported,  but  upon  the  clearances  ?  He  knows 
that  in  1897  there  was  a  very  large  excess  of 
imports  over  former  years,  and  he  knows  per- 
fectly well  why  that  was  so — because  importers 
had  allowed  their  stocks  to  run  down  to  an 
abnormally  low  point,  and  they  necessarily  had 
to  make  large  importations.  But  the  whole  of 
these  imports  did  not  come  into  consumption 
during  that  year.  The  figures  he  uses  are: 
Average  increase,  Customs,  for  1897  and  1898 
over  1896  equals  8*6  per  cent. :  average  increase, 
imports,  for  1897  and  1898  over  1896  equals 
12'2  per  cent.  But  he  omitted  to  tell  the 
House,  except  indirectly,  that,  computing  the 
two  years'  returns  separately,  the  increase  of 
Customs  for  1897  over  1896  was  103  per  cent., 
against  an  increase  of  20  per  cent,  for  the 
imports,  and  that  the  following  year  the  tables 
were  turned  with  7*5  per  cent,  increase  of  Cus- 
toms, eigainst  4*5  per  cent,  increase  in  the  im- 
ports. Sir,  the  truth  of  the  matter  is — I  am 
«oriy  to  have  to  say  it— that,  like  a  good  many 
other  statements  in  the  Budget,  you  cannot  place 
much  reliance  on  this  one.  These  figures  have 
DO  relation  to  each  other  whatever ;  they  are 
no  answer  to  our  charge.  The  real  answer  to 
the  charge  that  the  new  tariff  has  increased 
the  Customs  revenue  unduly  would  be  the  pro- 
duction of  the  return  asked  for  so  often  but 
Always  refused.  Give  us  that  return,  and  not 
«  return  simply  showing  one  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  honourable  gentleman  is  smiliug. 
Of  course  it  will  not  suit  him  to  do  so ;  I  do 
not  expect  to  get  it — none  of  us  expect  to  get 
it.  But  I  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
irankly— 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— There  is  Mr.  Ward's  table. 

Mr.  FRASER.— That  is  a  one-sided  affair. 
If  there  is  no  truth  in  the  statement  that  we 
have  so  constantly  made  in  this  House  and  on 
the  public  platform,  then  why  should  the 
Premier  fear  to  give  all  the  facts  in  regard  to 
it?    Sir,  80  long  as  we  are  denied  the  olear 


and  explicit  return  asked  for,  then  so  long  are 
we  on  this  side  of  the  House  justifl^  in 
insisting  upon  the  position  we  have  taken  u]p ; 
and  let  me  tell  the  Premier  this  :  so  long  will 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  colony  believe 
what  we  say. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  bound  to  say  it  ia 
so  until  I  prove  it  is  not  so. 

Mr.  FRASER.— Oh,  no ;  that  would  be  a 
very  unreasonable  position  to  take  up.  We 
have  quoted  certain  figures  and  have  made 
certain  deductions  from  them,  and  a  large 
number  of  people  believe  that  the  deductions 
we  have  made  are  correct.  If  the  Premier  is 
satisfied  that  we  are  mistaken,  let  him  give 
the  return  asked  for ;  and  for  my  part,  at  any 
rate,  I  shall  freely  admit  it  if  I  am  proved  to  be 
in  the  wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Will  you  be  satisfied  if  in 
my  reply  I  give  you  my  table  ? 

Mr.  FRASER.— Oh,  no ;  I  cannot  be  satis- 
fied with  the  Premier's  way  of  putting  the 
matter ;  and  I  think,  Sir,  before  I  have  done 
I  will  show  the  House  in  connection  with  thii 
Budget,  at  any  rate,  that  it  does  not  do  to  take 
on  trust  the  way  the  Premier  puts  matters. 
Do  not  misunderstand  me.  I  am  not  even 
inferring  that  in  this  Budget  there  is  any 
statement  directly  contrary  to  fact ;  but  I  say 
that  you  can  pick  out  statement  after  state- 
ment so  worded  that  the  inferences  which  may 
be  drawn  therefrom  are  most  misleading,  and 
which  will  mislead  not  only  nine  out  of  every 
ten  people,  but  I  think  999  out  of  every  1,000. 
Of  course,  I  refer  to  those  persons  who  have 
not  at  hand  the  facilities  for  looking  into  and 
verifying  the  figures.  That  is  the  truth  of  the 
matter.  Any  one  of  ordinary  intelligence  who 
has  these  facilities  can  check  these  statements ; 
but  the  outside  public  have  neither  the  time 
nor  the  inclination  to  do  so,  and  when  such 
statements  are  put  before  them  they  are  very 
apt  to  accept  them  as  correct.  Well,  I  say 
beforehand  that  I  decline  to  accept  the  return 
which  the  Premier  proposes  to  give  us  in  his 
reply.  Then,  Sir,  the  Premier  advises  us  not  to 
tinker  with  the  tariff.  Well,  I  can  quite  under- 
stand that.  Why  should  he  wish  to  tinker 
with  the  tariff?  It  suits  him  admirably.  It 
gives  him  a  great  deal  more  revenue  than  even 
he  hoped  for,  so  I  do  not  suppose  he  is  going  to 
touch  it.  Not  a  bit  of  it ;  it  is  much  too  use- 
ful for  his  purposes.  I  should  like  to  refer 
now  to  what  has  fallen  during  this  debate  from 
some  former  speakers.  The  honourable  member 
for  Ellesmere  was  quite  right  when  he  said  that 
the  Premier  improperly  endeavoured  to  make  a 
point  by  setting  forth  that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson 
had  received  £288,000  as  aid  to  revenue  from 
sinking-fund  debentures,  and  was  therefore  in 
a  better  position  than  he  (the  Treasurer),  who 
only  received  £69,600.  The  Premier  knowi 
perfectly  well  that  was  not  so.  It  made  no 
difference  whatever— not  one  penny -piece — 
and  therein  the  statement  was  a  misleading 
one,  and  I  regret  that  the  Premier  should 
have  made  it.  But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  pro- 
ceeded with  his  speech  I  did  not  agree  with  a 
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great  deal  that  fell  from  him.  He  took  opon 
himself  to  leotare  both  sides  of  the  House. 
He  lectured  the  Opposition  for  their  amend- 
ment, and  be  lectured  the  Government  for  sins 
of  omission  and  commission,  until  one  wondered 
to  which  side  of  the  House  he  belonged. 

Mr.  PIRANL— The  "left  wing." 

Mr.  PRASER,— "  The  •  left  wing '  "  ?  Well, 
the  **  left  wing  *'  adopts  a  very  peculiar  mode 
of  procedure  if  the  honourable  member  for 
EUeemers  is  its  selected  type.  It  appears  to 
me.  Sir,  that  they  speak  in  one  way  and  vote 
in  another. 

Mr.  PIRANI.-Oh,no. 

Mr.  FRASER.— But  that  has  happened  very 
often. 

Mr.  KELLY.— We  always  vote  straight. 

Mr.  FRASER.— I  do  not  think  so.  I  like  a 
man  to  act  up  to  his  professions.  When  I  hear 
a  man  condemning  a  Government  or  an  indivi- 
dual I  cannot  understand  how  he  can  consider 
himself  at  all  logical  or  consistent  if  he  supports 
that  Government  or  individual.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  that.  Let  me  tell  the  honourable  gentle- 
man this :  that  those  who  are  most  respected 
in  any  parliamentary  body  are  those  who  act 
up  to  their  professions.  Sir,  we  hear  charges 
levied  over  and  over  again  against  Ministers 
by  persons  in  this  House.  Now,  I  tell  the 
House  candidly  that  I  do  not  agree  with  a  great 
number  of  these  charges,  and  for  this  reason  : 
It  is  natural  for  any  strong  man  to  become 
autocratic,  especially  if  he  finds  a  number  of 
people  ready  tools  to  do  whatever  he  desires ;  of 
course  he  will  become  despotic,  and  of  course 
he  will  trample  on  the  privileges  of  this  House ; 
and  I  do  not  altogether  blame  him  for  it.  But 
I  do  blame  those  who  support  him,  and  especi- 
ally do  I  blame  those  who,  professing  riot  to 
fupport  him,  yet  go  into  the  lobby  and  vote  with 
him. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Who  are  they  ? 

Mr.  FRASER.— We  see  them  every  day. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— What  about  Bushy  Park? 

Mr.  FRASER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
need  not  sneer  about  Bushy  Park.    I  can  say 

?uite  as  much  as  he  wants  to  hear  about  Bushy 
'ark.  I  have  the  facts  on  my  side.  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  get  up  in  this  House  and  state  the 
truth  in  regard  to  it.  Unfortunately,  in  regard 
to  Bushy  Park,  for  one  bushel  of  truth  you 
have  a  wagonful  of  lies,  told  not  only  in  this 
House  but  outside  of  it.  These  falsehoods  are 
much  more  palatable  than  the  truth,  and  there- 
fore are  believed  by  some.  I  belong  to  the  Op- 
position side.  Sir.  and  have  never  hesitated  to 
say  so.  I  boldly  asserted  this  in  the  first  speech 
I  made  on  the  public  platform  in  1893,  and  I 
say  so  still,  and  I  have  never  swerved  from  it. 
Let  me  say  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to  what  has 
been  so  aptly  termed  the  *'  bogus  table."  That 
subject  has  been  dealt  with  so  efficiently  by 
Captain  Russell,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  and 
others  that  I  can  only  echo  their  remarks 
thereon.  I  was  shocked  to  see  such  a  table 
appearing  in  the  Financial  Statement,  and  I 
hope  the  Premier,  for  his  own  credit's  sfl^e, 
will  abstain  in  future  from  adopting  such  tactics 
io  glorify  himself. 
Mr.  FroMT 


An  Hon.  Mbkbbb.— It  is  furnished  by  the- 
cfficials. 

Mr.  FRASER.— Oh,  no  ;  there  is  no  use 
telling  us  that.  Either  the  public  records  and 
our  blue-books  are  incorrect  or  this  table  is  in- 
correct. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  all  bear  out  the  table. 

Mr.  FRASER.— There  is  no  use  talking  in 
that  way.  The  honourable  member  knows 
perfectly  well  that  it  is  a  most  misleading 
table,  and  any  number  of  statement!  such  a» 
he  has  made  will  not  prove  the  contrary ;  the 
facts  ace  against  him.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  taken  the  floating  debt  incurred  by 
previous  Governments,  and  he  has  charged 
them  all  upon  the  Atkinson  Government,  in 
order  to  establish  a  deficit  for  that  period.  Is 
it  manly,  or  honest,  or  just  to  do  so  ?  All  I  can 
say  is  that  if  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  had  left  a 
million  and  a  half  of  debt  for  the.  Ballance  Go- 
vernment to  liquidate  we  would  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  it  before  this.  It  would  have 
been  trotted  out  year  after  year.  In  the  posi- 
tion he  was  placed  in  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  did 
what  any  other  Treasurer  ought  to  have  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  did  he  not  do  it  the 
first  year  he  came  into  office— the  first  year 
after  the  Grey  Government  ? 

Mr.  FRASER.— Why  did  he  not  do  it  ?  He 
hoped  to  make  a  better  arrangement,  but  had 
after  all  to  fund  the  debt  and  liabilities  left  by 
Grey.  I  now  want  to  point  out  in  the  state- 
ment of  receipts  and  expenditure  what  appears,. 
to  my  mind  at  any  rate,  to  be  an  error.  I  drew 
attention  to  it  last  year.  I  refer  to  the  item  of 
interest  and  sinking  fund.  And  that  it  is  an 
error  is  confirmed  by  what  has  recently  fallen 
from  the  Premier.  The  interest  and  sinking 
fund  is  put  down  as  £1,741,412.  Now,  I  oon- 
tend  that  it  should  be  £1,786,412,  The  £45,000^ 
interest  on  the  million  and  a  half  gi?en  to  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Office  is  as  much  part  of 
the  public  debt  as  any  shilling  that  has  ever  - 
been  borrowed.  The  colony  is  responsible  for 
it.  It  is  the  colony,  and  not  the  Advances  to- 
Settlers  Office,  that  has  to  pay  the  public 
creditor  the  interest  thereon.  I  say  that 
£45,000  should  appear  on  the  expenditure- 
side,  and  the  receipts  from  Advances  to  Settlers 
Office  should  appear  on  the  credit  side.  We 
have  not  got  it  on  either  side  of  the  account. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  forms  no  part  of  the 
public  debt. 

Mr.  ERASER.- Who  borrowed  it?  The^ 
Advances  to  Settlers  Office  ?  We  know  thai 
the  colony  borrowed  it.  It  is  included  in  the 
table  of  the  public  debt,  page  20  of  the  Budget* 
Will  any  honourable  member,  or  can  the  Trea- 
surer, point  out  to  me  a  single  account  in  the^ 
Budget  which  shows  that  £45,000  to  have  been 
paid  to  the  public  creditor?  You  will  find  it 
nowhere  except  in  the  table  of  the  public  debtr 
where  it  is  recorded  as  a  liability  to  be  paid.  I 
say  that  is  not  a  proper  way  in  which  to  keep 
our  accounts.  This  item  should  appear  on  the 
expenditure  side  of  the  account  at  any  rate» 
and  also  on  the  revenue  side,  if  received.  The 
colony  has  to  disburse  it  whether  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Office  pays  it  or  not.    Last 
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.  year  £67,500 — namely,  three  half-years'  inter' 
est — was  omitted,  and  this  year  £45,000  has 
been  left  out.  1  do  not  think  that  is  right. 
-One  would  almost  fancy  that  it  was  done — I  do 
not  say  it  was  done — purposely  to  deceive.  If 
any  one  wanted  to  ascertain  the  interest  of  the 
public  debt  he  would  turn  to  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  statement  of  Consolidated  Fund 
and  find  £1,741,000,  while  the  true  amount  is 
£45,000  more.  At  the  risk  of  being  thought 
hypercritical,  I  will  now  point  out  some 
errors  which  appear  in  the  Statement.  I  think 
honourable  members  wiU  agree  with  me  that 
in  a  Financial  Statement  there  ought  to  be  no 
errors  at  all — not  even  printers*  errors.  An 
error  of  any  kind  is  an  evidence  of  carelessness. 
Let  honourable  members  turn  to  the  bottom 
of  page  V.  of  the  Statement.  You  may  say 
this  error  is  a  very  trivial  one  :  but  there  it  is. 
You  will  there  find  that  the  Customs  revenue 
for  1895-96  is  stated  as  £1,649,344.  It  should 
bo  £1,649,810.  Again,  the  Customs  revenue 
for  1897  is  stated  as  £1,818.893.  It  should  be 
£1,818,972.  Reference  to  the  blue-books  will 
prove  that  I  am  correct.  If  members  will  sit 
•down  complacently  and  allow  these  things  to 
Ko  on  you  will  have  repetitions  of  these  mistakes. 
It  is  the  duty  of  an  honourable  member,  if  he 
sees  a  mistake,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  it.  In  the  table  of  the  public  debt, 
near  the  bottom  of  page  21,  honourable  mem- 
bers will  find  the  last  item  reads  thus :  '*  Aid 
to  Public  Works  and  Land  Settlement  Act,  1896, 
and  Amendment  Act,  1897,  £975.000."  What 
have  the  words  ''Amendment  Act,  1897,"  to  do 
with  it  ?  At  that  date  not  a  single  shilling  had 
been  borrowed  under  that  Act.  These  words 
have  no  business  there.  The  proof  of  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  statement  of  the  Public  Works 
-Account.  The  £225,000  borrowed  during  last 
year  was  under  the  authority  of  '*  The  Aid  to 
Public  Works  and  Land  Settlement  Act,  1896," 
and  not  the  Amendment  Act  of  1897. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — A  printers'  error. 

Mr.  FRASEB.— I  say  that  is  no  excuse.  It 
shows  carelessness.  Errors  of  that  kind  have 
no  right  to  appear  in  a  Financial  Statement. 
Kow,  I  want  to*  point  out  something  worse 
than  an  error.  I  will  ask  members  to  turn 
to  page  iii.  of  the  Statement  itself.  About  the 
middle  of  the  page  will  be  found  the  following 
sentences: — 

**  From  our  railways  we  have  received,  as  I 
have  said,  some  £95,000  in  excess  of  the  esti- 
mate supplied  by  the  department.  There  is  no 
special  feature  in  this  to  comment  upon,  for  it 
ds  the  evident  result  of  increased  commercial 
business,  which  has  more  than  compensated  for 
the  loss  of  revenue  from  the  floods  and  from  the 
•drought  in  southern  Canterbury." 

Again,  a  few  lines  lower  down  the  page  I  find' 
It  stated,— 

•<  The  working-railways  vote  was  exceeded  by 
£27,796 ;  but  I  do  not  imagine  much  exception 
will  be  offered  to  this  when  it  is  taken  into 
consideration  that  nearly  £100,000  of  excess 
revenue  was  at  the  same  time  obtained." 

10  0  ^ow»  what  conclusion  could  any 
ordinary  reader  of  these  two  sentences 


come  to  but  that  £95,000  represented  the  excess 
of  the  railway  revenue  for  1898  over  that  for 
1897,  and  that  the  excess  of  expenditure  for 
the  same  period  was  £27,926  ?  The  ordinary 
reader  would  naturally  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  by  subtracting  £27,926  from  £95,000  he 
would  arrive  at  the  amount  by  which  the  net 
profit  on  railways  for  1898  exceeded  that  for 
1897— namely,  £67,074. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly  not. 

Mr.  FRASEB.—*<  Certainly  not,  "  says  the 
Premier.  I  felt  sure  that  interjection  would 
come.  Every  statement  in  these  sentences  I 
have  quoted,  taken  by  itself,  is  correct  as  far  as 
I  know.  But  these  statements  are  so  worded 
and  so  grouped  as  to  lead  most  persons  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  was  nearly  £100,000  of 
excess  railway  revenue  over  the  former  year. 
Why,  Sir,  long  before  we  met  here  it  was 
flashed  over  the  wires  throughout  the  colony, 
and  probably  beyond  it,  that  the  result  of  the 
year's  operations  on  the  railways  was  about 
£100,000  in  excess  of  1897.  But  not  a  word 
about  the  expenditure.  Now,  what  are  the  real 
facts?    The  following  table  will  show  them  : — 

M  £ 

Actual  railway  revenue,  1898  1,870,571 
Actual  railway  revenue,  1897  1,287,139 

83,432 

Actual    railway  expenditure, 

1898 849,923 

Actual   railway   expenditure, 

1897 776,747 

73.176 


Liabilities,  working  railways,  10,256 

31st  March,  1898 . .  . .        74,818 

Liabilities,  working  railways, 
31st  March,  1897  . .        65,971 

8,847 

Net  excess  railway  profit  foe  ■ 

1898  over  1897     ..  ..  ..     £1,409 

£1,409  is  somewhat  different  from  £67,074, 
to  say  nothing  of  £100,000.  Now,  who  would 
imagine  for  a  moment  on  reading  this  Budget 
that  that  was  the  actual  result  ?  Yet  I  defy 
any  one  to  disprove  my  figures.  I  hope  the 
Premier,  in  his  reply,  will  take  notice  of  what  I 
have  said,  and  show,  if  he  can,  that  £1,402  is 
not  the  excess  of  net  profit  for  1898  over  the 
net  profit  for  1897.  I  know  perfectly  well  what 
the  total  net  profit,  so-called,  for  1898  was— it 
was  £520,648;  and  for  1897  it  was  £510,392, 
without  taking  into  account  the  liabilities. 
The  difference  between  these  two  sums  is 
£10,256.  When  you  deduct  therefrom  the  ex- 
cess of  liabilities  for  1898  over  those  for  1897 — 
namely,  £8,847— you  arrive  again  at  £1,409. 
You  cannot  gainsay  these  figures;  they  are 
taken  from  the  Budget  itself.  Have  I  not 
justified  my  assertion  that  the  two  sentences 
I  have  quoted  are  shockmgly  misleading  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  could  not  be  put  more 
clearly. 

Mr.  FRASER.— If  you  had  put  the  facts  in 
the  way  I  have  put  them  to  the  House  the 
country  would  have  known  what  the  truth  was  ; 
but  there  is  not  a  word  about  the  relation  oi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TSe         Financial  Siatement.  [HOUSE.]     Financial  Statement.     [Aug.  19 


expenditure  to  reoeipts— not  &  word  aboat  ez- 
oess  of  liabilities ;  and  most  persons  would  be 
excused  for  not  noticing  the  difference  between 
the  estimated  receipts  and  expenditure  and  the 
actual  ones.  I  have  no  doubt  that  what  I  have 
just  told  honourable  members  is  news  to  a  good 
many  of  them.  Let  me  take  another  state- 
ment in  the  same  page : — 

**  Among  the  underspent  amounts,  which 
total  to  £108,178,  the  item  of  £27,709  represents 

?rincipally  a  saving  of  interest  payable  on 
reasury  bills  and  inscribed  stock." 

When  the  Treasurer  talks  about  the  savings 
of  interest  he  should  do  so  in  a  definite  way,  so 
that  people  may  understand  clearly  what  he 
means.  The  interest  payments  this  year  are 
£82,000  more  than  last  year,  and  yet  here  is 
a  statement  calculated  to  mislead  the  casual 
reader— and  there  are  casual  readers  inside  this 
House  as  well  as  outside  of  it.  Are  they  not 
apt  to  take  it  for  granted  that  there  has  been 
an  actual  saving  of  interest  payments  for  1898 
over  1897  ?  Sir,  there  has  been  no  such  saving. 
Now,  I  am  sorry  to  find  these  statements  in 
a  Budget  containing  a  record  credit  balance. 
Gould  he  not  have  been  satisfied  wibh  the  actual 
amount  of  the  surplus  ?  Why  should  he  want 
to  produce  a  false  impression  about  details? 
What  is  the  result  ?  These  things  detract  from 
the  value  of  the  whole  Statement.  The  colony 
expects  to  have  the  real  facts  set  forth,  and  I 
certainly  hope  not  to  have  to  criticize  future 
Budgets  for  a  similar  reason.  However,  time 
presses  and  I  must  hurry  on.  There  is  one 
remark  that  constantly  recurs  about  the  earn- 
ing-power  of  the  people  having  increased.  I 
fancy  the  Treasurer  meant  the  spen ding-power. 
Well,  I  do  not  dispute  it  for  a  moment.  But 
is  the  increase  a  real  one — a  legitimate  one  ? 
Is  the  increased  spending-power  of  the  people 
due  solely  to  the  increase  of  the  produce  of 
the  colony — to  the  creation  of  an  increased 
genuine  wage  fund  ?  We  know  perfectly  well  it 
is  not  so.  It  is  beyond  doubt  that  part  of  the 
increase  of  revenue  from  Customs  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  are  distributing  among  the  wage- 
earners  of  the  colony  not  only  the  surplus  of 
our  revenue,  but  hundreds  of  thousands  of  bor- 
rowed money  every  year.  Last  yc  ar  we  spent 
over  £800,000  on  various  works  throughout  the 
colony,  and  1  undertake  to  say  that  fully  one- 
half  of  that  sum  has  gone  into  the  pockets  of 
the  wage-earners;  consequently,  their  spend- 
ing-power, at  any  rate,  was  increased. 

Hon.  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  FBASEB. —  Members  opposite  say 
*'  Hear,  hear."  Do  they  mean  to  say  that  we 
are  to  go  on  borrowing  money  for  ever  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — Decidedly. 

Mr.  FRASER.— The  honourable  member  for 
Hasterton  says  **  Decidedly."  Well,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  secured  something  be. 
tween  £90,000  and  £100,000  in  one  year  for  his 
own  district  I  can  understand  that  interjection. 
I  dare  say  he  hopes  it  will  go  on.  But  I  ask 
the  House  to  seriously  consider  this  question, 
because  it  is  a  very  important  one.  I  have 
referred  to  it  on  previous  occasions,  and  I 
then  told  honourable  members  what  they 
Mr.Frtuer 


might  expect.  Every  word  of  what  I  said 
when  speaking  on  the  last  Imprest  Supply 
Bill  has  been  amply  justified  by  what  haa 
occurred  since.  It  was  very  evident  that  a^ 
certain  course  would  have  to  be  followed^ 
and  other  members  must  have  seen  it  aa- 
well  as  I.  It  was  quite  impossible  to  oany 
on  without  borrowing.  I  say  now,  as  I  have 
said  before,  that  I  do  not  think  the  time  haa 
come  when  we  should  cease  borrowing.  We 
cannot  put  a  stop  to  it  at  once.  We  have  roads 
and  bridges  to  make  and  railways  to  complete, 
and  borrowing  must  go  on,  but  I  think — and 
I  hope  the  House  will  agree  with  me — indeed, 
I  believe  they  will — that  borrowing  in  driblete 
leads  to  waste.  More  than  that,  this  borrow- 
ing in  driblets  is  an  incentive,  not  only  to  thia 
Government  but  to  any  Government,  to  keep 
repeatedly  dangling  the  traditional  bunch  of 
carrots  before  members.  It  enables  them  to  do 
it.  If  you  borrow  from  year  to  year,  a  certain 
number  of  members  are  bound  hand  and  foot 
to  the  Government,  and  cannot  call  their  soula 
their  own.  But  if  a  borrowing  policy  were 
brought  down  extending  over  a  numoer  of  years,, 
and  the  money  was  allocated  to  certain  works, 
then  the  temptation  to  sell  a  vote  would  not 
exist,  because,  the  money  being  once  and  for 
all  allocated,  members  would  be  free  thereafter 
to  vote  as  they  chose. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — It  is  only  fair  that  those 
who  borrow  the  money  should  spend  it. 

Mr.  FRASER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  letting  the  cat  out  of  the  bag ;  he  is  so  cer- 
tain of  going  out  of  office  at  the  next  elections- 
that  he  does  not  want  to  borrow  for  his  suc- 
cessors. Now,  I  spoke  a  few  minutes  ago  about 
underestimating  revenue  and  overestimating 
expenditure.  The  same  process  is  visible  in  the 
estimates  for  1898-99  as  was  noticeable  in  the 
estimates  for  the  previous  year.  Take  the  rail- 
ways, for  instance.  We  see  that  notwithstand- 
ing returns  to  date — acknowledged  facts — and 
in  the  face  of  reports  from  Stationmasters  all 
over  the  colony  that  they  expect  a  good  year, 
yet  the  Minister  anticipates  a  decrease  of  £752. 
What  is  that  but  underestimating?  Let  me 
take  another  item — the  land-  and  income-tax, 
which  is  estimated  at  an  increase  of  £7,503. 
The  amount  of  land-tax  is  not  stated  separately 
from  that  of  income-tax.  The  income  tax  last 
year  showed  an  increase  of  about  £10,000,  and 
there  was  a  small  decrease  in  the  land-tax. 
Now,  what  did  the  Premier  tell  the  deputation 
that  waited  on  him  from  the  County  Councils 
Conference?  He  told  them  that  the  incre'ase 
in  the  valuation  of  the  rateable  lands  of  the 
colony  under  the  new  valuations  amounted  to 
sixteen  millions.  I  confess  I  did  not  know 
how  much  it  was  myself  until  I  saw  the  report 
of  his  speech  in  the  evening  paper.  And, 
although  we  have  an  acknowledged  increase 
in  the  valuation  of  the  land  on  which  the  tax  is 
levied,  is  there  to  be  no  increase  from  next 
year's  tax  ?  Why,  it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety 
in  the  South  Island,  at  any  rate,  that  the  new 
values  put  on  the  land  are  excessive  and  extor- 
tionate. Throughout  my  own  district  the  most 
intense   indignation   reigns   at   the   excessive . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]       Finanoidl  8taUmmi.        [HOUSE.]  Financial  Statement. 


727 


Tftluations ;  and  in  the  face  of  these  ezoessive 
vftlaations  we  are  to  he  told  that  there  will  be 
little  or  no  increase  in  the  land-tax !  I  will 
undertake  to  say  that,  if  this  estimate  of  sixteen 
millions  is  anywhere  near  correct,  instead  of 
receiving  an  increase  of  £7,000  in  the  land-  and 
income-tax,  the  increase  will  he  between 
£80,000  and  £40,000.  But  the  Premier  con- 
ceals that  fact ;  and  next  year  he  will  come 
down  to  the  House  with  the  difference  between 
£7,000  and  £40,000  and  say,  "  How  wonderfully 
the  country  has  prospered  under  the  Liberal 
(Government I "  and  "It  is  all  owing  to  the 
Liberal  Government." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  did  you  not  make  those 
reductions  before  Starborough  and  other  estates 
were  taken  over  ? 


Mr.  FBASEB.— Well,  we  will  see  who  is  right 
and  who  is  wrong.  For  myself,  I  believe  that 
£30,000 or  £40,000  will  be  more  like  the  increase 
in  the  land-  and  income-tax  for  1890  than  £7,000. 
I  will  conclude  by  referring  to  the  position  of  the 
Public  Works  Fund.  We  know  that  on  the  Slat 
March  there  was  only  £51,000  left,  and  we  know, 
too,  that  there  were  liabilities  on  that  date 
amounting  to  £394,427.  What  does  that  mean  ? 
With  nothing  but  £51,000  in  the  fund,  liabilities 
to  that  extent  had  been  incurred.  It  is  true  the 
Government  had  authority  to  borrow  £275,000^ 
but  probably  were  unable  to  do  so  before  diet 
March.  The  following  table  shows  at  a  glance 
whence  are  derived  the  various  sums  of  money 
which  are  intended  to  constitute  the  Public 
Works  Fund  for  the  ensuing  year : — 


From  Balance, —  e 

**  Aid  to  Public  Works  and  Land  Settlement  Act,  1896  "  25,000 
"  Aid  to  Public  Works  and  Land  Settlement  Act  1896 

Amendment  Act,  1897 "                          ..            ..  250,000 


From  Credit  balance :  Public  Works  Fund  Account,  Slst  March,  1898 

Consolidated  Fund  (surplus)    . . 

Consolidated  Fund — being  special  provision  for  following 
purposes : — 

Harbour  defences,  &o. 

Lunatic  asylums 

Parliamentary  Library  and  Buildings 


275,000 
51,492 


25,000 
25,000 
25,000 


326,493 
350,000 


Proposed  new  loan 


Deduct  liabilities  in  Public  Works  Fund  Account,  31st  March,  1898 


Hence  £857,065  is  the  total  amount  available 
for  expenditure  from  that  fund  for  the  ensuing 
year,  or,  rather,  till  Parliament  meets  again. 
Now,  let  me  warn  the  House  that  if  the  Premier 
spends  at  the  same  rate  as  he  did  during  the 
last  twelve  months  there  will  not  he  a  penny- 

?iece  left  unpledged  on  the  dlst  March,  1899. 
here  will  no  doubt  be  a  credit  balance  in  the 
Public  Works  Fund  on  that  date,  but  there  will 
be  an  equivalent  liability.  Let  us  hope  the 
liability  will  not  exceed  the  credit  balance. 
The  result  will  be  that  when  Parliament  meets 
next  year  it  will  again  have  to  face  this 
question  of  borrowing.  I  suppose  this  sort 
of  thing  will  continue  as  long  as  this  Par- 
liament lasts,  as  it  is  evidently  determined 
to  give  efiect  to  the  wishes  of  the  Premier. 
I  repeat  that  this  mode  of  borrowing  in  com- 
paratively small  sums  is  a  mistake.  It  is  the 
worst  kind  of  borrowing,  and  no  economical 
administration  can  take  place  while  that  is 
going  on.  There  is  a  tendency  to  fritter  away 
the  money  on  works  that  should  really  be  a 
charge  on  revenue,  and  there  is  no  finality  to 
such  a  policy. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Borrowing  a  large  sum 
makes  members  and  everybody  else  extrava- 
gant. 

Mr.  FBASEB.— Sir,  authority  to  borrow  a 
large  sum  need  not  involve  the  raising  and 
■pending  the  whole  of  it  at  once.   Nor  should 


76,000 
500,000 

1,251,492 
394,427 

Total  available       . .  . .  . .  . .  £857 ,  065 

you  do  what  has  been  done  in  the  past  by  this 
Government  and  former  Governments— namely, 
divert  the  money  so  borrowed  from  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  authorised ;  puch  a  proceeding 
is  decidedly  wrong.  I  hope  if  the  colony  some 
day  do6<i  decide  to  borrow  any  large  sum  it 
will  not,  as  in  the  past,  leave  such  sum  in  the 
hands  of  any  Government  to  di^po8e  of,  but 
that  Parliament  will  insist  on  placing  the  pio- 
ceeds  of  such  loan  in  the  hands  of  Commis- 
sioners, whose  duty  it  would  be  to  see  that  the 
purposes  of  the  loan  were  adhered  to.  Of  course^ 
such  a  proposal  would  not  suit  these  honour- 
able gentlemen,  hut  I  believe  it  would  be  a 
wise  provision.  You  have  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners to  prevent  the  Government  of  the 
day  from  touching  the  sinking  futids. 

An  Hr  n.  Member. — They  did  touch  them. 

Mr.  FUASER.— Then,  why  not  have  Loan 
Commissioners,  who  would  not  allow  a  single 
penny  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Loan  Fund  with- 
out the  direct  authority  of  Parliament.  That 
is  what  I  want — parliamentary  control  of  loan- 
money,  not  governmental.  I  repeat,  you  need 
not  dVead  borrowing  a  large  sum  if  it  is  allo- 
cated properly,  and  adequately  safeguarded 
from  improper  interference  as  to  its  objects.  I 
thank  the  House  for  the  patient  hearing  it  has 
given  me.  I  should  have  liked  to  touch  on 
some  other  topics,  but  my  time-limit  is  ex- 
hausted. 
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Mr.  8BDD0N.— The  honourable  member,  I 
know,  will  not  wilfully  miarepresent  me,  and  he 
is  always  fair  in  bis  eriUcism,  but  I  would  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  turn  to  P*ge  5 
of  the  estimates ;  he  will  there  find  £45,000 
eharged  to  interest 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  is  oon* 
stantly  at  the  end  of  every  speech  getting  up 
and  interlarding  various  remarks  by  way  of 
personal  explanations  when  they  are  not  per- 
sonal explanations.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man will  have  an  opportunity  later  on  of  reply- 
ing to  the  various  Opposition  speeches. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  Premier 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  rising  constantly.  In 
this  case  he  says  he  has  been  misrepresented, 
and  asks  permiBsion  to  make  an  explanation. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  has  risen  half  a  dozen  times  during 
this  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  entirely  wrong. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— As  long  as  you  are 
keeping  your  eye  upon  him,  Sir,  I  am  quite 
satisfied. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  information  is  given  to 
the  House  on  page  5  of  the  estimates.  There 
you  will  find  that  £45,000  is  credited  on  the 
one  side  and  debited  on  the  other. 

Mr.  FRASER.— I  referred  to  the  Budget,  not 
to  the  estimates. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  said  I  kept  that  back 
from  the  House. 

Mr.  FRaSER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  mistaken.  What  I  said  was  that  the  £45,000 
should  be  included  in  the  table  of  receipts  euid 
expenditure  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  it 
is  not  there.  I  say  it  ought  to  be  included  in 
the  sum  representing  interest  and  sinking 
fund  on  the  expenditure  side,  and  if  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Office  paid  the  money  it 
should  also  appear  amongst  the  receipts. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—It  is  here. 

Mr.  FRASER.— Yes,  in  the  estimates;  but 
not  in  the  statement  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture in  the  Budget.  I  was  not  referring  to 
the  estimates ;  they  are  a  very  different  thing 
and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question. 
The  estimates,  when  passed,  are  simply  an 
authority  to  spend,  but  certainly  no  evidence 
of  money  either  having  been  received  or  spent. 
But  that  is  the  way  of  the  Premier.  He  tries 
to  draw  a  red-herring  across  the  scent,  in  order 
to  divert  attention  from  the  subject. 

--Q  Mr.  O'REGAN  (Buller).  —  Sir,  If 
*  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu 
is  not  one  of  the  most  brilliant  debaters  of 
this  House  he  is  certainly  one  of  the  least 
offensive.  As  I  listened  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  criticism  of  the  Budget  I  could 
not  help  regretting  that  the  style  which  charac- 
terised his  utterances  is  not  generally  pursued 
by  honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  I  could  not  help  contrasting  the  style 
of  his  speech  with  that  of  the  speech  we  heard 
last  night  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie.  That 
honourable  gentleman  is  in  the  habit  of  deliver- 


ing brilliant  speeches  each  session,  evidently 
after  careful  preparation,  if  we  can  judge  by 
the  work  the  honourable  gentleman  does  on 
the  sessional  Committees  of  whioh  he  is  a 
member.  He  generally  is  very  amusing,  and 
last  night  he  was  not  only  amusing,  but,  in 
some  instances,  offensive.  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  for  regret  that  he  should  have 
referred  in  disparaging  terms  to  a  gentle- 
man who  is  no  longer  living,  and  also  that 
he  should  have  so  far  forgotten  himself  as 
to  speak  in  disrespectful  terms  of  gentlemen 
who  have  been  recently  appointed  to  another 
place.  Sir,  when  I  listen  to  the  speeches  wfaioh 
are  from  time  to  time  made  in  this  House  and 
in  the  country,  I  feel  compelled  to  ask  myself, 
knowing  that  generally  the  speakers  are  pri- 
vately moat  estimable  gentlemen,  whether  they 
really  mean  all  they  say.  And  this  reminds 
me  that  recently  I  read  the  report  of  a  speech 
delivered  during  the  last  recess  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Napier  to  his  constituents, 
and  certainly  I  was  somewhat  surprised  that  a 
gentleman  of  his  reputation  and  his  education 
should  have  found  it  necessary  to  refer  in  such 
disparaging  terms  to  his  fellow-members.  I 
quote  from  the  Haioke^s  Bay  HertUi  of  the  11th 
June,  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
reported  to  have  said, — 

**  The  Opposition  were  not  going  to  have  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  Government  sup- 
porters on  the  Committees.  They  represented 
a  large  portion  of  the  population,  and  that 
the  most  intelligent  part  of  it.    (Applause)." 

This  was  evidently  very  pleasing  to  the 
audience,  because  the  reporter  has  taken  oare 
to  mention  the  applause.  There  is  nothing 
particularly  offensive  in  that,  although  it 
amounts  to  a  reflection  on  the  honourable 
gentleman's  own  constituents,  seeing  that  in 
the  last  Parliament  they  were  represented  by 
one  of  his  political  opponents.  But,  further 
on,  he  is  reported  to  have  spoken  as  follows : — 

*'  Of  all  the  contemptible  creatures  oommend 
him  to  those  who  crawled  on  the  shoulders  of 
suffering  humanity  for  their  own  political  ends ; 
and  that  was  what  the  New  Zealand  Liberals 
had  been  doing  for  years." 

I  believe.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  is  a 
graduate  of  Cambridge  University,  and  he  is 
reputed  to  be  a  gentleman  of  social  Influenoe 
in  Hawke's  Bay,  yet  he  is  not  above  using 
]an|(uage  like  this  towards  the  men  whom  .the 
majority  of  the  people  have  seleoted  to  repre- 
sent them.  Some  members  have  been  ohosen 
by  their  oonstituents  as  a  tribute  to  their 
personal  worth ;  others  have  been  returned  by 
reason  of  their  money.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber is  reported  to  have  spent  a  considerable 
sum  in  acquiring  his  seat,  and,  if  so,  it  is  some- 
what remarkable  that  he  should  have  been  so 
anxious  to  obtain  the  entr€e  to  an  Aaaembly 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  which,  if  his 
statements  are  to  be  believed,  are  troly  de- 
scribed as  "  contemptible  creatures." 

Mr.  MoLEAN.— I  did  not  refer  to  members 
of  this  House,  and  the  honourable  member  is 
quite  inacourate  in  thinking  that  I  did  refer 
to  members  in  that  speech  at  all. 
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Mr.  O'REOAN.— I  oui  only  take  the  report 
•«f  a  paper  which  is  a  political  sapporier  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  I  am  glad  to  give  him 
«n  ooportnnity  to  make  any  explanation  if  he 
-can  do  so,  but  his  atterances  seem  to  me  to  be 
an  uncalled-for  reflection  upon  men  who,  what- 
•«ver  their  faults  may  be,  are  certainly  no  dis- 
credit to  the  constituencies  who  elected  them. 
Debates  upon  the  Financial  Statement,  Sir, 
must  appear  to  those  who  have  listened  to 
many  of  them  to  be  of  a  sameness  that  soon 
becomes  monotonous,  and  there  is  little  dif- 
ference between  the  present  debate  and  others 
to  which  I  have  listened.  I  was  surprised  to- 
day to  hear  the  honourable  member  for  Eden 
<Mr.  Bollard)  attacking  what  I  thought  to  be 
one  of  the  most  commendable  features  of  the 
Railways  Statement  which  was  recently  laid 
-on  the  table  of  this  House.  The  honourable 
gentleman  took  occasion  to  condemn,  in  lan- 
guage which  could  not  well  have  been  stronger, 
ihe  increase  of  6d.  a  day  which  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  out  of  deference  to  the  wishes  of 
■a  large  number  of  members,  has  deemed  it 
necessary  to  make  this  year  to  the  wages  of 
the  platelayers  and  casual  hands.  I  think  it 
-would  be  well  if  the  principle  were  more 
l^enerally  adopted  of  increasing  the  pay  of 
those  in  the  public  service  whose  pay  is  the 
least.  In  my  opinion,  too  much  attention  has 
been  paid  to  increasing  the  salaries  of  those 
whose  salaries  require  least  attention.  The 
lionourable  member  contended  that  it  was  a 
mistake  for  the  €k>vernment  to  pay  wages 
higher  than  those  paid  by  private  employers. 
There  is  no  doubt  a  certain  amount  of  truth  in 
that.  Wages  always  tend  to  a  common  level, 
■and  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Government 
to  pay  wages  very  much  higher  than  the  ordi- 
nary level,  for  the  reason  that  the  higher  wages 
would  attract  such  a  large  number  of  labourers 
to  Government  employment  that  the  law  of 
•competition  would  very  soon  tend  to  bring  the 
wages  down  to  the  general  level.  But  I  contend 
that  the  mistake  of  our  railways-classification 
scheme— the  same  applies  to  other  branches  of 
the  public  service — is  in  having  a  fixed  rate 
throughout  the  colony.  The  rate  paid  to  casual 
hands,  6s.  6d.  a  day,  may  be  fair  wages  in  the 
district  represented  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, but  certainly  it  is  quite  inadequate  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony.  On  the  west  coast  of  the 
South  Island,  where  there  is  a  heavy  rainfall 
during  the  year,  in  consequence  of  which  there 
must  be  a  good  deal  of  broken  time,  such  wages 
are  utterly  inadequate.  If  proof  is  wanted  we 
have  it  in  the  fact  that  the  wages  paid  by 
private  individuals  fluctuate  throughout  the 
colonv,  and  are  higher  on  the  West  Coast  than 
elsewhere,  on  account  of  bad  weather  and  the 
difficulties  of  transportation  of  goods.  Pro- 
vision should  certainly  be  made  in  the  Classifi- 
cation Act  for  the  payment  of  differential  rates 
of  wa^es.  I  submit  that  this  is  a  question 
deservmg  of  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Minister  for  Railways.  Now,  coming  to  the 
Budget,  I  find  opon  the  very  first  page  a  some- 
what interesting  statement.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer tells  us  that  daring  the  past  few  yearn— the 


exact  number  of  years  is  not  stated — the  sum  of 
£1,330,000  has  been  transferred  from  revenue 
to  the  aid  of  public-works  construction,  and 
the  Treasurer  points  out  that  in  consequence 
of  that  operation  a  saving  in  the  annual  in- 
terest charge  has  been  effected  of  £46,550. 
The  Treasurer  further  points  out  with  indis- 
putable accuracy  that  had  this  not  been  done 
the  money  would  have  been  borrowed,  and  the 
colony  would  have  been  poorer  by  £46,550 
every  year.  The  annual  interest  charged  on 
our  national  debt  now  amounts  to  about 
£1,800,000.  I  think  this  is  a  point  that  should 
be  considered  by  those  who  would  urge  a  reck- 
less policy  of  borrowing.  An  extravagant  pub- 
lic-works policy  would  certainly  bring  pro- 
sper! ry,  but  it  would  be  succeeded  by  depres- 
sion as  surely  as  illness  follows  a  debauch.  If 
borrowing  is  found  necessary  at  all  it  should  be 
undertaken  on  a  scale  as  mild  as  possible, 
otherwise  one  o!  its  inevitable  effects  must  be 
to  attract  an  army  of  people  from  Aastralia 
in  search  of  employment.  The  public  works 
could  last  only  as  long  as  the  borrowed  money, 
after  which  the  colony  would  experience  a  pain- 
ful spasm  of  depression.  The  "  unemployed  " 
difficulty,  for  a  time  quiescent,  would  reappear 
in  all  its  dreadful  reality,  and  the  people  of  the 
colony  would  find  themselves  saddled  with  an 
increased  burden  of  debt,  the  interest  on  which, 
whether  the  colony  prospered  or  otherwise, 
would  have  to  be  paid  with  unfailing  regu- 
larity. I  am  not  unmindful  —  no  country 
member  can  be — of  the  advantages  of  public- 
works  expenditure;  but,  having  the  facts  in 
mind,  I  refuse  to  be  tempted  by  the  prospect 
of  transitory  advantages  to  approve  a  policy 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  what  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  depict.  On  page  iii.  of  the  Budget 
the  Treasurer  tells  us  that  the  land-  and 
income-tax  revenue  for  the  year  exceeded  the 
estimate  by  £84,800— £5,000  in  excess  of  the 
previous  year's  revenue  under  the  Bame  head. 
If,  however,  we  turn  to  the  table  in  the  Budget 
we  find  that  the  increase  has  been  only  in 
respect  of  the  income-tax.  The  income-tax 
shows,  approximately,  an  increase  of  £10,000, 
while  the  land-tax  shows  a  decrease  of  about 
£6,000.  Therefore,  while  it  is  quite  correct  to 
say  that  taken  together  they  show  an  increase 
of  £5,000,  the  fact  remains  that  the  increase 
is  all  under  one  heading,  while  under  the  other 
there  is  a  decrease.  This  brings  me  to  a  fact 
already  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wallace  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Wakatipu — that  the  land-tax  revenue  is 
annually  falling  off.  I  find  that  in  1893  the 
land-tax  yielded  £297,181 ;  in  1894,  £285,326  ; 
in  1895,  £280,188;  in  1896,  £271,394;  in 
1897,  £272,309  ;  and  in  1898,  £267,286. 
Here,  then,  we  have  the  land-tax  continually 
falling  off,  until  in  1898  it  is  less  by  £29,896 
than  in  1893.  Mark  now  how  the  income-tax 
has  increased  :  In  1893  it  was  £67,367 ;  in  1894, 
£75,237 ;  in  1896,  £89,891 ;  in  1896,  £92.773 ; 
in  1897,  £105,504 ;  and  in  1898,  £115,210.  So 
that  the  income-tax  was  greater  in  1898  than 
in  1898  by  £47,843.  Taking  the  land-  and  in- 
come-tax together,  the  amount  in  1899  wm 
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£864,548,  while  in  1698  it  was  £882,496,  an 
iacrease  of  £17,948.  But  the  increase  has 
been  solely  dae  to  the  income-tax ;  hence  it 
is  hardly  fair  to  lamp  the  two  together  and 
point  to  the  gross  increase.  The  increase  in 
the  income-tax  can,  no  doubt,  be  taken  as 
indicative  of  increasing  prosperity,  but  it  is,  no 
doubt,  to  an  extent  accounted  for  by  increasing 
stringency  of  collection.  The  decrease  of  the 
land-tax  is  a  very  serious  matter.  No  doubt  it 
can,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  accounted  for  by 
the  purchase  of  large  estates  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act.  Unfortunately,  I  have 
not  yet  seen — it  has  not  been  printed — the 
report  of  the  Yaluer-Qeneral  in  connection 
with  the  recent  valuation  under  "The  Qovern- 
ment  Valuation  of  Land  Act,  1896.**  And  here 
let  me  say  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  com- 
plaints that  we  have  heard,  this  is  the  first  time 
a  really  systematic  and  something  like  correct 
valuation  of  the  colony's  lands  has  been  at- 
tempted. In  the  absence  of  the  report  I 
cannot  speak  with  as  much  certainty  as  I 
otherwise  could,  but  the  Premier  yesterday  in- 
formed a  deputation,  of  which  I  was  one,  that 
the  land- value  of  the  colony  had  increased  since 
1891  by  £16,000,000.  Here,  then,  certainly  is 
what  appears  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  a  paradox. 
Any  one  seeing  that  the  land-tax  revenue  is 
every  year  falling  off  would  naturally  conclude 
that  the  land- value  of  the  colony  is  decreasing ; 
but  we  are  presented  with  the  astounding  fact 
that,  notwithstanding  an  increase  in  value  in 
seven  years  of  ^16,000,000,  the  revenue  from 
the  land-tax  has  fallen  off  by  £80,000.  The 
estates  purchased  were  formerly  paying  gradu- 
ated land-tax,  but,  of  course,  since  becoming 
Crown  lands  they  have  ceased  to  pay  any 
taxation.  But,  after  making  every  allowance 
for  that,  there  must  be  a  wide  gap  to  fill, 
and  the  deficiency  can  be  accounted  for  only 
by  the  exemption  of  £500.  I  find,  according 
to  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Taxes 
for  1892,  that  there  were  at  that  time  76,899 
owners,  representing  an  unimproved  value  of 
£8,621,360,  whose  properties  were  valued  at 
£600  and  under.  Of  course,  these  paid  no  land- 
tax,  nor  do  they  yet.  Had  there  been  no 
exemption  the  revenue  would  have  benefited  by 
£85,900 ;  but  this  only  represents  a  fraction  of 
the  revenue  that  is  lost  by  the  exemption,  be- 
caupe  a  deduction  of  £500  is  allowed  in  respect 
of  all  properties  up  to  £1,500  of  unimproved 
value — that  is  to  say,  if  the  unimproved  value 
of  a  property  is  £1,000,  land-tax  is  payable 
only  en  £500  ;  if  £1,600,  only  on  £1,000.  Then, 
the  exem lotion  does  not  end  at  £1,600  ;  it 
gradually  diminishes,  and  finally  disappears 
when  the  unimproved  value  reaches  £2,600. 
It  is  utterly  impossible  to  calculate  how 
much  revenue  we  are  losing  from  this  exemp- 
tion. We  can  only  make  an  approximate 
guess,  and  not  even  then  until  we  obtain 
more  reliable  statistics,  as  we,  I  hope,  shall  do 
when  the  report  of  the  Valuer-General  is  laid 
on  the  table.  But  I  am  able  to  assure  the 
House  that  in  New  South  Wales  the  land-tax 
is  Id.  in  the  pound  on  the  unimproved  value, 
with  a  £240  exemption,  and  statistios  have 
Mr.  0*Began 


proved  indisputably  that  (d.  in  the  pound  tax 
without  the  £240  exemption  would  produce 
very  nearly  the  same  amount  of  revenue  aa- 
Id.  in  the  pound  tax  with  the  exemption  ;  and 
I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  find  that  here  w» 
lose  fully  half  the  land-tax  revenue  through 
the  exemption.  I  submit,  Sir,  that  there  is  no 
justification  whatever  for  such  an  exemption. 
There  is  no  analogy  between  it  and  the  in- 
oome-tax  exemption:  the  latter  rests  on  the 
intelligible  principle  that,  the  income-tax  being 
a  tax  on  earnings,  there  is  a  minimum  stand- 
ard of  income  below  which  taxation  would  be 
oppressive ;  but  as  the  land-tax  is  not  a  tax 
on  earnings,  but  on  the  unearned  increment^ 
no  such  argument  can  be  urged  in  defence 
of  an  exemption  of  any  amount  whatever. 
More  than  this:  an  exemption  is  most  in- 
equitable and  unjust.  I  admit  it  enoouraeea 
subdivision  of  estates,  which  is  a  very  deaixablo 
thing,  but  the  subdivision  of  estates  would  even- 
tuate on  taxation  levied  with  no  exemption. 
One  of  the  effects  of  this  exemption  is  un- 
doubtedly to  induce  people  to  make  bogoa 
subdivisions  of  property  for  the  purpose  of  so 
increasing  their  exemptions  as  to  escape  tho 
payment  of  land-tax.  While  this  exemption 
exists  we  have,  so  to  speak,  a  sieve  through 
which  we  shall  lose  revenue  every  year,  until 
finally  the  lan^-tax  vnll  only  be  a  tithe  of  what 
it  ought  to  be.  Sir,  I  have  already  made  in- 
cidental reference  to  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act.  I  have  not  altered  my  opinion 
about  the  land  -  settlement  policy.  The 
great  majority  of  the  people  of  the  oolony,. 
however,  appear  to  indorse  it,  and  do  not 
deny  that  it  has  conferred  great  and  lasting 
benefits  on  many  of  the  people  of  the 
colony ;  but  if  Parliament  is  logical,  if  we 
will  sanction  the  purchase  of  large  estates,  if 
we  will  permit  the  payment  of  the  taxpayers* 
money  for  the  unearned  increment,  the  wis- 
dom of  which  I  deny,  we  should  go  further, 
and  also  provide  not  only  for  a  sinkixig  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  ultimately  extinguishing  the 
land-settlement  loans,  but  against  a  recurrence 
of  the  evil  which  the  Minister  of  Lands  is 
endeavouring  to  combat — by  legislating  for  a 
periodical  revaluation  of  all  leased  lands.  The 
Minister  of  Lands  has  so  far  refused  to  adopt  a 
periodical  revaluation  ;  but  with  surprising  in- 
consistency he  has  advocated  fair  rent.  Now, 
when  he  comes  to  examine  the  two  he  will 
find  that  there  is  no  real  difference  between 
periodical  revaluation  and  fair  rent.  Unless 
some  suitable  provision  is  made  for  the  State 
obtaining  the  unearned  increment,  which  wiU 
undoubtedly  hereafter  attach  to  the  land,  the 
holders  of  leases  in  perpetuity  will  become  in 
their  turn  monopolists  more  dangerous  than 
the  larger  monopolists,  because  more  numerous. 
Here  is  another  fact  which  the  Minister  had 
better  take  into  consideration:  When  these 
holders  become  sufficiently  numerous  to  form 
an  effective  voting-power  they  will  demand  the 
freehold  tenure,  and  will  be  able  to  exert  in* 
fluence  in  favour  of  their  demand.  I  find,  on 
looking  at  the  Lands  Report  for  this  year,  that 
the  number  of  freehold  setUers  is  actually  in- 
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oveating.  UnUl  very  recently  the  majority  of 
eelectora  preferred  the  lease  in  perpetuity,  bat 
now  a  revulsion  of  feeling  appears  to  have  set  in 
in  favour  of  the  freehold  tenure.  No  doubt,  as 
the  Surveyor- General  oorrectly  states,  the  chief 
reason  for  this  is  that  the  freehold  tenure  en- 
ables holders  to  obtain  larger  advances  on 
mortgage  than  they  would  under  any  leasing 
system.  I  find  that  last  year  380  persons  took 
up  81,414  acres  of  land  under  occupation  with 
right  of  purchase,  for  which  £12,152  wm  re- 
ceived ;  under  the  lease  in  perpetuity  299  per- 
sons selected  74,953  acres,  for  which  they  paid 
£16,912 :  so  that  we  have  undeniable  evidence 
of  a  revulsion  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  selectors 
in  favour  of  the  freehold  tenure— and  none  of 
the  new  holders,  by  the  way,  will  pay  land- 
tax,  because  of  the  exemption  already  referred 
to.  Those  who  are  in  favour  of  freehold  tenure 
will  no  doubt  hail  all  this  with  satisfaction. 
But  members  who,  like  myself,  are  opposed  to 
the  freehold  tennre,  who  believe  that  it  was  a 
mistake  to  sell  a  single  acre,  who  would  abolish 
further  alienation,  will  not  be  satisfied  with 
any  land  policy  if  its  tendency  is  to  deprive  all 
the  people  of  their  rights  unless  they  are  land- 
holders. That  is  something  which  the  Minister 
of  Lands  would  do  well  to  carefully  consider ; 
and  if  he  will  pardon  me  making  the  sugges- 
tion, I  think  that  before  this  Parliament  ex- 
pires he  should  ask  the  House  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion declaring  against  further  alienation,  and 
afi&rming  the  leasing  principle  with  revaluation. 
One  of  the  most  significant  features  in  the  Bud- 
get, I  think,  is  the  elaborate  defence  which  the 
Premier  endeavours  to  make  of  the  tariff  of  1895. 
I  offered  a  firm  and  consistent  opposition  to 
that  tariff,  as  indeed  I  would  do  again  if  such  a 
proposal  were  repeated,  and  I  find  that  in  the 
last  two  sentences  on  the  question  the  Trea- 
surer concurs  with  all  that  I  have  stated  with 
respect  to  that  tariff.  The  tariff  of  1895  was, 
like  all  tariffs,  without  principle — a  mere  com- 
promise, a  wretched  patchwork,  and  nothing 
more.    This  is  what  the  Treasurer  now  sa^s : — 

"  Should  there  be  a  change  in  the  tariff  let 
it  be  made  on  the  broad  lines  that  there  is  too 
much  indirect  taxation,  and  correspondingly 
too  little  from  direct  taxation.  Tinkering  with 
the  tariff  should  be  avoided." 

So  that  the  Treasurer  inferentlally  admits 
that  the  tariff  of  1895  was  tinkering  with  the 
tariff,  as  it  did  not  deal  with  the  question  on 
the  broad  lines  be  mentions.  I  am  not  now 
concerned  with  the  disputed  point  whether  the 
tariff  of  1895  has  increased  the  taxation  of  the 
people  of  the  colony  or  not,  but  I  contend 
now,  as  I  have  always  done,  that  the  indirect 
taxation  of  this  colony  is  excessive.  The 
people  of  the  colony  are  paying  too  much 
through  the  Customs,  and  the  time  has  arrived 
when  some  radical  attempt  should  be  made  to 
relieve  them.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
though  wages  are  not  decreasing  throughout 
the  colony,  from  year  to  year  the  competition 
for  work  becomes  more  keen,  and  what  is 
practically  tantamount  to  a  fall  in  wages  is 
caused  by  the  introduction  of  labour-saving 
machinery.     Take,   for   instance,  the   intro- 


duction of  the  linotype.  I  understand  that- 
the  leading  newspapers  of  the  colony  are  about- 
to  adopt  the  linotype.  The  effect  of  that  will 
be  to  displace  a  large  number  of  compositors- 
men  who  are  practically  fitted  only  for  the 
trade  they  have  learned.  They  will  be  com- 
pelled to  compete  with  others  in  the  scramble 
for  work.  And  the  same  applies  to  every  labour- 
saving  utility.  The  effect  of  all  this  must  be 
finally  to  still  further  force  down  wages. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  the  reduction  in  wages 
every  year,  the  cost  of  living  is  not  being, 
reduced,  and,  indeed,  cannot  be  reduced  so 
long  as  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
ate  kept  up  at  a  fictitiously  high  figure  by 
the  imposition  of  such  heavy  indirect  taxa- 
tion. Now,  I  might  point  out  a  few  of  the- 
commodities  on  which  the  duties  cannot  be^ 
defended  even  by  those  who  call  themselves  Pro^ 
tectionists  :  Kerosene,  £58,800 ;  tea,  £75,000 ; 
cocoa  and  chocolate,  £3,500;  coffee,  £2,100  ;_ 
rice,  £16,000;  salt,  £6,000;  sugar,  £143,000; 
raisins,  £24,000  ;  dried  fruits,  £23,000 ;  cut- 
lery, £4,000;  potted  and  preserved  fish,. 
£12,000 :  making  a  total  of  £362,900.  I  could,, 
if  time  permitted,  show  how  this  taxation 
hampers  the  progress  of  different  industries- 
in  the  colony,  although  there  are  those  who* 
defend  it  on  the  ground  that  it  is  necessary  in 
order  to  encourage  these,  very  industries.  I 
have  in  my  mind  the  case  of  a  gentlemao 
who,  on  the  assurance  of  the  Agent-General> 
that  New-Zealanders  welcomed  men  with 
capital  who  came  to  develop  her  resources, 
11  80  ^^™®  ^^  ^^^  colony  to  start  an  im- 
ii.ou.  pQp^Q^  industry.  This  is  the  kind  of 
encouragement  he  received :  he  had  to  pay  £70  ao- 
acre  for  sixteen  acres  of  land,  and  £140  duty  oa 
the  machinery  which  he  imported  for  the  pur- 
pose of  starting  this  industry.  Yet  we  profess 
that  we  want  such  men  to  come  amongst  us  to 
found  Industries  and  to  employ  labour.  Then,, 
take,  for  instance,  the  salt  duty— £6,000  a 
year.  Salt  is  now  extensively  used  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cyanide  process  of  gold-saving. 
The  cyanide  is  becoming  more  popular  every 
year,  so  that  here  is  an  impediment  to  the 
development  of  the  gold -mining  industry. 
Now,  I  do  not  propose  to  speak  on  the  question 
of  the  mining  industry,  as  there  is  a  Bill  before 
the  House  the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of 
which  will  give  ample  opportunity  of  doiog  80» 
But  I  might  point  out  that  the  duty  on  raining 
machinery  is  heavier  than  the  duty  on  any 
other  kind  of  machinery  imported  into  the 
colony.  The  duty  collected  on  machinery 
intended  for  agricultural  purposes  amounted 
last  year  to  £873 ;  for  woollen-milling,  £1,416  ; 
for  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes, 
£1,914;  for  the  manufacture  of  clothing 
and  waterproofs,  £2,800;  for  meat  -  freezings 
£2,100;  for  saw-milling,  £3,260;  for  flax- 
milling,  £3,200;  and  for  mining,  £5,600. 
And,  Sir,  before  I  leave  this  question,  I  would 
ask  those  who  defend  this  cruel  burden  of 
taxation  on  the  ground  that  it  encourages  local 
industries  to  explain  why,  notwithstanding  the 
duty  of  22J  per  cent,  on  boots,  the  wages  of 
boot-operatives  are  so  low,  or  how  it  was  that 
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<dtirmg  the  last  recess  the  unemployed  boot- 
mftkers  of  Ohristcharoh  had  feo  be  provided  with 
work  on  the  Midland  Railway  as  navvies? 
Now  I  oome  to  proposals  made  in  the  Budget 
with  respect  to  preferential  duties  on  goods 
imported  from  Great  Britain.  I  intend  to  sup- 
port the  proposal,  but  I  regret  that  the  Govem- 
cnent  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  embark 
on  a  much  more  comprehensive  policy.  This 
is  a  most  opportune  time  for  a  policy  of  free- 
trade,  in  view  of  the  great  Federation  move- 
ment in  Australia — the  movement  to  unify  the 
Australian  Ck)lonies.  I  regret  that  this  grand 
movement  has  been  so  far  ignored  by  this 
•colony— that  tbe  Government  have  not  so  far 
<done  anything  to  recognise  the  efforts  of  Aus- 
tralia to  abolish  the  tariff  barriers  between 
the  colonic^.  I  find  that  in  1897  our  imports 
itom  Australia  were  valued  at  £996,988.  Of 
this  sum  £543,604,  or  more  than  half  the  total 
value,  was  represented  by  our  imports  from 
New  South  Wales ;  so  that,  while  our  imports 
from  Australia  were  nearly  £1,000,000,  we  ob- 
tained from  the  Mother- colony  more  than  our 
total  imports  from  Victoria,  South  Australia, 
Queensland,  Western  Australia,  and  Tasmania 
taken  together.  If  I  were  asked  the  reason  for 
that,  I  would  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
it  is  due  to  the  free- trade  policy  of  New  South 
Wales ;  and  tbe  point  I  wish  to  make  is  that 
if  New  South  Wales  enters  the  Federation — 
as,  indeed,  she  is  certain  to  ultimately — one  of 
the  conditions  of  that  union  will  be  the  imposi- 
tion of  Federal  import  duties,  and  the  conse- 
quent loss  to  New  Zealand  of  the  benefits  of 
free-trade  with  that  colony.  This  disadvantage 
will,  no  doubt,  be  in  proportion  to  the  ad- 
vantages we  have  so  far  enjoyed.  Lest  honour- 
Able  members  may  be  inclined  to  doubt  what  I 
have  said,  I  propose  making  a  comparison 
between  the  development  of  trade  with  Vic- 
toria and  New  South  Wales,  which  will  go  to 
show  the  benefits  the  policy  of  New  South 
Wales  has  given  us.  Wnile  the  imports  from 
New  South  Wales  increased  in  value  from 
£428,263  in  1888  to  £547,424  in  1897,  our  im- 
ports from  Victoria  have  fallen  during  the 
same  period  from  £705,681  to  £299,619.  In 
like  manner  our  exports  to  New  South 
Wales  have  gone  up  in  value  during  the 
same  period  from  £686,820  to  £735,850, 
while  the  value  of  our  exports  to  Victoria 
have  fallen  from  £704,420  to  £887.782. 
These  figures  show  incontestably  the  great 
advantage  this  colony  has  derived  from  the 
fiscal  policy  of  New  South  Wales,  and  I  submit 
that  tnis  colony  has  committed  a  grave  error 
in  ignoring  the  great  movement  to  federate  the 
colonies,  seeing  that  the  carrying  into  effect  of 
that  syetem  means  another  tariff  against  us. 
Tariffs  do  not  alter  the  fact  that  we  wee  at  heart 
one  people,  and  we  would  be  wise  to  harmonize 
our  policy  with  our  professions.  I  have  gone 
through  the  records  to  obtain  a  little  informa- 
tion on  the  question  of  preferential  duties  with 
Britain,  and  I  ask  honourable  members  to  bear 
with  me  while  I  quote  a  few  more  figures.  It 
has  been  mentioned  already  that  we  import  a 
-considerable  number  of  articles  free  of  duty, 
Mr  O'lUgan 


and  I  propose  first  of  all  to  give  the  figoref 
respectmg  that.  The  total  vidue  of  the  im- 
ports to  New  Zealand  in  1897  was  £7,994,201, 
of  which  the  dutiable  imports  amounted  to 
£4,772,287,  and  those  free  of  duty  to  £2,263,092, 
so  that  after  all  the  free  goods  are  considerably 
less  than  a  third  of  the  value  of  our  total  im- 
ports. Of  the  total  value  of  our  imports  in 
1897  those  from  the  United  Kingdom  were 
valued  at  £5,836,843,  and  we  imported  during 
the  same  year  from  the  other  portions  of  the 
Empire  goods  to  the  value  of  £1,658,965,  thus 
making  the  value  of  our  total  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Bhtisn  possessions 
£6,995,808,  which  leaves  our  imports  from 
foreign  countries,  including,  of  course,  America 
— which  few  Britishers  would  now  care  to  re- 
gard as  a  foreign  country — at  only  £998,398. 
The  percentages  of  dutiable  and  free  goods  im- 
ported from  the  United  Kingdom  were  68*04  and 
31-96,  and  tbe  percentages  of  dutiable  and  free 
goods  imported  from  the  remaining  countries 
of  the  Empire  were  58*63  and  41-37  respectively, 
while  the  resp«ctive  percentages  on  goods  from 
foreign  countries  were  66*40  dutiable  and  38*60 
free.  So  that  in  the  matter  of  duties  we  treat 
the  United  Kingdom,  roughly  speaking,  10 
per  cent,  worse  than  we  treat  the  other  British 
possessions,  and  2  per  cent,  worse  than  we  do 
foreign  countries,  yet  our  imports  in  1897  from 
the  United  Kingdom  exceeded  by  more  than 
three  times  the  value  of  our  imports  from  all 
the  rest  of  the  Empire  taken  together,  and 
were  more  than  seven  times  greater  than  the 
imports  from  foreign  countries.  One  of  the 
facts  to  be  deducted  from  the  foregoing  figures 
is  that,  even  with  the  concession  of  5  per  cent, 
to  the  Mother-country,  she  will  still  be  5  per 
cent,  behind  the  rest  of  the  Empire,  and  only 
3  per  cent,  ahead  of  foreign  countries.  I  wish  to 
point  out,  further,  that  less  than  one-seventh  of 
our  trade  is  beyond  the  Empire,  so  that  a  policy 
of  all-round  free-trade  would  practically  mean 
little  more  than  inter-Empire  free-trade.  Not- 
withstanding the  popular  bogey  of  **  cheap 
foreign  labour,"  nearly  all  our  trade  is  within 
the  Empire  of  which  we  are  a  part,  and  I  fail 
to  see  wny  Britain  should  get  preference  over 
other  portions  of  the  Empire.  Surely  it  is  only 
in  accord  with  sound  Imperial  policy  to  treat 
the  whole  of  the  Empire  on  the  same  footing. 
Although  the  Budget  proposes  only  a  small 
instalment  of  free-trade  I  shall  support  it, 
and  hope  for  the  time  when  the  great  and 
good  principle  of  free-trade  will  he  carried 
into  full  effect.  Sir,  one  of  the  strongest 
objections  I  have  always  had  to  our  present 
system  of  representation  and  election  is  the 
difficulty  in  bringing  before  the  people  a  direct 
issue.  Now,  these  heavy  duties  that  we  have 
borne  for  vears  in  this  country  never  have  been 

E laced  fairly  before  the  people.  No  election 
as  ever  been  fought  on  the  issue  of  free-trade 
or  protection.  Side-issues  have  misled  the 
people,  and  the  duties  have  been  added  to  from 
time  to  time  ostensibly  for  protection,  but 
really  for  revenue  purposes.  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son once  appealed  to  tbe  House  to  impose  duties 
for  revenue.    In  his  Budget  in  1888  ha  said,— 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]        Financial  Statement.       [HOUSB.]  Finanoial  Statement. 


735 


**  I  will  ftsk  honourable  members — both  Free* 
traders  and  Protectioniste— in  approaching;  oon- 
sideration  of  the  question  of  the  particular 
duties  proposed,  to  keep  very  prominently 
before  their  minds  the  one  inexorable  condition 
of  the  problem— the  necessity  we  are  under  of 
raising  a  large  revenue  by  many  of  these 
duties.'* 

Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  more  than  usually 
candid.  But,  Sir,  I  repeat  that  the  people  have 
never  yet  been  consulted  on  this  matter.  This 
question  has  never  been  a  test  question  at  a 
general  election,  nor  has  any  one  endeavoured 
to  make  it  one.  And  under  our  present  system 
of  election  it  is  impossible  to  place  a  distinct 
isBue  before  the  people,  because  personal  and 
other  considerations  will  always  creep  in  at 
every  election.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  have 
always  been  a  consistent  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  referendum.  There  are  some  who 
object  to  the  referendum  because  it  is  an  inno- 
vation in  British  politics ;  they  think  that  we 
are  trying  to  engraft  something  foreign  on  our 
Constitution.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  referen- 
dum .has  **come  to  stay."  Only  recently 
the  great  question  of  the  federation  of  the 
Australian  Colonies  was  submitted  to  the 
direct  vote  of  the  people  of  Australia,  and  the 
result  was  so  far  satisfactory  as  to  evoke 
expressions  of  approval  from  all  shades  of 
political  opinion.  I  am  pleased  that  the  Qo- 
vemmenc  have  made  the  Referendum  Bill  a 
poUcy  measure  in  this  country,  and  I  hope  that 
they  will  give  an  earnest  of  their  sincerity  by 
giving  the  House  an  opportunity  this  session  of 
dividing  upon  the  Bill.  By  so  doing  they  will 
be  consulting  the  wishes  of  the  large  majority 
of  the  House.  Until  we  have  some  such  insti- 
tution for  direct  reference  to  the  people  in  this 
country  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain their  will  on  any  definite  issue,  and  I  am 
confident  that  if  the  tariff  issue  were  placed 
before  them  they  would  decide  in  the  right 
direction.  Sir,  although  I  am  supporting 
this  proposal  to  reduce  the  duties  on  British 
goods,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  would  not  do  so 
if  I  thought  it  was  a  step  in  the  direction 
of  realising  Mr.  Chamberlain's  long-cherished 
scheme  of  an  Imperial  zoUverein.  In  this 
year's  issue  of  the  Financial  Reform  Almanac, 
the  ofiicial  organ  of  the  Free-trade  party  in 
Great  Britain,  I  find  it  stated  that  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  durina  the  recent  visit  of  the 
Premiers  to  England,  did  his  best  to  induce 
them  to  hgree  with  him  as  to  the  proposal  for 
an  Imperial  commercial  league.  I  am  pleased 
to  notice  that  the  scheme  was  strenuously 
opposed  by  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier,  the  Premier  of 
Csjiada,  and  by  Mr.  Reid,  the  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales.  Not  only  is  there  a  strong 
section  of  the  Conservative  party  in  the  Old 
Country  opposed  to  such  a  proposal,  but  it 
meets  the  united  opposition  of  the  Liberal 
party.  It  cannot  be  contended  the  granting 
of  trade  preference  to  Britain  implies  the 
acceptance  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  scheme,  seeing 
that  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier,  who  was  the  first  to 
move  in  this  direction,  did  not  scruple  to  oppose 
Ihe  proposal  of  the  present  Secretary  of  State 


for  the  Colonies.  The  wonderful  growth  of  the 
British  Bmpire  is  undoubtedly  due  chiefly  to* 
the  free-trade  policy  of  the  Mother-country,, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  her 
colonies  have  not  even  attempted  to  emulate^ 
her  wisdom.  Naturally  the  development  of  a^ 
great  Empire  like  ours  must  cause  jealousy  on 
the  part  of  other  nations  and  empires,  and- 
most  assuredly  the  jealousy  which  does  exist 
would  be  accentuated  incalculably  to  the  great 
danger  of  the  Empire  if  anything  like  an  Im- 
perial commercial  league  were  attempted.  By 
treating  all  nations  alike  in  the  matter  of  trade 
Britain  has  softened  the  asperities  of  national 
pride.  At  the  centenary  last  year  of  the  Man- 
chester Chamber  of  Commerce,  Lord  Rosebery^ 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  ornaments  of  the 
Liberal  party  in  the  Old  Country,  took  occasion, 
to  speak  very  clearly  on  this  important  subject. 
He  said, — 

**  But  there  is  one  fact  of  free-trade  which 
may  seem  strange  and  paradoxical  to  you,  and 
on  which  I,  for  my  part,  lay  the  very  greatest 
stress.  I  believe  that  one  of  the  most  import^ 
ant  facts  of  free- trade  has  been  the  mainten- 
ance and  consolidation  of  the  British  Empire. 
(Cheers.)  I  dare  say  that  this  may  seem  strange 
and  paradoxical  to  those  who  have  been  brought 
up  in  the  belief,  which  is  commonly  associated 
with  Cobden,  that  what  was  called  the  Man- 
chester School  was  hostile  to  the  existence  of 
the  Empire ;  but  Mr.  Cobden's  own  testimony 
on  this  point  is  simple  and  direct  enough.  He 
says,  *  People  tell  me  I  want  to  abandon  our 
colonies ;  but  I  say.  Do  you  intend  to  bold  your 
colonies  by  the  sword,  by  arms,  and  by  ships  of 
war  ?  That  is  not  a  permanent  hold  on  them. 
I  want  to  hold  them  by  their  afiections.'  I 
think  that  in  that  definition  you  must  make 
the  word  *  interests'  to  include  'affections.^ 
(Cheers.)  National  affections  which  are  not 
based  on  national  interests  are  apt  to  be  a 
sickly  and  sterile  plant.  If  you  will  allow  mo 
that  amplification,  and  allow  that  the  words- 
'  national  affections '  shall  include  for  this  pur- 
pose *  national  interests,'  you  have  a  true  and 
complete  definition  of  the  best  foundations  of 
the  British  Empire.  (Cheers.)  Under  that 
policy,  at  any  rate,  the  road  to  Empire  has^ 
marched  with  seven -leagued  boots,  until  with 
this  year  of  grace  we  have  been  privileged  to 
witness  a  moving  panorama  of  Empire." 

And,  in  conclusion,  he  said, — 

**  I  believe  that  anything  in  the  direction 
of  an  Imperial  commercial  league  would 
weaken  this  Empire  internally,  and  excite  the 
permanent  hostility  of  the  whole  world.  .  .  . 
Remember  that  in  these  latter  days  every 
swamp,  every  desert,  is  the  object  of  eager 
competition,  and  what,  in  that  state  of  cir- 
cumstances, would  have  been  the  feeling 
created  by  the  development  of  a  new  Empire* 
if,  under  these  new  commercial  conditions — 
and  they  would  have  been  new,  not  like  those- 
of  Russia,  local,  though  vast  and  world-wide — 
a  Customs  union  had  been  established,  a  chal- 
lenge to  every  nation,  and  a  distinct  defiance  to* 
the  world  ?  (Hear,  hear.)  On  the  other  hand,, 
what  is  the  state  of  circumstances  as  we  hava> 
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them  now?  Our  Empire  has  peaoe»  it  makes 
for  peace,  it  means  peace,  it  aims  at  peace. 
^(Cheers.)  The  motto  of  our  Empire  is  that  old 
one  of  the  Volunteers,  "  Defence,  not  defiance.*' 
A  scattered  Empire  like  ours,  founded  on  com- 
merce, and  cemented  by  commerce,  an  Empire 
also  well  defended  so  as  not  to  invite  wanton 
Aggression,  can  and  will  make  for  nothing  but 
peace.  (Cheers.^  That  is  a  fact  that  all  na- 
tions know  in  tneir  hearts.  It  is  a  fact  that 
no  wise  statesman  can  hope  to  disregard.  But 
an  Empire  spread  all  over  the  world  with  a 
uniform  barrier  of  a  Customs  union  nresented 
everywhere  in  the  face  of  every  traveller  would 
be,  I  will  not  say  an  Empire  of  war,  but  a 
perpetual  menace,  a  perpetual  incentive  and 
irritation  to  war.    (Cheers.)" 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  sentiment  expressed  by  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Liberal  party  in  Britain — 
sentiments  with  which  I  ooraially  agree.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  will,  no  doubt,  welcome  preferen- 
tial trade  treatment  as  a  step  towards  the 
adoption  of  the  system  he  advocates.  But  such 
a  policy  need  not  imply  any  interference  with 
the  system  which  has  done  so  much  for  the 
Empire.  Let  us  hope  that  the  proposals  in  the 
Budget  may  be  the  first  instalment  of  a  good 
principle,  the  extension  of  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  greatly  benefiting  the  people  of  this 
country.  I  wish  now.  Sir,  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  question  of  local  government,  con- 
cerning which  I  do  not  think  it  possible  to 
legislate  this  session.  Since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  we  have  had  two  confer- 
ences  of  local  bodies,  both  of  which  I  attended. 
The  representations  of  these  conferences  in 
connection  with  the  reform  of  local  govern- 
ment does  not  appear  to  have  had  much  effect 
upon  Parliament  or  on  the  Government,  and  I 
think  the  reason  for  that  is  not  far  to  seek. 
The  members  of  local  bodies  are  elected  on  too 
narrow  a  franchise  to  represent  the  public 
opinion  of  the  country.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
Counties  Conference,  sitting  in  solemn  conclave 
a  few  days  ago,  actually  declared  in  favour  of 
the  antiquated  franchise  by  which  our  local 
bodies  are  now  elected.  I  agree  with  the  Pre- 
mier that  the  question  of  local  government 
is  of  such  importance  that  Parliament  should 
be  summoned  speciallv  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  it.  But  before  doing  so — before 
extending  local  government  one  iota  —  the 
franchise  must  be  liberalised.  I  think  we 
are  on  the  eve  of  seeing  the  end  of  the  obsolete 
municipal  franchise ;  but  the  extension  of  the 
county  franchise  is  of  equal  importance.  The 
gentlemen  who  assemble  in  Wellington  from 
time  to  time  at  these  conferences  are  mostly 
men  of  antiquated  ideas.  Before  they  can  be 
a  really  useful  body  they  must  represent  the 
people,  and  not  noerely  a  fraction  of  them. 
We  still  hear  a  great  deal  about  *'  the  rights  of 
property  " ;  I  am  one  of  those  who  contend — 
and  I  say  it  with  due  deliberation— that  pro- 
perty has  no  rights.  Property  can  no  more  have 
rights  than  can  any  other  inanimate  thing.  In- 
dividuals have  rights,  however,  and  one  of  these 
is  the  right  to  accumulate  and  to  own  property 
— a  right  we  are  bound  to  respect;  but  to  say 
Mr,  0*Began 


that  because  a  man  happens  to  be  a  wealthy 
land-holder,  or  to  be  otherwise  the  possessor  of 
a  **  long  purse,"  he  should  have  five,  or  in  some 
cases  fort^-five,  votes,  as  is  not  infrequently 
the  case  in  this  colony,  is  preposterous,  and 
utterly  out  of  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  a  people 
who  elect  their  Parliament  by  universiJ  suf- 
frage. The  abolition  of  plural  voting  must  be 
a  condition  of  any  scheme  of  local  government. 
Sir,  if  there  are  no  proposals  in  the  Budget 
calculated  to  arouse  enthusiasm  in  the  coun- 
try, there  is,  at  any  rate,  the  compensating 
advantage  that  nothing  wildly  extravagant  is 
foreshadowed.  The  policy  which  is  necessKy, 
in  my  opinion,  to  make  this  country  what  it 
ought  to  be,  appears  not  yet  to  be  acceptable  to 
popular  opinion,  but  there  is  satisfaction  in  the 
reneotion  that  in  a  country  like  ours,  where 
Parliament  is  what  the  people  make  it,  the 
popular  will  can  be  the  only  impediment  to  the 
achievement  of  great  ideals.  That  the  people 
may  soon  invest  their  Parliament  with  a  man> 
date  to  carry  into  effect  more  lasting  political 
and  social  reforms  is,  I  believe,  the  hope  of 
every  well-wisher  of  this  country. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  (Auckland  City).— It  is  not 
my  intention  to  occupy  the  time  of  honour- 
able members  for  long  at  this  hour  of  the  night, 
still  there  are  some  suhjects  that  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  upon.  The  Financial 
Statement  as  brought  down  by  the  Premier 
seems  to  me  to  have  given  general  satisfaction 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other.  It 
has  been  fairly  and  very  favourably  criticised, 
and  only  on  one  or  two  occasions  have  I  seen 
any  adverse  criticism.  There  has  been  a  great 
amount  of  talk  over  the  surplus,  and  attempts 
have  been  made  to  prove  it  a  fictitious  one,  and 
no  surplus  at  all.'  This  to  mv  mind  is  not  cor- 
rect. I  believe  the  surplus  shown  by  the  Pre- 
mier is  a  true  and  genuine  surplus  derived  from 
the  increased  revenue  of  the  colony,  and  I  am 
sure  it  must  be  gratifying  to  the  Premier  to 
hear  from  honourable  members  on  the  Opposi- 
tion benches  that  the  Government  have  a 
substantial  surplus  and  a  strong  finance.  Of 
course,  figures  can  be  turned  about  and  manipu- 
lated in  all  ways  to  prove  what  any  one  likes  to 
make  them.  I  saw  in  a  paper  the  other  day 
that  the  surplus  was  wiped  out  and  a  great 
deficit  shown.  Then,  again,  we  saw  in  a  paper 
from  an  ex-member  of  this  House  that  this 
surplus  is  made  up  from  the  amount  of  receipts 
over  expenditure  for  some  ten  years  back,  and 
he  brought  out  his  figures  to  show  the  same 
surplus  as  the  Budget,  which  would  almost 
make  one  believe  that  is  the  way  this  surplus 
is  made  up.  But  that  honourable  gentleman 
had  forgotten  one  small  item,  and  that  is  this : 
During  that  time  upwards  of  £1,830,000  had 
been  paid  into  the  Public  Works  Fund.  He  has 
not  shown  where  that  came  from,  or  he  was  not 
aware  of  it ;  it  certainly  came  from  revenue. 
We  have  been  told  the  surpluses  are  got  by 
underestimating  the  revenue  and  overesti- 
mating the  expenditure.  I  do  not  think  that 
is  so  ;  I  am  of  opinion  it  is  owing  tb  the  buoy- 
ancy of  our  finance  and  to  the  unprecedented 
progress  of  our  colony  during  the  past  few 
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-years.  In  regard  to  nnderestimating,  I  think  { 
it  is  far  better  Co  err  on  the  safe  side  and  under- 
>e8timate  the  revenue  a  little  than  to  overesti- 
mate it,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year, 
have  to  back  down  and  show  a  deficit.  Not- 
withstanding all  the  attempts  that  have  been 
miade  to  prove  the  sarplas  a  fiotitioas  one,  we 
•cannot  go  past  the  facts  and  figures  shown  in 
the  Statement.  The  actuid  receipts  for  the  year 
ending  the  31st  March  were  £5,079,230,  and 
the  expenditure  £4,912,372,  and  the  aocual 
profit  on  the  year's  transactions  £166,858,  to 
which  must  be  added  the  balance  from  last 
year— £854,286— making  a  surplus  in  hand  of 
£521,444.  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  get  beyond 
this.  Now,  to  what  are  we  to  attribute  the 
increase  in  our  finance  to  such  an  extent.  I 
•can  only  follow  the  same  words  used  by  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier  in  the  Statement : 
That  it  is  owing  to  the  continued  pro- 
sperity of  the  colony,  the  steady  settlement 
ot  the  land,  and  the  improved  condition  of 
the  workers  giving  a  large  and  increased 
spen ding-power  to  the  people.  The  increase 
in  Gastoms  revenue  for  the  past  year  has  been 
£116,251.  Honourable  members  on  the  Oppo- 
sition benches  have  endeavoured  to  show  this 
large  increase  is  due  to  the  alteration  in  the 
tariff  in  1895.  To  my  mind  this  is  not  so;  I  be- 
lieve it  is  due  to  the  large  increase  in  our  imports. 
1 2  Q  I  find  that  in  the  last  two  years  the 
'  imports  have  increased  by  £1,655,094. 
To  this,  then,  must  be  attributed  the  very  large 
increase  in  the  Customs  revenue.  It  is  not 
my  intention.  Sir,  to  say  anything  upon  the 
table  shown  on  page  ii.  of  the  Statement.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  the  past 
should  be  left  alone  as  much  as  possible,  and 
we  should  fix  our  attention  on  the  present  and 
the  future.  Regarding  the  lands,  I  do  not  pro- 
fess to  be  an  agriculturist;  therefore  I  do  not 
take' so  much  interest  in  the  land  question  as 
those  honourable  gentlemen  who  are  connected 
with  agricultural  interests. '  Still,  from  the 
reports  published  by  the  Lands  Department  we 
find  that  steady  progress  is  being  made  in  the 
settlement  of  the  lands  of  the  colony.  There 
certainly  has  been  a  falling-off  during  the  past 
vear  in  the  number  of  selectors  and  purchasers, 
but  that  is  owing,  I  believe,  to  the  want  of  suit- 
able lands  for  selection,  and  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  altered  condition  in  which  the  Minister 
of  Lands  finds  himself  placed  through  want  of 
suitable  lands  for  settlement.  We  are  told 
that  the  settlement  of  the  North  Island  has 
been  phenomenal.  I  hope  the  Minister  of 
Lands  will  encourage  this  by  opening  up  the 
lands  in  the  North  Island  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  so  that  steady  settlement  can 
•continue.    Now,  Sir,  turning  to  our  railwiBiys, 

1  certainly  must  congratulate  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  for  Railways  on  his  successful  adminis- 
tration of  this  branch  of  the  public  service. 
We  find  the  increase  in  the  revenue  for  the 
past  year  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  re- 
venue for  1897-98  is  £1,376,008,  giving  an  in- 
crease for  the  year  of  £89,850.  That,  added 
to  the  increase  of  last  year  of  £103,117,  gives 
for  the  two  years  a  total  increase  of  £192,967. 

2  am  sure  this  should  be  regarded  as  very 


satisfactory  to  those  who  talk  against  the  pre- 
sent Administration— and  this  beyond  the  in- 
creased trade  services  that  have  been  provided, 
and  the  large  concessions  that  have  been  made 
in  freight  to  the  benefit  of  small  settlers  and 
farmers.  Then,  Sir,  it  has  been  persistently 
stated  that  the  Qovernment  have  starved  our 
railways  with  the  object  of  showing  an  increase 
in  the  revenue.  But  the  increased  expenditure 
does  not  bear  out  that  statement.  We  find  an 
increase  m  expenditure  of  £68,137,  showing  an 
increase  during  the  past  four  years  on  the  main- 
tenance of  £22  per  mile.  Surely  this  should  be 
sufficient  proof  to  those  who  make  these  state- 
ments that  our  railways  are  not  being  starved. 
Now,  the  question  is,  What  has  brought  about 
this  enormous  increase  in  our  receipts?  It  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  what  I  have  stated 
before— increased  prosperity  in  the  colony.  I 
will  now  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  increase 
for  the  past  seven  yesurs  as  compared  with  the 
previous  seven  years  in  connection  with  our 
railways.  We  find  during  the  last  seven  years, 
1891-92  to  1897-98,  the  increase  in  revenue 
has  amounted  to  £260,376;  and  in  the  pre- 
vious seven  years  it  was  £72,985.  The  tonnage 
during  the  last  seven  years  increased  by 
441,576  tons,  and  during  the  previous  seven 
years  by  386,155  tons.  Parcels,  horae^i,  and 
dogs,  during  the  past  seven  years,  were  183,782, 
and,  during  the  previous  seven  years,  65,649. 
Cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs,  during  the  past  seven 
years,  were  1,290,813,  and,  during  the  previous 
seven  years,  618,836.  Now,  take  the  passenger 
traffic,  which  seems  to  me  to  have  enormously 
increased.  During  the  past  seven  years  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  passengers  was 
1,115,500,  whereas  during  the  previous  seven 
years  it  was  200,743 ;  and  then  my  last  item, 
season  tickets,  these  increstsed  during  tlie  past 
seven  years  by  82,319,  and  the  increase  during 
the  previous  seven  years  was  only  4,882.  I 
think  this  shows  very  satisfactory  progrese. 
During  the  present  year  it  is  proposed  to  fur- 
ther increase  the  train-services,  and  also  to 
consider  further  concessions  to  give  relief  to 
small  settlers.  I  also  notice  that  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  for  Railways  has  at  last  decided  to  in- 
crease the  wages  of  that  large  army  uf  plate- 
layers, porters,  and  labourers.  I  am  sure  that 
honourable  members  will  not  object  to  this, 
seeing  that  wages  are  being  increased  all  over 
the  colony ;  and  we  may  rest  assured  that  the 
recipients  of  the  extra  6d.  per  day  will  not- 
object.  While  speaking  on  the  railways,  I  am 
sure  I  shall  be  pardoned  if  I  refer  to  what  is 
at  the  present  time  agitating  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  Auckland.  I  allude  to  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Railway.  Speaking  on 
this  subject,  my  honourable  friend  opposite 
(Mr.  Bollard)  made  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  the  Auckland  members  have  no  pluck 
or  they  would  turn  the  present  Government 
out  if  they  did  not  complete  this  railway. 
Well,  Sir,  I  may  tell  my  honourable  friend  that 
if  he  would  give  me  a  guarantee  that  the  in- 
coming Government  would  do  that  I  might 
consider  the  matter;  but,  in  the  meantime,  I 
think  it  was  Sir  John  Falstaff,  in  Shake- 
speure,  who  said,  "Better  the  de*il  we  know 
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than  the  de'il  we  do  nofe  know."  Therefore  I 
think  I  will  stick  to  the  present  Government. 
Now,  Sir,  the  Minister  for  Publio  Works,  in 
reply  to  a  question  put  by  me  a  little  time  ago 
about  this  Main  Trunk  railway,  prefaced  his 
remarks  by  saying  he  felt  hurt  at  my  asking 
such  a  question  when  £45,000  had  been  spent 
on  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  last 
year.  Well,  Sir,  I  hope  I  shall  not  hurt  his 
feelings  further.  But  I  must  tell  him  plain 
and  straight  that  the  people  of  Auckland  are 
noc  satisfied,  neither  am  I  satisfied,  with  the 
reply  he  gave  to  that  question,  because  he  did 
not  tell  UH  how  it  was  spent.  It  is  quite  true 
that  the  amount  spent  on  the  Nortn  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway  last  year  was  £45,384, 
but  I  find  that  £40,646  was  spent  on  the 
southern  end  of  the  line,  while  only  £4,788 
was  spent  on  the  Auckland  end,  and  if  he 
thinks  the  people  of  Auckland  are  goirg  to  be 
satisfied  with  that  he  is  mistaken.  We  shall 
have  to  be  satisfied  with  what  has  already 
been  done,  but  they  will  not  be  satisfied  with 
such  expenditure  in  the  future.  I  might  also 
state  that  during  the  year  1897  £45,000  was 
spent,  and  out  of  that  sum  £37,000  was  spent  on 
the^Bouth  end  of  the  line,  and  only  £8,000  on 
the  north  end.  In  two  years  £77,000  was  spent 
on  the  southern  end  and  only  £12,738  on  the 
north  end.  Now,  I  would  ask  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  for  Publio  Works,  does  he  think  that 
is  right  or  honest  to  the  people  of  Auckland  ? 
If  he  does,  I  do  not.  The  Auckland  people 
consider  it  a  gross  injustice  that  this  work 
is  not  being  carried  on  more  vigorously.  He 
also  tells  us  that  the  completion  of  the 
trunk  lines  is  opening  up  a  large  question,  as 
there  are  other  lines  which  are  entitled  to  and 
should  receive  equal  consideration.  I  beg  to 
difier  from  him  there  again.  To  my  mind, 
there  are  only  two  other  lines  deserving  any- 
thing like  the  same  consideration.  I  allude  to 
the  Helensville  line  northwards,  and,  I  believe, 
the  main  trunk  line  from  Picton  to  Canterbury 
via  the  East  Coast;  and  I  consider  that  the 
North  Island  Trunk  line  stands  before  any  of 
the  others,  and  for  many  reasons.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  it  was  laid  down  as  one  of  the 
trunk  lines  to  be  made  under   the    original 

Subllc-works  scheme,  but  was  delayed  owing  to 
ifiiculties  with  the  Native  lands.  The  Hon. 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  knows  well  that 
a  million  loan  was  raised  and  ear-marked  for 
the  North  Island  Trunk  line.  And  what  has 
become  of  it  ?  I  will  tell  the  House  what  has 
become  of  it :  £584,650  was  spent  in  railway 
oonstruction  and  surveys;  but  it  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  the  money  was  spent  on 
the  North  Island  Trunk  line.  About  an  equal 
portion  of  it  was  spent  in  Wellington  and 
Auckland.  Then,  there  ws.s  £161,156  spent  on 
roads  and  other  public  works ;  and  £219,987 
was  spent  on  the  purchase  of  Native  lands.  I 
may  tell  you  that  of  the  last  two  items  the 
principal  portion  of  the  money  was  spent  in 
Wellington.  But  still  there  is  a  discrepancy  of 
a  sum  of  £34,207.  This  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  went  in  snagging  the  Wanganui  River. 
Now,  Sir,  there  are  many  special  claims  for 
this  North  Island  Main  Tnmk  Railway  being 
Mr.  Holland 


completed,  and  there  are  many  good  and  sub- 
stantial reasons  why  it  should  be  taken  In  hand 
as  early  as  possible.  One  reason  is  that  it 
would  very  muoh  increase  the  revenue  of 
the  present  line,  which  stops  nowhere.  At 
present  the  revenue  derived  from  this  line- 
would  increase  as  it  was  continued  on,  and. 
it  would  pay  a  larger  rate  of  interest  on  the 
outlay  than  any  line  in  the  colony.  Then, 
again,  the  (jk)vemment  have  got  large  areas  of 
land  in  that  locality  which  could  be  opened  up^ 
for  close  settlement.  And  we  know  there  are 
many  selectors  now  waiting  opportunities  to 
take  up  good  land  wherever  they  can  get  ii» 
and,  as  I  have  already  stated,  the  settlement 
in  the  central  portion  of  the  North  Isliuid  has- 
been  phenomenal  during  the  past  year,  and  I 
think  would  be  even  more  so  if  this  railway 
were  continued  right  through.  Then,  again,, 
if  this  line  were  completed  there  is  no  donbt 
it  would  add  very  greatly  to  the  prosperity  of 
Auckland,  and  naturally,  therefore,  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  whole  colony.  Then,  we  have 
another  special  claim  which  I  would  like  to- 
point  out,  and  it  is  a  very  special  one  too. 
When  you  compare  the  increase  in  the 
revenue  paid  by  the  North  Island  with 
that  paid  by  the  South  Island,  and  Auckland 
in  particular,  it  furnishes  a  sufi^cient  reason 
why  the  Government  should  take  this  matter 
into  their  earnest  consideration.  During  the 
past  six  years  the  North  Island  has  paid  in 
Customs  revenue  alone  £1,091,610  more  than 
the  South  Island.  Now,  let  us  compare  Auck- 
land with  the  other  centres.  Last  year  Anck- 
land  paid  £61,271  more  than  Wellington^ 
£105,837  more  than  Dunedin,  and  £214,660 
more  than  Christchurch  in  Customs  revenue 
alone.  Taking  the  six  years  I  have  mentioned 
before,  we  find  that  Auckland  has  paid  £220,18^ 
more  than  Wellington,  £269,536  more  than 
Dunedin,  and  £856,772  more  than  Christchurch 
in  Customs  revenue.  I  think  that  is  a  sofii- 
cient  reason  in  itself  why  the  Government 
should  take  up  this  matter.  Then,  again,  there 
is  the  population.  The  last  census  shows  that 
the  population  increased  in  the  North  Island 
51,176,  against  20,979  in  the  South  Island,  far 
more  than  double  the  increase  of  the  South 
Island.  Then,  there  is  another  reason  I  main- 
tain why  this  railway  should  be  completed. 
We  find  that  upwards  of  nine  millions  and  a 
quarter  out  of  about  sixteen  millions  have 
been  spent  on  South  Island  railways,  while 
only  six  millions  and  three-quarters  have  been 
spent  in  the  North  Island.  I  should  like  to 
know  why  that  is  so,  and  why  the  North 
Island  should  pay  such  large  revenue  to  the 
colony  to  help  to  pay  interest  on  the  money 
that  has  been  spent  in  the  South  Island.  I 
say  that  we  are  entitled  to  have  two  millions 
and  a  half  spent  in  the  North  Island  before  any- 
thing at  all  is  done  in  the  South  Island  with 
regard  to  railways.  To  my  mind  it  is  % 
monstrous  thing  that  Auckland,  the  most 
prosperous  and  important  city  in  the  colony^ 
should  be  left  so  isolated  as  it  is.  We  also  find 
that  at  the  present  time  an  agitation  is  on  foot 
to  get  better  oommunication  between  Welling- 
ton and  Lyttelton.   The  matter  is  now  aotoallj 
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before  ft  Gommiltee.  It  is  only  a  journey  of  twelve 
boars  between  tbe  two  places,  whiob  is  also  tbe 
time  occupied  in  travelling  between  Onebunga 
and  New  Plymoutb,  and  if  anytbing  is  done 
in  tbat  respect  we  shall  certainly  look  to  the 
Government  also  to  give  us  a  better  class  of 
steamers  between  Onebunga  and  New  Ply- 
mouth. I  notice  in  tbe  Statement  that  the 
Bigbt  Hon.  tbe  Premier  tells  us  that  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  raise  a  further  sum  of  half 
a  million  in  aid  of  public  works.  When  I  saw 
thati  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  tbe  Govern- 
ment had  seen  tbe  error  of  their  ways,  and 
that  they  were  going  to  borrow  this  amount  to 
enable  them  to  pay  back  the  £450,000  tbat  was 
taken  from  the  million  loan  raised  for  the 
North  Island  line,  so  that  that  line  might  be 
proceeded  with  at  once.  I  am  .very  pleased 
to  see  that  the  people  of  Aucklemd  are  now 
moving  in  the  matter,  and  taking  active  steps 
to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Government 
to  push  on  this  work.  I  trust,  therefore,  tbe 
Gpvemment  will  bring  down  a  scheme  tbat  will 
enable  them  to  complete  this  trunk  line,  so 
that  Auckland  may  get  justice.  Begarding 
the  co-operative  works,  I  wish  only  to  say 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki 
stated  tbat  tbe  work  done  under  this  sys- 
tem was  costing  a  great  deal  more  than  if 
done  by  contract.  I  do  not  think  so.  At 
any  rate,  it  is  certainly  not  so  as  far  as  re- 
gards railway  formation  and  road- works.  These 
works  provide  employment  for  a  number  of 
men  who  could  not  otherwise  get  work,  and 
for  that  reason  I  approve  of  the  system  being 
carried  on ;  but  when  we  come  to  skilled  labour 
I  can  tell  tbe  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  tbat 
it  will  cost  a  good  deal  more  than  if  done  by 
contract.  Some  remarks  have  also  been  made 
about  the  prosperity  of  the  people,  and  the  Post- 
Offioe  Savings-Bank  returns  have  been  quoted. 
I  believe  that  those  returns  give  a  good  idea 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  people  of  the  colony, 
and  I  do  not  at  ail  agree  with  tbe  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dubbie)  and 
tbe  honourable  member  for  Taranaki  (Mr. 
Brown),  both  of  whom  stated  tbat  tbe  deposits 
in  tbe  Savings-Bank  were  no  indication  of  tbe 
prosperity  of  the  people. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Not  necessarily. 

Mr.  HOLLAND.— I  beg  to  differ  from  the 
honourable  gentleman.  I  bold  an  entirely 
opposite  opinion.  I  think  the  increase  of 
deposits  over  withdrawals  is  a  very  good  in- 
dication. The  deposits  last  year,  including 
private  savings  -  banks,  exceeded  tbe  with- 
drawals by  upwards  of  £300,000.  I  think  tbat 
is  a  very  good  indication  of  tbe  prosperity  of 
the  people  during  the  past  year,  when  they 
can  place  in  tbe  savings-banks  of  this  colony 
upwards  of  £800,000  over  and  above  tbe  with- 
drawals. Then,  tbe  amount  to  the  credit  of 
the  people  of  the  colony,  including  tbe  private 
savings-banks,  is  upwards  of  five  millions  and 
a  half.  Surely  this  sbows  the  prosperity  of 
oar  workers.  The  increase  during  the  past 
lew  years  has  been  enormous,  and  tbat,   to 


my  mind,  sbows  that  the  workers  of  the 
colony  are  in  a  far  better  condition  than 
they  were  a  few  years  ago.  Now,  I  attribute 
this  in  a  great  measure  to  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment. The  honourable  member  for  Taranaki, 
Mr.  Brown,  does  not  believe  tbat  such  large 
sums  of  money  can  be  kept  locked  up  in  the 
savings-banks,  and  he  compares  the  amount 
in  the  Savings-Bank  with  the  amount  spent 
in  agricultural  industries.  I  do  not  know 
whether  tbe  honourable  gentleman  expects  this 
money  to  be  spent  in  agricultural  industries, 
but  be  seems  to  forget  tbat  this  money  be- 
longed to  181,957  people,  and  it  represents 
what  they  have  put  there  to  provide  against  a 
rainy  day.  I  think  it  is  very  creditable  to  our 
workers  that  they  have  so  much  to  their  credit. 
I  have  only  one  other  subject  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  upon,  and  that  is  the  question  of 
preferential  duties.  The  Bight  Hon.  tbe  Pre- 
mier mentions  tbe  question  of  preferential 
duties  on  goods  manufactured  in  the  Mother- 
country,  and  he  says, — 

*'  I  think  tbe  time  has  now  come  when  we 
might  with  advantage  make  a  substantial  con- 
cession, in  tbe  shape  of  granting,  say,  a  remis- 
sion of  5  per  cent,  of  the  duties  now  imposed 
on  this  olass  of  goods.  This  remission,  if  made, 
will  probably  amount  to  £50,000." 

I  question  whether  it  is  a  wise  thing  to  do,  or 
whether  the  game  is  worth  the  candle.  When 
we  look  at  the  little  imports  we  have  from 
foreign  countries  I  do  not  think  any  advantage 
will  be  gained.  There  are  only  two  countries 
tbat  we  imported  goods  to  any  extent  from; 
they  were  the  United  States  and  Germany. 
Well,  now,  last  year  we  only  imported  from  the 
United  States  £628,044,  and  from  Germany 
£157,066.  We  exported  to  America  last  year 
goods  to  the  value  of  £376,096,  and  I  would 
point  out  this:  that  out  of  that  £375,096 
£334,869  was  from  Auckland,  the  greater 
proportion  of  which  was  kauri-gum.  If  the 
United  States  determined  to  retaliate  on  us 

An  Hon.  Member. — They  have  already  done 
so. 

Mr.  HOLLAND.  —  they  could  put  an  in- 
creased duty  on   our  kauri-gum.     And  what 

12  30  ^^^^^  ^^^^  mean  ?  It  would  mean 
'  the  ruination  of  thousands  of  gum- 
diggers  in  the  North  Island.  It  is  not  the 
middleman  that  would  suffer.  It  would  all 
come  back  on  the  poor  gum- diggers  ;  and  I  do 
not  see  what  is  to  hinder  them  from  retaliat- 
ing. As  for  Germany,  I  do  not  take  that  into 
account  at  all,  because  we  only  exported  to 
Germany  to  the  value  of  some  £5,000,  and  we 
only  received  from  them  £157,066,  so  that  it 
would  make  very  little  difference.  I  think, 
looking  to  the  relations  that  now  exist  between 
England  and  America,  tbe  Premier  ought  to  well 
consider  a  matter  of  this  kind  before  coming 
to  a  final  decision.  I  shall  not  detain  thtf 
House  any  further. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Hoase  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutea 
to  one  o'clock  a.m. 


END  OF  ONE  HUNDBED  AND  SECOND  VOLUME. 


By  Authority :  John  Maokat,  Government  Printer,  Wellington. 
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